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Court rejects claim challenging North Carolina map for diluting Black vote
In dissent, a federal judge warns that the decision further weakens voting rights protections. 
By Rachel Weiner, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2024-03-28

The North Carolina state House reviews copies of a map proposing new state House districts during a committee hearing in October in Raleigh. (Hannah Schoenbaum/AP)


A federal appellate court on Thursday rejected an emergency challenge to North Carolina's Republican-drawn legislative map, all but ensuring elections will go forward this year under contested lines drawn up in late 2023 that Democrats and voting rights advocates say were created to weaken Black representation.
That means 2024 elections will go forward with a map experts say will help Republicans retain a supermajority in the state legislature that can block the North Carolina's Democratic governor from vetoing bills. The new maps are also expected to give Republicans at least three more seats in Congress. There are challenges in federal court to those changes as well, but none with a chance at being heard before this fall's elections, for which primaries have already occurred.
"The election is ... happening right now," Judge Allison Jones Rushing wrote for herself and J. Harvie Wilkinson III. They agreed with U.S. District Judge James C. Dever III that these maps did not create "the extraordinary circumstances necessary for a preliminary injunction that would disrupt the status quo and compel the race-based sorting of voters for the 2024 Senate elections."
The case was heard first by a George W. Bush appointee who represented Republicans in North Carolina redistricting disputes before becoming a judge, and then by a panel of three judges on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit that included two GOP nominees. The ruling comes the same day a federal court in South Carolina ruled that state could hold this year's elections under a map the same judges had declared an unconstitutional racial gerrymander, because an appeal is still pending in the Supreme Court.
This cycle is the first time North Carolina is drawing new maps after two key, seemingly contradictory Supreme Court rulings. In the first, from 2013, the court said places with a history of racial discrimination no longer need approval from the Justice Department or federal court to change district lines. But last year, the court surprised observers by ruling that states still cannot draw lines that prevent minority voters from electing their preferred candidates.
Republicans in North Carolina argued, and Dever agreed, that the new lines were drawn with partisanship in mind rather than race. The Supreme Court ruled in 2019 that gerrymandering that is partisan, not racial, is something federal courts have no power to correct.
Minority votes can be diluted in two ways -- "packing" them into a small number of districts where they dominate or "cracking" them across several where they have little sway. In past cases, the 4th Circuit and the Supreme Court have ruled that North Carolina Republicans illegally "packed" Black voters into the fewest possible districts to limit their voting power. Dever used those decisions to argue that the GOP cannot now be faulted for "cracking" the state's Black Belt in a way that leaves no seat in the area with a Black majority.
"Instead of making that same mistake," Dever wrote, this time Republican leaders "did not have race in the computer." He added that evidence of racial animus in the state is "outdated" or unconvincing, as is evidence of racially polarized voting, because both White and Black voters show no particular loyalty toward candidates of their own race.
Nicholas Stephanopoulos, a voting rights expert at Harvard University, said that's not how the law works. "It's way too simplistic to say, 'Because on a certain fact pattern a decade ago, one or two particular districts were found to have a predominantly racial purpose; therefore, North Carolina never has to consider race again when it's redistricting' -- one doesn't follow at all from the other," he said. Under the Voting Rights Act, states cannot engage in racial gerrymandering -- unless there is evidence that a White majority regularly defeats the candidates preferred by a minority group.
If that is the case, Stephanopoulos said, "the motives or the data that the line-drawers used are irrelevant." Minority votes must then be protected either through majority-minority districts or "crossover" districts where enough White voters support minority-backed candidates.
The ruling drew a sharp dissent from Judge Roger L. Gregory, who warned that the ruling further weakened the voting rights protections already diminished in recent years by the Supreme Court.
"A conclusion that polarization is explained by partisan affiliation is not a conclusion that polarization is not explained by race," he said. "... Permitting evidence of partisan motivation to explain away racial polarization converts Black voters' motivations for voting into an impediment to Black voting power."
Gregory, who in 2001 became the first Black judge on the 4th Circuit, said Dever "went out of [his] way to minimize the racial appeal" in Republican campaigns from as recently as 2020, "defying common sense."
He agreed with the advocates that a new primary could and should be held in versions of the two state Senate districts that are similar to how they looked before redistricting. (Neither seat was contested when primaries were held on March 5).
Rushing said that the fact that the groups challenging the map took a month to file their lawsuit undercut any argument for urgency, and that the evidence was too ambiguous to justify intervention before a full trial. Voting rights activists say the Republicans who control the state legislature intentionally waited until October to put out the maps, with only a week of comment beforehand, making it harder to mount challenges before the election.
"They did it all behind closed doors; we had to go back and figure out what they did," said Hilary Klein, an attorney for the Southern Coalition for Social Justice.
North Carolina's Supreme Court ruled in 2019 that drawing districts for political advantage violated the state constitution's commitment to free and fair elections. But when Republicans took control of the court last year, they threw out that ruling, saying that "courts are not intended to meddle in policy matters."
Paul Shumaker, a senior Republican consultant in North Carolina, said while the ruling will have a direct effect on this year's election, he doesn't expect the legal challenge to go away.
"It is just the final page of one chapter of one book in the ongoing saga of gerrymandering and redistricting in North Carolina," he told The Washington Post.
"They're going to write a new chapter starting now," he said of opponents of the latest redistricting map.
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Election 2024 latest news: Biden poised to raise $25 million at fundraiser with Obama, Clinton
 Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Toluse Olorunnipa, Patrick Marley, Philip Bump, Beth Reinhard, Jon Swaine, Aaron Schaffer, Laura Meckler, Josh Dawsey, Isaac Arnsdorf, Glenn Kessler, Marianne LeVine, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Michael Scherer, Sarah Ellison | 2024-03-28
President Biden on Thursday is visiting New York, where he will be joined at a fundraiser by former presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton. The Biden campaign says the event will raise $25 million. Late-night host Stephen Colbert is scheduled to moderate a discussion among the three presidents, and actress Mindy Kaling is emceeing the star-studded event.
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With 3rd Democratic senator opposed, Biden judicial nominee in jeopardy
Adeel A. Mangi faces attacks for ties to groups representing Muslim law students and incarcerated individuals. The White House calls it a smear campaign. 
By Tobi Raji | 2024-03-28

Circuit Court Judge Nominee Adeel Abdullah Mangi testifies during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on judicial nominations at the Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Dec. 13, 2023. (Sipa via AP Images) 


President Biden's pick to be the first Muslim American appeals court judge appears to be in jeopardy after a third Democratic senator came out against him Wednesday, part of a groundswell of opposition over the nominee's ties to an organization that represents Muslim, Arab and South Asian law students and a group that advocates for incarcerated people and their families.
Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.) told the Nevada Independent that she would not support Adeel A. Mangi's nomination to the Philadelphia-based U.S. Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit, citing "concerns I've heard from law enforcement in Nevada."
Rosen is the third Democratic senator -- and second senator from Nevada -- to come out against Mangi, a Harvard- and Oxford-trained lawyer in private practice who has been accused by Republican senators of being antisemitic and anti-police.
Sens. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) and Joe Manchin III (D-W.Va.) have also said they would not vote for him. Cortez Masto expressed concerns about Mangi's membership on the advisory board of the criminal justice reform group Alliance of Families for Justice. Manchin told Politico he will not vote for any judicial nominee who does not have at least some bipartisan support.
The White House said Thursday that it is still trying to marshal support for Mangi and convince lawmakers that the attacks against him are baseless.
"Some Senate Republicans and their extreme allies are relentlessly smearing Adeel Mangi with baseless accusations that he is anti-police," White House Chief of Staff Jeff Zients said in a statement. "That could not be further from the truth, and the close to a dozen law enforcement organizations that have endorsed him agree."
The White House earlier this month called the attacks against Mangi a "cruel, Islamophobic, smear campaign."
Republicans and conservative groups such as the Judicial Crisis Network have accused Mangi of sharing antisemitic views espoused by panelists who spoke at events hosted by Rutgers Law School's Center for Security, Race and Rights. Mangi, an experienced litigator and a partner at a New York law firm, previously served as a member of the center's advisory board.
In 2021, on the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2021, attacks, the center hosted a roundtable discussion that featured several controversial speakers. Republicans criticized that event and a more recent lecture on life under "violent occupation and settler colonial violence in Palestine," which the center hosted just days after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on southern Israel that killed about 1,200 Israelis and included the kidnapping of about 250 hostages.
During Mangi's Dec. 13 nomination hearing, Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) questioned him about the Hamas attack and whether he believed they were justified.
"The events of October 7 were horrific. A horror," Mangi said, noting that his time on the center's advisory board did not mean he shares the views of all who work or speak there. "The attacks on civilians were abominable and against everything that I stand for."
Mangi has separately drawn criticism from more than a dozen law enforcement organizations, such as the Police Conference of New York, according to Republicans on the Senate Judiciary Committee. But other groups, including the International Law Enforcement Officers Association and the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, are supporting him, as are the AFL-CIO, the Anti-Defamation League, the American Jewish Committee and a coalition of more than a dozen Jewish organizations.
"Mr. Mangi has displayed the qualities of leadership, empathy, excellence, and persistence in supporting and defending the U.S. Constitution while ensuring equal protection and justice for all Americans," NOBLE wrote in an endorsement letter reviewed by The Post.
Priya Purandare, executive director of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association, also expressed support for Mangi in a statement. "The baseless attacks against Mr. Mangi have a chilling effect," she said. "If left unanswered, the nation runs the risk of losing a generation of talent who shares Mr. Mangi's faith from entering public service and the opportunity to compose a federal bench that reflects the changing demographics of the United States. History will remember this moment."
With Cortez Masto, Manchin and Rosen opposed to his confirmation, Mangi would need the support of moderate Republicans such as Sens. Mitt Romney (Utah), Susan Collins (Maine) and Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) to be confirmed. The Judicial Crisis Network has launched anti-Mangi ads in Montana, Pennsylvania and D.C., targeting Sens. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) and Bob Casey (D-Pa.).
If Biden pulls Mangi's nomination or he withdraws, it would be a rare defeat for a president who has made diversifying the nation's federal judiciary a key priority. Biden nominated Zahid N. Quraishi as the first Muslim federal district court judge early in his term.
Mangi would be Biden's third judicial nominee to withdraw. Michael Delaney gave up his nomination to the Boston-based U.S. Court of Appeals for the 1st Circuit in May following Democratic concerns about his past work defending a New Hampshire boarding school in a lawsuit over sexual assault.
Less than a week later, Jabari Wamble dropped his bid to become a U.S. district judge in Kansas. The White House didn't provide an explanation for the withdrawal, but the Associated Press, citing an official familiar with the confirmation process who spoke on the condition of anonymity, reported that Wamble was expecting to receive a "not qualified" rating from the American Bar Association, which grades judicial candidates.
The firestorm surrounding Mangi's nomination comes at a time of heightened political sensitivity surrounding the Oct. 7 Hamas attack and Israel's prolonged military response. Threats against Arab, Jewish and Muslim Americans are on the rise, according to federal officials, and college campuses have been embroiled in angry debates over Zionism, Palestinian rights, antisemitism and free speech.
But Mangi's supporters, including Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.), still stand behind him.
"When we look at Mr. Mangi's record -- his professional life, his commitment to religious freedom and civil rights, his testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee -- it only reinforces his commitment to upholding and advancing the fundamental values we all hold as Americans," Booker said in a statement Thursday.
"I'm proud to champion his nomination and I know the White House, Senate Democratic leaders, and I stand behind Adeel Mangi 100 percent."
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Republicans put forth unfounded and sometimes racist theories on bridge collapse
Some Republican officials, candidates and right-wing pundits are attempting to connect the tragedy to some of their most frequent political targets: diversity initiatives, illegal immigration, covid lockdowns and the Biden administration.
By Maegan Vazquez | 2024-03-28

Efforts are underway to recover the bodies of workers who were on the Key Bridge when it collapsed after a massive container ship plowed into it Tuesday. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post)


After Tuesday's deadly collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore, some Republican officials, candidates and right-wing pundits attempted to connect the tragedy to some of their most frequent political targets: diversity initiatives, illegal immigration, coronavirus lockdowns and the Biden administration. And early reaction to the incident also provided fresh ground for unfounded theories that the collapse was not an accident at all.
The collapse along a key East Coast corridor early Tuesday sent at least eight people into the Patapsco River. The remains of two people have been recovered, and four others are presumed dead. They were immigrant construction workers making bridge repairs at the time of the collapse.
Since the incident, several sitting Republican officials have sought to tie the Biden administration to the collapse of the nearly 50-year-old bridge.
Rep. Nancy Mace (R-S.C.) told Newsmax on Tuesday that the government is focusing on spending federal funds on "waste," "when it could be going to things that are the government's purpose, just like this."
"We're not spending it on roads and bridges. Look at the $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill that was done a couple of years ago that the left hails as this massive success. But it was mostly Green New Deal, actually, in that bill," Mace said, referencing the 2021 bipartisan infrastructure bill signed into law by President Biden.
Republicans previously criticized Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg as not visiting East Palestine, Ohio, quickly enough after a toxic train derailment there last year. But after the secretary visited Baltimore on the day of the bridge collapse, Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-N.J.) suggested without evidence that the visit was politically motivated and that Buttigieg was preoccupied with diversity policies.
"Well, this is an election year, so he probably, if it was two years ago might have been a month before he went at all," Van Drew told Fox Business Network's Maria Bartiromo on Wednesday. "He's worried too much about pronouns, worried too much about DEI policies, worried too much about being the cool kid on the block. ... I'm disappointed in the job that he does."
Along with Van Drew, conservative political candidates and right-wing media personalities have turned to blaming diversity, equity and inclusion policies -- a loosely defined term broadly used to refer to efforts to diversify the workforce and academia -- for the collapse. It's the latest in a series of issues that the right has blamed on DEI.
Utah state Rep. Phil Lyman (R) blamed DEI policies for the bridge collapse. The Utah gubernatorial candidate running against Gov. Spencer Cox (R) shared a post online attacking Port of Baltimore Commissioner Karenthia Barber, a Black woman whose biography says she owns a consulting practice that takes on work related to DEI. Responding to the post about Barber's background, Lyman wrote on X on Tuesday morning that "this is what happens when you have Governors who prioritize diversity over the wellbeing and security of citizens." In a subsequent post referencing the collision, he said: "DEI = DIE."
Lyman told the Salt Lake Tribune later Tuesday that he had not authorized the comments before they were posted by his team, saying the post about Barber "was not our best moment" and that it "was a knee-jerk reaction to some of the things others were putting out there."
Anthony Sabatini, a Florida congressional candidate, blamed DEI for the bridge collapse in a post on X the morning of the collapse.  And Hung Cao, a Republican challenging Sen. Tim Kaine (D) in Virginia, expressed similar frustrations, agreeing with conservative radio host Larry O'Connor, who said Buttigieg "spends more time talking about racial equity with regard to highways and about climate change than about focusing on the fundamentals of keeping our country and our infrastructure working."
"They should have had the anchors ready to drop ... so that you don't run into the bridge. But like you said, they're so worried about other things instead of infrastructure," Cao, a Navy veteran, said in an appearance on "O'Connor & Company" Tuesday morning.
Maryland officials have repeatedly said that there is no credible evidence linking the collapse to terrorism and that the evidence points to the collision being an accident. But Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.), a far-right member of Congress who has promoted baseless and debunked claims, took to X on Tuesday to question whether the collision was "an intentional attack."
Popular far-right social media accounts and right-wing media personalities, including some with close ties to former president Donald Trump and Republicans in office, have similarly sought to link what they see as liberal policies to the Baltimore incident. Some accounts even turned to racist tropes about Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott (D), which have been shared thousands of times.
In an interview with Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.) on Tuesday morning, Bartiromo, the Fox Business Network host, attempted to connect the incident to broader questions about "the potential for wrongdoing or the potential for foul play given the wide-open border." And also that morning, Matt Schlapp, chairman of the American Conservative Union, discussed his concerns about an unqualified, "drug-addled" workforce hamstrung by covid lockdowns.
"I'm one of these people that believes we've never fully come out of all the lockdowns and the covid issues. ... I'm no expert on what's going on in the seas, but all I would say is that if you talk to employers in America they'll tell you that filling slots with employees who aren't drug-addled is a very huge problem. So I'm making no specific charges here, because we don't know. ... We have to kind of wake up as a country and deal with the fact that we have too many people who aren't ready to do the job," Schlapp said on Newsmax.
Maryland Republicans have sought to send a more unifying message in response to the tragedy.
The Baltimore City Republican Party in a statement Tuesday vowed to "stand with" Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) in what they called "the biggest challenge of his term of office."
Dennis Betzel, the second vice chair of the Baltimore City Republican Central Committee, emphasized that at the end of the day, "six people lost their lives."
"That's the beginning and the end of that conversation. I don't care what political bent you are," he added.
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South Carolina to use congressional map deemed unconstitutional
The Supreme Court heard arguments on the redistricting case in October but has yet to rule, essentially running out the clock for this year's election.
By Patrick Marley | 2024-03-28

South Carolina state Sen. Nikki Setzler (D) looks at a map of suggested U.S. House districts drawn with 2020 U.S. census data on Jan. 20, 2022. (Jeffrey Collins/AP)


A federal court ruled Thursday that time had run out to draw a new congressional district in South Carolina and said the state could use its existing map this year even though it had earlier determined that map was unconstitutional.
The panel of three judges last year concluded that South Carolina's Republican-led legislature "exiled" 30,000 Black voters from the district to make it safer for a White GOP incumbent, Rep. Nancy Mace.
South Carolina appealed, and both sides asked the Supreme Court to expedite the case to ensure a final ruling was in place well ahead of election season. The justices heard arguments in October but have yet to rule.
With no decision and the June 11 primary on the horizon, South Carolina sought permission to use the map this year even though it had been deemed unconstitutional. The panel of judges unanimously agreed Thursday to keep the map in place for this election.
It noted that courts typically don't allow maps to be used once they have been found to be invalid. "But with the primary election procedures rapidly approaching, the appeal before the Supreme Court still pending, and no remedial plan in place, the ideal must bend to the practical," the judges wrote.
If the Supreme Court later upholds the lower court ruling, then new maps would have to be drawn for the 2026 election.
Last year the panel, which consists of two judges nominated by President Barack Obama and one by President Biden, found the map illegally split neighborhoods in the Charleston area to make Mace's race easier. The new lines constituted a racial gerrymander that "exiled over 30,000 African American citizens from their previous district," the panel found.
In arguments before the Supreme Court in October, attorneys for South Carolina argued that state lawmakers had not relied on race to draw maps in violation of the Constitution. Rather, they used political information to help them decide where to place the lines, they said.
During arguments, a majority of the Supreme Court appeared inclined to reinstate the lines the state had wanted. Five months later, the justices have yet to rule. Both sides had asked the justices to rule by January.
By hanging onto the case, the Supreme Court effectively allowed the clock to run out for this year's election.
Candidates must file paperwork to run by Monday and ballots must be sent to military and overseas voters by April 27 under federal law. That timeline led the panel of judges to let the state keep its congressional map for this year.
Those who brought the lawsuit decried lawmakers' efforts to keep the existing map in place instead of drawing a new one.
"By refusing to take meaningful action, the legislature has undermined democracy and further entrenched voter suppression in the state," said Adriel Cepeda Derieux, deputy director for the American Civil Liberties Union's voting rights project, in a statement.
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GOP official who claimed 2020 election was stolen voted illegally 9 times, judge rules
Brian Pritchard, first vice chairman of the Georgia Republican Party, was ordered to pay a $5,000 fine, as well as investigative costs and be publicly reprimanded. 
By Amy B Wang | 2024-03-28

A Georgia polling site on March 12. (Megan Varner for The Washington Post)


A Georgia Republican official who pushed false claims that the 2020 election was "stolen" was found to have voted illegally nine times, a judge ruled this week.
Brian Pritchard, first vice chairman of the Georgia Republican Party, was ordered to pay a $5,000 fine, as well as investigative costs, and be publicly reprimanded.
Pritchard had been sentenced in 1996 in Pennsylvania to three years' probation for felony check forgery charges. His probation was revoked three times -- once in 1999, after he moved to Georgia, and again in 2002 and 2004. In 2004, a judge imposed a new seven-year probationary sentence on Pritchard, thus making him ineligible to vote until at least 2011 in Georgia, where state law prohibits felons from voting.
Despite that, court documents showed that Pritchard signed voter registration forms in 2008 in which he affirmed that he was "not serving a sentence for having been convicted of a felony involving moral turpitude." He then cast ballots in four Georgia primary and general elections in 2008, as well as five special, primary and general elections in 2010.
According to court documents, Pritchard testified that he thought his felony sentence had ended in 1999.
"Do you think the first time I voted, I said, 'Oh, I got away with it. Let's do it eight more times?' " Pritchard said, as reported by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
Representatives for the Georgia GOP and for Pritchard's attorney did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Pritchard is a conservative talk show host and the owner of fetchyournews.com, which he has described as a conservative political news site. He also ran unsuccessfully in a special election for a Georgia state House seat last year.
In a 2022 story for his website, Pritchard railed against those who had alleged he had voted illegally, accusing them in turn of trying to "manipulate an election." He also maintained he had done nothing wrong.
"Yes, for those who think a person charged with a felony can't vote, wrong. First, in the state of Pennsylvania the only time you lose your voting rights is if you are incarcerated," Pritchard wrote. "Considering I have never spent a night in jail in my entire life ...(can everyone say that) I never lost my voting rights in PA. Once your sentence has expired you can vote in the state of Georgia. Yes it's true!"
Pritchard has also touted former president Donald Trump's false claims that the 2020 election was "stolen" from him. In a 2022 episode of his talk show, Pritchard criticized the "corrupt media" and Georgia election officials for being "complicit" in what he called stealing the election.
"I do not believe 81 million people voted for this guy," Pritchard said, referring to Joe Biden.
In a questionnaire he filled out while running for first vice chairman of the Georgia GOP last year, Pritchard said he hoped to "leverage the influence of the grassroots conservative movement to improve election integrity."
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Americans broadly support abortion access. Will it win Biden reelection?
The issue will be a strong motivator for many voters. But other issues are generally seen as more urgent for Americans.
By Philip Bump | 2024-03-28

A demonstrator for abortion rights holds a megaphone during a protest outside the Supreme Court on Monday. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


Just this week, America got another reminder of the potential political energy of the fight over abortion access. In Alabama, Marilyn Lands won election to the state legislature after focusing her campaign on abortion and in vitro fertilization. In 2020, Donald Trump narrowly won the district, but Lands clobbered her opponent by more than 20 points.
There have been numerous such results since the Supreme Court invalidated Roe v. Wade in 2022. Multiple special elections have swung to the left as Democratic candidates have embraced the issue of abortion access and state-level referendums on the subject have uniformly seen the pro-access side victorious. The 2022 midterms, expected to yield a lopsided Republican victory, were instead far more muted.
But there's a lingering, unanswered question: Will President Biden's reelection campaign see a similar benefit?
New polling conducted for Fox News offers useful insights. (Before getting into the numbers, it's worth noting that Fox's polling arm has a well-deserved reputation for fairness and accuracy, however one feels about the channel itself.) The poll asked respondents whether they supported two laws bolstering access to abortion: one protecting it at the federal level and the other protecting the drug mifepristone, which can end a pregnancy. In both cases, majorities supported those protections -- including a majority of independents.




For space reasons, some of the graphs in this article use shorthands for two groups: White evangelical Protestants and White suburban women. Overall, women were slightly more supportive of federal protection for abortion access; the difference on the mifepristone question was negligible.
A separate question offered a more nuanced set of options for respondents. But it, too, showed that most Americans think abortion should be legal at least most of the time -- and nearly all Americans regardless of party thought that abortion should be legal at least some circumstances, like rape, incest or to save the life of the mother.




The poll also asked about specific windows of legality, one of the considerations with which Republicans are struggling. Regardless of the time frame, at no point did a majority of respondents back a ban. As the window during which abortion might be allowed was expanded, though, support increased -- except among Republicans and evangelical Protestants.




All of this points to abortion access being a winning issue for Democrats. But, of course, there's an important qualifier: Many voters won't be casting their presidential ballots solely on the issue of abortion.
The Fox News poll also asked people to rank the importance of various issues in influencing their presidential vote and then asked them to identify which candidate, Biden or Trump, would do a better job addressing that issue. Most respondents said that Biden would be better on abortion than Trump (the black "overall" dot sits to the left of the middle line on the first chart below), with Democrats identifying it as a more important issue than did Republicans. On other issues like immigration and the economy, Trump has an advantage.




If we reverse the presentation here, showing the responses by demographic group, you see the challenge for Biden and Democrats. Of the seven issues included in the poll -- obviously not all possible issues -- abortion has the second-lowest percentage of respondents saying that it is "extremely" or "very" important to them. Even among Democrats, abortion is tied for third out of the seven issues. Among White suburban women, a demographic group that Democrats hope will be motivated by abortion access, it's ranked sixth.




That includes both "extremely" and "very" important. If we isolate out those who say it is "extremely" important, the picture changes somewhat -- at least among Democrats. No issue was more likely to be identified as extremely important by Democrats (though differences of a point or two are not significant given the poll's margin of error).




Among women overall, 49 percent identified abortion as an extremely important issue in deciding their presidential vote. Four other issues saw higher percentages of women identifying them as "extremely" important to their vote.
The question of enthusiasm is a central element of abortion politics. One reason those state  referendums went as they did, and one reason that so many special elections, like the one in Alabama, shifted to the left is that there is more energy among supporters of abortion access. There is more motivation for them to turn out to vote in support of that access. In low-turnout elections, again like the one in Alabama, that can have a big effect.
Political coalitions are formed out of people with differing and at times competing priorities. There are an enormous number of people for whom abortion access is a key motivator this November. There is also an enormous number of people for whom the economy is. There is an enormous number of people for whom both are.
The question that's most worth asking, then, isn't whether the issue of abortion will pull people to the polls to vote for Biden (or against Trump). It will. The question is whether the scale of that pull will be significant and whether it will outweigh other motivators for other voters, particularly in a presidential election year.
That is a very difficult question to answer.
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Biden to raise $25 million in 'historic' fundraiser with Obama, Clinton
The record event comes as Biden has sought to present his financial edge over Trump as a broader sign of strength and momentum
By Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-03-28

From left, President Barack Obama, Vice President Joe Biden and former president Bill Clinton attend a memorial service in 2010. All three will attend a fundraiser for Biden on Thursday night in New York. (Charles Dharapak/AP)


In a show of force his campaign is calling the "most successful political fundraiser in American history," President Biden is slated to raise more than $25 million during a New York event Thursday featuring former presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton.
More than 5,000 people are expected to attend the sold-out event at New York's Radio City Music Hall, Biden's campaign said, with guests paying anywhere from $225 to $500,000. The massive haul comes as Biden and his allies have sought to present their growing financial advantage in the race against former president Donald Trump as a broader sign of strength and momentum.
The highest-paying donors at the event will have access to perks such as a photo with the three presidents. Legendary photographer Annie Leibovitz is on tap to take portraits of donors with Biden, Clinton and Obama.
"This historic raise is a show of strong enthusiasm for President Biden and Vice President Harris and a testament to the unprecedented fundraising machine we've built," Hollywood mogul Jeffrey Katzenberg, a campaign co-chair, said in a statement. "Unlike our opponent, every dollar we're raising is going to reach the voters who will decide this election -- communicating the president's historic record, his vision for the future and laying plain the stakes of this election." That was a shot at Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee whose fundraising is going in part to defray his legal expenses.
The event caps a stepped-up stretch of campaign activity for Biden in the wake of his fiery March 7 State of the Union address, and it is the latest push by the president's allies to counter concerns about his advanced age and sagging approval ratings. Biden is 81 and Trump is 77.
If Democratic voters at large are wary of Biden's political standing, the star-studded event in New York is designed to offer a joyous counterpoint to the sense of angst. It will feature musical guests including Queen Latifah, Lizzo and Ben Platt. Mindy Kaling will serve as host. An after-party for 500 VIP guests will be co-hosted by first lady Jill Biden and DJ D-Nice.

Pop star Lizzo is among those performing at a Biden fundraiser Thursday at Radio City Music Hall in New York City. (Photo by Kyle Gustafson/For The Washington Post)


For the evening's main event, comedian Stephen Colbert will moderate a conversation between Biden, Obama and Clinton.
The Biden campaign has begun relying more on Obama to boost its fundraising in recent months, after the former president came to the White House last year to express concerns about the state of the race. In a private lunch with Biden, Obama urged Biden to bolster his campaign apparatus and move more aggressively to block Trump's planned march to the White House.
Biden officials said fundraising efforts that feature Obama or his signature have already generated $15.4 million for Democrats. Obama participated in a "Meet the Presidents" fundraising drive in December that brought in nearly $3 million, they said.
Biden has also used Obama as a sounding board, as both men see blocking Trump's return to the White House as key to securing their own political legacies.
"Given the stakes of this election, President Obama will do all he can to support President Biden's reelection," Eric Schultz, a senior adviser to Obama, said in a statement, adding that the former president will also help down-ballot Democrats this year. "Our strategy will be based on driving impact, especially where and when his voice can help move the needle."
While some Trump aides have acknowledged a need to close the fundraising gap -- Trump's campaign raised $20 million in February, compared to $53 million for Biden -- they dismissed the Biden-Obama-Clinton event as a gathering of establishment politicians with shoddy records.
"The three people who has been responsible for death, destruction, and misery across the globe," Trump spokesman Steven Cheung posted on X in response to Biden's post about the event.
Trump himself has indirectly played down the money gap, accusing Biden without evidence of targeting him for political reasons, including in a series of court cases that have strained his finances. Trump said earlier this week that Democrats were determined to use the legal system to "try to take as much of his money as possible."

New York's Radio City Music Hall, where former presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton are joining President Biden for a glitzy fundraiser Thursday evening. (Richard Drew/AP)


Trump has often boasted of winning the presidential election in 2016 despite being outspent heavily by Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton, and he has pointed to polls showing him leading Biden in key battleground races and nationally. While Biden has appeared to gain ground in some recent surveys, Trump's consistently strong polling position has been a constant source of Democratic anxiety.
Still, Trump moved to overhaul leadership at the Republican National Committee recently as his campaign trailed Biden on the money front.
The Biden campaign last week reported $71 million cash on hand as of the end of February, more than twice the $33.5 million reported by Trump's campaign. Trump has spent tens of millions of dollars on his legal troubles, which include criminal indictments and civil trials.
Biden's aides have sought to highlight that contrast as evidence that their campaign is rolling while Trump's is foundering. The Biden team has announced plans to open more than 100 offices this month and has launched a $30 million spring advertising campaign in key states.
The $25 million event in New York could further bolster Biden's ability to sell his message to voters. In addition to the 5,000 attendees, thousands of donors have signed up to watch the program online.
Tyler Pager contributed to this report.
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GOP scrambles to organize early and mail voting despite Trump's attacks
Republicans are playing catch-up to Democrats on voting before Election Day in battleground states, but Trump disparages those methods.
By Josh Dawsey, Isaac Arnsdorf | 2024-03-28

After demonizing mail-in and early voting during the 2020 and 2022 elections, Republican officials are now telling their voters to embrace it heading into 2024.


In December, Donald Trump called for the end of mail-in voting in presidential elections. In February, he told Michigan voters that "mail-in voting is totally corrupt." He later told Fox News host Laura Ingraham that "if you have mail-in balloting, you automatically have fraud."
"The ballots are a disaster," he said earlier this month to British TV host Nigel Farage, without offering evidence and despite having voted by mail himself in recent elections. "Any time the mail is involved, you're going to have cheating. It's too bad people don't say it. They don't want to say it."
That message is complicating plans by officials at Trump's campaign and the Republican National Committee to orchestrate aggressive efforts in key battleground states to persuade voters to cast their ballots early and by mail. Party officials say the efforts are crucial to win the election.
In an interview, RNC Chairman Michael Whatley said the party would spend considerable money -- he would not say how much -- to encourage voters to vote by mail and help collect ballots, a practice known as ballot harvesting that is legal in some states but that Trump has decried.
"We've got to get every one of our voters to vote, no matter the method," Whatley said. "We want people to use mail-in voting where it is legal. We want people to ballot harvest where it's legal. We want to comply with the laws in every state."
Trump advisers say their get-out-the-vote effort will include persuading people to vote by mail if they believe it is the method the person is likely to use based on their voting history, including making sure ballots are mailed to people who request them.
Whatley said he believed more than 50 percent of American voters would cast their ballots before Election Day. A record 69 percent of Americans voted by mail or voted early in 2020, according to the Census Bureau, though some of that was probably driven by the coronavirus pandemic. "We will be talking to those voters before they go vote," he said.
Faith in voting systems has become polarized along partisan lines, thanks in no small part to Trump's vilification of the system and his refusal to accept that Joe Biden won the 2020 election. An Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll last year found that only 22 percent of Republicans had high confidence that votes in the 2024 presidential election would be counted accurately, compared with 71 percent of Democrats. Roughly 6 in 10 Republicans opposed allowing people to vote by mail without an excuse, versus only 13 percent of Democrats.
Republican officials privately say that whether Republican voters adapt to early in-person and mail voting could swing the 2024 election in closely contested states. But those efforts remain in tension with the fraud claims that animate Trump and the grass-roots MAGA movement.
Essentially, they are trying to persuade Trump voters to participate in voting methods that he falsely says are responsible for rampant fraud and cost him the White House four years ago.
"We hear it at the doors, some Republicans are still very reluctant now to drop their ballots in the mail," said Jon Seaton, an Arizona Republican strategist who advised the state's Republican senator John McCain. "President Trump clearly has a great deal of influence with Republican voters, so his support of mail-in voting will have a real impact on how many Republicans ultimately return their ballots by mail."

Former president Donald Trump speaks in Palm Beach, Fla., on March 19 after voting in Florida's primary election. (Wilfredo Lee/AP)


In response to detailed questions for this article, a Trump spokesman referred The Washington Post to a video Trump taped for the RNC that praised early voting.
Republican strategists have privately warned Trump's campaign that there are a number of states where having an aggressive early-voting and mail-in voting effort is imperative, including Georgia and Arizona. Georgia doesn't have partisan voter registration, but more than 1.7 million people voted early in person and about 191,000 voted by mail out of 3.5 million ballots cast in the December 2022 Senate runoff. Early voting was concentrated in Democrat-rich metro Atlanta counties such as Fulton, DeKalb, Cobb and Gwinnett.
Cody Hall, a GOP strategist who is a senior adviser to Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R), said Trump's rhetoric against mail-in ballots hurt him in the state in 2020, and "it's totally possible it cost him the last election." Hall said he also hasn't seen signs yet of a dedicated GOP campaign to encourage early voting in Georgia this year.
"The messaging is one thing, but the resources are just as, if not more, important," he said. "You have to actually do it. I've been screaming it from the mountaintop. You've got to have the money to execute this."
In 2022, in Arizona's Maricopa County, home to Phoenix and more than half of the state's voters, Republicans trailed early ballot returns from four years earlier, according to an analysis of voter data by The Post. Republicans submitted 330,000 ballots, a return rate of 49 percent, down from a 63 percent return rate in 2018. In Nevada, Democrats returned about 105,400 ballots out of 605,000 mailed in 2022, versus 85,000 out of 540,000 for Republicans.
In Pennsylvania, Republicans in 2022 requested just under 300,000 mail ballots and returned about 263,000, compared with almost 975,000 Democratic requests, of which about 857,000 were returned, according to data from the secretary of state.
"It will be a huge factor in Pennsylvania," said David Urban, a Trump ally who ran the former president's efforts in Pennsylvania in 2016. "If we're not playing, we do so at our own peril."
Urban said Republican groups in the state are already spending to boost mail-in voting, partially due to Trump's loss in the state and what happened in 2022, when Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.) secured more than 1 million votes before the first debate, he said. They are doing that even as some lawmakers in Pennsylvania are trying to curb early-voting options.
A person close to Trump said the hope is that Trump will largely leave the topic alone publicly and not sabotage the efforts. Campaign and RNC officials are citing comments he has made at times encouraging Republicans to vote by mail as long as it is legal, saying the other side does it. "He's never going to embrace voting by mail for the whole country," according to this person, who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity to reveal private discussions.

Trump speaks in support of Bernie Moreno, a Republican running for U.S. Senate seat in Ohio, at Dayton International Airport on March 16. (Andrew Spear for The Washington Post) 


Another adviser said that in conversations about mail-in voting, Trump says it is "fraudulent" and that "he's suspicious of the postal workers, of anyone who could touch the ballot."
Trump adviser Susie Wiles has repeatedly told him that people vote by mail safely in Florida and that he won overwhelmingly, while also reminding him that he even voted by mail. In 2020, she was able to persuade Trump to tweet that voters in Florida should use mail because the state was safe, and Wiles has argued that the campaign should spend money and time promoting mail-in voting, people who have heard her arguments say.
"I think we can get him there," the person close to Trump said, adding that the former president is relentlessly focused on winning, given the stakes for him financially and personally.
Former RNC chairwoman Ronna McDaniel emphasized the importance of encouraging early voting during her farewell speech at the RNC meeting in Houston earlier this month. "If Republicans succeed in getting Republicans to vote early and ballot harvest where legal, Donald Trump will win in November," she said. "It really is that simple."
Even though campaign finance laws make it more complicated for outside groups to run field operations, several are venturing into ballot-chasing this cycle, in part out of concern about perceived shortcomings on the part of official party committees. The right-wing youth group Turning Point Action said it has raised tens of millions of dollars to deploy hundreds of full-time organizers to Arizona and Wisconsin, with Georgia to follow.
Describing the pitch to Trump supporters who are skeptical of early and mail voting, Turning Point spokesman Andrew Kolvet said, "We're not saying we don't have election integrity concerns, we're saying if we don't show up and play the game with the rules as written, we don't have a shot at all."
Sentinel Action Fund, a super PAC associated with the Heritage Foundation's political arm, is raising money to turn out low-propensity voters to vote early or by mail in key Senate races in Ohio, Montana and Pennsylvania. In a research memo circulated in March, the group recommended telling voters that voting early helps prevent potential Election Day mistakes, limits potential voter fraud and ensures their votes will be properly counted, and reduces the email, mail and phone calls they receive during the campaign season.
"Republicans can no longer solely rely on 'day-of' voters to win elections," the fund's president, Jessica Anderson, wrote in the memo. "We can and should do two things at once: call for election integrity reforms and utilize all tactics needed to win including mail in ballots, ballot chasing where legal, early vote and Election Day turnout."
Marianne LeVine contributed to this report.
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Trump calls his globe-trotting ex-diplomat 'my envoy.' Neither is in office.
Richard Grenell has been acting as a kind of shadow secretary of state, meeting with far-right leaders and movements, and pledging Donald Trump's support.
By Beth Reinhard, Jon Swaine, Aaron Schaffer | 2024-03-28

Richard Grenell, the former acting director of national intelligence under President Donald Trump, has met with a variety of far-right leaders around the world since leaving the White House. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


After an anti-corruption crusader unexpectedly won last year's presidential election in Guatemala, democracy teetered on the edge in the Central American country. Amid law enforcement raids on election offices and threats of violence, the Biden administration worked feverishly to lay the groundwork for a peaceful transfer of power.
But not Richard Grenell, a former diplomat and intelligence official in Donald Trump's administration, who arrived in Guatemala in January, days before the new president was to be sworn in -- and threw his support behind a right-wing campaign to undermine the election.
Grenell met with a hard-line group that sued to block the inauguration. The group thanked him for his "visit and trust." He defended Guatemalan officials who had seized ballot boxes in an effort to overturn a vote declared "free and fair" by the United States and international observers, and he attacked the U.S. State Department's sanctions against hundreds of anti-democratic actors.
"They are trying to intimidate conservatives in Guatemala," Grenell said in a television interview. "This is all wrapped into this kind of phony concern about democracy."
Grenell's intervention highlights the extraordinary role he has carved out in the three years since Trump left the White House. From Central America to Eastern Europe and beyond, Grenell has been acting as a kind of shadow secretary of state, meeting with far-right leaders and movements, pledging Trump's support and, at times, working against the current administration's policies.
It's unusual for a former diplomatic official to continue meeting with foreign leaders and promoting the agenda of a presidential candidate on the world stage. Grenell's globe-trotting has sparked deep concern among career national security officials and diplomats, who warn that he emboldens bad actors and jeopardizes U.S. interests in service of Trump's personal agenda. In the process, Grenell is openly charting a foreign policy road map for a Republican presidential nominee who has found common cause with authoritarian leaders and threatened to blow up partnerships with democratic allies.
"I think Trump and Grenell would upend American leadership of the free world, from Truman on the left to Reagan on the right, and replace it with something much darker," said Daniel Fried, who spent four decades in top State Department posts, including as an assistant secretary of state and a director of the National Security Council. "It's transactional. Democratic values are irrelevant, and it's isolationist."
Grenell declined to talk on the record about his overseas work.
His profile is rising in Trump's MAGA movement, which hails him as a champion of the "America First" platform. Trump and his supporters view a second term as an opportunity to elevate his most loyal backers, who potentially would test traditional guardrails against abuse of executive power.
The former president's son, Donald Trump Jr., in an online chat with Grenell last month, touted his record as ambassador to Germany and called him a "top contender for secretary of state."
"Your name comes up a lot in some very high levels. You're in there with the base," Trump Jr. said, adding that Grenell was "probably the only ambassador who spoke truth to power."

Richard Grenell, as acting director of national intelligence, records a speech on the third day of the Republican National Convention in August 2020. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Grenell calls himself a diplomat but acts as a rapid-response, war-room director, perpetually exalting Trump and trolling his political foes on social media and in interviews.
"Grenell fulfills the top priority that Trump is looking for in his second term, which is absolute loyalty," said Trump's former national security adviser, John Bolton, who has called Trump "unfit" to be president and warned about a potential administration of enablers. "What a president's advisers owe him is their opinions on what's right, their sound judgment."
Grenell is in regular contact with the former president and his family, though it's unclear when or if he's acting on Trump's directions. Earlier this year, Grenell attended a small, private funeral for Trump's mother-in-law, according to other guests. Social media posts show several visits to Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm Beach, Fla., and his golf club in Bedminster, N.J. In an unusual statement by an ex-president, Trump gave one of Grenell's recent foreign trips his blessing, calling him "My Envoy."
In Guatemala, Grenell claimed on social media that he met with more than 45 political and business leaders during a days-long trip. In the Balkans, where he worked as an envoy under Trump, he has continued to talk to heads of state who are separately engaging with the Biden administration. Last year, as Turkey threatened Sweden's pathway to joining NATO, Grenell tried to broker a meeting between Trump and the Turkish president, according to two people close to the former president who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung declined to comment on whether the former president endorses Grenell's foreign activities.
"There has been no discussion of who will serve in a second Trump administration." Cheung said. "President Trump will choose the best people for his Cabinet to undo all the damage Crooked Joe Biden has done to our country."
Asked whether he is seeking a Cabinet-level position, Grenell has told reporters that he is busy campaigning for Trump's reelection.
Federal law requires many people paid to advocate on behalf of foreign interests to register with the Justice Department and disclose their activities. When Grenell joined the Trump administration, amid revelations that his former public relations firm was paid by a nonprofit funded by the Hungarian government, his lawyer at the time said he did not need to register as a lobbyist. Bloomberg and the New York Times recently reported that Grenell and Trump's son-in-law and former adviser Jared Kushner are proposing major real estate developments in the Balkans that could pose conflicts of interest if either of them serve in another Trump administration.
"This is private sector investment. This is not political," Grenell said in a recent interview with an Albanian television station. "Jared and I are both not in government, and we are on the outside."
Kushner did not respond to The Post's requests for comment.

Richard Grenell served as ambassador to Germany for Donald Trump after impressing the then-president with his appearances on Fox News. He almost immediately clashed with his host government. (Odd Andersen/AFP/Getty Images)


The arc of Grenell's political career tracks Trump's takeover of the Republican Party.
A native of Grand Rapids, Mich., who obtained a master's degree in public administration from the Harvard Kennedy School, he served as a spokesman for various Republican politicians and then for the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations for several years. During a brief stint as a spokesman for Mitt Romney's 2012 presidential campaign, Grenell deleted numerous snarky and sexist social media posts and apologized. (He resigned after some religious conservatives rejected him for being openly gay.)
He would not issue a public apology like that again. The following year, he was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. "He always says that after cancer, he's fearless and lives life without regrets," said former Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi, who is close with Grenell.
Grenell's aptitude for tormenting liberals and journalists, viewed as a liability by the Romney campaign, became an asset after Trump's election. The president who relished weaponizing social media against his political foes named Grenell, a Fox News contributor, as ambassador to Germany.
Grenell immediately offended his new host. Shortly after Trump pulled the United States out of a nuclear deal with Iran in May 2018, Grenell demanded that German businesses cut ties with Iran even though the country remained part of the agreement. One month later, some German politicians called for Grenell's ouster after he said he wanted to "empower other conservatives throughout Europe" and praised an Austrian political leader allied with the far right. He also pushed a major drawdown of U.S. troops in Germany, which had failed to meet NATO targets for defense spending.
"He really animated the America-first ideology through diplomacy, and that was equal parts confidence, savvy, creativity and online snark," said Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.), a Trump ally and friend of Grenell's. "It was effective. He got Germany to be less of an economic welfare case for the United States."

Richard Grenell attends a reception for the international diplomatic corps hosted by German Chancellor Angela Merkel on July 6, 2018. (Sean Gallup/Getty Images)


Seasoned diplomats criticized Grenell for upending relations with a foreign partner, and later, for boosting Russian interests in the Balkans. While Grenell was still posted to Berlin in 2019, Trump tapped him to mediate between Kosovo and Serbia. Kosovo was recognized as a sovereign state by the United States but not by Serbia, long aligned with Russia. Grenell helped broker an agreement normalizing economic cooperation in the region. Kosovo's prime minister accused Grenell of helping sink his left-wing administration and favoring Serbia's  president, but both countries subsequently honored Grenell for his work.
In early 2020, Trump appointed Grenell acting director of national intelligence, a sensitive post typically held by nonpartisan national security experts who have led intelligence agencies or served in the military. During three disruptive months as a Cabinet member, Grenell purged career intelligence professionals serving in what he characterized as a bloated counterterrorism bureaucracy, and he declassified documents sought by Republicans to argue against the investigation into Russian interference.
As Grenell stepped down in May 2020, Trump called him "the all-time great acting ever, at any position."
He campaigned for the president's reelection, and days after the vote, he and other Trump surrogates alleged at a news conference that "illegal votes" had tainted the results in Nevada. The state was soon called for Biden, but Grenell has continued to promote the false claim that voting fraud fueled Biden's 2020 victory.
Grenell's allegiance to Trump has proved fruitful during the Biden years.
In late 2021, he became a high-ranking executive at Newsmax, which has grown more popular with a right-wing audience that views Fox News as insufficiently pro-Trump. The Republican National Committee paid Grenell $135,000 for consulting that year, records show. Grenell received nearly $400,000 from two pro-Trump, tax-exempt organizations in 2022, the latest year tax filings were available.
Last year, Grenell was elected to the board overseeing the Conservative Political Action Conference, a standard-bearer for the conservative movement that has become an unofficial arm of the Trump campaign.
"You probably all have heard the buzz that Ric Grenell is probably likely to have an extremely important role in a Trump administration," K.T. McFarland, a CPAC board member who served briefly as Trump's deputy national security adviser, said at its February conference. Another speaker drew applause when he started a question to Grenell this way: "Let's say that you're the next secretary of state ..."

Richard Grenell, left, receives the Order of the Serbian Flag from Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic in Belgrade, Serbia. (Darko Vojinovic/AP)


After Trump's defeat, Grenell was no longer a diplomat -- but a private citizen who continued traveling and meeting with world leaders.
Grenell returned to the Balkans in November 2021 -- days after dining with Trump at Mar-a-Lago -- amid renewed tensions between Serbia and Kosovo. Trump released a statement calling Grenell "My Envoy" and touting their 2020 economic deal in the region as "historic."
Grenell criticized U.S. policy during his trip, and Kosovo's president met with senior Biden administration officials in Washington that same month.
On his repeated trips to Kosovo and Serbia, he has used his stature in the region to boost Trump's allies, to denigrate Biden's efforts at negotiating a new peace deal, and to push for private developments.
In Serbia, Grenell is often greeted as a quasi-official, reflecting a perception that he speaks for Trump and could play an important role in a future administration. "He is undoubtedly Serbia's friend," Serbia's ambassador to Washington, Marko Duric, said in an interview last year. "He was while he had the official post, and has remained so today. Everyone in Serbia appreciates that very much."
At times, that affinity has brought him close to officials tied to the Kremlin. Grenell partied at a cabaret club in Belgrade in 2021 with Serbia's finance minister, a close ally of President Aleksandar Vucic, who has faced scrutiny in the United States for his authoritarian leanings and connections to Russia.
Grenell's deep Balkan ties helped pave the way for the estimated $1 billion in real estate projects he is now pursuing with Kushner's investment firm, Affinity Partners, including a luxury hotel and offices in downtown Belgrade and a resort on an island off the Albanian coast. "I was ecstatic to be able to get Jared and Affinity to look at the project and invest in it," Grenell said in the recent Albanian television interview, adding that he expected the deal to attract "a flood of investment."

Richard Grenell speaks during a news briefing at the White House on Sept. 4, 2020. Grenell has been pursuing development opportunities in Eastern Europe with Jared Kushner, left. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


In the fall of 2023, Sweden's drive to enter NATO was being held up by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, whose erosion of civil liberties and ties to Russian President Vladimir Putin had badly strained his ties to the United States. In Congress, some key lawmakers were demanding a commitment from Turkey before ratifying the sale of $20 billion in U.S.-made F-16 fighter jets.
Amid those tense negotiations, Grenell, a fierce critic of NATO and the Biden administration's foreign policies, made a startling offer: a meeting between Trump and Erdogan, who was coming to New York City for the United Nations General Assembly, according to the two people close to the former president.
Grenell proposed a Sept. 12 meeting, according to one of the people familiar with the request. Grenell had long opposed Sweden joining NATO, skeptical that it would meet the alliance's benchmark of spending at least 2 percent of gross domestic product on defense.
It's not clear how Grenell proposed to broker the meeting, or whom he was representing.
But the idea alarmed the Trump confidants, who were concerned about the location and security risks of Erdogan meeting with the former president. Ultimately, Trump decided against it, according to the two people.
Halil Mutlu, Erdogan's cousin and the head of his political party's operations in the United States, said he was not aware of the proposed meeting and that Grenell was not working for his organization.
A review of Grenell's public statements shows that he has pulled back on his criticism of Erdogan. In 2016, Grenell complained that Erdogan was "too close to Islamists," and as recently as June 2022 he said the Turkish president "views dissenting voices as terrorists." But in a May 2023 podcast, Grenell argued that Western media unfairly demonized Erdogan in a complicated political climate. "He's standing up for Turkey," he said.
In January, the Turkish parliament voted in favor of Sweden joining NATO. Earlier this month, when Biden invited the Swedish prime minister to the State of the Union address to celebrate NATO's expansion, Grenell mocked the foreign leader for applauding the American president.

Richard Grenell, second from left, prepares for a broadcast from the Conservative Political Action Conference with Kimberly Guilfoyle, left, Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) and former congressman Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) on March 2, 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In August, following a tumultuous presidential campaign in Guatemala, Bernardo Arevalo, a left-leaning academic, defeated Sandra Torres, a former first lady backed by the right-wing ruling class. U.S. officials then watched in alarm at what Arevalo described as a "slow-motion coup," driven by business and political elites opposed to his anti-graft platform. Guatemalan authorities seized ballot boxes on flimsy claims of voter fraud, tried to dissolve Arevelo's party and opened a criminal investigation of him.
Both Democrats and Republicans in Congress recognized Arevelo's victory, as the European Union warned of "a grave threat to democracy" in a country with a long history of corruption. The Biden administration responded aggressively, dispatching members of Congress and top diplomats. In December, the State Department restricted the visas of nearly 300 individuals in Guatemala, including 100 lawmakers, who it said were trying to undermine the rule of law.
That same day, Grenell blasted the moves as politically motivated and circulated unproven claims of election fraud made by the nation's attorney general, who was previously restricted from visiting the United States after the State Department cited her for corruption and obstructing investigations.
Grenell was in Guatemala City by Jan. 11, four days before Arevalo's inauguration. He met that evening with leaders of a right-wing group, Liga Pro Patria, which had recently tried to block Arevalo's inauguration in court. Among the activists in a photo of the meeting posted online was Steve Hecht, a political website editor in the group, who said in an interview that Liga Pro Patria invited Grenell to Guatemala to seek the backing of a powerful messenger allied with a former U.S. president.
"People couldn't believe it," Hecht said. "Here's a former, high-level U.S. official who, for whatever reason, came here, and we really appreciated him speaking out."
Fernando Linares Beltranena, a former lawmaker who also attended the meeting, said he agreed with the group that the State Department had meddled in the Guatemala election. "He told us that when he gets to the State Department, if Donald Trump arrives, then heads will roll," Linares Beltranena said.
The next day, Grenell ate lunch with outgoing president Alejandro Giammattei, whom he called "a great U.S. ally" on Instagram four days before the State Department barred the former head of state from entering the United States due to "involvement in significant corruption." (Giammattei has denied any wrongdoing.) The president's press agency released a photo of his handshake with "my friend, diplomat Richard Grenell."
"They are running around labeling everyone who disagrees with them as "undermining Democracy," Grenell said on X, in several posts bashing the State Department's efforts to safeguard Arevalo's presidency.
To Guatemalans on the far right questioning the legitimacy of Arevalo's election, Grenell's visit was a sign that help was on the way. To former and current U.S. officials concerned about the peaceful transfer of power, it was a red flag.
"People in Guatemala were asking me, 'Who is this guy?'" said Francisco Villagran de Leon, a career diplomat and adviser to Arevalo. "Why is he meeting with these known election deniers?"
Grenell briefed the U.S. Embassy in Guatemala about his concerns. But he continued publicly attacking the Biden administration's support for Arevalo, even as political chaos threatened the inauguration.
The swearing-in was delayed by nine hours amid shouting matches in the Guatemalan Congress over new leadership, street protests and a temporary suspension of Arevalo's party. Arevalo was finally sworn in after midnight.
"It took me back to Jan. 6," said Rep. Norma J. Torres (D-Calif.), a member of the U.S. delegation to the inauguration who was holed up for hours during the unrest. "It was very, very tense."
Vice President Harris hosted Arevalo at the White House on Monday.
Meanwhile, Grenell is providing cover to Arevalo's political opponents. Mario Duarte, a former Guatemalan intelligence official who has circulated many of Grenell's social media posts, met with him in Guatemala and again at CPAC last month.
"In Guatemala he is seen as an important part of team Trump," Duarte said. "I hope someone like Ric Grenell is in a position of influence of power when Trump wins -- God willing."
Mary Beth Sheridan in Mexico City and Claudia Mendez Arriaza in Guatemala contributed to this report.
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James Comer sums up his 'evidence' of Biden crimes. It's scant.
The House Oversight Committee chairman bungles facts and makes sweeping generalizations in his case against the president.
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-03-28

(Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


In an interview Monday with conservative talk radio host Jimmy Failla, Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.), chairman of the House Oversight Committee, provided an unusually succinct description of his case against President Biden. House Republicans appear to have abandoned their impeachment drive against the president, which Comer has led, and instead may go straight to the Justice Department with criminal referrals.
Comer's remarks provide a rough guide to what the House GOP may have in mind.
Here are the comments in full, with the relevant sections in bold type.
Let's dissect Comer's comments.
Documents and interviews released by Comer's committee identified payments to Hunter Biden, the president's son; Jim Biden, the president's brother; Sara Biden; his sister-in-law; and Hallie Biden, his son Beau's widow. Comer is also counting the president (more on that below). Committee staff say payments were also received by Melissa Cohen, Hunter's current spouse; Kathleen Buhle, his ex-wife; and three minor children who are not being identified, adding up to 10. Even that is being generous to Comer's theory, because virtually all of this money flowed to Hunter Biden. The others received relatively small amounts.
This is false. As we have shown before, virtually all of the companies that received the funds in question had legitimate business interests -- which shell companies by definition do not. Comer claims that it is not clear what Hunter Biden did to earn the money, when it is often quite evident. For instance, Hunter Biden earned millions as a board member of Burisma, a Ukrainian energy company. (Whether he was qualified for the post is another matter.) The committee rejects this analysis and says that the "majority of these companies did not provide services and the Bidens certainly did nothing of substance for these entities justifying millions of dollars in payment."
Comer is referring to payments from people or companies based in China ($6.5 million), Ukraine ($4 million), Romania ($1 million), and Kazakhstan ($142,300 from a businessman to Hunter Biden to pay for a Porsche sports car). The fifth country is Russia, but that requires an asterisk. The committee is counting a transfer of $3.5 million from Russian billionaire Elena Baturina. Hunter's former business partner Devon Archer testified that that money was not intended for Hunter, as has Hunter. "That was Devon's," Hunter said in his congressional interview. "I never received a dime from Ms. Baturina. I didn't have any involvement with her in any way." The committee staff says "five" is a conservative figure that does not include other countries that were allegedly sources of payments, such as Panama and Cyprus.
The last time we investigated this matter, the committee could document between $11.7 million and $15.18 million in transfers to Biden family members. (The difference depends on whether you include Baturina's $3.5 million.) The committee says the number now also includes loans to pay Hunter's taxes and the sale of his artwork.
Hunter Biden faces a criminal indictment for failing to pay $1.4 million in taxes between 2016 and 2019. He has repaid these taxes in full, his attorney says. Jim Biden was hit with a tax lien in 2018, but it was paid off a year later, so it's also wrong to say he didn't pay a penny in taxes. Twenty-five years of Joe Biden's tax returns are publicly available. Comer's broad-brush wording suggests 10 Biden family members did not pay any taxes on whatever money was transferred to them. The committee staff did not explain this comment.
Comer appears to be referring to the repayment of two interest-free loans -- one for $40,000 in 2017 and one for $200,000 in 2018 -- that Jim Biden received from his brother. The committee has suggested that Jim Biden repaid the loans with money he received from overseas, such as a Chinese company. Jim Biden has told congressional investigators that his brother was never involved in his business activities. There is no indication that Joe Biden knew the source of funding. The committee staff notes that Biden associate Eric Schwerin, who handles financial matters for the family, did not recall such loans during his interview with investigators.
The committee had published a list of alleged Biden meetings but, again, even that shows Comer is making a sweeping generalization that Joe Biden met with all of these people. The committee's list shows people from four countries (not Romania). The "meetings" include handshake greetings and being at the same table during a meal -- though accounts vary on whether Joe Biden did more than a meet-and-greet. The committee staff acknowledges that Biden did not meet with Romanian businessman Gabriel Popoviciu, later convicted on bribery-related charges, but says he met with Romanian public officials around the time that money started flowing into Hunter Biden's account for services connected to Popoviciu.
Another sweeping generalization. The United States is a strong supporter of Ukraine in its war against Russia. Romania is described as a "steadfast ally" by the State Department, while the department says the United States and Kazakhstan have developed a "strong and wide-ranging bilateral relationship." The committee staff notes that Comer did not identify what countries are bad.
The pardon reference is mysterious. The committee's "Biden influence peddling timeline" makes no reference to any pardon being sought. The committee staff did not explain this comment.
Jason Galanis, a former Hunter Biden associate now in prison, testified that Baturina "was having trouble opening a U.S. bank account based on reports of her ties to criminal figures in Russia and corruption allegations related to her politician husband." But she has never been sanctioned. Both Archer and Hunter Biden testified that she was Archer's client and was not in business with Hunter. The committee also did not explain this reference.
(About our rating scale)
Send us facts to check by filling out this form
Sign up for The Fact Checker weekly newsletter
The Fact Checker is a verified signatory to the International Fact-Checking Network code of principles
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Speaker Johnson's only path to legislative salvation: House Democrats
The Republican House speaker finds himself continuously boxed in by his own side, with legislation -- and maybe his job -- dependent on the minority.
By Paul Kane | 2024-03-27

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) is joined by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) at a candlelight vigil in support of Israel on Nov. 7, 2023. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) faces a unique dilemma as he considers how to handle the proposed security package for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan.
Johnson doesn't need to find a way to the normal majority in the House -- currently 216 out of the 431 members -- but instead he needs to pull together legislation that will get nearly 290 votes, a supermajority of two-thirds.
That's because his own Republicans have waged a war against the normal proceedings in the House, with a reactionary right-wing faction torpedoing the parliamentary process to govern debate and allow legislation to pass with a simple majority.
In their pursuit of ideological purity, these conservatives have repeatedly forced Johnson's hand to make deals with Democrats. For must-pass legislation, Johnson uses a legislative calendar that brings bills to the floor that cannot be amended, get very little debate and need a two-thirds majority -- which usually requires anywhere from 180 to 200 Democrats and another 80 to 100 Republicans.
Thus, these far-right Republicans have assured an anti-conservative outcome, over and over, leading to bills approved by the Senate's Democratic majority and a dozen to two dozen mainstream Republicans.
All of which has left Johnson with very little negotiating room as he heads toward next month's consideration of the security package, with the Senate having approved, with 70 votes, a $95 billion bloc of funds that makes none of the border and immigration changes the House GOP has been demanding for a year.
House Democrats are fully aware of the unusually powerful hand they have despite their minority status.
"Democrats have repeatedly made clear that we will find bipartisan common ground with our Republican colleagues on any issue, whenever and wherever possible, to take care of the business of the American people," House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) told reporters March 21 at a news conference.
The next day, on a bill to fund about 70 percent of federal agency budgets, Democrats provided 185 votes and Republicans 101, a handful more than needed to clear the two-thirds majority needed to pass the legislation.
"This is a Chuck Schumer, Democrat-controlled bill," Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) said during Friday's debate.
That is true, as the legislation most closely resembled the version of funding bills that won approval last summer by the Senate Appropriations Committee and were supported by Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.).
But Johnson's options, given how Greene and other fringe Republicans block his moves, were to either shut down the government or pass the legislation with huge Democratic support.
He chose the latter option and used the so-called suspension calendar -- previously reserved for noncontroversial bills, such as those that name post offices, to be considered on a fast track -- and sent the legislation to the White House for President Biden's signature.
More than 10 times in just five months as speaker, Johnson turned to the suspension calendar to pass important legislation that never before would have been considered in such a manner.
Five different bills funding the government and avoiding shutdowns won approval under this unusual technique, as did a couple that kept the Federal Aviation Administration's authority going and another outlining annual policy provisions for the Pentagon.
When the bipartisan leaders of the House Ways and Means Committee cinched a tax package, including a generous extension of the child tax credit, a liberal priority, Johnson got just 169 votes from Republicans -- about 120 short of the two-thirds majority needed.
But 188 Democrats backed the plan, sending it to the Senate, where it is now being considered.
As the House left town Friday for a long spring break, Johnson issued a statement suggesting that he wanted to work on a House version of the Senate's $95 billion security bill.
"We welcome all ongoing member deliberations over the next two weeks as the House works its will on this matter," Johnson said.
But Jeffries knows that it will be all but impossible for Johnson to craft anything that can pass the House -- unless it has overwhelming support from Democrats, enough of whom so far have only been inclined to support the Schumer-led Senate bill.
In his Thursday news conference, Jeffries referenced how Democrats were on the verge of saving Johnson on the government funding outline, nodding to the idea that they would be needed again throughout the year, particularly if he wants to pass security legislation.
"We've repeatedly done it from the beginning of this Congress, and we're prepared to do it once again," he said.
Johnson might try to add to the Senate bill some conservative policy riders related to the border crisis or on energy policy. He might try to slash the amount of funds that go toward Ukraine, or to modify those dollars into a loan program that might be repaid.
But those options are extreme long shots, because each leader knows that far-right lawmakers who back ex-president Donald Trump will block the normal parliamentary path for approving whatever Johnson comes up with via simple majority.
Greene has already threatened to force a vote to eject Johnson as speaker if he puts legislation on the floor funding Ukraine -- something she has called her own personal "red line" since early last year.
Jeffries knows that there are close to 200 Democrats and probably 100 Republicans, maybe a good bit more, willing to vote for the Senate's security legislation -- enough to clear the two-thirds majority hurdle if the speaker would just go that route.
So Jeffries can essentially dictate the outcome of anything that passes the House regarding Ukraine and the national security package, which includes money to shore up the defenses of Israel and Taiwan.
Johnson probably then faces a choice: Either allow the Senate bill to come to the floor for a vote, or sit back and watch as traditional security hawks from his own GOP caucus defect and sign a discharge petition, a legislative maneuver that if successful can bypass the majority's leadership.
If 218 members sign such a petition on legislation, it would compel a vote. Democrats currently have 191 signatures to discharge the Senate bill to the floor.
It's considered incredibly taboo to break from one's party leadership to sign a petition, but the Ukraine military is running low on ammunition and there's plenty of bipartisan appetite to reassure their defense lines.
Once a bill gets discharged, however, the actual vote would become a free vote and Republicans supporting it would probably not be considered traitors by some colleagues.
Either of those paths for the Senate bill to Biden's desk -- letting the bill win approval or getting steamrolled via discharge petition -- might prompt Greene to try oust Johnson.
With the current standing of 218 Republicans and 213 Democrats, Greene would need just two other GOP rebels to defeat Johnson, or else he would need votes from Jeffries' caucus to save him.
That offer has been made clear to Johnson -- publicly so -- that Democrats would provide votes to table the attempt to oust him as speaker.
But that offer only stands if the speaker allows the Senate bill to have a vote -- not if Democrats and a dozen or so Republicans have to use the discharge petition.
"I have made the observation that I believe there are a reasonable number of members, if the Speaker were to do the right thing, that don't believe that he should fall as a result of it," Jeffries told CBS on March 10.
As it has been for months now, Johnson's fate, on legislation and on his own standing, is very much in the hands of Democrats.
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Montana Supreme Court strikes down voting restrictions
The court said four laws were unconstitutional, including one that ended same-day voter registration in most cases. 
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-03-28

Voters cast ballots in Elliston, Mont., on Nov. 3, 2020. (Louise Johns/For The Washington Post)


Montana's highest court on Wednesday struck down four laws that the state's Republican-led legislature passed in 2021 to restrict voting.
The Montana Supreme Court declared the laws unconstitutional, siding with a district court judge who ruled against them in 2022. The laws "violate the fundamental right to vote provided to all citizens by the Montana Constitution," according to a summary of the majority opinion that was signed by four of the seven justices.
The laws ended same-day voter registration in most cases, eliminated student ID cards as a permitted form of voter ID and sought to curtail paid ballot-collection efforts. They also outlawed absentee ballots for people who would be 18 years old by Election Day.
"Today's decision is a tremendous victory for democracy, Native voters, and young people across the state of Montana," Sheila Hogan, executive director of the Montana Democratic Party, said in a statement. "While Republican politicians continue to attack voting rights and our protected freedoms, their voter suppression efforts failed and were struck down as unconstitutional."
The office of Montana's secretary of state, Christi Jacobsen (R), criticized the Supreme Court decision Wednesday.
"The Secretary is devastated by this decision but assures Montanans that her commitment to election integrity will not waver by this narrow adoption of judicial activism that is certain to fall on the wrong side of history," Jacobsen's office said in a statement. "State and county election officials have been punched in the gut."
Montana's state legislature passed all four laws in 2021 as Republican-led states nationwide pursued tighter election rules in the wake of President Donald Trump's reelection defeat.
The Montana Democratic Party and other groups challenged the laws in court, with District Court Judge Michael Moses striking them down in separate rulings in 2022.
Native American communities said some of the laws especially hurt them. The Supreme Court opinion said the law targeting ballot-collection services "takes away the only option to vote for a significant number of Native Americans living on reservations."
"Victory in a lawsuit is not just about winning in the courtroom, but it's about upholding justice and defending the truth and restoring balance," said Ronnie Jo Horse, executive director of Western Native Voice, one of the plaintiffs. The Supreme Court ruling, she added, is "not just a win for us but for all of Montana."
Chief Justice Mike McGrath wrote the opinion released Wednesday and was joined by Justices Laurie McKinnon, James Jeremiah Shea and Ingrid Gustafson. Supreme Court justices in Montana are elected on a nonpartisan basis.
Montana is a key political battleground in the 2024 election. While it is not expected to be competitive in the presidential race, Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) is a top target of national Republicans as they seek to flip control of the U.S. Senate.
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Republicans are more pessimistic about democracy than Democrats
They are also less likely to prioritize its defense.
By Philip Bump | 2024-03-27

A sign next to a gas station in Worthington, Pa., proclaims in 2021 that "God Knows Trump Won." (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


There's little question that Republican candidates on the ballot in November believe that immigration is the most useful issue for them to highlight. Fox News went from mentioning the border (or migrants or immigration) about 1,400 times in July to more than 9,200 times in February and over 9,600 times last month. This wasn't obviously linked to the situation at the border; the number of people stopped at the border was about the same in February as it was in July, though higher in between.
There is similarly little question that President Biden and his party seek to frame the campaign as a defense of democracy itself. This is in part sincere, as Biden (and many others) fret about the repercussions of a second Donald Trump administration. It is also useful, centering the presidential choice on something other than the unpopular incumbent.
You can see this dynamic reflected in polling conducted by Quinnipiac University. In August, a plurality of respondents said that the economy was the most urgent issue in the country. Since then, immigration has steadily climbed, driven by Republicans citing it as the most urgent issue. Now, immigration, the economy and preserving democracy are all in the same range, with the latter issue the most common choice among Democrats.




Quinnipiac's poll has the presidential race in a dead heat, as do most polls and as most polls almost certainly will until Election Day. Among those who say that immigration is the most urgent issue, Trump has a 73-point lead. Among those who say preserving democracy is, the 73-point lead is Biden's.




But there's a curious subtext to this. When Quinnipiac asked Americans whether democracy was working in the United States, Republicans expressed the most skepticism. Most Democrats said it was working; most Republicans said it wasn't.




While most people didn't indicate concern that American democracy would end in their lifetimes, Republicans were significantly more likely to say they had that concern than were Democrats.




So what gives? How is it that Democrats are so eager to preserve democracy but also are so confident that democracy is faring well?
The answer comes in another question presented by Quinnipiac. Asked how much confidence they had in the counting of the results of the 2024 presidential election, most respondents said they were at least somewhat confident. Most Republicans, on the other hand, said they were not so confident or not confident at all.




This comports with other polling showing that Republicans believe (incorrectly) that the 2020 election was tainted by fraud. If you think that President Biden's election was illegitimate, as most Republicans (incorrectly) do, you are going to be dubious of the vote count in 2024, too. And you are going to think that democracy is already shaky, to put it mildly.
This is the distinction. Democrats generally understand that Biden's win was legitimate and that Trump and his allies tried to block Biden's inauguration. They worry that Trump will engage in other actions meant to subvert democracy and American institutions. But many Republicans think that subversion already took place. They think democracy is already damaged.
There's an interesting coda to all this. Asked who is better suited to preserve democracy, responses were split on party lines, just as they were on the whom-do-you-support question. Democrats think Biden is better suited to defend democracy, as do independents by a small margin. Republicans say it's Trump.




Only one of those answers can be right.
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NBC offered Ronna McDaniel a better contract to appear on MSNBC
The cable channel was part of the broad push to clinch a contributor deal for McDaniel, whose hiring caused an uproar.
By Sarah Ellison, Josh Dawsey | 2024-03-28

Ronna McDaniel speaks to the audience before the second Republican presidential primary debate at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, Calif., on Sept. 27. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


MSNBC President Rashida Jones participated in recruiting former Republican National Committee chair Ronna McDaniel earlier this month and McDaniel was offered a more lucrative contributor contract after she agreed to appear on MSNBC and not just NBC News, according to people familiar with the matter.
NBC News said on Tuesday that McDaniel -- who repeatedly backed Donald Trump in raising questions about the validity of the 2020 election and helped organize a scheme involving alternate electors -- would not appear on the network as a paid contributor after MSNBC's anchors repeatedly attacked the hiring and called for the decision to be reversed.

Former Republican National Committee chair Ronna McDaniel said on March 24 that President Biden had legitimately won the 2020 election.


But Jones had a one-on-one video call in early March after an executive at NBC News orchestrated the contact, according to the people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive internal discussions.
McDaniel was concerned she would face particularly harsh interviews, and the liberal-leaning viewers would not respond to her positively, according to people with knowledge of her concerns. Her original preference was just to appear on NBC News, the people said, and early talks with the network had centered around NBC appearances.
In a friendly call between Jones and McDaniel, the two spoke about American politics, their young children and the need to have differing views on the airwaves, the people familiar with the matter said. McDaniel left the call heartened, people close to her said.
Top NBC News executives preferred that McDaniel agree to appear on both channels, according to the people familiar with the matter. MSNBC is a liberal-leaning sister network to NBC News.
McDaniel agreed to appear on both networks after a series of informal discussions and the improved contract, the people said.
NBC executives including Rebecca Blumenstein and Carrie Budoff Brown led the hiring process. After McDaniel and NBC executives started talking about her joining the network, they introduced McDaniel to others in the building including Jones, a practice that people close to NBC News and MSNBC said is customary during the hiring process of on-air contributors.
After McDaniel was hired and a backlash ensued, Jones privately told MSNBC anchors on Friday and Saturday that McDaniel would not appear on the network, according to people familiar with her calls last weekend. She reassured them that they have editorial independence over their respective shows, these people said.
As of Tuesday afternoon, a person close to McDaniel said she still had not been notified of her termination. She did not respond to phone calls seeking comment.
McDaniel is preparing to sue the network and has been in discussions with lawyers. She told others she expects to be paid for her two-year contract. She has expressed dismay to allies that she was treated shabbily by the network after they heavily recruited her, according to people who have spoken to her, particularly by executives who personally wooed her.
McDaniel's relationship with top NBC executives began last fall, according to people familiar with what took place. NBC was determined to secure a Republican primary debate, repeatedly talking to RNC officials about their chances and even sending star anchor Lester Holt to Washington for a pitch meeting at RNC headquarters. RNC officials wanted to give at least one debate to a nonconservative news outlet in a bid to broaden the party's outreach.

Ronna McDaniel shakes hands with Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) before  taping his podcast during the Conservative Political Action Conference annual meeting on Feb. 27, 2020. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


After the RNC gave NBC a debate, top RNC and NBC News officials worked closely together ahead of the November event and developed a rapport, celebrating the debate's conclusion together and keeping in regular touch, the people familiar with the matter said.
After Trump began talking about removing McDaniel as RNC chairwoman earlier this year, she spoke with several networks about a contract but gravitated toward NBC based on her relationships with top NBC executives, these people said. There were multiple conversations and in-person meetings, including a dinner in New York City one week before she left the RNC.
Last week, the network issued a glowing statement to the New York Times calling her voice "essential" to understanding the Republican Party. Her hiring was greeted by widespread criticism of the network from liberals and media critics.
McDaniel raised questions about the validity of the results of the 2020 election, suggested there was "stealing," helped orchestrate a scheme of alternate electors for Trump and offered the lobby of the RNC for two of Trump's lawyers to use, where they espoused false conspiracy theories about the 2020 election. McDaniel said in testimony that she believed the alternate electors were only a contingency plan.

Former Republican National Committee chair Ronna McDaniel said March 24 that rioters charged with "violent acts" on Jan. 6 should not be freed.


Ironically, one of the reasons McDaniel was ousted as chair of the party is that Trump did not believe that she shared his belief on the 2020 stolen election and that she was doing enough on "election integrity," according to advisers close to the former president.
"To be clear, we believe NBC News should seek out conservative Republican voices to provide balance in their election coverage," co-host Mika Brzezinski said Monday on MSNBC's "Morning Joe." "But it should be conservative Republicans, not a person who used her position of power to be an anti-democracy election denier."
In recent days, Trump advisers have asked RNC employees if they believe the election was stolen, making it a litmus test of sorts for being employed at the RNC.
On Sunday, after former anchor Chuck Todd criticized McDaniel on "Meet the Press," citing her actions after the 2020 election and accusing the RNC of "gaslighting" during her tenure, NBC News reached out to McDaniel and her team to offer apologies, a person familiar with the matter said. Executives signaled to McDaniel that they would stand by her and it would blow over.

NBC News chief political analyst Chuck Todd on March 24 pushed back on the hiring of former RNC chair Ronna McDaniel by the network.


When McDaniel wanted to issue a statement on Monday after "Morning Joe" anchors attacked her and other criticism grew, she was dissuaded by NBC from doing so, according to a person familiar with the matter. The statement would have been benign and said that she was looking forward to sharing her perspective on-air.
McDaniel learned from her agent on Monday that NBC was likely to cut ties. She expressed surprise to others that her agent represented others at NBC News, and she soon began looking for a lawyer.
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Chris Christie turns down No Labels presidential bid after discussions 
The decision removes one of the top remaining prospects for the centrist group hoping to upset the two-party system this year with a bipartisan "unity ticket."
By Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey | 2024-03-27

Former New Jersey governor Chris Christie speaks at a town hall campaign event where he announced he was dropping out of the 2024 presidential race, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024, in Windham, N.H. (Robert F. Bukaty/AP)


Former New Jersey governor Chris Christie (R) has decided against running as the No Labels candidate for president after spending time and money gaming out the prospects of a centrist third-party bid against President Biden and former president Donald Trump.
The decision leaves the group with few remaining high-profile options for candidates, despite widespread public concern over the two major-party contenders.
"I appreciate the encouragement I've gotten to pursue a third-party candidacy," Christie said in a statement to The Washington Post on Wednesday. "While I believe this is a conversation that needs to be had with the American people, I also believe that if there is not a pathway to win and if my candidacy in any way, shape or form would help Donald Trump become president again, then it is not the way forward."
Christie and his team spent the last several weeks investigating the possibility of joining a No Labels bid, as leaders of No Labels amped up their courtship of him to become a candidate.
His team commissioned polling in 13 states about his bid, calculated a potential campaign budget and studied potential maps for winning the electoral college, eventually concluding that a third-party bid would need to win 20 to 25 states, according to a people involved, who like others for this story spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
Ultimately, Christie concluded that while there is a conceptual appetite for a third choice in the upcoming election, there was not a practical path to victory. The obstacles included significant ballot access and litigation expenses, a late start for raising campaign dollars and the risk of drawing votes away from Biden to help elect Trump as president, the people said.
"I am going to make sure that in no way do I enable Donald Trump to ever be president of the United States again. And that's more important than my own personal ambition," Christie said in January when he ended his campaign for the Republican presidential nomination.
No Labels leaders have given themselves until the first weeks of April to nominate a presidential ticket, though they have cautioned that they will not move forward if they cannot recruit someone with a path to winning. People involved in No Labels have told others in recent weeks that they expected the nominee will be Christie, according to people familiar with the conversations.
"It is possible in the end we won't find suitable candidates. We all realize that," said Mike Rawlings, a former Dallas mayor and CEO of Pizza Hut who is running the No Labels convention process, in a call with supporters on March 8.
Over the fierce objections of Democratic leaders, the group has said the conditions for moving forward with their bid -- the presumptive nominations of Trump and Biden -- have been met. But many of the potential candidates they had courted have publicly ruled out joining the ticket, including Sen. Joe Manchin III (D-W.Va.), former Maryland governor Larry Hogan (R) and former Georgia lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan (R). One of the co-chairmen of the group, former Sen. Joseph Lieberman (I-Conn.), 82, died Wednesday after complications from a fall, his family confirmed.
No Labels, organized through a national nonprofit with state affiliates, has gained ballot access or finished their applications in 19 states, the group announced Wednesday. The nonprofit, which does not disclose its donors, cannot directly fund a presidential campaign, creating a financial challenge for any contenders who want to run on the No Labels bid without significant personal wealth or a preexisting network of supporters.
No Labels allies have started a super PAC, New Leaders 2024, which can accept donations of unlimited amounts, to help fund the campaign, and several top donors to No Labels have made offers to back a bipartisan "unity ticket," according to people familiar with the conversations.
Christie's Republican campaign for president was built around fierce opposition to Trump. He had dismissed the No Labels presidential project last summer as a "fool's errand." But in an interview last week with the Axe Files podcast, Christie made clear he was considering the possibility.
"I wouldn't preclude anything at this point," Christie said. "I would just say that there are a number of hurdles to get over before I would actually consider running as a third-party."
After Christie left the Republican race, he told NBC News he would not vote for Trump "under any circumstances."
"I can't see myself voting for President Biden, either," he added.
Christie said Wednesday in his statement that he continues to believe that the nation's politics needs to change. "I believe we need a country that once again feels like everyone has a stake in what we're doing and leadership that strives to bring people together, instead of using anger to divide us," he said.
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How to become a multibillionaire nearly overnight, just like Trump
Step one: Set up a Mastodon server. Step two: Be the head of a massive cult of personality.
By Philip Bump | 2024-03-27

Trump Media & Technology Group stock market trading information is seen on a television at the Nasdaq Marketplace on Tuesday. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


It is generally understood that the appeal of living in the United States -- the American Dream itself -- is that anyone can be a success. That opportunity is offered evenly and anyone could take advantage to become a success. You can grow up to be president! You can become a billionaire! It's there for the taking!
The reality is a bit coarser, of course, as anyone over 21 or so can attest. It's like the line from "Cunk on Christmas" about Santa Claus. Good and bad kids both end up getting lots of presents. It's poor kids who don't, since "Santa judges a child's goodness based largely on parental income."
But this week offers a new reason to believe that massive fortunes are available to the average American. As it turns out, just by following a few simple steps, you too can become a multibillionaire in just a matter of months. And the source of the lesson in boundless wealth, remarkably enough, is a former American president.
On Tuesday, the parent company for Donald Trump's social media website went public, offering stock for purchase. The stock price quickly surged, meaning that the wealth of stockholders did, too. And Trump owns a lot of stock in Trump Media & Technology Group (Nasdaq listing symbol "DJT"). So, by the end of the day, he'd gone from "a billionaire" (with a few billion dollars in net worth) to "one of the richest billionaires in the world." The 377th richest, as it turns out.
For you, the person sitting at home marveling at this stroke of good luck, the whole thing probably seems somewhat esoteric. It's not like just anyone can create a social media site that stockholders value at billions of dollars, right? No, not right. As it turns out, anyone can do what Trump did. With one small catch.
Here's how.
That sentence is admittedly complicated-sounding to a layperson, but it really isn't.
There is open-source software called Mastodon that provides the functionality of a Twitter-like website. (We'll just call it "Twitter-like" since it runs the way Twitter did when it was called Twitter and that way you know what we're talking about.) It's like building a car from a kit: you've got all the pieces to make it work and then you just need to customize it to your liking.
Now perhaps you are thinking that, surely, Trump's media company must have done something more complicated than this. He's not building a car from a kit. He created his own car company! Right? And the answer to that, again, is no.
Truth Social is just Mastodon, with the elephant-logo elements (mostly) removed and the Mastodon-specific vernacular like calling posts "toots" (mostly) stripped away. But you can still see them. Mastodon includes a default error image of an elephant smashing on a computer keyboard. It appears in the root of a server running a Mastodon instance (like at mastodon.social). And here's the one at Truth Social.
Still not convinced? Following the advice of other social media users, you can change your default language on Truth Social to "Nederlands" and voila: Donald Trump's page offers the option to view Trump's "toots en reacties" -- toots and reactions.

(Truth Social)


(The all-caps is Trump, not Mastodon.)
Trump's team has in the past said the site is built on Mastodon. So why not build your own? Again, the tool is open-source, meaning that -- like Trump's other favorite software, BleachBit -- it's free to download and use (within certain constraints). The instructions can be found online.
Once you've set up your server, we're ready to move on.
Obviously no one is going to invest in a social media site that you just started. You need to let it grow for about a year or two before you can become a billionaire.
That's what Trump did. He launched it in February 2022, with technical glitches keeping the user count low. (The glitches have not all been smoothed out.) But slowly, over time, the site grew, adding users until it could boast a robust 5 million monthly active users by the time it went public. Only 210 million fewer users than Twitter had when it went public, or 840 million fewer than Facebook had when it did.
How hard is it to get 5 million monthly users? Not very! Rumble, a video-sharing site you might not have heard of, has about 60 million. Five million monthly users is about what Letterboxd, the movie-review site, had as of last year. And Letterboxd got there without such traffic magnets as Catturd!
And again, you don't need to do this immediately. If it takes two years, it takes two years. Once you're there, you're ready to go public.
This is admittedly the trickiest step, but not necessarily an impossible one.
Donald Trump grew Truth Social by making it the sole outlet for his various all-caps musings about politics and the world around him. Given that more than 70 million people voted for him in 2020, getting 5 million to sign up for and use Truth Social wasn't really that big a lift. If anything, it's rather underwhelming. Particularly given that some portion of Truth Social users are not necessarily political supporters of the former president but, instead, reporters and other such undesirables.
The part about being receptive to influence from people giving you money or doing business with you is important, though. Trump has shown evidence of this tendency over and over, from his interactions with Saudi Arabia to his discussions with an investor in TikTok's parent company to elevating random ideas from members of his club/home. To get people to invest heavily in your businesses, it's useful to have them think they'll get a benefit on the back end. Even Hunter Biden knew this.
Are people pouring money into Truth Social stock because they think that it's going to overtake X (formerly Twitter) or Meta? No. They are pouring money into it because they want to show support for Trump or because they might want to take an Oval Office meeting with Trump in 2025 and tell him how much stock they bought, or both. Or they're just pumping up the price before an inevitable dump. We'll see.
But that's it. Follow those three steps and, next thing you know, you'll be on Bloomberg's billionaires list, too. The American Dream, in all of its equal-opportunity glory.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/03/27/trump-truth-stock-billions/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Joseph Lieberman, senator and vice-presidential nominee, dies at 82
As Al Gore's Democratic running mate in 2000, he was the first Jewish candidate on the national ticket of a major party.
By Michael H. Brown | 2024-03-28

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore, left, and his running mate, Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman of Connecticut, during a 2000 campaign stop in Carthage, Tenn. (Luke Frazza/AFP/Getty Images)


Joseph I. Lieberman, the doggedly independent four-term U.S. senator from Connecticut who was the Democratic nominee for vice president in 2000, becoming the first Jewish candidate on the national ticket of a major party, died March 27 in New York City. He was 82.
The cause was complications from a fall, his family said in a statement. He fell at his home in the Bronx and was pronounced dead at a hospital in Manhattan.
Mr. Lieberman viewed himself as a centrist Democrat, solidly in his party's mainstream with his support of abortion rights, environmental protections, gay rights and gun control. But he was also unafraid to stray from Democratic orthodoxy, most notably in his consistently hawkish stands on foreign policy.
His full-throated support of the 2003 invasion of Iraq and the increasingly unpopular war that followed doomed Mr. Lieberman's bid for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2004 and led to his rejection by Connecticut Democrats when he sought his fourth Senate term in 2006. He kept his seat by running that November as an independent candidate and attracting substantial support from Republican and unaffiliated voters.
"I have not always fit comfortably into conventional political boxes," Mr. Lieberman said near the end of his Senate career, an understatement that tiptoed around the anger his maverick ways stoked among many liberals.

Joseph Lieberman, a longtime senator from Connecticut and Al Gore's Democratic running mate in 2000, died March 27 in New York City. He was 82.


His transition from Al Gore's running mate in 2000 on the Democratic ticket to high-profile cheerleader for Republican presidential candidate John McCain eight years later was a turnaround unmatched in recent American politics.
In a prime-time speech at the 2008 Republican convention, Mr. Lieberman hailed McCain, a senator from Arizona and former Vietnam War POW, for his courage and accomplishment. He dismissed Barack Obama, the one-term senator from Illinois and Democratic nominee, as "a gifted and eloquent young man" who lacked the experience needed in the White House.
On international trips to Iraq and other hot spots, Mr. Lieberman and McCain had become close friends as well as allies in support of the Iraq War -- including President George W. Bush's decision in 2007 to shore up the faltering U.S. military effort with the "surge" of thousands of additional troops.
McCain seriously considered making Mr. Lieberman his running mate, but his advisers warned that Mr. Lieberman's Democratic history and voting record, particularly his stand in favor of abortion rights, would anger convention delegates and split the party. McCain instead chose the right-wing populist governor of Alaska, Sarah Palin, a decision he later said he regretted.
Most observers, including Mr. Lieberman, doubted that his presence on the ticket would have saved McCain from defeat by Obama, who became the first Black president. Mr. Lieberman remarked that had he joined McCain on the ballot, he would have had the distinction not only of running for vice president on both party tickets but also of losing twice. "God saved me from that -- or the Republican delegates saved me from that," he told the Hartford Courant.
Mr. Lieberman continued to draw Democrats' ire after leaving the Senate in 2012, most especially with his efforts to mount a third-party presidential ticket in the 2024 election. As a co-chair of the centrist group No Labels, he helped lead the organization's campaign to field an alternative to the major-party candidates -- a move that some Democrats feared would take votes from President Biden and help Donald Trump recapture the White House.

Mr. Lieberman in Beijing in 2023. (Gilles Sabrie for The Washington Post)


Joseph Isadore Lieberman was born in Stamford, Conn., on Feb. 24, 1942, the oldest of three children in an Orthodox Jewish family. His father, a former bakery-truck driver, eventually saved enough to buy a liquor store. His parents impressed upon him the value of education and instilled in him an ambition to succeed. He was senior class president and senior prom king of his high school.
He entered Yale University in 1960 as the first member of his family to go to college, and he said he was inspired to enter public service by President John F. Kennedy's inaugural address, with its challenge to "ask what you can do for your country."
While in college, he worked part time on the successful 1962 U.S. Senate campaign of Abraham Ribicoff, a former Democratic congressman and governor, and the next year was a summer intern in Ribicoff's Washington office. Ribicoff, the son of Jewish immigrants from Poland, became a role model and taught him, Mr. Lieberman wrote, the value of compromise over unproductive rigidity.
Mr. Lieberman furthered his political education by writing his senior thesis on John M. Bailey, a backroom pol who had long dominated Connecticut's Democratic Party and served as chairman of the Democratic National Committee for much of the 1960s. The thesis resulted in a Bailey biography, "The Power Broker" (1966) -- the first of nine books Mr. Lieberman wrote or co-wrote. In addition to lessons-learned memoirs, the subjects ranged from nuclear proliferation to the benefits of resting on the Sabbath.
After graduating from Yale in 1964 and then Yale Law School in 1967, he joined a New Haven firm, became active in local political and community work, and looked for an opportunity to run for office. It came in 1970 when he upset the incumbent state senator from largely Democratic New Haven in the party primary. Among his doorbell-ringing volunteers was Bill Clinton, then a Yale Law student.

Mr. Lieberman at a 1978 parade in New Haven, Conn., when he was serving as majority leader of the state Senate. (Bob Child/AP)


Mr. Lieberman served 10 years in the state Senate, the last six as majority leader. His ambition was to be governor, but, in 1980, seeing no immediate path to higher state office, he gave up his Senate seat to run for the open U.S. House seat for the New Haven area.
With the district's Democratic advantage and strong polling numbers, his victory seemed assured. But helped by Ronald Reagan's strong showing in the presidential race, the Republican won. The loss was painfully embarrassing for a politician unused to defeat. Not long afterward, in 1981, he and his first wife, Elizabeth "Betty" Haas, divorced.
In Mr. Lieberman's telling, he and his wife -- the parents of two children, Matt and Rebecca -- drifted apart as their personalities and careers developed. The demands of his political life were one factor, he wrote in his 2000 memoir, "In Praise of Public Life." Another was "that I had become much more religiously observant."
A year after the divorce, a friend introduced him to Hadassah Freilich Tucker, a Prague-born daughter of Holocaust survivors whose father was a rabbi. Her family -- the Freilichs -- immigrated to the United States in 1949 after the Communists took over Czechoslovakia. When Mr. Lieberman met her, she was the divorced mother of a 6-year-old son, Ethan, and an executive at Pfizer Pharmaceuticals in New York City. It was, Mr. Lieberman wrote, "chemistry at first conversation."
They married in 1983, and she was her husband's political partner and trusted adviser through the rest of his career. In addition to his wife, survivors include their daughter, Hana Lowenstein; two children from his first marriage, Matt Lieberman and Rebecca Lieberman; a stepson, Ethan Tucker; two sisters; and 13 grandchildren.

Mr. Lieberman at a news conference in Hartford, Conn., in 1984, when he was serving as state attorney general. (Bob Child/AP)


In 1982, ready for another try, Mr. Lieberman ran for what had been the low-profile office of state attorney general. Promising to be the "people's lawyer," he swept to victory -- along with the other Democratic candidates for statewide state offices -- and built an activist record by going after polluters, consumer rip-offs and child-support delinquents.
He easily won reelection four years later, and then, urged on by party leaders, he took on U.S. Sen. Lowell P. Weicker Jr., a three-term liberal Republican generally thought to be unbeatable. With TV attack ads and support from Republicans unhappy with Weicker -- including an endorsement from prominent conservative intellectual William F. Buckley Jr. -- Mr. Lieberman squeaked to victory in 1988.
In Washington, Mr. Lieberman became known as a serious-minded legislator adept at working with colleagues on both sides of the aisle. One of his earliest achievements was having a leadership role in the bipartisan amendment in 1990 of the Clean Air Act, beefing up federal regulation of pollutants.
He was also proud of bipartisan government changes he helped enact after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, most prominently the creation of the Department of Homeland Security and the restructuring of the intelligence community.
Mr. Lieberman generally voted with his party, but he sided with Republicans on cutting the capital gains tax, funding vouchers that parents could use to send their children to private schools, and placing new restrictions on consumer lawsuits against corporations, the latter of special interest to Connecticut's large insurance companies.
His willingness to buck his party put him at odds with teachers, trial lawyers and other powerful Democratic constituencies. But it gave him influence within the increasingly polarized Senate, former Senate historian Donald Ritchie said in an interview for this obituary. As the political middle shrank, his swing vote took on added value.
In the run-up to the Iraq War, a majority of Senate Democrats voted to authorize Bush to take military action against Saddam Hussein's regime. But unlike many of those colleagues, Mr. Lieberman continued to support the 2003 invasion after Hussein's alleged weapons of mass destruction failed to materialize and U.S.-led occupation forces were bogged down by civil war and anti-coalition insurgency.
"This is a battle in the war on terrorism. Failure and defeat is not an option," he said in September 2003. When Senate Democrats voted unanimously in April 2007 to begin withdrawing U.S. troops by the following October, he joined Republicans in opposition.
His stand was in keeping with a long record of support for intervention abroad. He co-sponsored the resolution authorizing the use of troops to expel Iraqi forces from Kuwait in 1991 and pressed the Clinton administration to take forceful action against Serbian aggression in the Balkans. He was one of Israel's most fervent backers on Capitol Hill. And, in line with the interests of Connecticut's large defense industry, he supported robust spending on weaponry.
"Like it or not, we live in an imperfect world, so, like it or not, you've got to stand up and fight," he told the New York Times in 1991. "If I can be simplistic about it: If good people stand by while bad things are being done, evil will triumph."

Mr. Lieberman and his wife, Hadassah, arrive in Nashville on the presidential campaign trail in 2000. (Luke Frazza/AFP/Getty Images)


In private life, Mr. Lieberman was a strict observer of Orthodox Jewish rules. He kept a kosher diet, prayed daily and declined to campaign on the Sabbath. He brought moral certitude to his public life as well, denouncing gratuitous sex and violence in films, television shows and pop music.
He helped enact a 1996 law requiring new TV sets to have a device that enabled parents to block objectionable programs, and he teamed up with conservative commentator William J. Bennett to hand out "Silver Sewer Awards" for media content deemed "cultural pollution." Along with headlines, Mr. Lieberman garnered loathing from the entertainment industry. "He's a self-righteous religious fanatic," record company executive Howie Klein said in 2000, as quoted on MTV.com. Television critic James Poniewozik, then with Time magazine, dubbed him "Schoolmarm Joe."
Mr. Lieberman cemented his reputation for diligent morality -- or moralizing, as his detractors saw it -- in 1998 when he publicly rebuked President Clinton, a personal friend and fellow Democrat, for his affair with White House intern Monica Lewinsky. He was the first prominent Democratic lawmaker to do so.
"Such behavior is not just inappropriate. It is immoral," he said in a Senate speech that drew praise from colleagues in both parties. "And it is harmful, for it sends a message of what is acceptable behavior to the larger American family -- particularly to our children -- which is as influential as the negative messages communicated by the entertainment culture." (In 1999, Mr. Lieberman joined all other Democratic senators in voting against removing Clinton from office.)
For Gore, Clinton's vice president, the Lewinsky speech and, more broadly, Mr. Lieberman's rectitude made him a particularly attractive running mate at a time when Gore was anxious to distance himself from Clinton's tawdry personal conduct.
At the campaign's outset, there was speculation that antisemitism, latent or overt, might hurt the Gore-Lieberman ticket. Mr. Lieberman embraced his faith in public, often quoting from the Hebrew Bible and giving thanks to God. The Anti-Defamation League asked him to reduce his religious references during the 2000 race to avoid alienating the public.
One of Mr. Lieberman's enduring themes was that religion in general, not just the Jewish faith, deserved a more prominent place in public life. Years later, Mr. Lieberman told CNN that he encountered no antisemitism on the campaign trail. And the consensus among pundits was that Mr. Lieberman's religion played no role in Gore's loss, in keeping with political history that suggests a party's vice-presidential choice seldom makes a difference in the voting.
Gore and Mr. Lieberman lost the election to Bush and his running mate, Dick Cheney, following a 5-to-4 Supreme Court ruling that awarded Florida's disputed 25 electoral votes to the GOP ticket. But Mr. Lieberman emerged with national name recognition and, once Gore declined to run again, front-runner status in early polling for the party's 2004 presidential nomination.

Mr. Lieberman, left, with Gore in November 2000, talking to reporters while awaiting the result of a recount in Florida. (Luke Frazza/AFP/Getty Images)


Considered the most moderate of the party's nine 2004 hopefuls, Mr. Lieberman contended that his record on the environment and social issues combined with his strong stand on defense made him the Democrat best positioned to attract independents and defeat Bush.
What pundits described as a dearth of cash and charisma worked against him. Gore's endorsement of another candidate, former Vermont governor Howard Dean, was a further blow. But the biggest obstacle to Mr. Lieberman's nomination was the anger among Democrats over his support of the Iraq War.
He placed fifth in the New Hampshire primary, and the following Tuesday, the best he could do in seven state nominating contests was a distant second in Delaware. It was an unmistakable repudiation, and Mr. Lieberman dropped out that night. (Sen. John F. Kerry of Massachusetts eventually won the nomination and lost the general election to incumbent Bush.)
Mr. Lieberman's defeat two years later in the Democratic Senate primary in Connecticut was an even more painful measure of his party standing. His challenger, wealthy businessman (and later governor) Ned Lamont, focused on Mr. Lieberman's support of Bush's war policy and made heavy use of a photo of the president embracing Lieberman at the 2005 State of the Union speech.
Mr. Lieberman, who had breezed to reelection twice before, dismissed the primary's outcome as unrepresentative of the state's full electorate and, running as an independent in the general election, got almost 50 percent of the vote, to Lamont's 40 percent and 10 percent for the little-known GOP nominee. Mr. Lieberman later disclosed that a top Bush aide steered GOP money to his campaign.
Returning to the Senate as a self-described "independent Democrat," Mr. Lieberman continued to caucus with the Democrats. But he viewed his November victory as vindication of his independent record and felt, as he put it, "profoundly liberated."
For some Democrats, Mr. Lieberman's support of McCain two years later went beyond independence to apostasy. After the election, there was a move to strip him of his chairmanship of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. But party leaders were anxious to keep him from bolting to the Republicans.
After Obama and Democratic Senate leader Harry M. Reid of Nevada urged forgiveness, Senate Democrats voted 42 to 13 to let Mr. Lieberman keep the chairmanship. His only penalty was the loss of his seat on the Environment and Public Works Committee. He accepted the arrangement, telling reporters that he regretted some of his campaign statements "and now it's time to move on."

Mr. Lieberman, left, with fellow senators Ben Nelson (D-Neb.), Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) at a 2009 news conference. (Richard A. Lipski/The Washington Post)


In 2009, he helped the new Obama administration get its first big win: a $787 billion package to stimulate the recession-racked economy. The next year, he was a leader in the successful fight -- against GOP opposition led by McCain -- to repeal the Clinton-era "don't ask, don't tell" policy prohibiting gay people from serving openly in the military.
He was also influential in shaping Obama's health-care initiative, although in a way that once again infuriated some Democrats. Attentive to Connecticut's insurance industry, Mr. Lieberman threatened to filibuster the bill if it included a government-run health insurance option. With the support of every Senate Democrat needed to overcome solid GOP opposition, the administration dropped the public option, and Mr. Lieberman voted in 2009 for the Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare.
Mr. Lieberman announced in early 2011 that he would not seek reelection the next year. By way of explanation, he invoked Ecclesiastes. It was, he said, "time for another season and another purpose under heaven." He dismissed poor political prospects as a factor. He conceded that he faced a difficult campaign but added, "So what else is new?"
After leaving the Senate, Mr. Lieberman became senior counsel at the Manhattan-based law firm Kasowitz, Benson, Torres and joined company boards. He continued to take public positions on political issues. He led a group opposed to the Iran nuclear deal negotiated by the Obama administration. He endorsed President Donald Trump's decision to move the U.S. Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. He promoted Trump's nomination of Betsy DeVos, a charter school and voucher advocate, to be education secretary.
Nevertheless, Mr. Lieberman endorsed the Democratic presidential nominees in 2016 and 2020 -- Hillary Clinton and Joe Biden, respectively -- and told CNN in 2021 that Trump was "really hurting our constitutional democracy" by continuing to claim the 2020 election had been stolen.
He was most prominent as a leader of No Labels, an organization founded to encourage bipartisanship, and he missed no opportunity to reiterate the plea he made in his 2012 farewell Senate speech. "The greatest obstacle I see standing between us and the brighter American future we all want is right here in Washington," he told colleagues. "It is the partisan polarization of our politics which prevents us from making the principled compromises on which progress in a democracy depends."
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Biden back in Washington between days on campaign trail
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Marianne LeVine, Philip Bump, Maxine Joselow, Josh Dawsey, Aaron Blake, Colby Itkowitz, Bryan Pietsch, Michael Scherer, Hannah Knowles, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Toluse Olorunnipa, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Keith L. Alexander, Isaac Arnsdorf, Shayna Jacobs, Jeremy Barr | 2024-03-27
President Biden is back in Washington after he and Vice President Harris campaigned Tuesday in North Carolina, a presidential battleground state. On Thursday, Biden plans to travel to New York, where he will be joined at a fundraiser by former presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton.
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Americans' patience with Israel appears to wear thin
Americans haven't turned against Israel, in a lot of ways. But they -- and especially Democrats -- continue to turn against its prosecution of the war in Gaza in politically significant ways.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-03-27

President Biden meets with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Tel Aviv in October. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


Americans -- Democrats especially -- have soured on Israel's military response to Hamas's Oct. 7 attack. A pair of new polls Wednesday make that starkly clear.
While the American public initially supported Israel's military action in Gaza, a Gallup poll shows it now disapproves 55 percent to 36 percent. Democrats were roundly critical, disapproving by a whopping 75 percent to 18 percent.
A Quinnipiac University poll, meanwhile, found that Americans oppose more military aid for Israel 52 percent to 39 percent -- after supporting the aid by a similar margin in November.
On top of previous polls showing increasing criticism of Israel, these surveys confirm the difficult political outlook for U.S.-Israeli relations and a Biden administration that, at least initially, came out strongly on Israel's side.
But it's worth putting those numbers in context: Americans still support Israel and its cause, if not its prosecution of the war, and they differentiate between the Israeli people and their government.
This U.S. ally hasn't squandered Americans' sympathies -- at least not yet.
The trend regarding support for the war, however, is clear; these polls are just the latest to show Americans turning against Israel's military campaign. They show Democrats, in particular, increasingly sympathizing more with the Palestinians than the Israelis -- by a striking 48 percent to 21 percent in the Quinnipiac poll.
But even as they express views that are somewhat tough to reconcile, Americans and even Democrats still sympathize with Israel. A thorough Pew Research Center poll last week got at that nuance.
The new Gallup poll shows that Americans disapprove of Israel's campaign by a 19-point margin, but the Pew poll showed that they view Israel's cause as valid by a 43-point margin. While 58 percent said Israel's reasons for fighting Hamas were at least "somewhat" valid, only 15 percent disagreed, and just 22 percent said Hamas's cause was valid.
While just 18 percent of Democrats approved of Israel's campaign in the new Gallup poll, the Pew poll showed that a majority (52 percent) found their reasons for fighting valid.
Another key point is just how strongly Americans disapprove of Israel's campaign.
While the Gallup poll shows that 55 percent of Americans disapprove, the Pew poll showed that just 20 percent labeled it "completely unacceptable." That included 32 percent of Democrats.
The negative split in the overall number also appears to owe plenty to people who aren't actually paying close attention. The Gallup poll shows that approval falls from 43 percent among those following the situation very closely, to 37 percent among those following it somewhat closely, to 27 percent among those not following it closely. That suggests a fair amount of the opposition isn't terribly engaged.
And finally, there's the line that Americans draw between Israel and its leaders. The Pew poll showed 64 percent of Americans have a favorable opinion of the Israeli people, compared with just 41 percent who have a favorable opinion of the Israeli government. The gap was bigger among Democrats, with 58 percent favoring the Israeli people and just 24 percent favoring its government.
Much of the discontent has to do with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Democrats dislike him 63 percent to 5 percent, according to the Quinnipiac poll, and independents dislike him 43 percent to 23 percent.
The full picture is one of a strained relationship, but not one in which the long-standing alliance between the countries is necessarily taking a turn for the irreparable.
There remain huge political challenges for the Biden administration. The Gallup poll shows Biden's approval on this issue dropping below a majority even among Democrats (47 percent). Just 21 percent of independents and 16 percent of Republicans approved.
We've also seen the Biden administration struggle to find its bearings, including when Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) called this month for new elections in Israel -- essentially indicating that it's time for a new leader. Mostly recently, this tension has manifested in a dispute over a U.N. Security Council vote that led Israel to cancel a delegation visit to the United States.
But there are also some conflicting signals on public support for the U.S. posture. While a majority of Americans don't want to send more aid, just 33 percent in the Quinnipiac poll said the United States is currently "too supportive" of Israel. That goes up to 41 percent among Democrats, but it's still well shy of a majority view.
The danger for the Biden administration is in a prolonged conflict that forces it to make more tough choices, potentially splitting the Democratic base in the process and even alienating some independents.
Former president Donald Trump in an interview this week urged Israel to "finish up your war."
"We can't have this going on," Trump said. "And I will say, Israel has to be very careful because you're losing a lot of the world, you're losing a lot of support."
On that last count at least, Trump, Biden and the American people would seem to be in agreement.
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Trump has sold $60 Bibles, $399 sneakers and more since leaving office
Most of Trump's pitches appear to be designed to enrich him personally at a time when he faces a cash crunch amid his legal entanglements.
By Amy B Wang, Marianne LeVine | 2024-03-27

Former president Donald Trump introduces a line of signature shoes at Sneaker Con at the Philadelphia Convention Center on Feb. 17. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Former president Donald Trump has never shied away from using his name or likeness to try to make money. Before he entered politics, the former "Apprentice" host hawked Trump-branded steaks, vodka, neckties and even furniture.
Since leaving the White House, however, Trump's licensing of his brand has taken a turn for the more unconventional.
He has rolled out a line of Trump-branded digital trading cards and $99 cologne "for the movers, the shakers, and the history makers." Last month he unveiled $399 "Never Surrender" sneakers -- a message of defiance in the face of his many legal entanglements. And this week he announced he was licensing his image to sell $59.99 Bibles.
Some of Trump's pitches are designed to benefit his campaign, but most appear to be designed to enrich him personally at a time when he faces a cash crunch amid his legal woes. An appeals court panel in New York on Monday lowered the bond Trump needs to post to stave off the enforcement of a nearly half-billion-dollar civil judgment against him and his business. The bond is now $175 million.
While it is legal for a former president and current presidential candidate to make money through their own business ventures, Trump's past behavior with respect to his business dealings raises ethical questions, said Noah Bookbinder, president of the nonprofit watchdog group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW).
"If you're not using things like the seal of the president, it's not illegal," Bookbinder said. "But he's running for president, and we know based on past experiences that he's not going to give up his businesses [if elected]. That is in some ways where the ethical and in some cases legal questions come in."
Bookbinder said that Trump made clear through his first term in office that he was very open to allowing people to curry favor with him by staying at Trump-branded hotels or doing business with Trump companies.
"He's really trying to capitalize at all levels, from all different kinds of supporters," Bookbinder said. "He's looking for any kind of opportunity to make money from his political influence, political support and his potential future political office."
A representative for Trump declined to comment, noting these were mostly personal business deals not related to the campaign.

President Trump holds a Bible as he stands outside St. John's Church across Lafayette Square from the White House in Washington on June 1, 2020. Trump is now selling patriotic-themed Bibles for $59.99. (Patrick Semansky/AP)


Earlier this week, Trump urged his supporters to buy $59.99 Bibles that included a handwritten chorus to "God Bless the USA" by singer and supporter Lee Greenwood.
"Happy Holy Week!" Trump said in a social media post. "Let's Make America Pray Again. As we lead into Good Friday and Easter, I encourage you to get a copy of the God Bless The USA Bible."
According to an ordering website, the Bible "is not political and has nothing to do with any political campaign." It goes on to declare that the website is not owned, managed, or controlled by Trump or his affiliates.
"GodBlessTheUSABible.com uses Donald J. Trump's name, likeness and image under paid license from CIC Ventures LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to its terms," the FAQ states.
However, as The Washington Post's Philip Bump reported, CIC Ventures is a conduit to Trump -- personally, if not politically. In his financial disclosure released last year, Trump is identified as the company's "manager, president, secretary and treasurer," and the Donald J. Trump Revocable Trust is identified as a 100 percent owner of the business.
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), who ran for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2020, knocked Trump's "hypocrisy" in selling a holy book while not, she said, acting in ways that are consistent with the Bible's teachings.
"He can be out there hawking it all he wants. But to me, it's just one more moment of hypocrisy, and I hope people step back and look at some of the things he said and done in his life ... and look at what the teachings of the Bible are and make a decision about who they're going to support or not," she said on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" Wednesday.
In February, Trump rolled out "Never Surrender" high-tops for $399, gold sneakers with stars and red stripes on the sides and red soles. The website gettrumpsneakers.com describes the shoes as "super limited" and noted that at least 10 pairs would be "randomly autographed by Trump." The sneakers are currently sold out.
Trump announced the sneakers at Sneaker Con in Philadelphia, holding up the shoes as he spoke, though his remarks also focused on politics.
"What's the most important thing? To go out and vote, right?" he said to cheers and boos. "We've got to get young people out to vote. And you're going to vote, and we're going to turn this thing around."

Rep. Troy E. Nehls (R-Tex.) wears a shirt with former president Donald Trump's mug shot as he listens to President Biden deliver the State of the Union address in the House chamber in Washington on March 7. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


Shortly after Trump was booked on felony charges at an Atlanta jail, his reelection campaign began selling T-shirts (and other paraphernalia) emblazoned with his mug shot. The available merchandise has since expanded to include mugs, sweatshirts, beverage coolers and signed posters, all featuring Trump's mug shot and the words "NEVER SURRENDER" or "NOT GUILTY."
Bookbinder, of the watchdog group CREW, said that while those items are legal for campaigns to sell, the message Trump is sending by touting his mug shot is troubling.
"I would say that that is indicative of the sort of dismissiveness and in some ways contempt that he's shown for what are very serious legal proceedings against him, particularly when it comes to his having encouraged supporters to try to keep him in power after losing an election and ultimately inciting a violent insurrection," Bookbinder said.
Around the time Trump unveiled his $399 sneakers, he also began selling "Victory 47" cologne and perfume, according to the same website for his sneakers. The name of the fragrances alludes to his hope to return to the White House.
The cologne is described "a crisp opening of citrus blends into a cedar heart, underpinned by a rich base of leather and amber, crafting a commanding presence."
"'Victory' is more than a fragrance -- this cologne is for the movers, the shakers, and the history makers," the website states, noting that the bottle is topped with a golden cap in the shape of Trump's head.
At the bottom, the website includes the statement that the items "are registered trademarks and/or trademarks of CIC Ventures LLC" and are "not designed, manufactured, distributed or sold" by Trump, the Trump organization or "any of their respective affiliates or principals."

Part of the Trump NFT promotional page. (CollectTrumpCards) 


Trump has also promoted so-called NFTs, non-fungible tokens, also known as digital trading cards. The website collecttrumpcards.com describes the cards as a way to "celebrate the life and career of President Donald Trump."
Several versions of the cards have been released, including a "MugShot edition" in 2023. Those willing to buy 100 digital trading cards would receive "a piece of President Trump's Suit from the Mugshot," according to the website.
The website states that "NFT INT LLC uses Donald J. Trump's name, likeness and image under paid license from CIC Digital LLC" and includes the disclaimer that "these Digital Trading Cards are not political and have nothing to do with any political campaign."
Trump's personal financial disclosure last year revealed he made as much as $1 million from CIC digital. Newsweek reported this week that his digital trading cards had been removed from sales until the end of the year.
Philip Bump and Mariana Alfaro contributed to this report.
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State Dept. human rights staffer quits over Biden's Gaza policy
The protest resignation of Annelle Sheline, a foreign affairs officer in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, is the latest sign of dissent brewing.
By Hannah Allam, John Hudson | 2024-03-27

Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to reporters before departing from Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv on Friday. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool/AP)


A State Department official working on human rights issues in the Middle East resigned Wednesday in protest of U.S. support for Israel's war in Gaza, the latest example of dissent among government personnel bursting into public view.
Annelle Sheline, 38, stepped down after a year as a foreign affairs officer in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, with nearly half that tenure marked by the war Israel launched in response to a devastating Hamas attack on Oct. 7.
In an interview, Sheline said her focus had been promoting human rights in the Middle East and North Africa, work that was complicated by Israel's war and a host of accompanying moral, legal, security and diplomatic implications for the United States. Sheline said she tried to raise concerns internally with dissent cables and at staff forums but eventually concluded that it was pointless "as long as the U.S. continues to send a steady stream of weapons to Israel."
"I wasn't able to really do my job anymore," she said. "Trying to advocate for human rights just became impossible."
Sheline's departure is the most significant protest resignation over the Gaza conflict since the exit of Josh Paul, who was a senior State Department official involved in arms transfers to foreign governments.
In a statement to The Washington Post, Paul commended Sheline for her decision, noting that she is leaving a bureau tasked with championing "universal values, including respect for the rule of law, democratic institutions and human rights," according to the State Department website.
"When the staff of that bureau feel that there is no more they can do," Paul said, "it speaks volumes about the Biden administration's disregard for the laws, policies and basic humanity of American foreign policy that the bureau exists to advance."
Sheline said she had planned to leave quietly, telling her bosses it was over Gaza, but decided to speak up at the request of colleagues who told her they wanted to resign but couldn't because of financial or family considerations.
Sheline said that despite the support she has received at the State Department, "there are plenty of people who wouldn't agree with my point of view."
At internal listening sessions on the war, she said, some employees "stand up and say, 'I appreciate everything the U.S. government and the State Department are doing for Israel, and I really support it.'" Those comments typically get pushback from others in the audience, she added.
At one of those meetings, Sheline recalled, she asked about administration priorities -- competition with China, human rights, climate change -- that she felt were being undermined by blank-check support for Israel.
"My question was: Why is this support for Israel seen as more important than all of these other, arguably very significant priorities?" she said. "I still don't feel like I have a great answer as to why."
Only a handful of officials have left government over the war. For months, however, workers have telegraphed their discontent in other ways. At the State Department, officials have written multiple cables on Gaza in the dissent channel, a Vietnam War-era mechanism for internal protest. At the U.S. Agency for International Development, hundreds of employees endorsed a letter in November calling for the Biden administration to use its leverage to initiate a cease-fire. Other officials have challenged agency leaders during public events.
In February, an active-duty member of the U.S. Air Force set himself on fire outside the Israeli Embassy in Washington after saying he could "no longer be complicit in genocide." He died of his injuries.
Scores of officials across the federal workforce participate in private chat groups for organizing fundraising and public demonstrations and venting about U.S. policy.
Despite the dissent, the administration has maintained its military support for Israel's campaign in Gaza, authorizing the transfer of thousands of bombs and other munitions since Oct. 7. But the administration's tone has begun to change.
The State Department now routinely expresses concern about the bloodshed: More than 32,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, since the war began in response to the cross-border attack in which Hamas militants killed 1,200 people in Israel and took at least 250 hostage. The administration has also increased public pressure on Israel to allow more humanitarian assistance into Gaza, which aid groups warn is on the brink of famine.
On Monday, the administration chose not to veto a U.N. Security Council resolution calling for an immediate cease-fire during the remaining weeks of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan and the release of all hostages -- a move that angered Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who canceled a planned trip of top aides to Washington.
The bureau in which Sheline worked has faced scrutiny from some members of Congress wary of any part of the U.S. government that might criticize Israel. President Biden's pick to lead the bureau, Sarah Margon, withdrew her nomination as assistant secretary last year after a vote on her confirmation stalled for more than 18 months. The top Republican on the committee, Sen. James E. Risch (Idaho), had voiced concerns that she was insufficiently pro-Israel, a charge that her supporters, including prominent Jewish foreign policy professionals, disputed.
Sheline took a circuitous route to the State Department. She grew up in North Carolina and has written that her interest in foreign policy began after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, which occurred when she was a sophomore in high school. She pursued studies in conflict resolution, focusing on the Middle East, and later took Arabic classes in Egypt and other countries. For her academic work on the region's monarchies, she made research trips to Morocco, Jordan, Oman and Saudi Arabia.
During this period, Sheline worked as a researcher at the Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft, a think tank that promotes a U.S. "foreign policy that emphasizes military restraint and diplomatic engagement," according to its website. There, she criticized the U.S. policy of sending arms to Arab allies despite their well-documented human rights abuses. She said she had not planned on a federal career but was awarded a fellowship that came with the condition that she serve at least a year in the government afterward.
In the spring, Sheline was hired by the State Department in the Near Eastern affairs section of the bureau that compiles an annual country-by-country report on the state of human rights around the world. She worked mostly on North Africa, liaising with activists and civic groups to promote democratic values.
That work has become nearly impossible, Sheline said, with partners in the region incensed by the continued flow of U.S. arms to Israel despite the staggering toll of the war. Some activist groups have stopped talking to American personnel, she said.
"If they are willing to engage, they mostly want to talk about Gaza rather than the fact that they are also dealing with extreme repression or threats of imprisonment," Sheline said of civil society groups in the region. "The first point they bring up is: How is this happening?"
When asked about Sheline's resignation, State Department spokesman Matt Miller told reporters that Secretary of State Antony Blinken welcomes dissent within the department and "has instructed his team" to ensure employees have opportunities to make their views known.
"He wants to hear them. He reads dissent cables when dissent cables are authored on any issue. He meets with employees who have a broad range of views, he listens to their feedback, and he takes it into account in his decision-making," Miller said.
He noted that Sheline had "just finished the first year of a fellowship that could have gone for two years and did not exercise her option to return for a second year as a fellow."
Sheline said that she had planned to stay on at State but that the Gaza war changed her mind. She notified her supervisors six weeks ago that she would be resigning once she had completed a year of service. She plans to work on a book based on her academic research, though she is still coming to grips with the long-term price she is likely to pay for taking a stand on a politically toxic issue.
"I know I'm foreclosing any sort of future at the State Department, or maybe even in the U.S. government, which I think is unfortunate because I really valued the work that I was doing there," Sheline said.
As someone with "a daughter and a mortgage," Sheline said, she understands the financial risk of quitting, one of many reasons her former colleagues cited for choosing to stay and fight for policy changes from inside government.
"They really believe in the mission," she said. "They believe in America, and what this country says it's supposed to stand for."
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Americans who've given up religion often point to anti-LGBTQ+ teachings
The unaffiliated skew younger, and younger Americans are more likely to reject moral condemnations of same-sex relationships.
By Philip Bump | 2024-03-27

Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Georgetown faced a small protest during its third annual Pride Mass. (Petula Dvorak/The Washington Post) 


A central tenet of right-wing politics in the United States at the moment is the idea that Christians -- generally but not exclusively meaning White evangelical Protestants -- are embattled. This is a central aspect of Donald Trump's rhetoric (and sales pitch) in this election cycle, as it was in 2016 and 2020. America is turning away from God, the argument goes, and this sits at the root of our nation's problems.
Research, including a new analysis from PRRI, supports the idea that Americans are becoming increasingly estranged from religious institutions and traditions. In 2013, a fifth of respondents to PRRI's national poll indicated that they were religiously unaffiliated: atheists, agnostics or simply not part of any religious tradition. In the most recent iteration of the poll, conducted last year, more than a quarter identified that way.
But there's another important part of that new PRRI data. While most of those who now identify as unaffiliated after growing up in a religious tradition say  their reason for abandoning their religion was that they stopped believing its teachings, nearly half said that the reason was their childhood religion's hostility to gay and lesbian people. In 2016, only 3 in 10 identified that reason.




Much of the erosion in religious affiliation came among Americans who grew up Catholic. In 2016, when PRRI spoke with Americans who had grown up in that religious tradition, they found that a substantial number had walked away -- far more than had joined the church. (About 31 percent said they'd grown up Catholic; only 21 percent still said they were.) The most recent data shows a similar trend. About 30 percent said they had grown up Catholic, most of them White (18 percent of Americans). But now only about 20 percent identify as Catholic, a bit over half of them White.




The pattern among nonevangelical White Protestants is less dramatic, with a big chunk of those who were Protestant in their childhood leaving the faith but a number subsequently joining. In the most recent data, the net shift was a 4.4 percentage point decrease in the number of White Protestants since childhood.




Among White evangelical Protestants, a shift seen in 2016 wasn't replicated in 2023. The number of people who told PRRI last year that they'd left evangelical Protestantism was about the same as those who said they'd adopted it.




Then there's "unaffiliated." In 2016 and 2023, only about 1 in 10 respondents said they'd grown up outside a religious tradition. Over time, substantially more people adopted that identity.




Again, almost half of those who indicated that they are now religiously unaffiliated -- nearly a fifth of the country -- say their former religion's hostility to LGBTQ+ Americans played a role.
This makes sense. The unaffiliated (a third of whom used to be Catholics and more than half of whom used to be Protestants) skew younger, and younger Americans are more likely to identify as LGBTQ+ and reject moral condemnations of same-sex relationships. Among unaffiliated people under 30, 6 in 10 pointed to religious teachings about LGBTQ+ relationships as a reason for abandoning their childhood religion, nearly as many as said they no longer believed the religion's teachings.
PRRI also found that non-Christian and Black Protestant Americans hadn't seen similar erosions in religious identity. Among Black Protestants, for example, there was erosion since childhood seen in the 2016 and 2023 data, but only a subtle one.




That said, the decline in Christian religious identity, the drop that sits at the heart of so much of Trump's rhetoric, is real and heavily centered among White Christians. But while Trump uses this decline to advocate for right-wing policies, hostility to LGBTQ+ relationships -- an element of right-wing and particularly conservative Christian politics -- is one of the reasons for that decline in the first place.
In other words, attempting to restore the sort of Christian power that Trump embraces would probably have the effect of pushing more people away from Christianity.
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New Hampshire Democratic Rep. Ann Kuster to retire from Congress
Kuster, who was first elected to Congress in 2012 and has served six terms on the Hill, said in a statement Wednesday that she will not seek reelection.
By Mariana Alfaro | 2024-03-27

Rep. Ann Kuster (D-N.H.) appears at a news conference on Capitol Hill on Feb. 15. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Rep. Ann Kuster (D-N.H.), chair of the influential New Democrat Coalition, will not seek reelection this year.
Kuster, 67, was first elected to Congress in 2012 and has served six terms on the Hill. She said on Wednesday that she will retire at the end of this Congress.
"I always said that I wouldn't be in Congress forever," Kuster told The Washington Post on Wednesday. "Most of my colleagues do not realize that, if I stayed another cycle, I [would turn] 70. They think -- because of my haircut, or whatever -- [that] I was younger. I'm not. So I'm super excited that there's a generation of leaders that is kind of untapped."
Kuster, the daughter and great-granddaughter of New Hampshire Republican and independent lawmakers, said she's pleased with the work she's done in Congress over the last 12 years, especially the legislation she's been able to work on across the aisle.
"I come from a very bipartisan background," she said. "My family were liberal Republicans back in the day, that doesn't exist anymore. ... And so I knew about bringing people together, working across the aisle, and I'm super proud of that work."
In a statement Wednesday, Kuster also noted that her role in Congress "has been many things -- rewarding, frustrating, inspiring, and challenging. But, more than anything, it has been an honor." 
Kuster has led the centrist New Democrat Coalition in a thinly divided House, which gave the group more influence in the chamber. On Wednesday, she said she will continue chairing the coalition until the end of her term.
While she didn't name whom she would like to see as her successor as leader of the group, she noted it is her hope that the next generation of New Democrats will continue guiding bipartisan legislation through the House. She cited the New Democrats' work during the debt ceiling crisis of last spring as evidence that the coalition of 99 Democrats has been successful in securing difficult bipartisan deals.
"We've been the grown-ups in the room over and over," she said. "Like every time [Congress was] going to shut down the government, we've stepped up and said: 'No, no, New Dems are there.'"
Kuster said she will spend the rest of her term shepherding bipartisan legislation through the House -- notably, a bill to fund Ukraine's effort in the war against Russia. She said she spoke to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) last week about an effort to bring the Ukraine bill back to the floor.
"He said: 'Yes, yes, right after the break.' And I take him at his word," she said.
While Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) has threatened to file a motion to vacate Johnson if he goes through with the effort to fund Ukraine, Kuster said New Democrats will stand by Johnson to avoid another chaotic speakership fight if he's willing to work across the aisle.
"If he brings that bill to the floor, Ukraine aid, the aid to Israel, the humanitarian aid to Gaza, he will get over 300 votes," she said. "And if we don't vote for the motion to vacate, it doesn't go anywhere. [Greene] has a math problem."
She added: "As long as there is somebody that will work with us in a fair, transparent and reliable way -- we have to hold them accountable, obviously -- that's the path forward."
The congresswoman acknowledged that her district, New Hampshire's 2nd, is a competitive one, with about 30 percent registered Democrats, 30 percent registered Republicans and 40 percent registered independents.
In 2022, she won reelection by a little more than 11 points. Her district -- which includes the state capital, Concord, and its second-largest city, Nashua -- has voted for Democratic candidates in the past six presidential elections, most recently supporting Joe Biden with 54 percent of the vote against then-President Donald Trump, who received 45 percent of the vote.
Kuster said she's not nervous about Democrats' chances of holding on to the seat.
"What I realized is, there's another candidate coming that can win this seat," she said, though she declined to identify the candidate. "I wanted to make sure that that happened, [so] that I can turn my energy and my time to winning back the House."
Kuster said that she will spend the next eight months working to help Democrats get elected nationwide, and that she has already contacted the Biden campaign about supporting the president's reelection effort in New Hampshire.
"This is just an existential crisis for our country, we are at a crossroads for democracy," she said. "Donald Trump is a threat to our democracy, and I want to do every single thing I can to win back the House and hold the White House for Democrats."
During her time in Congress, Kuster has pushed for bipartisan legislation to address addiction and mental health, and, as a survivor of sexual assault, she founded a task force to work on policy that would reduce sexual violence and provide survivors with support.
In the House, she was a member of the Veterans' Affairs Committee, where she helped shepherd legislation to protect veterans' small businesses. She also sat on the Agriculture Committee and is a member of the Energy and Commerce Committee.
The congresswoman has also been open about her experience during the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.
"What I think about every day is what would have happened to our democracy if a group of members of Congress were either killed or taken hostage," Kuster told WMUR9 days before the third anniversary of the attack.
Kuster's retirement means 25 current House Democrats have so far announced their decision not to run for reelection, compared with 21 current Republicans.
In a statement, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) said Kuster -- the daughter and great-granddaughter of New Hampshire lawmakers -- "has exemplified her family's generations-long legacy of service to the people of New Hampshire and our country."
He added: "The common thread in Annie's rich Congressional record is her incredible ability to bring people together and build bipartisan bridges in order to solve problems. A classmate and true friend of mine, Annie has been a tremendous source of strength to me and countless others in the House Democratic Caucus family. She will be sorely missed in the next Congress."
House Minority Whip Katherine Clark (D-Mass.), a close friend of Kuster's, said the congresswoman's work "will continue to reverberate in New Hampshire and across the country for generations to come."
While Kuster said she's looking forward to staying active in Democratic politics by helping a new generation get elected to "get Congress functioning again," she said she also knew it was time to take a step back and enjoy retirement.
"I still want to be involved, I still have plenty of energy," she said. But also, "I just want to be able to, you know, go skiing with my family."
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Kari Lake and the Trump movement's billion-dollar defamation problem
Lake has given up on trying to defend her statements about an election official rigging the 2022 election against her. It's the latest defamation setback in a party defined by shameless claims.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-03-27

Then-Arizona gubernatorial candidate Kari Lake (R) joins former president Donald Trump at a rally in Mesa, Ariz., in October 2022. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


For the second time in eight months, a top Donald Trump ally has, extraordinarily, declined to try to prove that they didn't defame an election worker. Arizona Senate candidate Kari Lake (R) has joined former Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani in that distinction.
The news comes even as Trump owes more than $86 million after losing a pair of defamation cases against E. Jean Carroll, whom he has arguably continued to defame.
Throw in the $787.5 million Fox News agreed to pay a voting machine company over bogus theories that it aired bolstering Trump's stolen-election claims and the $148 million judgment against Giuliani, and the combined bill is north of $1 billion -- and potentially growing, thanks to Lake's capitulation and other lawsuits.
The Trump political movement has long had a truth problem. That has now manifested itself as a very expensive defamation problem.
As well as anything, these defamation cases lay bare just how careless and demagogic the MAGA movement has become.
The latest big news is Lake's declining to defend her statements about Maricopa County Recorder Stephen Richer (R), whom she repeatedly accused of deliberately sabotaging her narrow 2022 loss for Arizona governor. (Courts have repeatedly rejected that argument and upheld Lake's defeat.)
As The Washington Post's Yvonne Wingett Sanchez and Maegan Vazquez reported Tuesday, lawyers for Lake, her campaign and an affiliated nonprofit  have asked the judge to move directly to the damages phase -- determining whether Lake owes Richer money, and, if so, how much.
The situation is strikingly reminiscent of Giuliani's defamation case eight months ago. Facing an arduous and expensive discovery process -- during which Giuliani's legal team had to produce evidence -- Giuliani ultimately simply granted that his statements about Georgia election workers Ruby Freeman and Shaye Moss were false and even defamatory, before the huge judgment against him.
Both Lake and Giuliani tried to put a good face on their capitulations. Lake has cited the cost of pressing forward and insisted that she's not giving up. She also gamely insisted that defending her statements "would only serve to legitimize this perversion of our legal system."
But it's worth emphasizing that moving directly to the damages phase spares a defendant a fraught discovery process, in which their claims and their private deliberations could be put under a microscope.
Fox's historic settlement with Dominion Voting Systems came only after a robust discovery phase that proved hugely embarrassing for the network. The evidence showed that Fox executives and hosts understood the claims they chose to air were bogus but that they pressed forward anyway. Repeatedly, they cited a desire to toe Trump's line and avoid alienating his supporters. (You can see the fruits of that discovery process here.)
The judge in Giuliani's case suggested that Giuliani was deliberately shirking his discovery obligations to insulate himself from other civil and criminal cases. Giuliani has also been indicted alongside Trump in the Fulton County, Ga., election-subversion case.
Lake's move is a far cry from her previous commentary. In January, she noted that "discovery goes both ways," adding: "I TRULY look forward to that. I stand by everything I've said. I've always been truthful when I've talked about elections."
(There could still be a discovery phase in the Lake lawsuit; it's not clear whether the judge will grant Lake's motion. And Richer's legal team could push for the process in service of making a point and potentially increasing the damages.)
Lake's January comment is a telling one. Repeatedly, Trump-aligned defendants in these cases have hailed the discovery process as one in which they would be vindicated and could prove the veracity of their stolen-election claims. If Lake truly believes that Richer rigged the election against her, what better way than to unearth his private communications? At least one high-profile Trump backer is criticizing Lake for giving up in that quest.
But as with the many voter-fraud lawsuits that have failed, it has become clear that election deniers simply don't have the evidence to back up their claims. And, at worst, the process involves risks demonstrating how craven they were in spreading these claims in the first place.
What's also important to note here is that, although these cases involve only a handful of stolen-election claims, they are  among the signature ones. The idea that Georgia election workers planted thousands of ballots was everywhere, because it was an easily consumable example of purported mass voter fraud. So, too, the theories that voting machines rigged the election. Lake's claims about Maricopa County in many ways kept the election-denial movement going in 2022, after the GOP began shying away from this kind of rhetoric in the aftermath of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
These cases are merely those in which the claims were specific enough to provide grounds for a defamation lawsuit -- where an individual party suffered an injury. Stolen-election claims have been everywhere, but they've rarely led a specific entity to be targeted by Trump backers. When they have, the record for election deniers is ugly.
Politics has always involved stretching the truth about your political opponents. But it tends to be done with a deft touch and plausible deniability. What we have today is a movement, led by the President of 30,000 False or Misleading Claims, that is increasingly shameless about spreading the thinnest and most debunkable of claims about supposedly nefarious opponents.
The sum total: Serial defamers could figure heavily into the Republican Party's hopes of retaking both the presidency and the Senate.
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The revamped Republican Party turns Trump's lies into a loyalty test
Asking potential employees if the 2020 election was stolen is a possible preview of a second Trump administration.
By Philip Bump | 2024-03-27

A weathered flag that once proclaimed that "Trump Won" was seen flying on the side of a rural road several miles outside of Jasper, Ga., in 2022. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump lost the 2020 presidential election because he was broadly unpopular and running against someone who (at the time) wasn't. He lost handily, trailing Joe Biden by more than 7 million votes out of nearly 160 million cast.
Only by the electoral college was the race considered particularly close; Biden's victory came down to 43,000 votes in three states. But that was enough for Trump to launch a fervent, unrelenting effort to try to once again wriggle his way into the White House by claiming that the election had been stolen from him.
In the 1,200-plus days since the election ended, no evidence has emerged of widespread or even significant electoral fraud. Instead, numerous theories elevated or embraced by Trump have been debunked. No election in American history has been scrutinized as robustly and ceaselessly as the 2020 contest. Nothing to suggest that the results were invalid or artificial has emerged.
But that observation comes from the real world, in which arguments are tested and abandoned when disproved. Donald Trump operates in Trumpworld, where reality is dependent on the views and positions of Donald Trump. And in Trumpworld, the idea that the 2020 election was riddled with fraud is accepted as fact, even though it isn't.
In Washington Post-ABC News polling conducted in September, half of Republicans said that they believed there exists solid evidence of voter fraud, which there doesn't.




New reporting from The Washington Post's Josh Dawsey suggests that fealty to this Trumpworld idea is becoming a litmus test for people seeking (or hoping to retain) jobs with the Republican Party. The effective ouster of Ronna McDaniel as the party's chair and Trump's confirmation as the GOP presidential nominee meant an overhaul of the party itself. Among the changes: quizzing at least some potential employees on their views of the 2020 election.
From Dawsey's report:
A Republican/Trump spokeswoman insisted that the questions were simply aimed at seeking out "experienced staff with meaningful views on how elections are won and lost and real experience-based opinions about what happens in the trenches." It's not hard to peel away the veneer here: The party wants their employees to espouse the view and opinion that 2020 was ripped away from Donald Trump.
There's an obvious immediate utility here. The traditional Republican establishment has struggled for years to accommodate Trump and Trumpism, to exist as respected, credible actors in national politics and political discussions while not alienating the MAGA base. That's where the "the election was rigged" narrative came from; it was a way of telling Trump's base that the 2020 results were dubious without having to muss one's hair with a check-the-ballots-for-bamboo tinfoil hat.
By checking for fealty to the false "stolen" narrative at the outset, Trump's allies aren't simply weeding out people who disagree, they're weeding out people who won't acquiesce to the Trumpian approach to reality. They're not just getting rid of people who won't go along on this one subject; they're getting rid of people who won't go along in general.
Soon after Trump took office in 2017, Xavier Marquez, an expert on authoritarianism, wrote an essay for The Post in which he explained the utility of lies like the one about election fraud to authoritarian leaders.
"[L]ies can help ensure the loyalty of subordinates who are forced to repeat them," Marquez wrote, more than three years before the 2020 contest. "These kinds of lies need not be credible at all to people outside the regime. The more incredible a lie is, the more it can credibly signal loyalty to a political leader in conditions of low trust. When a subordinate repeats an obviously ridiculous claim he or she is degraded, and bound more closely to the leader."
Trump's takeover of the Republican Party is the first time since he announced his 2024 candidacy that he assumed control of an existing institution. Upon doing so, he and his allies introduced a screening process that included this fealty test. Which is very much what he's proposed doing with the federal bureaucracy should he win reelection.
Many of those looking to work for the GOP will have few qualms about acceding to Trump's version of reality, certainly. Those willing to become party functionaries at this point understand what they're signing up for. But existing party employees will also probably be disinclined to deviate from any adjustments to their shared worldview. Research published last year found that those who identified their bosses as authoritarian were less likely to correctly spot fake news than people with bosses who encouraged autonomy. More importantly, those with authoritarian bosses were also much less likely to challenge their bosses about false information.
George Orwell's famous quote from "1984" comes to mind: "The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears. It was their final, most essential command."
In this case, though, the party isn't telling anyone to reject the evidence. Not really. There's a reason that half of Republicans think there's solid evidence that the election was riddled with fraud: They aren't being presented with the reality that it wasn't. Fox News and right-wing social media aren't assiduously policing misinformation about what happened in 2020 for the simple reason that there's no utility for them in doing so.
Instead, the party's just checking to make sure that your eyes and ears didn't somehow come across the evidence that they'd rather have you ignore.
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Was the 2020 election stolen? Job interviews at RNC take an unusual turn.
Prospective employees say agreement with Trump's false election claims appears to be a new litmus test for being hired by the party.
By Josh Dawsey | 2024-03-27

The Republican National Committee's newly elected chairman, Michael Whatley, and co-chair, Lara Trump, in Houston this month. (Michael Wyke/AP)


Those seeking employment at the Republican National Committee after a Donald Trump-backed purge of the committee this month have been asked in job interviews if they believe the 2020 election was stolen, according to people familiar with the interviews, making the false claim a litmus test of sorts for hiring.
In recent days, Trump advisers have quizzed multiple employees who had worked in key 2024 states -- and who are reapplying for jobs -- about their views on the last presidential election, according to people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private interviews and discussions. The interviews have been conducted mostly virtually, as the applicants are based in key swing states.
"Was the 2020 election stolen?" one prospective employee recalled being asked in a room with two top Trump advisers.
The query about the 2020 election startled some of the potential employees, who viewed it as questioning their loyalty to Trump and as an unusual job interview question, according to the people familiar with the interviews. A group of senior Trump advisers has been in the RNC building in recent days conducting the interviews.
The questions about the 2020 election were open-ended, two people familiar with the questioning said.
"But if you say the election wasn't stolen, do you really think you're going to get hired?" one former RNC employee asked.
"Candidates who worked on the front line in battleground states or are currently in states where fraud allegations have been prevalent were asked about their work experience," RNC and Trump spokeswoman Danielle Alvarez said in a statement Tuesday. "We want experienced staff with meaningful views on how elections are won and lost and real experience-based opinions about what happens in the trenches."
President Biden's reelection campaign on Wednesday sharply criticized the RNC's practice of asking prospective employees whether the 2020 election was stolen.
"In Donald Trump's America, elections are only fair when he wins and nothing is off the table to stay in power -- including violence like on January 6th and being a dictator on day one," Biden spokesperson Ammar Moussa said in a statement. "And, now, Donald Trump is demanding fealty to his extreme, anti-democratic beliefs to be part of his Republican Party."
RNC staffers were told en masse in early March that they were being let go but could reapply for jobs, and the application process has included an interview with the Trump advisers. Those advisers this week are vetting former employees and some laid-off employees -- whose last day is Friday -- to decide how many can either return or stay with the RNC.
Doug Heye, a longtime GOP strategist who worked as communications director at the RNC, said the party had long expected staffers to mimic the positions of its presidential candidates. "You're there for that specific reason," he said, "to back the candidate up and go along with the worldview."
But nominees other than Trump wouldn't make such outlandish claims, he said, or put employees in such an uncomfortable spot.
"The problem with Trumpism is that despite bringing in very smart and very capable people, if you want to play Trump's game, you have to back him up on everything he says. Claims about the election being stolen is kind of the last frontier of that," Heye said.
Other questions have included what applicants believe should be done on "election integrity" in 2024, along with basic questions about their job responsibilities, their previous employers and their opinions on how things are going at the RNC.
Instead of having employees based in Washington, Trump advisers have told prospective employees that many will be expected to move to Palm Beach, Fla., to be near Trump's Mar-a-Lago Club, hollowing out the RNC headquarters. RNC officials have said it is about combining the operations of the campaign and the committee for maximum use ahead of the general election.
The hiring process came after Trump grew disillusioned with the leadership of RNC Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel, who then stepped down in early March. One of his main gripes was that the RNC had not done enough to focus on "election integrity" or to boost his claims that the 2020 election was stolen. McDaniel, for her part, faced a widespread revolt this week at NBC News, where she was hired as a contributor, over her past comments questioning the validity of the election; NBC announced Tuesday that it was reversing its decision.
Trump installed Michael Whatley, a loyalist from North Carolina, as the chairman of the party, along with daughter-in-law Lara Trump as co-chair.
Trump has falsely maintained since 2020 that the election was stolen and has often endorsed candidates based on agreement with that belief. He is facing charges in federal court in Washington over his efforts to overturn the 2020 election.
Some Trump advisers have urged him for years to stop talking about the election, but he has largely resisted those entreaties.
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The biggest 2024 Supreme Court rulings so far, and what's still to come
We're tracking decisions in the biggest cases before the Supreme Court in 2024. See the latest.
By Ann Marimow, Nick Mourtoupalas | 2024-03-27
In a Supreme Court term that coincides with the 2024 presidential primary season, the justices are at the center of many of the nation's most politically sensitive debates. At the top of the list is former president Donald Trump's eligibility to return to the White House, and a challenge to a key element of the criminal charges against him related to his efforts to overturn Joe Biden's 2020 election victory.
Also this term, abortion is back at the court, with one case involving access to the medication mifepristone, widely used to terminate pregnancies, and another focused on emergency abortion care at hospitals. Gun rights and state laws restricting social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts are in the mix as well.
A trio of cases challenge the power of federal agencies, long a target of conservatives concerned about what they consider unaccountable government bureaucrats.
Here's a look at the major cases we are tracking from now until the end of the Supreme Court's term in June or early July. We will update the list as each case is decided, or as arguments are held in those that have not yet been heard.
O'Connor-Ratcliff v. Garnier and Lindke v. Freed
What they ruled: Public officials can be liable for blocking or deleting critics from their social media accounts -- but only when they are acting in an official capacity and with "actual authority" to speak on behalf of the government. In a pair of unanimous decisions issued March 15, the court said public officials are still private citizens with their own constitutional rights.
Why it matters: Lower courts have been divided over how to determine when government employees are acting in an official capacity online and are therefore bound by First Amendment restrictions on censorship, and when they are acting as private citizens, with individual free speech rights. The Supreme Court decisions set the rules for interactions between the government and its citizens, who are increasingly relying on popular social media platforms to access public officials and critical community information.
Donald J. Trump v. Norma Anderson
What they ruled: Colorado cannot disqualify Trump from election ballots because of his actions before and during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. In a decision issued March 4, the justices said the Constitution does not permit a single state to bar a presidential candidate from national office, declaring that such responsibility "rests with Congress and not the states."
Why it matters: The Colorado Supreme Court and judges or officials in a few other states had ruled that Trump could be barred from returning to office under Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The post-Civil War era provision was intended to prevent Confederate leaders from returning to positions of power and has rarely been invoked in modern times. Had it been applied to Trump, who is again running for president, it would have upended the 2024 election by keeping the Republican front-runner off the ballot.
Trump v. United States
Oral argument: April 25
What's at stake: Whether Trump is immune from prosecution for his alleged efforts to stay in power by overturning Joe Biden's election victory. Trump's unprecedented claim that presidents cannot be criminally charged for acts they took while in the White House will directly impact whether he goes on trial in D.C. on election-obstruction charges. It could also affect his separate trials in Florida and Georgia.
Fischer v. U.S.
Oral argument: April 16
What's at stake: Whether prosecutors properly charged hundreds of Jan. 6 defendants and Trump using a law that makes it a crime to obstruct or impede an official proceeding -- in this case, the disruption of Congress's certification of Biden's 2020 election victory.
Background: The case concerns whether a law written in the wake of the Enron scandal, which involved document-shredding by the company's accountants, can be used to prosecute some of the Jan. 6 rioters. If the court rules the law does not apply to efforts to block the election results, that probably would invalidate at least one of the charges Trump faces in his federal election-obstruction case in Washington.

Pro-Trump protesters attempt to tear down a police barricade during a rally to contest the certification of the 2020 presidential election results at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


U.S. v. Rahimi
Oral argument: Held Nov. 7
What's at stake: Whether a law disarming individuals subject to domestic-violence protective orders violates the Second Amendment.
Background: At oral argument in November, the justices seemed poised to allow the ban on gun possession for people who are subject to domestic-violence protective orders. Such a decision would be among the first to show the limits of New York State Rifle & Pistol Assoc. v. Bruen, the court's historic 2022 decision expanding the rights of gun owners. It requires the government to point to historical analogues when defending gun restrictions.
Garland v. Cargill
Oral argument: Held Feb. 28
What's at stake: Whether a federal ban on bump stocks -- which, when attached to rifles, speed up how quickly bullets can be fired -- is permitted under federal law.
Background: The Trump administration announced the ban after a Las Vegas gunman used the devices in 2017 to kill dozens of people in the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history. The Biden administration is defending the rule, asserting that bump stocks fit the legal definition of machine guns, banned since 1986. At oral argument, several justices expressed concern about the carnage bump stocks can bring. But they were divided on whether the machine gun ban applies to the devices.
FDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine
Oral argument: Held March 26
What's at stake: Whether to restrict access to a key abortion medication used in more than half of all U.S. abortions and first approved by the Food and Drug Administration in 2000. Abortion medication has increased in importance as more than a dozen states have restricted or banned abortion since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022.
Background: At oral argument, the justices seemed unlikely to limit access to mifepristone, part of a two-drug regimen used to terminate pregnancies. A majority of justices expressed deep skepticism that the antiabortion doctors challenging the Food and Drug Administration's loosening of regulations for the medication have suffered the type of direct harm that would give them legal grounds to bring the lawsuit.
Idaho v. U.S.
Oral argument: April 24
What's at stake: Whether a federal law requiring emergency room care for life-threatening cases means ER doctors in states with strict abortion bans must nevertheless terminate pregnancies in certain circumstances.
Background: After the Supreme Court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, the Biden administration turned to a Medicare law as a narrow way to challenge state-level abortion bans in federal court. The Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act requires hospitals receiving Medicare funds to treat or transfer patients with emergency medical conditions regardless of ability to pay. The case will test whether that mandate also applies to emergency abortion care.
NetChoice, LLC v. Paxton and Moody v. NetChoice, LLC
Oral argument: Held Feb. 26
What's at stake: Whether the First Amendment allows states to restrict social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts.
Background: At oral argument, justices seemed skeptical that the First Amendment permits state governments to set rules for how social media companies such as Facebook and YouTube curate content. Even as justices expressed concern about the power of the platforms over public debate, a majority appeared likely to block Texas and Florida laws passed in 2021. The court's review of the laws is the highest-profile examination to date of allegations that Silicon Valley companies illegally censor conservative viewpoints.
Murthy v. Missouri
Oral argument: Held March 18
What's at stake: Whether the Biden administration violated the First Amendment in its contacts with social media companies about public health and election misinformation.
Background: At oral argument, the justices seemed poised to reject the Republican-led effort to sharply limit the federal government from pressuring social media companies to remove harmful posts and misinformation from their platforms. Republican attorneys general in Louisiana and Missouri initiated the lawsuit, which raised significant and novel questions about how free-speech protections apply online.
Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo and Relentless, Inc. v. Dept. of Commerce
Oral argument: Held Jan. 17
What's at stake: Whether courts must continue to defer to the reasonable interpretations of agency officials enforcing ambiguous federal statutes. Conservatives concerned about the power of the administrative state want to limit the discretion of agency officials and allow courts to interpret laws regulating the environment, the workplace, public health and financial markets.
Background: The court is being asked to overturn a long-standing precedent that set the framework for evaluating agency action known as "Chevron deference," from a 1984 case, Chevron U.S.A. v. Natural Resources Defense Council. While the Supreme Court has not invoked Chevron in recent years, lower courts still rely on it. The court's conservative majority seemed inclined during argument to overturn or significantly scale back Chevron, which could weaken the government's ability to regulate vast swaths of American life.

Skipper Patrick Quinn works aboard the Retriever while docked at a Norpel facility with a boat full of herring in New Bedford, Mass., on Jan. 3. The fish are at the center of the regulatory oversight case. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


Consumer Financial Protection Bureau v. Consumer Financial Services Association of America
Oral argument: Held Oct. 3
What's at stake: Whether the statute that provides funding to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau violates the Constitution's Appropriations Clause.
Background: The agency was created by Congress in response to the 2008 financial crisis, putting scattered federal consumer protections under one structure. A lower-court ruling said the funding mechanism Congress adopted to ensure the CFPB's independence violates the Constitution. At oral argument, a majority of justices seemed skeptical of the broad challenge, including some conservatives who wondered if the lower court went too far.
Securities and Exchange Commission v. Jarkesy
Oral argument: Held Nov. 29
What's at stake: Whether in-house legal proceedings used by the Securities and Exchange Commission to discipline those accused of committing fraud are unconstitutional.
Background: A lower court ruled the SEC's in-house tribunals violate the Constitution's Seventh Amendment right to a jury trial, that Congress exceeded its power in allowing such tribunals and that the job security provided to administrative law judges who hear such cases infringed on the executive branch's prerogatives. A broad decision could cast doubt on the work administrative law judges do across the federal government, but the justices critical of the SEC procedures seemed to be looking for a more narrow resolution during oral argument.
Harrington v. Purdue Pharma
Oral argument: Held Dec. 4
What's at stake: The legality of a proposed Purdue Pharma bankruptcy plan that would allocate billions of dollars to help ease the nation's opioid crisis but shield the family that owns the company from future lawsuits.
Background: The legal issue before the court is whether, according to federal bankruptcy laws, the Sackler family can be spared from future opioid-related litigation by those who do not consent to give up their rights to sue. Purdue attorneys and the vast number of parties that agreed to the deal see it as the best hope of ending years of legal disputes and recovering at least a portion of their claims. The Justice Department opposes the plan and says another settlement could be worked out that doesn't necessarily involve releases or bankruptcy.
Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP
Oral argument: Held Oct. 11
What's at stake: Whether South Carolina's redrawn congressional map is an illegal racial gerrymander.
Background: A lower court found that South Carolina's new congressional map "exiled" 30,000 Black voters to create a district safer for a White Republican incumbent. The justices are considering whether the maps violated the Constitution's bar on using race as an unjustified and predominant factor in drawing districts.
Muldrow v. City of St. Louis
Oral argument: Held Dec. 6
What's at stake: Whether Title VII, a federal civil rights law, specifically prohibit all discrimination in job transfer decisions.
Background: The issue for the justices is whether the statute requires an additional showing in court by the employee that the involuntary move caused a significant disadvantage, such as harm to career prospects or a change in salary or rank. At oral argument, the justices seemed prepared to make it easier for workers to pursue their employment discrimination claims.
City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. Gloria Johnson
Oral argument: April 22
What's at stake: Whether state and local officials can punish homeless individuals for camping and sleeping in public spaces when shelter beds are unavailable.
Background: A lower court declared it unconstitutional to enforce anti-camping laws against homeless individuals when they have nowhere else to sleep. Democratic leaders in cities on the West Coast say the ruling has made it more difficult to address safety and public health risks created by tents and makeshift structures. Lawyers for the homeless individuals say their clients are being punished for the involuntary status of being homeless.
Moore v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held Dec. 5
What's at stake: A challenge to a provision of Trump's 2017 tax package. Experts say invalidating the provision could destabilize the nation's tax system and preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax.
Background: The justices are considering whether a one-time tax on offshore earnings that helped pay for Trump's massive tax cuts is permitted under the limited powers of taxation that the Constitution grants Congress. At oral argument, justices from across the ideological spectrum seemed skeptical of the challenge brought by a Washington state couple and backed by an anti-regulatory advocacy group.
Ohio v. EPA, Kinder Morgan Inc. v. EPA, American Forest & Paper Assn. v. EPA, U.S. Steel Corp. v. EPA
Oral argument: Feb. 21
What's at stake: The court is reviewing the Biden administration's plan to limit smog-forming pollutants from power plants and other industrial facilities that cause problems for their downwind neighbors in other states.
Background: At oral argument, the conservative majority seemed poised to halt the Environmental Protection Agency's effort to cut emissions from power plants and factories to reduce pollution that blows into neighboring states, a setback to an ambitious federal initiative to cut lung-damaging smog. The initiative was challenged by three Republican-governed states and industry groups, who said they could not bear the cost and questioned whether the program would work, especially because some states have been excluded by other legal challenges.
Robert Barnes and Tobi Raji contributed to this report. Justice illustrations by Shelly Tan.
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Do small election donations help national candidates? I answered your questions.
Perry's live chat with readers starts at 1 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Perry Bacon | 2024-03-28
Columnist Perry Bacon Jr. is online every Thursday for a live chat where he'll interact with readers, discuss his columns and answer questions on the politics and news of the week. Read the transcript below. 
Read Perry Bacon's columns and past live chats, or sign up to receive his latest columns in your inbox.
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Sam Bankman-Fried, the effective altruist who wasn't
The global community of effective altruists will use this episode to spot the next fraud like the convicted FTX founder.
By Zach Robinson | 2024-03-28

Sam Bankman-Fried in August. (Eduardo Munoz/Reuters) 


Zach Robinson is the chief executive of the Centre for Effective Altruism in Oxford, England.
Sam Bankman-Fried has been sentenced to 25 years in federal prison for fraud, money laundering and other financial crimes. His punishment comes despite his lawyers' and his family's attempts to argue that charitable good works, good intentions and a commitment to effective altruism should justify a shorter term. But Bankman-Fried doesn't represent the ideas of effective altruism or the movement of people who support them.
In the early days of FTX, Bankman-Fried's cryptocurrency exchange, some people involved in effective altruism naively elevated him. We wanted to believe in the possibility that he was someone with immense resources who recognized the immense positive impact he could have in the world by managing those resources well. Many of us took Bankman-Fried at his word, but that has since proved to be worth very little.
We know better than to believe him now. We have long recognized the importance of truth and integrity. Bankman-Fried did not live by these values when he abused the trust placed in him by customers, investors, colleagues and the public.
Leading effective altruism organizations have also taken FTX's downfall as an opportunity for reflection and institutional reform. My organization, the Centre for Effective Altruism, hired an independent law firm to conduct an internal investigation into organizational ties with FTX, which found no evidence that anyone had prior knowledge of Bankman-Fried's crimes. We have also reinvested in donor due diligence, updated our conflict-of-interest policies and reformed the governance of our organization, replacing leadership on the board and the staff.
Effective altruism existed before Bankman-Fried's rise and remains a powerful force for good in the world after his fall. Our community has launched projects such as Giving What We Can -- created in 2009, years before the founding of FTX -- through which nearly 10,000 people in almost 100 countries have pledged to donate 10 percent of their income to effective charities for the rest of their lives. So far, people involved in this project have collectively donated $376 million to charity. Hundreds more have signed the lifetime pledge, and thousands made their first donations through the platform in 2023.
Their pledges support charities such as New Incentives, which provides cost-effective childhood vaccinations in Nigeria to protect against preventable diseases. In 2023 alone, New Incentives enrolled more than 1 million infants in the program. Another worthy beneficiary has been the Humane League, which supports better treatment of animals on factory farms. This organization has, among other things, helped advocate for a ban on some of the cruelest living conditions for pigs and chickens on California farms, and later successfully defended the ban in front of the U.S. Supreme Court.
Members of the effective altruism community have also foreseen significant problems. They began sounding the alarm about the possibility of a global pandemic years before covid-19 came along, and they have been preparing even longer to address potentially transformative artificial intelligence. This is not a coincidence but rather a function of effective altruism's open-minded, analytical approach to addressing overlooked, high-impact problems.
From the fall of FTX, we've learned the need to take this same approach toward ourselves, so we can better live up to our own values and principles. We live in a world of myriad problems and scarce resources. Effective altruism's simple and resilient motivating idea is that we should use our limited resources to help others as much as possible. As Sam Bankman-Fried serves his sentence and his name fades from the headlines, the effective altruism community will continue to strive to make a positive impact on the world.
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EVs are coming, ready or not! Three columnists on Biden's mandate.
On the latest episode of "Impromptu": Are Americans ready for an EV revolution? And do we even really want it?
By Charles Lane, Catherine Rampell, Megan McArdle | 2024-03-28
The Biden administration recently passed a rule pushing carmakers to produce more electric vehicles to curb emissions. Three of our columnists, Charles Lane, Megan McArdle and Catherine Rampell, discussed whether Americans are ready for an EV revolution -- or if we even really want it.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Charles Lane: I've been known as an electric-vehicle skeptic for a long time, and I've been watching them develop since 2010, when the Chevy Volt first rolled out. And every time that I guessed they wouldn't meet their targets -- whether it's Detroit, Silicon Valley or Washington -- I've been more or less right.
This is what happens when you try to meet a collective climate goal one consumer choice at a time. The deal that an electric vehicle offers in terms of money or overall functionality is still, for most use cases, not really even close to a gas-powered car. Which is why they're now accumulating on the lots.
Megan McArdle: There is a lot to like about electric cars. They are not going to satisfy every gear-head who really gets into using a standard shift, but that's actually a very small part of the market. And for everyone else, I think this technology has a lot to offer.
But going about it by attempting to kind of subsidize and bully your way into it really risks political backlash. And I think you already see this where, in the same way that people freaked out when talk started about taking away their incandescent lightbulbs, you're seeing a freakout at the prospect of being forced to buy an electric car you don't want. I think that's ultimately incredibly counterproductive.
Catherine Rampell: My general view is the EV transition is going to happen. It's a question of when, not if. In the long run, the economics are on the side of electrification -- of lots of different things, including the vehicles that we use to get around. Because once you build the solar array or the wind turbine, sun and wind are free.
I think I disagree slightly on whether subsidies and the like can help. I do think that there is a role for politicians to incentivize faster development -- of the infrastructure networks --as well as adoption of these technologies. I wouldn't call it bullying. I think the most effective tool for accelerating adoption would be a carbon tax. But that's not going to happen.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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South Africa's strong relationship with the U.S. can withstand disagreements
Our history of friendship and cooperation is long, and our differences are principled. We must engage with each other in a constructive manner.
By Cyril Ramaphosa  | 2024-03-28

The U.S. and South African flags fluttering at Union Buildings in Pretoria on June 27, 2013. (Stephane De Sakutin/AFP/Getty Images) 


Cyril Ramaphosa is president of South Africa.
As the U.S. House debates a bill on the bilateral relationship between the United States and South Africa, it is important to understand the history and the value of the economic, political and social ties that bind our two countries. We might differ on some issues roiling the world today, but a strong partnership such as ours can withstand principled disagreements.
Over the past 30 years, our two countries have had a cooperative and mutually beneficial relationship. South Africans remember the great support the American people gave us during our struggle for democracy. And the United States has continued to provide substantial support to South Africa in the fight against HIV and AIDS.
South Africa is today home to more than 600 U.S. companies, and the United States is the second-largest destination for South African exports. Some of South Africa's largest companies have made significant investments in key economic sectors in the United States.
An important engine of economic ties between our two nations is the African Growth and Opportunity Act, which grants qualifying African countries duty-free access to the U.S. market for their exports. These measures continue to contribute to Africa's industrialization and economic diversification, just as they provide a platform for U.S. investors to participate in the opportunities presented by the African Continental Free Trade Area.
The United States is an important partner, alongside a growing number of other countries, providing support for South Africa's just transition to a low-carbon economy. South Africa is a valuable source of critical minerals for the global energy transition.
But in seeking to build the relationship between our two countries, South Africa has always been guided by an independent foreign policy.
Consistent with its history, South Africa has taken a nonaligned position in international relations. Since 1994, democratic South Africa has deliberately avoided aligning itself with any of the major powers or blocs. Rather, it has sought to forge cordial relations with all countries. It has upheld and promoted the United Nations Charter and has opposed violations of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of U.N. member states.
South Africa has sought to advance an inclusive and representative world order, to strengthen multilateralism and to promote the resolution of conflict through dialogue.
This helps explain our position on the Russia-Ukraine conflict. From the outset, we have maintained that the international community needs to work together to urgently achieve a cessation of hostilities and to prevent further loss of life and displacement of civilians in Ukraine. It needs to support meaningful dialogue toward a lasting peace, which ensures the security and stability of all nations.
Our position seeks to contribute to the creation of conditions that make the achievement of a durable resolution of the conflict possible. For this reason, South Africa has been part of an African peace mission to Ukraine and Russia, an initiative aimed at achieving a peaceful and lasting resolution of the war.
We do not accept that our nonaligned position favors Russia above other countries. Nor do we accept that it imperils our relations with other countries.
Indeed, our relationship with the United States is characterized by mutual respect and a willingness to engage in constructive dialogue even on issues where we may differ. When claims emerged that a Russian ship that had docked in a South African port in December 2022 had supposedly loaded weapons destined for Russia, we established an independent inquiry. The investigation found no evidence for the claims and the matter was put to rest.
One other contentious issue has been the case that South Africa has brought to the International Court of Justice, where we argued that the actions of the Israeli military in Gaza violate international law.
Our application to the court is consistent not only with our obligations as a signatory to the Genocide Convention, but also the call we have always made for an inclusive negotiated settlement of the Israel-Palestinian conflict consistent with U.N. resolutions. We have always supported the legitimate aspirations of Palestinians to self-determination and statehood and of the state of Israel to peace and security.
We have consistently called for the application of international law, condemning the atrocities committed by Hamas against Israeli civilians on Oct. 7 and calling for the release of hostages. We continue to call for an immediate cease-fire, the urgent provision of humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza and meaningful negotiations toward a lasting solution.
These are mainstream positions that are increasingly being taken up by more and more countries around the world. Our stance should therefore not lead to a deterioration of our relations with the United States.
As we continue to engage on these and other global issues in a constructive manner, South Africa believes there is great potential to further develop our relationship with the United States and to continue to seek ways to work together for a more peaceful, stable and just world.
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Trump benefits from an unequal system. Still, he can't outrun justice.
Yes, the former president has gotten some breaks -- but not enough to dodge accountability.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-03-28

Former president Donald Trump leaves after speaking at a news conference on Monday in New York. (Frank Franklin II/AP) 


Understandably, many Americans are frustrated by the interminable delays in four-times-indicted former president Donald Trump's criminal trials and enforcement of New York's massive civil judgment for fraudulent valuation of his properties. Trump can pay for a fleet of lawyers to file every imaginable defense and appeal. Certainly, the average criminal defendant would not enjoy "luxuries" such as the freedom to bad-mouth judges, prosecutors and court personnel practically without consequence, as Trump has.
The latest Trump break: The New York appellate court reduced from $464 million to $175 million the bond required while he appeals the New York civil case, although the judge-assigned monitor and ban on borrowing from New York banks stand. Trump was given 10 days to come up with the money. (He did not completely rule out accepting foreign funds.) Nevertheless, after he exhausts his appeals, Trump almost certainly will eventually be liable for a sizable judgment.
On the criminal side, Trump's lawyers have thrown up one frivolous defense after another. In the federal classified documents case proceeding in Florida, Trump has been effective in slowing the wheels of justice almost to a halt, because Judge Aileen M. Cannon -- who he appointed, remember -- keeps entertaining frivolous arguments. Worse, she has demanded briefing, held oral arguments and then refused to rule. Unless the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit intervenes, the case might take months to reach trial. Worse, once a jury is impaneled, a misguided ruling from Cannon could result in acquittal, leaving prosecutors no recourse. In the end, it's not impossible to imagine that Trump might avoid responsibility for an egregious national security breach and obstruction of the investigation. That would be the essence of a "two-tiered" justice system.
In the criminal election-subversion case in Fulton County, Ga., Trump and his cronies have had mixed success. District Attorney Fani T. Willis (D) survived a specious recusal claim, which nevertheless chewed up time. (Most defendants would not have had the resources or nerve to mount such an effort.) Willis will request an August trial date, but it is doubtful a case this sprawling would get to trial so soon. Sure, Trump could well face a jury in 2025 -- provided he does not get elected.
On to the federal Jan. 6, 2021, case: Despite the Supreme Court's leisurely pace, its decision on Trump's claim of absolute immunity will come in June at the latest. Few legal observers expect the high court to give presidents carte blanche to commit crimes in office. Special counsel Jack Smith could then push to go to trial in the fall. Just Security co-founder Ryan Goodman and former prosecutor Andrew Weissmann argue that the trial court's timetable "in a case whose facts and substantial evidence were already available to the defendant, was longer than deadlines set all around the country." In the interests of an expeditious trial to ensure that the government, defendant and voters get a timely verdict, Smith could seek to press for a start date as early as practicable. ("Even when the accused is seeking to delay his day in court, that 'does not alter the prosecutor's obligation to see to it that the case is brought on for trial,' as the Supreme Court has well articulated.")
So to the surprise of many pundits, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg's state prosecution alleging falsification of business records has withstood Trump's antics better than the others. Justice Juan Merchan has demonstrated what equal justice under the law really means. He rejected Trump's baseless immunity claims and attempt to block probative evidence; he disallowed Trump's specious defenses such as "advice of counsel." Likewise, he showed little patience with last-minute excuses and nongermane arguments during Monday's hearing on thousands of documents that Southern District of New York federal prosecutors belatedly released, scolding Trump's counsel for waiting so long to subpoena the documents. Merchan observed, "The People went so far above and beyond what they were required to do that it's odd that we're even here." He then ordered the trial to proceed on April 15.
Then to top it off, Merchan "imposed a gag order Tuesday that prohibits [Trump] from attacking witnesses, prosecutors and jurors, the latest effort to rein in the former president's wrathful rhetoric about his legal opponents," the New York Times reported. Among the provisions of the order: "Any comments whatsoever about jurors are banned as well, the judge ruled, citing an array of hostile remarks Mr. Trump has made about grand jurors, prosecutors and others," the Times report said.
In sum, some Trump cases will likely get pushed beyond the election. He might even wriggle out of the Mar-a-Lago documents charges. The New York civil judgment against him could get reduced. Less-wealthy defendants would not get such breaks. However, with tough-minded judges doing their jobs in the D.C. court and in Manhattan, plus major civil judgments (including two in E. Jean Carroll's favor) already in the bag, Trump will not escape justice entirely. In less than three weeks, he will face a jury in a criminal case -- something he has sought to avoid for so long.
Only voters can spare Trump the consequences of his conduct -- by electing him president again in November. That would be the true miscarriage of justice.
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His job is to interpret the Constitution. Would he rather run the FDA?
Sam Alito is a Supreme Court justice. Why do I get the idea he'd rather run the FDA?
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-03-28

Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. in D.C. on March 7, 2019. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images) 


 Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. somehow comes off as unhappy and aggrieved even when he's winning -- which is often these days, given the court's conservative supermajority. So, it was no surprise that Alito, clearly on the losing side in the latest abortion case to reach the high court, sounded so peeved at the notion that American women might keep their access to abortion medication and so desperate to find a rationale for restricting it.
Alito's blood has been boiling over the abortion drug mifepristone for almost a year. He issued an angry dissent last spring when the court allowed the current Food and Drug Administration rules easing access to the medication to remain in place while the case made its way through the lower courts.
And Alito was in peak form at  Tuesday's oral arguments on the regulations. There was no argument against mifepristone that he wasn't willing to deploy. Why, Alito demanded of Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar, didn't the FDA take the 151-year-old Comstock Act into account in determining whether to allow mifepristone to be sent through the mail?
Prelogar's answer was convincing: Under the law, the FDA can look only at a drug's safety and efficacy; whether the antiquated statute applies to mailing abortion drugs is beyond its purview. Alito wasn't satisfied. "This is a prominent provision," he said. "It's not some obscure subsection of a complicated, obscure law ... Shouldn't they have at least addressed it?"
That wasn't all. Alito wasn't happy that the FDA didn't have more to say about increased trips to emergency rooms after allowing mifepristone to be dispensed by mail. (Answer: It did address that.) He wasn't happy that the FDA failed to consider the combined effect of its changes. (Answer: again, it did.)
Someone, give that man the job he really wants and make him FDA commissioner.
Or maybe not. "Do you think the FDA is infallible?" Alito quizzed Jessica Ellsworth, the lawyer for Danco, which manufactures mifepristone. He accused Danco of, gasp, capitalism. "So you're going to make more money" if the easier access to mifepristone remains in place, Alito remarked to Ellsworth. Like that's a bad thing?
Alito's colleague, Justice Clarence Thomas, might have a higher public profile than Alito and be more identified in the public eye as a tribune of conservative thought. But one measure of justices' ideological leanings showed Alito actually outscoring Thomas for the first time in their two decades together on the bench.
Thomas's conservatism is undisputed -- he, too, evinced some interest in how Comstock might apply -- but it comes with quirks. Citing the Constitution's original meaning, like Justice Antonin Scalia before him, Thomas sometimes rules in favor of criminal defendants. He has been a sharp critic of giving "qualified immunity" to police officers and other officials who violate individuals' civil rights.
Alito, by contrast, never surprises. He consistently reaches his preferred, conservative result. One way to look at this involves an issue central to the mifepristone case: standing, whether a plaintiff has shown enough of a "concrete" and "particularized" injury to have the right to sue. This is a bedrock requirement, part of the constitutional admonition that Article III empowers federal courts to decide only actual cases or controversies.
Last year, appellate lawyer Adam Unikowsky examined a decade of ideologically charged cases in which the justices were divided on standing. In theory, standing shouldn't have anything to do with the underlying merits of the case. But Alito was the only justice who had voted on more than one case and whose record aligned perfectly with his ideological predispositions: There were zero cases in which he found that a conservative litigant lacked standing, and zero cases in which he found that a liberal plaintiff had standing to sue.
So, there was Alito during the oral arguments, grilling Prelogar over who, if anyone, could challenge the FDA's mifepristone regulations and lamenting her answer -- seemingly accepted by most if not all of the other justices -- that the Supreme Court's precedents on standing would make that difficult. The court, she noted, "has said time and again that the fact that no one would have standing doesn't provide a basis to depart from Article III principles."
"So your argument is that it doesn't matter if [the] FDA flagrantly violated the law, it didn't do what it should have done, endangered the health of women -- it's just too bad, nobody can sue in court?" Alito challenged Prelogar. "There's no remedy? The American people have no remedy for that?"
What a fascinating insight into Alito's mind-set. The FDA approved the use of mifepristone for abortion in 2000. In 2016 and 2021, it made the medication easier to obtain -- expanding the use from seven to 10 weeks of pregnancy, reducing the number and then eliminating the number of required in-person visits, and allowing medical personnel other than doctors to write prescriptions. There has been no reliable evidence of resulting harm.
The American people -- that is the American people seeking to exercise a right that Alito voted to deny them -- have been utilizing the availability of medication abortion in record numbers. The Guttmacher Institute recently reported that 63 percent of abortions are performed using medication. These "American people" might be demanding a remedy if mifepristone access were curtailed.
But, of course, they are not Alito's concern. He is moved by a group of antiabortion doctors who claim they have been harmed by the expanded access to mifepristone because, in theory, a woman who took mifepristone could end up in an emergency room where they are working with an abortion that is incomplete and requires additional intervention. Although they would be entitled to invoke federal conscience protections, they claim they could still be conscripted into helping her.
This is, as the other justices seemed to recognize, a far-fetched theory of standing. That doesn't faze Alito, the author of the majority opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, which eliminated the constitutional right to abortion.
Alito will find standing where it suits his purpose and deny it when it doesn't. He will get to the desired result. And when it comes to abortion, the result Alito desires isn't, as he claimed in Dobbs, to return the contentious issue to the people to decide for themselves. It's to make abortion as hard to obtain as possible, in states where it remains within reach.
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Trump's anti-Ukraine view dates to the 1930s. America rejected it then. Will we now?
Trump's "America First" strategy in the 21st century is a recipe for a new arms race. Does America want that? 
By Robert Kagan | 2024-03-28
Robert Kagan, a Post Opinions contributing editor, is the author of "The Ghost at the Feast: America and the Collapse of World Order, 1900-1941" as well as "Rebellion: How Antiliberalism Is Tearing America Apart -- Again," which will be published by Knopf in April.
Many Americans seem shocked that Republicans would oppose helping Ukraine at this critical juncture in history. Don't Republican members of Congress see the consequences of a Russian victory, for America's European allies, for its Asian allies and ultimately for the United States itself? What happened to the party of Ronald Reagan? Clearly, people have not been taking Donald Trump's resurrection of America First seriously. It's time they did.
The original America First Committee was founded in September 1940. Consider the global circumstances at the time. Two years earlier, Hitler had annexed Austria and invaded and occupied Czechoslovakia. One year earlier, he had invaded and conquered Poland. In the first months of 1940, he invaded and occupied Norway, Denmark, Belgium and the Netherlands. In early June 1940, British troops evacuated from Dunkirk, and France was overrun by the Nazi blitzkrieg. In September, the very month of the committee's formation, German troops were in Paris and Edward R. Murrow was reporting from London under bombardment by the Luftwaffe. That was the moment the America First movement launched itself into the battle to block aid to Britain.
Cutting off Ukraine seems like small beer by comparison, but behind it lies the same "America First" thinking. For Donald Trump and his followers, pulling the plug on Ukraine is part of a larger aim to end America's broader commitment to European peace and security. America's commitment to NATO, Trump believes, should be conditional, at best: Russia can do "whatever the hell they want" to allies who do not pay their fair share and meet certain defense-spending objectives.
Other Republicans don't even mention conditions. Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) has called for the immediate reduction of U.S. force levels in Europe and the abrogation of America's common-defense Article 5 commitments. He wants the United States to declare publicly that in the event of a "direct conflict" between Russia and a NATO ally, America will "withhold forces." The Europeans need to know they can no longer "count on us like they used to." Elbridge Colby, a former Trump Pentagon official praised by Hawley, has written widely (and wrongly) that United States cannot defend both East Asia and Europe and that Europeans must fend for themselves because, as he put it in a recent social media post, "Asia is more important than Europe." He said,  "If we have to leave Europe more exposed, so be it." 
Can Republicans really be returning to a 1930s worldview in our 21st-century world? The answer is yes. Trump's Republican Party wants to take the United States back to the triad of interwar conservatism: high tariffs, anti-immigrant xenophobia, isolationism. According to Russ Vought, who is often touted as Trump's likely chief of staff in a second term, it is precisely this "older definition of conservatism," the conservatism of the interwar years, that they hope to impose on the nation when Trump regains power.
So it's time to take a closer look at the 1930s conservative mentality and the America First movement it spawned.
Republican anti-interventionism of those interwar years --  "isolationism" as critics called it -- was less a carefully considered strategic doctrine than an extension of their battles against domestic opponents. Yes, there were self-proclaimed "realists" in the late 1930s assuring everyone that the United States was invulnerable and that events in Asia, where Japan was also on the rampage, and Europe need not endanger American security. Those "realists" chided their fellow Americans for a "giddy" moralism and emotionalism in response to Nazi and Japanese aggression that prevented them from dealing "with the world as it is," as historian Charles Beard put it. George F. Kennan, an anti-liberal conservative who served in the American Embassy in Prague, at the time applauded the Munich settlement and praised the Czechs for eschewing the "romantic" course of resistance in favor of the "humiliating but truly heroic one of realism."
This "realism" meshed well with anti-interventionism. Americans had to respect "the right of an able and virile nation [i.e. Nazi Germany] to expand," aviator Charles Lindbergh argued.  The leading Republican of his day, Ohio Sen. Robert Taft, ridiculed those who expressed fears of advancing fascism. The United States could not be ranging "over the world like a knight errant," protecting "democracy and ideals of good faith" and tilting, "like Don Quixote, against the windmills of fascism." The world was "big enough to contain all kinds of different ways of life."

More than 4,000 people listen to Col. Charles Lindbergh at a rally of the America First Committee at the Gospel Tabernacle in Fort Wayne, Ind., on Oct. 3, 1941. (AP)


It was not fascism that conservative Republicans worried about. It was communism. For them, the foreign policy battle in the interwar years was but a subset of their larger war against Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, which Republicans insisted disguised an attempt to bring communism to the United States. Conservatives in both the United States and Great Britain had long seen Hitler and Mussolini as bulwarks against the spread of communism in Germany and elsewhere.
Nor were they especially troubled by the dramatic rise of official antisemitism in Germany. In the 1920s and '30s, influential Republicans and conservatives put Jews at the center of various conspiracies against America. Some conservatives referred to the New Deal as the "Jew Deal" (there were Jews among FDR's "brain trust"), and they opposed intervening in a war in which Jews were among the prominent victims. Lindbergh, among the most admired men in the United States, claimed Jews were pushing the United States into war "for reasons which are not American."
Conservative Republicans also warned against the creation of an American "liberal empire" no less oppressive than the one Hitler was trying to create. The result, Taft claimed, would be the "establishment of a dictatorship in this country." In May 1940, as the British army faced annihilation at Dunkirk, Taft insisted it was "no time for the people to be wholly absorbed in foreign battles." It was "the New Deal which may leave us weak and unprepared for attack."
America's entry into World War II was, among other things, the triumph of a contrary view of the world. Even before Pearl Harbor, a majority of Americans, prodded by Roosevelt, came to view the advancing power of European fascism and Japanese authoritarian militarism as a threat not just to U.S. security but also to liberal democracy in general. While Roosevelt did warn (implausibly) of the Luftwaffe bombing the United States from bases in Latin America, his broader argument was less about immediate physical security than about the kind of world Americans wanted to live in.
Even if the United States faced no immediate threat of military attack, Roosevelt insisted, in his January 1940 State of the Union address, the world would be a "shabby and dangerous place to live in -- yes, even for Americans to live in" if it were ruled "by force in the hands of a few." To live as a lone island in such a world would be a nightmare. There were times Americans needed to defend not just their homeland, he told Congress in 1939, "but the tenets of faith and humanity on which their churches, their governments and their very civilization are founded. ... To save one we must now make up our minds to save all."
The Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies, formed in May 1940 by progressive Kansas newspaper editor William Allen White and including such prominent Democrats as Dean Acheson, declared the war in Europe was a "life and death struggle for every principle we cherish in America" and urged the United States to "throw its economic and moral weight on the side of the nations of Western Europe, great and small, that are struggling in battle for a civilized way of life."

The Committee to Defend America by Aiding the Allies printed this poster in 1940 or 1941. It shows a barren tree and fence silhouetted against a darkening sky. (Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division)


This was exactly what the men who formed the America First Committee opposed -- and not because they spoke for some mass groundswell of working-class Americans. The poor and working class in these years were with FDR. The America First Committee was founded by a group of Yale students. (Kingman Brewster Jr., a future president of Yale, was a member, as was Potter Stewart, a future Supreme Court justice.) But it soon boasted an impressive list of wealthy and influential supporters that included textile magnate Henry Regnery; chairman of the board of Sears, retired Gen. Robert E. Wood; president of Vick Chemical Co., H. Smith Richardson; and diplomat and future governor of Connecticut Chester B. Bowles. Although they railed at "elites" and claimed to speak for real Americans, they were chiefly business executives who represented the nation's commercial and industrial elites.
Unfortunately for the original America Firsters, most Americans rejected their arguments and embraced FDR's liberal worldview. Especially after the fall of France, polling showed a majority of Americans wanted to send aid to Britain even at the risk of the United States being dragged into war. The America First Committee, despite its well-funded nationwide lobbying effort -- it boasted 800,000 members in 400 chapters across the nation  -- lost the battle against Lend-Lease and all subsequent attempts to prevent the United States from becoming the world's "arsenal of democracy."
When the United States was finally drawn into the war, partly because of Pearl Harbor but also because of FDR's increasingly belligerent approach to what he called the "bandit nations," anti-interventionist Republican critics called it "the New Dealers' War." We like to think that great accomplishments in American history are the result of broad national consensus. More often they are the triumph of one worldview over another. American entry into World War II was the victory of a liberal worldview over an anti-interventionism rooted in a conservative anti-liberalism.
That victory remained largely intact throughout the Cold War and after. Although many conservatives eventually hopped on the internationalist bandwagon for the sake of fighting communism (and many on the left dissented from the liberal consensus), it was FDR's worldview that guided Republican presidents from Dwight D. Eisenhower to Richard M. Nixon to Reagan to the two Bushes.  It was the belief that the United States had both an interest and an obligation to support a liberal democratic, capitalist order and to do so by committing to alliances and deploying hundreds of thousands of GIs thousands of miles from American shores. Reagan's foreign policy was in many ways simply a resumption of the muscular internationalism of FDR, his onetime hero, and the liberal anti-communism of Harry S. Truman and Acheson.
Not all Republicans have forgotten this legacy. Today, when people like Mitch McConnell, the GOP Senate leader, insist that what happens to Ukraine has "a direct and vital bearing on America's national security and vital interests," they are articulating this liberal worldview, the assumption that the United States has an interest in the peace and security of a predominantly liberal democratic Europe. If Americans care about what happens in Europe, then they must care about what happens in Ukraine. For should Ukraine fall to Russian control, it would move the line of confrontation between Russia and NATO hundreds of miles westward and allow Vladimir Putin to pursue his unconcealed ambition to restore Moscow's hegemony in Eastern and Central Europe. Should Ukraine fall, the cost and risk of stopping Russia later will be much higher, including the risk of the United States having to confront Russia as it did during the Cold War. My Post colleague Marc Thiessen has thus advised Republicans to give Ukraine the weapons it needs now, lest they come to "own Ukraine's military collapse" and leave a reelected Trump "with a weak hand." Yet that sensible advice also rests on the assumption that at some point the United States may have to come to Europe's defense against an aggressive Putin.
But what of those Republicans who don't share that basic assumption? When Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio) tells Stephen K. Bannon that "I don't really care what happens to Ukraine one way or another," that statement rests on a different assumption, namely, that a liberal democratic Europe is of no value to the United States and that Americans should not be willing to fight for Germany and France any more than they should fight for Ukraine. It is the original America First position.

Rallygoers wait to see Donald Trump campaign for Bernie Moreno, a Republican running for a Senate seat from Ohio, on March 16 in Vandalia, Ohio. Moreno is challenging longtime Democrat Sherrod Brown. (Andrew Spear for The Washington Post)


Like those of their 1930s forbears, today's Republicans' views of foreign policy are heavily shaped by what they consider the more important domestic battle against liberalism. Foreign policy issues are primarily weapons to be wielded against domestic enemies. Today's Republicans depict their domestic opponents as, among other things, "communists" who are taking their orders from communist China. Republicans insist that Biden is a communist, that his election was a "communist takeover," that his administration is a "communist regime." It follows, then, that Biden must have a "pro-Chinese Communist Party (CCP) agenda," as the powerful Republican chair of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, Cathy McMorris Rodgers , has put it. "Communist China has their President ... China Joe," Georgia  Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene tweeted on Biden's Inauguration Day in 2021. Sen. Marco Rubio (Fla.) has called the President "Beijing Biden."
And just as World War II was the "New Dealers' War," so Ukraine is the war of "globalists." Hawley, killing many birds with one stone, warns, like his America First forebears, that a cabal of "liberal globalists on the left" and "neoconservatives on the right"is  trying to impose a "liberal empire" on the world to make "the world over in the image of New York and Silicon Valley." What makes these "liberal globalists" and "neoconservatives" dangerous, Hawley insists, is that they are not pursuing a "truly nationalist foreign policy" because they themselves are not true Americans.
The GOP devotion to America First is merely the flip side of Trump's "poison the blood" campaign. It is about the ascendancy of White Christian America and the various un-American ethnic and racial groups allegedly conspiring against it.

Donald Trump arrives at a Get Out The Vote rally in Waterford Township, Mich., on Feb 17. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


This has long been evident in Republican veneration of anti-liberal dictators such as Putin and Hungary's Viktor Orban. Conservatives applauded when Putin warned in 2013 that the "Euro-Atlantic countries" were "rejecting" the "Christian values" that were the "basis of Western civilization," "denying moral principles and all traditional identities: national, cultural, religious, and even sexual." Patrick J. Buchanan put it best when he called Putin "one of us,"  the voice of "conservatives, traditionalists and nationalists of all continents and countries," and praised him for standing up against "the cultural and ideological imperialism of ... a decadent west." The New York Times' Christopher Caldwell has called Putin a "hero to populist conservatives around the world" because he refuses to submit to the U.S.-dominated liberal world order: "Vladimir Vladimirovich is not the president of a feminist NGO. He is not a transgender-rights activist." He is "the pre-eminent statesman of our time."
And what about Trump himself? Does Trump have such a fully formed ideological and strategic agenda? The answer may well be no. As his own former attorney general pointed out, Trump "is a consummate narcissist ... who will always put his interests ahead of the country's." But Trump's narcissism meshes well with the aims of those yearning to extricate the United States from its commitments in Europe. In his personal life, as people who know him tend to agree, Trump has no allies. As one Republican told the Wall Street Journal, "All relationships with Trump are one-way transactional and the day he decides that it's no longer beneficial to him, folks are out the door." It is hardly surprising that he takes the same approach in foreign policy. Trump does not value America's allies any more than he values any other relationship, including his relationships with Putin, Xi Jinping and Kim Jong Un. Trump does not see the world as divided between America's friends and enemies but only between those who can help him, or hurt him, and those who can't.
Trump has none of the reverence for America's commitments overseas that Republican political leaders have shared since the 1940s, when even Michigan Republican Sen. Arthur Vandenberg, a true isolationist before  Pearl Harbor, threw his support behind NATO. Ronald Reagan was famous for his close relationships with Britain's Margaret Thatcher, Germany's Helmut Kohl, Japan's Yasuhiro Nakasone and even France's Francois Mitterrand, a socialist.

President-elect George H.W. Bush points out the sights for Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, right, at New York Harbor on Dec. 8, 1988, as President Ronald Reagan looks on. (Boris Yurchenko/AP)


If anything, it has been  Democratic presidents who have raised the most concern about American commitments. In the late 1970s, Jimmy Carter openly toyed with pulling U.S. troops out of South Korea, and, more recently, Barack Obama's feelings for the European allies were noticeably cooler than his predecessors' -- and he was very clear in his view that Ukraine was not a "vital" interest of the United States. But none has gone as far as Trump, Vance, Hawley and Colby in insisting that America should no longer be bound by its European alliance.
It doesn't really matter what Trump believes, therefore. More important is what he doesn't believe. Nor does he need to withdraw formally from NATO to introduce massive instability. It will be enough that he and his advisers cast significant doubt on the reliability of America's Article 5 obligations. There is no such thing as a conditional guarantee. Once other nations realize that America's commitment to defend treaty allies can no longer be relied upon, the whole configuration of power in the international system will change. All powers, whether friendly or hostile to the United States, will adjust accordingly.
In this respect, those Trump Republicans who wish to sever American commitments to allies are not only bringing back a 1930s worldview. If they take power, they will bring us back to a 1930s world.
Imagine that Kyiv falls a year or two into a second Trump presidency and that instead of responding by rushing to bolster the alliance's defenses with a more substantial American commitment, Trump expresses relative indifference. How will the nations of Europe respond? Russian troops will be hundreds of miles closer to NATO countries and will share a nearly 700-mile border with Poland, but if Republicans have their way, the United States will do nothing. It will be a historic geopolitical revolution.
Under those circumstances, Europeans will have to make a choice. They must either adjust to the expanding hegemony of a militarized Russia led by a proven aggressor -- accepting the world "as it is" in prescribed "realist" fashion. Or they must prepare themselves to stand up to it -- without the United States.
The stakes will be highest and most immediate for the Baltic nations, which in the eyes of traditional Russian nationalists such as Putin are mere appendages of Russia, with significant Russian-speaking populations that may at any time demand "protection" from Moscow, as the Sudeten Germans in Czechoslovakia demanded protection from Berlin in the 1930s. The Baltic states have never enjoyed sovereign independence in periods of Russian hegemony and owe their independence today entirely to American and NATO guarantees.
Then there is Poland, which during the Cold War and repeatedly in the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries was either subjugated or partitioned by Moscow. Will the Poles again go quietly into that good Russian night once they have been left deliberately "exposed," as Colby put it, to the full weight of Russian power without the United States  or NATO to back them up?
The most important nation in this transformed Europe will be Germany. Germans will quickly find themselves faced with a terrible choice. Either they try to remain in a fundamentally pacifist mode, as they have been since 1945, or they once again become a great military power. To defend themselves in the absence of an American guarantee, Germans will face a staggering uphill climb to match Russia's conventional-weapons capabilities. But they will also have to address Russia's overwhelming nuclear superiority, which Putin has not been shy about threatening to use even against the nuclear-armed United States. Will the Germans rely on British and French nuclear capacities to deter Russia, since they can no longer count on the American nuclear umbrella? Or will they choose to become a nuclear power themselves?

German soldiers cross a body of water as part of a military exercise in Klietz, Germany, on March 18. More than 90,000 troops from all 32 NATO allies will be deployed throughout the large-scale NATO maneuver "Steadfast Defender 2024"  between January and May. (Hannibal Hanschke/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Indeed, should the United States make clear that it is no longer bound by its security guarantees, the likelihood is that other industrialized nations will quickly turn to nuclear weapons to try to make up for the sudden gap in their defenses. Japan could build hundreds of nuclear weapons in a very short time if it chose -- or do the new America Firsters believe that the Japanese will find reassuring America's abandonment of the similar  treaty commitments in Europe? We will be living in a world of many heavily armed powers engaged in a multipolar arms race, ever poised for conflict -- in short, the world that existed in the 1930s, only this time with nuclear weapons. But yes, they will be spending more than 2 percent of their GDP on defense.
Who can say when all this will come a cropper for the United States? Putin's first act of aggression was in Georgia in 2008; his second was in 2014, when he invaded Crimea and eastern Ukraine; his third was in 2022 when, contrary to almost everyone's expectations, he invaded all of Ukraine. But his cautious probing, if you can call it that, was in the context of a continuing American commitment to European security.
And how long before China, watching America abandon its allies in Europe, asks whether Americans still plan to live up to any of their commitments anywhere? Even if one believes that "Asia is more important than Europe," does it strengthen the Asian allies to abandon the European allies? Hitler also hoped the United States would focus exclusively on Asia and leave Europe to him.  It is no surprise that among those most frightened by Trump's talk of abandoning NATO is Taiwan.
An older generation of Americans, many of whom may vote for Trump this year, may not live to see the consequences -- those crises will fall on their children and grandchildren. But they can be sure of this: If they vote for a return to the 1930s, posterity is not going to mistake them for America's "greatest generation."
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This monument has been missing from the Mall far too long
Of the many memorial and historic sites on the Mall, not a single one is dedicated to women.
By Marsha Blackburn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Cynthia Lummis, Katie Britt | 2024-03-28

A women's suffrage picket at the Capitol in 1917. (Harris & Ewing/Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division) 


Marsha Blackburn is a Republican senator from Tennessee, Cindy Hyde-Smith is a Republican senator from Mississippi, Cynthia Lummis is a Republican senator from Wyoming and Katie Boyd Britt is a Republican senator from Alabama.
In our nation's capital, there is one place that more than any other showcases our history: the National Mall. For more than 100 years, this two-mile stretch of land flanked by the Capitol, the Lincoln Memorial, the White House and our national cultural institutions has embodied our country's ideals and honored our national memory.
But one thing is missing.
Among the 40 monuments, memorials, statues and historic sites on the Mall -- including 22 dedicated to individual men, 10 to military history and veterans, three to foreign relations, two to private organizations, one to U.S. postal history, one to the history of the United States' canals, and another to the history of horses on the Mall -- there is not a single one dedicated to American women.
That's why we are working with our colleagues on both sides of the aisle to spearhead an effort to create a memorial honoring American women's history in the Mall's monumental core. With the passage of the Women's Suffrage National Monument Location Act, a monument commemorating women's long fight for the right to vote will take its rightful place in our nation's capital.
As the first women to represent our states in the Senate, we know that women's fight for the vote is the story of a great American movement for change. It is a story -- written by women, led by women -- about democracy at work and the power and courage of the American spirit.
In November, a unanimous House passed legislation permitting the Women's Suffrage National Monument to be placed in Constitution Gardens, a 50-acre space dedicated during the nation's bicentennial celebrations as a living memorial to the founding of the republic. It is only fitting that the monument to honor our foremothers' role in expanding our democracy through the 19th Amendment be placed there, alongside the memorial that honors our Founding Fathers.
This project has bipartisan and bicameral support in Congress, as well as the support of every living first lady, and is the only monument supported by the National Park Service for inclusion on the Mall. We are one Senate vote away from bringing it to fruition, and we urge our colleagues to seize the day.
As the suffragists would say, failure is impossible.
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This Easter, let's not try to pretend Jesus was a 'Palestinian Jew'
In this post-Oct. 7 period, a strange revisionist history of ancient times has started to take root. 
By Paula Fredriksen | 2024-03-28

Christian worshipers attend a Palm Sunday procession on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem on March 24. (Ronen Zvulun/Reuters)


Paula Fredriksen, Aurelio professor of scripture emerita at Boston University, is a historian of ancient Christianity and the author of "When Christians Were Jews" and "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews."
Easter marks the resurrection of Jesus, but this year the holiday comes with a twist: Jesus resurrected as Palestinian. Never mind that Jesus was born and died a Jew in Judaea. From the pronouncement of a member of Congress to the pages of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, Jesus is now heralded as a "Palestinian" or, more delicately, as a "Palestinian Jew."
Jesus made an appearance on social media as a "Palestinian" around Christmas, and the meme has flourished since then. The gambit casts 1st-century Jews in the role of an occupying power and "Palestinians" as their victims. Just as Herod, the  king of Judaea in Jesus' time, persecuted the "Palestinian" holy family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, so, too, goes the claim, is modern Israel an occupying power persecuting Palestinians today.
So caught up were these advocates in their own spin that they mischaracterized reality. In a Christmastime post on Instagram, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) condemned modern Israelis as "right-wing forces violently occupying Bethlehem." But Bethlehem has been administered by the Palestinian Authority since 1995. Once a significant majority there the Christian population plunged from 86 percent in 1950 to less than 12 percent in 2016.
As for the Gaza Strip, it is even less hospitable to Christians. As the New Yorker reported in January, a count by the Catholic Church in Gaza, "once home to a thriving Christian community," found just 1,017 Christians, amid a population of more than 2 million. After seizing control of Gaza in 2007, Hamas ended the designation of Christmas as a public holiday and discouraged its celebration. The dwindling population of Gazan Christians has been harassed, intimidated, even murdered. Were Jesus to show up in modern-day Gaza, he would find an extremely hostile environment.
So how did Jesus end up "Palestinian"?
Roughly 3,000 years ago, on the eastern rim of the Mediterranean, a coastal confederation of five cities stretched from Gaza into Lebanon. The Bible refers to this zone as Philistia, the land of the Philistines. In 430 B.C., the Greek historian Herodotus, translating this term, gestured toward the broader area as "Palaistine."
To the east, the region of the biblical highlands was called Yehudah. The name predates Herodotus by centuries. By Jesus' lifetime, the Romans labeled this whole area, coast and highlands together, as "Judaea," a Latinization of "Yehudah." The people living in Judaea were called "Iudaei": "Judeans" or "Jews." Their temple in Jerusalem, the focus of their ancestral worship since the first millennium B.C., was sacred to Jesus, which is why the gospels depict him as journeying there for pilgrimage holidays. An ethnic Judean, Jesus was, accordingly, a Jew.
Where, then, did the name "Palestine" come from? From a foreign imperial colonizing power: Rome. Judeans revolted twice against the Romans. The first revolt, from A.D. 66 to 73, reached an awful climax with the destruction of the Jewish temple in Jerusalem. Still, Rome kept "Judaea" as the region's designation. But in A.D. 132-135, the Jews again revolted. By that point, Rome had had enough. The empire changed the administrative name of the region to "Syria-Palestina" -- a full century after Jesus' death. It was a deliberate way to "de-Judaize" the territory by using the throwback term for the coastal Philistines.
What does this mean? It means that Jesus was not "Palestinian." Nor was he a "Palestinian Jew." This is so for a simple reason: There was no political entity called "Palestine" in his lifetime. If Jesus was born in Bethlehem, he was born in Judaea as a Jew. He certainly died as one, under Rome's heavy hand -- the political condition that led to the two Jewish revolts.
It was Roman colonizers who changed the name of Judaea to Palestine.
Why rehearse this well-known history? Because now, in the current crisis, even Jesus is being enlisted for attacks on Israel. Calling Jesus a "Palestinian" or even a "Palestinian Jew" is all about modern politics. Besides being historically false, the claim is inflammatory. For two millennia, Jews have been blamed for Jesus' execution by the Romans; casting him as a Palestinian just stokes the fires of hate, using Jesus against Jews once again.
It is, further, an act of cultural and political appropriation -- and a clever rhetorical move. It rips Jesus out of his Jewish context. And it rips 1st-century Jews -- and 21st-century Israeli Jews -- out of their ancestral homeland, turning them into interlopers. This is polemic masquerading as history.
There have already been too many casualties since Oct. 7. Let's not allow history to be one of them.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/03/28/easter-jesus-not-palestinian-jew/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Who is she? Why is she here? Because RFK Jr. needs the money. 
Whatever her other virtues, Nicole Shanahan is worth a fortune as the ex-wife of Google co-founder Sergey Brin.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-03-28

Nicole Shanahan speaks at Tuesday event in California after joining Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s independent presidential campaign as a candidate for vice president. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


To paraphrase the memorable words of a notable figure who once ran for vice president on a third-party ticket: Who is she? Why is she here?
With apologies to Adm. James Stockdale, a man with a distinguished military career who lightheartedly posed those questions about himself as Ross Perot's running mate during his opening statement at the 1992 vice-presidential debate, they are worth asking in all seriousness about the selection that independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. announced Tuesday.
Kennedy's pick for the vice-presidential spot on his ticket is Nicole Shanahan, a 38-year-old philanthropist and tech entrepreneur who has never run for office before. At the rally in Oakland at which he introduced her, Kennedy described Shanahan as "my fellow lawyer, a brilliant scientist, technologist, a fierce warrior mom."
"I need someone with a spiritual dimension and compassion and idealism and, above all, a deep love for the United States of America," Kennedy added.
Whatever Shanahan's other virtues, the most important reason for her selection is that she is worth a fortune as the ex-wife of Google co-founder Sergey Brin, who ranks as the 10th richest person in the world on the Bloomberg Billionaires Index. Their 2023 divorce settlement is confidential, but the Wall Street Journal reported that she was seeking more than $1 billion.
Now that Shanahan is on the ticket with Kennedy, campaign finance law allows her to pour unlimited amounts of money into his campaign -- something he badly needs. His campaign treasury is running low, with just over $5 million cash on hand reported in its latest federal filing, and qualifying for a spot on state ballots across the country is an expensive proposition. Candidates must have the resources to gather hundreds of thousands of signatures.
So far, Kennedy, who is polling in the low double digits nationally, has made it onto only one ballot: Utah's. Meanwhile, the Democratic National Committee has filed a complaint with the Federal Election Commission accusing him of violating the law by relying upon a supposedly independent super PAC to do the legwork for his campaign.
Shanahan was already a major donor to that super PAC, American Values 2024. She chipped in $4 million to help pay for a bizarre 30-second Super Bowl spot that manipulated footage from a famous ad that his uncle John F. Kennedy had run during the 1960 campaign.
The Super Bowl commercial drew protests from some of his relatives, many of whom have spoken out against Kennedy for spreading conspiracy theories and misinformation about vaccines. In a subsequent post on X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, Kennedy distanced himself from the ad and apologized for it, writing: "I'm so sorry if the Super Bowl advertisement caused anyone in my family pain. The ad was created and aired by the American Values Super PAC without any involvement or approval from my campaign. FEC rules prohibit Super PACs from consulting with me or my staff."
There's no conceivable scenario in which Kennedy might actually win the election. No third-party candidate has won even a single state since 1968, when segregationist George Wallace carried five in the South -- Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi -- and got 46 electoral votes.
But given how close the margins are likely to be in a handful of key states in 2024, it is easy to imagine that Kennedy or other third-party contenders could sap enough votes to act as a spoiler.
What's generally assumed is that President Biden is the major-party contender most likely to be hurt by Kennedy, but there is evidence that presumptive GOP nominee Donald Trump also stands to lose votes to him in some places. A recent Fox News survey in Pennsylvania, for instance, showed Trump two percentage points ahead of Biden in a two-man race but tied when the names of Kennedy and two other independent contenders, Jill Stein and Cornel West, were added to the poll question.
"Our campaign is a spoiler. I agree with that. It is a spoiler for President Biden and for President Trump," Kennedy has said.
In 2016, Green Party candidate Stein got enough votes in Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania to arguably tip those states -- and hand the election -- to Trump. "We learned after 2016 that we can't ignore third parties," noted Lis Smith, who is advising the Democratic National Committee's effort against third-party candidates.
But Shanahan's selection could complicate things. "She was picked for one reason and one reason only:  the money," Smith told me.
In a February interview with my colleague Michael Scherer,  Shanahan said she still considered herself "a massive Democratic Party supporter" and had initially been concerned when Kennedy abandoned what had been a bid for the Democratic nomination in October to mount an independent candidacy. "I had real concerns what that could do to the election," she said.
But, eventually, "it became apparent to me that there's a lot more silent support for RFK than I could have ever imagined," Shanahan said.
She might be right, and if her money puts him on more ballots, it will be silent no more.
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Real estate feels too darn expensive. But are commissions to blame?
Plus, readers on a profile of Josh Paul, who dissented from the Biden administration's policy on the Israel-Gaza war.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-03-27

Eisenhower Pointe on March 19 in Alexandria. (Benjamin C Tankersley for The Washington Post)


Regarding the March 21 editorial, "There's a real estate shakeup -- but more can be done," and Megan McArdle's March 22 op-ed, "We'll soon learn the true value of real estate agents":
As a residential real estate broker in the D.C. region for more than 40 years, I witnessed the creation of buyer representation nationally because of consumer demand. The purchase of a home is the largest and most complex financial deal most people enter into in their lives. They don't do it often. The thought of a buyer not having an advocate makes me shudder. If you saw what I saw, you would, too!
Real estate agents handle so many issues. Some are questions about the physical condition of the property. Does the home have radon, lead paint, mold, asbestos or wells or septic tanks? Is it subject to obscure zoning rules, unusual property lines, conservation easements or historic overlays? We can tell buyers if a home inspector or contractor is reliable, and how to navigate mortgage financing guidelines or find a skilled underwriter. And we are their partners in the emotional parts of real estate: tough negotiations, nasty divorces or adult children who won't move out.
In helping buyers handle these issues, real estate agents create a community network of homeowners and service providers. Most people don't know the depth of what their agent does for them. We can do a better job explaining that.
This is already a highly competitive industry. Inexpensive options for obtaining brokerage services have always been available to all clients. Sellers who choose not to offer compensation to a buyer's agent will eliminate opportunities for Veterans Affairs-financed buyers and for most first-time buyers who cannot pay their agent because of  loan-underwriting guidelines. That reduces access to homeownership unless these buyers buy without the benefit of representation. That feels discriminatory to me. Often, buyers would not even know they could buy a home without the help of a buyer's agent.
Also, consider that for buyers and sellers getting their information off the internet, context is quickly lost. Relying on a website alone to buy a house or condo is sort of like diagnosing your medical problems by looking online and dismissing the need for a doctor.
Holly Worthington, Chevy Chase
I much appreciated the Editorial Board's take on the National Association of Realtors with regard to "limited competition among agents on price and service quality." For me, the editorial was, as Yogi Berra is famously thought to have said, "deja vu all over again."
From the spring of 1978 until the end of winter 1979, I led the Seattle office of the Federal Trade Commission investigation into NAR's use of its multiple-listing services as a price-fixing scheme. The investigation, which received full cooperation from the NAR general counsel's office, covered five metropolitan areas across the country.
Based upon MLS data, our investigation concluded that collusion between brokers was patent and the MLS was the vehicle that promoted price-fixing and service uniformity. My office sought to treat the listings database as an essential public service and proposed opening the MLS to consumers on a "user fee" basis. However, the FTC rejected the proposal in its entirety and reassigned the NAR matter to the Los Angeles office to pursue a market-driven, nonenforcement approach based on the development of "buyer broker representation."
And here we are today. Perhaps there are lessons for the future in our work from the late 1970s and from the research conducted by our regional director, William C. Erxleben, on brokerage price fixing.
Michael Katz, Washington
As a long-retired Realtor, I was intrigued by Megan McArdle's op-ed on real estate agents.
When I was active in the profession, I thought about a third of the active agents in my market were competent, knowledgeable and diligent and worked hard for their clients. Another third were inexperienced and learning, while the final third were unsuccessful and trying to find other employment.
Ms. McArdle wrote that she would pay pay a buyer's agent between $500 to $2,000 for assistance. Her estimate of an agent's worth assumes a buyer will establish market value, has knowledge of any needed inspections and understands the requirements when closing a transaction. I doubt many buyers have the necessary time and ability.
And Ms. McArdle ignored commercial and other nonresidential real estate transactions, which could be even more complicated. All buyers and sellers will continue to choose their agents. A more important question might be: What method could the industry develop to help them make an informed choice?
Certainly, technological innovations will affect residential marketing expenses. And it will be very interesting to see how the housing industry's cost of goods sold evolves.
Frank Brodersen, Springfield
Contrary to the impression given in a recent Post editorial, a decrease in Realtors' commissions will not decrease the price of homes. Home prices will continue to be determined by supply and demand, especially in a market in which there are very few listings. If real estate commissions decline, sellers might receive more money on closing. But in a market with hundreds of potential buyers and six listings, why would sellers lower their asking prices?
Roy Relph, Arlington
The editorial on real estate costs accepted without much question the narrative that waiving title insurance -- which protects home buyers in the event that someone makes a claim to their new home  -- will help solve the nation's housing affordability challenges. Unfortunately, the administration's title insurance pilot program will exacerbate housing costs by exposing lenders, consumers and taxpayers to greater financial risk.
This experiment would allow some refinancers of federally backed mortgages to skip paying for title insurance in favor of inadequate verification methods. The program targets only higher-wealth homeowners, not first-time homebuyers. It will do little to spur new ownership.
And the program would put Fannie Mae, which was neither created, chartered, licensed, regulated nor reserved for such purposes, into the title insurance business. Fannie Mae helped implode the U.S. economy in 2008 and cost taxpayers more than $200 billion the last time it engaged in significant risk-taking beyond its charter.
For the protection it provides, title insurance is a good deal. While many other fees have increased, the cost of title insurance coverage has declined nearly 8 percent since 2004. We need to focus on the barriers to homeownership that exist today, but title insurance isn't one of them.
Diane Tomb, Arlington
The author is chief executive of the American Land Title Association.

Josh Paul, a former State Department career officer who resigned in protest over the administration's support for Israel's action in Gaza, in Grinnell, Iowa, in February 2023. (Kathryn Gamble for The Washington Post) 


Regarding the March 25 front-page article "Gaza dissenter plans second act":
This coverage of Josh Paul appropriately honored a man who acts on his conscience to bring an important and informed point of view to others.
However, the article gave the impression that Israel has always enjoyed an exclusive free ride from the highest levels of our government. This history is much more complicated.
No less a figure than U.S. Secretary of State George C. Marshall opposed recognition of the new state of Israel in 1948; he and his allies on the question feared ongoing war in the region and threats to U.S. access to oil. President Dwight D. Eisenhower demanded the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Sinai Peninsula after the 1956 Suez Crisis and threatened to cut off U.S. aid if Israel did not comply. Citing larger geopolitical considerations, Secretary of State Henry Kissinger favored a stalemate rather than outright Israeli victory in the 1973 Yom Kippur War, even though Israel had been attacked. President George H.W. Bush withheld loan guarantees to Israel to accelerate Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's negotiations with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. And in 2005, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon withdrew Israeli forces from Gaza in an attempt to improve Israel's standing.
It is appropriate for Americans to convey to the Israelis what our nation has learned about warfare from the ugly experience of destroying Vietnamese villages in order to save them and inadvertently incinerating Afghan families unfortunate enough to live too close to military targets. But let's not pretend that it's simple to ask Israel to shield the innocent from a war started and pursued by people sworn to destroy it, or that any other nation has been held to this standard.
David Hornestay, Silver Spring
I want to offer high praise for the outstanding profile of Josh Paul. Mr. Paul's thoughts and actions about the Israeli war on Gaza were measured and reflective of what many Americans , including me, think and believe. His integrity and determination to speak truth to power were inspirational.
I wish President Biden -- who, until giving a catastrophically misguided hug to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in October, had been a good president -- would listen to what Mr. Paul is saying. I agree with him that "what Israel is doing right now is deeply harmful to America" and contrary to the values America espouses around the world.
The courage demonstrated by Mr. Paul, a Maryland resident, and  Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), who has spoken out against selling Israel offensive weapons and in favor of more aid to Gaza, has given me reason to take pride in Maryland, our people and our leadership.
Robert J. Latham, Ellicott City
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Test your baseball knowledge. Then buy a slice of a team.
Plus: Baltimore bridge collapse. 2024 "double haters." The electric vehicle transition.
By Drew Goins | 2024-03-27
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Rob Dobi for The Washington Post) 


Major League Baseball's Opening Day is closer than a bookie to a ballfield, which means it's time to place a bet on your own knowledge with superfan George Will's annual quiz on baseball arcana.
As ever, the test is devilishly difficult; I scored only 11 out of 41, and I took "Baseball in American History" in undergrad! (Of course, I'd be happy to provide an excellent term paper on the sexual politics of the locker room during the gay liberation movement. George Will, if you're reading this, I'm kidding! Or am I!)
If you know tidbits such as which Hall of Fame second baseman got two or more hits in a record 13 consecutive games, you will do better. If not, I'd say just try to avoid made-up names, but it turns out that Catfish Hunter and Goose Gossage both actually played.
Next year, if Dan Pink's proposal gets picked up, the Washington Nationals might make an oddity appearance in the quiz -- as the first MLB team to be owned by its fans.
In the latest installment of his imaginative Why Not? series, Dan explains exactly how the family that owns the Nats could find a buyer group that would solve many of the problems that attend sports team ownership, which Dan says reflects "the crudest defects of the modern U.S. economy."
This route would require some new regulation, and there would be bumps along the way, Dan writes, but fan ownership "is not some fever dream conjured by AOC and Noam Chomsky over lunch at a vegan co-op." He notes that the model has already hummed along for years at one of the strongest franchises in a different American sport.
Chaser: Ted Johnson writes that, at least for a bit longer, we're still in the throes of March Madness, when college basketball turns into a tonic for a fractured nation.
The country was unified in horror when we woke up Tuesday and watched video of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge collapsing after being struck by a container ship. Now, the Editorial Board writes, we need to be unified in determination.
"At a time when ... the country's political institutions are mired in disagreement and indecision, this tragedy can't get caught up in partisan sniping," the board writes. "It's a time to put aside differences, to rebuild and to tap what is still the United States' greatest strength: its deep reservoir of native optimism." The board finds inspiration in Pennsylvania's speedy repair of a bridge collapse last year along Interstate 95.
Indeed, it's easy to think of the Key Bridge in highway terms, what with the chilling images of cars racing across it right before its collapse. But former Post editor and reporter Will Englund writes that the collapse's blockage of maritime transport is of much greater magnitude than of anything on wheels.
Englund explains how Baltimore came to be one of the United States' most vital ports. Until the bridge wreckage is cleared, he writes, that port "is stymied, shut tight, under blockade."
It's hard for Englund to imagine a disaster of such scale in old Baltimore, when ships trundled so much farther toward the harbor. Hulks such as this week's offending ship simply couldn't fit. The vessel and the bridge alike, Englund writes, join the lost road workers as "casualties of a business that has grown gigantic in every way."

(twp)


Post Opinions' new podcast is back with a second episode, this time on President Biden's push to transition the nation to electric vehicles -- and, as promised, it's a whole new crew discussing the matter.
Chuck Lane, Megan McArdle and Catherine Rampell chat through whether America is ready for such a revolution, or even wants it.
Elsewhere on the information superhighway, Opinions editor Travis Meier's column doesn't take a stand on electric vs. gas-powered vehicles, but it has fighting words for the places that house them (or, rather, don't): Empty parking lots are killing downtowns that are trying to revive themselves.
"Our nation's downtowns are full of these neglected spaces -- surface lots of crumbling asphalt and weeds, emblematic of absentee property owners and a disregard for the public good," he writes. "I would know. I live next to three."
You know what, Donald Trump? I think we can arrange that! But Biden, don't get your hopes up; today we're dealing with the "double hater."
Ramesh Ponnuru can't stomach either major candidate in this fall's election -- Trump for his unfitness and Biden for his raft of progressive policies, most importantly on abortion. Ramesh is, in other words, a double hater. He does not intend to hold his nose and vote for either.
"Try, as best you can," he advises his fellow double negatives, "not to hate either Trump or Biden. But if you don't think either candidate deserves your vote, don't let anyone browbeat you into giving it to one of them."
Chaser: Catch Ramesh discussing the issue further -- and specifically the stakes anti-Trump Republicans face when choosing whether to endorse Biden -- with Jason Willick in the latest edition of Alexi McCammond's Prompt 2024 newsletter.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Twelve wrong in a row
With twenty-nine still to go
The quiz yips set in
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/03/27/george-will-baseball-quiz-baltimore-bridge-electric-vehicles/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The right wing's to-do list
Ann Telnaes cartoon on the Supreme Court and mifepristone.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-03-28

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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End a reporter's year-long nightmare in Russia: Free Evan Gershkovich now
Gershkovich has been held for a year in a Moscow prison -- his unjust detention is an affront to press freedom and a flagrant case of hostage-taking.
By Editorial Board | 2024-03-28

American journalist Evan Gershkovich is seen in a Moscow courtroom last April. (For The Washington Post) 


Do not forget American journalist Evan Gershkovich, a correspondent for the Wall Street Journal, as the anniversary of his detention in Moscow's notorious Lefortovo prison approaches. He is innocent of the charges of espionage leveled against him. His incarceration is both an affront to press freedom and a flagrant case of hostage-taking. He has our unwavering support.
Officers of Russia's Federal Security Service, or FSB, arrested Mr. Gershkovich, 32, on March 29, 2023, while he was reporting in the central Russian city of Yekaterinburg, 1,100 miles east of Moscow. Mr. Gershkovich was born in New Jersey, the son of Jewish immigrants who came to the United States in the 1970s from the Soviet Union. He had been in Moscow for six years before his arrest, reporting for Agence France-Presse and the Moscow Times before joining the Wall Street Journal. Unlike many of his colleagues from Western media, he chose to remain in the country after the invasion of Ukraine began. Far from committing espionage, he had followed Russia's rules for international journalists and was carrying accreditation from the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, official permission for reporting in Russia.
Not even during the Cold War, when the Soviet police state routinely harassed and sometimes expelled Western correspondents, did any U.S. reporter receive the kind of long-term detention to which Mr. Gershkovich is being subjected. (He is still awaiting trial. A court this week extended his detention by three months.) The closest parallel is the case of U.S. News & World Report correspondent Nicholas Daniloff, whom Soviet authorities detained in 1986, also on phony charges of espionage. The regime kept him for just 13 days in Lefortovo, followed by 17 days of house arrest in the U.S. Embassy, before letting him return to the United States in exchange for a Soviet official arrested in the United States.
But this is Vladimir Putin's Russia, and thuggery reigns. Probably, Mr. Putin is holding Mr. Gershkovich as a chit to be traded for actual Russian spies or other criminals held in the West. Mr. Putin used similar tactics in the case of U.S. women's basketball star Brittney Griner, arrested at a Moscow airport on dubious drug charges in February 2022 and released in a trade that December for Viktor Bout, a Russian convicted in the United States of arms trafficking and other crimes. The next such offender Moscow hopes to deal for could be Vadim Krasikov, an FSB assassin convicted in Germany in December 2021 of the brazen daylight murder of a Chechen dissident in a central Berlin park.
As though one journalist behind bars were not enough, Alsu Kurmasheva, a reporter for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, was arrested on Oct. 19. A dual U.S.-Russian citizen, she has been held on charges of failing to register as a foreign agent. She had traveled to Russia in May to visit her ailing mother. Her lawyers say Ms. Kurmasheva is also being investigated on charges of discrediting the Russian military, stemming from a book of antiwar stories she edited, but those charges have not been presented in court.
On Jan. 27, the FSB arrested another dual U.S.-Russian citizen, Ksenia Khavana, 33, of Los Angeles, on charges of treason. The accusations appear preposterous. Purportedly, she was raising money for Ukraine's military. The Associated Press quoted a co-worker as saying Ms. Khavana was collecting funds for humanitarian aid and had donated to Razom for Ukraine, a U.S.-based nonprofit that says it provides medical kits and disaster relief to those affected by Russia's invasion. Like that of Mr. Gershkovich, her arrest took place in Yekaterinburg, where she was visiting family. Not to be overlooked is Paul Whelan, the ex-Marine arrested in 2018 and sentenced to 16 years in prison in 2020 on espionage charges that he and his family claim are baseless.
In a just and rational world, Mr. Putin would unconditionally free these people. In this misbegotten moment, though, it falls to the Biden administration to explore every possible option to secure their releases, including negotiations with Moscow, to make sure this bitter anniversary never comes around again. Meanwhile, the cruelty Mr. Putin is inflicting upon these Americans, and their families, cannot be overstated. And the names of Ksenia Khavana, Alsu Kurmasheva, Paul Whelan and Evan Gershkovich cannot be forgotten.
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Cartoon by Clay Bennett
Clay Bennett cartoon on abortion pill SCOTUS case
By Clay Bennett | 2024-03-27

(Clay Bennett/Clay Bennett, Chattanooga Times Free Press)
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Cartoon by Mike Smith
Mike Smith cartoon on Putin blaming Ukraine and Trump blaming Biden.
By Mike Smith | 2024-03-27

(Mike Smith/Las Vegas Sun)
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I went to Mecca to find solace. I found acceptance.
At a trying time for Islam, I went on a religious pilgrimage.
By Rana Ayyub | 2024-03-27
"I want to go for Umrah," I announced to my family. It must have been a surprise to them, their journalist daughter deciding to take the Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca.
"Take your mom," my dad suggested.
"I want to do it alone, I want this to be my own journey."
Why now? I was feeling a void, almost like an outsider in my own country, as the Indian prime minister prepared with great fanfare to inaugurate a Hindu temple where an Islamic mosque once stood. At the same time, the images from Gaza were heartbreaking. I needed to cling to something, some semblance of hope, some spiritual solace, some feeling of community. Maybe I would find that in Mecca, birthplace of the prophet Muhammad, a trip I had been contemplating for years.
There was a minor glitch. The travel agencies that had inundated my WhatsApp with Umrah and Hajj travel offers stopped replying the moment I stated my intention to travel alone. Another said point blank: "We do not make arrangements for single women."
But one agency agreed, and thus started my journey to the holiest place in Islam. Last year, a record 13.5 million Muslims visited the holy cities of Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia. As I passed through immigration at the Mumbai airport wearing an abaya for the first time in my life, I was conscious of the gaze of people around me. Over the last two years, right-wing Hindu fundamentalists had made hijab-wearing women their targets as part of the dehumanization of the 200 million Muslims in India.
A friend in Germany with whom I had shared my apprehensions about this trip advised me to leave my concerns about my country behind. Look for faith and resilience, she advised. Put your anger aside. I would try.

Pilgrims on Mount Arafat. (Rana Ayyub/The Washington Post) 


On arrival in Jeddah, I am met by a driver who takes me to my hotel in Mecca, a two-hour trip. Then, around midnight, I meet the person who has been assigned by the travel agency to help me with the religious rituals. A Pakistani national, Asif has roots in Rajasthan, a state in northern India. He asks me to see him as a brother from across the border.
He introduces me to a young man, Hamza, from his village in Pakistan who is studying to be a Muslim religious scholar. "Inshallah, he will explain everything and walk with you through the rituals."
The men escort me through the glitzy King Abdul Aziz Road, past the massive clock tower and the shopping malls on the way to the holy mosque. Though it is almost 1 a.m., there is barely any space to walk. Pilgrims are everywhere and we are all headed to the same place.
I ask Asif whether he has seen pro-Palestinian protests at one of the largest gatherings of Muslims from around the world. He stops, looks around and then turns to me, saying: "Sister, I know you are a journalist but I would request to not probe around here." Then he laughs and says, "And you must know, Saudi is not the place for protests."
As I enter the open area around the Kaaba -- considered the home of God, built by Abraham and his son Ishmael -- Hamza asks me to lower my gaze and look up only when the building is in full view. The Kaaba is a black cuboid stone structure covered with a black cloth called the Qiswa with Islamic verses written in gold thread. He asks me to chant an Islamic verse until I set foot inside. I keep my footwear in my bag and walk barefoot, rubbing shoulders with thousands of pilgrims reciting "labbaik allahumma labbaik" (here I am, Allah). And then there it is, the image I had grown up seeing in picture frames in the house, in spiritual videos, the wallpaper of my mom's phone.
Some cry at the first glimpse, others fall onto mats to offer their prayers, and many start recording on their smartphones, calling their family members to share a glimpse of the most important journey of their life. I stand there for a minute, just absorbing the sight, feeling the goosebumps on my skin. After saying the salat (the ritual prayer performed five times daily in Islam), I begin the Umrah ritual, making seven circles around the Kaaba. For each round, Hamza has me repeat the Islamic verse he is chanting and explains its meaning to me in Urdu.

The author after completing her first Umrah. (Courtesy of Rana Ayyub/The Washington Post) 


Next, I make my way to the Qiswa. People fall over each other to touch the piece of cloth that covers one of the most divine sites in Islam. As I finally reach it, I impulsively kiss the Qiswa. "Do not," reprimands Hamza. "It is improper for women to do it."
A middle-aged man standing nearby stares at Hamza and scolds him: "And what part of Islam or the Quran says this ? Do not invent rules!" He looks at me and tells me in Urdu that I should do what I feel. I am validated.
After the man walks away, the minor tension is deflected and Hamza directs me to the tankers dispensing zamzam, the miraculous holy water. It is believed that Abraham -- referred to as the friend of Allah and the father figure for all Muslims -- left his wife Hagar and infant Ishmael in the custody of Allah in the scorching desert of Mecca. When Hagar ran between the hills of Safa and Marwa, desperate for water, it is believed that the angel Gabriel (Jibreel in Arabic) struck the ground, which led to the birth of the spring that still feeds a well in Mecca. Each pilgrim is allowed to carry a prepacked one-gallon bottle of zamzam water home to share with friends and relatives.
Next, pilgrims walk where Hagar walked, between the hills. There, I see a man with a massive dragon tattoo on his shoulder that stares through the white ahram he is wrapped in. Another man with tattoos and face piercing walks past me chanting "labbaik allahumma labbaik." I look around for probing, judgmental eyes at these breaches of protocol, but instead find pilgrims immersed in their rhythmic chanting, reading from the compact books of prayers.
My bare feet begin to give up. I wade through the crowd and find myself a corner. A couple in their mid-30s also takes refuge there. They offer ajwa dates to me and my young teacher. "Take either one, three or five," they instruct us.
Hamza tells me it was a tradition of the prophet Muhammad to eat dates in odd numbers. I smile and ask the couple about their native land. The woman says "China."
This piques my interest, and we speak about their pilgrimage. I bring up the persecution of Uyghur Muslims, curious whether they are allowed to perform their religious duties in China. The wife is about to say something when she pauses suddenly. The husband looks around, carefully observing the people around him. "Your first time?" he asks. Yes, I respond. He smile and asks me about my own experience, completely ignoring my question. They then return to their prayers.
The religious persecution of Muslims in China is well known. An NPR report last year documented the surveillance of the Muslims in China who try to travel to Mecca. Could my questions have landed the couple in trouble?
On our way out, men and women approach us with haircut offers -- "five riyals only," or about $1.35. To complete Umrah, men need to shave their heads and women need to chop an inch off their hair. Back at my hotel, I look into the mirror, wind a strand of my hair around my finger and chop off an inch. My Umrah is complete.

The ceiling of one of the sections of the Masjid Nabawi. (Rana Ayyub/The Washington Post) 


I stay in Mecca four more days. In between the five daily prayers, women shop for gold, memorabilia, prayer beads and dates to take home as gifts. At the massive buffet breakfast in my hotel, Rashid, one of the servers, makes sure to bring a cheese omelet with Indian chai to my table. On the first day, he asks whether I would be joined by family, then makes sure I am looked after. I am usually the only person sitting alone in the restaurant. "You are probably the only person across Mecca and Medina to be traveling alone, without family or friends. Mashallah," he observes, meaning "Allah has willed it."
Rashid says he is a Rohingya whose family members are still at a relief camp in Cox's Bazar in Bangladesh. He asks whether I have friends who can donate to help his community. He gives me the details of the relief camp where I can locate his family. He works double shifts and asks everyone he befriends at the restaurant to send zakat (charity given during Ramadan) to his family. "We have been left alone by the world," Rashid says.
It strikes me that, here on Umrah, I am surrounded by persecuted Muslims.
The plight of the Rohingyas in particular resonates with me because these refugees from Myanmar have been used as a trope for dehumanization of Muslims in my country. India this month began implementing the controversial Citizenship Amendment Act, which promises citizenship to persecuted minorities in neighboring countries -- but not Muslims.
As the call to prayer from the holy mosque is relayed across the city through loudspeakers, the lobby of my hotel converts into a makeshift prayer space. Men and women rush to find a place. I find myself next to an Algerian woman, Mehra, who is dressed in a fine silk abaya. We speak about our Umrah, and she asks me about my work. "Journalist? You write news?"
She is curious whether I am in Saudi Arabia to prepare a report; I tell her it is a personal journey of faith. She asks whether I report on Gaza. I tell her that most international journalists are not allowed into the territory. "The Ummah (Muslim world) is to be blamed, all of us are to be blamed," she says, looking around. "You see these people, good people offering salat, but no one wants to talk for other people. We Muslims are scared of tyrants, we are not scared of Allah." She tells me a fellow Algerian was arrested in Saudi Arabia for waving the Palestinian flag. "These are Muslims? No. These are evil people," she says.
I search the internet to check what she told me. An Algerian man was indeed detained in November for waving a Palestinian flag in Mecca. The story also mentions that the head of religious affairs at the Grand Mosque advised pilgrims against making any comments regarding Gaza during the prayers.
As I ponder this news, I pack for my trip to Medina, where Muhammad relocated in the year 622 after being driven out of Mecca. The prophet was exiled from his own land, persecuted by his own people, for preaching God's word. He and his followers were besieged, mocked and scorned. Medina became his refuge. I wonder whether persecuted minorities from across the world, the Muslims who feel alienated in their lands, identify with the pain of exile endured by the prophet.
By the time I reach Medina, it is time for Friday prayers and almost every spot that provides shade has been taken. I find myself sitting in the scorching sun with my black leather bag, the shimmery green Quran passed on to me by my grandmother, and prayer beads. Two young Nigerian women are seated right behind me. Amira Ibrahim works in the arts and culture department of the Nigerian government and is also the chief operating officer of a prominent design studio in Abuja, Nigeria's capital. She is traveling with her sister Ayesha, and the two have arrived from Egypt. "We almost thought this would not happen, that this would be jinxed, because we always wanted to but it never worked out. And here we are," says Amira. She says that, at the holy sites here in Saudi Arabia, she feels less judged for her color. "Here, I feel included, like no one cares who you are, you are just a seeker like everyone else." We discuss the women of Islam, a subject she knows much better than I.

The author with the Nigerian sisters she met in Medina. (Rana Ayyub/The Washington Post) 


Like me, she is traveling without a male companion, which until a few years ago was forbidden. Like me, she had been apprehensive about how a modern woman would be perceived in Mecca and Medina. She said she found acceptance, no questions asked, a sense of community, love and warmth from strangers.
Right outside the gates of the Masjid Munawara, a group of Pakistani men are eating at a curry takeout joint. They discuss former Pakistani prime minister Imran Khan -- who they believe is doing the work of God and, hence, has been jailed by the corrupt elites. Abdul Bhai, a trader from Islamabad, tells me that it is probably one of the worst times to be a Muslim. "Look at what is happening in Pakistan, India, Palestine, Syria, and we are all leaderless ruled by these powerful Arabs who lick the feet of the Americans."
"Did you see the construction all around?" he asks me. "Every part of history of Islam is being destroyed, the house of the prophet, his wife, his confidants -- and for what? Swanky high-rises. If this was not the land of the holy mosques, I would never set foot in this country."
Abdul is referring to the demolition of Islamic heritage sites over the past two decades, including the house of the wife of the prophet. Almost every corner in the cradle city of Islam is under construction. Cranes block the view of the mosque.
Another man asks the group to pray for Palestine -- one of the rare times I have heard anyone mention the war in Gaza. Two young college students from Bradford, a hub of Indians and Pakistanis in Britain, who have been listening to the conversation, chime in: "We need our own Malcom X to fill this void, or else we are doomed."
Inside the courtyard of the mosque, a woman from Sudan sits on a chair in a golden abaya. A bunch of women from Pakistan take selfies with her. The Pakistani women speak Punjabi and Urdu; the woman from Sudan replies in broken English. I ask her whether she understands what they are saying. "They are my sisters," she replies. The implication: It doesn't matter.
The Muslim world is hardly a homogeneous group. The Shiites and Sunnis, two of the biggest sects in Islam, have seen bloody conflicts between one another. Yet all come to Mecca.
I think back to the people I have met from all corners of the world: the ones afraid to speak their truths, the persecuted, the outspoken ones calling for change. We came from different countries with different political and ideological baggage. The unifier was the faith we practiced, Islam, followed by 1.8 billion people. That faith is being vilified, its followers often caricatured as savages, radicals and polygamists, its women needing to be rescued by Western saviors.
During my Umrah, from the man who defended my right to kiss the Qiswa to the British woman who sent pain relievers and a hot pad to my room when I was ill, I felt included and respected. I felt I was part of a family that had traveled from the world over to come together to assert their faith at one of its most trying times. I felt I belonged.
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How bad can Judge Aileen Cannon get? I answered your questions.
Submit your questions for Jennifer Rubin's live chat and Mailbag newsletter
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-03-27
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Submit your question below by Monday, March 18, to be included in the newsletter, and sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. Read the transcript below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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        D.C. police arrest woman in 1990 cold-case killing of her boyfriend
        Keith L. Alexander

        Norman Lawrence Rich was fatally shot in his Northeast home on March 28, 1990. This week, police arrested Sheila Diane Brown, Rich's girlfriend at the time.

      

      
        Maryland could get federal relief funds for Key Bridge in a matter of days
        Jacob Bogage, Danny Nguyen

        Maryland will have federal money in a matter of days to pay for the Key Bridge recovery and rebuilding mission, but longer-term funding could take months to arrive.

      

      
        Live updates: Baltimore bridge cleanup launched as victim recovery stalls
        Andrew Jeong, Leo Sands

        Recovery efforts were called off for the night because of conditions around the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which was hit by a ship in Baltimore.

      

      
        Cherry blossoms have bloomed longer than usual and aren't done yet
        Kevin Ambrose

        Cool weather has prolonged the bloom, which has already lasted 11 days and could persist into an unheard of third straight weekend.

      

      
        One dead, four injured in fire in Northwest D.C. apartment
        Omari Daniels, Olivia Diaz

        Several people were taken to the hospital after a fire Thursday morning at Claridge Towers, a 10-story apartment building in Northwest Washington.

      

      
        Off-duty D.C. police lieutenant fatally shoots man in Maryland
        Salvador Rizzo

        An off-duty D.C. police officer fatally shot Ian Tilton, 28, after Tilton lunged at another officer with a knife, authorities said.

      

      
        The men who fell from that bridge are the people who build our nation
        Petula Dvorak

        The immigrant workers who fell from the Key Bridge are the people who build our nation. You can't pray for them and also be against their dream to come to America.

      

      
        Who are the people presumed dead in the Baltimore bridge collapse?
        Jasmine Hilton, Teo Armus, Tim Craig, Emily Davies

        The victims are six construction workers who were on the Key Bridge when it collapsed; it's unclear whether others were killed.

      

      
        Remains of two people recovered as details emerge about Baltimore bridge collapse
        Katie Mettler, Kelsey Ables, Ellen Francis, Washington Post staff, Anumita Kaur, Praveena Somasundaram, Erin Cox

        After the Francis Scott Key Bridge's collapse, authorities now aim to recover remains of missing people presumed dead. NTSB investigators boarded the ship overnight.

      

      
        Updated D.C.-area forecast: Cloudy today but sun returns Friday
        David Streit

        Another round of showers is a good bet on Saturday afternoon.

      

      
        Grant will add rain gardens, trees to reduce erosion in Arlington stream
        Nicole Asbury

        Arlington County was awarded about $280,000 in grant funding for efforts to reduce erosion at Grandma's Creek, a stream in the Barcroft neighborhood.

      

      
        Advocates worry about day-care worker fund as D.C. budget tensions loom
        Lauren Lumpkin

        Some D.C. parents and child-care advocates worry a fund that pays stipends to teachers, caregivers and other adults who work with babies and toddlers may face cuts.

      

      
        What we know about Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse
        Adela Suliman, Martin Weil, Justin Wm. Moyer, Rebecca Tan, Frances Vinall, Kelsey Ables

        The bodies of two victims have been recovered from the waters of the Patapsco River. The bridge collapsed after being hit by a cargo ship.

      

      
        Help The Post report on how the Baltimore bridge collapse is impacting regional businesses
        Washington Post staff

        The Washington Post wants to talk with regional business owners about the impact of the Baltimore bridge collapse. Share your story with us through this form.

      

      
        Baltimore bridge collapse recovery team finds victims' likely vehicles
        Erin Cox, Justin Jouvenal, Danny Nguyen, Peter Hermann, Jasmine Hilton

        Two Baltimore bridge collapse victims recovered, officials said Wednesday. Other vehicles were found below water but are probably encased in bridge remnants.

      

      
        Bridge collapse brings stark reminder of immigrant workers' vulnerabilities
        Scott Dance, Maria Luisa Paul

        The six workers who are presumed dead from the Baltimore bridge collapse are all native to Latin America.

      

      
        Six presumed dead in bridge collapse were immigrants, soccer fans, family men
        Teo Armus, Emily Davies, Jasmine Hilton

        Maynor Suazo Sandoval, from Honduras, was about to turn 39. Miguel Luna, from El Salvador, was a father of three.

      

      
        Rebuilding Baltimore's Key Bridge will likely take years, experts say
        Tom Jackman, Emily Davies, Lori Aratani

        The original construction took five years and cost $316 million in today's dollars.

      

      
        Two women shot at Fairfax County day-care center, police say
        Olivia Diaz

        A man involved in a dispute with his wife, who works at the center, fired three rounds through the closed front door. None of the 70 children inside were injured.

      

      
        D.C. woman charged with murder while presumed victim remains missing
        Keith L. Alexander

        Lashawn Washington, charged in an indictment with killing Chyna Crawford, pleaded not guilty and was ordered detained; Crawford disappeared in October.

      

      
        PM Update: Showers redevelop tonight, with raindrops lingering Thursday
        Ian Livingston

        We're in a bit of a lull much of the evening. Patchy fog may also form overnight.

      

      
        Caps, Wizards will stay in D.C. under deal announced by Bowser, Leonsis
        Jonathan O'Connell, Teo Armus, Gregory S. Schneider, Michael Brice-Saddler, Meagan Flynn

        Under the terms of the deal, D.C. will spend $515 million over three years to help Leonsis modernize the arena and he will sign a new lease keeping the teams in D.C. for 25 more years.

      

      
        Six people presumed dead after Baltimore Key Bridge collapses, Coast Guard says
        Martin Weil, Andrew Jeong, Ellen Francis, Peter Hermann, Katie Mettler, Justin Wm. Moyer, Anumita Kaur, Praveena Somasundaram

        The Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore collapsed after being hit by a freighter. Emergency rescuers removed two people from the water and are looking for others.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C. police arrest woman in 1990 cold-case killing of her boyfriend
Norman Lawrence Rich was fatally shot in his Northeast home on March 28, 1990. This week, police arrested Sheila Diane Brown, Rich's girlfriend at the time. 
By Keith L. Alexander | 2024-03-28

Norman L. Rich was slain March 28, 1990 in Washington. His sister Sekeithia Tyler investigated his death and police made an arrest in the case this week. (Family photo)


Early on the afternoon of March 28, 1990, Sheila Brown told police, two men knocked on her door in Northeast Washington, looking for her boyfriend, Norman L. Rich. At the time, Brown said, she was on her way out to shop for groceries and run other errands.
When she returned home that day, Brown told police, she found Rich, 34, dead inside their bedroom, shot multiple times.
This week, 34 years after the killing, Brown, now 66 and a resident of Annapolis, was charged with second-degree murder in Rich's slaying. She pleaded not guilty Thursday in D.C. Superior Court. Judge Robert Okun, citing Brown's "minimal" criminal history, released her from custody, allowing her to return home to await further proceedings in the case.
Her next hearing is scheduled for June 28. Meanwhile, she was ordered to stay in touch regularly by phone with the court's pretrial services office, which monitors released defendants.
D.C. police announced the arrest at a news conference Thursday but provided few details about the investigation. Inspector Kevin Kentish of the homicide division attributed the arrest to advances in DNA technology and to the fresh perspective that a new generation of detectives brought to the case. Kentish said investigators had interviewed Brown "multiple" times over the years.
For more than three decades, Rich's sister Sekeithia Tyler, a paralegal who works with lawyers in domestic violence cases, urged D.C. homicide detectives to continue working on the unsolved killing of her brother, who went by the nickname "Semo."
And she worked on the case herself.
Tyler said she interviewed people in her brother's neighborhood for years and gave investigators the names and responses of each person she spoke with. Tyler said the people she interviewed all told her the same thing: "Semo's old lady did it."

Norman L. Rich's sister Sekeithia Tyler prodded detectives over the decades to continue investigating her brother's killing. (Family photo)


"I prayed to God to keep her alive," Tyler said in an interview this week, referring to Brown. "If she died, we wouldn't have known the answers to the questions."
Rich and Brown were parents of three children, all under age 12 when Rich was killed. They are now adults with children of their own, Tyler said. She said she feared the case would never be solved, especially after previous homicide detectives retired without making an arrest.
"We went through six lead detectives on this case," Tyler said. "Each time there were new detectives, I would be told that they couldn't find this document or they couldn't find that document. But I kept copies of everything, and I gave them everything they needed."
Tyler said she kept pressing detectives for updates on her brother's case, fulfilling a promise she had made to her mother, who died a year after her brother.
"She told me to stay on this, that whatever happened to her, I was to stay on this," Tyler said. "I wasn't going anywhere. ... I was determined to be a thorn in their side until an arrest was made."
She praised the most recent detectives on the case, Michael Fulton and Gus Giannakoulias, who made the arrest this week.
"He refused to give up," Tyler said of Fulton.
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Maryland could get federal relief funds for Key Bridge in a matter of days
Maryland will have federal money in a matter of days to pay for the Key Bridge recovery and rebuilding mission, but longer-term funding could take months to arrive.
By Jacob Bogage, Danny Nguyen | 2024-03-28

Authorities are turning their focus to salvage operations to remove wreckage from the Patapsco River after the massive container ship Dali caused Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge to collapse. (Jonathan Newton/for The Washington Post)


Maryland will have access to federal money in a matter of days to pay for the start of the Francis Scott Key Bridge recovery and rebuilding mission, but longer-term funding from Congress could take months to arrive, Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.) told The Washington Post on Thursday.
Maryland transportation officials asked for federal emergency relief funds Wednesday, and Gov. Wes Moore (D) had earlier declared a state of emergency, making Maryland eligible for quick access to hundreds of millions of dollars in aid. On Thursday, the state requested an initial payment of $60 million for early recovery and cleanup.
Federal agencies, including the Army Corps of Engineers, will assume the full cost of clearing shipping lanes in the Patapsco River to reopen the vital Port of Baltimore, Van Hollen said.
"That's obviously a very, very big commitment, and they will cover all of those costs," Van Hollen said.
But Maryland taxpayers could be left to foot some of the costs, based on the structure of the U.S. Department of Transportation's emergency relief fund. Maryland's congressional delegation is planning to introduce legislation for more federal dollars to cover any gap, but it would have to pass both chambers of Congress. It's not year clear how much the total cost might be, or how much the relief fund might leave for the state to pay.
President Biden said earlier in the week that federal government should pay for the full amount to restore the waterway and erect a new bridge.
"When it comes to using those funds for the design and ultimately the construction of new bridge, there's a cost share where the federal government picks up the lion's share of the costs, but not all of it," Van Hollen said. "And that's where Senator [Ben] Cardin and I plan to introduce legislation to ensure that the federal government is able to pick up the full costs going forward."
Cardin (D) told The Post he'd received messages of support from Republican colleagues in Congress, which made him hopeful that legislation to support Baltimore would not face political roadblocks.
"We expect that Congress will come to our help," he said. "When you have a catastrophic event affecting infrastructure of this type, the federal government needs to be there, has been there in the past, and we expect it will be there for Baltimore for the replacement bridge."
Money from the federal Transportation Department's emergency relief fund will cover Maryland's costs to divert traffic away from the collapsed portion of I-695, the major thruway that used the Key Bridge, and for the design and rebuild of a new structure, Van Hollen said.
Under the relief program, the federal government pays for 90 percent of repairs, while the state is responsible for the remaining 10 percent. But federal agencies will reimburse 100 percent of repair work conducted in the first 270 days after a disaster to restore essential travel ways, minimize damage or protect remaining facilities.
Such a large outlay for the bridge crisis may hurt the long-term viability of the emergency relief fund, Van Hollen added. Biden's 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act provided $100 million a year to the program.
"The emergency relief fund will need to be plussed up, not just for this Baltimore bridge replacement, but for other projects that it supports," Van Hollen said. "That will be something that we will be working closely with the White House to accomplish."
Policymakers have already begun discussing raising the height of a new bridge, he said, and incorporating new technology to make the structure safer. The 47-year-old Key Bridge was constructed without any "redundancy" that would keep it from toppling if a major support was struck, National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy said.
Van Hollen said he has communicated with Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.), whose Environment and Public Works Committee has jurisdiction over federal highways, and congressional appropriators about a funding bill. He and Cardin have sought a call with House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.), but have not yet spoken, Van Hollen said.
Congressional spending for Maryland, though, could take months to pass, even if things flow smoothly on Capitol Hill.
Lawmakers will need a request from the Biden administration and Maryland officials with a firm dollar figure to begin crafting an emergency spending, or appropriations, package. Congress just passed full-year funding for the federal government before the bridge disaster, so new money would need a separate spending bill.
It's not yet clear how long federal and state officials will need to draw up plans for a new bridge. And lawmakers are in the midst of a two-week recess in the home districts, set to return to Washington to take up other pressing spending priorities -- including U.S. support for Ukraine and Israel -- the second week of April.
A Maryland aid bill could get a boost due to changes on the House's powerful Appropriations Committee. Rep. Tom Cole (R-Okla.), head of the panel's Transportation subcommittee, is the front-runner to take over as the full committee's chair. Cole is well-liked among Democrats for his bipartisan streak and institutional knowledge.
Maryland also has robust representation on the panel; half of the state's House delegation sits on the committee.
Rep. Andy Harris (R) chairs another subcommittee, and Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D) is one of the longest-serving members on the panel, commanding significant influence on federal spending. Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger (D), whose district surrounds the city of Baltimore, and Rep. David Trone (D), whose district covers Western Maryland and reaches Baltimore's outermost suburbs, also sit on the Appropriations Committee.
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Live updates: Baltimore bridge cleanup launched as victim recovery stalls
Recovery efforts were called off for the night because of conditions around the wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which was hit by a ship in Baltimore.
By Andrew Jeong, Leo Sands, Justin Wm. Moyer, Toluse Olorunnipa, Justin Jouvenal, Jonathan Newton, Jacob Bogage, Sarah Cahlan, Jasmine Hilton, Erin Cox, Marisa Iati, Patrick Svitek, Scott Dance, Michael Laris, Naomi Schanen, Joshua Carroll, Hadley Green, Maria Luisa Paul, Washington Post staff, Joel Achenbach, HyoJung Kim, Adam Taylor, Teo Armus, Emily Davies, Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-03-28
Authorities are turning their focus to "salvage" operations to remove wreckage from the Patapsco River after a massive container ship caused Baltimore's Key Bridge to collapse. "We have exhausted all search efforts in the areas around this wreckage," said Col. Roland L. Butler Jr., superintendent of the Maryland State Police. Two bodies were recovered Wednesday; four more missing people are presumed dead. Coast Guard Rear Adm. Shannon Gilreath said reopening the waterway into Baltimore's port is the "number one priority."
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Cherry blossoms have bloomed longer than usual and aren't done yet
Cool weather has prolonged the bloom, which has already lasted 11 days and could persist into an unheard of third straight weekend.
By Kevin Ambrose | 2024-03-28

Ten days after peak bloom was announced March 17, the cherry blossoms at the Tidal Basin were still looking great Wednesday afternoon. (Kevin Ambrose) 


Washington's famed cherry blossoms reached peak bloom at near record speed 11 days ago and have lingered nearly as long as they ever have. A seesaw weather pattern -- which switched from abnormally warm to rather chilly -- has been the driver of this fast-developing but enduring bloom.
The warm weather in the first half of March -- with temperatures more than 9 degrees above normal -- fueled the buds' rapid development. That was before a sudden switch to cool weather preserved the blossoms -- much like putting them in a refrigerator.
While the blossoms are starting to fade, at least some should still be blooming into Sunday and reaching a third straight weekend, which is practically unheard of.
The National Park Service does not keep records of bloom lengths at the Tidal Basin, but Matthew Morrison, an arborist for the Park Service, said this year's bloom is about as long-lasting as it gets.
Cherry blossoms have the potential to last two weeks but are at the mercy of the weather. Hot weather, freezing temperatures, strong winds and heavy rain make the flower petals fall off faster and shorten the bloom period.
But since the Park Service announced peak bloom March 17, the second-earliest date on record, temperatures have been slightly cooler than normal, prolonging the bloom. High temperatures have mostly hovered in the 50s, while nighttime lows have mainly settled in the 30s -- cool enough to preserve the blossoms but not cold enough to damage them. And while there have been bouts of wind and rain, they have been mild enough for the blossoms to withstand.
The forecast through the weekend calls for continued chilly weather, good news for the remaining blossoms.
D.C.-based photographer David Coleman has photographed the blossoms for the past 14 years and has recorded the bloom cycles on his website. He said the 2013 and 2014 blooms were particularly short, lasting only about five days. Both were late blooms, April 9 and 10, respectively. Late blooms are more susceptible to warm weather, which shortens the bloom period.
But during the 2019 bloom, he said, cool weather kept the blossom show running over two consecutive weekends. That bloom lasted about 10 days, from April 1 to 10. Coleman added that early blooms in 2022 and 2023 were also long-lasting.

The Tidal Basin on Wednesday. (Kevin Ambrose) 



The Tidal Basin on Wednesday. (Kevin Ambrose) 


While this year's blossoms are still hanging on, their days are numbered.
The Park Service said green leaves are starting to emerge on the cherry trees, a sign the bloom period will soon end.
"The cherry blossoms are slowly fading," the Park Service wrote on X on Tuesday. "Walking the paths under a gently rain of petals, you can notice bare patches in the canopy. Once bright white clouds of blossoms are giving way to green leaves sprouting towards the sky. The stages of spring continue."
When inspecting the blossoms Wednesday, Coleman said they're "starting to look a bit tired."

A cherry tree still had buds ready to bloom at the Tidal Basin on Wednesday. (Kevin Ambrose) 


I've photographed cherry blossoms at the Tidal Basin since 2004 and have noticed that the bloom periods can vary greatly depending on the weather. For example, on April 3, 2006, warm weather and a severe thunderstorm with strong winds blasted the blossoms from the trees. That was a dramatic end to the panorama.

A severe thunderstorm on April 3, 2006, shortened the bloom period by blowing many of the blossoms off the trees.  (Kevin Ambrose) 


On rare occasions, a hard freeze can curtail the bloom. From March 14 to 16 in 2017, freezing temperatures killed about 50 percent of the blossoms. I've seen that happen only once in my two decades of photographing them.

A hard freeze in mid-March 2017 killed half of the cherry blossoms before peak bloom was reached. (Kevin Ambrose) 


This year's blossoms may have only a few days left, so it's still worth paying a visit to the Tidal Basin if you haven't already. After all, this will be your last chance to see the beloved cherry tree nicknamed "Stumpy" before it is cut down.

Stumpy the cherry tree still blooms strong after 10 days on Wednesday. (Kevin Ambrose) 


Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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One dead, four injured in fire in Northwest D.C. apartment 
Several people were taken to the hospital after a fire Thursday morning at Claridge Towers, a 10-story apartment building in Northwest Washington.
By Omari Daniels, Olivia Diaz | 2024-03-28

Fire and emergency services respond to a fire in a 10-story apartment building on Thursday. (Omari Daniels/The Washington Post)


One person was killed and four others, including a firefighter, were taken to a hospital on Thursday after a fire erupted on the eighth floor of a downtown D.C. apartment building that houses mostly senior citizens, authorities said.
Firefighters were dispatched at 8:35 a.m. to Claridge Towers at 1222 M St. NW, according to D.C. Fire officials. Assistant Fire Chief Andre Edwards said a resident whose body was found on the floor of the burning unit on the eighth floor had died of injuries suffered in the fire. Officials did not identify the victim. The cause of the blaze is under investigation.
Edwards said the firefighter was at the hospital and "doing fine." He did not say how long the firefighter had been with the department.
Edwards said there were about 233 occupied units in the 10-story building. The apartment building was also a community dining site, said an official with the D.C. Department of Aging and Community Living. The DACL official said that residents displaced by the fire would receive temporary housing, but officials did not say how many people would have to leave their homes.
Firefighters evacuated the building's top three floors, including the level where the fire occurred, Edwards said. Officials said they were working to help evacuated residents get in touch with their families, saying some people left their cellphones behind when they left their units.
About 10 to 15 residents stood outside the apartment building around 9:30 a.m. waiting to be let back in. Futsum Teferi, who lives on the fifth floor, said he was watching television at 8:30 a.m. when he heard the fire alarm.
"I smelled the smoke and looked out the window and saw everyone evacuating," Teferi, 65, said. He said he has lived in the building since 2021 and that the alarms have been an occasional problem and will often go off momentarily before stopping.
Another resident, Carmen Brunson, said she heard the alarm after 8 a.m. and looked out her third-floor apartment to see residents evacuating. Brunson, who said she has lived in the apartment for over 15 years, said she immediately got dressed and left just as management was knocking on the doors of other residents.
"I was definitely nervous," Brunson, 56, said. "I left the apartment and just saw a lot of smoke."
Brunson said she grew increasingly frustrated with officials telling residents to move further down M Street away from the building and said she hopes that she and others will be able to reenter soon.
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Off-duty D.C. police lieutenant fatally shoots man in Maryland
An off-duty D.C. police officer fatally shot Ian Tilton, 28, after Tilton lunged at another officer with a knife, authorities said.
By Salvador Rizzo | 2024-03-28

(iStock) 


An off-duty D.C. police lieutenant fatally shot a 28-year-old man who lunged at another officer with a knife Wednesday along a roadway near a police station in Prince George's County, Maryland State Police said.
Authorities said they think the man who was shot, Ian Tilton, 28, of Annapolis, had left the scene of a car crash about an hour before the fatal gunfire, which occurred near the Prince George's police station in Upper Marlboro. The off-duty officer who shot Tilton was identified as D.C. police Lt. Daren Jones.
Jones was off duty in his marked patrol car shortly before 6 p.m. when he saw Tilton walking in the roadway, authorities said. They said a Prince George's officer arrived after Jones called for backup.
"Tilton then produced a knife and lunged at the Prince George's County Police officer," Maryland State Police said in a statement. "The Prince George's County Police officer then attempted to deploy his stun gun, which was ineffective, at which point, Jones then fired his agency-issued firearm and struck the suspect."
According to Maryland State Police, which is investigating the shooting, Tilton was believed to have been involved in a two-vehicle crash near Route 301 and Village Drive, which is about three miles from the scene of the shooting. One of the drivers left the crash site on foot, authorities said.
"Investigators believe that Tilton may have been the driver who fled the scene from the prior crash," Maryland State Police said.
A D.C. police spokesman said Jones had been placed on administrative leave pending an investigation.
"The Maryland State Police is handling the criminal investigation into the incident," D.C. police spokesman Tom Lynch said in a statement. "At the conclusion of the criminal investigation, [D.C. police] will conduct an administrative investigation into the incident."
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The men who fell from that bridge are the people who build our nation
The immigrant workers who fell from the Key Bridge are the people who build our nation. You can't pray for them and also be against their dream to come to America.
By Petula Dvorak | 2024-03-28

Ship personnel aboard the cargo ship Dali, entangled in debris after crashing into the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Does America need a more searing visual image than eight men working for their piece of the America dream -- filling potholes on a terrifying bridge in 1 a.m. darkness -- to understand that our nation was built by immigrants, runs on immigrant labor and needs immigrants?
Six of those men, migrants from Mexico and Central America, pierced our consciousness this week because they plunged to their deaths in the Patapsco River when a Singapore-flagged cargo ship razed Baltimore's mighty Francis Scott Key Bridge.
Social media was a lovefest of thoughts and prayers for those men.
"Pray for the souls of those construction workers!"
"Please pray for the missing construction workers and their families."
"These people are heroes."

A song is performed during a Catholic Mass at the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen in Baltimore for those impacted by the collapse of the Key Bridge. (Andre Chung for The Washington Post)


But when it comes to the reality of who these workers were, how they got here and why they came, more than a quarter of us lose our minds -- and our hearts.
A disconcerting 61 percent of Americans see illegal immigration as a "very serious" problem, according a poll by Monmouth University last month. More than half of the poll's respondents said they support building a border wall.
Must be an election year.
The fact is, the kind of men who were on that bridge are doing this every day across the nation -- the work that needs to be done. Dangerous work.
While foreign-born "Hispanic or Latino" immigrants made up 8.2 percent of the workforce in 2021, they accounted for 14 percent of work-related deaths that year, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
"Fatal injuries to this group were more prevalent in the field of construction, with falls, slips and trips being the most frequent event leading to death," according to a report by the agency.
Our culture honors -- with big gestures -- the dangers that law enforcement officers face in the line of duty every day. But their work is the 22nd most dangerous profession in America, according to a different analysis by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Policing is far behind the occupations of landscaping, roofing, farming, garbage collecting, constructing, and maintaining the nation's highways -- all jobs widely filled by immigrants.

Construction workers in Cherry Hill, N.J., with the Philadelphia skyline in the distance. (Michelle Gustafson for The Washington Post )


This has largely been the story of America. While our nation's immigrants are senators, doctors, lawyers and professors, many more start their American lives in jobs that literally build the nation. From the Transcontinental Railroad to the New York skyline and the Golden Gate Bridge, a world of immigrants arrived and built upon the forced labor of the enslaved.
"If we ever closed the door to new Americans, our leadership in the world would soon be lost," President Ronald Reagan said in a 1989 speech.
And yet, we did close those doors many times, then cringed at what we saw in the rearview mirror:
The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 (restricting Chinese immigrants). California's Alien Land Laws of 1913 (targeting Japanese immigrants). The Barred Zone Act of 1917 (barring all migrants from a zone stretching from the Middle East to Southeast Asia and including a literacy test designed to foil immigrants from Europe). The Undesirable Aliens Act of 1929 (targeting Mexican migrants). The Tydings-McDuffie Act of 1934 (this one's for Filipino immigrants.)
I can keep going.
But each time, the restrictions -- born of fearmongering and jingoistic propaganda -- eventually fell. And not always because we reset our moral compass to the noble principles of Emma Lazarus on the Statue of Liberty or speeches by Reagan, but because America needs immigrants.
It's what makes the most recent surge of anti-immigration sentiment so face-palming.
We are in the middle of a stunning worker shortage.
Gasped at your grocery bill?
Surprised by the reduced hours at your local businesses?
Having a hard time finding a health-care provider?
"We hear every day from our member companies -- of every size and industry, across nearly every state -- that they're facing unprecedented challenges trying to find enough workers to fill open jobs," according to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
The pandemic and boomer retirement has something to do with this, but the most glaring factor is a decline in migration that's lasted nearly a decade, the chamber folks said.
We simply haven't had enough people like Maynor Yassir Suazo Sandoval, 38, one of the bridge workers presumed dead.
He was the youngest of eight kids born in the mountains of Honduras before coming to Maryland to work in the construction business 18 years ago.

Maynor Yassir Suazo Sandoval, a worker presumed dead after the collapse of the Key Bridge, with his daughter, Alexa. Suazo, a native of Honduras, came to the United States nearly two decades ago. (Family photo)


He married and had kids, loved soccer and called his family in Honduras for every event, his network back in Honduras told The Washington Post.
He eventually built his own package delivery company, adding to the $19.5 billion in taxes that immigrants in the Washington region contributed to the economy. When his business faltered during the pandemic, he went back into construction, and onto that bridge.
"He always told us that you had to triple your effort to get ahead," his brother said. "He said it didn't matter what time or where the job was, you had to be where the work was."
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Who are the people presumed dead in the Baltimore bridge collapse?
The victims are six construction workers who were on the Key Bridge when it collapsed; it's unclear whether others were killed.
By Jasmine Hilton, Teo Armus, Tim Craig, Emily Davies | 2024-03-28

The Key Bridge was hit by a ship and collapsed Tuesday. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post)


The six construction workers who were on the Key Bridge in Baltimore when it collapsed are presumed dead, authorities said Tuesday evening, ending a day-long rescue mission in cold and murky waters.
The six victims, all employees of Brawner Builders, a general contractor, were repairing masonry and potholes on the bridge when a 985-foot freighter lost power and crashed into the structure, which rose 185 feet above the Patapsco River at its peak height. Among those presumed deceased are Miguel Luna, who had worked for the construction company for about 15 years, and Maynor Suazo Sandoval, from Honduras, who was about to turn 39, their families said.
Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, 35, from Mexico, and Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, 26, from Guatemala, also died in the collapse, authorities said. Divers on Wednesday found their bodies inside a red pickup truck under 25 feet of water.
Gustavo Torres, the executive director of the Latino and immigrant organization Casa, said Luna was a father of three from El Salvador and "a longtime member of our Casa family, adding an even deeper layer of sorrow to this already grievous situation." Suazo Sandoval was also a Casa member, Torres said. His family described him as a devoted husband and father to a 5-year-old daughter and a 17-year-old son.
The victims were from Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador, officials said. It remained unclear by Wednesday evening how many vehicles were submerged in the water and if other victims were killed or injured in the disaster. Emergency responders rescued two other workers from the water early Tuesday, one uninjured and the other who authorities said was hospitalized in "very serious condition" and later released. One was an employee with Brawner Builders.
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) said he spoke to one of the victims and called his survival "pretty miraculous."
Col. Roland L. Butler Jr., secretary of the Maryland State Police, said Tuesday evening that it was a "distinct possibility" that motorists were on the bridge at the time of the collapse, and that they would also be presumed dead. 
The chief spokesman for the Baltimore Fire Department, Kevin Cartwright, called the water-rescue-and-recovery effort the city's largest in a decade and warned earlier Tuesday that the number of victims could exceed six.
"This is herculean," Cartwright said. "We are going to work and work and work until we bring this to a close and bring some peace to the families."

Community members attended a church vigil in Baltimore on March 26 for the six construction workers who have been presumed dead after the Key Bridge collapse.


The collision occurred about 1:28 a.m. Tuesday, minutes after the container ship Dali lost power. Crew members aboard the vessel issued a "mayday" warning, which allowed Maryland Transportation Authority police to begin to stop traffic before the crash. Recordings from the transportation authority police radio published by Broadcastify, an open-source audio-streaming service, indicate that officers discussed the workers on the bridge and planned to notify the foreman. But within about 20 seconds, before an officer could drive across the bridge and deliver the news, the structure plummeted into the water.
Jeffrey Pritzker, the executive vice president of Brawner Builders, said in a brief telephone interview that the bridge collapse was "a totally unforeseen event which no one could have predicted."
"The company is upset, families are distressed, this is a terrible tragedy," he said. "I don't know what more I can say."
He said company executives had spent "a great deal of time" Tuesday comforting the workers' families. Pritzker declined to share any more information on their identities but said the men were "good family people."
Marvin Luna, son of Miguel Luna, said he knew his father was on the Key Bridge overnight but did not know it had collapsed until friends called him and said, "The bridge is ... gone."
Marvin Luna then called his father, but no one answered the phone. On Tuesday evening, he was at home in Glen Burnie, Md., desperate for news about his dad.
"We're okay right now because we don't know yet, nothing about my dad," Marvin Luna said. "But we still wait."
Around him, relatives wailed.
As the hours passed Tuesday, with the ship still lodged between pieces of the disintegrated bridge, community members and officials alike grew increasingly anxious for news of victims or survivors. Guatemalan and Salvadoran consulates publicized emergency hotlines on Facebook. Politicians, including President Biden and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, pledged support for families still waiting on news.
One Baltimore City Council member, Phylicia Porter, further heightened anxiety by saying on CNN that a body had been recovered, only to later clarify that she was given wrong information and meant to refer to a bag of fertilizer.
Meanwhile, in a Royal Farms convenience store parking lot near Fort Armistead Park, Jesus Campos, an employee at Brawner Builders, paced, waiting for news about his colleagues.
Campos said in Spanish that working on the bridge is harrowing. Construction crews are continually worried about speeding motorists, and the bridge "moves a lot" because of its design and engineering. Last year, six road construction workers were killed when a motorist barreled into them along a busy highway in Baltimore County.
"This catastrophe has already disproportionately impacted our city's immigrant community, one that often toils in demanding and dangerous jobs to the benefit of all who call Baltimore home," Krish O'Mara Vignarajah, president and CEO of Global Refuge, a Baltimore-based immigrant services nonprofit, said in a statement.

When Jesus Campos arrived at work on March 26, he learned that several of his friends and co-workers went into the water when the Key Bridge collapsed.


Campos said his colleagues had been on a meal break, sitting in or near their vehicles, when the Dali slammed into the bridge.
Campos said he was not working Monday night but was roused from bed about 5 a.m. Tuesday by a colleague. The co-worker told him two people had been rescued from the water but that six others were missing.
"I'm very sad right now," Campos said. "These are my co-workers and friends."
As the sun set Tuesday, officials and residents gathered to pray inside a church in Turner Station, a neighborhood near the foot of where the Key Bridge once stood.
Throughout the hour-long service, clergy and elected officials tried to stay upbeat, discussing the power of community in times of tragedy. But with hope running dry that anyone else might be rescued from the waters, the Rev. Ako Walker of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Baltimore offered prayers in Spanish, honoring the missing workers.
"Te pedimos por las victimas de este tragedia. Te pedimos por sus familias."
"We pray for the victims of this tragedy. We pray for their families."
Scott Dance, Erin Cox, Maria Sacchetti, Peter Hermann and Kelsey Ables contributed to this report.
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Remains of two people recovered as details emerge about Baltimore bridge collapse
After the Francis Scott Key Bridge's collapse, authorities now aim to recover remains of missing people presumed dead. NTSB investigators boarded the ship overnight.
By Katie Mettler, Kelsey Ables, Ellen Francis, Washington Post staff, Anumita Kaur, Praveena Somasundaram, Erin Cox, Patrick Svitek, Scott Dance, Maria Luisa Paul, Joel Achenbach, Michael Laris, Emily Davies, Teo Armus, Justin Wm. Moyer, Katie Shepherd, Azi Paybarah, Toluse Olorunnipa, Tom Jackman, Rachel Lerman, Laris Karklis, Tim Meko, Luis Melgar, Justin Jouvenal, Jasmine Hilton, Hannah Dormido, Jeanne Whalen, Joshua Carroll, Tim Craig, Jon Swaine, Joyce Lee, Rebecca Tan, Whitney Leaming, Hadley Green, Naomi Schanen, Morgan Coates, Amber Ferguson, Peter Hermann, Rachel Weiner, Erin Patrick  O'Connor, Whitney Shefte, Adela Suliman, Martin Weil, Frances Vinall, Joy Sung, David J. Lynch, Ian Duncan, Danny Nguyen, Lauren Tierney, Imogen Piper, Sarah Cahlan, Daniel Wolfe, William Neff | 2024-03-28
Divers recovered the remains of two people from a red pickup truck submerged in the Patapsco River, officials said Wednesday, nearly 35 hours after a massive container ship crashed into Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge and sent it plunging into the water. Recovery efforts for remaining victims were called off as conditions made it impossible for divers to safely navigate the wreckage. Officials will now begin a salvage operation. Sonar has indicated that there are more vehicles near the underwater rubble, authorities said during a news conference Wednesday evening. At least six people, part of a construction crew that was repairing potholes and masonry on the bridge, are presumed dead. Two other workers were rescued.
National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy said investigators boarded the ship to recover the data recorder and are piecing together a timeline of events.
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Updated D.C.-area forecast: Cloudy today but sun returns Friday
Another round of showers is a good bet on Saturday afternoon.
By David Streit | 2024-03-28
The edge of the area of rain moving up the East Coast has shifted just enough to the east that areas along and west of I-95 may not see much today. The much better chance of showers will be in Southern Maryland and across the Bay into the Delmarva. While a lot of the immediate D.C. area won't see rain, it will be cloudy and cool with high temperatures mostly in the low 50s.
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
3/10: Mother Nature is holding a grudge, the cool showers are hard to budge.
Today is a raw late-March day, but sun and milder temperatures return tomorrow. Lest you think the rains today mean a dry weekend, think again. Clouds and some more showers may buzz through Saturday. The rain may break for Easter Sunday.
Today (Thursday): Showers remain most active in the morning before tapering off in the afternoon; our western areas may say little or no rain as this storm's moisture cuts off not far west of Interstate 95. Temperatures struggle to rise with brisk north winds compounding the discomfort. Highs are no better than upper 40s to lower 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Showers should be gone by early evening, and clouds pull out of the area. Winds from the northwest are still gusty. Overnight lows chill to the mid- to upper 30s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Sunshine holds all day, but northwest winds gusting to 30-plus mph hold highs in the mid- to upper 50s. So don't forget the jacket on your way out. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Winds gradually calm, and under clear skies, lows drop to the mid- to upper 30s. Early-risers can glimpse the moon and bright star Antares side by side. Confidence: Medium-High

Raindrops on an eastern redbud tree in Burke, Va., on Wednesday. (Brian Paeth/Flickr)


Clouds are on the increase Saturday morning, and a smattering of showers looks like a decent bet in the afternoon. Highs range from the mid-50s to lower 60s. Overnight is partly cloudy, with lows ranging through the 40s. Confidence: Medium
Sunday should offer some improvement with partly cloudy skies, and highs in the mid- to upper 60s. Winds are likely to be a little brisk, so hold tight to your Easter bonnet! Expect clouds to increase overnight, and pre-dawn showers are possible. Lows hold in the low to mid-40s. Confidence: Medium
Showers are likely to linger through much of Monday. Amounts look light for now despite the persistence. Highs are mainly in the mid- to upper 50s. Confidence: Medium




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2024/03/28/dc-forecast-stubborn-showers-thursday/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Grant will add rain gardens, trees to reduce erosion in Arlington stream
Arlington County was awarded about $280,000 in grant funding for efforts to reduce erosion at Grandma's Creek, a stream in the Barcroft neighborhood. 
By Nicole Asbury | 2024-03-28

Grandma's Creek is a stream in the Barcroft neighborhood of Arlington, Va. (Arlington County)


Arlington County has received a grant to mitigate erosion at Grandma's Creek, a beloved stream in the Barcroft neighborhood.
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation awarded the county about $280,000 to help build rain gardens and plant more trees to slow the speed of rainwater runoff -- excess water that builds up during storms and can carry pollutants. The county also plans to contribute matching funds.
"What our goals are with runoff is slow it down, spread it out and soak it ... into the ground," said Lily Whitesell, a storm water specialist for Arlington County. "So, when we can do that, that really helps to protect local streams."
Grandma's Creek is a tributary of Four Mile Run, a roughly 9-mile stream that connects to the Potomac River and goes through Fairfax and Arlington counties.
Rain gardens are no new concept, but they have gained popularity as people have become more aware of the impacts of climate change. Rain gardens are bowl-shaped structures that look like low garden beds but are designed to hold runoff water from roofs, roads and parking lots. The water then stays for a day or two, until it is soaked into the ground.
The plants and soil from the rain gardens also help filter the rainwater, which can carry pollutants from the street and roofs.
Arlington County has already built some rain gardens through its Green Streets program. But it hasn't built any in this particular watershed in Barcroft, Whitesell said. Community members in the neighborhood approached county officials about placing some in the area to protect Grandma's Creek.
"What's cool about this grant is that the community came to the county and said, 'Hey, we really love our local stream ... and we want to do more to protect it,'" Whitesell said. "It was really community initiated."
Through the grant, the county plans to also launch activities to teach people about pollutant prevention and ways to slow rainwater runoff, like using rain barrels and building their own rain gardens.
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Advocates worry about day-care worker fund as D.C. budget tensions loom
Some D.C. parents and child-care advocates worry a fund that pays stipends to teachers, caregivers and other adults who work with babies and toddlers may face cuts.
By Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-03-28

Amid budget anxieties, education advocates in D.C. are concerned about the future of the Early Childhood Educator Pay Equity Fund, which subsidizes wages for day-care workers. (iStock)


As D.C. waits to see the mayor's proposed budget, some parents and child-care advocates are worried about the fate of a first-of-its-kind fund that pays stipends to teachers, caregivers, and other adults who work with babies and toddlers.
The Early Childhood Educator Pay Equity Fund has paid more than $80 million to 4,000 day-care teachers to bring their salaries in line with their peers in public schools, according to D.C.'s state superintendent of education. It also supports health benefits for workers, advocates say.
But amid a tough budget, strained by factors including flat revenue and the expiration of one-time pandemic aid, some city agencies are bracing for cuts. And advocates for the pay equity fund worry it may be on the chopping block -- potentially leading to higher day-care fees and an exodus of educators.
"It's like going backward," said Yeimy Ramos, a teacher at Petit Scholars, a network of child-care centers.
Dozens of educators, parents and day-care directors on Wednesday descended on the Wilson Building, clad in matching purple T-shirts and eager to convince the D.C. Council's 13 members to fight off any possible cuts for the fund in the budget Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) is expected to present to lawmakers in the coming days.
A spokesperson for the mayor declined to discuss details of the looming budget proposal. But as advocates visited council member Charles Allen's office on Wednesday, the Ward 6 Democrat offered his support for the fund. "If it is cut, we need to restore it," he said. "As with anything, there will always be a little devil in the details of exactly where and how we find the funds to do that."
The mayor was scheduled to share her budget with the council last week, but the presentation was canceled.
Danielle Geong, who lives in Northeast Washington, said the pay equity fund has helped her daughter's school retain qualified staff and improve morale. The 37-year-old is job hunting, something she said would be a challenge with her 2-year-old daughter at home. "As somebody who's trying to remain in the workforce, it's not possible without child care," she said.
People who work with young children are among the lowest-paid laborers in the country and are disproportionately women of color, according to a study on the pay equity fund by Mathematica, a research group. The median hourly wage for a child-care worker in 2022 was $13.71, compared with $22.26 for similar positions -- including preschool and kindergarten teachers -- federal employment data show.
To grow wages, the D.C. Council in 2021 approved a tax increase on the city's wealthiest residents to pad the pay equity fund. Eligible educators receive between $5,000 and $14,000 per year, depending on their role.
The Mathematica researchers found that by the end of 2022, D.C. day cares had hired 100 people -- a needed boost for a city where seats are in high demand, according to Under 3 DC, an advocacy group.
The calls for funding come as many day-care workers are earning associate's and bachelor's degrees, part of new minimum education requirements for lead teachers. Charlene Roach-Glymph, co-owner of Petit Scholars' Rhode Island location, said almost her entire staff has returned to school and their pay needs to reflect the new credentials.
"As a small-business owner, if these funds go away, we wouldn't be able to pay our teachers those salaries," Roach-Glymph said, adding that centers could raise tuition to support wages. "We don't want to have to do that."
Because of the budget tensions, that growth is in jeopardy, said Jacqueline Strickland, who has worked with children for 40 years. Many of her former colleagues left for higher-paying jobs in D.C. Public Schools or the U.S. Postal Service before the pay equity fund was created -- something she fears could happen again if the pay equity fund is depleted.
"When the equity fund came about, it was the only reason that I stayed," said Strickland, who teaches at an Educare campus in Deanwood. Before coming to the school, she went years without a raise -- even after earning associate's and bachelor's degrees, she said. Her $57,000-a-year salary barely covered her necessities.
Strickland now makes $75,000, which she said does not reflect the decades she has spent in the classroom. Still, the higher wages better capture the work that goes into her job, such as lesson planning and teaching early math skills. Early-childhood educators are often the first people to screen children with disabilities and delays -- something she has seen more of since the pandemic.
"Children are coming in with real trauma. They're coming in more aggressive, they're coming in with less language, they've been exposed to a lot of screen time ... they have short attention spans," Strickland said. "So are we ready for this influx? We can't get ready if we're paying people less money."
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What we know about Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse
The bodies of two victims have been recovered from the waters of the Patapsco River. The bridge collapsed after being hit by a cargo ship.
By Adela Suliman, Martin Weil, Justin Wm. Moyer, Rebecca Tan, Frances Vinall, Kelsey Ables | 2024-03-28

Livestream video shows the moment the cargo ship Dali crashed into Baltimore's Key Bridge early March 26.


The Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore collapsed early Tuesday after being hit by a cargo ship, with large parts of the bridge falling into the Patapsco River.
At least eight people fell into the water, members of a construction crew working on the bridge at the time, officials said. Two were rescued, one uninjured and one in serious condition, and two bodies were recovered on Wednesday. The remaining four are presumed dead. The workers are believed to be the only victims in the disaster.
Here's what we know so far.
A Singapore-flagged vessel, the 985-foot Dali, crashed into the Key Bridge about 1:30 a.m. on its way out of the Port of Baltimore. The container ship lost power just before it drifted into the bridge, and authorities believe the incident was an accident.
Clay Diamond, executive director of the American Pilots' Association, said the ship experienced a "full blackout" about 1:20 a.m., meaning it lost both engine power and electrical power to its control and communications systems. The pilot, who had more than a decade of experience, attempted to slow the vessel but was unable to. A diesel backup generator kicked in, restoring electrical systems, and the pilot radioed an emergency message to have the bridge closed. The ship was traveling about seven knots, or eight miles an hour, when it struck the bridge at 1:29 a.m., the National Transportation Safety Board said Wednesday.
NTSB Chair Jennifer Homendy said their investigation into the incident will probably take 12 to 24 months.
Singapore's Maritime Port Authority said Tuesday evening local time that it was also investigating the crash and providing "full cooperation" to the U.S. Coast Guard.
Ian Firth, a British structural engineer and bridge designer, told The Post on Tuesday that the bridge had a "lightweight" support structure and appeared to have vessel protection devices in the water around it but that the objects were "not adequate."

First responders survey the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge on Tuesday. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


A construction team was on the bridge at the time of the collapse, repairing potholes and masonry, officials said. Two people were rescued Tuesday, two bodies were recovered on Wednesday and the four who remain missing are presumed dead.
The victims recovered were identified as Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, 35, who was from Mexico and lived in Baltimore, and Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, 26, who was from Guatemala and lived in Dundalk, Md. They were found together inside a pickup truck beneath approximately 25 feet of water.
Other victims who have been identified included Maynor Suazo Sandoval, 38, from Honduras and Miguel Luna from El Salvador. Sandoval, the father of a 5-year-old and 17-year-old, left his small town in Honduras nearly two decades ago but remained closely tied to his family there, a relative told The Post. Luna, from El Salvador, was a father of three and worked for the construction company for about 15 years.
The names of the remaining two victims have not been released.
Baltimore Fire Chief James Wallace told a news conference on Tuesday night that one of the rescued workers was in "very serious condition." Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) said he had spoken to one of them and called his survival "pretty miraculous."
Synergy Marine Group, which owned and managed Dali, said in a news release that all 22 sailors, who were Indian nationals, were uninjured.

Marine traffic tracker shows the route cargo ship Dali took before it crashed into Baltimore's Key Bridge early March 26.


Recovery efforts were called off Wednesday as conditions made it impossible for divers to continue their search through wreckage. Officials will begin a salvage operation, Col. Roland L. Butler Jr., secretary of the Maryland State Police, said Wednesday.
"We have exhausted all search efforts in the areas around this wreckage," he said. Based on sonar scans, they believe vehicles are "encased in the superstucture and concrete that we tragically saw come down," he said.
Divers have faced harrowing conditions throughout efforts, including frigid waters, low visibility and dangerous debris. Investigators revealed Wednesday that hazardous mater
Rebuilding the bridge will probably be a costly and lengthy undertaking. President Biden on Tuesday said he expects the federal government to fully fund its reconstruction.
Its collapse represents a significant disruption for East Coast shipping. Its wreckage is blocking the Port of Baltimore, and vessel traffic to and from the port was suspended "until further notice," according to the Maryland Port Administration website. The cleanup could be a "long-term project," Carl Bentzel, a commissioner with the Federal Maritime Commission, told The Post.
Automakers such as Mazda, Mercedes-Benz and Subaru are major users of the facility, which is also the nation's leading "roll-on, roll-off" port, handling more self-propelled cargo such as heavy construction equipment than any other. Ports in New York-New Jersey, Philadelphia, Delaware and Norfolk are likely to share the rerouted cargo load, Joe Harris, senior director for communications with the Virginia Port Authority, said.
The Maryland State Highway Administration, meanwhile, in a post on social media, encouraged drivers to "prepare for extra commuting time until further notice" after the bridge collapse severed an important part of Baltimore's beltway. The Key Bridge carried about 31,000 vehicles a day, according to federal data.
The Singapore-flagged container ship is about 158 feet wide and 985 feet long and was built in 2015, according to MarineTraffic.com. It was en route to Colombo, Sri Lanka, according to Vessel Finder, which tracks global shipping, and had been due to arrive on April 22. Before Baltimore, it had called at ports in Norfolk and New York in the United States after traversing the Panama Canal.
A deficiency in the Dali's systems relating to "propulsion and auxiliary machinery" was discovered when the ship was inspected last June, according to the Tokyo MOU, an intergovernmental shipping regulator in the Asia-Pacific region. But a follow-up inspection found no outstanding deficiencies.
The registered owner of the ship is Grace Ocean Pte Ltd., and it is managed by Synergy Marine Group. Synergy Group controls a fleet of nearly 400 vessels and employs more than 14,000 seafarers, according to its website.
An official from Grace Ocean told the global shipping news website TradeWinds that the company is "working with the ship's technical manager, Synergy Marine, to determine what happened."
In 2016, the Dali struck a stone wall at a port in Belgium, sustaining "hull damage impairing seaworthiness," according to Equasis, a maritime data service created by European authorities. VesselFinder, a maritime monitoring service, reported that no one was injured and no cargo was spilled. The ship was detained for repairs.
The headquarters of the Singapore-based Synergy Group was dark when a Post reporter visited Tuesday evening local time. Two employees who answered the doorbell said the office was closed for the day. "No questions," said one employee, slowly backing away from the door as his phone rang repeatedly.
Authorities had halted traffic heading for the bridge in response to a mayday call issued by the ship after it lost power.
Police radio traffic from 1:27 a.m. captures responders rushing to evacuate and hold traffic after an officer announced that a ship had lost control of its steering, according to records from Broadcastify, an open-source audio streaming service.
One asks whether there are workers on the bridge and whether anyone can contact the "foreman to see if we can get them off the bridge temporarily." But about a minute after the message reporting a loss of steering, someone shouts, "The whole bridge just fell down!"
Jennifer Hassan, Ian Duncan, Scott Dance, Maria Luisa Paul, Erin Cox, David J. Lynch, Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Jasmine Hilton, Teo Armus, Emily Davies, Lauren Tierney, Justin Jouvenal, Imogen Piper, Sarah Cahlan, Daniel Wolfe and William Neff contributed to this report.
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Help The Post report on how the Baltimore bridge collapse is impacting regional businesses
The Washington Post wants to talk with regional business owners about the impact of the Baltimore bridge collapse. Share your story with us through this form.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-03-28
Washington Post reporters are looking to talk with regional business owners about how the collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge has impacted or may impact them -- including by delaying imports or changing delivery routes, among other possibilities.
Please respond through the form below by Friday, April 5. We will not publish any part of your response without following up, so please provide your contact information below. Fields marked with an asterisk are required. Thank you!
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
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Baltimore bridge collapse recovery team finds victims' likely vehicles
Two Baltimore bridge collapse victims recovered, officials said Wednesday. Other vehicles were found below water but are probably encased in bridge remnants.
By Erin Cox, Justin Jouvenal, Danny Nguyen, Peter Hermann, Jasmine Hilton | 2024-03-28

The remains of the Francis Scott Key Bridge. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


Divers recovered the bodies of two construction workers who died when a massive cargo ship struck and collapsed a Baltimore bridge, as investigators revealed Wednesday that hazardous material was leaking from breached containers on the stranded vessel and state and federal lawmakers rushed to begin the recovery from the disaster that crippled the Port of Baltimore.
Rescue crews found the victims shortly before 10 a.m. trapped in a red pickup truck in about 25 feet of water in the Patapsco River near the mid-span of the hulking wreck of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, Maryland State Police Secretary Roland L. Butler Jr. said at a news conference.
The conditions were treacherous for the divers, so Butler said they were suspending the search for the bodies of four other construction workers who plunged to their deaths when the container ship in distress struck the bridge shortly before 1:30 a.m. Tuesday, causing it to fall. The workers are believed to be the only victims in the disaster.
Butler said they had uncovered a horrific scene beneath the waves -- other vehicles trapped and probably containing the other victims.
"Based on sonar scans, we firmly believe that the vehicles are encased in the superstructure and concrete that we tragically saw come down," Butler said.
The victims recovered were identified as Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, 35, of Baltimore, and Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, 26, of Dundalk, Md. Other victims identified Wednesday were Maynor Suazo Sandoval, 38, from Honduras, and Miguel Luna, from El Salvador, who was the father of three. The names of the remaining two victims have not been released.

Maynor Suazo Sandoval, one of the victims of the Baltimore bridge collapse, in 2018. (Courtesy of Martin Suazo Sandoval/AP)


"He was always so happy to be able to share what little he was able to make over there in the United States," said Hector Guardado, a nephew of Suazo Sandoval. "Everyone else always came first."
Officials said an injured victim was released from the hospital Wednesday.
National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy said at a news conference Wednesday that investigators had boarded the 985-foot Dali, recovered information from a data recorder and begun interviews of the crew. Homendy said 56 containers onboard contained 764 tons of hazardous materials, including corrosives, flammables and items like lithium-ion batteries. Some containers, she said, had been breached.
"We have seen sheen on the waterway," Homendy said.
Homendy said that before the collapse, the bridge was in "satisfactory condition." She said crew members and two pilots remain on the ship, but it was unclear when they will be allowed to disembark.
NTSB officials provided a timeline of the collision gleaned from the data recorder, showing that the Dali left port at 12:39 a.m. Tuesday. At 1:24 a.m., audible alarms began sounding and a data sensor onboard briefly stopped working as the vessel sailed in the main shipping channel out of the port. About two minutes later, the pilot called for assistance from tugboats in the area and soon placed a call to a Maryland Transportation Authority duty officer about a blackout on the ship.
At 1:27 a.m., the pilot ordered the Dali to drop an anchor. That same minute, the pilot radioed that the Dali had lost all power and was approaching the Key Bridge. Around the same time, Maryland Transportation Authority officers rushed to close the bridge to oncoming traffic. The data revealed that the Dali struck the bridge at 1:29 a.m. while traveling about seven knots, or eight miles an hour.

On March 27, the National Transportation Safety Board gave a preliminary timeline of the Dali collision using information collected from the ship's recorder.


Unlike many modern bridges, Homendy said, the Key Bridge was constructed in 1977 without redundant structures that would keep it from toppling if a major support was struck. She said the NTSB investigation would probably take 12 to 24 months.
State and federal lawmakers pledged to move quickly to remove the hulking debris of the bridge from the Patapsco as well as allocate funds to ease the local and national economic fallout from the partial closure of one of the nation's largest ports.
But the White House and Maryland officials offered no timeline for when the major shipping hub might resume normal operations or how long it might take to rebuild the fallen span on a major East Coast artery, even as experts said the recovery would probably be measured in months and years.

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg on March 27 outlined the federal response after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key bridge in Baltimore.


"We are concerned about implications that ripple out beyond the immediate region because of the port's role in our supply chain," Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said at a White House briefing Wednesday. "This is an important port for both imports and exports." He added later: "Rebuilding will not be quick or easy or cheap, but we will get it done."
More than 15,000 jobs are directly tied to the Port of Baltimore and nearly 140,000 linked to port activities, according to port figures. The port handles the largest volume of cars, farm and construction machinery, and imported gypsum in the nation.
Nearly $81 billion worth of foreign cargo passed through the port in 2023, according to its figures. The port generates nearly $400 million in local and state tax revenue each year.
Buttigieg said he was working to free up emergency relief funds requested by Maryland and would probably ask Congress to allocate more in the coming days. Meanwhile, Maryland legislative leaders proposed emergency legislation Wednesday to replace port workers' lost income and prevent the permanent loss of business as companies turn to other ports.
Coast Guard Vice Adm. Peter W. Gautier said at the White House briefing that his agency's main focus will be restoring access to the channel blocked by the fallen bridge. He said the Coast Guard will work on stabilizing the vessel, which has more than 1.5 million gallons of fuel oil onboard.
Gautier said the Dali has about 4,700 cargo containers onboard. He said two cargo containers fell into the river, but they did not contain hazardous materials. He said the Dali was sitting on the bed of the Patapsco River.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) during a news conference on the collapse of the Key Bridge in Dundalk, Md., on Wednesday. (Michael Robinson Chavez for The Washington Post)


State legislators introduced the Maryland Protecting Opportunity and Regional Trade Act, which would authorize Gov. Wes Moore (D) to use a portion of the state's $2 billion rainy-day fund to mitigate some of the immediate economic impacts of the port closure.
"Fundamentally, it's about protecting the economic engine that we have in the city of Baltimore," Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City) said, "but it really is about American resiliency."
Del. Luke Clippinger (D-Baltimore City) joined Ferguson to relay early details of the bill, emphasizing that state leaders need to act now to make sure Baltimore doesn't permanently lose some of the business that typically moves through marine terminals at Locust Point, Fairfield, Seagirt -- all places now blocked by the debris of the Key Bridge.

Livestream video shows the moment the cargo ship Dali crashed into Baltimore's Key Bridge early March 26.


The Democratic leaders mentioned the specter of forever losing cruise line business as ships reroute and dock in Norfolk. Other economic activity has been diverted to ports elsewhere, like those in Wilmington, Del., and Philadelphia, they said.
"We're doing what we need to do to make sure that the business comes back after all this is done," Clippinger said.
Lawmakers did not specify a cap for how much money will be used to weather the economic hardship of closing the port but said the historic amount in the rainy-day fund was put aside for this type of emergency.
"Funds are available through the rainy day fund for what is raining and pouring," Ferguson said. "No one can imagine the Key Bridge being in the water right now. This is as rainy as it gets."
Benjamin Schafer, professor of civil and systems engineering at Johns Hopkins University, said the timeline for recovery could be very long. He estimated that it could take weeks or months to remove the debris from the bridge collapse and reopen the shipping channel serving the Port of Baltimore.
Some experts hoped the bridge could be rebuilt on an expedited timeline over several years, but Schafer said it could take far longer and cost hundreds of millions of dollars.
"It took five years to build the original one," Schafer said. "I lived through quite a lot of civil infrastructure projects and they are rarely less than 10 years, so I think that's what we are looking at."
The efforts by police officers to save lives before the tragedy also came into sharper focus. Moore hailed their actions as heroic on Tuesday.
Two Maryland Transportation Authority police officers stopped traffic from coming onto the bridge moments before the freighter hit and it collapsed, saving lives, said Jim Kruszynski, president of FOP Lodge 34, the union representing Maryland Transportation Authority officers.

The scene a day after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in  Baltimore. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


"They didn't hesitate. They didn't think about it. They just did it," Kruszynski said in an interview. "Their quick actions, without a doubt, saved lives." Both officers were working overtime construction detail, which officers are normally assigned to at construction projects throughout the state to keep crews and travelers safe by assisting with road closures and other needs, Kruszynski said.
One officer was stationed at the base on each side of the bridge, according to Kruszynski. Once the pilot of the ship put out the mayday and the officers received it, "they immediately sprang into action," he said.
"Their first instincts were to stop all traffic from getting up onto the bridge, one on each side," Kruszynski said. "There's no doubt that their actions saved lives. There are people alive today that most likely would have perished when that bridge came down if they hadn't stopped traffic."
Before the collapse, one of the officers was about to go up the bridge to try to get the crew off, Kruszynski said, but there wasn't enough time. Since the officer was holding up traffic, he had to wait for another officer to relieve him before going up or else cars would start moving again, Kruszynski said.
"He was waiting for another officer to hold the traffic so he could run up there and get the rest of the crew down," he said. "But unfortunately ... there was just no time to do all that at once."
The officers are safe, Kruszynski said.
"They are heroes," Kruszynski said, echoing Moore's comments. "Because without a doubt, people went home that night, people from the public went home, because they acted so quickly. More people would have most likely perished had they not done what they did."
Katie Shepherd, Teo Armus and Emily Davies contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/03/27/baltimore-bridge-collapse-bodies-missing-workers/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Bridge collapse brings stark reminder of immigrant workers' vulnerabilities
The six workers who are presumed dead from the Baltimore bridge collapse are all native to Latin America.
By Scott Dance, Maria Luisa Paul | 2024-03-28

The remains of the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday in Baltimore. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post)


Early Tuesday morning, a panicked voice awoke Maritza Guzman de Villatoro. A bridge in Baltimore had collapsed, her daughter shouted. A familiar pit soon formed in her stomach.
Last March, a speeding car plowed between highway barriers on the same Baltimore highway and killed six workers, including Villatoro's husband and brother-in-law. That crash along Interstate 695 was about 20 miles from the bridge. Now, a massive ship stacked with containers had crashed into the Francis Scott Key Bridge, causing its collapse. Six workers, all native to Latin America, were lost in the Patapsco River and presumed dead.
One of the victims, Miguel Luna, came from the same area in El Salvador as Villatoro and her husband, near the southeastern city of Usulutan, she said.
"We leave with so many dreams," she said, her voice trembling. "Here, immigrants have the hardest times and do the hardest jobs, and then we're the first to break."
The latest deaths underscore a truth that relatives of victims in both tragedies say is too often taken for granted -- that immigrants are some of the most vulnerable, least-protected workers in the United States.
While full details about the victims in the bridge collapse have not been released to the public, they are known to be natives of Mexico, Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador. Two workers were quickly rescued, but the search for others was ongoing. Authorities announced Wednesday they had recovered two bodies, those of Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, 35, of Baltimore and Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, 26, of Dundalk, Md.
Some 130,000 immigrants work in the construction industry in the Baltimore and Washington regions, making up 39 percent of the workforce, according to Casa, a Maryland-based Latino and immigration advocacy organization. Latin Americans are one of the fastest-growing demographics in the region, surging by 77 percent in Baltimore during the 2010s, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
Many who are recent immigrants face the economic hardships that come with seasonal and temporary work and the threat of immigration enforcement, all while enduring blazing heat, speeding drivers and the disdain of those who want to see a crackdown on illegal immigration.
Maynor Suazo Sandoval, among the six bridge workers presumed to be dead, came to the United States illegally, said his nephew Hector Guardado -- though Suazo Sandoval's employer said he was working in Baltimore legally. Suazo Sandoval, Guardado said, was contributing to the economy in ways many citizens are not willing to.
"The kind of work he did is what people born in the U.S. won't do," Guardado said by phone from Honduras. "People like him travel there with a dream. They don't want to break anything or take anything."
The men were supporting families both in the Baltimore region and in their home countries, said the Rev. Ako Walker, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus, a Catholic parish in southeastern Baltimore that serves a largely Hispanic population.
"It's important to realize that families lost their breadwinners," Walker said.
The role of immigrants at the center of the two incidents, separated by a year and a matter of miles, has already prompted calls from Maryland leaders and immigrant groups to better protect them -- even if it wasn't clear how to accomplish that.
"There's certain occupations where we understand there's dangers associated with it," Gov. Wes Moore (D) said. "For someone filling potholes, you don't think that's one of those professions. It's something we have to have a more aggressive approach to."

Emergency personnel work at the scene of a fatal crash along Interstate 695 on March 22, 2023, near Woodlawn, Md. (Julio Cortez/AP)


But federal data shows that Hispanic workers face disproportionately high fatality rates, especially in the construction industry.
While foreign-born Hispanic and Latino workers made up 8.2 percent of the U.S. workforce in 2021, they accounted for 14 percent of workplace deaths, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. And these deaths have been on the rise -- from a reported 512 deaths in 2011 to 727 in 2021, the highest on record.
The construction industry is especially dangerous for foreign-born Hispanic and Latino workers, 274 of whom died in 2021. The group accounted for 7.9 percent of the industry's workers but 26.3 percent of deaths from falls, slips and trips in 2020.
Gustavo Torres, Casa's executive director, said the repeated tragedies stressed the need for legislation to better protect vulnerable workers, though he did not offer specific proposals. Without action, he said, similar tragedies will keep occurring.
When asked about how immigrant laborers might be better protected, officials in the Moore administration pointed to legislation they are proposing to improve safety in highway work zones. Their bill would improve driver education, increase enforcement of work zone speed limits and raise fines for motorists who flout them.
But Lt. Gov. Aruna Miller (D), a former traffic engineer, acknowledged those policies would not have stopped a ship from hitting a bridge, and that, somehow, that risk would need to be addressed in future reforms, too.
"We're going to have to make sure maritime safety is also part of that," Miller said.
At the same time, for most workers who are undocumented, worries about deportation or detention are a lingering concern, according to a recent national survey by KFF and the Los Angeles Times.
Timothy Young, a spokesman for the Baltimore-based immigration services nonprofit Global Refuge, said sometimes those in the country without documentation do not seek medical treatment for fear of being deported.
"You can put your head down, go to work every day, follow the law and still live with that specter hanging over your head," Young said.
The bridge workers were full-time employees at Brawner Builders, all with several years of experience there, said Jeffrey Pritzker, executive vice president at the Hunt Valley, Md.-based company. They were not members of a union, and as employees received what Pritzker called "a substantial benefit package," declining to provide details. He said Brawner does not employ any undocumented immigrants.
The company "will ensure that the families of these deceased employees will be well taken care of," Pritzker added. He declined to answer questions about what support or money the company would provide, but said Brawner would ask the Moore administration to memorialize the men on a plaque when the bridge is replaced.
As of Wednesday evening, a GoFundMe organized by Latino Racial Justice Circle, a nonprofit, had raised more than $72,000 for the victim's families, surpassing its $60,000 goal.
After the I-695 crash last March, Villatoro said she felt a similar surge of support. But within weeks, she felt alone. She worries the same will happen to the bridge workers' families.
"I hope the community does more to take care of its Hispanic community and its workers," Villatoro said, "so that we can do the hard work, but with more protection and without being left helpless to fate."
Last year, she said, a cousin of Miguel Luna, one of the bridge victims, expressed condolences for her husband's death on Facebook. This week, she found herself scrolling through her Facebook friends and clicking on the woman's profile.
"I wrote her saying I'm sorry, that I know the feeling," Villatoro said. And that "sometimes the hardest part is waiting and waiting."
Teo Armus contributed to this report.
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Six presumed dead in bridge collapse were immigrants, soccer fans, family men
Maynor Suazo Sandoval, from Honduras, was about to turn 39. Miguel Luna, from El Salvador, was a father of three. 
By Teo Armus, Emily Davies, Jasmine Hilton | 2024-03-28

Maynor Suazo Sandoval, a native of Honduras, is seen wearing a team jersey while visiting the National Mall. He came to the U.S. nearly two decades ago and was a fan of the F.C. Motagua soccer team. (Family photo)


The Key Bridge, now twisted wreckage submerged in the Patapsco, once held six men high above the river. They were fathers, husbands and hard workers who had traveled to this country for lives they hoped would be prosperous and long.
Then a container ship lost power and slammed into a concrete pier, and the Baltimore bridge plunged into the water. With it went the six men, officials said, all of them construction workers with Brawner Builders, repairing masonry and potholes. They are now presumed dead. Divers on Wednesday found a red pickup truck beneath 25 feet of water. Inside of it, two of the men.
More than a day after the disastrous collapse, there was still little known about their deaths: why the ship crashed, why the bridge fell and what happened in those final moments when the men were suspended in the air. But their losses have left an international trail of grief -- the victims were from Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador -- and from the web of people who loved them have come stories about their lives.
Maynor Suazo Sandoval, from Honduras, was about to turn 39. Miguel Luna, from El Salvador, was a father of three. Both were members of the immigrant organization Casa. Both loved soccer. Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, 35, from Mexico, and Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, 26, from Guatemala, were found together, inside the pickup truck. As of Wednesday afternoon, the two other victims had not been publicly identified, and authorities said additional vehicles in the water around the bridge are probably surrounded by rubble from the collapse.
Hector Guardado had seen the news: A search-and-rescue mission for his uncle had been turned into a recovery effort. The odds of survival were slim. But he was not ready to give up hope that Suazo Sandoval might be found alive.
"Until we have his body, we will be hoping and praying that he is alive," Guardado said by phone from Honduras, where Suazo Sandoval grew up before coming to the United States. "In the end, the last word is God's."
Suazo Sandoval left their small town of Azacualpa in Honduras's Santa Barbara department nearly two decades ago. After short stints in Virginia and North Carolina -- working in construction and as a truck driver -- he arrived in Baltimore. He met his wife, Berenice, also from Honduras, and they have a daughter, now 5. Eventually he brought over his son, 17.

Maynor Suazo Sandoval, right, with his wife, Berenice, and their daughter, Alexa. (Family photo)


Their life in Maryland was anchored by his grit and optimism. Although getting by day-to-day was harder -- there were nights working on a bridge in the cold and harassment from past employers -- it also meant he could better support his family, the one in Maryland and the one he had left behind in Honduras.
"He was always so happy to be able to share what little he was able to make over there in the United States," Guardado said. "Everyone else always came first."
His ties to home never frayed, Guardado said.
He called and video-chatted for every baptism and wedding and could often be seen shedding tears of joy. On birthdays, he would buy cakes for faraway relatives. When someone got sick, he would help pay for medicine.
A lifelong fan of the soccer team F.C. Motagua, he followed every match he could, dressed in his dark blue jersey. He sent money to Azacualpa to support a youth soccer league, helping to purchase jerseys not just for his relatives, but also for plenty of others, and he worked with Guardado to open up a hotel in town.
"We're distraught. We're hurt. It's the kind of tragic death you never imagine," he said. "Living so far away, there's only so much you can do."
Suazo Sandoval's mother, an otherwise healthy 80-year-old named Emerita, has been fainting and losing consciousness since she first heard the news Tuesday morning. Family members in Maryland have been in touch with the Honduran Consulate to receive updates.
Luna's family has also been searching for answers.
Marvin Luna, his son, said he knew his father was on the Key Bridge overnight but did not learn it had collapsed until friends called him and said, "The bridge is ... gone."
Marvin Luna then called his father, who had worked for the construction company for about 15 years, but no one answered.
On Tuesday evening, not long before officials would say the six men, including Miguel Luna, were presumed dead, his family was at home in Glen Burnie, Md., desperate for news.
"We're okay right now because we don't know yet, nothing about my dad," Marvin Luna said at the time. "But we still wait."
At a news conference Wednesday, Gustavo Torres, the executive director of the Latino and immigrant organization Casa, said he had been in touch with the families of Luna and Suazo Sandoval.
"Maynor and Miguel are just two stories, two specific examples of thousands and thousands of Baltimoreans that are making a contribution to this beautiful country," Torres said. "In a time when there is so much hatred against the immigrant community, we look to the quiet leadership of Maynor and Miguel and appreciate how they uphold our society so that Americans can live comfortably."
Guardado said that his uncle, Suazo Sandoval, who was undocumented, had been in touch with lawyers to eventually try to obtain citizenship and be able to see his family in Honduras.
"The kind of work he did is what people born in the U.S. won't do," he said. "People like him travel there with a dream. They don't want to break anything or take anything. It's the only opportunity he had."
The United States "opened many doors for him," he said, "but he always wanted to return to his country."
Even if it was in a casket, Guardado said, he prayed that could happen.
Maria Luisa Paul, Danny Nguyen and Scott Dance contributed to this report.
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Rebuilding Baltimore's Key Bridge will likely take years, experts say
The original construction took five years and cost $316 million in today's dollars.
By Tom Jackman, Emily Davies, Lori Aratani | 2024-03-27

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg on March 27 outlined the federal response after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key bridge in Baltimore.


Rebuilding the Francis Scott Key Bridge over the Patapsco River will probably take years and cost hundreds of millions of dollars, experts said Wednesday. But the shipping channel from the Port of Baltimore, a major economic engine for the city, could be cleared in months.
Federal officials also reiterated their pledges to support the effort.
"We still don't fully know the condition of the portions of the bridge that are still standing or of infrastructure that is below the surface of the water," Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said at the White House. "So rebuilding will not be quick or easy or cheap, but we will get it done."
Buttigieg declined to provide a timeline either for clearing the shipping channel or rebuilding the bridge. He also noted that there is a difference of opinion on whether a bridge can be built to take a blow from a 100-million-ton freighter like the one that felled the Key Bridge.
The comments came as agencies worked to recover the bodies of six construction workers who died after the bridge collapsed and investigators for the first time boarded the ship that struck the well-traveled span.
The container ship Dali, apparently suffering a power failure, directly struck one of the piers of the 47-year-old bridge at 1:28 a.m. Tuesday. Quick action by officers with the Maryland Transportation Authority police in the minute immediately before the collision stopped traffic from entering the bridge and saved numerous lives, officials said. But there was no time to warn a construction crew working on the middle of the 1.6-mile span.
Two workers were rescued, but six were presumed dead. On Wednesday, officials said two bodies were recovered from the water.
Hours after Tuesday's incident, President Biden pledged that the federal government would foot the bill to reopen the port and rebuild the bridge, which state officials said carried more than 30,000 vehicles a day. On Wednesday, Rep. David Trone (D-Md.), a member of the House Appropriations Committee, said lawmakers were exploring the use of "quick release" emergency relief funds to aid in the effort.
Coast Guard Vice Admiral Peter Gautier, who spoke at the White House alongside Buttigieg, said the Coast Guard's "highest priority now is restoring the waterway for shipping." Part of that work, he said, includes stabilizing the Dali and removing it from the Patapsco. He said the Army Corps of Engineers was moving aggressively to conduct underwater surveys and mitigate any pollution threat, noting the ship contained more than 1.5 million gallons of oil and 4,700 cargo containers, 56 of which contained hazardous materials.
Another possible complication, Gautier said, is that the bow of the Dali "is sitting on the bottom [of the river] because of the weight of the bridge debris on there." Gautier said there was no sign of flooding or damage to the ship below the waterline.
Benjamin W. Schafer, professor of civil and systems engineering at Johns Hopkins University, said it could take months to remove debris and reopen the channel. "There is, certainly that technology for moving the steel out as quickly as possible."
Andy Winkler, director of the housing and infrastructure project at the Bipartisan Policy Center, said state and federal emergency declarations could help speed the rebuilding process by allowing officials to waive rules and regulations around competitive bidding and competition rules that can sometimes slow large infrastructure projects.
An effort to rebuild a collapsed section of Interstate 95 in Philadelphia in 2023 was originally expected to take months. Instead, it took 12 days in part because officials were able to speed up the bureaucracy, including fast-tracking the permitting process after Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) signed a disaster declaration within 24 hours after the collapse.
Winkler said Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) has taken a similar action, which could help speed the process of building a replacement bridge.
Even so, efforts to replace the Key Bridge will probably prove more challenging given that it is a structure that also spans a major shipping lane said Winkler, who estimated the cost will be well into the hundreds of millions if not more. As for how long it would take to build a replacement, Winkler said it was too early to predict given that there is likely to be debate around what a new structure should look like.
"Does the bridge need to be higher? Do there need to be additional kinds of fortifications to prevent something like this from happening in the future?" Winkler said. "Any dramatic change to the structure of the bridge or design would open it up to more stringent environmental review."
Some experts said it's unlikely a new bridge could withstand the impact of a direct hit from a freighter, while others said it was possible. Some engineers called for an improved warning system in the channel that could more effectively evacuate people and stop traffic in the event of a runaway ship. And they warned residents to brace for a protracted process.
The original Key Bridge took five years to build in the 1970s. Schafer noted that it took seven years to rebuild the Sunshine Skyway Bridge over Tampa Bay, which collapsed after being struck by a freighter in 1980.
"I've lived through quite a few civil infrastructure projects," Schafer said, "and they're rarely less than 10 years. So I think that's what we're looking at." He added: "The price tags never seem to be out of the hundreds of millions these days. So I'd be shocked if we're not at least in that hundreds of millions of dollars." When the bridge opened in 1977, it cost $60.3 million, which is equivalent to $316 million today.
Atorod Azizinamini, a civil engineering professor at the Florida International University who specializes in structural and bridge engineering, said it is possible for Baltimore to see a new Key Bridge within 21/2 years. He described that as a breakneck speed compared with the standard timetable for building similar bridges, which could take as long as a decade from conception to execution.
"Things could go very fast here because everyone knows the world is watching," Azizinamini said.
The professor, who also directs a center of bridge engineering professionals, said there is typically an order of operations to bridge construction involving environmental impact analyses, permits, design, contracting, fabrication and construction. That process could take several years, and the funding for it is most crucial -- and often most time-consuming. In the case of the Key Bridge, Biden's pledge of federal dollars could shave years off the project, Azizinamini said.
As the new bridge is designed, experts said planners should examine ways to prevent future collisions. Azizinamini said he noticed structural vulnerabilities in the Key Bridge when watching videos of its collapse. He said the piers were not as protected as they should have been.
"This was an accident waiting to happen if you don't protect the columns of support from a ship," he said. "And in this case, it happened."
Azizinamini said he expects to see new guidance from the National Transportation Safety Board recommending that engineers reexamine older bridges and build new protecting structures if needed.
Some states are building protection systems around vital bridges. Last year, officials from a joint New Jersey and Delaware bridge authority announced work on eight 80-foot-wide stone-filled cylinders designed to protect the Delaware Memorial Bridge. The existing protection for the bridge tower piers dates to 1951.
"Today's tankers and ships are bigger and faster than those of the 1950s and 1960s," the officials said in a statement announcing the nearly $93 million project.
After the Sunshine Skyway Bridge collapse, which killed 35 people, stronger national standards including protection from errant ships  were adopted for bridges in the years that followed, safety experts said.
Some believe engineering measures can be performed to protect such a bridge. Sherif El-Tawil, a professor of civil and environmental engineering at the University of Michigan with expertise in bridges, said that if the Key Bridge had been built after those updated standards from the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials were put in place, the span could still be standing.
When the Key Bridge was constructed in the 1970s, transportation planners considered building a tunnel on the route where the bridge was built. But hazardous materials aren't allowed in tunnels, and the Key Bridge was the main route for carrying them around and through Baltimore, said Rachel Sangree, a professor in civil and systems engineering at Johns Hopkins.
"So my expectation is we will rebuild a bridge," Sangree said. "But will it be in the exact same place and form, and everything? It'll be an open question of what we're trying to do. And will a bridge be big enough to accommodate these ships? Yes, certainly. But there is a real challenge here with the scale of these cargo ships; they are still going to be similar in scale to the bridge. And we will need to put in a more robust system so that a strike like that doesn't happen again."
Michael Laris contributed to this report.
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Two women shot at Fairfax County day-care center, police say
A man involved in a dispute with his wife, who works at the center, fired three rounds through the closed front door. None of the 70 children inside were injured.
By Olivia Diaz | 2024-03-28

(iStock) 


A man involved in a dispute with his wife fired shots Wednesday through the front door of a Northern Virginia day-care facility with 70 children inside, wounding his wife and another woman, police said.
Fairfax County police arrested Julio Pascual Sejas, 41, of Arlington County. They said the women's wounds were not considered life-threatening. No one else was hurt in the shooting, which occurred at West Springfield KinderCare, a preschool and day-care center in the 8500 block of Bauer Drive.
"The children were not within sight of this event," Deputy Police Chief Brooke Wright said, adding: "It doesn't appear that any of the kids have any indication that anything even happened here today. They were jovial. They were taken out side doors. They didn't even see, or appear to see, the broken front door."
Police said they received a call about the shooting at 2:14 p.m. Wright said Sejas went to the day-care center, where his wife works, and asked to speak with her. He then fired three shots through the closed front door after his spouse refused to let him in, striking her and the other woman, Wright said. He fled in a black SUV.
Police obtained an arrest warrant charging Sejas with two counts of aggravated malicious wounding, two counts of felony firearm use and three counts of shooting into a school. They said he was taken into custody about 6:40 p.m. after an hours-long search.
The victims were being treated at a hospital late Wednesday afternoon, Wright said. She said police did not immediately know the nature of the dispute between Sejas and his wife or whether there is a history of domestic violence involving the couple.
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D.C. woman charged with murder while presumed victim remains missing
Lashawn Washington, charged in an indictment with killing Chyna Crawford, pleaded not guilty and was ordered detained; Crawford disappeared in October.
By Keith L. Alexander | 2024-03-27

A photo of Chyna Crawford, who has been missing since October, in Silver Spring, Md. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


A 32-year-old D.C. woman was arrested on a murder charge Wednesday in a homicide investigation centered on another woman who disappeared in October and remains missing, authorities said.
A grand jury in D.C. Superior Court indicted Lashawn Washington, of Southeast Washington, on charges of first-degree murder, kidnapping and obstruction of justice involving the case of Chyna Crawford, 25, who was reported missing Oct. 26. Crawford's family members and friends posted fliers around the District asking people to contact police if they had any information on her whereabouts.
Nearly 30 members of Crawford's family filled three rows of a courtroom in Superior Court as Washington made her initial appearance Wednesday. She pleaded not guilty and was ordered detained.
A month after Crawford vanished, D.C. police upgraded the case from a missing-person inquiry and assigned senior homicide detectives to investigate, even though there was no clear evidence at the time that Crawford had been killed.

Crawford's mother, Elisa, tears up as she discusses the possible fate of her daughter in November. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Prosecutors and detectives eventually presented evidence to the grand jury, which returned the indictment. No publicly available charging documents, which usually contain details of the evidence in a case, have been filed in court. Based on the charges, however, prosecutors appear to suspect that Crawford was killed in the course of a kidnapping, robbery or attempted robbery.
She was last seen in the 1600 block of Good Hope Road SE, authorities said.
Derrick Crawford, a brother of the missing woman, said he had known nothing about Washington before his sister's disappearance. But afterward, he said, Washington posted on social media that "I miss my friend" and "I hope she comes home soon."
Derrick Crawford and his mother, Elisa Crawford, sat in the courtroom as several deputy U.S. marshals ushered Washington before Magistrate Judge Heide Herrmann, who ordered Washington to be held in D.C. jail until her next hearing April 5.
Washington's attorney, Jesse Winograd, entered the plea of not guilty on her behalf. Court officials said Washington was also charged with being a fugitive from justice in Virginia, where she is wanted in a larceny case.
Interest in the missing woman prompted about 700 people to watch the hearing via a video feed, Herrmann said. Court officials cut off the video feed to the public after viewers began posting comments and taking photographs of the courtroom and posting them on social media, the judge said.
After the hearing, Crawford's brother said he had been hoping his sister would be found alive. He had talked about her in the present tense. But when detectives told him that they were charging Washington with murder, "I realized then she was no longer with us," he said.
Elisa Crawford, standing next to her son outside the courtroom, said she was happy about the arrest, which brought "some closure to my daughter's case."
"I'm sad," she said. "But this is confirmation that my daughter is dead and someone is being held responsible."
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PM Update: Showers redevelop tonight, with raindrops lingering Thursday
We're in a bit of a lull much of the evening. Patchy fog may also form overnight. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-03-27
Rain was on the widespread side for a while today, which helped keep temperatures toward the lower end of forecast. Highs around 50 are about 10 degrees below average for the date. More cool and clammy conditions are ahead tonight and tomorrow. A low pressure area developing on a passing frontal zone is set to keep the weather on the wet side, especially as one heads east across the region.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: A couple showers dot the area at times this evening, but it's generally something of a lull compared to earlier. Patchy fog develops into the night and new rounds of showers or light rain are increasingly likely, approaching and especially after midnight. Temperatures don't move far during the night, maybe downward a couple degrees most spots. Mainly mid- and upper 40s for lows. Winds blow lightly out of the north and northeast.

Additional rainfall forecast 8 p.m. this evening through 8 p.m. Thursday. (weatherbell.com)


View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Showers and patchy fog are probably ongoing in the morning. Light rain or widespread showers can last much of the day, particularly east of Interstate 95 before tapering in the afternoon or evening. Another half inch or more is possible locally before it ends, with less west and more east. Highs range from near 50 to the mid-50s. Winds blow from the northwest near 10 mph with gusts around 20 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Rain (so far): Much of the immediate area picked up between a quarter and three-quarters of an inch of rain in the first batch of showers and rain today, with a focus near and east of Interstate 95 and much less for far western suburbs. Dulles picked up 0.28 inches, while Washington tallied 0.66 inches. Baltimore's total stands at 0.74 inches.
Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email in-box? Subscribe here.
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Caps, Wizards will stay in D.C. under deal announced by Bowser, Leonsis
Under the terms of the deal, D.C. will spend $515 million over three years to help Leonsis modernize the arena and he will sign a new lease keeping the teams in D.C. for 25 more years.
By Jonathan O'Connell, Teo Armus, Gregory S. Schneider, Michael Brice-Saddler, Meagan Flynn | 2024-03-28

Mayor Muriel Bowser and Ted Leonsis, owner of the Washington Capitals and Wizards, announced on March 27 that the teams will stay in D.C. until 2050.


D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and Ted Leonsis, owner of the Wizards and Capitals, signed a deal Wednesday that -- if approved by the D.C. Council -- would keep the teams in downtown D.C. until 2050, abruptly ending the owner's planned move to Virginia.
Under the terms of the deal, D.C. will spend $515 million over three years to help Leonsis modernize the arena, and Leonsis  will sign a new lease keeping the teams in D.C. for 25 more years.
The agreement includes other provisions that address some of Leonsis's concerns about the state of downtown, which has struggled to recover from the pandemic, and allow his company, Monumental Sports & Entertainment, to expand in the city.
Among the provisions to which the two sides have tentatively agreed, D.C. would allow Leonsis to take over the Gallery Place retail center, assume management of the Mystics home arena in Southeast D.C., utilize parking at some District-owned buildings for Monumental employees, keep a minimum number of police officers downtown and plan for a new future downtown practice facility for the Wizards.
The agreement marks a sharp change in plans for Leonsis, who three months ago joined Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) to announce a handshake agreement to build a new arena in the Potomac Yard area of Alexandria as part of a $2.2 billion mixed-use development. Although the Virginia House of Delegates gave the idea initial approval, the proposal never passed the Senate, thanks chiefly to a powerful Democratic senator who opposed it, and was left out of the state's budget.
In a joint interview with The Washington Post on Wednesday, the mayor and owner said they had stayed in regular touch since Leonsis's announcement in Virginia.
"We appreciated our discussions about how we could grow together," Bowser said. She said after Leonsis's announcement that he planned to leave "it became very clear about how our community feels about our teams."
Leonsis said a number of moves made by Bowser and the council, including the formation of a plan to revive downtown and the council's passage of a new crime bill, gave him greater confidence that he could comfortably grow and expand his business in the District.
The billionaire owner credited the mayor with continuing to make progress on improving the business climate downtown. He said after one of his meetings with her, "all of a sudden I really felt like we were in this together and that D.C. -- it's where I wanted to be."
A deal in D.C. will not be complete without approval by the 13-member D.C. Council. But in December, members of the council unanimously signed on to legislation offering Leonsis $500 million in upgrades over three years, closely mirroring the terms Leonsis and Bower described Wednesday. And Bowser and Leonsis were flanked by numerous members of the council at a news conference Wednesday evening announcing the deal.
Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said he anticipated the $515 million legislation will easily pass the council on an emergency basis on Tuesday. Though the city is in the middle of a difficult budget year, he stressed that the money is coming out of the capital budget, not the operating budget, which is where the city is strapped.
The two sides will also have to come to terms on a more detailed development agreement outlining each side's responsibilities for making sure the renovation project is completed.
Leonsis emailed Monumental employees and partners Wednesday afternoon explaining additional details of the agreement, among them that there would be no streatery along Sixth Street -- which takes up a lane of car traffic -- F Street south of the arena could close to cars for up to two hours before games, there would be a new ride-share zone for fans and there would be better management around the arena.
The Wizards now practice at the arena in Southeast where the Mystics play. In his email Leonsis mentioned Gallery Place, U Street and the RFK Stadium site as locations under consideration for the possible new practice facility.
Leonsis said in the interview that since he announced plans to move to Virginia, Bowser and the council had focused more keenly on the issues he cared about. And Bowser constantly kept in touch.
The relationship between Bowser and Leonsis has not always been an easy one. Leonsis has long lamented crime and other nuisances outside the arena, as well as the conditions within, suggesting the District had not invested enough in needed renovations. Last year, Leonsis asked for $600 million in public funding for major renovations at Capital One. And Bowser has also been pursuing a deal to build a new stadium for the Washington Commanders, who now play in Landover, sometimes leading Leonsis to question whether his teams were being prioritized by the District.
Meanwhile, Bowser had alluded to the possibility of suing Monumental over its effort to leave the city before its lease ended in 2047, and D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) in a letter last week laid out the city's position that relocating the teams before that would amount to a legal breach -- a position with which Monumental had disagreed.
He said he told the Virginia governor earlier Wednesday about his plans to stay in D.C. He declined to go into detail about what went wrong with his aborted effort to build a Virginia arena but said: "My experience was that I had a better experience on the business side in D.C. than I just did in Virginia which was really, really surprising and eye-opening."
Bowser said she shared many of Leonsis's priorities for growing downtown and that there had always been an understanding between the two of them that District and the company had enjoyed a mutually beneficial relationship.
"I have to say in this process, what's clear is that Ted is an active owner, he cares about the arena, he cares about the surrounding community," she said.

Alexandria Mayor Justin Wilson, left, shakes hands with Monumental Sports & Entertainment executive Ted Leonsis while Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin gives Leonsis a pat on the back at the announcement of the Potomac Yard arena proposal in Alexandria, Va., on Dec. 13. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


Youngkin released a written statement Wednesday afternoon in which he hailed the lost promise of a "one-of-a-kind project" that he said would have brought thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in revenue to the state.
"Virginians deserve better," he said. Enormous economic potential "just went up in smoke. ... This should have been our deal and our opportunity, all the General Assembly had to do was say: 'thank you, Monumental, for wanting to come to Virginia and create $12 billion of economic investment. Let's work it out.' But no, personal and political agendas drove away" the deal.
Youngkin thanked Leonsis, Monumental, the city of Alexandria and developer JBG Smith, all of whom he said had shown "professionalism, belief in Virginia and fortitude. Congratulations to Monumental for striking a great deal, I'm sorry you won't be in Virginia."
JBG Smith chief executive Matt Kelly said in a statement Wednesday that the deal was "derailed largely due to partisan politics."
"To say we are disappointed is an understatement," Kelly wrote.
Shortly before the announcement Wednesday, the city of Alexandria said it stopped negotiations around the proposal to bring the Washington Wizards and Capitals to a new arena at Potomac Yard.
"We are disappointed that this proposal was not able to be thoughtfully considered on its merits by legislators, stakeholders and ultimately now by our community," Alexandria Mayor Justin M. Wilson (D) said in a video statement released Wednesday afternoon. "Instead we got caught up in partisan warfare in Richmond."
He said the city would turn its focus to other efforts to bring "quality commercial opportunities" to the city. Alexandria is facing stagnant revenue growth that he said was straining to meet the rising costs of funding city services, Wilson added.
The Potomac Yard plan surprised fans and prompted an outcry from D.C. residents and business owners worried about the potential loss of an economic engine that brings nearly 2 million visitors per year to Chinatown, an area that has lately struggled with empty storefronts, office vacancies and crime.
While Youngkin quickly struck a rapport with Leonsis as the two put a deal together over the summer and fall of 2023, he never managed to build a solid base of support in the General Assembly -- particularly among Democrats who rose to power after claiming majorities in both House of Delegates and Senate in last fall's elections.
Shortly before announcing the arena plan in December, Youngkin presented it to a Major Employment and Investment commission made up of leading lawmakers. Charged with reviewing major economic development initiatives that might require state incentives, the bipartisan group voted unanimously for Youngkin to pursue the deal with Monumental.
But the commission was still made up of old General Assembly leadership, and some of the newly ascendant figures were not there -- most notably the incoming Senate Finance and Appropriations chairwoman L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth).
Lucas would prove to be a formidable foe of the project, saying it was a giveaway to a billionaire that put state finances at risk. She never docketed a Senate bill to set up the sports and entertainment authority necessary to oversee the arena project, and she stripped arena language from the state budget.
When Leonsis belatedly met with Lucas in early March, they hit it off. But by then it was too late to save a project that never claimed enough support among other lawmakers -- of either party -- to overcome Lucas's determined opposition.
"As Monumental announces today they are staying in Washington DC we are celebrating in Virginia that we avoided the Monumental Disaster! Thank you to everyone who stood with us in this fight!" Lucas tweeted Wednesday afternoon. The plan also suffered from opposition in Alexandria, where neighbors of the proposed arena expressed worries about the impacts on traffic, parking and transportation. And labor unions came out against the plan, dealing it another blow.
The General Assembly adjourned March 9 having snubbed the arena, and Democratic leaders rebuffed Youngkin's attempts to revive it ahead of a routine April 17 legislative session for considering vetoes and amendments proposed by the governor.
"After a lot of conversations about this thing over long period time and a lot of hype ... I think it probably worked out for the best at the end of the day," Virginia House Speaker Don L. Scott Jr. (D-Portsmouth) said in an interview.
Scott said lawmakers tried to do their "due diligence" on the deal, looking into whether the finances would be a good deal for the state. Scott had expressed interest in the project and voted for the initial bill that moved it forward. But he faulted Youngkin for not keeping legislators of both parties in the loop as the deal took shape.
"It was probably not a good idea to give legislators a take it or leave it, already-done deal that they can't kick the tires on and look under the hood on before voting," Scott said. "The deal was too big to be done in the shadows."
Schneider reported from Richmond. Laura Vozzella in Richmond contributed to this report.
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Six people presumed dead after Baltimore Key Bridge collapses, Coast Guard says
The Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore collapsed after being hit by a freighter. Emergency rescuers removed two people from the water and are looking for others. 
By Martin Weil, Andrew Jeong, Ellen Francis, Peter Hermann, Katie Mettler, Justin Wm. Moyer, Anumita Kaur, Praveena Somasundaram, Erin Cox, Kelsey Ables, Jennifer Hassan, Scott Dance, Maria Luisa Paul, Ian Duncan, Ben Brasch, Tim Craig, Katie Shepherd, Jasmine Hilton, Teo Armus, Jon Swaine, Joyce Lee, Jacob Bogage, Washington Post staff, Antonio Olivo, Gregory S. Schneider, Danny Nguyen, Joy Sung, Michael Laris, Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Sarah Cahlan, Emily Davies, Taylor Lorenz, Hannah Sampson, Joel Achenbach, Julia Ledur, Carolyn  Van Houten , Justin Jouvenal, Morgan Coates, Laris Karklis, Maria Sacchetti, Jason Samenow, Naomi Schanen, Jackson Barton, Rebecca Tan, Adela Suliman, Toluse Olorunnipa, Chiqui Esteban, Helier Cheung, Dan Diamond | 2024-03-27
A major bridge in Baltimore collapsed after being hit by a freighter about 1:30 a.m. Tuesday, sending at least eight people from a construction crew into the water as a large section of the bridge crashed into the Patapsco River. Six people were presumed dead Tuesday evening, authorities announced as they shifted from a search and rescue operation to a recovery effort. The container ship lost power moments before it struck the Francis Scott Key Bridge, Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) said at a news conference.
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The Nationals have rebuilt from within. That won't be enough.
The rebuilding Nationals have remained cautious, but that needs to change, and soon.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-03-28

Cade Cavalli and other prospects are coming for the Nationals, who have finished last in the NL East four years in a row. (Saul Martinez/for The Washington Post )


There is a symbolism to Josiah Gray taking the ball as the Washington Nationals open their season Thursday in Cincinnati. The past is the past. The World Series championship no longer informs this team; it was five long years ago, and its heroes will have scant impact on this roster. What matters is not only identifying and developing the players who could be part of the next contender -- Gray fits there -- but figuring out the holes and aggressively filling them next offseason.
Put another way: The last time the Nats' Opening Day starter was someone other than Stephen Strasburg, Max Scherzer or Patrick Corbin -- key World Series cogs -- was 2011. Back then, Livan Hernandez took the ball in his second stint in Washington. Back then, contending seemed somewhere between a pipe dream and pure fiction, and the holes were everywhere.
But what else did that team have? A 26-year-old third baseman who had already been an all-star in Ryan Zimmerman. A 25-year-old shortstop who would become an all-star in Ian Desmond. A 23-year-old catcher who would also become an all-star in Wilson Ramos. And two members of the starting rotation -- 24-year-old Jordan Zimmermann and 22-year-old Strasburg -- who would also become all-stars (though Strasburg was out for most of the season after Tommy John surgery).
Oh, and a $126 million free agent outfielder who represented a commitment to contend in Jayson Werth.
Past is not necessarily prologue, of course. But it's not crazy to look at that blueprint and apply it to these Nats -- for whom Gray (26) and MacKenzie Gore (25) front the rotation, Keibert Ruiz (25) is locked up as the catcher, and CJ Abrams (23) may be ready to further break out as the shortstop. Plus, they have minor leaguers expected to pound on the door this summer, if not sooner. Can a team that went from 55 wins -- and the pain of trading Juan Soto -- in 2022 to 71 wins last season take another step?
"It's an exciting time where you made a little progress from two years ago to last year," General Manager Mike Rizzo said during spring training. "But it's still not acceptable. I hope we take another positive step this year, and a positive step will be not only the prospects playing better and the young kids playing better -- and seeing a few of the prospects get to the big leagues -- but winning more games. That's important."
What would help in that regard pretty darn soon: the signing that corresponds to Werth's acquisition all those years ago.
The focus for these Nationals -- coming off four straight last-place finishes in the National League East -- has been the players on the way more than the players on the team. That cycle must end now. Internally, the Nationals believed the offseason that just ended was too soon to spend, because even if they think this developing core will be the foundation of a contender, that's not going to happen this summer.
But if prudence ruled the day headed into 2024, it can't be a factor headed into 2025. Mark Lerner, the club's managing principal owner, said this spring that the team is no longer for sale. (Left unsaid: unless someone blows us out of the water with an offer.)
No longer for sale can't mean going through another year in which the major offseason additions are strikeout machine Joey Gallo for one year and $5 million and utility man Nick Senzel for a year and $2 million. That gets the Nats to a payroll that ranks 26th out of 30, according to Spotrac. A season or two of that kind of frugality can be overlooked if the focus is on the prospects. From this point forward, it's unacceptable.
Here's why: As excited as the Nationals are about their talent in the minors -- and they are -- you can't fill out a lineup consisting completely of homegrown players. Those players have to be the primary elements of the infrastructure. But they must also be supplemented, and soon.
It's tempting to look at what the Nats -- potentially -- have on the way and try to construct a lineup completely from within. If Ruiz is the catcher for years to come -- and he has to make progress offensively and defensively for that to be the case -- and Abrams has already arrived as the shortstop, couldn't you just plug 2021 first-round draft pick Brady House in at third, swing 2023 second-round pick Yohandy Morales over to first, let the versatile Trey Liscomb beat out Luis Garcia Jr. -- who's down to his last chance -- at second and field an outfield of James Wood (who's coming fast), 2023 No. 2 pick Dylan Crews and Robert Hassell III?
Plug some combination of Cade Cavalli, Jackson Rutledge, DJ Herz, Cole Henry and Jake Bennett into the rotation alongside Gray and Gore, convert 103-mph right-hander Jarlin Susana into a closer and -- presto! -- a contender built completely from within.
It doesn't work that way. Yes, the Nats from a dozen years ago became competitive because of their young, homegrown players -- including Bryce Harper, who arrived in 2012, when the club won its first division title. But they also traded for lefty Gio Gonzalez, who became a fixture in the rotation. They traded for Doug Fister, an important rotation piece on a division winner in 2014. They signed Scherzer for $210 million, and he won two Cy Youngs and was six times an all-star for them.
And the 2019 World Series champs were littered with heroes who were free agents (Howie Kendrick, Corbin, Asdrubal Cabrera, Anibal Sanchez) or trade acquisitions (Daniel Hudson, Sean Doolittle, Yan Gomes, etc.).
There's a way for the 2024 Nationals to be exciting even if they're not winners, and Gray's appearance as the Opening Day starter is an important step toward that. If Wood, Crews, Lipscomb and others arrive on South Capitol Street, that will be another step.
But the steps to completing this rebuild can't come exclusively from within. This season will be about identifying the remaining needs so they can be filled -- whatever the cost -- headed into the future.
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Could CJ Abrams turn his strong second half into something more?
CJ Abrams arrived in Washington in 2022 as part of the Juan Soto trade and has had an up-and-down tenure as a National.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-03-28

CJ Abrams (and his necklace) now have a growing following. (Saul Martinez for The Washington Post) 


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. -- When the Washington Nationals' buses arrived in Williamsport, Pa., for the Little League Classic last August, fans congregated near the parking lot to watch the team's march into the stadium.
There, two young boys with baseballs in their hands found an opening along the fence. And soon, one of them lit up.
"There he is! There he is!" the boy said as he stretched on his tip toes and patted his friend's shoulder. "There's the dreads! There's the dreads!"
He had spotted Nationals shortstop CJ Abrams, who had just stepped off the bus. And he wasn't alone. Another kid stopped Abrams as he walked from the buses to tell Abrams he liked his drip. Many Nationals coaches and staff would note that day how kids swarmed around Abrams, who was surprised himself.
"All you saw was a smile from cheek to cheek," third base coach Ricky Gutierrez said last year. "He even said, 'I see what Michael Jordan feels like.' I said, 'Okay, so you don't mind being the face of the team?' "
Abrams is one of the most recognizable players on Washington's rebuilding roster. He is part of a young core that includes catcher Keibert Ruiz, right-hander Josiah Gray and lefty MacKenzie Gore, a group tasked with leading the Nationals into a new era. Keeping that core together would certainly help them sustain success, if they find it.
The 23-year-old, who arrived in Washington in 2022 as part of the Juan Soto trade, has had an up-and-down tenure as a National but enters the 2024 season after a solid spring. His 2023 campaign had a rocky start -- including three errors on Opening Day. As the months rolled by, he was inconsistent but at times electrifying, and as fall approached, he showed flashes of the player the Nationals hoped he could be. Abrams won't be a free agent for several years -- not until after the 2028 season. But now, as baseball begins anew, it's okay to wonder: Could Abrams commit to a long-term future in Washington? And would Washington commit to him?
"Thoughts arise, but you got to stay focused," Abrams said. "Whenever it happens, it happens. Just take care of business and the task at hand."

CJ Abrams arrived in Washington in 2022 as part of the Juan Soto trade. (Nick Cammett for The Washington Post) 


Last season, when the Nationals were visiting the Bronx to face the New York Yankees, a kid stood near Washington's dugout with an alien chain like the one Abrams wears, hoping to trade it for one of his bats. The moment came amid his second-half emergence at the plate. That series was bookended by Abrams's go-ahead homer in the opener and another blast in the finale.
The Abrams of the second half was confident and self-assured -- that wasn't consistently the case in the first. Before the all-star break, Abrams chased pitches out of the zone 37.2 percent of the time, according to TruMedia -- specifically balls low and away. He also swung at balls too far on the inside part of the plate, got jammed and grounded out weakly.
Defensively, his inconsistent mechanics resulted in errant throws early in the season. He didn't have a solid pregame routine. And when he would make a mistake, Gutierrez said last year, he looked "like a deer in headlights."
"I got a little hard on myself when things didn't go my way," Abrams said. "Something I want to do personally, and get better at, is staying levelheaded."
Then Manager Dave Martinez moved Abrams to the top of the order before the all-star break. And in July, he hit .327 with a .891 OPS. Perhaps more significantly, he chased 29.8 percent that month and 32.6 percent in the season's second half, according to TruMedia. He hit 11 of his 18 home runs in the second half, struck out at a lower rate and walked at a higher rate, though his walks were well below league average.
"With that comes a lot of responsibility," hitting coach Darnell Coles said of batting leadoff. "You have to control the strike zone. You have to put yourself in position to get on base so that the guy behind you has an easier at-bat. So CJ's done that, but also he can impact the game with one swing."
Abrams stole 33 bases in the second half, more than any player in baseball. Coaches raved about his pregame work, which started to pay off during games. His throws were on target and he was smoother defensively, specifically fielding balls hit to his glove side.
But July was the only month when Abrams's batting average was above .250. And he has to prove he can maintain plate discipline and his defense for a full season. It was evident at spring training that he believes he can. And as his confidence has grown, Abrams -- who has always a bit reserved, at least around reporters -- has been more willing to show his personality.
He would make his teammates laugh and take part in clubhouse chatter. He was at times goofy, such as the day he pretended to tackle first base coach Gerardo Parra, or when he ran around with his arms stretched wide like an airplane when his team won the cabbage relay, an annual rite of spring for the Nationals.
"The more time I spend with everybody, the more comfortable I am," Abrams said. "I can feel it, for sure. I'm sure people can see it as well."
Abrams's progression is a welcome sight for the Nationals, who have only signed three players to significant deals before they reached free agency: Ryan Zimmerman (in 2009 and 2012), Stephen Strasburg (2016) and Keibert Ruiz.
Ruiz's deal -- an eight-year, $50 million contract -- came in March 2023 as the switch-hitting catcher entered his second full season with the Nationals. It felt like a notable moment for Washington, which in recent years saw MVP outfielder Bryce Harper depart for Philadelphia and several stars -- Trea Turner, Max Scherzer, Soto -- traded amid the rebuild.
Gore, who will start the home opener for Washington; Dylan Crews, the No. 2 pick in the 2023 draft; and prospect James Wood, who impressed at spring training, are represented by Scott Boras, who typically advises players to maximize their value via free agency. Abrams is not, which could present something of an opportunity. Long-term deals can be difficult to pull off and there's always risk for both the player, who might be leaving money on the table, and the team, which must trust that the player will develop into the star it hopes he can be.
A helpful comparison to Abrams's situation might be that of Bobby Witt Jr., the Kansas City Royals shortstop who signed an 11-year, $288.8 million contract extension this offseason. Here's how the stats from their first full years in the majors line up:
Witt, in 2022: .254 batting average, .294 on-base percentage and .428 slugging percentage with 20 home runs in 632 plate appearances, a 102 OPS+, 30 stolen bases and 2.3 FanGraphs Wins Above Replacement.
Abrams, in 2023: .245 batting average, .300 on-base percentage and .412 slugging percentage, with 18 home runs in 614 plate appearances, a 95 OPS+, 47 stolen bases and 2.1 FanGraphs WAR.
The comparison is helpful to a point. Witt finished 2023 with 5.7 fWAR to go with 30 home runs, 11 triples and 49 stolen bases -- a difficult year for anyone to replicate.
Ezequiel Tovar, a 22-year-old shortstop for the Colorado Rockies, signed a seven-year, $63.5 million extension this week, which provides another comparison. Tovar, like Abrams, was a top-100 prospect who played his first full season in the majors last year. He had 1.6 WAR per FanGraphs; Abrams posted 2.1.
Abrams is the better offensive player (95 OPS+ vs. Tovar's 77), but Tovar is better defensively (16 outs above average compared to Abrams' minus-9).
Abrams, who plays such a pivotal position, is still relatively inexperienced, which is why his development should be viewed with patience as he enters his third MLB season. This is an important year for the Nationals and their shortstop. If his play continues to elevate, he could raise his value, too.
"I think that last year," Coles said, "was just the start of something special."
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Caps, Wizards will stay in D.C. under deal announced by Bowser, Leonsis
Under the terms of the deal, D.C. will spend $515 million over three years to help Leonsis modernize the arena and he will sign a new lease keeping the teams in D.C. for 25 more years.
By Jonathan O'Connell, Teo Armus, Gregory S. Schneider, Michael Brice-Saddler, Meagan Flynn | 2024-03-28

Mayor Muriel Bowser and Ted Leonsis, owner of the Washington Capitals and Wizards, announced on March 27 that the teams will stay in D.C. until 2050.


D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and Ted Leonsis, owner of the Wizards and Capitals, signed a deal Wednesday that -- if approved by the D.C. Council -- would keep the teams in downtown D.C. until 2050, abruptly ending the owner's planned move to Virginia.
Under the terms of the deal, D.C. will spend $515 million over three years to help Leonsis modernize the arena, and Leonsis  will sign a new lease keeping the teams in D.C. for 25 more years.
The agreement includes other provisions that address some of Leonsis's concerns about the state of downtown, which has struggled to recover from the pandemic, and allow his company, Monumental Sports & Entertainment, to expand in the city.
Among the provisions to which the two sides have tentatively agreed, D.C. would allow Leonsis to take over the Gallery Place retail center, assume management of the Mystics home arena in Southeast D.C., utilize parking at some District-owned buildings for Monumental employees, keep a minimum number of police officers downtown and plan for a new future downtown practice facility for the Wizards.
The agreement marks a sharp change in plans for Leonsis, who three months ago joined Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) to announce a handshake agreement to build a new arena in the Potomac Yard area of Alexandria as part of a $2.2 billion mixed-use development. Although the Virginia House of Delegates gave the idea initial approval, the proposal never passed the Senate, thanks chiefly to a powerful Democratic senator who opposed it, and was left out of the state's budget.
In a joint interview with The Washington Post on Wednesday, the mayor and owner said they had stayed in regular touch since Leonsis's announcement in Virginia.
"We appreciated our discussions about how we could grow together," Bowser said. She said after Leonsis's announcement that he planned to leave "it became very clear about how our community feels about our teams."
Leonsis said a number of moves made by Bowser and the council, including the formation of a plan to revive downtown and the council's passage of a new crime bill, gave him greater confidence that he could comfortably grow and expand his business in the District.
The billionaire owner credited the mayor with continuing to make progress on improving the business climate downtown. He said after one of his meetings with her, "all of a sudden I really felt like we were in this together and that D.C. -- it's where I wanted to be."
A deal in D.C. will not be complete without approval by the 13-member D.C. Council. But in December, members of the council unanimously signed on to legislation offering Leonsis $500 million in upgrades over three years, closely mirroring the terms Leonsis and Bower described Wednesday. And Bowser and Leonsis were flanked by numerous members of the council at a news conference Wednesday evening announcing the deal.
Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said he anticipated the $515 million legislation will easily pass the council on an emergency basis on Tuesday. Though the city is in the middle of a difficult budget year, he stressed that the money is coming out of the capital budget, not the operating budget, which is where the city is strapped.
The two sides will also have to come to terms on a more detailed development agreement outlining each side's responsibilities for making sure the renovation project is completed.
Leonsis emailed Monumental employees and partners Wednesday afternoon explaining additional details of the agreement, among them that there would be no streatery along Sixth Street -- which takes up a lane of car traffic -- F Street south of the arena could close to cars for up to two hours before games, there would be a new ride-share zone for fans and there would be better management around the arena.
The Wizards now practice at the arena in Southeast where the Mystics play. In his email Leonsis mentioned Gallery Place, U Street and the RFK Stadium site as locations under consideration for the possible new practice facility.
Leonsis said in the interview that since he announced plans to move to Virginia, Bowser and the council had focused more keenly on the issues he cared about. And Bowser constantly kept in touch.
The relationship between Bowser and Leonsis has not always been an easy one. Leonsis has long lamented crime and other nuisances outside the arena, as well as the conditions within, suggesting the District had not invested enough in needed renovations. Last year, Leonsis asked for $600 million in public funding for major renovations at Capital One. And Bowser has also been pursuing a deal to build a new stadium for the Washington Commanders, who now play in Landover, sometimes leading Leonsis to question whether his teams were being prioritized by the District.
Meanwhile, Bowser had alluded to the possibility of suing Monumental over its effort to leave the city before its lease ended in 2047, and D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) in a letter last week laid out the city's position that relocating the teams before that would amount to a legal breach -- a position with which Monumental had disagreed.
He said he told the Virginia governor earlier Wednesday about his plans to stay in D.C. He declined to go into detail about what went wrong with his aborted effort to build a Virginia arena but said: "My experience was that I had a better experience on the business side in D.C. than I just did in Virginia which was really, really surprising and eye-opening."
Bowser said she shared many of Leonsis's priorities for growing downtown and that there had always been an understanding between the two of them that District and the company had enjoyed a mutually beneficial relationship.
"I have to say in this process, what's clear is that Ted is an active owner, he cares about the arena, he cares about the surrounding community," she said.

Alexandria Mayor Justin Wilson, left, shakes hands with Monumental Sports & Entertainment executive Ted Leonsis while Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin gives Leonsis a pat on the back at the announcement of the Potomac Yard arena proposal in Alexandria, Va., on Dec. 13. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


Youngkin released a written statement Wednesday afternoon in which he hailed the lost promise of a "one-of-a-kind project" that he said would have brought thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in revenue to the state.
"Virginians deserve better," he said. Enormous economic potential "just went up in smoke. ... This should have been our deal and our opportunity, all the General Assembly had to do was say: 'thank you, Monumental, for wanting to come to Virginia and create $12 billion of economic investment. Let's work it out.' But no, personal and political agendas drove away" the deal.
Youngkin thanked Leonsis, Monumental, the city of Alexandria and developer JBG Smith, all of whom he said had shown "professionalism, belief in Virginia and fortitude. Congratulations to Monumental for striking a great deal, I'm sorry you won't be in Virginia."
JBG Smith chief executive Matt Kelly said in a statement Wednesday that the deal was "derailed largely due to partisan politics."
"To say we are disappointed is an understatement," Kelly wrote.
Shortly before the announcement Wednesday, the city of Alexandria said it stopped negotiations around the proposal to bring the Washington Wizards and Capitals to a new arena at Potomac Yard.
"We are disappointed that this proposal was not able to be thoughtfully considered on its merits by legislators, stakeholders and ultimately now by our community," Alexandria Mayor Justin M. Wilson (D) said in a video statement released Wednesday afternoon. "Instead we got caught up in partisan warfare in Richmond."
He said the city would turn its focus to other efforts to bring "quality commercial opportunities" to the city. Alexandria is facing stagnant revenue growth that he said was straining to meet the rising costs of funding city services, Wilson added.
The Potomac Yard plan surprised fans and prompted an outcry from D.C. residents and business owners worried about the potential loss of an economic engine that brings nearly 2 million visitors per year to Chinatown, an area that has lately struggled with empty storefronts, office vacancies and crime.
While Youngkin quickly struck a rapport with Leonsis as the two put a deal together over the summer and fall of 2023, he never managed to build a solid base of support in the General Assembly -- particularly among Democrats who rose to power after claiming majorities in both House of Delegates and Senate in last fall's elections.
Shortly before announcing the arena plan in December, Youngkin presented it to a Major Employment and Investment commission made up of leading lawmakers. Charged with reviewing major economic development initiatives that might require state incentives, the bipartisan group voted unanimously for Youngkin to pursue the deal with Monumental.
But the commission was still made up of old General Assembly leadership, and some of the newly ascendant figures were not there -- most notably the incoming Senate Finance and Appropriations chairwoman L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth).
Lucas would prove to be a formidable foe of the project, saying it was a giveaway to a billionaire that put state finances at risk. She never docketed a Senate bill to set up the sports and entertainment authority necessary to oversee the arena project, and she stripped arena language from the state budget.
When Leonsis belatedly met with Lucas in early March, they hit it off. But by then it was too late to save a project that never claimed enough support among other lawmakers -- of either party -- to overcome Lucas's determined opposition.
"As Monumental announces today they are staying in Washington DC we are celebrating in Virginia that we avoided the Monumental Disaster! Thank you to everyone who stood with us in this fight!" Lucas tweeted Wednesday afternoon. The plan also suffered from opposition in Alexandria, where neighbors of the proposed arena expressed worries about the impacts on traffic, parking and transportation. And labor unions came out against the plan, dealing it another blow.
The General Assembly adjourned March 9 having snubbed the arena, and Democratic leaders rebuffed Youngkin's attempts to revive it ahead of a routine April 17 legislative session for considering vetoes and amendments proposed by the governor.
"After a lot of conversations about this thing over long period time and a lot of hype ... I think it probably worked out for the best at the end of the day," Virginia House Speaker Don L. Scott Jr. (D-Portsmouth) said in an interview.
Scott said lawmakers tried to do their "due diligence" on the deal, looking into whether the finances would be a good deal for the state. Scott had expressed interest in the project and voted for the initial bill that moved it forward. But he faulted Youngkin for not keeping legislators of both parties in the loop as the deal took shape.
"It was probably not a good idea to give legislators a take it or leave it, already-done deal that they can't kick the tires on and look under the hood on before voting," Scott said. "The deal was too big to be done in the shadows."
Schneider reported from Richmond. Laura Vozzella in Richmond contributed to this report.
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'How it's supposed to be': Fans embrace deal to keep Wizards, Caps in D.C.
Before the Wizards' three-game winning streak came to a halt, fans had their say about the deal to keep the Wizards and Capitals in D.C. Most seemed pleased.
By Ava Wallace, Meagan Flynn | 2024-03-28

Outside Capital One Arena on Wednesday night, demonstrators against the construction of a new arena in Virginia enjoyed something of a victory lap. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


A cold, rainy evening with the struggling Brooklyn Nets in town to play the Washington Wizards meant the early-bird crowd outside Capital One Arena on Wednesday was meager. There was a school tour group and a few families lined up outside the box office, but one cluster stood out: a collection of Alexandria residents who fiercely opposed the proposal of Monumental Sports & Entertainment CEO Ted Leonsis and Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) to construct a new arena for the Wizards and Capitals in Potomac Yard.
No rain could dampen their enthusiasm at the news that D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and Leonsis signed a deal that would keep the teams in downtown D.C. until 2050 once the agreement receives expected approval from the D.C. Council. Some of them stood outside the arena's F Street entrance letting unaware fans know.
"They're staying here! The arena deal's off!" one of the Alexandria residents yelled to a man whose face was painted half red and half blue. "Oh, thank God!" the man responded.
That face-painted man shared the sentiment with fans who gathered inside to witness the Wizards' 122-119 overtime loss. Relief was the dominant reaction.
"We really, really don't want to go into Virginia," lifelong fan and native Washingtonian Ashley Littlejohn said, laughing, during the first quarter.
Littlejohn and her husband, Timothy, have been attending Wizards, Capitals and Commanders games since the then-Bullets played in Landover, at US Airways Arena, which stopped housing the team in 1997 and was demolished in 2002. Their joy at Wednesday's news echoed that of most fans who were pleased to be spared the drive to Northern Virginia.
As Landover residents, the Littlejohns usually drive to Wizards and Capitals games but enjoy the option of taking Metro to a centrally located stop. A rush-hour commute to an already congested area in Alexandria was less than appealing for the couple, who see firsthand the kind of day-altering traffic a sports arena creates because they live near the Commanders' stadium.

Mayor Muriel Bowser and Ted Leonsis, owner of the Washington Capitals and Wizards, announced on March 27 that the teams will stay in D.C. until 2050.


Plus, there's something to be said for tradition.
"This is my team -- Wizards, Capitals, Commanders. You don't want to change what you've been doing your whole life," Timothy Littlejohn said. "It feels like this is how it's supposed to be."
Virginia residents Michael Dean and Sachiko Adams similarly relish the feeling of driving in from the suburbs to see a Wizards game. Dean and Adams are first-year season ticket holders and, despite the Wizards' 14-59 record, already re-upped for 2024-25 in part because they enjoy the experience surrounding the games in addition to the action on the court.
"We know we're not competitive -- we like the players, we like the culture, we like the experience," Dean said. "The ceremony of coming downtown, picking out where we're going to eat beforehand and all that. And getting into Virginia at this time is tough on a normal day."
Traffic was a concern for the Alexandria residents opposing the arena, too. They had spent the past few months lobbying against the billion-dollar proposal in Potomac Yard, rattled that taxpayers could be picking up the tab.
"The teams should stay in the District of Columbia -- it was wrong to try to bring them to Virginia, fundamentally," said Andrew Macdonald, the former vice mayor of Alexandria and co-founder of Stop the Arena.
He said the group spent plenty of time in Richmond bringing concerns to lawmakers about the "downside risks" -- and while he points to Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth), the chief blockade against the arena in the General Assembly, as the group's champion, Macdonald said he felt its voice made a difference.
Shannon Curtis, who lives in the Del Ray neighborhood of Alexandria, said she hoped there were "lessons learned" for lawmakers about how to approach such a major deal.
She called community engagement "anemic" as residents felt backroom dealing shaped the arena proposal rather than transparent public meetings. "I hope this is a very important lesson in how to treat your voters, your residents, and how not to do politics around these arenas," Curtis said.
The news also prompted Timothy Littlejohn to think more broadly about the politics surrounding the region's arenas -- especially after Bowser noted at an afternoon news conference that the Wizards are looking to build a new practice facility in the District.
Leonsis, in an email he sent to Monumental employees and partners Wednesday, mentioned Gallery Place, U Street and the RFK Stadium site as locations under consideration for the facility. Bowser said at the news conference that the WNBA's Mystics and the Capital City Go-Go, the Wizards' G League affiliate, would remain at Entertainment and Sports Arena in Southeast.
What, Timothy Littlejohn thought, might that mean for the NFL team that plays in his neighborhood?
"My only thing is if this affects the Commanders moving into town," he said. "Are we using up so much public money trying to keep the Wizards that we end up losing out on the Commanders? That's just something I've been thinking about."
On the court, the Wizards' three-game winning streak ended with an overtime loss despite Jordan Poole's season-high 38 points. Poole started his seventh straight game at point guard in place of Tyus Jones (back) and rattled off 14 points in the fourth quarter to force overtime.
Corey Kispert (15 points) missed what would have been the game-tying free throw with 13 seconds to go before Dennis Schroder extended the Nets' lead at the free throw line.
Kyle Kuzma added 24 points and 10 assists with no turnovers for the Wizards while coming back from a shoulder injury.

Brooklyn Nets guard Dennis Schroder handles the ball in front of Wizards forward Anthony Gill during the second half. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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San Diego State wants revenge against Connecticut. Good luck. 
In a rematch of last season's national title game, San Diego State will get another shot at top overall seed Connecticut in the NCAA tournament's Sweet 16.
By Adam Kilgore | 2024-03-28

Micah Parrish and San Diego State lost to Connecticut in the national championship game last year. The teams will meet again Thursday in the Sweet 16. (David J. Phillip/AP)


BOSTON -- Elijah Saunders strode onto the TD Garden floor Wednesday morning a few minutes past 10, or about 7 a.m. back home in San Diego. Saunders, a sophomore forward, gazed at the rafters and all the March Madness logos and shouted, "Okay!" He carried a speaker to midcourt, synced it to his phone and played the opening notes before an NCAA official asked him to cut the music.
"Ooohwee!" Saunders hollered, rubbing his hands together as he prepared for San Diego State's last practice before the Sweet 16.
The fifth-seeded Aztecs have made themselves at home in the NCAA tournament, having advanced to the national title game last year and plowed through UAB and Yale last weekend. They flew across the country this week as a burgeoning national college basketball force, only to find the team that has loomed over their season and menaced their memories.
For viewers, Thursday's East Region semifinal will provide a rematch of last year's national championship game. For San Diego State, it provides the scariest chore in men's college basketball: facing down the Connecticut Huskies. San Diego State is the latest team to walk into the maw of U-Conn. during the NCAA tournament and the first to answer a formidable question: Does knowing what you're getting into make it better or worse?
In the past two NCAA tournaments, the top-seeded Huskies have turned a capricious enterprise into an exercise of inevitability. They have won eight consecutive tournament games by at least 13 points with an average margin of 22. They last trailed in the second half of an NCAA tournament game with 19:45 left during the first round last year against Iona, which the Huskies eventually dispatched by 24 points. Coach Dan Hurley openly refers to his team as "bulletproof."
Connecticut's grandest triumph came at the expense of San Diego State. On the first Monday in April last year, Connecticut dominated the Aztecs, 76-59, inside a Houston football stadium. San Diego State will see the Huskies again at a venerable gym in Boston, a continent away from their campus and a bus ride away from Connecticut's.
"Every loss hurts you," senior guard Lamont Butler said. "We have a chance to have our revenge. Our goal is to get back to the championship game, and we got to go through U-Conn. to do it."
The Aztecs still have not watched the entire title game together. They watched a few clips this week in preparation, and players said they remained analytical as they studied it. "There's no emotions to it," Butler said.
San Diego State took an early 10-6 lead, then didn't score for more than six minutes and didn't make a field goal for more than 11 minutes, at which point it trailed by 11. The Aztecs sliced their deficit to five with less than six minutes left, but the game was never really in doubt -- they did not possess the ball within two scores in the final 29 minutes. The Aztecs, bothered by U-Conn.'s length, shot 32 percent.
Both teams have changed over the past year. Connecticut lost three starters to the NBA, and players responsible for 48 of their 76 points in the national title game graduated, transferred or turned professional. Freshman Stephon Castle and Rutgers transfer Cam Spencer, who plays in the fiery image of his coach, have formed with Tristen Newton a potent backcourt that scores prolifically and shares willingly.
By the standards of college basketball in 2024, the Aztecs have endured minor personnel turnover. Butler and fellow senior guard Darrion Trammell are the lone returning starters, and they lost forward Keshad Johnson to Arizona. But six of their top eight scorers played on last year's national runner-up, including one who turned into a third-team all-American.
Jaedon LeDee scored seven points in 18 minutes off the bench against Connecticut last April. As a fifth-year senior, LeDee emerged as one of the best players in the country, averaging 21.5 points (to go with 8.4 rebounds) with muscular interior moves and a feathery midrange touch. He has the shoulders of an NBA power forward, if not an NFL defensive lineman.
"I thought he was going to be what he is now last year," Saunders said. "Everybody knew how dominant he was in practice. We had so many good players, so much experience and age, Jaedon couldn't just play his game. But this season, he's been able to play freely. I knew this was coming, for sure."
San Diego State players gathered on Selection Sunday and saw U-Conn.'s name pop up as the top overall seed. They immediately recognized the possible rematch when their name surfaced minutes later as the No. 5 seed in the East Region. "We saw the matchup would eventually lead here," Saunders said. "Definitely, we were thinking about it."

San Diego State players practiced in Boston on Wednesday ahead of their Sweet 16 game Thursday against top-seeded Connecticut. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images)


The Aztecs immediately embraced the depth of the challenge. Minutes after they dispatched Yale on Sunday, Coach Brian Dutcher cast SDSU as not only an underdog but an underdog in an adverse arena. "We're heading on the road to play a road game against U-Conn. in Boston," he said.
One reporter suggested to Dutcher that his players, faced with a daunting opponent, appeared impervious to intimidation.
"That's the beauty of being young," Dutcher said, laughing. "I'll be intimidated. But I'll get 'em ready to play."
"It could have been U-Conn. It could have been Kentucky," LeDee said. "It could have been Boy or Girl Scouts. It doesn't matter. Being here in this position, it's a blessing for us to be together and have fun and enjoy this game together."
San Diego State's challenges range from 7-foot-2 U-Conn. center Donovan Clingan to projected lottery pick Castle to geography. The Aztecs won the last game of the opening weekend in Spokane, Wash., on Sunday night. They arrived back home at 7 a.m. Monday and got to practice by 3:30 p.m. They practiced again Tuesday morning before boarding a cross-country flight at noon, landing in Boston around 9 p.m. -- some 13 hours before they practiced and met the media at TD Garden.
U-Conn., meanwhile, will attempt to turn Boston into "Storrs North," Hurley said. The 33-3 Huskies also played in front of a favorable crowd in Brooklyn last weekend, and Hurley is not about to apologize for it.
"This wasn't some gift by the committee to try to make it as easy as possible for us," Hurley said. "We've earned our position. We've manifested Brooklyn to Boston since really April, since last year when we won the championship."
Two of Connecticut's three losses this season came in conference play, which suggests familiarity is a required ingredient for an upset. "We'll be more prepared this time," Butler said.
But the ball movement and skill U-Conn. presents may not be replicable. At practice Wednesday, the Aztecs drilled pick-and-roll defense as scout-team players mimicked U-Conn.'s stars. Reserve wing Jay Pal walled off a drive and contested a shot, an apparently strong defensive challenge. Watching from past the three-point line, Dutcher halted the drill.
"Jay Pal!" Dutcher shouted. "Those are going to be dunks."
The Aztecs, though, understand how to achieve the improbable: They toppled No. 1 overall seed Alabama last year in the Sweet 16, a game several players referenced even more often than last year's title game.
"Everybody thinks the number one seed is going to run through the whole tournament," Saunders said. "But we think we're just as good as this team we're about to play."
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The unprecedented power of Shohei Ohtani
Even the brightest stars of this baseball generation are afterthoughts when Shohei Ohtani is around.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-03-28
SEOUL -- A few hours before the Los Angeles Dodgers took the field at Gocheok Sky Dome in South Korea, first baseman Freddie Freeman was crouched in front of the team's dugout, doing fielding drills.
No cameramen elbowed for a shot. No reporters jostled to get a view. Freeman -- a former MVP, one of the best players of his era and a probable future Hall of Famer -- was easily accessible, right there in plain sight, chatting with coaches and whoever got near. But mostly, everyone left him alone.
Instead, cameramen and photographers started to assemble a few yards away, near the end of the Dodgers' dugout. It would be an hour or so before more players were expected to jog out for batting practice, and Shohei Ohtani, MLB's towering sensation, rarely takes batting practice on the field, so there was no guarantee he would emerge for pregame warmups at all. But earlier that day, a bombshell scandal involving his longtime interpreter and allegations of gambling and theft sent the sports world reeling. So they waited anyway.

Ohtani and the Dodgers opened their season in Seoul this year. They will face the St. Louis Cardinals on Thursday. (Joshua Mellin for The Washington Post) 


Given the chance to film a future Hall of Famer honing his craft or the chance to get even a second of footage of Ohtani, everyone chose the latter. When Mookie Betts, another former MVP, emerged and saw the camera-wielding crowd, he smiled. He knew they were not interested in him, another potential Hall of Famer, a player some would argue is the face of the sport other than ... well, you know.
Even the brightest stars of this baseball generation are afterthoughts when Shohei Ohtani is around.
Ohtani is unprecedented, on the field and off. The 29-year-old is the first player to pitch and hit in the majors regularly since Babe Ruth, but he does both at a time when skill levels are so high and training is so effective that it feels almost like an insult to call him Ruthian.
Since he came to MLB from Japan ahead of the 2018 season after a groundbreaking career in his home country's Nippon Professional Baseball, he has dispelled all notions that he could not pitch and hit in the majors, too. When healthy, he is an elite starting pitcher and slugger, a candidate to lead the league in strikeouts when he pitches and homers when he hits -- a player so good, and so extraordinary, that MLB created a new rule for him.
Ohtani has only been healthy enough to pitch and hit through a full MLB season twice. His 2023 campaign, in which he earned his second American League MVP award, ended early when he tore his ulnar collateral ligament and required surgery. It was his second elbow procedure, following the Tommy John surgery he underwent in 2018. When Ohtani hit free agency this offseason, he did so with every suitor knowing he is not expected to pitch in 2024 and will return with a twice-repaired elbow ligament, and all the uncertainty that would come with it. They bid anyway.
The Dodgers still made Ohtani the highest-paid player in the history of North American professional sports, committing the equivalent of $700 million in a massive, uniquely structured deal that relies heavily on deferred money. And when they did, they opened a new chapter of possibilities for Ohtani and the sport.
Until this year, Ohtani had spent his entire MLB career with the Los Angeles Angels, a franchise that has long played second fiddle to the Dodgers, their glamorous Southern California neighbors. The Angels never made the postseason during Ohtani's tenure, which means that though he was baseball's biggest name, he never had the chance to shine on its grandest stage.
The Dodgers did not commit to Ohtani solely because of the unprecedented value he can provide on the field. Chief executive Stan Kasten said that when the Dodgers normally consider giving a player a massive deal, they think of it in terms of how he will improve the team. The more he improves the team, the better the team will perform. The better the team performs, the greater the revenue.
But with Ohtani, Kasten said, the Dodgers also considered something bigger: off-field impact. Adding Ohtani to the most star-studded roster in the sport, one that draws Hollywood crowds, in a beloved ballpark for an iconic franchise felt to them as though it would create off-field value of an entirely different scale.
"We thought the combination of the Dodger brand, which is already prominent and prominent in the Far East, combining that with Shohei's profile, would be greater than the sum of its parts," said Kasten, who spoke by phone during spring training, before news of the scandal broke. "That judgment has proven to be accurate."

Media jostled to get a shot of Shohei Ohtani at the Los Angeles Dodgers game in Seoul on March 20, one day before the scandal involving his interpreter broke.


Shortly after 1 a.m. in Tokyo earlier this month, Ohtani posted a picture to his Instagram story. He was getting ready to board a flight to Seoul, standing alongside a woman who appeared to be his partner. Two weeks before that, Ohtani stunned fans by announcing he was married, and while Japanese internet sleuths had doggedly (and, as it turned out, accurately) pursued the identity of his wife, Ohtani had yet to confirm that information publicly.
So the picture of Ohtani and former Japanese basketball player Mamiko Tanaka jolted Japan to frenzied late-night life. Channel after channel spent time breaking down the news, using slow-motion zoom-ins on the picture alongside analysts analyzing -- well, Ohtani -- and graphics made just for the occasion.
By the morning commute, the picture was on the front pages of half a dozen sports tabloids already packed into racks at convenience stores across Tokyo. "Man posts picture with wife" does not normally qualify as a headline. But here, Ohtani is like the weather: Everything he does, big or small, is relevant, always. Everything he does, routine or unprecedented, becomes a daily part of cultural life in Japan.
Japan has had revered baseball stars before. Ichiro Suzuki was, and remains, a legend. Masahiro Tanaka, playing out his last capable years in NPB, has been a hero. Yu Darvish is considered Japanese baseball's treasured, sage uncle. But Ohtani has always been different, combining unprecedented baseball talent with unarguable good looks and a squeaky clean image that, until last week, was almost so pristine that it left no room for questions about whether it might be too good to be true.
Ohtani is everywhere in Japan, every swing documented on television, every endearing facial expression slowed down on the evening news. His face hovers over the famous Shibuya Crossing in Tokyo, projected there in an ad for Dip, an internet job agency that reported a rise in share prices after Ohtani became a brand ambassador last year. Ohtani cutouts stand alongside mattresses in Tokyo department stores. Black-and-white posed pictures of Ohtani wearing Seiko watches serve as full-page ads on the backs of magazines. According to Sportico, Ohtani will make roughly $65 million in endorsements in 2024, nine times the next-closest MLB player.

People walk past an advertisement with a picture of Shohei Ohtani in Tokyo on March 16.


In Omotesando, Tokyo's glitzy version of Fifth Avenue, banners featuring Ohtani, looking pensive in a black turtleneck against a purple backdrop, hang on street poles as shoppers walk by. The ads, for cosmetic company Kose, surround a pop-up shop devoted entirely to Ohtani. A few blocks up and around a corner, the New Balance store features a three-story video board featuring Ohtani smiling, tossing a ball and twirling a bat as passersby stopped to take selfies with a digital version of one of the country's biggest stars.
If the whole thing feels Swiftian, it is, though the analogy isn't perfect. But the parallels are there: When Ohtani announced his marriage in February, some fans posted TikToks of themselves weeping at the loss of their dream spouse, while many others simply posted videos in which they claimed to be his new wife -- in jest and in earnest. News channels devoted hours of coverage. One spent 178 minutes on Ohtani's marriage announcement -- which, remember, did not include any information about his bride -- according to Yahoo Japan.
In the aftermath of that news cycle, a new term emerged in Japanese online jargon, one that translated roughly to "Ohtani harassment." It referred to the feeling of being unable to escape the omnipresent superstar. But there is no escaping Ohtani now.

Ohtani is everywhere in Tokyo. (Shuji Kajiyama/AP Photo) 


Kasten has been a professional sports executive for decades. He ran an NBA team and an NHL team and more than one MLB team on his way to becoming CEO of the Dodgers in 2012. He knows what makes money in sports and what doesn't. And Shohei Ohtani makes money.
"There are very, very, very few players who move the needle economically all on their own, just because of their specific celebrity," Kasten said. "[Michael] Jordan was one, and there weren't a lot of others. There just aren't. But Shohei is one of those players."
The Dodgers accounted for that when they made their record-breaking investment in Ohtani, hoping -- as head of baseball operations Andrew Friedman put it at Ohtani's introductory news conference -- to "have baseball fans in Japan convert to Dodger blue." At the time, they had not yet signed right-hander Yoshinobu Yamamoto, who had spent his career in Japan but was available to MLB teams this offseason. Ohtani was the draw.
Fanatics, the company that produces MLB jerseys for players and fans, reported that more Ohtani jerseys sold in the 48 hours after his signing than any other player in the company's history. Ohtani more than doubled the previous record, set by soccer star Lionel Messi's move to Inter Miami. And in those 48 hours, Fanatics said it sold more Ohtani jerseys in Japan than all MLB team jerseys combined over the past two years.
The Dodgers will be highly visible on Japanese television screens, too. MLB has never struggled to find footing with Japanese audiences. Last year's World Baseball Classic, headlined by Ohtani, included four games that registered a household rating in the range of 42.5 to 48.7, according to league data, numbers that represent a percentage of households with TVs that watched the games.
MLB has broadcast agreements with nine Japanese media partners. Those deals allowed fans there to watch Ohtani's every on-field move with his former team, the Angels, according to an MLB spokesman, who said the league's ratings on Japanese broadcast behemoth NHK were the highest they had ever been last year, even when Ohtani missed the final month of the season. Anyone wanting to watch Ohtani play in Japan will be able to do so again this year, and that will not be new.
But revenue from all international broadcast agreements funnels into MLB's central revenue pool, meaning the Dodgers will not corner the Japanese television market. The same is true of MLB merchandise sold abroad: All revenue goes into the central fund. The Dodgers, beneficiaries of MLB's biggest broadcast deal and leaders in attendance even before they signed Ohtani, will therefore not feel his financial impact as much in those areas as one might expect.
"The one area we really looked at," Kasten said, "was sponsorships."
When the Dodgers, who open their stateside season against the visiting St. Louis Cardinals on Thursday, returned from Seoul to play their annual exhibitions against the Angels, Dodger Stadium included a few new ads. A Toyo Tires sign was visible behind home plate for every pitch, the product of a deal struck between the Dodgers and the Japan-based company in February. Daiso, a Japanese household goods company, cycled an ad behind home plate as Ohtani took his first home at-bat at the ballpark.
Kasten said the Dodgers will have new signs around the stadium and new promotions. And given that there is a limited amount of space and time for such things at Dodger Stadium and in a baseball season, the presence of new sponsors would suggest companies are now bidding more for that space than the franchise saw in the past.
"I'm just going to say yes," Kasten said when asked if it was fair to assume that the price of ad space at Dodger Stadium might be climbing. Then he laughed, as if to suggest he had employed more than a touch of understatement.
"Yes."

"There are very, very, very few players who move the needle economically all on their own, just because of their specific celebrity," Stan Kasten. "[Michael] Jordan was one, and there weren't a lot of others. There just aren't. But Shohei is one of those players." (Jae C. Hong/AP) 


Traffic was backed up at Chavez Ravine on Monday afternoon, according to those who sat in it. The Dodgers' exhibition game against the Angels did not start for six hours. The cars did not belong to fans. They belonged to reporters, dozens of them, arriving early for the most anticipated news conference of a baseball era.
The teams involved in that day's on-field proceedings happened to be those that have employed Ohtani and his former interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, which added to the drama of the day. But many of those reporters probably would have been there even if Ohtani wasn't breaking days of silence on the betting scandal that resulted in Mizuhara's firing and Ohtani's camp levying allegations of theft against the superstar's longtime friend.
Wherever he plays, whatever he does, Ohtani has always been surrounded by more reporters than the average athlete. A handful of Japanese outlets pay reporters and camera operators just to follow Ohtani, wherever he goes. American reporters flock to him, too, because no other baseball player stirs such widespread interest. For the Dodgers, a crush of reporters like this will soon be known as "Tuesday." And that is no surprise to them.
When the Dodgers signed Ohtani, they attached themselves to a baseball phenom who kept his private life so private that even Mike Trout, his former teammate, was stunned when Ohtani announced he was married. They agreed to become a de facto home base for a planet's worth of baseball media, even though they will struggle to find space for everyone in the vintage press box and workrooms at Dodger Stadium -- even though they still don't know where everyone will fit for news conferences in October if Ohtani finally gets his playoff chance, even though they've had to limit the number of reporters in their clubhouse because it grew so packed this spring.
Dodgers staffers are still not sure if the attention will ebb and flow, if mid-August afternoons will be as frenetic as these late March evenings, though they seem to assume they will be. Handling this, the attention and the logistics and the added security that Ohtani requires, is something they agreed to when they signed him. MLB has made a less explicit agreement in recent years, investing time and money and resources into building up and protecting the most lucrative star baseball has ever seen, believing the once-in-a-lifetime attention that comes with him will lead to unprecedented interest in the sport. That seemed like a safe assumption. Until last week, the only thing mortal about Ohtani was his right elbow.
But Monday, when the traffic cleared and those reporters squished into a news conference room that was too small to hold them, they did so because Ohtani was suddenly enveloped in questions about whether he, through longtime friend Mizuhara, might have some involvement with illegal sports betting.

Shohei Ohtani said March 25 that he's "very saddened and shocked" about interpreter Ippei Mizuhara's alleged theft in his first remarks on the accusations.


For the first time in his career, the eyes that follow Ohtani, the Dodgers and the league that made him its poster child were staring for less flattering reasons. For the first time, the need for "crisis PR" around Ohtani didn't mean having too many reporters for too few seats in the press box.
Ohtani vehemently denied betting on baseball and was thorough in outlining a timeline for the alleged theft that suggested he had no idea Mizuhara was stealing from him until the rest of the world did. But that story, and any others that might emerge, will follow Ohtani and the Dodgers from now on because unprecedented attention means unprecedented scrutiny. The Dodgers knew the risk they were taking when they committed so much to Ohtani. They decided it was worth it.
Julia Mio Inuma in Tokyo contributed to this report.
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Ted Leonsis's teams are staying in D.C., but his legacy remains in flux  
On Wednesday, the District of Columbia won. And for a few minutes, it didn't matter who brought us to this finish line.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-03-28

Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), left, can smile wide after helping keep the Capitals and Wizards in D.C. For Ted Leonsis, the situation is more complicated. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


This was a day to take the high road. For sports fans across D.C. to roar, then exhale. A day to beat our chests and scoff at that pile of dirt in Potomac Yard. And to forgive -- no one said a thing about forgetting -- and move forward, because the Washington Wizards and Capitals are remaining right where they belong.
Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and Ted Leonsis, the CEO of Monumental Sports & Entertainment and owner of the teams, finally made nice and agreed to keep the teams stationed inside Capital One Arena until 2050. Once the signed deal receives the expected approval of the D.C. Council, it officially ends Leonsis's courtship with Virginia, a plan that began behind closed doors but spectacularly failed for all to see, no matter how he tried to revise that history Wednesday.
So this was a day for legacies. The Virginia governor's took a blow. Bowser's puffed up like one of Glenn Youngkin's signature vests. Abe Pollin's was rescued. And as for Leonsis ...
What now? What to make of that man and his legacy?
Will he be remembered as the steadfast sports owner and applauded for remaining in the city?
Or will he be forever demonized as the suburban-minded CEO who tried to scheme and plot his way out of town?
This is why Wednesday, March 27, 2024, isn't the love fest that Bowser, the D.C. Council and Monumental might want it to be. No magic wand can abracadabra away these past three months of secret deals, public disses, false claims and hurt feelings. Too much has already been said, too many propaganda pieces have already been produced to make us forget that Leonsis had a wandering eye and lustful heart for another city -- and that he really, really wanted to leave D.C.
Rather, this date should reflect only the latest twist in the two-decade saga featuring Leonsis as the owner of the city's professional basketball and hockey teams.
Legacies often aren't linear. They take a circuitous path. One day, you're a raven-haired tech mogul with a minority team stake, looking around an empty MCI Center and envisioning how on earth are you going to fill all those seats? Then almost 20 years go by, and you're standing on the ice inside an arena in the desert, a little older, a lot grayer and savoring a celebration that, at times, only you had the guts to predict.
"It makes it taste better," Leonsis said in June 2018, following the Capitals' Stanley Cup-clinching win over the Vegas Golden Knights. "It's much, much sweeter to go through all of the pain and suffering to get to the top of the mountain. That's the way life is. That's the way great businesses get built. It's never easy."
If only the story could have ended there -- with a fan base and a city high on dopamine from witnessing the breakthrough of breakthroughs, and a team owner revered as the chief supplier of this glee. Leonsis would have been the bigshot who brought Michael Jordan to town. The idealist who attempted to bring the Olympics, too. The executive willing to make Ovi a lifer and the advocate who ushered in an era of female empowerment at Monumental, with women throughout ownership, management and basketball operations. The beloved sports owner who dreamed, swung big and ultimately, won.
If only the story had ended there ...
The ellipsis, however, means there's a continuation. Leonsis will never just be the sports owner who stayed. His legacy has too many ugly spots. Twists and turns. Scratches from the whiplash of being the visionary turned villain. It's not a rise and fall -- just the way life plays out when your grandiose ambitions outweigh reality.
That's why Sunday, when the same man who brought the Cup to D.C. appeared on the arena video board to congratulate T.J. Oshie for playing his 1,000th game, light boos greeted him. This was an afternoon game, so imagine how a nighttime crowd would have unleashed the fury for real.
Booing Leonsis at a Capitals game might have seemed unthinkable in June 2018. In March 2024, it was the only acceptable response.
As for Bowser, she's an elected official and not a commissioner of a sports league. Her job is to steward the city, so her legacy should reflect issues that matter in a municipality, such as education, affordable housing, youth violence, the opioid crisis, on and on. However, because sports can galvanize people, giving a city an identity, this day will be remembered for Bowser as well.
Good for her and her legacy. She won't end up as the mayor who lost two teams at once -- and for that, Bowser should award the key to the city to Virginia Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth). That powder keg of a politician, Lucas deserves a bouquet of yellow lilies in perpetuity for saving two of the city's teams. Lucas may care only for her Virginia constituents and probably only stepped up as the one-woman roadblock to the "Glenn Dome" because of party-line animus for Youngkin, Leonsis's partner in the now-dead deal. But petty politics never looked so pleasant. God bless you, Sen. Lucas, and your delight in humbling a haughty governor and breaking a billionaire's heart.
But this was a day to cheer again.
This was a day for the city.
The teams are staying in D.C., where they should be. Capital One Arena will remain as the city's centerpiece, rather than the abandoned paperweight it could have been without the Caps and Wizards as full-time tenants. We no longer have to entertain the worst fears of the Chinatown/Gallery Place neighborhood descending into a Scooby-Doo ghost town. The neighborhood that surrounds the arena might recover after all, even if the transformation needs time and patience. There's still much to be done to make downtown D.C. the alluring destination every major metropolitan city should have, but that work would have been next to impossible had the Monumental Sports & Entertainment economic engine bolted for Alexandria.
So, the next time you're downtown, raise a glass for Lucas and for Pollin at Clyde's, or Rocket Bar, or Irish Channel. And while you're at it, toast the city.
On Wednesday, the District of Columbia won. Ted Leonsis? His legacy is still to be determined.
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Nationals predictions for 2024: Lots of losses as young prospects arrive
Washington improved its win total by 16 games last season. Another huge bump this year is unlikely. 
By Scott Allen | 2024-03-28

James Wood will open the season in the minors. (Nick Cammett for The Washington Post)


The Nationals won 71 games last season, a 16-win improvement over 2022, when they lost a team record 107 games and finished with the worst record in baseball. With most of the players who contributed to last year's gains back and a bevy of prospects on the cusp of the big leagues, it would be natural to expect Dave Martinez's squad to creep even closer to .500 in 2024. But while there are a number of reasons to be excited about the Nationals on Opening Day, virtually no one outside the organization is predicting another significant bump in the win column, let alone a postseason berth for the first time since 2019.
The outlook on Opening Day might be different had the Nationals been more active in free agency, but their biggest offseason acquisitions were slugger Joey Gallo, who hit. 177 with the Twins in 2023, Nick Senzel and Eddie Rosario. Last year's overachieving squad, which went 28-21 in one-run games, benefited from some luck. Based on their run differential (minus-145), the Nationals were expected to finish with 67 wins, and according to the BaseRuns metric -- a measure of how many runs a team should have scored or allowed given its offensive and defensive performance -- Washington's expected win total was 63. The bottom line: Progress of the rebuild might not be reflected in the standings this season.
Here's a look at Nationals-specific predictions from various outlets on Opening Day:
Baseball Prospectus
BP's proprietary PECOTA system forecasts 59 wins for Washington. In 100,000 simulations of the 2024 season using PECOTA, the Nationals didn't finish first in the NL East once. The only other specific outcomes that didn't occur at least once were the Rockies winning the division and the Braves and Dodgers finishing last in their divisions. In one simulation, Washington finished in a four-way tie for second place in the National League East with 75 wins. In another, the Nationals finished 29-133, which would be the worst full-season record since the Pittsburgh Alleghenys finished 23-113 in 1890.
ESPN
The Nationals were not among the eight NL teams that ESPN's panel of 26 writers, analysts and editors picked to make the playoffs. Washington's parkway rival, the Orioles, received 22 votes to win the AL East and four votes to win the World Series, nine fewer than the Braves.
MLB.com
At least one of the site's panel of 88 voters picked the Nationals to earn a wild-card spot. (The Rockies and Marlins were the only teams that no one predicted would make the postseason.) Outfield prospect James Wood, who will open the season in the minors after a strong spring training, received at least one vote for NL rookie of the year, and in his bold predictions piece, Anthony Castrovince predicts Patrick Corbin will bolster his trade value by being named to the all-star team.
MLB Network
Brian Kenny predicts Wood will win NL rookie of the year. "Everything I saw of him in spring training, I liked, and his minor league pedigree is incredible," Kenny said.
The Athletic
Former Nationals General Manager Jim Bowden predicts Washington will call up Wood and Dylan Crews, the No. 2 pick in last year's draft, in the first half of the season and both will enjoy standout rookie years. "The Nationals won't be good, but they should be interesting," writes Keith Law, who forecasts 65 wins. Nationals fans rank 18th in Stephen J. Nesbitt's Hope-O-Meter rankings, which are based on a survey of fan optimism. That's up from 28th (5.6 percent optimism) in 2022 and 27th (12 percent) last year. Orioles fans, whose team begins its AL East title defense with a new owner in David Rubenstein, are baseball's most optimistic ahead of Opening Day. Washington is 27th in the Athletic's preseason power rankings.
CBS Sports
Five out of six members of CBS's MLB staff predict the Nationals will finish last in the NL East. Washington opens the season 27th in Matt Snyder's power rankings. Mike Axisa boldly predicts that CJ Abrams will lead MLB in steals.
FanGraphs
FanGraphs predicts the Nationals will win 66 games, three more than the Rockies, and average an MLB-worst 4.27 runs per game. One of Ben Clemens's bold predictions is that former Nationals right-hander Erick Fedde, who signed a two-year deal with the White Sox after dominating in Korea last season, will make the All-Star Game and receive Cy Young votes.
The Ringer
The Nationals are 28th in Zach Kram's preseason power rankings. Kram notes that Corbin could become the first pitcher in MLB history with four consecutive seasons of 30-plus starts and an ERA of 5.00 or greater. (Corbin could also become the first NL pitcher to lead the league in losses in four straight seasons. Former Washington Senators right-hander Pedro Ramos did it in the AL from 1958 to 1961.)
Nats Chat podcast
MASN's Mark Zuckerman predicts a five-win improvement from last season. Co-host Al Galdi is even more optimistic, forecasting an 82-80 record -- the same as Martinez's first year as manager in 2018. "I still think that there are a lot of questions with the bigger picture -- ownership, the front office, the ability to draft and develop well -- but what's undeniable is that there is a lot of young talent in this organization now," Galdi said. "... If Wood and Crews and [Brady] House can hit the ground running, if [MacKenzie] Gore can have that step-forward season, if Abrams can take another step, this could be an exciting, promising team this year."
Bustin' Loose Baseball podcast
Hosts Grant Paulsen and Tobi Altizer both predict the Nationals will go over the oddsmakers' win total of 66.5 wins, but neither expects Washington to win more than 70 games. "I think that next year is the time when they can take that next step in terms of wins and losses," Altizer said.
Local media
Zuckerman compiled predictions for MASN from eight local media members, including The Washington Post's Andrew Golden, Chelsea Janes and Spencer Nusbaum. Only two predict Washington will finish last in the NL East, and the group's predicted win total for Washington ranges from 66 to 80.
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In the new UFL, the D.C. Defenders have 'unfinished business'
After the XFL-USFL merger, the Defenders' mission remains the same: to bring a spring football championship to D.C.
By Jake Russell | 2024-03-28

The D.C. Defenders return to play this weekend in the newly formed UFL. They play their home games at Audi Field, pictured here in 2020. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


When the D.C. Defenders last took the field 10 months ago, their opponents stood amid a storm of confetti at the Alamodome while XFL owners Dany Garcia and Dwayne Johnson presented them with the league's championship trophy.
In a 35-26 upset, the 5-6 Arlington Renegades toppled the Defenders, a 10-1 juggernaut.
"It was a huge learning experience," said the Defenders' Reggie Barlow, the 2023 XFL coach of the year. "I think our team obviously learned from it and hopefully has grown from it. ... No matter how many games you win during the regular season, when it's tournament time, it's down to the tournament, and you've got to be able to compete and get stops, get turnovers and not turn it over, and we just didn't have it that day."
Quarterback Jordan Ta'amu, the XFL's offensive player of the year last season, said though it hurt to enter the offseason having come up short, it's time to turn the page and focus on the opportunities ahead -- starting Sunday at the San Antonio Brahmas in the season opener at the Alamodome in the newly formed United Football League.
"The past is the past," Ta'amu said. "We kind of made that known, that, 'Hey, everything we did last year, that's a wash.' It doesn't mean anything now going into the new league with the UFL. There's new teams, new players, new coaches everywhere, so we're just going to have a fresh start and see where it goes."
Safety D.J. Swearinger agreed, saying the loss left a bad taste in the players' mouths but hasn't caused the Defenders to dwell all offseason.
"We haven't been harping on it," he said. "We've got a brand new slate, a brand new team. But we still have even more hunger to just get back where we left off and finish the unfinished business."
The path back to a championship game will look different. The UFL is a merger of the XFL and the USFL, which led to the contraction of eight teams and a dispersal draft of players from those clubs. While many prominent players returned to the Defenders, that draft and NFL opportunities significantly altered the roster.
D.C.'s offense will once again heavily feature Ta'amu, who has new backups Deondre Francois and Jalan McClendon, but the running back and wide receiver rooms have undergone dramatic changes.
This month, 2023 XFL rushing champion Abram Smith tore an ACL in practice. Now, the running game will rely on a combination of Cam'Ron Harris, Pooka Williams Jr. and Darius Hagans. The Defenders also lost their top three receivers -- Lucky Jackson and Chris Blair to the NFL and Josh Hammond to retirement -- but added three newcomers with NFL experience: Kelvin Harmon, Keke Coutee and Vyncint Smith.
"We're like a proud uncle or dad to see those guys get an opportunity to go and actually stick with NFL teams," Barlow said of losing Jackson and Blair. "They were solid players for us last year. That's the part of this process that I really like, to go and bring new guys into the fold, coach them up and develop them and put them in your system."
D.C., which returns four of its seven all-XFL honorees, took advantage of the UFL's dispersal draft to load up on defensive talent, adding two more all-XFL recipients: linebacker Trent Harris, who led the league in sacks in 2023, and safety Deontay Anderson.
The secondary is stacked with familiar names such as Swearinger and fellow safeties Montae Nicholson and Santos Ramirez, along with cornerbacks Michael Joseph, Anthoula Kelly, Deandre Baker and Gareon Conley. Joseph had four interceptions -- including two pick-sixes to lead the XFL -- last season. Baker and Conley were first-round picks in the NFL draft.
"Our defense ... is a whole lot better talent-wise on paper, so we've got to do what we need to do as a unit to make sure what we see on paper lines up at the end of the year in the championship game," Swearinger said.
"I think having the 16 teams [between the XFL and USFL] turn to eight teams [in the UFL], I feel like competition level is turned up a notch," Ta'amu said. "I believe that this year will be the best spring league competition we'll ever see."
Since their debut in 2020, the Defenders are 9-0 at Audi Field and they aim to keep their spotless record intact this spring. The team will make its UFL home debut April 7 against the Houston Roughnecks.
"We know Audi's going to bring it every time we step on that field," Ta'amu said. "I feel like it's such a huge advantage for us. We feed off the crowd and off that beer snake. If we're playing good, they're going to react, and when we need the crowd, they're going to react the same. It definitely helps us, especially last year. Knowing that we're undefeated there is unbelievable, [and] to create more fans we've just got to keep giving them a show."
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As the Capitals push for the playoffs, Dylan Strome is leveling up
"It's a lot of fun to play," Strome said. "Everyone wants to thrive in the big games and play games that really matter. It feels like that right now."
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-03-27

"He's just such a gamer," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said of Dylan Strome. "He wants to win so badly. You can feel it when you talk to him." (Alex Brandon/AP) 


Dylan Strome says he has never been to the Stanley Cup playoffs. Technically, he played in the bubble postseason with the Chicago Blackhawks in 2020, but Strome doesn't count that unique experience.
This year, though, Strome and the Washington Capitals are closer to the playoffs -- the normal version -- than the 27-year-old center has ever been before. And Strome, who set a career high with 25 goals after scoring twice, including the overtime winner, in the Capitals' victory over the Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday, is a key reason Washington is still in the chase.
"He's just such a gamer," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. "He wants to win so badly. You can feel it when you talk to him. You feel it on the bench. It's not about him. It's not about his own individual stats, goals, assists. He wants to score so badly because he wants to win."
Strome began the season on a hot streak, but his scoring numbers had dropped off in the second half of the season. Until his two-goal game Tuesday, he had just two goals in March -- while contributing 13 assists, so he hadn't gone completely cold. But for a player who expects as much from himself as Strome does, especially at a critical time of the year, he wanted to be doing more.
"It's a lot of fun to play," Strome said. "Everyone wants to thrive in the big games and play games that really matter. It feels like that right now."

Dylan Strome and the Capitals face the Toronto Maple Leafs on Thursday. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images) 


Against the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday, Strome played a season-high 25:06, tallied three assists and scored the shootout winner to cap a frenetic, roller-coaster game that swung wildly. Though Strome was 0 for 9 in the shootout in his career, including 0 for 4 this season before stepping up in the fifth round that night, he was adamant on the bench that he wanted Carbery to call his name.
When Carbery addressed the team in the dressing room after the game, he compared Strome, and his desire to step up in the biggest moment, to Michael Jordan.
"In shootouts, I've come to learn, he wants to shoot every single time," Carbery said, chuckling, after Tuesday's game. "If he hasn't shot yet, we're making eye contact every single time. That kind of goes to what you're talking about. He wants to shoot. ... Even if he's missed three or four in a row, he's looking back like: 'I'm the guy. I'm going to score here, and I'm going to win this game for the team.'
"As a coach, I love that because you want people to want the ball -- want the moment -- when it's tough. When the game's on the line, when they can deliver, you want people that aren't shying away from that, and Dylan Strome is a prime example of that."
With the Capitals two points clear of the Red Wings for the eighth and final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference with 11 games remaining, Washington is starting to feel confident about its chances of returning to the postseason. Strome has done just about everything he can do over the past week to help the Capitals get there -- and get his own taste of the playoffs.

"It's a lot of fun to play," Strome said. "Everyone wants to thrive in the big games and play games that really matter. It feels like that right now." (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP Photo) 


"I think he's been one of our best players. I think that says it all," center Nic Dowd said. "If you're going to come and play and be consistent nightly and be relied upon to be offensive, and you're producing and you're doing a good job at it, I think that speaks to how much he cares about the situation that we're in."
Since arriving in Washington, Strome has set -- and then exceeded -- his career high in goals, and he's on pace to exceed last season's career-high point total of 65. When Strome signed with the Capitals, he said he just wanted "to be wanted," and now he's an integral part of a playoff push.
"It's special, for sure," Strome said. "Being from Toronto, [I was] always fortunate to be on really good teams growing up in minor hockey. And then in the [Ontario Hockey League], we had four really good teams and really good years, always made it to the conference finals or finals. Obviously hasn't worked out in the NHL so far for getting to the playoffs, but it feels like hopefully, this is the year.
"We're right there. We control our own destiny."
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Why the Commanders are likely to 'stick and pick' at No. 2 in the NFL draft
Plus some insight on the ongoing stadium search, a bit more context how Washington will build out the QBs room and more notes from the NFL owners' meetings.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-03-28

Commanders Coach Dan Quinn talks with reporters at the NFL's annual meetings in Orlando. (Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP)


ORLANDO -- Even though Washington Commanders General Manager Adam Peters keeps insisting all options are on the table with the draft's No. 2 pick, rival executives are skeptical he will do anything but "stick and pick" the best quarterback available.
Four people with knowledge of the league's inner workings said they would be very surprised if Peters traded down.
"Why would you when you have a chance to draft a franchise quarterback?" one of those people said.
In 2017, two of those people pointed out, the San Francisco 49ers had the No. 2 pick and needed a quarterback, but they passed on the top of the class, including Patrick Mahomes and Deshaun Watson. They started the season 0-9, traded for Jimmy Garoppolo and -- even though they still built a talented team in the long run -- ended up looking for a franchise quarterback for years. It's a search that Peters, a former 49ers executive, probably wants to avoid repeating.
Ultimately, pretty much everyone at this week's owners meetings acknowledged they were making an educated guess about Washington's plan. Peters has remained tight-lipped and poker-faced, and Monday he said the team is still "far from our answer." Peters and Coach Dan Quinn will attend pro days for LSU's Jayden Daniels on Wednesday and North Carolina's Drake Maye on Thursday, then will probably host all of the top quarterbacks for visits.
"I don't think anyone in here knows exactly what Washington is going to do," New England Patriots Coach Jerod Mayo said this week. "I think everyone knows what Chicago is going to do [with the first pick]. But the rest of it honestly is just up in the air."
"If somebody thinks they know [what we'll do], they'll have to fill me in," Quinn joked, adding that he hasn't even finished watching all the quarterback tape.
If Peters does trade down, a person with another team said, he almost certainly would stay in range for a top quarterback -- so probably no further than No. 4 or No. 5. Peters would have to be confident that Maye and Daniels, the consensus top prospects behind Caleb Williams, wouldn't become stars, because he's under great pressure to find the best guy.
"We can have a big impact if we make the right selection," managing partner Josh Harris said.
The Commanders are getting more serious about a new stadium. The team is creating "site plans" for D.C., Maryland and Virginia and having "deep discussions" with Maryland, Harris said. He didn't give a timeline for a decision and pointed out that parts of this process are out of the team's control. The Senate still needs to approve the bill that would make the RFK Stadium site a realistic option.
In February, the House passed the RFK bill, and on Tuesday, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell called it "a very positive development."
"We can have another alternative [site] that will allow us to get the kind of stadium in our nation's capital that is warranted, in my view," he added.
Harris is closely watching the effort to move the Capitals and Wizards to Virginia. "Clearly, what happens there could have implications" for the Commanders' stadium search, he said, meaning it probably would be difficult for one jurisdiction to land both entities.
The Commanders wouldn't begin negotiating with D.C. until it gains more control over the RFK site and resolves the Wizards and Capitals situation, he added.
Team president Jason Wright said all options are on the table to replace FedEx as the stadium's naming-rights partner. The team would like to lock in a long-term partner for the current stadium and the next one but is open to a shorter deal. Wright said any agreement would have to be done by "early summer," probably June, to get signage in place for this season.
"This [ownership] group, they've got investment needs," Wright said. "There are things that we really want to be able to provide from the business to these guys -- whether it's stuff around the practice facility, the growth of the data analytics capabilities, all of these things that a lucrative business is able to provide for the franchise. The onus is on us [as the business staff] and the fans and the sponsors and everybody to together invest in this team."
Will defensive tackle Jonathan Allen stay in Washington? "We are not interested in trading him," Peters said.
In December, Allen told 106.7 the Fan that he had "1,000 percent" thought about playing elsewhere and didn't want to endure another rebuild.
Harris did not like the team's F-minus grades on the NFLPA's team report card. "I'm not an F-minus guy," he said.
Harris said the Commanders already have poured millions into upgrading the stadium and player experience and have more investments planned for the playing surface, locker room and bathrooms.
Why did Harris sit in on quarterback interviews at the NFL combine? "I had never been to a combine, right?" he said. "Our [ownership] group came less than a year ago, and obviously we have the number two pick, and I felt that it was important to just see how it operated. ... It was highly educational for me. I'm glad I did it."
Quinn called trading Sam Howell to Seattle a rare "win-win" for the team and the player. Peters and Quinn complimented Howell's toughness but noted trading him became realistic after signing Marcus Mariota.
Peters spoke at greater length about the decision to sign Mariota: "Obviously he's been in the league a long time. He's won a lot of games. He's won playoff games. He has a great relationship with [assistant head coach and offensive pass game coordinator] Brian Johnson, who put in a great word for him. And so understanding what he's all about and the type of person he'd be in that room supporting whoever else is in that room and the fact that he's still really good. He's athletic, he can throw it, he's smart, and he's got familiarity with what we do."
Peters also said he wants to go to training camp with four quarterbacks, which means the top draft pick, Mariota, Jake Fromm and one more -- maybe a late-round pick or an undrafted free agent.
After a flurry of free agent acquisitions, one of the team's biggest remaining needs is left tackle. Peters said he would be comfortable starting swing tackles Cornelius Lucas or Trent Scott, but that seems unlikely.
Offensive tackle is considered one of the best positions in the draft; NFL Network analyst Daniel Jeremiah has eight in his top 50 prospects. Washington probably will target a tackle with one of its top picks.
The Commanders' offseason program begins Monday. Over the next month, Quinn said, he will split his days in half, working with current players until about 1 p.m. and then spending afternoons preparing for the draft.
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Deal to sell Timberwolves to Alex Rodriguez and Marc Lore falls apart
Financing for the sale, which included the WNBA Lynx, hit a snag earlier this month. Now principal owner Glen Taylor says the teams "no longer are for sale."
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-03-28

Alex Rodriguez and Marc Lore failed to meet a deadline to purchase the Timberwolves and Lynx. (AP Photo/Jim Mone)


With Alex Rodriguez and Marc Lore failing to meet a deadline for purchasing a majority stake in the Minnesota Timberwolves and Lynx, the teams "no longer are for sale," principal owner Glen Taylor announced Thursday.
Rodriguez and Lore had agreed in 2021 to pay Taylor $1.5 billion in installments, with the acquisition to close Wednesday. Taylor confirmed that the option to obtain controlling interest had expired.
"Under terms of the purchase agreement, the closing was required to occur within 90 days following the exercise notice issued by Lore and Rodriguez. That 90-day period expired on March 27, 2024," the teams said in a statement.
"Under certain circumstances, the buyer could have been entitled to a limited extension. However, those circumstances did not occur."
In the statement, Taylor said, "I will continue to work with Marc, Alex and the rest of the ownership group to ensure our teams have the necessary resources to compete at the highest levels on and off the court. The Timberwolves and Lynx are no longer for sale."
Rodriguez and Lore own 40 percent of the teams through purchases dating to 2021. Taylor was not ready to hand over full control at the time, so a deal was struck in which he would mentor Rodriguez and Lore gradually. The duo exercised their option to complete the deal in December, starting the 90-day clock.
Although the Carlyle Group reportedly pulled a $300 million investment this month, Rodriguez and Lore reportedly had lined up backing from Dyan Capital Partners, another private equity firm. Financial documents were submitted to the NBA last week, according to The Athletic.
Rodriguez, the three-time American League MVP and ESPN and Fox broadcaster, and Lore, Walmart's e-commerce chief, leaped in a little too quickly in 2021, and the NBA fined the Timberwolves $250,000 for offseason practice outside the Minnesota area. Workouts and a team dinner reportedly took place at Rodriguez's Miami home.
Taylor purchased the Timberwolves in 1994 for $88 million, partly to keep them from relocating, and has owned the Lynx since 1999. Rodriguez and Lore unsuccessfully tried to purchase the New York Mets before striking the deal with Taylor.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-03-28
MLB
3 p.m. Los Angeles Angels at Baltimore >>> MASN, WSBN (630 AM),WIYY (97.9 FM)
4 p.m. Washington at Cincinnati >>> MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
4 p.m. St. Louis at Los Angeles Dodgers >>> MLB Network
7:30 p.m. Chicago Cubs at Texas >>> ESPN, WSBN (630 AM)
10:30 p.m. Boston at Seattle >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
NHL
7 p.m. Washington at Toronto >>> Monumental Sports Network, WJFK (106.7 FM)
NBA
8 p.m. Milwaukee at New Orleans >>> NBA TV
NCAA MEN'S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT, SWEET 16
7 p.m. Arizona vs. Clemson >>> WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13)
7:30 p.m. Connecticut vs. San Diego State >>> TBS
9:30 p.m. North Carolina vs. Alabama >>> WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13)
10 p.m. Iowa State vs. Illinois >>> TBS
GOLF
4 p.m. PGA Tour: Houston Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
7 p.m. LPGA Tour: Ford Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
3:30 a.m. (Friday) DP World Tour: Indian Open, second round >>> Golf Channel
TENNIS
1 p.m. ATP: Miami Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Miami Open, semifinals >>> Tennis Channel
7 p.m. ATP: Miami Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Miami Open, semifinals >>> Tennis Channel
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m. LSU at Arkansas >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. Clemson at Miami >>> ACC Network
8 p.m. South Carolina at Alabama >>> SEC Network
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
6 p.m. Florida at Mississippi State >>> SEC Network
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
2 p.m. Cal State San Bernardino vs. Nova Southeastern >>> CBS Sports Network
4:30 p.m. West Texas A&M vs. Minnesota State >>> CBS Sports Network
NCAA MEN'S HOCKEY TOURNAMENT -- REGION SEMIFINALS
2 p.m. Denver vs. Massachusetts >>> ESPN2
5 p.m. Rochester Institute of Technology vs. Boston University >>> ESPNU
5:30 p.m. Cornell vs. Maine >>> ESPNews
8:30 p.m. Omaha vs. Minnesota >>> ESPNU
WOMEN'S COLLEGE LACROSSE
7 p.m. Penn State at Ohio State >>> Big Ten Network
BOYS' HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL -- THE THRONE, QUARTERFINALS
3 p.m. Teams TBD >>> NBA TV
4:40 p.m. Teams TBD >>> NBA TV
GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL -- THE THRONE, QUARTERFINALS
11:40 a.m. Bishop Ireton vs. Desert Vista (Ariz.) >>> NBA TV
1:20 p.m. McDonough (Md.) vs. Lady Vikings (N.Y.) >>> NBA TV
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MLB owners approve sale of Baltimore Orioles to David Rubenstein
For the first time in three decades, the Orioles will have a managing owner not named Angelos on Opening Day.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-03-27

MLB owners approved David Rubenstein as the new controlling owner of the Baltimore Orioles. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post) 


Major League Baseball's owners Wednesday unanimously approved David Rubenstein as the new controlling owner of the Baltimore Orioles, a day before the team's season begins. The vote, conducted during a conference call, means that for the first time in three decades, the Orioles will have a managing owner not named Angelos on Opening Day.
The deal the owners approved gives Rubenstein, co-founder of the Carlyle Group private equity firm and a longtime Washington-area philanthropist, and his prominent minority investors 40 percent of a franchise that was valued at $1.7 billion for the purpose of the transaction. Under the terms, current controlling owner John Angelos agreed to cede that position to Rubenstein, and his family agreed to give Rubenstein the option to buy the rest of the team once family patriarch Peter Angelos died.
For that reason, the timing of Rubenstein's takeover felt almost preordained. Peter Angelos, the self-made billionaire who purchased the Orioles in 1993, died Saturday after a lengthy illness. He was 94.
Out of respect for the family as it mourns, Rubenstein and his group have not yet spoken to the Angeloses to hammer out the specifics of purchasing the rest of the team, but a deal seems likely to come sooner than later. Peter Angelos's death eliminated the need for his family to pay capital gains taxes on the profit it made on the franchise since he bought it for $173 million in 1993. Given the sale price, those taxes would have cost the family hundreds of millions of dollars.
In a statement, MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred thanked the Angelos family "for their many years of service to the game and the communities of Baltimore" and said that "as a Baltimore native and a lifelong fan of the team, [Rubenstein] is uniquely suited to lead the Orioles moving forward."
Regardless of when the deal for the remaining 60 percent is consummated, it will be Rubenstein who sits in the owner's box at Camden Yards on Thursday afternoon when the Orioles open one of their more promising seasons of the past three decades. They will do so in the aftermath of stunning tragedy in Rubenstein's hometown after the Francis Scott Key Bridge, visible from the Orioles' executive offices, collapsed Tuesday. The Orioles canceled a scheduled public workout Tuesday because of it.
Rubenstein, 74, had been interested in buying the Orioles for several years. He worked on a potential deal with Washington billionaire Ted Leonsis in which he would invest in Leonsis's Monumental Sports & Entertainment to help that group purchase the Orioles, but that agreement never came together. Leonsis then focused his attention on the Washington Nationals, for which he bid more than $2 billion in 2022. But by then, Rubenstein -- who was also said to have interest in the Nationals, according to multiple people familiar with his thinking -- had decided to pursue a team with a new group.
Eventually, Rubenstein compiled a group that included Ares Management private equity firm co-founder Michael Arougheti and several prominent investors with Baltimore-area ties, including Orioles legend Cal Ripken Jr., Johns Hopkins graduate and former New York mayor Mike Bloomberg and former Baltimore mayor Kurt Schmoke. That group will begin its stewardship of the Orioles mere hours before the first pitch of the new season.
"Baltimore was always my first interest because I grew up in Baltimore. I was raised there. I was educated there," Rubenstein said in a recent phone interview. "It's much more appealing to me for many reasons. And also, I think the team is actually in extremely good shape despite the fact that they didn't have a lot of money in recent years."
For years, Baltimore fans expressed frustration with how much the Angelos family was willing to invest in the on-field product. According to Cot's Baseball Contracts, the Orioles have not had a team payroll in MLB's upper half since 2017, and they haven't had a payroll ranking in the top third in more than a decade.
Last year, as they won the American League East with a team built around players who had yet to reach free agency or even arbitration, the Orioles finished with the second-lowest payroll in MLB.
"I don't want to prejudge what we'll do [in terms of spending]," Rubenstein said, "but what we'll do is follow the recommendations of [General Manager] Mike Elias and his team."
Rubenstein said he does not plan to make major changes when he takes over -- nor to be particularly hands-on when it comes to baseball decisions.
"If you've got the general manager of the year in the American League and the manager of the year in the American League, do you really think they need my advice on who to play?" Rubenstein said, referring to Elias and Manager Brandon Hyde. "My thinking is: 'You guys are the best in the business; I'm here to support you. I'm not going to be meddling in a lot of things that are not my area of expertise.' "
One thing Rubenstein does plan to involve himself in is finding a resolution to the decades-long headache that is the MASN dispute. Though he would not offer specifics about what a resolution might look like for the regional sports network that also broadcasts the Nationals' games, he made clear that he hopes to do what the Lerner and Angelos families could not and devise a more palatable arrangement.
"I think all of baseball, and all the fans of Baltimore and Washington, would like to see this resolved in a friendly, amicable way in the near future," Rubenstein said. "And that's my goal."
Solving that dispute should never be easier than it would be now, when the cable revenue at the heart of the dispute has shrunk to a fraction of its previous size because of cord-cutting. 
Still, even without specifics of what a resolution might look like, Rubenstein's optimism represents a marked change in posture from the Baltimore franchise, which might be all it takes. On the field and off, a new Orioles era is already underway.
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Breaking down the NFL's new kickoff
Here are the rules for the new kickoff model the NFL will put into effect next season.
By Mark Maske | 2024-03-28
The NFL will have a new kickoff model next season. Here's how the "hybrid" kickoff will work.
Setup: Under the new alignment, the kicker will line up alone on his half of the field and will kick from the traditional spot, at the 35-yard line. The other 21 players will line up on the opposite end of the field. The 10 other players on the kicking team will begin at the receiving team's 40-yard line, separated initially by only five yards from blockers on the receiving team. At least nine of the 11 players on the receiving team will line up either at their 35-yard line or within five yards of it in what's called the "setup zone." At least seven of those players must be on the 35-yard line. The receiving team is allowed as many as two returners.
Requirements: The kick must land between the goal line and the 20-yard line. To encourage returns, kicks into the end zone will be punished severely; the ball will be spotted at the 30-yard line. Kicks that hit in the landing zone, roll into the end zone and are downed there will be spotted at the 20-yard line. Kicks short of the landing zone will be spotted, like kicks out of bounds, at the 40-yard line. A kick that falls in the landing zone must be returned.
Action: The prospective tacklers on the kicking team and the blockers lined up in the setup zone for the receiving team cannot move until a returner touches the ball or it hits the ground. Once a returner catches the ball, the new kickoff model is designed to resemble a play from the line of scrimmage.
Return rate: Dallas Cowboys special teams coordinator John Fassel, one of the designers of the new kickoff format, said the league projects that 55 to 60 percent of kickoffs will be returned.
That projection would have been 85 to 90 percent, Fassel said, if the rule had called for the ball to be spotted at the 35-yard line for a touchback, creating a greater disincentive for the kicking team to send the ball into the end zone. The competition committee tweaked the proposal Sunday to make it the 30-yard line instead.
After the new rule is in effect for one season, the league could move the spot to the 35-yard line to further increase returns.

Cordarrelle Patterson (84), shown here returning a kickoff for a touchdown for the Falcons against the Bears in a 2022 game, reached a deal Tuesday with the Steelers and could have more big-play opportunities under the NFL's new kickoff format. (John Bazemore/AP)


Onside kicks: Onside kicks will only be allowed during the fourth quarter, and only by the trailing team. A team must declare its intention, and the setup will revert to the traditional kickoff alignment.
Surprise onside kicks are not possible under the new rule. But there were only two leaguewide last season.
The Philadelphia Eagles proposed a fourth-and-20 alternative to the onside kick that would have allowed a team to retain possession of the ball by converting a fourth-and-20 play from its 20-yard line. The owners did not approve that proposal. Rich McKay, the chief executive of the Atlanta Falcons and the chairman of the competition committee, said he would like to see the fourth-and-20 proposal revisited next year.

Commanders kicker Joey Slye does an onside kick that was recovered by the Eagles during an October 2023 game at FedEx Field. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


Field position: The average starting field position for the receiving team is projected to be around the 28- or 29-yard line, according to New Orleans Saints special teams coordinator Darren Rizzi, who participated in designing the new rule. That compares to the 25.2-yard line last season.
Kicking stick: If the ball blows off the tee twice on a windy day, the kicker is permitted to use a kicking stick to hold the ball in place. One of the officials would be in charge of picking up the kicking stick immediately after the ball is kicked so that it would not be on the field during the return.
Penalty enforcement: Any penalty on a touchdown would be assessed on the conversion and could not carry over to the kickoff. A penalty on the conversion could carry over to the kickoff, in which case only the spot of the kick would change. The setup zone and landing zone would remain the same.
Duration: The new rule was proposed and ratified for one year. The competition committee, league and owners will have to reexamine the issue next offseason.
Roster ramifications: Kick returners are back in demand. The Pittsburgh Steelers agreed to a reported two-year, $6 million deal with Cordarrelle Patterson just hours after the new format was ratified. He is the NFL's all-time leader with nine career touchdowns on kickoff returns.
Teams could reconsider the size and speed of the players they put on the field for their kickoff coverage and kickoff return units. There could be a push for teams to be given an additional roster spot or an additional slot for an active player on game days, given that the number of injuries occurring on kickoffs is likely to increase. Even if the injury rate is reduced to being comparable to that of a play from scrimmage, as intended, the expected increase in the number of live plays (with far more kickoffs being returned) probably will lead to more injuries.
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Capitals' Ethan Bear enters NHL's player assistance program
Bear, the 26-year-old defenseman in his first season with Washington after signing with the team in December, has been a healthy scratch of late.
By Des Bieler | 2024-03-28

Ethan Bear is the fifth player this season, and the second member of the Capitals at the time, to have entered the assistance program. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Washington Capitals defenseman Ethan Bear will be away from the team for an indefinite period after entering the NHL's player assistance program, which is jointly administered by the league and the players union.
The NHL made the announcement Wednesday regarding Bear, 26, who is in his first season with the Capitals. The league noted that, under terms of the program, he can return to play only after getting clearance from its administrators.
The circumstances surrounding a player's care in the program are not typically revealed to the public unless the player chooses to do so. The program was created in 1996 to help players deal with mental health concerns, substance abuse issues and other situations.
Bear, who signed with Washington in December, has been a healthy scratch for the Capitals' past seven games. Washington won six of those contests to climb into playoff position.
Earlier this year, then-Capitals center Evgeny Kuznetsov entered the program. After the 11-year veteran was cleared to return to practice, Washington placed him on waivers and subsequently traded him to the Carolina Hurricanes.
Other NHL players who have entered the program this season (per the Associated Press) include Samuel Girard and Valeri Nichushkin of the Colorado Avalanche and Patrik Laine of the Columbus Blue Jackets.
While in the program, a player is not on his team's 23-man roster, but his contract continues to count against the salary cap. The Capitals recalled defenseman Vincent Iorio and forward Matthew Phillips from the American Hockey League's Hershey Bears.
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AI hustlers stole women's faces to put in ads. The law can't help them.
Artificial intelligence is spurring a new type of identity theft, altering people's social media posts to sell erectile dysfunction pills or praise Russia's Vladimir Putin.
By Nitasha Tiku, Pranshu Verma | 2024-03-28

Christian social media influencer Michel Janse records a video in her home office in Oceanside, Calif., this month. AI was used to create a video with Janse's likeness for an erectile dysfunction advertisement. (Sandy Huffaker for The Washington Post)


Michel Janse was on her honeymoon when she found out she had been cloned.
The 27-year-old content creator was with her husband in a rented cabin in snowy Maine when messages from her followers began trickling in, warning that a YouTube commercial was using her likeness to promote erectile dysfunction supplements.
The commercial showed Janse -- a Christian social media influencer who posts about travel, home decor and wedding planning -- in her real bedroom, wearing her real clothes but describing a nonexistent partner with sexual health problems.
"Michael spent years having a lot of difficulty maintaining an erection and having a very small member," her doppelganger says in the ad.
Scammers appeared to have stolen and manipulated her most popular video -- an emotional account of her earlier divorce -- probably using a new wave of artificial intelligence tools that make it easier to create realistic deepfakes, a catchall term for media altered or created with AI.

Janse at her home this month. (Sandy Huffaker for The Washington Post)


With just a few seconds of footage, scammers can now combine video and audio using tools from companies like HeyGen and Eleven Labs to generate a synthetic version of a real person's voice, swap out the sound on an existing video, and animate the speaker's lips -- making the doctored result more believable.
Because it's simpler and cheaper to base fake videos on real content, bad actors are scooping up videos on social media that match the demographic of a sales pitch, leading to what experts predict will be an explosion of ads made with stolen identities.
Celebrities like Taylor Swift, Kelly Clarkson, Tom Hanks and YouTube star MrBeast have had their likenesses used in the past six months to hawk deceptive diet supplements, dental plan promotions and iPhone giveaways. But as these tools proliferate, those with a more modest social media presence are facing a similar type of identity theft -- finding their faces and words twisted by AI to push often offensive products and ideas.
Online criminals or state-sponsored disinformation programs are essentially "running a small business, where there's a cost for each attack," said Lucas Hansen, co-founder of the nonprofit CivAI, which raises awareness about the risks of AI. But given cheap promotional tools, "the volume is going to drastically increase."
The technology requires just a small sample to work, said Ben Colman, CEO and co-founder of Reality Defender, which helps companies and governments detect deepfakes.
"If audio, video, or images exist publicly -- even if just for a handful of seconds -- it can be easily cloned, altered, or outright fabricated to make it appear as if something entirely unique happened," Colman wrote by text.
The videos are difficult to search for and can spread quickly -- meaning victims are often unaware their likenesses are being used.
By the time Olga Loiek, a 2o-year-old student at the University of Pennsylvania, discovered she had been cloned for an AI video, nearly 5,000 videos had spread across Chinese social media sites. For some of the videos, scammers used an AI-cloning tool from the company HeyGen, according to a recording of direct messages shared by Loiek with The Washington Post.
In December, Loiek saw a video featuring a girl who looked and sounded exactly like her. It was posted on Little Red Book, China's version of Instagram, and the clone was speaking Mandarin, a language Loiek does not know.
In one video, Loiek, who was born and raised in Ukraine, saw her clone -- named Natasha -- stationed in front of an image of the Kremlin, saying "Russia was the best country in the world" and praising President Vladimir Putin. "I felt extremely violated," Loiek said in an interview. "These are the things that I would obviously never do in my life."

Olga Loiek's fake AI clone is seen here speaking Mandarin.


Representatives from HeyGen and Eleven Labs did not respond to requests for comment.
Efforts to prevent this new kind of identity theft have been slow. Cash-strapped police departments are ill equipped to pay for pricey cybercrime investigations or train dedicated officers, experts said. No federal deepfake law exists, and while more than three dozen state legislatures are pushing ahead on AI bills, proposals governing deepfakes are largely limited to political ads and nonconsensual porn.
University of Virginia professor Danielle Citron, who began warning about deepfakes in 2018, said it's not surprising that the next frontier of the technology targets women.
While some state civil rights laws restrict the use of a person's face or likeness for ads, Citron said bringing a case is costly and AI grifters around the globe know how to "play the jurisdictional game."
Some victims whose social media content has been stolen say they are left feeling helpless with limited recourse.
YouTube said this month it was still working on allowing users to request the removal of AI-generated or other synthetic or altered content that "simulates an identifiable individual, including their face or voice," a policy the company first promised in November.
In a statement, spokesperson Nate Funkhouser wrote, "We are investing heavily in our ability to detect and remove deepfake scam ads and the bad actors behind them, as we did in this case. Our latest ads policy update allows us to take swifter action to suspend the accounts of the perpetrators."
Janse's management company was able to get YouTube to quickly remove the ad.
But for those with fewer resources, tracking down deepfake ads or identifying the culprit can be challenging.
The fake video of Janse led to a website copyrighted by an entity called Vigor Wellness Pulse. The site was created this month and registered to an address in Brazil, according to Groove Digital, a Florida-based marketing tools company that offers free websites and was used to create the landing page.
The page redirects to a lengthy video letter that splices together snippets of hardcore pornography with cheesy stock video footage. The pitch is narrated by an unhappily divorced man who meets a retired urologist turned playboy with a secret fix to erectile dysfunction: Boostaro, a supplement available to purchase in capsule form.
Groove CEO Mike Filsaime said the service prohibits adult content, and it hosted only the landing page, which evaded the company's detectors because there was no inappropriate content there.
Filsaime, an AI enthusiast and self-described "Michael Jordan of marketing," suggested that scammers can search social media sites to apply popular videos for their own purposes.
But with fewer than 1,500 likes, the video stolen from Carrie Williams was hardly her most popular.
Last summer, the 46-year-old HR executive from North Carolina got a Facebook message out of the blue. An old friend sent her a screenshot, asking, "Is this you?" The friend warned her it was promoting an erectile enhancement technique.

The audio paired with Carrie Williams's face in the fake AI video was taken from a video ad starring adult film actress Lana Smalls.


Williams recognized the screenshot instantly. It was from a TikTok video she had posted giving advice to her teenage son as she faced kidney and liver failure in 2020.
She spent hours scouring the news site where the friend claimed he saw it, but nothing turned up.
Though Williams dropped her search for the ad last year, The Post identified her from a Reddit post about deepfakes. She watched the ad, posted on YouTube, for the first time last week in her hotel room on a work trip.
The 30-second spot, which discusses men's penis sizes, is grainy and badly edited. "While she may be happy with you, deep down she is definitely in love with the big," the fake Williams says, with audio taken from a YouTube video of adult film actress Lana Smalls.
After questions from The Post, YouTube suspended the advertiser account tied to the deepfake of Williams. Smalls's agent did not respond to requests for comment.
Williams was taken aback. Despite the poor quality, it was more explicit than she feared. She worried about her 19-year-old son. "I would just be so mortified if he saw it or his friend saw it," she said.
"Never in a million years would I have ever, ever thought that anyone would make one of me," she said. "I'm just some mom from North Carolina living her life."
Heather Kelly and Samuel Oakford contributed to this report.
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Princess Catherine cancer video spawns fresh round of AI conspiracies
The video, in which the Princess of Wales shared her cancer diagnosis and pleads for privacy, is real, experts say. Some online commentators may not care. 
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-03-27

A woman in northern England watches a recording of Catherine, Princess of Wales, announcing her cancer diagnosis on Friday. (Oli Scarff/AFP/Getty Images)


When Catherine, Princess of Wales, released a video statement last week sharing that she had been diagnosed with cancer, some users on social media said they regretted engaging in wild speculation about her prolonged public absence. But others jumped immediately to a new conspiracy: The video was generated by artificial intelligence.
Users on TikTok, X and Facebook shared videos pointing out alleged AI breadcrumbs, such as a ring disappearing and reappearing on Catherine's hand. Others said her hair moves unnaturally, or that the bed of daffodils in the background is suspiciously still.
"I don't know what to believe anymore," said one woman in a video with 1.4 million views on TikTok, capturing the general befuddlement around some news events and online images amid AI technology's rapid advancement. The woman -- whose TikTok bio describes her as a "world traveler, photographer, designer, and real estate investor" -- then contributed to the confusion by breaking down what she claimed were signs of AI in Catherine's recorded statement.
BBC Studios, a TV production arm of the BBC, has confirmed that it filmed the video of Catherine's message last week at Windsor Castle, and Kensington Palace told The Washington Post that accusations of AI tampering are "factually inaccurate." Multiple deepfake forensics experts agreed, saying they examined the video and found no signs of AI manipulation.
"All of these armchair forensic analysts out there that are claiming that they find evidence of AI manipulation, it's a spectacular combination of ignorance and arrogance," said Hany Farid, a professor at the University of California at Berkeley who specializes in analyzing digital images. Farid said he reviewed the video and found "absolutely zero evidence" that AI was involved.
Earlier this week, TikTok appeared to be funneling users away from searches related to such allegations. A search for "Kate Middleton cancer ai" instead showed results for "Kate Middleton cancer." The user then had the option to proceed to results for the original search. TikTok declined to comment.
The episode highlights the growing difficulty of figuring out what's real and what's not in the age of AI. Already, former president Donald Trump has falsely accused an unflattering political ad of using AI-generated content, and actual fake images of politicians on both sides of the aisle have circulated widely on social media, destabilizing the concept of truth in the 2024 elections.
"AI casts a pretty big shadow," Farid said. Major online moments are "immediately suspect," fueling the culture of conspiracy.

Catherine, Princess of Wales, said in a video published March 22 that she was in the early stages of chemotherapy and "getting stronger every day."


Social media speculation about Catherine erupted after a series of puzzling events that left the public grasping for more information about the princess's health and happiness. In January,  Kensington Palace issued a statement that Catherine  underwent "successful" abdominal surgery. Weeks passed without a public appearance by the princess. Then in early March,  the palace released a cheerful photo of Catherine and her three young children, which -- as it later admitted -- had been edited. As major news organizations retracted the photo's publication, the incident raised more questions and supercharged the conspiracy theories.
Then came  Friday's video, in which a wan-looking Catherine sits alone on a bench before a garden of spring blossoms. After sharing news of her illness, she describes a heartbreaking effort "to explain everything to George, Charlotte and Louis in a way that is appropriate for them and to reassure them that I will be okay." And she asks the world to let her tend to her young family in peace.
The revelation of her cancer diagnosis stunned viewers and drew an outpouring of affection for the princess. Some online conspiracists apologized for fueling gossip about her long absence from the public stage. But fresh doubt quickly emerged as well: "Can anyone explain how nothing at all moved in the backdrop, flowers, grass, etc." posited one user on X (who was quickly excoriated as "a moron" by a prominent British TV personality).
Wael Abd-Almageed, a professor of  AI at Clemson University who develops deepfake detection software, said he and a student ran the video through their detector and found no indications of AI content. Abd-Almageed slowed the video down to examine it manually, again finding no evidence of AI tampering. If details such as her ring appear fuzzy, he said, it's because of motion blur and the video's compression.
Another expert, Hao Li, CEO and co-founder of generative AI video-effects company Pinscreen, agreed that the video appears to be authentic, noting the bugs that fly in front of Catherine's face and the subtle swaying of yellow flowers in the background.
Only one AI expert contacted by The Post offered support for the suspicions: Deepfake detection start-up Deep Media, which has contracts with the Pentagon, said it found a "high likelihood" that Catherine's voice and face were manipulated with AI.
But other experts -- including Farid, Abd-Almageed and Claire Wardle, co-founder and co-director of the Information Futures Lab at Brown University -- reviewed Deep Media's findings at The Post's request and said they found the results unconvincing.
Given that even disinformation experts now find it challenging to assess the authenticity of online content, Brown's Wardle urged institutions such as Kensington Palace and the BBC to do more to publicly validate the images they share before online conspiracies gain traction.
The continuing conjecture around Catherine underscores the difficulty of assessing what's real in an AI-enabled media landscape, she said -- as well as the risks of relying on deepfake detectors to separate fact from fiction.
"Most people don't have access to tools that do this kind of analysis," Wardle said. "And even people who are saying they have these tools, they're absolutely not 100 percent certain by any means."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/03/27/kate-middleton-video-cancer-ai/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

      National

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        Illinois stabbing rampage kills 4, injures 7; suspect charged
        Adela Suliman, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff

        Rockford police said Christian Soto, 22, is in custody after a stabbing and beating rampage killed four and injured seven in the Illinois city.

      

      
        She made a fairy trail for her autistic son; now it's a public destination
        Cathy Free

        The tiny wonderland trail in Milburn, N.J., now has volunteers that tend to it, and even its own festival.

      

      
        Biden Title IX rules on trans athletes set for election-year delay
        Laura Meckler

        The administration is preparing to issue Title IX regulations on sex discrimination in schools, but without companion rules on transgender athletics.

      

      
        DeSantis tourism board, Disney reach settlement to end legal feud
        Lori Rozsa, Aaron Gregg

        Disney and a DeSantis-appointed tourism board reached an agreement that caps a legal feud over who should control development at the theme park complex.

      

      
        Nex Benedict autopsy lists head wounds but says suicide was cause of death
        Molly Hennessy-Fiske

        The full autopsy report into the Oklahoma nonbinary teen, who died after what their family said was bullying, hewed to a summary released two weeks ago.

      

      
        How The Post investigated police officers accused of sexually abusing kids
        Jessica Contrera, John D. Harden, Jenn Abelson

        The Washington Post has spent more than a year examining police officers accused of sexually abusing kids. Here's how we reported the Abused by the Badge series.

      

      
        Smithsonian's Latino museum settles with affirmative action foe
        Julian  Mark

        The Smithsonian National Museum of the American Latino promised to make it clear that its undergraduate internship is open to all ethnicities.

      

      
        Texas police investigate after 8-year-old found dead in hotel pool pipe
        Jennifer Hassan

        Aliyah Jaico was swimming at the DoubleTree by Hilton Houston Brookhollow when she was "violently sucked" into a large pipe in the pool's flow system, a lawsuit says.

      

      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Illinois stabbing rampage kills 4, injures 7; suspect charged
Rockford police said Christian Soto, 22, is in custody after a stabbing and beating rampage killed four and injured seven in the Illinois city.
By Adela Suliman, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2024-03-28

Police investigate stabbings in Rockford, Ill., on Wednesday that left four people dead and five others injured. (Stacey Wescott/AP)


Four people, including a U.S. Postal Service mail carrier and a 15-year-old girl, were killed and seven injured during a stabbing and beating rampage in Rockford, Ill., on Wednesday.
Prosecutors said Thursday they charged Christian Soto with four counts of first-degree murder, seven counts of attempted first-degree murder and two counts of home invasion. Soto told police that one of the first victims had given him marijuana that was laced, authorities said, adding that they have not confirmed that claim and said a motive was not yet established.
Rockford police said in a statement they had taken the 22-year-old man into custody after officers responded about 1:15 p.m. Wednesday to "multiple addresses," all near the Cleveland Avenue neighborhood.
Police said a 15-year-old girl, a 49-year-old man, a 63-year-old woman and a 22-year-old man had died. The 63-year-old woman and 22-year-old man were mother and son. At least five other people were taken to the hospital with injuries, they added. At least two remained there Thursday.
"This is a very active and multi-level, multi-agency investigation and has an extensive amount of moving parts," the statement said. "As with any investigation, further details and charges may come at a later date."
The U.S. Postal Inspection Service confirmed Thursday in a statement that a letter carrier had been killed in the attack. "At this time, there are no additional details we can provide, as this is an active investigation. Postal inspectors are working with the Rockford Police Department in this investigation," the agency said in a statement.
Police encouraged local residents to review their security footage and to contact them with any information.
Local faith leaders and government officials said late Wednesday that a vigil would take place Thursday at 2:30 p.m. local time to "support the loved ones, families and neighbors," following the "violent attacks."
"It's hard to grasp how this could happen and how emotional and raw the community is," Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara said in a statement. "This has been one of the most difficult weeks I have seen in my seven years as Mayor. As a dad, a son, a husband, the Mayor and a Rockford supporter, my heart is breaking for those who have lost their lives, their families and our community."
McNamara described the situation as a "huge blow" to the community of about 147,000, some 80 miles northwest of Chicago and 15 miles south of the Wisconsin border. "The emotions so many are feeling of sadness, anger, frustration and loss are real," he said, adding that the city had partnered with public schools and a nonprofit to offer free counseling services this week. "Let's lift each other up and be strong together."

Emergency personnel work at the scene of the fatal stabbing in Rockford, Ill., on Wednesday. (WTVO-TV/WQRF-TV/AP) 


Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd told reporters Wednesday the acts committed were "heinous crimes," adding that "right now we don't have a clear motive." Of the five people injured, she said, one was in critical condition.
Winnebago County Sheriff Gary Caruana told reporters at the same news conference, "Basically there was a home invasion." He said a "young lady ran from him, she got some stab wounds in her hands and her face." A good Samaritan tried to help her and also was stabbed.
Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker (D) tweeted that he had been "monitoring the situation in Rockford" and was "grateful for the first responders who were on the scene. As we await more information, our thoughts are with the families and loved ones of the victims."
Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.) said she was "horrified to learn of this senseless attack ... My thoughts are with the families and loved ones of those we lost, the survivors and the entire Rockford community."
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She made a fairy trail for her autistic son; now it's a public destination 
The tiny wonderland trail in Milburn, N.J., now has volunteers that tend to it, and even its own festival.
By Cathy Free | 2024-03-28

One of Therese Ojibway's fairy houses is tucked inside a hollowed log along the South Mountain Fairy Trail in Millburn, N.J. (Therese Ojibway)


Therese Ojibway was hiking in the woods when she came across a couple of tree twigs naturally entwined together like a tiny fairy swing.
It reminded her of miniature fairy furniture she'd fashioned as a child in her backyard, and right away she thought of her son, Clinton Craig, who was diagnosed with autism at age 2.
Mother and son would go on frequent hikes around the 2,110-acre South Mountain Reservation in Millburn, N.J., to get some exercise and go exploring, she said. Craig, who was 10 at the time, felt happy and free in nature.
"I thought it would be fun to leave him a few little surprises," Ojibway said.
She fashioned a wee sofa out of dead tree bark she'd found on the ground, added a few moss cushions, and tucked it inside a tree hollow. Her son discovered it and was delighted.
"Over the next several months, I started slowly adding to it, using natural materials from the environment to make fairy houses," said Ojibway, 68.
As the teeny wonderland grew, she figured she should tell someone at South Mountain Reservation what she was doing.

Fairy houses created by Therese Ojibway and volunteers. (Therese Ojibway)


So in 2011, she approached the volunteer group South Mountain Conservancy, which looks after the nature reservation's trails for Essex County Parks. Organizers said she was fine to continue making her enchanted forest, as long as the fairy houses were confined to a half-mile section at the beginning of the Rahway River Trail, she said.
Volunteers even began contributing mini whimsical items to the fairyland.
Thirteen years later, there are more than 80 wee fairy dwellings built by both Ojibway and volunteers, tucked inside trees and root systems along what it now known as the South Mountain Fairy Trail.

Clinton Craig and his mom, Therese Ojibway, on the South Mountain Fairy Trail in 2016. (Therese Ojibway)


When Ojibway's husband died in 2022 and she and her son decided to move to Michigan to be near family, she said she worried whether anyone would want to take over as the fairy trail's keeper. It had become a destination for people near and far.
"I was sad to leave because the trail had become such an important part of the community," she said.

A mini dwelling created by Therese Ojibway, perfect for a fairy or hobbit. (Therese Ojibway)


Ojibway was overjoyed when two women immediately raised their hands offering to be the keepers of the trail.
Julie Gould and Beth Kelly took over stewardship of Ojibway's enchanting fairyland almost two years ago, enlisting Scout troops and students to help with the upkeep. They do weekly inspections to tidy the trail, replace any caved-in structures and repair worn moss roofs and broken chairs.

A wee fairy bench created by Therese Ojibway. (Therese Ojibway)


They are now preparing for spring hikers, creating new fairy houses and furniture to replace anything that may have been vandalized or damaged over the winter by snow and ice.
"I'm really proud to continue Therese's legacy, because it helps draw more kids to the woods," said Kelly, 63. "We want to keep the magic going."

Beth Kelly and Julie Gould on the South Mountain Trail last year. They took over looking after the trail when the founder, Therese Ojibway, moved in 2022. (Julie Gould)


On May 4, she and Gould will hold their second annual free "Fairy Tales at the Fairy Trail" event featuring fairy stories, face-painting and walking tours.
"Ever since I discovered the trail during the pandemic with my two little boys, I've wanted to be a part of it," said Gould, 39.
"It's not just that I get to be in the woods every week," she said. "It's about seeing the excitement in the kids' eyes as they peer inside the houses and look for fairies. This trail nurtures their imaginations."

Last year's Fairy Tales celebration on the South Mountain Fairy Trail. The event will be held again this May. (Julie Gould)


When Ojibway first started leaving tiny moss-and-twig houses in the forest, she said some people were critical and wondered why looking at a natural landscape wasn't enough of a reward for children and their parents.
"I had a few people say they were going to go tear everything out -- that it didn't belong there," she said.
"My response was that the fairy houses were bringing families here who might not otherwise come," Ojibway said, noting that the nature preserve is about 20 miles from New York City. She shared the story of how she started the trail with Patch.com.
"A lot of the kids who come are city kids," she said. "Once they explore the fairy trail, maybe they'll go off and explore some of the other trails. There is a place here for a small bit of magic."

Young fairy fans brought their wings to last year's Fairy Tales event on the South Mountain Fairy Trail in Millburn, N.J. (Beth Kelly)


Children don't spend enough time outside and benefit when they explore natural environments, according to the National Institutes of Health. Time outdoors helps kids become more creative and confident, but people of all ages are boosted by short breaks in nature.
"A lot of people don't get enough interaction with nature, and the fairy trail gets kids thinking about what it means to be in a forest," said Dennis Percher, chair of the South Mountain Conservancy's board of trustees.
"Anything to make them feel more comfortable in the woods is a positive thing," he said.

A moss covered house beckons from the South Mountain Fairy Trail. (Beth Kelly)


Kelly and Gould wear green T-shirts identifying themselves as "Fairy Trail Keepers" whenever they conduct trail cleanups or do repairs to the fairy houses tucked in nooks along the pathway.
"Kids will ask if we've seen the fairies, and they'll leave little notes for them in the houses," said Gould. "Usually they'll say something like, 'Dear fairies -- please come and visit me at my house.'"

Children often leave notes inside the fairy houses, said Julie Gould, one of the keepers of the South Mountain Fairy Trail in Millburn, N.J. (Julie Gould)


"The fairy trail grabs their imaginations," added Kelly. "We'll talk about what they think fairies do all day. Do they like to take rides on the leaves? That sparks a desire for them to go exploring and look for fairies."
Ojibway said she's happy to know her Thumbelina-sized creations are still captivating young hikers and their parents. She and Craig, now 33, plan to return to the fairy trail sometime this summer for a visit, she said.

Therese Ojibway in 2022, on the fairy trail she created. (Therese Ojibway)


"I imagine that some of the little houses I made will have gone back to nature, and that's how it should be," she said. "You gather up the pieces, and you make a new one. That's part of the fairy magic."
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Biden Title IX rules on trans athletes set for election-year delay
The administration is preparing to issue Title IX regulations on sex discrimination in schools, but without companion rules on transgender athletics. 
By Laura Meckler | 2024-03-28

A transgender girl competes in a Connecticut track meet in 2020. (Stan Godlewski for The Washington Post) 


The Biden administration is preparing to finalize sweeping rules in coming weeks governing how sex discrimination is addressed in schools, including new protections for transgender students. But officials plan to put off a companion regulation outlining the rights of trans athletes, according to people familiar with administration planning.
Athletics is among the thorniest issues confronting supporters of transgender rights, including those in the Biden administration. Polling shows that clear majorities of Americans, including a sizable slice of Democrats, oppose allowing transgender athletes to compete on girls' and women's teams. Twenty-five states have statewide bans on their participation, with proponents arguing that trans women have a biological advantage over other participants.
The Biden administration's proposed regulation, published in April 2023, took a nuanced approach. It would outlaw blanket state bans but gives schools a road map for how they can bar transgender girls from competing in certain circumstances, particularly in competitive sports.
Nonetheless, issuing such a rule risks injecting the issue into an election year in which President Biden faces a close contest with former president Donald Trump, who has promised to ban trans women from women's sports if reelected.
"Folks close to Biden have made the political decision to not move on the athletics [regulation] pre-election," said one person familiar with the administration's thinking. "It seems to be too much of a hot topic."
A second person reported having received the same message from the administration. Both spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
Administration officials did not dispute that the sports rule would be put off but declined to comment on specific timing or any possible political motivations.
A senior Education Department official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak on the record, noted that the main sex discrimination regulation was issued nine months before the sports proposal and is now in the final stage of review at the White House Office of Management and Budget. He said the department "is still reviewing" the sports regulation and emphasized that it received a crush of 150,000 public comments, "which by law must be carefully considered."
"The Biden-Harris Administration is committed to ensuring all students are guaranteed an educational environment free from discrimination on the basis of sex," the department official said.
The sports regulation is part of a wide-ranging rulemaking underway on schools' obligations under Title IX, which bans discrimination on the basis of sex in colleges, universities and K-12 schools that receive federal funding. The main, far more sweeping rule, expected soon, will cover other issues governed by Title IX, including schools' obligations to investigate allegations of sexual harassment and assault.
That main Title IX regulation, proposed in June 2022, also says that the law's prohibition on sex discrimination includes discrimination based on gender identity as well as sexual orientation. The administration has already said this is how it interprets Title IX, but this is the first time that would be codified into a regulation, which would give it additional force.
As proposed, it would compel schools to let transgender students use bathrooms that align with their gender identity, ban bullying based on their gender identity and ensure students are addressed by the pronouns they use. Schools that fail to follow these rules would be subject to investigations and risk losing federal funding.
But in 2022, with midterm elections looming, the administration cleaved the question of sports from the main regulation and promised to address that in a separate proposal. Last May, the Education Department said both would be released in October -- a deadline that came and went without action.
In February, the main Title IX regulation moved to the final stage of review at the White House, while the sports regulation remains under consideration at the Education Department.
The proposed sports regulation, which was published in April 2023, attempted to strike a balance between the rights of transgender students and concerns that other athletes would face unfair competition. While not allowing blanket bans on transgender competitors, it would allow schools to implement narrower restrictions after considering factors such as the sport involved, the age of the students and the level of competitiveness. Schools would also be required to show that the decision relates to an important educational objective and minimizes harm to others.
Advocacy groups have pushed the administration to finalize both rules. They argued that given the state laws now in effect, the two regulations need to be issued together and soon. And while some transgender advocates have complained that the sports rule would still allow for discrimination, most are pushing for it to be completed to provide more protection than currently exists.
"Especially in the midst of this aggressive attack on transgender and gender expansive youth, the administration cannot employ a piecemeal approach when protecting LGBTQI+ students," said a letter to Biden this month signed by more than 80 advocacy groups focused on women's and LGBTQ+ rights and abortion access.
While Republicans in statehouses have enacted bans on transgender sports, GOP-run House has worked to pass federal legislation on the issue. Last April, the House approved a national ban on transgender women competing on girls' and women's teams; the measure has not been taken up in the Democratic-controlled Senate. A bill barring trans women from Olympic teams cleared the House Judiciary Committee this month on a party-line vote. Republicans made their case in part by highlighting objections from some athletes to the presence of trans competitors.
"The reality is anti-trans lawmakers are expanding the scope of their attack every day," said Caius Willingham, senior policy advocate at the National Center for Transgender Equality.
But while he favors finalizing the rules quickly, others said the Biden strategy makes sense politically.
"There are people who would say this is not a fight we need to have before this pivotal election," said Ben Becker, senior vice president at Precision Strategies, who has worked with LGBTQ+ groups. "This is an issue that Republicans have weaponized. For us to just follow them down that rabbit hole, fighting on their terms -- that's never going to be good."
Conservative opponents say both regulations should be withdrawn because Title IX's prohibition on discrimination "on the basis of sex" should not be read to include gender identity.
In a meeting last month with officials at the Office for Management and Budget who oversee the final step in the regulatory process, the conservative group Defense of Freedom Institute argued that even if the sports regulation is held back, the main Title IX regulation will require equal treatment in sports because the new rules redefine sex discrimination to include gender identity.
The proposed regulation would "require educational institutions to allow biological males who identify as female to compete in women's and girls' athletics," the group argued in a memo presented at the meeting. The group added that state laws passed to "protect the rights of biological girls and women" will provoke investigations by the Education Department.
The main Title IX regulation would replace one now in place that was written during the Trump administration, which emphasized rights of the accused for schools considering sexual harassment allegations. For instance, it required court-style hearings to adjudicate complaints and gave the accused the right to cross-examine accusers. As a candidate in 2020, President Biden signaled he would replace the regulation, and early in his term, he directed the Education Department to begin the laborious process of reviewing and ultimately writing a new set of rules.
Under the proposed Biden version, neither court-like hearings nor cross-examinations would be required. The proposal also broadens the definition of sexual harassment to include all unwelcome sex-based conduct that created a hostile environment by limiting or denying a person's ability to participate in school. The definition on the books now -- from the Trump-era rule -- required that the harassment be severe and pervasive.
The Biden version would also include protections against discrimination related to pregnancy. With abortion rights a major political issue, it's possible that those protections may be enhanced or at least emphasized, one person familiar with the planning said.
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DeSantis tourism board, Disney reach settlement to end legal feud
Disney and a DeSantis-appointed tourism board reached an agreement that caps a legal feud over who should control development at the theme park complex.
By Lori Rozsa, Aaron Gregg | 2024-03-27

A sculpture of Walt Disney and Mickey Mouse at Disney World's Magic Kingdom in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post) 


The board appointed by Gov. Ron DeSantis to oversee Disney's former special taxing district agreed Wednesday to a settlement with the entertainment giant, capping a legal feud over who should control development at the sprawling theme park complex.
The Central Florida Tourism Oversight District, made up of DeSantis appointees, agreed to drop its lawsuit against the company in exchange for Disney relinquishing some control over its 25,000-acre property. Disney will also drop a lawsuit of its own over public records from the district.
Both sides on Wednesday made statements indicating they're ready to move on from the political battle that started in 2022, when Disney's former CEO criticized a DeSantis-backed law that critics dubbed "don't say gay."
Disney is still appealing a federal lawsuit dismissed in January that alleges DeSantis violated the company's First Amendment rights but has agreed to hit pause for now. The future of that case hinges on "pending negotiations" between the company and the district over new development, according to the settlement.
"This is a political victory for Gov. DeSantis," said Aubrey Jewett, a political science professor at the University of Central Florida. "It seems like the white flag of surrender has been raised over Cinderella's castle."
The feud between the governor and Disney started over one of DeSantis' most high-profile pieces of legislation, the Parental Rights in Education bill. Disney's chief executive at the time, Bob Chapek, came out in opposition to the legislation, which prohibited instruction on gender identity and sexual orientation in kindergarten through third grade.
The bill's vague language led some teachers to pull LGBTQ-related books from library shelves and dismantle pride-related activities and organizations. A recent settlement over the legislation, which has now been expanded to all grade levels, clarified that the restrictions only apply to classroom instruction.
In response to Disney's opposition to the bill, DeSantis pushed for legislation dismantling the Reedy Creek tax district, which for decades has managed the expansive property that encompasses Walt Disney World in central Florida. Opponents of the governor saw it as a retaliatory power grab. Supporters said it was a needed measure to address inequities that gave Disney a privilege over other theme park companies.
Disney later filed a lawsuit alleging DeSantis was punishing the company for exercising its right to free speech, threatening its business operations, jeopardizing its economic future in the region and violating its constitutional rights.
Meanwhile, the new Disney World oversight board installed by DeSantis accused its predecessor of using an 11th-hour agreement to sharply curtail the board's powers and bolster the company's control over the amusement park property.
The DeSantis-appointed board criticized those actions, which granted Disney broad veto powers over any improvements or changes to properties at its theme park and included a "royal lives" clause that made it valid in perpetuity.
The board sued in state court, and Wednesday's settlement declares that actions taken by the former Reedy Creek special taxing district days before it was taken over by DeSantis appointees would be "null and void." That included a long-lasting development agreement that would have greatly limited what the new board could do.
Both sides praised the settlement as an opportunity to turn a page.
"This agreement opens a new chapter of constructive engagement with the new leadership of the district and serves the interests of all parties by enabling significant continued investment and the creation of thousands of direct and indirect jobs and economic opportunity in the State," Jeff Vahle, president of Walt Disney World Resort, said in a statement. 
Charles Barakat, chairman of the tourism board, said he was "very much pleased" with the settlement.
"I'm certainly eager to work with Disney, and all the businesses, to make the country's tourism destination famous for a second reason, which is good governance," he said.
The political battle has nonetheless had a political and economic fallout. Disney has become more selective regarding its investments in Florida. Disney chief executive Bob Iger has hinted that corporate investments in the state could be in jeopardy.
"Does the state want us to invest more, employ more people, and pay more taxes, or not?" Iger said in a call with investors last year.
Disney canceled a planned development at Lake Nona Town Center in Orange County in May, citing "new leadership and changing business conditions." The company also pulled the plug on an immersive Star Wars-themed Orlando hotel less than two years after it was opened. Spokespeople for DeSantis have said the canceled investment at Lake Nona had more to do with business failures on the part of Disney.
But the company has also said it has big plans for future development, and that will require cooperation with the tourism district, which oversees infrastructure, taxes, and other municipal services for the theme park property.
The business segment that includes Disney theme parks has seen its revenue grow steadily from $23.5 billion in fiscal year 2017, up to $28.7 billion in fiscal year 2022. For the final three months of 2023, Disney saw its profit from domestic theme parks decline by about 2 percent.
The company said it saw lower attendance than at the end of 2022, when foot traffic was boosted by a 50-year anniversary celebration that year. In September, the company announced plans to nearly double the amount of capital it devotes to theme parks and cruises, through a $60 billion, 10-year investment plan. It touted more than a thousand acres of land for possible future expansion, pointing to its U.S. theme parks in Orlando and Anaheim, as well as parks in Paris and Tokyo.
Disney's stock price is up about 28 percent since the beginning of 2023.
Jewett said that recent changes at the district may have helped convince Disney that the DeSantis board was more willing to work with the company. The district has a new chairman who replaced Martin Garcia, who was sharply critical of Disney, calling them "naughty," among other things.
It also has a new administrator, Stephanie Kopelousos, a DeSantis adviser who is experienced in local government. Kopelousos also worked to get Disney a carve-out from a "Big Tech" social media bill the governor signed in 2021.
"She has a reputation for being very competent with the nuts and bolts and getting things done," Jewett said. "I think she's somebody Disney feels they can work with."
The settlement did not include an admission of liability from either side, nor did it include any money changing hands. The board relinquished control of several permits "as a material inducement" to Disney, according to a copy of the settlement agreement.
The DeSantis administration celebrated the settlement.
"Moving forward, we stand ready to work with Disney and the District to help promote economic growth, family-friendly tourism, and accountable government in Central Florida," DeSantis communications director Bryan Griffin said in a statement.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/03/27/desantis-disney-lawsuit-settlement-tourism/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Nex Benedict autopsy lists head wounds but says suicide was cause of death
The full autopsy report into the Oklahoma nonbinary teen, who died after what their family said was bullying, hewed to a summary released two weeks ago.
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2024-03-28

People hold signs during a march in honor of Nex Benedict in Oklahoma City on March 14. (Bryan Terry/AP)


An autopsy report released by Oklahoma's medical examiner Wednesday detailed head trauma suffered by Nex Benedict, the nonbinary youth whose death last month after a school fight sparked national outrage, even as it ruled the death a suicide.
The report says the sophomore's cause of death was a lethal combination of antidepressant and antihistamine, and notes "no lethal trauma" was seen despite listing several head injuries Nex suffered, including contusions, lacerations, abrasions and hemorrhages. A one-page summary listing the cause of death but not the head injuries was released March 13.
According to the report, Nex "was reported to have headaches and seizure-like activity before being found unresponsive."
The 11-page autopsy report notes Nex, 16, who used they/them pronouns, suffered "bipolar disorder, depression, anxiety, self-harm (cutting), chronic tobacco abuse and chronic marijuana abuse."
"Handwritten notes that are suggestive of self-harm were found in the decedent's room by family and provided to law enforcement," the report said.
Nex collapsed at home Feb. 8, the day after a fight with students in a bathroom at their high school in Owasso, a Tulsa suburb. Last week, prosecutors said they would not file criminal charges in Nex's death or the preceding fight, citing police findings and the medical examiner's report.
Tulsa County District Attorney Stephen Kunzweiler (R) said that while Nex's family reported that they had been bullied at school, "from all of the evidence gathered, this fight was an instance of mutual combat."
Nex's family has said the teen was bullied for being nonbinary and, after the summary was released, disputed authorities' findings that the death was a suicide. They hired Tulsa lawyer Jacob Biby, who is conducting an investigation into Nex's death. Biby released a statement from the family citing passages from the 11-page autopsy report, saying they "contradict allegations of the assault on Nex being insignificant."
"The Medical Examiner found numerous areas of physical trauma over Nex's body that evidence the severity of the assault," the statement said, insisting those injuries should not be "overshadowed" by the medical examiner's classification of Nex's death as a suicide.
Biby declined to comment Wednesday, as did Jordan Korphage, a spokesman for Owasso Public Schools.
LGBTQ advocacy groups such as Freedom Oklahoma have called for outside investigations into Nex's death.
"There is no report that absolves those in leadership from their failures," said Nicole McAfee, the group's executive director. "Nex Benedict should still be alive, and the least we can do in Nex's memory is to take urgent action to address the continued hostile school environments."
The Human Rights Campaign, a national group, filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights, which now is investigating alleged sex-based harassment and discrimination at Owasso schools. It has also called for the department to investigate Ryan Walters, state superintendent of schools and a national opponent of LGBTQ rights, as well as his department.
"The full report does little to fill in the gaps in information about that day or the more than a year of bullying and harassment that led up to it. It does not answer the questions of so many in Oklahoma and across the country," said Kelley Robinson, president of the Human Rights Campaign, noting that the autopsy report "does not change the fact that LGTBQ+ students in Oklahoma are not safe at school."
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How The Post investigated police officers accused of sexually abusing kids
The Washington Post has spent more than a year examining police officers accused of sexually abusing kids. Here's how we reported the Abused by the Badge series.
By Jessica Contrera, John D. Harden, Jenn Abelson | 2024-03-27
Jessica Contrera was reporting on child sex trafficking in 2021 when she started to notice the headlines. They appeared in her inbox a few times a month, the product of Google alerts she had set to be notified of stories regarding kids, abuse and the criminal justice system. She was accustomed to seeing stories in which law enforcement officers were mentioned because they were investigating child sexual abuse.
But in these articles, the officers were the abusers.
"Former Lewisville police officer sentenced for sexually assaulting a child"
"Ex-Chicago cop sentenced to 25 years in sex trafficking of young girls"
"Sex abuse victim of former LVMPD officer: 'I was turned into a human pet'"
These headlines frequently called the officers "former." But they were "former" officers only because they'd resigned or been fired after being accused. Many of them had used their jobs to find their victims, who were almost always described as young, vulnerable teenage girls.
She had no idea then just how often this was happening. To find out, she teamed up with investigative reporter Jenn Abelson and data reporter John D. Harden.
The Washington Post has spent more than a year examining police officers accused of sexually abusing children. We discovered that, on average, a law enforcement officer has been charged with a crime involving child sexual abuse twice a week, every week, for 18 years.
But knowing that police officers are sexually abusing kids was just the first step. We wanted to understand how these crimes happen and who is being hurt by them; how officers are investigated and what consequences they face; what's being done to stop predators with badges; and, perhaps most importantly, what isn't.
This year, The Post will be publishing stories about what we've found, including our data on officers' charges, convictions and sentences. We'll introduce you to real kids targeted by officers, take you inside investigations of attempted coverups and show you what happens in courtrooms, where prosecutors and judges decide what abusive cops deserve.
Along the way, we'll keep updating this page to help you understand our methodology: where our information comes from, how we obtained it and what we're still hoping to learn.
We began our reporting with key questions: How often are cops being accused of crimes involving child sexual abuse? What kinds of consequences are they facing? Who are the victims?
One of the first conversations we had was with Bowling Green State University professor Philip M. Stinson, who manages the Henry A. Wallace Police Crime Database. This database is the nation's most comprehensive accounting of arrests of sworn local and state law enforcement officers. The crime database tracks officers whose alleged crimes were discovered, who were arrested and whose charges appeared in news reports.
The Post has worked with Stinson on previous projects that examined police misconduct. For this series, he gave reporters access to the data to conduct an exclusive analysis of child sex crime cases involving officers.
For cases in the crime database that occurred before 2019, Bowling Green has more than 250 data points describing the type and outcome of the criminal charges. Among those data points are whether the allegation was sexual in nature and whether the victim was a minor, defined as under the age of 18. This allowed The Post to identify cases that met our criteria.
Bowling Green delays entering detailed information until the criminal cases have time to make their way through the legal system. To add more recent arrests to our data set, and to find other cases not yet in Bowling Green's data, Harden designed a scraper that used Google's search engine to find news reports mentioning police arrests and sex-related crimes. We also obtained several external data sources, including state-level police misconduct and decertification databases.
Next, Hayden Godfrey, a fellow with the Investigative Reporting Workshop, and a team of journalism master's students with the American University-Washington Post practicum program helped us vet each case to ensure it met our standards for inclusion.
Officers were counted in the data set if they worked full time, part time or in a reserve capacity for a state or local law enforcement department. They must have been employed as a sworn officer at the time of the crime or at the time they were arrested. Federal law enforcement, such as FBI officers and Border Patrol agents, are excluded from the total count to ensure consistency with Bowling Green's approach. We also excluded officers working for correctional facilities, in probation and parole jobs and those who do not have arresting powers.
Like Bowling Green, we coded cases as sex-related crimes based on details described in court records and media reports, not simply the statute with which the officer was charged. This is because prosecutors sometimes charge officers with nonsexual crimes even when the records indicate the alleged crime involved sex acts with a child. For example, The Post found cases in which cops were charged with child endangerment instead of child sexual abuse, or simple battery instead of sexual battery. Chloe Wentzlof, who worked as chief research assistant at Bowling Green's Police Integrity Research Group, reviewed our data entry to ensure consistent coding protocols, with help from assistant professor Eric Cooke.
Abelson, Contrera, Godfrey, practicum student Riley Ceder, The Post's research team and the other American University contributors spent months obtaining thousands of arrest warrants, police reports, court dockets, conviction outcomes and sentencing transcripts to ensure the accuracy of our reporting.
Our analysis identified more than 1,800 officers who were charged with crimes involving child sexual abuse from 2005 through 2022.
This count, however, includes only officers whose alleged crimes were discovered, who were arrested and whose arrests appeared in news reports, decertification databases or court documents.
Sex crimes, especially those involving children, are widely believed to be underreported. Children may be more afraid to come forward; courts may be more likely to seal records involving juveniles; and law enforcement agencies may not make information about the arrests public. Even when case information is available, the decline of local news organizations with resources to cover these arrests makes it easier for criminal charges against officers to escape public notice.
Bowling Green organizes sex-related crimes into categories that include forcible and statutory rape, forcible sodomy, forcible fondling, sexual assault with an object, incest, online solicitation, indecent exposure, and production and possession of child sexual abuse material, among others.
Our data on victims shows that teenage girls, especially those 13 to 15, are the most frequently targeted. Ninety percent of victims were not related to the officer accused of abusing them. We will share additional findings as more stories in this series are published.
It's our job as journalists to hold powerful people and institutions accountable. But to truly understand the harm caused by abusive officers, we knew where we needed to start: learning from real kids.
Contrera and Abelson began by writing letters to young people who had been exploited by law enforcement officers. We also reached out to family members, advocates, attorneys and others who helped kids after the abuse was discovered. We never wanted to make people feel pressured to talk with us. But we wanted to let them know that if they were interested in sharing their experiences, we would be grateful to listen.
Along with photojournalist Carolyn Van Houten, we spent the year traveling to big cities and small towns where officers had preyed upon children. Abelson and Contrera both have extensive experience interviewing children and adults who have been sexually abused. These are among the most delicate and challenging conversations a journalist can have. We worked to ensure our reporting was trauma-informed at every step.
Many of the young people we spoke with were still under 18 when we met them. In those cases, we sought permission from a parent or guardian. When possible, we interviewed family members, friends and other loved ones who witnessed the aftermath of these crimes. As The Post would with any victims of sexual abuse, we allowed them to choose how much identifying information to share with readers.
With the help of The Post's FOIA director, Nate Jones, we filed hundreds of public records requests with law enforcement agencies across America. We obtained employment applications, disciplinary files, investigative documents from criminal prosecutions, forensic interviews, body-cam footage, audio recordings, dozens of victim impact statements and thousands of texts, emails and social media messages. We used these materials, along with our extensive interviews, to reconstruct what happened.
For every story, we worked to interview the accused officers, members of law enforcement who investigated these crimes, prosecutors who took on these cases and judges who handed down sentences. We've also spoken with dozens of people with expertise in law enforcement and sexual abuse prevention to gain insight into systemic failures and best practices.
Do you have a story or tip to share with us? You can email reporter Jessica Contrera here and reporter Jenn Abelson here, or contact us using the form below, and our team may be in touch. We won't publish anything you tell us here without following up.
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
Reporting by Jessica Contrera and Jenn Abelson. Data reporting and analysis by John D. Harden. Hayden Godfrey also contributed to this report.
Photos by Carolyn Van Houten. Photo editing by Robert Miller. Video by Alice Li. Video editing by Joy Sung. Design and development by Tucker Harris. Additional design by Laura Padilla Castellanos. Design editing by Christian Font. Graphics by Daniel Wolfe. Graphics editing by Reuben Fischer-Baum. "Post Reports" production by Ariel Plotnick and Monica Campbell.
Lynda Robinson was the lead editor. Additional editing by David S. Fallis, Anu Narayanswamy, Courtney Kan, Tara McCarty, Christopher Rickett, Ashleigh Wilson, Jessica Koscielniak, Jay Wang, Angela Hill and John Sullivan.
Court records research by Riley Ceder, Razzan Nakhlawi, Jennifer Jenkins, Monika Mathur, Alice Crites and Cate Brown. Public records requests by Nate Jones.
Additional production and support from Steven Bohner, Matthew Callahan, Brandon Carter, Sarah Childress, Emma Grazado, Meghan Hoyer, Chloe Meister, Jordan Melendrez, Candace Mitchell, Sarah Murray, Alexandra Pannoni, Andrea Platten and Kyley Schultz.
Additional contributors from the Police Integrity Research Group at Bowling Green State University are Philip M. Stinson, Chloe Wentzlof and Eric Cooke.
Additional contributors from the American University-Washington Post practicum program are Alex Angle, Riley Ceder, Madeleine Sherer, Ben Baker, Nicholas Fogleman, Daniela Alejandra Lobo, Mirika Rayaprolu, Nami Hijikata, Solene Guarinos, Alexandra Rivera, Ron Simon III, Cameron Jennings Adams, Dima Amro and Siddhi Prabhanjan Mahatole.
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Smithsonian's Latino museum settles with affirmative action foe
The Smithsonian National Museum of the American Latino promised to make it clear that its undergraduate internship is open to all ethnicities.
By Julian  Mark | 2024-03-27

The National Museum of the American Latino oversees the Molina Family Latino Gallery at the National Museum of American History. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


The Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of the American Latino has promised to make it clear that its undergraduate internship is open to all ethnicities -- not only Latino students -- after the museum was sued last month by a prominent affirmative action opponent who accused the program of "pro-Latino discrimination."
In a settlement agreement filed Tuesday, the Smithsonian agreed to add a statement to its application that the internship is "equally open to students of all races and ethnicities" and that officials "should not give preference or restrict selection based on race or ethnicity."
Though the application process did not explicitly bar non-Latinos, activist Edward Blum's American Alliance for Equal Rights alleged in its Feb. 22 lawsuit that all 30 interns since 2022 were Latino. Such results suggest a racial preference, which would violate the Constitution's equal protection clause, the group alleged.
"Every student who is interested in this area of museum studies should have the opportunity to compete for an internship without their race being a factor," Blum said in a statement Wednesday. "Corporations, law firms, academia, and cultural institutions must end these kinds of unlawful, racially exclusive programs and policies."
In an email, Smithsonian spokeswoman Linda St. Thomas said she would "let the settlement speak for itself" and declined further comment. In court documents, the museum said it has never considered race when reviewing internship applications.
Federal diversity efforts have come under fire in recent years, especially since the Supreme Court last year upended race-conscious college admissions. In March, a federal judge in Texas ruled that the Minority Business Development Agency, a 55-year-old federal program created to assist minority-owned businesses in accessing capital and government contracts, could not limit services to only Blacks, Latinos and other racial minorities. Last year, the Small Business Administration was forced to overhaul its program for minority contractors after a Tennessee judge ruled that it could not base admittance on race.
Last week, the U.S. House Office of Diversity and Inclusion, created in 2020 to build a workforce reflective of the nation's demographic makeup, was dissolved as part of the government spending bill signed into law Saturday.
Dariely Rodriguez, deputy chief counsel for the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, which filed an amicus brief in the Smithsonian case, said the organization is "pleased that the internship program will proceed as it was designed -- open to all applicants while specifically addressing the underrepresentation of Latinos in the museum industry."
"Given that only 5 percent of key museum positions are filled by Latinos, programs like the Smithsonian's are necessary to help eliminate systemic barriers to opportunity," Rodriguez added.
Before the settlement, the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law said in its brief, filed along with a group of Latino organizations, that the plaintiffs were using the equal protection clause as a "bludgeon to deter equal opportunity."
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Texas police investigate after 8-year-old found dead in hotel pool pipe
Aliyah Jaico was swimming at the DoubleTree by Hilton Houston Brookhollow when she was "violently sucked" into a large pipe in the pool's flow system, a lawsuit says. 
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-03-27

A photo of Aliyah Jaico taken by her mother, Jose Daniela Jaico Ahumada. (Jose Daniela Jaico Ahumada) 


Aliyah Jaico was swimming with her family at a hotel pool in Texas when she was "violently sucked" into a gap in the pool's flow system, according to a lawsuit filed by her family. Hours after the 8-year-old was reported missing, her body was found  "inside a large pipe in the pool area," Houston police said in a statement.
"She just disappeared," Richard Nava, a lawyer representing the family, told reporters at a news conference Tuesday, calling the Saturday incident "horrific." He added: "Her poor little body was contorted when she was sucked into this hole and pipe 20 feet back."
Houston police said the girl was reported missing about 5:45 p.m. Saturday, after "swimming with other family members in a lazy river style swimming pool" at the DoubleTree by Hilton Houston Brookhollow hotel. She was found about 11:30 p.m. and was pronounced dead by paramedics, police said, adding that they were "continuing to investigate the incident."
This week, the family filed a wrongful-death lawsuit against the hotel and its parent company, Hilton Worldwide Holdings. The family is also bringing suit against the local operator of the hotel, Unique Crowne Hospitality, accusing it of "gross negligence."
"It took the fire department 13 hours to actually get her physical body removed from the pipe," Justin Martinez, a communications representative for the Nava Law Group and the Jaico family, said in a phone interview Wednesday, adding that legal representatives for the family would be filing a restraining order against the hotel so that the pool area is secured and "nothing at the site is compromised."
According to the lawsuit, Aliyah "loved to swim," and her mother, Jose Daniela Jaico Ahumada, had rented a room at the hotel that day "to enjoy a day of swimming with her family."
Richard Nava told reporters there was "an issue with the flow of the water" inside the pool that caused Aliyah to be sucked into what the lawsuit describes as an "unsecured open gap."
The hole was about 12 to 16 inches wide, Nava said, adding that first responders, including Houston's fire department, had to "break up" the concrete pipe to retrieve Aliyah's body.
"We are seeking justice for Aliyah, because this could have been avoidable," Nava said, adding that Aliyah's loved ones were "devastated" by her death. The family is seeking at least $1 million in damages, the lawsuit says.
The Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences has ruled Aliyah's death accidental, saying she died of drowning and mechanical asphyxia, which is when an object or physical force prevents someone from breathing, the Associated Press reported.
The pool is "closed until further notice" with "re-inspection required," according to an aquatic facility inspection report by the Houston Health Department.
The pool did not meet standards because, among other violations, "the owner/manager didn't have drain cover documentation," Porfirio Villarreal, a public information officer for the department, said in an email Wednesday, adding that "the department will lift closure once violations are corrected."
In a statement emailed to The Washington Post on Wednesday, a Hilton spokesperson said the company was "deeply saddened by the tragic loss of a young girl at the DoubleTree by Hilton Houston Brookhollow," and added that the property is "independently owned and operated by a third party."
Hilton said it "does not own, manage, or control the day-to-day operations of the property and does not employ any of the property's staff or its third-party operators."
Chris Jones, a spokesman for Unique Crowne Hospitality, the hotel operator, said in a statement Wednesday that the company is "deeply saddened" by Aliyah's death.
"We offer our sincere and deepest condolences to her family and loved ones at this difficult time," the statement said. "Our commitment to providing a safe and secure environment for our guests is paramount and we will continue to cooperate fully with all authorities investigating this incident."
Ahumada, Aliyah's mother, had "stepped away" from her daughter for a "brief moment," Nava told reporters Tuesday. As soon as she realized her daughter was missing, about 4:50 p.m., she raised the alarm with hotel employees.
About 5:20 p.m., Ahumada asked hotel management to look at the video surveillance footage, but hotel staff said police had to be present for that, the lawsuit said, adding that Ahumada called 911 about 5:45 p.m. and reported her daughter missing. When police were granted access to the security footage, it became clear that Aliyah "went underwater and never emerged," the document said.
Her body was found after a recovery team drained the pool and used video cameras attached to 20-foot poles to inspect the pipes, the lawsuit said.
"Things at the hotel could have been done a lot better," Nava said Tuesday. "There was a lot of time wasted."
Tuesday's inspection report on the pool noted that "one suction outlet cover" was "partially missing from the suction pipe where search and recovery occurred," and that the pool operator had "failed to obtain a pre-opening inspection" after the pool had been remodeled.
Official safety guidance from the Consumer Product Safety Commission recommends not leaving children to swim unattended and encourages parents and caregivers to learn how to give CPR.
The website cites the Pool and Spa Safety Act, which stipulates that "all public pools and spas must have drain grates or covers that meet safety standards." The organization notes that "powerful suction from a pool or spa drain can even trap an adult."
In his email Wednesday, Nava said Hilton's "attaching their brand to this specific location raises many questions." Nava said his team was seeking to investigate "what process and due diligence the Hilton hotel brand conducts in its franchise agreements."
"Aliyah was a wonderful, smart little girl who loved to swim and play Roblox. Her funeral will be held Thursday," he added.
"Thank you my girl for teaching me what love is," Aliyah's mother wrote in a Facebook tribute to her daughter. "After every battle we went through together we didn't win this one."
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Palestinian Authority announces new cabinet amid U.S. pressure
The reshuffle comes amid a push for the Palestinian Authority to present a new face, driven by hopes that it could play a role in rebuilding Gaza.
By Sufian Taha , Adam Taylor | 2024-03-28

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas meets with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Amman, Jordan, Tuesday Oct. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, Pool, File)


RAMALLAH, West Bank -- The Palestinian Authority named the members of a new cabinet Thursday, pledging a new technocratic government that could help rebuild Gaza and fight endemic corruption.
Muhammad Mustafa, appointed as prime minister earlier this month, announced the names of 22 new ministers who would join him in the government and outlined his vision, in a statement addressed to Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas.
The reshuffle at the highest ranks of the Palestinian Authority, which runs parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, comes amid U.S. and other international pressure to present a new face -- driven by hopes, however tenuous, that the authority could overcome its credibility problems to play a role in governing what remains of the Gaza Strip after Israel's ongoing military campaign.
Israel has vowed to crush Hamas, which gained power in Gaza in 2007 after violently ousting the authority. Israel's targeting of key figures in the Hamas-led government -- not just military leaders but also civil servants such as police -- has led to a chaotic power vacuum, especially in the aid-starved north.
A "reformed and revitalized" Palestinian Authority could work to meet "the aspirations of the Palestinian people," White House spokesman John Kirby told reporters Thursday, adding that it was "too soon to make any broad judgments about this particular new government."
Analysts said the new cabinet contained few surprises. "Nothing new," said Tareq Baconi, president of the board of Al-Shabaka, a Palestinian think tank. "Just cosmetic adjustments on a body that has become a central pillar of Israeli apartheid."
The cabinet appeared to be designed to address both international pressure on corruption and governance but also widespread apathy and discontent with the Palestinian Authority, which was set up after the 1993 Oslo accords to administer the Palestinian territories.
Mustafa said in the statement that he was creating a nonpartisan government that could not only help rebuild and reconstruct Gaza, but also fight corruption and unify the divided Palestinian institutions.
The statement did not address, however, the lack of power held by the Palestinian Authority in Gaza.
It also offered no indication that 88-year-old Abbas would relinquish his role as president. The octogenarian leader has held power for two decades but has not held elections in 18 years, even as his government has grown increasingly unpopular among Palestinians.
A poll by the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research released in December found more than 90 percent of West Bank Palestinians wanted Abbas, better known as Abu Mazen, to step down.
During a recent visit to Washington, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said: "We will identify an alternative to Hamas," so that the Israel Defense Forces "may complete its mission." The United States has pushed Abbas to make significant reforms to the Palestinian Authority, hoping that the body could eventually help with reconstruction in Gaza, providing an alternative to Hamas that might be acceptable to Israelis and Palestinians.
The appointment of Mustafa as prime minister on March 14 dimmed many of those hopes. An economist with a doctorate from George Washington University, Mustafa has been seen as a close ally of Abbas, and his appointment viewed as an indication that Abbas planned to retain political control rather than step back.
In the announcement Thursday, Mustafa said he would also serve as foreign minister, ending speculation about who would take one of the most high-profile cabinet positions.
Several other well-known figures were named to the cabinet. Muhamad al-Amour, who served as president of the Palestinian Businessmen Association, was appointed economy minister. Ziad Hab al-Reeh, who had formerly served as chief of the Palestinian Authority's internal intelligence agency, was retained as interior minister. 
Raquela Karamson, a spokesperson with the Israeli prime minister's office, told reporters after the announcement Israeli officials doubted the new cabinet would change controversial Palestinian Authority policies like the payments to families of people imprisoned by Israel for terrorism offenses.
"If that continues, then there is no change in the new cabinet and no reason for a new cabinet," Karamson said.
In the West Bank, some Palestinians expressed doubts over the usefulness of Thursday's move.
"The solution is to form a national unity government and consult all factions," said Muhammed Ali, a 57-year-old real estate developer in Shuafat. "What will happen to this government after the war on Gaza ends? It will lose its legitimacy and collapse."
Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict live updates: Israel to reschedule talks in Washington on Rafah offensive, U.S. says; Palestinian Authority names new cabinet 
Israel previously canceled a delegation to discuss its military plan in Rafah after Washington abstained from a U.N. cease-fire resolution, allowing it to pass.
By Frances Vinall, Victoria Bisset, Adam Taylor, Sammy Westfall, Karen DeYoung, Helier Cheung | 2024-03-28
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office agreed to reschedule a visit by an Israeli delegation to Washington, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters, to further discuss U.S. concerns about Israel's planned ground invasion of the southern Gaza city of Rafah. Israel previously canceled the delegation after the United States abstained from a U.N. Security Council vote on a cease-fire resolution, allowing it to pass. The Palestinian Authority named a new cabinet Thursday, amid discontent in the West Bank and international pressure to reform.
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Fans push to reunite magpie and dog 'besties,' separated by authorities
Queensland Premier Steven Miles appeared to back a push to reunite Peggy and Molly, who are popular on Instagram. They were separated due to a permit issue.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-03-28

This is not actually Molly the magpie. (VMJones/Getty Images/iStockphoto)


Peggy and Molly are typical best friends. They hang out. Play. Sunbathe.
But in one important way, they are an unusual pair: Peggy is a dog, and Molly is a magpie.
A couple in Queensland, Australia, rescued Molly in 2020 after she fell from a nest. The magpie bonded with their Staffordshire terrier, Peggy, and became somewhat of a social media celebrity.
Through their Instagram account @peggyandmolly, the couple, Juliette Wells and Reece Mortensen, chronicles the dog and magpie's daily adventures for 730,000 followers. They also published a book about Peggy and Molly, and sell calendars and postcards featuring the duo.
But Peggy and Molly's rising popularity also attracted the attention of wildlife authorities. Authorities successfully demanded that Molly be surrendered into their care after receiving complaints from members of the public, saying that Wells and Mortensen did not have the proper permits to look after a wild bird.
Fans of Peggy and Molly are now mobilizing to get the pair reunited.
"Help us in our fight to return Molly the magpie home," said Mortensen in a video posted to their Instagram page, asking their followers to email their local members of Parliament and officials at the Department of Environment, Science and Innovation (DESI) about their case. An online petition had over 76,000 signatures late Thursday.
After the public outcry, Queensland Premier Steven Miles said Thursday that wildlife authorities stand "ready to train Molly's parents to be wildlife caregivers, to get them the right certification, so Molly can be reunited with her family."
"What I'm most interested in here is what's in the best interests of that animal," said Miles, who is the head of government in the northeastern Australian state. "There has to be a way within the rules to see Molly live out a happy life with her family."
Though wildlife regulation in Queensland states that "some exotic and native birds may be kept privately," only licensed volunteer wildlife caregivers can keep and look after injured wild animals long-term. A DESI spokesperson told ABC that Molly the magpie was "taken from the wild and kept unlawfully with no permit, licence or authority."
Though Molly's owners said they did "everything in our power" to obtain the right permits and training, they surrendered Molly to DESI this month.
Wells and Mortensen argue it's in Molly's best interest to stay with them. "We are asking why a wild magpie can't decide for himself where he wants to live and who he wants to spend his time with," they wrote on Instagram.
Peggy and Molly are the latest animals to get caught up in tensions between pet owners and wildlife authorities. Social media videos of animals exhibiting unusual or humanlike behavior are growing in popularity, but experts say many wild animals are not meant to live in domesticated settings, and have warned about risks to the animals and their owners due to the spread of disease.
Wells said she was walking outside in the fall of 2020 when she came across a baby magpie that had fallen from its nest. She rescued it from "certain death," she said, and brought the magpie home.
"Peggy needed something to nurture and Molly needed nurturing," says a website about their story, and the duo became "besties."
About a year later, Peggy had five puppies. Molly "became very close to all" of them, and "now has an incredible bond" with one of them, named Ruby, according to the website.
In the past three-and-a-half years, near-daily videos posted on the @peggyandmolly Instagram account have shown Molly, Peggy and Ruby sharing toys and napping next to each other in the sun -- and suggest that the magpie even learned to imitate Peggy and Ruby's bark.
In another video, Molly puts a wing over its friend on a dog bed.
Though the videos are popular, Wells said multiple complaints have been made to authorities about Molly's situation. Cat Coakes, a wildlife caregiver who told the Australian Broadcasting Corporation she complained to DESI about Molly, said animals should not be used as "clickbait."
"In the long-term it's not going to want to stay and play with pets -- it's a magpie," Coakes told ABC.
Australian authorities have warned the public that some magpies can be "aggressive towards people" when defending their nests, particularly during what's known as "magpie swooping season," typically between July and November. Videos of Australians being chased by magpies have gone viral, and the Queensland government has warned the public to "stay safe from swooping magpies."
Now, Molly is in the care of DESI, which is investigating the magpie's case. A spokesperson told ABC that "animals in rehabilitation must not associate with domestic animals due to the potential for them to be subjected to stress and the risks of behavioural imprinting and transmission of diseases."
"Unfortunately," the spokesperson added, in Molly's case, the bird "has been highly habituated to human contact and is not capable of being released back into the wild."
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Jordan's government struggles to contain unrest as Gaza protests grow
Jordan has largely managed to contain protests over the war in Gaza. But public anger is spreading, sending shock waves through the security establishment.
By Sarah Dadouch | 2024-03-28

Jordanian security forces clashed with protesters trying to reach the Israeli embassy in Amman on March 25.


Hundreds of protesters gathered in the Jordanian capital Tuesday for a third straight night to call for an end to Israel's war in Gaza, clashing with baton-carrying riot police before tear gas rained down on them.
On Wednesday night, demonstrators were back on the streets. "Open the borders," they chanted.
Though there have been regular protests in Amman, Jordan, throughout the nearly six-month war, the government has largely managed to contain the situation by aligning itself with public sentiment -- harshly criticizing Israel's conduct of the war and championing the Palestinian cause. But the scenes this week appeared more spontaneous, the crowds larger and the anger more raw, sending shock waves through the country's powerful security establishment.
"Jordan is in an unenviable position," said Saud al-Sharafat, a former Brig. Gen. in the Jordanian General Intelligence Directorate and founder of the Sharafat iCenter for the Study of Globalization and Terrorism. The grinding conflict in Gaza, and the soaring Palestinian death toll, are testing the state's "ability to maintain the tempo that exists now, so that [things] do not get out of control."
The Kingdom of Jordan occupies a unique position in the Middle East. It is a close and longtime ally of the United States, receiving more than $1 billion annually in economic and military aid. In 1994, Jordan signed a peace treaty with neighboring Israel. But the mass displacement of Palestinians during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war -- known to Arabs as the "nakba," or catastrophe -- forever altered the country's demographics.
Jordan is home to more than 2 million Palestinian refugees, most of whom have Jordanian citizenship. Analysts estimate half of the population is of Palestinian descent. For many here, geographically and emotionally, the war in Gaza feels very close.
Jordanian authorities -- who typically show little tolerance for public demonstrations -- have sanctioned weekly protests after Friday prayers.
"It seems, over time, government institutions learned their lessons and started giving space [for people] to relieve tension," said Sharafat.

Demonstrators carry banners and flags as a flare burns during a protest in support of Palestinians in Gaza, amid the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinian Islamist group Hamas, outside Al Kalouti mosque near the Israeli embassy in Amman, Jordan, on Wednesday. (Alaa Al-Sukhn/Reuters) 


Yet the government has also tried to contain the unrest, forbidding any crowding near, or storming of, the border zone with Israel. Several attempts by protesters in early October to reach the country's border with the West Bank were thwarted by riot police.
That same month, Jordan's Public Security Directorate said protesters assaulted and injured public security personnel, threw molotov cocktails and damaged public and private property.
Jordanian lawyers representing detainees told Human Rights Watch this month that hundreds of people have likely been arrested for their involvement in protests or online Palestinian advocacy.
"Jordanian authorities are trampling the right to free expression and assembly in an effort to tamp down Gaza-related activism," said Lama Fakih, the group's Middle East director.
The government's public advocacy for war-battered Gaza has also helped keep a lid on public anger.
Jordan's Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi was one of the first Arab officials to say that Israel's war in Gaza met the "legal definition of genocide," an accusation Israel called "outrageous." In November, he announced the cancellation of a controversial economic pact with Israel, under which Jordan would have provided energy to its neighbor in exchange of water.
Such regional projects "will not proceed" while the war continues, he told Al Jazeera at the time, adding that Jordan was focused entirely on ending Israel's "retaliatory barbarism" in Gaza.
But there are limits to how far the government is willing to go, having "tied its political and economic vision to close relations with the United States and Israel," said Jillian Schwedler, a professor at Hunter College and author of a book on protests in Jordan. Those ties, she added, "are not easily untangled."
After a meeting at the White House last month, Jordan's King Abdullah was blunt: "We cannot stand by and let this continue," he said, with President Biden at his side. "We need a lasting cease-fire now. This war must end."
In the six weeks since, multiple rounds of shuttle diplomacy by American, Arab and Israeli officials have failed to produce even a temporary cease-fire.

Demonstrators carry flags during a protest in support of Palestinians in Gaza, amid the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinian Islamist group Hamas, outside Al Kalouti mosque near the Israeli embassy in Amman, Jordan, on Tuesday. (Alaa Al-Sukhni/Reuters) 


As public discontent grows, Jordan's security establishment is getting jittery. Unemployment was over 22 percent last year; many young men are out of work. There are fears that the Muslim Brotherhood, a long-suppressed opposition group and a Hamas ally, is playing a role in the protests, hoping to garner support ahead of general elections in August.
"We are your men, Sinwar," some protesters chanted Tuesday night, a reference to Yehiya Sinwar, the Hamas leader who planned the Oct. 7 attack on Israel and remains at large in Gaza.
On Saturday, Jordan's Foreign Ministry announced that its embassy in Tel Aviv was following up on reports in Israeli media that two armed men were detained near al-Fasayil village in the West Bank, having allegedly crossed the Jordanian border.
The alarm is palpable among decision-makers in the government, Sharafat said. Regularly dispatching riot police is a financial drain on Jordan's small and struggling economy, he said. And there is the emotional burden on police themselves, he added, many of whom are also Palestinian. After fasting from sunrise to sunset for the Islamic holy month of Ramadan, their nights are now spent clashing with protesters.
As the war has worn on, demonstrators have gotten bolder: the cancellation of the water for energy deal was followed by growing public demands for annulling Jordan's peace treaty with Israel. With the Israeli military now threatening an invasion of Rafah, home to some 1.4 million displaced Palestinians, Sharafat said popular pressure will only increase.
"The Jordanian position is currently in crisis ... in figuring out how to deal with the next stage, how to deal with the protests," he said. "The space the government has to maneuver is very tight."
Schwedler said she expects "more of the same" -- "sharp condemnation of Israel, strained formal diplomatic relations for a while, but little change in policy or ties with Israel."
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How many hostages are still in Gaza since Hamas attack on Israel? What to know. 
Israel estimates some 112 hostages held by Hamas have been released or freed; 96 are believed still to be alive in Gaza. Here's what we know.
By Victoria Bisset, Sammy Westfall, Helier Cheung | 2024-03-28
The Israeli government estimates that 253 hostages were taken in the cross-border Oct. 7 Hamas attack that killed 1,200 people in Israel, though numbers have shifted over the course of the war. According to the latest figures, 96 hostages are believed to still be alive and in captivity in the Gaza Strip, but the country has not given the full basis for its estimates.
Since the attack, 112 hostages held in the Gaza Strip have been freed. A deal between Israel and Hamas, mediated by Qatar, paused the fighting on Nov. 24 and allowed for the release of women and children in exchange for Palestinian women and teens in Israeli prisons. However, fighting restarted Dec. 1, with Israeli warplanes resuming strikes in Gaza.
During the pause, 81 Israeli citizens -- including those who also hold citizenship from other countries -- were released. Under the deal's framework, every Israeli hostage freed would initiate the release of three Palestinian prisoners. Outside the framework of the exchange deal, 24 foreign nationals -- who do not hold Israeli citizenship -- were freed. Some hostages -- including two Americans -- were also released or rescued outside of the deal.
The number of hostages who have died in captivity and the ages, genders and nationalities of those remaining in Gaza are unclear. Israel has estimated that the majority of those remaining have Israeli citizenship and are male. It's unclear how many are members of the Israeli military. Two Americans -- Abigail Edan, 4, and Liat Beinin Atzili, 49 -- were released under the exchange deal. Fewer than 10 U.S. citizens are now held hostage, according to the White House.
While Hamas is thought to hold most of the hostages, some are believed to be held by other militant groups, including Palestinian Islamic Jihad, whose fighters also took part in the Oct. 7 attack. Israel blames Hamas for the deaths of some hostages, and it said at least three were killed in its own operations; Hamas says Israeli strikes have killed some hostages. The Washington Post could not independently verify either side's claims.
Here is a list of the hostages released and what is known about those who remain.
Israel and Hamas initially agreed on a four-day deal that would pause hostilities to exchange captives. The deal, which began Nov. 24, was extended multiple times, allowing for the release of more hostages. The United States pushed for a broader deal that could also encompass the release of men and military personnel, but negotiations broke down and hostilities resumed on Dec. 1.
According to the Israeli government, 253 people were thought to have been abducted on Oct. 7. The Israeli Prime Minister's office says that of the 130 hostages taken on Oct. 7 who are still held in Gaza, 34 are now confirmed dead, bringing the estimated number of living hostages to 96. Israel includes hostages who were killed, with their bodies still held by Hamas, in its count.
The majority of the remaining hostages are Israelis or dual nationals, and male. Some Americans are believed to remain in captivity in Gaza. The only children on Israel's list of remaining hostages are Kfir Bibas, who was 9 months old when he was abducted, and his 4-year-old brother, Ariel. Israel has said it is assessing Hamas's claims that the Bibas children and their mother, Shiri, were killed.
Ten of the remaining hostages are foreign nationals, according to Israel. Israel previously described the breakdown as eight Thai citizens, one Nepali citizen and one French-Mexican citizen.
Before the pause in fighting, Hamas released four hostages in two batches in October. Americans Judith Raanan, 59, and her daughter Natalie, 17, were released Oct. 20. Hamas said this was for "humanitarian reasons," without elaborating.
Yocheved Lifshitz and Nurit Cooper, Israeli women in their 70s and 80s, were released Oct. 23, for what Hamas called "crushing humanitarian reasons." Their husbands remain in captivity.
Israel said one of its soldiers who was taken in the Hamas incursion was released after a rescue operation in late October. The soldier was identified as Pvt. Ori Megidish.
In mid-February, Israel's military said it rescued two Israeli Argentine dual nationals, Fernando Simon Marman and Luis Har, amid deadly airstrikes on Rafah.
It is unclear how many of the remaining hostages are still alive.
Israel said it has recovered 11 bodies of hostages from Gaza, including several whose deaths it blames on Hamas and some who have been killed in its own operations.
Israel said there are 34 additional hostages it believes were killed whose bodies have not been recovered, including one who was killed in a rescue attempt. That number includes one Tanzanian worker. It said it has been updating its list of hostages killed based on confirmation from "intelligence and other measures." Its list appeared also to include some whose bodies were taken into Gaza after they were killed in the Oct. 7 attack.
Nov. 24: The day the pause began, Israel's Foreign Ministry confirmed that 13 Israelis were released.
Nov. 25: Israel's Foreign Ministry confirmed that 13 Israelis were released.
Nov. 26: The Israeli Foreign Ministry listed 14 Israelis who were released.
Nov. 27: Israel's Foreign Ministry listed 11 Israeli hostages as being released.
All those released on Nov. 27 have dual citizenship -- French, Argentine and German, said Qatar's foreign minister, Al Ansari.
Nov. 28: Israel's Foreign Ministry said 10 Israeli hostages were released. One of the hostages was born in the Philippines, and some also hold Argentine citizenship, according to local media reports.
Nov. 29: The Israeli prime minister's office said 10 Israeli hostages were released. Two others with Russian citizenship were also released. Qatar's and Germany's foreign ministries said there were three German citizens released, but The Post could not confirm the name of one.
Nov. 30: Hamas released eight Israeli hostages, Israel's military said.
Some other foreign nationals -- mostly Thai -- were also released during the pause in fighting.

Thai nationals who were released after being taken hostage by Hamas leave the Shamir Medical Center in Ramla, Israel, on their way to be flown back to Thailand. (Maya Levin/AP)


Nov. 24: 10 Thai nationals and one Filipino national were released, the Thai and Philippine foreign ministries confirmed. Israel's Foreign Ministry also listed the names of those freed.
Nov. 25: The Thai Foreign Ministry said four Thai nationals were released, and they were named by a Thai public broadcaster.
Nov. 26: The Thai Foreign Ministry said three Thai nationals had been released. Their names were published by the Israeli Foreign Ministry.
Nov. 28: Thailand's foreign minister said he welcomed two Thai nationals who had been released. They were named by Israel's Foreign Ministry.
Nov. 29: The Israeli prime minister's office announced that four Thai nationals had been released into Israel. They were named by Thailand's Foreign Ministry.
Lior Soroka, Itay Stern, Shira Rubin and Kate Brady contributed to this report.
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The global risks caused by bigger and bigger container ships
Container ships keep getting bigger. But as the economies of scale grow, so do the risks.
By Adam Taylor | 2024-03-28
You're reading an excerpt from the Today's WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox every weekday.

The container ship Dali in the Patapsco River at the scene of the collision with the Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday. (Hadley Green/The Washington Post)


Big ships can cause big problems. In 2021, the huge container ship Ever Given twisted sideways in the Suez Canal, blocking a crucial trade passage between Europe and Asia. For almost a week, this firmly lodged ship captivated a pandemic-weary world that responded with wild theories and wilder memes. But there was a real-world impact as well: The trade traversing the canal was worth up to $10 billion daily.
This week, a different heavy cargo ship struck a support column for the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore at around 1:30 a.m., prompting the 1.6-mile-long bridge to come crashing down into the water almost immediately. The collapse of the bridge Tuesday morning has disrupted trade from the Port of Baltimore, which handled $81 billion of foreign cargo in 2023. Rebuilding the bridge could cost hundreds of millions of dollars.
Six construction workers who were on the bridge are presumed dead, though officials have said a Mayday warning from the ship allowed the Maryland Transportation Authority police to close traffic across the bridge, probably preventing some casualties.
These two events, which took place almost exactly three years apart, occurred 5,000 miles from one another and in considerably different circumstances. But both involved enormous ships of the kind that have become the backbone of modern global trade. The Ever Given is what is known as an ultra-large ship, almost more than 1,300 feet long, with a gross tonnage of 220,000. The Dali ship, while still enormous on human scale, is a smaller ship with a length of around 980 feet and a gross tonnage of less than 100,000.
These large ships are a long way from the world's first successful container ship, a converted steamship that traveled from New Jersey to Texas in 1956. Container ships slowly increased in size for decades after that, before suddenly leaping significantly in size over the past 20 years, forcing ports and canals to adapt, often at the cost of billions of dollars. But new shipping technology and the logic of economies of scale meant ships got bigger and bigger.
The Key Bridge opened in 1977 with a price tag equivalent to $316 million in modern figures. It was a mammoth piece of infrastructure engineering. Yet even it could not stand up to a modern container ship. Indeed, no bridge pier can withstand being hit by a ship the size of the Dali, Benjamin W. Schafer, a professor of civil and systems engineering at Johns Hopkins University, told my colleagues this week.
"These container ships are so huge," Schafer said.

The Ever Green cargo ship sits with its bow stuck into the wall on March 24, 2021. (Suez Canal Authority/AP)


It isn't just accidents that modern shopping has to worry about. Around 90 percent of international trade by volume is shipped via the oceans. These giant container ships traverse numerous geopolitical hot spots where actors have realized that blocking one or two ships can have a global impact that far outshines their initial outlay. While maritime trade has always been impacted by war, the size of current ships means a single successful rocket or drone attack could hobble a ship carrying hundreds of thousands of tons.
Last year, after Hamas's Oct. 7 attacks on Israel led to a huge assault on the Palestinian enclave of Gaza, the Yemeni militant group known as the Houthis began attacking container ships and oil tankers in the Bab al-Mandab Strait. The attacks effectively cut off access to the Red Sea, and with it the Suez Canal, leading numerous freight shippers to reroute their voyages south around Africa's southern tip, adding 10 days onto the average one-way trip.
Global shipping costs grew as a result, with supply chain experts estimating that global consumer prices could rise by up to 2 percent if the disruption were to last a whole year. Despite efforts by the United States and its allies to punish the Houthis for these attacks, they have so far not been able to.
The Bab el-Mandeb Strait is just one potential choke point for global shipping. On the other side of the Arabian Peninsula lies the Strait of Hormuz, where tensions between Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps and commercial ships regularly flare. There's the Black Sea, where Russia has been able to block numerous shipments of Ukrainian grain since the war it invaded its neighbor in February 2022.
Along with the Suez Canal, the Panama Canal is increasingly seen as a worry for global trade. While the latter allows a speedy shortcut through the Americas, it is reliant on rainwater and has been hindered for months by drought conditions.
In Asia, there are fears about strategic shipping routes like the Malacca Strait, which connects the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea between Indonesia and Malaysia, as well as the Taiwan Strait, the body of water that separates the self-governing island from China.
Asia is a particularly worrisome region when it comes to shipping. This year, labor organizations in the United States wrote to the Biden administration to petition for trade relief for the U.S. shipbuilding industry, noting that Chinese-built ships, many of them enormous megaships built by state-owned companies, now dominated global maritime trade. As the Financial Times's Rana Foroohar wrote this month, "America has essentially stopped building its own ships" over the past few decades.
Part of the reason for this move away from U.S. shipbuilding was that the raw materials and components needed to build these new ships were no longer produced in the United States, Foroohar noted. Ironically, these industries were the victims of the offshoring that only became possible after the surge in global trade produced by our new giant ships.

Rubymar on March 3. The British vessel had sunk in the Red Sea after being struck by a missile fired by Yemeni Houthi militants. (U.S. Central Command/Reuters)


In many ways, the giant container ship may be a symbol of our age. The Dali may have been sailing into an American port, but the ship was constructed by the Korean firm Hyundai, operated by a crew of Indian nationals, owned by a Singaporean firm and carrying containers on behalf of a Danish shipping giant that were en route to Sri Lanka.
This sort of multinational operation for a single ship is not unusual.
When the Houthis attacked a ship that was carrying tens of thousands of tons of fertilizer from Saudi Arabia to Bulgaria last month, they justified the move by claiming the ship was British and thus belonged to an ally of Israel, whom they oppose for the war in Gaza. (The ship, the Rubymar, later sank, providing spectacular images). But the only link between Britain and the Rubymar was that a maritime database listed an apartment in Southhampton, England, as an address for the owner.
As the Financial Times observed, the ship "flew the flag of Belize, was partly managed by a Beirut-based ship management company, was on a voyage organized by another Lebanese operator and had a mostly Syrian crew."
These opaque, transnational systems are the result of rampant globalization that enabled decades of booming economic growth. But that system doesn't always look great. Aside from the risk of hitting a bridge, running sideways in a canal or getting fired upon by militants, these giant ships represent an oligopoly with a lack of competition, Rachel Premack wrote in a stinging critique for Freight Waves in 2022, often with dubious business practices including unregulated labor practices.
Investigators are looking into whether the power outage that appears to have led the Dali to hit the Key Bridge was caused by dirty fuel, contaminated by water, dirt and algae that could clog filters in the ship's main generator. Ian Ralby, the CEO of IR Consilium, a maritime and resource security consultancy, told The Washington Post that the widespread disruption to global shipping routes may be exacerbating the problem.
"We may be in a situation where ships are going to be taking on fuel in places where they can't guarantee the quality or caliber of fuel," he said.
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Israel raids Gaza hospitals, as poll shows Americans disapprove of Israeli war conduct
Israeli forces are operating inside al-Amal Hospital in Khan Younis, the Israel Defense Forces said, as its raid on al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City continues.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Victoria Bisset, Bryan Pietsch, Sarah Dadouch, Karen DeYoung, Lior Soroka, Hannah Allam, John Hudson, William Booth, Hazem  Balousha, Annabelle Timsit, Sammy Westfall, Missy Ryan | 2024-03-28
Israeli forces are carrying out "an intelligence-based operation" at al-Amal Hospital in Khan Younis, the Israel Defense Forces said Wednesday, without giving further details. The IDF said forces are also continuing their raid on al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, which began over a week ago. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin urged Israel to abandon military plans for a ground offensive in Rafah, the southern Gaza city where more than 1 million Palestinians have crowded to escape fighting elsewhere in the enclave.
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Most Americans oppose Israel's war in Gaza, poll finds
The poll shows growing discontent among Americans over the conflict. 
By Bryan Pietsch | 2024-03-27

American and Israeli citizens gather in front of the U.S. Embassy branch office in Tel Aviv on March 8 to demand that the United States stop arming Israel. (Jack Guez/AFP/Getty Images)


Most Americans disapprove of Israel's war in Gaza, according to a Gallup poll released Wednesday -- a downward shift in Americans' opinions on the war.
More than half of Americans -- 55 percent -- said they disapprove of Israel's military action in Gaza, while 36 percent approve of it, according to the poll, which surveyed 1,016 U.S. adults this month. Nine percent said they had no opinion on the matter. The poll has a margin of error of plus or minus four percentage points.
The poll shows growing discontent among Americans with Israel's war in Gaza. A Gallup poll in November found that 50 percent of Americans approved of Israel's actions in Gaza, while 45 percent disapproved and 4 percent said they had no opinion on the war. The conflict, which has now killed more than 32,490 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, followed the Hamas militant group's Oct. 7 attack in Israel that killed about 1,200 people.
Approval of the war fell among both Republicans and Democrats, although those groups remain split: 64 percent of Republicans and 18 percent of Democrats approve of Israel's military action, according to the March poll. Such sentiments have fallen since November among adherents of both parties: 71 percent of Republicans said then that they approved of Israel's war in Gaza, while 36 percent of Democrats said they did.
Many Americans also disapprove of the United States sending more military aid to Israel for its war against Hamas, according to a poll released Wednesday by Quinnipiac University. More than half of U.S. voters, 52 percent, oppose sending more military aid, while 39 percent support doing so, according to a survey of 1,569 U.S. adults from March 21 to March 25. The poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 2.5 percentage points.
A poll conducted last month by the Pew Research Center and published last week found that opinions on the war are also split across religious lines, with 62 percent of American Jews saying Israel's war conduct is acceptable and 5 percent of American Muslims saying so.
President Biden faces reelection in November and has grappled with the fallout from his handling of the war. Some Arab Americans, specifically, have said they won't vote for him because of his ongoing support of Israel amid the war.
The Gallup poll released Wednesday tells "two conflicting stories" about prospective voters' views of Biden, however, said Robert Satloff, chair in U.S. Middle East policy at the Washington Institute, a D.C.-based think tank. On one hand, Americans are "increasingly frustrated" with the war in Gaza, including Biden's "supportive approach for Israel's right of self-defense," Satloff said. On the other, discontent with the war has not bogged down Biden's approval rating.
Jeffrey M. Jones, senior editor at Gallup, noted in his analysis of Gallup's poll that "although Americans rate Biden's handling of the conflict poorly, his overall job approval rating is no lower now than before the conflict began." Americans also don't rate the war among the most important problems facing the United States, he wrote. However, the conflict "could hurt the president by dampening turnout among would-be Biden voters who care deeply about the issue and are upset with his handling of the situation," Jones added.
"The key takeaway is that the Hamas-Israel war is a challenge for the policy side of the White House, not the political side," Satloff said. "While that may change if major military operations continue through the summer, these numbers should calm nervous Biden supporters who fear his support for Israel is a political liability."
The Biden administration in recent weeks has expressed frustration with Israel's conduct in the Gaza Strip. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin told Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant in a meeting at the Pentagon on Tuesday that "in Gaza today, the number of civilian casualties is far too high, and the amount of humanitarian aid is far too low."
The United States on Monday abstained from a United Nations Security Council vote on a resolution calling for a cease-fire in Gaza, allowing the measure to pass. The resolution -- and the U.S. abstention -- infuriated Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who canceled a planned visit by Israeli officials to Washington. The United States usually vetoes measures seen as unfriendly to Israel.
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As death toll in Moscow attack rises to 143, migrants face fury and raids
After Russian authorities charged four citizens of Tajikistan with the terror strike on the Crocus City Hall concert venue, migrant workers across Russia faced anger and police raids. 
By Francesca Ebel | 2024-03-27

People enter Moscow's Red Square through metal detectors amid tightened security after Friday's terrorist attack at the Crocus City Hall concert venue. (Yuri Kochetkov/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Russian authorities on Wednesday raised the official death toll to 143 in the terrorist attack on a Moscow concert venue, and Baza, a Telegram channel close to Russian law enforcement, reported that as many as 95 people are missing and not included on the lists of dead or wounded.
Russia's Emergency Services Ministry, citing official Health Ministry data, published a list of 143 names of people who were killed Friday when four gunmen with automatic weapons burst into Crocus City Hall on the outskirts of Moscow, shot many concertgoers and then set the building on fire. Many of the victims appeared to have died of smoke inhalation, Russian authorities said.
The Islamic State asserted responsibility for the attack, but senior Russian security officials, without citing evidence, have alleged that Ukraine, the United States and Britain had a role in organizing the strike.
Russian security forces have arrested four men, all citizens of Tajikistan, and accused them of carrying out the assault. The men appeared in a Moscow court Sunday and showed signs of being badly beaten. Videos circulating widely on Russian social media showed evidence of torture, including one whose ear was partly cut off.
The report by Baza suggested that the final death toll could be substantially higher than 143. Authorities have said some 360 people were wounded in the attack, with dozens still hospitalized.
Meanwhile, in the wake of Friday's assault, there has been a surge in raids on dormitories and workplaces where Central Asian migrants live and work, as well as heightened checks on migrant workers.
Russia is home to millions of Central Asian immigrants and migrant workers who commonly face discrimination, which is certain to intensify after the arrests in the Crocus City Hall rampage.
Tajik migrants have reported a spike in xenophobic aggression, and in cities across Russia, assaults on migrant communities have been reported.
In the city of Blagoveshchensk, in the Amur region of Russia's Far East, a shopping center frequented by Central Asian migrants was set on fire by unknown assailants. The city's mayor, Oleg Imameev, said the arson was motivated "obviously, on ethnic grounds." And in Kaluga, southwest of Moscow, a group of people beat up three citizens of Tajikistan -- one of whom was hospitalized.
On Wednesday, police and the national guard raided a huge warehouse on the outskirts of Moscow, according to the state news agency Tass.
Tass reported that authorities were scrutinizing passports and work permits at the warehouse, which has at least 5,000 employees. ASTRA, an independent Russian outlet, reported that police were using batons to beat those who tried to resist inspection.
Videos shared on Russian Telegram channels showed a column of dozens of people being led away from the warehouse used by Wildberries, an e-commerce company, as well as police wagons stationed near a large crowd of people dressed in purple uniforms. One Russian Telegram channel, Masha, reported that at least 40 people were detained.
In a post on Instagram, the Russian Tajik singer Manizha expressed fears that national fury over the Crocus City Hall attack "will fall on Tajiks and all Central Asians." Manizha appealed for kindness. "Despite all the horror and darkness, we are obliged to remain human beings," she said.
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U.S. appeals court keeps block on Texas immigration law
A federal appeals court panel decided to continue blocking a Texas immigration law from taking effect pending an April 3 hearing on the law's constitutionality.
By Maria Sacchetti | 2024-03-27

A Border Patrol agent speaks with migrants at the border in El Paso on March 20. (Justin Hamel/Reuters)


A divided federal appeals court dealt a major blow to a new Texas law that empowers state officials to detain and deport migrants, ruling that it will remain on hold and saying that the statute tramples on broad federal control of immigration.
The 2-1 decision late Tuesday by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit follows a lower-court ruling in February that said the state law is probably unconstitutional.
In the majority decision, the circuit's chief judge, Priscilla Richman, wrote that Congress "left no room" in U.S. law for state officials to intrude on immigration enforcement, even as she sympathized with Texas's predicament as a border state amid a historic influx of migrants.
Responding to illegal immigration is the federal government's role, she wrote.
"Texas, nobly and admirably some would say, seeks to fill at least partially the gaping void," Richman, a conservative nominated by President George W. Bush, wrote in a 50-page decision with Judge Irma Carrillo Ramirez, a Biden nominee. "But it is unlikely that Texas can step into the shoes of the national sovereign under our Constitution and laws."
The decision follows legal skirmishes over the new state law, known as Senate Bill 4. The Supreme Court briefly allowed the law to take effect last week and urged the appeals court to rule quickly on whether to suspend it pending legal challenges.
The appeals decision is a preliminary step, focusing only on Texas's request that the judges stay a Feb. 29 lower-court ruling by U.S. District Judge David A. Ezra, a Republican appointee in Austin. Ezra issued a preliminary injunction halting the law, saying it intruded more into federal powers over immigration than did an Arizona immigration law that the Supreme Court partly struck down in 2012.
The same three-judge appeals court panel, based in New Orleans, will hear Texas's request to overturn Ezra's injunction April 3, which is likely to raise the same legal arguments.
Texas officials did not immediately respond to the ruling Wednesday, and it was unclear if they would appeal it.
Lawyers said Texas could appeal Tuesday's decision to the full 5th Circuit or to the Supreme Court. Or the state could wait to appeal the decision after next week's hearing.
The office of Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) did not respond to requests for comment, but the governor posted on X that nearly 200 soldiers in the Texas Tactical Border Force had arrived in El Paso on Tuesday.
"Texas will continue to utilize all available resources and personnel to secure our border," he wrote.
The dissenting judge on the appeals panel worried that the Texas law will never take effect after two court decisions cited more than a century of Supreme Court rulings that the federal government controls immigration.
"Today's decision means that we'll likely never know how Texas's state courts and its state law-enforcement officers would have implemented S.B. 4," Judge Andrew Oldham, a Trump nominee and Abbott's former general counsel, wrote in a 71-page dissent.
Oldham wrote that the appeals panel will "presumably affirm" Ezra's ruling after next week's hearing and return the case to the lower court for a trial, where the Texas law will probably be permanently blocked.
"So, absent intervention by the en banc court or the Supreme Court, that will be that," Oldham wrote.
Oldham said the court should have allowed Texas to enforce the law to examine how it works. Texas argued that the state law complemented federal law, rather than conflicted with it.
"In our federal system, the State of Texas is supposed to retain at least some of its sovereignty," Oldham wrote.
The court panel's majority said the Texas law irreparably conflicts with federal law. Deportations are civil proceedings, where Texas makes them criminal proceedings. The state also could deport people without giving them and federal officials a chance to sort out if they could legally stay in the United States to seek asylum or another protection.
The judges in the majority also criticized Congress, saying that "one root cause for the lack of action by the Executive could well be the failure of Congress to spend the funds necessary to address the massive increases in the numbers of noncitizens illegally entering the United States."
Oldham also cited research by Harvard law professor Gerald Neuman, noting that historically U.S. states have exercised some control over immigration.
But Neuman said in a phone interview Wednesday that those conditions were a long time ago, before the Civil War when Southern states wanted to control the movement of free and enslaved Black people. Congress began regulating immigration through a law passed in 1875.
Thomas Saenz, president and general counsel of the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, one of the organizations that sued to block a 2010 state immigration law in Arizona, said that unless a higher court intervenes, it could take years before the Texas case is decided.
There is no guarantee that the Supreme Court will take it up, he said. The court in 2012 partially struck down Arizona's law for similar reasons, and a later court settlement considerably narrowed the law's reach, he said.
Texas Republicans passed the S.B. 4 law last year after accusing President Biden of weak border enforcement. U.S. authorities have apprehended an average of 2 million migrants a year who crossed the U.S.-Mexico border illegally since Biden took office, the highest the Border Patrol has ever recorded.
Democrats have countered that Republicans are refusing to pass a bipartisan Senate bill that would address the influx by expanding enforcement. The Biden administration has accused Republicans of stalling in response to former president Donald Trump, an immigration hard-liner who denounced the bill and is the likely Republican nominee to challenge Biden in November's presidential election.
The Texas law makes it a crime for a noncitizen to enter the state illegally from another country. Migrants convicted of violating the law could face up to six months in jail, while those who return after having been deported could face felony charges and a maximum of 20 years in prison.
The law also authorizes state judges to order deportations to Mexico. President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, however, has said his government would reject any attempt by Texas officials to send migrants to Mexico.
The Biden administration, a pair of Texas nonprofit groups and the county government of El Paso filed the lawsuits seeking to stop the state law from taking effect.
"We look forward to ending S.B. 4 once and for all," Cody Wofsy, deputy director of the American Civil Liberties Union Immigrants' Rights Project, said Wednesday. The ACLU represents the two Texas nonprofits and El Paso County in the case.
At least one other lawsuit has been filed on behalf of a Texas community organization, La Union del Pueblo Entero (LUPE), and four unidentified immigrants who allege they are eligible to stay in the United States legally but could be targeted for deportation under the state law.
Tania Chavez, president and executive director of LUPE, praised the decision, saying Latinos in Texas, who make up more than 40 percent of the state's population, feared racial profiling and wrongful deportations of U.S. citizens or immigrants with a legal case to remain in this country.
She said LUPE is urging people to remain aware of their rights, especially as states such as Iowa are trying to replicate Texas's law, and to apply for U.S. citizenship if they are eligible for it.
"Today it's Texas, but we don't know what will happen in other states tomorrow," said Chavez. "Don't leave things to fate."
William Branigin, Ann E. Marimow and Arelis R. Hernandez contributed to this report.
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U.S. raises treatment of imprisoned Palestinian leader Barghouti with Israel
Relatives of Marwan Barghouti, the most prominent Palestinian political figure imprisoned by Israel, say he has been mistreated - allegations denied by Israel. 
By Souad Mekhennet, John Hudson, Cate Brown | 2024-03-27

Marwan Barghouti, seen in a Jerusalem court in 2012, has been imprisoned for more than 20 years. (Bernat Armangue/AP)


The United States and governments in the Middle East have raised the treatment of Marwan Barghouti, one of the most prominent Palestinian political figures imprisoned by Israel, with the Israeli government following allegations from his family and others that he has been physically and psychologically mistreated since the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks.
Barghouti has been imprisoned for more than 20 years, and was convicted of murder in 2004. A leader of the second intifada, Barghouti, now 64, received five life sentences, and Israeli officials said he was a terrorist who ordered suicide bombings against civilian targets. Barghouti, who said in court he had no connection to the attacks, is being held in the Megiddo Prison, a maximum-security facility.

Marwan Barghouti, a jailed Palestinian leader, is led to an Israeli courtroom on Jan. 25, 2012.


Securing Barghouti's release is a popular cause among Palestinians who see him as a possible successor to Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas. Barghouti has been near the top of Hamas's list of prisoners it wants Israel to release in exchange for Israeli hostages held in Gaza, according to two Middle Eastern officials who are familiar with the negotiations to secure the release of hostages and a cease-fire. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.
In an interview with The Washington Post, Barghouti's son, Arab, who is based in the West Bank, said that after Oct. 7, when Hamas attacked southern Israel and killed about 1,200 Israelis, his father was physically assaulted, placed in solitary confinement in darkness for 12 days, and the Israeli national anthem was pumped into his cell "at a very high volume, from around 5 a.m. until midnight, for many days."
A lawyer who met with Barghouti this week said in a written report to the Barghouti family that he saw bruising over his right eye and that Barghouti showed him bruising on his back and right foot. The lawyer wrote that Barghouti told him that, on March 6, "I was beaten for long minutes all over my body, mainly on the face, back, and legs. The severity of the beating caused me to collapse to the ground, at which point they persisted in striking me until I lost consciousness."
The Post reviewed a copy of the report. Barghouti's lawyers declined to comment.
A spokesperson for the Israeli Prison Service said the service "is a law-abiding organization. We have no knowledge of these claims."
The State Department has not named Barghouti in public statements, but U.S. officials said they are aware of allegations of abuse. The department said in a statement to The Post that it has informed Israel that it must "thoroughly and transparently investigate credible allegations of and ensure accountability for any abuses or violations." The statement, which the department issued in response to questions about Barghouti, said that Palestinian detainees must be held in "dignified conditions and in accordance with international law."
Itamar Ben Gvir, the far-right minister of national security in the government of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, has since the Oct. 7 attacks barred the International Committee for the Red Cross, as well as family members, from visiting the roughly 9,000 Palestinian prisoners and security detainees in custody of the Israeli Prison Service. The ICRC's last publicly recorded visit with Barghouti was in November 2017, months after he finished a 24-day hunger strike.
"We have continuously asked to resume our visits, as they are central not just to our mission in Israel and the Occupied Territories but because they are a lifeline for the detainees and their family," said Jessica Moussan, a spokeswoman for the ICRC.
During a visit to Israel on Friday, Secretary of State Antony Blinken told Israel's war cabinet that it should allow the ICRC access to detainees, said a senior State Department official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss Blinken's closed-door discussions. Israeli rights groups submitted a Supreme Court petition to the same end on Feb 24.
An Israeli diplomatic official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the matter, denied any knowledge of the mistreatment of Barghouti: "We have laws in our country; such behavior is not permitted and won't be condoned if indeed proven to be true."
The two Middle Eastern officials, who represent different governments, said they had received reports about the worsening situation of some Palestinian prisoners, including Barghouti, at the same time they were receiving reports about the harsh treatment of Israeli hostages in Hamas captivity.
"It was communicated to the Israeli government that any bad treatment of Palestinian prisoners would give Hamas a bigger excuse to treat Israeli hostages worse than they are being treated already," said one of the officials. "It's a vicious circle."
Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said the United States  should specifically warn Israel about its treatment of Barghouti.
"The Biden administration should make it very clear to the Netanyahu government that if Barghouti is harmed or killed in prison, it would throw gas on a raging fire," he said in an interview. "Barghouti is probably the most popular Palestinian leader. That's true in the West Bank and in Gaza."
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Sam Bankman-Fried sentenced to 25 years in prison
Sam Bankman-Fried, the former crypto mogul who co-founded FTX, also was ordered to repay more than $11 billion for his conviction on charges related to fraud and money laundering.
By Shayna Jacobs, Julie Weil | 2024-03-28

Sam Bankman-Fried, as seen in June, was convicted last fall on charges of fraud, conspiracy and money laundering. (Bebeto Matthews/AP)


NEW YORK -- A federal judge sentenced former cryptocurrency mogul Sam Bankman-Fried to 25 years in prison Thursday, less than what prosecutors wanted for what they called his "massive" financial crimes, but far more than defense lawyers sought. He was also ordered to pay more than $11 billion.
Bankman-Fried, co-founder of crypto exchange FTX and investment fund Alameda Research, failed to take responsibility for the disaster he created, U.S. District Judge Lewis Kaplan said in handing down the sentence. "Mr. Bankman-Fried says mistakes were made ... but never a word of remorse for the commission of terrible crimes," Kaplan said.
Jurors in November convicted Bankman-Fried on charges related to wire fraud, conspiracy to commit fraud and conspiracy to commit money laundering. He was accused of misappropriating FTX customer funds to spend lavishly on luxury real estate, investments and political donations.
Before Kaplan handed down the sentence, Bankman-Fried gave a meandering account of events in an attempt to justify some of his actions. "I made a series of bad decisions," said Bankman-Fried, who spoke for roughly 20 minutes. "They weren't selfish decisions. ... They were bad decisions."
Prosecutors had argued that a sentence of at least 40 years in prison would fit a case they described as one of the biggest financial crimes in history. Defense attorneys argued that a sentence of five to six years would be more appropriate for a young man with autism who wanted to use some of his money for charity.
The chance that Bankman-Fried could commit other crimes weighed into the sentencing decision, Kaplan said.
"There is a risk this man will be in a position to do something very bad in the future and it's not a trivial risk," the judge said. "Not a trivial risk at all."
Bankman-Fried, 32, turned FTX into a behemoth, with a Super Bowl ad, naming rights to a Miami stadium and glowing publicity for its cryptocurrency exchange. Only when it collapsed into bankruptcy in 2022 did investigators uncover what prosecutors have described as a straightforward fraud dressed up as a breakthrough financial innovation.
Bankman-Fried and his top deputies, prosecutors said, took customers' money out of FTX and put it into Alameda Research. At the trial, former Alameda chief executive Caroline Ellison, who pleaded guilty to conspiracy charges before cooperating with prosecutors, described Bankman-Fried telling her to use FTX funds.
"It's hard to understand in some ways how a person can be responsible for all of these significant crimes," prosecutor Nicolas Roos said Thursday. "It's massive in its scale. It was pervasive in all aspects."
Before Roos spoke, defense lawyer Marc Mukasey argued that Bankman-Fried did not have harmful intentions.
"Sam was not a ruthless financial serial killer who set out every morning to hurt people," Mukasey said Thursday. He described Bankman-Fried as a person who "doesn't make decisions with malice in his heart. He makes decisions with math in his head."
Kaplan spoke of the financial devastation to victims who invested their life savings in their accounts on the FTX platform. In court filings, Bankman-Fried's lawyer had argued that victims are likely to be made whole once the FTX bankruptcy process shakes out, a claim that John Ray III, who is leading the company through the bankruptcy process as CEO, criticized in a letter to the court. The defense's assertion that FTX customers and investors suffered no harm is "callously and demonstrably false," Ray wrote.
Ahead of Thursday's hearing, some trial observers wondered whether the Justice Department overreached in asking for at least 40 years in prison. A full recovery of FTX assets could undercut prosecutors' assertion of "dramatic devastating personal loss" for investors, said Martin Auerbach, a defense lawyer who has been involved in cryptocurrency cases but did not work on Bankman-Fried's case.
"That is part of the theory for why he should be punished," Auerbach said before the hearing. "If that will turn out not to be correct because those small investors have been made whole or recovered much of their money, I think the judge has the discretion to say, 'I'm going to look at the loss in a different way.'"
But Bankman-Fried's prison term will set an important example, said Sheila Warren, CEO of the trade group Crypto Council for Innovation. "This sentencing is crucial," Warren said. "What we don't want to do is incentivize people to say, 'Oh, you just pay a big fine and do whatever you want.' No, you go to jail if you lie, if you steal."
She said she faulted not just Bankman-Fried, but also the many people who lionized him instead of questioning whether he was honest. "There were a lot of institutions that were supporting this kind of wunderkind mythology," she said.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Work Advice: Co-worker's smells have everyone's nose out of joint
When a stinky sitcom situation comes to life at the office, the question is not "What Would Jerry Do?" but "Where is HR?" 
By Karla Miller | 2024-03-28

(iStock)


Reader: Remember the "Seinfeld" episode where the valet leaves Jerry's car so stinky that it's rendered unusable? George exclaims: "Oh, this isn't even B.O.! This is beyond B.O.! It's B.B.O.!"
Well, that valet has apparently taken a job in my office.
You can't get in the elevator with him. You can't use the bathroom after he has been in there. And forget about going into or near his cubicle.
How do I nicely let him know that it's time for a serious shower? What can I do without resorting to Jerry's idea of sending in the "Smell Gestapo?"
Karla: Two things made "Seinfeld" entertaining TV. First, despite being "a show about nothing," it somehow had a relatable episode about every petty, provoking peeve of modern American life. Second, its tactless characters provided a useful moral compass. While you might fantasize about following Jerry's example and locking the olfactory offender's boss in an enclosed space with his stench, you also know that's not a good solution. (Right?)
I agree someone should talk to your colleague about the effect he's having on your work environment. But that someone probably shouldn't be you. These conversations are best left to either an individual close enough to the offender to speak frankly about personal hygiene or an objective third party with authority to address problematic behaviors, such as your HR department.
Seasoned HR professionals have the expertise to investigate complaints; initiate discussions; navigate legal concerns around medical, behavioral or cultural issues; and set and enforce expectations. And, like "Seinfeld," they have dealt with every unpleasant, awkward and unmentionable human encounter you can imagine.
If your employer doesn't have an HR department, your next best bet is to speak to your manager -- privately and respectfully, no George Costanza impressions -- about the situation. Your manager can then bring it up with the colleague's manager, or help you find ways to get some distance from your B.B.O. buddy.
Reader 2: I work for a small company with fewer than 50 employees. One of them, who works on a different floor from me, has environmental sensitivities. As a result, all employees have been told not to wear perfumes or aftershave or anything scented.
The other day, the environmentally sensitive employee came up to our floor, went into a co-worker's office and criticized her for wearing deodorant. Afterward, the folks on my floor commiserated that not wearing deodorant could result in other types of odors.
I wondered if I now have to buy body care products according to the dictates of someone I hardly ever interact with. I broached the issue with my boss in what I thought was a sensitive way. He issued a companywide memo telling us all not to wear scented products, including deodorant, and added that he didn't want to hear any complaints about it. I usually get along so well with my boss that I was taken aback by his strong response. Who's right?
Karla: From where I sit, everyone's partly right but handling it all wrong. When you don't have trained professionals handling sensitive discussions, you end up with vigilante enforcers and zero-tolerance policies that leave everyone's nose a bit out of joint.
An employee whose well-being is affected by scent or other environmental conditions is right to ask for some kind of consideration. The employer is right to try to grant that request and may even set policies requiring others' cooperation in doing so.
But even if the affected employee's condition requires accommodation under the Americans With Disabilities Act, the accommodation can't impose an undue burden on everyone else. If good-faith efforts to accommodate the worker aren't enough, then the employer needs to consider alternatives, such as granting the sensitive employee a private, ventilated workspace or the option to work remotely. Shutting down feedback from others affected by the accommodation fosters resentment, which isn't doing the sensitive employee any favors.
All that said, scent-free body products are increasingly available and affordable. But I'm catching a whiff of something bigger going on. It doesn't seem logical for someone that scent-averse to knowingly corner the source of their discomfort in an enclosed space for a confrontation. If, as your wording suggests, the sensitive employee deliberately entered your colleague's office to call her out, that suggests either extreme frustration or an attempt to assert power -- either of which, again, a seasoned HR professional should be well equipped to resolve.
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Whether it's Mama's money, Powerball or Mega Millions, here's how to manage a windfall
Massive jackpots this week for Powerball and Mega Millions sent people rushing to buy a ticket for a chance at a lifetime of financial security.
By Michelle Singletary | 2024-03-27

Recent Powerball and Mega Millions jackpots hit staggering levels. But getting the most out of any windfall takes patience and planning. (Wilfredo Lee/AP)


This column was first published July 29, 2022, and has been updated.
What would you do if you had a stroke of financial good fortune during economic uncertainty?
A pair of massive jackpots this week -- Powerball at $865 million and Mega Millions topping $1.1 billion -- sent people rushing to pay $2 a ticket for a chance at a lifetime of financial security.
While it's highly unlikely you will ever win big in a lottery, the games offer the hope of getting rid of credit card debt, finally affording a home, or helping loved ones who might be struggling financially.
It's no wonder people are hoping for microwave wealth. Many folks  are still dealing with inflation and high prices for housing, groceries and cars.
Lotteries don't favor the masses.
Big winners are extremely rare, and sometimes these mega jackpots can ruin lives. Games of chance sell dreams of instant riches that, unfortunately, appeal to people who can least afford to play.
In reality, more people are likely to get a windfall from an inheritance, insurance payout or from winning a lawsuit. One of the largest payouts people get is their yearly tax refund.
If managed well, this bonus money can do some good. If not, your sudden wealth could leave you just as quickly broke.
Several callers to my toll-free line (1-855-ASK-POST or 1-855-275-7678) have asked how to handle a windfall.
"I have waited four years to get a legal settlement involving being fired from my job," Maryland resident Rebecca Ebaugh said when she called the toll-free line. "And now that it's coming into reality, I don't even know whether I should try to invest it with the economy being so perilous right now. ... What would you do with close to $100,000?"
Here's what I would and have done after receiving a windfall.
Put the brakes on an impulse to spend right away. Even if you're deep in debt, wait.
Don't rush any decision until you've looked at your entire financial situation. Maybe you need to build up your emergency fund -- even just a little -- rather than using all the money to get rid of your credit card debt.
You need a rainy-day fund. Otherwise, should a financial crisis hit you with no savings, you would be back in debt.
Getting bonus money could make you a bit reckless, so pausing gives you time to consider how best to use the funds.
We also tend to think of a windfall differently, as if it's not real but play-only money. Braking before spending  helps you resist the temptation to recklessly splurge.
Put the money in an interest-bearing account at a bank or credit union. You want something safe and short term while you decide what to do with the money.
That's what Ebaugh did. She parked her settlement in a money market account.
Two sites to find the deposit accounts with the best rates are Bankrate.com and Investopedia.com.
Take some time to develop a financial plan. Consider future financial needs, such as college tuition for your children, retirement, charitable contributions or relatives you'd like to assist. Once you think things through, you might realize that your first instinct to splurge on an expensive car or luxury vacation is not the best use of the funds.
Find a tax adviser and a financial planner.
The taxman could come for some of your money. Generally, money received from the settlement of lawsuits and other legal remedies is taxable income unless exempted, according to the IRS.
"For damages, the two most common exceptions are amounts paid for certain discrimination claims and amounts paid on account of physical injury," the agency explains on IRS.gov.
Ebaugh,  whose claims against her former employer included age and disability discrimination, consulted with a tax accountant to determine her tax liability. She set aside 30 percent of the settlement for taxes on a just-in-case basis.
If you are unsure how to handle a large lump sum of money, consider hiring a financial planner. You can find a fee-only financial adviser by going to the website of the National Association of Personal Financial Advisors (NAPFA.org).
Ebaugh talked to a financial adviser and wisely invested her money.
When money drops in your hands, it's amazing how many hands start reaching out for help.
Charitable giving can be part of your windfall financial plan.
But be careful that your giving doesn't enable irresponsible family and friends. If you decide to share your wealth, set aside a specific amount of money you are willing to give -- not lend. Stick to that limit.
Give out of your extra. Don't be guilt-tripped into giving more than you can afford.
It's okay if you aren't mired in debt or behind on your savings goals to have fun with your settlement money.
Ebaugh said her long legal battle made her very reluctant to celebrate her victory.
In her case, splurging was in order.
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        If you like red wine, this rioja is a tremendous value at just $14
        Dave McIntyre

        Plus, another rioja and a California white blend that offer extraordinary value for the price.

      

      
        How to store wine -- and know when it matters
        Dave McIntyre

        Our columnist shares his advice for storing your wine so it doesn't spoil.
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If you like red wine, this rioja is a tremendous value at just $14
Plus, another rioja and a California white blend that offer extraordinary value for the price.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-03-28

FROM LEFT: Bodegas Montecillo Crianza 2019; Pine Ridge Chenin Blanc + Viognier 2023; Goros Tempranillo 2020. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


This week we feature one of California's perennial white wine values, the Pine Ridge blend of chenin blanc and viognier. It's so consistently good, I'm always amazed there hasn't been a wave of copycats. And for reds, we have two tempranillos from Spain -- a classic Rioja and a modern rendition. Luckily for those of us who love to explore, both are reasonably priced.
Rioja, Spain, $14
Founded in 1870, Bodegas Montecillo claims to be the third-oldest winery in Rioja. The 2019 Crianza lives up to its reputation as a perennial value. Dark ruby color greets the eye, aromas of cherry and plum float from the glass and the sweet, gentle flavors of American oak linger on the palate. This wine packs a lot of complexity for its price. Alcohol by volume: 13 percent. Bottle Weight: 405 grams (Light).
Imported by Evaton.
California, $16
Year after year this white blend is one of California's best values. Peaches, ginger, jasmine and honeysuckle come together in an exuberant chorus that should bring a smile to your palate. Seafood comes to mind as a natural partner, but the fruitiness also suggests spicy dishes. You may still find the 2022 in stores -- don't hesitate to snap that up as well. The back label says "American," which suggests some of the grapes were grown outside California, but the winery website says the chenin blanc (80 percent) was from Clarksburg, and the viognier (20 percent) came from Lodi, both in California. ABV: 12 percent. BW: 485 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by Winebow.
Spain, $22
Goros is located in the Rioja region, but they broke with the appellation because they didn't want to follow its requirements for oak-aging of the wines. This racy tempranillo was fermented in stainless steel tanks and saw just six months in used French barrels. It's lively with flavors of blueberry and tobacco and a savory, meaty character. Fire up the grill! Certified organic. ABV: 14 percent. BW: 390 grams (Light).
Imported by Artadi USA Importers. Distributed locally by Salveto.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed.
Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/03/28/rioja-spanish-red-wine-bargain/
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How to store wine -- and know when it matters
Our columnist shares his advice for storing your wine so it doesn't spoil.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-03-28

Those serious about storing wine should invest in a temperature-controlled refrigerator or space for ensuring prized bottles don't spoil. (iStock)


When I wrote a few weeks ago about wineries that wait to release their wines until after they have properly aged, commenters began a spirited discussion of the best ways to store and age wine at home. So I decided to chime in with a few tips.
The old saying, "Like wine, we get better with age," is more suited for birthday cards than reality. Most wines are not meant to age, and that reflects modern consumption: The vast majority of wine sold in the United States is consumed within days of purchase. This is especially true of wines in alternative packaging, which I've been writing about in the context of climate change and environmental sustainability. The freshness dates on boxes and cans are more relevant than their vintage years. Don't even think of putting a jug of Paisano away for your newborn's 21st birthday. The new aluminum and paper bottles are intended for convenience, low environmental impact and early consumption. Even Really Good Boxed Wine -- a label of high-quality wine in box format -- is meant for drinking now.
Even so, many wines do benefit from aging for a few years, and we all have those special bottles waiting for the perfect occasion. So how best to store them?
Whether you're storing wine in a fancy cellar or your bedroom closet, the most important factors to consider are temperature, light, humidity and vibration.
Cooler is better: Warm temperatures accelerate aging and therefore spoilage. The ideal range is between 50 to 59 degrees Fahrenheit (compared to 40 degrees for the average kitchen refrigerator). If you don't have a temperature-controlled cellar, you probably don't want to keep your thermostat that low. Look for the coolest spot where temperatures won't fluctuate dramatically throughout the year. Wine should not be stored above 75 degrees. That's why your garage, crawl space and car trunk are not good places for wine storage.
Wine is also susceptible to "lightstrike," a condition in which prolonged exposure to bright light dulls the wine's flavor. Leave the sunbeams shining through your windows to your pets and plants. This is also a good reason to avoid wine displayed in store windows. Lightstrike may become more of a concern as clear glass bottles, which can be more easily recycled than those of colored glass, gain in popularity.
Humidity is important to keep corks from drying out and shrinking, which would allow oxygen through to spoil the wine. Conventional wisdom says 75 percent humidity is ideal. More than that risks mold on the labels. To be honest, humidity is not much of a concern for those of us keeping wine for a few years.
Vibration accelerates aging. No one likes to be jostled all the time. Neither does wine.
So heat, light and vibration are enemies of wine. Right away that should tell us those cubbies beside the cooktop or over the refrigerator are not suitable places for wine. Please find something else to stick in there.
If you have the taste and the wallet for high-end Bordeaux, Burgundy, Napa cult cabernets, etc., then you should invest in serious storage to protect your investment. A properly insulated, temperature- and humidity-controlled cellar can be a converted room or closet, or it could be an ostentatious cave worthy of a magazine photo spread. Suit yourself -- and your budget: Most oenogeeks would rather spend the money on more wine than on a fancy cellar.
Specialized wine refrigerators can maintain proper cellar temperatures. Some even have two zones to keep white wines slightly colder than reds (though still not as cold as your kitchen fridge). They range in capacity from those with space for hundreds of bottles down to under-the-counter models holding a few dozen.
If space is limited, consider third-party storage. Look for a company with a refrigerated warehouse, backup power and solid finances. Keep good records of which wines you have there, and remember you can't just pop down to the cellar to pull a bottle for dinner. The drawback is the cost and inconvenience, and it seems like every few years there's a scandal in which one of these companies goes bankrupt and customers can't access their wines.
For those of us who are not collectors but want to keep wine on hand for a few months or years, look for a cool, dark space in your house where there isn't much traffic or activity. Consider installing wine racks to store the bottles on their sides, which keeps the wine in contact with the cork and helps avoid drying it out, at least on that end. If you keep bottles in the cases you brought home from the store, turn them upside down. This doesn't apply to screw-capped wines.
Even with imperfect storage, fine wines will improve with a few years of age. But like us, they won't live forever. The biggest risk for ruining your wine is not your storage conditions, it's your reluctance to pull the cork. Stop waiting for that perfect occasion that never comes, while your wine slowly turns to vinegar. By savoring the wine and the memories associated with it, you will make any occasion special.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/03/28/wine-storage-tips-rack-temperature/
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The Washington Post's 2024 Peeps diorama contest finalists
This year's Peeps diorama contest saw twice as many submissions as last year. The contest was revived in 2021 after being discontinued in 2017.
By Anna Liss-Roy, Dave Jorgenson | 2024-03-28
Okay, it's happening. Everybody stay calm! The wait is over, The Washington Post's annual Peeps diorama contest is back, and this year's entries have us on one heck of a sugar high. If a picture's worth a thousand words, these Peeps dioramas are worth ... well, maybe we'll leave those calculations to you.
From Taylor Swift's Peeps era to Peepenheimer and Marshmallow Madness, some of the sweetest cultural moments that brought us all together this past year are now represented in marshmallow form. Finally!
To everyone who entered: We appreciate you, we admire your creativity and we are not liable for any stomachaches.
If you're new here, welcome! The year 2007 gave us two powerful, almost inconceivably advanced manifestations of the human imagination: the iPhone and The Washington Post Peeps diorama contest. Since then, people of all ages, from countries around the world, have created heartwarming, and occasionally terrifying, marshmallow creations. After it was discontinued in 2017, The Post revived the concept on TikTok in 2021, introducing a new generation to the fun.
Since then, The Washington Post TikTok team, now The Washington Post Universe, has expanded to YouTube and Instagram, and this contest has grown along with us. This year, we saw twice as many submissions as our community continues to grow.
So, set your alarms: Join us as we announce the winners LIVE on March 28 at 3 p.m. Eastern time at this link! To give you a sense of the artistic brilliance we're working with this year, here are some of our favorites.
This one had an outfit change.

Taylor Peeps: The Eras Tour. A 2024 Post Peeps diorama submission from Alyssa Franke.


Luckily, both sets made goggles for our brave Peeps.

"Opp-Peep-enheimer" (Nancy Sagehorn)



"Peeppenheimer" (Milan Shah)


Including this very detailed Barbie Dreamhouse.

Every night is girls' night. A 2024 Post Peeps diorama submission from TikTok user Jen.


With its own logos!

"Marchmallow Madness" (Liam Smith)


"Peep-ception" took it to the next level.

PeepCeption. A 2024 Post Peeps submission from Stevie Kicks.


I'll take "too much free time" for $800, Ken.

"Jeopardy!" (Elizabeth Ruelle)


Judges appreciated this shameless self-promotion.

"Woodbridge Peeps Pickleball" (Lucille Selfridge)


Make sure to watch the video here for full effect.

"The Great British Peep Show" (Becki Roemer)


This captions in the videos really made this one great.

The Real HousePeeps of the Easter Basket. A 2024 Post Peeps submission by @TobesinDC.


Thanks for submitting once again, Mackenzie!

Mummified Peeps. A 2024 Post Peeps submission from Mackenzie Casalino


There were many more great submissions submitted on TikTok (shout-out to the reveal on Peepzilla), as well as this very sobering entry uploaded to TikTok and YouTube.
Winners will be announced live at 3 p.m. Eastern time on YouTube.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2024/03/28/peeps-diorama-contest-winners-2024/
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Parenting chat: My 1-year-old prefers her dad for everything. Will this pass?
Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
By Meghan Leahy | 2024-03-28

(The Washington Post)


Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, who writes the parenting advice column for The Post takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
Join Meghan every other Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, for a live chat to answer questions from parents trying to raise kids of any age. Send us your question or dilemma and try to provide as much context as possible. They will answer as many submissions as they can during the hour-long chat. Some questions may turn into Meghan's column for The Post.
Stuck on what to ask? Here are a few good examples:
Submit your questions below. The box includes a space for your name, but providing it is optional. Questions may be edited for accuracy and clarity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/03/28/parenting-advice-meghan-leahy/
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This mushroom pancit is bright, garlicky and packed with vegetables
Filipino pancit noodles, vegetables and a crispy garlic topping make this dish from New York's Harana Market a memorable one.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-03-28

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


When my spouse, Grace, and I moved from Brooklyn to the Hudson Valley nearly a decade ago, we welcomed so many new day-to-day things into our lives. Fresh air, mountains, more deer than people, all the quiet and space. We mourned little from our city life -- except for takeout.
Then Harana Market arrived. The original location, in Woodstock, N.Y., opened in 2021, in a space that previously housed an old general store. Grace and I would drive to the Asian market and Filipino restaurant not only to get the kind of food we had previously loved in the city (soulful food that doesn't cater exclusively to White people), but to also feel the warm hospitality from the queer couple who run Harana: Eva Tringali and Chris Mauricio.
Then, just a couple of months ago, a remarkable thing happened: Harana Market changed locations and moved 25 miles south, to Accord, where we live. Now we get to enjoy Harana not merely as customers, but also as neighbors.
Get the recipe: Mushroom Pancit
Chris and Eva describe their business as a "safe third place for local queer, trans, AAPI and BIPOC communities"  to connect. They offer a pay-it-forward gift wall that invites visitors to give or take prepaid meal vouchers, and every Sunday, LGBTQIA+ people have the option to eat for free. This is all to say: There's so much heart in Harana. It would be a culturally meaningful and compassionate business worth supporting even if its food wasn't great. But, no surprise here, it is great.
A few weeks ago, Chris invited me into their kitchen to show me how to make mushroom pancit, what they refer to as "an offering for my vegetarian and vegan friends." Chris's grandmother taught Chris how to make the stir-fried noodle dish, which she would often bring to church potlucks and family birthday parties.
It starts with the best two-for-one recipe I know: fried, crispy garlic, which leaves you not just with the irresistible crunchy garlic pieces, but also with fragrant garlic oil. This combo is the backbone of so many of Chris's dishes. They normally make it in a gigantic kawali (a.k.a. a Filipino wok) that once belonged to their grandmother, enough at one time to make dozens of portions of garlic fried rice, pancit and more.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Once the garlic is crisped and set aside to cool, Chris adds even more fresh minced garlic to the oil along with ginger and onions. When those have softened, in go mushrooms to get browned. Chris adds vegetable broth (Chris, like me, is a fan of Better Than Bouillon to speed things along), soy sauce and a shiitake stir-fry sauce in place of the oyster sauce typically used in pancit. ("This is the secret ingredient," Chris tells me when I ask whether it's okay to share the secret. I'm the first person they've ever shared this with publicly, they tell me. I feel very honored by this, and I hope you do, too.) Then, the star of the show, the pancit noodles, get placed in the simmering mixture to cook, absorbing all of that flavor as they soften. Finally, more fresh vegetables join the wok party: snap peas, shredded cabbage and carrots.
Chris serves the noodles sprinkled not only with the crispy garlic, but also with thinly sliced scallions, lots of freshly cracked black pepper and big lemon wedges for squeezing on top. While the noodles are wonderfully versatile (you could incorporate different vegetables or start the process with cubed boneless chicken thighs or thinly sliced Chinese sausage), it's the topping quadfecta -- savory fried garlic, herbaceous scallions, spicy black pepper and tart lemon -- that is key. Together, the toppings bring a deep-yet-bright harmony to the whole dish.
Thank you to Chris for sharing this lovely recipe with us and to both them and Eva for running such a kind, thoughtful business that helps me feel even more at home in the place I am so happy to call home.
Get the recipe: Mushroom Pancit




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/03/28/filipino-mushroom-pancit/
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Ask Sahaj: He told me he saw a future with me. Now he has a new girlfriend.
When they broke up, the letter writer held out hope he'd reach out in the future. Instead, he has a new girlfriend. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-03-28

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: How do I get over an ex who has moved on?
The guy I was seeing on and off for just shy of two years is with someone else. We never had a label on it, but we were exclusive. I thought we ended things amicably and left the door open. He wasn't ready or able to meet my needs, and I didn't want to stew in anxiety anymore. He said he knew that eventually he'd want to be in a monogamous relationship again, he just didn't know when. I told him that I hoped he'd reach out to me and see if I'm available because I want to be with him. The last thing we said to each other in our break up conversation was: "I see a future with you, I love you."
During our breakup conversation I told him I was going to unfriend him on social media because I needed space in our immediate aftermath but eventually I might be okay with being friendly again. A few weeks ago, I added him back on social media. He let it sit then declined my request. A day or two later he changed his picture to be of him and his new partner, and her photo also changed to be one of the two of them. They recently went on a family vacation, suggesting this isn't entirely new.
I know that I don't want to be with someone who doesn't consistently meet my needs, but it still hurts that he wasn't willing to give us a chance. Part of me doesn't want to let go, and part of me wants to forget he ever existed; all of me loves him very much and still wants him in my life.
How do I move past this?
-- Crushed
Crushed: It is natural to hold out hope that your ex would come back to you, especially if you really wanted it to work and were willing to wait. Two things struck me from your letter. One, you didn't go into the breakup actually ending the relationship and accepting the possibility that one or both of you would meet someone else. And two, you haven't fully processed or moved on from the relationship. You've been in a sort of limbo and now that "what if" has been taken out of the equation, you're experiencing a delayed sense of grief and loss.
Short of having your ex explain it to you, you may never know why he didn't reach out or how long he has been with his new partner. This doesn't make it less painful, but speculating -- either through snooping through social media or constantly ruminating to get answers -- can make you feel worse. And I want to be clear, being in contact with your ex is not a good idea while you process this loss.
When there are unresolved emotions or thoughts that you aren't able to share with someone, writing a letter you'll never send can help. What do you want to say to him? Get it all out on paper so you can process and externalize all the feelings you're having to give yourself a sense of closure.
You don't want to let go, but ask yourself why. What is it that is really keeping you holding on? Is it how he made you feel? Is it that he embodied traits important to you? Is it because you are still hopeful he'll come back to you? This can help you get clarity on what story you are telling yourself about him and your relationship so you can start to examine it more closely. Because right now, that story may not include flaws or shortcomings that certainly existed and led to this relationship not working out. After all, you say he didn't meet your needs and even more, he didn't seem to treat your relationship with a reciprocal level of respect or care. You want to be honest with yourself about how the relationship really was, not the story you're holding onto about it.
Right now, your feelings toward your ex are a reminder of what you don't have. Focusing on what you do have and what you can control can make these feelings less painful. Create meaning outside of this relationship. This looks like connecting with and deepening other relationships, giving yourself compassion through the letting go process, and filling your life with moments of joy. You also want to reinvest in the relationship with yourself. This will help you look inward into the type of partner and person you want to be, and will help you open yourself when you're ready to date again.
By integrating new and different meaning into your life, you can create distance from the life you shared with your ex. It won't be easy or painless, but it allows you to plant a seed for possibilities and reconstruct a future without him in it.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/03/28/ask-sahaj-ex-new-girlfriend/
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With 'seacuterie' and dry-aged tuna, this chef treats seafood like meat
At GW Fins in New Orleans, chef Michael Nelson turns whole fish into dry-aged tuna steaks, swordfish charcuterie and more, all with an eye toward cutting waste.
By Ann Maloney | 2024-03-28
When most of us think of cooking fish, we think about ways to bake, grill or broil fillets or, if we're feeling adventurous, we might tackle a whole fish. When Michael Nelson, executive chef at the GW Fins in New Orleans, ponders ways to cook and eat seafood, the ocean is the limit.
At the high-end French Quarter restaurant, beautifully seared tuna, grilled swordfish and seafood cioppino share the menu with a rotating selection of delightfully novel offerings, such as a meat lover's pizza featuring charcuterie fashioned from swordfish or tuna. Want a muffuletta? Nelson layers a mini appetizer with "swordfish cold cuts." He tops a bluefin tuna "cheeseburger" with swordfish bacon and serves it on a brioche roll with onion rings.

Nelson fillets a dry-aged bluefin tuna. 


Nelson, who has seen the restaurant weather the floods that followed Hurricane Katrina and the pandemic over 19 years, remains as enthusiastic about dishing out inventive approaches to seafood as ever.
"Oh yeah ... a little more," he said as he turned up the heat under the Italian swordfish sausage that would go into a deconstructed lasagna. He sliced into seafood mortadella with pistachios and pepperoni with chunks of smoked fish belly fat to prove his assertion that "swordfish is the pork of the sea." And he plated a dark-crusted, bone-in, dry-aged bluefin tuna "rib-eye," served deep-red rare inside, with a bearnaise, drizzled with a house-made Worcestershire sauce. The large cut filled the plate like a tomahawk steak's dainty cousin.
In 2001, Gary Wollerman and now-retired executive chef Tenney Flynn, both of whom worked on the business side of Ruth's Chris Steakhouse, created GW Fins with the philosophy that seafood deserves the same careful attention beef gets at high-end steakhouses. When I met Nelson in 2016, he had recently been promoted from his longtime role as chef de cuisine to executive chef and was enthusiastic about making GW Fins a no-waste kitchen, as well.

Tuna rib-eye with potatoes and asparagus. 


At the time, he had just created "fin wings," a cut of meat from just behind the fish's gills that U.S. seafood restaurants and fishermen commonly toss. Limited by the labor it took to butcher the fish, Nelson offered the wings only on special. The chef has since streamlined that process, so the item has become a regular offering, turning former waste into one of the most popular appetizers on the menu at $14 a pop.
"If it doesn't make dollars, it doesn't make sense," he said of his efforts to reduce waste and use the whole fish, even boiling fish scales to create a neutral gelatin and turning fish skins into cracklins. "We've proved that it does."
As he led the kitchen, Nelson began to realize that more than half the fish was ending up as waste, and he set out to change that. Because the restaurant now deals almost exclusively in whole fish butchered on-site -- 700 to 1,000 pounds per day -- Nelson has easy access to all parts of the creatures. In addition to using the fish, nose to tail, he challenges his employees to use their imagination and keep their approach to seafood fresh and surprising.
Nelson takes sourcing, butchering and cooking seafood seriously, but when it comes to creating and naming dishes, his playful side emerges. That's how his labor-intensive "seacuterie" board was born, with its andouille, smoked sausage, chorizo and bacon all made from fish.

Swordtadella and swordfish pepperoni. 



Muffuletta sliders. 


He started by making a simple swordfish bologna. "I said, let's just grind this up and see what happens. It was so damn good. So I was like, let's make mortadella and fancy this up a bit. And then we went to the pepperoni and kielbasa. Then we made the hot dogs. Oh my God, the hot dogs were so good. ... I did it for a wine dinner, and it was so funny. It was a high-end wine dinner, and the hot dog was the biggest hit."
His latest passion is dry-aged fish, which he first thought might be just a gimmick. During the pandemic, when the normally frenetic pace of the restaurant slowed, he found time to experiment with the process, similar to the one commonly applied to beef. The butchered fish go in glass-fronted, commercial refrigerators programmed for specific temperature and humidity levels. The air inside circulates through UV light, which kills bacteria and other microorganisms.

Fresh yellowfin tuna sits above tuna that has been aged for two weeks. 



Nelson. 


The dry-aging process, which Nelson said he learned through trial and error, has been embraced elsewhere, perhaps most notably in the United States by Liwei Liao, or as he is known on social media, "The Dry-Aged Fish Guy," at the Joint in Los Angeles's Sherman Oaks neighborhood, which sells dry-aged fish to restaurants and consumers.
If it's well cared for, fish -- like beef -- actually tastes better as it ages, Nelson said. With dry aging, the connective tissue begins to break down, Nelson said, releasing amino acids that create tender, more intensely flavored protein. The flesh shrinks and drops about 20 percent of its weight, creating meat with rich umami.
Some, such as his tuna, remain in the coolers for as long as 14 days.
Nelson sees this as a natural evolution of efforts to use the whole fish and reduce waste.
"Previous to this, we weren't able to buy larger species because we just couldn't use them fast enough," he said. "If I was to buy a whole yellowfin tuna, that's typically around 100 pounds of tuna, so to try to move all of that in a three-day period, is kind of tough. So just as much as this is a flavor-enhancing method, it is also a preservation method."
Weather and the tides affect the availability of the large species of fish, so now, when they are available, he can stock up, use the fresh portions right away, turn less commonly used portions into charcuterie and, several weeks later, begin using the dry-aged fish.
While many of the creations at GW Fins require butchering fish and accessing specialized equipment, such as dry-aging refrigeration, sous vides and smokers, Nelson encourages home cooks to think of fish, especially meaty species, like swordfish, as just another flavorful protein.
Nelson recognizes that it can be difficult for consumers to determine which fish are sustainably caught. Because of the volume of fish he buys, he can be selective, vetting his sources, even boarding boats and watching processing at times to ensure that the seafood he buys is properly harvested and cared for.
For Nelson, it's essential to take a use-it-all approach for each creature he brings into the kitchen.

Filleted swordfish chops. 


For most of his charcuterie dishes, such as his housemade "bacon," Nelson takes his recipe inspiration from classic charcuterie and smoking preparations and techniques.
"We take the belly cuts off the swordfish," he says. "It's the flap on the belly. You can't really utilize it into a portion, but it's super fatty."
It's smoked, sliced and fried, and as Nelson notes: "If I didn't tell you it was fish, you wouldn't pick it up. You would get halfway through and say, 'This is fish?' It's pretty shocking."

GW Fins. 






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/03/28/gwfins-new-orleans-seafood-no-waste/
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They were each other's first crushes. 70 years later, they said 'I do.'
Elaine Hall and Roland Passaro, both 88, were smitten with each other as classmates, but went their separate ways until reconnecting at a 50th reunion.
By Maham Javaid | 2024-03-28

Elaine Hall and Roland Passaro walk down the aisle at their wedding ceremony in Palm Coast, Fla., this month. (Maddy Godt)


As they took the dance floor at their wedding last week, Elaine Hall and Roland Passaro asked the band to announce that their first dance would be a romantic number.
Then they stepped out to hop a fast-paced jitterbug while the band broke into a rendition of "Kansas City," a hit from the 1950s -- when they first danced together as teenagers.
The wedding party, consisting of their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, laughed and cheered in delight watching the 88-year-old newlyweds cut up the dance floor at the Grand Haven Amenities in Palm Coast, Fla.
The wedding was the culmination of a decades-long love story that saw them reconnect after about 50 years apart. Hall and Passaro grew up four blocks apart in Allentown, Pa., developing crushes on each other as they attended middle and high school together in the 1950s.
They took diverging paths in their 20s, then met again at their 50th high school reunion in 2003. A heartfelt conversation that evening led to months of emails and phone calls. They moved in together after about a year of dating, and in October, they decided to get married.

Elaine Hall and Roland Passaro reconnected at their 50th high school reunion in 2003. On March 23, 2024, the 88-year-olds wed in front of their familes.


As teenagers, the couple danced together at the YMCA or parties at friends' houses. At the time, Passaro was a star athlete and Hall the head cheerleader. While playing games such as "spin the bottle" at house parties, cheering and competing at school games, and taking classes together, each felt the chemistry between them.
"In today's parlance, you would say, she was hot," Passaro said. "She was the smartest girl in class and knew the answer to every question."
Hall remembers: "Roland was as handsome as could be, he was the star player, and all the girls liked him. But he liked me, so that was nice."
But Hall and Passaro didn't date each other in high school.
Passaro felt he was "too young to go steady with anyone at that age," he said. "I wanted to play the field."
After high school, Passaro went to college, got married, raised three children, played professional baseball, built a business and eventually ended up working for an airline in Miami.
That's when his first wife, Suzanne Passaro, got sick. Passaro nursed her through her four-year battle with cancer. Less than a year before Suzanne passed, their family was faced with the sudden death of their 37-year-old son, John Passaro.
"He had some depression," Hall said about that year of Passaro's life. "He wasn't even planning on attending the reunion until his family talked him into it."
At the 2003 reunion, Passaro, dressed in a dark suit, laid eyes on Hall after 50 years. She was wearing a black pantsuit and a silky top with a scoop neckline that they both remember.
Hall stayed in Allentown after high school. She joined the Morning Call, a local newspaper, and began working her way up. She got married, raised three children, got divorced in her 40s, and retired at 66 as the Morning Call's director of advertising and business development.
She was settled in a condo in Atlantic City when she travelled to Allentown for the reunion.
"There was an attraction between us that night," Hall said. "When I went over to say goodbye, he leaned over and gave me a kiss."

Elaine Hall and Roland Passaro on Hall's first trip to visit Passaro in Miami in 2004. (Contributed by Elaine Hall)


The two agreed to keep in touch over email, but before that promise could materialize, Passaro mailed Hall a handwritten letter from Miami. She read the letter and called him. That first phone call was six hours long.
"That preceded three months of phone calls and emails," Hall said. "It was such a magical time."
Three months into their correspondence, Passaro invited Hall to Miami. That first time, she stayed for four days. But when Hall went to see her beau for Christmas that year, they decided she would be staying forever.
"By then, every time I opened a closet, it was filled with her clothes," Passaro said. "And I asked her to have anything else she needed sent to us."
The couple said their secret to happiness together is sharing values and interests.
"We are both family-oriented," Passaro said. "Devoted to our kids and grandkids, and now our great-grandkids."
Hall and Passaro enjoy art shows, going out to dinner and traveling together, they said. They take turns reading to each other before they fall asleep at night. And they love to golf together.
"They are so adorable at the golf course," said Roland Passaro's son James Passaro. "He hits the ball, and she tells him which way it went because he can't see very well."
"He's an incredible player at 88; he can still score if she can see for him," James said.

Elaine Hall and Roland Passaro pose at a golf course in Pebble Beach, Calif. (Contributed to Elaine Hall/Contributed by Elaine Hall)


The couple has also seen dark times together. Hall's 67-year-old son, Robert Hall, passed in 2021, and Passaro proved to be "my rock, through the toughest period of my life." The pair said they believe they understand each other so well because of their shared history.
"The thing about getting older is that very few people remember you from when you were young," Hall said. "But I remember Rollie as the vibrant young fellow who could throw a ball as far as the eye could see."
"And I remember how beautiful and exciting she was when she was 15, and I can say that she's just as beautiful and exciting today," Passaro said.
Last October, as they sat down to have a glass of wine after dinner, Hall wondered out loud why they hadn't gotten married.
Passaro remarked that neither of them had discussed it until this point.
"Well, what do you think about it?" Hall said.
"Let's do it," Passaro replied.
Both of them had tears in their eyes, Hall said.
The wedding was a family affair. Hall's daughters, Elizabeth Zakeosian and Patricia Beals. visited six wedding gown boutiques with her until they found the "classy" gown that fit Hall like a glove. They also had a girls' night with her on the eve of the wedding, and they walked her down the aisle. A daughter's husband assembled the arch that held the flowers.
Passaro's sons James and Ron kept him company on the eve of wedding. They walked him down the aisle, and James served as officiant while Ron was the best man. James's wife selected the flowers. Two great-granddaughters, ages 11 and 1, dressed in white, were the flower girls.

Elaine Hall and Roland Passaro are surrounded by family at their wedding ceremony in Palm Coast, Fla., this month. (Maddy Godt)


The couple even had an in-house wedding planner, a granddaughter who had the unenviable task of ensuring that their family, spread from Hawaii to Allentown, was present at the wedding.
In keeping with tradition, the couple spent the night before their wedding apart.
The wedding had a "celebratory mood," James Passaro said. "The families have known each other for years so this was a good climax to a great love story."
The next day, they set off on a short honeymoon, seven decades after they were first smitten with each other at school.
"We all have a special place in our hearts for our first big crush, and he was mine," Hall told The Post on a phone call, as she sat beside her husband. "And I think I was his."
"You were," Passaro told her. "You were my first big crush."

Elaine Hall and Roland Passaro kiss at their wedding ceremony. (Maddy Godt)
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Pssssst ... How to find 11 of the best speakeasy bars in the D.C. area
Hidden by secret doors and unmarked addresses, we found stellar cocktails and vibes at DMV speakeasies.
By Fritz Hahn | 2024-03-28
Almost a century ago, Americans rejoiced at the end of Prohibition. Bars could reopen and publicly sell alcohol! No more bootleg "gin" filled with additives that could literally make you go blind! No more police raids and bartenders led away in handcuffs!
And yet bargoers have spent much of the past two decades enraptured with what they imagine to be the glamour of the Prohibition-era speakeasy: low lights and fancy cocktails at a party restricted to those in the know.
The trend of neo-speakeasies began in the mid-2000s thanks to places like New York's legendary PDT, with its hidden entrance through a phone booth in a hot dog shop, and Old Town Alexandria's PX, which required customers to look for a blue light off King Street, then knock on a plain door to gain admittance to a tiny lounge pouring 1920s-inspired cocktails.
These days, plenty of bars have embraced what a colleague calls "Prohibition cosplay": sofa-filled lounges hidden behind steel freezer doors, in barber shops and in the basements of luxury hotels. Getting in requires guests to ring doorbells next to unmarked doors or make reservations in advance, sometimes using "secret" links hidden in plain sight on the website of a sister business. But can anything really stay secret in the age of social media?

A bartender mixes a cocktail at the Mirror in D.C. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)



Patrons enjoy a meal in the backroom bar at Chicken + Whiskey. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Adding a disguised entrance and calling your business a "speakeasy" has become a thematic design choice, no different from deciding to use mid-century modern furniture or install a selfie wall covered in grass and a neon sign. You're not hiding from the coppers -- just the troubles of the outside world. That's why there's still something alluring about visiting one of these bars for the first time, trying to figure out where a door is hidden and whether you'll be granted entrance or be relegated to a wait list.
Here's a guide to some of the best speakeasy-style bars to seek out in the D.C. area. (Note that we said "some." You can't expect us to give up all our secrets.)
Warning: Contains mild spoilers about locations and means of entry.
Where's the bar? Look for people filing into the lower level of a rowhouse squeezed between Rito Loco and an alley near LeDroit Park for what might be appear to be a house party in a typical English basement apartment.
Getting in: Reservations last 90 minutes and are made through Resy for bar stools and regular tables. There is usually space for walk-ins, but that's limited on weekends. If you can't make reservations and are in the area, it doesn't hurt to stop in and ask: On a recent Friday, we asked the host if we could grab a drink. He said the night was full, but he had a table for two where the reservation didn't start for an hour. If we could watch our time, we could have it until then.
The vibe: 600 T is one of the coziest bars in town, and not just because it's literally in the bottom floor of a rowhouse. The exposed brick walls are in various shades of cinnamon and ebony. Rough wooden boards hang overhead, supporting clusters of Edison bulbs. Candles flicker inside the metal holders sitting on tables seemingly made from butcher blocks. Thursday night brings live jazz starting at 8 p.m. The staff is friendly, and the customers are upbeat. Everyone seems happy to be here, nursing a cocktail.
What to drink: The cocktail menu features a long list of well-crafted classics: a perfectly balanced Paper Plane, a bracing Pegu Club, a paloma with a kiss of sweet-and-spicy hibiscus thanks to Sorel Liqueur. But don't overlook the house signatures, such as the Wisconsin Avenue Jones, a complex mix of 100-proof bourbon, herbaceous Yellow Chartreuse and a hit of mint. Most cocktails are $16 to $20, unless you visit for happy hour, which runs from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday and all night Wednesday, when there's a special menu of $14 classics. Food options are limited to berbere-spiced popcorn, spiced mixed nuts and chocolate chip cookies.
600 T St. NW. 600tdc.com.

Out of Office offers cocktails inspired by "worldly travel experiences." (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Where's the bar? Manifest seems like a thoughtful combo: an old-school barbershop up front, including optional hot lather shaves, and a boutique stocked with hoodies from Marni, clogs from Needles, and a variety of expensive hair and face products. There's even a coffee bar in the back. You almost don't realize there's an entrance to a lounge here until you give the sales associate your name, and the magic happens.
Getting in: Reservations are required, according to the website, though the bartender told us they do take walk-ins, especially on Wednesday or Thursday, when it's less crowded. Have fun clicking around on Manifest's website until you stumble across the link to Out of Office, which has no menu or hours -- just a link to make reservations. When you finally get to that point, you might find that booking a seat at the bar is as hard as getting a table at Moon Rabbit: On a recent Friday, the only options for two people were at 5 p.m. or after 11:15 p.m.

At Out of Office, the curvaceous bar has just six seats. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


The vibe: First impressions are everything, and Out of Office is a stage set for date night. The curvaceous bar, which has just six seats, takes up most of a cozy room, though a mirrored wall makes the space feel a bit larger. Votives flicker among the ornate cut-glass bottles of bitters and syrups sitting on the marble counter, while bottles of spirits glow behind the bar -- the brightest spots in a room colored in blacks and grays. The adjacent lounge has room for just two dozen more people, at a mix of cube-shaped booths and blond wooden chairs at low-slung tables. A mix of R&B and hip-hop plays over the speakers, both new (Drake, the Weeknd) and old (Jay-Z, TLC). Lil Jon's "Lovers and Friends" inspires a singalong from a group we can hear, but not see, in the other room.
What to drink: The 14 cocktails on the menu were "inspired by worldly travel experiences," according to OOO's website. The Tokyo Garden arrives with a freshly torched sprig of rosemary, the glowing embers of which provide a lovely counterpoint to a mix of smoked mezcal, sweet pineapple juice and spicy bitters. La Boca builds on a traditional Hemingway special daiquiri but adds Equiano dark rum, blended in Barbados. The four featured cocktails are $22, while the rest of the drinks range from $18 to $20.
1807 Florida Ave. NW. manifest.us.
Where's the bar? The posh four-star Graham hotel in Georgetown, which sits half a block north of the C&O Canal's visitor center, doesn't seem like the kind of place you should go poking around looking for hidden doors and secret entrances. In fact, you'd probably walk right by the door for the Alex if you didn't know what you were looking for, or how to access it. The person at the hotel's check-in desk might be able to help.
Getting in: The Alex is advertised, not hidden, on the hotel website, and reservations are available through OpenTable. Reservations are valid for 90 minutes.
The vibe: The basement cocktail bar is named, the hotel says, for former Georgetown resident Alexander Graham Bell. There are cool details throughout the long, rectangular space: the network of pipes overhead, the cut-glass light fixtures above the bar, the portrait of a rabbit in country attire hanging over the marble fireplace. There's live jazz on Friday and Saturday nights, though on the night we first visited, my date and I were forced to cuddle up on the same side of our table, as the trio was SIMPLY TOO LOUD TO TALK OVER. (The audio was rectified after their first set, so we assume we weren't the only ones to notice.)
What to drink: The Alex was the only place where I encountered a $45 cocktail over the course of reporting: the Closing Statement, which mixes Monkey 47 gin, extra-aged VEP Chartreuse, Luxardo Maraschino liqueur and fresh lime juice. The rest of the menu is a mix of classics and originals, such as the Moonlight Serenade, which takes its light, springlike flavors from Lillet Blanc, creme de peche and a house-steeped gin. Many of the drinks seemed just a touch sweet. Most cocktails are $20 to $24; expect to pay $16 to $20 for a glass of wine.
1075 Thomas Jefferson St. NW. thegrahamgeorgetown.com.
Where's the bar? You might know the original Florida Avenue location of Capo Italian Deli as a go-to spot for old-school salami sandwiches. Maybe you ordered one of the wildly popular Fauci Pouchy packaged cocktails to go in the early days of the pandemic. But there's more to drink here than Boylan root beer: Just look for the bouncer, who's probably not guarding the seeded rolls.
Getting in: No reservations are required. Larger groups can call 202-910-6884 to ask about reserving tables.
The vibe: If most bars that adopt speakeasy-esque personas want to conjure images of savvy sophisticates nursing vintage cocktails in a lounge, Capo just wants you to dance. The hidden bar is much bigger than the deli would have you believe, with a pair of bars -- one of which used to be a bank vault -- and long tufted banquettes, plush couches and plenty of room to move under an expansive chandelier. The liveliest nights are the first and third Thursdays of the month, when DJ Farrah Flosscett and friends take over for Throwing Shade, a dance party with elements of hip-hop, underground R&B, futuristic funk and soulful house beginning at 10 p.m., but there's music every Thursday, Friday and Saturday night.
What to drink: Beverage director Rohit Malhotra's talents come through on the cocktail menu, which had 10 drinks on our last visit. Some, like the paloma with housemade grapefruit soda and a choice of mezcal, tequila or Chacho, and the Lemongrass Mule, where vodka or gin are paired with a house lemongrass syrup and ginger beer, are easy-sipping highballs for clubbing. But then there's the East Meets West -- a boulevardier riff with Japanese whisky, American bourbon and Szechuan-spiced amaro. All house cocktails are $18. Elsewhere on the menu, there's one beer (Stella Artois, $10), champagne (starting at $15 per glass), and a bottle service menu that starts at $300 for Don Q Cristal, Tito's and Milagro Silver.
715 Florida Ave. NW. capodc.com.

A bar patron enters the Mirror in D.C. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Where's the bar? Hidden in the heart of the downtown corridor, near the McPherson Square Metro station, the Mirror is just out of sight from the sidewalk, looking out of place in an otherwise empty building -- or is it? Really, the clue is in the name.
Getting in: No reservations for entry or tables.
The vibe: Once you're inside, the Mirror is, for the most part, a chill spot. Classic 1990s hip-hop booms from the speakers -- Clipse, Ice Cube, the "All About the Benjamins" remix -- while bartenders mix up a steady stream of throwback drinks. It's intentionally dark, lit by candles with no phone flashes or flashlights allowed. The rough wooden bar planks signal a no-frills approach, until you wander to the back and find nooks with leather sofas, low tables, glass chandeliers and, what else, gilt-framed mirrors.

Carly Meyerson, left, sits beside Jake Engle in the couch seating area at the Mirror. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


What to drink: The menu is packed with classic cocktails, from the airmail to the Tom Collins by way of the Brown Derby, Corpse Reviver No. 2, Last Word and Siesta. Drinks are $16. Happy hour, which runs on weekdays from 5 to 7:30 p.m., knocks cocktails down to $13 while offering $11 beer-and-a-shot combos. Note that the only thing to eat is Lay's potato chips for $1 per bag.
1413 K St. NW. themirrordc.com.
Where's the bar? There used to be some mystery about getting into Captain Gregory's, an intimate bar housed in the same storefront as RailBird Kitchen restaurant. Now, however, there are signs telling you exactly how to get the attention of the Captain's staff, which kind of spoils the surprise.
Getting in: Reservations can be made through Resy for groups of no more than four. Reservations last an hour and 45 minutes and include a $4.50-per-person fee, which gets you doughnuts. Walk-in seating is possible -- the bar operates a "virtual wait list" beginning at 5 p.m.
The vibe: Nautical touches abound in Captain Gregory's -- the ramp leading from the secret entrance into the bar ends at a pillar wrapped with heavy rope. Yet there are softer touches, such as the wide, velvet chairs and the little vases of flowers on each table. Captain Gregory's is serious about its cocktails, but it also feels designed for date night, given the small size and numerous tables for two.
What to drink: The menu is divided into sections, such as "Light and Easy Going," where you'll find Hotel El Floridita, a balanced, apricot-flavored daiquiri riff with extra depth from fennel-roasted pineapple and saffron, and "Modern," where top billing goes to Amongst the Cane Fields, a potent, citrusy milk punch with the funk of rhum agricole, orange blossom and toasted almond. The rotating seasonal theme on our visit was Winter in Tokyo, which meant a focus on Japanese whiskies, yuzu-infused gin, and, in the rich and peppery Tokyo Vice, rye whiskey washed with wagyu fat, plus a black peppercorn-forward maple syrup. The kitchen is proud of its various tinctures and infusions and will happily explain why, for example, the Royal Fortune features a chamomile-infused pisco. Most cocktails are $19, with some $1 more or less. A small food menu includes a half-dozen items, such as deviled eggs topped with pancetta, crackling shrimp tempura and a wagyu burger.
804 N. Henry St., Alexandria. captaingregorys.com.

Bartender Karine Timsa uses fire to mix a cocktail at Chicken + Whiskey. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Where's the bar? Walk past the line of cooks prepping Peruvian-style rotisserie chicken and delivery drivers waiting to pick up orders, and head for the rear of this Logan Circle fast-casual eatery.
Getting in: No reservations.
The vibe: Think of Chicken + Whiskey as a speakeasy for beginners. The freezer door leading to the whiskey bar feels more like a visual joke than the hush-hush entry to a Prohibition-themed emporium. On a Friday night, as retro dance music played, a group of women were doing shot skis -- ski-shaped boards with shot glasses attached that require everyone to lift and sip at the same time -- while a couple chatted with the bartender about the selection of 99 whiskeys behind the bar. There's plenty of seating, both at the bar and at drink rails along the opposite wall. If you come right after work, there's even a happy hour, with $3 off cocktails and a $15 combo of wings and Mexican beer. This is the only Chicken + Whiskey with a hidden bar, so please don't go poking around the Columbia Mall or Navy Yard locations looking for the speakeasy.
What to drink: The Toki Highball is a classic, refreshing mix of Japanese whisky, soda, and a choice or lemon or orange aromatics, which are sprayed directly into the glass.
1738 14th St. NW. chickenandwhiskey.com.

Bartender Mickey Scott prepares a cocktail inside Doi Moi Downstairs. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Where's the bar? The name is self-explanatory: Go to Doi Moi restaurant on 14th Street NW, and go downstairs. If you see a glowing pink light outside, the bar is open and you can head down.
Getting in: Doi Moi downstairs doesn't require reservations, though they are offered upstairs.
The vibe: Designed as a dark, intimate hideaway to contrast with the loud, vivid restaurant upstairs, Doi Moi Downstairs is a place you want to bring a date for after-dinner cocktails -- especially if you can snag one of several intimate nooks separated from the bar by beaded curtains. A section of banquettes offers a place to lean back and take in the scene, watching the action at the bar, accented by hanging ivy and lanterns. A DJ provides the soundtrack on weekends. It can feel crowded and lively late at night, if that's what you're looking for.

Patrons enjoy beverages at Doi Moi Downstairs in D.C. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


What to drink: Doi Moi Downstairs has its own food and drink menu. The vibe is playful, mixing tiki and disco. I Got U-bae, for instance, is a tropical coconut- and pineapple-forward mix of tequila and overproof rum served in a glass pineapple to show off its vivid purple color, which comes from the ube yam. House cocktails are $13 to $15. There are vodka and green tea shots and rotating "disco shots" for $6 each, wines starting at $12 a glass, and canned soju cocktails.
1800 14th St. NW. doimoidc.com.
Where's the bar? Walking down Mount Pleasant Street NW, look for a radio antenna painted on an otherwise unremarkable door. There's a doorbell next to it.
Getting in: OKPB doesn't take reservations, which makes every visit a roll of the dice, considering the capacity is just 30. If there's no room for your group, your name will be added to a wait list, you're free to go chill at a nearby restaurant or bar, and you'll get a text when something opens up. It all comes down to luck and timing. I've hustled over at 5:15 p.m. on a Tuesday and found myself cooling my heels at Purple Patch's bar for more than 30 minutes waiting for a table to open. I've stopped by on a Thursday around 6 p.m. and been shown right in. I've tried my luck on a Friday night and waited more than 2 hours for a text, at which point I gave up. You'd think happy hour would be the best bet, but you never know how long people are going to linger: As I heard the doorman tell a couple while turning them away one afternoon, "It could be 20 to 30 minutes or it could be an hour."
The vibe: There are two reasons people are willing to wait to get into OKPB: There's nothing else like it, and the drinks are impressive. Opened in the summer of 2021 by former bartenders from Dupont Circle speakeasy the Sheppard, the worn and lived-in OKPB feels like it's been around much longer. Gaze around as you sip: potted plants mounted on the walls, a screen of rows of frosted windows, shelves full of books and knickknacks, floral red wallpaper with monkey prints, the skylight at the top of the stairs. A radiator with a shelf and another plant atop it becomes a standing rail for a pair waiting for seats. The soundtrack jumps, incongruously, from Edwyn Collins's "A Girl Like You" to Benny Goodman small group swing, and no one bats an eye. There's lots of buzz from conversations, but somehow the click-clack of a cocktail shaker is never drowned out.
What to drink: The shortest and sweetest of speakeasy menus is a handwritten piece of paper on a clipboard with five drinks on it, which changes daily. On offer in February: Autumn in New Jersey, with apple brandy, lemon, orgeat and bitters, and the Fairbanks, with rye whiskey, apricot and bitters. You can also just tell the staff what you're in the mood for, and they'll deliver, though this is easier if you have one of the five bar stools. The drinks are deep yet simple -- deceptively so. All drinks are $16, except at happy hour, which runs from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday to Friday and includes $8 martinis, Manhattans, Fitzgeralds and mules.
3165 Mount Pleasant St. NW. okpbdc.com.
Where's the bar? There's literally a neon sign in the Kaiju Ramen shop on Barracks Row pointing to the bar. But once you're downstairs in a dark, neon-lit hallway, you need to pick the right unmarked door, lest you find yourself in a bathroom. TKYO Speaks used to have a cool disguise: The door was covered in shelves holding sake barrels, so it appeared to be part of the wall. Sadly, the barrels proved too heavy, according to a bartender, and were removed.
Getting in: It's not hard to just walk in, but the room gets crowded on Friday and Saturday nights, when a DJ gets the crowd moving. If you want a seat, try coming early, or even during dinner. (Pro tip: You can have food delivered to the downstairs bar.)
The vibe: The basement lounge is lit with neon signs, which shine on murals of anime characters. Garlands of (fake) cherry blossoms hang above the bar. Guests lounge with drinks on leather sofas or stand at high tables, watching episodes of 1980s Saturday morning cartoons or "Sailor Moon." TKYO Speaks is a laid-back spot on Thursday and Sunday, while DJs ratchet up the vibe after 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights. If there's an anime-related con in the area, cosplaying characters are usually here.
What to drink: The focus is on Japanese beverages, so think bottles of sparkling fruit-flavored Hana Awaka sakes or Hokkaido ales -- the refreshing Cherry Berry isn't as sweet as you'd think. You can get a pretty good New York sour or pineapple margarita, but it's more fun to mix or match highballs. Sparkling green tea can be matched with five different spirits, including Suntory Toki whisky or Bombay Gin. Even better: cocktails made with Calpico, the milky Japanese beverage, in your choice of original or strawberry flavors, with the same five spirits. Happy hour, which runs from 5 to 7:30 p.m., takes $2 off everything on the menu.
525 Eighth St. SE. instagram.com/tkyodc.

Patrons reflected in a mirror drink at Turncoat in Chevy Chase. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Where's the bar? The first thing you see walking into Friendship Heights' new food hall is a large, rectangular bar. It's so conspicuous, it's obviously not the one you're looking for. Wander past the selfie stations and neon installations and stands selling kebabs and cheesesteaks, and you get to Urbano, a mural-filled Mexican restaurant with a half-dozen margaritas on the menu. You might retrace your steps back to the beginning, trying to figure out where there might be a hidden door -- then realize you forgot to check on the patio.
Getting in: No reservations. Our server said there can be a wait on weekends, but rarely early in the week.
The vibe: Bright, clean and sporting an enormous bar, Turncoat is the perfect fit for Chevy Chase, from the herringbone wooden floor to the pressed tin ceiling overhead. The tufted bar stools are wide and luxurious. None of those low lights or booming hip-hop found at other speakeasies. You could bring your mom here, assuming she likes gin cocktails, butter-poached lobster rolls, and the crackly vintage hot jazz and lusher tunes from the "Boardwalk Empire" soundtracks pouring from the speakers. Turncoat embraces the cheesiness and leans into being a 1920s-theme bar: Note the mug shots of Al Capone and other bootleggers staring down at you from the walls; the back bar dressed up as a 19th-century "Rock Creek Railway" streetcar; the cocktail served in a miniature bathtub as a nod to Prohibition-era "bathtub gin."

The signature Clawfoot Tub cocktail at Turncoat in Chevy Chase. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


What to drink: The head-turner at Turncoat is the Clawfoot Tub, a potent and delicious gin and housemade tonic that's topped with a mound of bubbly, pineapple-flavored "foam" and arrives in a ceramic bathtub-shaped tiki glass. Even more of a novelty is the Crabappletini, a funky gin martini that stars a crab vermouth -- made with real meat in a sous vide -- for a briny, earthy taste that's instantly recognizable.
5406 Wisconsin Ave., Chevy Chase (Inside the Heights food hall). theturncoatbar.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/03/28/dc-speakeasy-bar-guide/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Miss Manners: Dinner guest stays on phone all evening
She was on her phone for most of the letter writer's dinner party.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-03-28
Dear Miss Manners: I had a formal sit-down dinner for eight guests at my home. One guest was on her phone nearly the whole time -- texting and even watching live videos that her friends posted while others were trying to have a conversation.
She was away from the group, but the sounds were still audible. She arrived late and stayed by herself, on her phone, during the cocktail and hors d'oeuvres time. When it was time for dinner, once everyone was seated and the food was being passed, she got up to get the hors d'oeuvres and bring them to the table. Then she got up again to go to her car to bring pictures of her boyfriend to the table for us to see. Never excused herself.
When asked at the end of the party if she had been bored, she said she had had a great time but was trying to include her long-distance boyfriend whom she misses so much and can't go any length of time without contacting.
I didn't want to call her out on her behavior at the party and am hesitant to do so now. She has very low self-esteem, but she also wonders why she loses friends. What can one do sensitively in a situation like this?
Sensitive to whom, exactly? It can't be to yourself or your guests, as your friend strikes Miss Manners as remarkably insensitive to them. But she agrees with you that allowing your friend to be so rude is also insensitive to her needs -- a phrase she shudders to use -- as it will only further isolate her.
As it would be impolite to correct your friend's manners, the least unkind thing to do is to find a new eighth for your next party. And let's stop asking the guests if they are bored.
Dear Miss Manners: I traveled by bus to attend a funeral for a family member in my hometown (where I no longer live). I don't mind riding the bus, and in fact, I relish the chance to listen to a podcast or audiobook and unwind.
The bus ride was about two hours, and I was seated next to a woman whom I could not, despite my best and most mannerly efforts, disengage from conversation. Should something like this happen in the future, what is a polite but FIRM way to disengage a chatty stranger, short of simply putting in my ear buds and ignoring him or her?
The rude person on the bus -- or the train, or the airplane -- has convinced you that ignoring her would be rude. It feels rude. If we ignore her own rudeness in forcing you into a conversation, it would be.
Miss Manners often says that one rudeness does not justify another, so how can this woman's rudeness cancel the rudeness of ignoring her? Because it does. Etiquette is not stupid. It may, occasionally, allow one to use politeness as a bludgeon -- but it does not allow rudeness to be so used. You may listen to your audiobook with a clear conscience, but you must steel yourself to do so.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Anti-recycler wants respect from partner on trash worldview
This letter writer refuses to recycle and expects pro-recycling partner to respect that as they make plans to move in together.




By Carolyn Hax | 2024-03-28

(Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My partner and I are planning to move in together. I don't recycle, but he does and insists that I do it, too, once we are sharing a home. We can't seem to resolve this! Please advise.
-- Stuck
Stuck: Recycle your freaking stuff.
Carolyn: That answer is not helpful! I was hoping for something thoughtful and practical. We have a lifestyle issue and need help resolving it, please. I respect his decision to recycle, but he's not respectful of my beliefs. What if he were insisting I vote a certain way? Or not practice a religion?
-- Stuck again
Stuck again: I'm not respectful of your beliefs, either. "Erf the environment!"?
Recycle any reusable resources. Be mindful of the impact of waste. These are both thoughtful and practical. Voting and religion are apples and oranges.
Re: Apples and oranges: You can compost those, you know.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Nice.
Re: Recycling: He is not asking you for the world, he's asking you to chuck recyclables in a different bin. I would LOVE to hear why you are so against it that you're THIS close to blowing up a relationship over it.
-- Curious
Re: Recycling: What if "recycling" means he wants to date an ex? Kids these days!
-- Also Curious
Also Curious: Omg.
Re: Recycling: At the risk of giving advice: SO many issues arise when you begin cohabiting with a partner. Big things. Medium-size things. Little things. IMHO, this falls into the last category. You MUST learn to be flexible to make this new partnership work.
My husband is paraplegic. We recycled for many years. Now as hub's only caregiver, I just don't have the bandwidth and stopped recycling, and minimize my carbon footprint in other ways. Point being, there ARE sometimes extenuating circumstances. For now, try to let some of the righteous indignation go and save the ground-standing for issues like voting and religion. Believe me, those will come up, too.
-- Experienced
Experienced: "At the risk of giving advice" -- love it. Just to cross all the t's: Recycling can be complicated, which I got blasted for last time I wrote this. Jurisdictions handle it differently, not everything goes where it's supposed to, the resale market has collapsed for some things. But, but -- any resource saved is a plus; and the problems are often on the user end, so being conscientious actually matters; and for me, at least, the extra second to choose a different bin is a constant reminder to use nonrenewable resources sparingly. It's more than just what ends up where.
Re: Recycling: "Stuck" mentioned "beliefs." Perhaps we should hear what they are.
-- Curious Too
Curious Too: Stuck says: "From my research, landfills are way more than adequate for all trash. Therefore, sorting my garbage is a waste of time and ridiculous. I'm more than happy for people to decide this issue for themselves and appreciate the same courtesy in return."
Re: Recycling: I think the issue here is that you view recycling as a "lifestyle choice" where your partner views it as a minor moral obligation. Recycling helps the environment significantly, while requiring an absolute bare minimum of effort. I defy you to give me one good reason for not recycling that does not reduce to just: "I'm too lazy, and I don't care." Not to mention, it might well be mandatory; check local ordinances. The "unhelpful" answers stem from the fact that your partner is right -- at least, in the opinion of a significant majority of responsible adults.
-- Also Unhelpful
Also Unhelpful: Right -- it's about what landfills should hold, not just what they can. Thanks, everyone.
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Ask Amy: Grandma is caught in the middle of her sons' fight
She wishes her sons would just makeup already after she made her granddaughters cry over the fight.
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-03-28
Dear Amy: My two sons are not speaking to one another, after a fight that occurred during Christmas two years ago. The result is that my granddaughters don't like their uncle and aunt. The three girls are 11, 9, and 6.
While sleeping overnight at my house last weekend, I told my granddaughters that I love both of my sons equally. They started to cry. The next day I met with their parents in a coffee shop and apologized. I explained that I didn't mean to offend anyone and asked for forgiveness. I thought that they had forgiven me until recently, when my son said that the oldest daughter (in fifth grade) is scarred. He claims that I screamed at her and that she now needs therapy. He asked me to go to therapy, as well.
I asked my sons to forgive one another and to move forward so that our family can be back to normal. They declined. Is there anything we can do to solve this?
-- Unforgiven Grandmother
Unforgiven: The old phrase "this will end in tears" perfectly describes the lasting impact of this long-ago fight.
I'm going to assume that you are likely leaving out many details in your narrative, including important context. This forces me to speculate. You told your three young granddaughters that you love both of your sons equally. This is an innocuous and laudable statement. But I wonder if this statement came at the tail end of a larger discussion, and if so, why you were discussing this issue with these girls in the first place.
Children are extremely curious about relationships, and they will sometimes ask leading questions, but will then feel overwhelmed -- or cornered -- by the response. (This might explain why all three started to cry.) Perhaps your granddaughters asked you to talk about their dad and their uncle's relationship, expressing curiosity about the fight that led to the estrangement. The eldest daughter might have disturbing memories of this Christmastime fight, and the conversation brought up some unresolved trauma.
An alternative explanation is that their dad is trying to box you into a corner by attempting to control the narrative. And while you are minimizing this girl's reaction by inference (as well as the suggestion that she now needs therapy), a skilled therapist could help the entire family to confront the larger challenge.
I hope you will find a way to cooperate, without letting your son completely control you. You should express your willingness to see a therapist, especially if he will join you.
Dear Amy: My wife and I have been married for 10 years. We have two children, and between the kids and our jobs, we are super busy, but we are making things work. Recently we had a very rare date night together. We both had a little bit too much to drink, I guess, and we were having the kind of intimate conversation we haven't had in a long time.
I can't even remember how this came up, but my wife admitted to me that right after we became engaged, she had a brief fling (that's how she described it) with her ex. She described it as a "last fling before I got married" sort of thing. I was completely shocked. Floored, actually.
I don't want to throw our relationship away over something I know happened a very long time ago, but I'm really having trouble getting past this. My wife acts like she has unburdened herself and thinks this should be the end of it. Now I don't know how to respond. I'm seeking some perspective.
-- Shocked Husband
Shocked: Your wife's "fling" is old news for her. She's had over 10 years to live with her choice. For you, this is brand new. She does not have the right to insist that you get over it quickly.
Do not throw your relationship away over this. Do talk about it. You should express everything that you are thinking and feeling, and she should listen and learn from you. If you find you are holding onto resentment and hard thoughts, a marriage counselor could help to guide you through this.
Dear Amy: "Betrayed Wife" said that her husband's friend "Steve" forcibly kissed her and that despite this her husband maintained the friendship. I don't think your response was strong enough. I wonder if the husband is suffering from cognitive decline.
-- Concerned
Concerned: I raised the possibility that "Steve" might be abusing the husband's vulnerability; cognitive decline could explain the husband's response.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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My parents have sided with my cheating ex. Hax readers give advice.
He cheated yet his ex-partner's parents are still siding with him, saying he's the letter writer's "best chance at love."

By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-03-27

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I don't know why but my parents have sided with my ex-boyfriend against me. I was always a good kid: track star and 4.0 average in high school, bachelor's degree with honors, great job, bought my own home at 28. I was in a relationship with this guy "David" for the past 4 years. My family loved him. He's a good-looking, outgoing and charming guy.
He moved in last year and things quickly went south. David started spending less and less time with me and just using our home as a pit stop. I kept asking what was wrong, and he kept blowing me off. I asked if he was cheating, and we had a bad argument. Then I came home the next day to find he'd moved out, confirming my suspicions. After a few days, he said he was sorry, he was "going through something," and he wanted to talk it out and come home. I said no; when I'm done, I'm done.
Recently this great guy asked me out, and I said yes. It felt right and was a distraction from the heartache. We've went out just a few times so far. Unfortunately, a friend of David's saw us at a restaurant and felt it necessary to report on my life to him. David went ballistic. He accused me of cheating on him and other things until I had to block him.
Then he contacted my parents, which is crazy and should have sent up alarm bells. Instead, they're all over me about breaking David's heart, and how I need to make it right because he is my best chance at love. Like I'm 51 not 31. I tried talking to them but ended up shouting and angry. That's wrong I know but come on, my parents are siding with some cheating rando against their own daughter. Anyway, I obviously need a better way to handle this one. Help?
-- My Side
My Side: Your life, your love life -- not theirs. Make it clear that you value them as parents, but this breakup is off limits, and if they talk to you about it you will leave. And do that. Don't change your visiting/texting/video chatting schedule, but every time they start in on your ex-boyfriend, just say, "Sorry, I'm not discussing my love life with you" and immediately leave the premises or hang up. Sooner or later they will realize if they want to have a relationship with you, they will leave the subject alone. It may take some time but eventually most parents come around. You can't control what they choose to talk about but you can control whether you listen to it.
-- Been There
My Side: Your parents made a big misstep here. But I am going to offer advice on a different issue that you did not ask about. You need to grow up emotionally. As someone who was once repeatedly and falsely accused of cheating, let me point out that unless you left a lot out, you have no evidence at all that David cheated. Groundless accusations are form of abuse. His moving out is evidence not of cheating but of the damage done by your own behavior. Your response to your parents' overstep was to shout at them, also immature and abusive. And your reference to your high school GPA suggests you find comfort for your own misbehavior in thinking about your own supposed greatness. If they saw you driving away someone they had known for years, that's not siding with a "cheating rando" even though it's still none of their business. Time to reflect.
-- 51 With Love
My Side: Well, first, stick to your decision. If his abrupt change of demeanor and abruptly moving out wasn't a red flag, his going to your parents is a klaxon of manipulativeness. Secondly, your parents have taken him into their lives for the last four years and in some ways, it may be more of a loss for them because their direct experience of him is still of this great guy (albeit one that fed them some line about your break up) and they're worried you're making a mistake. I'd just give it some time. They'll see that you're just fine without this guy, whether you keep dating the newer great guy or not. If he keeps bugging them, they'll come to recognize something is off. I don't want to be alarmist, but his unhinged behavior is making me think a restraining order is in his future. Take care.
-- Been Around The Block
My Side: The ex-boyfriend has proven he's not worthy many times over and doesn't deserve anything more from you. Focus on your own healing and ensuring you learn from this relationship for your next one. That peace will also allow you to use this moment to work out some issues with your parents. You make a case that you deserve their support and loyalty because you have done everything right, but you don't need to do anything to deserve love and support from them.
When you are calm, sit down and share your experience and feelings with your parents -- not to persuade them you are right but instead as a chance for you to show them who you are and to give them an opportunity to give you the support you deserve. Be clear that advocating for the ex is out of bounds and demeaning to you. Hopefully they will realize their error and this will put you in a better place with both your parents and the new love which will surely find you.
-- StacyL
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Like these pasta, sheet pan and bean recipes? Here's what to try next.
Try something new with these recommendations based on some of our popular recipes.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-03-27
We love helping people figure out what to cook. Combing through our archives and finding gems of recipes is one of the best parts of this job. But while we wish we could give out tailored recipe recommendations to thousands of you every day, we just don't have that capacity. And sometimes, you might not even know what you're looking for!
What we can do, though, is play a little recipe matchmaker with some of our most-reviewed dishes. We've gone through our popular recipes and picked out recommendations based on what readers seem to gravitate toward. Whether you're an air fryer aficionado, a fan of sheet-pan meals or a lover of all things chocolate, we have a few ideas for dinner and dessert that we think you're going to love.

Creamy Chicken and Vegetables With Whole-Wheat Drop Biscuits. (Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


with smart, timesaving hacks, such as Chili Black Bean and Cornbread Skillet Pie, try Creamy Chicken and Vegetables With Whole-Wheat Drop Biscuits. While fuss-free drop biscuits bake, this creamy, savory chicken and vegetable dish comes together in a snap. Bonus: You'll have extra biscuits for breakfast. Get the recipe.

French Onion Pasta. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Marie Ostrosky for The Washington Post)


that are low-lift, such as Baked Feta Pasta, try French Onion Pasta. This one-pot meal that blew up on TikTok harnesses all the umami, savory flavor of French onion soup. Get the recipe.

Tiny Pasta With Tender Herbs, Chickpeas and Yogurt. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


that are bursting with fresh herbs, such as Herby Rice and Beans, try Tiny Pasta With Tender Herbs, Chickpeas and Yogurt. Beans + herbs + yogurt + carbs = an unbeatable combination. This brothy pasta dish is an aromatic, comforting delight. Get the recipe.

Brown Sugar and Chili-Rubbed Salmon Sheet Pan Dinner. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


packed with protein and flavor, such as Sheet Pan Chicken With Lemony Potatoes and Kalamata Olives, try this Brown Sugar and Chili-Rubbed Salmon Sheet Pan Dinner. Cut down on dishes, cooking time and stress with this healthful, one-pan meal. Get the recipe.

Air Fryer Grilled Cheese. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


of old favorites, such as Air Fryer Baked Potatoes, try Air Fryer Grilled Cheese. The air fryer's uses are seemingly infinite, and one of them is making a crispy-on-the-outside, melty-on-the-inside grilled cheese. It's now staff writer Becky Krystal's go-to method for the cheesy sandwich. Get the recipe.

Korean-Style Spicy Braised Tofu. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


with bold flavors, such as Crispy Tofu and Zucchini Stir-Fry, try Korean-Style Spicy Braised Tofu. The sweet and spicy sauce packs a punch thanks to gochugaru (Korean chile flakes), dressing up quick-fried slabs of tofu to make a 25-minute meal. Get the recipe.

Almost Flourless Chocolate Cake. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


like the reader-favorite Ultimate Brownies, try our Almost Flourless Chocolate Cake. This rich chocolate cake is almost flourless (it's easily made gluten-free with a different starch) -- and almost effortless. It's an elegant one-bowl bake that comes together in less than an hour. Get the recipe.
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Cooking chat: My husband won't eat pink smoked chicken. Is it safe?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-03-28

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
A few questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in we share one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: I found glass in my food and was still charged for dinner
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-03-27

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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These grab-and-go egg bites are powered by frozen mixed vegetables
Mixed frozen vegetables add a playful, retro cheer to this portable breakfast or snack.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-03-27

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This recipe is a love letter to frozen mixed vegetables. You know the ones -- the confetti-like melange of corn, carrots, peas and green beans, cut perfectly like little gems. You might dismiss them as unsophisticated or old-fashioned, but that would be a mistake because they have so much to offer. They bring a playful, retro cheer to the table with practically zero effort, winning over even the pickiest eaters with their sweet, mellow flavor and Lite-Brite colors. Their fun vibe and ultimate convenience belie their substance, as they are nutritionally comparable to their fresh, cooked counterparts.
Grab a handful or two from their bag in the freezer to add vegetable power to mac-and-cheese, a simple pasta dinner or a batch of fried rice. Serve them as a nostalgic side dish, simply seasoned with a little butter and salt, or taken up a notch stirred with a bit of miso. Drop them into a pot of simmering chicken noodle or tomato soup. Toss them into scrambled eggs or an omelet. There are so many possibilities.
Get the recipe: Egg Bites With Mixed Vegetables and Cheddar

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This recipe combines this colorful medley with eggs in a muffin tin for an easy, make-ahead breakfast or snack. The vegetables are are quickly thawed in a skillet with a sauteed onion. Once that has cooled you stir it, along with some shredded cheddar cheese (or any kind of cheese you like), into a bowlful of eggs that have been beaten with a little milk.
You then scoop the mixture into a muffin tin, top with more cheese and bake until the egg mixture is set and the cheese is melted. The resulting egg bites are tender, savory, packed with nutrition, and are bursting with vibrant color and nuggets of sweet flavor.
With so little effort and such high payoff, these little egg bites stand as a reminder of how versatile these mixed frozen vegetables really are.
Get the recipe: Egg Bites With Mixed Vegetables and Cheddar
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Tell The Post: What's your favorite D.C. dive bar?
We're on the hunt for D.C.'s best dive bars. Where's your favorite, and what makes it the perfect dive?
By Washington Post staff | 2024-03-28
In 2016, Fritz Hahn and Tim Carman traveled across the country to examine the state of the American dive bar -- a story that was a finalist for a James Beard Award. Afterward, they turned their attention to their own backyard, looking at what makes some of the D.C. region's top dives tick, and explaining why some beloved neighborhood spots didn't quite meet the threshold to be called an authentic dive bar.
Fast-forward to 2024. Old favorites have closed, new hangouts have opened, and we're turning to you, dear readers: We want to know about your favorite dive bars and, more importantly, why you consider that particular establishment to be a dive. Is it a combination of cheap beers and Christmas lights? The friendliness (or grumpiness) of the regulars? Something else?
To submit, please use the form below. We may publish your response, including your name, in an upcoming story, but we won't publish your contact information. Thanks for helping us shine a light on the area's best dives.
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
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The 27 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate cherry blossoms with kites on the National Mall and fireworks at the Wharf. Hunt for Easter eggs or dance at a "Country Carter" release party.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Zoe Glasser, Chris Richards, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-03-28
Don't worry if you didn't get tickets for Monday's annual White House Easter Egg Roll: There are plenty of other chances to celebrate with bunnies and eggs this weekend, with events across the area for kids, and even a few for grown-ups. The weather forecast looks pretty good for the weekend -- at least at press time -- meaning cherry blossom-related festivals and events should be able to avoid the rain-related chaos of last Saturday, which led to the postponement of Bloomaroo at the Wharf and the Art of Pink at National Landing. Bloomaroo is giving it another go, with live music, activities and fireworks on Saturday, while the Blossom Kite Festival takes over the National Mall. Other highlights include release parties for Beyonce's "Act II: Country Carter" with drag queens, DJs and lemonade margaritas; Robert Glasper celebrating Duke Ellington and J Dilla at the Kennedy Center; and the Nationals' Opening Day on Easter Monday, which finds bars and restaurants opening early with food and drink specials and entertainment.
Awesome Tapes From Africa at Showtime
Since 2006, Awesome Tapes From Africa has been a rewarding way to discover and immerse yourself in sounds from across the African continent, whether griots from Mali, rap from Niger or traditional songs from Sudan. The project started as a blog, because that was the style at the time, with links to download African music that had been released on cassette. (Founder Brian Shimkovitz had spent a year in Ghana doing research on local music.) Awesome Tapes From Africa has become much more, though: a record label, an online store selling physical copies to benefit the artists that made them and a way for Shimkovitz to spread the joy that the music brings through concerts and DJ nights. He's visiting D.C.'s Showtime this week, where he'll DJ on cassettes, of course, and start a dance party in the cozy Bloomingdale lounge. 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. Free.
Becky Lynch at Sixth and I
In her new book, the WWE star (real name: Rebecca Quin) shares the story of how she forged a path for female wrestlers, from her childhood in Ireland to her WrestleMania wins. She's in conversation with "The Loudest Girl in the World" podcast host Lauren Ober. Signed copies of her book, "Becky Lynch, the Man: Not Your Average Girl," are available for purchase with a ticket. 6 p.m. $12 virtually; $25 in person.
Toast to the Blossoms Cocktail Tasting in Navy Yard
First things first: This is not a sit-down cocktail tasting session, but an exploration of cherry-blossom-themed beverages at six bars and restaurants around the Navy Yard neighborhood -- not all of which are cocktails! The ticket includes drinks like the Pink Reflections at District Winery (gin infused with cherry blossom tea, mixed with litchi, cranberry and rose water); the Cherry Blossom Manhattan at Scarlet Oak (whiskey, cherry blossom vermouth and bitters) and a choice of cherry blossom beers from Virginia's Old Ox and Maryland's Liquidity Aleworks at Tap 99. Pink Taco, Silver Social and Walters are also on the cherry blossom trail. Registration is from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., and participants have until 10 p.m. to claim all their drinks. 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. $40.
'Pattern and Paradox: The Quilts of Amish Women' at Smithsonian American Art Museum
Quilts made by Amish women between 1880 and 1950 are the focus of this exhibit, showing off these utilitarian objects as incredibly intricate works of art. "Pattern and Paradox: The Quilts of Amish Women" explores Amish culture and the contradiction that arose when self-described "Plain People" devoted to humility created crafts that turned out to be quite valuable in worldly terms. The exhibit opens March 28, but mark your calendars for a free gallery talk April 12 at 11:30 a.m. Through Sept. 2. Free.
Kate Clover at Pie Shop
With her latest project, Los Angeles rocker Kate Clover looks back fondly on the original punks of her hometown, including X, the Germs and the Gun Club. Her debut album, "Bleed Your Heart Out," was full to the brim with straight-ahead punk rock, and the first taste of her next album, "The Apocalypse Dream," takes her California dreams to a sock hop like Marty McFly in a DeLorean. 8 p.m. $15-$18.
'The Enduring Legacy of Frederick Douglass' at National Portrait Gallery
In conjunction with the museum's exhibition "One Life: Frederick Douglass," this panel discussion with the exhibition's co-curators, a Harvard University African American studies professor and Douglass's great-great-great-grandson looks at how the abolitionist used speeches and his personal narrative in his activism. 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
'Cowboy Carter' release parties
Beyonce's highly anticipated "Act II: Cowboy Carter" is released into the world on Friday, and fans have a chance to celebrate the new music at events at D.C. bars. Tex-Mex favorite Republic Cantina, owned by a Texan, is putting the album on repeat from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m., with specials including a lemonade margarita, because of course. (9 p.m. Free.) Drag queen KC B. Yonce, known for note-perfect performances to Beyonce songs from drag brunches to the Capital Pride stage, is the featured host at Trade's "Beyonce Boots the House Down" party, which also features Mari Con Carne, Orpheus, MissT Rose Sidora and DJ Sidekick at the 14th Street NW bar. (10 p.m. Free.) Up near U Street, Shakers promises "a full night of Beyonce's Best Bops" after the weekly "RuPaul's Drag Race" viewing party. DJ Miscalculated spins all night, with performances by Druex Sidora, Sasha Adams Sanchez, Amber St. Lexington, Tiara Missou Sidora and Elecktra Gee beginning at 11 p.m. (Doors open at 5 p.m. Free.)
Cherry Night at various locations
Many events during the National Cherry Blossom Festival are targeted at all ages. Not the annual Cherry Night, which brings DJs, drink specials and themed parties to five bars around the area. Wundergarten brings "Pink Friday: A Nicki Minaj Dance Party" to NoMa, while National Landing's Water Park outdoor food hall and Mercy Me's "Blossom Garden" are also hosting gatherings. The unofficial dress code is, of course, pink and white. Times vary by location; see the National Cherry Blossom Festival's website for participating venues and to RSVP.
Blossom Kite Festival at the Washington Monument
The National Cherry Blossom Festival's signature event of the weekend is the Blossom Kite Festival, which returns to the Washington Monument grounds on Saturday afternoon. Watch demonstrations and "kite ballets" from master Japanese kite fliers, or watch local kite enthusiasts show off their best tricks. Kids can make and fly their own kites, or enjoy live music in the Family Field. (10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.) While kites fly, the nearby Sylvan Theatre is the site of the Sakura Taiko Fest, which features traditional Japanese drumming groups from the D.C. area and across the country. (Noon to 5 p.m. Free.)
Bloomaroo at the Wharf
Bloomaroo at the Wharf is also family-friendly -- there's a kids craft zone with kite decorating and balloon artists -- but there's live music on multiple stages, including go-go by the Chuck Brown Band and soulful covers from party-starters Jimi Smooth and HitTime. Look for bars and restaurants serving cherry-blossom-inspired cocktails. Watch Japanese cultural demonstrations, or belt out a song at the karaoke station. The evening is capped with fireworks, starting at 8:30 p.m. 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. Free.
Spring Arts & Crafts and Egg Hunt at the Anacostia Community Museum
The Anacostia Community Museum's Easter celebration is inspired by its new exhibition, "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, D.C., 1900-2000." Artist Tamara Thomas leads a hands-on creative workshop for children ages 4 and older, followed by an egg hunt on the museum's grounds. Noon to 3 p.m. Free; reservations required.
Easter Egg Hunt at the Tregaron Conservancy
The sprawling Tregaron Conservancy in Cleveland Park is one of D.C.'s best community green spaces, and it hosts a pair of Easter egg hunts, including one section of the 13-acre grounds just for children younger than 5. BYOB -- bring your own basket -- and be there before 10 a.m., when the rush begins. 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Free; registration required.
Easter at Mosaic
The Easter Bunny is the special guest at the Mosaic District, where an outdoor Easter egg hunt is followed by a family foam party in the central Strawberry Park and a meet-and-greet with the big star. 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Easter Egg Hunt and Children's Book Fair at Metrobar
Metrobar's annual Easter party is a showcase for local Black children's book authors, with story times and a book fair, but also features an Easter egg hunt in the outdoor beer garden in Edgewood, with prizes for all kids. Noon to 5 p.m.; hunt at 2:30 p.m. $5 per family.
Easter Egg Hunt at Quincy Hall
Of course, adults aren't completely left out of the fun: Ballston's Quincy Hall is bringing back its indoor/outdoor Easter egg hunt. More than 40 eggs will be hidden in the blocks and plazas around the Fairfax Drive bar, as well as inside the bar itself, filled with gifts ranging from a free order of wings to a catered pizza party. The hunt continues until all eggs are found. 11 a.m. Free.
'Robert Glasper -- Black Radio: A Duke x Dilla Celebration' at the Kennedy Center
If you're surprised to hear that the pianist Robert Glasper has been booked by the Kennedy Center to celebrate the expansive songbooks of Duke Ellington and J Dilla within the tight frame of a single performance, here's something Glasper declared in an interview more than a decade ago with a cool shrug: "Hip-hop is the new jazz. ... It's a music that reflects a society. It's a music that speaks to things going on in the era you're in." Helping Glasper with those conversations are artists including De La Soul and the Black Radio Orchestra, led by Derrick Hodge. 8 p.m. $85-$249.
Lions, Tigers and Beers at Snappy's Small Bar
How does everyone's favorite new neighborhood bar raise money for the World Wildlife Fund's wildlife and climate resilience program? With a patio party offering tattoos (real or temporary), pit beef sandwiches (with tiger sauce), raffles and the usual drinks. Proceeds benefit WWF programs helping tigers in Bhutan and Nepal. 3:30 p.m. Free admission.
Bunny Bash at St. Vincent Wine
If you thought this New Orleans-inspired Park View wine bar only served libations, think again (though it absolutely does serve libations, including this Easter Sunday). St. Vincent Wine is holding a Southern-style "bacchanalia" in the form of its outdoor Bunny Bash, complete with live jazz, an egg hunt and a menu of Easter classics. Reservations cost $15 per person, which entitles each guest to a mimosa or a glass of champagne. Choose from "sweets," like orange-cream-cheese-stuffed French toast; "savories" like a local farm frittata with mushrooms, kale and ricotta; and "smalls" like duck-fat latkes topped with bourbon-apple chutney. Prices range from $9 to $19 per plate, and reservations are available until 3 p.m., though brunch runs until 6 p.m. Noon to 6 p.m., $15.
Easter Egg Hunt at Astro Beer Hall
Shirlington's Astro Beer Hall opens its doors to families on Easter for its first Easter egg hunt, where kids can fill their baskets with eggs containing prizes like candy, stickers and other treats, including a $100 gift card. The Easter Bunny is available for photos throughout the event. There's also brunch, with mini cake doughnuts, pancakes, Belgian waffles and bloody marys. 10 a.m. to noon. Free.
Easter Egg Hunt at Franklin Hall
Shaw's Franklin Hall takes a brief break from March Madness screenings on Easter Sunday to let customers search for eggs containing coupons for beers, bar swag and money off their tabs. Wear your best bunny ear headband to pose for photos with the Easter Bunny. 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free.
Bach Birthday Bash at the National Gallery of Art
Happy 339th birthday, Johann Sebastian Bach. It's not an anniversary that ends in a 0 or 5, but the great composer is celebrated with an afternoon of music at the National Gallery of Art's West Garden court. Join award-winning cellist Sophie Shao for a discussion and performances of two of Bach's cello suites and other pieces at noon and 1 p.m. Grammy-nominated classical guitarist Mak Grgic discusses Bach during a performances at 2 p.m., and then performs his transcription of Sonata No. 1 for Solo Violin, and preludes and fugues from "The Well-tempered Clavier" with harpsichordist Stephen Ackert. Registration is required for performances, but not the talks. Noon to 4:15 p.m. Free.
Erika de Casier at the Atlantis
There's something bold about an artist naming their first two albums "Essentials" and "Sensational," but Erika de Casier has enough cool confidence to pull it off. Just listen to how her wispy vocals insist on love in a way reminiscent of countdown-to-Y2K music by Aaliyah and Janet, her room-to-breathe productions shimmying and sauntering with a palette of pop sounds gone by. The Danish singer-producer has been steadily building a following since self-releasing her debut in 2019, and she dropped her third album, "Still," on the celebrated British label 4AD last month. "Still" is full of familiar moments and moods. Standout "Ice" is a collaboration with rap duo They Hate Change that chronicles a chilly relationship and evokes memories of rap-R&B duets pumped out by the Ja Rule-Ashanti industrial complex. "Lucky," which sounds like Michelle Branch's "A Thousand Miles" if it were a drum-and-bass anthem, palpitates with the rush of young love, while "The Princess" is a ballad dedicated to the self and the urge to do it all: to have love and lust, to be a mom and have a job. 6:30 p.m. $25.
Easter Monday at the National Zoo
Spending Easter Monday at the National Zoo has been a tradition since the early 1900s, especially for Black Washingtonians. This year features a scavenger hunt in the zoo's Great Meadow from 10 a.m. to noon, with 15 stations introducing children to scientists and resident animals. Special keeper talks and demonstrations take place throughout the day. Remember: Passes are required for entry, and should be reserved online. Buildings open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Opening Day at Nationals Park
The Nationals begin yet another rebuilding year in Cincinnati on Thursday, but their home debut is Monday at 4:05 p.m. against Pittsburgh. Gates at Nationals Park open at 2 p.m., with live music from the 19th Street Band; tunes by DJ Stylus Chris; an appearance by the Clydesdales; and face painters, balloon twisters and other entertainers. The team is also introducing a new pregame happy hour, with $5 Budweiser, Bud Light and Michelob Ultra cans and $6 hard seltzers at the Budweiser Terrace, Brew House and Ultra Loft until the first pitch of every home game.
Most of the action, though, is taking place outside the park, where bars and restaurants are eager to welcome fans back after a long winter. The Salt Line is opening early at noon, and happy hour runs until 6 p.m. with half-price local oysters, discounted wine and draft beer and cocktails. A special bar with $10 orange and grapefruit crushes opens at 2 p.m., and DJ Harry Hotter spins from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. Around the corner, All Purpose also opens at noon, and is marking the day with the debut of All-Purpose Pils, an exclusive dry-hopped Italian lager made by DC Brau.
Bluejacket is showing off its renovated patio bar beginning at 11 a.m., grilling half-smokes from Red Apron and featuring its seasonal IPA Perfect Places. Due South opens at 1 p.m. with live music and $20 beer buckets and $2 select beers during the game. The Bullpen announced earlier this month that it was returning for another baseball season, and the vast beer garden opens its gates at 1 p.m. If you're going to tailgate, not watch baseball, remember that drinks are $5 between the third and seventh innings. And if you are going to the game, check out District Winery, which is offering half-price glasses at the tasting bar and half-price bottles to take home (after the game, obviously) when you show a ticket for that day's game, all season long.
Dyngus Day
If you're not from Buffalo, Cleveland or another Midwestern city with a large Polish population, you might not be familiar with Dyngus Day. This annual rite of spring, which dates back to the late middle ages in Poland, Ukraine and other Central European countries, is held on Easter Monday to mark the end of Lent, and involves marching, beatings with pussy willows and dousing with water. In D.C., however, it's a chance to party. A group of Buffalo expats began throwing Dyngus Day parties at Biergarten Haus in 2017 with a polka band, pierogies and Polish lager, but after the closure of the H Street beer garden, they're moving the celebration to Union Pub on Capitol Hill, complete with the TKO Band, kielbasa platters and plenty of beer, starting at 6 p.m. Across the Potomac, another group of Buffalo expats -- the Bills Backers of Northern Virginia -- are hosting their own Dyngus Day at Alexandria's Light Horse Restaurant from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., with live polka from the Justin Paschalides Duo and food and drink specials.
'Pay Attention to Us' comedy show at Songbyrd Music House
Founded in 2020 and held regularly at Songbyrd since 2022, the lineup of "Pay Attention to Us" features diverse comedians, including Togolese-born comic and show founder Yannick. This iteration, billed as an April Fools show, includes D.C.-area performers like Xavier Morgan and Rola Z. 7 p.m. $10-$20.
Brews and the Big Screen at Angelika Pop-Up
The latest retro film series around Union Market isn't a drive-in, but weekly screenings at the Angelika Pop-Up. Every Wednesday in April, there's a different "cult classic" movie paired with discounted drinks at the bar. Brews and the Big Screen kicks off with "Dazed & Confused," which we surely need to say nothing about, and is followed by "Inglourious Basterds" (April 10) and "Animal House" (April 17). 7 p.m. $13.
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Zach Bryan doesn't need country radio. He just needs your heartstrings.
The singer got famous on YouTube. Do his songs still travel in a concert arena?
By Travis Andrews | 2024-03-28

Zach Bryan performs at Capital One Arena in the District on Monday. (Kyle Gustafson for The Washington Post) 


At a sold-out concert in late March, with a resale ticket more than $1,000, Zach Bryan sang: "They'll never understand that boy and his kind. All they comprehend ..."
He paused, and the roughly 20,300 fans -- drinking $17 hard seltzers and wearing $45 tour T-shirts in D.C.'s Capital One Arena -- screamed in unison: "...IS A F---ING DOLLAR SIGN!"
Bryan originally released this song, "Heading South," on YouTube in 2019, a few days after his bare-bones debut album "DeAnn," which was recorded in an Airbnb he converted into a makeshift studio by propping mattresses on the walls. The video is amateurish, lit poorly and shot from below Bryan's knees at his sweaty face. He has red eye in it. And it has been viewed nearly 28 million times.
At the time, Bryan was in his sixth year as an active-duty member of the Navy, which honorably discharged him in 2021. Now, the 27-year-old is upending the country-music industry by finding his audience on social media, not the radio.
Country is the last genre still largely governed by terrestrial radio, even in the streaming era. What gets played on FM stations is what gets popular, and those airwaves are tightly guarded by station programmers who expect artists to play the game -- which often involves kissing the ring on radio tours.
Bryan doesn't do radio tours. He doesn't do many interviews. He disparages the country machine.
And so country radio didn't play his songs -- not until he became famous, which is the inverse of how it normally goes.
Historically, artists require heavy airplay on country radio stations before they could sell out stadiums. That maxim was upended last year, according to Johnny Chiang, a SiriusXM vice president of music programming who previously spent 20 years programing terrestrial country radio.
In 2023, Bryan became the first country artist to sell out stadiums without the radio push, according to Chiang.
Instead, he reached his fans through Twitter (now X), TikTok, Instagram and YouTube. Bryan is "the genre's first-ever viral-birthed, social-media country star," says Kyle "Trigger" Coroneos, who runs the website Saving Country Music. A social media following led to a record deal with a major label, Warner.
Coroneos thinks country radio's stronghold on the industry is overstated but agrees that Bryan represents a seismic inversion for the industry.
"Radio is no longer the kingmaker," he says, and Bryan is proof.
Outsiders and interlopers -- from Waylon Jennings to Sturgill Simpson -- have always challenged the Nashville machine. And what indie rocker doesn't have a country-tinged record nowadays? (Please welcome Beyonce and her cowboy hat to the stage.)
And those are the folks I tend to listen to.
For many music lovers (like me) who loathe the slick pop country that is played endlessly on country stations, Zach Bryan feels different. Something genuine, at least through the bookshelf speakers at my home.
But what about in a giant arena?

Bryan performs in D.C. while wearing a shirt that reads "RIP MAINSTREAM MEDIA." (Kyle Gustafson for The Washington Post) 


I first heard Bryan's music not while perched on the bed of an F-150, sipping Wild Turkey under the Alabama stars, but through the screen on my Peloton stationary bicycle during a ride sound-tracked by his songs.
I was immediately hooked. Bryan reminded me of traditional country -- gently strummed, with catchy-but-crushing songs that storify tough topics such as addiction and dementia. His live, full-band versions of the same songs absolutely rock. He's Bruce Springsteen via Merle Haggard -- or is it the other way around?
Dennis Morton, the instructor who taught the Peloton class, told me he chose Bryan because he doesn't sound like modern country music, which has "become a little bit homogenous," Morton says. "He's barely any more country than Tom Petty."
Bryan's songs have country-cliche titles -- "Oklahoma Smokeshow," "Quittin' Time," "Highway Boys" -- but they don't fall prey to country's worst instincts (think empty imagery of cold beer on summer nights, and pairs of jeans that fit just right).
His homespun production, his raspy voice, his heartfelt storytelling, his DIY roots: It all feels authentic. Sometimes his guitar is out of tune, even on his albums. His fingers make mistakes. This all somehow adds to his appeal.
"He has a really gritty, authentic, heart-wrenching sound," Chiang says.
Bryan positions himself as anti-establishment, even though it isn't 100-percent true.
His live album, recorded at the Red Rocks Amphitheater outside of Denver, is titled "All My Homies Hate Ticketmaster" -- but tickets to Monday's show in D.C. were sold through Ticketmaster. He wore a shirt that read "RIP MAINSTREAM MEDIA" onstage at the Capital One Arena -- after his team gave me a ticket to receive coverage.
"They want to control you," Bryan said on Joe Rogan's podcast, though he didn't say who "they" is. "That's how I feel with everything sometimes. That's why I get so frustrated with people. Because everything I do, everyone has an opinion." Welcome to being an artist in the public eye, my dude.
In 2022, Bryan tweeted that he "will never want to be considered at the CMAs" because "establishments will always be weird." He promised to hold a concert outside the Country Music Awards next year, in the way that Simpson once busked outside the show.
Bryan was nominated for a CMA in 2023 and attended the ceremony. He accepted a Grammy in 2024. He can sing all he wants against the system, but he's now working inside it.

"That's why I get so frustrated with people," Bryan said on Joe Rogan's podcast. "Because everything I do, everyone has an opinion." (Kyle Gustafson for The Washington Post) 


At his D.C. show, no one fretted over his authenticity, or wondered if Bryan is some messiah who will tear down country music's gatekeepers. Attendees were likely not thinking about country radio. Most of them probably don't even own a radio. They were just drinking, and screaming, and singing. Yee-haw.
The delicacy of Bryan's lyrics, and the intimacy of his songs, was stripped away at a live show and replaced by the tumult of communal experience. Rabid fans drowned his phrasings by shouting every lyric and squealing at every chord change. The concert experience was the tonal opposite of the small Southern towns he sings about.
The stage was shaped like a giant cross. It had a microphone set up at the end of each point, so he could address different sections of the crowd, which wrapped around the arena. Between songs, he repeatedly mentioned that he didn't understand the music business when he was starting out.
The young crowd was outfitted with cowboy hats, denim, SEC school logos, denim, sunglasses dangling on Croakies (despite it being nighttime, and despite us being inside of an arena), sundresses, knee-high boots and denim. More than one fan vomited in the men's bathroom before Bryan's set began.
I felt like I was back at LSU, my alma mater.
With a propulsive band behind him and the spotlight on him, Bryan's songs felt musically fleshier but thematically emptier.
It's hard to feel like he's fighting the establishment when his face is projected on a screen that must be 50 feet wide. It's difficult to consider him an underdog in a room full of fans wearing $80 hoodies bearing his likeness. It's tricky to sing-scold people who only care about money in an arena sponsored by Capital One.
But when he ended his concert by inviting the crowd to sing along, over and over again -- "Baptize me in a bottle of Beam, and put Johnny on the vinyl!" -- I couldn't help myself.
I know it makes no sense to hate pop country and want to sing this at the top of my lungs. I know my culture and nostalgia as a Southerner are being exploited. I know he is wearing a T-shirt decrying my profession.
But for a moment, I didn't care. Sometimes, the music is enough.
I bowed down, and I let the holy water roll over me.
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'Godzilla x Kong' is here to please your lizard brain
'Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire' is a monster smackdown that isn't out for Oscars. Let it roar.
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-03-28

Two pals team up in "Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire." (Warner Bros. Pictures)


Evolution doesn't always stomp forward in a straight line. It's been less than a month since the Japanese action-drama "Godzilla Minus One" made Godzilla respectable and won the nuclear-powered lizard the first Oscar of his 70-year career. Now comes the Hollywood blockbuster "Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire" to remind the giant beast he has no business hobnobbing with little gold men. He and the big ape exist to smash stuff, and boy do they ever in this messy, sporadically stunning monster brawler. No fewer than two -- two! -- rival nasties get ripped in half before the title card hits the screen. In Italy, Godzilla turns a squid-faced crab into cioppino. Meanwhile, deep in the Earth's core, King Kong howls as sabretooth-tiger innards dribble down his chin. Merchant Ivory, this isn't -- and not a single person in my theater wished otherwise.
The 2021 entry "Godzilla vs. Kong" was quite good, a pure-intentioned, muscular spectacle. This sequel is clunkier, which is odd as returning director Adam Wingard and screenwriters Terry Rossio, Simon Barrett and Jeremy Slater have trimmed away the vestigial characters who had been tagging along since 2019's "Godzilla: King of the Monsters." They've slashed the Homo sapiens leads from 10 actors to four: scientist Ilene Andrews (Rebecca Hall) and her adopted daughter Jia (Kaylee Hottle), a conspiracy-chasing podcaster named Bernie (Brian Tyree Henry), and a madcap biologist named Trapper (Dan Stevens). Even in such small company, the two men contribute little more than fleeting comic relief. Henry does a snort-worthy sendup of the terminally online (though it's beyond me why the guy prattles on about aliens when there are enough bizarre creatures on Earth) while Stevens, clad in a bright Hawaiian shirt, plays a poetic-adventurer-meets-Ace Ventura type, which would have been even funnier if someone didn't call him Ace Ventura to his face.
Their attention -- and ours -- is on the monsters, specifically the challenge of figuring out what's driving Kong and Godzilla to roam around beating up other titans. Part of the film's charm is that the humans are often flummoxed; they tend to know where the creatures are headed, but rarely why or what they can do to help, a relatable frustration for anyone who has ever dragged their pet to the vet and gotten a diagnosis of stress. Kong might be lonely, or he might have a toothache, or he might be responding to electrical anomalies in the air; Godzilla sometimes goes to Rome just to use the Colosseum as a dog bed. In Wingard's hands, neither beast carries the burden of being a metaphor for humanity's sins. They're simply animals. And it's great fun to see them act like animals, to rampage without shame, as when Kong snatches a baby critter and hurls it like a ninja star.
The movie alternates between prankish laughs and visual poetry. You could freeze-frame half the images for a prog-rock album cover. The camera goes spinning in loops, pastel crystals jut out everywhere, a mountain range is dusted pink and purple just because. All sorts of things zip around the screen, including a flock of prehistoric birds with black-and-yellow zebra-striped feathers that look like they're cosplaying as Eddie Van Halen. There's a rollicking sequence in which the gang plummets into the center of the Earth and the editing gets so choppy you can imagine gravity struggling to yoink the film reel from its sprockets. Better still, in one marvelous, wordless interlude, an ape tells a joke to a cavern full of other apes. We have no idea what his hoots mean, yet we understand everything that's going on.

Human actors Rebecca Hall and Brian Tyree Henry. (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. Pictures)


The script trips itself up trying to draw thematic ties between Kong and Jia, as orphaned primates who fear they'll never find a home. The parallel is too leaden for a movie this featherweight, and where the last film hinged on a simple question -- are Kong and Godzilla willing to concede that they are co-alphas? -- now everyone has to go and save the world. Confoundingly, about halfway through the movie, the characters discover a prophecy that lays out everything that's going to happen in the last act. Why scuttle the suspense (and that surprise cameo)?
Wingard's not a sentimentalist, and "Godzilla x Kong" stumbles whenever he tries to slap phony emotions onto the film to make it more like a generic crowd-pleaser. He's a showman, a popcorn guy with excellent aesthetics. Let James Cameron give his "Avatar" organisms biological plausibility. Wingard just wants to tint one monster hot pink, another one gold and another the opalescent shimmer of a 12-year-old's first bottle of nail polish.
The movie's biggest hurdle is that Wingard used up his best ideas in the last one, especially that phenomenal sequence where Godzilla and Kong duked it out in a neon-trimmed Hong Kong. In lieu of repeating itself, many of this film's big battles take place in natural settings, like one in Egypt where all the colors are earth tones. A more earnest film couldn't get away with razing the Pyramids of Giza, let along several city blocks of Rio de Janeiro. Someone would have to pipe up and say: But what about human culture? What about human civilians? Those quibbles might have merit in a moralistic superhero flick or (yikes!) an Oscar contender. But when it comes to the high jinks of this 36-story lizard, just throw up your hands and cheer.
PG-13. At area theaters. Critter-on-critter violence and action. 114 minutes.
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How Ralph Fiennes figured out why Macbeth would kill 
Ralph Fiennes plunges into the role of Shakespeare's king-slayer in a production of "Macbeth" coming to D.C.
By Peter Marks | 2024-03-28
LONDON -- It was Ralph Fiennes's mother who introduced him to his destiny. He was 8 or 9, lying atop the bunk bed he shared with his younger brother Magnus, when he asked her to tell him a story.
The tale she chose was "Hamlet."
"She started to tell it in her own words, and I was completely hooked," Fiennes said, recalling his childhood in a big, arty family northeast of London. "Then she said, 'I'm going to put on the record player a great actor doing speeches from his plays.' And it was Olivier doing 'Hamlet' and, on the flip side, 'Henry V.'

Fiennes is the titular thane in a war-torn "Macbeth." (Matt Humphrey)


"What I could hear were the cadences in Olivier's voice," he said. "I can still see myself on the side, following it, listening to it coming out of the speaker."
When Shakespearean lightning strikes, having the bolts dispatched by Laurence Olivier proves everlastingly effective. For Fiennes -- five decades later on the boards in a "Macbeth" coming to D.C. after a tour of three U.K. cities -- is still able to savor that formative electricity.
And as Olivier once did, now Fiennes, who has played Hamlet on Broadway, Coriolanus on film and Marc Antony at London's National Theatre, defines for audiences how Shakespeare is heard and seen.
A few months ago, Fiennes and I were sitting in his spartan dressing room in a chilly converted warehouse on the outskirts of Liverpool, the first stop in a contemporary, war-torn "Macbeth," featuring British actress Indira Varma as Lady Macbeth and directed by Simon Godwin, artistic director of D.C.'s Shakespeare Theatre Company.
Fiennes's appearance amounts to the starriest classical stage event in D.C. in years; it begins April 9 in the former Black Entertainment Television studios in Northeast Washington, converted into a 700-seat performance space. As in Liverpool, Edinburgh and London, Godwin wanted a "found" space for the production, which takes place in a battle-scarred landscape, strafed by Macbeth's brutal army. Audiences walk to their seats through smoldering rubble, a visceral jolt of the toll of modern warfare.

Director Simon Godwin has toured this "Macbeth" in the United Kingdom. (Photos by Matt Humphrey) 



Indira Varma (Lady Macbeth) also worked with Fiennes in Godwin's staging of "Man and Superman" in 2015 at the National Theatre. 



The three witches, from left, Lola Shalam, Danielle Fiamanya and Lucy Mangan, are forecasters and commentators in the play. 


In Godwin's conception, the play's famous trio of witches not only forecasts Macbeth's fate, but also serves as commentator on the carnage. "They're sitting on the steps, looking and saying, 'Who's next? Who in the audience is the next tyrant that we must guard against, or expose?'" the director said.
For star power, nothing has approached this since Helen Mirren's Shakespeare Theatre performance in "Phedre" in 2009. Fiennes's casting also speaks to the rarity of a celebrated film and stage actor with an appetite to tick off a personal Shakespearean bucket list. Few stars of his caliber can boast such a rich classical resume.
The production, making its only U.S. stop in Washington, is a coup for a city that loves its classics. The affection is underscored by the show's brisk box office: An initial offering sold out. According to the company, another block of tickets is expected to be put on sale, but the timing is unclear because the city must still provide the needed approvals.

The production directed by Godwin, also artistic director of D.C.'s Shakespeare Theatre Company, makes its only U.S. stop in Washington. (Marc Brenner)


Fiennes greeted me warmly in Liverpool, eager to talk about the production, which originated with a reading Godwin arranged early in 2020, at  the actor's behest; the pandemic slowed the play's trajectory. He is professorially genial in person, especially as it pertains to the work. ("That's for you!" he declared, pointing to a space heater set up next to a cot in his spare quarters.)
His movie roles reflect a protean range, from drama ("The English Patient") to comedy ("The Grand Budapest Hotel") to fantasy (Voldemort in the Harry Potter series). But it is to Shakespeare that Fiennes returns again and again as a lodestar: He began his career in the mid-1980s as a servant with a few lines in an outdoor London production of "Twelfth Night."
"My introduction to Shakespeare led me to a love of and the thrill of Shakespeare's language," he said. "The possibilities, on the level of its poetry, of its dramatic power, of its human richness in the psychology -- that has never left me."
And Fiennes has never really left it. Which is why, at the ripe age of 61, he has been trudging up and down this kingdom, speaking the lines of a war hero turned tyrant for audiences of school kids and pensioners and legions of Shakespeare enthusiasts. The character is sort of ageless -- Denzel Washington was 65 when director Joel Coen filmed him in the role in 2020 -- but Fiennes seems particularly cognizant of time's passage. It's he who brings up the age question.

"Macbeth," starring Fiennes and Varma, begins April 9 in the former Black Entertainment Television studios in Northeast Washington, converted into a performance space. (Marc Brenner)



Godwin wanted a "found" space for the production, which takes place in a battle-scarred landscape. (Matt Humphrey)


"I have a friend who said, 'Oh, no, you're too old to play Macbeth,'" Fiennes recounted. "Of course, you can play it younger. But I actually think there's a lot about 'Macbeth' that works if you're a little older." He noted that the play hints at the Macbeths having lost a child in their distant past. "There's a great argument that they are a couple on their descending slopes," he added. "When you get to see it as their being in the autumnal part of life, I think that it makes sense to me."
There is nothing particularly lion-in-winterish about Fiennes. Cameras have always loved him: Remember his magnetism as the dapper cheater in "Quiz Show"? His lethal beauty in "Schindler's List"? He yearns, though, to be acknowledged for what goes on inside his head.
"Ralph is very academic, cerebral," said Varma, who also worked with Fiennes in Godwin's staging of George Bernard Shaw's "Man and Superman" in 2015 at the National Theatre.

Godwin and Fiennes chat in rehearsals for "Macbeth," which originated with a reading the director arranged early in 2020, at the actor's behest. (Matt Humphrey)


"He's not only played a series of these iconic parts, he's also directed them on-screen," Godwin said, noting that Fiennes directed himself in a bracing 2011 film version of "Coriolanus" with Gerard Butler and Vanessa Redgrave. "So I went into this very much welcoming his voice. And what's nice about Ralph is that he's hungry for direction, he's hungry for feedback. But it's feedback as a partnership, rather than hierarchical."
Lean and fit, Fiennes embodies a rugged, no-nonsense military officer in Macbeth, who is presented with an opportunity to seize power beyond anything he could have imagined. If any psychological dimension distinguishes Godwin's production, it's the idea that neither Macbeth nor Lady Macbeth -- who on craven impulse murder Duncan, the Scottish king -- is in any way prepared for the evil they unleash.
The raw power grab that excites Lady Macbeth and incites her husband to regicide feels especially pertinent now, when the dangers of autocracy loom over political discussions. For Fiennes, though, the main attraction is to subtler aspects of the Macbeths' personalities.

Varma's Lady Macbeth incites her husband to regicide. (Photos by Matt Humphrey)



Steffan Rhodri, Ewan Black and Keith Fleming in "Macbeth." 



Ben Turner in "Macbeth," which runs from April 9 to May 5 at Shakespeare Theatre Company. 


"Simon has this great thing where the cast have to write biographies of their characters," Fiennes said of the rehearsal process. "And as it's modern-day, I sort of said, 'Well, he's an intellectual army officer. He knows his philosophers. He reads his Nietzsche.' I think there are those thinking military men who are well-read. That helped me go, 'This is a man who can talk, who can have a moral conundrum.'"
He may play Macbeth as well-read, but Lady Macbeth's egging him on, to kill the king, strikes Fiennes as a more primal challenge to the thane's manhood. "I can see that if you're deeply connected to a woman partner, who calls on you, on this, this is the final test of you as a man -- this thing goes beyond your moral anxieties," he said.
It's great fun to listen to Fiennes wax scholarly about the character, and it helps explain why he is devoting the better part of a year to a "Macbeth" that plays to mere hundreds in barracks-like spaces. "I didn't want to go into the West End, because it feels like a well-worn path," he said. (The London run was staged in a warehouse outside the city's center.) "I love being in a company -- the thing of being in a group. I miss it when I do films. I miss that sense of community that you get in a stage production."

Fiennes is devoting the better part of a year to a "Macbeth" that plays to mere hundreds in barracks-like spaces. (Marc Brenner)


When Fiennes talks about favorite experiences, that notion of communal endeavor inevitably crops up. "One of the happiest productions I was in," he said, "I played a small part in a production of 'King John,'" at Stratford-upon-Avon, the Royal Shakespeare Company's home. "Deborah Warner directed, and I played the Dauphin, which is a small part, fun part, but small."
After the tour ends in May, Fiennes starts filming "The Choral," written by Alan Bennett, directed by Nicholas Hytner and co-starring theater veterans Jim Broadbent and Simon Russell Beale. In the meantime, digging deep into a meaty stage role -- wrestling in plain sight night after night with text, relationships, motivation -- holds infinite pleasure. I saw this "Macbeth" a second time after it had moved to London, and the bond forged by Fiennes and Varma felt more symbiotic, their tragedy more emphatically a result of a mutually assured destruction.
It's in the nature of a protracted run that a work of timeless drama will continue to evolve, an outcome that is central to Fiennes's satisfaction.
"Have you got what you need?" the actor asked me as we parted. What seemed more to the point was that in active dialogue with the dramatist who first inspired him, Fiennes certainly has what he needs.
Macbeth, by William Shakespeare. Directed by Simon Godwin. April 9-May 5 at Shakespeare Theatre Company's Brentwood space, 1301 W St. NE. shakespearetheatre.org.
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Beyonce's 'Cowboy Carter' sash could inspire a new fashion frenzy
First there were sequins and mirror cowboy hats. Now fans are clamoring for sashes to celebrate Beyonce's new country era.
By Janay Kingsberry | 2024-03-28

(Illustration by Katty Huertas/The Washington Post; Gareth Cattermole/Getty Images for Disney)


It took less than an hour and $10 in supplies for Shannon McClain to make her sash -- a strip of white polyester fabric lined with pleated red and blue ribbons. And stamped boldly across the material in big block letters is a pledge of her allegiance: "BEYHIVE."
McClain, 34, has always loved to dress up. Since high school, she has worn costumes, collected unique items of clothing and crafted some of her own pieces. But as far as she can recall, she'd never draped a sash across her body before. Then she saw the cover art for Beyonce's forthcoming album, "Cowboy Carter."
In an image posted to her Instagram, the superstar sits atop a galloping white stallion as she dons full rodeo attire and a ruffled sash imprinted with the album title. In another photo, a sash is the only thing draping her body, bearing the words "act ii BEYINCE" -- a message that fans and media outlets rushed to decode.
"They're just so beautiful," McClain said of the sashes. "I knew immediately I had to try to DIY those. ... So I went downstairs and got out the sewing machine."

Shannon McClain shows off the two sashes she crafted after she was inspired by Beyonce's new album art. (Shannon McClain)


It's been nearly two years since Beyonce's Act I "Renaissance" album, which launched a world tour and sparked an explosion of sequined looks and mirror-coated cowboy hats among fans worldwide. Now with the promotional rollout for Beyonce's next solo album, out Friday, fans are anticipating that the sash could be the new motif for the Houston native's country era and potential shows.
Some, like McClain, are hand-making their pieces. Others are flocking to Etsy sellers for custom sashes embroidered with their own personal statements -- shimmers of a burgeoning fashion frenzy for a swath of fabric largely worn as decoration and marks of distinction at pageants, commencement ceremonies and bachelorette parties.
Allie Birge, 31, was anticipating an eventual demand for the accessory when she customized and ordered her "Cowboy Allie" sash from an Etsy seller last week -- a piece she said she would wear to a future show or a rodeo. "I definitely wanted to have it before the rush comes in because a lot of the silver 'Renaissance' stuff just increased in price so drastically," Birge said. "So I was basically just trying to get ahead of it."
It's not clear whether Beyonce will embark on another world tour for "Cowboy Carter," where sashes would likely abound. But at the very least, Jourdan Goode imagines they might wear their recently ordered "Cowboy Jour" sash at a Beyonce-themed party. "Sashes aren't really like a part of my style, but I'm always open to exploring new styles," said Goode, 21.
"And Beyonce has great influence because she's one of my favorite artists," they added.
As the star has shared in her recent album announcement, "Cowboy Carter" sets out to surprise, inform and inspire its listeners.
"Beyonce seems ready to take us on another amazing journey, and I want to hear and understand more of that," McClain said. "I think it's really interesting that the disco cowboy hat was such a signifier of 'Renaissance' when we didn't really understand why the cowboy hat [was important] yet. So I think there's more to be uncovered here still."
Many fans have already noted the visual consistency in the art for Acts I and II. Both covers feature minimal but striking portrayals of Beyonce perched on a horse. And styling throughout the visuals -- the fringe jackets, cowboy hats and boots -- nod to the YeeHaw Agenda, an internet movement to reclaim Black cowboy culture through music and fashion.

This cover image released by Parkwood/Columbia/Sony for "Cowboy Carter" by Beyonce. (Parkwood/Columbia/Sony/AP)


But incorporating the sash in Act II makes more than a fashion statement. Fans suspect the "Cowboy Carter" sash on the main cover art isn't just a catchy reference to Beyonce's married name, it's also connected to the Carter family, known as "the first family of country music" and Amon G. Carter, who helped create the image of the Texas cowboy. Meanwhile, the "BEYINCE"-printed sash, which appears on a limited-edition album cover, initially puzzled some fans who assumed the spelling was a typo.
In wake of the confusion, comments made by Beyonce's mom Tina Knowles during a 2020 podcast interview resurfaced online. Appearing on an episode of Heather Thomson's "In My Heart" podcast, Knowles explained that "Beyonce" is her maiden name, but she and her brother Skip were the only two out of five siblings in her family to have that spelling on their birth certificates. Others read "Beyince."
Knowles said her mom once requested that the documents be corrected but was told, "be happy that you're getting a birth certificate." In imprinting Beyince on "Cowboy Carter," Beyonce is reclaiming her family's history using a banner that has long served as a political statement.
As early as the 16th century, sashes were included in military uniforms in Europe to distinguish high-ranking officers or to demonstrate affiliation to a specific political party or nation. World leaders and royal families wear them. And, famously, sashes became an iconic emblem of the suffrage movement in the early 20th century. Emblazoned with the words "Votes for Women," sashes were worn by suffragists at rallies and parades.

Suffragists march for the right to vote in a parade in New York City in May 1912. (American Press Association/Library of Congress)


In modern U.S. culture, the sash has acquired a more festive purpose. They are used at commencement ceremonies, in high school homecoming events and in beauty pageants. Over the years, they have also made their way to the fashion runway, often styled around the waist than diagonally across the body -- from Yves Saint Laurent and Dior to Louis Vuitton and Diane von Furstenberg.
Jude Macasinag, a Filipino fashion designer based in Paris, created "The Pageant Sash Bar Jacket" for his most recent collection Haute Queer-ture. "With this piece specifically, I wanted to show the influence of pageantry [on] Filipinos and how it informs the things we do," Macasinag said in an email to The Washington Post.
Ultimately, Macasinag said, the importance of the sash is in how it lends itself as a clear canvas for a message. "Be it the name of a country one represents or significant graphic imagery; the sash itself is semiotics made fashionable," he said.
Beyonce isn't the only artist incorporating the statement-making sash. Olivia Rodrigo, who has often teased pageantry themes in her music visuals, recently dropped a line of sashes in her merch store adorned with phrases like "Miss read his texts" and "Miss focus on my career."
"The internet has changed what we wear clothes for," said McClain. "Clothing doesn't just serve practical functions and it never has, but I think that line has become even fuzzier in the last few years. And so I think less and less about 'Where am I going to wear this' and more and more about 'Do I want to wear this.'"
Going a step further to personalize her fashion is an idea that has always connected McClain to Beyonce.
"Bringing that self-expression back out into daily life has been a message I think was emphasized by 'Renaissance,'" she said, "and I'm just continuing that forward with making a sash."
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The horror of the Key Bridge disappearing overnight
The bridge symbolized technological prowess and human connection. Its collapse triggers darker emotions.
By Philip Kennicott | 2024-03-28

Part of the structure of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge on Wednesday after the ship's crash. (Steve Helber/AP)


The video of the Francis Scott Key Bridge's collapse now exists as a global icon, giving several billion people a seemingly intimate and shocking memory of a bridge they may never have seen or heard of until social media and journalism made it ubiquitous.
The video is fascinating, terrifying, mesmerizing, and it may confirm superstitions we often feel about things beyond our individual comprehension. How is it that airplanes stay up in the air, and tunnels don't collapse under the weight of water and earth? Even the most agnostic brains will make quiet and reflexive supplication for protection before crossing a bridge as dramatic as the one that collapsed this week.

Livestream video shows the moment the cargo ship Dali crashed into Baltimore's Key Bridge early March 26.


The loss of the bridge is first a human tragedy, for those injured or killed by its collapse. And then it is an economic shock, with a radiating toll that won't be fully understood for years, and perhaps decades. But it's also a powerful symbolic shock, given the metaphorical power of bridges as a form of connection, a symbol of our technical prowess, a point of civic pride and persistent desire to master and reshape the landscape.
On the day the Francis Scott Key Bridge opened in March 1977, the Baltimore Sun celebrated the views from the top of its giant steel-truss crossing: "In every direction from the harbor span lie dramatic vistas of the Port of Baltimore." That included a marine terminal, the giant Bethlehem Steel plant and the Penn Central Canton rail yards. After delays and cost overruns, the new bridge was welcomed as yet more proof of the city's ambition, its engineering prowess and its economic might.
The city hasn't fared well in recent decades, and the newspaper's breathless boosterism for new infrastructure sounds strangely dated. So, too, the name the bridge bears. We remember Francis Scott Key not only as the author of our national anthem's lyrics, but also as an enslaver and staunch opponent of abolitionism. There is little enthusiasm for creating new memorials to him.
But the Key Bridge was a marvel, and it remained a high point of any drive around the city of Baltimore until its collapse, early Tuesday morning, after being struck by a giant container ship. Since the middle of the last century, American infrastructure has been laid heavily and bluntly on the social and natural landscape. Interstate highways were plowed recklessly and cruelly through urban areas, too often dividing and polluting neighborhoods of the poor and people of color. Outside of cities, the standardized width, grades and slopes of the interstate highways seem designed to deny any connection to topography.

A truck crosses Francis Scott Key Bridge in 2021. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images) 


The Key Bridge, however, was a rare moment when your car seemed to soar, giving you a not-quite-bird's-eye view of the peculiar geography and history of the East Coast. Any trip by train or highway along the heavily populated Mid-Atlantic seaboard involves myriad long bridges and tunnels to cross the bays, estuaries and wide rivers that stretch deep into the coastal plains. Baltimore is situated where it is because it provides safe harbor for ships. And many seemingly landlocked cities, like Richmond and Fredericksburg, lie near the last navigable point of major rivers that stretch fingers of trade and commerce into the country's interior. Unlike the tunnels that carry Interstate 95 and I-895 across the harbor and Patapsco River, the Key Bridge offered an exhilarating experience of the landscape, and its connection to the early economy of colonial America.
A symbolic shock like Tuesday's tends to lead the public toward darker emotions -- horror, of course -- but also fear, suspicion and even cynicism.
Like the photographs that emerge from wars or disaster, bombings, floods and earthquakes, the video of the bridge collapse doesn't explain the things that feel most inexplicable. The more you watch it, the less it yields, until finally the mind flirts with some kind of metaphor or parable to make sense of it. Perhaps there is a fable of American decline or corruption or incompetence. It's best not to amplify or extend the toxic theories that circulated in the immediate aftermath. But they are symptoms of the same phenomenon, a sudden, overwhelming craving for meaning, into which unscrupulous people will project their ugliest fancy.

The scene where a container ship crashed into the Key Bridge on March 26. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


In the video, the bridge faltered first on the left side of the frame, then in the center, and then its long truss snapped and the right span fell, all in a matter of a few seconds. The speed of its failure offers the first of the fables, that something must be desperately wrong with the design for it to collapse so quickly. But its rapid failure is directly related to the properties of a long, steel-truss bridge. Put simply: Each part of this bridge's main span is helping the other parts do their work. Its elements are integrated into a whole, which allows less steel to bear more weight.
The engineering is fundamental to the bridge's beauty. The main span of the Key Bridge, the one that flew high above the river allowing passage to ships beneath, sat on its four piers like a bird. Seen from a distance, it looked spidery and delicate. For centuries, advances in bridge technology have created a tension between efficiency -- the ability to span greater distances with less structure -- and an intuitive belief that bridges should be solid, heavy, formidable in their construction. When 18th-century London debated the design of a new Blackfriars bridge, Samuel Johnson argued vehemently for a heavier structure of semicircular arches, rather than what was built, a series of slightly more graceful semielliptical arches.

A container ship passes under the Key Bridge in 2005. (Chris Gardner/AP) 


"The first excellence of a bridge built for commerce, over a large river, is strength," he wrote in a 1759 public letter. He lost the argument, but his appeal to what seemed common sense -- the old, round Roman arch was stronger and thus always preferable -- still haunts our thinking about infrastructure, if we think of each project individually and unrelated to larger needs and systems.
But infrastructure isn't just a collection of individual projects, but a larger collection of problems and responses. And to meet those demands efficiently, you build not the strongest bridge possible in every case, but the strongest necessary to meet a reasonable set of expectations and risks.
The giant steel bridges the world began building in the 19th century embody the man-made sublime, delighting the eye and terrifying the mind with their ambition. Walt Whitman used to visit the great Eads Bridge in St. Louis to feast on the poetry of its design: "I have haunted the river every night lately, where I could look at the bridge by moonlight." It was, he said, "a structure of perfection and beauty unsurpassable," a sentiment more common when this technology was still new, and dazzling, and wasn't routinely value-engineered out of the final design.
But when Benjamin Baker and John Fowler designed the equally beautiful Forth Bridge in Scotland, they had to demonstrate the engineering in a way that made its forces of tension and cantilevers intelligible to ordinary people. So, they had a picture taken of three men using chairs, broomsticks, weights and their arms to reproduce the logic of his design. In the middle, miraculously suspended in midair, sat Kaichi Watanabe, a Japanese engineer who was studying in the United Kingdom.

Three men demonstrating Forth Bridge stability in late 19th century Scotland. (Mondadori/Getty Images)


The image not only explained the bridge, but also made it human, extending its metaphorical power as a collective human project with collective benefits. It enacted in an almost comical way the basic trust we place in engineering that defies our individual comprehension.
There will be investigations and essential lessons learned from the tragedy earlier this week. People trying to bypass Baltimore will be inconvenienced, and people who live there will be unnecessarily burdened, but there will also be workarounds and adaptation. And slowly, the images, fables and analogies that govern our thinking about bridges will revert to where they have been for centuries: They are a means of connection, essential, often beautiful, sometimes terrifying, and never more so than when they are miraculous in their efficiency of design.
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Jenn Tran is the first Asian American Bachelorette. It's about time. 
ABC named Jenn Tran, a 26-year-old physician assistant student, as the first AAPI lead in its juggernaut "Bachelor" franchise. Here's why it matters.
By Jada Yuan | 2024-03-28

New Bachelorette Jenn Tran in the hot seat with host Jesse Palmer on the March 18 "Women Tell All" episode of "The Bachelor." (John Fleenor/Disney)


BROOKLYN -- At seven minutes till 11 p.m. on Monday, a collective scream erupted from a Brooklyn bar that could have rivaled the crowd decibel levels of a Taylor Swift concert.
I'd dropped by a viewing party for the live season finale of ABC's "The Bachelor," a show -- I say this with some sheepishness -- that I've watched since its very first season 22 years ago, and that I've tried to quit, with little success, as it became a launching ground for aspiring influencers.
Seemingly every hopeless-romantic 20-something woman in New York (and me), plus a couple of supportive boyfriends and a few errant guys who, shockingly, did not seem to be gay, had crowded into Syndicated, a Bushwick watering hole that has been hosting Bachelor Nation watch parties for years. We were there to see whom tennis-teaching pro Joey Graziadei, the most emotionally intelligent Bachelor possibly ever, would propose to. Would it be Daisy Kent, the bubbly blonde who grew up on a Christmas tree farm and recently got a cochlear implant to reverse near-total hearing loss? Or would it be Kelsey Anderson, the sweet, tearful construction manager from New Orleans with enviable Julia Roberts curls who lost her mom to breast cancer six years ago and senses her presence every time she sees a butterfly? (The bar was 100 percent Team Kelsey, who did, in the end, win Graziadei's heart.)
What we hadn't been preparing for was a shocker of an announcement by host Jesse Palmer about who would be the next Bachelorette: Jenn Tran, the first Asian American lead in franchise history.

Bachelor Joey Graziadei with Tran in Montreal during the episode when he sent her home, just before the "Hometown" dates. (Jan Thijs/Disney)


"We've wanted it to be Jenn ever since she stepped out of the limo!" screamed one of two Vietnamese American women sitting next to me. They'd been instant fans of Tran, a fellow Vietnamese American with immigrant parents who's studying to be a physician assistant. She told Palmer that she'd been in her scrubs working in the emergency room the day before putting on a gown to go on national television.
"My cousin! My cousin!" one of my bar buddies yelled jokingly. They just could not believe that someone who looked like them was going to be the lead of the most popular network-TV dating show in America.
Tran, too, seemed to realize the significance of the moment. "Growing up, I always wanted to see Asian representation on TV and I feel like it was really sparse," she told Palmer. "Any time Asians were in the media, it was to fill a supporting character role, to fulfill some sort of stereotype. ... And now, to be here today, sitting in this position, being like, 'I am going to lead my own love story, I am going to be the main character in my own story,' I just can't help but think of how many people I'm inspiring and how many lives I'm going to change." (Change lives? A little much, Jenn, but that's okay!)
If you are not familiar with "The Bachelor" or think it's totally frivolous -- I don't blame you, but I also don't agree with you! -- it's actually the object of fascination for many smart people I know, who see it as a window into societal progress. And as the longest-running dating show on television, with millions of viewers, it has undeniable cultural significance that is often dismissed in ways that reek of sexism.
"I think that we refuse to take lighthearted or fluffy-coded culture seriously at our own peril," said Emma Gray, co-host of the "Love To See It" podcast, which examines the "Bachelor" franchise through a feminist lens. "Millions of people are tuning into this show every week. It is the gold standard of reality dating shows [that] every reality dating show that comes after it is reacting to. ... Does casting Jenn as the lead achieve some grand goal of racial equality? No. But can it move the needle in terms of what we as a culture deem desirable, worthy of attention, a person with a lived experience worthy of us all connecting to? I think it really can."
"When I was little, I would have killed to have seen this, or when I was watching the show in college or high school, even," said Sharleen Joynt, a biracial Chinese Canadian opera singer from Season 18 with Juan Pablo Galavis. Ten years ago, she was one of the first Asian contestants to make it significantly far on the show. "I mean, I remember when 'Mulan' came out [in 1998] and I learned all the words to the songs because I had never seen anything like that before, and it was animated!"

Sharleen Joynt, an opera singer who recaps "The Bachelor" franchise on her "Dear Shandy" podcast, at New York Fashion Week in 2016. She was one of the first significant Asian contestants, on Juan Pablo Galavis's season, but producers told her to cry more because she seemed like "an ice queen." (Bryan Bedder/Getty Images)


All that Ali Barthwell, Vulture's "Bachelor" recapper, who's also a three-time Emmy-winning writer for "Last Week Tonight with John Oliver," could think of was that Tran was trying too hard to cultivate a funny-hot-girl personality, despite being very bad at telling jokes.
"I want her to have a great time and get everything she's looking for, but she just is very awkward when she's put on the spot. I mean, that's the sign of true equality -- when every race, every creed can be represented as an okay 'Bachelorette' season," said Barthwell, who is Black.
The show's failure to cast an Asian lead, until now, has become a running joke among fans. It's so overdue that the podcast "Game of Roses," in which the hosts recap the shows like they're major sporting events, ends every episode with a special countdown (that's still going!): "It's been 8,037 days without an Asian Bachelor."
To understand why it's been so long, you need to know how the show works. "The Bachelor" (one guy dating 32 women) and "The Bachelorette" (one woman dating 32 men) are stuck in a somewhat toxic feedback loop. Typically, the chosen Bachelorette is the person on the previous "Bachelor" season who has the best "deserving of love" story. She's almost always someone who made it into the Bachelor's final four, gone to the all-important "Hometown" or "Fantasy Suite" dates and had her heart broken, but not so broken that she can't turn around and date 32 guys in, like, a month. If a White lead whittles down the contestants to a few who happen to be White, then only White people advance to the stage where they are most likely to be cast as the next lead, and so on.

Tran at the live finale of Season 28 of "The Bachelor," where she was announced as the next Bachelorette. (John Fleenor/Disney)



Bachelor Joey Graziadei in Spain with Rachel Nance, a Black and Filipina ICU nurse from Hawaii who was actually the longest-lasting AAPI woman on his season filled with spectacular AAPI women. (John Fleenor/Disney)


Tran never made it past Graziadei's top six, which on most seasons would put her out of the running, and is one reason her selection came as such a surprise.
When Joynt was filming the show in 2013, she said, the idea that she'd make it far enough to become Bachelorette was completely out of her realm of thinking. "I was of course aware that no one else looks like me, but I wasn't really focused on it," said Joynt, who now recaps the shows with her husband on their "Dear Shandy" podcast and is host of "Bachelor in Paradise: Canada."
"But when the show starts airing, and you start getting messages from people, just with general excitement that you are Asian and are on this show, it was like, 'Oh wow, that is kind of a big deal.'" (I'm Chinese American and can rattle off the names of every Asian contestant in the show's history because there have been so few.)
For years, the show's M.O. has been to cast one or two Asian contestants, who usually get sent home immediately. If someone makes it past night one, that's a win, says Joynt. A one-on-one date? Hall of Fame. Although, most of the time, if an Asian contestant gets airtime, it's usually if they managed to get in a fight with someone before getting sent home.
Like me, Joynt remembers how thrilling it was when Bachelor 17, Sean Lowe, proposed to Catherine Giudici, a Filipina graphic designer, back in 2013.

Catherine and Sean Lowe in Los Angeles at the 66th Primetime Emmy Awards in 2014. They have three kids and are still the only marriage of a Bachelor to the woman he chose in the finale. (Two Bachelors have dumped their Final One and married their Final Two, though. This franchise is messy.) (Matt Sayles/Invision/AP)


But we didn't get a lead of color until Rachel Lindsay was cast as the first Black Bachelorette in 2017 -- after being a contestant on SEASON 21!!! of "The Bachelor." The show only got its first Black Bachelor, Matt James, after major outcry from viewers during the George Floyd protests.
The 28th season with Graziadei, though, felt different. We first got to know him as he was falling in love with the show's fourth Black Bachelorette, Charity Lawson, and he'd lived in Hawaii, which already gave us Asian women a sense that we might stand a fighting chance. The show also seemed to cast with Graziadei's wide-ranging tastes in mind. In addition to Tran, we had multiple Asian American women make it past the first three episodes (a milestone!).
"Something we've talked about on our podcast for years is that casting diversely does not just require casting people on each season who aren't, you know, White and Christian," says Gray. "It requires casting leads who have genuinely diverse tastes." (Next up, body diversity and not making every woman over 30 feel like a crone.)

Tran presents a painting she made to reflect her relationship with Graziadei, which began with a one-on-one surfing date. (John Fleenor/Disney)


It'll remain to be seen if the producers respect Tran enough not to cast a racist on her season -- as happened with Lindsay -- or subvert her love story with some other manufactured drama. Barthwell is skeptical: "This 'Bachelor' franchise is so bad at talking about race ... And that makes me nervous for all the weird dating fetishization that goes on for Asian women."
There's also work to be done to get to know Tran. But here's what we do know: She's estranged from her dad; she and her immigrant mom have a cultural divide; she's outspoken on her Instagram about AAPI representation; she makes everyone who comes to her house down liquor at what she calls "shot-o-clock"; and she's terrified of sharks. (Get ready for a lot of ocean dates.)
And if my Brooklyn bar is any indication, people are excited for her.
What Joynt noticed most was a moment when Tran told Graziadei that in Vietnamese culture, it's not uncommon to live with your parents until you get married, or even after. "I was like, 'Oh my god, yes! Sharing a tidbit that a lot of people might never have known if it weren't for this,'" said Joynt. "It's an exciting time. It's feels momentous."
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'Steve! (Martin)' is a smart and charming portrait of a smart and charming man
"Steve! (Martin)" is an absorbing two-part documentary that is -- like its subject -- better, happier and maybe even funnier in the "Now" than in the "Then."
By Jessica Kiang | 2024-03-28

The Steve in "Steve!" (Apple TV Plus)


"I'm so proud to receive this," said Steve Martin, accepting the 2005 Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. "The only significant American award for comedy, except for money." It's a perfectly judged quip, delivered with late-period Martin's trademark deadpan grandiosity. But it's not quite true. A comedian's significance can also be measured by the pedigree of the biographical documentary that, if he achieves any success, will at some point bear his name.
"Steve! (Martin): A Documentary in Two Pieces" is directed by Oscar-winning filmmaker Morgan Neville, who also made the hugely successful Fred Rogers movie "Won't You Be My Neighbor?" It is produced by enviably hip indie production company A24 as a glossy Apple Original. And if sheer quantity is any marker, the decision to break the film into two feature-length installments, titled "Then" (94 minutes) and "Now" (97 minutes), gives you some idea just how seriously Neville takes a comedian considered by many to be, or to have been, the funniest man in the world.
The approach has its drawbacks, though, yielding two very different halves. "Then," the first and lesser, is pretty standard stuff, covering in enjoyable but repetitive detail the period of Martin's gradual stand-up ascendancy, from little-regarded support act -- vying for the approval of an emotionally withholding father -- to selling out entire stadiums. Martin's narration is frank without being particularly revealing of anything except an odd combination of honesty and reserve. He simply doesn't seem to much enjoy looking back, making him a rather reluctant companion on this archival journey through his early years: a tour guide hurrying us gawkers past monuments to which he feels little connection, impatient to get home for lunch.
Lunch is two poached eggs on toast, which he prepares at the beginning of the much more engaging "Now." This second episode dips in and out of Martin's movie career, more often dwelling wryly on cautionary tales of hubris brought low ("Pennies from Heaven," "Mixed Nuts") than on his many successes. It takes in interviews with Jerry Seinfeld, Tina Fey, Lorne Michaels, Adam Gopnik and Eric Idle, who all agree, as does Martin himself, that his characters shared with their creator a quality of melancholy, a longing.
"And the only person who can fix that [longing]," says Fey, unable to resist, "is Martin Short." Much of the pleasure of "Now" comes from the candid moments between Martin and his bestie Short, both enjoying a new blush of popularity with TV hit "Only Murders in the Building," and collaborating on a two-man show for which they workshop lines like "He has all the sex appeal of a hot-dog burp trapped in a face mask."

Part 1 of "Steve!" looks at the early years of Martin's career. (Apple TV Plus)


The two films could have been combined into one tighter and more effective feature, but even as bifurcated and somewhat baggy as it is, "Steve!" is a smart and charming portrait of a smart and charming man who keeps it all willfully, unfashionably apolitical, and who carefully avoids talking trash about anyone other than himself. Indeed, there is little here for the prurient: Martin's divorce is mentioned briefly and without rancor; his courtship with his wife, Anne, is described straightforwardly by both even though falling in love over the phone with your New Yorker magazine fact-checker is, empirically, hilarious. He politely insists that their 9-year-old daughter doesn't appear on-screen and when he flips through his "Planes, Trains and Automobiles" script and comes across a monologue meant for the late John Candy, he is genuinely embarrassed by the tears that suddenly overcome him.
It's strange to find a celebrity's innate reticence such a compelling quality. But we've had lots of stories of a ravenous public devouring the things it loves -- if there's the tiniest hairline crack in your armor, fame can get in like a flesh-eating microbe. Steve Martin is inspiring for having avoided that, and if it was only by closing some part of himself off, whatever loneliness that caused him along the way, it is lovely to see it all come good in this pioneering comedy legend's beautifully contented and creative third act. This time round, he gets to enjoy being funny, just for fun.
TV-MA. Streaming on Apple TV Plus from March 29. Mild bad language and some sexual references. 191 minutes.
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Was there room for Jack? Cinema's most-debated prop sells for $700K.
The simulated piece of driftwood that saved Kate Winslet's Rose in "Titanic" was the highest-selling item in an auction of Hollywood memorabilia. 
By Kim Bellware | 2024-03-27

In the film "Titanic," Rose (played by Kate Winslet) survives the disaster on a piece of driftwood, which many fans have speculated could have saved Jack (played by Leonardo DiCaprio), too. (CBS/Getty Images)


Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet may have played the protagonists of "Titanic," but many fans of the 1997 blockbuster view an ornate piece of driftwood as the hero of the film.
It was atop that wood panel (often mistaken for a door) that the fictional Rose promised to Jack "I'll never let go," before clinging on for dear life as she -- spoiler alert -- watched her frozen beau sink into the ocean while she floated to survival.
Last week, that bit of Hollywood history resurfaced at a Dallas-based auction where it beat out Harrison Ford's signature bullwhip from the Indiana Jones franchise ($525,000) and the ax Jack Nicholson's Jack Torrance wielded in "The Shining" ($125,000) as the most expensive item in a four-day auction of memorabilia being sold by Planet Hollywood.
The winning bid for the balsa wood prop dubbed "hero floating wood panel": $718,750.

A movie prop from the 1997 blockbuster film "Titanic" that recently sold at auction for more than $700,000. Described as the "hero floating wood panel," the prop has inspired years of controversy among the film's fans, with many arguing that the panel was large enough to save both of the main characters. (Courtesy of Heritage Auctions)


Heritage Auctions, which handles an array of big-ticket collectibles, said in a statement that the Treasures From Planet Hollywood event was its most successful auction of cinema props, bringing in a total of $15.68 million; it ranks among the most lucrative auctions of Hollywood memorabilia in industry history.
"The extraordinary success of this auction proves what I've known all along: The interest in and appetite for modern-movie props and costumes -- all of which were once displayed in Planet Hollywoods worldwide or part of their legendary archives -- is profound, deep and insatiable," Heritage Auctions Executive Vice President Joe Maddalena said in a statement.
Bidding on the prop opened at $60,000, and within six minutes topped $700,000 as the auctioneer goosed potential bidders with reminders about the prop's importance to the plot.
"This is it, this is the goodbye," the auctioneer said. "Before this scene it was an adventurous love story! Now it becomes the tragic love story 'Romeo and Juliet.'"
In the crucial and much-dissected scene, the Rose and Jack characters grab the floating debris and try to hoist themselves on top before it flips over. Then Jack helps Rose atop the panel while he floats in the water, hanging on to the edge.
The polarizing scene has prompted fans over the years to theorize that the panel was large enough to fit both Rose and Jack and that DiCaprio's character may have lived if only Rose had made room.
Director James Cameron tried to put the criticism to rest, telling the Daily Beast in 2017: "Look, it's very, very simple: you read page 147 of the script and it says, 'Jack gets off the board and gives his place to her so that she can survive.'"
Cameron revisited the controversy several times over the years, even appearing on "MythBusters," where the show's hosts did an experiment to prove if the characters tied Rose's life jacket underneath the door for more buoyancy and then propped their bodies more upright on the board, both would've lived.
"The script says Jack dies. He has to die," Cameron said in the episode. "So maybe we screwed up, and the board should've been a little tiny bit smaller, but the dude's going down."
Cameron's remarks did little to quiet the internet chatter, so in 2023, he tried to put the issue to rest for good by commissioning a study to definitively prove that only one of the characters could have survived. 
In an interview with the Toronto Sun, Cameron detailed a study that used stunt people and hypothermia experts to re-create the film's scene -- an experiment timed to the release of a remastered version of the film.
For all the interest the panel has inspired from a fictional story, the prop itself is based on a real-life Titanic artifact. Cameron had the item designed to look like original paneling after visiting the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic in Nova Scotia, according to the Canadian museum's website. Researchers believe the wood was from an oak panel that surrounded the door frame above the Titanic's first-class lounge entrance.
What prompted the winning bidder to pay more than $700,000 for a balsa wood prop remains a mystery. The winner, who was present at Heritage's Dallas headquarters for the auction, was addressed by the auctioneer only as "Mr. Green."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/2024/03/27/titanic-door-auction-rose-jack/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The zany 'Dogman' is like 'Joker' with dogs -- and drag 
Caleb Landry Jones stars in "Dogman," Luc Besson's genre-blending latest.
By Jen Yamato | 2024-03-27

Caleb Landry Jones stars in "Dogman." (Shanna Besson/Briarcliff Entertainment/EuropaCorp) (Photo by Shanna Besson/Photo by Shanna Besson/Briarcliff Entertainment/EUROPACORP)


For all that the chameleonic Caleb Landry Jones is doing in Luc Besson's zany genre-blender "Dogman" -- reciting Shakespeare to his dozens of very, very good doggos, commanding them to pull off "Bling Ring"-like jewel heists, delivering a rapturous performance in full Edith Piaf drag down to the chanteuse's pencil brows and feverish gaze -- he's never more riveting than when simply staring at us with unnerving, deadly calm.
It's the look of a wild animal barely holding back its bite, and once Besson's undercooked yet divertingly over-the-top latest film starts peeling back its protagonist's sobby backstory, the menace dripping from Jones's committed performance keeps the film gloriously on edge.
He plays Douglas "Doug" Munrow, a New Jersey animal shelter admin-slash-vigilante thief whom police mistake for a damsel in distress when they find him one dark and rainy night, bloodied and blond in a pink Marilyn Monroe gown, at the wheel of a truck with a cargo of eerily obedient dogs. Who is this glam misfit who wears leg braces, uses a wheelchair and left a grisly scene of carnage behind at his makeshift hideout in an abandoned high school?
Police psychiatrist Evelyn Decker (Jojo T. Gibbs) is assigned to Doug's case, setting up a painfully banal structure told in flashbacks from his jail cell as he dramatically recounts how his horrifically abusive childhood led to a lifetime of canine companionship. "Their love saved me a thousand times," he coos, describing his furry "babies" to the sympathetic Evelyn, whose own home life is briefly depicted, then mostly forgotten in a mire of ridiculous plot turns and pseudo-philosophical debates over morality and God's will.
Doug's devotional affinity for puppers traces back to his youth, when his religious-fanatic brother and violent father forced him to live in a dog kennel. Like Selina Kyle being nibbled into Catwoman by her alley cats, Doug's origin story involves a nurturing puppy pile and a preternatural ability to communicate with the army of mutts who, hilariously, do his bidding like henchmen in a gangster movie.
The bullet that remains lodged in Doug's spine courtesy of his father promises certain death if he takes too many steps, but it hasn't stopped him from performing on weekends at a local drag cabaret, where he also does a mean Marlene Dietrich. And the pain isn't nearly as acute as the agony that came when he discovered that the pretty drama teacher he crushed on in his youth didn't love him back. Doug's incel heartache and pallid, sweat-sheened makeup have gotten the film pegged as "'Joker,' but with dogs," but did Todd Phillips's best picture nominee have corgis, Dobermans, Chihuahuas and Jack Russell terriers setting lethal "Home Alone"-style booby traps, or hirsute sheepdogs camouflaged in the couch cushions? Jones, excellent as he imbues Doug with layers of gentle humanity, keeps the film afloat, but whenever Besson lets the dogs out, it's those canine co-stars who steal the movie.
Writing and directing his first film since 2019's assassin pic "Anna" (and since being cleared of rape charges in 2023), Besson gives viewers plenty of reasons to abandon ship. The queerness with which Doug is coded is never explored nor made explicit, and the script's blunt stabs for meaning tend toward simplistic, ham-handed religious symbolism. (Did you realize, for example, that "dog" spelled backward is "God"? Don't worry, the film makes a show of spelling it out.)
The divisive auteur of outre sci-fi and action best known for "The Fifth Element" and "Leon: The Professional" has a ball swinging for the fences, as when Doug dolls himself up like a mafia widow to send his Belgian Malinois chomping on a crime lord's junk while an on-the-nose bistro cover of the "Godfather" theme blares on the soundtrack. Jones, a scene-stealer in supporting roles for years, gives a tour de force lead performance that toggles between unsettling, yearning and tender. Yet Besson doesn't spare an ounce of nuance toward Doug's disability, the stereotypical Latino gangsters he tangles with or the flirty, shifty insurance adjuster (Christopher Denham) whose last-minute introduction sends "Dogman" hurtling toward its guns-blazing conclusion.
Still, it's the right kind of bonkers for the right kind of audience, a gaga genre hodgepodge that, not for nothing, taps Piaf's "Non, je ne regrette rien" as its showstopping anthem and reminds us of a truism, of both cinema and life: Adding a dog or two -- or 60 -- can make just about anything better.
R. At AMC Georgetown and Alamo Drafthouse. Contains violent content, language and brief drug use. 114 minutes.
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