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    [image: Oleksii Yukov examines the body of a Russian soldier he collected on the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. The 38-year-old martial arts instructor leads a team of volunteer body collectors in Ukraine. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]
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[image: Oleksii Yukov's team members offload the bodies of Russian soldiers they've collected from the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Yukov and his team retrieve bodies from the frontline to barter for Ukrainian bodies in periodic exchanges of war dead. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]
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            Bringing the dead home from the frontline, one body at a time

        
        
            Oleksii Yukov says the same thing to all the Ukrainian mothers. He tells them to talk about their dead children, so they will be remembered. It is Yukov's job to bring the dead home, one body at a time.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Bringing the dead home from the frontline, one body at a time
Oleksii Yukov says the same thing to all the Ukrainian mothers. He tells them to talk about their dead children, so they will be remembered. It is Yukov's job to bring the dead home, one body at a time.
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[image: Oleksii Yukov inspects the necklace of a deceased Russian soldier in Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 24 | Oleksii Yukov inspects the necklace of a deceased Russian soldier in Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. "We are not fighting the dead," he said. "I don't separate the bodies of Russian soldiers and Ukrainian soldiers. They are all souls for me." (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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[image: FILE - The bodies of 11 Russian soldiers lie on the ground in the village of Vilkhivka, recently retaken by Ukrainian forces near Kharkiv, Ukraine, Monday, May 9, 2022. More than half a million people have been killed or seriously injured in two years of war in Ukraine, according to Western intelligence estimates -- a human toll not seen in Europe since World War II. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana, File)]
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[image: Oleksii Yukov and his team members wait for colleagues to offload the bodies of Russian soldiers they've collected from the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 24 | Oleksii Yukov and his team members wait for colleagues to offload the bodies of Russian soldiers they've collected from the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. "Sometimes I just want to scream. To yell. Because you realize what madness and pain it is," Yukov says. "I understand that I do not have enough life to finish this work of searching for the dead." (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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[image: Oleksii Yukov examines the body of a Russian soldier he collected on the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Yukov understands that for people far away, war is geopolitics, death can be counted in numbers, and money matters more than men. But he knows better. ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 24 | Oleksii Yukov examines the body of a Russian soldier he collected on the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Yukov understands that for people far away, war is geopolitics, death can be counted in numbers, and money matters more than men. But he knows better. "War has one face," he said. "Death and stupidity and horror." (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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Oleksii Yukov examines the body of a Russian soldier he collected on the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Yukov understands that for people far away, war is geopolitics, death can be counted in numbers, and money matters more than men. But he knows better. "War has one face," he said. "Death and stupidity and horror." (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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[image: Oleksii Yukov's team members offload the bodies of Russian soldiers they've collected from the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Yukov and his team retrieve bodies from the frontline to barter for Ukrainian bodies in periodic exchanges of war dead. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]
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Oleksii Yukov's team members offload the bodies of Russian soldiers they've collected from the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. Yukov and his team retrieve bodies from the frontline to barter for Ukrainian bodies in periodic exchanges of war dead. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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[image: Team members of Oleksii Yukov offload the bodies of Russian soldiers they've collected from the frontline from their pickup truck in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. More than half a million people have been killed or seriously injured in two years of war in Ukraine, according to Western intelligence estimates -- a human toll not seen in Europe since World War II. The question of who prevails is being increasingly shaped by which side can tolerate higher losses. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]
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[image: A member of Oleksii Yukov's body collector team piles the bodies of deceased Russians in a refrigerated truck in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. They retrieve bodies from the frontline to barter for Ukrainian bodies in periodic exchanges of war dead. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]
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A member of Oleksii Yukov's body collector team piles the bodies of deceased Russians in a refrigerated truck in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. They retrieve bodies from the frontline to barter for Ukrainian bodies in periodic exchanges of war dead. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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[image: Oleksii Yukov, a Ukrainian volunteer body collector, casts a shadow over a refrigerated truck decorated with the Ukrainian flag in Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. The 38-year-old martial arts instructor says he's collected over 1,000 bodies since the full-scale invasion began two years ago, more than 580 of them Russians. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]
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[image: In this image from video provided by Platsdarm, a group of body collectors led by Oleksii Yukov, a kitten nuzzles Yukov in Dovhenke, Ukraine in November 2022, during a search for Oleksandr "Sasha" Romanovych Hrysiuk. The cat circled one spot in the wreckage. "Souls come over and wander next to us," Yukov explained. "A sign came to show us where he was lying... He wants to be back home. Mother is waiting." (Platsdarm via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 24 | In this image from video provided by Platsdarm, a group of body collectors led by Oleksii Yukov, a kitten nuzzles Yukov in Dovhenke, Ukraine in November 2022, during a search for Oleksandr "Sasha" Romanovych Hrysiuk. The cat circled one spot in the wreckage. "Souls come over and wander next to us," Yukov explained. "A sign came to show us where he was lying... He wants to be back home. Mother is waiting." (Platsdarm via AP)
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[image: In this image from video provided by Platsdarm, the group of body collectors led by Oleksii Yukov, Yukov lies in a vehicle after he stepped on a mine in Dovhenke, Ukraine, on Sept. 19, 2022. I was like, 'OK. Legs are in place.' But suddenly, I can't see with my eye. There's no eye." (Platsdarm via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 24 | In this image from video provided by Platsdarm, the group of body collectors led by Oleksii Yukov, Yukov lies in a vehicle after he stepped on a mine in Dovhenke, Ukraine, on Sept. 19, 2022. I was like, 'OK. Legs are in place.' But suddenly, I can't see with my eye. There's no eye." (Platsdarm via AP)
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In this image from video provided by Platsdarm, the group of body collectors led by Oleksii Yukov, Yukov lies in a vehicle after he stepped on a mine in Dovhenke, Ukraine, on Sept. 19, 2022. I was like, 'OK. Legs are in place.' But suddenly, I can't see with my eye. There's no eye." (Platsdarm via AP)
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[image: A main road leads to the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 24 | A main road leads to the frontline in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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[image: CORRECTS DESCRIPTION OF VIEW This combination of satellite images provided by Maxar Technologies shows an increase in storage space for cremated remains at a Wagner Chapel in Russia's southern Krasnodar region from Dec. 10, 2021 to Sept. 25, 2023. (Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 24 | CORRECTS DESCRIPTION OF VIEW This combination of satellite images provided by Maxar Technologies shows an increase in storage space for cremated remains at a Wagner Chapel in Russia's southern Krasnodar region from Dec. 10, 2021 to Sept. 25, 2023. (Maxar Technologies via AP)
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[image: This combination of satellite images provided by Maxar Technologies and Planet Labs shows the Federal Military Memorial Cemetery in Mytishchi, Russia on Oct. 7, 2021; June 19, 2023 and March 3, 2024, with an increasing number of graves. (Maxar Technologies, Planet Labs via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 24 | This combination of satellite images provided by Maxar Technologies and Planet Labs shows the Federal Military Memorial Cemetery in Mytishchi, Russia on Oct. 7, 2021; June 19, 2023 and March 3, 2024, with an increasing number of graves. (Maxar Technologies, Planet Labs via AP)
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This combination of satellite images provided by Maxar Technologies and Planet Labs shows the Federal Military Memorial Cemetery in Mytishchi, Russia on Oct. 7, 2021; June 19, 2023 and March 3, 2024, with an increasing number of graves. (Maxar Technologies, Planet Labs via AP)
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[image: This combination of photos provided by Planet Labs shows the Field of Mars war memorial outside of Lviv, Ukraine on May 5, 2022, top, and with graves added, seen on Oct. 18, 2023. (Planet Labs via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 24 | This combination of photos provided by Planet Labs shows the Field of Mars war memorial outside of Lviv, Ukraine on May 5, 2022, top, and with graves added, seen on Oct. 18, 2023. (Planet Labs via AP)
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This combination of photos provided by Planet Labs shows the Field of Mars war memorial outside of Lviv, Ukraine on May 5, 2022, top, and with graves added, seen on Oct. 18, 2023. (Planet Labs via AP)
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[image: ADDS DATE AND LOCATION In this photo from April 2022 provided by his family, Oleksandr ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 24 | ADDS DATE AND LOCATION In this photo from April 2022 provided by his family, Oleksandr "Sasha" Romanovych Hrysiuk, in uniform, poses next to a luxury automobile in Ukraine's Mykolaiv region. Soldiers from Sasha's unit said they were very sorry they couldn't take his body with them, the shelling was too heavy, all they could do was hide him in a cellar in Dovhenke - a rural settlement in eastern Ukraine that fell to the Russians. (Courtesy Olha Hrysiuk via AP)
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[image: ADDS INFORMATION ON PERSON AT RIGHT This image provided by his family shows Oleksandr "Sasha" Romanovych Hrysiuk, left, as a young conscript in 2017, standing next to a childhood friend, beneath Ukrainian text that reads, "We will always remember you. Soft clouds to you." Hrysiuk, 27 years old, had lasted exactly six weeks at war. (Courtesy Olha Hrysiuk via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 24 | ADDS INFORMATION ON PERSON AT RIGHT This image provided by his family shows Oleksandr "Sasha" Romanovych Hrysiuk, left, as a young conscript in 2017, standing next to a childhood friend, beneath Ukrainian text that reads, "We will always remember you. Soft clouds to you." Hrysiuk, 27 years old, had lasted exactly six weeks at war. (Courtesy Olha Hrysiuk via AP)
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[image: This photo provided by the family shows the grave of Oleksandr ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 24 | This photo provided by the family shows the grave of Oleksandr "Sasha" Romanovych Hrysiuk, who was buried in Kvitneve, Ukraine, in March 2023. Olha visits her son's grave every day, to sit with him, talk with him and pray that he - and perhaps she herself -- finds peace. (Courtesy Olha Hrysiuk via AP)
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This photo provided by the family shows the grave of Oleksandr "Sasha" Romanovych Hrysiuk, who was buried in Kvitneve, Ukraine, in March 2023. Olha visits her son's grave every day, to sit with him, talk with him and pray that he - and perhaps she herself -- finds peace. (Courtesy Olha Hrysiuk via AP)
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[image: Oleksii Yukov, a Ukrainian body collector, stands for a portrait in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. He tells the mothers of those killed to talk about their dead children, so they will be remembered. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 24 | Oleksii Yukov, a Ukrainian body collector, stands for a portrait in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. He tells the mothers of those killed to talk about their dead children, so they will be remembered. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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Oleksii Yukov, a Ukrainian body collector, stands for a portrait in the Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. He tells the mothers of those killed to talk about their dead children, so they will be remembered. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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[image: FILE - The remains of a Russian soldier lies abandoned in Sviatohirsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 24 | FILE - The remains of a Russian soldier lies abandoned in Sviatohirsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko, File)
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FILE - The remains of a Russian soldier lies abandoned in Sviatohirsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko, File)
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[image: FILE - The bodies of Russian soldiers lie at the frontline in Andriivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 24 | FILE - The bodies of Russian soldiers lie at the frontline in Andriivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 24
FILE - The bodies of Russian soldiers lie at the frontline in Andriivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov, File)
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[image: FILE - The body of a Russian soldier lies inside a building in the village of Blahodatne, Ukraine, Saturday, June 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 24 | FILE - The body of a Russian soldier lies inside a building in the village of Blahodatne, Ukraine, Saturday, June 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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FILE - The body of a Russian soldier lies inside a building in the village of Blahodatne, Ukraine, Saturday, June 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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[image: FILE - Oleksii Yukov, second right, and other body collectors carry the body of a Russian soldier that was exhumed from a shell crater in front of destroyed school in Virnopillia, Ukraine, Thursday, July 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 24 | FILE - Oleksii Yukov, second right, and other body collectors carry the body of a Russian soldier that was exhumed from a shell crater in front of destroyed school in Virnopillia, Ukraine, Thursday, July 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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FILE - Oleksii Yukov, second right, and other body collectors carry the body of a Russian soldier that was exhumed from a shell crater in front of destroyed school in Virnopillia, Ukraine, Thursday, July 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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[image: Oleksii Yukov and his team drive through a pothole on a road towards the frontline in Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. The 38-year-old martial arts instructor who leads a team of volunteer body collectors in Ukraine says he's collected over 1,000 bodies since the full-scale invasion began two years ago, more than 580 of them Russians. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 24 | Oleksii Yukov and his team drive through a pothole on a road towards the frontline in Sloviansk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. The 38-year-old martial arts instructor who leads a team of volunteer body collectors in Ukraine says he's collected over 1,000 bodies since the full-scale invasion began two years ago, more than 580 of them Russians. (AP Photo/Bram Janssen)
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                                        DOVHENKE, Ukraine (AP) -- The smell in the car is sick and sweet, the overpowering scent of corpses that have lain too long in muck and ruin, the ones the dogs didn't devour. Oleksii Yukov, a 38-year-old martial arts instructor who leads a team of volunteer body collectors in Ukraine, doesn't notice.
He is on the phone with one of the mothers. She heard her son was injured in battle and left behind, but she's not sure where. 
"He was left to die and now they are telling me that 'he died as a hero!?'" she says, choking out words between sobs.
"Don't cry," Yukov tells her. "Because if you get weak -- no one will help him ... Don't cry in front of anyone! They are not worth it. Cry in front of the grave of your son only."

    
        
            
                
    
    


     
    
        Feb. 2024 drone video of dead Russian soldiers in Avdiivka, Ukraine. (Ukrainian 47th Brigade military video via AP)
    



            

        

    

"We will take everyone back," he promised. "We just need some time."
Yukov says the same thing to all the mothers. He tells them to talk about their dead children, so they will be remembered. There is one person in particular whose story Yukov does not want forgotten: Oleksandr Romanovych Hrysiuk -- Sasha, to his mother, Olha.
In a cryptic voice message last year, Yukov urged Olha to tell Sasha's story. "Not everyone has such a story," he told her.
But he left out the most important part: What it had cost him to bring Sasha home. 
COUNTING BODIES
The true toll of the war in Ukraine -- and the odds faced by each side -- can be measured in bodies.
More than half a million people have been killed or seriously injured in two years of war in Ukraine, according to Western intelligence estimates -- a human toll not seen in Europe since World War II. The question of who prevails is being increasingly shaped by which side can tolerate higher losses. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

By that measure, Moscow has the upper hand. 
Analysts say it will be hard for Ukraine to outmatch Russian forces, which continue to grow despite hundreds of thousands of casualties, without significant resources from its international partners. But the U.S. Congress has not approved $60 billion in aid for Ukraine, even as soldiers at the front run low on ammunition.
"Putin is not running a democracy," said Evelyn Farkas, a former senior Pentagon official for Russia and Ukraine who now heads the McCain Institute at Arizona State University. "Putin can afford to be more callous and disregard the body count."
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, on the other hand, is presiding over a more democratic system, "where the will of the people is actually the strongest component of their war machine."
Russia had 3.7 times more men of fighting age than Ukraine in 2022, according to World Bank data. That means that though Russia has sustained nearly twice as many casualties as Ukraine, according to Western intelligence estimates, on a per capita basis Russia's losses remain lower than Ukraine's.
At current levels of recruitment, the Kremlin can sustain current attrition rates through 2025, according to an assessment by the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), a think tank in London. Meanwhile, Ukraine this week took the politically difficult step of lowering the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its ranks.
"Manpower is another currency," said Nick Reynolds, a research fellow at RUSI. "The Russians with their industrial base and larger manpower can expend manpower and materiel at less cost."
Yukov understands that for people far away, war is geopolitics, death can be counted in numbers, and money matters more than men. But he knows better. 
"War has one face," he said. "Death and stupidity and horror." 
GOD TAKES THE BEST AWAY
The last time Olha Hrysiuk spoke with her son, Sasha asked about the spring crops, the vegetable garden, their horses and cows, were the chickens laying many eggs? The conversation went on, as if they had all the time in the world. It was May 15, 2022.
Sasha vanished the next day. 
For three days, Olha knew only silence. She accepted it, because Sasha had told her he was going on a mission and might be out of touch. 
On the fourth day, she called the head of her village, who called the nearest military office, who contacted his military unit, who said that Sasha was missing.
Sasha wasn't a born fighter. An athlete, he studied physiotherapy before he was drafted and packed off on April 3, 2022. Olha gave him a silver cross on a chain to hang around his neck as he went into battle. 
Where was her boy now, she wondered, the kid with the sweet smile and ears that stuck out, who loved to run and had so many friends she couldn't keep count? Where was her son, who dreamed of building a home for the family he did not yet have?
"In Ukraine, we have a saying that God takes the best away," Olha said. "I think this is the case."
After pleading on social media for information, Olha's daughter-in-law managed to speak directly with some soldiers from Sasha's unit.
They said Sasha was dead. They were very sorry they couldn't take his body with them, the shelling was too heavy, all they could do was hide him in a cellar in Dovhenke -- a rural settlement in eastern Ukraine that fell to the Russians. They would write his name on the shells they fired because they loved him too. He was a hero, they said. 
Sasha, 27 years old, had lasted exactly six weeks at war. It was time for him to come home. If Olha couldn't have her son back, she'd take whatever pieces were left. 
But how? 
Olha started making calls, so many that she had to buy a notebook to keep track. She said she called the Ukrainian Red Cross, the International Committee of the Red Cross, Ukraine's National Information Bureau, the Ukrainian military, the Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of Prisoners of War, every hotline and volunteer group she could find. She emailed the Commissioner for Human Rights and wrote letters to the Ministry of Defense and even to President Zelenskyy himself.
She wrote down who answered, who didn't, and, mostly, who told her to wait, wait, wait. For six months, Olha tried.
"I just could not live without trying," she said. "How is it possible to not even see the bones of your child! I was even ready to go to Dovhenke myself!"
In the end, people told her that if Black Tulip couldn't bring Sasha home, no one could.
'WE HAVE TO BE BURIED'
Black Tulip is the name of the network of volunteer body collectors Yukov worked with back in 2014, when Russia seized Crimea and pushed into eastern Ukraine. Black Tulip has since disbanded but the name stuck. Yukov went on to found his own group, called Platsdarm, which can be translated as "bridgehead," to continue Black Tulip's mission.
It is Yukov's job to bring everyone back. He has collected the fragments of a man scattered across the trees and restored the scraps to the soldier's mother. He has pulled hot human remains from a smoldering helicopter. Once, a mother asked him to please retrieve her son's arm, which she'd heard was left dangling in a particular tree; he did. He has rooted through feces to retrieve the finger bones and teeth of men whose corpses were eaten by pigs. 
"Listen, if your child was killed, you would gnaw through this s-- with your teeth to bury the body," he said.
Yukov is racing against time, which eats up corpses, to bring all the souls home. But there are too many. He can't fit them all in his car, no matter if he straps them to the roof, carries them in his hands. They overwhelm him.
"Sometimes I just want to scream. To yell. Because you realize what madness and pain it is," he said. "I understand that I do not have enough life to finish this work of searching for the dead."
Yukov's story is the story of the bloodlands of Ukraine, a landscape transformed by generations of conflict. He grew up cold and hungry in Sloviansk, in eastern Ukraine, one of five children. They made it through one winter by foraging dried peas packed in his brother's punching bag. He learned to share, down to his last piece of bread.
When Yukov was around six, a local cemetery got dug up to make way for a new children's hospital. Bulldozers heaved piles of clothes and bones; children ran around playing with skulls stuck on the end of sticks. 
He was shocked and ashamed as he stood before the unburied dead. "I looked at the bones and thought, "Crap ...these are people!'" Yukov recalled. "What if my relatives are buried in this place?"
The forests of Yukov's childhood were filled with the bones of German and Soviet soldiers from World War II, some so densely strewn they looked like snow. 
He started searching for the dead when he was thirteen, but at first he made mistakes. The souls he offended -- or failed to find -- haunted him. He felt them poke his ribs as he slept and he woke up dizzy, his nose bleeding.

    


"Why do you keep coming?" he demanded of his phantoms. "What do you need?"
As a boy, he dreamt he was running in a forest, jumping over pits and trenches until he tumbled into a hole, falling deep into ruby-colored light. He smelled the bodies before he saw them, bones sliding beneath his feet as he sank.
"Someone grabs me by the scruff of the neck, whispering, 'We have to be buried,'" he recalled.
He woke up wet with sweat. He knew what he had to do.
"Until they are buried according to their traditions and rituals, a soul will suffer. So it's very important for me, even if it is an enemy, to return them home to be buried properly, for their souls to be calm," Yukov said. "'Collectors of souls' is what the locals call us."
A FATEFUL CLICK
In late summer 2022, Olha and her other son reached out to Yukov, seeking help. They sent along photos of Sasha and his tattoo, as well as satellite images of his approximate location.
Yukov got to Dovhenke in September, not long after the Russians left. More than 90 percent of buildings there had been destroyed or damaged, and it was hard to find the cellar where Sasha's unit said they'd left him. Also, there were mines.
They spent days searching. On Sept. 19, Yukov took a step and heard a click. The force of the explosion knocked him to the ground.
"I was laying there and I felt like I had no legs," Yukov said. "I was like, 'It's fine, I'll get a prosthesis.' ... But I saw holes and blood spraying from my legs. I was like, 'OK. Legs are in place.' But suddenly, I can't see with my eye. There's no eye."
His team came running for him, screaming. "STOP! DON'T RUN, STAND STILL!" Yukov hollered back, worried they'd get blown up too. "Bring tourniquets and a stretcher!"
They drove him to the hospital fast, in silence, their dog panting above the high whine of the straining engine. Yukov was limp in the backseat, legs cinched with tourniquets. He gingerly touched a bloodied white cloth to the spot where his right eye used to be.

    


Two weeks later, Yukov led everyone back to Dovhenke, his eye patched like a pirate, and stumbled around on crutches trying to find Sasha. But it was still too dangerous, and they had to wait another few weeks for the mines to be cleared. By then, Yukov had a new glass eye, which looks incredibly real until he raps on it with his knuckles.
When they finally got back to Dovhenke to search for Sasha, a small grey kitten with an injured nose kept jumping on Yukov's shoulder, nuzzling him. The cat circled one spot in the wreckage. They started digging there.
"Souls come over and wander next to us," Yukov explained. "A sign came to show us where he was lying ... He wants to be back home. Mother is waiting."
Sasha was pancaked beneath the rubble of a collapsed building. The place was scorched. There were fragments of 120mm mortars and signs of a massive blast.
By the time they'd pried through the last layers of concrete, it was dark. Denys Sosnenko, a 21-year-old who Yukov used to coach at kickboxing, went down in the pit to comb the dirt with his fingers, looking for bones.
Yukov told Denys to try to keep the fragments of Sasha's head together in what was left of his helmet. He handed part of Sasha's skull, wet and yellowed, to Yukov, who placed it gently down in a large white bag. It was hard to keep track of all the pieces because it was pitch black and they were working by flashlight.

    


Denys pulled out a silver, soil-caked cross and set it aside, then a spoon and a watch.
Yukov went on, making a rough anatomical inventory of what was left of Sasha. An arm. The backbone. Pelvis. Femur. Elbow. 
"Wait," Yukov said. "Where is the other arm and shoulder blade?"
It was Nov. 25, 2022.
Two months later, Denys drove over a landmine while searching for bodies and died.
11 RUSSIANS AND ONE LEG
As in most wars, both sides have downplayed or obscured their losses, and the true toll may not be known for years. But from the sky, the multitudes of dead are already transforming the landscape. The graves look the same on both sides of the front: fields, once empty, now quilted with patchworks of fresh tombstones.
President Zelenskyy recently said that 31,000 Ukrainian soldiers have been killed in the war, less than half what Western intelligence has estimated. Russia's losses are thought to be roughly double Ukraine's.
Using satellite imagery and site visits, The Associated Press documented the rapid growth of soldiers' graves at a few key sites in Russia and Ukraine where the war dead have accumulated at scale.

    


By March, more than 650 soldiers lay in what was open land outside Lviv two years ago, and there were more than 800 new soldiers' graves in one Kyiv cemetery. Some 700 graves appeared in two plots for soldiers in a Kharkiv cemetery between Feb. 2022 through Sept. 2023, satellite images show. The AP also counted at least 1,345 new soldiers' graves at a Dnipro cemetery in March, edged by six neat rows of empty pits in the earth waiting for more bodies.
Many more dead are scattered across both Ukraine and Russia, discreetly tucked among civilian graves.
Mediazona, an independent Russian media outlet, has identified the locations of dozens of Russian cemeteries that have swelled with war dead. Along with the BBC's Russia service and a network of volunteers, they've confirmed the deaths of around 50,000 Russian soldiers killed since the full-scale invasion, a number they say probably captures just over half of the true death toll. Their count does not include Russian fighters from occupied territories in Ukraine.
The dead cannot be hidden from space. Satellite images show more than 750 graves at the Wagner cemetery in Bakinskaya, a town near the Black Sea, up from around 170 in Jan. 2023. About 15 kilometers (9 miles) away, an estimated 2,646 compartments for cremated remains have been built into new rows of dark grey walls at the Wagner Chapel, though it wasn't possible to say how many were filled. The number of war dead buried at the Federal Military Memorial Cemetery north of Moscow, has tripled in the last year, to an estimated 846 graves.
These are the lucky ones, the ones who made it home.
Yukov says he's collected over 1,000 bodies since the full-scale invasion began two years ago, more than half of them Russians.
"We are not fighting the dead," he said. "I don't separate the bodies of Russian soldiers and Ukrainian soldiers. They are all souls for me."
One night in October, Yukov returned from a mission near Sloviansk with black body bags strapped to the roof of his car. They bounced perilously over potholes, as he sped to deliver the cargo to a morgue.
The count that day was 11 Russians and one leg, which was probably Ukrainian, judging by its boot. Their wounds would be documented. The things they carried -- amulets that hadn't worked, kids' drawings, family photos, letters of love and despair -- would be collected and cataloged. Their DNA would be tested, if necessary, and their identities logged in government databases.
The Ukrainians, Yukov hoped, would find their way home. The Russians would become currency to barter for Ukrainian bodies in periodic exchanges of war dead.
"When someone says, "I am tired of war," yes, we are all tired," Yukov said. "But we just need you to understand: Help us. Don't stand aside. Because war has no borders. War will cross your doorstep too."
He peered into a body bag. The corpses had baked in the sun and the meat of their faces was partly mummified. Yukov figured they'd been dead for around three months.
Suddenly angry, Yukov began speaking in agitated Russian.
"You carried this child in your womb," he said, "Now your Russian boys are lying here, in Ukrainian soil. Why did you let them come here? You knew what this was all about, that they were going to kill and be killed."
Yukov looked down at the bodies laid out on the night grass. "This is where it all ends," he said.
He turned away and let out a little laugh, then stopped talking and shook his head in silence.
"So, I don't know ... It's stupidity."
HOLDING THE SKY TOGETHER
Olha hoped for a long time that missing meant alive. But when Yukov sent a photograph of the necklace they'd found in the cellar in Dovhenke, Olha recognized it instantly. It was the same silver Jesus she'd given Sasha when he left for war, only now it was an exhibit, number 3118, mud-flecked evidence of the dead.
Olha never got to see her son's face again. By the time she got the body back, Sasha had no face anymore. This was hard for her because it allowed her to nurture a tiny, painful hope that there had been some mistake.

    


Yukov is a destroyer of hope for mothers. But they thank him anyway.
"I am glad we managed to do it," Yukov messaged Olha, after he found Sasha. "We hug you and hope that we can meet you to get to know more about him. We are holding the sky together with you."
"Your work is priceless," she replied.
Olha buried what was left of Sasha on March 16, 2023 in her village cemetery, beneath a cross bandaged with flowers and ribbons.
"It's very important for me to know his body is next to me," Olha said. "We are all waiting for victory. For me, it's the most important thing. If we do not win, what did my son die for -- and so many other sons?"
Yukov never told Olha he'd lost an eye trying to find her son.
When she heard what had happened, she nodded faintly, her frown deepening to an expression of infinite sadness.
"I cannot express with words how grateful I am," she said. She opened her hands and looked up, searching for sounds that could convey the enormity of loss. "I'm so shocked ... As long as I live, I will remember the sacrifice he made for me and my family."
Olha visits Sasha's grave every day, to sit with him, talk with him and pray that he -- and perhaps she herself -- finds peace.
"Whatever people say, I know Sasha wanted to come home," Olha said. "Sometimes I watch TV, the internet, TikTok, whatever, and I think: That's it, we lost. I feel like giving up ... But when I watch videos of Oleksii (Yukov), I want to keep helping. If there are people like Oleksii, nothing is lost yet in Ukraine."




___
AP journalists Michael Biesecker in Washington and Volodymyr Yurchuk and Vasilisa Stepanenko in Ukraine contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-yukov-attrition-body-collector-43bfc0848fdaa9b36d63abfa8c24f885
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The Latest | Biden and Netanyahu speak by phone after Israel kills aid workers in Gaza

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The founder of World Central Kitchen blamed Israel for attacking the charity's vehicle which killed seven aid workers in the Gaza Strip, saying the Israeli airstrikes that hit the aid convoy were not "an unfortunate mistake."
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[image: Palestinos inspeccionan un vehiculo con el logotipo de World Central Kitchen alcanzado por un ataque aereo israeli en Deir al Balah, Franja de Gaza, el martes 2 de abril de 2024. (AP Foto/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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            World Central Kitchen releases photos of seven aid workers killed in Israeli airstrikes in Gaza

        
        
            World Central Kitchen charity has released photos of the seven aid workers who were killed in Israeli airstrikes in Gaza earlier this week.
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            Humanitarian group says Gaza is the "most lethal place" to deliver aid after IDF strike kills seven

        
        
            The International Rescue Committee's Ciaran Donnelly says Israeli airstrikes that killed seven international aid workers delivering food in Gaza further hurt severely limited humanitarian efforts in the besieged Palestinian territory. (AP Video Mohammad Jahjoud)(AP Production Tracy Brown)
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    [image: Members of the Abu Draz family hold the bodies of their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at their house in Rafah, southern Gaza, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Members of the Abu Draz family hold the bodies of their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at their house in Rafah, southern Gaza, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Palestinians inspect a vehicle with the logo of the World Central Kitchen wrecked by an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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Palestinians inspect a vehicle with the logo of the World Central Kitchen wrecked by an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: CORRECTS DATE - This combination of photos provided by World Central Kitchen/WCK.org, shows seven aid workers who were killed in Gaza Monday, April 1, 2024. Israeli airstrikes that killed the aid workers in Gaza reverberated around the world, as friends and relatives mourned the losses of those who were delivering food to besieged Palestinians with the charity World Central Kitchen. Top left to right: Palestinian Saifeddin Issam Ayad Abutaha, Lalzawmi ]
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[image: Ashraf Abu Draz mourns over the bodies of his two daughters who were killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Ashraf Abu Draz mourns over the bodies of his two daughters who were killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Smoke rises to the sky after an explosion in Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Smoke rises to the sky after an explosion in Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Members of the Abu Draz family mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at their house in Rafah, southern Gaza, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Members of the Abu Draz family mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at their house in Rafah, southern Gaza, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: An Israeli soldier moves atop a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the Abu Draz family inspect their house after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Members of the Abu Draz family inspect their house after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over northern Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: A cargo ship, one of three ships loaded with canned food destined to Gaza, anchored after returning to the Cypriot port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Cyprus, which has played a key role in setting up the maritime corridor, said the ships that had arrived Monday were returning to the Mediterranean island nation with some 240 tons of undelivered aid, after seven aid workers were killed. (AP Photo/Lefteris Piterakis)]
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[image: Israeli tanks and armoured vehicles move at the Israeli-Gaza border as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Members of the Abu Draz family mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at their house in Rafah, southern Gaza, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: Members of the Abu Draz family mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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Members of the Abu Draz family mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Members of the Abu Draz family inspect their house after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | Members of the Abu Draz family inspect their house after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 17
Members of the Abu Draz family inspect their house after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: Members of the Abu Draz family mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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                                        President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke by phone Thursday, the White House said, days after Israeli airstrikes killed seven food aid workers in Gaza and added a new layer of complication in the leaders' increasingly strained relationship. 
World Central Kitchen has demanded an independent investigation into the Israeli strikes that killed seven of its staff Monday. Israel faces growing isolation over the deaths of six foreign aid workers and a Palestinian driver who were helping deliver desperately needed food to isolated and starving residents. 
The Palestinian death toll from Israel's six-month war in Gaza has soared above 33,000 killed, with more than 75,600 wounded, the Health Ministry in Gaza said Thursday. The ministry doesn't differentiate between civilians and combatants in its tally, but says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead. 





    


The United Nations says much of the population in northern Gaza is on the brink of starvation. The top United Nations court has concluded there is a "plausible risk of genocide" in Gaza -- a charge Israel strongly denies -- and the U.N. Security Council has issued a legally binding demand for a cease-fire. 
The war began on Oct. 7, when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking around 250 people hostage.
Currently:
-- Family and friends recall dedication of World Central Kitchen aid workers killed in Gaza.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- U.S. braces for retaliation after attack on Iran consulate -- even as it says it wasn't involved.
-- Rights group says Israeli strike on Gaza building killed 106 in apparent war crime.
-- Diplomatic crisis between Poland and Israel erupts after Polish aid worker killed in Gaza.
-- Senior U.K. jurists have joined calls to stop arms sales to Israel . Other allies face similar pressure.
-- Jewish group launches Holocaust survivor speakers bureau to fight increasing antisemitism worldwide.

    


-- Find more AP coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
SPANISH CHARITY ENDS MISSION TO DELIVER FOOD TO GAZA BY SEA
LARNACA, Cyprus -- Open Arms, a Spanish charity normally focused on rescuing migrants from the Mediterranean Sea, says it's ending its mission to deliver food by sea to Gaza after an Israeli airstrike killed seven workers from a related charity.
The Spanish foundation had provided one of its ships, the Open Arms, to transport food aid in two trips sponsored by World Central Kitchen, a U.S. charity that has accused Israel of deliberately targeting its workers.
Open Arms blamed the Israeli military for the deaths in a statement Thursday, adding that Monday's attack "marks a painful turning point in our efforts to alleviate the humanitarian crisis in Gaza."
Open Arms made the first sea delivery of 200 tons of food aid on March 15 and it took part again in a three-ship flotilla that reached Gaza last weekend with 400 tons of food. 
The charities said that the second shipment would make one million meals. However nearly 300 tons have returned to Cyprus aboard the ships following the death of six World Central Kitchen foreign workers and their Palestinian driver.

    


Open Arms' founder, Oscar Camps, said that Gaza had become "a dystopian laboratory where people's blood flows while war technologies are tested and perfected, directed by increasingly automated algorithms that allow human responsibility to be diluted, using technology and trivializing evil."
"What else needs to happen for global society to react? How much more humanity must be lost in this genocide?" Camps wrote in the statement.
CANADA'S TRUDEAU PUSHES BACK ON NETANYAHU SAYING AID WORKERS' KILLING IS COST OF WAR
TORONTO -- Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said he "takes issue" with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's assertion that the killing of seven aid workers in Gaza was part of the cost of war.
"I have to directly take issue with what Prime Minister Netanyahu said yesterday when he said 'Well, this just happens in conflicts and in war time,'" Trudeau said. "No! It doesn't just happen and it shouldn't just happen."
Aid workers are risking their lives to help people in Gaza, Trudeau said, and "that is not OK that they get hit by targeted missiles like this."

    


Netanyahu's comments were: "Unfortunately over the last day there was a tragic incident of an unintended strike of our forces on innocent people in the Gaza Strip. This happens in war."
Canadian army veteran Jacob Flickinger was among those killed while delivering food aid for World Central Kitchen.
Trudeau called for a fully transparent and rapid investigation into what happened, speaking to reporters in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
World Central Kitchen is demanding an independent investigation on the strikes, which the group says were no accident since Israel was well aware of the aid workers' location.
BIDEN AND NETANYAHU HOLD PHONE CALL AFTER ISRAEL KILLS FOREIGN AID WORKERS IN GAZA
WASHINGTON -- President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke by phone Thursday, days after an Israeli air strike killed seven aid workers in Gaza and further complicated the leaders' increasingly strained relationship.

    


That's according to a person familiar with the leaders' conversation and who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly.
The leaders conversation comes as the charity World Central Kitchen called for an independent investigation into the Israeli strikes that killed the group's staff members, including an American citizen.
The White House has said the U.S. has no plans to conduct its own investigation even as they called on Israel to do more to prevent the killing and wounding innocent civilians and aid workers as it carries out its operations in Gaza.
Biden and Netanyahu last spoke on March 18.
Biden was expected to reiterate his concerns about Netanyahu's plan to carry out an operation in the southern city of Rafah, where about 1.5 million displaced Palestinians are sheltering, as Israel looks to eliminate Hamas following the militant group's deadly Oct. 7 attack.
Despite their differences, the Biden administration has continued to provide Israel crucial military aid and diplomatic support.
___
Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani contributed.
ISRAEL SAYS IT HEIGHTENED MILITARY READINESS AS IRAN VOWS TO RETALIATE FOR DEADLY STRIKE
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it has beefed up forces and heightened the readiness of its troops.
Thursday's announcement came as Iran vows revenge for an alleged Israeli airstrike that killed two Iranian generals in Syria's capital earlier this week. Israel has not commented on the airstrike.
"We have strengthened the readiness of our combat forces as required wherever necessary," Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the chief army spokesman, told reporters. "We strengthened our defense systems. We have warplanes ready to defend and ready to strike in a variety of scenarios."
Hagari also said that Israel has disrupted local GPS systems to "neutralize threats" from abroad. He acknowledged the move, which has affected traffic navigation systems, had caused inconveniences for the public.
Despite the new threats, Israel's Home Front Command has not ordered any changes in the public's routine.
DIPLOMATIC CRISIS ERUPTS BETWEEN POLAND AND ISRAEL AFTER POLISH AID WORKER KILLED IN GAZA
WARSAW, Poland -- A new diplomatic crisis between Poland and Israel has erupted after Israel killed a Polish aid worker in Gaza. 
Polish President Andrzej Duda on Thursday called the comment "outrageous" and described the ambassador as "the biggest problem for the state of Israel in relations with Poland." The Foreign Ministry in Warsaw said it was summoning him for a meeting. 
Amid shock in Poland over the death of the charity worker, Israel's ambassador to Poland, Yacov Livne, pushed back at what he said were attempts by the "extreme right and left in Poland" to accuse Israel of "intentional murder in the attack." 
The Israeli ambassador said "anti-Semites will always remain anti-Semites," in a post on social media Tuesday.
Polish and Israeli relations have recently been on the mend after several difficult years.
Ties were badly damaged due to disputes over how to remember Polish behavior during the Holocaust, when Nazi Germany occupied Poland and carried out the mass murder of Jews.
For eight years until December, Poland had a nationalist government that played down Polish participation in the German killings of Jews and focused largely on Polish aid to Jews. Israel's government believed that approach amounted to historical distortion.
U.S. MILITARY SAYS IT SHOT DOWN MISSILE AND 2 DRONES LAUNCHED BY HOUTHI REBELS
CAIRO -- The United States' military says its forces shot down an anti-ship ballistic missile and two aerial drones launched by Yemen's Iran-backed Houthi rebels.
U.S. Central Command said Thursday that the target of the attack was the USS Gravely destroyer, which is patrolling the Red Sea. The military said it destroyed a mobile surface-to-air missile system in Houthi-held territory in response to the attack early Wednesday.
The Houthis have repeatedly targeted international shipping and U.S. forces in the Red Sea in recent months in what they portray as a blockade of Israel in response to the war in Gaza. They have attacked several ships with no known connection to Israel.
The U.S. and its allies have responded with strikes on Houthi military targets in Yemen.
The latest confrontation came as tensions are high across the Middle East following an apparent Israeli airstrike in Syria's capital, Damascus, that destroyed the Iranian Consulate and killed two Iranian generals. Iran has vowed to respond to the attack.
POLISH LEADERS CALL FOR ISRAEL TO PAY COMPENSATION TO FAMILY OF KILLED AID WORKER
WARSAW, Poland - Poland's leaders have called on Israel to pay compensation to the family of the Polish aid worker Damian Sobol, who was killed along with six other workers of the World Central Kitchen charity in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza on Monday.
President Andrzej Duda and Prime Minister Donald Tusk said it was a matter of responsibility and decency to pay compensation to the family of Sobol, 35, who was bringing aid to the needy. They also demanded from Israel a detailed explanation of what happened and why.
"I have no doubt at all that Israel should pay compensation to the family of our killed citizen. It should be an appropriate compensation," Duda said. "I hope such a compensation will be paid in a just and honest way."
Tusk said it was a "senseless and unnecessary death" and that Israel should apologize and provide detailed information about the circumstances of the deaths.
Israel has taken responsibility for the airstrike, but has argued it was a mistake. However, charity organizations in Poland insist that humanitarian convoys are clearly marked and are also given security guarantees when operating in war zones.
ISRAELI OFFICIALS SAY THEY UNCOVERED A PALESTINIAN PLOT TO ASSASSINATE AN ISRAELI GOVERNMENT MINISTER
TEL AVIV -- Israel's police and internal security agency say they have uncovered a plot by Palestinians to assassinate an Israeli government minister.
They said Thursday that 14 Palestinians were arrested in connection with the alleged plot to assassinate National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir. They said the suspects also planned to attack Israel's main airport, a sports stadium, army bases and government buildings.
The statements did not provide any evidence, and said the plot was in its early stages.
It said three of the suspects, from east Jerusalem, had started learning how to make explosives. It said the others, from southern Israel and the occupied West Bank, had been in contact with Hamas in Gaza.
Ben Gvir, a far-right government minister, is known for his extreme rhetoric and positions toward the Palestinians.
The war in Gaza has stoked tensions across Israel and the occupied West Bank. More than 450 Palestinians have been killed in the West Bank since the start of the war, mostly during near-nightly Israeli military raids and violent protests.
There have also been a series of stabbing, ramming and other attacks against Israelis, especially after Hamas called on Palestinians to rise up during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which began last month and continues until mid-April.
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH SAYS ISRAELI ATTACK KILLED MORE THAN 100 PEOPLE IN GAZA APARTMENT BUILDING, INCLUDING 54 CHILDREN
JERUSALEM -- Human Rights Watch says an Israeli attack on a Gaza apartment building in October killed at least 106 civilians, including 54 children.
The New York-based rights group says its investigation into the attack, published Thursday, found no evidence of any military target, making it a war crime.
The attack was one of the deadliest since the start of the war nearly six months ago.
Human Rights Watch says four separate strikes collapsed the Engineer's Building in central Gaza, which was housing some 350 people, around a third of whom had fled their homes elsewhere in the territory.
Those killed included children playing soccer outside and residents charging phones in the first-floor grocery store.
The rights group says it interviewed 16 people, including relatives of those killed in the Oct. 31 attack, and analyzed satellite imagery, 35 photographs and 45 videos of the aftermath. It was unable to visit the site because Israel heavily restricts access to Gaza.
Witnesses told the rights group there was no warning ahead of the attack. Human Rights Watch says Israeli authorities have not published any information about the purported target and did not respond to its own requests for information.
The military did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Associated Press on Thursday.
Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames their deaths on Hamas because the militants operate in dense, residential areas. But the military rarely comments on individual strikes that kill dozens of people every day, including women and children.
Israel has faced mounting international criticism over its wartime conduct after its strikes killed seven aid workers earlier this week.
HUNDREDS OF JURISTS CALL ON U.K. GOVERNMENT TO SUSPEND ARMS SALES TO ISRAEL
LONDON -- More than 600 British jurists, including three retired judges from the U.K. Supreme Court, are calling on the government to suspend arms sales to Israel.
In an open letter to Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, they said the U.K. could be complicit in "grave breaches of international law" if it continues to ship weapons.
Signatories, including former Supreme Court President Brenda Hale, said Britain is legally obliged to heed the International Court of Justice's conclusion that there is a "plausible risk of genocide" in Gaza.
The letter said the "sale of weapons and weapons systems to Israel ... falls significantly short of your government's obligations under international law."
Britain is a staunch ally of Israel, but relations have been tested by the mounting death toll of the almost six-month war. Calls for a halt to arms sales have grown since Israel killed seven aid workers with World Central Kitchen, three of them British.
The U.K.'s main opposition parties have all said the Conservative government should halt weapons sales to Israel if the country has broken international law in Gaza.
PALESTINIAN DEATH TOLL FROM ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR PASSES 33,000, GAZA'S HEALTH MINISTRY SAYS
RAFAH, Gaza Strip -- The Palestinian death toll from the Israel-Hamas war has passed 33,000, Gaza's Health Ministry says.
The ministry said Thursday that 33,037 people have been killed and 75,668 wounded since Oct. 7, when Hamas launched a surprise attack into Israel. Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people that day, mostly civilians, and took another 250 hostage.
The ministry says hospitals in Gaza received 62 bodies and 91 wounded people in the last 24 hours.
The ministry does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count but says women and children have made up around two-thirds of those killed. The ministry is part of the Hamas-run government. It maintains detailed records, and its counts from previous wars have largely matched those of independent experts and the United Nations.
Apparent Israeli airstrikes hit two houses in the southern Gaza city of Rafah late Wednesday, killing three children, two women and an unidentified individual, according to hospital records.
The children were 16, 1 and 2 years old. An Associated Press reporter saw the bodies at a local hospital.
Israel regularly carries out strikes in Rafah and has threatened a full-scale ground invasion of the city, which it says is the last major Hamas stronghold in Gaza.
Rafah is packed with some 1.4 million Palestinians -- over half of Gaza's population -- most of whom have fled fighting elsewhere. The city on the border with Egypt is also a main gateway for the entry of humanitarian aid.
WORLD CENTRAL KITCHEN DEMANDS INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION INTO AID WORKERS' DEATHS
NICOSIA, Cyprus -- World Central Kitchen is calling for an independent investigation into the Israeli strikes that killed seven of its aid workers in Gaza.
In a statement issued Thursday, the international food charity says it has asked Australia, Canada, Poland, the United States and the United Kingdom, whose citizens were killed, to join them in demanding "an independent, third-party investigation into these attacks."
"We asked the Israeli government to immediately preserve all documents, communications, video and/or audio recordings, and any other materials potentially relevant to the April 1 strikes," the statement said.
Israel says it carried out the strikes by mistake and that it has launched its own investigation into the attack.
The military carried out multiple strikes on a convoy of three cars, at least one of which was clearly marked with the charity's logo. World Central Kitchen says it coordinated the team's movements with the army, which was "aware of their itinerary, route and humanitarian mission."
The workers were delivering aid that had arrived by sea in a recently opened maritime corridor aimed at getting food to hundreds of thousands of starving Palestinians in northern Gaza, which has been largely isolated by Israeli forces for months.
The attack interrupted those efforts, as World Central Kitchen and other charities suspended operations over the deteriorating security situation. The ships returned to Cyprus with an estimated 240 tons of undelivered humanitarian aid.
U.S. DEFENSE SECRETARY URGES ISRAEL TO PROTECT LIVES IN GAZA
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. defense secretary said the Israeli strikes that killed seven aid workers this week "reinforce" concerns about Israel's plans to expand its ground offensive to the southern Gaza city of Rafah.
Lloyd Austin "expressed his outrage" over the strikes in a phone call with his Israeli counterpart, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, late Wednesday, according to a Pentagon readout of the call.
Austin "stressed the need to immediately take concrete steps to protect aid workers and Palestinian civilians in Gaza after repeated coordination failures with foreign aid groups." He also reiterated U.S. calls for an independent investigation into Monday's deadly strikes.
"This tragedy reinforced the expressed concern over a potential Israeli military operation in Rafah, specifically focusing on the need to ensure the evacuation of Palestinian civilians and the flow of humanitarian aid," Austin said.
Israel has said the multiple strikes on the aid workers' convoy was a mistake and that it has launched an independent investigation.
The U.S. has provided crucial military aid and diplomatic support for Israel's nearly six-month offensive, which was launched in response to Hamas' Oct. 7 attack.
Israel has vowed to expand ground operations to Rafah, where some 1.4 million Palestinians -- over half of Gaza's population -- have sought refuge. Rafah is also a key gateway for the delivery of humanitarian aid. Israel says it is the last major stronghold for thousands of Hamas fighters.
The U.S. has said a full-scale invasion of Rafah would be a mistake, urging Israel to instead carry out more precise operations focused on Hamas.
U.N. SAYS ACUTE MALNUTRITION WORSENING FOR BABIES IN NORTH GAZA
UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations children's agency says one-third of the children under age 2 in northern Gaza were suffering from acute malnutrition in March, adding that the figure "has more than doubled in the last two months."
UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Ted Chaiban told the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday that "dozens of children in the northern Gaza Strip have reportedly died from malnutrition and dehydration in recent weeks, and half the population is facing catastrophic food insecurity."
Chaiban said he saw "a staggering decline in the conditions of children" during his second visit to Gaza in January.
He pointed to widespread destruction of infrastructure, "a quasi-blockade" on the north, repeated denials or delays in getting Israeli approval for humanitarian convoys, and fuel shortages and electricity and telecommunications blackouts which have been "devastating for children."
Virginia Gamba, the U.N. special envoy for children in conflict, told the council that the latest U.N. report issued last year verified 3,941 cases where youngsters were prevented from getting food and other assistance. The highest figures, she said, were in Gaza and the West Bank, Yemen, Afghanistan and Mali.
Gamba said data gathered for the next report in June "shows we are on target to witness a shocking increase of the incidents of the denial of humanitarian access globally." In addition to the Palestinian territories, she pointed to Haiti where there are "high levels of arbitrary impediments and/or outright denial of humanitarian access to children."
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said doctors in Gaza have reported being horrified at treating children suffering from war wounds and watching children die from acute malnutrition.
She said that "humanitarian assistance is desperately needed now, and it must be facilitated to mitigate the impact of an impending famine."
Thomas-Greenfield said that food and other aid is also urgently needed for children in Congo, Afghanistan, Sudan and Africa's Sahel region and for Rohingya Muslim youngsters in Myanmar.
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Senior UK jurists have joined calls to stop arms sales to Israel. Other allies face similar pressure

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak addresses the media at Downing Street in London, on March 1, 2024. Britain's main opposition parties are demanding that the Conservative government publish legal advice it has received on whether Israel has broken international humanitarian law during the war in Gaza. They say the U.K. should ban weapons sales to Israel if the law has been broken. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- More than 600 British jurists, including three retired judges from the U.K. Supreme Court, are calling on the government to suspend arms sales to Israel, piling pressure on Prime Minister Rishi Sunak after the deaths of three U.K. aid workers in an Israeli strike.
Britain is just one of a number of Israel's longstanding allies whose governments are under growing pressure to halt weapons exports because of the toll of the six-month-old war in Gaza.
In an open letter to Sunak published late Wednesday, the lawyers and judges said the U.K. could be complicit in "grave breaches of international law" if it continues to ship weapons.
Signatories, including former Supreme Court President Brenda Hale, said Britain is legally obliged to heed the International Court of Justice's conclusion that there is a "plausible risk of genocide" in Gaza.





    


The letter said the "sale of weapons and weapons systems to Israel ... falls significantly short of your government's obligations under international law."
Britain is a staunch ally of Israel, but relations have been tested by the mounting death toll, largely civilian, from the war. Calls for an end to arms exports have escalated since an Israeli airstrike killed seven aid workers from the aid charity World Central Kitchen, three of them British.
Israel says the attack on the aid workers was a mistake caused by "misidentification."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.K.'s main opposition parties have all said the Conservative government should halt weapons sales to Israel if the country has broken international law in Gaza.
Several senior Conservatives have urged the same, including Alicia Kearns, who heads the House of Commons foreign affairs committee.
Sunak has not committed to an arms export ban, but said Wednesday that "while of course we defend Israel's right to defend itself and its people against attacks from Hamas, they have to do that in accordance with international humanitarian law."

    


British firms sell a relatively small amount of weapons and components to Israel. Defense Secretary Grant Shapps has said that military exports to Israel amounted to 42 million pounds ($53 million) in 2022.
Other allies of Israel are also facing calls to cut off the supply of weapons and to push for a cease-fire in the conflict, which has killed more than 32,000 Palestinians, according to health authorities in Gaza.
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said Thursday that his country had stopped selling weapons to Israel, and urged other nations to do the same. Sanchez said Wednesday that his government has left "the door open" to diplomatic actions against Israel over its "insufficient" explanation of the aid workers' deaths.
In February, Canada announced it would stop future shipments, and the same month a Dutch court ordered the Netherlands to stop the export of F-35 fighter jet parts to Israel. The Dutch government said it would appeal.
Other countries, including Israel's two biggest arms suppliers, the United States and Germany, continue to allow weapons sales.

    


Germany is one of Israel's closest allies in Europe and, given memories of the Holocaust, treads carefully when criticizing Israel. But Chancellor Olaf Scholz has increasingly voiced unease, asking Netanyahu at a meeting last month how any goal can "justify such terribly high costs."
Peter Ricketts, a former U.K. national security advisor, said suspension of U.K. arms sales would not change the course of the war, but "would be a powerful political message."
"And it might just stimulate debate in the U.S. as well, which would be the real game-changer," he told the BBC.
___
Joseph Wilson in Barcelona contributed to this story.
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Rescuers in Taiwan search for those missing or stranded after major earthquake kills 10

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Taiwan's emergency services using heavy machinery continued to remove rubble on Thursday at the scene of a partially collapsed building at the epicentre of the earthquake zone in Hualien City.The strongest earthquake in a quarter-century rocked Taiwan the day before, killing nine people, stranding dozens at quarries and a national park, and sending some residents scrambling out the windows of damaged buildings. (AP Video by Johnson Lai)
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            Taiwan's emergency teams continue the clean-up operation in quake-hit Hualien

        
        
            Taiwan's emergency services using heavy machinery continued to remove rubble on Thursday at the scene of a partially collapsed building at the epicentre of the earthquake zone in Hualien City.The strongest earthquake in a quarter-century rocked Taiwan the day before, killing nine people, stranding dozens at quarries and a national park, and sending some residents scrambling out the windows of damaged buildings. (AP Video by Johnson Lai)
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            Landslides triggered by earthquake damages roads in Hualien

        
        
            Landslides triggered by the earthquake in Hualien Country, Taiwan, damaged roads and walkways leading to Taroko National Park. (AP video: Johnson Lai)
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Landslides triggered by the earthquake in Hualien Country, Taiwan, damaged roads and walkways leading to Taroko National Park. (AP video: Johnson Lai)
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            Wounded woman airlifted from Taiwan hiking trail after quake
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            Taiwanese TV presenters report quake news as studio shakes during earthquake

        
        
            Taiwan's SETTV captured moments when the magnitude 7.2 earthquake hit on Wednesday morning live as anchorwomen described strong shaking while trying to keep their balance.
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Taiwan's SETTV captured moments when the magnitude 7.2 earthquake hit on Wednesday morning live as anchorwomen described strong shaking while trying to keep their balance.
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            Rescue helicopter airlifts quarry worker in Taiwan after quake

        
        
            A quarry worker was airlifted to safety on Thursday after a magnitude 7.2 earthquake violently jolted eastern Taiwan's Hualien a day earlier.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Rescue helicopter airlifts quarry worker in Taiwan after quake
A quarry worker was airlifted to safety on Thursday after a magnitude 7.2 earthquake violently jolted eastern Taiwan's Hualien a day earlier.
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    [image: Two trapped workers of Taroko National Park have a physical examination after being rescued in Hualien County, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Rescuers are searching for dozens of people still missing a day after Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: A trapped tourist of Taroko National Park walks to an ambulance after being rescued in Hualien County, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Rescuers are searching for dozens of people still missing a day after Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: Debris surrounds a titled building a day after a powerful earthquake struck, in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: In this photo taken Thursday, April 4, 2024 and released by Pingtung Fire Department, firefighters evacuate a body from the Taroko National Park a day after a powerful earthquake struck, in the Hualien county, eastern Taiwan. Rescuers are searching for people out of contact a day after Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century damaged buildings, caused multiple rockslides. (Pingtung Fire Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | In this photo taken Thursday, April 4, 2024 and released by Pingtung Fire Department, firefighters evacuate a body from the Taroko National Park a day after a powerful earthquake struck, in the Hualien county, eastern Taiwan. Rescuers are searching for people out of contact a day after Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century damaged buildings, caused multiple rockslides. (Pingtung Fire Department via AP)
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[image: Rocks are on the road at the entrance of Taroko National Park in Hualien County, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. The strongest earthquake in a quarter-century has rocked Taiwan during the morning rush hour. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Hualien Fire Department, firefighters and quarry workers evacuate a body from the Ho Ren Quarry a day after a powerful earthquake struck in Hualien County, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Rescuers are searching for people out of contact a day after Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century damaged buildings, caused multiple rockslides and killed several people. (Hualien Fire Department via AP)]
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[image: A structural engineer takes samples from a leaning building a day after a powerful earthquake struck, in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | A structural engineer takes samples from a leaning building a day after a powerful earthquake struck, in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9
A structural engineer takes samples from a leaning building a day after a powerful earthquake struck, in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A building is seen partially collapsed, a day after a powerful earthquake struck the city, in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: Residents rest at a shelter a day after a powerful earthquake struck, in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Rescuers are searching for people out of contact a day after Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century damaged buildings, caused multiple rockslides and killed several people. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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                                        HUALIEN, Taiwan (AP) -- Rescuers searched Thursday for missing people and worked to reach hundreds stranded when Taiwan's strongest earthquake in 25 years sent boulders and mud tumbling down mountainsides, blocking roads. Ten people died and more than 1,000 were injured.
The powerful quake struck during the morning rush hour a day earlier, sending schoolchildren rushing outdoors and families fleeing their apartments through the windows. The ground floors of some buildings collapsed, leaving them leaning at precarious angles. Though the island is regularly rattled by earthquakes and generally well prepared, authorities did not send out the usual alerts because they were expecting a smaller temblor.
Some 200 residents of Hualien County near the epicenter were staying in temporary shelters, and the main road linking the county to the capital, Taipei, was still closed Thursday afternoon, but much of Taiwan's day-to-day life returned to normal. Some local rail service to Hualien resumed, and Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co., one of the world's most important manufacturers of computer chips, restarted most operations, the Central News Agency reported. 

    


Nearly 1,100 people were injured in the quake. Of the 10 dead, at least four were killed inside Taroko National Park, a tourist attraction famous for canyons and cliffs in mountainous Hualien about 150 kilometers (90 miles) from Taipei. One person was found dead in a damaged building and another was found in the Ho Ren Quarry. Rescuers also carried out the body of a man, who had severe wounds on his head, from a hiking trail.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hundreds of people were stranded when rocks and mud blocked the roads leading to their hotel, campground or work site -- though most were safe while they awaited rescue. It wasn't clear Thursday if any people were still trapped in buildings. 
Liu Zhong-da, a 58-year-old construction worker, and his colleague were on their way to work on a road in the national park and were inside a tunnel when the quake hit. A boulder blocked their exit and they were trapped along with some other people.

    


"We almost got covered up," Liu said. "No communication could be made (to the outside world)." Liu and his colleague were rescued Thursday afternoon and received a quick medical checkup outside the park.

    
        
    
About 60 workers who had been unable to leave a quarry because of damaged roads were also freed, authorities said. Six workers from another quarry were airlifted out.
Some 700 people remain cut off, the vast majority of them employees and guests at a hotel in the national park. Authorities said they were safe and had food and water, and that work to repair the roads to the hotel was nearly finished. Another 10 workers from the same hotel were stranded elsewhere in the park, after most of the others in the group were rescued or managed to walk out.
Authorities said they were unable to contact about 15 people, and their condition was not known. Numbers have fluctuated frequently as authorities have learned of more people in trouble and rescued others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


In the city of Hualien on Thursday, workers used an excavator to stabilize the base of a damaged building, as chickens pecked among potted plants on the flat roof slanting at a severe angle.
Mayor Hsu Chen-wei previously said 48 residential buildings were damaged in the quake. Hendri Sutrisno, a 30-year-old professor at Hualien Dong Hwa University, spent Wednesday night in a tent inside a shelter with his wife and baby, fearing aftershocks.
"We ran out of the apartment and waited for four to five hours before we went up again to grab some important stuff such as our wallet. And then we're staying here ever since to assess the situation," he said.
Others also said they didn't dare to go home because the walls of their apartments were cracked or they lived on higher floors. Taiwanese Premier Chen Chien-jen visited some earthquake evacuees in the morning at a temporary shelter.
The earthquake was the strongest to hit Taiwan in 25 years, measured at magnitude 7.4 by the U.S. Geological Survey. 

    


Huang Shiao-en was in her apartment when the quake struck. "At first the building was swinging side to side, and then it shook up and down," she said.
The Central Weather Administration recorded more than 400 aftershocks from Wednesday morning into Thursday night. The national legislature and sections of Taipei's main airport suffered minor damage. 
Hualien was last struck by a deadly quake in 2018 which killed 17 people and brought down a historic hotel. Taiwan's worst recent earthquake struck on Sept. 21, 1999, a magnitude 7.7 temblor that caused 2,400 deaths, injured around 100,000 and destroyed thousands of buildings. 
___
This story has been corrected to say that Huang was in "her" apartment, not "his."
___
Leung reported from Hong Kong. Associated Press video journalist Taijing Wu contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/taiwan-earthquake-hualien-taroko-park-f7e6df36441dc3cde69038e0744aa01d
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In the aftermath of the Moscow concert hall attack, is a harsher era under Putin in the works?

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Saidakrami Murodali Rachabalizoda, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, is escorted by police and FSB officers in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the Moscow concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Saidakrami Murodali Rachabalizoda, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the Moscow concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Dalerdzhon Mirzoyev, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the Moscow concert hall, the bloodiest assault on the Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: Mukhammadsobir Faizov, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rosguardia (Russian National Guard) servicemen secure an area at the Crocus City Hall on the western edge of Moscow, Russia, on March 23, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (Alexander Avilov/Moscow News Agency via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | FILE - Rosguardia (Russian National Guard) servicemen secure an area at the Crocus City Hall on the western edge of Moscow, Russia, on March 23, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (Alexander Avilov/Moscow News Agency via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - A couple stand at a makeshift memorial in front of the Crocus City Hall on the western outskirts of Moscow, Russia, on March 26, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin lights a candle on March 24, 2024, to commemorate victims of a deadly attack two days earlier at the Crocus City Hall. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Dmitry Medvedev, deputy head of Russia's Security Council, speaks at a lecture at the 2024 World Youth Festival in Sochi, Russia, Monday, March 4, 2024. Medvedev later declared that if investigators prove Ukraine's involvement in the March 22 concert hall attack in Moscow, Russia should respond by deploying hit men to kill Ukrainian leaders. (Ekaterina Shtukina, Sputnik Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Dalerdzhon Mirzoyev, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shooting, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | FILE - Dalerdzhon Mirzoyev, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shooting, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Saidakrami Murodali Rachabalizoda, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shooting, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Saidakrami Murodali Rachabalizoda, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, is escorted by police and FSB officers in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the Moscow concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Saidakrami Murodali Rachabalizoda, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the Moscow concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Dalerdzhon Mirzoyev, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the Moscow concert hall, the bloodiest assault on the Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: Mukhammadsobir Faizov, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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Mukhammadsobir Faizov, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shootings, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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[image: FILE - Rosguardia (Russian National Guard) servicemen secure an area at the Crocus City Hall on the western edge of Moscow, Russia, on March 23, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (Alexander Avilov/Moscow News Agency via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - A couple stand at a makeshift memorial in front of the Crocus City Hall on the western outskirts of Moscow, Russia, on March 26, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin lights a candle on March 24, 2024, to commemorate victims of a deadly attack two days earlier at the Crocus City Hall. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Dmitry Medvedev, deputy head of Russia's Security Council, speaks at a lecture at the 2024 World Youth Festival in Sochi, Russia, Monday, March 4, 2024. Medvedev later declared that if investigators prove Ukraine's involvement in the March 22 concert hall attack in Moscow, Russia should respond by deploying hit men to kill Ukrainian leaders. (Ekaterina Shtukina, Sputnik Pool Photo via AP)]
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Dmitry Medvedev, deputy head of Russia's Security Council, speaks at a lecture at the 2024 World Youth Festival in Sochi, Russia, Monday, March 4, 2024. Medvedev later declared that if investigators prove Ukraine's involvement in the March 22 concert hall attack in Moscow, Russia should respond by deploying hit men to kill Ukrainian leaders. (Ekaterina Shtukina, Sputnik Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: FILE - Dalerdzhon Mirzoyev, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shooting, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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FILE - Dalerdzhon Mirzoyev, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shooting, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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[image: FILE - Saidakrami Murodali Rachabalizoda, a suspect in the Crocus City Hall shooting, sits in a defendants' cage in Basmanny District Court in Moscow, Russia, on March 24, 2024. The attack on the concert hall, the bloodiest assault on Russian soil in two decades, appears to be setting the stage for an increasingly harsh response by President Vladimir Putin. Four suspects in the attack appeared in court showing signs of brutal treatment while in custody. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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                                        Video and photos of suspects in a mass shooting show them apparently being brutalized by Russian security forces -- without any rebuke from authorities. A top Kremlin official urges that hit squads be sent to assassinate Ukrainian officials. Senior lawmakers call for restoring capital punishment, abolished decades ago.
The aftermath of the Moscow concert hall attack that killed 145 people in the bloodiest assault in Russia in two decades seems to be setting the stage for even harsher rule by President Vladimir Putin following his highly orchestrated electoral landslide last month.
Putin vowed to hunt down the masterminds of the March 22 attack that he linked to Ukraine despite Kyiv's vehement denials and a claim of responsibility by an offshoot of the Islamic State group. He warned ominously that terrorism is a "double-edged weapon."

    


Putin lieutenant Dmitry Medvedev declared that if Ukrainian involvement is proven, Moscow should respond by deploying hit men to kill the country's leaders "in Kyiv or any other convenient place."




The attack dealt a heavy blow to Putin less than a week after the vote that extended his rule for another six-years. It marked a major failure by his security agencies that were given an advance warning by the U.S. that extremists were planning an imminent attack.
Critics of the Kremlin argue that security forces are so focused on conducting the harshest crackdown on dissent since Soviet times that they are distracted from tackling real threats.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In an apparent attempt to divert attention from the security lapse and rally support for the war in Ukraine, Putin and his lieutenants alleged -- without evidence -- that the arrest of the four suspects near Ukraine indicated Kyiv's likely involvement.
The four, all citizens of Tajikistan, were detained by security forces in a forest about 140 kilometers (86 miles) from the Ukrainian border.

    


Video confessions of their involvement in the attack were released by Russian news outlets, but the veracity of those statements has been called into question because the men seemed to have been severely beaten and bore other signs of brutality when they appeared in court.
One had a heavily bandaged ear -- reportedly cut off during interrogation. Another had pieces of a plastic bag on his neck, a possible sign of attempts at suffocation. A third was in a wheelchair, barely conscious, accompanied by medical personnel.
Russian police and other security agencies have long been accused of torture, but many incidents also brought official condemnation, dismissals of those involved and criminal prosecutions.
In stark contrast, authorities refused to comment on the grisly video that emerged or the signs of maltreatment seen in court.
One video showed a man in combat fatigues cutting off part of one of the suspects' ear and forcing it into his mouth while threatening to do the same with his genitals. Another suspect was seen with his trousers pulled down and wires attached to his genitals.
The Associated Press was unable to verify the authenticity of the images, but Human Rights Watch said it determined the men in the photos and videos were the same as those in court for their pretrial hearings.

    


"The rapid and widespread sharing of these videos appears to be no accident but rather some kind of appalling boast by the Putin government of its brazen disregard for basic rights, fundamental humanity, and the rule of law," said Tanya Lokshina, HRW's associate director for Europe and Central Asia.
Kremlin propagandists sought to cast their treatment as a proper response to the massacre.
Margarita Simonyan, head of state-funded broadcaster RT, dismissed criticism and said the law enforcement personnel involved shouldn't face any punishment.
"Imagine yourself in place of our guys who were chasing those ghouls who just mowed down many, many of our fellow citizens," Simonyan said. "What were they supposed to do? Serve them some warm porridge and yogurt?"
Many observers saw the tacit endorsement of such brutality as an ominous sign of more to come.

    


"All that serves a double function -- a show of terror as a mechanism of intimidation and rallying hatred," political analyst Kirill Rogov said in a commentary. "It normalizes hatred as a response, including to those who have questions and disagreements."
Medvedev, deputy head of Russia's Security Council, who served as liberal-minded placeholder president in 2008-12, when term limits forced Putin to shift to the premier's seat, has turned recently into one of the harsher voices from the Kremlin.
In a commentary on his messaging app channel this week, he called for the extrajudicial killings of Ukrainian officials, arguing Russia should follow in the Soviet practice in the last century of assassinations, like those of Ukrainian nationalists Yevhen Konovalets and Stepan Bandera.

    


"What should we do? Simply crush the Banderite swine as the Soviet MGB did after the war," Medvedev wrote, referring to a forerunner of the KGB, "and liquidate their leaders on convenient occasions -- like Konovalets and Bandera -- in Kyiv or any other convenient places."
The concert hall attack also brought demands from hawks and some senior lawmakers to reinstate the death penalty, which has been suspended since 1996 when Russia joined the Council of Europe, the continent's leading human rights organization.
Calls for its restoration have circulated often, particularly after attacks blamed on insurgents from the region of Chechnya and other militant extremists. They increased after Moscow left the Council of Europe after its invasion of Ukraine.
Vladimir Vasilyev, head of the parliamentary faction of United Russia, the main Kremlin party, said the lower house would review restoring the death penalty, taking into account "society's mood and expectations."
Some Kremlin-connected lawmakers and others oppose the move, in an apparent sign of Putin's hesitation.
Andrei Klishas, the influential head of the constitutional affairs committee in the upper house of parliament, argued its restoration is impossible unless Russia approves a new constitution.
Andrei Medvedev, the deputy speaker of the Moscow City Council, said Russia should never bring back capital punishment because of its troubled history in the Soviet era.
"Regrettably, our judicial system isn't ideal and isn't immune from mistakes," he wrote in a commentary. "The country that saw repressions, Red Terror ... and executions of those who believed in God must forget about the death penalty once and for all."
Lidiya Mikheyeva, the secretary of the Public Chamber, a Kremlin-controlled advisory board, also spoke against reinstatement and reverting "to the times of savagery and barbarity."
"The abolition of the death penalty is one of our country's major historic achievements," she added.
Dmitry Kiselyov, a Russian state TV commentator, also hinted that Putin doesn't support its reinstatement. "It's good that Russia is led by Putin, for whom the life of each of our citizens is priceless," he said.
Despite those apparent doubts, many observers say the official tolerance of the harsh treatment of the suspects and calls for killing Russia's enemies herald an even more ruthless era.
Net Freedoms, a Russian group focusing on freedom of speech, noted that harsh statements from Putin and Medvedev coming amid "the backdrop of demonstrative torture effectively sanction extrajudicial executions and give law enforcement agencies a directive on how to treat the enemies."
"We are seeing the possible beginning of the new Great Terror," the group said, referring to the purges by Soviet dictator Josef Stalin of the 1930s. "There must be no illusions -- the developments follow a very bad scenario and the slide is rapidly accelerating."
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Oklahoma executes man convicted of double slaying in 2002

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - This Feb. 5, 2021, file photo provided by the Oklahoma Department of Corrections shows Michael Dewayne Smith, who is scheduled to be executed on April 4, 2024. (Oklahoma Department of Corrections via AP, File)]
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[image: Oklahoma Attorney General Gentner Drummond reads a statement on behalf of murder victim Janet Moore on Thursday, April 4, 2024, while standing between Moore's son, Phillip Zachary, Jr., and niece Morgan Miller-Perkins at the Oklahoma State penitentiary in McAlester, Okla., following the execution of Michael Dewayne Smith. The 41-year-old was sentenced to die for killing Moore and Sharath Pulluru in separate shootings in February 2002. (AP Photo/Sean Murphy)]
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                                        McALESTER, Okla. (AP) -- A man convicted of shooting and killing two people in Oklahoma City more than two decades ago was executed Thursday morning. 
Michael Dewayne Smith received a lethal injection at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary in McAlester and was pronounced dead at 10:20 a.m., Oklahoma Department of Corrections spokesperson Lance West said. 
After the first of three lethal drugs, midazolam, was administered, Smith, 41, appeared to shake briefly and attempt to lift his head from the gurney before relaxing. He then took several short, audible breaths that sounded like snores or gasps. Oklahoma DOC Director Steven Harpe said after the execution that Smith "appeared to have some form of sleep apnea."
A masked doctor entered the execution chamber at 10:14 a.m. and shook Smith several times before declaring him unconscious.
Smith appeared to stop breathing about a minute later. The doctor reentered the execution chamber at 10:19 a.m. and checked for a pulse before Harpe announced the time of death.

    


Smith was sentenced to die in the separate shooting deaths of Janet Moore, 41, and Sharath Pulluru, 22, in February 2002. He is the first person executed in Oklahoma this year and the 12th put to death since the state resumed executions in 2021 following a nearly seven-year hiatus resulting from problems with executions in 2014 and 2015.




Given the opportunity to say last words, Smith responded, "Nah, I'm good." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Moore's son Phillip Zachary Jr. and niece Morgan Miller-Perkins witnessed the execution from behind one-way glass. Attorney General Gentner Drummond read a statement on their behalf that said in part: "Justice has been served."
Drummond, in his own statement, called Moore "a rock for her family" and said Pulluru "was an inspiration to his family" as the first member to come to the United States for an education.
"Janet and Sharath were murdered simply because they were in the wrong place at the wrong time; that was all. I am grateful that justice has been served," Drummond said.

    


During a clemency hearing last month, Smith expressed his "deepest sorrows" to the victims' families, but denied he was responsible. 
"I didn't commit these crimes. I didn't kill these people," Smith said, occasionally breaking into tears during his 15-minute address to the board, which denied him clemency in a 4-1 vote. "I was high on drugs. I don't even remember getting arrested."
The U.S. Supreme Court on Thursday morning denied a stay of execution requested by Smith's attorneys, who argued that his confession to police was not sufficiently corroborated.
Prosecutors say Smith was a ruthless gang member who killed both victims in misguided acts of revenge and confessed his involvement in the killings to police and two other people. 
They claim he killed Moore because he was looking for her son, who he mistakenly thought had told police about his whereabouts. Later that day, prosecutors say Smith killed Pulluru, a convenience store clerk who Smith believed had disrespected his gang during an interview with a newspaper reporter.

    


Smith's attorney, Mark Henricksen, argued that Smith is intellectually disabled, a condition worsened by years of heavy drug use, and that his life should be spared and he should be allowed to spend the rest of it in prison. Henricksen said Smith was in a PCP-induced haze when he confessed to police and that key elements of his confession aren't supported by facts.
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Border Patrol must care for migrant children who wait in camps for processing, a judge says

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Two migrants, part of a small group, are seeing through the mesh of the border fence as they camp outside a gate in El Paso, Texas, Friday, May 12, 2023. Migrant children in makeshift camps along the U.S.-Mexico border who are waiting to be processed by Border Patrol are in the agency's custody _ something the agency had denied _ and said the Department of Homeland Security must quickly process them and place them in facilities that are ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Two migrants, part of a small group, are seeing through the mesh of the border fence as they camp outside a gate in El Paso, Texas, Friday, May 12, 2023. Migrant children in makeshift camps along the U.S.-Mexico border who are waiting to be processed by Border Patrol are in the agency's custody _ something the agency had denied _ and said the Department of Homeland Security must quickly process them and place them in facilities that are "safe and sanitary."(AP Photo/Andres Leighton, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Migrants are taken into custody by officials at the Texas-Mexico border, Jan. 3, 2024, in Eagle Pass, Texas. Migrant children in makeshift camps along the U.S.-Mexico border who are waiting to be processed by Border Patrol are in the agency's custody _ something the agency had denied _ and said the Department of Homeland Security must quickly process them and place them in facilities that are ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - Migrants are taken into custody by officials at the Texas-Mexico border, Jan. 3, 2024, in Eagle Pass, Texas. Migrant children in makeshift camps along the U.S.-Mexico border who are waiting to be processed by Border Patrol are in the agency's custody _ something the agency had denied _ and said the Department of Homeland Security must quickly process them and place them in facilities that are "safe and sanitary." (AP Photo/Eric Gay, file)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Migrant children who wait in makeshift camps along the U.S.-Mexico border for the Border Patrol to process them are in the agency's custody and are subject to a long-standing court-supervised agreement that set standards for their treatment, a judge ruled.
The issue of when the children are officially in Border Patrol custody is particularly important because of the 1997 court settlement on how migrant children in U.S. government custody must be treated. Those standards include a time limit on how long the children can be held and services such as toilets, sinks and temperature controls. 
Wednesday's ruling means the Department of Homeland Security must quickly process the children and place them in facilities that are "safe and sanitary."
The border camps have become a flashpoint between immigrant advocates and the federal government. The U.S. has said smugglers send migrants to the camps and argued that the children are not yet in Border Patrol custody because they haven't been arrested. Advocates say the U.S. government has a responsibility for the children and that Border Patrol often directs migrants to the camps, sometimes even driving them there.

    


Children traveling alone must be turned over within 72 hours to the U.S. Health and Human Services Department. That agency generally releases them to family in the United States while an immigration judge considers asylum. Asylum-seeking families are typically released in the U.S. while their cases wind through courts. 




"This is a tremendous victory for children at open air detention sites, but it remains a tragedy that a court had to direct the government to do what basic human decency and the law clearly require," Neha Desai, senior director of immigration at the National Center for Youth Law, said in a statement. "We expect CBP to comply with the court's order swiftly, and we remain committed to holding CBP accountable for meeting the most rudimentary needs of children in their legal custody, including food, shelter, and basic medical care." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Department of Homeland Security did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

    


U.S. District Judge Dolly Gee's decision could have far-reaching implications because of the changing face of who is coming to the United States. Decades ago, the typical person attempting to enter the U.S. was an adult male from Mexico seeking work. Now, families with children are increasingly making perilous journeys to the border seeking a new life. Caring for children puts different stresses on federal agencies more historically more geared toward adults. 
The legal challenge focuses on two areas in California: one between two border fences in San Diego and another in a remote mountainous region east of San Diego. Migrants who cross the border illegally wait under open skies or sometimes in tents or structures made of tree branches while short on food and water. When the number of migrants was particularly high last year, they waited for several days for Border Patrol agents to arrest and process them.

    


Gee said there was "significant evidence" that Customs and Border Protection, of which Border Patrol is a part, has physical control over minors at the outdoor locations. For example, CBP vehicles occasionally transport or drop off migrants to the camps and for a time, gave out wristbands to organize migrants by when they had arrived. 
The Justice Department said during a March 29 hearing that any agent who sends, or even escorts, migrants to the camps is "no different than any law enforcement officer directing heightened traffic to avoid disorder and disarray."
The judge ruled that the Customs and Border Protection's juvenile coordinator must maintain records on minors held in the agency's custody for more than 72 hours and that includes any time the minors spend in the camps. The agency must make sure that the treatment of minors at open-air sites complies with the 1997 agreement, Gee wrote.
Gee set a May 10 deadline for the juvenile coordinator to file an interim report about the number of minors held in open-air sites and how the agency was complying with the judge's order.
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In the coliseum of American over-the-topness, WrestleMania stands alone

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Hulk Hogan fires up the crowd between matches during WrestleMania 21 in Los Angeles, April 3, 2005. As WrestleMania approaches 40, it's never been bigger.(AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)]
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[image: FILE - World Wrestling Federation heavyweight champion Hulk Hogan, left, and Mr. T. appear at a news conference on Sunday, March 18, 1985, in New York's Madison Square Garden. From the start, WrestleMania was born to be different. (AP Photo/Corey Struller)]
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[image: FILE - Roman Reigns holds up the championship belt after defeating Triple H during WrestleMania 32 at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, April 3, 2016. Reigns appeared on the ]
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[image: FILE - Wrestling fans, under a Wrestlemania sign, watch a WWE Monday Night RAW event, March 6, 2023, in Boston. This year's WrestleMania may be just days away, but the marketing run up to WWE's biggest premium live event went into overdrive months ago. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- He surveyed the Arizona crowd that had paid to catch a wrestling glimpse of the planet's mightiest heavyweight, as measured in both box-office heft and ink-stained muscles. Then The Rock let the abuse fly. And as with so many public outbursts these days, attacking his opponents wasn't enough. He had to insult the people, too.
"The Rock did a little bit of research, and here's what he found out. This is the truth. This is a fact. The No. 1 city in America for cocaine and meth use is Phoenix, Arizona," The Rock said to a roaring crowd that seemed to revel in the insults. Then and only then did he lay the smack down on his WrestleMania opponents. 
Were The Rock's assertions true? Or just an engine for vigorous trash talk? Most importantly: Does anyone really care, as long as the entertainment value is cranked to 11 and WWE churns out more fans to watch and fork over cash for its signature spectacle, WrestleMania, unfolding in Philadelphia this weekend?

    


Along the murky lines that intertwine sports, entertainment and, yes, politics, the ethos of being bad has never been so good. Say what you want. Do you want. The public eats it up. And for decades, somehow, the garish world of professional wrestling has sat smack in the middle of it all.




Outside the ring, the Superman spandex traded for Clark Kent glasses and a leather jacket, Dwayne Johnson crafts his good-guy image to plug his movies, his tequila label, his men's care line, his football league -- business interests where the bottom line doesn't require calling the competition a bunch of "roody-poo candy-asses." But under the house lights each week on live TV, Johnson knows storylines are sold on his Hollywood heel persona.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I feel like everybody wants to be the good guy, the good girl. Everyone wants to be loved and cheered and considered the hero, which is great and it's natural," he says. "But, I have felt in my career, the rare air is when you have the opportunity to grab it by the throat, you don't let it go. And that's the opportunity to be a great bad guy."

    


WRESTLEMANIA AND ITS CULTURAL PULL
The Rock is set to headline one of two nights of the annual WrestleMania event this weekend in Philadelphia, where more than 70,000 fans each night are expected to pack the NFL stadium that is home to the Eagles. 
Banners of your favorite wrestlers, or the ones you love to hate, have smothered city street poles. Philly has been overrun by wrestling conventions, autograph signings, independent wrestling shows, podcast tapings, a 2K24 gaming tournament and all the other trappings that have turned the industry into a mainstream cultural phenomenon.
From the start, WrestleMania was born to be different.
Mr. T and Muhammad Ali helped pack Madison Square Garden in 1985, and "The Showcase of the Immortals" quickly turned a night of wrestling usually reserved for smoky arenas into the Super Bowl of entertainment. As WrestleMania approaches 40, it's never been bigger -- even with brainchild Vince McMahon a pariah and ousted from the company in the wake of a sex abuse lawsuit.

    


Yes, McMahon and Donald Trump even tangled at WrestleMania in 2007 in a "Battle of the Billionaires" match. 
"Donald Trump, to a certain extent, represents a great deal of Americana," McMahon said in 2007. "He's larger than life, which really fits into what the WWE is."
Maybe wrestling really does represent who we are as a nation. But even if you still scrunch your nose like you took a whiff of curdled milk over the very idea that anyone would like this flavor of wrestling, odds are you've still heard of The Rock and Hulk Hogan. Andre the Giant and John Cena. You've snapped into a Slim Jim because Randy Savage ordered you to, or let out a "Woooo!" at a hockey game like Ric Flair. Dave Bautista won a WrestleMania championship before he ever guarded the galaxy.
"Look at the way it was marketed in the 80s, when Vince McMahon really changed the whole industry forever," said author Brad Balukjian, whose new book is on 1980s WrestleMania stars. "He's got the action figures, he's got the cartoon and the bedsheets and the lunch boxes. He turned these guys into the Batmans and the Marvel Cinematic Universe of the 80s, in a way."

    


REVEL IN THE UNIVERSALLY ACCEPTED FAKERY
Fans have long been in on the con -- and embraced it. It's a mutual agreement forged for even paying customers to play their own roles in the four-sided ring performance. So they cheer. They boo. And despite all evidence to the contrary, they openly accept that each move is as legitimate a sporting action as anything found in a weeknight ballgame.
Wrestling pretended for so long to be on the up-and-up. Comedian Andy Kaufman drew gasps when he was slapped by wrestler Jerry Lawler on "Late Night with David Letterman." But the curtain was yanked open long ago. On Wednesday, Johnson and WWE Universal Champion Roman Reigns appeared on the "The Tonight Show" without any manufactured theatrics on their final hype job ahead of WrestleMania.

    


Former WWE star Dave Schultz slapped a "20/20" reporter in the 1980s for calling wrestling fake. Now ESPN, The Athletic, Sports Illustrated and CBS Sports have dedicated pages that report on both storylines and behind-the-scenes news, where the real drama is more likely found. Wrestling news is treated as seriously as any other sport's.
But is it? A sport, that is.
Debate the definition all you want. Wrestling -- a precursor to reality TV and all the Real Housewives -- isn't going anywhere. And its biggest fans are often the athletes who want to emulate the super-sized stars.
This week, Joel Embiid was about to divulge that he suffered from depression during an injury that cost him two months of his NBA career. But before the Philadelphia 76ers big man unburdened himself, he pulled on a WWE T-shirt emblazoned with the slogan of the wrestling company's most boorish faction, Degeneration X: "Suck It."
For pro wrestling, momentum is at hand. WWE's weekly television show "Raw" will move to Netflix next year as part of a major streaming deal worth more than $5 billion. That's some serious cash that even the "Million Dollar Man" Ted DiBiase would envy.
So go ahead. Sneer at wrestling. Or let go, turn a blind eye to the subterfuge and embrace Hulkamania and the frenzy that followed as a staple of the global sports landscape. Because it's not leaving the building anytime soon.
Consider John Kruk, retired Phillies star and team broadcaster. You'd think that the pinnacle moment of baseball each year would be a must-see for him. But if pro wrestling is coming to town, as he told wrestler Kofi Kingston on TV recently, other priorities prevail.
"If it was a World Series game, if the Phillies aren't participating, and wrestling was on," Kruk said, "I'm watching wrestling."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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ALS drug will be pulled from US market after study showed patients didn't benefit

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - This image provided by Amylyx Pharmaceuticals shows the drug Relyvrio. The maker of a drug for Lou Gehrig's disease that recently failed in a large study said Thursday, April 4, 2024 it will pull the medicine from the U.S. market, acknowledging it didn't help patients with the deadly neurological condition. (Amylyx Pharmaceuticals via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The maker of a drug for Lou Gehrig's disease that recently failed in a large study said Thursday it will pull the medicine from the market, acknowledging it didn't help patients with the deadly neurological condition.
Amylyx Pharmaceuticals announced it will voluntarily halt sales and marketing of the drug in the U.S. and Canada, where new patients will no longer be able to get a prescription. 
"While this is a difficult moment for the ALS community, we reached this path forward in partnership with the stakeholders who will be impacted and in line with our steadfast commitment to people living with ALS," company co-founders said in a statement. Patients already taking the therapy who wish to continue will be able to enroll in a program to receive it for free.
The Food and Drug Administration approved the much-debated drug, Relyvrio, in September 2022, following a years-long advocacy campaign by patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS. 

    


The drug's failure is a bitter disappointment for patients and advocates, who have pressed the FDA and other federal agencies to fund and approve more experimental therapies for the fatal muscle-wasting disease.




Relyvrio's withdrawal leaves just three ALS medicines available to U.S. patients, only one of which has been shown to extend survival by several months.
Cambridge, Massachusetts-based Amylyx also said Thursday it will lay off 70% of its more than 350 employees as part of a major restructuring effort. Company executives said they plan to continue studying Relyvrio and another experimental drug for several rare diseases, including Wolfram syndrome, which causes childhood diabetes and blindness.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Company shares climbed more than 7.5% in trading Thursday morning.
Amylyx said last month it was considering pulling its drug after a clinical trial in 600 patients failed to show any improvements in survival or other health measures, such as muscle strength or walking ability.

    


The company's voluntary action resolves what could have been a major dilemma for the FDA. The agency's regulators would not have had a clear path to quickly force the drug from the market if the company had refused to remove it. That's because the FDA granted the drug full approval, despite the preliminary nature of the company's data on effectiveness.
The 2022 approval was mainly based on results from one small, mid-stage study that was criticized by some of the agency's own internal scientists. Normally the agency requires two large, late-stage studies that show a clear benefit before granting approval. But at the time FDA officials explained that "regulatory flexibility" was appropriate when reviewing Relyvrio, "given the serious and life-threatening nature of ALS and the substantial unmet need."
The medication is part of a string of drugs for deadly, degenerative diseases that have won FDA approval in recent years despite questionable evidence they work.
ALS gradually destroys the nerve cells and connections needed to walk, talk, speak and breathe. Most patients die within three to five years of a diagnosis.

    


Relyvrio is a powder that combines two older drugs: a prescription medication for liver disorders and a dietary supplement associated with traditional Chinese medicine.
Amylyx faced criticism for pricing the drug at $158,000 for a year's supply. Sales were disappointing, with some patients discontinuing the medicine after only a few months.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Caitlin Clark of Iowa is the AP Player of the Year in women's hoops for the 2nd straight season

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Watch the moment Iowa star Caitlin Clark learned she was named the AP Player of the Year. Credit: Iowa Athletics
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    [image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates after defeating LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) reacts as time winds off the clock against LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark reacts to the crowd before cutting a piece of the net after Iowa defeated LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) reacts during the fourth quarter of an Elite Eight round college basketball game against LSU during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: West Virginia guard Lauren Fields (23) tries to steal the ball from Iowa guard Caitlin Clark in the first half of a second-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) steals the ball from Holy Cross guard Simone Foreman (24) in the second half of a first-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 23, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 91-65. (AP Photo/Matthew Putney)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) drives to the basket as she is double-teamed by Holy Cross guards Kaitlyn Flanagan (5) and Bronagh Power-Cassidy (13) in the second half of a first-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 23, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 91-65. (AP Photo/Matthew Putney)]
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[image: LSU guard Hailey Van Lith (11) tries to strip the ball from Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) during the second quarter of an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark, center, celebrates with teammates after Iowa defeated LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) reacts after hitting a three-point shot against LSU during the third quarter of an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) drives to the basket against the LSU during the second half of an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)]
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                                        Caitlin Clark is capping her illustrious college career with another record-breaking season and another set of prestigious awards.
The star guard from Iowa was honored Thursday as The Associated Press Player of the Year in women's basketball for the second consecutive year. 
Clark received 35 votes from the 36-member national media panel that votes on the AP Top 25 each week. Cameron Brink of Stanford received the other vote. Voting was done before March Madness began.
The 22-year-old Clark is the sixth player to win the award more than once and fifth to do it in consecutive seasons. 

    
        
    
The NCAA Division I career scoring leader set numerous records while helping Iowa reach the Final Four for a second consecutive season. A semifinal matchup with UConn awaits on Friday night in Cleveland.
Clark's play with her logo-depth 3-pointers and dazzling passes has captured the hearts of fans who showed up by the thousands wearing her No. 22 jersey whether Iowa was at home or on the road all season. 

    


"I think that's the best part about what I get to do. I grew up having those role models and aspiring to be where I am today," Clark said. "It's super special to see your impact not only in the state of Iowa but across the country. ... To be able to have that impact on the next generation is really special, and you just hope to dream and aspire to be like you one day and chase after all their dreams."





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opposing coaches have called her a generational talent and tried to stifle her creativity and scoring, but she averaged 31.9 points, 7.3 rebounds and 8.9 assists during the regular season to help Iowa go 29-4 and earn a No. 1 seed in the NCAA Tournament.
Her games have become appointment viewing for millions -- the Elite Eight rematch with LSU earlier this week was seen by more than 12 million, a record for any women's college basketball game -- and raised the profile of the sport even higher as it enjoys a surge in popularity. She is the presumptive No. 1 pick in the WNBA draft later this month, a slot held by the Indiana Fever.

    


Clark has been quick to credit her teammates and coach, and note that the women's game had stars like Lynette Woodard and Pearl Moore and many others long before she started dazzling fans in an era where scores of games are easily found on TV every season. 
Her college career will be come to an end this weekend and it has been quite a ride for the West Des Moines native.
"I feel like I've talked about her, like used every word imaginable to describe her," coach Lisa Bluder said. "She is spectacular. I don't know how else to describe what she does on the basketball court."
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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Biden tells Israel's Netanyahu future US support for war depends on new steps to protect civilians

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Speaking during a meeting with U.S. Republican members of Congress in Jerusalem, the Israeli Prime Minister said there was a "long tradition of the American-Israeli alliance", which he said was "more necessary now", not just because of Hamas, but because of "the terror axis of Iran". (Apr. 4)
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    [image: This combination photo shows President Joe Biden, left, on March 8, 2024, in Wallingford, Pa., and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Tel Aviv, Israel, Oct. 28, 2023. Biden and Netanyahu spoke Monday, March 18, in their first interaction in more than a month as the divide has grown between allies over food crisis in Gaza, conduct of war. (AP Photo)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden told Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Thursday that future U.S. support for Gaza war depends on new steps to protect civilians and aid workers.
Biden and Netanyahu spoke by phone days after Israeli airstrikes killed seven food aid workers in Gaza and added a new layer of complication in the leaders' increasingly strained relationship. 
"He made clear the need for Israel to announce and implement a series of specific, concrete, and measurable steps to address civilian harm, humanitarian suffering, and the safety of aid workers," the White House said in a statement following the leaders call. "He made clear that U.S. policy with respect to Gaza will be determined by our assessment of Israel's immediate action on these steps."
Biden in the call also told Netanyahu that an "immediate ceasefire is essential" and urged Israel to reach deal "without delay," according to the White House.

    


The leaders conversation comes as the World Central Kitchen, founded by restauranteur Jose Andres to provide immediate food relief to disaster-stricken areas, called for an independent investigation into the Israeli strikes that killed the group's staff members, including an American citizen.




The White House has said the U.S. has no plans to conduct its own investigation even as they called on Israel to do more to prevent the killing and wounding innocent civilians and aid workers as it carries out its operations in Gaza.
The war in Gaza began on Oct. 7, when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking around 250 people hostage.
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NATO marks its 75th birthday as Russia's war in Ukraine gnaws at its unity

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday 75 years of collective defence across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year and sorely tests the allies' resolve while rising populism gnaws at their unity. At a cake-cutting ceremony in Brussels, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his counterparts will mark the moment the alliance's founding treaty was signed on April 4, 1949, in Washington. A bigger celebration is planned when NATO leaders meet in Washington on July 9-11.
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            NATO FMs start meeting in Brussels to discuss continued support for Ukraine

        
        
            NATO is debating a plan to provide more predictable military support to Ukraine in coming years as better armed Russian troops gain control on the battlefield, the organization's top civilian official said. (Apr 03)
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NATO is debating a plan to provide more predictable military support to Ukraine in coming years as better armed Russian troops gain control on the battlefield, the organization's top civilian official said. (Apr 03)
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            Blinken arrives at NATO HQ to celebrate 75 years of the organisation

        
        
            NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday 75 years of collective defence across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year and sorely tests the allies' resolve while rising populism gnaws at their unity. At a cake-cutting ceremony in Brussels, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and his counterparts will mark the moment the alliance's founding treaty was signed on April 4, 1949, in Washington. A bigger celebration is planned when NATO leaders meet in Washington on July 9-11.
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    [image: NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, right, and Belgium's Foreign Minister Hadja Lahbib cut a cake during a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: Germany's Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, second right, speaks with Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba during a meeting of the NATO-Ukraine Council at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: NATO foreign ministers and other gather for a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 21 | NATO foreign ministers and other gather for a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 21
NATO foreign ministers and other gather for a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left, Sweden's Foreign Minister Tobias Billstrom, Germany's Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, Canada's Foreign Minister Melanie Joly, United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Luxembourg's Foreign Minister Xavier Bettel, British Foreign Secretary David Cameron and Poland's Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski attend a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: NATO foreign ministers begin to gather for a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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NATO foreign ministers begin to gather for a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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[image: Poland's Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski, center, addresses the audience as he stands behind the original Washington Treaty during a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: Two military personnel stand underneath the flags of NATO alliance members during wreath laying ceremony at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, center left, stands with NATO's Chairman of the Military Committee Admiral Rob Bauer and NATO Deputy Secretary General Mircea Geoana during a wreath laying ceremony at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, center left, stands with NATO's Chairman of the Military Committee Admiral Rob Bauer and NATO Deputy Secretary General Mircea Geoana during a wreath laying ceremony at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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[image: FILE - Belgium's Premier and Foreign Minister Paul-Henri Spaak, seated center, tests a new pen before signing the North Atlantic Pact in Washington, DC, April 4, 1949, flanked by Belgium's Ambassador to the U.S., Baron Silvercruys, left, and John W. Foley of the U.S. State Department. Seated behind, from left, are Britain's Ernest Bevin, Norway's Halvard Lange, Luxembourg's Joseph Bech, Iceland's Bjarni Benediktsson, Denmark's Gustav Rasmussen, U.S. President Harry S. Truman, U.S. Secretary of State Dean Acheson; Canada's Lester Pearson, France's Robert Schuman, Italy's Count Carlo Spforza, Holland's Dirk Stikker and Portugal's Jose Caeiro Da Matta. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sweden's Foreign Minister Tobias Billstrom, left, speaks with Turkey's Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan during a meeting of the North Atlantic Council in foreign ministers format at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]
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FILE - Sweden's Foreign Minister Tobias Billstrom, left, speaks with Turkey's Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan during a meeting of the North Atlantic Council in foreign ministers format at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)
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[image: FILE - Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses a media conference prior to a meeting of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - U.S. President Joe Biden, center, greets Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, left, prior to a round table meeting during an extraordinary NATO summit at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, March 24, 2022. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 21 | FILE - U.S. President Joe Biden, center, greets Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, left, prior to a round table meeting during an extraordinary NATO summit at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, March 24, 2022. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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FILE - U.S. President Joe Biden, center, greets Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, left, prior to a round table meeting during an extraordinary NATO summit at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, March 24, 2022. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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[image: FILE - U.S. soldiers, part of the NATO- led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), walk as a U.S. Chinook helicopter is seen on the back ground in Shindand, Herat, west of Kabul, Afghanistan, Saturday, Jan. 28, 2012. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Hoshang Hashimi, File)]
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[image: FILE - U.S. President Donald Trump checks his watch as NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg stands beside him, at the Art and History Museum at the Park Cinquantenaire in Brussels, July 11, 2018. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 21 | FILE - U.S. President Donald Trump checks his watch as NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg stands beside him, at the Art and History Museum at the Park Cinquantenaire in Brussels, July 11, 2018. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)
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FILE - U.S. President Donald Trump checks his watch as NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg stands beside him, at the Art and History Museum at the Park Cinquantenaire in Brussels, July 11, 2018. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)
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[image: FILE - NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, center left, speaks with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, on arrival prior to a meeting of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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FILE - NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, center left, speaks with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, on arrival prior to a meeting of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023. NATO is set to celebrate on Thursday, April 4, 2024, 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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[image: British Foreign Secretary David Cameron, second right, and Poland's Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski, second left, attend a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 21 | British Foreign Secretary David Cameron, second right, and Poland's Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski, second left, attend a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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British Foreign Secretary David Cameron, second right, and Poland's Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski, second left, attend a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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[image: /from left, Romania's Foreign Minister Luminita-Teodora Odobescu, Belgium's Foreign Minister Hadja Lahbib and British Foreign Secretary David Cameron cut a cake during a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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[image: NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg bangs a gavel to signify the start of a meeting of the NATO-Ukraine Council at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (Johanna Geron, Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Canada's Foreign Minister Melanie Joly, left, speaks with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken as they attend a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 21 | Canada's Foreign Minister Melanie Joly, left, speaks with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken as they attend a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    20 of 21
Canada's Foreign Minister Melanie Joly, left, speaks with United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken as they attend a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary of NATO at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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[image: The U.S. flag flaps in the wind as a plane flies over during wreath laying ceremony at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, April 4, 2024. NATO celebrates on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America as Russia's war on Ukraine enters its third year. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- NATO marked on Thursday 75 years of collective defense across Europe and North America, with its top diplomats vowing to stay the course in Ukraine as better-armed Russian troops assert control on the battlefield.
The anniversary comes as the now-32-nation alliance weighs a plan to provide more predictable longer-term military support to Ukraine. Plagued by ammunition shortages, Ukraine this week lowered the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its depleted ranks and appealed for additional air defenses to counter Russian ballistic missile attacks.
"I didn't want to spoil the birthday party for NATO, but I felt compelled to deliver a sobering message on behalf of Ukrainians about the state of Russian air attacks on my country, destroying our energy system, our economy, killing civilians," said Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, who attended a meeting of the NATO-Ukraine Council.

    


Kuleba thanked the allies for agreeing to begin identifying Patriot missile battery stocks that could be sent to Ukraine. The Patriot "is the only system that effectively intercepts ballistic missiles," he said.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, speaking before meeting with Kuleba, said that "support for Ukraine, the determination of every country represented here at NATO, remains rock solid."
"We will do everything we can, allies will do everything that they can, to ensure that Ukraine has what it needs to continue to deal with Russia's ongoing aggression against Ukraine, aggression that is getting worse with every passing day," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The fight that Ukraine has on its hands is not only Ukraine's fight, it's everyone's fight because the aggression being committed by Russia is not only an aggression against Ukraine and its people, it's an aggression against the very principles that lie at the heart of the international system," Blinken said. 





    


The Ukraine meeting, which ran significantly beyond its scheduled time, was held after a ceremony to mark the day NATO's founding treaty was signed: April 4, 1949, in Washington. A bigger celebration is planned when NATO leaders meet in Washington from July 9 to 11.
Hundreds of staffers filled the vast air terminal-like space at the center of NATO's sprawling Brussels headquarters, while scores of others looked down from glassed walkways and stairways as Belgian and Dutch military bands played the NATO Hymn, the original Washington Treaty laid before them.
"I like the Washington Treaty. Not least because it is very short," NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said with a smile. "Just 14 paragraphs over a few pages. Never has a single document with so few words meant so much to so many people. So much security. So much prosperity, and so much peace."
Sweden's foreign minister, Tobias Billstrom, was taking part in the first ministerial-level meeting since his country became NATO's 32nd ally last month. Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 drove Sweden and Finland into NATO's arms.

    


"NATO represents the freedom to choose," Finnish Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen said, reflecting on the way the Nordic neighbors recently joined. "Democratic nations, free people chose to join. Unlike how Russia expands its by aggression or by illegal annexation."
President Vladimir Putin said he launched the war, in part at least, because NATO was expanding closer to Russia's borders.
The alliance's ranks have almost tripled from its 12 founding members, but Finland and Sweden joined in record time to shelter under NATO's collective security guarantee.
That promise -- Article 5 of the Washington Treaty -- stipulates that an attack on any one of their number must be met with a united response. It's only ever been used once, after the Al-Qaeda attacks on U.S. soil in 2001.
In a statement, U.S. President Joe Biden hailed NATO as "the greatest military alliance in the history of the world."
"We must remember that the sacred commitment we make to our Allies -- to defend every inch of NATO territory -- makes us safer too, and gives the United States a bulwark of security unrivaled by any other nation in the world."

    


Among the more recent successes as it grew from the Cold War and after the Berlin Wall collapsed, NATO would count its 1999 air campaign against former Yugoslavia to end a bloody crackdown on separatist ethnic Albanians and its effort to avert near civil war in Macedonia in 2001.
At the other end of the scale lies the operation in Afghanistan. NATO took command of the security effort in 2003 and it became the longest, costliest and deadliest in alliance history. It was marked by a chaotic retreat in August 2021, many of the successes over almost two decades abandoned.
Today, Ukraine also wants a seat at NATO's table, but the alliance works on unanimity and there is no consensus on whether it should join. Most allies oppose membership while war rages on anyway. For now, NATO promises only that its door is open for Ukraine in the future.

    


NATO allies cannot agree on whether to arm Ukraine either. As an organization, the alliance only provides non-lethal support like transport vehicles, fuel, combat rations, medical supplies and demining equipment. However, many members provide arms and ammunition bilaterally or in groups.
The bulk of NATO's efforts since Russian troops began massing for the invasion has focused on reinforcing its own borders near Russia and Ukraine to dissuade Putin from targeting any of the allies next.
Article 5 was given perhaps its toughest test during Donald Trump's term as president of the United States - by far NATO's most powerful member country. Trump suggested the U.S. might not defend any NATO ally that failed to boost their own defense spending to at least 2% of gross domestic product, as all had agreed to do in 2014. 
Trump has repeated the threat during election campaigning this year. NATO predicts that 18 of its 32 members will reach that target this year, up from only 3 a decade ago.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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One Tech Tip: How to use apps to track and photograph the total solar eclipse

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Viewers use special glasses to watch from San Antonio, as the moon moves in front of the sun during an annular solar eclipse, or ring of fire, Oct. 14, 2023. The total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024 may be weeks away but businesses are ready for the celestial event with oodles of special eclipse glasses for sale, along with T-shirts and other souvenirs. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: FILE - People watch a total solar eclipse in La Higuera, Chile, Tuesday, July 2, 2019. Small towns and rural enclaves along the path of April's 2024 total solar eclipse are steeling for huge crowds of sun chasers who plan to catch a glimpse of day turning into dusk in North America. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix, File)]
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                                        Monday's total solar eclipse might become one of the most filmed and photographed events of the year.
As the moon passes in front of the sun, plunging a swath of North America into a few minutes of darkness, throngs will take pictures or videos of the moment. But powerful solar rays and drastic changes in lighting pose unique challenges in catching that perfect image.
Here are some pointers on how to get the best shot:
How can I find the best place to capture the eclipse?
First, get in the right position. You'll want to be as close as possible to the path of totality, which passes over Mexico's Pacific coast and ends in eastern Canada. Fifteen U.S. states get to see the full eclipse.
There are online maps to check if you'll be anywhere near the path. NASA's map shows how many minutes of totality there will be if you're inside the path depending on location, and how much of a partial eclipse you'll see if you're outside of it.

    


For spectators in Mexico and Canada, eclipse expert Xavier Jubier's website overlays the eclipse's path on Google Maps, which allows zooming into street level detail. 
Be ready to adapt to changing weather conditions. Use weather forecast and cloud coverage apps, including ones from the National Weather Service and Astrospheric, on the morning or the day before to find locations with clearer skies. 




What can I use to plan a good shot? 
With so many factors in play including cloud cover and the sun's position in the sky, planning is key to getting the best image.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are a host of smartphone apps for eclipse chasers. The American Astronomical Society has compiled a list of useful ones for both iOS and Android devices, including its own Totality app that shows your location on a map of the totality path.
The Solar Eclipse Timer uses your phone's GPS to play an audio countdown to the moment of totality and highlights key moments. The app's maker advises using a separate phone for taking photos.
Eclipse Calculator 2 for Android devices uses the phone's camera to depict how the event will look in the sky from your position, using lines overlaid on top of the camera image. For iPhone users, apps like Sky Guide and SkySafari have eclipse simulators. There are other iOS apps that use augmented reality to simulate the eclipse, but they're pricier and not yet on the society's list. 

    


How can I take a great photo of the eclipse?
Digital SLR cameras will produce the best photos. Their manual exposure controls and ability to add zoom lenses and accessories like remote shutter buttons will let you make great pictures.
Associated Press chief photographer Julio Cortez advises using a smaller aperture -- f11 or f17 -- to keep the focus "a little bit sharper." When he shot the 2017 total solar eclipse, he used an ISO setting of 1250 and 1/500 shutter speed. 
The rest of us have our smartphones.
NASA published detailed guidelines for smartphone eclipse photography in 2017 with the caveat that "smartphones were never designed to do sun and moon photography." That's because the wide-angle lenses on most devices won't let you capture close-up detail. But new phones released since then come with sophisticated sensors, multiple lenses and image stabilization software that give a better chance.

    


Some experts suggest HDR, or High Dynamic Range, mode, which takes a series of pictures at different light levels and then blends them into a single shot -- ideal for combining an eclipse's very dark and very bright areas.
But don't use flash. You can spoil the moment by ruining the vision of those around you whose eyes have adapted to darkness.
What will I need to protect against the sun? 
The American Astronomical Society advises using a solar filter to protect cameras against intense sunlight and heat.
You can buy a filter that screws onto DSLR lenses, but it will take time to remove when totality happens. Cortez made his own with cardboard, tinted film and fasteners that he can quickly rip off.
For smartphones, you can use a spare pair of eclipse glasses and hold it over the lens, or buy a smartphone filter. There's no international standard, but the society's website has a list of models it considers safe. Make sure macro mode is not on.

    


If you plan to shoot for an extended time, use a tripod. To line up his camera after mounting it on a tripod, Cortez uses a solar finder, which helps locate the sun without damaging your eyes or equipment.
Cortez also advises bringing a white towel to cover up your gear after setting up to keep it from overheating as you wait for the big moment.
Can I take a selfie with the eclipse?
It's very tempting to make a TikTok or Instagram-friendly eclipse video. Perhaps you want to selfie video, narrating into the camera while the cosmic ballet between sun and moon plays out over your shoulder.
Be careful: While you might think your vision isn't at risk because you're not looking at the sun, your phone's screen could reflect harmful ultraviolet light, eye experts have warned.
And if you're using a solar filter on the selfie camera, it will turn the picture dark and you won't show up.

    


___
Is there a tech challenge you need help figuring out? Write to us at [email protected] with your questions.
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US treasury secretary is in China to talk trade, anti-money laundering and Chinese 'overproduction'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is headed to a China determined to avoid open conflict with the United States, yet the world's two largest economies still appear to be hashing out the rules on how to compete against each other.
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            US Treasury Secretary arrive in Guangzhou to begin China visit

        
        
            US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen landed in Guangzhou on Thursday to start a follow-up visit to China in less than a year. (AP Video: Caroline Chen)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        US Treasury Secretary arrive in Guangzhou to begin China visit
US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen landed in Guangzhou on Thursday to start a follow-up visit to China in less than a year. (AP Video: Caroline Chen)



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                0:52

            
        

    
    
        
            Treasury secretary heads to China to talk trade, anti-money laundering and Chinese 'overproduction'

        
        
            U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is headed to a China determined to avoid open conflict with the United States, yet the world's two largest economies still appear to be hashing out the rules on how to compete against each other.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Treasury secretary heads to China to talk trade, anti-money laundering and Chinese 'overproduction'
U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is headed to a China determined to avoid open conflict with the United States, yet the world's two largest economies still appear to be hashing out the rules on how to compete against each other.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    8
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, left, shakes hands with Lisa Heller, U.S. Consul for Guangzhou after arriving at Guangzhou Baiyun Airport in southern China's Guangdong province, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is heading to a China that is determined to avoid open conflict with the United States. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, center, arrives on a plane at Guangzhou Baiyun Airport in southern China's Guangdong province, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is heading to a China that is determined to avoid open conflict with the United States. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, left, shakes hands with U.S. Ambassador to China Nicolas Burns as Chinese Ministry of Finance Vice Minister Liao Min looks on, after arriving at Guangzhou Baiyun Airport in southern China's Guangdong province, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is heading to a China that is determined to avoid open conflict with the United States. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)]
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                                        GUANGZHOU, China (AP) -- Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen arrived in China on Thursday for five days of meetings in a nation determined to avoid open conflict with the United States, yet the world's two largest economies still appear to be hashing out the rules on how to compete against each other.
There are tensions over Chinese government support for the manufacturing of electric vehicles and solar panels, just as the U.S. government ramps up its own aid for those tech sectors. There are differences in trade, ownership of TikTok, access to computer chips and national security -- all of them a risk to what has become a carefully managed relationship.
The 77-year-old Yellen, a renowned economist and former Federal Reserve chair, laid out to reporters the issues that she intends to raise with her Chinese counterparts during her five-day visit. Yellen begins her trip in Guangzhou and later moves to Beijing for meetings with finance leaders and state officials. Her engagements will include Vice Premier He Lifeng, Chinese Central Bank Governor Pan Gongsheng, former Vice Premier Liu He, leaders of American businesses operating in China, university students and local leaders.

    


Yellen, speaking to reporters Wednesday during a refueling stop in Alaska en route to Asia, said her visit would be a "continuation of the dialogue that we have been engaged and deepening" ever since U.S. President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping met in 2022 in Indonesia. She noted that it would be her third meeting with China's vice premier.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Yellen recently accused China of flooding global markets with heavily subsidized green energy products, possibly undercutting the subsidies the U.S. has provided to its own renewable energy and EV sector with funds provided by the Democrats' Inflation Reduction Act. She said she intends to repeat her concerns to Chinese officials that they're flooding the global market with cheap solar panels and EVs that thwart the ability of other countries to develop those sectors.

    


"We need to have a level playing field," Yellen told reporters. "We're concerned about a massive investment in China in a set of industries that's resulting in overcapacity."
Yellen didn't rule out taking additional steps to counter Chinese subsidies in the green energy sectors, adding, "It's not just the United States but quite a few countries, including Mexico, Europe, Japan, that are feeling the pressure from massive investment, in these industries in China."
The Treasury secretary's travels come after Biden and Xi held their first call in five months on Tuesday, meant to demonstrate a return to regular leader-to-leader dialogue between the two powers. The leaders discussed Taiwan, artificial intelligence and security issues.
The call, described by the White House as "candid and constructive," was the leaders' first conversation since their November summit in California, which renewed ties between the two nations' militaries and enhanced cooperation on stemming the flow of deadly fentanyl and its precursors from China.

    


Still, it appears to be difficult for the two countries to strike a balance between competition and antagonism.
For instance, Xi last week hosted American CEOs in Beijing to court them on investing in China. Meanwhile, Biden last August issued an executive order that instructed an inter-agency committee, chaired by Yellen, to closely monitor U.S. investment in China related to high-tech manufacturing.
Jude Blanchette, a China expert at the Center for Strategic & International Studies, said, "the Biden administration's efforts over the last year to stabilize the relationship are clearly working, but the main friction points all remain unresolved and will likely challenge the relationship for the foreseeable future."
"For the time being, a 'managed rivalry' might be the best we can hope for, given the potentially catastrophic consequences of the relationship really going off the rails," he said. 
Yellen last week said China is flooding the market with green energy that "distorts global prices," and plans to tell her counterparts that Beijing's increased production of solar energy, electric vehicles and lithium-ion batteries poses risks to productivity and growth to the global economy.

    


China began to broaden its presence in the global economy more than two decades ago, exporting cheap goods that appealed to U.S. consumers at the expense of factory jobs in many of those consumers' hometowns. Research by the economists David Autor, David Dorn and Gordon Hanson into what's known as the "China Shock" led to the steady demise of many factory towns, and in some cases led to greater political discontent.
Still, some experts see a benefit in an economic showdown to produce green products.
Shang-Jin Wei, a professor of Chinese business at Columbia University, says that a subsidy war could ultimately help consumers in both countries buy more climate-friendly products, which is an aim of the Biden administration.

    


"In contrast, a U.S. tariff on EV imports could raise the price of EVs in the U.S. and is therefore counterproductive for the purpose of inducing a green transition."
Yellen's trip will run from April 4 to 9. It's intended as a follow-up to Yellen's travel to China last July, which resulted in the launch of a pair of economic working groups between the two nations' finance departments to ease tensions and deepen ties.
But this visit falls in an election year, where tough talk on China has increased by Democrats and Republicans -- who criticize Chinese ownership of popular social media app TikTok, the nation's censorship and human rights record and hold a deep mistrust over recent acts of espionage such as hacking and the use of a spy balloon.
Scheherazade S. Rehman, a professor of International Business and Finance and International Affairs at George Washington University, said while "it's an election year, so all the rhetoric is going to be sharper, the U.S and China are in a symbiotic trading relationship and ultimately need each other."
China is one of the United States' biggest trading partners, and economic competition between the two nations has increased in recent years. Yellen stressed Wednesday that the United States has no interest in decoupling from China.
China's support of Russia as it continues its invasion of neighboring Ukraine is another issue that will come up during the meetings. As the U.S. and its allies sanction Russian officials and entire sectors of the Russian economy, like banking, oil production and manufacturing, trade between China and Russia has increased.
___
Associated Press writers Josh Boak in Washington and Ken Moritsugu in Beijing contributed to this report.
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                                        Throughout history, solar eclipses have had profound impact on adherents of various religions around the world. They were viewed as messages from God or spiritual forces, inducing emotions ranging from dread to wonder.
Ahead of the total solar eclipse that will follow a long path over North America on Monday, here's a look at how several of the world's major religions have responded to such eclipses over the centuries and in modern times.
Buddhism:
In the Tibetan Buddhist tradition, it is believed that the energy of positive and negative actions is multiplied during major astronomical events such as a solar eclipse.
According to the late Lama Zopa Rinpoche with the Foundation for the Preservation of the Mahayana Tradition, both lunar and solar eclipses are auspicious days for spiritual practice. He has said that the merit -- which represents the positive karmic results of good intentions and actions -- generated on lunar eclipses is multiplied by 700,000 and on solar eclipses by 100 million. Some of the recommended spiritual activities on these days include chanting mantras and sutras.

    


Christianity: 
Some Christians have believed that an eclipse portends the coming of the "end times" that will precede Christ's return to Earth as prophesized at various points in the Bible. One such passage is in the second chapter of Acts: "The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord."




There also has been a persisting belief among some Christians that an eclipse occurred during the crucifixion because three of the Bible's four Gospels mention a three-hour period of darkness as Jesus died.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining," says Luke 23:44.
It's been noted that a three-hour period of darkness doesn't suggest a solar eclipse, which produces only a few minutes of darkness.

    


But a recent commentary on ChurchLeaders.com -- a website supported by numerous prominent evangelical pastors -- said the darkness depicted in the three Gospels "represents a profound spiritual transition."
"The temporary obscuring of the sun, juxtaposed with the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, offers a powerful metaphor for the transient nature of despair and the eternal promise of salvation and rebirth," the commentary says.
Hinduism:
The origin of eclipses in Hinduism is explained in ancient legends known as puranas. In one legend, the devas and asuras, who symbolized good and evil respectively, churned the ocean to receive the nectar of eternal life. As one of the asuras, Svarbhanu, posed as a deva to receive the nectar, the Sun god (Surya) and Moon god (Chandra) alerted Mohini, an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, who then used a discus to behead Svarbhanu.
But because the asura had already consumed a portion of the nectar, his immortal but detached head and body lived on under the names Rahu and Ketu. Legend has it that Rahu occasionally swallows the sun and the moon because of the gods' part in his misery, causing solar and lunar eclipses.

    


Hindus generally regard a solar or lunar eclipse as a bad omen. Some observe fasts before and many do not eat during the period of the eclipse. Observant Hindus ritually bathe to cleanse themselves during the first and final phases of an eclipse. Some also offer prayers to ancestors. Most temples are closed for the duration of the eclipse. Devotees gather for prayers along pilgrimage sites near holy rivers during the onset of an eclipse. The event is considered to be a good time for prayer, meditation and chanting of mantras -- all believed to ward off evil.
Islam:
In Islam, a solar eclipse is a time to turn to God and pray. The eclipse prayer is based on narrations of sayings and actions of Prophet Muhammad.
Kaiser Aslam, Muslim chaplain at the Center for Islamic Life at Rutgers University, said one narration cited the prophet as saying: "The sun and the moon are two signs amongst the signs of Allah and they do not eclipse because of the death of someone. ... Whenever you see these eclipses pray and invoke (Allah)."

    


The story was that "after the death of the Prophet Muhammad's son, Ibrahim, his companions tried to comfort him by saying that the sun eclipsed due to the greatness of the loss," Aslam said. "The Prophet corrected them by reminding them that the sun and moon are signs of God and to not add any superstitions as to why an eclipse happens."
On April 8, Aslam will lead the "kusuf" prayer on campus. Customarily, there's a brief sermon after the prayer to explain the lessons behind it and dispel any superstitions around it, he added.
"It is a beautiful and meaningful prayer that emphasizes our relationship with God's creation, making sure to give our devotion to God, instead of incidental occurrences in God's creation," Aslam said.

    


Mahmoud Alhawary, an official with Al-Azhar's Islamic Research Academy in Cairo, said it's better for the eclipse prayer to be performed in congregation at the mosque, but that Muslims may also pray individually elsewhere.
The wisdom "is for the individual to seek refuge in God, requesting the lifting of this affliction," Alhawary said. "People should know that the occurrences of the whole universe are in God's hands."
Judaism:
The Talmud -- the collection of writings compiled more than 1,500 years ago that constitute Jewish religious law -- offers specific blessings for many natural phenomena, but not for eclipses. Instead, it depicts an eclipse as "an ill omen for the world."
On Chabad.org -- a website serving an Orthodox Jewish audience -- Chicago-based Rabbi Menachem Posner sought to view the Talmud passage in a modern context, given the consensus that eclipses are natural events that can be predicted centuries in advance.
"Eclipses should be opportunities to increase in prayer and introspection -- as opposed to prompting joyous blessings," Posner wrote. "It is a sign that we really could and should be doing better."
Writing in early March for the Orthodox Jewish education organization Aish, Rabbi Mordechai Becher noted that Judaism has longstanding interconnections with astronomy. He said there are three craters on the moon named after medieval rabbis with expertise in astronomy.
As for eclipses, Becher -- an instructor at Yeshiva University -- suggested they were made possible by God for a profound reason.
"He created a system that would remind us regularly that our choices can create darkness, even at times when there should be light," he wrote. "Our free will choices can create a barrier between us and the Divine light, but can also allow Divine light to be seen here."
___
Looking at a solar eclipse without glasses can be dangerous, here's what to know.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Family and friends recall dedication of World Central Kitchen aid workers killed in Gaza

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An aid group says an apparent Israeli airstrike hit its workers in Gaza, killing at least six international aid workers and their Palestinian driver. The World Central Kitchen food charity said early Tuesday that the seven killed included citizens of Australia, Poland, the United Kingdom and a U.S.-Canada dual citizen. (AP video/Abdel Kareem Hana, produced by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            World Central Kitchen releases photos of seven aid workers killed in Israeli airstrikes in Gaza

        
        
            World Central Kitchen charity has released photos of the seven aid workers who were killed in Israeli airstrikes in Gaza earlier this week.
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            Humanitarian group says Gaza is the "most lethal place" to deliver aid after IDF strike kills seven

        
        
            The International Rescue Committee's Ciaran Donnelly says Israeli airstrikes that killed seven international aid workers delivering food in Gaza further hurt severely limited humanitarian efforts in the besieged Palestinian territory. (AP Video Mohammad Jahjoud)(AP Production Tracy Brown)
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            Australian PM Albanese demands full accountability for Gaza aid workers' deaths

        
        
            Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said on Thursday that the death of Australian aid worker Zomi Franckom in an air strike in Gaza is "a catastrophic event."
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    [image: CORRECTS DATE - This combination of photos provided by World Central Kitchen/WCK.org, shows seven aid workers who were killed in Gaza Monday, April 1, 2024. Israeli airstrikes that killed the aid workers in Gaza reverberated around the world, as friends and relatives mourned the losses of those who were delivering food to besieged Palestinians with the charity World Central Kitchen. Top left to right: Palestinian Saifeddin Issam Ayad Abutaha, Lalzawmi ]
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                                        Israeli airstrikes that killed seven aid workers in Gaza reverberated around the world, as friends and relatives mourned the losses of those who were delivering food to besieged Palestinians with the charity World Central Kitchen.
Killed were three British nationals, an Australian, a Polish national, an American-Canadian dual citizen and a Palestinian. Some had traveled the world, participating in aid efforts in the aftermath of wars, earthquakes and wildfires.
Here's some information on those killed. 
SAIFEDDIN ISSAM AYAD ABUTAHA
Saifeddin Issam Ayad Abutaha, 25, had worked for World Central Kitchen as a driver and translator since the beginning of the year, relatives said. 
His brothers described him as a dedicated young man eager to help fellow Palestinians. 
He'd also been a successful businessman who conducted trade with Ukraine, Egypt, China and others, brother Abdul Razzaq Abutaha said. His work made him known on the Israeli side, his brother added, which helped in coordination and approval to assist the World Central Kitchen team in unloading the ship.

    


Saifeddin had hoped to get married. "My mother was looking for a wife for him," Abdul Razzaq Abu Taha said. "He was supposed to get married if the war didn't happen."




Saifeddin and other workers were excited about unloading the food aid, desperately needed in Gaza. The last time Saifeddin and his brother spoke, he said, they'd finished the job and he was heading home. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After hearing about the airstrikes, Abdul Razzaq Abutaha said he tried to call to see whether Saifeddin was OK.
After many attempts, he said, a stranger answered and told him, "I found this phone about 200 meters away from the car. All of the people inside are killed."
LALZAWMI 'ZOMI' FRANKCOM 
Friends and family remembered Lalzawmi "Zomi" Frankcom, 43, as a brave, selfless woman whose care for others drew her across the globe. For the last five years, she'd worked for Washington-based World Central Kitchen, taking her to the U.S., Thailand and her native Australia. 

    


"We mourn this fine Australian who has a record of helping out her fellow citizens, whether it be internationally or whether it be through the support that she gave during the bushfires that occurred during that Black Summer," Prime Minister Anthony Albanese told Australian Broadcasting Corp. "She is someone who clearly was concerned about her fellow humanity."
In a statement, relatives described Frankcom as an "outstanding human being" who was "killed doing the work she loves delivering food to the people of Gaza."
She was born in Melbourne and earned a bachelor's from the Swinburne University of Technology. For eight years, she worked for the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, the nation's largest bank.
Frankcom's social media highlighted visits to help those in need in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Romania and Haiti.
World Central Kitchen colleague Dora Weekley, who met Frankcom responding to Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas in 2019, described her as "larger than life." 
She recalled when Frankcom was invited to walk a Hollywood red carpet, for a documentary about World Central Kitchen that was nominated for an Emmy. 

    


"I remember getting a picture of her in a dress, saying, 'Hold onto this forever,'" Weekley told ABC. "Because usually I'm in sweats and runners, and I'm in Pakistan or Afghanistan or, you know, she could be anywhere, and never with her hair done or makeup done.
"She worked all hours, she gave everything, and she believed in helping people who were less fortunate."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Family and friends recall dedication of World Central Kitchen aid workers
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on the lives of the World Central Kitchen aid workers killed in Gaza by an Israeli airstrike the government says was a mistake.

    

DAMIAN SOBOL 
Damian Sobol, 35, was known as a cheerful, friendly and resourceful manager who quickly rose in World Central Kitchen's ranks. 
Hailing from the southeastern Polish city of Przemysl and studying hospitality there, Sobol had been on aid missions in Ukraine, Morocco, Turkey and, for the past six months, Gaza.
"He was a really extraordinary guy," said Marta Wilczynska, of the Free Place Foundation, which cooperates with World Central Kitchen. "We were very proud of him." 
Wilczynska met Sobol on the Polish side of the border with Ukraine, a few days after Russia's February 2022 invasion. He spoke English well and was a translator, and as a skilled manager, he could organize work in any condition, she said. 

    


"Always smiling, always so helpful, he loved this job. I felt I had a brother in him," Wilczynska said.
Free Place Foundation President Mikolaj Rykowski said Sobol was "the man for every task -- he could overcome every difficulty."
Posting on Facebook, Przemysl Mayor Wojciech Bakun said of Sobol's death that there are "no words to describe how people who knew this fantastic young man feel now."
JOHN CHAPMAN, JAMES HENDERSON AND JAMES KIRBY
The three British victims were military veterans who had been in dangerous situations before. They died providing security for the World Central Kitchen aid mission.
Kirby, 47, came from the port city of Bristol in southwest England and served in Bosnia and Afghanistan with the British Army before moving into private security work. According to his LinkedIn profile, he worked as a players' escort at the 2021 Wimbledon tennis tournament.

    


Kirby's cousin Amy Roxburgh-Barry called him an "all-round gentleman" who was planning to give his mother and aunt a surprise cruise after he returned from Gaza.
"It's just devastating that he's fought in these wars and come home with not a scratch, and then he goes out to do something helpful, and that's what happens," she told Sky News.
Chapman, 57, was a Royal Marines veteran whose family said in a statement that they were devastated to lose him.
"He died trying to help people and was subject to an inhumane act," they said. "He was an incredible father, husband, son and brother."
Henderson, who was 33 and known as Jim, was a former Royal Marine from Cornwall in southwest England, news outlets there reported. Sky News reported that he was due to leave Gaza on Monday, the day he was killed.
JACOB FLICKINGER
Jacob Flickinger was a 33-year-old dual citizen of the United States and Canada.
He served for more than 10 years in the Canadian Armed Forces and was deployed to Afghanistan, the military said in a statement. 
A GoFundMe page raising money to help his family said he had a partner and 1-year-old son at home. 
"It is an extreme loss to tell you a couple of days ago I lost my son, but in a way I'm not surprised because he was so into these type of missions, this type of work," his mother, Sylvie Labrecque, told The Associated Press. "There has been several times where I thought there was a strong possibility that his life was going to be short. He was kind of wild. He was very intense, but at the same time very smart."
Labrecque said Jacob had an American father and she is Canadian. She separated from Jacob's father after five years in New York and five in Miami. She wanted to raise her son in rural Quebec. 
She said Jacob's grandfather died fighting for the United States in World War II around the same age. 
She said her son leaves behind a 22-year-old girlfriend who is grieving at their home in Costa Rica.
Labrecque said she believes his aid convoy was deliberately targeted by IDF. "It was on purpose," she said. 
In Acapulco, Mexico, restaurants posted on social media that Flickinger was among workers who brought relief to their neighborhoods last fall after Hurricane Otis slammed the Pacific coast.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said the fact that he was killed "while delivering food to civilians in need, his death is absolutely unacceptable."
"At a time when humanitarian aid is so urgently needed in Gaza, Israel has an obligation to ensure the safety of aid workers. The world - and his loved ones - deserves an explanation as to how this happened," Trudeau said in a post on X. 
___
Earlier versions of this story gave the name of the Palestinian man killed as Saif Issam Abu Taha and his age as 27; that has been corrected to Saifeddin Issam Ayad Abutaha, 25, based on information from World Central Kitchen and his family. Also, in earlier versions of this story, Damian Sobol's age was reported as 36. It has been corrected to 35, based on details from World Central Kitchen.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/victims-aid-workers-gaza-world-central-kitchen-f79eccaf93e34e36d39ae16c848dde92



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Powerball jackpot jumps to $1.23 billion  | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Powerball jackpot jumps to $1.23 billion after another drawing without a big winner

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The numbers were drawn Wednesday night for an estimated $1.09 billion Powerball jackpot that ranks as the 9th largest in U.S. lottery history. Powerball drawing host Sam Arlen said at the time of the drawing that the jackpot had gone up to an estimated $1.131 billion.
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    [image: FILE - A Powerball lottery ticket is dipslayed seen inside a convenience store, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga. An estimated $1.09 billion Powerball jackpot that ranks as the 9th largest in U.S. lottery history will be up for grabs Wednesday night, April 3. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, FIle)]
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        AP AUDIO: Drawing nears for $1.09 billion Powerball jackpot that is 9th largest in US history.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports tonight is another chance for someone to finally win the Powerball jackpot worth almost $1.09 billion.

    

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- The Powerball jackpot has increased to an estimated $1.23 billion after another drawing without a big winner Wednesday night.
The numbers selected were: 11, 38, 41, 62, 65 and the Powerball 15.
The jackpot, which now ranks as the eighth-largest in U.S. lottery history, has been growing for more than three months, reflecting the long odds of 1 in 292.2 million of winning the top prize. Since the last player won the jackpot Jan. 1, there have been 40 consecutive drawings without anyone matching all six numbers and hitting it rich.
Lottery officials note that thousands of people have won smaller prizes, which range from $2 to $2 million.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The $1.23 billion prize is for a sole winner who chooses to be paid through an annuity with 30 annual payments. Winners almost always prefer the cash option, which for the next drawing Saturday night would be an estimated $595.1 million.
Powerball is played in 45 states plus Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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    [image: A farmer tends their fields in stifling temperatures as surrounding hills are choked by smoke from field and hill fires across the region, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Luang Prabang, Laos. Financial officials of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations were meeting in the city to discuss ways to secure financing to help shift to more sustainable and less polluting agriculture and energy. (AP Photo/Elaine Kurtenbach)]
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                                        LUANG PRABANG, Laos (AP) -- Senior finance and central bank officials from Southeast Asia and major economies met Thursday in the scenic Laotian city of Luang Prabang to discuss ways to help the region build resilience against shocks like the COVID-19 pandemic and natural disasters brought on by climate change.
The need for faster progress was dramatically apparent as the city and surrounding region were engulfed in heavy smoke from fires -- some set to clear forests for crops, some ignited by record high temperatures and tinder-dry conditions. The air quality index early Thursday was nearly 300, or "very unhealthy."
Laos and other countries in Southeast Asia have committed to seeking more sustainable ways to feed their people and power their economies. The question is where the money will come from to do that.
Green finance is among several items on the agenda of the finance meetings of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations related to countering the mounting impacts of global warming. The officials also were set for talks on an ASEAN infrastructure fund and disaster risk financing and insurance, according to the agenda provided by hosts of this week's meetings.

    


Also on the list, refining a "taxonomy" to help identify and agree on projects that support ASEAN's sustainability agenda and align with its climate change commitments and other goals.




The 10 member nations of ASEAN -- Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam -- range from tiny but wealthy Brunei and Singapore to big, fast growing economies like Vietnam and Indonesia. They have pledged to cut carbon emissions to help reduce the impact of climate change but are struggling to find ways to unlock financing needed to make that transition.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

ASEAN members are extremely vulnerable to extreme weather, drought and rising sea levels. Investments in clean energy need to increase by five to seven times, to more than $200 billion a year, according to various estimates. Laos and its neighbors also are contending with a raft of other regional troubles, including human trafficking, a growing illicit drug trade and fast-growing enclaves of online scam centers run by criminal syndicates.

    


A landlocked country of about 7.5 million people, Laos is rich in hydroelectric power, but its economy has been shrinking in recent years and its national finances are fraught -- strained by a heavy load of foreign and domestic debt, a weakening currency and inflation. 
Longstanding traditions and a lack of funding to persuade farmers not to rely on crop burning -- their most affordable option -- mean that progress is slow. The government has set a goal of reducing the number of fires by 35% by the end of 2025. Similar burning in neighboring Thailand, Myanmar and Cambodia leaves the region shrouded in heavy smog for weeks at a time during the spring.
Countries in the region have begun to build regional electricity grids as one step toward improving a balance between supply and demand. 

    


A higher priority for Laos, a Communist state where annual incomes average below $2,000 a person, is weaving itself into the wider regional economy of about 660 million people. Combined, the region is the world's fifth-largest economy at about $3.3 trillion. 
Like many countries in the region, Laos' economy has become increasingly entwined with that of China. Those ties have deepened with the building of a $6 billion high-speed railway that links to railways in southwest China's Yunnan province and eventually will be connected with a line running to Bangkok and the Gulf of Thailand. The downside: debts that are a heavy drain on the country's resources. 
Along with regional financial leaders, senior officials of major international financial institutions like the International Monetary Fund and Asian Development Bank, along with delegates from Japan, China, the U.S. and other major economies, are attending the talks in Luang Prabang.
U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen is not attending the talks, but traveling to China this week, where she will meet with American business leaders and Chinese officials in south China's Guangzhou and in Beijing.
Also in Beijing this week were Indonesia's President-elect Prabowo Subianto and the foreign ministers of Vietnam, Laos and East-Timor, which is aspiring to become an ASEAN member. The flurry of visits highlights rivalries for influence in the region. 
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[image: FILE - A woman and her dog walk past Kauffman Stadium, home of the Kansas City Royals baseball team, Wednesday, March 25, 2020, in Kansas City, Mo. Voter rejection of a stadium sales tax plan for the Kansas City Royals and Chiefs has raised questions about what happens next. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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[image: FILE- Fans fill Arrowhead Stadium as fireworks go off before an NFL football game between the Kansas City Chiefs and the Denver Broncos Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011, in Kansas City, Mo. Voter rejection of a stadium sales tax plan for the Kansas City Royals and Chiefs has raised questions about what happens next. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Like a loss in the playoffs, voter rejection of a stadium tax plan will force the Kansas City Royals and Chiefs to reevaluate their approach. 
The defeat Tuesday of a three-eighths cent sales tax to fund a new downtown Royals ballpark and renovate the Chiefs' Arrowhead Stadium was almost assuredly not the end of the matter. Other teams and cities have faced similar setbacks, and that hasn't slowed a wave of stadium construction underway across the U.S.
"The next page in the playbook, if they lose this referendum, would be to threaten to move," said Brad Humphreys, an economics professor at West Virginia University, who researches sports stadiums. 
But that doesn't mean relocation is imminent, or even likely.
Moving to a new stadium within the same region or another state is just one of several options. Teams could tweak their plans and ask voters again. They could build or renovate stadiums without public funds. Or they could avoid a referendum by seeking approval for public subsidies directly from a legislative body such as a city council, county commission or state legislature.

    


"Usually, team owners just find a new way to get money, and they'll go the legislative route," said Geoffrey Propheter, an associate public finance professor at the University of Colorado Denver. "Rarely do team owners just straight up leave." 


DECADES OF DECISIONS
From 1990 through 2023, voters cast ballots on 57 stadium and arena proposals across the country, approving 35 and rejecting 22, according to data compiled by Propheter.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In December, Oklahoma City voters overwhelmingly approved a 1% sales tax for six years to help fund a new downtown arena for the NBA's Thunder that is expected to cost at least $900 million. 
But last May, voters in the Phoenix suburb of Tempe rejected a proposal for a $2.3 billion entertainment district that would have included a new arena for the NHL's Arizona Coyotes. The defeat marked the latest seatback for the hockey team, which underwent a 2009 bankruptcy and is currently playing in a 5,000-seat arena shared with Arizona State University. 

    


The Coyotes haven't given up on the Phoenix area yet. The team is looking into bidding on a 95-acre tract in north Phoenix.
NO REFERENDUM NEEDED
Public subsidies for stadiums and arenas often get approved by elected officials without going on the ballot.
Last year, the Nashville City Council approved $760 million in local bonds to go along with $500 million in state bonds -- all to help finance a new $2.1 billion football stadium for the Tennessee Titans. There was no public referendum.
Construction also began last year on a new football stadium for the Buffalo Bills that's projected to cost more than $1.6 billion. A total of $850 million is coming from New York and Erie County, with no public referendum.
The proposal from the Royals and Chiefs went to voters because the Missouri Constitution requires a public vote on local taxes. Only voters in Jackson County got a say, because the proposed tax applied only to sales in that county.
Voter approval might not be necessary if the teams can finance their stadiums without a tax. One option is privately financed bonds, but those would still need a funding stream for repayments, said Brent Never, associate public affairs professor at the University of Missouri-Kansas City. 

    


MAKING AN END RUN
After losing elections, some teams subsequently sidestep voters to get new stadiums.
In 1997, voters in 11 southwestern Pennsylvania counties rejected a proposed half-cent sales tax to replace a stadium shared by the MLB's Pirates and NFL's Steelers with two separate facilities and to fund a convention center expansion. But the next year, a regional development district approved public financing for the new facilities without going back to voters. 
Similar scenarios played out elsewhere in the mid-1990s. When voters in King County, Washington, rejected a tax plan for a Seattle Mariners ballpark, owners threatened to put the team up for sale. Within a month, state lawmakers authorized a new financing plan for a new baseball stadium.

    


After Wisconsin voters rejected a sports lottery for a new Milwaukee Brewers ballpark, the state legislature authorized a regional sales tax to help pay for it. Last year, Wisconsin's governor signed a law authorizing an additional $500 million of public aid for stadium renovations, again without a voter referendum.
TRYING AGAIN
Teams sometimes bounce back from a stadium election loss to achieve victory with voters.
After Houston voters defeated a new downtown arena for the NBA's Rockets in 1999, supporters tried again the next year and easily won.
The San Francisco Giants are perhaps the greatest example of electoral persistence. 
Voters said "no" to new stadium plans twice in San Francisco, once in Santa Clara County and once in San Jose, before the Giants put forth a privately financed stadium that finally received voter approval for a needed San Francisco zoning change in 1996.

    


MOVING OUT
The Oakland A's received MLB approval last year to relocate to Las Vegas, following the path of the NFL's Oakland Raiders who were similarly lured by a new publicly subsidized stadium. But those deals didn't involve public votes. 
The NFL's Chargers are the most recent team to move following voter rejection of a stadium referendum. San Diego voters in 2016 defeated a plan to raise hotel taxes for a new football stadium and to expand a convention center. The Chargers then moved to a new privately financed stadium in Los Angeles, sharing it with the Rams, who relocated from St. Louis. 
The NBA's Charlotte Hornets moved to New Orleans in 2002 -- later rebranding as the Pelicans -- after voters defeated a sweeping plan to fund a new basketball arena, minor league baseball stadium, museums and cultural centers.
But just six months after the team left, the Charlotte City Council approved a plan for a new downtown arena without submitting it to voters. The NBA then awarded Charlotte an expansion team, which later assumed the Hornets name.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/royals-chiefs-stadiums-taxes-public-funding-f1381c8916144371b3037ebc5b2dcc47



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    The women's NCAA Tournament is having a big moment that has also been marred by missteps | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The women's NCAA Tournament is having a big moment that has also been marred by missteps

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A person measures the 3-point line as North Carolina State warms up before an Elite Eight college basketball game against Texas in the women's NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The 3-point line for the women's NCAA Tournament at Moda Center had a discrepancy in distance at each end of the court that went unnoticed through four games over two days before Texas and North Carolina State were informed of the problem ahead of their Elite Eight matchup on Sunday. (AP Photo/Anne Peterson)]
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[image: Southern California guard JuJu Watkins, right, shoots the ball over UConn guard Qadence Samuels, second from right, during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: UConn guard Paige Bueckers (5) shoots a 3-point shot during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: UConn guard Ashlynn Shade (12) shoots a 3-point shot during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: UConn assistant coach Jamelle Elliott, left, and head coach Geno Auriemma, right, react to a call during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: FILE - Utah women's head coach Lynne Roberts speaks during a press conference after a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. Police investigating racist incidents directed toward the Utah women's basketball team when they were near their Idaho hotel while in town last month for the NCAA Tournament said in a Wednesday, April 3, post on Facebook, they've found an audio recording, in which the use of a racial slur was clearly audible. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]
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[image: Notre Dame guard Hannah Hidalgo (3) reacts during the third quarter of a Sweet Sixteen round college basketball game against the Oregon State during the NCAA Tournament, Friday, March 29, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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    [image: A person measures the 3-point line as North Carolina State warms up before an Elite Eight college basketball game against Texas in the women's NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Portland, Ore. The 3-point line for the women's NCAA Tournament at Moda Center had a discrepancy in distance at each end of the court that went unnoticed through four games over two days before Texas and North Carolina State were informed of the problem ahead of their Elite Eight matchup on Sunday. (AP Photo/Anne Peterson)]
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[image: Southern California guard JuJu Watkins, right, shoots the ball over UConn guard Qadence Samuels, second from right, during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: UConn guard Paige Bueckers (5) shoots a 3-point shot during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: UConn guard Ashlynn Shade (12) shoots a 3-point shot during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: UConn assistant coach Jamelle Elliott, left, and head coach Geno Auriemma, right, react to a call during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: FILE - Utah women's head coach Lynne Roberts speaks during a press conference after a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. Police investigating racist incidents directed toward the Utah women's basketball team when they were near their Idaho hotel while in town last month for the NCAA Tournament said in a Wednesday, April 3, post on Facebook, they've found an audio recording, in which the use of a racial slur was clearly audible. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]
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[image: Notre Dame guard Hannah Hidalgo (3) reacts during the third quarter of a Sweet Sixteen round college basketball game against the Oregon State during the NCAA Tournament, Friday, March 29, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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Notre Dame guard Hannah Hidalgo (3) reacts during the third quarter of a Sweet Sixteen round college basketball game against the Oregon State during the NCAA Tournament, Friday, March 29, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- A huge disparity between the men's and women's weight rooms drew attention to the women's NCAA Tournament for all the wrong reasons in 2021, starting a conversation about equity that has carried over into today. Then this season brought the mismatched 3-point lines in Portland, Oregon.
The incorrectly drawn lines were among a series of miscues that have been a backdrop to what's otherwise been a big moment for women's basketball.
The issues have had little to do with the players on the court or the fans in the stands. There have been record-setting crowds and historic TV ratings, headline-grabbing moments from Caitlin Clark and JuJu Watkins, and the epic Elite Eight duels between Iowa and LSU, and UConn and USC.
It was only two seasons ago that the tournament's field grew to 68 teams just like the men's side, and the women were finally able to use the March Madness and Final Four branding that had previously been exclusive to the men. 

    


The exponential growth means that mistakes are possible along the way, UConn coach Geno Auriemma said. 
"The attention generated now on the sport is such that things like this are blown up. Maybe this was happening 10 years ago and nobody paid any attention to it. Maybe nobody was even smart enough to notice or pay attention," Auriemma said about the court issue. "It certainly doesn't take away from the performance of these kids and what they did. Sometimes things grow so fast and they explode so quickly that we hurry up and we miss a step."




The missteps began with Utah's experience in Idaho, where the team was housed in a hotel some 35 miles from the Utes' opening-round games in Spokane, Washington. While in Coeur d'Alene, the team said it was the target of racist slurs that were shouted at players as they walked to and from a team dinner. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The players were ultimately moved closer to Spokane, but there were questions about logistics, like why both men's and women's games were scheduled in a smaller city like Spokane with fewer hotels that meet the NCAA's standards for accommodations -- while there was also a girls' volleyball tournament for 800 teams in the city. 

    


Part of the answer lies in how the women's tournament is set up. The first two rounds are hosted by high-seeded schools, and the sites are announced in the week before the games begin. The cities hosting opening rounds for the men are determined years in advance. 
Lynn Holzman, NCAA vice president for women's basketball, told the AP that the selection committee was set to review the format in 2025, but possibly sooner. That was no consolation for Utah. 
"For our players and staff to not feel safe in an NCAA Tournament environment, it's messed up," Utah coach Lynne Roberts said. 
There were other, less serious embarrassments. In a first-round game between Chattanooga and N.C. State in Raleigh, a referee was pulled at halftime after it was revealed she had an apparent conflict -- a master's degree from Chattanooga. 
Notre Dame's Hannah Hidalgo was forced during a Sweet 16 game against Oregon State to remove her nose piercing that she had played with all season. It was unclear why she wasn't informed about a rule banning the piercing before the game. 

    


"It's tough because you know I was on a roll and having to sit out for five minutes because of a nose ring is BS," she said. 
The biggest lapse was the two different 3-point lines on the floor in Portland. One side's arc was about 9 inches short of regulation at its apex, a mistake by the contractor that makes the courts used throughout March Madness. 
"For an error of that magnitude to overshadow what has been an incredible two weekends of basketball featuring sensational teams and incredible individual performances is unacceptable and extremely upsetting," Stanford coach Tara VanDerveer said. 
Back in 2021, Oregon's Sedona Price caused a stir when she posted a video that went viral on social medial showing the inequity between the men's and women's weight rooms for the NCAA Tournament. The men's gym was fully equipped. The women's had a small set of barbells. 

    


The weight rooms were equalized by the NCAA. The 3-point line was also quickly addressed once it was discovered -- but not until after five tournament games had been played on the court. 
NCAA spokeswoman Meghan Durham Wright said in a statement that the organization "acted immediately to address isolated incidents that in no way affected the amazing accomplishments of the women competing in this tournament."
It's likely the NCAA will continue to face such issues as the women's game continues to grow. Clark and Iowa played the most-watched women's college basketball game on record. Iowa's 94-87 victory over LSU  on Monday night averaged 12.3 million viewers on ESPN, according to Nielsen. More viewing records will likely fall with the Final Four this weekend including a matchup between Clark and Paige Bueckers. 

    


And indeed there are concerns about the super regional format. While the men's tournament is divided into four regional locations, the women's teams are lumped into two on opposite sides of the country. 
With so many teams at one location, scheduling for practices and locker rooms becomes a challenge. Some teams, like UCLA and Oregon State, landed in Albany, while UConn was in Portland, making it more difficult for fans to attend. 
Auriemma was blunt. 
"With eight teams," he said, "it's kind of a mess."
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/march-madness-women-3point-line-fd6dea02ffbe10de2202739ff1c8155b
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Storms bear down on New England and East Coast as severe weather persists across the US

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands of homes and businesses were without power Tuesday as severe weather roared through several states, causing at least one death and spawning possible tornadoes.
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            Deadly severe weather roars through several states, spawning potential tornadoes

        
        
            Thousands of homes and businesses were without power Tuesday as severe weather roared through several states, causing at least one death and spawning possible tornadoes.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Deadly severe weather roars through several states, spawning potential tornadoes
Thousands of homes and businesses were without power Tuesday as severe weather roared through several states, causing at least one death and spawning possible tornadoes.
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            Aerial video shows storm damage near Atlanta

        
        
            Severe weather roared through several states, causing at least one death and spawning possible tornadoes. WSB-TV reports a radar-confirmed tornado touched down near Conyers in Rockdale County, Georgia early Wednesday morning.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Aerial video shows storm damage near Atlanta
Severe weather roared through several states, causing at least one death and spawning possible tornadoes. WSB-TV reports a radar-confirmed tornado touched down near Conyers in Rockdale County, Georgia early Wednesday morning.
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    [image: A tree sits uprooted and the roof is ripped off a home belonging to Johnny Carte on Lookout Road in Hico, W.Va., Wednesday, April 3, 2024, after a storm hit the area the day before. (Rick Barbero/The Register-Herald via AP)]
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[image: Greg Crist walks down Lookout Road in Hico, W.Va., Wednesday, April 3, 2024, as he looks over the damage from a storm that hit in the area the day before. (Rick Barbero/The Register-Herald via AP)]
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[image: Kay Persinger looks out over what was once her daughter's garage on Lookout Road in Hico, W.Va., Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Persinger was tucked down in the corner of the garage when a storm hit the area the day before. Persinger survived the storm but suffered a gash on her left leg and fractured two toes. (Rick Barbero/The Register-Herald via AP)]
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[image: Jamie Coleman looks over at her storage building, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, that blew over in her yard along Route 60 in Hico, W.Va., during a storm that hit the area the day before. (Rick Barbero/The Register-Herald via AP)]
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[image: In this image released by the Ohio Department of Transportation, a person is seen stranded on his vehicle in flood waters at I-270 and US 23 in Columbus' South Side, Ohio, Tuesday, April 3, 2024. Authorities said the driver drove around barricades on Wednesday morning around 8 a.m and stranded in high water. The barricades were placed since Tuesday afternoon as water from the Scioto River continued to rise due to heavy rainall in the region. (Ohio Department of Transportation via AP)]
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[image: Beaver Falls, Pa., firefighter Jason Tyger, right, gets some help carrying a woman from a boat after she was rescued from her flooded home on McKim Way in Franklin Township, Pa., Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (Lucy Schaly/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP)]
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[image: The Northshore riverwalk outside PNC Park in Pittsburgh is flooded by the overflowing Allegheny River Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A business in Sunbright, Tenn., is heavily damaged after a tornado passed through the area on Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (Saul Young/Knoxville News Sentinel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | A business in Sunbright, Tenn., is heavily damaged after a tornado passed through the area on Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (Saul Young/Knoxville News Sentinel via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14
A business in Sunbright, Tenn., is heavily damaged after a tornado passed through the area on Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (Saul Young/Knoxville News Sentinel via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers survey damage after a tornado damaged multiple buildings and homes in Sunbright, Tenn., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (Saul Young/Knoxville News Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Pedestrians push their umbrellas against the wind as rain falls in downtown Manhattan in New York on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. More severe weather is coming across the nation. A major spring storm is expected to drop more than a foot of snow in parts of New England on Wednesday, while heavy rains are likely to soak the East Coast. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]
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[image: MINOT April 3, 2024--Nicholas Farris digs a temporary drainage channel to manage water runoff and keep his driveway dry ahead of this week's storm on Wednesday, April 3, 2024 in Minot, Maine. More severe weather is coming across the nation. A major spring storm is expected to drop more than a foot of snow in parts of New England on Wednesday, while heavy rains are likely to soak the East Coast. (Andree Kehn/Sun Journal via AP)]
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[image: The canopy of a gas station is strewn about the ground, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, outside the Par Mar convenience store off Route 60 in Hico, W.Va., after a storm hit the area the night before. (Rick Barbero/The Register-Herald via AP)]
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[image: A display of giant baseballs lining the Northshore riverwalk outside PNC Park in Pittsburgh are partially submerged by the overflowing Allegheny River Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A large tree lays across the front yard of a house in the Hunting Creek neighborhood in Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. Severe storms passed through the area uprooting trees and cutting power to many areas. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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                                        TOMS RIVER, N.J. (AP) -- A major spring storm was expected to drop more than a foot of snow in parts of New England on Wednesday night, while heavy rains soaked the East Coast and cleanup work continued in several states wracked by tornadoes and other severe weather blamed for at least three deaths. 
The National Weather Service issued a winter storm warning for several states in New England, where 7 to 18 inches (18 to 46 centimeters) of snow were expected with some local amounts topping 24 inches (61 centimeters) at higher elevations. Parts of New Hampshire and Maine were expected to see the highest amounts.
A mix of rain and snow was falling throughout the region by early evening and was expected through Thursday night in many areas.
"It is now a rain/snow mix at the office, and we have received our first trace of snow for the storm ahead," the National Weather Service in Gray, Maine, said Wednesday night via X, formerly known as Twitter. "It won't be long before our ground turns white!"

    


Maine officials warned of difficult travel conditions, blackouts and minor coastal flooding.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: New England braces for major spring snowstorm as severe weather continues to sock US.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports, thousands of homes are without electricity after powerful storms roared through several states.

    

"Travel is discouraged during this storm due to unfavorable driving conditions," Pete Rogers, director of the Maine Emergency Management Agency, said in a statement. "Folks need to be prepared at home for the possibility of an extended power outage with emergency supplies, alternate power sources, and should charge their mobile devices in advance."




In New Hampshire, the U.S. Forest Service issued an avalanche watch through Friday afternoon for parts of the White Mountains including Mount Washington, the highest peak in the Northeast at 6,288 feet (1,917 meters). The service warned backcountry hikers and skiers that 30 inches (76 centimeters) of snow or more could fall at higher elevations and create dangerous avalanche conditions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

School districts and government offices throughout both states announced Thursday closures because of the storm.

    


There were coastal flood warnings and watches in areas from Maine to Long Island, N.Y., while wind gusts of up to 60 mph (about 97 kph) were expected in eastern Massachusetts, Rhode Island and coastal Connecticut. Heavy rains and severe thunderstorms were also expected to impact the Mid-Atlantic states and Florida.
Forecasters said heavy, wet snow would persist across Wisconsin and Upper Michigan into Thursday, with 6 to 10 inches (15 to 20 centimeters) overall possible in far-northern Wisconsin, 2 to 4 inches (5 to 10 centimeters) in Madison but just a trace in Milwaukee. Parts of Michigan's Upper Peninsula had already seen several inches, with overall accumulations of 2 feet (0.6 meters) or more expected.
The severe weather comes a day after thousands of homes and businesses were left without power as storms roared through several states.
Storms in northeastern Oklahoma on Tuesday unleashed three suspected tornadoes and dumped heavy rain that was blamed for the death of a 46-year-old homeless woman in Tulsa who was sheltering inside a drainage pipe.

    


In Kentucky, storms that spawned at least five tornadoes resulted in one death from a vehicle crash and left widespread damage in several counties, Gov. Andy Beshear said Wednesday. No other major injuries were reported, he said.
Tornadoes touched down in Nelson, Anderson and Jessamine counties and the city of Prospect on Tuesday, according to the weather service.
Beshear said surveyors were also looking at damage in four other counties to determine whether more tornadoes hit there, and over a dozen additional counties reported storm damage.
"We will get through this, and we'll get through it together," the governor said. "So many are hurting right now, and we want you to know we will be there for you."
In Rockdale County, Georgia, crews planned to survey damage to determine whether a tornado hit overnight, according to the weather service.
Carolyn Gillman rode out the storm in the bathroom in her house east of Atlanta. She heard a "big whoosh" and a "big crash," and rain coming into the home. 

    


"My living room has been impaled by a tree," Gillman told The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 
An EF-1 tornado also touched down in the northeast Tennessee town of Sunbright on Tuesday. Its path was about 2.8 miles (4.5 kilometers), and it was 150 yards (137 meters) wide, the weather service said. 
The twister damaged numerous residential and commercial structures, in addition to barns and trees, in the city of about 500 people. No injuries or deaths were reported.
Sunbright Mayor Karen Melton told the Knoxville News Sentinel that she drove downtown once the tornado had passed and found a family there.
"We had a young mother and father holding their babies, an infant and a 4-year-old, (when) the tornado ripped the roof of their apartment. ... It was just horrific and sad," Melton said. "But they were safe, she had some scratches, but the babies were safe."

    


In West Virginia, more than 103,000 homes and businesses remained without power Wednesday, mostly in the southern part of the state, according to poweroutage.us. Appalachian Power said some customers may not get service back until Thursday night.
Schools were closed in eight of West Virginia's 55 counties, and a state of emergency declared remained in place for several counties. Moderate flooding was forecast on the Ohio River, which was expected to crest nearly 6 feet (1.8 meters) above flood stage Thursday at Wheeling.
In Crisp County, Georgia, south of Atlanta, roads were closed as emergency workers assessed damage to multiple homes and buildings after a storm early Wednesday, authorities said.
Photos shared by the sheriff's office showed large trees atop one home and power lines draped across yards and roads. Residents were advised to limit travel due to the damage and possible gas leaks.
"We've been in there all morning surveying the damage, trying to make sure everybody in the homes are OK," county Sheriff Billy Hancock said via Facebook.
Between 2 and 3.5 inches (5.1 and 8.9 centimeters) of rain in western Pennsylvania since late Monday night led to flooding, and several homeless encampments along the Three Rivers Heritage Trail in Pittsburgh were abandoned.
On the other side of the state, a woman in her 80s was killed in the Philadelphia suburb of Collegeville on Wednesday when a tree fell on her car, Montgomery County Department of Public Safety official Todd Stieritz told WCAU-TV. 
Several counties in northeastern Ohio also saw minor to moderate flooding after three days of nearly continuous rain. Flood watches and warnings remained in effect, though conditions were expected to improve by Wednesday night.
___
Associated Press writers Rebecca Reynolds in Louisville, Kentucky, Dave Collins in Hartford, Conn., John Raby in Charleston, West Virginia, Jeff Martin in Atlanta, Adrian Sainz in Memphis, Tennessee, and Lisa Baumann in Bellingham, Washington, contributed to this report.
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    [image: A general view shows a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Friday, March. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The Palestinians want the Security Council to vote later this month on their revived request for full membership in the United Nations, despite the United States reiterating Wednesday that Israel and the Palestinians must first negotiate a peace agreement.
Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian U.N. ambassador, said 140 countries recognize the state of Palestine, and "we believe it is high time now for our state to become a full member at the United Nations."
The Palestinians are making a fresh bid for U.N. membership as the war between Israel and Hamas that began Oct. 7 nears its sixth month, putting the unresolved decades-old Palestinian-Israeli conflict in the spotlight after years on the back burner.
During the Cold War between the former Soviet Union and the United States, Mansour said, countries were blocked from joining the U.N., but they all eventually became members, including North Korea. The U.S. doesn't recognize North Korea but didn't block its admission, he said, and asked why conditions should be placed on Palestinian membership.

    


Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas delivered the Palestinian Authority's application to become the 194th member of the United Nations to then Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Sept. 23, 2011, before addressing world leaders at the General Assembly.




That bid failed because the Palestinians failed to get the required support of nine of the Security Council's 15 members. Even if they did, the United States, Israel's closest ally, had promised at that time to veto any council resolution endorsing Palestinian membership, saying this should follow a negotiated peace agreement between Israel and the Palestinians.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Palestinians then went to the 193-member General Assembly, where there are no vetoes, and by more than a two-thirds majority succeeded in having their status raised from a U.N. observer to a non-member observer state in November 2012.

    


Mansour asked the Security Council on Tuesday to consider during April the Palestinians' renewed application for membership, which was supported by the 22-nation Arab Group at the United Nations, the 57-nation Organization of Islamic Cooperation, and the 120-member Nonaligned Movement.
He told several journalists Wednesday that he expects the council's Standing Committee on New Members, which includes all 15 council nations, to meet behind closed doors to consider the application before the end of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on April 9.
Mansour said he then expects the Security Council to vote on the Palestinian request for full U.N. membership at its monthly meeting on the Middle East, being held at ministerial level April 18. 
Seven of the council's 15 members recognize the state of Palestine -- China, Russia, Ecuador, Mozambique, Algeria, Guyana and Sierra Leone.
U.S. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller was asked Wednesday whether the United States would veto full membership for Palestinians. "I am not going to speculate about what may happen down the road," he replied.

    


He said intensive diplomacy has taken place over the past few months to establish a Palestinian state with security guarantees for Israel, which the United States supports. But Miller said that should be done through direct Palestinian-Israeli negotiations, "something we are pursuing at this time, and not at the United Nations."
U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood pointed to another obstacle: The U.S. Congress has adopted legislation "that in essence says that if the Security Council approves full membership for the Palestinians outside of a bilateral agreement between Israel and the Palestinians ... (U.S.) funding would be cut off to the U.N. system."
"We're bound by U.S. laws," he told several reporters Wednesday. "So our hope is that they don't pursue that, but that's up to them."
Mansour, the Palestinian ambassador, said it is the Palestinians' "natural and legal right" to seek full U.N. membership and declared, "Let the process unfold."
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                    Emergency services on Wednesday continued rescue operations at the scene of a partially collapsed building at the epicentre of Taiwan's earthquake zone in Hualien City. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years has so far caused the deaths of at least nine people. The quake, which also injured hundreds, was centred off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed.
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            Taiwan emergency services carry out operation at partially collapsed building following earthquake

        
        
            Emergency services on Wednesday continued rescue operations at the scene of a partially collapsed building at the epicentre of Taiwan's earthquake zone in Hualien City. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years has so far caused the deaths of at least nine people. The quake, which also injured hundreds, was centred off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed.
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            Dashcam captures moment cars come to a stop on highway as powerful earthquake strikes Taiwan

        
        
            The strongest earthquake in a quarter-century has rocked Taiwan during the morning rush hour. Wednesday's quake killed at least nine people, stranded dozens of workers at quarries and sent some residents scrambling out the windows of damaged buildings. The quake also injured more than 1,000.
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            Taiwan Vice-President Lai visits quake epicenter and talks to rescuers

        
        
            Taiwan's Vice-President viewed the damage caused by the earthquake in Hualien City on Wednesday. The quake, which killed at least nine people and injured hundreds, was centered off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed.
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    [image: A man looks at the cordoned off site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: A rescue worker stands near the cordoned off site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)]
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[image: People evacuated from their homes sit outside the shelter after the main earthquake in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Thursday earlier morning, April 4, 2024. The strongest earthquake in a quarter-century has rocked Taiwan during the morning rush hour. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: People evacuated from their homes are accommodated in the tent area of the shelter after the main earthquake in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Thursday earlier morning, April 4, 2024. The strongest earthquake in a quarter-century has rocked Taiwan during the morning rush hour. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: Firefighters complete their mission and evacuate from the collapsed building during a rescue operation following an earthquake in Hualien City, eastern Taiwan, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. The strongest earthquake in a quarter-century has rocked Taiwan during the morning rush hour. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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[image: Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, Taiwan, on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, Taiwan, on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, Taiwan, on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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[image: Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 13 | Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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[image: In this photo released by the Taiwan Air Force Command, members of a search and rescue team prepare to deploy on a Taiwan Air Force C-130 from southern Taiwan's Pingtung military air base en route for Hualien on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Air Force Command via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | In this photo released by the Taiwan Air Force Command, members of a search and rescue team prepare to deploy on a Taiwan Air Force C-130 from southern Taiwan's Pingtung military air base en route for Hualien on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Air Force Command via AP)
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In this photo released by the Taiwan Air Force Command, members of a search and rescue team prepare to deploy on a Taiwan Air Force C-130 from southern Taiwan's Pingtung military air base en route for Hualien on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Air Force Command via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the Taiwan Presidential Office, Taiwan's President Elect and Vice President Lai Ching-te, center left in red, visits the site of a building partially collapsed after an earthquake in Hualien in eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Presidential Office via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | In this photo released by the Taiwan Presidential Office, Taiwan's President Elect and Vice President Lai Ching-te, center left in red, visits the site of a building partially collapsed after an earthquake in Hualien in eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Presidential Office via AP)
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In this photo released by the Taiwan Presidential Office, Taiwan's President Elect and Vice President Lai Ching-te, center left in red, visits the site of a building partially collapsed after an earthquake in Hualien in eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Presidential Office via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 13 | In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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[image: In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, residents rescue a child from a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 13 | In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, residents rescue a child from a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)
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In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, residents rescue a child from a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)
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[image: People evacuate to higher ground after a tsunami warning following a powerful earthquake in Naha, Okinawa prefecture, Japan, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands.(Kyodo News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | People evacuate to higher ground after a tsunami warning following a powerful earthquake in Naha, Okinawa prefecture, Japan, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands.(Kyodo News via AP)
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People evacuate to higher ground after a tsunami warning following a powerful earthquake in Naha, Okinawa prefecture, Japan, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands.(Kyodo News via AP)
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[image: In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a man checks a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands.(TVBS via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 13 | In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a man checks a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands.(TVBS via AP)
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In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a man checks a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands.(TVBS via AP)
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                                        TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- Taiwan was struck Wednesday by its most powerful earthquake in a quarter of a century. At least nine people were killed and hundreds injured, buildings and highways damaged and dozens of workers at quarries stranded. 

Taiwan is no stranger to powerful earthquakes yet their toll on the high-tech island's 23 million residents has been relatively contained thanks to its excellent earthquake preparedness, experts say. 

Here is a closer look at Taiwan's history of earthquakes:
WHY SO MANY TEMBLORS?



Taiwan lies along the Pacific "Ring of Fire," the line of seismic faults encircling the Pacific Ocean where most of the world's earthquakes occur.

The area is particularly vulnerable to temblors due to the tension accumulated from the interactions of two tectonic plates, the Philippine Sea Plate and the Eurasian Plate, which may lead to sudden releases in the form of earthquakes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    


    
        
    



            

        

    


The region's mountainous landscape can magnify the ground shaking, leading to landslides. Several such landslides occurred on Taiwan's eastern coast near the epicenter of Wednesday's quake near eastern Hualien County, when falling debris hit tunnels and highways, crushing vehicles and causing several deaths. 

    
        
    

    




HOW WELL-EQUIPPED IS TAIWAN TO HANDLE QUAKES?



Wednesday's earthquake measured 7.2, according to Taiwan's earthquake monitoring agency, while the U.S. Geological Survey put it at 7.4. It damaged several buildings in Hualien but caused only minor losses in the capital Taipei despite being strongly felt there.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The earthquake hit in the middle of the morning rush hour yet only slightly derailed the regular commute. Just minutes later, parents were again walking their children to school and workers driving to offices.

"Taiwan's earthquake preparedness is among the most advanced in the world," said Stephen Gao, a seismologist and professor at Missouri University of Science and Technology. "The island has implemented strict building codes, a world-class seismological network, and widespread public education campaigns on earthquake safety."

    



The government continually revises the level of quake resistance required of new and existing buildings -- which may increase construction costs -- and offers subsidies to residents willing to check their buildings' quake resistance.

Following a 2016 quake in Tainan, on the island's southwestern coast, five people involved in the construction of a 17-story high-rise apartment building that was the only major structure to have collapsed, killing dozens, were found guilty of negligence and given prison sentences.

Taiwan also is pushing quake drills at schools and workplaces while public media and cellphones regularly carry notices about earthquakes and safety. 

"These measures have significantly enhanced Taiwan's resilience to earthquakes, helping to mitigate the potential for catastrophic damage and loss of life," Gao said.
THE 1999 QUAKE WAS A WAKE-UP CALL






Taiwan and its surrounding waters have registered about 2,000 earthquakes with a magnitude of 4.0 or greater since 1980, and more than 100 earthquakes with a magnitude above 5.5, according to the USGS.

The island's worst quake in recent years struck on Sept. 21, 1999, with a magnitude of 7.7. It caused 2,400 deaths, injured around 100,000 and destroyed thousands of buildings.

    



It was also a major wake-up call that led to key administrative reforms to improve emergency response and disaster reduction, according to Daniel Aldrich, professor of political science and public policy at Northeastern University. 

"Observers strongly criticized Taiwan's response to the 21 September 1999 earthquake, arguing that it took hours for emergency medical response teams to arrive, that rescuers lacked training, and that the operations between government agencies were not well coordinated," he wrote in an email. As a result, the government passed the Disaster Prevention and Protection Act and set up two national centers to handle coordination and training for earthquakes. 

"I think we're seeing the results in this most recent shock," he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/taiwan-earthquake-explainer-hualien-8c3de7d63c964ae460424aa7e52581a2
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Fierce earthquake rattles Taiwan, killing 9 and injuring more than 1,000

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, leaving seven people dead. Damage was reported around the island but tsunami threats in Taiwan and Japan were later lifted. Taiwan's earthquake monitoring agency gave the magnitude as 7.2 while the U.S. put it at 7.4.
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            Taiwan Vice-President Lai visits quake epicenter and talks to rescuers

        
        
            Taiwan's Vice-President viewed the damage caused by the earthquake in Hualien City on Wednesday. The quake, which killed at least nine people and injured hundreds, was centered off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Taiwan Vice-President Lai visits quake epicenter and talks to rescuers
Taiwan's Vice-President viewed the damage caused by the earthquake in Hualien City on Wednesday. The quake, which killed at least nine people and injured hundreds, was centered off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed.
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            Taiwan emergency services carry out operation at partially collapsed building following earthquake

        
        
            Emergency services on Wednesday continued rescue operations at the scene of a partially collapsed building at the epicentre of Taiwan's earthquake zone in Hualien City. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years has so far caused the deaths of at least nine people. The quake, which also injured hundreds, was centred off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Taiwan emergency services carry out operation at partially collapsed building following earthquake
Emergency services on Wednesday continued rescue operations at the scene of a partially collapsed building at the epicentre of Taiwan's earthquake zone in Hualien City. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years has so far caused the deaths of at least nine people. The quake, which also injured hundreds, was centred off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed.
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            Emergency workers carry out rescue operation in epicenter of Taiwan earthquake zone

        
        
            Emergency services were on Wednesday carrying out rescue operations at the scene of a partially collapsed building at the epicentre of Taiwan's earthquake zone in Hualien City. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years has so far caused the deaths of at least nine people. The quake, which also injured hundreds, was centred off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed. (AP video by Johnson Lai)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Emergency workers carry out rescue operation in epicenter of Taiwan earthquake zone
Emergency services were on Wednesday carrying out rescue operations at the scene of a partially collapsed building at the epicentre of Taiwan's earthquake zone in Hualien City. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years has so far caused the deaths of at least nine people. The quake, which also injured hundreds, was centred off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed. (AP video by Johnson Lai)



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)]
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            Taiwan firefighters rush to the scene to rescue people trapped after strong earthquake jolts island

        
        
            Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, leaving seven people dead. Damage was reported around the island but tsunami threats in Taiwan and Japan were later lifted. Taiwan's earthquake monitoring agency gave the magnitude as 7.2 while the U.S. put it at 7.4.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Taiwan firefighters rush to the scene to rescue people trapped after strong earthquake jolts island
Taiwan's strongest earthquake in nearly 25 years rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, leaving seven people dead. Damage was reported around the island but tsunami threats in Taiwan and Japan were later lifted. Taiwan's earthquake monitoring agency gave the magnitude as 7.2 while the U.S. put it at 7.4.
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            Owner and her dogs woken up by tremors as Taiwan hit by strongest quake in nearly 25 years

        
        
            Owner and her dogs woken up by tremors as Taiwan hit by strongest quake in nearly 25 years


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Owner and her dogs woken up by tremors as Taiwan hit by strongest quake in nearly 25 years
Owner and her dogs woken up by tremors as Taiwan hit by strongest quake in nearly 25 years



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    15
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, Taiwan, on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 15 | Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, Taiwan, on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, Taiwan, on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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[image: In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a partially collapsed building is seen in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 15 | In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a partially collapsed building is seen in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)
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In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a partially collapsed building is seen in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)
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[image: In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a partially collapsed building is seen in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a partially collapsed building is seen in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)
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In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, a partially collapsed building is seen in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)
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[image: Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 15 | Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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[image: Passengers wait to board a south bound train as some train services were suspended in the aftermath of an earthquake in Taipei, Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | Passengers wait to board a south bound train as some train services were suspended in the aftermath of an earthquake in Taipei, Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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Passengers wait to board a south bound train as some train services were suspended in the aftermath of an earthquake in Taipei, Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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[image: In this photo released by the Taiwan Air Force Command, members of a search and rescue team prepare to deploy on a Taiwan Air Force C-130 from southern Taiwan's Pingtung military air base en route for Hualien on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Air Force Command via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | In this photo released by the Taiwan Air Force Command, members of a search and rescue team prepare to deploy on a Taiwan Air Force C-130 from southern Taiwan's Pingtung military air base en route for Hualien on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Air Force Command via AP)
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In this photo released by the Taiwan Air Force Command, members of a search and rescue team prepare to deploy on a Taiwan Air Force C-130 from southern Taiwan's Pingtung military air base en route for Hualien on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (Taiwan Air Force Command via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the Hualien City Government, a leaning building is cordoned off in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (Hualien City Government via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 15 | In this photo released by the Hualien City Government, a leaning building is cordoned off in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (Hualien City Government via AP)
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In this photo released by the Hualien City Government, a leaning building is cordoned off in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (Hualien City Government via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 15
In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 15 | In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare outside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team look for victims inside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team look for victims inside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team look for victims inside a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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[image: In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, residents rescue a child from a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, residents rescue a child from a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)
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In this image taken from a video footage run by TVBS, residents rescue a child from a partially collapsed building in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A powerful earthquake rocked the entire island of Taiwan early Wednesday, collapsing buildings in a southern city and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (TVBS via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare to enter a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare to enter a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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In this photo released by the National Fire Agency, members of a search and rescue team prepare to enter a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush Wednesday, damaging buildings and creating a tsunami that washed ashore on southern Japanese islands. (National Fire Agency via AP)
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[image: People walk along a sidewalk by a TV showing a breaking news on tsunami for Okinawa region and Earthquake damage in Taiwan Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Tokyo. Japan issued tsunami alerts Wednesday after a strong quakes near Taiwan. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | People walk along a sidewalk by a TV showing a breaking news on tsunami for Okinawa region and Earthquake damage in Taiwan Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Tokyo. Japan issued tsunami alerts Wednesday after a strong quakes near Taiwan. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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People walk along a sidewalk by a TV showing a breaking news on tsunami for Okinawa region and Earthquake damage in Taiwan Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Tokyo. Japan issued tsunami alerts Wednesday after a strong quakes near Taiwan. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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Rescue workers stand near the site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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[image: A rescue worker stands near the cordoned off site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | A rescue worker stands near the cordoned off site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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A rescue worker stands near the cordoned off site of a leaning building in the aftermath of an earthquake in Hualien, eastern Taiwan on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Taiwan's strongest earthquake in a quarter century rocked the island during the morning rush hour Wednesday, damaging buildings and highways. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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                                        HUALIEN, Taiwan (AP) -- The strongest earthquake in a quarter-century rocked Taiwan Wednesday morning, killing nine people, stranding dozens at quarries and a national park, and sending some residents scrambling out the windows of damaged buildings.

The quake, which injured more than 1,000, struck just before 8 a.m. and was centered off the coast of rural, mountainous Hualien County, where some buildings leaned at severe angles, their ground floors crushed. Just over 150 kilometers (93 miles) away in the capital of Taipei, tiles fell from older buildings, and schools evacuated students to sports fields as aftershocks followed.

Rescuers fanned out in Hualien, looking for people who may be trapped and using excavators to stabilize damaged buildings. The numbers of people missing, trapped or stranded fluctuated as authorities learned of more in trouble and worked to locate or free them. 

    



Some 70 workers who were stranded at two rock quarries were safe, according to Taiwan's national fire agency, but the roads to reach them were damaged by falling rocks. Six workers were going to be airlifted on Thursday. 

In the hours after the quake, TV showed neighbors and rescue workers lifting residents, including a toddler, through windows and onto the street. Some doors had fused shut in the shaking.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Strongest earthquake in 25 years rocks Taiwan, killing 9 people and trapping 70 workers in quarries
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on a strong earthquake in Taiwan.

    


Taiwan is regularly jolted by quakes and its population is among the best prepared for them. But authorities expected a relatively mild earthquake and did not send out alerts. The eventual quake was strong enough to scare even people who are used to such shaking.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    




    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


"I've grown accustomed to (earthquakes). But today was the first time I was scared to tears by an earthquake," said Hsien-hsuen Keng, who lives in a fifth-floor apartment in Taipei. "I was awakened by the earthquake. I had never felt such intense shaking before."

At least nine people died in the quake, according to Taiwan's fire agency. Most of the fatalities were caused by falling rocks, including four people who were struck inside Taroko National Park, according to the state Central News Agency. One died in a residential building that was damaged, the news agency said. 





    



A small tsunami washed ashore on southern Japanese islands but caused no damage.

At least 1,011 people were reported injured. Authorities initially lost contact with 50 hotel employees in minibuses in the park after the quake downed phone networks; three employees walked to the hotel, while the others remained stranded. About two dozen tourists were also stranded in the park, the state news agency said.

The quake and aftershocks caused many landslides and damaged roads, bridges and tunnels. The national legislature, a converted school built before World War II, and sections of the main airport in Taoyuan, just south of Taipei, also saw minor damage.

Hualien Mayor Hsu Chen-wei said 48 residential buildings were damaged in the city, which shares a name with the county. Hsu said water and electricity supplies were in the process of being restored. 

Taiwan's earthquake monitoring agency said the quake was 7.2 magnitude while the U.S. Geological Survey put it at 7.4. It struck about 18 kilometers (11 miles) from Hualien and was about 35 kilometers (21 miles) deep. Multiple aftershocks followed.

    



Traffic along the east coast was at a virtual standstill after the earthquake, with landslides and falling debris hitting tunnels and highways. Train service was suspended across the island of 23 million people, with some tracks twisted by the stress of the quake, as was subway service in Taipei, where sections of a newly constructed elevated line split apart but did not collapse.

The initial panic quickly faded on the island, which prepares for such events with drills at schools and notices issued via public media and mobile phone. Stephen Gao, a seismologist and professor at Missouri University of Science and Technology, said Taiwan's readiness is among the most advanced in the world and includes strict building codes and a world-class seismological network.

By noon, the metro station in the busy northern Taipei suburb of Beitou was again buzzing with people commuting to jobs and people arriving to visit the hot springs or travel the mountain paths at the base of an extinct volcano.

The earthquake was felt in Shanghai and provinces along China's southeastern coast, according to Chinese media. China and Taiwan are about 160 kilometers (100 miles) apart.

    





The Japan Meteorological Agency said a tsunami of 30 centimeters (about 1 foot) was detected on the coast of Yonaguni island about 15 minutes after the quake struck. Smaller waves were measured in Ishigaki and Miyako islands. All alerts in the region had been lifted by Wednesday afternoon.

Taiwan lies along the Pacific "Ring of Fire," the line of seismic faults encircling the Pacific Ocean where most of the world's earthquakes occur.

Hualien was last struck by a deadly quake in 2018 that killed 17 people and brought down a historic hotel. Taiwan's worst quake in recent years struck on Sept. 21, 1999, with a magnitude of 7.7, causing 2,400 deaths, injuring around 100,000 and destroying thousands of buildings. 

    



The economic fallout from the quake has yet to be calculated. Taiwan is the leading manufacturer of the world's most sophisticated computer chips and other high-technology items that are highly sensitive to seismic events. Parts of the electricity grid were shut down, possibly leading to disruptions in the supply chain and financial losses.

Taiwanese chipmaker TSMC, which supplies semiconductors to companies such as Apple, said it evacuated employees from some of its factories in Hsinchu, southwest of Taipei. Hsinchu authorities said water and electricity supplies for all the factories in the city's science park were functioning as normal.

___

Bodeen and Mistreanu reported from Taipei, Taiwan. Associated Press journalists Mari Yamaguchi in Tokyo, Ken Moritsugu in Beijing, Lorian Belanger in Bangkok, Jim Gomez in Manila, Philippines, Audrey McAvoy in Honolulu, and Fu Ting and Didi Tang in Washington contributed to this report. 

___

This story has been updated to correct that the 70 people stranded are in rock quarries, not coal mines.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/taiwan-earthquake-tsunami-f086aac0c3082036d1ca77c01828fb28
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Disney shareholders back CEO Iger and rebuff activists who wanted to shake up the company

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Disney chief executive Bob Iger arrives at the 96th Academy Awards Oscar nominees luncheon on Feb. 12, 2024, in Beverly Hills, Calif. During the company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Nelson Peltz and his Trian Partners. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Disney chief executive Bob Iger arrives at the 96th Academy Awards Oscar nominees luncheon on Feb. 12, 2024, in Beverly Hills, Calif. During the company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Nelson Peltz and his Trian Partners. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Guests pass a statue of Walt Disney and Mickey Mouse at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, July 14, 2023, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. During the company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Disney chief executive Bob Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Nelson Peltz and his Trian Partners. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | FILE - Guests pass a statue of Walt Disney and Mickey Mouse at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, July 14, 2023, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. During the company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Disney chief executive Bob Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Nelson Peltz and his Trian Partners. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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[image: FILE- Nelson Peltz is interviewed on Oct. 10, 2017 in Cincinnati. During the Disney company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Disney chief executive Bob Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Peltz and his Trian Partners. (Kareem Elgazzar/The Cincinnati Enquirer via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | FILE- Nelson Peltz is interviewed on Oct. 10, 2017 in Cincinnati. During the Disney company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Disney chief executive Bob Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Peltz and his Trian Partners. (Kareem Elgazzar/The Cincinnati Enquirer via AP, File)
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FILE - Disney chief executive Bob Iger arrives at the 96th Academy Awards Oscar nominees luncheon on Feb. 12, 2024, in Beverly Hills, Calif. During the company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Nelson Peltz and his Trian Partners. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Guests pass a statue of Walt Disney and Mickey Mouse at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, July 14, 2023, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. During the company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Disney chief executive Bob Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Nelson Peltz and his Trian Partners. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]
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FILE - Guests pass a statue of Walt Disney and Mickey Mouse at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, July 14, 2023, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. During the company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Disney chief executive Bob Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Nelson Peltz and his Trian Partners. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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[image: FILE- Nelson Peltz is interviewed on Oct. 10, 2017 in Cincinnati. During the Disney company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Disney chief executive Bob Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Peltz and his Trian Partners. (Kareem Elgazzar/The Cincinnati Enquirer via AP, File)]
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FILE- Nelson Peltz is interviewed on Oct. 10, 2017 in Cincinnati. During the Disney company's annual shareholder meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024, investors will decide whether to back Disney chief executive Bob Iger, or grant two board seats to activist investor Peltz and his Trian Partners. (Kareem Elgazzar/The Cincinnati Enquirer via AP, File)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Disney shareholders have rallied behind longtime CEO Robert Iger, voting Wednesday to rebuff activist investor Nelson Peltz and his ally, former Disney Chief Financial Officer Jay Rasulo, who had sought seats on the company's board.
The company had recommended a slate of directors that did not include Peltz or Rasulo.
The dissident shareholders had said in a preliminary proxy filing that they wanted to complete a "successful CEO transition" at Disney and align management pay with performance. Despite their loss, they declared a victory of sorts following the vote, noting that since Peltz's company, Trian Partners, started pushing Disney in late 2023, the entertainment giant has engaged in a flurry of activity, adding new directors and announcing new operating initiatives and capital improvement plans for its theme parks.

    


"Over the last six months, Disney's stock is up approximately 50% and is the Dow Jones Industrial Average's best performer year-to-date," Trian said in a statement. Shares in Walt Disney Co., which is based in Burbank, California, closed Wednesday down 3.1%.




The activist group previously said it wanted to see Disney achieve "Netflix-like" financial performance, specifically citing a 2027 target for Disney to raise a profit margin measure called EBITDA -- earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization -- to levels of 15% to 20%. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Disney is already operating at that level. In the quarter that ended in December 2023, Disney's EBITDA margin was 18%, according to data compiled by CapitalIQ. For the previous fiscal year that ended in September, Disney's EBITDA margin was 16.5%, according to the same data.
Disney announced in November 2022 that Iger would come back to the company as its CEO to replace his hand-picked successor, Bob Chapek, whose two-year tenure had been marked by clashes, missteps and weakening financial performance.
Iger was Disney's public face for 15 years as chief executive before handing the job off to Chapek in 2020, a stretch in which Iger compiled a string of victories lauded in the entertainment industry and by Disney fans. But his second run at the job has not won him similar accolades. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/disney-trian-iger-shareholder-vote-b1c406a9c988cb35f651c1dd4eb6f72f
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump speaks after hearing at New York Criminal Court, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. New York Judge Juan M. Merchan has scheduled an April 15 trial date in Trump's hush money case. (Brendan McDermid/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A judge on Wednesday rejected Donald Trump's bid to delay his April 15 hush money criminal trial until the Supreme Court rules on presidential immunity claims he raised in another of his criminal cases -- spurning another of the former president's ploys to put off the historic trial. Several more are pending.
Manhattan Judge Juan M. Merchan declared the request untimely, ruling that Trump's lawyers had "myriad opportunities" to raise the immunity issue before they finally did so last month, well after a deadline for pretrial motions had already passed.
The timing of the defense's March 7 filing "raises real questions about the sincerity and actual purpose of the motion," Merchan wrote in a six-page decision.
Lawyers for Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, had asked Merchan to adjourn the New York trial indefinitely until Trump's immunity claim in his Washington, D.C., election interference case is resolved.





    


Trump contends he is immune from prosecution for conduct alleged to involve official acts during his tenure in office. His lawyers have not raised that as a defense in the hush-money case, but they argued that some evidence -- including Trump's social media posts about former lawyer Michael Cohen -- is from his time as president and should be excluded from the trial because of his immunity protections. 
The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments on April 25 -- a week-and-a-half after the start of jury selection in the hush-money case.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump lawyer Todd Blanche declined to comment. The Manhattan district attorney's office also declined to comment. 
Trump first raised the immunity issue in his Washington criminal case, which involves allegations that he worked to overturn the results of his 2020 election loss in the run-up to the violent riot by his supporters at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 
Merchan, in his ruling, drew a distinction between the Washington case -- which he referred to as the Federal Insurrection Matter -- and the hush-money case he's overseeing.

    


In Washington, Trump is trying to use presidential immunity to get the charges thrown out on the grounds that he has "absolute immunity from federal criminal liability," the judge wrote. In the hush-money case, he said, Trump is trying to preclude evidence of what prosecutors said was his "pressure campaign" against Cohen and other witnesses.
The hush money case centers on allegations that Trump falsified his company's internal records to hide the true nature of payments to his former lawyer Michael Cohen, who helped Trump bury negative stories during his 2016 presidential campaign. Among other things, Cohen paid porn actor Stormy Daniels $130,000 to suppress her claims of an extramarital sexual encounter with Trump years earlier.
Trump pleaded not guilty last year to 34 felony counts of falsifying business records. He has denied having a sexual encounter with Daniels, and his lawyers argue the payments to Cohen were legitimate legal expenses and not part of any cover-up. 
The hush-money trial, the first of Trump's four criminal cases scheduled to go before a jury, was originally scheduled to begin March 25. Merchan postponed it until April 15 after Trump's lawyers complained about a last-minute document dump from a prior federal investigation into the matter that sent Cohen to prison.

    


Trump and his lawyers have continued to lobby for even more delays, parlaying gripes about Merchan and concerns about getting a fair trial in heavily Democratic Manhattan into eleventh-hour pleas for more time. It's the latest iteration of the strategy Trump proclaimed to TV cameras outside a pretrial hearing in February: "We want delays."
Trump's lawyers are again urging Merchan to step aside from the case, arguing in a letter to the judge this week that he may have a conflict of interest because of his daughter's work as a Democratic political consultant. Merchan rejected a similar recusal request last year. If he were to exit now, it would throw the trial schedule into disarray, with time needed to assign a new judge and get that person up to speed.

    


In other recent filings, Trump's lawyers argued that the trial should be delayed indefinitely until "prejudicial media coverage" of the case dissipates. They also contend that by seeking to make the case about the 2016 election, prosecutors in the liberal borough are "endeavoring to give jurors an opportunity for a referendum" on Trump's win in that race.
Prosecutors balked at that Wednesday, arguing that publicity about the unprecedented trial of the former president is "unlikely to recede" anytime soon. They blamed Trump's "own incessant rhetoric" for generating significant publicity, adding that "it would be perverse" to reward him with a delay "based on media attention he is actively seeking."
Prosecutors said the jury selection process -- with additional questions designed to weed out biased prospects -- will allow both sides to pick an impartial jury.

    


In his ruling Wednesday, Merchan wrote that Trump's failure to raise the immunity issue sooner strained credulity since the former president's lawyers had previously invoked presidential immunity in a failed bid last year to get the hush-money case moved from state court to federal court.
U.S. District Judge Alvin Hellerstein rejected Trump's claim that allegations in the hush money indictment involved official duties, writing last July, "The evidence overwhelmingly suggests that the matter was a purely a personal item of the President -- a cover-up of an embarrassing event."
"Hush money paid to an adult film star is not related to a President's official acts. It does not reflect in any way the color of the President's official duties," Hellerstein added.
The question of whether a former president is immune from federal prosecution for official acts taken in office is legally untested.
Prosecutors in the Washington case have said no such immunity exists and that, in any event, none of the actions alleged in the indictment count as official acts. The trial judge in Washington and a federal appeals court have both ruled against Trump.
__
Associated Press reporter Jennifer Peltz contributed to this report.
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                    The bodies of six foreign aid workers killed in a series of Israeli strikes have been transported out of the Gaza Strip ahead of their repatriation. The bodies were driven across the Egyptian border at the Rafah crossing on Wednesday. The three British citizens, a Polish citizen, an Australian and a Canadian American dual national worked for World Central Kitchen, an international charity. Their Palestinian driver was also killed. Israel has acknowledged carrying out the strikes by mistake and says it has launched an independent investigation. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Humanitarian group says Gaza is the "most lethal place" to deliver aid after IDF strike kills seven

        
        
            The International Rescue Committee's Ciaran Donnelly says Israeli airstrikes that killed seven international aid workers delivering food in Gaza further hurt severely limited humanitarian efforts in the besieged Palestinian territory. (AP Video Mohammad Jahjoud)(AP Production Tracy Brown)
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            Ship loaded with aid returns to Cyprus port following killing of charity workers in Gaza Strip

        
        
            A ship belonging to the Open Arms aid group, loaded with canned food destined to Gaza, returned to the Cypriot port of Larnaca on Wednesday. Cyprus, which has played a key role in setting up the maritime corridor, said three aid ships that had arrived on Monday were returning to the Mediterranean island nation with some 240 tons of undelivered aid, after seven aid workers were killed in Israeli strikes in the Gaza Strip. (AP video by Lefteris Pitarakis)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Ship loaded with aid returns to Cyprus port following killing of charity workers in Gaza Strip
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            Australian PM Albanese says he told Israeli PM Netanyahu Gaza aid worker's death 'unacceptable'

        
        
            Australia's Prime Minister Anthony Albanese expressed Wednesday his country's anger over the death of an Australian aid worker in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza. Lalzawmi "Zomi" Frankcom, 43, worked for Washington-based World Central Kitchen for the last five years and was among seven aid workers who were killed on Monday in Deir al-Balah.
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    [image: Israeli soldiers rest on top of their tank on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: A ship belonging to the Open Arms aid group and is one of three ships loaded with canned food destined to Gaza, has returned to the Cypriot port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Cyprus, which has played a key role in setting up the maritime corridor, said the ships that had arrived Monday were returning to the Mediterranean island nation with some 240 tons of undelivered aid, after Israeli airstrikes on aid workers delivering food in Gaza killed at least seven people. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: Members of the World Central Kitchen aid group, transports the body of one of the six foreign aid workers who were killed in an Israeli strike, at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: An ambulance carrying bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed Abudraa)]
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[image: Bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza, are seen on an ambulance as it crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed abudraa)]
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Bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza, are seen on an ambulance as it crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed abudraa)
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[image: Kibbutz Kfar Azza's rapid response team watch Gaza Strip from a position on the border in southern Israel, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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[image: An Israeli tank on its position on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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An Israeli tank on its position on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: A ship belonging to the Open Arms aid group and is one of three ships loaded with canned food destined to Gaza, has returned to the Cypriot port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Cyprus, which has played a key role in setting up the maritime corridor, said the ships that had arrived Monday were returning to the Mediterranean island nation with some 240 tons of undelivered aid, after seven aid workers were killed. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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[image: In this screen grab taken from video, the body of one of the six foreign aid workers killed in Israeli strikes is loaded into an ambulance in Gaza, Wednesday April 3, 2024. The bodies of six foreign aid workers killed in a series of Israeli strikes were transported out of the Gaza Strip and into Egypt on Wednesday ahead of their repatriation, Egypt's state-run Qahera TV reported. (AP Video)]
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In this screen grab taken from video, the body of one of the six foreign aid workers killed in Israeli strikes is loaded into an ambulance in Gaza, Wednesday April 3, 2024. The bodies of six foreign aid workers killed in a series of Israeli strikes were transported out of the Gaza Strip and into Egypt on Wednesday ahead of their repatriation, Egypt's state-run Qahera TV reported. (AP Video)
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[image: Police try to push back people in a protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group in Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Palestinians inspect a vehicle with the logo of the World Central Kitchen wrecked by an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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Palestinians inspect a vehicle with the logo of the World Central Kitchen wrecked by an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: A man displays blood-stained British, Polish, and Australian passports after an Israeli airstrike, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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A man displays blood-stained British, Polish, and Australian passports after an Israeli airstrike, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: The body of a person wearing a World Central Kitchen t-shirt lies on the ground at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, April 1, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: FILE - Jose Andres, a Spanish chef, and founder of World Central Kitchen unloads the humanitarian food packages delivered with WCK's truck in Kherson, Ukraine, on Nov. 15, 2022. World Central Kitchen, called a halt to its work in the Gaza Strip after an apparent Israeli strike killed seven of its workers, mostly foreigners. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: In this undated photo provided by Free Place Foundation and posted on Facebook on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, Zomi Frankcom of Australia, right, one of the seven aid workers from World Central Kitchen killed by an Israeli air strike in Gaza on Monday, poses for a picture with Mikolaj Rykowski, President of the Free Place Foundation. An Israeli airstrike on aid workers delivering food in Gaza has killed at least seven people. Among the dead are citizens of Australia, Poland, the United Kingdom and a U.S.-Canada dual citizen. (Free Place Foundation's Facebook via AP)]
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                                        Iranian leaders renewed their promise to hit back after an airstrike widely blamed on Israel destroyed Iran's Consulate in Syria, killing 12 people, including two elite Iranian generals. Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi said Wednesday the attack "will not remain without answer."

The U.S. is concerned the deadly strike in Damascus could trigger new attacks on American troops by Iranian-backed militias in Iraq and Syria, said Lt. Gen. Alexus Grynkewich, the top U.S. Air Force commander for the Middle East.

Iran and its allies -- including the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah and other armed groups in Syria, Iraq and Yemen -- have repeatedly traded fire with Israel and the U.S. since the start of Israel's war in Gaza. 

    









By attacking an Iranian diplomatic station, Israel's apparent escalation has raised fears that the devastating six-month war against Hamas could spill over into the entire Mideast region and beyond. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Iran promises payback for Israel's apparent strike that killed top generals.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on the lives of the World Central Kitchen aid workers killed in Gaza by an Israeli airstrike the government says was a mistake.

    


Israel faces growing isolation as international criticism mounts over its killing of six foreign aid workers this week who were helping deliver desperately needed food in Gaza. The United Nations says much of the population in northern Gaza is on the brink of starvation.

    



Israel's war in Gaza has killed nearly 33,000 Palestinians, the territory's Health Ministry says. The ministry doesn't differentiate between civilians and combatants in its tally, but says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead. The war began on Oct. 7, when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and taking around 250 people hostage.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Currently:

-- World Central Kitchen is saving lives with food but paying a price in blood.

-- Family and friends recall 'brave' and 'selfless' aid workers killed in Israeli airstrikes.

-- Killing of aid workers adds to pressure on the U.K. government to halt arms sales to Israel.

-- Yemen's Houthis may be running low on weapons stocks as attacks on ships slow, U.S. commander says.

-- Muslim American leaders reject chance to break bread with Biden as anger over Gaza festers.

-- Palestinians seek full U.N. membership again, but the U.S. is almost certain to block it for a second time.

-- Find more AP coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

Here's the latest:
U.N. SAYS ACUTE MALNUTRITION WORSENING FOR YOUNGSTERS IN NORTH GAZA



UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations children's agency says one-third of the children under age 2 in northern Gaza were suffering from acute malnutrition in March, adding that the figure "has more than doubled in the last two months."

UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Ted Chaiban told the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday that "dozens of children in the northern Gaza Strip have reportedly died from malnutrition and dehydration in recent weeks, and half the population is facing catastrophic food insecurity."

Chaiban said he saw "a staggering decline in the conditions of children" during his second visit to Gaza in January.

    



He pointed to widespread destruction of infrastructure, "a quasi-blockade" on the north, repeated denials or delays in getting Israeli approval for humanitarian convoys, and fuel shortages and electricity and telecommunications blackouts which have been "devastating for children."

Virginia Gamba, the U.N. special envoy for children in conflict, told the council that the latest U.N. report issued last year verified 3,941 cases where youngsters were prevented from getting food and other assistance. The highest figures, she said, were in Gaza and the West Bank, Yemen, Afghanistan and Mali.

Gamba said data gathered for the next report in June "shows we are on target to witness a shocking increase of the incidents of the denial of humanitarian access globally." In addition to the Palestinian territories, she pointed to Haiti where there are "high levels of arbitrary impediments and/or outright denial of humanitarian access to children."

U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said doctors in Gaza have reported being horrified at treating children suffering from war wounds and watching children die from acute malnutrition.

She said that "humanitarian assistance is desperately needed now, and it must be facilitated to mitigate the impact of an impending famine."

Thomas-Greenfield said that food and other aid is also urgently needed for children in Congo, Afghanistan, Sudan and Africa's Sahel region and for Rohingya Muslim youngsters in Myanmar.
AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER CRITICIZES ISRAEL'S KILLING OF AID WORKERS

    



MELBOURNE, Australia -- Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese says the Israeli airstrikes that killed six foreign aid workers in Gaza "stands in stark contrast" with Israel's statements that it is protecting lives.

Albanese said Thursday that Israel has given an insufficient and unacceptable explanation of how the World Central Kitchen charity vehicles moving at large distances apart were hit in succession, killing Australian Zomi Frankcom and her colleagues. 

"For them to lose their life in these circumstances is outrageous and completely unacceptable," Albanese told Australian Broadcasting Corp.

World Central Kitchen said it coordinated with the Israeli military over the movement of its convoy.

    



"One of the things that Israel says is that it is protecting people's lives, innocent people. Well, this stands in stark contrast as well as, of course, the many incidents affecting not just people who've come from overseas to provide aid, but, of course, Palestinians themselves, where we've seen extraordinary loss of life in Gaza," Albanese added.

Albanese noted that the United Nations Security Council last week issued its first demand for a cease-fire in Gaza as Israel proposes an invasion of the crowded border town of Rafah.
ISRAEL CALLS UP RESERVISTS TO STRENGTHEN AIR DEFENSE UNITS AS IRAN THREATENS REPRISAL 



JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it is calling up more reservists to beef up its air-defense unit. 

Wednesday's announcement comes as Iran has vowed to avenge an alleged Israeli airstrike in Syria this week that killed two Iranian generals. Israel has not commented on Monday's strike.

Iran possesses long-range missiles capable of reaching Israel, and its proxies and allies across the region, including Hamas, Islamic Jihad, Hezbollah and Yemen's Houthi militia, have large arsenals of rockets and missiles.

Israel has a number of defense systems designed to intercept various aerial threats. These systems have been stretched thin during the war in Gaza, with Iran's proxies launching thousands of rockets and missiles at Israel.
BIDEN AND NETANYAHU PLAN TO SPEAK THURSDAY, U.S. OFFICIAL SAYS



WASHINGTON -- President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are scheduled to speak on Thursday amid growing White House frustration with Israel's prosecution of the war in Gaza and in the aftermath of an Israeli airstrike that killed seven aid workers, according to a U.S. official familiar with planning for the call.

The official was not authorized to comment publicly and requested anonymity to discuss plans for the call, which came as a top White House official on Wednesday said the administration had no plans to carry out its own investigation of what led to the strikes that killed workers -- including an American citizen -- associated with celebrity chef Jose Andres' World Central Kitchen.

White House national security spokesman John Kirby told reporters that the Biden administration continues to support Israel's right to defend itself against Hamas. But Kirby said Israel must do more to prevent the killing and wounding innocent civilians and aid workers as it carries out its operations in Gaza. 

"As a modern military and a democracy, they have obligations to the innocent people of Gaza and they have not always have met those obligations," Kirby said. "We are concerned about the methods too."

Biden in a statement Tuesday expressed outrage over the incident and said he believes "Israel has not done enough to protect aid workers." The president added that it's a "major reason" why distributing humanitarian aid has been so difficult. Biden and Netanyahu last spoke on March 18.

Biden is also likely to reiterate his concerns about Netanyahu's plan to carry out an operation in the southern city of Rafah, where about 1.5 million displaced Palestinians are sheltering, as Israel looks to eliminate Hamas following the militant group's deadly Oct. 7 attack.

___

Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani contributed.
U.N. SUSPENDS NIGHTTIME AID CONVOYS IN GAZA FOR 48 HOURS DUE TO SECURITY CONCERNS



UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations has suspended humanitarian aid convoys moving during the night in Gaza for 48 hours following Israel's killing of seven aid workers, but it is continuing daytime operations to send trucks to the north where much of the population is on the brink of starvation.

U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters Wednesday that the nighttime suspension "for further evaluation" of security issues impacting aid workers on the ground began Tuesday and will end Thursday morning.

In the north "people are dying," he said, and "as famine closes in, we need humanitarian staff and supplies to be able to move freely and safely across the Gaza Strip."

The U.N. suspension followed the deadly Israeli strikes on a convoy of World Central Kitchen vehicles Monday as they were helping deliver food in Gaza. Israel says the strikes were "a mistake that followed a misidentification" and said it has launched an independent investigation.

On the health front, Dujarric said Israel has "denied, delayed or impeded" multiple requests by the U.N. World Health Organization over the past two weeks to visit Shifa Hospital in Gaza City. He said WHO made a new request Wednesday to Israeli authorities to facilitate a visit to the hospital in northern Gaza, once the territory's largest.

On Monday, the Israeli military withdrew from Shifa after a two-week raid saying it killed some 200 militants in close-quarters fighting and detained hundreds. Before and after satellite images showed the hospital's main buildings have been reduced to burned-out shells, and nearby apartment buildings were flattened.
ISRAELI WAR CABINET MEMBER CALLS ON NETANYAHU TO AGREE TO NEW ELECTIONS THIS YEAR



JERUSALEM -- A member of Israel's three-man war Cabinet has called on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to agree to new elections later this year.

Benny Gantz made the call in a news conference Wednesday. He says elections are needed to renew the public's faith in the government.

Israeli society has grown increasingly divided in recent months as the war in Gaza has dragged on and the government has struggled to return dozens of hostages held captive by Hamas.

This week, families of the hostages joined a broader protest movement seeking Netanyahu's resignation and new elections. Protests this week near Netanyahu's residence turned violent with clashes between demonstrators and police.

Gantz called for an agreed-upon date for elections in September -- two years ahead of schedule. He said that would leave time to continue the war against Hamas "while allowing the citizens to know that we will soon renew the trust between us and prevent a rift among the people."

Netanyahu has repeatedly rejected calls to step down or hold new elections in the wake of the Oct. 7 Hamas attack that sparked the war. He says the government must focus on the war.

Since Oct. 7, Netanyahu's popularity has plummeted in opinion polls, trailing far behind Gantz.

Gantz's message Monday does not pose an immediate threat. Netanyahu's governing coalition maintains a parliamentary majority even without Gantz's support.

Netanyahu's Likud Party accused Gantz of playing "petty politics," saying an election campaign would paralyze the country and hurt the war effort.
IRAN VOWS TO RETALIATE FOR ISRAELI STRIKE ON CONSULATE THAT KILLED MILITARY LEADERS



TEHRAN, Iran -- Iranian leaders on Wednesday reiterated their calls for revenge after an apparent Israeli airstrike killed five members of Iran's elite Revolutionary Guard this week, state media reported. 

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said Israel will continue to fail on the battlefield in Gaza, and its defeats will bring it closer to collapse.

"Desperate efforts like the act they committed in Syria will not save them from defeat and they will be slapped for the action, too," Khamenei was quoted as saying by the official IRNA news agency, during a meeting with officials Wednesday.

Meanwhile, Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi said the attack "will not remain without answer."

The airstrike Monday was widely blamed on Israel, and destroyed Iran's Consulate in Damascus. It's not clear if and when Iran would respond, but any retaliation from Tehran would risk a dangerous confrontation with Israel and the U.S. 

Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi said the attack "will not remain without answer."

In Syria, a funeral was held for the slain Revolutionary Guard members at a holy Shiite shrine in Damascus, media reported. The main funeral ceremony will be held Friday in Iran during an annual pro-Palestine rally, called al-Quds day.

The deadliest strike on an Iranian diplomatic site in decades appears to signify an escalation of Israel's targeting of Iranian military officials and their allies in Syria. Those Israeli strikes have intensified since Hamas militants -- who are supported by Iran -- attacked Israel on Oct. 7.

Under the 1961 Vienna convention on diplomatic immunity, the premises of a diplomatic mission are inviolable.
U.S. MILITARY IS 'CONCERNED' ABOUT IRAN'S POSSIBLE RETALIATION FOR ISRAELI STRIKE ON CONSULATE



WASHINGTON -- The U.S. is concerned that the airstrike widely blamed on Israel that destroyed Iran's Consulate in Damascus could trigger new attacks on American troops by Iran-backed militias in Iraq and Syria, the top U.S. Air Force commander for the Middle East said Wednesday. 

Lt. Gen. Alexus Grynkewich said Iran's assertion that the U.S. bears responsibility for Israeli actions could bring an end to the pause in militia attacks on U.S. forces that has lasted since early February. He said he sees no specific threat to U.S. troops right now, but "I am concerned because of the Iranian rhetoric talking about the U.S., that there could be a risk to our forces"

Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh said Tuesday that the U.S. assessed that the airstrike in the Syrian capital of Damascus was done by Israel. The strike killed 12 people, including two Iranian generals and a member of the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.

Grynkewich told reporters the U.S. is watching and listening carefully to what Iran is saying and doing to evaluate how Tehran might respond. Iran-backed militias in Iraq and Syria were launching repeated attacks on U.S. forces at bases in those countries late last year, and in late January killed three U.S. service members and injured dozens more at a base in Jordan.

In retaliation, the U.S. launched a massive air assault, hitting more than 85 targets at seven locations in Iraq and Syria, including command and control headquarters, drone and ammunition storage sites and other facilities connected to the militias or the IRGC's Quds Force, the Guard's expeditionary unit that handles Tehran's relationship with and arming of regional militias. There have been no attacks on U.S. troops in the region since that response.
U.S. SAYS IT CONTINUES TO SUPPORT ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF 



WASHINGTON -- White House national security spokesman John Kirby on Wednesday underscored that the Biden administration continues to support Israel's right to defend itself against Hamas following this week's Israeli strike that killed seven World Central Kitchen aid workers.

Still, Kirby said Israel must do more to not kill and wound innocent civilians and aid workers as it carries out its operations in Gaza. 

"As a modern military and a democracy, they have obligations to the innocent people of Gaza and they have not always have met those obligations," Kirby said. "We are concerned about the methods too."

The strikes on the charity's convoy highlighted what critics have called Israel's indiscriminate bombing and lack of regard for civilian casualties in Gaza. Israel blames Hamas for civilian deaths, saying it operates in populated areas.

Kirby, however, said the U.S. has no plans to conduct its own investigation of the strikes.

"We expect the Israelis to conduct a thorough and comprehensive, complete and transparent investigation," Kirby said. "We look forward to finding out the results of that investigation. And we'll move on from there."
CELEBRITY CHEF JOSE ANDRES CALLS ON ISRAEL TO OPEN LAND CROSSINGS



JERUSALEM -- Celebrity chef Jose Andres has called on Israel to open land crossings for aid and stop killing civilians.

Andres is the founder of World Central Kitchen, the international food charity whose seven workers were killed in a series of Israeli strikes late Monday.

In an op-ed published by Israel's mass-selling Yediot Ahronot on Wednesday, Andres wrote that "the Israeli government needs to open land routes to food and medicine today. It needs to stop killing civilians and aid workers today."

"After the worst terrorist attack in its history, it's time for the best of Israel to show up," he wrote, referring to Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that ignited the war in Gaza. "You cannot save the hostages by bombing every building in Gaza. You cannot win this war by starving an entire population."

He noted that his charity provides meals to those in need in all over the world, including in Israel after the attack that triggered the war.

Israel has acknowledged carrying out the strikes by mistake and says it has launched an independent investigation.

But Andres said the strikes, which killed six international aid workers and their Palestinian driver, "were not just some unfortunate mistake in the fog of war."

"It was a direct attack on clearly marked vehicles whose movements were known by the (Israeli military). It was also the direct result of his government's policy to squeeze humanitarian aid to desperate levels," Andres wrote. 

Israel has severely restricted access to northern Gaza, where experts say famine is imminent. Andres' charity and other aid groups suspended their operations after the deadly strike, saying it had become too dangerous to operate in Gaza.
IRAN WARNS ISRAEL OVER THE SYRIA STRIKE 



TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard has warned Israel over an airstrike that destroyed Iran's consulate in Damascus and killed 12 people, including two Iranian generals.

Gen. Ramazan Sharif, a spokesman for the guard, said Wednesday that "soon we will see deadlier blows to the Zionist regime and the Resistance Front will carry out its duties in this regard."

He appeared to be referring to Iran and its allies across the region, including the Lebanese Hezbollah and armed groups in Syria, Iraq and Yemen. They have repeatedly traded fire with Israel and the U.S. since the start of the war in Gaza, raising fears of a wider conflict.

Monday's airstrike on the Syrian capital was widely blamed on Israel, which has not said whether it was involved.

Sharif accused Israel of trying to avenge Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that triggered the war in Gaza, saying it "will get nowhere, and the motivation of our soldiers will be multiplied."

He also accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of using such strikes to divert public attention from "the racist nature of this regime." 
GERMANY IS CONCERNED ABOUT ISRAEL'S MOVE TO EXPEL AL-JAZEERA TV 



BERLIN - Germany is expressing concern about new legislation that clears the way for the closure of Al Jazeera's operations in Israel.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to push ahead with the removal of what he called a "terror channel" from the country on Monday after parliament passed the law.

The foreign ministry in Germany, a staunch ally of Israel, said Wednesday that it views the legislation "with concern." Spokesperson Sebastian Fischer said a free and diverse media landscape is a central tenet of liberal democracy, "and Israel understands itself as a liberal democracy."

Asked by an Al Jazeera reporter whether Germany agrees with Netanyahu's assessment of Qatari-based TV network, Fischer replied: "We have regularly given interviews on Al Jazeera, and wouldn't do that if Al Jazeera were a terror channel from our point of view."
ISRAELI POLICE SAY ARAB RESIDENT CARRIES OUT CAR-RAMMING ATTACK



TEL AVIV -- Israel police said an Arab resident from northern Israel carried out a car-ramming attack, wounding four police officers and attempting to stab security forces at a checkpoint before he was killed by police. 

The attack, carried out by a 26-year-old Palestinian citizen of Israel from the Arab town of Tira, occurred around 2 a.m. Wednesday.

The police were lightly wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. 

Palestinian citizens make up around 20% of Israel's population. They have citizenship, including the right to vote, but face widespread discrimination. They have close family ties to Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and Gaza and largely support the Palestinian cause, leading some Israelis to view them with suspicion. 

The attacks came amid heightened Israeli-Palestinian tensions during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. The Hamas militant group has called on Palestinians to attack Israelis during the month-long holiday. There have been several stabbing and ramming attacks at checkpoints during Ramadan and since the start of the war. 

Violence has surged in the occupied West Bank since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack triggered the war in Gaza.
ISRAEL SAYS 'MISIDENTIFICATION' LED TO GAZA STRIKES THAT KILLED AID WORKERS



JERUSALEM -- Israel's military chief says a deadly Israeli strike that killed seven aid workers in the Gaza Strip was the result of a "misidentification" in complex conditions.

Announcing the results of a preliminary investigation early Wednesday, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi expressed remorse over the killings and called the event a "grave mistake."

"It was a mistake that followed a misidentification - at night during a war in very complex conditions. It shouldn't have happened," he said. He gave no further details.

He said an independent body would conduct a "thorough investigation" that would be completed in the coming days, and said the army appreciates the "important work" of the World Central Kitchen.

He said the conclusions of the independent investigation would be implemented immediately and shared with World Central Kitchen and other "relevant" international organizations.

"We see great importance in the continued delivery of humanitarian aid, and we will keep working to facilitate this vital effort," he said.

World Central Kitchen said it had coordinated with the Israeli military over the movement of its cars. Three vehicles that were moving at large distances apart were hit in succession. They were left incinerated and mangled, indicating multiple targeted strikes. 

At least one of the vehicles had the charity's logo printed across its roof to make it identifiable from the air, and the ordnance punched a large hole through the roof.

The strikes on the charity's convoy highlighted what critics say is Israel's indiscriminate bombing and lack of regard for civilian casualties in Gaza. Israeli authorities blame Hamas militants for civilian deaths because the fighters operate in populated areas.
AUSTRALIAN LEADER SAYS ISRAEL PROMISES 'FULL TRANSPARENCY' INTO AID WORKERS' KILLING



MELBOURNE, Australia -- Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese says his Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu has provided an undertaking for "full transparency" in an investigation of how seven aid workers including an Australian woman who were killed by airstrikes in Gaza.

Albanese said he had "expressed Australia's anger and concern" over Zomi Frankcom's death in a phone call with Netanyahu on Wednesday.

"I emphasized the importance of full accountability and transparency and Prime Minister Netanyahu has committed to full transparency about how this tragedy could possibly have occurred," Albanese told reporters.

"There is a need for a thorough investigation into what happened here and Prime Minister Netanyahu committed to that," Albanese added.

Israel had accepted responsibility for the attack on a World Central Kitchen aid convoy and the consequent investigation must be "very fast, immediate, clear and transparent," Albanese said.

"I conveyed to Prime Minister Netanyahu in very clear terms that Australians were outraged by this death, by this tragedy, of this fine Australian," Albanese said.

"This is an Australian who we can all be proud of, someone who not only was in Gaza assisting people in need, but had in the past provided support for people in Bangladesh, in Pakistan, here in Australia after the bushfires. This was someone who was clearly committed to benefit her fellow humanity, and someone ... whose loss is very deeply felt by her family, but I think felt by Australians as well," Albanese added.
CANADA AND OTHER COUNTRIES WILL SEND ISRAEL A DIPLOMATIC REBUKE FOR KILLING GAZA AID WORKERS, OFFICIAL SAYS



TORONTO -- Canada and other nations' embassies will present a joint formal diplomatic rebuke to the Israeli Foreign Ministry over the country's killing of seven aid workers in Gaza, a senior Canadian government official said.

A top official with Canada's Global Affairs department has also made a formal representation to Israel ambassador to Canada on Tuesday, the official said, speaking on condition of anonymity as they were not authorized to publicly discuss the matter.

The Canadian official did not elaborate on which nations would take part in the formal rebuke, known as a demarche. But the dead from Monday night's strikes included a Canadian-American dual national, a Palestinian, three British citizens, and Polish and Australia nationals. Those Western countries have been key backers of Israel's nearly 6-month-old offensive in Gaza, and several of them sharply condemned the killings.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu acknowledged that the military had carried out the "unintended strike ... on innocent people." He said officials were investigating and would work to ensure it did not happen again.
U.N. SAYS ISRAEL'S KILLING OF AID WORKERS IS 'INEVITABLE' RESULT OF HOW IT'S CONDUCTING THE WAR IN GAZA



UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations says Israel's "heartbreaking" killing of seven aid workers in airstrikes "is the inevitable result of the way this war is currently being conducted," pointing to the killing of more than 180 humanitarian workers so far.

The World Central Kitchen staff's recent deaths show "a disregard for international humanitarian law and a disregard for the protection of humanitarian workers" that the law requires, U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters Tuesday.

At least one of the vehicles had the charity's logo printed across its roof to make it identifiable from the air, and the ordnance punched a large hole through the roof. Three vehicles moving at large distances apart were hit in succession. They were left incinerated and mangled, indicating multiple targeted strikes.

Dujarric said Sigrid Kaag, the senior U.N. humanitarian and reconstruction coordinator for Gaza, met with the World Central Kitchen team Monday in Gaza's southern city of Rafah -- just hours before they were killed. Kaag is "appalled" at the attack, Dujarric said.

World Central Kitchen, which is a partner of the U.N. World Food Program, has suspended operations in the region along with other aid organizations, dealing a blow to the delivery of desperately needed aid to Gaza's 2.3 million hungry people, including hundreds of thousands of people who are near starvation.

Israel has called the airstrikes an accident and says it's investigating.

Dujarric was asked what his message is to Israel. "The message is let humanitarian workers do their job. They need to be able to do it in safety."
U.S. MILITARY BELIEVES ISRAEL CARRIED OUT DEADLY STRIKE ON IRAN'S CONSULATE IN SYRIA



WASHINGTON -- The United States military believes Israel carried out the recent airstrike on Iran's Consulate in Syria and that several senior leaders of the Revolutionary Guard were present.

Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh said Tuesday that it is the U.S. assessment that Israel conducted the strike on the Iranian Consulate in Damascus and that "there were a handful IRGC top leaders there."

Israel, which has repeatedly targeted Iranian officers in Syria and in Lebanon, did not comment on Monday's attack.

Iran has vowed to respond to the attack that killed 12 people including two Iranian generals and a member of the Lebanese militant Hezbollah group, which is backed by Iran.

Israel, increasingly impatient with months of cross-border fighting with Hezbollah, has warned of the possibility of a full-fledged war.

The U.S. National Security Council said the United States played no role in the strike in Damascus and did not know of it ahead of time. 
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[image: FILE - Jennifer Crumbley, left, looks to attorney Shanon Smith, Feb. 5, 2024, in Pontiac, Mich. In a court filing Wednesday, April 3, prosecutors in Michigan recommended at least 10 years in prison for Jennifer and James Crumbley, two parents who are the first in the U.S. to be held criminally responsible for a school shooting, when they're sentenced Tuesday, April 9. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Jennifer and James Crumbley, the parents of Ethan Crumbley, appear in court, Feb. 8, 2022, in Rochester Hills, Mich. In a court filing Wednesday, April 3, 2024, prosecutors in Michigan recommended at least 10 years in prison for the two parents, who are the first in the U.S. to be held criminally responsible for a school shooting, when they're sentenced Tuesday, April 9. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)]
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                                        PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) -- Prosecutors in Michigan are recommending at least 10 years in prison next week for two parents who are the first in the U.S. to be held criminally responsible for a school shooting. 
Jennifer Crumbley showed a "chilling lack of remorse" for her role, and James Crumbley "failed to exercise even the smallest measure of ordinary care" that could have prevented the deaths of four students at Oxford High School in 2021, prosecutors said in a court filing Wednesday.
The Crumbleys, the parents of shooter Ethan Crumbley, were convicted of involuntary manslaughter at separate trials earlier this year. They were not accused of knowing their son's plan. But prosecutors said they failed to lock up a gun at home and ignored his mental health.
The maximum prison stay for the crime is 15 years. But the minimum sentence set by the judge on April 9 will be critical because the Crumbleys would be eligible for parole consideration after that time. They will get credit for about 2 1/2 years spent in the Oakland County jail since their arrest.

    


Messages seeking comment from defense lawyers were not immediately returned Wednesday.




In their filing, prosecutors disclosed that Jennifer Crumbley, 46, is hoping to avoid prison and instead be fitted with an electronic tether and live with her attorney, Shannon Smith. They said James Crumbley, 47, too, is hoping to be released. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Such a proposed sentence is a slap in the face to the severity of tragedy caused by defendant's gross negligence, the victims and their families," assistant prosecutor Marc Keast said, referring to Jennifer Crumbley.
On the day of the shooting, the Crumbleys went to the school to discuss Ethan's morbid drawing of a gun, a bullet, a wounded figure and phrases such as, "The thoughts won't stop. Help me."
Instead of taking their son home, the Crumbleys left with a list of contacts for mental health services and returned to work. A few hours later, Ethan, who was 15 at the time, pulled a Sig Sauer 9 mm handgun from his backpack and began shooting.

    


School staff had not demanded that Ethan be removed from school. But they also didn't know that James Crumbley had purchased the gun just four days earlier and that it resembled the one in the drawing, according to trial testimony. 
Ethan, now 17, is serving life in prison with no chance for parole after pleading guilty to murder and terrorism. 
During James Crumbley's trial, the judge barred his use of a phone and tablet while in jail. The sheriff's department, which operates the jail, said he had been making threats, though no details were publicly disclosed at the time.
In his court filing, Keast said profanity-laced threats were aimed at Karen McDonald, the elected county prosecutor. He offered five examples.
"I am ... on a rampage, Karen. Yes, Karen McDonald. You better be ... scared," he said on Jan. 3, according to Keast.
___
Follow Ed White at https://twitter.com/edwritez

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/jennifer-james-ethan-crumbley-oxford-shooting-ecd7bc8460bfc31c2386d1be9071a5c7
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50 years later, a Braves fan shares long-private video of Hank Aaron's 715th home run

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Fifty years later, Charlie Russo is still amazed he found himself standing beside Hank Aaron after filming Aaron's record-breaking 715th home run. (AP Video: Sharon Johnson)
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    [image: Charlie Russo speaks during an interview at his home Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Savannah, Ga. Russo had an unbelievable view of Hank Aaron's record-breaking 715th home run. Fifty years later, he's ready to share it with the world. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)]
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[image: Charlie Russo describes how he shot home movie footage of Hank Aaron's record-breaking home run in 1974 during an interview at his home Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Savannah, Ga. Besides shooting the movie footage of Aaron breaking Babe Ruth's home run record, he took the rosin bag and batting doughnut from the on-deck circle after sneaking onto the field. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)]
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[image: FILE - Hank Aaron holds aloft the ball he hit for his 715th career home run, against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Atlanta, Ga., Monday night, April 8, 1974. Just in time for the 50-year anniversary of Hank Aaron's record 715th home run, Charlie Russo is making available video he shot of the homer.(AP Photo/Bob Daugherty, File)]
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[image: FILE - Atlanta Braves' Hank Aaron, top, is congratulated by teammates at home plate after hitting his 715th career home run in a game against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Atlanta, Monday night, April 8, 1974. Just in time for the 50-year anniversary of Hank Aaron's record 715th home run, Charlie Russo is making available video he shot of the homer. (AP Photo/Charles Knoblock, File)]
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[image: FILE - Atlanta Braves' Hank Aaron eyes the flight of the ball after hitting his 715th career homer in a game against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Atlanta, Ga., Monday night, April 8, 1974. Aaron broke Babe Ruth's record of 714 career home runs. Dodgers southpaw pitcher Al Downing, catcher Joe Ferguson and umpire David Davidson look on. Just in time for the 50-year anniversary of Hank Aaron's record 715th home run, Charlie Russo is making available video he shot of the homer. (AP Photo/Harry Harris, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | FILE - Atlanta Braves' Hank Aaron eyes the flight of the ball after hitting his 715th career homer in a game against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Atlanta, Ga., Monday night, April 8, 1974. Aaron broke Babe Ruth's record of 714 career home runs. Dodgers southpaw pitcher Al Downing, catcher Joe Ferguson and umpire David Davidson look on. Just in time for the 50-year anniversary of Hank Aaron's record 715th home run, Charlie Russo is making available video he shot of the homer. (AP Photo/Harry Harris, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 10
FILE - Atlanta Braves' Hank Aaron eyes the flight of the ball after hitting his 715th career homer in a game against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Atlanta, Ga., Monday night, April 8, 1974. Aaron broke Babe Ruth's record of 714 career home runs. Dodgers southpaw pitcher Al Downing, catcher Joe Ferguson and umpire David Davidson look on. Just in time for the 50-year anniversary of Hank Aaron's record 715th home run, Charlie Russo is making available video he shot of the homer. (AP Photo/Harry Harris, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Atlanta Braves' Hank Aaron tips his hat to teammates greeting him at home plate after hitting his 715th career home run during a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Atlanta, Monday, April 8, 1974. Just in time for the 50-year anniversary of Hank Aaron's record 715th home run, Charlie Russo is making available video he shot of the homer. (AP Photo/Joe Sebo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Atlanta Braves' Hank Aaron (44) breaks Babe Ruth's record for career home runs as he hits No. 715 off Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Al Downing in the fourth inning of a baseball game at Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium in Atlanta, Ga., April 8, 1974. Just in time for the 50-year anniversary of Hank Aaron's record 715th home run, Charlie Russo is making available video he shot of the homer. (AP Photo)]
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[image:  during the first half of an NBA basketball game Friday, Dec. 3, 2021, in Atlanta.  (AP Photo/John Bazemore)]
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                                        SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) -- Charlie Russo had an unbelievable view of Hank Aaron's record-breaking 715th home run. Fifty years later, he's ready to share it with the world.
The 81-year-old Russo is releasing his long-private footage of the moment Aaron broke Babe Ruth's record on April 8, 1974, which he captured after surreptitiously following Aaron's family onto the field at Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium. He was right there celebrating at home plate with Aaron, his family and teammates -- including Dusty Baker, who was on deck for the Atlanta Braves when Aaron connected.
"Was that guy filming?" Baker asked when told about the video made available to The Associated Press by Russo and his family. "Come on! I've never seen that!"
Russo's video shows Aaron -- standing just feet away -- raising his right arm and smiling to the cheering crowd. 
"Everything just fell into place," Russo said. "I mean, just everything we did was just, you know, magical."

    


Russo says he and his uncle, Joseph Mathews, obtained the coveted tickets before making the drive from Savannah. The game was a sellout, with a crowd of 53,775. Russo recalls that finding the tickets was just the start of a charmed day.




Russo was filming from seats behind the third-base dugout when Aaron's drive cleared the wall in left-center in his second at-bat. He then walked closer to where he had seen Aaron's family and entertainers Sammy Davis Jr. and Pearl Bailey seated. When Aaron's mother, father and others made their way toward the field, Russo followed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They open the gate and they go," Russo said. "So I go in the field, too. I mean, it's just like 'OK, I'm part of the family.'"
Russo's shots -- filmed with an 8 mm camera -- show him getting closer and closer to Aaron, until suddenly Aaron is grinning inches away from his lens. He also got a close-up moment with Davis, who had promised $25,000 to whoever caught the home run. Footage from other cameras shows Russo, in a brown leather jacket, standing directly behind Aaron while the Hall of Famer waved to someone in the stands.

    


It was remarkable access given the security concerns around Aaron at the time. Aaron received numerous death threats as he approached Ruth's record, the target of racism as a Black man set to pass a white player whose mark was set while the sport was segregated. Despite extra security, Russo -- who is white -- said he was never questioned.
"Nobody says anything," he said. "Well, all the attention is on Aaron, you know?"
Former Braves media relations director Bob Hope says a popular rumor was that police snipers were in place atop the stadium due to security concerns. Hope says that wasn't true, but when told about Russo's story, he acknowledged security should have been more stringent.
Russo wasn't the only unauthorized visitor on the field. Two 17-year-old fans, Britt Gaston and Cliff Courtenay, barged onto the diamond and joined Aaron as he ran around the bases. 
"I mean, I don't know how the security wasn't tighter than it was," Hope said. "It definitely should have been. ... I mean, the two kids run around the bases. Oh my gosh, if there were snipers, they would would have gotten them for sure."

    


While filming, Russo looked down to see the rosin bag and weighted donut used by Braves hitters in the on-deck circle. Russo reached down and placed the items in his jacket.
"I was just down there and, you know, I think everything just sort of fell into place," Russo said. "OK, this is the rosin bag and a donut. Oh, my Lord. And I put them in my pocket."
Aaron visited Savannah a few months later and gave Russo a signature, which was placed in a frame with the rosin bag, donut and Sports Illustrated cover showing the record homer. Russo now wants to pass along the rosin bag and donut, perhaps for auction.
Russo said Aaron was not upset to learn Russo had the items from the on-deck circle.
"He was nice as he could be," Russo said. "Came in and autographed them. ... I mean, his demeanor is just 'Oh, man, that's beautiful.' And, I mean, he's fine. And he signed them, 'Best wishes, Hank Aaron.'"

    


Aaron finished his Hall of Fame career with 755 homers, a record broken by Barry Bonds in 2007. 
The Braves plan to celebrate the 50th anniversary at Truist Park next week. Baker, who retired as Houston Astros manager after last season, plans to attend, along with Tom House, the relief pitcher who caught the homer in the Braves bullpen. Baker and Hope were the only non-family pallbearers at Aaron's funeral following his death at 86 in 2021.
Russo said being so close to one of the most famous homers in baseball history was not his first brush with a memorable game. He said he jumped over Sanford Stadium's hedges to walk onto the field after Georgia's young coach, Vince Dooley, beat Alabama's Bear Bryant in 1965. 
He also has a framed photo of himself standing beside Pete Maravich in the Louisiana State locker room after Maravich scored 58 points in a double-overtime win at Georgia in 1969.

    


"Maybe it's my demeanor that, you know, it's an occasion," Russo said. "And when you do these things, you've got to go ahead and do them. You can't sit and think about them."
Russo isn't one to just sit. He still works six-day weeks at the fish market founded by his father in 1946. He says he wouldn't hesitate if he had another opportunity to leave the stands for an up-close view of history.
"Yes," he said. "If the event called for it, yes I would."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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In rare call, Russian defense minister warns French counterpart against sending troops to Ukraine

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu leads a meeting with the leadership of the Armed Forces at the National Defense Control Center in Moscow, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu leads a meeting with the leadership of the Armed Forces at the National Defense Control Center in Moscow, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia's defense minister warned his French counterpart against deploying troops to Ukraine in a rare phone call Wednesday and noted that Moscow is ready to take part in talks to end the conflict.
Sergei Shoigu told French Defense Minister Sebastien Lecornu that if Paris follows up on its statements about the possibility of sending a French military contingent to Ukraine, "it will create problems for France itself," according to a statement from the Russian Defense Ministry. It didn't elaborate.
The conversation followed French President Emmanuel Macron's comments in February, in which he said that the possibility of Western troops being sent to Ukraine could not be ruled out.
The call marked the first such contact between Russian and French defense ministers since October 2022.




Shoigu noted Moscow's "readiness for dialogue on Ukraine," emphasizing that a planned round of peace talks in Geneva would be "senseless" without Russia's involvement. He added that possible future negotiations could be based on a draft document, which was discussed during Russia-Ukraine talks in Istanbul in March 2022.

    


Media reports have said that the draft negotiated in Istanbul weeks after Moscow sent troops into Ukraine envisaged that Ukraine will abandon its bid to join NATO and remain neutral. No final deal was reached and the talks collapsed quickly after.
The Russian Defense Ministry also said in its readout of Wednesday's call that Lecornu offered condolences over the March 22 attack on a suburban Moscow concert hall that killed 145 in the deadliest assault on Russian soil in decades.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russian President Vladimir Putin and his officials have sought to link Ukraine and the West to the attack despite Kyiv's fierce denial, a claim of responsibility issued by an affiliate of Islamic State group and an advance warning that the U.S. had issued to Moscow about imminent attack.

    


The Russian Defense Ministry said that during the call Lecornu tried to persuade Shoigu that Ukraine and its Western allies had no relation to the concert hall raid, but Shoigu insisted that Moscow has "information about Ukrainian trace in organizing the terror attack."
"The Kyiv regime does nothing without approval of its Western handlers," the ministry quoted Shoigu as telling Lecornu."We hope that the French special services weren't involved in it."
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Bodies of 6 foreign aid workers slain in Israeli strikes are transported out of Gaza

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The bodies of six foreign aid workers killed in a series of Israeli strikes have been transported out of the Gaza Strip ahead of their repatriation. The bodies were driven across the Egyptian border at the Rafah crossing on Wednesday. The three British citizens, a Polish citizen, an Australian and a Canadian American dual national worked for World Central Kitchen, an international charity. Their Palestinian driver was also killed. Israel has acknowledged carrying out the strikes by mistake and says it has launched an independent investigation. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Humanitarian group says Gaza is the "most lethal place" to deliver aid after IDF strike kills seven

        
        
            The International Rescue Committee's Ciaran Donnelly says Israeli airstrikes that killed seven international aid workers delivering food in Gaza further hurt severely limited humanitarian efforts in the besieged Palestinian territory. (AP Video Mohammad Jahjoud)(AP Production Tracy Brown)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Humanitarian group says Gaza is the "most lethal place" to deliver aid after IDF strike kills seven
The International Rescue Committee's Ciaran Donnelly says Israeli airstrikes that killed seven international aid workers delivering food in Gaza further hurt severely limited humanitarian efforts in the besieged Palestinian territory. (AP Video Mohammad Jahjoud)(AP Production Tracy Brown)
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    [image: People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza, are seen on an ambulance as it crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed abudraa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | Bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza, are seen on an ambulance as it crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed abudraa)
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Bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza, are seen on an ambulance as it crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed abudraa)
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[image: In this screen grab taken from video, the body of one of the six foreign aid workers killed in Israeli strikes is loaded into an ambulance in Gaza, Wednesday April 3, 2024. The bodies of six foreign aid workers killed in a series of Israeli strikes were transported out of the Gaza Strip and into Egypt on Wednesday ahead of their repatriation, Egypt's state-run Qahera TV reported. (AP Video)]
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In this screen grab taken from video, the body of one of the six foreign aid workers killed in Israeli strikes is loaded into an ambulance in Gaza, Wednesday April 3, 2024. The bodies of six foreign aid workers killed in a series of Israeli strikes were transported out of the Gaza Strip and into Egypt on Wednesday ahead of their repatriation, Egypt's state-run Qahera TV reported. (AP Video)
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[image: An ambulance carrying bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed Abudraa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | An ambulance carrying bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed Abudraa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11
An ambulance carrying bodies of the foreign humanitarian aid workers killed in a recent Israeli airstrike in Gaza crosses the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahmed Abudraa)
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[image: A man displays blood-stained British, Polish, and Australian passports after an Israeli airstrike, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | A man displays blood-stained British, Polish, and Australian passports after an Israeli airstrike, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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A man displays blood-stained British, Polish, and Australian passports after an Israeli airstrike, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Palestinians inspect a vehicle with the logo of the World Central Kitchen wrecked by an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | Palestinians inspect a vehicle with the logo of the World Central Kitchen wrecked by an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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Palestinians inspect a vehicle with the logo of the World Central Kitchen wrecked by an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 11
People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: An Israeli tank on its position on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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An Israeli tank on its position on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: Israeli soldiers rest on top of their tank on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)]
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Israeli soldiers rest on top of their tank on the border with the Gaza Strip, in southern Israel, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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[image: The body of a person wearing a World Central Kitchen t-shirt lies on the ground at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, April 1, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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The body of a person wearing a World Central Kitchen t-shirt lies on the ground at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Monday, April 1, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Palestinians carry the body of a World Central Kitchen worker at Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians carry the body of a World Central Kitchen worker at Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, an aid group, says an Israeli strike that hit its workers in Gaza killed at least seven people, including several foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        RAFAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- The bodies of six foreign aid workers killed in Israeli airstrikes began the journey back to their home countries Wednesday as more questions swirled over Israel's explanation that a "misidentification" led to the attack on their convoy.
The deadly strikes renewed criticism of Israel's conduct in the nearly 6-month-old war with Hamas and highlighted the risks that the military's bombardment poses to aid workers as they try to deliver food to the besieged enclave. The U.N. says nearly a third of the Gaza population is on the brink of starvation.
The three British citizens, a Polish citizen, an Australian and a Canadian American dual citizen worked for World Central Kitchen, an international charity founded by celebrity chef Jose Andres. Their Palestinian driver was also killed, and his remains were handed over to his family for burial in Gaza.

    


The other bodies were driven into Egypt through the Rafah crossing, according to the Palestinian Crossings Authority, which oversees border crossings.
The seven were distributing food that had been brought into Gaza through a newly established maritime corridor when Israeli airstrikes targeted their three vehicles late Monday, killing everyone inside.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





Israel's military chief, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, announced the results of a preliminary investigation.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Bodies of 6 foreign aid workers slain in Israeli strikes are transported out of Gaza.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports the six slain aid workers' bodies are now out of Gaza.

    

"It was a mistake that followed a misidentification -- at night during a war in very complex conditions. It shouldn't have happened." He gave no further details. He said an independent body would complete a "thorough investigation" in the coming days.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Andres said the strikes "were not just some unfortunate mistake in the fog of war."
"It was a direct attack on clearly marked vehicles whose movements were known by" the Israeli military, Andres wrote in an op-ed published Wednesday by Israel's Yediot Ahronot newspaper. "It was also the direct result of (the Israeli) government's policy to squeeze humanitarian aid to desperate levels."

    


World Central Kitchen said it had coordinated its movements with the military, and the vehicles were marked with the organization's logo.
Andres, a Spanish-American chef whose organization has provided aid in war and disaster zones all over the world, including to Israelis after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that triggered the war, wrote that "the Israeli government needs to open land routes to food and medicine today. It needs to stop killing civilians and aid workers today."
Spain's prime minister, Pedreo Sanchez, said Israel's explanation so far was "absolutely unacceptable and insufficient" and called for "much more detailed clarification of what happened." He spoke at a joint news conference in Doha with his Qatari counterpart. Qatar has played a key role in efforts to mediate a cease-fire, along with the U.S. and Egypt.
Some of Israel's closest allies condemned the deaths, which led the World Central Kitchen and other charities to suspend food deliveries, citing the dire security situation.
Israeli officials have not elaborated on the nature of the mistake.

    


The military has repeatedly struck aid vehicles and ambulances, as well as humanitarian group offices and U.N. facilities, often justifying the attacks by saying suspected militants were present. The military says strikes are first cleared by legal experts, but critics have called the bombardment indiscriminate with little regard for civilian casualties.
More than 180 humanitarian workers have been killed in the conflict, according to the U.N.
On Tuesday, Israeli TV reported initial findings that have not been officially confirmed, saying the army identified the cars carrying World Central Kitchen's workers and observed suspected militants nearby. Half an hour later, the vehicles were struck by the air force. The reports said it was not clear who ordered the strikes or why.
Dr. Maya Sion-Tzidkiyahu, an expert in Israel-Europe relations at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and the progressive think tank Mitvim Institute, said it was possible the military did not have enough control over commanders and soldiers on the ground, who are "taking some action into their own hands. They're interpreting the engagement rules in a much more elaborate way."

    


International reaction has been "extremely harsh, and it's justified," she said. "The credit that we had after Oct. 7 has already dwindled, and now it's dwindled so much more."
Israel faces growing isolation as international criticism of its Gaza assault has mounted. On the same day as the deadly airstrikes, Israel stirred more fears by apparently striking Iran's consulate in Damascus, killing two Iranian generals. The government also moved to shut down a foreign media outlet -- Qatari-owned Al Jazeera television.
The hit on World Central Kitchen's convoy threatened to set back efforts by the U.S. and other countries to open a maritime corridor for aid from Cyprus to help ease the desperate conditions in northern Gaza. Israel has severely restricted access to the north, where experts say famine is imminent.

    


U.S. President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are scheduled to speak Thursday amid growing White House frustration with Israel's prosecution of the war and in the aftermath of Monday's airstrikes, according to a U.S. official familiar with planning for the call. The official was not authorized to comment publicly and spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss plans for the call.
In statement on Tuesday, Biden issued unusually blunt criticism of Israel, expressing outrage over the strikes and saying Israel "has not done enough to protect aid workers."
Meanwhile, Monday's strike on the Iranian Consulate in Damascus -- which the U.S. assessed was carried out by Israel -- hiked fears of a wider conflict. The strike killed 12 people.
Gen. Ramazan Sharif, a spokesman for Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, said Wednesday that "soon we will see deadlier blows" against Israel by "the Resistance Front."
He appeared to be referring to Iran and its allies across the region, including the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah and militias in Syria, Iraq and Yemen. They have repeatedly traded fire with Israel and the U.S. since the start of the war in Gaza.
The top U.S. Air Force commander for the Middle East, Lt. Gen. Alexus Grynkewich, said Wednesday that the U.S. is concerned that the Damascus strike could trigger new attacks on American troops by Iranian-backed militias in Iraq and Syria.
Nearly 33,000 Palestinians have been killed in Israel's assault in Gaza, around two-thirds of them women and children, according to  the territory's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count.
Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks killed some 1,200 people and resulted in around 250 being taken hostage.
Hamas still holds an estimated 100 hostages and the remains of around 30 others, after most of the rest were freed last year in exchange for Palestinians imprisoned in Israel.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press Writer Melanie Lidman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The New York City Marathon organizers will soon have to pay a bridge toll, just like every other commuter, if New York transit officials have their way.
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is demanding the New York Road Runners, organizers of the venerable race generally held the first Sunday of each November, pay roughly $750,000 for use of the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge. 
The agency that oversees New York's bridges and tunnels says the fee represents the estimated amount of toll revenue lost when the nation's longest suspension bridge is closed. 
"New Yorkers love Marathon Sunday, but taxpayers cannot be expected to subsidize a wealthy non-government organization like the New York Road Runners to the tune of $750,000," said Catherine Sheridan, president of MTA's department of bridges and tunnels, in a statement. 

    


But the Road Runners have pushed back, arguing the MTA enjoys increased revenue from greater transit ridership during marathon week that "more than makes up" for any lost toll revenue from the bridge. The Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge connects the New York City boroughs of Brooklyn and Staten Island, and is named after the first European explorer to sail into the New York Harbor.




The organization also noted that the 2019 marathon generated an estimated $427 million for the city, significantly boosting tourism, tax revenues and the economy, according to an economic impact report it commissioned in 2020. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The impact of MTA's request would represent a material change to the cost structure and would require an increase to how much runners pay to run the Marathon, making it less affordable for local runners and those who travel to New York City from around the world--both of whom contribute hundreds of millions of dollars to the City's and State's economy," Crystal Howard, a spokesperson for the organization, said in an emailed statement. 

    


She said the organization has repeatedly asked the MTA to provide data to back up their claim of $750,000 in lost revenue loss but have not received it. 
The agency has also declined to share data regarding the revenue generated by the increased ridership during marathon week, despite Gov. Kathy Hochul's office announcing after last year's marathon that the MTA enjoyed "record subway ridership" on race day, Howard said. 
The Road Runners, she added, are willing to negotiate with transit officials, but any resolution should reflect the "significant value" the agency derives from the marathon, which the organization says has been run over the bridge since 1976.
The MTA has also threatened to restrict the marathon to using just one of its two decks of traffic if it doesn't pay up, but the Road Runners have said such a move would significantly hinder the race, which is the largest marathon in the world, welcoming more than 50,000 participants annually. 
The organization said it might have to either decrease the field of runners or extend the total time of the marathon, forcing the bridge and other roadways in the city to be closed even longer on race day. 
The MTA declined to respond to follow up questions, but Sheridan, in her statement, said the agency is similarly open to working with the organization on a compromise, provided it "leads, over time, to full reimbursement for the lost revenue."
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks about lowering health care costs in the Indian Treaty Room at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden has faced protests over the conflict in Gaza all over the country, but this week he confronted one inside the White House itself.
The occasion was a private meeting on Tuesday where Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and national security leaders could hear from Muslim Americans about their concerns involving the war between Israel and Hamas. 
Shortly after the conversation began, a Palestinian American doctor from Chicago named Thaer Ahmad who has volunteered in Gaza announced that he was walking out.
Before leaving, Ahmad presented the president with a letter from an orphaned 8-year-old girl in Rafah, a city that Israel plans to target next. He included a photo. 
Ahmad said Biden's response to his protest was muted.
"He said, 'I understand,'" the doctor recalled. 
Biden's support for Israel's military operations in Gaza, including the sale of U.S. weapons, has angered Muslim Americans. The war began on Oct. 7 when Hamas killed 1,200 Israelis in a surprise attack. 





    


Since then, roughly 33,000 Palestinians have been killed by Israel. Biden has expressed concern about civilian casualties but has not cut off military assistance for Israel.
"There's a change in the rhetoric," Ahmad said. "But concrete actions, we have not seen a significant change."
This week's meeting was arranged by the White House instead of the more traditional celebratory dinner to mark the end of Ramadan. Several Muslim community leaders had refused invitations to break their fasts with the president, saying it would have been inappropriate at a time of famine in Gaza. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We understand how this community is feeling in a deeply painful moment," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said on Wednesday. 
She was circumspect when asked about Tuesday's meeting, saying the conversation was private. Pressed on Biden's reaction to Ahmad's decision to walk out, she said the president "respects their freedom to peacefully protest."

    


When Ahmad received the invitation to attend the White House meeting, he was under the impression that the meeting would be Biden's first opportunity to talk with someone who had been on the ground in Gaza in the six months after the war started. 
Jean-Pierre would not confirm whether that was the case. 
As the meeting approached, Ahmad said he was troubled by a string of news stories about U.S. weapons sales to Israel. 
"I was starting to question, what's the purpose of the meeting? What difference am I going to make by being there?" he said. 
Before going to the White House, Ahmad decided that he would walk out once the meeting started. 
"I'm not going to yell at anybody. I'm not going to throw anything. I'm just going to walk out calmly," Ahmad said. "And that's what I did."
Ahmad is planning another trip to Gaza at the end of the month.
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US braces for retaliation after attack on Iran consulate -- even as it says it wasn't involved

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Syrian state media said Monday an Israeli airstrike has destroyed the consular section of Iran's embassy in Damascus. Iran's elite Revolutionary Guard says seven of its members were killed in the airstrike that struck Iran's consulate in the Syrian capital. The ambassador and Syrians' foreign minister have condemned Israel. Israel's military did not immediately comment.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    3
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo released by the official Syrian state news agency SANA, emergency service workers clear the rubble at a destroyed building struck by Israeli jets in Damascus, Syria, Monday, April 1, 2024. An Israeli airstrike has destroyed the consular section of Iran's embassy in Syria, killing a senior Iranian military adviser and roughly a handful of other people, Syrian state media said Monday. (SANA via AP)]
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[image: Iranian protesters attend an anti-Israeli gathering to condemn killing members of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard in Syria, at the Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in downtown Tehran, Iran, Monday, April 1, 2024. An Israeli airstrike that demolished Iran's consulate in Syria killed two Iranian generals and five officers, Syrian and Iranian officials said Monday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: FILE - Lt. Gen. Alexus Grynkewich, the head of U.S. Air Force Central, speaks at a news conference at the U.S. Embassy in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Sept. 20, 2023. Grynkewich says Houthi rebels in Yemen may be running through their supplies of drone swarms and anti-ship ballistic missiles and the pace of their attacks has slowed a bit. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Shortly after an airstrike widely attributed to Israel destroyed an Iranian consulate building in Syria, the United States had an urgent message for Iran: We had nothing to do with it.
But that may not be enough for the U.S. to avoid retaliation targeting its forces in the region. A top U.S. commander warned on Wednesday of danger to American troops.
And if Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's recent broadening of targeted strikes on adversaries around the region to include Iranian security operatives and leaders deepens regional hostilities, analysts say, it's not clear the United States can avoid being pulled into deeper regional conflict as well. 
The Biden administration insists it had no advance knowledge of the airstrike Monday. But the United States is closely tied to Israel's military regardless. The U.S. remains Israel's indispensable ally and unstinting supplier of weapons, responsible for some 70% of Israeli weapon imports and an estimated 15% of Israel's defense budget. That includes providing the kind of advanced aircraft and munitions that appear to have been employed in the attack. 





    


Israel hasn't acknowledged a role in the airstrike, but Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh said Tuesday that the U.S. has assessed Israel was responsible. 
Multiple arms of Iran's government served notice that they would hold the United States accountable for the fiery attack. The strike, in the Syrian capital of Damascus, killed senior commanders of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps for Syria and Lebanon, an officer of the powerful Iran-allied Hezbollah militia in Lebanon, and others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

American forces in Syria and Iraq already are frequent targets when Iran and its regional allies seek retaliation for strikes by Israelis, notes Charles Lister, the Syria program director for the Middle East Institute.
"What the Iranians have always done for years when they have felt most aggressively targeted by Israel is not to hit back at Israelis, but Americans," seeing them as soft targets in the region, Lister said. 

    


On Wednesday in Washington, the top U.S. Air Force commander for the Middle East, Lt. Gen. Alexus Grynkewich, said Iran's assertion that the U.S. bears responsibility for Israeli actions could bring an end to a pause in militia attacks on U.S. forces that has lasted since early February. 
He said he sees no specific threat to U.S. troops right now, but "I am concerned because of the Iranian rhetoric talking about the U.S., that there could be a risk to our forces."
U.S. officials have recorded more than 150 attacks by Iran-backed militias in Iraq and Syria on U.S. forces at bases in those countries since war between Hamas and Israel began on Oct. 7. 
One, in late January, killed three U.S. service members and injured dozens more at a base in Jordan.
In retaliation, the U.S. launched a massive air assault, hitting more than 85 targets at seven locations in Iraq and Syria, including command and control headquarters, drone and ammunition storage sites and other facilities connected to the militias or the IRGC's Quds Force, the Guard's expeditionary unit that handles Tehran's relationship with and arming of regional militias. There have been no publicly reported attacks on U.S. troops in the region since that response.

    


Grynkewich told reporters the U.S. is watching and listening carefully to what Iran is saying and doing to evaluate how Tehran might respond.
Analysts and diplomats cite a range of ways Iran could retaliate.
Since Oct. 7, Iran and the regional militias allied to it in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Yemen have followed a strategy of calibrated attacks that stop short of triggering an all-out conflict that could subject Iran's homeland forces or Hezbollah to full-blown war with Israel or the United States.
Beyond strikes on U.S. troops, possibilities for Iranian retaliation could include a limited missile strike directly from Iranian soil to Israel, Lister said. That would reciprocate for Israel's strike on what under international law was sovereign Iranian soil, at the Iranian diplomatic building in Damascus. 

    


A concentrated attack on a U.S. position abroad on the scale of the 1983 attack on the U.S. Embassy in Beirut is possible, but seems unlikely given the scale of U.S. retaliation that would draw, analysts say. Iran also could escalate an existing effort to kill Trump-era officials behind the United States' 2020 drone killing of Iranian General Qassem Soleimani. 
How far any other retaliation and potential escalation goes may depend on two things out of U.S. control: Whether Iran wants to keep regional hostilities at their current level or escalate, and whether Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu's far-right government does.
Sina Toossi, a fellow at the Center for International Policy, said analysts in Iran are among those trying to read Netanyahu's mind since the attack, struggling to choose between two competing narratives for Israel's objective.

    


"One perceives Israel's actions as a deliberate provocation of war that Iran should respond to with restraint," Toossi wrote in the U.S.-based think tank's journal. "The other suggests that Israel is capitalizing on Iran's typically restrained responses," and that failing to respond in kind will only embolden Israel.
Ultimately, Iran's sense that it is already winning its strategic goals as the Hamas-Israel war continues -- elevating the Palestinian cause and costing Israel friends globally -- may go the furthest in persuading Iranian leaders not to risk open warfare with Israel or U.S. in whatever response they make to Monday's airstrike, some analysts and diplomats say.
Shira Efron, a director of policy research at the U.S.-based Israel Policy Forum, rejected suggestions that Netanyahu was actively trying with attacks like the one in Damascus to draw the U.S. into a potentially decisive conflict alongside Israel against their common rivals, at least for now.
"First, the risk of escalation has increased. No doubt," Efron said.
"I don't think Netanyahu is interested in full-blown war though," she said. "And whereas in the past Israel was thought to be interested in drawing the U.S. into a greater conflict, even if the desire still exists in some circles, it is not more than wishful thinking at the moment."
U.S. President Joe Biden is facing pressure from the other direction.
So far he's resisting calls from growing numbers of Democratic lawmakers and voters to limit the flow of American arms to Israel as a way to press Netanyahu to ease Israeli military killing of civilians in Gaza and to heed other U.S. appeals.
As criticism has grown of U.S. military support of Israel's war in Gaza, State Department spokesman Matthew Miller has increasingly pointed to Israel's longer-term need for weapons -- to defend itself against Iran and Iranian-allied Hezbollah in Lebanon.
The U.S. is ''always concerned about anything that would be escalatory," Miller said after the attack in Damascus. "It has been one of the goals of this administration since October 7th to keep the conflict from spreading, recognizing that Israel has the right to defend itself from adversaries that are sworn to its destruction.''
Israel for years has hit at Iranian proxies and their sites in the region, knocking back their ability to build strength and cause trouble for Israelis. 
Since the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas, one of a network of Iran-aligned militias in the region, that shattered Israel's sense of security, Netanyahu's government has increasingly added Iranian security operatives and leaders to target lists in the region, Lister notes. 
The U.S. military already has deepened engagement from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea since the Hamas-Israel war opened -- deploying aircraft carriers to the region to discourage rear-guard attacks against Israel, opening airstrikes to quell attacks on shipping by Iran-allied Houthis in Yemen.
It is also moving to build a pier off Gaza to try to get more aid to Palestinian civilians despite obstacles that include Israel's restrictions and attacks on aid deliveries.
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Trump's events aren't drawing big protests this year. Instead, Biden is facing public ire

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Protesters demonstrate in support of Palestinians at Dupont Circle in Washington, Saturday, March 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: A protestor attends a demonstration in support of Palestinians, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at Lafayette Park across from the White House in Washington,. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: An anti-Trump supporter holds a sign outside Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump's rally April 2, 2024, in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: Protesters pray during a demonstration in support of Palestinians, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at Lafayette Park across from the White House in Washington,. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Donald Trump first ran for the White House eight years ago, protesters filled the streets.
His inflammatory rhetoric and often dehumanizing descriptions of immigrants spurred thousands to demonstrate outside his rallies. By this time in 2016, protesters regularly interrupted his speeches, sparking clashes and foreshadowing Trump's habit of encouraging violence against those he casts as his enemies.
"Knock the crap out of them, would you?" Trump once said as he egged on the crowd to go after protestors on their own -- even promising to pay their legal bills. 
No longer.
As he runs again with an agenda that is arguably more extreme than his two previous campaigns, mass protests at Trump rallies and appearances are a thing of the past. When Trump returned to New York last week for a hearing in one of his criminal cases, just a smattering of detractors turned up outside the courthouse. During a Midwestern swing Tuesday, Trump was interrupted briefly by a protest in Green Bay, but otherwise encountered minimal opposition. 

    


In a twist, it's now President Joe Biden who is facing a sustained protest movement, largely by those furious over the administration's support for Israel in its war against Hamas. During his first major rally of the year, Biden's 22-minute speech was interrupted no less than a dozen times by detractors calling for a ceasefire in Gaza. Protesters repeatedly disrupted his celebrity fundraiser last week with former presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton at New York's Radio City Music Hall, as hundreds more demonstrated outside. 




Nearly a decade after Trump launched his first campaign, organizers and others who participated in past protests describe a change in tactics as they focus their efforts on other issues or turning out voters in November. Some described a "Trump fatigue" after nearly a decade of outrage. Others say it's Biden's policy toward Israel that has them the most agitated and have turned their attention to protesting him. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"All the people that would be protesting Trump, a lot of these people, a lot of that energy are now focused on protesting a genocide in Gaza," said Thomas Kennedy, an immigrant from Argentina who participated in more than a dozen anti-Trump protests and rallies in 2016. 

    


Kennedy still describes the former president as a "horrible threat." But for "a lot of people like me who would have been out there protesting Trump, it's just demoralizing and dispiriting. It's not worth my effort and my energy."
Warning sign
That's a potential warning sign for Biden, whose campaign aims to energize its base by casting Trump as a threat and framing the election as a historic test of the nation's commitment to democracy. 
"President Biden believes in the constitutional right of making your voice heard and treats protestors with respect and empathy -- unlike Donald Trump," said Biden campaign spokesman Ammar Moussa.
Biden campaign officials note that protest intensity hasn't correlated with recent election outcomes. Trump won in 2016 despite the fierce resistance, and President Obama won despite demonstrations in 2012. They also point to Democratic wins in recent elections, including the 2022 midterms.

    


Some who organized protests against Trump in the past say the more muted approach this year is part of a deliberate effort to not elevate his comments and ideas.
Strongmen "need an audience and they need gas and wind in their sails," said Rachel O'Leary Carmona, executive director of Women's March, a group that began as a worldwide demonstration against Trump's inauguration in 2017. "The best thing that people can do to combat Trump in many ways is not to give him a platform and gas."
It's a perspective, she said, that took hold during the 2020 campaign at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic when many activist groups opposing Trump decided to "stand down." Instead, demonstrations turned to broader demands for racial justice following George Floyd's killing by police.
Annette Magnus, the former executive director of Battle Born Progress, a Nevada group that helped organize anti-Trump protests during the 2016 election, also described a strategic change.

    


"People are very focused on turnout and going door-to-door and talking to voters, because that's what's going to matter," she said. "I will do everything I can to make sure he is never elected again. It's just going to look different because it's a different election year and so much has happened since then."
There are also safety concerns, with some organizers concluding that demonstrating against Trump isn't worth the potential physical risk. 
Trump protests
Trump has encountered occasional protests at his events this year. In early-voting Iowa and New Hampshire, a small group of environmental activists interrupted all the major candidates, including Trump. But his response underscored how much things had changed.

    


"It's amazing 'cause that used to happen all of the time. And I don't think it's happened in two-and-a-half or three years," he remarked after an interruption in Indianola. "It always adds excitement."
That "excitement" included assaults and arrests, as well as frequent scenes of protesters clashing with supporters as well as riot police.
In March 2016, Trump was forced to cancel a rally in Chicago after raucous protesters packed the arena where he was set to speak. A day later, in Ohio, a man leaped over a barrier and rushed Trump's stage. U.S. Secret Service mobilized to surround the candidate in a protective ring.
Trump routinely responded to the protesters with mockery and insults, telling them to "Go home to mommy," or instructing security to "Get 'em out!" as his crowds erupted into chants of "Trump! Trump! Trump!" 
Eventually, organizers began playing an announcement ahead of his rallies with instructions for the crowd.
"If a protest starts near you, please do not in anyway touch or harm a protester," said one version. Instead, they were told to notify law enforcement by holding up rally signs and chanting Trump's name.
This time it's Biden who is having to adjust to endless disruptions. Unlike Trump, the incumbent president has tried to defuse confrontations. During a recent event in Raleigh, North Carolina, promoting the administration's health care policies, Biden urged the crowd to, "Be patient" with those shouting concerns about Gaza.
"They have a point. We need to get a lot more care into Gaza," he said, drawing strong applause.
That was a very different reception from the one that awaited Paula Munoz, who was a student at Nova Southeastern University in Florida in October 2015 when she and several friends decided to organize what was one of the early disruptions of a Trump event.
About a dozen activists -- including her future husband -- RSVP'd for the rally at Trump's Doral golf club -- and divided themselves into three groups, planning to stagger their outbursts in 20-minute intervals.
"Our goal was to interrupt, to badger the whole speech," she said, "to try to ruin his event, basically."
The event would provide a taste of the violence to come. One of the protesters was forcefully dragged by the collar of his shirt and pulled to the ground; another was kicked.
'We're exhausted'
Munoz is no longer focused on Trump. Now the executive director of the Florida Student Power Network, Munoz spends her time on local issues, including an abortion amendment that will be on the ballot in November.
"We're exhausted," she said, expressing frustrations over "the two party system in general." National politics, she said, "feels almost as a distraction" when people are struggling to pay their rent.
While she said she fears the prospect of another Trump administration, she said she is deeply disappointed by Biden.
"We're tired of having to pick the less of the two evils," she said. "That's part of the thing I think people feel burned out about. It's just like complete disappointment on end."
Marta Popadiak, director of movement politics for People's Action, a progressive activist organization, said the group is focused on voter turnout but hasn't ruled out organizing protests this summer at the GOP convention. 
"We are super laser-focused on doing our persuasion program and getting ready to defeat (Trump) in 2024."
___
Weissert reported from Washington.
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Women's Final Four ticket on resale market selling for average of $2,300, twice as much as for men

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates with teammates after defeating LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]


    

    
        
            
                    Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates with teammates after defeating LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The average price paid for a ticket on the resale market this week was twice as high for the NCAA women's Final Four compared with that for the men's semifinals, according to a technology company that analyzes prices across multiple platforms.
The average price of a ticket sold to the women's semifinals was $2,323; the average sale price for the men's was $1,001.21, Logitix reported Wednesday.
The women's games Friday match Iowa against Connecticut and South Carolina against North Carolina State at 19,432-seat Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse in Cleveland. Including data from sales made a month ago and longer, the average price for the women's semifinals is $1,131.78, compared with $400.29 for the same period in 2023.
The men's games Saturday pit Purdue against North Carolina State and Connecticut against Alabama at 63,400-seat State Farm Stadium in Glendale, Arizona. Overall average ticket price for the men's semifinals is $993.70, compared with $636.43 in 2023.

    


A ticket to the women's championship game on Sunday was selling for an average of $1,110.63 this week. The average ticket to the men's title game Monday was selling for $646.45.




The higher price for the women's games is partially due to ticket supply for the men's games being greater because seating capacity at its venue is three times larger, a Logitix spokesman said. He added that demand for women's tickets is unprecedented and driven by fanfare for Iowa's Caitlin Clark, the all-time leading scorer in Division I. The Hawkeyes have played before sellout crowds -- at home, on the road and at neutral sites -- for all but two games this season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The NCAA sells ticket packages -- now sold out -- that include all three games of the Final Four. Face value ranges from $200 to $400 for the women's semfinals and final and $250 to $900 for the men's semifinals and final.
Tickets on the resale market can be sold separately for the semifinals (both games) and final because they are held on different days and require different digital entry QR codes.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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Ukraine lowers its conscription age to 25 to replenish its beleaguered troops

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Ukraine lowered its draft-eligible age for men from 27 to 25 on Wednesday, reflecting the strain that more than two years of war. (Apr 03) (AP/ Srdjan Nedeljkovic)
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    [image: Photographs of fallen Ukrainian servicemen are placed at a memorial in Independence Square, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Ukraine on Wednesday lowered the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its depleted ranks after more than two years of war following Russia's full-scale invasion. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: FILE.- Newly recruited soldiers toss their hats as they celebrate the end of their training at a military base close to Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, Sept. 25, 2023. Ukraine has lowered the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its depleted ranks after more than two years of war following Russia's full-scale invasion. The new law came into force Wednesday April 3, 2024, a day after Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed it.(AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)]
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[image: FILE.- Newly recruited soldiers shout slogans as they celebrate the end of their training at a military base close to Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, Sept. 25, 2023. Ukraine has lowered the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its depleted ranks after more than two years of war following Russia's full-scale invasion. The new law came into force Wednesday April 3, 2024, a day after Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed it.(AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Newly recruited soldiers who mark the end of their training at a military base close to Kyiv, Ukraine, on Sept. 25, 2023. Ukraine on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, lowered the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its depleted ranks after more than two years of war following Russia's full-scale invasion. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Newly recruited soldiers attend a ceremony as they celebrate the end of their training at a military base close to Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, Sept. 25, 2023. Ukraine on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, lowered the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its depleted ranks after more than two years of war following Russia's full-scale invasion. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: People cross a bridge on a warm afternoon on the bank of the Dniepr River in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: A man crosses a street downtown Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: A young woman poses for a friend against the skyline as a woman enjoys the afternoon sun on a bench, in Kyiv Ukraine, Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: Recruits wait for their turn to pass medical examination in a city hospital in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024. Ukraine has lowered the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its depleted ranks after more than two years of war following Russia's full-scale invasion. The new law came into force Wednesday April 3, 2024, a day after Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed it.(AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky,File)]
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[image: A photograph of a fallen Ukrainian serviceman is placed at a memorial in Independence Square, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Ukraine on Wednesday lowered the military conscription age from 27 to 25 in an effort to replenish its depleted ranks after more than two years of war following Russia's full-scale invasion. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine lowered its draft-eligible age for men from 27 to 25 on Wednesday, reflecting the strain that more than two years of war with Russia has put on its military and the need to infuse its depleted ranks with new conscripts. 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed three bills into law aimed at strengthening the country's beleaguered forces, which are trying to hold the front lines in fighting that has sapped Ukraine's ranks and stores of weapons and ammunition.
The new laws, which will also do away with some draft exemptions and create an online registry for recruits, might add around 50,000 troops to the military, said Oksana Zabolotna, an analyst with the Center for United Actions, a government watchdog in Kyiv.
That would be a tenth of the 500,000 additional troops that Zelenskyy said in December that the military wanted to mobilize. But after signing a security agreement with Finnish President Alexander Stubb in Kyiv on Wednesday, Zelenskyy said an audit requested by Ukraine's newly appointed commander-in-chief determined that the 500,000 figure was wrong, partly because existing troops could be sent from the rear to the front. He didn't say why that option wasn't considered previously.





    


Zelenskyy said he wasn't ready to say publicly how many new conscripts the Ukrainian army will need. 
"I can say that Russia is preparing to mobilize an additional 300,000 military personnel on June 1," Zelenskyy told reporters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ukrainian Defense Ministry statistics say the country's military had nearly 800,000 troops in October. That doesn't include National Guard or other units. In total, 1 million Ukrainians are in uniform, including about 300,000 who are serving on front lines.
Conscription has been a sensitive matter amid Ukraine's growing shortages of infantry and ammunition, which have helped give Russia the battlefield initiative. Russia's own problems with manpower and planning have so far prevented it from taking full advantage of its edge.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Ukraine lowers its conscription age to 25 to plug a shortfall in troop numbers fighting Russia.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports Ukraine's lowered the age of conscription in the fight against Russia.

    


    


The average soldier's age on both sides is over 40, military analysts say. Some Ukrainians worry that lowering the minimum conscription age to 25 and taking more young adults out of the workforce could backfire by further harming the war-ravaged economy, which is why the draft age wasn't simply set at 18. But the problem has become more pressing because Kyiv is expecting a renewed push by Russian forces this spring or summer.
The Russian military said Wednesday that it has experienced a recent surge in enlistments, attributing it to public outrage over last month's attack on a Moscow concert hall that killed more than 140 people. About 16,000 people have signed up in the last 10 days, Russia's Defense Ministry said, though its claim couldn't be independently verified.
An affiliate of the Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the concert hall attack, but the Kremlin has insisted, without providing evidence, that Ukraine and the West played a role, despite their strong denials.
Zelenskyy took almost a year to sign the law lowering the conscription age, perhaps reflecting how unpopular such a move might be.

    


Antonina Piliuhina, the 49-year-old Kyiv mother of a 21-years old son, said she opposed lowering the draft age.
"I have just one son, I am a single mother," Piliuhina said. "What did I raise him for all these years, for him to be taken away and then killed by someone for fun? I don't need this."
Mykola Petrovskyi, a 28-year-old social worker, said that although he loves Ukraine, he doesn't think it's right to send people to fight if they're unwilling.
"I am not ready to go somewhere tomorrow and kill people," Petrovskyi said. "It's not because I'm not a patriot of my country, it's because I am not ready to kill. I am not born for this. I am a person who's ready to help save someone's life, but not take one."
But Metelya, a 37-year-old soldier who used his nom de guerre instead of his real name due to security concerns, said he was all for lowering the draft age. He said he's been fighting since 2014 -- the year Russia illegally annexed Crimea from Ukraine -- and new troops are needed.

    


"If an 18-years old boy was ready to fight with us when we fought for Kyiv, then why can't a 25-years old adult man do the same?" he asked.
Zabolotna, the government watchdog analyst, said even though there are about half a million men ages 25 to 27, she estimates only about 50,000 would be added to the ranks. 
"Some of them are unfit for service, some have left, some are (in the) reserve or have the right to deferment," she said. 
The law's introduction is a signal that Ukraine is facing up to the reality that it's in a war of attrition and of competition for resources, said Orysia Lutsevych, head of the Ukraine forum and deputy director of the Russia and Eurasia Program at the Chatham House think tank in London.

    


Zelenskyy was hoping for a relatively quick end to the war, she said. But he realizes that Putin "is not just fighting Ukraine. His main enemy is the United States and its presence in Eastern Europe."
The initial enthusiasm for going out to fight against the Kremlin's forces has waned, though public support for the war remains high. 
Ukraine currently forbids men younger than 60 from traveling abroad. Many Ukrainian men are evading the draft by hiding at home or trying to bribe their way out of the battle. Commanders say they don't have enough soldiers to launch offensives, and barely enough to hold positions during intensifying Russian assaults.
Russia's population is more than three times the size of Ukraine's, and President Vladimir Putin has shown a willingness to force men to the front if not enough volunteer.
___
Associated Press reporters Illia Novikov and Srdjan Nedeljkovic contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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AP PHOTOS: 10 years after her killing, Anja Niedringhaus' photos speak for her

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A girl tries to peer through the holes of her burqa as she plays with other children in the old town of Kabul, Afghanistan, April 7, 2013. Despite Associated Press photographer Anja Niedringhaus' reputation as a war photographer, very often she found beauty and joy on assignment. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - A girl tries to peer through the holes of her burqa as she plays with other children in the old town of Kabul, Afghanistan, April 7, 2013. Despite Associated Press photographer Anja Niedringhaus' reputation as a war photographer, very often she found beauty and joy on assignment. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)
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    [image: FILE - A girl tries to peer through the holes of her burqa as she plays with other children in the old town of Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, April 7, 2013. Despite Associated Press photographer Anja Niedringhaus' reputation as a war photographer, very often she found beauty and joy on assignment. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - A picture of Afghan President Hamid Karzai hangs on a wall in the main room of the district municipality in eastern Kabul on Saturday, March 29, 2014, ahead of the April 5, 2014 election to choose a new president. Associated Press photographer Anja Niedringhaus was best known as a conflict photographer. Her work helped define the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - An honor guard stands next to men who arrived to mourn the death of late Vice President Field Marshal Mohammed Qasim Fahim outside his house in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday, March 10, 2014. The influential vice president, a leading commander in the alliance that fought the Taliban who was later accused with other warlords of targeting civilian areas during the country's civil war, died March 9, 2014. He was 57. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - A topless Ukrainian protester is arrested by Swiss police after climbing up a fence at the entrance to the center where the World Economic Forum is held in Davos, Switzerland Saturday, Jan. 28, 2012. The activists are from the group Femen, which had become popular in Ukraine for staging small, half-naked protests against a range of issues including oppression of political opposition. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Serena Williams of the United States reacts after winning against Zheng Jie of China during a third round women's singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, England, Saturday, June 30, 2012. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - A nomad kisses his young daughter while watching his herd in Marjah, Helmand province, Afghanistan on Oct. 20, 2012. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Mohamed Farah celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the men's 5000-meter final during the athletics in the Olympic Stadium at the 2012 Summer Olympics, London, Saturday, Aug. 11, 2012. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - An umpire watches the ball as a match unfolds on Court 18, as seen through wooden slats, at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships in Wimbledon, London, Wednesday, June 26, 2013. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Boys play soccer during a break at their school in Kandahar, southern Afghanistan, Tuesday, Oct 29, 2013. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Pakistani children get ready for class at Malala Yousufzai's old school in Mingora, Swat Valley, Pakistan on Saturday, Oct 5, 2013. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - A woman takes a dip in Lake Geneva at sunrise in Geneva, Switzerland on Sunday, July 21, 2013. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Afghan Army soldiers gather at a training facility on the outskirts of Kabul, Afghanistan, Wednesday, May 8, 2013. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Injured U.S. Marine Cpl. Burness Britt reacts after being lifted onto a medevac helicopter from the U.S. Army's Task Force Lift "Dust Off," Charlie Company 1-214 Aviation Regiment on Saturday, June 4, 2011. Britt was wounded in an IED strike near Sangin, in the Helmand Province of southern Afghanistan. During his first operation in Afghanistan he suffered a stroke and became partially paralyzed. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - A woman reacts while sitting in a taxi as different television networks call the presidential race for Barack Obama, in New York on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2008. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - A young Afghan girl plays with a broken shovel outside her makeshift house at a refugee camp in Kabul, Afghanistan, Friday, May 10, 2013. Thousands of Afghans displaced by the war in their own country live in slum-like conditions in refugee camps on the edge of the capital. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Seen through the eye grid of a burqa, women walk through a market in Kabul, Afghanistan on Thursday, April 11, 2013. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - A fruit seller lifts his son by his cheeks in the center of Kandahar, Afghanistan, Wednesday, March 12, 2014. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Children peek out of a bus as they leave school in Wajah Khiel, Swat Valley, Pakistan on Friday, Oct. 4, 2013. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - A child is administered a polio vaccination by a district health team worker outside a children's hospital in Peshawar, Pakistan on Wednesday, May 30, 2012. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Day laborer Zekrullah, 23, takes a break from preparing brick kilns at a factory on the outskirts of Kabul, Afghanistan, Thursday, Nov 7, 2013. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Journalists, including Associated Press photographer Anja Niedringhaus, reflected in the window at lower center, surround the car of Bouthaina Shaaban, advisor to Syrian President Assad, as she leaves after meeting with the Syrian opposition at the United Nations headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, Switzerland, Monday, Jan. 27, 2014. On April 4, 2014, outside a heavily guarded government compound in eastern Afghanistan, Niedringhaus was killed by an Afghan police officer as she sat in her car. She was 48 years old. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)]
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                                        If she had lived, there would have been so many more photos.
Anja could have gone to Kabul for the chaotic U.S. withdrawal, and to war-shattered Ukraine after the Russian invasion. She would have been at the Olympics, and at center court at Wimbledon. She would have been at all the places where compassionate photographers with trained eyes make it their business to be.
But on April 4, 2014, outside a heavily guarded government compound in eastern Afghanistan, Associated Press photographer Anja Niedringhaus was killed by an Afghan police officer as she sat in her car. She was 48 years old. Her colleague Kathy Gannon, who was sitting beside her, was badly wounded in the attack.
Anja had a convulsive laugh, a thick German accent and an irrepressible decency that elicited trust from the people on the other side of her lens. She trusted them back, making photographs that captured their struggle for humanity, even in some of the world's most difficult places.

    


The three of us became friends in Sarajevo in the early 1990s, when ethnic fighting was savaging the former Yugoslavia and a generation of young photojournalists came into their own. Anja was at the European Pressphoto Agency. We were at the AP.
But while Anja was fiercely competitive, she was also fiercely loyal. Soon we were sharing armored cars, unheated hotel rooms, games of Yahtzee and too many Marlboros.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At a time when women journalists were rare in war zones, Anja was best known as a conflict photographer. Her work helped define the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya. Some of the most memorable images from those dark pages in history -- ones you might well recognize -- came from her camera and her vision.
But Anja never made much out of being a woman surrounded by men. And to see only her conflict work would be a mistake.
She was one of the great sports photographers, whether capturing Serena Williams jumping for joy after a Wimbledon victory or the immense smile of British runner Mohamed Farah as he takes Olympic gold in the 5,000-meter. She photographed everything from European elections to global summits. She mentored young photographers everywhere she went. She expertly told small stories of everyday life in dozens of countries.

    


And despite her reputation as a war photographer, very often she found beauty and joy on assignment -- even in those difficult places where she spent so much time. And especially in the place where she ultimately lost her life.
Just look at her photos. She found joy in the moment when an Afghan nomad tenderly kissed his infant daughter, and happiness among Afghan girls finally able to go to school. She found beauty as a swimmer waded into Lake Geneva at sunrise.
She did it all. Now she is 10 years gone. And these images -- the ones that were so important to her and so important to understanding a jumbled world -- are what is left to speak for her. 
___
Jacqueline Larma is deputy director of photography for special projects for The Associated Press. Enric Marti is deputy director of photography for enterprise. Both are veteran AP photographers. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/photos-afghanistan-sports-photographer-f8e530c88c72aa173c4f39cbd9697896
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    [image: Piet De Staercke, from back right to left, with his wife Jill Bornauw, their eldest son Stan De Staercke, watch their youngest Tuur de Staercke, get screened by a Custom Border Protection officer, right, in the port of entry at Washington Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Va. Monday, April 1, 2024. The Belgian family of four, used the Mobile Passport Control app, the newest technology in international travel, to ease their way to their port of entry. Within minutes they had bypassed a long line of people waiting at the airport's passport control and were waiting for their luggage. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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[image: International travelers not using the Mobile Passport Control app, stop and use the portal to get their initial processing and instructions on their next procedure, in the port of entry at Washington Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Va. Monday, April 1, 2024. A Mobile Passport Control app user can bypass this procedure and go straight to a Custom Border Protection officer for processing easing their way to the port of entry. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | International travelers not using the Mobile Passport Control app, stop and use the portal to get their initial processing and instructions on their next procedure, in the port of entry at Washington Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Va. Monday, April 1, 2024. A Mobile Passport Control app user can bypass this procedure and go straight to a Custom Border Protection officer for processing easing their way to the port of entry. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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[image: A Custom Border Protection officer, right, puts his thumb up as Tuur de Staercke, left, gets screened in the port of entry as his family watches at Washington Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Va. Monday, April 1, 2024. The Belgian family of four, used the Mobile Passport Control app, the newest technology in international travel, to ease their way to their port of entry. Within minutes they had bypassed a long line of people waiting at the airport's passport control and were waiting for their luggage. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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[image: International travelers go down the escalator to get processed at the port of entry at Washington Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Va. Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | International travelers go down the escalator to get processed at the port of entry at Washington Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Va. Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Belgian family of four was on their fourth trip to the United States. They had been dreading the long line at passport control when they entered the country but had heard about a new app they could use to ease their way and decided to give it a shot. Within minutes, they had bypassed the long line at Washington Dulles International Airport and were waiting for their luggage.
"It was always a long row," said Piet De Staercke of the line to go through passport screening. He, his wife and two sons were visiting Washington and Chicago. "We were a bit scared. But now with the app, it's amazing."
As travel continues to boom following coronavirus pandemic-related slumps, U.S. Customs and Border Protection is expanding the use of technology like the Mobile Passport Control app the De Staercke family used in an effort to process the ever-growing number of passengers traveling internationally. And with events like a rare solar eclipse, the Olympics in Paris, and summer holidays still driving international travel, those numbers don't look set to drop anytime soon.

    


Customs and Border Protection officials gave The Associated Press a behind-the-scenes look at some of the technologies they've been using and what to expect in the months and years ahead.




THE NUMBERS
During fiscal year 2023, the agency processed over 394 million travelers at the ports of entry. That's a 24% increase over the previous year. When looking at the country's top 20 airports by passenger volume, officers processed 31% more travelers while average wait times increased 11%. And at some of the busiest airports, the wait times have had negligible increases or even decreased. At JFK Airport in New York, for example, wait times went down -- by 0.4 of a second on average -- while CBP officers processed 33% more travelers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Increasingly, people are traveling internationally with their families rather than going abroad alone for business.

    


MORE APPS
Officials are moving more toward app-based technologies to speed passengers' movement through the airport. The Mobile Passport Control app used by the Belgian family is one example. It's available to U.S. citizens, but also to lawful permanent residents, certain Canadians and travelers from countries who are part of the Visa Waiver Program who've already been to the U.S. at least once.
Passengers upload their photos and information to the app. When they enter the screening area, they get routed to a separate line. The officer then just needs to take a photo of one member of the family and it pulls up the entire group's photos and their information.
CBP launched the app in 2021 but is now trying to get more people to use it, including by working with airlines to allow the app to be downloaded while the plane is in flight and putting up signs at airports to let travelers know about it. Last year, a record 4.1 million people came into the country using the app.
"Any second that we can save through the process, it saves time because it adds up eventually," said Marc Calixte, the top CBP official at Dulles.

    


Last September, the agency also created an app specifically for passengers who use Global Entry. That's one of the "Trusted Traveler" programs CBP runs that allows certain low-risk passengers who make an appointment for an interview and submit to a background check to travel through customs and passport control more quickly when they arrive in the U.S.
IMPROVEMENTS TO GLOBAL ENTRY
Last year saw a record 3.2 million people apply to the Global Entry program, and this year the agency is on track to field about 4 million applications, said Brendan Blackmer, CBP branch chief for the Trusted Traveler Programs. But passengers have complained about how long it can take to get applications processed and their struggles to get appointments. On its website, CBP says it averages four to six months to process applications. In February, 17 members of Congress wrote to CBP demanding information, saying they were fielding complaints from constituents over the wait times. 
Blackmer said the agency has pushed to improve the process, including by allowing nearly 100% of people renewing their status to do so without having to come into an enrollment center. That frees up appointments for first-time applicants. And it's pushing for more people to be able to complete the process while they're in the airport, either leaving or returning from a trip.

    


There are also more appointments available, Blackmer said, although some cities like San Francisco are still seeing so much demand that appointments can take more than 90 days to get.
"We've done a lot of work the past year and a half, and the agency's in a better position now and able to meet the demand for the program. And we're going to continue to work," Blackmer said.
FEE INCREASES
Come Oct. 1, people using some of the Trusted Traveler Programs will see increases to the fees they pay. The cost of NEXUS, a U.S.-Canadian program designed to ease travel between the two countries for pre-approved travelers, will go from $50 to $120. Global Entry will go from $100 to $120. SENTRI, for pre-approved travelers on the southern border with Mexico, will go down, from $122.50 to $120.

    


But the fees will now cover all kids under 18 regardless of which program you're in.
What's unchanged is that approval for the programs will still be good for five years.
WHAT'S NEXT?
Calixte said possibly by the end of summer the airport will be opening so-called E-Gates where passengers using Global Entry can use the app, bypass an officer at a booth, and instead go to a gate where their photo is taken and matched to their passport, and, assuming no red flags arise, the gates open and they pass out of the customs and passport control area and are on their way. 
Further on the horizon, Blackmer said the agency is exploring a concept called smart queuing, where the app assigns passengers to certain lines depending on information they have entered into the app, such as whether they have goods to declare.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of travel at https://apnews.com/hub/travel.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal Reserve officials will likely reduce their benchmark interest rate later this year, Chair Jerome Powell said Wednesday, despite recent reports showing that the U.S. economy is still strong and that U.S. inflation picked up in January and February. 
"The recent data do not ... materially change the overall picture," Powell said in a speech at Stanford University, "which continues to be one of solid growth, a strong but rebalancing labor market, and inflation moving down toward 2% on a sometimes bumpy path."
Most Fed officials "see it as likely to be appropriate" to start cutting their key rate "at some point this year," he added.
In his speech, Powell also sought to dispel any notion that the Fed's interest-rate decisions might be affected by this year's presidential election campaign. The Fed will meet and decide whether to cut rates during the peak of the campaign, in July and September.

    


Fed officials will face a delicate decision during those months and during their upcoming meetings in May and June. The policymakers must take care not to cut rates too soon or inflation could stay high -- or even re-accelerate. Annual inflation ticked up in February to 2.5%, according to the central bank's preferred measure, though that was down sharply from its peak of 7.1%.




Yet if Fed officials wait too long to reduce rates, the current high borrowing costs for mortgages, car loans and business loans could seriously weaken the economy -- even tip it into a recession. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Though inflation has cooled significantly from its peak, it remains above the Fed's 2% target. And average prices are still well above their pre-pandemic levels -- a source of discontent for many Americans and potentially a threat to President Joe Biden's re-election bid.
The recent pickup in inflation, though slight, has led some economists to postpone their projections for when the Fed will begin cutting rates. Rate cuts would begin to reverse the 11 increases the Fed carried out beginning in March 2022 to fight the worst inflation bout in four decades. A lower Fed rate would likely lead, over time, to reduced borrowing rates for households and businesses.

    


Some economists now predict that the central bank's first rate cut won't come until July or even later. That expectation has fueled speculation on Wall Street that the Fed might end up deciding to delay rate cuts until after the presidential election. The Fed's November meeting will take place Nov. 6-7, immediately after Election Day.
Former President Donald Trump has called Powell "political" for considering rate cuts that Trump has said could benefit Biden and other Democrats. Powell was first nominated to be Fed chair by Trump, who has said that, if he is elected president, he will replace Powell when the chair's term ends in 2026.
In his speech Wednesday, Powell noted that Congress intended the Fed to be fully independent of politics, with officials serving long terms that don't coincide with elections.
"This independence," Powell said, "both enables and requires us to make our monetary policy decisions without consideration of short-term political matters."

    


In the past, presidents such as Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon sometimes bluntly pressured Fed leaders to cut rates before elections to try to boost the economy. In contrast, recent presidents have avoided publicly pressuring the Fed, with the striking exception of Trump, who denounced Powell for raising the Fed's benchmark rate in 2018 during the Trump presidency. 
"If you look at the modern historical record, you'll see that the Fed has been prepared to move or not move, and do what it thinks is the right thing for the economy ... without regard to outside considerations," Powell said, "and it's important to just have people know that." 
When they met two weeks ago, Fed officials forecast that they could cut their benchmark rate three times this year. Still, nearly half the 19 policymakers penciled in just two or fewer rate cuts.
Strong economic growth could diminish the likelihood of a Fed rate cut later this year for two reasons. One is that steady hiring and brisk consumer spending can lead companies to raise prices and thereby worsen inflation.

    


The other reason is that a healthy economy reduces the need for the Fed to cut rates, which tends to stimulate growth. Typically, the central bank reduces its key rate when growth stumbles and companies start cutting jobs. Powell and other officials have underscored that as long as the economy remains healthy, they can take time to assess the path of inflation and ensure that it's headed back down to their 2% target.
Last week, a government report showed that consumer spending accelerated in February, and prices rose faster than is consisted with the Fed's inflation target for the second straight month.

    


"On inflation, it is too soon to say whether the recent readings represent more than just a bump," Powell said. "Given the strength of the economy and progress on inflation so far, we have time to let the incoming data guide our decisions on policy."
In remarks this week, some other Fed officials reiterated their expectations for three quarter-point rate reductions this year, while also underscoring that such cuts would depend on inflation slowing from the January and February readings. 
"I think three is still reasonable, but it's a close call," Loretta Mester, president of the Federal Reserve's Cleveland branch, told reporters Tuesday.
Still, Raphael Bostic, president of the Atlanta Fed, said earlier Wednesday on CNBC that he envisions just one interest rate cut this year, likely in the final three months of the year.
Mester and Bostic are among the 12 policymakers with a vote on the central bank's interest rate decisions this year. 
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                                        Brown rats are the undisputed winners of the real rat race.
New research suggests that they crawled off ships arriving in North America earlier than previously thought and out-competed rodent rivals - going on to infuriate and disgust generations of city-dwellers and becoming so ubiquitous that they're known as common rats, street rats or sewer rats.
It didn't take long for them to push aside the black rats that had likely arrived with Columbus and thrived in colonial cities.
After first appearing on the continent before 1740, brown rats took over the East Coast from black rats "in only a matter of decades," said Michael Buckley, one of the authors of a study published Wednesday in the journal Science Advances.
Brown rats are larger and more aggressive than black rats -- and they want to be close to human populations, said Matthew Frye, a researcher and community educator with the New York State Integrated Pest Management Program at Cornell University.

    


From this research, "we know a more exact time of when they arrived and then what they were doing once they got here," said Frye, who was not involved with the study. "Having that picture of the rat population helps us better understand what they're doing and maybe how we can manage them."




Neither rat species is native to North America, said Buckley, of the University of Manchester in the United Kingdom. Scientists used to think that brown rats arrived around 1776. The new study pushes that date back by more than 35 years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Buckley and his colleagues analyzed rodent bones that had already been excavated by archeologists. The remains came from 32 settlements in eastern North America and the Gulf of Mexico dated from the founding of Jamestown in 1607 through the early 1900s. Other samples were from seven shipwrecks dating from about 1550 to 1770.
The data suggests that shipping networks across the Atlantic Ocean "essentially functioned as rat superhighways," with brown rats gaining their earliest footholds in coastal shipping centers, said Ryan Kennedy, a study author at Indiana University who researches animal remains at archaeological sites.

    


One probable reason they dominated, researchers suggest, is that they ate food black rats would otherwise have consumed - which may have reduced reproduction among black rats. Historical anecdotes back up this finding, describing the near disappearance of black rats from cities in the 1830s.
Today, both types of rats exist in North American cities, though brown rats are more prevalent. Some urban centers are especially overrun. New York City, for example, last year hired a "rat czar " to tackle a growing problem there.
The biggest issue? Rats can carry diseases. Brown rats are known to spread a bacterial disease called leptospirosis, which is caused by bacteria in the urine of infected animals. They can also help spread murine typhus and food-borne germs like salmonella.
Experts said knowing which type of rat leads the pack helps cities control the pests -- even if it may not seem like it sometimes. 

    


For instance, brown rats like to hang out on or near the ground rather than in the trees or other high spots, where black rats often prefer to stay. 
Both black and brown rats are omnivores, but brown rats are especially fond of animal products -- meaning reducing those in food wastes "should have the greatest chance of reducing the value of urban habitats for rat populations," Buckley said.
Frye said all efforts to cut down on available food waste help.
"Food availability is the No. 1 reason that brown rats are there," he said. "Any efforts to sort of prevent rats from getting at food sources is an effective measure."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- In a scathing indictment of Microsoft corporate security and transparency, a Biden administration-appointed review board issued a report Tuesday saying "a cascade of errors" by the tech giant let state-backed Chinese cyber operators break into email accounts of senior U.S. officials including Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo.
The Cyber Safety Review Board, created in 2021 by executive order, describes shoddy cybersecurity practices, a lax corporate culture and a lack of sincerity about the company's knowledge of the targeted breach, which affected multiple U.S. agencies that deal with China. 
It concluded that "Microsoft's security culture was inadequate and requires an overhaul" given the company's ubiquity and critical role in the global technology ecosystem. Microsoft products "underpin essential services that support national security, the foundations of our economy, and public health and safety."

    


The panel said the intrusion, discovered in June by the State Department and dating to May "was preventable and should never have occurred," blaming its success on "a cascade of avoidable errors." What's more, the board said, Microsoft still doesn't know how the hackers got in.
The panel made sweeping recommendations, including urging Microsoft to put on hold adding features to its cloud computing environment until "substantial security improvements have been made." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It said Microsoft's CEO and board should institute "rapid cultural change" including publicly sharing "a plan with specific timelines to make fundamental, security-focused reforms across the company and its full suite of products." 
In a statement, Microsoft said it appreciated the board's investigation and would "continue to harden all our systems against attack and implement even more robust sensors and logs to help us detect and repel the cyber-armies of our adversaries."

    


In all, the state-backed Chinese hackers broke into the Microsoft Exchange Online email of 22 organizations and more than 500 individuals around the world including the U.S. ambassador to China, Nicholas Burns -- accessing some cloud-based email boxes for at least six weeks and downloading some 60,000 emails from the State Department alone, the 34-page report said. Three think tanks and foreign government entities, including a number of British organizations, were among those compromised, it said.
The board, convened by Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas in August, accused Microsoft of making inaccurate public statements about the incident -- including issuing a statement saying it believed it had determined the likely root cause of the intrusion "when, in fact, it still has not." Microsoft did not update that misleading blog post, published in September, until mid-March after the board repeatedly asked if it planned to issue a correction, it said.
Separately, the board expressed concern about a separate hack disclosed by the Redmond, Washington, company in January -- this one of email accounts including those of an undisclosed number of senior Microsoft executives and an undisclosed number of Microsoft customers and attributed to state-backed Russian hackers.

    


The board lamented "a corporate culture that deprioritized both enterprise security investments and rigorous risk management."
The Chinese hack was initially disclosed in July by Microsoft in a blog post and carried out by a group the company calls Storm-0558. That same group, the panel noted, has been engaged in similar intrusions -- compromising cloud providers or stealing authentication keys so it can break into accounts -- since at least 2009, targeting companies including Google, Yahoo, Adobe, Dow Chemical and Morgan Stanley.
Microsoft noted in its statement that the hackers involved are "well-resourced nation state threat actors who operate continuously and without meaningful deterrence."
The company said it recognizes that recent events "have demonstrated a need to adopt a new culture of engineering security in our own networks," adding it has "mobilized our engineering teams to identify and mitigate legacy infrastructure, improve processes, and enforce security benchmarks."
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                    Federal prosecutors chided the judge presiding over former President Donald Trump's classified documents case in Florida, warning her off potential jury instructions that they said rest on a "fundamentally flawed legal premise."
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    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at a rally in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump does a little dance after speaking, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at a rally in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal prosecutors chided the judge presiding over former President Donald Trump's classified documents case in Florida, warning her off potential jury instructions that they said rest on a "fundamentally flawed legal premise."
In an unusual order, U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon had asked prosecutors and defense lawyers to formulate proposed jury instructions for most of the charges even though it remains unclear when the case might reach trial. She asked the lawyers to respond to two different scenarios in which she appeared to accept the Republican ex-president's argument that he was entitled under a statute known as the Presidential Records Act to retain the sensitive documents he is now charged with possessing.
The order surprised legal experts and alarmed special counsel Jack Smith's team, which said in a filing late Tuesday that the 1978 law -- which requires presidents to return presidential records to the government upon leaving office but permits them to retain purely personal ones -- has no relevance in a case concerning highly classified documents like the ones Trump is alleged to have stored at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida.

    


Those records, prosecutors said, were clearly not personal and there is no evidence Trump ever designated them as such. They said that the suggestion he did so was "invented" only after it became public that he had taken with him to Mar-a-Lago after his presidency boxes of records from the White House and that none of the witnesses they interviewed in the investigation support his argument.




"Not a single one had heard Trump say that he was designating records as personal or that, at the time he caused the transfer of boxes to Mar-a-Lago, he believed that his removal of records amounted to designating them as personal under the PRA," prosecutors wrote. "To the contrary, every witness who was asked this question had never heard such a thing."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Smith's team said that if the judge insists on citing the presidential records law in her jury instructions, she should let the lawyers know as soon as possible so that prosecutors can appeal.

    


The filing reflects continued exasperation by prosecutors at Cannon's handling of the case. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Prosecutors in Trump's classified documents case sharply rebuke judge's unusual and 'flawed' order.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports prosecutors in Trump's classified documents case chide the judge over an order.

    

The Trump-appointed judge has yet to rule on multiple defense motions to dismiss the indictment as well as other disagreements between the two sides, and the trial date remains unsettled, suggesting that a criminal case that Smith's team has said features overwhelming evidence could remain unresolved by the time of the November presidential election. 
Cannon, who earlier faced blistering criticism over her decision to grant Trump's request for an independent arbiter to review documents obtained during an FBI search of Mar-a-Lago, heard arguments last month on two of Trump's motions to dismiss the case, including that the Presidential Records Act permitted him to designate the documents as personal and that he was therefore permitted to retain them. 
The judge appeared skeptical of that position but did not immediately rule. Days later, she asked the two sides to craft jury instructions that responded to the following premise: "A president has sole authority under the PRA to categorize records as personal or presidential during his/her presidency. Neither a court nor a jury is permitted to make or review such a categorization decision."

    


An outgoing president's decision to exclude personal records from those returned to the government, she continued, "constitutes a president's categorization of those records as personal under the PRA."
That interpretation of the law is wrong, prosecutors said. They also urged Cannon to move quickly in rejecting the defense motion to dismiss.
"The PRA's distinction between personal and presidential records has no bearing on whether a former President's possession of documents containing national defense information is authorized under the Espionage Act, and the PRA should play no role in the jury instructions on the elements of Section 793," they said, citing the statute that makes it a crime to illegally retain national defense information. 

    


"Indeed, based on the current record, the PRA should not play any role at trial at all," they added.
Trump, Republicans' presumptive nominee for 2024, is facing dozens of felony counts related to the mishandling of classified documents, according to an indictment alleging he improperly shared a Pentagon "plan of attack" and a classified map related to a military operation. The Florida case is among four criminal cases against the former president, who has insisted he did nothing wrong in any of them.
In a separate Trump team filing, defense lawyers renewed their demand that Cannon dismiss the indictment.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-classified-documents-a99a6bc9fd9b44ffddecf979f8e1baa9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Caitlin Clark's path to stardom paved by pioneering players who changed trajectory for women's hoops | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Caitlin Clark's path to stardom paved by pioneering players who changed trajectory for women's hoops

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Nancy Lieberman-Cline of the WNBA's Phoenix Mercury poses after practice at America West Arena in Phoenix, Wednesday, June 11, 1997. (AP Photo/Eric Drotter, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rutgers University women's basketball head coach C. Vivian Stringer, right, is congratulated by her fill-in presenters, Hall of Famers Ann Meyers, left, and Lynette Woodward, center, during Stringer's enshrinement ceremony into the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Mass., Friday night, Sept. 11, 2009. Long before Caitlin Clark broke records, packed arenas across the country like Taylor Swift in sneakers and inspired young girls to be like her, women's basketball looked very different than it does today. (AP Photo/Stephan Savoia, File)]
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[image: FILE - Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) stands with teammate after being presented with a commemorative basketball after the team's NCAA college basketball game against Michigan, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Clark broke the NCAA women's career scoring record. While Clark has done her part with every step-back logo 3-pointer she makes, a generation of women cleared the way for her and others. (AP Photo/Matthew Putney, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ann Meyers drives during practice at the NBA rookie camp for the Indiana Pacers in Indianapolis, Sept. 10, 1978. Greats like Ann Meyers Drysdale laid the foundation for the heights the game has reached in 2024. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Lynette Woodard (4) of the Cleveland Rockers gets off a shot as Sue Wicks (23) of the New York Liberty tries to defend during the first half of a WNBA game in Cleveland, Ohio, Monday, July 14, 1997. Until 1997, there was no WNBA. Media coverage was minimal. The madness of March was almost exclusively the men's domain. (AP Photo/Phil Long, FIle)]
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[image: FILE - Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2021 inductee Pearl Moore speaks at a news conference at Mohegan Sun, Friday, Sept. 10, 2021, in Uncasville, Conn. Long before Iowa star Caitlin Clark hit her first long-range three or signed her first autograph, Hall of Famer Pearl Moore had already set the scoring standard for women's basketball. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ann Meyers drives during practice at the NBA rookie camp for the Indiana Pacers in Indianapolis, Sept. 10, 1978. Greats like Ann Meyers Drysdale laid the foundation for the heights the game has reached in 2024. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Lynette Woodard (4) of the Cleveland Rockers gets off a shot as Sue Wicks (23) of the New York Liberty tries to defend during the first half of a WNBA game in Cleveland, Ohio, Monday, July 14, 1997. Until 1997, there was no WNBA. Media coverage was minimal. The madness of March was almost exclusively the men's domain. (AP Photo/Phil Long, FIle)]
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[image: FILE - Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2021 inductee Pearl Moore speaks at a news conference at Mohegan Sun, Friday, Sept. 10, 2021, in Uncasville, Conn. Long before Iowa star Caitlin Clark hit her first long-range three or signed her first autograph, Hall of Famer Pearl Moore had already set the scoring standard for women's basketball. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill, File)]
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                                        CLEVELAND (AP) -- Long before Caitlin Clark broke records, packed arenas across the country like a Taylor Swift in sneakers and inspired young girls to be like her, women's basketball looked very different than it does today.
Until 1997, there was no WNBA. Media coverage was minimal. The madness of March was almost exclusively the men's domain.
Born five years following the WNBA's launch, Clark has never known anything but what she's helped create -- a spectacular game underscored by a record 12.3 million viewers watching Monday's LSU-Iowa rematch in the NCAA Tournament -- and a sport with room to grow.
While Clark has done her part with every step-back logo 3-pointer, a generation of women cleared the way.
And as the Final Four roars into Cleveland this week --- Clark is there after scoring 41 in the regional final to dethrone Angel Reese and the defending champion Tigers -- those roundball revolutionaries are getting a long overdue salute.

    


More than 40 years later, Nancy Lieberman remembers Billie Jean King assuring her she was blazing trails.
"She told me when I was 22, 'You're a pioneer,'" said Lieberman, whose on-court wizardry earned her the nickname "Lady Magic" and made her a three-time Kodak All-American at Old Dominion, two-time Olympian and Naismith Hall of Famer.




"I'm like, what? I'm a pioneer? I didn't know what she meant. I know what she means now."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's easy to forget that the 1996 U.S. Olympic team, which jumpstarted two professional leagues, played in 5,000-seat arenas during the Atlanta Games. And before those leagues launched, women went overseas to play professionally.
As Clark rewrote the record books this season while pushing TV viewership to unimaginable levels and pulling unprecedented attention to the women's game, she steered the spotlight toward stars who preceded her. With the same deft touch as one of her down-court passes for an assist to a fast-breaking teammate, Clark has connected present to past.

    


Before dynasties at South Carolina, UConn, Tennessee or Louisana Tech, there were dominant programs at Delta State and Immaculata University, the first women's national champions in 1972.
Clark's run has also illuminated the contributions of some of the sport's giants -- greats like Lieberman, Ann Meyers Drysdale, Pearl Moore, Carol Blazejowski, Cheryl Miller, Maya Moore, Lynette Woodard and many others who laid the foundation for the heights the game has reached in 2024.
These women, some of whom have records that still aren't acknowledged by the NCAA, have been glossed over in these Tik-Tok times.
"Those are the forgotten names, and they're only brought up because there's a record that was being broken where we haven't done a great job at historically producing documentaries on the history of women's basketball," said South Carolina coach Dawn Staley, who has her undefeated team in a fourth straight Final Four.
"We have to do a better job," Staley added. "This day and age will be documented and told a million times, and I hope when that's being told that we pull from the legends. We're standing on their shoulders, and what they've done should not be forgotten."

    


Maybe not household names like today's top players, who have benefitted from increased media attention the past two decades, and when NIL didn't mean name, image and likeness but literally what they received for playing, they are the ones who made everything possible.
Barrier busters and then some.
"Some people play the game, and some people change the game," Lieberman said in a phone interview. "I changed the game. Caitlin has changed the game. Cheryl Miller changed the game. Diana Taurasi changed the game. Brittney Griner changed the game and that doesn't mean you're not a hell of a player.
"There's a lot of really good players, but how many have really changed the game?"
And my, how the game has changed.
Since 1972 and Title IX's historic passing, which at least in theory gave females the same athletic opportunities as their male counterparts, women's basketball has grown from a gym class activity in some places to a global game.

    


Professional leagues with varying degrees of success started and folded before the WNBA, which has blossomed in popularity with players and teams proudly promoting social activism and inclusion -- along with playing high-level hoops.
For Meyers Drysdale, it's been like watching a child learn how to crawl, walk and run.
It's hard to imagine, but it wasn't that long ago when women didn't receive athletic scholarships. In fact, Meyers Drysdale, who had a highly publicized NBA tryout 45 years ago, was the first to get four-year financial assistance.
She followed her All-American brother, Dave, and played at UCLA, a decision she made casually at a family cookout.
"David was teammates with Kenny Washington and Kenny was going to be the women's coach," Meyers Drysdale said. "They came home for a weekend and said, 'How would you like to go to UCLA and play basketball?' I said, OK. That was the extent of my recruitment."

    


That memory draws a hearty laugh from Meyers Drysdale, who was Clark and LSU's Angel Reese rolled into one.
One of 11 children, she was one of one on the court -- or anywhere she competed.
Along with basketball, Meyers Drysdale played softball, badminton, field hockey, tennis and ran track. So gifted, she won the female version of ABC's "The Superstars" and competed in the men's event. During filming she met her husband, Don, a Hall of Fame pitcher with the Dodgers who died of a heart attack in 1993.
Her flirtation with the men's pro game came in 1979, when Meyers Drysdale made history as the first female to get an NBA tryout after signing a $50,000 free agent contract with Indiana.
She held her own before being cut by the Pacers after six practices, but her foray on the floor with men was a pivotal moment of acceptance for women. Doors were beginning to open.
"I got a lot of publicity with my tryout," she said. "It helped. We didn't have podcasts. We didn't have social media. We had the local TV stations. We had local newspapers. You didn't have all the stuff they have today."
Lieberman and Meyers Drysdale don't begrudge the modern player. Just the opposite. They lit the torch and proudly passed it along.
When they were young, there were no professional star to inspire them, no chartered planes for road trips, no state-of-the-art facilities on college campuses -- not even basic equipment.
The late Pat Summitt -- who made a meager $250 a month when she started at Tennessee -- had to fight for athletic apparel like sports bras.
"We didn't have trainers or anyone to tape our ankles," said Meyers Drysdale, vice president of the Phoenix Mercury. "We didn't have practice uniforms. You'd wear the same uniform two or three years in a row."
For Lieberman, the soaring state of women's basketball is a testament to her generation and a new one pushing it higher.
In recent years, the 65-year-old has bonded with Clark, and Lieberman finally got to see her play in person last week when she attended the superstar's home finale in Iowa City. When it ended, Clark presented Lieberman with one of her game-worn jerseys.
"The greatest thing that has happened to women's basketball for the next level of growth is Caitlin Clark, Angel Reese and some of those kiddos," Lieberman said. "But in particular what this woman has done. She kind of did this."
Some pioneers helped.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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South Koreans bid emotional farewell to beloved panda leaving for China

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday. (AP video: Yong-ho Kim)
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    [image: A vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, arrives for a farewell ceremony before Fu Bao is transferred to the airport for China at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at the rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: FILE - Giant panda Fu Bao eats bamboo at Everland amusement park on March 3, 2024, in Yongin, South Korea. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at the rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday, April 3. (Chung Sung-Jun/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: A vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, moves past at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: A vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, arrives for a farewell ceremony before being transferred to the airport for China at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | A vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, arrives for a farewell ceremony before being transferred to the airport for China at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11
A vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, arrives for a farewell ceremony before being transferred to the airport for China at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday.(AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: A vehicle, rear left, carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, arrives for its farewell ceremony at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | A vehicle, rear left, carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, arrives for its farewell ceremony at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: Visitors hold pictures of Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, before Fu Bao is transferred to the airport for China at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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Visitors hold pictures of Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, before Fu Bao is transferred to the airport for China at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: A vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, moves past at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at the rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Visitors wipe tears after a vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, moves to the airport at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at the rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to their beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Visitors gather to see a vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, before she was transferred to the airport for China at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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Visitors gather to see a vehicle carrying Fu Bao, the first giant panda born in South Korea, before she was transferred to the airport for China at the Everland amusement park in Yongin, South Korea, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: In this photo taken April 3, 2024 and released by China's National Forestry and Grassland Administration, Giant panda Fu Bao is seen in a cage after arriving on a plane from South Korea at the Shuangliu airport in Chengdu. Fu Bao has been a major attraction at the Everland theme park near Seoul since she was born there in 2020 to two pandas who came from China earlier on a lease program. On Wednesday, many panda fans in South Korea braved rain to attend a farewell ceremony at the Everland park for Fu Bao, who was flown to China later in the day. (via AP)]
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[image: In this photo taken April 3, 2024 and released by China's National Forestry and Grassland Administration, Giant panda Fu Bao is lowered on a platform after arriving on a plane from South Korea at the Shuangliu airport in Chengdu. Fu Bao has been a major attraction at the Everland theme park near Seoul since she was born there in 2020 to two pandas who came from China earlier on a lease program. On Wednesday, many panda fans in South Korea braved rain to attend a farewell ceremony at the Everland park for Fu Bao, who was flown to China later in the day. (via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- A crowd of people, some weeping, gathered at a rain-soaked amusement park in South Korea to bid farewell to a beloved giant panda before her departure to China on Wednesday.
Fu Bao has been a major attraction at the Everland theme park near Seoul since she was born there in 2020 to pandas Ai Bao and Le Bao, who came from China in 2016 on a 15-year lease program.
China sends pandas abroad as a sign of goodwill but maintains ownership over the animals and their cubs. Decades of conservation efforts in the wild and study in captivity saved the species from extinction, increasing its population from fewer than 1,000 at one time to more than 1,800 in the wild and in captivity.
On Wednesday, many panda fans in South Korea braved rain to attend a farewell ceremony at the Everland park for Fu Bao, who was to be flown to China later in the day.

    


As a truck carrying Fu Bao slowly moved to a plaza in the rain, many visitors wearing raincoats or holding umbrellas waved flags, shouted their parting messages and took photos with their mobile phones. Some loudly cried or wiped away tears.
The truck was decorated with a huge picture of Fu Bao and the message "It was a miracle that we met you. Thank you, Fu Bao." 
But she wasn't shown to the public on Wednesday. The park last showed her to the public on March 3.
"You are our baby panda forever even if 10 years pass or 100 years pass," zookeeper Kang Cheol-won said in a speech during the ceremony. "Dear all, Fu Bao is now leaving. Please, remember Fu Bao for a long, long time ... and please don't cry much!"
Fu Bao's mother, Ai Bao, gave birth last year to female twin cubs, the first panda twins born in South Korea. 
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Yes, we're divided. But new AP-NORC poll shows Americans still agree on most core American values

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Most U.S. adults share many core values on what it means to be an American despite the country's deep political polarization according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
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    [image: FILE - The Capitol is seen as water sprinklers soak the National Mall on a hot summer morning in Washington, July 15, 2022. A new poll finds that most Americans share many core values on what it means to be an American despite the country's deep political polarization. The poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that about 9 in 10 U.S. adults say the right to vote, the right to equal protection under the law and the right to privacy are important or very important to the U.S.'s identity as a nation.(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Despite the country's deep political polarization, most Americans share many core beliefs about what it means to be an American, according to a new poll.

The poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that about 9 in 10 U.S. adults say the right to vote, the right to equal protection under the law and the right to privacy are extremely important or very important to the United States' identity as a nation. The survey also found that 84% feel the same way about the freedom of religion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


The results, which included perspectives on a number of different freedoms and rights, have only small variances between Republicans and Democrats except on the right to bear arms, which Republicans are more likely to see as core to the nation's identity. The overall findings are striking because they come at a time of extreme partisanship when political agreements seem rare and concerns are heightened over the potential for violence during a volatile presidential election year.

"If you get a bunch of normal people at random and put them in a room together and chat about issues, there's a lot more convergence than you might imagine," said Michael Albertus, a political science professor at the University of Chicago.

    









A more pessimistic assessment of the country was reflected in another finding -- that only about 3 in 10 Americans believe the nation's democracy is functioning well. About half say the U.S. is a poorly functioning democracy, while 14% say the U.S. is not a democracy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The tension between the broad consensus on the country's fundamental values and discontent with how well its form of government is working is not a surprise, experts say.

"Part of it is really our leaders are not reflecting the electorate, and they behave in a way that's much more polarized than what the electorate is," said Lilliana Mason, a political scientist at Johns Hopkins University.

    



Most Americans, she said, "are pretty moderate, but they've been riled up to hate people of the other party for being different from them culturally, racially and religiously."

The AP-NORC poll also found broad agreement on the importance of some key values for the U.S.'s identity as a country. About three-quarters of U.S. adults agree that a democratically elected government is extremely or very important, and about 8 in 10 think the same about the ability of people living in the U.S. to get good jobs and achieve the American dream.

But what achieving that dream means -- and which values are most fundamental to American culture -- isn't something all Americans agree on.

Democrats are more likely than Republicans -- 71% to 38% -- to believe that the ability to come to the U.S. from elsewhere in the world to escape violence or find economic opportunities is core to the country's identity. A majority of Republicans, 58%, think a culture grounded in Christian values and beliefs is an essential characteristic, compared to only 18% of Democrats.

Juan Sierra, 51, a naturalized citizen whose family immigrated from the Dominican Republic after a hurricane destroyed his father's cement business, said it is very important to him that the U.S. be seen as a place of opportunity. 

    



The industrial technician in Port St. Lucie, Florida, said he believes democracy is working and will continue to do so "as long as there are good people in government."

Sierra also said it was extremely important that people have freedom of religion, although he had concerns over the nation's identity being tied to Christianity.

"We're seeing what happens right now when laws are passed and decisions are made based on someone's religion," he said, citing the Alabama Supreme Court ruling in February that frozen embryos can be considered children and be afforded legal protections, a decision that temporarily halted IVF procedures in the state.

Susan Johnson, a 76-year-old Republican living in the Dallas suburbs, said the nation's standing as a beacon to others who need refuge is very important, but said that could not override concerns about border security.

    



"We need people working," she said. "We just need them to come the right way."

Johnson also said she believes it's extremely important that the nation's identity be grounded in spirituality.

"Whether or not you're Mormon or a Muslim or a Christian, they just have to have some higher power to reach up to," she said. "The country is going to fall apart if we don't believe in God."

The poll found few divisions on democracy as a system in theory, but it identified one notable gap: younger Americans between the ages of 18 to 29 were less likely than those 60 and older to say the U.S. is a well-functioning democracy. They're also less likely than older Americans to believe that some characteristics are essential to the U.S.'s character as a nation, including having a democratically elected government. About 6 in 10 younger adults see this as important, compared to about 9 in 10 older adults. 

    



Palakjot Singh, a 21-year-old college student in Fresno, California, identified himself as a Republican and said he had a better quality of life when Donald Trump was president. He said the U.S. is not a well-functioning democracy in part because people are not open to debating different points of view compared to previous generations.

"There is not good communication," he said. "Nobody is sitting together trying to get to one point."

Howard Lavine, a political science professor at the University of Minnesota, said the generational split is understandable. Many younger people don't remember a time when those with opposing views and from different political backgrounds could get together and "come over to your house." Their frame of reference is the hyper partisanship of the Trump years, he said.

Joe Lagle, 55, a retired Air Force veteran in Colorado Springs who said he has not voted for either President Joe Biden or Trump, said the nation's various rights are "all important" but believes they are being eroded by intolerance and well-meaning but shortsighted people.

Mike Maloy, 41, an engineer in Greensboro, North Carolina, said having those rights and freedoms "doesn't necessarily mean the U.S. is a functioning democracy."

"Everything is run by a handful of people and their corporations," he said. "That's not a democracy."

A Democrat, Maloy cited as an example this year's presidential primary in North Carolina, when Biden was the lone candidate on the ballot. He called that "frustrating" and said the result was that voters "had no choice."

___

The poll of 1,282 adults was conducted March 21-25, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 3.8 percentage points.

___

Associated Press polling writer Linley Sanders contributed to this report.

___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Workers had little warning as Maryland bridge collapsed, raising concerns over safety and communication

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police officers who were warned a ship that lost its steering was headed toward the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore had only about 90 seconds to stop traffic before the bridge collapsed early Tuesday.
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    [image: Salvage work continues on the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: The Dali, a massive container ship from Singapore, still sits amid the wreckage and collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in the Baltimore port, Monday, April 1, 2024. (Kaitlin Newman/The Baltimore Banner via AP)]
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[image: A section of the damaged and collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge is seen, in the Baltimore port, Monday, April 1, 2024. (Kaitlin Newman/The Baltimore Banner via AP)]
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[image: This 2018 photo courtesy of Martin Suazo Sandoval shows Maynor Yassir Suazo Sandoval after attending a religious service in Baltimore, Maryland. Maynor is one of the missing people who was part of a maintenance crew on the bridge in Baltimore that collapsed, according to his brother Martin. (Martin Suazo Sandoval via AP)]
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                                        In the moments before the cargo ship Dali rammed into the Francis Scott Key Bridge and sent it crumbling into the water, a flurry of urgent warnings crackled over radios and enabled police to block traffic from getting on the span, likely saving lives.
But those warnings seemingly didn't reach the six construction workers who were killed in last week's collapse of the Baltimore bridge. Their deaths have raised questions about whether the construction company took proper precautions, including keeping a safety boat nearby that might have been able to warn them at least a few seconds before impact.
Federal regulations require construction companies to keep such boats, commonly known as skiffs, on hand whenever crews are working over waterways, safety experts told The Associated Press. There is no indication that the construction company, Brawner Builders, had a rescue boat on the water or ready to be launched as the bridge fell.

    


"If you're working over a bridge like that, the standard interpretation doesn't give you an option," said Janine McCartney, a safety engineer for HHC Safety Engineering Services Inc. "The skiff is required, period."




Coast Guard representatives and other officials said they were unaware of any Brawner boat in the water at the time of the March 26 collapse. And satellite images from around the time of the collapse appeared to show no skiff in the river near the bridge.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even if the workers had been warned that the giant ship was about to hit, it's unclear if they would have had enough time to scramble to safety.
The archived recordings of the bridge's maintenance radio channel from early that morning include only one minor exchange between two maintenance workers about the approaching ship, though it's unclear if either was on or near the span at the time. In the exchange, a man with a muffled voice seemed to ask what was going on, and the other replied, "They're just holding traffic because a ship lost its steering, that's all." The bridge collapsed less than 30 seconds later.

    


But if a safety boat were present, experts said, it might have been able to use a marine radio and required walkie-talkies to warn the construction workers about the Dali's distress calls, possibly giving them a chance to act. Authorities say a construction inspector was able to run to a section of the bridge that didn't collapse, though it's unknown what warning, if any, he received.
A Brawner representative declined to comment for this story, saying the company is focused on taking care of the families of the workers, who were filling potholes on the bridge when it collapsed. Brawner has used safety skiffs for work on bridges in the past, according to a deposition of a company executive that was part of a 2011 lawsuit.
Occupational Safety and Health Administration regulations say construction companies performing work over waterways must have at least one safety boat available. OSHA officials have said in rule interpretations over the years that the required boat can "ensure prompt rescue of employees that fall into the water, regardless of other precautions taken to prevent this from occurring."

    


An OSHA spokesperson didn't respond to repeated requests for clarification on that regulation.
Some states have rules clarifying that the boats aren't required under certain conditions, such as when the work being done is contained within the guardrails of a bridge. But Maryland isn't among them and does require that a safety skiff be present when workers are over or near water. A spokesperson for the Maryland Occupational Safety and Health, which oversees compliance with federal labor regulations, declined to comment on the Key Bridge collapse or Brawner's safety record, citing the open investigation into the tragedy.
Dennis O'Bryan, a maritime lawyer, said he believes the skiff requirement remains in effect even when there is little risk of drowning unless the company secures an exemption from the state.
"If there was a skiff there, it would have heard the mayday call and radioed the workers to get off the bridge," O'Bryan said. "There needs to be an investigation into whether the skiff was there and, if not, why it wasn't."

    


O'Bryan isn't representing any of the families of the workers who were on the Key Bridge when it collapsed. But in 2011, he represented a Brawner employee who was injured while operating a safety boat meant to monitor workers on a bridge. The lawsuit accused the company of not properly staffing the boat. It was settled for an undisclosed sum.
The AP requested a copy of the safety plan that Brawner submitted for the Key Bridge project, which was among more than 25 contracts worth a total of over $120 million that the state awarded the company in the past five years. The request was still being processed as of Tuesday.

    


Brawner has been cited three times for seven safety violations since 2018, including four citations for failing to provide proper fall protections, OSHA's online enforcement records show. The company was fined close to $11,000 in informal OSHA settlements.
Several project foremen interviewed by the AP said that despite OSHA's strict interpretations, it is not uncommon for construction companies to forgo the use of a safety skiff on jobs that don't pose an imminent risk of drowning, and it's unclear when the regulation is enforced. In the past decade, there has been just one violation issued in Maryland during a bridge construction project for failure to provide a life-saving skiff, according to a review of available online OSHA records. 
Some construction experts said a boat wouldn't have made a difference because of the steep drop, the little time the crew had to react, and the tons of steel and debris that made it incredibly difficult for even trained rescuers to locate and reach the missing workers' bodies.
"You can have the most perfect safety plan and safety measures in place, and unless you have time to implement them, then who knows," said Julio Palomo, president of Laborers International Union of North America Local 11, which represents Maryland and other parts of the Washington, D.C., area. "Would it just have put more people in danger having that boat in the water? We just don't know."
Others, though, said a safety boat might have had a better chance to issue a warning over a direct radio line to the crew, something companies could consider when writing future safety plans in light of the Key Bridge collapse.
Ryan Papariello, a safety and health specialist with the Laborers' Health and Safety Fund of North America, said that in safety plans for work on bridges, companies should think about including flotation devices and clear communication with the Coast Guard or anyone that's patrolling the water. He also said future plans might include the use of specific loud noises that signal workers to evacuate.
"Obviously this wasn't a foreseeable incident," Papariello said. "A lot of the contractors that we see -- and I'm not blaming the contractor -- they just don't have a valid rescue plan in place."
___
Associated Press reporters Rebecca Boone and Mike Catalini contributed.
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Deadly severe weather roars through several states, spawning potential tornadoes

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands of homes and businesses were without power Tuesday as severe weather roared through several states, causing at least one death and spawning possible tornadoes.
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    [image: A steel billboard and its support were blown over in Dunbar, W.Va., Tuesday, April 2, 2024, after severe storms blew through the area. (Chris Dorst/Charleston Gazette-Mail via AP)]
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[image: A tree covers a road after severe storms hit Tuesday, April 2, 2024, in Cross Lanes, W.Va. (AP Photo/John Raby)]
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[image: Utility crews work on a power line Tuesday, April 2, 2024, following severe storms in Cross Lanes, W.Va. (AP Photo/John Raby)]
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[image: Raindrops fall on a window pane as a pedestrian walks by on Tuesday, Apr 4, 2024, during a heavy rainfall in Philadelphia. (Jose F. Moreno/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: A large tree lays across the front yard of a house in the Hunting Creek neighborhood in Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. Severe storms passed through the area uprooting trees and cutting power to many areas. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: A large tree lies across the front yard of a house in the Hunting Creek neighborhood in Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024, following a severe storm that passed through the area. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: Firefighters with the Anchorage Middletown Fire Department check houses for gas leaks following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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Firefighters with the Anchorage Middletown Fire Department check houses for gas leaks following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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[image: Firefighters, right, with the Anchorage Middletown Fire Department, check houses for gas leaks following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | Firefighters, right, with the Anchorage Middletown Fire Department, check houses for gas leaks following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11
Firefighters, right, with the Anchorage Middletown Fire Department, check houses for gas leaks following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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[image: Capt. Patrick Staudenheimer, left, with the Anchorage Middletown Fire Department, speaks with an employee of the Louisville Gas and Electric company informing him of possible gas leaks following severe storms in Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: A worker cut up downed tress lying across the road following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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[image: Workers cut up downed trees lying across the road following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]
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Workers cut up downed trees lying across the road following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Ky., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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                                        Thousands of homes and businesses were without power Tuesday as severe weather roared through several states, causing at least one death and spawning possible tornadoes. 
Parts of Ohio, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, West Virginia, Virginia and Georgia were under tornado watches into Tuesday night, while Wisconsin was experiencing a spring snowstorm.
Storms in Northeastern Oklahoma unleashed three suspected tornadoes and dumped heavy rain that was blamed for the death of a 46-year-old homeless woman in Tulsa who was sheltering inside a drainage pipe. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Deadly severe weather roars through several states, spawning potential tornadoes.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on severe weather patterns in the Midwest that will soon travel to New England this week.

    

The woman's boyfriend told authorities the two had gone to sleep at the entrance of the drainage pipe and were awakened by floodwaters, Tulsa Fire Department spokesperson Andy Little said. Up to 1.5 inches (3.8 centimeters) of rain fell in Tulsa in about an hour, National Weather Service meteorologist Robert Darby said.

    


"It wasn't a whole lot. But when it came down, it was pretty rapid," Darby said.
In West Virginia, about 140,000 customers were without electricity Tuesday afternoon, or about 14% of all customers tracked in the state by poweroutage.us. A storm blew off part of a vacant building's roof in Charleston, littering the street with bricks and closing the roadway to traffic. Trees were uprooted and lay in roads, lawns and in some cases, on top of cars.




Gov. Jim Justice declared a state of emergency for several counties and urged people to "exercise extreme caution."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Ohio, firefighters rescued two people who were trapped under a bridge Tuesday morning when a river began rising. The two were sleeping when the Scioto River started to rise, preventing them from returning to shore, the Columbus Fire Department reported. A fire department boat was sent to rescue them. No injuries were reported. 
Mindy Broughton rushed into her mobile home Tuesday morning as hail began and winds picked up at the RV Park where she lives near Hanging Rock, Ohio.

    


Broughton and her fiance hunkered down as the mobile home quickly began rocking. Broughton said her fiance used his body to shield her as the winds raged outside.
"I said I think we may die today," she said.
In a matter of seconds, the winds died down. When Broughton opened her mobile home door, she saw the RV Park littered with debris and overturned RVs. Luckily, Broughton said there was no one inside the overturned mobile homes.
Northeast of Cincinnati, part of Interstate 75 was blocked Tuesday afternoon when about a half-dozen power poles toppled in high winds near Wetherington, WLWT-TV reported.
In Wisconsin, forecasters warned more than a foot (30 centimeters) of heavy snow could fall in eastern parts of the state, including the Green Bay area. The state's top election official, Meagan Wolfe, urged residents planning to vote in Tuesday's presidential primaries to consider voting earlier in the day to avoid travel woes. 
The National Weather Service said snowfall totals could range from 4 to 8 inches (10 to 20 centimeters) over central Wisconsin and 8 to 14 inches (20 to 35 centimeters) over eastern Wisconsin, while wind gusts of 30 mph to 50 mph (48 kph to 80 kph) will create very limited visibility and make travel difficult.

    


"Just three weeks ago, we were in the 70s. So that kind of got people thinking spring is right around the corner -- and here we're in April and we're getting a major snowstorm," meteorologist Scott Cultice with the weather service's Green Bay office said. "As people say, 'That's springtime in Wisconsin.'"
More than 70,000 homes and businesses in Wisconsin had lost power Tuesday night, according to poweroutage.us.
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear declared a state of emergency after severe storms swept through his state Tuesday morning. 
"We have reports of substantial damage to a number of structures -- and thankfully, as of right now we are not aware of any fatalities," Beshear said in a statement.
Another round of storms Tuesday afternoon led to multiple tornado warnings in Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio. 
One person was hurt and taken to a hospital after a tree came down on their house in Lexington, Kentucky, Mayor Linda Gorton told WLEX-TV. Homes were damaged and a tree crushed a University of Kentucky student's car.

    


"I looked out my blinds and I see the wind just start roaring," Reese Sherrard told the news outlet. "I see one big tree just fall right on top of my car. No trees fell on our house, so it seems like we got pretty lucky."
In Louisville on Tuesday night, Mayor Craig Greenberg reported "serious" storm damage in the nearby city of Prospect and throughout the county, but said no injuries had been reported. He said fire crews were checking on people street by street in the most impacted areas and that he had declared a county-wide state of emergency.
The National Weather Service confirmed a tornado in northeast Tennessee on Tuesday. A funeral home and a house were damaged in the town of Sunbright, a town of about 500 people, said Matthew Brown, Morgan County's 911 director. Power lines and trees were down, and some roads were closed, he said.

    


The utility company in Memphis, Tennessee, reported that about 40,000 homes and businesses lost power temporarily Tuesday morning after an electric substation was struck by lightning, which then affected two other substations. 
Storms also swept through far southwestern Indiana on Tuesday morning, toppling trees and causing power outages, leading several local school districts to cancel classes. More than 18,000 homes and businesses were without power shortly before noon Tuesday, including in Vanderburgh County, home to Evansville, Indiana's third-largest city.
Severe weather was expected to move into New England on Wednesday night into Thursday, with forecasts of 12 to 18 inches (30 to 46 centimeters) of snow in parts of New Hampshire and Maine and lesser amounts in other areas, the National Weather Service said. Wind gusts could reach 50 mph (80 kph) in some places, bringing the possibility of power outages.
___
Associated Press writers Ken Miller in Oklahoma City, Rick Callahan in Indianapolis, Leah Willingham in Charleston, West Virginia, John Raby in Cross Lanes, West Virginia, Adrian Sainz in Memphis, Tennessee, Beatrice Dupuy in New York, Rebecca Reynolds in Louisville, Kentucky, and Lisa Baumann in Bellingham, Washington, contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - Players and staff on the Utah bench react toward the end of a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. Police investigating racist incidents directed toward the Utah women's basketball team when they were near their Idaho hotel while in town last month for the NCAA Tournament said in a Wednesday, April 3, post on Facebook, they've found an audio recording, in which the use of a racial slur was clearly audible.(AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Players and staff on the Utah bench react toward the end of a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. Police investigating racist incidents directed toward the Utah women's basketball team when they were near their Idaho hotel while in town last month for the NCAA Tournament said in a Wednesday, April 3, post on Facebook, they've found an audio recording, in which the use of a racial slur was clearly audible.(AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Utah women's head coach Lynne Roberts speaks during a press conference after a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. Police investigating racist incidents directed toward the Utah women's basketball team when they were near their Idaho hotel while in town last month for the NCAA Tournament said in a Wednesday, April 3, post on Facebook, they've found an audio recording, in which the use of a racial slur was clearly audible. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]
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[image: FILE - Utah players walk to a timeout late in a second-round college basketball game against Gonzaga in the NCAA Tournament in Spokane, Wash., Monday, March 25, 2024. Police investigating racist incidents directed toward the Utah women's basketball team when they were near their Idaho hotel while in town last month for the NCAA Tournament said in a Wednesday, April 3, post on Facebook, they've found an audio recording, in which the use of a racial slur was clearly audible.(AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)]
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                                        COEUR D'ALENE, Idaho (AP) -- Police investigating racist incidents directed toward the Utah women's basketball team when they were near their Idaho hotel while in town last month for the NCAA Tournament say they've found an audio recording in which the use of a racial slur was clearly audible.
The Coeur d'Alene Police Department said Wednesday in a Facebook post that it is working to determine the "context and conduct" associated with the slur's use to determine if there was a violation of law. Police said they are still reviewing evidence from the March 21 incidents, but it appears that a racial slur was used more than once.
Police said they've collected about 35 hours of video from businesses in the area, and that video and audio corroborates what members of the basketball program reported. Police said detectives are working to locate any additional evidence and get information on suspects. Detectives also are trying to identify a silver car that was in the area at the time.

    


Following Utah's loss to Gonzaga in the second round of the tournament on March 25, Utes coach Lynne Roberts said her team had experienced a series of hate crimes after arriving at their hotel in Coeur d'Alene. Utah and other teams played their games in Spokane, Washington, but the Utes were staying about 35 miles away in Coeur d'Alene.




Roberts said the March 21 incidents left players and coaches so shaken and concerned for their safety that they moved to a different hotel the next day.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

University athletic officials said in a March 26 statement that as members of the program were walking to dinner near their hotel, a vehicle drove by and racial epithets were shouted at them. Then, on their walk back to the hotel, a vehicle slowly passed them, and the engine was revved as occupants again shouted racially disparaging words and threats.
The statement said "many students, staff and other members of the traveling party were deeply disturbed and fearful after the incidents."

    


The university officials said a police report was filed on March 21 after the incidents, and they were working with authorities on the investigation. A university spokesman said Thursday that they didn't have any additional comment beyond last week's statement.
Coeur d'Alene police chief Lee White said last week that about 100 people were around the area the night of the incidents. He has said there are two state charges that could be enforced -- malicious harassment and disorderly conduct -- if someone is arrested. White also said he was working with the FBI.
Far-right extremists have maintained a presence in the region for years. In 2018, at least nine hate groups operated in the region of Spokane and northern Idaho, according to the Southern Poverty Law Center.
When a resolution denouncing racism and hate speech in response to the incidents with the Utah team was introduced in the Idaho Senate last week, several Republican senators expressed doubts about the accounts or said they were unfamiliar with the situation. They debated for about 30 minutes before voting to approve the resolution.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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    [image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James clenches his fist after scoring against the Washington Wizards during the first half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)]
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[image: FILE - LSU guard Aneesah Morrow (24) and forward Angel Reese (10) line up to greet Rice players and coaches after defeating them in a first-round college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament in Baton Rouge, La., Friday, March 22, 2024. LSU won 70-60. LSU star Angel Reese formally declared for the WNBA draft less than two days after the Tigers' season ended with a loss to Caitlin Clark and Iowa in the Elite Eight round of the women's NCAA Tournament. Reese made her announcement Wednesday, April 3, via a photo shoot in Vogue, saying she was inspired by tennis great Serena Williams retiring in similar fashion in 2022. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- LeBron James figures there's at least one obvious explanation for the surging popularity of the NCAA women's basketball tournament.
Recognizable stars.
"I don't think there's much difference between the men's and women's game when it comes to college basketball. I think the popularity comes in is the icons that they have in the women's game," James said after his Los Angeles Lakers beat Washington on Wednesday night. "You look at Angel Reese, you look at JuJu (Watkins), you look at Caitlin Clark, you look at Paige (Bueckers), you look at the young girl that's in Iowa State, the freshman there (Audi Crooks), you look at (Cameron) Brink, I believe her last name is, at Stanford. And that's just to name a few -- the freshman that's at Notre Dame (Hannah Hidalgo)."
Although James mentioned well-known men's players like Purdue's Zach Edey and Tennessee's Dalton Knecht, he noted that the transfer portal and early NBA draft departures makes it harder for players to became familiar to fans. It's different on the women's side.

    


"You're able to build, like a real iconic legacy at a program," James said. "That's what we all love about it."




When Clark and Iowa beat Reese and LSU in the regional final Monday night, it was the most-watched women's college basketball game on record. It averaged 12.3 million viewers on ESPN, according to Nielsen, outdrawing all but one of the five games in last year's NBA Finals, along with the final game of last year's World Series.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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            2 of 2 | A group of fans and protesters gather in the parking lot outside the Oakland Coliseum before the Oakland Athletics played against the Cleveland Guardians in a baseball game on opening day, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. The announced attendance was 13,522 -- about half of the crowd at last year's home opener of 26,805. Many who bought tickets did not actually enter the stadium, with fan groups organizing a boycott in the parking lot to protest the team's planned move to Las Vegas. (Benjamin Fanjoy/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Athletics announce plans to play the next 3 seasons in minor league park near Sacramento

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The Oakland Athletics take batting practice before opening day baseball game at the Coliseum in Oakland, Calif., on Thursday, March 28, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | The Oakland Athletics take batting practice before opening day baseball game at the Coliseum in Oakland, Calif., on Thursday, March 28, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
The Oakland Athletics take batting practice before opening day baseball game at the Coliseum in Oakland, Calif., on Thursday, March 28, 2024. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of fans and protesters gather in the parking lot outside the Oakland Coliseum before the Oakland Athletics played against the Cleveland Guardians in a baseball game on opening day, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. The announced attendance was 13,522 -- about half of the crowd at last year's home opener of 26,805. Many who bought tickets did not actually enter the stadium, with fan groups organizing a boycott in the parking lot to protest the team's planned move to Las Vegas. (Benjamin Fanjoy/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | A group of fans and protesters gather in the parking lot outside the Oakland Coliseum before the Oakland Athletics played against the Cleveland Guardians in a baseball game on opening day, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. The announced attendance was 13,522 -- about half of the crowd at last year's home opener of 26,805. Many who bought tickets did not actually enter the stadium, with fan groups organizing a boycott in the parking lot to protest the team's planned move to Las Vegas. (Benjamin Fanjoy/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
A group of fans and protesters gather in the parking lot outside the Oakland Coliseum before the Oakland Athletics played against the Cleveland Guardians in a baseball game on opening day, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. The announced attendance was 13,522 -- about half of the crowd at last year's home opener of 26,805. Many who bought tickets did not actually enter the stadium, with fan groups organizing a boycott in the parking lot to protest the team's planned move to Las Vegas. (Benjamin Fanjoy/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By JOSH DUBOW

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- The Athletics will leave Oakland after this season and play temporarily at a minor league park near Sacramento until their planned new stadium in Las Vegas is built.
The A's announced the decision to play at the home of the Sacramento River Cats from 2025-27 with an option for 2028 on Thursday after being unable to reach an agreement to extend their lease in Oakland during that time. 
"We explored several locations for a temporary home, including the Oakland Coliseum," owner John Fisher said in a statement. "Even with the long-standing relationship and good intentions on all sides in the negotiations with Oakland, the conditions to achieve an agreement seemed out of reach. We understand the disappointment this news brings to our fans, as this season marks our final one in Oakland. Throughout this season, we will honor and celebrate our time in Oakland, and will share additional details soon."

    


The A's announced their intention last April to move to Las Vegas and MLB owners unanimously approved in November the application to relocate.
The decision angered the fans in Oakland and the team's previously low attendance dropped precipitously with the club drawing a league-low 832,352 fans to the outdated Coliseum last season. The A's drew 13,522 fans on opening night this year with a few thousand others protesting Fisher in the parking lot, and failed to reach 7,000 fans in any of the next six games.




The A's will now play the next three seasons at Sutter Health Park in West Sacramento, near the state capitol and the NBA arena where the Sacramento Kings play. The minor league stadium has 10,624 fixed seats and can currently hold 14,014 fans with lawn seating and standing room.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The stadium will likely need additional work to upgrade clubhouses, batting and other facilities in order to host a major league team.
"The MLBPA has had preliminary discussions with MLB about a range of issues related to the temporary relocation and we expect those discussions to continue," the players union said in a statement.

    


The team will be simply known as the Athletics, or A's, without a city designation during the stay in Sacramento.
"I'm thrilled to welcome the A's to Sutter Health Park, where players and fans alike can enjoy a world-class baseball experience and create unforgettable memories," said Sacramento Kings owner Vivek Ranadive, who also owns the minor league River Cats. "Today marks the next chapter of professional sports in Sacramento. The passion of our fans is second to none, and this is an incredible opportunity to showcase one of the most dynamic and vibrant markets in the country."
The River Cats will still play in their stadium the next three years and share it with the A's.
Commissioner Rob Manfred thanked the Kings and the leaders in the Sacramento area for getting an agreement done.
By staying in Northern California, the A's are hopeful of keeping a large share of their local television rights held by NBC Sports California, which is worth a reported $67 million a year.

    


With the A's leaving Oakland after this season, the Coliseum complex that once was also home to the NFL's Raiders, the NBA's Warriors and the NHL's Seals will have no major sports teams.
Those teams combined to win 10 championships while in Oakland -- four each for the A's and Warriors and two for the Raiders. The only cities with more combined titles in MLB, the NBA and NFL since the A's arrived in Oakland in 1968 are Los Angeles, Boston and New York.
___
AP Baseball Writer Ronald Blum contributed to this report
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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    [image: FILE - WTA CEO Steve Simon sits for an interview during the WTA Finals tennis tournament in Fort Worth, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022. Saudi Arabia will host the WTA Finals as part of a three-year deal announced Thursday, April 4, 2024, by the women's professional tennis tour that will increase the prize money for this November's season-ending championship to a record $15.25 million, a 70% increase from 2023. (AP Photo/Tim Heitman, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - WTA CEO Steve Simon sits for an interview during the WTA Finals tennis tournament in Fort Worth, Texas, Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022. Saudi Arabia will host the WTA Finals as part of a three-year deal announced Thursday, April 4, 2024, by the women's professional tennis tour that will increase the prize money for this November's season-ending championship to a record $15.25 million, a 70% increase from 2023. (AP Photo/Tim Heitman, File)


            Read More
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[image: FILE - Iga Swiatek poses with her trophy after her victory over Jessica Pegula in the singles final of the WTA Finals tennis championships, in Cancun, Mexico, Monday, Nov. 6, 2023. Saudi Arabia will host the WTA Finals as part of a three-year deal announced Thursday, April 4, 2024, by the women's professional tennis tour that will increase the prize money for this November's season-ending championship to a record $15.25 million, a 70% increase from 2023. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)]
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                                        Saudi Arabia will host the WTA Finals as part of a three-year deal announced Thursday by the women's professional tennis tour that will increase the prize money for this November's season-ending championship to a record $15.25 million, a 70% increase from 2023.
The event for the top eight singles players and top eight doubles teams will be held in Riyadh from 2024-26, part of a recent wave of investment by the kingdom in tennis and various sports, despite questions about LGBTQ+ and women's rights there raised by Hall of Famers Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova and others.
"We're going into this eyes wide open that the investment in sport by Saudi certainly provokes strong views from people," WTA Tour Chairman and CEO Steve Simon told The Associated Press. "We've met with Chris and Martina and listened to their concerns and we have shared their concerns through our stakeholders as well, without prejudice. We've also shared the concerns around women's rights and LGBTQ+ rights within the Kingdom of Saudi. Our focus is on how we develop women's tennis for the benefit of everybody involved in the game. The reality of it is ... we are truly a global tour, a global business. We have players from over 90 nations now. We have over 90 events. ... We participate in many countries that have different cultures and values systems across the board."

    


As for any concerns about Saudi Arabia that current players might have, Simon said: "We don't plan to do any persuading. The players need to make their own choices, and we do believe that everyone who qualifies is going to want to play." 




Locations in Europe, North America and Asia also were considered as possible new sites for the WTA Finals, which have moved around to five cities over the past five editions after a deal to put the tournament in Shenzhen, China, through 2030 was disrupted by the coronavirus pandemic and concerns over the safety of retired Grand Slam doubles champion Peng Shuai, who accused a Chinese government official of rape.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The cities that hosted in 2022 (Fort Worth, Texas) and 2023 (Cancun, Mexico) were not revealed until September each year, and last November's event was strongly criticized by players. Four-time Grand Slam champion Iga Swiatek beat Jessica Pegula in last year's title match; U.S. Open champ Coco Gauff and Australian Open winner Aryna Sabalenka were among the other participants.

    


Simon said Riyadh was selected by the WTA in late December, but the details of the agreement were just completed. 
"This partnership will build on our exposure to a market and a region whose impact on the sports industry is certainly growing rapidly," Simon said. "We certainly expect that you'll see more events coming there in the future. So at the end, we believe that the WTA should be a part of this development, versus being on the outside."
Saudi Arabia's Private Investment Fund (PIF) formed the LIV Golf tour and put money into soccer, for example, and the kingdom's role in tennis has been rising. The ATP Tour moved its Next Gen Finals for leading 21-and-under players to Jedda in November; the PIF is the title sponsor for the men's rankings; 22-time Grand Slam champion Rafael Nadal recently became an ambassador for the Saudi Tennis Federation; he will join 24-time major champ Novak Djokovic and rising stars Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner at an exhibition event in Riyadh in October. There have been discussions about placing a top-tier Masters 1000 tournament in Saudi Arabia, too, part of a possible larger restructuring involving the WTA, ATP and the country.

    


Rights groups say women continue to face discrimination in most aspects of family life and homosexuality is a major taboo, as it is in much of the rest of the Middle East.
In recent years, Saudi Arabia has enacted wide-ranging social reforms, including granting women the right to drive and largely dismantling male guardianship laws that had allowed husbands and male relatives to control many aspects of women's lives. Men and women are still required to dress modestly, but the rules have been loosened and the once-feared religious police have been sidelined. Still, same-sex relations are punishable by death or flogging, though prosecutions are rare.

    


In an opinion piece published in The Washington Post in January, Evert and Navratilova urged the WTA to stay out of Saudi Arabia because, they wrote, staging the Finals there "would represent not progress, but significant regression" and asked whether "staging a Saudi crown-jewel tournament would involve players in an act of sportswashing merely for the sake of a cash influx."
In response, Saudi Arabia's ambassador to the United States, Princess Reema bint Bandar Al Saud, said the two former athletes relied on "outdated stereotypes and western-centric views of our culture" and "turned their back on the very same women they have inspired and it is beyond disappointing."

    


The ambassador joined the head of the Saudi Tennis Federation and other women in a video conference with current WTA athletes to "speak to the changes that are happening and to what still needs to be done within the region," Simon said.
The WTA said the Finals prize money will help work to meet the tour's pledge, made last year, to increase pay and put it in line with what men earn in tennis. The $15.25 million on offer from Nov. 2-9, 2024 -- an amount set to increase in 2025 and 2026 -- is up from last year's $9 million and eclipses the event-high $14 million at Shenzhen in 2019.
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: Supersport United's Luke Fleurs in action during the DStv Premiership match between Supersport United and Richards Bay at the Lucas Moripe Stadium, Atteridgeville, South Africa, on Jan. 22, 2023. Fleurs has been killed in a hijacking in Johannesburg, his Kaizer Chiefs club said on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Muzi Ntombela/BackpagePix via AP)]
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                                        JOHANNESBURG (AP) -- South African footballer and Olympian Luke Fleurs has been killed in a hijacking in Johannesburg, his Kaizer Chiefs club said on Thursday.
The 24-year-old defender was shot while waiting to be attended to at a petrol station in the Honeydew suburb in Johannesburg, according to police.
"Luke Fleurs tragically lost his life last night during a hijacking incident in Johannesburg. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and friends at this difficult time," Kaizer Chiefs said in a statement.
According to police spokesperson Mavela Masondo, the attackers fled with Fleur's vehicle and police were investigating a case of murder and car hijacking.
Fleurs previously played for the national under-23 side, representing South Africa at the Tokyo Olympics.
Fleurs is the latest among thousands of people who are victims to fatal hijackings in South Africa, which has one of the highest murder rates in the world.
The latest official crime statistics from October-December last year showed 5,973 hijacking cases reported.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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South Carolina's Dawn Staley is the AP Coach of the Year for the 2nd time

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Watch the moment South Carolina women's basketball coach Dawn Staley learns she was named the AP Coach of the Year. Credit: South Carolina Athletics
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    [image: FILE - South Carolina head coach Dawn Staley celebrates after cutting down the net after defeating Oregon State in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. Staley was honored Thursday, April 4, as The Associated Press women's college basketball Coach of the Year for the second time.(AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: South Carolina head coach Dawn Staley reacts as time winds down against Oregon State during the fourth quarter of an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: South Carolina head coach Dawn Staley reacts during the first quarter of a Sweet Sixteen round college basketball game against the Indiana during the NCAA Tournament, Friday, March 29, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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                                        Dawn Staley did a masterful job guiding a young South Carolina team back to the Final Four with an undefeated record for the second straight season.
Staley was honored Thursday as The Associated Press women's college basketball Coach of the Year for the second time. She received 27 votes from the 35-member national media panel that votes on the AP Top 25 each week. She also won the award in 2020. 
Staley joins an elite group of coaches that include Geno Auriemma (9), Muffet McGraw (4), Kim Mulkey (3) and Brenda Frese (2) who have won the AP award multiple times since it was first given in 1995.
Lindsay Gottlieb of Southern California, Felisha Legette-Jack of Syracuse and Scott Rueck of Oregon State tied for second with two votes each. Voting was done before the NCAA Tournament.

    
        
    
South Carolina faces North Carolina State on Friday night in a national semifinal and is the overwhelming favorite to win its second title in three years and third overall, all since 2017. The Gamecocks are two wins away from completing the 10th undefeated season in NCAA Division I history. 

    


Staley has rebuilt the program into a power since she arrived in 2008 and last year's team was expected to add another championship until Iowa knocked off the Gamecocks in the Final Four. This season, Staley had to replace her entire starting lineup and still guided them back to the semifinals for a fourth consecutive year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She's built a fanbase that has led the nation in attendance the past 10 years and in 2021 the school announced a new, seven-year contract that will pay her $2.9 million this season and grow to $3.5 million in the final season of 2027-28. She said then the $22.4 million deal should make an impact and perhaps lead to equity in the men's and women's games.




Along the way, Staley has become a voice of leadership and direction in the women's game. The former point guard is already the first Black coach to win two NCAA titles -- success that has given Staley the platform to champion issues off the court. She continues to speak out about gender equity, diversity and opportunities for women. 

    


Staley has also been an outspoken supporter of her players and athletes in general. A year ago, she was asked about her team when others had suggested her players were bullies.
"That's a good question," she replied. "We're not bar fighters. We're not thugs. We're not monkeys. We're not street fighters."
"If you really knew them, if you really knew them, like you really want to know other players that represent this game, you would think differently," she added. "So don't judge us by the color of our skin. Judge us by how we approach the game."
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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After flight delay, defending champion UConn arrives in Arizona for Final Four in middle of night

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Connecticut head coach Dan Hurley gestures during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Georgetown, Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024, in Washington. UConn plays Alabama in a semifinal game at the Final Four on Saturday, April 6, in Glendale, Ariz.(AP Photo/Nick Wass, FIle)]
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[image: UConn center Donovan Clingan, center, battles for a rebound against San Diego State guard Darrion Trammell, left, and forward Elijah Saunders, right, during the first half of the Sweet 16 college basketball game in the men's NCAA Tournament, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: UConn forward Alex Karaban (11) shoots while pressured by San Diego State guard Miles Byrd, right, and guard Lamont Butler (5) during the first half of the Sweet 16 college basketball game in the men's NCAA Tournament, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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                                        STORRS, Conn. (AP) -- Defending national champion UConn finally touched down in Arizona for the Final Four at 3:15 a.m. MST on Thursday after a long delay and a red-eye flight.
After the plane they were supposed to take around 6 p.m. EDT had mechanical issues getting to the East Coast, the Huskies took off in a smaller Allegiant Air plane from Bradley International Airport near Hartford at about 1:30 a.m. EDT for the flight to Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.
The Huskies posted a video on social media, showing the team finally disembarking in Arizona.
No. 1 seed UConn is scheduled to play fourth-seeded Alabama on Saturday night in the semifinals at State Farm Stadium in Glendale. The championship game is Monday night.
Alabama and Purdue arrived in Arizona on Tuesday night, and North Carolina State came in Wednesday afternoon.

    


The NCAA said in a statement that it worked with UConn and a charter company to develop several alternatives after the problem emerged with the original plane. The delayed flight was then supposed to take off at 11:30 p.m., but another mechanical issue, as well as bad weather in Connecticut, delayed the Huskies for another two hours, the NCAA said.
"We are very disappointed that UConn will arrive later than anticipated and it's unfortunate the team's travel experience has been impacted," the NCAA said.
The Huskies had not been on a plane since after their March 6 game with Marquette, when they had to spend an extra day in Milwaukee because of a canceled flight. They took buses to the Big East Tournament and first two rounds of the NCAA Tournament, both in New York, and the East Regional in Boston.
The travel problems were first reported by CBS Sports, which was told of the issue by coach Dan Hurley.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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    [image: Dallas Stars coach Peter DeBoer stands behind center Sam Steel (18), center Roope Hintz (24) and left wing Jason Robertson (21) during the third period of the team's NHL hockey game against the San Jose Sharks in San Jose, Calif., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Radek Faksa (12) takes a shot as Edmonton Oilers' Calvin Pickard (30) and Vincent Desharnais (73) defend the net in the first period of an NHL hockey game, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Jamie Benn (14), Logan Stankoven (11) and Wyatt Johnston (53) celebrate with the bench after Benn scored in the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | Dallas Stars' Jamie Benn (14), Logan Stankoven (11) and Wyatt Johnston (53) celebrate with the bench after Benn scored in the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger, left, is greeted by defenseman Esa Lindell after the team's 3-0 win over the Seattle Kraken in an NHL hockey game Saturday, March 30, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Dallas Stars' Mason Marchment (27) is lifted off the ice by goalie Jake Oettinger, right, as they celebrate the team's win in an NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Dallas Stars coach Pete DeBoer went into this season a little worried about the potential hangover effect on his team after the long postseason run that ended with a loss last May in the sixth game of the Western Conference Final. 
With six games left before the playoffs begin again, DeBoer is feeling pretty good about his team. 
The Stars have won a franchise-record eight games in a row, Jake Oettinger has posted shutouts in the last two, and they are on top of the Western Conference standings with 105 points, one behind the New York Rangers for the most in the NHL. They are playing their best hockey of the season. 
"This is the right time," DeBoer said after the Stars beat Edmonton 5-0 on Wednesday night. "Forget the wins and the winning streak, I like the detail in our game. I like how we're playing for the most part, so that's a good thing. Everyone wants to be doing that this time of year, and the wins are a byproduct of that."

    


Dallas already has seven 20-goal scorers, and captain Jamie Benn is one shy of making it a franchise-record eight after his 19th against the Oilers. Wyatt Johnston, the 20-year-old in his second full season, became the first Stars player to 30 this season when he scored coming out of the penalty box as part of their four goals in a span of less than seven minutes in the second period. 




"The team's at a really good place," Johnston said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're just trying to focus like on the little habits, the little details, trying to focus for the playoffs," forward Radek Faksa said. "We have lots to play for. We already clinched a spot. We want to win the conference ... so we have a great spot for the playoffs."
Faksa, part of their fourth line, put the Stars ahead of Edmonton with his goal only 2:08 into the game. He also had two assists, on Johnston's goal and when Sam Steele closed out the scoring. There were 10 different Dallas players who tallied points.

    


"I think our depth has carried us," DeBoer said. "It was 12 months ago, and everyone was describing us as a one-line team."
The Stars last week clinched a third consecutive postseason berth, their longest streak since five in a row through the 2008 playoffs, when they also lost in in the conference final. That was also the end of being in the playoffs 12 of their first 14 seasons after moving from Minnesota to Dallas in the summer of 1993, and included their Stanley Cup title in 1999. 
Dallas last year lost Game 6 of the Western Conference Final at home to Las Vegas, which went to win the Stanley Cup. That was after the Stars opened the playoffs with a six-game series against Minnesota and then survived a seven-game series against Seattle. 
As for their eight-game winning streak now, there had been six other times in franchise history when the Stars had won seven games without extended that. 
They were back home against Edmonton after each of their previous four games had been on the road. Overall, they have won their last seven road games, and play their last regular-season games away from home against Chicago and Colorado this weekend before finishing with a four-game homestand. 

    


Oettinger hasn't allowed a goal in 7 1/2 periods, about 152 minutes. He stopped 35 shots against an Edmonton team filled with top scorers that went 0 for 4 on the power play. 
"It's awesome. He gives us a lot of confidence, and he's been so good all year," Johnston said about the goalie. "It feels pretty good when you have him back there. And, I mean, it's pretty hard to lose games when he's not letting up any goals."
___
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Right-hander Mike Clevinger and the Chicago White Sox finalized a $3 million, one-year contract on Thursday.
The 33-year-old was optioned to the Arizona Complex League White Sox. Infielder Jose Rodriguez was designated for assignment to open a roster spot.
Clevinger was went 9-9 with a 3.77 ERA and two complete games in 24 starts with the Whited Sox last season, then became a free agent.
He is 60-39 with a 3.45 ERA in 128 starts and 24 relief appearances in eight seasons with Cleveland (2016-20), San Diego (2020-22) and Chicago (2023).
The 22-year-old Rodriguez hit .262 with 21 homers and 62 RBIs in 106 games last year with Triple-A Charlotte and Double-A Birmingham.
___
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                    FILE - Atlantic Coast Conference Commissioner Jim Phillips speaks Oct. 12, 2021, in Charlotte, N.C. In an interview with The Associated Press, Phillips says there is a "significant disconnect" between the league's recent reputation and its strong track record of March wins. (AP Photo/Matt Kelley, File)
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- A judge in North Carolina on Thursday denied Florida State's request to dismiss the Atlantic Coast Conference's lawsuit against the school, which is trying to sue its way out of the league.
A little less than two weeks after a hearing in Mecklenburg County, Judge Louis A. Bledsoe III ruled that the ACC had sufficiently argued it had followed conference procedures in filing suit in December against Florida State and that North Carolina is the appropriate jurisdiction for the case.
A hearing in FSU's lawsuit against the ACC is scheduled for Tuesday in Leon County, Florida.
Florida State is challenging the ACC's exit fees and the validity of a contract called a Grant of Rights that binds league members together through their media rights. The ACC's contract with ESPN runs through 2035-36 school year, a contract that lags way behind the value of those signed by the Big Ten and Southeastern Conference.

    


Florida State claims it would cost $572 million to exit the conference. The school says its athletics department is in danger of not being able to compete with Big Ten and SEC schools because of the growing revenue gap.




The day before the school's board or trustees approved the filing in a public meeting, the ACC filed its lawsuit in North Carolina against Florida State.
Clemson recently filed a similar lawsuit to Florida State's against the ACC in South Carolina.
The ACC claims that both schools are breaching their contracts with the conference by suing.
___
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                                        Horse racing deaths in the United States increased slightly in 2023 from 2022, according to data tracked by the Equine Injury Database and reported by the federally mandated agency that began regulating the sport two years ago.
The Horse Racing Integrity and Safety Authority said in its annual report released Wednesday there were 1.32 deaths per 1,000 starts last year, up from 1.25 the previous year. The number at the 50 HISA-accredited tracks had a rate of 1.23 per 1,000, compared with 1.63 at others across the country.
"Our inaugural annual report reflects our journey toward a safer, fairer and more resilient future for horse racing," CEO Lisa Lazarus said in a statement accompanying the report. "The success of HISA's programs relies on steady partnership among the tracks, trainers, riders, owners, veterinarians and state regulators who comprise the sport. Only by working together can we make thoroughbred racing safer for its equine and human athletes."

    


HISA began overseeing racetrack safety on July 1, 2022, and last year launched its medication and anti-doping program. The Horseracing Integrity and Welfare Unit (HIWU), which oversees testing and investigation and punishment of potential violations as part of the Anti-Doping and Medication Control Program, is set to release its annual report sometime next week.




Spates of deaths at Churchill Downs in Louisville around the Kentucky Derby and at New York's Saratoga Race Course last year thrust the sport into the spotlight for all the wrong reasons. Churchill Downs suspended racing in June after 12 horses died there, prompting an emergency summit with industry leaders before resuming in the fall, and a New York Racing Association investigation into 13 racing or training deaths at Saratoga found no definitive cause, though significant rainfall "could not be overlooked" as a contributing factor.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While up from 2022, the 1.32 deaths per 1,000 starts is still the second-lowest equine fatality rate since they started being tracked in 2009, down from the previous lows of 1.39 in 2021 and 1.41 in '20.

    


"Since its implementation began, HISA has made great strides in bringing the sport of racing together under the same uniform standards and regulations, with the noble goal of making the sport fairer and safer for all involved," National Thoroughbred Racing Association president and CEO Tom Rooney said in an email statement to The Associated Press on Thursday. "This report underscores the importance of HISA, shows the progress Lisa and her team are making, and leaves me optimistic for what's to come."
In a message published in the report, Lazarus pointed to national, uniformed practices such as prerace veterinary inspections, treatment records that follow horses throughout their careers, the availability of full medical and workout histories and reporting of racetrack surface conditions as improvements that have been instituted.
"I feel much optimism about the strides we will continue to make by recognizing that protecting the health and safety of our horses and jockeys is a collective, urgent responsibility," Lazarus wrote.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/apf-sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/horse-racing-equine-fatalities-61b74c7d657dee8e3c6cb722e4b996e9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Chattanooga hires Deandre Schrimer as its women's basketball coach | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Chattanooga hires Deandre Schrimer as its women's basketball coach

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (AP) -- Chattanooga has hired Deandra Schirmer as women's basketball coach.
Schirmer, whose hiring was announced Thursday, led Valdosta State to four straight Division II NCAA Tournament berths and two Gulf South Conference championships in five seasons. She replaces Shawn Poppie, who led the Mocs (28-5) to consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances and was hired earlier this week to take over at Clemson.
Valdosta State went 30-3 last season and had a school-record 27-game win streak to earn Schirmer GSC coach of the year honors. She led them to the Elite Eight in 2022 with conference titles in 2021 and this past season.
"It was a quick yet thorough process," said Mark Wharton, Chattanooga's vice chancellor for athletics. "I was once again humbled and thrilled that such a high level of applicants were interested in leading one of our programs. Once we got through the zoom sessions and face-to-face interviews, it was apparent to our team that Deandra is the right person to lead us forward among an incredibly competitive and gifted field.

    


"Deandra fits the values of who we are as a department and University."
Schirmer led Valdosta State to a 114-31 record and an 86-19 mark in GSC games. The Lady Blazers lost nine league games the past four seasons.
___
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                                        SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) -- The San Jose Sharks have signed undrafted free agent Collin Graf, a star college forward, to a three-year contract.
The team announced the deal on Thursday. It begins immediately for the rest of the 2023-24 season and will last for two additional seasons. 
"Graf has excelled at the collegiate level, finishing as a Hobey Baker top-10 finalist for the last two seasons," general manager Mike Grier said. "His on-ice awareness allows him to process the game at a high level, and (he) is a unique player with a quality 200-foot game who excels in the offensive zone. We are excited to have him join the organization."
The 21-year-old Graf led Quinnipiac in scoring with 49 points and 22 goals this season and was named ECAC Player of the Year and the conference's top defensive forward.
Graf helped the Bobcats win the national championship in the 2022-23 season as a sophomore, scoring a third-period, game-tying goal with 2:47 remaining in regulation to force the contest to overtime. Graf led the team with 21 goals, 38 assists and 59 points that season.
___
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- Two-time defending Tour de France champion Jonas Vingegaard was taken to a hospital in an ambulance after a bad crash at the Basque Country Vuelta on Thursday.
Team Visma said Vingegaard was "conscious and will be examined in the hospital."
The Danish rider wasn't able to move much while being treated by doctors by the side of the road following the crash that happened with less than 30 kilometers (18.6 miles) to go in the fourth stage. He was put in an ambulance with an oxygen mask and a neck brace.
Australian rider Jay Vine also was taken to a hospital in an ambulance. Remco Evenepoel was able to walk away from the crash but also went to the hospital.
Other riders involved in the crash at the front of the peloton included Quinten Hermans, Natnael Tesfatsion and Primoz Roglic, who is a Giro d'Italia and Spanish Vuelta champion.

    


The accident happened as riders were making a right-hand turn and some of them slid and sent others off the road. There were some large rocks by the road, though it wasn't clear if any of the riders hit them.
The race was neutralized until the finish line, with only the six riders who had been at the front being allowed to sprint for the finish to try to win the stage. Their times would not count for the general classification.
The restart was delayed until doctors could rejoin the race to accompany the remaining riders.
___
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                                        ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) -- The home stadium of Hajduk club in Split was closed to supporters on Thursday, a day after fan violence left police injured.
More than 50 people were also detained after chaos erupted when Hajduk lost to Dinamo Zagreb 1-0 in a Croatian Cup semifinal.
Police said Hajduk fans ran onto the pitch after the match to try to attack Dinamo fans and players. Fans attacked the police with bottles, rocks and other objects, while also ripping out stadium chairs and later setting fire to containers outside the stadium.
Two policemen were seriously injured in the clashes, and 54 people were detained by police, Interior Minister Davor Bozinovic said. 
"There must be no tolerance for violence and vandalism," Bozinovic added.
The Croatian Football Federation closed the doors to Hajduk's Poljud Stadium while the violence is investigated.
Fan violence is common in Croatia, and Dinamo Zagreb's ultras the Bad Blue Boys and Hajduk Split's supporters group Torcida are known for incidents.
___
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[image: Scottie Scheffler holds the championship trophy after winning the Arnold Palmer Invitational golf tournament Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Scottie Scheffler holds the championship trophy after winning the Arnold Palmer Invitational golf tournament Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, reacts on the second green during the final round of The Players Championship golf tournament Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Captain Brooks Koepka of Smash GC walks between trees during the first round of LIV Golf tournament, Friday, March 8, 2024, in Hong Kong. (Charles Laberge/LIV Golf via AP)]
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[image: Xander Schauffele follows the flight of his tee shot on the fourth hole during the final round of The Players Championship golf tournament Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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[image: FILE -Tiger Woods walks to the green on the third hole during the first round of the Genesis Invitational golf tournament at Riviera Country Club, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in the Pacific Palisades area of Los Angeles. Woods has played only 24 holes in one tournament going into the Masters. (AP Photo/Ryan Kang, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | FILE -Tiger Woods walks to the green on the third hole during the first round of the Genesis Invitational golf tournament at Riviera Country Club, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in the Pacific Palisades area of Los Angeles. Woods has played only 24 holes in one tournament going into the Masters. (AP Photo/Ryan Kang, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8
FILE -Tiger Woods walks to the green on the third hole during the first round of the Genesis Invitational golf tournament at Riviera Country Club, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in the Pacific Palisades area of Los Angeles. Woods has played only 24 holes in one tournament going into the Masters. (AP Photo/Ryan Kang, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Scottie Scheffler holds the trophy after winning The Players Championship golf tournament Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Scottie Scheffler holds the championship trophy after winning the Arnold Palmer Invitational golf tournament Sunday, March 10, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, reacts on the second green during the final round of The Players Championship golf tournament Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)]
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[image: Captain Brooks Koepka of Smash GC walks between trees during the first round of LIV Golf tournament, Friday, March 8, 2024, in Hong Kong. (Charles Laberge/LIV Golf via AP)]
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[image: Xander Schauffele follows the flight of his tee shot on the fourth hole during the final round of The Players Championship golf tournament Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]
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                                        Jon Rahm went from wearing a Masters green jacket in April to a LIV Golf black letterman's jacket in December.
Those two images -- one in Butler Cabin with Scottie Scheffler, the other in a New York studio with Greg Norman -- illustrate the great divide in golf that has scattered the sport's biggest stars across two tours. The rival circuits are not pitted against each other, and therein lies the problem facing golf: They're never together.
That's what makes the Masters feel bigger than ever.
It already is the most anticipated tournament of any year because of Augusta National and all the history and memories it has created over 90 years. One year after the PGA Tour and LIV first mixed at the Masters, it now feels like a reunion long overdue.
"The first time there was that split, this war between the tours," Xander Schauffele said. "It brought a lot of eyeballs because of that -- sort of LIV versus the PGA Tour kind of thing. ... I think the tone might be different from a fan's perspective.

    


"But I think it will still be great viewing," he said. "One, it's the Masters. And two, I think everybody is just probably excited to see everyone compete again."




When the first tee shot in the 88th Masters Tournament is struck on April 11, it will be the first time in 263 days that all the world's best players will be chasing the same prize.
Rahm and Scheffler. Brooks Koepka and Rory McIlroy. Patrick Reed and Jordan Spieth. Even aging stars Phil Mickelson and Tiger Woods.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Savor these moments, because there doesn't seem to be peace in the immediate future.
The PGA Tour invited the Saudi backers of LIV Golf to the table in a stunning agreement last June to become commercial partners.
But then Congress got involved. The Justice Department had antitrust concerns. The tour began receiving offers from U.S. private equity groups. As the tour narrowed its list of suitors, the Public Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia flexed its financial muscle by luring away Rahm with an offer believed to be in the neighborhood of the tour's entire prize fund for the year.

    


The PGA Tour tour now has a $3 billion investment from a consortium of billionaire sports owners in the U.S., all while still negotiating with the Saudis. A month before the Masters, Woods, Spieth and the rest of the player-directors on the PGA Tour board met for the first time with Yasir Al-Rumayyan, the PIF governor who refers to LIV as his "baby.
LIV doesn't appear to be going anywhere, and there is no consensus on how to bring LIV players back into the fold, if they even want to come back.
"We can't keep going this direction," Bryson DeChambeau said. "It's great to have the majors where we all come together, but we want to be competing -- at least I want to be competing -- every week with all of the best players in the world."
The closest the two tours have been to each other was early February -- about 300 miles (480 kilometers) separated the Phoenix Open from LIV Golf Las Vegas. Otherwise, they feel galaxies apart.
For now, the boundaries only vanish at the four majors. That starts with the Masters.

    


"That's what is making this Masters and many other majors so much fun -- not only for me and for players, but for spectators -- is for all of us to be able to play together again and showcase what we're capable of," Rahm said.
The show starts with Scheffler, the undisputed No. 1 in the world even with LIV players plunging in the ranking because their league does not get points.
His tee-to-green statistics are among the best since the peak years of Woods. And then Scheffler got the putter going and he won against two of the strongest fields in consecutive weeks at the Arnold Palmer Invitational and The Players Championship. His most recent start was a runner-up finish in the Houston Open.
Rahm has been watching -- that's about all he can do. And the Masters provides an arena for him to have a say about that.
"I'm fully aware of where Scottie is," Rahm said. "I don't need to be playing next to him to know what's going on. Anytime you're doing the history he's been able to do, it's quite impressive."

    


The only history that matters to McIlroy is joining the most exclusive club in golf. Only five players have won the four professional majors dating to the inception of the Masters in 1934. Woods was the most recent in 2000, and he got it done at the British Open on his first try.
Of the other four players with the career Grand Slam, no one waited longer than three years to get the last leg. McIlroy is going on his 10th year, and it's been that long -- 10 years -- since he won any major championship.
"I'm under no illusion that the clock is ticking and it has been 10 years since I've won one of them," McIlroy said. "I just need to keep putting myself in those positions, and sooner or later it's going to happen."
This is his 16th Masters. Only one player -- Sergio Garcia -- has played the Masters more often before finally winning. Garcia won his green jacket in his 19th attempt.

    


McIlroy won in Dubai at the start of the year, though his PGA Tour performance has been mediocre by his standards. He has been at the forefront of this disruption in golf, going from one of LIV's loudest critics to resigning from the PGA Tour board and now pushing as hard as anyone for golf to find harmony, even if that means bringing back LIV players without penalty.
Woods has been the strongest and steadiest opposition to LIV Golf, and now the biggest name in the sport is lending his voice by getting an unlimited term on the PGA Tour board. He also was behind a change that gives players a majority on the board.
As for golf? That remains a mystery, as it has for the last five years since he capped that remarkable comeback from four back surgeries by winning a fifth green jacket and his 15th major. Woods had ankle surgery after last year's Masters and is walking better. His ambitious goal was to play once a month through the major championship season.
That hasn't gone to plan, not even close. Woods has played only 24 holes in one tournament this year, withdrawing after six holes of the second round at Riviera with the flu.
There remains a curiosity about the divide and how they perform. Rahm has played only five times since November leading up to the Masters. Is that enough? What does guaranteed cash do for motivation?
Those questions might have been answered last year. Koepka was runner-up at the Masters along with Mickelson. Patrick Reed was another shot behind. Koepka won the PGA Championship. Cameron Smith was fourth at the U.S. Open.
"This has kind of been my time," Koepka said as he goes after a sixth major since 2017.
And now it's everyone's time to get on the same golf course, in the same clubhouse, on the same range chasing the same prize, with no emphasis on money. That doesn't happen very often these days.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: Scottie Scheffler tees off on the first hole during the first round of the Houston Open golf tournament Thursday, March, 28, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)]
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[image: FILE - Jon Rahm, of Spain, celebrates winning the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club on Sunday, April 9, 2023, in Augusta, Ga. Rahm returns to defend his title as a member of LIV Golf. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- Facts and figures for the Masters:
Tournament: The 88th Masters Tournament.
Dates: April 11-14.
Site: Augusta National Golf Club.
Length: 7,555 yards.
Par: 36-36--72.
Purse: To be announced ($18 million in 2023).
Field: 88 players (five amateurs), with one spot open for Texas Open winner.
Cut: Top 50 and ties.
Defending champion: Jon Rahm.
Last year: Jon Rahm had to play 30 holes on Sunday in a rain-delayed Masters. He got within two shots of Brooks Koepka in the morning, and then pulled away with a 3-under 69 to win by four shots over Koepka and Phil Mickelson. Koepka went 22 consecutive holes Sunday without a birdie and shot 75. Mickelson shot 65 and at 52 became the oldest runner-up in Masters history.
Tiger tales: Five-time champion Tiger Woods has never missed the cut as a pro at the Masters. He has played only 24 holes of tournament golf this year, most recently six holes on Feb. 16 in the Genesis Invitational before withdrawing with the flu.

    


LIV and let live: The field includes 13 players (seven Masters champions) who play for Saudi-funded LIV Golf.
Grand Slam, Take 10: Rory McIlroy tries for the 10th time to win the Masters and complete the career Grand Slam. He has gone 10 years since winning his last major.




The newcomers: Two players in the top 10 in the world, U.S. Open champion Wyndham Clark (4) and Ludvig Aberg (9), are making their Masters debuts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The odds ( FanDuel Sportsbook ): Scottie Scheffler (+430), Rory McIlroy (+1200), Jon Rahm (+1300), Xander Schauffele (+1800), Brooks Koepka (+1900), Jordan Spieth (+2100), Tiger Woods (+11000).
Key statistic: Scottie Scheffler and Wyndham Clark are the only players to win on the PGA Tour this year while ranked in the top 50 in the world.
Noteworthy: Rory McIlroy is playing in his 16th Masters. Sergio Garcia (19) is the only player who had that many appearances before winning.

    


Quoteworthy: "I think it will be great viewing. One, it's the Masters. Two, everyone is probably excited to see everyone compete again." -- Xander Schauffele.
Television: Thursday-Friday, 3-7:30 p.m. (ESPN); Saturday, 3-7 p.m. (CBS); Sunday, 2-7 p.m. (CBS).
Interactive: https://www.masters.com/en_US/index.html. Live video channels from the 4th, 5th and 6th holes, Amen Corner, the 15th hole, 16th hole and a featured group. Estimated times -- Hole Nos. 4,5 and 6 from 8:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, and from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on the weekend; Amen Corner (Nos. 11, 12 and 13) from 10:45 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday and Friday, and from 11:45 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the weekend; Nos. 15 and 16 from 11:45 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, and from 12:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on the weekend; and featured group from 9:15 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, and from 10:15 a.m. to 7 p.m. on the weekend. The Masters iPad application will display the video channels and a live digital simulcast of CBS Sports' weekend coverage.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: Wild Card player, Anthony Kim hits his shot from the fifth tee during the second round of the LIV Golf tournament at the Hong Kong Golf Club Fanling, Saturday, March 9, 2024 in Hong Kong. (Mike Stobe/LIV Golf via AP)]
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                                        DORAL, Fla. (AP) -- Anthony Kim says he once texted 100 people an invitation to come to his home and take away all his golf equipment. He's watched golf in recent years only as a sleep aid. He claims to have learned just this week that Brooks Koepka won back-to-back majors, something that happened six years ago.
"I had no clue," Kim said.
There is still a ton of mystery surrounding Kim, who left the game for more than a decade before returning this year as part of the LIV Golf League. He spoke out Thursday -- the 14th anniversary of his third and most recent PGA Tour victory -- about his comeback, without revealing much in the way of details about his absence and how bad things got for him along the way.
He'll play this week -- LIV is at Doral, near Miami -- in the U.S. for the first time since May 2012 when he withdrew after one round at Quail Hollow. Kim has a documentary coming out about what he's gone through and says the answers to the questions many have will be addressed there.

    


"When doctors are telling you that you may not have much time left, that's a pretty rude awakening," Kim said. "And I still think about it to this day when I'm out there and I get frustrated with my golf, how far I've come. Other people don't need to know the journey. I'm going to share it. The people that find inspiration and strength from it, I hope it can influence them in a positive way."




He was once No. 6 in the world ranking, a three-time winner on the PGA Tour, someone who had three top 10s in majors -- two at the British Open, one at the Masters -- and was part of winning teams at the Ryder Cup, Presidents Cup and Walker Cup. All that was before he turned 25.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He's 38 now. He and his wife have a daughter, Isabella, and she's all that matters, he said. He doesn't view playing LIV as a comeback, either. It's an entirely new chapter for someone who says he's an entirely different person.

    


He was a brash, confident kid with blinged-out belt buckles and a game to match. With three wins before turning 25, he was in a club alongside some of golf's most elite players -- names like Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson, Sergio Garcia and Adam Scott.
"I think it must be nice to be able to come back, honestly, but I can't imagine from a competitive side how easy that would be," Scott said this week in San Antonio, where he's playing in the Texas Open.
"I see some guys who fall off the tour or take a break for a year or two and it's hard work coming back. As far as competing goes, I'm sure he's got a bit of a road in front of him, but I was a contemporary of his and played plenty of golf with him. If he's in a good spot coming back to play, I'm pleased that the game's still there for him."
There were injury issues in 2009 that slowed Kim down, and three years later, he was totally derailed. He shot 74 in the first round of the Wells Fargo Championship in 2012, walked straight to his car and left. He ruptured his Achilles tendon getting ready for 2013 season, and then had a herniated disk.
In a 2015 interview with The Associated Press -- his most recent interview before emerging with LIV -- he said his injuries included a rotator cuff, labrum, spinal fusion and his hand, and that he had gone through at least six surgeries. He also said he was getting monthly payments from an insurance policy that cost "well into the mid-six figures" when he took it out in 2010 in case of injury.

    


"There's not enough time to get into detail about all the things right now," Kim said Thursday when asked about what issues he dealt with. "I got professional help. I think that I didn't deal with a lot of the trauma and whatever came from my life. And I buried it because I didn't want to show anybody weakness. I thought by showing vulnerability, that was weakness. And I've come to a point in my life where I don't care if somebody thinks that about me or not."
Kim has played twice in LIV events so far. He was 53rd out of 53 finishers at his debut in Saudi Arabia, finishing 11 shots out of 52nd place and 33 shots behind winner Joaquin Niemann. In his next start, at Hong Kong, he was 50th out of 54 finishers, 16 shots behind winner Abraham Ancer -- but ahead of Phil Mickelson and three others, and his final round of 65 tied for fifth-best in the field.

    


It was a sign of progress for someone who only rededicated himself to the game a couple months ago.
"I definitely think about my first career, my past career, or whatever you want to call it," Kim said. "There's obviously good and bad memories to it, but I'm focused on what I'm doing now."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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                                        TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -- The Tampa Bay Buccaneers addressed the need for an edge pass rusher by signing outside linebacker Randy Gregory to a one-year contract.
The team confirmed the addition Thursday and is hoping the 31-year-old, who also played defensive end with Dallas, Denver and San Francisco, will fill a void created when the Bucs released linebacker Shaquil Barrett in a salary cap move last month.
Barrett subsequently signed with the Miami Dolphins.
Gregory was a second-round draft pick of the Cowboys in 2015. He played five seasons with Dallas before signing with Denver in 2022. He split 2023 between the Broncos and 49ers, who acquired him in a trade.
Gregory has appeared in 72 games over seven NFL seasons. In addition to 22 career sacks, he has 27 tackles for loss and 69 quarterback hits.
Barrett was one of Tampa Bay's best pass rushers over the past five seasons. He led the NFL in sacks with 19 1/2 in 2019, then helped the Bucs win the Super Bowl the following season.
Gregory played 16 games last season, 12 after moving to the 49ers. He had one sack in four games with Denver, then had 2 1/2 for San Francisco.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/buccaneers-gregory-9b532f35fd22627a5c24ca4dabc6d669



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Italian tennis official suspended for 5 1/2 years for corruption breaches | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Italian tennis official suspended for 5 1/2 years for corruption breaches

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON (AP) -- An Italian tennis official has been suspended for 5 1/2 years for multiple corruption breaches, the sport's integrity agency said on Thursday.
Manuel Guion, a national-level official who has also served as a line judge at ATP challenger level, admitted to five breaches of the tennis anti-corruption program.
The breaches included conspiring to commit a corruption offense, soliciting a player to commit a corruption offense, encouraging tennis betting, and betting on events when officiating at them, the International Tennis Integrity Agency said in a statement. 
The ITIA added Guion cooperated fully and was also fined $6,000. He is prohibited from officiating at or attending any tennis event sanctioned by all ITIA members during his suspension.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: UConn guard Nika Muhl (10) cheers after an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. UConn won 80-73. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) reacts during the fourth quarter of an Elite Eight round college basketball game against LSU during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: South Carolina guard Te-Hina Paopao during the first half of an Elite 8 college basketball game against Oregon State in the NCAA Tournament in Albany, N.Y., Sunday, March 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: North Carolina State celebrates a win over Texas in an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: UConn guard Paige Bueckers, right, hugs guard Nika Muhl after their win over Southern California in an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Howard Lao)]
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[image: UConn forward Aaliyah Edwards reacts after being fouled during the second half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: South Carolina guard Bree Hall (23) takes a selfie on the court after defeating Oregon State in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)]
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[image: North Carolina State guard Aziaha James (10) drives to the basket as Texas forward Aaliyah Moore defends during the second half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Howard Lao)]
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[image: North Carolina State guard Aziaha James (1) shoots as Texas guard Shay Holle defends during the first half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: South Carolina guard Te-Hina Paopao during the first half of an Elite 8 college basketball game against Oregon State in the NCAA Tournament in Albany, N.Y., Sunday, March 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: North Carolina State celebrates a win over Texas in an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: UConn guard Paige Bueckers, right, hugs guard Nika Muhl after their win over Southern California in an Elite Eight college basketball game in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Howard Lao)]
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[image: UConn forward Aaliyah Edwards reacts after being fouled during the second half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Southern California in the women's NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: South Carolina guard Bree Hall (23) takes a selfie on the court after defeating Oregon State in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)]
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                                        Women's basketball is having itself a moment as March Madness heads to the Final Four on Friday night.
A year ago, 9.9 million people tuned in to see Angel Reese and LSU beat Caitlin Clark and Iowa in a national championship game made unforgettable by the two stars who backed up their talk with stellar play. The game was on a national network -- ABC -- for the first time since 1996. 
Well, this season Clark and Reese were back for more and Iowa won a thrilling rematch in the Elite Eight behind 41 points from Clark as more than 12 million people watched in a record for a women's college basketball game on Monday night. The Hawkeyes next face Paige Bueckers and UConn in one semifinal on Friday night. In the other, North Carolina State will take on No. 1 overall seed South Carolina, which hasn't lost all season and has a chance to become the 10th perfect national champion. 

    


Clark has been the talk of the sport all season after becoming the all-time leading scorer in Division I history and selling out venues wherever Iowa went. She will share the stage in Cleveland this weekend.
The Final Four
1 South Carolina vs. 3 N.C. State (7 p.m. Eastern, Friday). The Wolfpack weren't even ranked in the preseason but they climbed to No. 3 in the AP Top 25 by December and have been one of the top teams in the country for months. Caitlin, Paige, Angel and USC's JuJu Watkins have been in the spotlight, but N.C. State guard Aziaha "Zaza" James is a star, scoring 29 points and then 27 the past two games. The Gamecocks are deep and relentless, riding 22 points from center Kamilla Cardoso in the Sweet 16 and then 15 from Tessa Johnson in the next game to advance to the semifinals.




1 Iowa vs. 3 UConn (9:30 p.m. Eastern, Friday). The Friday night lights will be bright for the Clark vs. Bueckers show, two standout guards who make their teammates shine. Clark's scoring has been the talk of the sport, but she also leads the nation in assists per game while Bueckers is back in MVP form for the Huskies, who are in their record 23rd Final Four. 
How to watch

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Every game of the women's tournament will be aired -- here is a schedule -- on ESPN's networks and streaming services with select games on ABC. While ESPN will air the Final Four, the title game will be back on ABC, just like last season. 

    


Betting guide
South Carolina is the overwhelming favorite to win its second title in three years and third overall, all since 2017, under coach Dawn Staley. Behind the Gamecocks (in order) are Iowa, UConn and N.C. State, according to FanDuel Sportsbook.
When are the games? 
The Final Four is in Cleveland on Friday night with the championship game at 3 p.m. Eastern on Sunday.
Go deeper
From Clark to Reese to Watkins, the star power for March Madness is on full blast. A lot of those talented players happen to be freshmen, too. And some of the coaches who reached the NCAA Tournament certainly know their way around campus, since they are at their alma mater.
There was a lot of talk about how to stop Clark, who is coached by Lisa Bluder, and her prolific scoring. It's been tried, with mixed success. The Pac-12 put seven teams in the tournament as the conference fades away, but none advanced to the Final Four. 

    


The games at times have been overshadowed despite robust attendance and ratings. The NCAA had to replace one official at halftime when it was discovered she had a degree from one of the schools whose game she was officiating. Notre Dame star Hanna Hidalgo missed a chunk of the Fighting Irish's Sweet 16 loss when officials made her remove a nose ring, which she had played with earlier in the tournament.
Away from the court, Utah players and coaches were subjected to racist taunts near their Idaho hotel, which was 40 minutes away from their game site. The NCAA also said one of the 3-point lines on the court used this past weekend in Portland, Oregon, was about 9 inches short of regulation at its apex without notice during five tournament games.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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    [image: UConn center Donovan Clingan (32) celebrates after hitting a 3-pointer against Illinois during the second half of the Elite 8 college basketball game in the men's NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 30, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | UConn center Donovan Clingan (32) celebrates after hitting a 3-pointer against Illinois during the second half of the Elite 8 college basketball game in the men's NCAA Tournament, Saturday, March 30, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Purdue center Zach Edey (15) blocks a basket attempt by Tennessee guard Dalton Knecht (3) during the second half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)]
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[image: North Carolina State's Casey Morsell (14) and Duke's Tyrese Proctor (5) react during the second half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament in Dallas, Sunday, March 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Brandon Wade)]
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[image: Alabama guard Mark Sears (1) celebrates after scoring during the second half of an Elite 8 college basketball game against Clemson in the NCAA tournament Saturday, March 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Purdue's Trey Kaufman-Renn (4) celebrates with teammates Mason Gillis (0), Braden Smith (3) and Fletcher Loyer during the second half of a second-round college basketball game against Utah State in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 24, 2024 in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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[image: North Carolina State's Casey Morsell (14) and Duke's Tyrese Proctor (5) react during the second half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament in Dallas, Sunday, March 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Brandon Wade)]
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[image: Alabama guard Mark Sears (1) celebrates after scoring during the second half of an Elite 8 college basketball game against Clemson in the NCAA tournament Saturday, March 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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                                        March Madness is racing toward the national championship game.
The beloved annual tradition that is the NCAA Tournament opened with bracket busters and overnight stars -- Oakland's Jack Gohlke and Oregon's Jermaine Couisnard, anyone? -- emerging out of nowhere. 
Who will win it all? UConn is the No. 1 overall seed and an overwhelming pick to claim a sixth overall title and become the first team to repeat as NCAA champion since Florida in 2006-07. The only other top seed still alive going into Saturday's Final Four is Purdue.
Last year's Final Four, remember, included two 5 seeds (Miami and San Diego State), the fourth-seeded Huskies and 9 seed Florida Atlantic. This year is a bit more traditional -- except for 11-seed North Carolina State crashing the party.
The Final Four
1 UConn vs. 4 Alabama (8:49 p.m. Eastern, Saturday). The question before the tourney was who could stop the Huskies and that question hasn't changed at all as UConn has won its NCAA games by 39, 17, 30 and 25 points. Next up: the Crimson Tide. Alabama hit 16 3-pointers to advance over Clemson and that came after the Tide eliminated top-seeded North Carolina.

    


1 Purdue vs 11 N.C. State (6:09 p.m. Eastern, Saturday). The Boilermakers have advanced behind big man Zach Edey, who dropped 40 points in his last game to help eliminate Tennessee. The 7-foot-4, 300-pound Edey and his strong supporting cast will face a Wolfpack team that has a standout big man of its own: D.J. Burns Jr., who is 6-9 and 275 pounds. N.C. State hasn't made it this far since its 1983 championship team coached by the late Jim Valvano.




How to watch
Every game of the men's tournament will be aired -- here is a schedule -- either on CBS, TBS, TNT or TruTV and their digital platforms, including Paramount+. TBS will handle the Final Four and national title game this year. The NCAA is streaming games via its March Madness Live option.
Betting guide

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The betting favorite is UConn, followed by Purdue, Alabama and N.C. State, according to FanDuel Sportsbook.

    


When are the games?

The Final Four is in Glendale, Arizona, on Saturday, April 6, with the championship game the night of Monday, April 8.
Go deeper
March Madness as we know it could be on the way out amid all the changes in college athletics. There is a lot of talk about expanding the tournament beyond 68 teams, a format that's been in place since 2011.
For now, enjoy the show and if it seems like everyone can score, there is a reason. Offense has evolved. Just take a look at UConn.
Everyone loves those buzzer beaters and late-game winners. A lot of the guys who hit those last year came back for more. Edey was back too, though his basketball future after Purdue is murky.
If you like your team this season, take a good look. The transfer portal and the allure of NIL deals mean coaches have to worry about their rosters even amid March Madness. 
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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[image: Purdue center Zach Edey (15) greets teammate guard Lance Jones (55) after the second half of an Elite Eight college basketball game against Tennessee in the NCAA Tournament, Sunday, March 31, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Duane Burleson)]
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[image: Alabama forward Nick Pringle (23) is high-fived by head coach Nate Oats during the second half of an Elite 8 college basketball game against Clemson in the NCAA tournament Saturday, March 30, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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[image: North Carolina State's DJ Burns Jr., left, goes up for a basket against Duke's Kyle Filipowski during the second half of an Elite Eight college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament in Dallas, Sunday, March 31, 2024. North Carolina State won 76-64. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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                                        It feels like UConn vs. the field in the men's Final Four, and the advanced stats show the defending champions have no glaring weaknesses.
Still, the other three teams made it this far for a reason. Here's a look at what each Final Four participant does well and what it doesn't, with some help from Ken Pomeroy's numbers.
UCONN (35-3)
Pomeroy Rank: 1
Strengths: Where do you begin? In 2-point field goal percentage, UConn is No. 4 in the country on offense and No. 2 on defense. If you think you can make up for that by making a lot of 3s, the Huskies are pretty good at limiting attempts from beyond the arc. They also don't turn the ball over that much, and they're No. 13 in Division I in offensive rebounding percentage. So you're probably not going to make up ground in those areas if you're behind in shooting percentage.
Weaknesses: The Huskies are only 315th in adjusted tempo. So you can play a low-possession game against them and try to pull off the upset that way.

    


In This Tournament: The best example of UConn's dominance came in the Elite Eight, when the Huskies shot 3 of 17 from 3-point range and still beat Illinois by 25. UConn shot 28 of 43 from 2-point range while the Illini went 11 of 44.




PURDUE (33-4)
Pomeroy Rank: 3
Strengths: Led by 7-foot-4 Zach Edey, the Boilermakers are dominant on the boards, ranking sixth in the country in offensive rebound percentage. They're also ninth in free throw rate and second in 3-point shooting percentage.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Weaknesses: Purdue is the most turnover-prone team at the Final Four, and the Boilermakers don't force many themselves. They could be vulnerable to a hot-shooting opponent.
In This Tournament: Purdue had an uncharacteristically poor outside shooting day in the regional final against Tennessee, getting outscored 33-9 beyond the arc. The Boilermakers made up for that by attempting 33 free throws to 11 for the Volunteers, and they had 13 offensive rebounds to Tennessee's six.

    


ALABAMA (25-11)
Pomeroy Rank: 12
Strengths: It'll be a contrast in style against UConn, with the Crimson Tide ranking ninth in adjusted tempo. They shoot a lot of 3s, and they hit the offensive boards well. Alabama doesn't get to the line as well as, say, Purdue, but the Crimson Tide shoot a better percentage from there than any other team remaining.
Weaknesses: Defense, defense and defense. Alabama is 104th in adjusted defensive efficiency. Pomeroy's stats go back to 1997, and the worst defensive team to win a title in that span was Baylor in 2021, which finished at No. 22. 
In This Tournament: Alabama's 109-96 win over Charleston in the first round was a good reflection of what this team is. The second round against Grand Canyon was a helter-skelter game in which scoring was down, but then the Crimson Tide reverted to form, beating North Carolina and Clemson while allowing over 80 points but scoring enough to win.
NORTH CAROLINA STATE (26-14)
Pomeroy Rank: 43
Strengths: The Wolfpack take care of the ball, ranking ninth in the country in turnover percentage. That means even if the team is going through a rough stretch offensively, they don't compound their problems, and they've been able to avoid falling too far behind.

    


Weaknesses: Even after this run through the ACC Tournament and its NCAA regional, N.C. State is pretty average in many statistical categories. The Wolfpack don't rely much on the 3, so if an opponent can defend big man DJ Burns one on one, they may be in trouble.
In This Tournament: Burns is shooting 67% from the field through four games. Thanks to that, the Wolfpack have shot over 50% from 2-point range in each game. They've gotten some good fortune too, with Marquette and Duke combining to go 9 of 51 from 3-point range.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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    [image: Official Tommi Paris, left, watches as North Carolina State's Saniya Rivers (22) handles the ball during the first half of a first-round college basketball game in the NCAA Tournament in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, March 23, 2024. Paris was replaced at halftime by referee Angelica Suffren, who worked the earlier Green Bay-Tennessee game. NCAA representatives on-site didn't provide a reason for the change. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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                                        A year after having the first-ever all-female officiating crew at the Final Four, the NCAA has chosen four males and seven females to referee the national semifinals and championship game this weekend in Cleveland.
Melissa Barlow will be officiating her 12th Final Four and Joe Vaszily will be working his 10th. They are the two most senior members of the group. Joining Barlow and Vaszily are Gina Cross, Roy Gulbeyan, Eric Brewton, Katie Lukanich, In'Fini Robinson, Tiffany Bird, Brenda Pantoja, Brian Hall and Angelica Suffren.
"These experienced officials delivered consistent and elite performances throughout the series of tournament games this year," national coordinator of women's basketball officiating Penny Davis said. "Their work on the floor has led to their selections for these upcoming assignments. It's an honor to be selected for any tournament assignment, but to advance to these final games is not only an honor but bears an immense amount of responsibility. This group is prepared and ready!"

    


Five of the seven women chosen worked the games in Dallas last year, although none of them were on the court for the title game that the NCAA said earlier this season did not meet expectations. 




Suffren had to work a game and a half in the opening round of the NCAA Tournament when official Tommi Paris was replaced at halftime after it was discovered she had gotten a masters degree at Chattanooga, which was playing in the game. Suffren had worked the first game at that site between Tennessee and Green Bay.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One official who won't be working this weekend is Dee Kantner, who had officiated in every Final Four since 1992 except for the five years she worked in the NBA from 1997-2002. 
The first semifinal pits undefeated South Carolina against N.C. State while the second one has Caitlin Clark and Iowa facing UConn.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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    [image: Sei Young Kim drives the ball down the 18th fairway during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Sei Young Kim walks off after finishing the 18th hole during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Danielle Kang reacts to a putt on the ninth hole during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Pajaree Anannarukarn putts on the 18th green during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Pajaree Anannarukarn putts on the 18th green during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anna Nordqvist drives the ball down the 10th fairway during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: A woman walks across a foot bridge during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: McKenzi Hall, of UNLV, waves to friends watching her on the 13th tee during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Sei Young Kim walks off after finishing the 18th hole during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Danielle Kang reacts to a putt on the ninth hole during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Danielle Kang confers with her caddie on the ninth fairway during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: Anna Nordqvist drives the ball down the 10th fairway during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: A woman walks across a foot bridge during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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[image: McKenzi Hall, of UNLV, waves to friends watching her on the 13th tee during the first day of the LPGA T-Mobile Match Play golf tournament at Shadow Creek on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in North Las Vegas, Nev. (L.E. Baskow/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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                                        NORTH LAS VEGAS, Nev. (AP) -- Sei Young Kim took advantage of ideal playing conditions Wednesday, shooting a 6-under 66 in the opening round of the T-Mobile Match Play.
Las Vegas-area residents Danielle Kang and Rose Zhang, making the best use of not having to go on the road, were each just a stroke behind.
Top-ranked Nelly Korda has some work to do to extend her three-tournament winning streak after shooting a 73. Lorena Ochoa, in 2008, was the last LPGA Tour player to win four in a row.
The top 65 players plus ties after the first two days will advance to the third round Friday, and then the top eight players will compete in match play over the weekend. This tournament was entirely a match-play event its first three years, but the format changed this year and attracted easily the strongest field in its short history.
Scores could be noticeably higher Thursday after players competed in calm conditions with a high in the 80s. Wind with gusts of more than 40 mph will greet the players in the second round, and the forecast high for Friday was for 59 degrees. Highs are expected to be in the 60s over the weekend.

    


Fifteen players broke par in the first round.




Kim, the 2020 Player of the Year, began strong with birdies on six of her first 10 holes. She answered a bogey on the par-4 14th with a birdie two holes later on a par 5.
"The front nine I didn't expect I play that well," Kim said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shadow Creek is Kang's home course, but she isn't assuming anything this week. She finished in the top five in the world in 2019 and 2020 and in the top 20 the following two years, but Kang announced in 2022 that a tumor was discovered on her spine.
Her ranking dropped to 48th last year and she entered this tournament 59th, so a strong showing this week could get the 31-year-old headed in the right direction.
Kang sounded Wednesday like a player with the perspective of not to reading too much into the result of any round. Kang's mind after the round was on seeing her trainer, walking her dog and cooking dinner rather than what could happen Thursday.

    


"Sometimes I don't even know the point of Thursday, Friday, Saturday unless it's Sunday," said Kang, who made abut a 75-foot birdie putt on her final hole. "All I can do is stay in the present and play my game and execute the shots and execute the way I normally do."
Zhang doesn't call Shadow Creek home, having played on the course just twice, but she gets to stay home this week.
After becoming the first woman to win college golf's national championship twice, in 2022 and 2023, she left Stanford last year and then won her first LPGA Tour event. That only increased the already lofty expectations for Zhang.
But Zhang, 20, is still searching for his second victory. Ranked 23rd, maybe that will happen this week. Finishing the first round with four consecutive birdies certainly doesn't hurt.
"I gave myself many opportunities," Zhang said. "I was able to kind of pin seek a little bit more. Felt really confident with my irons and I had good yardages coming in. Got a couple putts within five, six feet, within three feet, and that really helped me."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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                                        TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) -- Conor Garland scored the tiebreaking goal with 1:51 remaining and the Vancouver Canucks beat the Arizona Coyotes 2-1 on Wednesday night.
Quinn Hughes scored on the power play midway through the second period and rookie Arturs Silvos had 22 saves as Vancouver took a seven-point lead in the Pacific Division with six games remaining..
Silvos, in just his second game of the season and eighth of his career, didn't have much work in the first two periods as Arizona only managed eight shots. He was called up last month to replace No. 1 goalie Thatcher Demko, who has been sidelined since March 9 with a lower-body injury but is expected back as soon as next week.
"I thought we defended really well," Canucks coach Rick Tocchet said. "It was a grinding type of game. We managed the puck really well. To keep them off the sheet, it's tough."

    


Garland grabbed the rebound of Hughes' missed shot and fired it past Connor Ingram for the Canucks.
"He played really well," Tocchet said of Garland. "He's taking some responsibility when things don't go well. 
Ingram stopped 31 shots for the Coyotes, who had trouble generating any offense, managing just three shots in the first period and five in the second.




The Coyotes applied more pressure with 15 shots in the third, and Dylan Guenther tied it midway through the period with a power-play goal. Clayton Keller had an assist on the play, extending his points streak to nine games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In the first two periods we struggled to break out and generate anything," Coyotes coach Andre Tourigny. "We need to challenge ourselves, like we did in the third period."
Josh Brown was in the penalty box for delay of game when Hughes scored on a shot from between the circles. J.T. Miller and Elias Pettersson assisted on the goal, Hughes' 16th of the season.
Hughes was called for two penalties in the second period, and during the second one, Guenther scored from short range for his 13th of the season, with Keller and Alex Kerfoot assisting.
The Canucks' Miller and the Coyotes' Jack McBain fought in the second period.
NEXT
Canucks: At Los Angeles on Saturday.
Coyotes: Host Vegas on Friday night.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump offered a tough message to Israel in its war against Hamas on Thursday, urging the country to: "Get it over with."
In an interview with conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt, Trump said that Israel is "absolutely losing the PR war" and called for a swift resolution to the bloodshed.
"Get it over with and let's get back to peace and stop killing people. And that's a very simple statement," Trump said. "They have to get it done. Get it over with and get it over with fast because we have to -- you have to get back to normalcy and peace."
The presumptive GOP nominee, who has criticized President Joe Biden for being insufficiently supportive of Israel, also appeared to question the tactics of the Israeli military as the civilian death toll in Gaza continues to mount. Since Hamas militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, Israel's military has battered the territory, killing more than 30,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and creating a humanitarian catastrophe. 

    


"You've got to get it over with and you have to get back to normalcy. And I'm not sure that I'm loving the way they're doing it, because you've got to have victory. You have to have a victory, and it's taking a long time," Trump said. 




He specifically criticized Israel's decision to release footage of its offensive actions. Throughout the war, the Israeli military has released videos of airstrikes and other attacks striking what it describes as "terrorist infrastructure."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They shouldn't be releasing tapes like that," he said. "That's why they're losing the PR war. They, Israel is absolutely losing the PR war."
"They're releasing the most heinous, most horrible tapes of buildings falling down. And people are imagining there's a lot of people in those buildings, or people in those buildings, and they don't like it," he added. "They're losing the PR war. They're losing it big. But they've got to finish what they started, and they've got to finish it fast, and we have to get on with life."

    


The comments offered a vivid example of the attention Trump pays to imagery and optics as he measures the cost of war in PR terms. But they also show the similarities between Trump's and Biden's positions, even as Trump has criticized Biden's handling of the war, going so far as to charge that Jews who vote for Democrats "hate Israel" and hate "their religion" 
Biden's administration has broadly backed Israeli efforts to try to remove Hamas' grip over Gaza, even as he has called for a short term cease-fire to free hostages and surge humanitarian aid. He has also expressed concern that Israel's operation is isolating it on the world stage.
That concern has intensified since an Israeli air strike this week killed seven World Central Kitchen humanitarian aide workers try to deliver food to Palestinians.
Biden on Thursday was speaking with Netanyahu in the wake of the strike and amid his administration's ongoing efforts to dissuade Israel from launching a major offensive against the southern Gaza city of Rafah, where more than a million civilians are sheltering.

    


Biden issued an unusually sharp statement after the aid workers' deaths criticizing Israel for not doing more to protect humanitarian workers and civilians and for refusing to allow more food into the Gaza Strip.
Still Biden has sustained American military support for Israel's war effort and his administration has defended Israel's right to defend itself, if not always its means.
Biden has also tried unsuccessfully to broker a six week ceasefire to allow more aid into Gaza and to secure the release of some of the remaining hostages held by Hamas. His administration has blamed Hamas for not accepting the terms.
Trump was criticized by some in Israel for comments he made to the Israeli newspaper Israel Hayom calling for a swift end to the war.
"I will say Israel has to be very careful because you are losing a lot of the world. You are losing a lot of support," he had warned.
___ Associated Press writers Josef Federman in Jerusalem and Zeke Millers in Washington contributed to this report.
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    [image: Judge Scott McAfee addresses the lawyers during a hearing on charges against former President Donald Trump in the Georgia election interference case on Thursday, March 28, 2024 in Atlanta. Lawyers for Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. (Dennis Byron/Hip Hop Enquirer via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. Lawyers for former President Donald Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee plans to hear arguments on that filing and on two pretrial motions filed by former Georgia Republican Party chair David Shafer during a hearing set for Thursday. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. Lawyers for former President Donald Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee plans to hear arguments on that filing and on two pretrial motions filed by former Georgia Republican Party chair David Shafer during a hearing set for Thursday. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Judge rejects Trump's First Amendment challenge to indictment in Georgia election case

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Judge Scott McAfee addresses the lawyers during a hearing on charges against former President Donald Trump in the Georgia election interference case on Thursday, March 28, 2024 in Atlanta. Lawyers for Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. (Dennis Byron/Hip Hop Enquirer via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | Judge Scott McAfee addresses the lawyers during a hearing on charges against former President Donald Trump in the Georgia election interference case on Thursday, March 28, 2024 in Atlanta. Lawyers for Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. (Dennis Byron/Hip Hop Enquirer via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
Judge Scott McAfee addresses the lawyers during a hearing on charges against former President Donald Trump in the Georgia election interference case on Thursday, March 28, 2024 in Atlanta. Lawyers for Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. (Dennis Byron/Hip Hop Enquirer via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. Lawyers for former President Donald Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee plans to hear arguments on that filing and on two pretrial motions filed by former Georgia Republican Party chair David Shafer during a hearing set for Thursday. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. Lawyers for former President Donald Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee plans to hear arguments on that filing and on two pretrial motions filed by former Georgia Republican Party chair David Shafer during a hearing set for Thursday. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, March 9, 2024, in Rome Ga. Lawyers for former President Donald Trump argued in a court filing that the charges against him in the Georgia election interference case seek to criminalize political speech and advocacy conduct that is protected by the First Amendment. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee plans to hear arguments on that filing and on two pretrial motions filed by former Georgia Republican Party chair David Shafer during a hearing set for Thursday. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By KATE BRUMBACK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The judge overseeing the Georgia election interference case against Donald Trump and others rejected on Thursday arguments by the former president that the indictment seeks to criminalize political speech protected by the First Amendment. 
The indictment issued in August by a Fulton County grand jury accused Trump and 18 others of participating in a wide-ranging scheme to illegally try to overturn the 2020 presidential election in Georgia after the Republican incumbent narrowly lost the state to Democrat Joe Biden. Trump's attorneys argued that all the charges against him involved political speech that is protected even if the speech ends up being false.
But Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee wrote that at this pretrial stage he must consider the language of the indictment in a light favorable to the prosecution. The charges do not suggest that Trump and the others are being prosecuted simply for making false statements but rather that they acted willfully and knowingly to harm the government, he wrote.

    


"Even core political speech addressing matters of public concern is not impenetrable from prosecution if allegedly used to further criminal activity," the judge wrote. 




He added that even lawful acts involving speech protected by the First Amendment can be used to support a charge under Georgia's anti-racketeering law, which prosecutors used in this case.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But McAfee did leave open the possibility that Trump and others could raise similar arguments "at the appropriate time after the establishment of a factual record."
Steve Sadow, Trump's lead attorney in Georgia, said in an email that Trump and the other defendants "respectfully disagree with Judge McAfee's order and will continue to evaluate their options regarding the First Amendment challenges." He called it significant that McAfee made it clear they could raise their challenges again later. 

    


A spokesperson for Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis declined to comment.
McAfee's order echoes an earlier ruling in the federal election interference case against Trump brought by Department of Justice special counsel Jack Smith. U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan wrote in December that "it is well established that the First Amendment does not protect speech that is used as an instrument of a crime."
No trial date has been set for the sprawling Georgia case, one of four criminal cases pending against Trump as he seeks to return to the White House, though Willis has asked for the trial to begin in August. Four people have pleaded guilty after reaching deals with prosecutors. Trump and the others who remain have pleaded not guilty.
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    [image: FILE - The Theodore Roosevelt Building, location of the U.S. Office of Personnel Management, on Feb. 13, 2024, in Washington. The government's chief human resources agency has issued a new rule making it harder to fire thousands of federal employees. Advocates hope the rule will head off former President Donald Trump's promises to radically remake the workforce along ideological lines if he wins back the White House in November. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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[image: the Texas Governor's Mansion Wednesday, July 18, 2012, in Austin, Texas. After four years, the historic Texas Governor's Mansion was restored in a $25 million project after the building was nearly destroyed by fire. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The government's chief human resources agency issued a new rule on Thursday making it harder to fire thousands of federal employees, hoping to head off former President Donald Trump's promises to radically remake the workforce along ideological lines if he wins back the White House in November.
The Office of Personnel Management regulations will bar career civil servants from being reclassified as political appointees or as other at-will workers, who are more easily dismissed from their jobs. 
It comes in response to Schedule F, an executive order Trump issued in 2020 that sought to allow for reclassifying tens of thousands of the 2.2 million federal employees and thus reduce their job security protections.
President Joe Biden nullified Schedule F upon taking office. But if Trump were to revive it during a second administration, he could dramatically increase the around 4,000 federal employees who are considered political appointees and typically change with each new president.

    


Biden called the rule a "step toward combatting corruption and partisan interference to ensure civil servants are able to focus on the most important task at hand: delivering for the American people.'




The potential effects of the change are wide-reaching since how many federal employees might have been affected by Schedule F is unclear. The National Treasury Employee Union used freedom of information requests to obtain documents suggesting that workers like office managers and specialists in human resources and cybersecurity might have been among those subject to reclassification. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new rule moves to counter a future Schedule F order by spelling out procedural requirements for reclassifying federal employees and clarifying that civil service protections accrued by employees can't be taken away, regardless of job type. It also makes clear that policymaking classifications apply to noncareer, political appointments.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: New rule strengthening federal job protections could counter Trump promises to remake the government.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports.

    


    


Good government groups and activists have cheered the change. They viewed cementing federal worker protections as a top priority given that replacing existing government employees with new, more conservative alternatives is a key piece of a plan spearheaded by former Trump administration officials and the Heritage Foundation think tank, known as Project 2025. 
It calls for vetting and potentially firing scores of federal workers and recruiting conservative replacements to wipe out what leading Republicans have long decried as the "deep state" governmental bureaucracy. 
Doreen Greenwald, president of the treasury union, said the new rule "will now be much harder for any president to arbitrarily remove the nonpartisan professionals who staff our federal agencies just to make room for hand-picked partisan loyalists."
But Kentucky Rep. James Comer, chair of the House Oversight Committee, countered that it was "yet another example of the Biden Administration's efforts to insulate the federal workforce from accountability."
"The Biden Administration's rule will further undermine Americans' confidence in their government since it allows poor performing federal workers and those who attempt to thwart the policies of a duly elected President to remain entrenched in the federal bureaucracy," Comer said in a statement.

    


He also promised that his committee "will continue to conduct rigorous oversight of the federal workforce" while exploring legislation "to make the unelected, unaccountable federal workforce more accountable."
Skye Perryman, president and CEO of Democracy Forward, which has led a coalition of nearly 30 advocacy organizations supporting the rule, called it an "extraordinarily strong" counter to the "highly resourced, anti-democratic groups" behind Project 2025. 
"This is not a wonky issue, even though it may be billed that way at times," Perryman said. "This is really foundational to how we can ensure that the government delivers for people and, for us, that's what a democracy is about."
Running to 237 pages, the rule is being published in the federal registry and set to formally take effect next month. 

    


The Office of Personnel Management first proposed the changes last November, then reviewed and responded to 4,000-plus public comments on them. Officials at some top conservative organizations opposed the rule, but around two-thirds of the comments were supportive. 
If Trump wins another term, his administration could direct the Office of Personnel Management to draft new rules. But the process takes months and requires detailed explanation on why new regulations would be improvements -- potentially allowing for legal challenges to be brought by opponents.
Rob Shriver, deputy director of the Office of Personnel Management, said the new rule ensures that federal employee protections "cannot be erased by a technical, HR process" which he said "Schedule F sought to do."

    


"This rule is about making sure the American public can continue to count on federal workers to apply their skills and expertise in carrying out their jobs, no matter their personal political beliefs," Shriver said on a call with reporters.
He noted that 85% of federal workers are based outside the Washington area and are "our friends, neighbors and family members," who are "dedicated to serving the American people, not political agendas."
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    [image: FILE - In this Sept. 21, 2017, file photo, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Building is shown in Washington. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is awarding $20 billion in grants for clean energy projects combating climate change, including residential heat pumps, electric vehicle charging stations and community cooling centers. The funds come from two programs that are part of the ]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- The Environmental Protection Agency on Thursday awarded $20 billion in federal green bank grants to eight community development banks and nonprofit organizations to use on projects combating climate change in disadvantaged communities and helping Americans save money and reduce their carbon footprints. 
The money could fund tens of thousands of eligible projects ranging from residential heat pumps and other energy-efficient home improvements to larger-scale projects such as electric vehicle charging stations and community cooling centers, according to senior officials in President Joe Biden's administration. 
Vice President Kamala Harris, EPA Administrator Michael Regan and other officials planned to announce the grant selections during a visit to Charlotte, North Carolina, on Thursday. Harris has made repeated trips to the battleground state this year as Democrats hope to win a state that they narrowly lost to Republican Donald Trump in the last presidential election. 

    


In a local radio interview conducted before her trip, Harris said North Carolina will "really help determine the outcome of who will occupy the White House for the next four years. And this election, we've got everything on the line."




The green bank that oversees the grants announced Thursday was created by Biden's landmark climate law, the Inflation Reduction Act, passed in 2022. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Formally known as the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, the $27 billion bank is one of many federal efforts to invest in solutions that cut planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions and address human-caused climate change, a topic President Joe Biden has emphasized in his presidency and Democratic reelection campaign. 
The bank's goals are to reduce climate and air pollution and mobilize public and private capital in the communities that need it most.
As part of Thursday's news, the $14 billion National Clean Investment Fund program granted money to three nonprofits that will partner with states and the private sector to provide affordable financing for projects across the country.

    


The $6 billion Clean Communities Investment Accelerator also granted money to five institutions that will work with other groups to establish hubs that make funding and technical assistance accessible to community lenders.
Recipients committed to spending $7 in private sector funding for each $1 from the federal investment money, to "reduce or avoid" 40 million metric tons of carbon dioxide each year and earmark 70% of the money for disadvantaged and low-income communities. These groups are often passed over by commercial banks and investors yet are disproportionately impacted by climate change. 
Among the eight funding recipients are:
--Coalition for Green Capital, a nonprofit working with a nationwide network of state, local, and nonprofit green banks, received $5 billion.
--Power Forward Communities, a nonprofit coalition formed by five housing, climate, and community investment groups, received $2 billion.
--Appalachian Community Capital, a nonprofit community development financial institution working with lenders in Appalachia, received $500 million.

    


Also part of the bank is the $7 billion Solar for All program, which will award states, tribes and municipalities money for a variety of residential and community solar projects at a later date.
Specifics around the bank were outlined last February, with applications for the programs sought in July and due last fall.
"I do think this is a really important part of our national strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and engage every community in the clean energy revolution," Maryland Sen. Chris Van Hollen told The Associated Press in an interview. The Democrat first introduced legislation to create a national green bank 15 years ago. "Now we just need to work very hard on implementation," he said.
But the taxpayer-funded green bank has also faced opposition, notably from Republicans in Congress, who have called it a "slush fund" and voiced concern over accountability and transparency on how the money is used. House Republicans passed a bill last month to repeal the bank and other parts of the president's climate agenda. 

    


At the state level, Connecticut's Green Bank and others have been successful in tracking the impact of their programs.
Through the national program, projects included could be larger, make more money and be more impactful.
"The scale envisioned for these entities could model successful state green banks while supercharging the number of communities served," Katherine Hamilton, chair of public policy firm 38 North Solutions and who worked on underlying legislation for the fund, said in an email. She said that would help the country move "more quickly through the energy transition."
___
Associated Press writer Chris Megerian contributed to this report from Washington. 

    


___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X, formerly Twitter, @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to Dan Gavinski, right, and Chase Slack before riding a Wisconsin Dells Duck during a campaign stop Friday, March 29, 2024, in Wisconsin Dells, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: Madison, Wis., businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde poses for a photo, Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: FILE - This combo image shows Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., left, on Jan. 25, 2024, in Superior, Wis. and Eric Hovde, candidate for the U.S. Senate, on Aug. 14, 2012 in Peawaukee, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon/Tom Lynn, File)]
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[image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to Dan Gavinski while riding a Wisconsin Dells Duck during a campaign stop Friday, March 29, 2024, in Wisconsin Dells, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: Madison, Wis. businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde speaks Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to supporters while riding a Wisconsin Dells Duck during a campaign stop Friday, March 29, 2024, in Wisconsin Dells, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to New Glarus Brewing Company co-owner Deb Carey during a campaign stop, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New Glarus, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)]
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[image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to New Glarus Brewing Company co-owner Deb Carey during a campaign stop, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New Glarus, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to New Glarus Brewing Company co-owner Deb Carey during a campaign stop, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New Glarus, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to New Glarus Brewing Company co-owner Deb Carey during a campaign stop Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New Glarus, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 13 | Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to New Glarus Brewing Company co-owner Deb Carey during a campaign stop Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New Glarus, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Madison, Wis. businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde speaks, Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: With his wife Sharon at his side Madison, Wis., businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde smile and laugh after being acknowledged, Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: Madison, Wis businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde stands up after being acknowledged, Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: Madison, Wis., businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde poses for a photo, Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: FILE - This combo image shows Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., left, on Jan. 25, 2024, in Superior, Wis. and Eric Hovde, candidate for the U.S. Senate, on Aug. 14, 2012 in Peawaukee, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon/Tom Lynn, File)]
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[image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to Dan Gavinski while riding a Wisconsin Dells Duck during a campaign stop Friday, March 29, 2024, in Wisconsin Dells, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: Madison, Wis. businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde speaks Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to supporters while riding a Wisconsin Dells Duck during a campaign stop Friday, March 29, 2024, in Wisconsin Dells, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: Madison, Wis., businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde speaks Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: Wisconsin Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin talks to New Glarus Brewing Company co-owner Deb Carey during a campaign stop, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in New Glarus, Wis. The stop was part of her campaign launch tour in a race against Republican Eric Hovde the could determine who has majority control of the Senate. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer)]
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[image: Madison, Wis. businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde speaks, Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: With his wife Sharon at his side Madison, Wis., businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde smile and laugh after being acknowledged, Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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[image: Madison, Wis businessman and Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde stands up after being acknowledged, Tuesday April 2, 2024, at a former President Donald Trump rally in Green Bay, Wis. The Wisconsin Senate race between Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde is setting up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. (AP Photo/Mike Roemer)]
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                                        NEW GLARUS, Wis. (AP) -- Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin, whose "go everywhere" 2018 campaign strategy became a model for how to win in battleground Wisconsin, knows her road to victory this year against a multimillionaire Republican supporter of former President Donald Trump goes through places like New Glarus.
The bucolic village of 2,200, founded by Swiss immigrants and famous for its Spotted Cow craft beer, is a world away from the urban Democratic strongholds of Milwaukee and Madison, where Democrats like Baldwin and President Joe Biden rack up massive margins of victory.
"Look, in a state like Wisconsin, a 50-50 battleground state, you don't have to win every county," Baldwin said in a warehouse surrounded by pallets of New Glarus beer, sold only in Wisconsin. "But it is really critical that you get folks out to vote, and you have the discussions and up the turnout in every community that you can."

    


The likely contest between Baldwin and Republican Eric Hovde shapes up as one of the most competitive and expensive Senate races in the country. A Baldwin victory is crucial for Democrats who are defending 23 seats in the Senate, including three held by independents who caucus with Democrats clinging to a 51-49 majority. That's compared with just 11 seats that Republicans hope to keep in their column.




Baldwin emphasizes her deep ties to Wisconsin, forged over nearly 40 years in elected office, and her ability to fight for issues that resonate deeply in the state, like supporting the dairy industry, investing in infrastructure and keeping jobs in America.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hovde, who faces nominal opposition in the Republican primary Aug. 13, argues that Baldwin is nothing more than a career politician who has not done enough to address concerns of voters this cycle like immigration, the economy and foreign affairs. He calls her "nothing but a rubber stamp for the progressive left."

    


He is also trying to walk a tightrope with Trump in a state the former president won in 2016 but lost to Biden in 2020. Both elections were decided by fewer than 23,000 votes. 
In Tuesday's presidential primary, roughly 18,500 more Republicans cast ballots than Democrats, a potential sign of higher GOP enthusiasm.
Hovde picked up an endorsement from Trump at a Tuesday night rally in Green Bay, and then touted it on Wednesday in a fundraising plea. But he has set distance between them in some ways.
Trump has falsely claimed for years, including at his Wisconsin rally, that he won the state in 2020 but the election was stolen for Biden. Hovde told The Associated Press that he disagreed.
"Do I think it was stolen? No," Hovde said. "Do I think there were troubling and challenging things? Yeah. So let's clean them up."
Hovde said that while he agrees with Trump on "most of his policies," he will not "engage in the politics of personal destruction."
"I'm committed to trying to bring our country together," Hovde said, striking a different tone from Trump who has referred to Biden as a "lunatic" and labeled the president's supporters as "thugs" at the Green Bay rally.

    


"We have become way too divisive as a country," Hovde told AP. "We need to heal. I'm willing to cooperate, reach across the aisle."
Hovde's message is shaped to appeal to the small, but crucial, bloc of independent voters in Wisconsin who typically decide close elections.
In his 2020 defeat, Trump lost support in the Milwaukee suburbs and other conservative strongholds, like the Fox Valley and Green Bay. Democrats have built their run of 14 victories in the past 17 statewide elections by eating into those Republican areas while driving up turnout in Madison and Milwaukee.
Hovde knows he must improve on Trump's margins in the suburbs, while also dampening the Democratic advantage in urban areas. He's already advertising on television in Madison and Milwaukee, the state's two largest cities. 
"I think it's a mistake when Republican candidates don't compete in Milwaukee and Madison," Hovde said. "So I'm spending a lot of time on both these markets and will compete hard."

    


In 2018, Baldwin cruised to an 11-point victory, a whopping margin in a state where four of the past six presidential races have been decided by less than a point. In that same 2018 election, Democrat Tony Evers defeated then-Gov. Scott Walker by just over 1 point.
Baldwin's strategy that year, seen as a model for Democrats ever since, was to compete everywhere, including rural areas.
Baldwin said during a tour of New Glarus Brewing Company that it is "critical" for her to show up all over the state. In 2020, Biden carried Green County, where New Glarus is located, by just 662 votes.
She hit numerous smaller towns and cities during her 19-county, 1,400-mile "Dairyland" launch tour, taking a boat ride in the tourism hub of Wisconsin Dells and meeting with tribal leaders in Ashland.

    


Baldwin's attack on Hovde, who is CEO of H Bancorp and its primary subsidiary, Utah-based Sunwest Bank, is that he's trying to buy the Senate seat. 
Hovde has largely cleared the GOP primary field with his deep pockets. 
Another wealthy businessman, Scott Mayer, opted in March against a run. Former Milwaukee County Sheriff David Clarke, a staunch Trump supporter who brands himself as "America's Sheriff" on the conservative speaking circuit, has toyed with a run but not committed.
Last week Clarke teased a "big announcement," but it turned out to be a book giveaway.
Hovde was born and raised in Wisconsin but also owns a $7 million estate in Laguna Beach, California. He has tried to laugh off the accusation that he's more California than Wisconsin, posting a video of himself shirtless, submerged in a frigid Madison lake in February, challenging Baldwin to prove her Wisconsin bona fides and do the same. She declined. 
Hovde also said he got donations from more than 2,000 Wisconsin residents in the first month after his campaign launch.
In addition to painting Hovde as an out-of-touch outsider, Baldwin once again hopes abortion fuels Democratic turnout as it did in last year's Wisconsin Supreme Court race, won by the liberal candidate, and the 2022 midterm. 
Vice President Kamala Harris came to the conservative Milwaukee suburb of Waukesha in January to talk about abortion rights, one in a series of stops she and Biden have made in Wisconsin. The president was due back in Madison on Monday for his 10th trip to Wisconsin as president.
Baldwin called abortion "a very potent issue that people recognize is on the November ballot."
Hovde said he supported the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade in 2022, but in another break with Trump, told AP that he would not vote for a federal law banning abortion, saying states should decide. Trump has suggested he would support a federal ban.
Hovde will have to win on the issues to have a chance, said longtime Republican strategist Bill McCoshen.
"Her constituent services is what makes her so strong," McCoshen said. "She and her staff deliver. And she'll have unconventional endorsements that would normally go to a Republican candidate."
Baldwin's constituent work was on display at New Glarus Brewing, where co-owner Deb Carey praised Baldwin for fighting to lower the beer tax, in addition to supporting affordable health care and protecting Social Security.
"Tammy is a practical person that is from Wisconsin and she works hard for Wisconsin and has for many years," Carey said. "She absolutely deserves to be reelected."
Hovde should look to Baldwin's first Senate victory in 2012 over Tommy Thompson, the popular former four-term governor, for how to run this year's race, McCoshen said.
"Hovde's got to give her voters permission to vote against her this time," McCoshen said.
__
This story has been corrected to reflect that Sunwest Bank is based in Utah, not California.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Bill Clinton has a memoir coming out this fall about his years since leaving public office in 2001. "Citizen: My Life After the White House" will cover everything from the presidential campaigns of his wife, Hillary Clinton, to his views on events ranging from the Jan. 6 insurrection to the Iraq War.
Alfred A. Knopf, which published Clinton's million-selling presidential memoir "My Life," will release the new book Nov. 19. 
"I knew as I entered this new chapter of my life that I'd keep score the way I always have: Are people better off when you quit than when you started? Do our children have a brighter future? Are we coming together instead of falling apart?" Clinton said in a statement Thursday. 
"'Citizen' is the story of my 23-plus years since leaving the White House, told largely through the stories of other people who changed my life as I tried to help change theirs, of those who supported me, including those I loved and lost, and of the mistakes I made along the way," he said.

    


Knopf is calling the book "remarkably candid, and richly detailed," offering "fascinating insight into Clinton's life -- both personal and political."


Over the past two decades, Clinton has worked on numerous charitable causes, including AIDS treatment and relief for Haiti after the 2010 earthquake. Besides "My Life," his books have included the policy tract "Working" and a pair of bestselling thrillers co-authored by James Patterson: "The President Is Missing" and "The President's Daughter." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He has also been involved in various controversies, among them questions over the funding for Haiti's rebuilding efforts and his association with the late financier Jeffrey Epstein (Clinton, who flew several times on Epstein's private jet, has denied any awareness that Epstein was involved in sex trafficking). In 2018, the #MeToo movement revived talk of Clinton's affair with then-White House intern Monica Lewinsky. 

    


A Knopf spokesperson declined comment on whether Clinton would write about Epstein or other controversies.
Financial terms for "Citizen" were not disclosed. Clinton was represented by Robert Barnett and Michael O'Connor of Williams & Connolly, where other clients include Hillary Clinton, former President George W. Bush and Barbra Streisand.
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- Top Republican legislators and the Democratic governor in Kansas have brokered a deal on cutting taxes after GOP leaders gave up on moving the state to a single-rate personal income tax that the governor strongly opposed.
But signs of trouble emerged Thursday as top Republicans and Gov. Laura Kelly tried to sell the new plan to lawmakers. During a meeting of skeptical House Democrats, Kelly touted it as a big victory. Many of them saw it as favoring wealthier taxpayers.
"I can guarantee that the other side has gone as far as -- a lot farther than -- they wanted to go," Kelly told them. "We should be embracing this and taking credit for it."
Both the Senate and the House were expected to vote on the package Thursday or Friday. The plan would save taxpayers about $1.4 billion over the next three years, but it is smaller than separate plans approved last month by each chamber and smaller than one passed by the Republican-controlled Legislature in January that Kelly vetoed.

    


GOP leaders wanted to move Kansas to a single personal income tax rate from the three current rates and cut the top rate from its current 5.7%, which Kelly said would benefit the "super wealthy." The same dispute thwarted major tax cuts in 2023, when a dozen other states cut income tax rates, according to the conservative Tax Foundation.




The Kansas deal came two weeks after Georgia's Republican-controlled Legislature passed personal and corporate income tax cuts that GOP Gov. Brian Kemp favored. Like Georgia, Kansas has a big budget surplus -- still projected at more than $4 billion for the end of June 2025.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The compromise plan in Kansas preserves three personal income tax rates but cuts the top rate to 5.5%. Republican leaders didn't have the two-thirds majorities necessary to override a Kelly veto of a single-rate plan, thanks to Republican defectors who, as state Senate President Ty Masterson put it Wednesday, "chained themselves to the tree of progressive taxation." 

    


"So, you know what?" We're just going to cut the tree off on the top," said Masterson, a Wichita-area Republican. "Everything else is a win."
The bill also would eliminate state income taxes on retirees' Social Security benefits, which kick in once a person receives $75,000 a year. It would also increase the state's standard personal income tax deductions, increase an income tax credit for child care expenses, reduce property taxes the state imposes to raise money for public schools and end an expiring 2% sales tax on groceries six months early, on July 1.
Republican leaders wavered on a single-rate income tax in recent weeks as they grew less willing to chance having no cuts enacted this year. All 40 state Senate seats and 125 House seats are up for election this year.
"We've got to get something, and this is a compromise," said House Speaker Dan Hawkins, a Wichita Republican. "We need to get it done and get out of here."
But bipartisan grumbling about the plan began immediately. 
House Taxation Committee Chair Adam Smith said before either chamber voted that he didn't know whether he would support the deal -- even though it was his job to explain it to colleagues and he would normally promote a plan backed by GOP leaders.

    


"I'm hearing a lot of dissent," said Smith, a western Kansas Republican. "I've got to carry the bill, and it's bad when I don't even know if I'm going to vote for it."
Republicans wanted to cut taxes by between $500 million and $600 million annually or between $1.5 billion and $1.8 billion over three years. The new plan, worth about $430 million annually, is less generous than either the House or Senate plans in increasing standard deductions, which helps poorer families. 
Some lawmakers also said the new plan doesn't cut property taxes enough amid rising home values and local levies. For the owner of a home at the Kansas median value of $210,000, the annual savings would be about $140. A home's appraised value can easily rise enough in a year to wipe out the cut.
"This, to me, doesn't cut it," said northeastern Kansas Sen. Tom Holland, who represented Democratic senators in tax negotiations. "There are monster increases every year."

    


Another problem for many Democrats: The plan would keep a tax rate of 5.2% on a married couples' income between $30,000 and $60,000 and impose the 5.5% rate after that. 
Rep. Rui Xu, a Kansas City-area Democrat, told Kelly the proposal is "pretty close to a flat tax." Masterson made the same argument in touting it during an interview Wednesday evening. 
Kelly suggested later that House Democrats' reaction showed that many lawmakers didn't expect her and GOP leaders to be able to compromise.
"I'm not surprised that some people were shocked that we got something at all," she said.
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                                        GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) -- Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's move to sign into law the results of a recent referendum laying claim to two-thirds of Guyana triggered fierce condemnation Thursday from the neighboring South American country's government.
The text of the law was not immediately made public. Even so, Guyana's Ministry of Foreign Affairs vowed not to yield any land to Venezuela and called the move targeting Guyana's western Essequibo region an "egregious violation of the most fundamental principles of international law."
In early December, Maduro held a referendum to claim sovereignty over the oil- and mineral-rich region that represents two-thirds of Guyana, arguing it was stolen when the border was drawn more than a century ago. On Wednesday, Maduro held a signing ceremony recalling the referendum as a "stellar and historic moment."

    


"The decision of December 3, has now become the Law of the Republic, to form part of the legal structure of the internal political and institutional movement of our country," Maduro tweeted on Wednesday. "The decision made by the Venezuelans in the consultative referendum will be fulfilled in all its parts, and with this Law, we will continue the defense of Venezuela on international stages."




Guyana's government responded sharply hours later: "If Venezuela wants to contest title to the territory in question, the proper forum is the International Court of Justice."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's not clear how Venezuelan authorities intend to implement the idea of exercising jurisdiction over Essequibo. Maduro said that until the dispute is resolved, the appointment of an Essequibo governor will remain in his hands and that the National Assembly will exercise legislative powers of the territory. He did not provide further details.
Guyana and Venezuela have been feuding over the region for decades, with tensions deepening after vast oil deposits were found near Guyana's coast in 2015 in offshore areas intersecting the disputed territory.

    


In 2018, Guyana took the case to the United Nations' highest court, asking judges to rule that an 1899 border decision is valid and binding. Meanwhile, Venezuela insists that a 1966 agreement nullified the original arbitration.
A court ruling is not expected before next year.
Meanwhile, Guyana is collaborating with the U.S., France and India to fortify its military in the event of any annexation attempts, President Irfaan Ali said recently. Guyana's military also has stepped up recruitment exercises with advertisements on social media sites and visits to various regions around the country.
Satellite imagery has revealed that Venezuela's military is amassing troops and expanding bases near the border it shares with Guyana.
The presidents of Guyana and Venezuela met in the eastern Caribbean island of St. Vincent in mid-December at the urging of regional leaders who have tried to diffuse the situation, but they failed to resolve the territorial dispute, agreeing only to not use threats or force against each other.
A second meeting between Ali and Maduro was supposed to been held last month, but not date has been scheduled.
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    [image: FILE - A resident drives motorbike to Naypyitaw International Airport as security police stand guard, Thursday, Sept. 29, 2016, in Naypyitaw, Myanmar. Myanmar's main pro-democracy resistance group said Thursday, April 4, 2024, its armed wing launched drone attacks on the airport and a military headquarters in the capital, Naypyitaw, but the country's ruling military said it destroyed or seized more than a dozen drones used in the attacks. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Myanmar's main pro-democracy resistance group said Thursday its armed wing launched drone attacks on the airport and a military headquarters in the capital, Naypyitaw, but the country's ruling military said it destroyed or seized more than a dozen drones used in the attacks.
The opposition National Unity Government 's "Defense Ministry" said in a statement that special units of the People's Defense Force used drones to attack the targets simultaneously. The group, known by the acronym NUG, calls itself the country's legitimate government, while the People's Defense Force is made up of many local resistance groups with a good deal of independence.
Although there was no immediate evidence of any damage caused by the attack, the military's acknowledgement that it had taken place in one of the most heavily guarded locations in the country will be seen by many as the latest indication that it is losing the initiative to its determined opponents, a trend first evident late last year when it lost critical territory in the northeast and west.

    


The NUG said there were reports of casualties from the attacks, while the military said there weren't any.




State-television MRTV in its evening news broadcast said that 13 drones crashed more or less intact and two others exploded in mid-air. Photos on the broadcast showed what looked like wooden fixed-wing drones with a wingspan of over a meter (yard). It added that they were searching for others. The military initially had announced they had shot down seven.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

BBC's Burmese-language service and Khit Thit, an online news service sympathetic to the resistance, said the airport was shut down for a while after the attacks. 
It wasn't possible to independently verify most details of the incident. People who live near the airport who were contacted by The Associated Press said they were unaware of any attack, and photos released by the government showed only what appeared to be crashed drones. There had been claims in September of an earlier attack on the airport in Naypyitaw, but it drew little attention.

    


Myanmar has been in turmoil since the military seized power from the elected civilian government of Aung San Suu Kyi in February 2021, triggering nationwide peaceful protests that were suppressed with deadly force by the security forces, leading to armed resistance that amounts to a civil war.
The airport compound, which includes both a military air base and a civilian airport, is about 25 kilometers (16 miles) southwest of the military headquarters that the resistance group said it attacked.
The resistance group that claimed responsibility for the attack, Kloud Team (Shar Htoo Waw ), specializes in drone warfare, which is frequently employed by People's Defense Force units, which lack the army's heavy firepower.
Kloud Team said it had targeted the house of Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the head of the ruling military council, as well as the military headquarters and air base,
Despite its great advantage in armaments and manpower, the military has been unable to quell the resistance movement, and frequently carries out air strikes in disputed territory. Civilian targets are often hit, and about 2.4 million people have been displaced since the 2021 army takeover.

    


For the resistance forces, drones have become crucial weapons for fighting back. Initially, smaller drones with lighter payloads were used, but now the opposition groups are using more sophisticated systems to drop explosives on military targets. Resistance groups frequently post videos on social media of their drone attacks.
The People's Defense Force and its local units have allied themselves with major ethnic guerrilla groups in border regions that have been carrying out armed struggles against the army for decades seeking greater autonomy.
Last October, a surprise offensive by an armed ethnic alliance captured towns and overran military bases and garrisons along the Chinese border. The operation by the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, the Arakan Army and the Ta'ang National Liberation Army, who named themselves the Three Brotherhood Alliance, was such a stunning success that it buoyed others in the resistance and represented a turning point, though victory for the opposition is still not in sight, experts said.
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- A doctor who performs abortions became the first Democratic candidate in Wisconsin's 8th Congressional District on Thursday, entering the race for the open seat created after the surprise retirement of Republican Rep. Mike Gallagher.
Kristin Lyerly, an obstetrician and gynecologist, launched her candidacy two weeks before Gallagher plans to step down. Because of the timing of his resignation, there will be no special election.
For now, Lyerly is unopposed in the Democratic primary to be decided Aug. 13. Democrats fielded no candidate in the 2022 election.
Two Republicans, state Sen. Andre Jacque and former state Sen. Roger Roth, are running and a third is expected to get in the race next week. Republican consultant Alex Bruesewitz planned to make an announcement Monday. Bruesewitz, 26, was born in Wisconsin but currently lives in Florida. He would have to move back to Wisconsin to run for the seat.

    


Lyerly made clear that she would make abortion a central issue in the race.
Lyerly was one of the plaintiffs in a Wisconsin lawsuit that succeeded in keeping abortions legal after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022. She performed abortions across Wisconsin, but temporarily moved her practice to Minnesota after the Supreme Court's ruling.




"As an OB/GYN, I have been attacked first hand by MAGA extremists targeting a woman's right to make her own health choices," Lyerly said in a statement. "I will work tirelessly to ensure that every woman in our state has access to reproductive care, including safe and legal abortions, essential services like maternity care, and mental health support."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gallagher was elected four times to serve northeast Wisconsin. His early departure leaves Republicans with a 217-213 majority in the House, meaning they cannot afford to lose more than one vote on a party-line vote. 
Gallagher found himself at odds with former President Donald Trump and his supporters. He also angered fellow Republicans last month by refusing to impeach Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas.

    


Jacque, Roth and Bruesewitz are all Trump supporters and oppose abortion.
The district is solidly Republican, but Democrats have vowed to make it competitive. 
Trump won the district by 16 points in 2020, even though he lost the state by less than a point to President Joe Biden. Gallagher won reelection three times by no fewer than 25 points. The district includes the cities of Appleton and Green Bay, Door County and covers mostly rural areas north through Marinette.
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                                        TOWSON, Md. (AP) -- The campaign committee of a former candidate for Maryland governor has been fined $2,000 for sending campaign material without an identifying authority line, the state prosecutor said.
The John King for Governor campaign committee was fined for sending campaign material to at least two Maryland State Education Association board members before the state's 2022 primary election.
King ran in the Democratic primary. It was won by Wes Moore, who went on to win the gubernatorial election that year.
The campaign material cited by the state prosecutor related to Moore's background, according to the state prosecutor's office.
Maryland law requires campaign messages sent by a campaign finance entity to include the name and address of the treasurer of each campaign finance entity responsible for the campaign material. The law also requires that if campaign material is published by an individual, the person responsible for the material's distribution be identified.

    


There was no authority line or information stating that the emails or attachments were sent by or paid for by the John King for Governor campaign, Charlton Howard, the state prosecutor, said in a news release Wednesday.
The Baltimore Banner reports that Moore's campaign filed a complaint with the state, alleging the King campaign used an anonymous email account to circulate opposition research that was critical of Moore. The email included a 12-page document that attempted to discredit Moore's Baltimore roots.
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    [image: FILE-French President Emmanuel Macron speaks next to the visitor's book at the genocide memorial site in the capital Kigali, Rwanda Thursday, May 27, 2021. French President Emmanuel Macron says France and its allies "could have stopped" the 1994 Rwanda genocide and "lacked the will to do so." Macron's office said in a statement that the French president will release a video on Sunday as Rwanda commemorates the 30th anniversary of the genocide. (AP Photo/Muhizi Olivier, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron said Thursday that France and its allies could have stopped the 1994 Rwanda genocide but lacked the will to do so, a strong declaration ahead of the African country's 30th anniversary of the slaughter that left over 800,000 people dead.
Macron's office said in a statement that the French president will release a video on social media on Sunday as Rwanda marks the solemn commemoration of the genocide. 
In the video, Macron says that "France, which could have stopped the genocide with its Western and African allies, lacked the will to do so."
In 2021 during a visit to the central African country, Macron acknowledged France's "responsibility" in the genocide that left over 800,000 people dead, mainly ethnic Tutsis and the Hutus who tried to protect them.
He stopped short of an apology, but Rwandan President Paul Kagame signaled that a page had been turned in France-Rwanda ties, following a series of French efforts to repair ties between the two countries.

    


The Rwandan government has long accused France of "enabling" the genocide. 
Since he was first elected in 2017, Macron notably commissioned a report about France's role before and during the genocide and decided to open the country's archives from this period to the public. 




In Sunday's video, Macron will recall that when the genocide started, "the international community had the means to know and to take actions" based on the knowledge about genocides that had been revealed by survivors of the Armenian genocide and the Holocaust, his office said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Macron will reaffirm that "France stands by Rwanda and the Rwandan people, in memory of the one million children, women and men martyred because they were born Tutsi," according to his office.
Macron's office said France will be represented by Foreign Minister Stephane Sejourne at the commemoration of the genocide scheduled on Sunday in Kigali, the French president himself being held back in France by World War II commemorations that day. 

    


In recent years, France has also increased efforts to arrest genocide suspects and send them to trial. 
A Rwandan doctor was sentenced in December by a Paris court to 24 years in prison in what was the sixth case related to the Rwandan genocide that came to court in France, all of them in the past decade. 
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- A technical error on a navy missile Thursday spurred Danish authorities to issue a warning, saying there was a risk the missile could launch unintentionally -- but not explode -- resulting in fragments falling in Denmark waters.
Denmark's armed forces said a technical problem arose with a Harpoon missile on board the Danish frigate HDMS Niels Juel as it was taking part in a test while anchored in the Korsoer naval base. 
"The launch vehicle, the booster, is activated, and currently cannot be disabled," the military said in a statement.
The military said the missile is live, but only the booster is activated and there is no danger of the missile exploding or reaching farther than the booster rocket can lift it. It says: "Until the booster is disabled, there is a risk that the missile could launch and fly several kilometers away." 

    


On its webpage, the Danish Maritime Authority said there was a military drill taking place in the Storebaelt straight between the Danish islands of Zeeland and Funen. The straight is a busy shipping lane connecting the Baltic Sea and the North Sea.




The danger area is estimated to be up to 7 kilometers (4.3 miles) from Korsoer at a height of approximately 1 kilometer (0.62 miles) above sea level and not in the direction of the bridge and tunnel link across the Storebaelt. The link operator said there was no risk to the road and train traffic on the bridge.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ships in the area have been notified and asked to wait for the problem to be resolved, the armed forces said, adding that the air space also had been closed.
In 1982, a missile was accidentally misfired from a Danish frigate during a drill and traveled 34 kilometers (21 miles) at low altitude, before exploding. The fireball and subsequent shockwave destroyed four nearby unoccupied summer cottages and caused minor damage to a further 130 buildings in the area. There were no injuries.
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    [image: FILE - A Palestinian man cries while holding a dead child who was found under the rubble of a destroyed building following Israeli airstrikes in Nusseirat refugee camp, central Gaza Strip on Oct. 31, 2023. On Thursday, April 4, 2024, Human Rights Watch says an Israeli attack on a Gaza apartment building in October killed at least 106 civilians, including 54 children. (AP Photo/Mohammed Dahman, File)]
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[image: FILE - Palestinians look for survivors following Israeli airstrike in Nusseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023. On Thursday, April 4, 2024, Human Rights Watch says an Israeli attack on a Gaza apartment building in October killed at least 106 civilians, including 54 children. (AP Photo/Doaa AlBaz, File)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- A Human Rights Watch investigation published Thursday said an Israeli attack on a Gaza building in October had no apparent militant target, but killed 106 civilians, including 54 children, making it an "apparent war crime."
International law prohibits attacks on military targets that will likely cause disproportionate harm to civilians. The Oct. 31 attack was one of the deadliest since the start of the war nearly six months ago.
Human Rights Watch says four separate strikes collapsed the Engineer's Building in central Gaza, which was housing some 350 people, around a third of whom had fled their homes elsewhere in the territory.
Those killed included children playing soccer outside and residents charging phones in the first-floor grocery store, it said.
Thirty-four women, 18 men and 54 children were killed in the strike, according to the group, which says it corroborated its list of the dead with Airwars, a London-based conflict monitor. The dead came from 22 families. One extended family, the Abu Said family, lost 23 relatives in the strike, it said. 

    


The Associated Press reported on four siblings who had been killed in the strike in October, including 18-month-old twin boys. 




"They had no time here," Sami Abu Sultan, their uncle, said a day after the building was destroyed. "It was God's will."
While putting together the report, Human Rights Watch says it interviewed 16 people, including relatives of those killed in the attack, and analyzed satellite imagery, 35 photographs and 45 videos of the aftermath. It was unable to visit the site because Israel heavily restricts access to Gaza.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Witnesses told the rights group there was no warning ahead of the attack. Human Rights Watch says Israeli authorities have not published any information about the purported target and did not respond to its requests for information.

    


The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Associated Press on Thursday.
Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames their deaths on Hamas because the militants operate in dense, residential areas. But the military rarely comments on individual strikes that kill dozens of people every day, including women and children.
Israel has faced mounting international criticism over its wartime conduct after its strikes killed seven aid workers earlier this week. Israel's blistering campaign in Gaza has killed over 33,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, since the Hamas attack on Oct. 7 that killed 1,200 people and took around 250 hostage. The bombardment of the strip is one of the most intense aerial campaigns of the 21st century.
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    [image: FILE - South Carolina Republican Gov. Henry McMaster, along with Lt. Gov. Pamela Evette, unveils his executive budget proposal in Columbia, S.C., Jan. 5, 2024. Gov. McMaster underwent a minor elective knee surgery where he was placed under general anesthesia. His office says the procedure was to address a slight meniscus tear from playing tennis with wife in 2022. The Thursday, April 4, 2024 surgery lasted less than 30 minutes. Lt. Gov. Evette temporarily acted as governor during the surgery. (AP Photo/James Pollard, file)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster underwent a minor, elective knee surgery Thursday morning for a tennis injury he sustained two years ago, the governor's office said in a statement.
McMaster, who is the third oldest governor in the country at age 76, tore his meniscus while playing tennis with his wife Peggy McMaster in 2022, according to his office.
The procedure was scheduled to "correct a cartilage injury," the governor's orthopedist Dr. Jeffrey Guy said in the statement.
During the roughly 30-minute surgery, McMaster was placed under general anesthesia, which briefly put Lt. Gov. Pamela Evette in charge of executive action. Per the South Carolina Constitution, the lieutenant governor can act as the governor in case of emergency if the governor is temporarily disabled. 
She was notified of the surgery Wednesday, the governor's office said.

    


McMaster plans to return to his regular schedule by Thursday afternoon and, according to Guy, is expected to have "no post-procedure limitations."
McMaster was treated for atrial fibrillation -- a type of irregular heartbeat -- during a minor procedure in December. His cardiologist Dr. Amy Rawl Epps said his heart otherwise appeared normal after extensive testing. 




He also underwent a shorter 10-minute procedure to treat an irregular heartbeat in April 2022. Doctors noticed the issue while the governor was initially treating the meniscus tear he underwent knee surgery for in 2024, according to the governor's office.
McMaster is in his second and final term after winning reelection against former U.S. Rep. Joe Cunningham in 2022.
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                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- As North Dakota's Republican and Democratic parties gather for endorsing conventions this week, they face very different challenges.
For Republicans, it's a question of whether top candidates will keep seeking the party's endorsement. For Democrats, it's an even tougher question of whether there will be a full slate of candidates to endorse.
The state's dominant Republican Party is divided, and the once-mighty Democrats haven't won a statewide office in over a decade and were still lacking candidates days ahead of their convention.
The state's lone U.S. House member, Kelly Armstrong, is seeking the GOP endorsement for governor -- a political prize past candidates have fought for vigorously. But the other Republican running for governor, Lt. Gov. Tammy Miller, said she won't attend the convention and will run in the June primary election for voters to decide the nominee. And in the race for the state's only U.S. House seat, Republican candidates have eyed the primary, as well.

    


The conventions' endorsements are set for Friday and Saturday in Fargo.
Past candidates have skipped the convention or ignored its results and gone on to win the primary. But the endorsement isn't to be discounted, according to Bob Harms, a longtime party member and a delegate in every convention since 1988, but for this year.




"The party endorsement has less value now than it did 10 years ago, but it's not without value, and I think it does things for the endorsed candidate that the non-endorsed candidate doesn't have, if you will, going into the primary: the party machinery, the party brand, and the opportunity to influence 1,500, 2,000 active Republicans who are going to go home and talk about what they heard and their impressions of that candidate," Harms said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Moreover, the Republican Party in North Dakota is divided between Trump-aligned conservatives and longtime, establishment Republicans. The former have gone so far as to censure or challenge entrenched incumbents in their legislative districts.

    


State GOP chair Sandi Sanford attributed "human nature" to the intraparty disagreements, and said the divisions are not unique to North Dakota. She expressed disappointment with "anybody bypassing the convention." 
"I tell you what, the party has to give every candidate the reasons of why they need to seek our endorsement. We need to stay relevant and valid," Sanford said.
At the convention, Republicans will also take up 15 resolutions, including one "establishing equal protection for the unborn," stating, "anyone who kills a pre-born human being is legally answerable for the crime." Another resolution opposes the addition of sexual orientation and gender identity as legally protected classes.
Harms said he hopes most of the resolutions aren't approved, saying that they continue a divisiveness he called unhealthy for the GOP, and that they are not reflective of all Republicans. Sanford said the resolutions are "position statements" and "certainly not laws." She said it's up to the convention to decide on the resolutions.

    


Meanwhile, Democrats face headwinds in deep-red North Dakota. Republicans hold all statewide offices and congressional seats and control the Legislature. A Democrat hasn't won a statewide office since 2012. The party's candidates in the 2022 general election failed to clinch even 30% of the statewide vote.
Democratic-NPL Party Chair Adam Goldwyn expects "a pretty full slate of statewide candidates." The party on Thursday had only three announced candidates for eight statewide elected positions. Goldwyn expected more candidates to emerge or be nominated at the convention. Monday is the filing deadline for the June election.
Goldwyn said Democratic policies have appeal, but he cited "the national media landscape" for turning people against the party. He called the governor's race one to watch, and sees good prospects in legislative races due to dissatisfaction with Republicans' policies and ethics.
Former Republican U.S. Rep. Denver Riggleman, who worked for the Jan. 6 House committee, will speak at the Democrats' convention.
"We wanted to show people from across the state that we are not ideologically defined and everyone's welcome in our party," Goldwyn said.
Sanford expects about 1,700 delegates for the Republican convention. Goldwyn said 380 delegates have registered for the Democratic convention. 
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    [image: FILE - Finnish border guards walk at Vaalimaa border check point between Finland and Russia in Virolahti, Finland, on Dec. 15, 2023. Finland will extend the closure of its border crossing points with Russia beyond the current April 14 deadline ]
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[image: FILE - Finnish Border Guard remove fences at the closed Vaalimaa border check point between Finland and Russia in Virolahti, Finland, on Dec. 13, 2023. Finland will extend the closure of its border crossing points with Russia beyond the current April 14 deadline ]
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                                        HELSINKI (AP) -- Finland will extend the closure of its border crossing points with Russia beyond the current April 14 deadline "until further notice" due to a high risk of organized migration orchestrated by Moscow, the Finnish government said on Thursday.
The Finnish Interior Ministry said in a statement that the Nordic country's national security and public order would come under serious threat if the estimated hundreds of third-country nationals were to continue to attempt to enter from Russia without proper documentation.
"Based on information provided by public authorities, the risk that instrumentalized migration (by Russia) will resume and expand as seen previously remains likely," the ministry said.
Finland closed the 1,340-kilometer (830-mile) land border late last year after more than 1,300 migrants without proper documentation or visas -- an unusually high number -- entered the country in the three months since September, not long after Finland joined the NATO alliance.

    


Most of the migrants hail from the Middle East and Africa, from countries including Afghanistan, Egypt, Iraq, Somalia, Syria and Yemen. The vast majority of them have sought asylum in Finland, a European Union member state with a population of 5.6 million. 




The Finnish Border Guard has earlier said that many migrants hold valid visas for working or studying - or have a residence permit - in Russia, which is considered a safe country.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Accusing Russia of deliberately ushering migrants to the normally heavily guarded Russia-Finland border zone that serves also as the EU's external border in the north, the Cabinet of Prime Minister Petteri Orpo has extended the closure of checkpoints several times.
The Kremlin has denied Helsinki's claims and instead accused the Finnish government of an unwillingness to hold a dialogue on the border issue.
All eight Finland-Russia land border crossing points for people have been closed since Dec. 15. The southeastern rail checkpoint for cargo trains in Vainikkala remains open but the government said on Thursday it would close three maritime checkpoints starting April 15.

    


Migrants can continue to seek asylum in Finland, part of EU s passport-free Schengen zone, at Finnish airports and harbors, the government said.
"Finnish authorities see this as a long-term situation," Interior Minister Mari Rantanen said. "We have not seen anything this spring that would lead us to conclude that the (migration) situation has changed meaningfully."
In addition, warmer spring weather is estimated by the Finnish government to increase the number of migrants reaching the border, putting pressure on Helsinki to find a sustainable solution.
"There are hundreds and possibly thousands of people close to Finland's border on the Russian side that could be instrumentalized against Finland," Rantanen said. "Instrumentalized migration is one way that Russia can put pressure on and affect the security and social stability of Finland and the EU."
The Finnish Cabinet is currently drafting a legal act on measures to combat instrumentalized migration, including allowing the so-called pushback method in expelling migrants and asylum seekers, on the border with Russia.

    


Pushbacks, the forcible return of people across an international border without an assessment of their rights to apply for asylum or other protection, violate both international and EU law. However, EU members Poland, Latvia and Lithuania have previously resorted to the controversial measure when dealing with migrants attempting to enter from Belarus.
The interior ministry said the legislative proposal on migration is to be submitted to Eduskunta, or the Parliament, as soon as possible. It must have the support of a wide majority of lawmakers to pass and the proposal has already been widely debated by experts, politicians and citizens. 
Earlier, the government said it had received international support for the law from the EU and other organizations.
Finland acts as the EU's external border in the north and makes up a significant part of NATO's northeastern flank.
___
Follow AP's global migration coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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                                        MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) -- Somalia on Thursday ordered Ethiopia's ambassador to leave the country within 72 hours, and the closing of Ethiopia's consulates in the breakaway region of Somaliland and the semiautonomous region of Puntland.
Diplomats and personnel stationed at the consulates must vacate Somalia within a week, according to a Cabinet resolution. Somalia's Foreign Ministry, in addition to expelling the Ethiopian ambassador, recalled its own ambassador to Ethiopia for consultations Thursday.
The Cabinet resolution cited Ethiopia's interference in Somalia's internal affairs as the reason for the decisions.
Ethiopia did not immediately respond to the vacation order but officials from the embassy in the capital Mogadishu confirmed that the communication had been received.
The decision comes three months after Ethiopia signed a memorandum of understanding with Somaliland, which Somalia denounced as infringing upon its sovereignty and territorial integrity.

    


The memorandum was to allow Ethiopia's access to the sea through Somaliland and in return Ethiopia would recognize Somaliland as an independent country.




On Wednesday, Ethiopia's foreign affairs minister held trade talks with a delegation from the Puntland region without prior coordination with the federal government of Somalia.
Somalia and Ethiopia enjoyed peaceful relations until January this year when the memorandum with Somaliland sparked diplomatic tensions between the east African neighbors. 
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    [image: FILE - Protesters run after police shot warning shots and used water cannon to disperse them during a protest in Mandalay, Myanmar on Feb. 9, 2021. The U.N.'s leading human rights body agreed Thursday, April 4, 2024, to measures aimed at putting pressure on Myanmar and Iran, whose governments have been accused of using violence against their own people. The Human Rights Council, made up of 47 member countries, backed by consensus a measure that calls on governments to avoid exporting or selling jet fuel to Myanmar if they believe its ruling military junta might use the fuel to violate human rights in the war-wracked southeast Asian country. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Soldiers stand to provide security near a road in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Feb. 1, 2021. The U.N.'s leading human rights body agreed Thursday, April 4, 2024, to measures aimed at putting pressure on Myanmar and Iran, whose governments have been accused of using violence against their own people. The Human Rights Council, made up of 47 member countries, backed by consensus a measure that calls on governments to avoid exporting or selling jet fuel to Myanmar if they believe its ruling military junta might use the fuel to violate human rights in the war-wracked southeast Asian country. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The U.N.'s leading human rights body agreed Thursday to measures aimed at putting pressure on Myanmar and Iran, whose governments have been accused of using violence against their own people. 
The Human Rights Council, made up of 47 member countries, backed by consensus a measure that calls on governments to avoid exporting or selling jet fuel to Myanmar if they believe its ruling military junta might use the fuel to violate human rights in the war-wracked southeast Asian country.
It also urged a halt to the illegal transfer of weapons, munitions and other military equipment to Myanmar. 
An independent expert commissioned by the council warned last month that Myanmar's military government is escalating violence against civilians as it faces more setbacks on the battlefield against pro-democracy and ethnic armed groups.
The military seized power more than three years ago from the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi, triggering widespread nonviolent opposition that was met with deadly force. The repression gave birth to armed resistance and embroiled the country in a civil war.

    


Advocacy group Amnesty International has repeatedly called out shipments of fuel to Myanmar and in January pointed to shipping data that pointed to efforts to avoid sanctions in the aviation fuel supply chain. It said at least seven shipments of the fuel went to Myanmar last year, with direct links to a storage unit in Vietnam.




Vietnam, which currently holds one of the seats in the council, did not stand in the way of the council's consensus.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is an important message from the U.N.'s main human rights body that business as usual is not acceptable when supplying jet fuel to those who use airstrikes to commit war crimes," said Iniyan Ilango, Amnesty's representative to the U.N. in Geneva. 
He said it was "a good start" but the U.N. Security Council should impose a suspension of the direct and indirect shipments of aviation fuel to Myanmar, saying such a move would have an important impact on the ground because it would help prevent the military from continuing its airstrikes, "many of which have constituted war crimes."

    


The council is wrapping up its first session of the year, which began on Feb. 26, with action on over 40 resolutions on issues as diverse as the rights of the child; the environment and human rights; genocide prevention; and rights situations in council like Sudan, Belarus and North Korea.
One resolution expected to come up in Friday's session finale calls on countries to stop sending weapons to Israel amid its military campaign in Gaza that has led to the killings of nearly 33,000 Palestinians in response to the murderous attacks in Israel by armed militants on Oct. 7. 
In other action, the council voted 24-8, with 15 abstentions, to adopt a resolution to extend by a year investigations of human rights in Iran by two separate teams -- one led by a "special rapporteur" looking into the overall rights situation, and another by a "fact-finding mission" focusing on rights violations related to protests since September 2022.

    


Germany's Foreign Ministry, in a statement, said the vote was "a clear signal" that the world community would keep up its scrutiny of rights violations in Iran: "Those responsible cannot rely on getting away scot-free. We are not leaving the courageous people in Iran in the lurch."
Members of the mission told the council last month that Iran's government was responsible for "physical violence" that led to the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman who died in a hospital after her arrest by the country's morality police over allegedly not wearing her hijab to the liking of the authorities.
Amini's death sparked huge protests and a months-long security crackdown killed more than 500 people and saw over 22,000 detained.
Also Thursday, the council voted to extend by a year separate investigations into the human rights situations in Ukraine, Syria and South Sudan.
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Police in Italy, Austria, Romania and Slovakia arrested 22 people Thursday as part of an investigation into the suspected siphoning of hundreds millions of euros in post-pandemic relief funds from the European Union.
The 600 million euros ($650 million) were part of Italy's post-pandemic money, the European Public Prosecutor's Office said.
The EPPO said it suspects a criminal organization of having diverted the non-refundable funds from the Italian National Recovery and Resilience Plan between 2021 and 2023.
The Italian program is funded by the EU's Recovery and Resilience Facility, a multi-billion-euro plan that was devised to help EU countries breathe new life into their virus-ravaged economies.
According to EU figures, Italy's national recovery and resilience plan is the largest in the bloc, worth 194.4 billion euros ($211 billion) in grants and loans and representing 10.8% of the country's gross domestic product in 2019.

    


The EPPO said financial police from Venice, Italy, executed an order for freezing issued by the pre-trial judge on assets worth more than 600 million euros. Financial police in Venice said luxury flats and villas, significant amounts of cryptocurrency, Rolex watches, Cartier jewelry, gold and luxury cars were also seized.




"With the support of law enforcement agencies from the other Member States involved, 22 individuals have been arrested in Italy, Austria, Romania and Slovakia," the EPPO said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Eight suspects have been placed under pre-trial detention, whereas (another) 14 suspects are held under house arrest, and one accountant was prohibited from practising his profession. The premises of the suspects and of the investigated companies have also been the target of searches and seizure of evidence."
The EPPO said the criminal organization allegedly used false corporate balance sheets as they applied for non-repayable grants to support fictitious small and medium-size companies expanding to foreign markets.

    


The criminals are suspected to have been working in cahoots with a network of "accountants, service providers and public notaries" to get the money they transferred to bank accounts in Austria, Romania and Slovakia. The EPPO said the suspects used advanced technologies, such as VPNs, cloud servers located abroad, crypto-assets and artificial intelligence software.
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- A federal appeals court upheld a lower court judge's ruling putting a temporary halt on New Jersey's primary ballot design, widely seen as helping those with party establishment support.
The 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia denied an appeal by county clerks seeking to halt U.S. District Judge Zahid Quraishi's recent order preliminarily stopping how the officials design primary ballots. The appeals court ruling means Quraishi's order stays in place ahead of the June 4 primary.
The higher court's ruling on Wednesday is just the latest in a flurry of developments affecting how the state's elections are carried out. Quraishi clarified over the weekend that his order applies only to the Democratic primary, not the Republican.
The suit was brought by Democratic Rep. Andy Kim as part of his campaign to succeed indicted Democratic Sen. Bob Menendez. Kim and two other Democratic candidates sued in federal court to block New Jersey's so-called county line primary system.

    


New Jersey is the only state to set its primary ballots in that way, which groups candidates who have won the county party's backing in a single column, and listing others in discrete places elsewhere on the ballot. Kim -- and many people in New Jersey politics -- contend that such a system of bracketing party-backed candidates gives them an unfair advantage and relegates other candidates to "ballot Siberia."




Quraishi agreed to the extent that he ruled the county clerks in most of the state must stop using that system for the June primary. What happens beyond that is unclear.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kim's suit originated out of his contest against first lady Tammy Murphy for the state's Senate seat, but she has since dropped out of the race, leaving Kim in favorable position.
The crux of his argument was that because Murphy earned the backing of powerful county party leaders in populous areas, she was unfairly given favorable ballot position. Her departure from the race leaves Kim as a dominant candidate in the party, though he's vowed to continue to fight the county line system.

    


That aligns with progressives in the party who have railed against the county line for years, arguing it unfairly tips primaries toward influential party leaders who make their choices behind closed doors.
Republicans were not originally part of Kim's lawsuit, though they recently petitioned Quraishi to join. He denied their request, saying they missed a deadline.
New Jersey hasn't elected a Republican to the Senate in over five decades, but the GOP is hopeful that their rivals might be tarnished because Menendez's second corruption trial. He's pleaded not guilty to federal charges he accepted bribes of cash, gold bars and a luxury vehicle in return for helping business associated get a lucrative contract from Egypt.
Democrats have nearly a million more registered voters than Republicans in New Jersey.
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Germany's defense minister on Thursday announced a plan to streamline and reorganize the country's military command as part of efforts to make the armed forces of NATO's most populous European member "war-capable."
Chancellor Olaf Scholz set in motion a big increase in military spending shortly after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in early 2022, which he described as a "turning point." Defense Minister Boris Pistorius last year took on the job of overhauling the military, the Bundeswehr, after years of neglect and in November called for a review of its structure.
Pistorius has pointed to the danger of a possible future Russian attack on a NATO country and said repeatedly that the German military must become "war-capable," a choice of words that some in Germany find jarring given the country's longstanding post-World War II culture of military caution.

    


"I am convinced it is one of the few words that really describes correctly the imperative here," he told reporters in Berlin. "I respect the fact that others struggle with the word, but I also note that most who do have no problem with the substance behind it."




His overhaul plan envisions a single "operational military command," which he hopes will enable quick decisions and eliminate duplication. Currently, the Bundeswehr has two command centers: one responsible for planning and running deployments abroad and the other for the defense of Germany itself. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An existing "cyber and information" department, whose responsibilities include fending off cyberattacks, protecting electronic infrastructure and analyzing hybrid threats such as disinformation, will be expanded and officially become a fourth arm of the military alongside the army, air force and navy. 
Speaking on NATO's 75th anniversary, Pistorius underlined "the challenge of resetting the Bundeswehr for a new and old challenge -- that of defending the country and the alliance." 

    


In 2022, Scholz pledged to increase Germany's defense spending to a NATO target of 2% of gross domestic product -- a mark that, along with several other countries, it had long fallen short of -- and set up a 100 billion-euro ($108 billion euro) special fund to modernize the Bundeswehr.
"We have (spending of) 2% this year and we will reach it in the coming years as well, but also must reach it so that we can do justice to our responsibility and our role in NATO," Pistorius said.
Details of how Germany will reach the 2% mark once the special military fund is exhausted, likely in 2027, remain unclear. And although progress is being made with orders for new equipment, the parliamentary commissioner for the military said last month that the Bundeswehr "still has too little of everything."
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    [image: Park Dan, head of an emergency committee at the Korean Intern Resident Association, center right, is seen during a meeting at the Korean Medical Association in Seoul, South Korea, March 31, 2024. South Korea's president Yoon Suk Yeol met the leader of thousands of striking junior doctors on Thursday, April 4, 2024, and promised to respect their position during future talks over his contentious push to sharply increase medical school admissions. The meeting between President Yoon Suk Yeol and Park Dan, head of an emergency committee for the Korea Intern Resident Association, was the first of its kind since more than 90% of the country's 13,000 trainee doctors walked off the job in February, disrupting hospital operations. (Choi Jae-gu/Yonhap via AP)]
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[image: FILE - South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a cabinet meeting at the government complex in Sejong, South Korea, Wednesday, March 6, 2024. South Korea's president met the leader of thousands of striking junior doctors on Thursday, April 4, 2024, and promised to respect their position during future talks over his contentious push to sharply increase medical school admissions. The meeting between President Yeol and Park Dan, head of an emergency committee for the Korea Intern Resident Association, was the first of its kind since more than 90% of the country's 13,000 trainee doctors walked off the job in February, disrupting hospital operations. (Jin Sung-chul/Yonhap via AP, File)]
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    [image: Park Dan, head of an emergency committee at the Korean Intern Resident Association, center right, is seen during a meeting at the Korean Medical Association in Seoul, South Korea, March 31, 2024. South Korea's president Yoon Suk Yeol met the leader of thousands of striking junior doctors on Thursday, April 4, 2024, and promised to respect their position during future talks over his contentious push to sharply increase medical school admissions. The meeting between President Yoon Suk Yeol and Park Dan, head of an emergency committee for the Korea Intern Resident Association, was the first of its kind since more than 90% of the country's 13,000 trainee doctors walked off the job in February, disrupting hospital operations. (Choi Jae-gu/Yonhap via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol met the leader of a strike by thousands of junior doctors on Thursday and said that the government is open to talks about its contentious push to sharply increase medical school admissions.
The meeting was the first of its kind since more than 90% of the country's 13,000 trainee doctors walked off the job in February, disrupting hospital operations. But there was still no immediate report of a breakthrough after the meeting.
During a lengthy televised public address Monday, Yoon defended his plan to recruit 2,000 more medical students each year, from the current cap of 3,058. But he said his government remains open to talks if doctors come up with a unified proposal that gives logical reasons for their calls for a much smaller hike of the enrollment quota.
On Thursday, Yoon met Park Dan, head of an emergency committee for the Korea Intern Resident Association, for more than two hours, during which "the president said he would respect the position of trainee doctors in the event of talks with the medical circle on medical reform issues including an increase of doctors," according to Yoon's office.

    


It didn't say whether the government plans any immediate talks with the doctors and whether Yoon's comments would mean he's willing to lower the size of his proposed medical school admission increase. The strikers have earlier demanded the government withdraw the 2,000-student admission increase plan. 




In a brief Facebook message posted after the meeting, Park wrote that "there is no future for the medical service of the Republic of Korea" without elaborating. Repeated calls to Park went unanswered. Another striker, Ryu Ok Hada, earlier accused Park of having unilaterally met with Yoon without approval from fellow strikers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During the meeting, Yoon also listened to Park's views on problems facing South Korea's medical system, and the two exchanged opinions on how to improve working conditions for interns and medical residents, Yoon's office said in a statement.

    


Yoon has said the 2,000-student enrollment increase is the minimum necessary, given that South Korea has one of the world's most rapidly aging populations and its doctor-to-patient ratio is the lowest among advanced economies.
But many doctors have argued that universities can't deal with such an abrupt increase in the number of students, and that it would ultimately undermine the quality of the country's medical services. But critics say doctors, one of the best-paid professions in South Korea, simply worry that the supply of more doctors would result in lower future incomes.
Public surveys show that a majority of ordinary South Koreans support Yoon's plan. But observers say ordinary people are increasingly fed up with the protracted confrontation between the government and doctors, as the doctors' strikes have triggered hundreds of cancelled surgeries and other medical treatments at hospitals.
Yoon has faced calls from many, including some in his own conservative ruling party, to make concessions as the party's candidates face an uphill battle against their liberal rivals ahead of the April 10 parliamentary elections.

    


The striking doctors face license suspensions because they missed a government-set deadline to return to work by the end of February. Government officials have repeatedly suggested they could soften punitive steps if strikers return to their hospitals voluntarily.
The striking doctors represent a fraction of the total doctors in South Korea -- estimated at between 115,000 and 140,000. But in some major hospitals, they account for about 30% to 40% of doctors, assisting qualified doctors and department chiefs during surgeries and other treatments while training.
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    [image: Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak arrives at the Kuala Lumpur High Court complex escorted by prison officers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]
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                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- Malaysia's imprisoned former Prime Minister Najib Razak is seeking to serve the rest of his prison term under house arrest, two months after his sentence in a corruption case was reduced by half.
His surprise court application, which came as a surprise, was due to be heard Thursday but was postponed to April 17.
Najib said in his application, filed Wednesday, he had "clear information" that the nation's then-king Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah issued a separate order during the Jan.29 Pardon's Board meeting, which cut his 12-year jail sentence by half and sharply reduced a fine, allowing him to finish his sentence under house arrest.
The former premier has asked the court to have the government verify and carry out the order.
Sultan Abdullah hails from Najib's hometown of Pahang. He ended his five-year reign on Jan. 30 under Malaysia's unique rotating monarchy system. A new king took office on Jan 31.

    


Najib, 70, has served less than two years of his sentence, supposed to end on Aug. 23, 2028, after his sentence was commuted. He was charged and found guilty in a corruption case linked to the multibillion-dollar looting of state fund 1MDB which caused national outrage.




In his application, he accused the Pardons Board, Home Minister and the Attorney-General among seven entities of concealing the sultan's order "in bad faith."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail told reporters later Thursday that he has "no knowledge" of such an order, adding that he wasn't a member of the Pardons Board. 
The others named in the application couldn't be immediately reached for comment. 
In 2018, Najib's long-ruling coalition suffered a massive defeat following the 1MDB scandal. He was sentenced in 2020 and two years later, he l ost his final appeal in court, becoming the country's first former premier to be imprisoned.

    


Despite his conviction, Najib still holds clout in his party, the United Malays National Organization, currently a member of Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim's unity government that took power after the 2022 general elections.
1MDB was a development fund that Najib set up shortly after taking power in 2009. Investigators allege at least $4.5 billion was stolen from the fund and laundered by Najib's associates through layers of bank accounts in the U.S. and other countries and financed Hollywood films and extravagant purchases that included hotels, a luxury yacht, art and jewelry. More than $700 million landed in Najib's bank accounts.
Najib has maintained his innocence, alleging that Malaysian financier Low Taek Jho duped him. Low, thought to be the mastermind of the scandal, remains at large. 
The former premier's separate graft trial over the 1MDB scandal is still ongoing.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/malaysia-najib-razak-prison-sentence-house-arrest-2b69e7c7ed1bf469cb8215b79a3bba36



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Cruise ship stuck in Spain will resume sailing after Bolivian passengers with visa problems removed | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cruise ship stuck in Spain will resume sailing after Bolivian passengers with visa problems removed

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A view of the cruise ship MSC Armony moored in the port of Barcelona, Spain, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Authorities said Wednesday that a group of 69 Bolivians are not being allowed to disembark from a cruise ship in the Spanish northeastern port of Barcelona because they lack valid documents to enter the European Union's Schengen area. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- A cruise ship stuck in the northeastern Spanish port of Barcelona will be able to resume its route after a group of Bolivian passengers with visa problems were taken off the vessel on Thursday, authorities said.
The Spanish government said in a statement it had reached an agreement with MSC Cruises Company in which 69 Bolivian passengers were removed from the boat and taken to a transit zone in the port, but were not granted permission to enter Spanish territory.
The ship got stranded in Barcelona this week after the Bolivian passengers were not allowed to disembark because they lacked valid documents to enter the European border-free Schengen area, an ID-check-free travel zone comprising 29 European countries that Spain is part of.
Barcelona was meant to be the final destination for the Bolivian passengers, but the boat was scheduled to travel onward to other countries. 

    


The cruise company agreed to provide another boat from Livorno, Italy, for the Bolivian passengers later Thursday, the government statement said. It was not clear if that boat would remain in Barcelona until the situation is resolved or take the Bolivian passengers elsewhere. 




Under the agreement, MSC Cruises will also provide food and health care for the impacted Bolivians and immigration officials will work to resolve the passengers' visa problems as quickly as possible, it added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The MSC Armonia, with more than 1,000 passengers reportedly on board, plans to sail to Italy on Thursday, the cruise company said.
Solange Duarte, a Bolivian diplomat in Barcelona, told The Associated Press on Wednesday she had received reports that some of the stranded Bolivians had been duped into obtaining fake visas but had no further information.
"We have asked the families to indicate who has processed this visa and we have not gotten answers," she said.
Spain's national police were looking into the possibility of a fake visa scam, Duarte said.
MSC Cruises said in a statement Wednesday the Bolivian "passengers appeared to have proper documentation upon boarding in Brazil" but Spanish authorities later said the visas were not valid for entry into the Schengen area.
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Austria's justice minister said Thursday that she plans to tighten the country's rules on espionage, which currently is explicitly banned if directed against Austria itself but not if it targets other countries or international organizations.
Justice Minister Alma Zadic's push to tighten Austria's laws comes as the arrest of a former Austrian intelligence officer on allegations of spying for Russia focuses attention on espionage activities in the country. 
Austria is a European Union member that has a policy of military neutrality. Its capital, Vienna, is host to several U.N. agencies and other international groups such as the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries, or OPEC.
Austria's criminal code currently states that anyone who "sets up or operates a secret intelligence service to the detriment of the Republic of Austria or supports such an intelligence service in whatever way" faces a prison sentence of between six months and five years. It also bans setting up, operating or supporting a "military intelligence service" for "a foreign power or a supra- or international body," which can carry a prison sentence of up to two years.

    


Zadic said in a statement to the Austria Press Agency that the country has long been accused of being an "island of the blessed" for intelligence services from around the world and lamented that "gaps in the law so far have allowed foreign intelligence services to spy with impunity in Austria."




"We want to expand the espionage paragraphs so that, in the future, our law enforcement authorities can also act against foreign spies when they are not targeting Austria itself, but international organizations based here such as the U.N. or friendly states," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Zadic is a member of the junior party in Chancellor Karl Nehammer's governing coalition, the Greens. Interior Minister Gerhard Karner, a member of Nehammer's Austrian People's Party, told Oe1 radio he sees the need for tougher penalties for spying -- but also renewed a call for authorities to be allowed to eavesdrop on calls via messenger services, something the Greens have balked at.
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                                        HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) -- Zimbabwe declared a state of disaster Wednesday over a devastating drought that's sweeping across much of southern Africa, with the country's president saying it needs $2 billion for humanitarian assistance.
The declaration was widely expected following similar actions by neighboring Zambia and Malawi, where drought linked to the El Nino weather phenomenon has scorched crops, leaving millions of people in need of food assistance.
"Due to the El Nino-induced drought ... more than 80% of our country received below normal rainfall," President Emmerson Mnangagwa said in a speech calling for international aid. The country's top priority, he said, is "securing food for all Zimbabweans. No Zimbabwean must succumb to, or die from hunger."
He appealed to United Nations agencies, local businesses and faith organizations to contribute towards humanitarian assistance. 

    


El Nino, a naturally occurring climatic phenomenon that warms parts of the Pacific Ocean every two to seven years, has varied effects on the world's weather. In southern Africa, it typically causes below-average rainfall, but this year has seen the worst drought in decades. 




In Zimbabwe, the United Nations' World Food Program has already rolled out a food assistance program targeting the 2.7 million people, nearly 20 percent of the country's population, from January to March.
The first few months of the year are traditionally known as the "lean period," when households run short as they wait for the new harvest. However, there is little hope for replenishing food stores this year, and Mnangagwa said that even more people than previously forecast will likely need food aid.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 60% of Zimbabwe's 15 million people live in rural areas, growing the food they eat, and sometimes small surpluses that can be sold to cover expenses such as school fees. With relatively little participation in the cash economy, many of those won't be able to buy food even when it's available in markets.

    


Zimbabwe, once a regional agricultural powerhouse and grain exporter, has in recent years relied more and more on aid agencies to avert mass hunger due to extreme weather conditions such as heat waves and floods.
Mnangagwa's declaration will open the way for aid agencies to mobilize international support for more aid, but many people may still fail to get assistance, which is likely to be targeted to the most vulnerable populations due to limited resources amid a global hunger crisis and a cut in humanitarian funding by rich governments.
Much of Southern Africa is in the throes of a food crisis due to the ongoing drought. Zimbabwe declared a state of national disaster and appealed for humanitarian assistance from international donors in 2019, after a failed crop left tens of thousands in need.
Zambian President Hakainde Hichilema declared the current drought a national disaster in February, saying that almost half of his country's staple corn crop had been destroyed. According to the United Nations Children's Fund, more than 6 million in Zambia, half of them children, have been affected by the drought.

    


Less than a month later, Malawian President Lazarus Chakwera said his country needed more than $200 million in urgent humanitarian assistance over a drought that he said has affected 2 million households in 23 of the tiny country's 28 districts. The U.N. Children's Fund said about 9 million people, half of them children, need help in Malawi. 
The United States Agency for International Development, the U.S. government's foreign aid agency, has estimated through its Famine Early Warning Systems Network that 20 million people in southern Africa needed food relief between January and March.
These needs could extend into early 2025 for many people in areas of highest concern such as Zimbabwe, southern Malawi, parts of Mozambique and southern Madagascar due to El Nino, USAID said.
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                    Donald Trump continued to hammer President Joe Biden over his handling of the US-Mexico border Tuesday as he returned to the campaign trail with visits to two pivotal midwestern swing states that could determine the outcome of the 2024 election.
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    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event in Grand Rapids, Mich., Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)]
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                                        GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (AP) -- During campaign events in Michigan and Wisconsin on Tuesday, Donald Trump used the recent death of a Grand Rapids woman killed by a man who immigration officials say entered the country illegally to amplify his inflammatory rhetoric on the campaign trail accusing President Joe Biden of causing a "bloodbath" at the U.S.-Mexico border.
The woman, 25-year-old Ruby Garcia, was found dead on the side of a Grand Rapids highway on March 22. Police say she was in a romantic relationship with the suspect, Brandon Ortiz-Vite, who is a citizen of Mexico.
Immigration has emerged as the focal point of Trump's reelection campaign. He frequently highlights incidents involving immigrants to fuel concerns about Biden's border policies and on Tuesday attempted to tie Garcia's death to that of Laken Riley, a Georgia nursing student who officials say was killed by a man who entered the U.S. illegally.

    


While authorities believe Riley's death was random, Garcia's case is different. 
Here's what we know and where Trump's claims strayed from the truth.
The death of Ruby Garcia
Trump's campaign has said that Garcia was killed by an immigrant "in a drunken carjacking attempt." This conveys a sense of randomness that isn't supported by facts.
On the night of March 22, a Grand Rapids police officer discovered Garcia on the side of a highway in Grand Rapids with multiple gunshot wounds to the head.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

According to a probable cause affidavit, Ortiz-Vite told authorities that he shot Garcia multiple times during an argument while inside her car. He then exited the passenger side, walked around the rear of the car and opened the driver's door. He said he shot her once more because he believed she was still alive. He then pulled her from the car and drove away.
Ortiz-Vite has since been charged with felony murder, open murder, carjacking, carrying a concealed weapon and felony firearm possession. He was arrested with a 9mm Taurus pistol, which Ortiz-Vite said he had used to shoot Garcia and that he had "purchased it illegally," according to the affidavit. 

    


Authorities say Garcia and Ortiz-Vite were in a "romantic relationship." Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker said in announcing the charges that "this is another case of a domestic violence homicide that we've seen, quite frankly, far too often over the last few years."
The killing received minimal attention until a conservative media outlet began reporting that Ortiz-Vite was an "illegal immigrant." Republicans across Michigan began citing the case to highlight issues at the southern border. Soon after, Trump announced that he would travel to Grand Rapids for a campaign event.
Trump initially correctly referred to Garcia as a 25-year-old on Tuesday before later saying that she was a 17-year-old. He also said that his administration had thrown Ortiz-Vite "out of the country and crooked Joe Biden took him back and let him back in and let him stay in and he viciously killed Ruby."
But Trump has no way of knowing whether Ortiz-Vite returned to the U.S. on Biden's watch or his own. Ortiz-Vite had been deported in September 2020 following a drunk driving arrest, a little over a year after his status with the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program expired, according to Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Immigration officials don't know whether Ortiz-Vite reentered the country in the final months of Trump's presidency or during Biden's tenure.

    


"At an unknown date and location Ortiz-Vite reentered the United States without inspection by an immigration official," an ICE spokesperson said in a statement. 
Flanked by sheriffs and Republican officials, Trump asserted on Tuesday that Garcia's death was a direct result of Biden's border policies. He added that Garcia's "loved ones and community are left grieving for this incredible young woman."
"When she walked into a room, she lit up that room and I've heard that from so many people," said Trump. "I spoke to some of her family."
Ruby's sister, Mavi, who has become the spokesperson for the family, has disputed the former president's account, telling multiple outlets that neither Trump nor anybody from his campaign has contacted anybody in her immediate family.

    


"It was shocking. I kind of stopped watching it. I'd only seen up to that -- after I heard a couple of misinformations he said, I just stopped watching it," Mavi Garcia told WOOD-TV in Grand Rapids.
At the event, a Trump spokesperson could not identify who the former president had spoken with in the Garcia family. The campaign has not clarified since.
"The mainstream media is abhorrent for spending more time nitpicking President Trump's words and obsessing over his 'rhetoric' than writing about the heinous crimes committed by Joe Biden's illegal immigrants, like the one who killed Ruby Garcia," said Trump's national press secretary Karoline Leavitt in a statement.

    


Trump told conservative Michigan radio host Justin Barclay on Monday that he'd like the Garcia family to be at his event and asked Barclay to coordinate with them. Barclay told The Associated Press on Tuesday that he had not been in communication with the family.
"It's always been about illegal immigrants," Mavi Garcia told WOOD-TV. "Nobody really speaks about when Americans do heinous crimes, and it's kind of shocking why he would just bring up illegals. What about Americans who do heinous crimes like that?"
Immigrant crimes
Michigan Republicans have tried to link Garcia's death to other crimes reportedly committed by immigrants to indicate a concerning trend. Trump on Tuesday mentioned a string of robberies in Oakland County homes authorities said were orchestrated by "transnational gangs " and also the death of 22-year-old Leah Marie Gomez.
Gomez was killed in Grand Rapids last year by the father of her 1-year-old child, Mexican national Luis Bernal-Sosa. Gomez was sitting in her car with her daughter when Bernal-Sosa shot her multiple times, according to police.
"One is a tragedy, two is a trend. West Michigan is not going to accept illegal immigrants making us feel unsafe in our community," said Michigan GOP chair Pete Hoekstra last week.
But while Republicans have highlighted these high-profile crimes reportedly committed by individuals in the country illegally, the most recent FBI statistics reveal a continued decline in overall violent crime in the U.S., following a temporary increase during the pandemic.
Many studies have found immigrants are less likely to commit violent crime than native-born citizens. One published by the National Academy of Sciences, based on Texas Department of Public Safety data from 2012 to 2018, reported native-born U.S. residents were more than twice as likely to be arrested for violent crimes than people in the country illegally.
The argument from Democrats
Democrats have pointed to a bipartisan compromise to shore up border security that Trump helped derail by letting House Republicans know he opposed it.
"There was a solution on the table. It was actually the former president that encouraged Republicans to walk away from getting it done," Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, a Democrat, said Monday. "I don't have a lot of tolerance for political points when it continues to endanger our economy and, to some extent, our people as we saw play out in Grand Rapids recently."
____
Associated Press writer Jill Colvin contributed from New York.
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    [image: FILE - Indiana House Democratic Leader Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort Wayne, listens during a session at the Statehouse, April 27, 2023, in Indianapolis. GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Indiana House Democratic Leader Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort Wayne, listens during a session at the Statehouse, April 27, 2023, in Indianapolis. GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry speaks with reporters and city staff, Feb. 26, 2024, in Fort Wayne, Ind. Indiana Democratic House leader state Rep. Phil GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3. (Corey McMaken/The Journal-Gazette via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry speaks with reporters and city staff, Feb. 26, 2024, in Fort Wayne, Ind. Indiana Democratic House leader state Rep. Phil GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3. (Corey McMaken/The Journal-Gazette via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Indiana House Democratic leader to run for mayor of Fort Wayne following death of Tom Henry

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Indiana House Democratic Leader Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort Wayne, listens during a session at the Statehouse, April 27, 2023, in Indianapolis. GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Indiana House Democratic Leader Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort Wayne, listens during a session at the Statehouse, April 27, 2023, in Indianapolis. GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - Indiana House Democratic Leader Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort Wayne, listens during a session at the Statehouse, April 27, 2023, in Indianapolis. GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry speaks with reporters and city staff, Feb. 26, 2024, in Fort Wayne, Ind. Indiana Democratic House leader state Rep. Phil GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3. (Corey McMaken/The Journal-Gazette via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry speaks with reporters and city staff, Feb. 26, 2024, in Fort Wayne, Ind. Indiana Democratic House leader state Rep. Phil GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3. (Corey McMaken/The Journal-Gazette via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry speaks with reporters and city staff, Feb. 26, 2024, in Fort Wayne, Ind. Indiana Democratic House leader state Rep. Phil GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday, April 3. (Corey McMaken/The Journal-Gazette via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By ISABELLA VOLMERT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Indiana Democratic House leader state Rep. Phil GiaQuinta intends to run for Fort Wayne mayor in an upcoming caucus to replace the city's late mayor who died last week, an adviser to the lawmaker confirmed Wednesday.
Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry died March 28 after experiencing a medical emergency related to his stomach cancer. He was 72.
Adviser Kristen Self confirmed GiaQuinta's intention to run for the mayoral seat, which he has not officially filed for. 
Allen County Democratic Party Chair Derek Camp said three candidates had officially filed as of Wednesday morning, "but there are many others who are exploring." 
According to The Journal Gazette in Fort Wayne, city Councilwomen Michelle Chambers and Sharon Tucker have announced their intention to run, as well as Jorge Fernandez and Palermo Galindo. 
Henry, a Democrat, was elected in November to his fifth term as mayor of Indiana's second most populous city with about 270,000 residents. He announced his diagnosis of late-stage stomach cancer during a news conference Feb. 26 and had started chemotherapy at the beginning of March.

    


GiaQuinta, who represents House District 80, including parts of Fort Wayne in northeast Indiana, was first elected to the statehouse in 2006. The son of former state Rep Ben GiaQuinta has been the Democratic minority leader since 2018. 




The Democratic caucus to select Henry's successor is scheduled for April 20. If GiaQuinta or another elected official were to win the mayoral seat, a separate caucus would choose their replacement. 
If GiaQuinta were to succeed in Fort Wayne, a new leader of the House Democratic caucus will be chosen for the first time since 2018. His office declined to comment on the possibility of the lawmaker leaving the statehouse. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indiana-democratic-house-leader-fort-wayne-mayor-afc46fd4c3cffc172dbe4a73d43d8aa2
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[image: Police stand at the entrance of the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Racism, to prevent laid off workers from entering their workplace, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: State workers, some who have been laid off, protest against the dismissal of state employees, inside the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Racism in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: State workers, some who have been laid off, gather inside the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Racism in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. The union is calling for massive and simultaneous re-entry of dismissed individuals. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: Demonstrators chant slogans during an anti-government protest after some workers were laid off as part of state economic downsizing measures, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]
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[image: State workers, some who have been laid off, gather outside the Ministry of Human Capital and Health, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. The union is calling for massive and simultaneous re-entry of dismissed individuals. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: Demonstrators chant slogans during an anti-government protest after some workers were laid off as part of state economic downsizing measures, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. The union is calling for massive and simultaneous re-entry of dismissed individuals. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]
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[image: Police stand at the entrance of the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Racism, to prevent laid off workers from entering their workplace, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: State workers, some who have been laid off, protest against the dismissal of state employees, inside the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Racism in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: State workers, some who have been laid off, gather inside the National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Racism in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. The union is calling for massive and simultaneous re-entry of dismissed individuals. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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[image: Demonstrators chant slogans during an anti-government protest after some workers were laid off as part of state economic downsizing measures, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)]
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Demonstrators chant slogans during an anti-government protest after some workers were laid off as part of state economic downsizing measures, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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[image: State workers, some who have been laid off, gather outside the Ministry of Human Capital and Health, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. According to the State Workers Association, more than 11 thousand dismissals of state employees have been carried out by Javier Milei's government. The union is calling for massive and simultaneous re-entry of dismissed individuals. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Argentina said Wednesday that it had cut 15,000 state jobs as part of President Javier Milei's aggressive campaign to slash spending, the latest in a series of painful economic measures that have put the libertarian government on a collision course with angry protesters and powerful trade unions.
Presidential spokesperson Manuel Adorni announced the job cuts in a news conference, portraying them as key to Milei's promised shake-up of Argentina's bloated public sector. 
"It's part of the work we are doing to reduce state expenses," he told reporters, describing the dismissed workers as a drag on taxpayers. 
"They perhaps did not have a very defined job," he said. 
Hundreds of defiant employees -- some notified of their termination last week and others before that -- stormed their workplaces in Buenos Aires and nearby cities on Wednesday, beating drums, decrying their dismissal as unjust and demanding their reinstatement. 

    


Despite the rain, crowds wearing the green T-shirts of the country's biggest union, The Association of State Workers, or ATE, swelled outside national ministries. In some cases, scuffles erupted as police struggled to evict protesters from government buildings. 




Workers at ministries that Mileli has vowed to close, such as the National Institute Against Discrimination, along with a range of state agencies -- including the ministries for the economy, energy and social security -- received the latest layoff notices. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"These layoffs have a face, they have a family, they have real needs in this context of great change and great poverty in Argentina," Mercedes Cabezas, a secretary-general of ATE, told The Associated Press outside the Ministry of Labor as protesters pumped their fists and chanted around her. 
"The impact runs very deep because it's combined with the reduction of social programs, so what we end up with is increasing poverty," she said.

    


Milei campaigned for president while brandishing a chainsaw -- promising to fix Argentina's long-troubled economy by chopping down the size of the state. Determined to balance the country's budget, he has slashed energy and transportation subsidies, halted public works, cut payments to provincial governments and devalued the peso by over 50% to close the gap between the official exchange rate and the black market rate. 
However, that has hiked inflation, making it even harder for struggling Argentines to make ends meet. 
Even before last week, when 41-year-old Hernan Silva still had his job at the National Road Safety Agency that paid a basic monthly salary of $250, he was stressed about not having enough money "for anything" as the prices of fuel, meat and medication surged. 
"I was barely making it to the end of the month," he said. After 14 years at the road safety agency, his boss called last Wednesday to tell him -- and 20 of his colleagues -- it was their final day. 
Silva and his colleagues tried to force their way into their office on Wednesday -- the first day back at work after a holiday week in Argentina -- but gave up when managers threatened to call the police. 

    


"My only plan right now is to fight for my job because this is unfair," he said. Neither he nor his colleagues had received official termination notices. 
Despite limited tussles with officers, Wednesday's protests were largely peaceful. Police were out in force downtown, a reminder of the government's wider pledge to curb demonstrations that turn disruptive. 
Those who burst into public buildings, spokesperson Adorni warned, "will suffer the consequences."
Argentina's trade unions -- among the sectors most hurt by Milei's overhaul -- appeared undeterred. Union officials pledged a mass general strike. Fired workers vowed to keep showing up at their offices. 
"We will continue mobilizing" said Cabezas. "Our fight is just starting." 
The confrontation, analysts warn, could derail Milei's dogged push to achieve a zero budget deficit by the year's end.
"They are walking a very thin line," said Martin Planes from Cefeidas, a Buenos Aires-based political advisory group. "They need to go deeper with their measures to cut spending, but they need to prevent social unrest."
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                    U.S. President Joe Biden makes remarks on lowering health care costs for Americans.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    4
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: President Joe Biden stands with Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., after speaking about lowering health care costs in the Indian Treaty Room at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden teamed up with Sen. Bernie Sanders on Wednesday to promote his administration's efforts to lower the cost of inhalers and other health care needs, as the White House continues its effort to highlight Biden's legislative achievements to voters ahead of the November elections.
"Bernie, you and I have been fighting this for 25 years," Biden said to Sanders during an event in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building next door to the White House. "Finally, finally we beat Big Pharma. Finally."
Both men touted the lower health care costs that come through the Democrats' sweeping climate, health care and tax package that Biden signed into law in 2022. It caps various health care costs for those on Medicare, including $35 a month for insulin and $2,000 a year for prescription drugs. No Republican lawmakers voted for the law. 

    


His aides and Democratic officials say Biden's achievements such as lowering health care costs are popular with the public, yet the incumbent president hasn't yet gotten the credit from voters. Sanders has a loyal following that supports his calls to reign in medical costs in the U.S. and give the government more control over the health care industry. 




The top drugmaker lobby called Biden's comments Wednesday a "missed opportunity," saying he failed to address how some other industries, like health insurance companies, are also driving up the cost of medications.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both Biden and Sanders also promoted their recent efforts to pressure most major inhaler manufacturers to cap the costs of the devices to no more than $35 a month. Otherwise, the purchase price of inhalers ranges somewhere between $200 to $600 without insurance, according to the White House. Manufacturers have said the price changes will take effect later this year or at the beginning of next year. 
"I want to thank President Biden for what he has done on this issue up to now, and I look forward to working with the president as we go forward," Sanders said.

    


Sanders, a Vermont independent, and Biden were rivals for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2020. After Sanders ended his bid, his aides worked with Biden campaign officials to craft a party policy platform that would reflect Sanders' influence.
---
Associated Press writers Seung Min Kim and Amanda Seitz contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - The New York Capitol building is seen, June 30, 2023, in Albany, N.Y. A little-known and rarely enforced law from 1907 that makes cheating on your spouse a crime in the state of New York could soon truly be a thing of the past, after lawmakers passed a bill Wednesday, April 3, 2024, to repeal the adultery ban. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- A little-known and rarely enforced law from 1907 that makes adultery a crime in the state of New York could soon be a thing of the past, after lawmakers passed a bill Wednesday to repeal it. 
The state Senate approved the bill almost unanimously. It's now up to New York Gov. Kathy Hochul, who is in the midst of budget negotiations, to make the ultimate decision. Her office said she'd review the legislation. The state Assembly passed the measure last month. 
Laws banning adultery still exist in several states throughout the country, but they are seldom enforced. The New York law was initially implemented to bring down the number of divorces at a time when adultery was the only way to secure a legal split. 
Adultery, classified as a misdemeanor in state penal code and punishable by up to three months behind bars, is defined in New York as when a person "engages in sexual intercourse with another person at a time when he has a living spouse, or the other person has a living spouse." 

    


The statute has stayed on the books for more than 100 years but has been infrequently used in recent decades. The latest adultery charge in New York appears to have been filed in 2010 against a woman who was caught engaging in a sex act in a public park, but it was later dropped as part of a plea bargain.




Adultery is still a crime in several other U.S. states, mostly as a misdemeanor, though Oklahoma, Wisconsin and Michigan treat it as a felony offense.
___
Maysoon Khan is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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                                        The drive to Bristol, Virginia, from Jacksonville, Florida, takes more than eight hours. It's over 10 from Orlando and closer to 14 from Miami. Despite that distance, Bristol Women's Health Center is preparing for an influx of women from Florida seeking abortions when a stricter ban kicks in next month.
For many people who otherwise would have obtained abortions in Florida, the clinic in southwest Virginia will become the closest practical option -- as it already is for a swath of the South after a Florida policy change expected to resonate far beyond the state's borders.
"The majority of the patients we do serve are coming from banned states," said Karolina Ogorek, the clinic's administrative director. "I think that Florida will just become another one of the states that we serve."
On Monday, the Florida Supreme Court upheld the state's ban on abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy. That step allows another, stricter ban to take effect on May 1, making abortion illegal in the state after six weeks' gestation -- before many women realize they're pregnant. The ban includes exceptions for pregnancies caused by rape, incest or human trafficking, or that threaten the life or physical health or the woman and for fatal fetal anomalies.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Florida's stricter ban on abortions could put more pressure on clinics elsewhere.
    

    
    
    In an AP interview, Laura Goodhue, the executive director of the Florida Alliance of Planned Parenthood Affiliates, says her agency has implemented rapid blood tests to determine pregnancy earlier, and increased education and contraception programs.

    


    


In a separate but closely related ruling, the court also allowed a referendum that will let the state's voters decide in November whether they want an amendment to the state constitution allowing abortion until viability.




Stephanie Loraine Pineiro, executive director of the Florida Access Network, which helps pay for abortion care for Florida women, said that the law coupled with a 24-hour waiting period for abortion will be a "total ban" in practical terms.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And getting to a provider elsewhere, she said, will drive the average cost of abortion -- including transportation, lodging, meals, child care and clinic fees -- to around $4,000, about twice what it is now. That will strain organizations like hers, which already often hits its budget limit well before the end of the month, as they shift to helping people get care elsewhere.

    


That could strand people who can't get time off work, afford travel, arrange child care or lack documentation to travel, Pineiro said. 
"The people who are most marginalized are going to cotinine to not have access," she said.
She said she expects some of the state's clinics to close for lack of patients.
Currently, the average distance to a facility that provides abortion for Florida residents is 20 miles (32 kilometers), said Caitlin Myers, an economics professor at Middlebury College in Vermont who studies the impact of abortion bans. But when the new ban takes effect, the average distance to one that offers abortion after the first six weeks of pregnancy will be 584 miles (940 kilometers).
And that only gets patients to North Carolina, where two in-person visits are required 72 hours apart to receive an abortion -- and only for the first 12 weeks of pregnancy in most cases.
It's more than 100 miles (160 kilometers) farther to Virginia.

    


Some areas already have long drives to the nearest abortion providers -- eight hours from San Antonio, Texas, to Santa Teresa, New Mexico, for instance, and nine from New Orleans to Carbondale, Illinois, or Houston to Wichita, Kansas. But the geography will make South Florida the most highly populated place in the U.S. that's farthest from in-person abortion access past the first six weeks.
Georgia and South Carolina, which have bans that begin after about six weeks and Ohio, which had a similar one for a time, have seen in the neighborhood of half as many abortions with those policies in effect. Some people are able to obtain abortion close to home earlier in pregnancy rather than traveling.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

It's not only Florida residents who will be affected by the new ban.
"Florida is a really important state for Southern abortion access, and it has been a state that has experienced a surge in travelers from Georgia and Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana who are traveling out of those states, avoiding near total or six-week bans to facilities," Myers said.

    


Of the 84,000 abortions provided in Florida last year, about 7,700 were for people who live out of state. Now most of those patients will travel farther for access, too.
The total number of abortions in the country has been roughly stable since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and ended a nationwide right to abortion in 2022. But the details have changed.
Far more are provided by pills rather than surgery, with a major increase in prescriptions through telehealth -- including to patients in states with bans from providers where laws seek to protect such prescriptions. But there could be legal tests of whether those protections are valid. And the U.S. Supreme Court is already considering an effort to roll back approvals for one of the two drugs usually used in combination for medication abortion.

    


Planned Parenthood centers in Florida have been preparing for the stricter ban to take effect. Laura Goodhue, executive director of the Florida Alliance of Planned Parenthood Affiliates, said they've implemented rapid blood tests to determine pregnancy earlier, increased education and contraception programs, and ramped up efforts to help people travel elsewhere for abortion.
"We're doing what we can," she said. "But we've as we've seen in other states, it's still going to have a devastating impact on our public health system."
Since states began enforcing bans after the 2022 ruling, the Bristol clinic has added appointment slots in afternoons, Saturdays and some Sundays -- and has adjusted to the idea that patients could be late because of traffic jams as far away as Atlanta.
"In order for them to come to Virginia, there's a lot of planning involved," Ogorek said. "It's not just taking a few hours off of work and driving 20 minutes"
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            1 of 5 | FILE - Border Patrol agents ask asylum-seeking migrants to line up in a makeshift, mountainous campsite after the group crossed the border with Mexico,Feb. 2, 2024, near Jacumba Hot Springs, Calif. The number of arrests for illegally crossing the U.S. southern border with Mexico nudged upward February over the previous month. But at a time when immigration is increasingly a concern for voters, the numbers were still among the lowest of Joe Biden's presidency. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kansas Senate Ways and Means Committee Chair Rick Billinger, left, R-Goodland, confers with Sen. Kristen O'Shea, right, R-Topeka, during a break in the Senate's session, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Republicans are likely to pass a proposed state budget that includes provisions designed to force Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly to restrict diversity initiatives on college campuses and help Texas in its fight over border security with the Biden administration. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: FILE - Cars and trucks line up to enter the U.S. from Mexico at a border crossing in El Paso, Texas, March 29, 2019. Most Americans think the U.S. has been significantly changed by immigrants over the past five years and while many agree immigrants contribute to the economy, there are broad concerns that even legal immigration brings risks as well, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, conducted March 21-25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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[image: Kansas state Reps. Tom Sawyer, left, and K.C. Ohaebosim, both D-Wichita, consult during a break in the House's session, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Democrats dislike provisions added to the next state budget by Republicans on immigration and restricting diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives on college campuses. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Texas Gov. Greg Abbott greets sheriffs from counties across Texas during a meeting between the governor and the sheriffs at the Texas State Capitol in Austin, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Sara Diggins/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: Texas Gov. Greg Abbott greets sheriffs from counties across Texas during a meeting between the governor and the sheriffs at the Texas State Capitol in Austin, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (Sara Diggins/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- Republicans are likely to approve a proposed state budget for Kansas with provisions aimed at forcing the state's Democratic governor to restrict diversity initiatives on college campuses and help Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security.
GOP negotiators for the state House and Senate have agreed to include those items in a single bill containing the bulk of the $25 billion in spending for Kansas' 2025 budget year, which begins July 1. Top Republicans in the GOP-controlled Legislature expect both chambers to vote this week on the final version of the bill.
"It's an opportunity to make a point," state Senate President Ty Masterson, a Wichita-area Republican, said Wednesday. "The power of the purse -- that's all we have. That's our main power."
Both the Kansas House and Senate approved resolutions this year expressing their support for efforts by Republican Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas to enforce a law there allowing his state to arrest migrants suspected of entering the U.S. illegally. The Biden administration argues that only the federal government sets immigration policy. 

    


But Republicans in the Kansas Senate then added an extra $15.7 million in the next state budget with directions to Gov. Laura Kelly that she provide Kansas National Guard resources to Texas.




Republican senators also included provisions to withhold a total of $35.7 million in funding from state universities unless their presidents appeared before Kelly and top legislative leaders and confirmed that they were not requiring prospective students, job applicants or staffers seeking promotion to provide statements endorsing diversity, equity or inclusion initiatives or discussing past experiences with it. The GOP budget negotiators agreed to retain those provisions unless a separate bill banning the practice becomes law.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state constitution gives Kelly the power to veto individual budget provisions, and it's not clear that the immigration or anti-DEI ones have the two-thirds majorities in both chambers needed to override a veto. But if Kelly were to veto the anti-DEI provisions, the $35.7 million would go with them. 

    


"It's kind of like blackmail," said Democratic state Rep. Tom Sawyer, of Wichita.
Republicans in at least 20 states have sought to limit DEI initiatives, arguing that they are discriminatory and enforce a liberal political orthodoxy. Alabama and Utah enacted new anti-DEI laws this year.
The Kansas House last month approved a bill that would bar universities, community colleges or technical colleges from basing a student's admission or an employee's hiring or promotion on any statement or pledge about DEI or "any political ideology or movement." Republicans are hoping to have a vote on a new version in both chambers this week.
But the Kansas Board of Regents, which oversees the state's higher education system, already is responding to GOP lawmakers' concerns. The board expects to consider a proposed policy change in April that would ban requirements in admissions or employment for "statements pledging allegiance to, support for, or opposition to diversity, equity or inclusion."

    


"I really don't think it's going to be an issue. I think they're all going to change their policy," said state Rep. Kyle Hoffman, a Republican from western Kansas and a House budget negotiator.
Republicans' interest in border security comes with former President Donald Trump ramping up anti-immigrant rhetoric as he campaigns for reelection, often spreading falsehoods about migration. Roughly two-thirds of Americans disapproved of President Joe Biden's handling of border security in an Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll conducted in March. 
GOP officials in many states also frame the issue as stopping the flow of the dangerous opioid fentanyl across the Mexico-U.S. border, though experts agree the key is reducing demand for it in the U.S.
"We need to stop it," said state Sen. J.R. Claeys, a central Kansas Republican and a budget negotiator. "Obviously, the Biden administration isn't going to do that, so we're going to have to do it ourselves."

    


But state Rep. Susan Ruiz, a Kansas City-area Democrat, said problems at the border demonstrate the need for reforming national immigration laws and argued that Americans are more likely to smuggle fentanyl than immigrant families seeking a better life in the U.S.
"They're willing to blame every possible thing on immigration in on immigrants," she said.
Some Republicans expect Kelly to veto the provision. Last month, she told reporters that the state constitution makes her the guard's commander-in-chief and she decides how its resources are used. 
But Claeys responded: "We also have other budgetary ways of making things happen, so we'll continue to use those and the power of the purse."
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    [image: FILE - U.S. Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., addresses attendees at the Republican Party of Florida Freedom Summit, Nov. 4, 2023, in Kissimmee, Fla. To continue holding his seat in Florida, Scott needs to appeal to key voter groups in the state. With a new series of ads rolled out by the senator, Scott is spending multiple millions to focus on the prominent Florida Hispanic voter group as part of this goal. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)]
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- U.S. Sen. Rick Scott is spending millions to reach out to Florida's Hispanic voters, a key voting group for his November reelection campaign that has grown to lean more heavily Republican.
Scott's campaign said Wednesday it plans to spend about $700,000 per week for a series of radio, digital, TV and streaming-services ads in English and Spanish.
Over the next several weeks, the campaign will release different ads aimed toward this key voting group, which has voted increasingly Republican in the past few election cycles. These ads will run in Miami, West Palm Beach, Orlando and Tampa -- all which are major cities in Florida critical for his reelection campaign, Miami having the largest group of Hispanic voters. 
The first TV ad was released Wednesday, with no mention of Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, a former U.S. representative from Miami running to unseat the senator.

    


This week, Democrats have celebrated a glimmer of hope for this election cycle after the Florida Supreme Court approved an abortion-rights ballot initiative to be decided by Florida's voters this November.




"In Florida, we understand how socialism suffocates the human spirit," Scott said in the Wednesday morning ad. "That's why I fight against the socialist agenda in Washington."
Scott, like other Republicans, has often accused Democrats of leaning into socialism. This accusation has generally kept a rift between Democrats and Hispanic voter groups who escaped communist regimes in Cuba and Venezuela, which makes up a large portion of voters in Miami-Dade County. This traditionally blue county leaned red in the most recent midterm cycle, and it currently is Florida's most populated county with more than 60% of its registered voters identifying as Hispanic.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scott said last month that he puts a lot of effort into talking to Hispanic voters and finds that they care about the "same issues that everybody does," like education, public safety and jobs.

    


"People that have come from to this country from another country, in a legal way, they came here because they wanted rule of law," Scott said. "They want what America has to offer."
Mucarsel-Powell, who announced her campaign last August, was elected in 2018. She was born in Ecuador and was Congress' first Ecuadorian American and first South American-born congressional delegate. She lost her seat to Republican U.S. Rep. Carlos Gimenez after one term.
Mucarsel-Powell said last month that she relates to Hispanic voters because her story is similar to "so many people that live here in South Florida."
As part of her campaign, she does biweekly Spanish radio interviews to reach out to Hispanic communities. In these interviews, she often speaks to voters concerned about socialism and has accused Scott of promoting "misinformation."
"I have seen firsthand what it looks like when you have a dictators take over," Mucarsel-Powell said. "So many people relate to that. That's why it'll be more difficult -- very difficult -- for him to be able to really get in touch with the reality of Latinos that live here in South Florida and what we're facing."
The ad campaign was first reported by NBC News.
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    [image: FILE - Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan addresses supporters at the Maryland statehouse, Jan. 10, 2023, in Annapolis, Md. A push in Maryland's legislature for hundreds of millions of dollars in taxes and fees has some Democrats concerned that the package may bolster Republican former Gov. Larry Hogan's campaign for U.S. Senate and cost the party its already-narrow majority. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Maryland State Senate President Bill Ferguson addresses the senate chamber during the opening session of the Maryland General Assembly, at the State Capitol in Annapolis, Md, Jan 10, 2024. A push in Maryland's legislature for hundreds of millions of dollars in taxes and fees has some Democrats concerned that the package may bolster Republican former Gov. Larry Hogan's campaign for U.S. Senate and cost the party its already-narrow majority. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, file)]
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[image: Maryland lawmaker, Del. Ben Barnes, a Democrat who chairs the Maryland House Appropriations Committee, speaks in support of budget legislation for Maryland's next fiscal year during a debate on Thursday, March 21, 2024, in Annapolis, Md. (AP Photo/Brian Witte)]
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- Maryland lawmakers announced an agreement on Wednesday to resolve differences over proposed tax and fee increases, settling on a far more modest approach after a $1.3 billion package was considered too high in the current economic climate, especially in an election year featuring a competitive Maryland U.S. Senate race with high stakes.
Fiscal concerns were only amplified last week by the collapse Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge, after it was hit by a cargo ship.
Disagreement between the two chambers, which are both controlled by Democrats, reached a point where some complained publicly that now was not the time for big tax, fee and toll increases, as Republican former Gov. Larry Hogan was running as the GOP's most competitive U.S. Senate candidate in Maryland for decades. 
While the GOP hasn't won a Senate race in Maryland since 1980, Hogan is a rare Maryland Republican who won two terms as governor, largely due to his criticism of tax increases that resonated with tax-weary voters in his upset victory in 2014.

    


"If you go back to 2014 and 2018, I think it's not brain science to see what happened and how the former governor was successful in the state of Maryland, and so that context is very real, and we have to be honest about it," Ferguson, a Baltimore Democrat, said Tuesday in an interview with The Associated Press.




Hogan, who began building his popularity early in his first term by lowering tolls statewide in 2015, has been quick to condemn the revenue package that led to a budget showdown between the chambers. On Wednesday, he wrote that the initial proposal in the Maryland House "would cost us jobs and hurt Maryland families already squeezed by historic inflation."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Enough is enough," Hogan posted on X. "Let's reject these tax hikes and send a message that it's time to end politics-as-usual."
The debate has unusual implications beyond the state's borders. Democrats hold a tenuous 51-49 majority in the U.S. Senate. 

    


A Washington Post-University of Maryland poll late last month showed Hogan remains an overwhelmingly popular political figure in Maryland, underscoring his potential to turn a usually solid blue state into a competitive one for Republicans. But while his potential opponents remain relatively unknown, the poll also shows that Maryland voters remain much more likely to prefer a Democratic U.S. Senate.
With strong majorities in both the the state House and Senate, and a 2-1 advantage in statewide voter registration, Maryland Democrats typically don't have to worry much about the GOP in the state capital. But Hogan is a rare Maryland Republican who has won two statewide races. That's something neither of his likely Democratic opponents, including U.S. Rep. David Trone and Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks, has done.
Gov. Wes Moore, a Democrat, submitted a balanced $63 billion budget for the next fiscal year in January without tax increases. The Maryland Senate largely kept his budget plan intact, despite a drop in revenue estimates announced after the governor submitted his plan. But the House changed the budget legislation to include new revenues, relying on a variety of transportation-related user fees, corporate tax reform and legalizing internet gambling. The Senate ruled out the corporate tax proposal, as well as internet gambling. 

    


Negotiations between the two chambers dragged on long enough that Moore issued an executive order earlier this week to extend the session by 10 days, if needed, beyond Monday's scheduled adjournment. That won't be necessary.
Under the deal, new transportation-related revenue adds up to as much as $350 million in three years. It includes increases in vehicle registration fees to help pay for rising costs of emergency trauma services in the state. A new fee for electric vehicles also is part of the deal, to make up for gas tax revenues that drivers don't pay to operate them. 
There's also a new statewide fee on ride-hailing services. The plan also includes new speeding fines that will increase with higher rates of speed in construction work zones.

    


The agreement also includes between $80 million and $90 million annually from a variety of tobacco tax increases, including $1.25 on a pack of cigarettes. The money will help pay for the state's education funding plan known as the Blueprint for Maryland's Future, which will be funded for the next three years.
Lawmakers will still have work to do on addressing transportation funding shortfalls statewide next year.
In December, the state's transportation secretary proposed roughly $3.3 billion in cuts for Maryland's six-year transportation spending plan, as inflationary pressures add to the problem as well as the fact that traditional revenue sources haven't kept up with costs.
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    [image: FILE - Neb. State Sen. Steve Halloran, of Hastings, speaks during debate, Jan. 8, 2018, in the Legislative Chamber in Lincoln, Neb. IN an announcement on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, Halloran, who invoked the Nebraska state Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh's name while reading a graphic account of rape on the floor of the Legislature violated the body's workforce sexual harassment policy, will be issued a letter of reprimand by the body's governing board. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)]
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                                        A Nebraska lawmaker who invoked the name of a colleague while reading a graphic account of rape on the floor of the Legislature violated the body's workforce sexual harassment policy, an outside investigator found, leading the body's governing board to issue Republican state Sen. Steve Halloran a letter of reprimand.
But that announcement Wednesday by state Sen. Ray Aguilar, chairman of the Legislature's Executive Board, was met with strong criticism from several lawmakers who said Halloran should have faced a censure vote by the full body.
"This is embarrassing and disappointing," said Democratic state Sen. John Cavanaugh, who along with his sister and fellow Democratic lawmaker Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh, were the target of Halloran's remarks. "As it stands right now, the Exec Board has said that it disapproves of this kind of language, but the Legislature has not."

    


The report and reprimand came after Halloran repeatedly called out the name "Sen. Cavanaugh" while reading a graphic account of rape from a best-selling memoir, making it appear as if that lawmaker was the subject of the assault. His embellished reading from the memoir "Lucky" by Alice Sebold came on March 18 during debate of a bill that would have held school librarians and teachers criminally responsible for providing what it considers to be "obscene material" to students in grades K-12. 




Most people in the chamber at the time -- including Machaela Cavanaugh -- understood the graphic comments to be directed at her, and she was visibly shaken immediately after Halloran's remarks. Halloran insisted later that he was invoking the name of her brother as a way to get him to pay attention to the remarks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the report released Wednesday, an outside investigator found that Halloran's remarks violated the Legislature's workplace harassment policy that forbids verbal abuse of a sexual nature, graphic remarks around a person's body, clothing or sexual activity and sexually oriented remarks or discussion.

    


"It is the opinion of this outside investigative team that Sen. Halloran's conduct and comments were reprehensible and should not be tolerated because they may lead to or foster a hostile work environment," the report states.
The report found that the Legislature could go as far as to censure Halloran, which would not have affected his ability to speak on legislation or to serve on any committees. Any move to expel or otherwise hinder Halloran's duties would violate his constitutional free speech rights, the investigator said.
Halloran said he disagreed "that I was harassing anyone," and he said he was puzzled by the "righteous indignation" of some colleagues over his remarks.
"There's no concern about the kids and how a book like that might affect them," Halloran said Wednesday.
Machaela Cavanaugh thanked by name several lawmakers who publicly defended her and spoke out against Halloran's comments. She also called out Republican lawmakers who have defended Halloran or remained silent about his comments "morally bankrupt."

    


"Your silence is complicit," she said. "I don't care if you come up to me and say nice things to me. Your silence in the public forum is what I care about.
"You want to protect children from porn, but you don't care if my children are subjected to this public media circus!"
Not all Republicans in the officially nonpartisan, one-chamber Nebraska Legislature have remained silent about Halloran's remarks. Republican state Sen. Julie Slama has castigated Halloran repeatedly for his remarks and said the decision not to put a censure vote before the full Legislature was wrong.
""If he had any respect for this institution or his colleagues, he would resign," Slama said.
Sen. Wendy DeBoer, a lawyer by trade, said she plans to introduce a rule change next year to allow lawmakers more time to object to language used in floor speech. Currently, legislative rules say an objection must be made immediately after the remarks a lawmaker finds objectionable.
"I think we should learn from the difficulties we've had here that our rules don't work -- that particular one, anyway," she said. "I do think we should hold each other to account."
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                                        OMAHA, Neb. (AP) -- With only months to go before what is shaping up to be a hotly contested presidential election, Nebraska's Republican governor is calling on state lawmakers to move forward with a "winner-take-all" system of awarding Electoral College votes.
"It would bring Nebraska into line with 48 of our fellow states, better reflect the founders' intent, and ensure our state speaks with one unified voice in presidential elections," Gov. Jim Pillen said in a written statement Tuesday. "I call upon fellow Republicans in the Legislature to pass this bill to my desk so I can sign it into law."
Nebraska and Maine are the only states that split their electoral votes by congressional district, and both have done so in recent presidential elections. Both states' lawmakers have also made moves to switch to a winner-take-all system and have found themselves frustrated in that effort.

    


In Nebraska, the system has confounded Republicans, who have been unable to force the state into a winner-take-all system since Barack Obama became the first presidential contender to shave off one of the state's five electoral votes in 2008. It happened again in 2020, when President Joe Biden captured Nebraska's 2nd District electoral vote.




In the 2016 presidential election, one of Maine's four electoral votes went to former President Donald Trump. Now, Maine Republicans stand opposed to an effort that would ditch its split system and instead join a multistate compact that would allocate all its electoral votes to whoever wins the national popular vote for president -- even if that conflicts with Maine's popular vote for president.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A spokesperson for Democratic Maine Gov. Janet Mills said the governor has not said whether she'll sign the bill, which received final approval Wednesday in the Maine Senate. But even if it's signed, it would be on hold until the other states approve the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact.

    


Nebraska Republicans, too, have continuously faced hurdles in changing the current system, largely because the state's unique one-chamber Legislature requires 33 votes to get any contested bill to passage. Republicans in the officially nonpartisan Legislature currently hold 32 seats, but one Democrat -- Omaha Sen. Mike McDonnell -- announced Wednesday that he is switching his party affiliation to Republican. McDonnell cited his censure by the Nebraska Democratic Party for supporting abortion restrictions last year.
The party blasted Pillen's attempt to tank the split electoral vote system and urged residents to sign a petition supporting it.
"Nebraskans want to keep our fair electoral system in place which is why previous attempts by some Republicans over the last thirty years have failed to undo our split electoral votes," party chair Jane Kleeb said in a written statement. "We are proud of our unique electoral vote system and know all too well the economic benefits it generates with a national focus on our state."
Despite Pillen's call to pass a winner-take-all change, it seems unlikely that Nebraska lawmakers would have time to get the bill out of committee, much less advance it through three rounds of debate, with only six days left in the current session. Some Nebraska lawmakers acknowledged as much.

    


"Reporting live from the trenches -- don't worry, we aren't getting rid of our unique electoral system in Nebraska," Sen. Megan Hunt posted on X late Tuesday. "Legislatively there's just no time. Nothing to worry about this year."
Speaker of the Legislature Sen. John Arch confirmed as much Wednesday afternoon, noting that under Nebraska's legislative process, "I'm not able to schedule a bill that is still in committee."
Even so, Republican state Sen. Julie Slama sought to attach the bill as an amendment to another bill Wednesday, which Democratic state Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh promised to filibuster.
___
Associated Press writer David Sharp in Portland, Maine, contributed to this report.
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- A Massachusetts council on Wednesday approved Gov. Maura Healey's plan to pardon tens of thousands of people convicted of misdemeanor marijuana charges going back decades.
The pardons approved by the Governor's Council will take effect immediately, although it will take some time to update state criminal records, officials said.
"Massachusetts made history today," Healey, a Democrat, said in a statement. "Thousands of Massachusetts residents will now see their records cleared of this charge, which will help lower the barriers they face when seeking housing, education or a job."
Massachusetts joins several other states, including Rhode Island, Connecticut, Missouri and Oregon, in forgiving low-level marijuana offenders.
The pardons will apply to all adults convicted prior to March 13 in state court for possession of marijuana or a "Class D substance." Most people will not need to take any action to have their criminal records updated, according to Healey. The state also has set up an online page to request certificates confirming marijuana pardons.

    


Healey, a former state attorney general, said the pardons are the most sweeping by a governor since President Joe Biden in December pardoned thousands of people with federal marijuana possession convictions and called on governors to follow suit. Healey said the pardons will apply to those arrested as far back as the 1970s war on drugs and earlier.




A pardon essentially acts as forgiveness initiated by the governor for a conviction. It does not automatically seal or expunge criminal records.
Healey said the pardons are a matter of justice. Thousands of people still have marijuana convictions on their records even though the state decriminalized possession for personal use in 2008 and legalized recreational marijuana in 2016.
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Two lawsuits challenging how North Carolina legislators recently tightened same-day voter registration can continue, even though state election officials have recently made adjustments to address a judge's constitutional concerns. 
U.S. District Judge Thomas Schroeder refused on Tuesday to dismiss the suits filed by several voter advocacy groups and a voter, rejecting motions from defendants who include Republican legislative leaders and the State Board of Elections.
The lawsuits target a 2023 law that changes when election officials can disqualify a vote cast by someone who registered the same day during the 17-day early voting period. 
With over 100,000 new registrants having sought same-day registration in North Carolina during each of the last two presidential general elections, adjustments in the same-day rules could affect close statewide elections this fall. 

    


A provision of the new law stated that same-day applicants would be removed from voter rolls if election officials sent them a single piece of mail that came back as undeliverable. The previous law required two pieces of undeliverable mail. The groups who sued said the new procedure would increase risks that voters would be disenfranchised by paperwork errors or mail mishaps.




Early this year, Schroeder ruled that the provision was likely unconstitutional on due process grounds. In a Jan. 21 injunction, he said the change couldn't take effect without administrative protections that would allow an applicant to challenge their vote from being disqualified. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In response a week later, the state board sent county election offices an updated memorandum that amended same-day registration rules so as to create a formal way to appeal being removed from the voter rolls after one undeliverable mailer. The state board's rule alterations were used in the March 5 primary.

    


Attorneys for the Republican lawmakers cited the memo last month in a brief asking for one of the lawsuits to be dismissed, saying "there is no longer a live case or controversy that the Court can redress."
But Schroeder noted that under state law, rules the State Board of Elections rewrites in response to a court decision are temporary. In this case, the changes expire in early 2025. 
Schroeder acknowledged that it's likely the General Assembly will pass a law to make the state board's rules permanent. But for now, the rules remain temporary, he wrote, and legislators haven't shown that the "interim rule moots the complaint."
In separate orders denying dismissals of the lawsuits, the judge, who was nominated to the bench by President George W. Bush, also wrote that the plaintiffs had legal standing to sue or that their allegations surpassed a low plausibility threshold.
At least three lawsuits have been filed challenging portions of the wide-ranging voting law that the General Assembly enacted last October over Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper's veto. 
The third lawsuit, filed by the national and state Democratic parties, challenges a handful of other provisions and was part of the January preliminary injunction. Dismissal motions in this case are pending. 
Schroeder addressed the other two lawsuits on Tuesday. On Wednesday, the judge also set a June 3 trial date for one of these lawsuits, filed by Democracy North Carolina, the North Carolina Black Alliance and the League of Women Voters of North Carolina. 
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[image: In this photo provided by the Tennessee Department of Education, 2nd grade teacher Missy Testerman, center, who teaches English as a second language, works with students Dafne Lozano, left, and Dwiti Patel, right, at the Rogersville City School, Thursday, March 13, 2024, in Rogersville, Tenn. Testerman has been named the 2024 National Teacher of the Year by the Council of Chief State School Officers. (Tennessee Department of Education via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jill Biden has new guidance for the nation's top teachers. 
When they visit the White House later this year, they will be the guests of honor at a state dinner, the first time that the diplomatic nicety typically used to woo foreign heads of state or government will honor educators, according to the first lady, a teacher herself.
Biden made the announcement Wednesday during a nationally televised appearance in which she surprised Missy Testerman of Tennessee, the newly named National Teacher of the Year. 
"I'm a teacher, as you well know, and I've been teaching over 30 years, just like Missy has, and I always say teachers are our heroes and I wanted to be here today to celebrate Missy as I love celebrating teachers and I have a special announcement, Missy," Biden said.
"When you come to the White House, we are going to have a state dinner for the teachers," Biden said on the set of "CBS Mornings." "You'll have to pick your dress. So it's the first time ever."

    


Testerman said that would be "absolutely amazing." 
"I'm incredibly touched," she told Biden. "I know how devoted you are to teaching, continuing to teach, even when you're the first lady of the United States, first one ever to do that, and I know that we share the joy that there is to be found in education."




She said the other state teachers of the year will be "so incredibly excited to hear, to hear this news. Thank you for doing this for us." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden, who teaches English and writing at Northern Virginia Community College, said hosting the nation's top teachers is "one of my favorite events at the White House." She did not announce a date for the teachers' dinner, but it's likely to be held May 1, when the teachers come to Washington, a White House official said. 
A black-tie state dinner typically recognizes the head of state or government of a close U.S. ally, showcasing ties between the two nations. 

    


President Joe Biden and the first lady will host two state dinners soon, for Japan on April 10 and Kenya on May 23. 
A state dinner for teachers will be new, but the overall concept isn't unique.
As first lady, Michelle Obama, whose signature initiative focused on improving children's health and nutrition, hosted the first of several kids' state dinners in 2012. President Barack Obama held a state dinner for African leaders whom he invited to a Washington summit in 2014.
The Council of Chief State School Officers chooses the state teachers of the year and the national teacher of the year. Testerman and teachers from Alaska, Georgia and New Jersey were finalists for the 2024 national award. 
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                                        JUBA, South Sudan (AP) -- South Sudan 's President Salva Kiir on Wednesday warned lawmakers "not to cling to power" just weeks after his former rival turned deputy proposed a postponement of elections expected to be held in December.
Kiir said an extension of the period of transition to elections would deny citizens an opportunity to choose their leaders and urged parliament to pass the necessary laws to pave the way for the elections.
The president was addressing lawmakers as parliament returned from recess Wednesday.
South Sudan was supposed to hold elections before February 2023 but that timetable was pushed back last August to December 2024.
Parliament Speaker Jemma Nunu Kumba said lawmakers would redouble their efforts to ensure that all the prerequisites for elections are met.
Vice President Riek Machar, whose forces fought in a five-year civil war that ended in a 2018 peace deal, suggested last month an extension of the transitional government's term to allow for adequate preparation for the elections.

    


The landlocked country is facing an economic crisis due to a decline in oil exports after war-torn Sudan last month declared force majeure on oil shipments passing through the country. The fighting in Sudan has affected shipments destined for a terminal near Port Sudan along the Red Sea coast.




Civil servants and security forces in South Sudan have not been paid for the last six months due to the economic crisis.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

South Sudan is working to put into place a permanent constitution, an electoral commission and a unified police force, made up of pro-government and rebel factions, that would provide security to the troubled nation.
Communal violence has continued in parts of South Sudan. The United Nations, while extending a peacekeeping mission in the country, has demanded an end to the violence and pushed for swift progress by the government to ensure that delayed elections are held peacefully and freely in December.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump and the Republican Party said Wednesday that they raised more than $65.6 million in March as the former president became the presumptive nominee and installed new party leadership.
Trump and the Republican National Committee closed out the month with $93.1 million in their campaign accounts, a significant increase as they try to catch up to the fundraising of President Joe Biden and the Democrats.
"Our campaign, working together with the RNC, has been steadily ramping up our fundraising efforts, and our March numbers are a testament to the overwhelming support for President Trump by voters all across the spectrum," Susie Wiles, a senior advisor to Trump's campaign, said in a statement. "Republicans may not be beneficiaries of the self interested largess from Hollywood and Silicon Valley elites, but President Trump is proud to be supported by donations from voters who are the backbone of this nation, which will fuel Republicans up and down the ballot."

    


Biden and the Democratic National Committee have not released fundraising numbers for March, but their political operation said they brought in $53 million in Febrary and closed that month with $155 million cash on hand. Last week, Biden held a fundraiser in New York City with former Presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton, which the campaign said raised a record $26 million. 




Biden has been fundraising jointly with his party since he launched his reelection campaign, while Trump first had to clear a field of challengers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Donald Trump spent his first month as the presumptive Republican nominee holed up in a back room at Mar-a-Lago with billionaire special interests while he continues to struggle with the kind of grassroots donors who are powering our campaign," said Biden campaign spokesman Ammar Moussa, referring to Trump's Florida residence. "Trump is spending what money he does have on everything but reaching out to the voters -- and it's obvious he doesn't have the infrastructure, the donor base or the broad appeal to win this election."

    


Before merging with the RNC, Trump's campaign and his political action committee Save America, two key parts of his political operation, raised only $15.9 million in February and ended the month with more than $37 million on hand. Save America has been paying the bulk of Trump's legal bills in his various court cases, including four criminal cases. 
Trump put in new leaders at the RNC last month, including daughter-in-law Lara Trump, as his last primary challenger, Nikki Haley, dropped out. He also began fundraising with the party, which allows the joint operation to utilize higher contribution limits. A candidate can accept a maximum donation of $3,300, but a joint fundraising agreement allows a donor to sign a check for just over $800,000. 
"President Donald J. Trump has again created a fundraising juggernaut among Republicans. While he has been the presumptive nominee for the Republican Party for less than a month, the RNC and Trump campaign are one unified operation and focused on victory," said the new RNC chairman, Michael Whatley.

    


Trump is set to hold a high-dollar fundraiser Saturday in Palm Beach, Florida. The campaign aims to raise $33 million, topping the Biden event. 
Trump's new fundraising agreement with the RNC directs donations so that the maximum is first given to his campaign and Save America before the RNC and state parties get a cut. Donors to the Palm Beach event who give the suggested $814,600 per person as a "chairman" contributor or $250,000 per person will only have $5,000 of their donation go to Save America, sending hundreds of thousands of dollars to the party committee.
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- An explicit requirement that Iowa's state, county and local decision-making bodies be balanced by gender was repealed Wednesday, a move that Gov. Kim Reynolds said was common sense but which critics warn may lead to fewer opportunities for women.
Before signing the repeal bill into law, Reynolds said the focus for boards and commissions "should always be on appointing the most qualified people." 
The repeal reflects a growing trend across the U.S. as conservative lawmakers target many efforts to promote diversity as well as protections for historically marginalized groups as fundamentally discriminatory, emphasizing merit instead.
Advocates for Iowa's gender balance requirement, including Democrats in the Legislature, criticized the assumption that progress in representation means discrimination doesn't exist. 

    


Compared with a decade ago, there are more gender-balanced bodies in Iowa, meaning women are better distributed across them, according to the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State University.
Still, those opposed to the repeal emphasized that boards and commissions have yet to reach parity even with the mandate and warned that disparities can worsen.




Iowa was the first state to initiate the requirement for statewide boards and commissions when the law passed over three decades ago; then, the Legislature extended the requirement to all levels of government, to go into effect in 2012. It required a three-month waiting period before applicants of any gender could be considered. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The repeal means officials do not have to first try to find a qualified applicant that would bring gender parity to bodies like the human rights commission or the licensing board for doctors.
More than a dozen states have laws encouraging authorities to appoint members of statewide boards and commissions that reflect the population they serve by gender. Many of those statutes are being targeted in the courts.

    


Some Iowa lawmakers supporting the repeal cited one of those cases, which alleged the state's gender balance mandate for the commission recommending judicial nominees to the governor was unconstitutional. A federal judge agreed, ruling earlier this year that there's not sufficient evidence the law is compensating for discrimination now like it was when it was first introduced in 1987.
Reynolds was joined Wednesday by the plaintiff in that case -- Chuck Hurley, who is vice president and chief counsel at a conservative Christian organization, Family Leader -- and the attorneys who represented him. They included attorneys with the Pacific Legal Foundation, a national firm that focuses on what it considers to be government overreach and has brought similar cases in Arkansas, Tennessee, Alabama and Louisiana.
"We appreciate all of your work in helping us get this across the finish line," Reynolds said.
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    [image: Demonstrators gather outside federal court buildings in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, to protest a Texas law known as SB4. Texas officials appeared before a three-judge federal appeals panel to defend a state law that would allow police to arrest migrants for illegally entering the United States, a week after the same three judges put the law on hold. (AP Photo by Kevin McGill)]
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- An attorney defending Texas' plans to arrest migrants who enter the U.S. illegally told a panel of federal judges Wednesday that it's possible the law "went too far" but that will be up to the court to decide.
The comment was made to a 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel that has already previously halted Republican Gov. Greg Abbott's strict immigration measure. Similar proposals that would allow local police to arrest migrants are now moving through other GOP-led statehouses, including many far from the U.S.-Mexico border.
Texas was allowed to enforce the law for only a few confusing hours last month before it was put on hold by the same three-judge panel that heard arguments Wednesday. No arrests were announced during that brief window. 
"What Texas has done here is they have looked at the Supreme Court's precedent and they have tried to develop a statute that goes up to the line of Supreme Court precedent but no further," Texas Solicitor General Aaron Nielson said. "Now, to be fair, maybe Texas went too far and that is the question this court is going to have to decide."

    


The panel did not indicate whether it believed Texas has overstepped but later questioned Nielson about the specifics and application of the law.




During the hourlong hearing in New Orleans, the Justice Department argued that Texas was trying to usurp the federal government's authority over immigration enforcement. Texas, however, insisted it would work with the federal government.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The law, known as SB4, allows any Texas law enforcement officer to arrest people suspected of entering the country illegally. Once in custody, migrants could either agree to a Texas judge's order to leave the U.S. or be prosecuted on misdemeanor charges of illegal entry. Migrants who don't leave could face arrest again under more serious felony charges.
Asked how the state would enforce judges' orders for migrants to return to the country from which they entered the U.S. illegally, Nielson said they would be turned over to federal officials at ports of entry. He then stumbled to explain how that is different from what is happening at the border now. At one point, Chief Judge Priscilla Richman questioned what, then, the provision accomplished. 

    


Daniel Tenny, an attorney representing the U.S. government, said the state was attempting to "rewrite Texas SB4 from the podium with regard to the removal provision."
Richman, an appointee of Republican President George W. Bush, previously ruled in favor of temporarily halting the law.
Judge Andrew Oldham, who was appointed by President Donald Trump and previously opposed the stop, suggested each provision of the law should be scrutinized to determine which, if any, are preempted by federal mandates. Oldham also posed scenarios to attorneys for the federal government of how elements of the law could play out. 
"If the court is persuaded that the criminal provisions of SB4 are preempted by federal law, as it indicated it was likely to do in the stay opinion, then really nothing that was said about the removal provisions matters," Tenny said. 

    


Abbott and other Republicans who approved the law say it's necessary because President Joe Biden's administration is not doing enough to prevent illegal border crossings. Justice Department officials have said it would create chaos in the enforcement of immigration law and affect foreign relations.
In the panel's 2-1 decision last month, Richman cited a 2012 Supreme Court decision that struck down portions of a strict Arizona immigration law, including arrest power. Opponents of the Texas law have said it is the most dramatic attempt by a state to police immigration since that Arizona law.
The panel's March 19 ruling came hours after the U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way for the Texas law to take effect. The high court, however, did not rule on the merits of the law and sent the case back to the appeals court for further proceedings.
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    [image: FILE - This image taken from Greenville Fire-Rescue's Facebook page on Feb. 28, 2024, shows fires in the Texas Panhandle. On Tuesday, April 2, 2024, Texas' top emergency manager told a panel of lawmakers that the state should establish its own firefighting aircraft division after a series of wildfires, including the largest in state history, scorched the Panhandle region this year. (Greenville Fire-Rescue via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Firefighters work through rubble of burned homes from the Smokehouse Creek Fire, Feb. 29, 2024, in Stinnett, Texas. Texas' top emergency manager told a panel of lawmakers that the state should establish its own firefighting aircraft division after a series of wildfires, including the largest in state history, scorched the Panhandle region this year. (AP Photo/Ty O'Neil, File)]
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[image: FILE - A business was destroyed by the Smokehouse Creek Fire, Feb. 29, 2024, in Stinnett, Texas. Texas' top emergency manager told a panel of lawmakers that the state should establish its own firefighting aircraft division after a series of wildfires, including the largest in state history, scorched the Panhandle region this year. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Classmates and friends help clean up at the Sanchez residence that was destroyed by the Smokehouse Creek Fire, Feb. 29, 2024, in Canadian, Texas. Texas' top emergency manager told a panel of lawmakers that the state should establish its own firefighting aircraft division after a series of wildfires, including the largest in state history, scorched the Panhandle region this year. (AP Photo/David Erickson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Classmates and friends help clean up at the Sanchez residence that was destroyed by the Smokehouse Creek Fire, Feb. 29, 2024, in Canadian, Texas. Texas' top emergency manager told a panel of lawmakers that the state should establish its own firefighting aircraft division after a series of wildfires, including the largest in state history, scorched the Panhandle region this year. (AP Photo/David Erickson, File)]
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                                        PAMPA, Texas (AP) -- Texas' top emergency manager told a panel of lawmakers that the state should establish its own firefighting aircraft division after a series of wildfires, including the largest in state history, scorched the Panhandle region this year.
But the local landowners tasked with helping the Legislature investigate the fires that were responsible for at least two deaths and burned through more than 1 million acres raised doubt during a Tuesday meeting in Pampa over the state's ability to handle such catastrophes.
"We don't control our own destiny, and I want to control our destiny," Nim Kidd, chief of the Texas Division of Emergency Management, told a crowd of more than 100 people at the MK Brown Heritage Room.
Pampa, a town of about 16,000 in Gray County about an hour northeast of Amarillo, is closer to Oklahoma than the Texas Capitol. Lawmakers decided to hold the hearings there to make it easier for victims of the fire to attend.

    


"This is not a Panhandle problem. This will have statewide effects," Republican Rep. Ken King, the committee's chair, told the mixed crowd of suits and cowboy hats. "We must do what we can to ensure this doesn't happen again."




The panel is expected to discuss what contributed to the wildfires, the allocation of response resources and the effectiveness of wildfire disaster preparedness.
It will also examine the coordination between local, state, and federal government agencies regarding prevention, disaster preparedness and response and plans to publish its report by May 1.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For days, ranchers and residents could only look to the sky and wonder where firefighting aircraft were as they watched the historic Smokehouse Creek fire rip across their land.
The fire, ignited by power lines, killed at least two people and left a charred landscape as it burned nearly 1,700 square miles (4,400 square kilometers) and spilled into neighboring Oklahoma.

    


Dozens of families were displaced after their homes and ranches were destroyed and their livestock killed.
Without its own fleet of aircraft to fight fires, Texas relies on a series of contractors. Many of the planes were being serviced at the time the fires started in late February.
"Did the federal government jump through hoops to catch up? Yes. But there was a delay," said Kidd, who has led TDEM for more than 13 years.
Kidd suggested Texas build its own firefighting air force with up to six aircrafts, costing at least $50 million.
"It won't be an easy venture to start with, and we will have to continue with contracts while this is built up and people are trained. It will take some time, " Kidd said.
He said the state would still need to utilize a mixture of private contracts and other options in the meantime.
Emmet Webb, who owns of Brazos River Helicopters and assisted with aerial firefighting efforts using his private helicopter, said Wyoming has one state-owned fire fighting helicopter to quickly address wildfires in their state.
The average cost of a firefighting helicopter is $1 to 2 million depending on the type, but once equipment is added the price can reach up to $40 million each.

    


Landowner Jason Abraham said he was skeptical of a state owned firefighting air force. Throughout the day long hearing, Abraham, local fire chiefs and other first responders levied sharp criticism of the state's response.
"I am asking if we are sure we want Texas to be in charge of this because we have seen these guys in action. They do not have a good reputation," Abraham said.
Another issue raised was a lack of communication between Panhandle volunteer fire departments and state and federal agencies. Officials said communication was fractured due to different radio frequencies between volunteer fire departments and state agencies.
"We have to get all on the same system statewide, but we can't afford to upgrade to digital. All we can do is hope and pray a grant comes along until then we are staying with the system we have," said Trent Price, Hoover Volunteer Fire Department Chief.
___
This story was produced by The Texas Tribune.
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                    Dev Patel wrote, directed and stars in "Monkey Man," a revenge thriller that delivers visceral fights and gunplay while grappling with some heady themes: "religion and faith and politics and identity and trauma," Patel says. Producer Jordan Peele championed the film behind the scenes, moving it from a streaming release on Netflix to a theatrical release by Universal Pictures on April 5. The 33-year-old Patel sat down with AP entertainment reporter Leslie Ambriz to reflect on how he worked social commentary into his action film, early acclaim at the SXSW festival -- and what his mother thought of his move into directing.
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    [image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Dev Patel on the set of "Monkey Man." (Akhirwan Nurhaidir/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from the film "Monkey Man." (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Dev Patel, left, and Sobhita Dhulipala on the set of "Monkey Man." (Akhirwan Nurhaidir/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: Dev Patel, left, and Jordan Peele pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Monkey Man' in London on Monday, March 25, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Dev Patel arrives for the world premiere of "Monkey Man" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Monday, March 11, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Jordan Peele poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Monkey Man' in London on Monday, March 25, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Dev Patel arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "Monkey Man" on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Sharlto Copley arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "Monkey Man" on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Sobhita Dhulipala arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "Monkey Man" on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)]
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Sobhita Dhulipala arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "Monkey Man" on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sobhita Dhulipala, foreground, in a scene from the film "Monkey Man." (Universal Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sobhita Dhulipala, foreground, in a scene from the film "Monkey Man." (Universal Pictures via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 18
This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sobhita Dhulipala, foreground, in a scene from the film "Monkey Man." (Universal Pictures via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from the film "Monkey Man." (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sharlto Copley in a scene from the film "Monkey Man." (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Dev Patel in a scene from the film "Monkey Man." (Akhirwan Nurhaidir/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: Pitobash arrives for the world premiere of "Monkey Man" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Monday, March 11, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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[image: CORRECTS ID - Producer Jomon Thomas arrives for the world premiere of "Monkey Man" at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival on Monday, March 11, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Makarand Deshpande arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of "Monkey Man" on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)]
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                                        BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) -- Dev Patel first pitched "Monkey Man" as "a revenge film about faith."
"Faith can be such a beautiful, powerful thing. It can bring us together. At its best, it should make us fight for each other instead of fighting against each other," says Patel, who is making his feature directorial and screenwriting debut with the action thriller out Friday. 
"Monkey Man" was inspired by the legend of Hanuman -- a Hindu deity revered for his strength, loyalty and courage. Patel says that he saw a lot of parallels between Hindu mythology and the iconography of the superheroes that we know of today, like Superman.
The film centers on a character named Kid -- played by Patel -- who makes a living working in an underground fight club and who later seeks to avenge his mother's horrific death by infiltrating the elite class of a Mumbai-like city. 

    


"Every day I've prayed for a way to protect the weak," Kid says in a scene from the film's trailer. Throughout the film, we learn that his mission extends beyond his family. Patel's character becomes a symbol of freedom, seeking justice for those who have been oppressed and displaced in the name of power, money and religion.




"We're talking about religion and how religion can weaponize a large mass of people. And it can be used to a horrible extent to inflict violence. At the same time, it can be such a beautiful teacher," Patel says. "The iconographies, the stories, the morals of right and wrong and courage, there's this duality to it. ... You look at these old temple carvings in India and it was so much more free, open, and radical in a way."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Oscar-nominated British actor grew up inspired by action heroes like Bruce Lee and fell in love with action films at a young age. 
"I was like, 'I can use a genre that I love so dearly to talk about the caste system,'" he says. "It came from a place of rage too, against what was happening in India. And it happens everywhere, really." 

    


The film is "is pointedly political in its fictionalized echoes of modern, Modi-led India," Associated Press film critic Jake Coyle wrote in his review, referencing its skewering of Hindu nationalism. ( In India, where movies and politics are often intertwined, "Monkey Man" is still awaiting clearance by the country's censor board and doesn't yet have a confirmed release date.) For Patel, the film, which features many Indian actors, speaks to issues of violence against women, the caste system and police brutality -- all issues that he says that, while taking place in India in the film, are also universal. 
"I've got a place here in LA, and, you don't need to look far to look at cases of police brutality or, you know, every society faces a sort of caste system," Patel says. 
He describes the action film's commentary as a way to reach individuals who might be on the wrong side of history. 
"How do I get them to watch this and feed them vegetables through a sort of entertaining Trojan horse so it doesn't feel like a lesson in politics or morals or whatever?" he asks. 

    


In addition to the fraught topic, the directorial debut was beset with challenges during production, including the coronavirus pandemic-driven shutdown, limited crew members and a series of physical injuries.
"I broke my hand, I broke my foot, I tore my shoulder. Everything that could have possibly gone wrong in the making of this film did go wrong," he told reporters at SXSW. "And it's really been a humbling experience."
Sharlto Copley, who plays Tiger, says Patel went through an unusual hell during the filming process. 
"I'm just filled with gratitude, really," Copley says. "I keep saying to Dev, it's like this grace that helped us through this one."
After surviving the grueling production process, the film was dropped by Netflix. Netflix did not respond to multiple requests for comment from the AP.
"The studio that first acquired it, they didn't really know what they'd bargained for," Patel says. "The actual film itself is a lot denser and it's saying a lot. Let's say that it's not your usual action scene on page one, and then you continue fighting nonstop. It's trying to do a bit more."

    


It was "just sitting there gathering dust," Patel says. He was ready to let it go when Oscar-winning writer and director Jordan Peele -- and Founder of Monkeypaw Productions -- swooped in to save the day, purchasing the film through his production partnership with Universal Pictures.
"He saw me as a filmmaker. He saw the pain I'd been through," recalls Patel. "He said, 'I hope you don't mind. I've shared it with Universal and we're going to buy it.' I literally -- I fell off my seat."
For Peele, "Monkey Man" reminded him of the '80s and '90s, when "movies were good."
"It was iconic. I felt passionately that it was demanding to be on the big screen," Peele says. "I could immediately see that this was a director who had gone through lengths and pushed and pushed and pushed because it really makes it to the screen. I mean, you have a film that is just absolutely huge, and the story of it is really intoxicating."

    


"Monkey Man" received a standing ovation at its SXSW premiere. Video shows Patel standing on stage, moved to tears.
"I did cry. I couldn't help it, man. You feel so raw up there, and the response was just magical," he says.
After investing so much time into this debut, Patel says it was a quote from the legendary writer Rabindranath Tagore his father shared with him that finally allowed him to let go and release "Monkey Man" to the masses.
"It's something about 'I've spent many days stringing and unstringing my instrument. And the song I came to sing remains unsung.' Something like that," Patel says. "I was like, 'Dad, I get you, man. I got to sing this song. I got to let it go.' And it's the biggest leap of faith when you finally just say, 'It's not perfect, but it's me. It represents me in this moment in time, in history, warts and all.'"
___
Watson reported from London. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dev-patel-monkey-man-ae29911f5f3c714b0222723ed4cfdbe3
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Kiss sells catalog, brand name and IP. Gene Simmons assures fans it is a 'collaboration'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    It's never really the end of the road for Kiss. The hard rock quartet have sold their catalog, brand name and IP to Swedish company Pophouse Entertainment Group in a deal estimated to be over $300 million, it was announced Thursday. (April 4)
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                                        It's never really the end of the road for Kiss. The hard rock quartet have sold their catalog, brand name and IP to Swedish company Pophouse Entertainment Group in a deal estimated to be over $300 million, it was announced Thursday.
This isn't the first time Kiss has partnered with Pophouse, which was co-founded by ABBA's Bjorn Ulvaeus. When the band's current lineup -- founders Paul Stanley and Gene Simmons as well as guitarist Tommy Thayer and drummer Eric Singer -- took the stage at the final night of their farewell tour in December at New York City's famed Madison Square Garden, they ended by revealing digitized avatars of themselves. 
The cutting-edge technology was created by George Lucas' special-effects company, Industrial Light & Magic, in partnership with Pophouse. The two companies recently teamed up for the "ABBA Voyage" show in London, in which fans could attend a full concert by the Swedish band in their heyday, as performed by their own digital avatars. 





    


The ways in which Kiss' avatars will be utilized has yet to be announced, but Pophouse CEO Per Sundin says fans can expect a biopic, a documentary and a Kiss experience on the horizon. 
An avatar show is scheduled to launch in the second half of 2027 -- but don't expect it to look anything like "ABBA Voyage," Sundin told the AP. And fans can expect it to kick off in North America.
Sundin says the goal of the purchase is to expose Kiss to new generations -- which he believes sets Pophouse apart from other acquisitions of music catalogs. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The record companies, the three big ones that are left, they're doing a fantastic job, but they have so many catalogs and they can't focus on everything," he says. "We work together with Universal (Music Group) and Kiss, even though we will own the artists rights, and we're doing it in conjunction with Kiss. But yes, we bought all rights, and that's not something I've seen that clear before."

    


"I don't like the word acquisition," Gene Simmons tells the AP over Zoom, assuring the band would never sell their catalog to a company they didn't appreciate.
"Collaboration is exactly what it's about. It would be remiss in our inferred fiduciary duty -- see what I just did there? -- to the thing that we created to abandon it," he continued. "People might misunderstand and think, 'OK, now Pophouse is doing that stuff and we're just in Beverly Hills twiddling our thumbs.' No, that's not true. We're in the trenches with them. We talk all the time. We share ideas. It's a collaboration. Paul (Stanley) and I especially, with the band, we'll stay committed to this. It's our baby."
And within that: no more live touring, for real. "We're not going to tour again as Kiss, period," he says. "We're not going to go put the makeup on and go out there."
Kiss are Pophouse's second investment outside of Sweden: In February, Cyndi Lauper entered a partnership with the company which including the sale of the majority share of her music and a new immersive performance project she's calling an "immersive theater piece" that transports audiences to the New York she grew up in.





    


The aim is to develop new ways to bring Lauper's music to fans and younger audiences through new performances and live experiences.
"Most suits, when you tell them an idea, their eyes glaze over, they just want your greatest hits," Lauper told the AP at the Pophouse headquarters in Stockholm in February. "But these guys are a multimedia company, they're not looking to just buy my catalog, they want to make something new."
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[image: This image released by Apple TV+ shows Brooke Taylor and Nisha Murali in a scene from "Girls State." (Apple TV+ via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- In the summer of 2022, days before the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, some 500 high school girls gathered in Missouri for a weeklong mock government camp in which they elected their own governor and seated an all-female Supreme Court that would rule on their own bodies.
Not everyone came from the same part of the political spectrum or felt the same way about abortion. But, for a handful of days, theirs were the voices that counted. It was during that week that documentary filmmakers Jesse Moss and Amanda McBaine chose to film the follow-up to their award-winning 2020 film "Boys State."
"It felt like we had gone from this sort of -- not quite utopia -- but this imagined, wonderful world where we had control of our bodies and we were involved in these conversations," says Nisha Murali, one of the handful of young women followed in the film. "And then it just got ripped away from us."

    


"Girls State," which debuts Friday on Apple TV+, is, like 2020's "Boys State," an election-year documentary where national political discourse is experienced and reflected through coming-of-age teenagers.




"The programs are uniquely sensitive instruments, picking up these frequencies of American political life. It's not a surprise that abortion would be front and center in that conversation," says Moss. "We knew the court would hear a single case. We prayed it wouldn't be speed limits -- which has happened."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even before "Boys State" premiered, the filmmakers were contemplating a "sibling" film. While there are many corollaries, "Girls State" is, in compelling and illuminating ways, not a twin to "Boys State."
The Boys State program, run by the American Legion since 1935, is more well known and better funded. (Bill Clinton, Dick Cheney and Rush Limbaugh are past participants. So is Mark Wahlberg.) The 2020 documentary, which chronicled the Texas Boys State, sought to capture whether the political attitudes of former President Donald Trump had filtered into young men. The results were a riveting microcosm.

    


Missouri teenager Emily Worthmore signed up for Girls State expecting an experience like she saw in that film. Worthmore, an affable, ambitious, conservative-leaning young woman from the St. Louis suburbs, arrived ready to engage in passionate political debates.
"But ours, because of the way it played out, it wasn't set up for us to be having these big debates and be fighting and all of that," says Worthmore. "Instead it was like: So why is it like this?"
What Worthmore and others realized was that the system of Girls State wasn't the same as the Boys State being held across the campus at Lindenwood University. The girls' program was funded by a separate organization, the American Legion Auxiliary, had a dress code that some deemed too strict and didn't schedule sports activities the way the boys' did. There was a camp cheer for the girls but not the boys. The Missouri governor attended the final ceremony at Boys State, but not Girls State.
As they do in so many facets of life, the young women of "Girls State" found themselves simultaneously pursuing a goal while being keenly aware of limitations placed on them.

    


"To me, one of the powers of this movie is making an invisible thing that's baked into the structure of everything visible," says McBaine. "I love that that then becomes part of the conversation after watching this film."
Whether due to those factors or others, there's a bond that connects the young women of "Girls State." The film isn't short on tension, disagreement or competition. But it's more marked by moments of supportiveness. One counselor addresses an assembly: "We all have, in our own different ways, grown up in a world where we've never seen a female president." 
"Even in going into 'Boys State,' people said, 'It's going to be Lord of the Flies.' And to some degree that is what you see. They're competitive and they lash out. But more what we saw -- and it was overwhelming with 'Girls State' -- was the need to connect," McBaine says.

    


Murali loses her bid for a Supreme Court seat but becomes friends with her political foe. After her defeat, Murali speaks reflectively about the pressure she and others are under to live up to expectations -- not least the expectations they have for themselves.
"As women we all kind of cloak ourselves in this idea of who we're supposed to be. Part of it is like a defense mechanism, at least for me. Part of it is anxiety," Murali says. "For me, a big part of that is this image of being very competent, very knowledgeable, very serious. Girls State for me was about trying to figure out how much of that was real."
Worthmore came into Girls State, as she says, having won every election she's entered since fourth grade. But while she quickly wins widespread admiration for her engagement with each girl there -- she makes a point to learn everyone's name -- Worthmore's gubernatorial campaign falls short. Her speech doesn't go the way she wants. Afterward, one of her competitors stops her on a stairwell and tells her, repeatedly, she doesn't have to be perfect.

    


"I think that's one of the best, most humanizing moments in the story," Worthmore says. "It was definitely something I needed to hear. I know that I don't need to be perfect, but at the same time you don't want to mess up."
In many ways, "Girls State" becomes a film less about political victory than defeat. After Worthmore's loss, she resolves to spend her final day at Girls State reporting a story on the inequalities between the two programs -- an act of journalism as inspiring as anything seen on film since "Spotlight." 
The headline on Worthmore's piece downplays some of the questions raised. But her article and others' criticisms led to some changes in the Missouri programs. The dress code was relaxed. Athletic opportunities were expanded. And now boys and girls have combined classwork.
"I think the real world has both genders," says Worthmore. "How real is the political system if you're only working with one?"
After spending years immersed in the simulations, the married filmmakers -- while raising their own two teenage daughters -- have come away only more convinced the American political system would be better served reflecting Girls State than the other way around. 
"It feels like something precious to hold on to," Moss says. "If we're going to have a political future that sustains this democracy, it seems sad to say that we would have to turn to 17-year-old girls to present that to us. But perhaps it makes perfect sense."
Murali, 18, is now studying engineering and philosophy at Texas A&M. She's unsure of her political future but knows she'll remain engaged. She remains changed by the experience. 
"I learned how to fail," she says. "I learned how to pivot after failing."
"It means something not just to me but a lot of the girls at Girls State who saw these cameras," Murali adds. "It means something to know that what you have to say is deemed important enough to be on camera."
Worthmore, 19, is now studying communications at Lindenwood, where she won a scholarship to during Girls State. The freshman has joined a journalism society, a sorority and works at the radio station.
"I already have an office overlooking the football field," she says. 
___
Follow AP Film Writer Jake Coyle on Twitter at: http://twitter.com/jakecoyleAP
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                                        Jay-Z's annual Made in America festival, held in Philadelphia over Labor Day weekend, has been canceled for the second year in a row.
The festival announced the cancellation on social media and its official website Wednesday. A specific reason was not outlined, and a representative for Made in America referred questions back to the statement.
"As purveyors of change, the Made In America executive production team is reimagining a live music experience that affirms our love and dedication to music and the work we do. We promise an exciting return to the festival," the statement read, without providing a timeline for the festival's return.
A lineup had not yet been announced. 
"Since its inception, this groundbreaking festival has celebrated music and community -- from creating a space for fans to connect, to uplifting local small businesses and shining a light on important causes. It has strived for accessibility, eliminating barriers through affordable tickets and location," Wednesday's statement said.





    


In August 2023, a month before the festival was scheduled to take place on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway with Lizzo and SZA as the headliners, Made in America announced the festival would not happen "due to severe circumstances outside of production control," according to a statement then.
"This decision has been difficult and has not been made lightly nor without immense deliberation," the organizers said in 2023. At the time, they said they were looking forward to returning the following year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When the festival was abruptly canceled last year, then-Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney expressed disappointment but said the city would "look forward to bringing Made in America back and bigger than ever to the Benjamin Franklin Parkway next year." A spokesperson for Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker did not immediately return comment about this year's cancellation.
The festival began in 2012 and, up until 2023, had been held every year since except for 2020 during the coronavirus pandemic. 
___
Associated Press journalist Brooke Schultz in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, contributed reporting.
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                    Over the years, the iconic criminal character of Tom Ripley has been played by Matt Damon, John Malkovich, Ian Hart and Dennis Hopper. Now, Irish actor Andrew Scott gets a turn in the Netflix limited-series "Ripley," opposite Dakota Fanning and Johnny Flynn. (April 3)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's time to take another trip to Italy, to the charming, cobblestoned streets of the Amalfi Coast, sipping coffee at cafes and looking for the la dolce vita. And it just wouldn't be fun without our favorite serial killer, right?
Tom Ripley is back for another turn at wearing dressing gowns and having Champagne on the terrace in "Ripley," a thrilling new Netflix series based on the enduring character created by novelist Patricia Highsmith in "The Talented Mr. Ripley." It premieres April 4.
"The idea that we know we're not supposed to like him, but we do want to see him get away with it is very interesting. What's it say about us?" asks Steven Zaillian, who created, directed and wrote the eight-episode adaptation.
Andrew Scott steps up to play Ripley, a scrappy check fraudster in grimy New York who is hired to locate a rich dilettante in Italy, but kills him and then impersonates him, leading to more murders and scams.

    


"Like with any sort of iconic literary character like that, people have very strong opinions -- he's a psychopath, he's a serial killer," says Scott. "Part of the challenge was how do you make an audience feel like what it's like to be Tom Ripley, rather than what is usually done, which is to want to feel like to be a victim of Tom Ripley."




The eight-hour canvas allows viewers time to watch him figure out how to get out of jams in real time, like a murder he commits in his apartment in the fifth episode. He needs to find the victim's car, clean up the crime scene, move the body and make it all seem like an alcohol-induced accident.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think because we sort of see every little step of how he figures things out and does things that we take part in them," says Zaillian. "He often doesn't know what he should do next, and neither do we. And so we become part of the process in that way." 
Scott, known for his stage work, the Emmy-winning "Fleabag" and recent film "All of Us Strangers," says it may take some viewers raised on TikTok a little while to adjust to a more sedate, deliberate storytelling pace -- one in which characters climb staircases, look at waves and make small talk. There is time to watch where an ashtray is bought before it's later used to bludgeon someone to death.

    


"You have to teach the audience how to watch it to a certain degree," he says. "There's certain times the pacing is really quite fast and there's certain times where you think this would take time and you have to stay with the agony and the thrill and the tension when things aren't going right. That's the way life is."
Zaillian, an Oscar winner for the screenplay of "Schindler's List," refused a suggestion to update Highsmith's book series and is careful to keep everything very early 1960s, even filming it all in black and white, like "Schindler's List."
"It puts us in that time period effortlessly and immediately. But more than that, I did not want what I would call a color postcard sort of Italy for this story, with sunny blue skies and lots of colorful outfits. That was not something I saw in my mind when I read the book and not something that I wanted to do in the show," he says.

    


If other TV shows are dialogue-driven, "Ripley" is more interested in the spaces between dialogue. It's all about suspicious looks, wary interactions and putting on a brave face with police inspectors and hotel clerks. 
"I was so excited by getting to communicate so much with micro-movements in the face and a look -- that thing where you can read someone's thoughts through their eyes," says Dakota Fanning, who plays the suspicious girlfriend of the rich dilettante Dickie Greenleaf.
Zaillian is faithful to Highsmith's novels but adds some of himself into the series, like making Ripley a fan of Italian painter Caravaggio, who worked with intense and unsettling realism and was also a killer.
"I found as I was writing it there's actually a connection between him and Caravaggio. They were both these sort of rascals and both ended up killing somebody. So it sort of grew from a personal moment that I had into a motif and then kind of into an aspect of his character," he says.

    


Like Caravaggio, the series is grounded in realism, from the rusty showerheads and the gritty, screeching subways of New York to the crumbling walls and pigeon poop-streaked statues in Italy. Cleaning up blood takes what seems like hours.
Ripley, who over the years has been portrayed by, among others, Matt Damon, John Malkovich, Ian Hart and Dennis Hopper, is played understated by Scott as a killer who makes mistakes, improvises and must double back to correct errors.
Zaillian thought of Scott for the role very early in the casting process, aware of his work in "Fleabag" and as Moriarty on the BBC series "Sherlock." He was smitten.
"I just found him really sort of watchable," Zaillian says. "I knew that since we spend so much time with somebody alone -- there's a lot of scenes where it's just us and him -- that he has to be watchable. We have to be able to see him think and express himself in a way that lets us know what he's thinking. And I found that Andrew was able to do that."

    


Johnny Flynn, who plays the golden boy Greenleaf, says filming in Italy took him to some of the most beautiful places on the planet but ones that got darker as the summer tourists left and the sun got lower, perfect for a noirish vibe. He and the cast were also reminded that many small Italian towns built on cliffs have many, many steps. 
"We were just out of breath all the time," he says, laughing.
Which is what can be said for lots of people who meet Ripley.
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
2. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
3. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
4. "The #1 Lawyer" by Patterson/Allen (Little, Brown)
5. "James" by Percival Everett (Doubleday)
6. "The Truth about the Devlins" by Lisa Scottoline (Putnam)
7. "The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store" by James McBride (Riverhead)
8. "A Fate Inked in Blood" by Danielle L. Jensen (Del Rey)
9. "House of Flame and Shadow" by Sarah J. Maas (Bloomsbury)
10. "First Lie Wins" by Ashley Elston (Viking/Dorman)
11. "Expiration Dates" by Rebecca Serle (Atria)
12. "The Hunter" by Tana French (Viking)
13. "Stitches" by Kihara/Ito (Viz)
14. "Never Too Late" by Danielle Steel (Delacorte)
15. "Three-Inch Teeth" by C.J. Box (Putnam)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)
2. "Becky Lynch" by Rebecca Quin (Gallery)

    


3. "Nourish" by Gisele Bundchen (Clarkson Potter)
4. "Get It Together" by Jesse Watters (Broadside)
5. "Age of Revolutions" by Fareed Zakaria (Norton)
6. "Raising Mentally Strong Kids" by Amen/Fay (Tyndale Refresh)
7. "Reading the Constitution" by Stephen Breyer (Simon & Schuster)


8. "We've Got Issues" by Phillip C. McGraw (Threshold)
9. "The Joy of the In-Between" by Ashley Hetherington (Waterbrook)
10. "The Wager" by David Grann (Doubleday)
11. "Clear Mind, Peaceful Heart" by Lysa TerKeurst (Thomas Nelson)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

12. "The Power Foods Diet" by Neal Barnard (Balance)
13. "Mostly What God Does" by Savannah Guthrie (Thomas Nelson)
14. "Outlive" by Peter Attia (Harmony)
15. "Supercommunicators" by Charles Duhigg (Random House)
_____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
2. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
3. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Book" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)
4. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
5. "For the Fans: Taylor Swift" by Catherine/Luchini (Mad Libs)

    


6. "Bride" by Ali Hazelwood (Berkley)
7. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Zando)
8. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
9. "Wildfire" by Hannah Grace (Atria)15. "King of Wrath" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
10. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
11. "How Does It Feel" by Jeneane O'Riley (Bloom)
12. "King of Wrath" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
13. "Weyward" by Emilia Hart (Griffin)
14. "The Coworker" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
15. "The Five-Star Weekend" by Elin Hilderbrand (Back Bay)
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'The Good Wife'-verse expands with new series 'Elsbeth' starring Carrie Preston

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    After playing the role of Elsbeth Tascioni, a quirky lawyer who is often underestimated, 19 times over the course of both "The Good Wife" and "The Good Fight," Carrie Preston is starring in her own show about the character called "Elsbeth" on CBS. (April 3)
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    [image: Carrie Preston poses for a portrait to promote her series "Elsbeth" on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP)]
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                                        It took about 14 years but Carrie Preston is finally playing her dream role full-time.
Preston stars in the new CBS procedural " Elsbeth," as Elsbeth Tascioni, a gifted attorney with a sharp eye for detail who is easily distracted. She also possesses joie de vivre and does not put on airs. Make no mistake though, Elsbeth is usually the smartest person in the room.
Viewers first met Elsbeth at the end of season one of "The Good Wife" which starred Julianna Margulies as a political wife who restarts her law career when her husband (Chris Noth) is arrested. Elsbeth was brought in as an attorney for Noth's character, Peter Florrick.
"I knew from the show that when they would hit on a guest actor that they liked or a character that they liked, they would bring her or him back," recalled Preston recently. "I didn't hear anything for a whole season. And I thought, 'OK, well, maybe that was that,' because I wasn't in season two at all. Then they called back and we all hit our stride at that point. We found the chemistry with the writing and the acting."

    


Preston won a guest actor Emmy Award in 2013 for her portrayal of the character on "The Good Wife." Elsbeth also appeared in multiple episodes of its spin-off for Paramount+ called "The Good Fight," starring Christine Baranski and Audra McDonald.


"Every time I played Elsbeth, I played her like it was the last time because I was always a guest. I played her 19 times over those two shows. That's really only a couple times a year if you spread it out. The opportunity to play her all the time is a dream come true," said Preston.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Michelle and Robert King, co-creators of "The Good Wife", "The Good Fight" and "Elsbeth" have maintained a good relationship with Preston over the years. Besides playing Elsbeth, she directed episodes of their Showtime thriller drama "Your Honor" and also "The Good Fight."

    


The Kings were always aware the Elsbeth character was a fan favorite, but it took a binge-watch of "Columbo" during the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic to prompt them to create a show for Preston.
"We realized what's fun about 'Columbo' is him being underestimated and him kind of not being able to control how smart he was," said Robert King.
"That's Elsbeth," added Michelle King.
"Elsbeth" debuted in February, took a break, and returns this week with two new episodes. The show will air a new episode weekly into May.
We meet Elsbeth now, still an attorney, but she has left Chicago for a job in New York helping the NYPD with their investigations. 
"We are doing a procedural, so the writing does have to honor the case of the week (format)," said Preston. "I'm finding it interesting to see how Elsbeth is in that situation. We're used to seeing her in a courtroom. We're not seeing that at all here."
Aside from being set in a new city, "Elsbeth" is written for a broader network audience and avoids the kind of political storylines that drove "The Good Fight" in particular.
"'The Good Fight' was such a ripped-from-the-headlines, overtly political show, which got harder and harder as the world became more and more complicated," said Jonathan Tolins, an executive producer and writer on "The Good Fight" who is now showrunner of "Elsbeth." "It's fun now to take (Preston's) character and throw her into something that's less dire and a little bit more escapist and fun." 

    


It's enjoyable to watch Elsbeth catch people by surprise with her intelligence but that's confounded because she's a woman.
"Elsbeth has the added advantage of the misogyny that comes of lower expectations just because she's a woman and sort of a ditzy woman," said Robert King. "Her ditzy-ness is not an act in our minds. It's kind of connected to her problem solving."
"I like to say that she's sort of putting everything in the Rolodex of her brain, because she doesn't know when she's going to need to go get that file out and use it," said Preston.
One of the hallmarks of "The Good Wife" and "The Good Fight" were recurring characters with distinct personalities who played attorneys and judges throughout the run of the shows. Fans were often tickled when a familiar face was brought back. "Elsbeth," says Preston, will do the same.

    


"We will start seeing some repeats of our little stable of detectives and they all have wonderful personalities," she said.
A number of known actors have also been cast in guest spots for the show's first season including Jesse Tyler Ferguson, Blair Underwood, Keegan-Michael Key, Retta and Gina Gershon.
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A swift rebound and unprecedented tickets sales for live music after pandemic shut venues down

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this July 10, 2019 file photograph, singer Taylor Swift performs at Amazon Music's Prime Day concert at the Hammerstein Ballroom in New York. Powered by big stadium tours from artists like Swift and Beyonce, ticket sales are booming and it appears likely that live acts will continue to draw massive crowds after the pandemic closed down concert venues globally for close to two years. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        Powered by big stadium tours from artists like Taylor Swift and Beyonce, ticket sales are booming and it appears likely that live acts will continue to draw massive crowds this year after the pandemic closed down concert venues globally for close to two years. 
Concert and event producer Live Nation confirmed this week what data has been showing for more than a year: With COVID largely in the rearview mirror, millions are seeking entertainment away from home and they're willing to spend a lot of money to do it. 
Live Nation, which owns Ticketmaster, said in a filing with regulators this week that 2023 brought all-time highs in both attendance and ticket sales. 
Attendance jumped a 20% to a staggering 145 million in 2023, compared with the previous year.




In 2021, when venues began reopening with mask requirements, attendance was a paltry 35 million. The company is not providing attendance figures for 2020, when COVID-19 began to spread. Attendance was 98 million in 2019. 

    


Live Nation expects demand to continue to snowball.
"This is going to be a great year," CEO Michael Rapino told investors on a conference call Thursday. "We actually look at 2025, it looks like it's going to be a monster stadium year again as that pipe kind of reloads itself."
And though Live Nation controls a huge part of the live event sector, others are also predicting big growth for the broader industry in the coming years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In December, entertainment data firm Pollstar reported that Taylor Swift's Eras Tour was the first tour to cross the billion-dollar mark in revenue and predicted a big 2024 for Swift as well. The magazine projected the Eras Tour will once again reach $1 billion within their eligibility window, meaning Swift is likely to bring in over $2 billion over the span of the tour.
In worldwide revenue, Swift's tour was followed by Beyonce and Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band. But it was a big year musically beyond top-tier tours. 

    


Ticket sales for the top 100 tours of the year worldwide jumped 46% from 2022, bringing in $9.17 billion in sales.
In North America, that number jumped from $4.77 billion in 2022 to $6.63 billion last year.
Additionally, an October report from Allied Market Research forecasts that the global live events industry market -- which includes everything from concerts to sporting events to conference -- would double in value, reaching $1.2 trillion by 2032.
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Alley Theatre in Texas puts on Thornton Wilder's last, unfinished play, 'The Emporium'

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by the Alley Theatre shows Christopher Salazar, right, and Raven Justine Troup in Alley Theatre]
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[image: FILE - American writer and playwright Thornton Wilder is shown in March 1968. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For Kirk Lynn, it was like a scene from "Raiders of the Lost Ark." He was in a library at Yale, nervously opening three bankers boxes. Inside were hundreds of pages of an unknown and unfinished play by the great playwright Thornton Wilder.
"My face just emotionally melted off," Lynn says, laughing.
Lynn, a novelist, playwright and screenwriter who teaches at the University of Texas at Austin, went through the 360 handwritten pages and, with the blessing of the Wilder estate, finished the play, "The Emporium."
The nine-scene work will make its debut at Alley Theatre in Houston from May 10-June 2, capping a remarkable treasure hunt and rescue mission for a forgotten work by a literary icon.
"We're giving the world a world premiere of a great American playwright that we didn't even know we had," said Rob Melrose, Alley's artistic director and the show's director. 

    


Lynn had dedicated a year to reading everything Wilder left behind when he died in 1975. Wilder's two previous full-length plays -- "Our Town" and "The Skin of Our Teeth" -- each won the Pulitzer Prize for drama. His novel "The Bridge of San Luis Rey" won the fiction Pulitzer.




Wilder's draw is as strong as ever, with a starry revival of "Our Town" scheduled for Broadway this fall with Jim Parsons, Katie Holmes, Richard Thomas and Ephraim Sykes.
In the late writer's letters, drafts and notebooks, Lynn sometimes found references to an unproduced third play, "The Emporium," inspired by Franz Kafka's "The Castle."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Kirk just said, 'This must exist somewhere,'" said Melrose.
When Lynn typed some of the reference numbers for materials at the Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library at Yale, he didn't know what was going to be in the banker boxes. He said it took all his strength not to grab the nearest scholar by the lapels and scream with joy when he lifted off the top of one box. 

    


The pages had been heavily worked on by the playwright, with sections crossed out and new dialogue written in the margins. Occasionally, Wilder grew bored and scribbled word games, like how many other words he could make from "plenitude," "hospice" and "invalid."
To say "The Emporium" is unfinished is not quite right. Over-finished might be better -- Wilder had multiple versions of each scene and it was up to Lynn to stitch the best version together and add some of his own lines. He likened himself to a carpenter, spackling over the seams to make it appear smooth.
"I felt like I unlocked a bonus level where not only can you read him, but you can touch the material and feel like you're working with him, which is great," he said.
The result is a funny, moving and experimental seven-actor play, with audience participation, jokes about Honey Boo Boo and Jodie Foster, a love story and surreal touches throughout, like a box of cards set on fire. "He's trying to write right at the edge of what he might be able to pull off," said Lynn.
The play -- about a mythical department store containing everything a person could possibly want -- is a metaphor for a life in the arts. We know this because Wilder thought it would be clever to have a prologue saying exactly that plopped into the play after intermission. Wilder didn't write the prologue, so Lynn stepped in.

    


Wilder wanted "The Emporium" to show how frustrating it is to be an artist. In a regular corporate job -- represented in the play by rival department stores -- hiring, promotions, bonuses and titles are clear. But it's hard to know how to enter the world of the arts and you often have to fake it until you make it.
Lynn suspects Wilder didn't finish "The Emporium" in part because of heightened expectations. "I think he's pretty scared that it's not going to live up to his own standards and his own potential," he said. "He's anxious about whether it will be another great work."
"The Emporium" has signature Wilder touches -- like goodbye speeches -- and autobiographical details, like a nod to the boarding houses he lived in and an orphanage that may be a reference to his own years in boarding school.

    


One puzzle facing Lynn was how to actually start the play. Wilder wanted it to be like a perfect circle that could be started at any scene. In some drafts, the play starts with scene seven. "It was a really fun problem," Lynn said.
Audiences these days are encouraged to watch shows quietly, but not at "The Emporium." Wilder asks them to make animal noises, hiss at characters and write things on cards. They're even told at some points to take out their phones and use the flashlight. 
"His idea from the beginning was that the audience was going to be cast in a choral role for every scene," said Melrose. "So in the first scene, they're a bunch of rioting customers outside the Emporium. The second scene, they're orphans. The third scene, they're sheep." 
Lynn and Melrose credit the Wilder estate -- including Wilder's nephew, Tappan Wilder -- with encouraging Lynn to put more of himself in the play and take risks. "To be invited into that was delicious," said Lynn.

    


This isn't the first time the Alley Theatre has been host to a world premiere of a lost play by a master playwright. In 1998, it produced the American premiere of Tennessee Williams' "Not About Nightingales," which went on to a Broadway run in 1999.
Melrose, formerly the artistic director and co-founder of the Cutting Ball Theater, recalls being jealous of Alley all those years ago and leapt at the chance when Lynn began discussing "The Emporium." 
"I thought, 'Oh, my God, this is a way I could get to do the thing I didn't get to do with Williams.' I actually get to do it with Wilder and I get to feel like I'm carrying that torch that Alley started."
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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                    AP Texas and Oklahoma chief photographer Julio Cortez, talks about the best tips and tricks to get the perfect shot during upcoming total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024. (AP Video/Shelby Lum)
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    [image: This combination of images shows Bad Bunny, from left, David Bowie, Bruce Springsteen and Taylor Swift. (AP Photo)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The total solar eclipse is quickly approaching. While you prepare to hit the road towards the path of total darkness or anticipate hours of traffic coming out of your watch party, you'll need something to listen to. And we've got your back.
Across 20 tracks, here's a comprehensive playlist of total solar eclipse (and total solar eclipse-adjacent) songs to listen to while preparing to take in the wonders of the universe on Monday. Listen to the full playlist on Spotify.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

A classic eclipse song: "Total Eclipse of the Heart" by Bonnie Tyler
There is no more appropriate song than Bonnie Tyler's karaoke classic, "Total Eclipse of the Heart." Try not to start a singalong with this one.
A rockin' eclipse song: "Blinded by the Light" by Bruce Springsteen
Not the synth-y cover by Manfred Mann's Earth Band -- Bruce Springsteen's spirited "Blinded by the Light" is an eclipse song for the ages, or at least for those hoping to put a little boogie in their viewing experience.

    


An eclipse song to dance to: "Blinding Lights" by The Weeknd
One of the greatest pop songs of the last decade, The Weeknd's "Blinding Lights" is not only an ideal song for speeding down a highway in the darkness -- safely, of course -- but also a Max Martin-produced earworm that will crawl into your brain and lodge itself there forevermore.




A grounded eclipse song, to remind you of the Earth: "Solar Eclipse" by YoungBoy Never Broke Again
The best YoungBoy Never Broke Again tracks bring the listener into his world: He names loved ones, he dives deep into his pain and he transforms it into affecting raps. "Solar Eclipse" centers his own mortality and what would happen to his kids if something were to happen to him. A total solar eclipse can be a time for existential thinking: This is a once-in-a-lifetime moment for many, and so it is important to value that lifetime.
An eclipse song for the introspective listener: "Moon at the Window" by Joni Mitchell

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Joni Mitchell's "Moon at the Window," a lover looks out towards the sky and sees "ghosts of the future / phantoms of the past," the folk legend sings atop jazzy instrumentation. There's a kind of melancholic whimsy here, and lyrical poetry, which makes this song an appropriate listen for a solar eclipse.

    


A throwback eclipse song: "Blue Moon" by Billie Holiday
What is a space-themed playlist without a "Blue Moon"? Originally written by Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart in 1934, the song has been covered countless times over the decades, but no other hits with the soul of Billie Holiday's 1952 take.
An eclipse song for the arty folk: "Starman" by David Bowie
If space is the final frontier, David Bowie knew of its powers -- and on Tuesday, with a quick listen to "Starman," we can all try a bit of his Ziggy Stardust.
An eclipse song for people very much in touch with the universe: "Space is the Place" by Sun Ra
The beauty of Sun Ra's "Space is the Place" is that it's taken from a 1970s Afrofuturist film of the same name. Start with the song and watching the eclipse in real time, end with a screening.
A righteous eclipse song: "Eclipse" by Earl Sweatshirt
Consider the distorted, reversed production of Earl Sweatshirt's short rap track as an interlude for this playlist -- a palate cleanser with a message.
The "it isn't an eclipse song, but it also isn't not an eclipse song" eclipse song: "Moonlight" by Jay-Z
"Moonlight," an undercelebrated cut from Jay-Z's momentous 2017 album "4:44," considers frequent exploitation of Black artists in entertainment. It's not an eclipse song in a traditional sense but considering his once-in-a-lifetime star power -- and that of his collaborators -- it feels like a fitting inclusion.
A sexy eclipse song: "Moonlight" by Kali Uchis
Colombian American musician Kali Uchis' songs center love, loss and divine femininity -- and so does her hit "Moonlight." In this sweet moment of pop astrology, the moon is a source of power.

    


An eclipse song for the Swiftie in your life: "Seven" by Taylor Swift
Looking up at the sky as a symbol of ambition, hope, nostalgia or innocence has a long literary history. It also functions as the perfect visual for Taylor Swift's "Folklore" cut "Seven." Swifties know what's up.
An idyllic eclipse song: "Moonshadow" by Cat Stevens
What is more fitting for an afternoon eclipse than the soft folk stylings of Cat Stevens' "Moonshadow"? It doubles as a great road trip song for country road driving, too, so for those who are traveling -- take note.
A dreamy eclipse song: "The Moon and the Sky" by Sade
From Sade's 2010 comeback album "Soldier of Love" comes "The Moon and the Sky," a soft soul song good enough for Earth and what exists above.
A romantic eclipse song: "Eclipse" by JACE Carrillo and Alyko
Venezuelan Canadian pop singer JACE Carrillo teams up with producer Alyko for this summery, romantic slow burn, "Eclipse." This is the one you'll want to turn up if you're planning on watching the total eclipse with your partner.
An eclipse song to get the afternoon party started: "La Noche de Anoche" by Bad Bunny and Rosalia
The eclipse will hit North America in the afternoon, so a full-on club banger is a little too nighttime for this daytime event. However, some sultry down-tempo reggaeton? That's on the table, courtesy Bad Bunny and Rosalia.

    


An R&B-pop bop for the eclipse: "Eclipse" by LOONA's Kim Lip
Not long after K-pop girl group LOONA debuted, Kim Lip was announced its sixth member and her solo single "Eclipse" was released -- a R&B bubblegum-pop song that confirmed her talents. Seven years on, its pleasant pop is worthy of this playlist.
An eclipse song that will immediately inspire a dance lesson: "Eclipse" by GOT 7
K-pop boy group Got7 marry future bass and anthemic rock in this barnburner of a pop song. Give yourself a few hours to learn the choreography to keep yourself occupied while you wait for totality to hit.
An explosive eclipse song for those who feel lonely when the moon covers the sun: "Eclipse" by MAMAMOO's Moonbyul
Moonbyul's "Eclipse" begins with a fake out: delicate production explodes into hard-hitting trap production and a gothic chorus -- loud synths and chugging guitars. "When the moon covers the sun / It feels like I'm alone," the K-pop girl group member sings, but that isolation doesn't last long.

    


The eclipse song that has to be present on every eclipse playlist: "Eclipse" by Pink Floyd
Can an eclipse playlist exist without ending with the massive drums and Hammond organ of Pink Floyd's "Eclipse"? We think not.
___
For more coverage of the 2024 total solar eclipse, visit https://apnews.com/hub/solar-eclipse-2024. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Robin Walter's "Little Mercy," a debut collection of verse that celebrates the natural world, has won the 2024 Academy of American Poets' First Book Award. 
Walter will receive $5,000 and a six-week residency in Umbria, Italy. Her book will be published next year by Graywolf Press, an independent publisher whose authors have included Maggie Smith, Elizabeth Alexander and former U.S. poet laureate Tracy K. Smith. The academy itself plans to purchase thousands of copies and distribute them to members. 
Walter's book was chosen by fellow poet Victoria Chang, who in a statement Wednesday called her work "melodious and wise."
"The beautiful and meditative poems in 'Little Mercy' are painterly, showcasing a perceptive speaker with a keen eye," Chang wrote. "These poems quietly and gently ask us to look at all the natural beauty and cruelty (but mostly beauty) we face each day, every minute, every second of our strange time on this earth."
The academy established the first book award in 1975, with previous winners including Jenny Xie, Alberto Rios and Sally Van Doren.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British counterterrorism police investigating the stabbing of a journalist who works for a TV channel critical of the Iranian government said that three suspects had fled the country within hours of the attack.
Pouria Zeraati, a presenter at London-based Iran International, was stabbed in the leg Friday afternoon outside his home in London. Police said Zeraati, who has been released from a hospital, was attacked by two men who fled in a car driven by a third man.
"We have established that after abandoning the vehicle, the suspects traveled to Heathrow Airport and have left the U.K.,'' Commander Dominic Murphy, head of the Metropolitan Police Counter Terrorism Command, said in a statement late Tuesday. "We are now working with international partners to establish further details.''
Police said that while the motivation for the attack is still unclear, Zeraati's occupation, together with recent threats to U.K.-based Iranian journalists, triggered a counterterrorism investigation. Iran International, a satellite news channel that broadcasts in Farsi, has previously received threats due to its coverage of Iran.

    


Mehdi Hosseini Matin, Iran's charge d'affaires in the U.K., has said "we deny any link" to the incident. 




Police say they have disrupted "a number" of plots to kill or kidnap people in the U.K. who were seen as enemies of the Iranian government. Officers are working with intelligence agencies to disrupt future plots and provide protection for the targeted organizations and individuals, police said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Early last year, Iran International temporarily shut down its operations in London and moved to studios in Washington, D.C., after what it described as an escalation of "state-backed threats from Iran." The station resumed operations at a new location in London last September.
___
This story corrects the day the statement was issued. 
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    [image: A view of the Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, where a Cuban art exhibition is being held, in Rabat, Monday, April 1, 2024. A show at Morocco's Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art is one of the first exhibitions of Cuban art at an African museum. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: A visitor observes artwork by Afro-Cuban painter Wifredo Lam at the Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in Rabat, Monday, April 1, 2024. A show at Morocco's Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art is one of the first exhibitions of Cuban art at an African museum. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: Abdelaziz El Idrissi, director of Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, interacts with an installation at a Cuban art exhibition, in Rabat, Monday, April 1, 2024. A show at Morocco's Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art is one of the first exhibitions of Cuban art at an African museum. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | Abdelaziz El Idrissi, director of Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, interacts with an installation at a Cuban art exhibition, in Rabat, Monday, April 1, 2024. A show at Morocco's Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art is one of the first exhibitions of Cuban art at an African museum. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A display of artwork at a Cuban art exhibition in Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in Rabat, Monday, April 1, 2024. A show at Morocco's Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art is one of the first exhibitions of Cuban art at an African museum. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: Tourists walk outside Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, where a Cuban art exhibition is being held, in Rabat, Monday, April 1, 2024. A show at Morocco's Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art is one of the first exhibitions of Cuban art at an African museum. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image: A display of artwork at a Cuban art exhibition in Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in Rabat, Monday, April 1, 2024. A show at Morocco's Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art is one of the first exhibitions of Cuban art at an African museum. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)]
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[image:  Thursday, July 13, 2023, in      .The latest battle over Western public lands and fossil fuels is simmering in the Rockies where a proposed multi-billion dollar, 88-mile railway would cut through Utah wilderness and streamline the movement of crude oil to Colorado and throughout the country. Initial approvals for the project by the U.S. Department of Transportation are raising questions about the Biden administration's stated commitment to wean the country off fossil fuels and could become a campaign issue in next year's election. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)   ]
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                                        RABAT, Morocco (AP) -- When Morocco 's King Mohamed VI visited Havana in 2017, Cuban-American gallery owner Alberto Magnan impressed him with a "full immersion" in the Caribbean island's art and culture, drawing a line between the cultural and historical themes tackled by Cuban artists and those from across Africa.
Seven years after that encounter, one of the first exhibitions of Cuban art at an African museum is showing at Morocco's Mohammed VI Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art. 
It's part of an effort to give visitors a view beyond the European artists who often remain part of the school curriculum in the North African nation and other former French colonies, museum director Abdelaziz El Idrissi said.
"The Moroccan public might know Giacometti, Picasso or impressionists," El Idrissi said. The museum has shown them all. "We've seen them and are looking for other things, too."

    


The Cuba show contains 44 pieces by Wifredo Lam -- a major showing of the Afro-Cuban painter's work more than a year before New York City's Museum of Modern Art will honor him with a career retrospective show in 2025.




"We're kind of beating MoMA to the punch," Magnan said.
The Morocco show also marks the first time that the work of another luminary, Jose Angel Toirac, is being displayed outside Cuba. Previously, his paintings depicting the country's late anti-capitalist president Fidel Castro in the iconography of American advertisements and consumer culture were not allowed off the island.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other works in "Cuban Art: On the other side of the Atlantic" -- open until June 16 -- show prevalent themes in Cuban art ranging from isolation and economic embargo to heritage and identity.
In Cuba, almost half of the population identifies as mixed race and more than 1 million people are Afro-Cuban. The island's diversity is a recurring subject for its painters and artists, including Lam. That's why it was important to show his work -- including paintings of African-inspired masks and use of vibrant color -- in Africa, Magnan said.

    


Morocco is among countries that have shown new interest in Cuban art since the United States restored diplomatic ties with Cuba in 2014 and Castro died in 2016. American art dealers and major museums flocked to the previously difficult-to-visit island.
But the intrigue was curbed by the COVID-19 pandemic and former U.S. President Donald Trump's decision to redesignate the country as a "state sponsor of terrorism," Magnan said.
Meanwhile, Morocco has increased funding for arts and culture in an effort to boost its "geopolitical soft power" in North Africa and beyond.
In both Morocco and Cuba, 20th century artists responded to political transition -- decolonization in Morocco, revolution in Cuba -- by drawing from history and engaging in trends shaping contemporary art worldwide.
But the current show does not touch on Moroccan-Cuban diplomatic relations, which were restored following King Mohamed VI's 2017 visit to Cuba.
The countries had cut ties decades ago over Cuba's position on the disputed Western Sahara, which Morocco claims. Cuba has historically trained Sahrawi soldiers and doctors and backed the Polisario Front's agenda at the United Nations.
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Small businesses apply for federal loans after Baltimore bridge collapse

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Crews continue to work through rain and limited visibility to remove the debris from the fallen Francis Scott Key bridge in Baltimore. More than a week after the bridge was struck by a cargo ship, new video shows the twisted metal and crushed shipping containers on top of the Dali. (AP video by Lea Skene)
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    [image: Small Business Administration administrator Isabel Guzman, surrounded by Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott, from left, Rep. Kweisi Mfume, D-Md., Baltimore County Executive Johnny Olszewski and Sen. Ben Cardin, D-Md., speaks during a press conference at the SBA business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: The Small Business Administration business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | The Small Business Administration business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8
The Small Business Administration business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott looks on during a press conference at the Small Business Administration business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott looks on during a press conference at the Small Business Administration business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott pauses during a press conference at the Small Business Administration business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott pauses during a press conference at the Small Business Administration business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott and Sen. Ben Cardin, D-Md., speak following a press conference at the Small Business Administration business recovery center, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Part of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge stand, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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Part of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge stand, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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[image: A USACE Catlett crew member looks at the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- A federal program offering loans to small businesses hurt by the collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge has received 500 applications, officials said.
The funds, which could start being distributed within about two weeks, are meant to help keep companies afloat as Baltimore's vital port remains closed to most maritime traffic, said Isabella Casillas Guzman, who heads the U.S. Small Business Administration. Guzman visited Baltimore on Thursday to meet with business owners, along with local and state leaders.
Businesses involved in transportation and supply chain logistics will likely suffer most in the short term, she said, but the long-term ripple effects will be widespread. 
"It's a full range of impact," she said following a roundtable discussion at an office in Baltimore that was opened in recent days to assist business owners after the deadly collapse, which has caused logistical problems for shipping along the East Coast. Baltimore's port handles more cars and farm equipment than any other similar facility in the country.

    


The assistance program offers low-interest loans of up to $2 million.




The Maryland Senate unanimously approved a bill Wednesday night authorizing the governor to use the state's rainy day fund to help unemployed port employees. That sends the bill to the Maryland House, which could approve the bill this week and send it to Gov. Wes Moore, a Democrat.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The legislation also would let the governor use state reserves to help some small businesses avoid layoffs and encourage companies that relocate elsewhere to return to Baltimore once the port reopens.
The Norwegian shipping firm Wallenius Wilhelmsen, which has a hub in Baltimore, said it estimates losses between $5 million and $10 million as a result of the port closure. One of its ships is among several currently stuck in Baltimore's harbor.

    


President Joe Biden is expected to visit the collapse site Friday.
The Key Bridge fell March 26 after being struck by the cargo ship Dali, which lost power shortly after leaving Baltimore, bound for Sri Lanka. The ship issued a mayday alert with just enough time for police to stop traffic, but not enough to save a roadwork crew filling potholes on the bridge. 
Authorities believe six of the workers plunged to their deaths in the collapse, including two whose bodies were recovered last week. Two others survived. The ship remains stationary, its 21 crew members still aboard. 
Crews are working to clear the steel wreckage and recover the remaining bodies, something made even more difficult by bad weather this week. They have opened two temporary channels meant primarily for vessels involved in the cleanup. A third channel for larger vessels is in the works. 
A ride on a Coast Guard boat Wednesday afternoon revealed a close-up of the devastation, including massive steel bridge girders twisted like ribbons, crushed metal shipping containers dangling perilously from the ship, and street lights jutting like toothpicks from the water.
Divers are still trying to get a sense of what lies beneath the surface. Sonar is being used to map the wreckage on the Patapsco River bottom in 50 feet (15 meters) of water. A large floating crane nicknamed "Chessy" is helping with the salvage.
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Total solar eclipse forecast: Will your city have clear skies Monday?

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This satellite image provided by NOAA shows clouds over North America on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (NOAA via AP)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Some who hope to witness Monday's total solar eclipse may see the sun obscured by clouds instead of by the moon. 
There's still plenty of time for forecasts to change, but meteorologists predict that eclipse day storms could blanket parts of the path, which stretches from Mexico and Texas through Maine and parts of Canada.
If clouds don't get in the way, viewers in the path wearing eclipse glasses will see the moon begin to slowly cover the sun until it is completely blocked, a period of darkness called "totality" during which temperatures drop and the sun's corona will be visible. 
What's the forecast along the eclipse's path?
Clouds are expected in much of the eclipse's path Monday thanks to storms that are moving across the central U.S. 
National Weather Service meteorologist Marc Chenard says the northeast U.S. currently has the best chance of clear skies, along with parts of Arkansas, Missouri and Illinois.

    


Canada, too, may have only light cloud cover that won't significantly impact the view. Higher, thinner clouds should still allow eclipse goers to glimpse the sun, while lower, thicker clouds could obscure the spectacle entirely.




Parts of Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and Texas are questionable. Northeast Texas, Chenard says, "could kind of go either way at this point." Mexico may also have low to mid-level cloud cover.
Thushari Jayasekara, a physics professor at Southern Illinois University, saw the 2017 eclipse from Carbondale, Illinois, where it was partially hidden by clouds. From her vantage point at the university's Saluki Stadium, the spectacle disappeared right as the final bit of the sun was extinguished by the moon. The crowd fell silent.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was dark, but we were not able to see the sun," she said. The clouds parted again during totality, allowing those in Carbondale to catch a glimpse of the full effect.
How accurate is the eclipse weather forecast?
"The uncertainty is still pretty high," Chenard said. The storms moving across the country make it difficult for meteorologists to predict exactly where and when clouds will arrive.

    


Weather conditions in the northeast U.S. have looked promising so far, but the timing and speed of Monday's storms may influence what cloud cover looks like for the rest of the country.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Weather Prediction Center will update the eclipse forecast daily until Monday.
How can I see the solar eclipse if it's cloudy or rained out?
Eclipse viewers can still watch the total solar eclipse online.
NASA will stream telescope views of the sun and on NASA TV starting at 1 p.m. EDT. Associated Press journalists will also bring live coverage of the eclipse from across the path, starting at 10 a.m. EDT with views from Mazatlan, Mexico, and other locations.
The Exploratorium museum, Time and Date and Slooh will also broadcast eclipse day views.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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As more storms approach California, stretch of scenic Highway 1 that collapsed is closed again

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A portion of Highway 1 is seen collapsed near Rocky Creek Bridge in Monterey County on Monday, April 1, 2024. An Easter weekend storm caused the collapse as part of one lane crumbled into the ocean south of the bridge at Palo Colorado on Saturday.(Bronte Wittpenn/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: A break in the southbound lane of Highway 1 at Rocky Creek Bridge in Big Sur, Calif., Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)]
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[image: A break in the southbound lane of Highway 1 at Rocky Creek Bridge in Big Sur, Calif., Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)]
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A break in the southbound lane of Highway 1 at Rocky Creek Bridge in Big Sur, Calif., Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BIG SUR, Calif. (AP) -- As more storms approach California, officials have closed a scenic stretch of iconic Highway 1 where a giant section collapsed into the ocean following heavy weekend rains.
The Monterey County Sheriff's Office had warned residents of parts of the coastal community of Big Sur to evacuate Wednesday before the road closed later that day. The road was expected to be closed for several days until the weather event passes, the office said. The Carmel Unified School District said the evacuation warning led to the closure of an elementary school and preschool on Thursday and Friday, news outlets reported. 




Convoy passage for vehicles through the area being repaired, planned for Thursday and Friday, has been canceled because of the forecasted rain, but was set to resume Saturday, the California Department of Transportation posted on social media. Crews will remain to check for any changes in conditions, officials said.

    


The collapse occurred Saturday near Rocky Creek Bridge, about 17 miles (27 kilometers) south of Monterey, temporarily stranding as many as 1,600 people in Big Sur. Most of the people trapped there were able to leave when a single lane was reopened Sunday, Caltrans spokesperson Kevin Drabinski said earlier this week.
The famous route has seen frequent closures because of collapses, mudflows and rockslides during severe weather. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/big-sur-california-highway-collapse-cb11966133915abb4774c83ba6ba0ea1
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California schools forced to compete with fast food industry for workers after minimum wage hike

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Cafeteria workers serve student lunches at Firebaugh High School in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Cafeteria worker Nuria Alvarenga serves lunch to students through a service window at Firebaugh High School in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Cafeteria worker Melina Orozco serves lunch to students at Firebaugh High School in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Cafeteria workers prepare pizza for student lunches at Firebaugh High School in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Cafeteria worker Claudia Rodriguez, right, serves students lunch at Firebaugh High School in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Firebaugh High School cafeteria worker Claudia Rodriguez prepares fruit cups for lunch in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Cafeteria worker Melina Orozco serves lunch to students at Firebaugh High School in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Cafeteria workers prepare pizza for student lunches at Firebaugh High School in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Cafeteria worker Claudia Rodriguez, right, serves students lunch at Firebaugh High School in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Firebaugh High School cafeteria worker Claudia Rodriguez prepares fruit cups for lunch in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | Firebaugh High School cafeteria worker Claudia Rodriguez prepares fruit cups for lunch in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9
Firebaugh High School cafeteria worker Claudia Rodriguez prepares fruit cups for lunch in Lynwood, Calif. on Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Demand for school lunches has increased after California guaranteed free meals to all students regardless of their family's income. Now, districts are preparing to compete with the fast food industry for employees after a new law took effect guaranteeing a $20 minimum wage for fast food workers. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- Lost in the hubbub surrounding California's new $20-per-hour minimum wage for fast food workers is how that raise could impact public schools, forcing districts to compete with the likes of McDonald's and Wendy's for cafeteria workers amid a state budget crunch.
The minimum wage law that took effect Monday guarantees at least $20-per-hour for workers at fast food restaurant chains with at least 60 locations nationwide. That doesn't include school food service workers, historically some of the lowest-paid workers in public education.
Yet demand for school meals is higher than ever in California, the first state to guarantee free meals for all students regardless of their family's income. And demand is projected to fuel an increase of more than 70 million extra meals in California schools this year compared to 2018, according to the state Department of Education. 

    


But these jobs typically have lots of turnover and are harder to fill. The minimum wage boost for fast food workers could make that even more difficult. 




"They are all very worried about it. Most are saying they anticipate it will be harder and harder to hire employees," said Carrie Bogdanovich, president of the California School Nutrition Association. 
Statewide, some districts have already taken steps to compete in the new reality. Last year, the Sacramento Unified School District -- anticipating the law's passage -- agreed to a 10% increase for its food service workers and other low-paying jobs, followed by another 6% increase July 1 of this year to bump their wages up to $20 per hour.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cancy McArn, the district's chief human resources officer, said it was the largest single raise in the district in nearly three decades. 
"We are looking not only at competing with districts and comparing with districts, we're also looking at fast food places," McArn said.

    


In Southern California, San Luis Coastal Unified doubled its food service staff to 40 people after seeing a 52% increase in the number of students eating school meals. The district prepares 8,500 meals daily for 7,600 students across 15 school sites -- breakfast, lunch and even supper options for youth in after-school sports and activities.
The district has since limited the number of its entry-level positions, which are the hardest to fill, while seeking to hire more for complex roles like "culinary lead" and "central kitchen supervisor" that require more skills and hours -- making them more attractive to job seekers.
"That's allowed us to be more competitive," said Erin Primer, director of food and nutrition services for the San Luis Coastal Unified School District.
Tia Orr, executive director of the Services Employees International Union California -- which represents both school food service workers and fast food employees -- said school districts and other service industries must consider raising wages because of this new law.
"This is a good thing, and it is long overdue," she said.
But some districts are limited in what they can do. In the Lynwood Unified School District in Los Angeles County, the starting salary for food service workers is $17.70 per hour and maxes out at $21.51 per hour, according to Gretchen Janson, the district's assistant superintendent of business services. She said these workers only work three hours per day, meaning they aren't eligible for health benefits. 

    


Janson says the district is waiting to see how employees react, adding: "We just don't have the increase in revenue to be able to provide additional funding for staff."
Nuria Alvarenga has worked food service in the Lynwood School District for 20 years. She makes $21 per hour now, but said she could likely earn more in fast food. 
While she said several co-workers were considering finding other jobs, she hasn't decided yet what she will do. She normally works at an elementary school, but has been filling in recently at a high school where she enjoys seeing former students recognize her as they stand in line for lunch.
"I'm so glad they still remember me," she said. 

    


School food service workers have gotten more support in recent years under a state push to expand school meals and make them more nutritious. That included $720 million in recent years for upgrades to school kitchens to better prepare fresh meals, plus $45 million to create an apprenticeship program to professionalize the industry.
It would be difficult for lawmakers to mandate a raise for school food workers given the complexities of the state's school funding formula. That's why some advocacy groups, including the Chef Ann Foundation, proposed a state-funded incentive program that would have given school food workers who completed an apprenticeship program a $25,000 bonus payable over five years.
That idea didn't make it into Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom's budget proposal released in January. The state is facing a multibillion dollar budget deficit, limiting new spending.

    


But pay raises aren't the only incentives school districts can offer. There's also health insurance, paid vacation, no night or weekend shifts and a pension that could guarantee a monthly income after retirement. Plus, school food workers have predictable hours, letting them work other jobs if they wish -- or in summer when school is out.
"Restaurants are laying off employees. They're cutting hours," said Eric Span, director of nutrition services for the Sweetwater Union High School District in San Diego County. "I think we should position ourselves to really talk about some stability."
Michael Reich, a labor economics professor at the University of California-Berkeley, said those factors could favor school districts when competing for workers.
"Working in a school cafeteria gives you more stability, job security and maybe less stress than in a profit making institution," he said. "So there's a lot of advantages from a community standpoint. But that's not to say they don't also want to get more money."
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April nor'easter with heavy, wet snow bears down on Northeast, nearly 700,000 without power

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A slow-moving nor-easter is causing massive waves to crash against the seawall off the coast of Massachusetts.
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    [image: A commuter struggles with her umbrella while walking through wind-driven rain near South Station, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Nick Perry)]
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[image: Donna Alexander of Grafton, Vt., shovels her sidewalk path to her house on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: Amber Morin of Saxtons River, Vt., carries a bag of groceries on Main Street after visiting the local market on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: Visitors on a bus tour view downtown Boston through rain-splattered windows during a rain storm, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A nor'easter has brought heavy wind, rain and snow to New England. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Commuters walk with umbrellas through wind-driven rain near South Station, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: A commuter walks past a destroyed umbrella while heading towards South Station through wind-driven rain, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: A pedestrian walks through downtown Boston during a rain storm, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. A nor'easter has brought heavy wind, rain and snow to New England. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Rain and strong wind sweep across the harbor during a spring storm, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)]
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[image: A passer-by carries an umbrella while walking in strong wind, Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Boston. A spring storm is bringing heavy rain and high winds across New England. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: People drive around in the snow in Bellows Falls, Vt., on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: A snowblower truck from Rockingham Highway Department clears the snow from downtown Bellows Falls, Vt., on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: A sidewalk plow clears the sidewalks on Atkinson Street in Bellows Falls, Vt., on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: David Herrick of Townshend, Vt., uses a tractor to remove the snow from his driveway on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: Yiren Zheng of Hanover, N.H., uses an umbrella to keep dry while walking down Atkinson Street in Bellows Falls, Vt., on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: Sue Venman of Saxtons River, Vt., shovels her driveway on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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Sue Venman of Saxtons River, Vt., shovels her driveway on Thursday, April 4, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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[image: A pedestrian walks beneath snow-laden trees Thursday, April 4, 2024 in Northfield, Vt., as a major spring storm dumped heavy snow on the region. (Jeb Wallace-Brodeur/The Times Argus via AP)]
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[image: Neighborhood residents walk around a crab apple tree that fell into the road on Winter Street in Montpelier, Vt., on Thursday, April, 4, 2024. Heavy snow caused widespread power outages in the northeast. (Jeb Wallace-Brodeur/The Times Argus via AP)]
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                                        A major spring storm brought heavy snow, rain and high winds to the Northeast into Thursday, downing trees and power lines and leaving around 700,000 homes and businesses without power. A woman was reported killed by a falling tree in a New York City suburb.
Two feet of snow is possible in parts of northern New England by Thursday evening, with wind gusts of 50 to 60 mph (80 to 97 kph) in coastal areas as well as inland, according to the National Weather Service. 
Maine and New Hampshire bore the brunt of the power outages, with about 341,000 and 155,000 respectively as of early Thursday afternoon, according to poweroutage.us. Local officials said the heavy, wet snow was to blame for bringing down trees and power lines.
"This was pretty much a classic nor'easter," said Stephen Baron, a meteorologist for the weather service in York, Maine. "This is definitely a high-end storm for April. It's not crazy for us to get snow in April but not usually getting double-digit amounts."

    


The weather service said it was the biggest April nor'easter to hit the region since 2020.
Over a foot of snow had fallen in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire, where some residents who had lost power checked in at the The Wolfeboro Inn, general manager Shawn Black said.




"This is a lot of heavy, wet snow," he said. "And the wind is out of the northeast, so it's really not nice in a sense of temperature-wise, especially when the speed gets up to gusts of 55 mph. While I was out on the snowblower I could really feel my forehead just go numb."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Heavy snow made travel treacherous in northern parts of New England and New York, and numerous accidents were reported.
A crash shut down Interstate 95 northbound near Lewiston, Maine, for a short time on Thursday morning. In Windham, Maine, near Portland, a Jeep lost control and struck a police cruiser, but no one was injured. 
The storm brought mostly heavy rain to southern portions of the Northeast, as well as high winds. 

    


Late Wednesday afternoon, a tree fell on a vehicle in the Westchester County, New York, hamlet of Armonk, killing a woman who was the only person inside, police said.
Dozens of flights at airports in the region were canceled or delayed. Many schools and government offices were closed in northern areas.
State government was shutdown in Maine, where a special commission investigating the October mass shooting in Lewiston had to postpone a scheduled hearing.
"We recommend that you stay off the roads if you can, but if you must travel during the storm, be sure to give plow trucks, utility crews, and emergency first responders plenty of room as they work to keep us safe," said Maine Gov. Janet Mills.
Utilities in northern New England said they were prepared for the storm, but power restoration could still be lengthy.
"Weather conditions are going to be hazardous on Thursday, and we ask everyone to use caution on the roads," said Jon Breed, spokesperson for Central Maine Power. 
Whipping winds and driving rain battered Boston. Staff at the New England Aquarium there did a sweep of the roof to make sure nothing could blow into the sea lion habitat, which is partially exposed to the outdoors. The storm caught some visitors off guard.

    


"I just saw the wind and the rain and I just bought this little poncho to protect myself," said Claire Saussol, who was visiting Boston from France on Wednesday. "I wasn't prepared with the warm clothes. It's worse than the north of France! Very worse, but it's ok. It's a pretty city."
Meanwhile, cleanup work continued in several states wracked by tornadoes and other severe weather blamed for at least three deaths. 
Forecasters said heavy, wet snow would persist across Wisconsin and Upper Michigan into Thursday, with 6 to 10 inches (15 to 20 centimeters) overall possible in far-northern Wisconsin, 2 to 4 inches (5 to 10 centimeters) in Madison but just a trace in Milwaukee.
Severe weather earlier in the week knocked out power to thousands of homes and businesses in several other states. Tornadoes touched down in Oklahoma, Kentucky, Tennessee and Georgia. 

    


Storms in northeastern Oklahoma on Tuesday unleashed three suspected tornadoes and dumped heavy rain that was blamed for the death of a 46-year-old homeless woman in Tulsa who was sheltering inside a drainage pipe.
In Pennsylvania, a woman in her 80s was killed in the Philadelphia suburb of Collegeville on Wednesday when a tree fell on her car, officials said.
___
Associated Press writers Bruce Shipowski in Toms River, New Jersey, and Patrick Whittle and Holly Ramer in Boston contributed to this report.
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Voodoo doll, whoopie cushion, denture powder among bizarre trash plucked from New Jersey beaches

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: An alcoholic beverage bottle sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A plastic bag sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A tampon applicator sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | A tampon applicator sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bag of pet waste sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A crushed beverage can sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A tampon applicator sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A bag of pet waste sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A crushed beverage can sits on the sand in Brick N.J. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, the day that the Clean Ocean Action Environmental Group released a report showing that volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items of trash along New Jersey's 127-mile coastline last year. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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                                        BRICK, N.J. (AP) -- Jersey Shore beach season is almost here, and if last year is any indication, it will soon be time to pack the voodoo dolls, whoopie cushions, zip ties and denture powder.
Those were just a few of the bizarre items plucked from the sands of New Jersey's beaches last year by volunteers with the Clean Ocean Action environmental group, according to a report the group released Thursday.
Nearly 3,700 volunteers picked up and disposed of 176,206 items along the state's 127-mile (204 kilometer) coastline. Many were mundane and sadly common, like bottle caps, cigarettes and plastic pieces. 
Then there are the oddities: a 50-pound bag of rice; a Baby Yoda doll; a severed Barbie head. And then there was the food fryer. Who even BRINGS a food fryer to the beach, much less leaves it behind?
Also left seaside were boxer shorts; a bra; a bikini; fake eyelashes; fishnet stockings and a jockstrap; along with a pregnancy test, result unknown.

    


Cindy Zipf is executive director of Clean Ocean Action, which has carried out beach sweeps at the beginning and end of beach season since 1985. They've collected nearly 8.5 million items of trash, recycling what can be reprocessed. She called the report a "guilt list of our region's worst littering ways."




"It's hard to fathom," she said. "From the quirky to the funny to really just plain gross, you just can't make this stuff up."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nearly 80% of the total haul was plastic in some form. Bottle caps and lids accounted for over 13% of the total haul, followed by food and candy wrappers or bags, miscellaneous plastic pieces, cigarette butts and more than 10,000 plastic straws or beverage stirrers. 
But others could only be described as head-scratching, particularly considering that they were left behind on a public beach.
Take, for instance, the ample supply of auto parts. These included an automobile gas tank, four car batteries, a bumper, an air compressor and 24 tires.

    


At least some beachgoers were well-groomed as they littered. Volunteers found an electric razor; a container of body hair remover (because there was nowhere to plug in the razor?); denture cleansing powder; scissors; and a full-length mirror.
There was a dustpan, a Philadelphia Eagles banner, two crock pots with lids, and a small refrigerator. 
And of course, there was leftover food: six pineapples and a coconut, a fortune cookie, a can of tuna, and a box of Valentine's candy.
That last one just proves that Jersey Shore beach sweeps are like a box of chocolates - you never know what you're gonna get.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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    [image: This image provided by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission shows BLACK+DECKER Model HGS011 Easy Garment Steamers. About two million Black & Decker-branded clothing steamers are now under recall, Thursday, April 4, 2024, after consumers reported dozens of burn injuries that resulted from hot water spewing out of the products. According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, Empower Brands is significantly expanding a previously-announced recall of Black & Decker Model HGS011 Easy Garment Steamers. (U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- About 2 million Black & Decker-branded clothing steamers are now under recall after consumers reported dozens of burn injuries that resulted from hot water spewing out of the devices.
Empower Brands is significantly expanding a previously announced recall of Black & Decker Model HGS011 Easy Garment Steamers, according to a notice posted Thursday by the Consumer Product Safety Commission.
Nearly 520,000 of these steamers were recalled back in November 2022. At the time, a repair remedy was offered -- but there have been continued reports of burn injuries involving the repaired units since, the CPSC said. Empower Brands is now recalling another 1.6 million steamers to cover all units of the model, including those that were previously repaired, and offering full refunds instead.
The recalled steamers can spray or leak out hot water during use, posing burn hazards, the product-safety commission said.

    


To date, Empower Brands has received 317 reports of hot water expelling from the steamers, resulting in 82 burn injury reports, seven of which were second-degree burns. Ninety-four of these incidents --including 19 of the burn injuries -- involved repaired units or models that had an updated design, the CPSC said.




The Black & Decker Model HGS011 Easy Garment Steamers were sold in a variety of colors at retailers such as Walmart, Target, Bed Bath & Beyond and Amazon, as well as the Black & Decker website, between June 2021 through February 2024.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The recalled products can be identified by their label, model number and UPC code -- all of which are listed on the CPSC's notice.
Consumers are instructed to stop using the impacted steamers immediately and contact Empower Brands, a subsidiary of Middleton, Wisconsin-based Spectrum Brands Inc. for a full refund.
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    [image: FILE - Retired Houston Police Department officer Gerald Goines leaves the court after Judge Veronica M. Nelson quashed two felony murder indictments against him, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at Harris County Criminal Courts at Law in Houston. On Wednesday, April 3, the former Houston police officer was reindicted on murder charges for his role in a 2019 deadly drug raid that led to the death of a couple and revealed systemic corruption problems within the police department's narcotics unit. (Yi-Chin Lee/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- A former Houston police officer has been indicted again on murder charges for his role in a 2019 deadly drug raid that led to the death of a couple and revealed systemic corruption problems within the police department's narcotics unit.
The reindictment by a grand jury on Wednesday of Gerald Goines on two felony murder counts came a week after a judge dismissed two similar murder charges he had previously faced.
Goines is charged in the January 2019 deaths of a married couple, Dennis Tuttle, 59, and Rhogena Nicholas, 58. Prosecutors allege Goines had lied to obtain a search warrant by making up a confidential informant and wrongly portraying the couple as dangerous heroin dealers. That led to a deadly encounter in which Tuttle, Nicholas and their dog were fatally shot and police found only small amounts of marijuana and cocaine in the house. Five officers, including Goines, were injured in the raid. 

    


Last month, state District Judge Veronica Nelson dismissed the previous two murder indictments that Goines, 59, faced. Goines has maintained his innocence.
The ruling came after Goines' lawyers argued the previous indictments were flawed in how they used the underlying charge of tampering with a government record to indict him for murder.




Nicole DeBorde, one of Goines' attorneys, said she was not surprised by the new indictments.
"Without having seen the indictments, we cannot say what motions, if any, will need to be filed to address the new indictments," DeBorde said Thursday in an email.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris County District Attorney Kim Ogg said prosecutors were looking forward to presenting their case at trial, which is scheduled for June. Goines is also facing federal charges in connection with the case.
"We feel confident that Gerald Goines will be brought to justice and that the victims in this case will finally have their story told," Ogg told reporters Wednesday.

    


Mike Doyle, an attorney representing Nicholas' family, said in a statement that his clients, who have filed a federal civil rights lawsuit, "will not stop their fight" for justice.
"The Nicholas family has seen so many starts and then stops again in the criminal cases that they can only hope both the District Attorney and U.S. attorney's offices secure some level of justice, finally," Doyle said.
A dozen officers, including Goines, tied to the narcotics squad that carried out the raid were later indicted on various other charges following a corruption probe.
Since the raid, prosecutors have reviewed thousands of cases handled by the narcotics unit. 
The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals has overturned  22 convictions linked to Goines.
One of the other cases tied to Goines that remains under scrutiny is his 2004 drug arrest in Houston of George Floyd, whose 2020 death at the hands of a Minnesota police officer sparked a nationwide reckoning on racism in policing. A Texas board in 2022 declined a request that Floyd be granted a posthumous pardon for his drug conviction following his arrest by Goines. 
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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    [image: A sign announcing that a home is under contract is displayed in Wilmette, Ill., Thursday, March 28, 2024. On Thursday, April 4, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week's average U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]


    

    
        
            
                    A sign announcing that a home is under contract is displayed in Wilmette, Ill., Thursday, March 28, 2024. On Thursday, April 4, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week's average U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The average long-term U.S. mortgage rate rose modestly this week, holding below 7% as it has for much of this year.
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage rose to 6.82% from 6.79% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.28%. 
When mortgage rates rise, they can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, limiting how much they can afford in a market already out of reach for many Americans. 
Rates have been drifting higher and lower in recent weeks, often from one week to the next. The average rate for the benchmark 30-year mortgage is now just below where it was two weeks ago.
After climbing to a 23-year high of 7.79% in October, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage has remained below 7% since early December, though it also hasn't gone below the 6.6% it averaged in January.

    


In late February, it got up as high as 6.94% after stronger-than-expected reports on inflation, the job market and the economy clouded the outlook for when the Federal Reserve may begin lowering its short-term interest rate.
Many economists expect that mortgage rates will ease moderately this year, but that's not likely to happen before the Fed begins cutting its benchmark interest rate. Last month, the central bank signaled again that it expects to make three rate cuts this year, but not before it sees more evidence that inflation is slowing from its current level just above 3%.




How the bond market reacts to the Fed's interest rate policy, as well as other factors can influence mortgage rates. Current indications are mortgage rates will remain higher for a while longer.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"While incoming economic signals indicate lower rates of inflation, we do not expect rates will decrease meaningfully in the near-term," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist. 
The U.S. housing market is coming off a deep, 2-year sales slump triggered by a sharp rise in mortgage rates and a dearth of homes on the market. The overall pullback in mortgage rates since their peak last fall has helped provide more financial breathing room for homebuyers.

    


Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes rose in February from the previous month to the strongest pace in a year. That followed a month-to-month home sales increase in January.
Still, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains well above where it was just two years ago at 4.72%. That large gap between rates now and then has helped limit the number of previously occupied homes on the market because many homeowners who bought or refinanced more than two years ago are reluctant to sell and give up their fixed-rate mortgages below 3% or 4%.
Even so, the pace of new homes hitting the market in the leadup to the spring homebuying season has been stronger than last year. 
Active listings -- a tally that encompasses all the homes on the market but excludes those pending a finalized sale -- jumped nearly 24% in March from a year earlier, according to Realtor.com. That marks the fifth consecutive month of annual inventory growth. 

    


Home shoppers last month still had far fewer options than they did before the pandemic. In March 2019, active listings were nearly 38% higher.
Meanwhile, homeowners looking to refinance their home loan got a break this week. Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages fell, pulling the average rate to 6.06% from 6.11% last week. A year ago it averaged 5.64%, Freddie Mac said.
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                                        HARPER WOODS, Mich. (AP) -- A dog missing in California since the summer turned up more than 2,000 miles away in Michigan.
Police in Harper Woods, a Detroit suburb, responded to a call about a stray dog last week, picked up the terrier mix and contacted an animal welfare group.
Grosse Pointe Animal Adoption Society said it quickly discovered that the dog, named Mishka, had an identity chip implanted in her with information about her owner.
Mehrad Houman and his family live in San Diego but were in Minneapolis when the phone rang. He drove 10 hours to Michigan for a reunion with Mishka, the adoption group said on a Facebook post with pictures and video.
"This is a tale that Hollywood would love to tell," the group said.
Harper Woods police confirmed its involvement Thursday. A message seeking additional comment was left for the animal organization.

    


Mishka had disappeared in July from Houman's workplace.
"She was clean, well-fed. Whoever had her took good care of her," said veterinarian Nancy Pillsbury, who examined the 3-year-old dog, gave her a rabies shot and cleared her to travel home to California.
"How she got here -- that's a story only Mishka knows," Pillsbury told The Associated Press.
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- The final four of 11 anti-abortion activists charged with blocking access to a Tennessee clinic in 2021 have been convicted of violating the federal Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act.
Eva Edl, Eva Zastrow, James Zastrow, and Paul Place were found guilty Tuesday by a federal judge in Nashville. They face up to six months in prison, five years of supervised release, and fines of up to $10,000, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Middle District of Tennessee.
The four participated in a blockade of the carafem reproductive health clinic in Mount Juliet, Tennessee, a town 17 miles (27 kilometers) east of Nashville, nearly a year before the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. The event was organized by anti-abortion activists who used social media to promote and live-stream actions that they hoped would prevent the clinic from performing abortions, according to court documents. 

    


At the time, abortion was still legal in Tennessee. It is now banned at all stages of pregnancy under a law with very narrow exemptions.
Prosecutors say the four people convicted on Tuesday positioned themselves directly in front of the main clinic door, physically blocking access to the clinic so that no patients were able to enter. Police asked them to leave or move multiple times, but they refused. After more than two hours, they were arrested.




Six other participants were convicted in January on more serious felony conspiracy charges for organizing and participating in the blockade. Chester Gallagher, Paul Vaughn, Heather Idoni, Calvin Zastrow, Coleman Boyd, and Dennis Green each face up 10 1/2 years in prison and fines of up to $260,000. Sentencing is scheduled for July 2.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One defendant, Caroline Davis, pleaded guilty in October to misdemeanor charges related to the blockade and cooperated with prosecutors. She is scheduled for sentencing later this month. 

    


President Bill Clinton signed the clinic access law in 1994 following a string of high-profile attacks against abortion clinics, which included the fatal shooting of Dr. David Gunn outside an abortion clinic in Pensacola, Florida, in 1993 -- the first abortion provider killed in the U.S.
___
This story has been corrected to show the defendants were convicted on Tuesday, not Wednesday. 
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[image: People walk past the New York Stock Exchange Wednesday, April 3, 2024 in New York. Healthcare business Solventum started trading at the NYSE on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are rising Thursday and climbing back toward record heights, as Wall Street makes its final moves ahead of a jobs report that could shake the market on Friday.
The S&P 500 was up 0.8% in afternoon trading and sitting just below its all-time high. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 183 points, or 0.5%, as of 12:40 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 1.2% higher.
Conagra Brands climbed 5% after the company behind such food brands as Birds Eye and Duncan Hines reported a milder dip in revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected. It also delivered a better profit than forecast.
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    Stocks have been bouncing back. AP business correspondent Damian Troise reports.

    

Levi Strauss jumped 17% after its latest quarterly results likewise topped expectations. It also slightly raised its forecast for profit over its full fiscal year as it shifts to selling jeans directly to consumers.

    


They helped offset an 19.4% drop for Lamb Weston, a supplier of fries and other frozen potato products that said a transition to a new planning system hurt its ability to fill customer orders. It said the impact from the transition has likely passed, but it lowered its sales and profit forecast for the year. It also cited softer trends for restaurant traffic in the near term. 




The stock market's gains trimmed nearly all of the S&P 500's loss for the week. It had sunk from its record earlier this week after surprisingly strong data on the U.S. economy raised worries that the Federal Reserve may not deliver as many cuts to interest rates this year as it's hinted.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One of the big reason the U.S. stock market stormed more than 20% higher from November through March was the expectation that the Fed would cut its main interest rate several times. But Fed officials have said they need to see additional proof inflation is heading down toward its 2% target before acting, a message Chair Jerome Powell reiterated on Wednesday. 

    


A report on Thursday may have offered some encouraging signals. It showed slightly more U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week, though the number remains low compared with historical standards.
Wall Street is looking for the job market to cool enough to remove upward pressure on inflation, but not so much that it throws too many people out of work and causes a recession.
That's raised the anticipation for a report coming Friday, where the U.S. government will show how much hiring happened across the country last month. Economists expect it to show a cooldown in March from February.
"As always, the monthly jobs report will have the final say," said Chris Larkin, managing director, trading and investing, at E-Trade from Morgan Stanley.
Treasury yields were holding relatively steady in the bond market and gave up earlier gains following the release of the jobless claims report.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury held steady at 4.35% from late Wednesday. The two-year yield, which moves more on expectations for the Fed, ticked up to 4.69% from 4.67% late Wednesday.
Stronger-than-expected reports on the economy earlier this week, including a surprise return to growth for manufacturing, had sent Treasury yields spurting higher.

    


In stock markets abroad, indexes were modestly higher in Europe and much of Asia.
Analysts say Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co's facilities may get quicker-than-expected relief -- easing concerns about production halts -- after a powerful earthquake struck Wednesday. Trading was closed in Taiwan, as well as in China, for a national holiday.
___
AP Business Writers Yuri Kageyama and Matt Ott contributed. 
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Legislation that would authorize a lottery and other types of gambling in Alabama is headed to a conference committee as lawmakers try to bridge divisions over sports betting and the number of casino sites.
The Alabama House of Representatives voted Thursday to reject Senate changes to gambling legislation and go to a conference committee to try to negotiate a compromise. Lawmakers are trying to find common ground between a sweeping House-passed plan that would include sports betting and up to 10 casinos with table games and a scaled-back version of the bill, which excluded sports betting and allowed fewer casinos, that was approved by the Alabama Senate.
Rep. Chris Blackshear, the House sponsor of the bill, told representatives that he believed the Senate was leaving the potential for hundreds of millions of dollars in revenue "on the floor" with the scaled-back bill.

    


"I think we need to have some detailed conversations with the Senate conferees... I think there are some details we can provide to them that may help them understand why we sent the package that we did," Blackshear said. 




House members had approved a proposed constitutional amendment to allow a state lottery, sports-betting at in-person sites and online platforms, and up to 10 casino sites with table games and slot machines. The Senate plan eliminated sports betting and reduced the number of potential casino sites. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Senate version would allow a state lottery, electronic wagering machines at dog tracks and several other locations and require the governor to negotiate a compact with the Poarch Band of Creek Indians. A compact could pave the way for the tribe to have full-fledged casinos with table games at its three sites in the state.
Any gambling proposal would have to be approved by both three-fifths of lawmakers and a majority of voters. Alabamians have not voted on gambling since a proposed lottery was rejected in 1999.
House Speaker Nathaniel Ledbetter said in a statement that he was hopeful that lawmakers will find a compromise. 
"If one thing has been made clear throughout this process, it's that the people of Alabama want and deserve an opportunity to vote on this issue," Ledbetter said. 
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                                        NAPLES, Fla. (AP) -- NASA says it's investigating whether an object that crashed into the roof of a home in southwest Florida last month came from the international space station.
Workers for the space agency picked up the object from the homeowner in Naples, Florida, last week and took it to the Kennedy Space Center, across the state in Cape Canaveral, where it is being analyzed to determine its origin, NASA spokesman Josh Finch said Thursday in an email.
"More information will be available once the analysis is complete," Finch said.
Space debris typically burns up while reentering Earth's atmosphere.
The object pierced the roof of a home owned by Alejandro Otero on March 8. He told television station WINK that he was notified by his son about the crashing object while he was on vacation. He came back early to check it out and found a cylindrical-shaped object weighing nearly 2 pounds (0.91 kilograms) that had ripped through his ceiling and torn up the flooring.
"I was shaking. I was completely in disbelief. What are the chances of something landing on my house with such force to cause so much damage," Otero said. "I'm super grateful that nobody got hurt."
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Gov. Tony Evers on Thursday signed into law a bipartisan bill requiring Wisconsin schools to teach Asian American and Hmong American histories.
Evers signed the bill at an elementary school in Wausau, which is home to about 4,700 Hmong. That is 12% of the city's residents, making Wausau the highest per-capita Hmong population in the state and country, according to the Hmong American Center.
"The Hmong and Asian American communities are a critical part of our state's history, culture, economy, and our future," Evers said in a statement. "It's important that we celebrate our shared histories and honor the people who help make Wisconsin the state it is today."
Persecuted as an ethnic minority in their ancestral lands in China, the Hmong fled first to the mountains of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. There, tens of thousands fought for the United States in the Vietnam War. When Communist regimes swept the region, they escaped to refugee camps in neighboring Thailand and, starting in the mid-1970s, resettled largely in California farm country, Minneapolis and central Wisconsin. 

    


Wisconsin's Hmong population of 50,000 places it third highest behind California at 80,000 and Minnesota at 70,000, according to the Hmong American Center.


Current Wisconsin law requires K-12 schools to teach Black, Hispanic and Native American histories. The new law adds Hmong and Asian American histories to this required curriculum. The goal is to promote greater awareness and understanding of Hmong and Asian American histories, cultures and traditions.
The measure had broad support in the Legislature, including from the state education department, the state teachers' union and the Wisconsin Council of Churches. There were no registered opponents.
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                                        MASARDIS, Maine (AP) -- A tractor-trailer in Maine crashed into a freight train, causing two cars to derail and injuring the truck's driver and his dog, which had to be put down.
The crash happened shortly before 1:30 p.m. Wednesday on Route 11 in Masardis in northern Maine, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) southwest of Presque Isle.
The Department of Public Safety said a 26-year-old man was driving a big rig with a load of wood chips when he apparently was not able to stop at the railroad crossing as the train was passing. The man was brought to a hospital with serious injuries, and his dog was taken to a veterinarian for treatment, the agency said. The dog had to be euthanized because of its injuries, officials said.
No one on the train was injured. The train cars that were struck were empty, officials said.
Route 11 was reopened Thursday morning, after heavy machinery including a crane was brought in to clear the crash site, the department said. Officials had expected it to take two or three days to clear the site.
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                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- A K-9 was killed "heroically" protecting a correctional officer, who was responding to a violent attack involving apparent gang members, Virginia prison officials said. 
Rivan, a 5-year-old Belgian Malinois, died despite life-saving measures after being "violently and repeatedly stabbed and kicked" by the inmates involved in the assault, the Virginia Department of Corrections said in a news release Wednesday. 
Three inmates affiliated with the MS-13 gang attacked another inmate Tuesday inside a housing unit at the Sussex I State Prison, with another inmate appearing to supervise the assault, the department said. Corrections Officer Kharmishia Phillip Fields and Rivan, her assigned K-9, were working in the area and responded to stop the attack and protect the inmates, the department said in a news release. 
Rivan sustained injuries but Phillip Fields, a four-year veteran of the department, did not, "due to her training and Rivan's courageous actions," the news release said. Corrections officers ended the assault, and the inmate who was attacked was treated for injuries at a hospital and returned to the prison, according to the department. 

    


"The loss of Rivan is truly tragic, but it is important to remember he did not die in vain," Virginia Department of Corrections Director Chad Dotson said in a statement. "He lost his life while potentially saving the lives of two people, his assigned Officer and an inmate. The VADOC will never forget Rivan's sacrifice."




The department's statement did not identify the inmates who were involved by name but said at least three were verified members of MS-13. All four were in the U.S. illegally when they were arrested and convicted, the department said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They had been incarcerated on charges ranging from first-degree homicide to attempted rape and counts related to child sexual abuse images. 

    


The department said it intended to seek prosecution of the inmates to the fullest extent of the law and that no further details would be provided amid an investigation. 
Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin said on social media that the "barbaric members of MS-13 will be held accountable."
Rivan would have turned 6 on April 30 and had been with the department since 2019. A memorial service is being planned. 
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Civil rights organizations and other groups filed a lawsuit Thursday challenging a new Alabama law that criminalizes certain types of assistance with absentee ballot applications.
The Alabama State Conference of the NAACP, the League of Women Voters, and other groups are plaintiffs in the lawsuit that says the law "turns civic and neighborly voter engagement into a serious crime" and disenfranchises voters, including senior citizens and disabled voters who may need assistance in the absentee voting process.
The new prohibition, which was approved by lawmakers and signed into law by Gov. Kay Ivey last month, restricts who can prefill or return absentee ballot applications -- the form that voters send to request an absentee ballot be mailed to them. The new law makes it a misdemeanor to return another person's ballot application or distribute an absentee ballot application that is prefilled with information such as the voter's name. It would become a felony -- punishable by up to 20 years in prison -- to pay someone to distribute, order, collect, deliver, complete or prefill someone else's absentee ballot application.

    


"SB1 takes Alabama backwards as it violates the law, restricts our basic Constitutional Amendment rights, obliterates freedom of speech. It marginalizes voters' access to the ballot box," Benard Simelton, president of the Alabama State Conference of the NAACP, said in a statement.




Republicans in the Alabama Legislature had named the bill a key priority for the year and aimed to get it in place before the November election. Republicans argued a voter could still request help with actual voting, but the restrictions on absentee ballot applications was needed to combat voter fraud through "ballot harvesting," a term for the collection of multiple absentee ballots.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An email to a spokesperson for Alabama Secretary of State Wes Allen seeking comment on the lawsuit was not immediately returned Thursday morning.

    


"Free and fair elections are the foundation of our constitutional republic. The passage of SB1 signals to ballot harvesters that Alabama votes are not for sale," Allen said in a statement last month after the new law was approved.
Opponents argued that there is no proof that ballot harvesting exists and called it an attempt to suppress voting by absentee ballot.
A federal judge in June blocked a Mississippi law from taking effect that named a short list of people who can "collect and transmit" an absentee ballot. The judge wrote that the Mississippi law violates the Voting Rights Act, a federal law that says any voter who is blind, disabled or unable to read may receive assistance "by a person of the voter's choice."
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                                        CONNERSVILLE, Ind. (AP) -- Police shot and wounded an Indiana man they say fired at officers investigating a report of a domestic disturbance, state police said.
The 42-year-old Connersville man was taken to Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, Ohio, where his condition "is unknown at this time," Indiana State Police said Thursday morning in a news release.
The agency, which is investigating the shooting, said preliminary information shows officers from the Connersville Police Department and the Fayette County Sheriff's Department in eastern Indiana were sent to a home in Connersville around 10 p.m. Wednesday about a reported domestic disturbance. 
Officers found that a female had exited the home but that the man was still inside. A SWAT team was called in after he refused to surrender and leave the home about 50 miles (80 kilometers) east of Indianapolis, state police said.

    


SWAT team members used a loudspeaker to try to communicate with the man, who eventually approached the home's front door carrying a rifle, raised it at "officers in a threatening manner" and refused to drop the weapon, police said.




After a SWAT team member sent tear gas into the home, police said, the man fired at officers, who returned fire before losing sight of him. Police said he later returned to the home's front door armed with the rifle and officers fired, striking him at least once.
The man was removed from the home for medical treatment after a drone was sent inside to locate him.
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Free blue checks are back for some accounts on Elon Musk's X. Not everyone is happy about it

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The X logo is shown on a computer screen in Belgrade, Serbia, July 24, 2023. X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, has started restoring complimentary blue checks to some "influential" users. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Elon Musk's X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, has begun restoring complimentary blue checks for some of its users, the latest unexpected shift to cause a lot of confusion on the platform. 
For years, Twitter's blue checks mirrored verification badges that are common on social media, largely reserved for celebrities, politicians and other influential accounts. That changed months after Musk bought the platform for $44 billion in October 2022.
Last year, X began issuing verification checks only to those who paid the starting price of $8 per month for it, and stripping verification badges from many celebrities and other prominent accounts. That also led to confusion, complaints, and a large number of fake accounts pretending to be someone else, blue check included. 
But late Wednesday night and early Thursday, numerous users reported seeing the blue checks return to their accounts, or appear for the first time, despite the fact that they were not paying for "premium" services on X.

    


Musk said last week that all X accounts with more than 2,500 verified subscriber followers would get Premium features -- which includes a checkmark -- for free going forward, and that accounts with over 5,000 would get Premium+ for free.




Specific reasoning behind this new policy was not clear. X did not immediately respond to a request by The Associated Press for comment Thursday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Reactions were mixed. While a handful of users were excited about the verification, others were frustrated. 
"What happened? I didn't pay for this. I would NEVER pay for this," actress Yvette Nicole Brown, who appeared to be among the prominent names to see a blue check return, wrote in a post Wednesday evening.
As X's blue check has also evolved into what some argue is a signal of support for the platform's new ownership and subscription model, a few other accounts even shared instructions on how to get their newly-placed blue checks removed through settings changes.

    


In posts about the blue checks this week, some users shared a notification they received on the platform that said they were getting the free Premium subscription "as an influential member of the community on X."
Multiple AP staff had also received verification status that they did not pay for or request as of Thursday.
Beyond blue checks, X has faced user and advertiser pushback amid ongoing concerns about content moderation as well as the spread of misinformation and hate speech on the platform, which some researchers say has been on the rise under Musk. 
Big-name brands including IBM, NBCUniversal and its parent company Comcast, in November said they would stop advertising on X after a report from liberal advocacy group Media Matters showed their ads appearing alongside material that praised Nazis. Marking yet another setback as X tries to win back ad dollars, the platform's main source of revenue, Musk responded with an expletive-ridden rant accusing the companies of "blackmail" and essentially told them to go away.
X has since also attempted to sue those who have documented the proliferation of hate speech and racism on the platform -- including Media Matters and the non-profit Center for Countering Digital Hate. A federal judge dismissed the suit against the center last week.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When tackling your taxes, it can sometimes be hard to figure out whether to opt for a standard deduction or itemize.
According to tax pros, itemizing generally only makes sense if your itemized deductions, taken together, add up to more than the current standard deduction of $13,850 for a single filer and $27,700 for a married couple.
Here's what you should know:
Standard deduction versus itemizing
For the vast majority of tax filers, the standard deduction is the way to go.
"Generally, taxpayers whose total itemized deductions are less than the standard deduction (based on their filing status) will benefit from taking the standard deduction. However, if the taxpayer's total itemized deductions are greater than their standard deduction, they must itemize," says Kathy Pickering, chief tax officer at H&R Block.
There are a few exceptions, though, and some things to consider itemizing that people sometimes forget.

    


"One situation where it may be beneficial to itemize is when the taxpayer is claimed as a dependent on another taxpayer's return, and their standard deduction is limited," says Pickering.
Deductions can include amounts paid for eligible state and local income taxes, real property taxes, personal property taxes, mortgage interest, disaster losses, gifts to charity, and a portion of medical and dental expenses, among others.


According to Tom O'Saben, director of tax content and government relations at the National Association of Tax Professionals, the biggest three potential deductions for most people are mortgage interest, charitable donations in cash or in property (a separate form must be filled out for anything over $500, and appraisal must be done for anything over $5,000), and eligible state and local taxes (known as SALT), which for most people is now capped at $10,000.
Deductions for the self-employed or business owners

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"For the small business owner, almost all tax-deductible business expenses come out of their checkbook. Capturing those is the easy part. But there are a few things that are easy to miss," says Keith Hall, CEO of the National Association for the Self-Employed (and a CPA himself).

    


Car use for small business is one thing. Keep a log in your car. When you go see a client or go to the post office or supply store, jot down those miles. They add up. 65.5 cents per mile is allowed as a deduction for 2023.
The home office deduction is also easy to miss. If you have a dedicated home office for your business, $5 per square foot can be deducted.
Retirement fund contributions can also be deducted, Hall says. Those contributions save tax dollars today. A simplified employee pension fund is something many small business owners have.
"The SEP is as easy to open as opening a bank account and they can contribute up to 20 percent of their profit into that account, and it's tax deductible," says Hall.
Above-the-line and below-the-line deductions
Pickering points out that there are two types of deductions to consider; above-the-line and below- the-line.
"Above-the-line deductions can be claimed without needing to itemize your deductions and can still be claimed when also claiming the standard deduction. Below-the-line deductions can only be claimed if the taxpayer itemizes their deductions," Pickering explains.

    


A common above-the-line deduction is for student loan interest paid. This can be taken even if the standard deduction is taken instead of itemized deductions.
O'Saben says other above-the-line deductions to consider are $300 per tax filer ($600 if a married couple who are both teachers) for K-12 teachers on non-reimbursed expenses used in the classroom like disinfecting wipes and protective masks. And members of the military who travel should also remember to include deductions for non-reimbursed expenses, he says.
On the other hand, deducting qualified interest a homeowner pays on their mortgage is a below-the-line deduction, available only to those who opt for itemized deductions instant of taking the standard deduction amount.
Other below-the-line deductions to consider are medical expenses, although they must exceed 7.5 percent of gross income to be eligible, O'Saben says.

    


"In most cases, the list of deductions cannot include health insurance premiums, because those were usually deducted from their paycheck before taxes. It also can't include over-the-counter supplements or elective things like plastic surgery. Also, these expenses need to have been fully paid for," he says.
"I have been doing taxes for over 33 years, and I always tell my clients that it's the reality of what you spent money on that's going to drive this."
Check for state- and industry-specific deductions
Sometimes it makes sense to check with your state for state-specific deductions, O'Saben says.
"I'm in Illinois, where they allow an instructional materials credit for K-12 teachers of up to $500 credit. That's a $500 reduction in your taxes," he says.
Unlike deductions, which reduce your taxable income, credits reduce your final tax bill.
___
Find more of AP's tax season coverage here: https://apnews.com/hub/personal-finance
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    [image: FILE - The Ford F-150 Lightning displayed at the Philadelphia Auto Show, Friday, Jan. 27, 2023, in Philadelphia. With U.S. electric vehicle sales starting to slow, Ford Motor Co. says, Thursday, April 4, 2024, it will delay rolling out new electric pickup trucks and a new large electric SUV as it adds gas-electric hybrids to its model lineup. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- With U.S. electric vehicle sales starting to slow, Ford Motor Co. says it will delay rolling out new electric pickup trucks and a new large electric SUV as it adds gas-electric hybrids to its model lineup.
The Dearborn, Michigan, company said Thursday that a much ballyhooed new electric pickup to be built at a new factory in Tennessee will be delayed by a year until 2026.
The big electric SUV, with three rows of seats, will be delayed by two years until 2027 at the company's factory in Oakville, Ontario near Toronto.
The retreat comes as U.S. electric vehicle sales growth slowed to 2.7% in the first quarter of the year, far below the 47% increase that fueled record sales and a 7.6% market share last year. Sales of new vehicles overall grew nearly 5%, and the EV market share declined to 7.1%.
Hybrid sales, however, grew 45% from January through March, while plug-in hybrids, which can go a short distance on battery power before a gas-electric system kicks in, grew 34% according to Motorintelligence.com.

    


Ford also said it "expects to offer" hybrid versions of all its gasoline passenger vehicles by the end of the decade in North America.




Industry analysts say most early technology adopters and people who want to cut emissions have already purchased EVs. Automakers now have to convince skeptical mainstream buyers to go electric, but those customers fear limited range and a lack of charging stations. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ford expects pretax losses for its electric vehicle unit to widen from $4.7 billion last year to a range of $5 billion to $5.5 billion this year. But it foresees commercial vehicles making $8 billion to $9 billion, up from $7.2 billion last year. Gasoline powered vehicles and hybrids are expected to make $7 billion to $7.5 billion, about even with last year.
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    [image: A sign seeking truck drivers is displayed at a business in Gary, Ind., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. On Thursday, April 4, 2024, the Labor Department reports on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The number of Americans applying for jobless benefits rose to their highest level in two months last week, but layoffs remain at historically low levels as the labor market continues to chug along despite elevated interest rates.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that filings for unemployment claims for the week ending March 30 climbed by 9,000 to 221,000 from the previous week's 212,000. 
The four-week average of claims, which evens out some of the weekly volatility, rose modestly to 214,250, an increase of 2,750 from the previous week.
In total, 1.79 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended March 23, a decline of 19,000 from the previous week.
Weekly unemployment claims are considered a proxy for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since the pandemic purge of millions of jobs in the spring of 2020.

    


The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in an effort to bring down the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy roared back from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. Part of the Fed's goal was to loosen the labor market and cool wage growth, which it believes contributed to persistently high inflation.




Many economists thought the rapid rate hikes could potentially tip the country into recession, but jobs have remained plentiful and the economy has held up better than expected thanks to strong consumer spending.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In February, U.S. employers added a surprising 275,000 jobs, again showcasing the U.S. economy's resilience in the face of high interest rates. 
At the same time, the unemployment rate ticked up two-tenths of a point in February to 3.9%. Though that was the highest rate in two years, it is still low by historic standards. And it marked the 25th straight month in which joblessness has remained below 4% -- the longest such streak since the 1960s.

    


The March jobs report comes out on Friday.
Though layoffs remain at low levels, there has been an uptick in job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, eBay, TikTok, Snap, Amazon, Cisco Systems and the Los Angeles Times have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, UPS, Macy's and Levi Strauss also have recently cut jobs.
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    [image: FILE - Billionaire philanthropist MacKenzie Scott arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party, March 4, 2018, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Scott announced Tuesday, March 19, 2024 she would give $640 million to more than 360 organizations in response to an application process she launched last year. The award is more than double the amount that she initially promised in an ]
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                                By THALIA BEATY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Much about billionaire philanthropist MacKenzie Scott's giving remains a mystery, but those receiving grants from her recent open call for nonprofits do offer some insights, experts say. 
Scott's grants, announced in March, largely fall in line with her usual themes -- with equity and justice, education, health and economic security and opportunity being the largest categories. However, a slightly larger percentage of the most recent grants went to democracy-focused organizations, said Gabrielle Fitzgerald, founder and CEO of Panorama Global.
Organizations working on "race and ethnicity" and "youth development" were the two largest categories according to the database of gifts on her Yield Giving website. Generally, Scott has given the most grants to organizations in the U.S. South, while in the latest round, California and New York were the states with the largest number of recipient nonprofits. 

    


Understanding Scott's giving, which she doesn't discuss beyond essays on her website, remains a high priority for many nonprofits dreaming of receiving one of her large, unrestricted gifts. Scott, who has pledged to give away more than half of her wealth, said she has donated more than $17.3 billion to more than 2,300 nonprofits since 2019. However, her net worth is currently about $37 billion, according to Forbes, about $2 billion more than she had after her divorce from Amazon founder Jeff Bezos was finalized.




To expand her donations, Scott last year offered nonprofits the chance to apply for $1 million grants through a new initiative run by Lever for Change. She required nonprofit applicants to have annual budgets between $1 million and $5 million, capturing a small percentage of the more than 1.8 million nonprofits in the United States. Ultimately, Scott decided to donate more than the $250 million she initially pledged to applicants.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scott and her team chose 361 nonprofits out of a pool of 6,353 applicants and awarded them either $1 million or $2 million, providing an overall $640 million in gifts. 

    


"She's been an inspiration for a lot of people, but not a lot of people are acting upon that inspiration," said Pamala Wiepking, a professor at the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy at Indiana University, who has studied the impact of unrestricted giving on nonprofits. 
Along with her coauthors, Wiepking found a mismatch between the missions of many funders who want to effect major social changes and the way they actually give grants, which are often for specific projects for limited periods of time. She regularly speaks with funders who are interested in learning more but she doesn't see many changing their patterns. 
Fitzgerald, of Panorama Global, which has studied Scott's giving, including the impact of these large gifts on nonprofits, hoped Scott would continue to roll out additional applications, especially to smaller organizations.
"I think the interesting question will be: Will she drop down to the below $1 million annual budget nonprofits in the future?" Fitzgerald said. She also urged Scott to consider offering organizations she's previously supported another round of funding, saying, "Her gifts are super generous, but unfortunately, they don't provide long term sustainability."

    


Early on, Scott was criticized for a lack of transparency. Though she released a public database of her gifts in 2022, she remains essentially unreachable. 
"The open call, it's definitely clear that it was a response to some of the questions around transparency and access," said Elisha Smith Arrillaga, vice president at The Center for Effective Philanthropy, of the recent application process. She is curious to learn what the process was like from the perspective of the nonprofits who applied and to see what mix of giving methodologies Scott deploys going forward.
Lever for Change said it was not facilitating any other round of applications for Scott. 
The call to offer nonprofits unrestricted funding goes back decades. In 2019, five major U.S. foundations pledged to end the "starvation cycle" of nonprofits, recognizing that they were undercutting the work of their grantees by withholding funding for nonprofit operations, sometimes called "overhead." 

    


In addition, many major funders actually want to participate in the work of their grantees in some way, to offer their expertise in a topic. Some foundations also provide training or other support to grantees and solicit feedback from them. So far, Scott hasn't provided any such avenue or additional support beyond her remarkable, large gifts.
"There's no long term relationship," Wiepking said of Scott. "What they are saying with trust-based philanthropy is to offer support beyond a check, and that's typically not what she is doing."
Scott's giving, which has averaged $3.3 billion a year since 2019, puts her among the largest philanthropic funders in the U.S. The largest foundation funder, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, said it plans to spend $8.6 billion in 2024. Last year, the Silicon Valley Community Foundation said it distributed $4.58 billion, with the majority going to organizations based in or around San Francisco. Michael Bloomberg gave $3 billion in 2023, according to the Chronicle of Philanthropy. 

    


___
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass vowed that cleanup would happen at a home where mounds of garbage and debris had piled up several feet high across the entire property's fenced-in yard and driveway.
The mayor said Wednesday she only learned this week about the Spanish-style bungalow in the Fairfax district that residents have dubbed the "trash house." Neighbors say they have repeatedly complained about the stench coming from hundreds of white garbage bags that have accumulated along with broken down vehicles, piles of newspapers, cigarette cartons and other junk. 
Standing in front of the house, Bass said she would instruct officials to bypass red tape to make sure the place gets cleaned up immediately.
"I don't want to hear about any process or whatever, this to me is a public health emergency," Bass said Wednesday. "This is a fire hazard and I worry about the individual there, this place catching fire, him losing his life." 

    


Hours later, sanitation workers wearing coveralls and masks arrived and began loading the trash into trucks.
Since last July, the Department of Building and Safety has fielded more than a dozen complaints related to trash and improper storage at the property, according to city records obtained by the Los Angeles Times. The complaints remain under investigation, but the city issued an order to comply in November.




With no compliance happening and piles of trash growing, the complaints ratcheted up this week, triggered in part by a post on the social media app Nextdoor and a report Monday from KTLA-TV. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's filthy," said Miriam Kosberg, whose family has owned the property directly behind the house for decades. "There's garbage all the way up to the back fence."
Kosberg told the Times she and her family hear the sounds of animals in the backyard and believe the swarm of mosquitoes in their yard is due to standing water and other detritus next door.
Another neighbor, Jonathan Fromen, said the problem has persisted for at least a decade. The yard was cleaned up a bit in 2018 and 2019, but since then the garbage began piling up again, Fromen told the Times. 
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    [image: FILE - British billionaire Joe Lewis leaves, center, Manhattan federal court, Wednesday, July 26, 2023, in New York. Lewis, whose family trust owns the Tottenham Hotspur soccer club, is set to be sentenced Thursday, April 4, 2024, after pleading guilty to insider trading and conspiracy charges in New York. Prosecutors say in court documents that his age, medical issues and willingness to come to America to face criminal charges have earned him leniency.. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- British billionaire Joe Lewis, whose family trust owns the Tottenham Hotspur soccer club, is set to be sentenced Thursday after pleading guilty to insider trading and conspiracy charges in New York.
Federal prosecutors in Manhattan had plenty of stern words to say about the 87-year-old's crimes in court papers, but they also agree that his age, medical issues and willingness to come to the U.S. to face criminal charges have earned him leniency that might result in no prison time.
U.S. sentencing guidelines call for Lewis, a citizen of the United Kingdom and resident of the Bahamas, to serve 18 months to two years behind bars. 
At his January plea, Lewis admitted that he agreed in 2019 to share secrets about publicly traded companies with several individuals. He told Judge Jessica G.L. Clarke that he was "so embarrassed" for his conduct. Prosecutors said afterward that his company, Broad Bay Limited, and Lewis would pay $50 million in financial penalties, the largest financial penalty for insider trading in a decade.

    


Prosecutors wrote in their presentence submission that Lewis deserved leniency because he is elderly and "battles significant health issues" that would cause a term of imprisonment to be more difficult for him than others.




They cited his acceptance of responsibility that he demonstrated by voluntarily surrendering rather than forcing a drawn-out extradition battle, and said that he'd "otherwise lived a law abiding life."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The government also noted that Lewis is recognized as one of the 500 richest people in the world with approximately $6.2 billion as of February, including homes in several countries, a $250 million yacht, private planes valued at $90 million and an art collection worth $100 million.
Defense attorneys said in their presentence submission that Lewis "is nearing the end of life in declining health" and that the court's probation office had recommended no prison time, a period of three years probation and a $5 million fine.

    


They said Lewis, if he received no prison time, will immediately leave the United States knowing that his conviction will mean he can't return to see his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, who live in the U.S. 
From the start, Lewis was no ordinary defendant. After his arrest less than a year ago, he had been free on $300 million bail after putting up a yacht and private plane as collateral.
In court papers, prosecutors said Lewis learned secrets about public companies after making large investments. They said that on at least four occasions, he tipped off his girlfriend, personal pilots, employees and friends, enabling them to profit from the secrets.
"This insider trading was not the result of aberrant, one-time conduct, but rather, a troubling pattern of misconduct over the course of several years," they wrote.
Prosecutors said it was possible that the insider activity resulted from "hubris, ego, a desire to make a financial gift without parting with his own money, an irrational form of greed, or some other reason."
But, regardless, "it is clear that Lewis believed he was above the law -- that he had achieved a level of wealth and stature that relieved him from having to operate by the same rules that apply to everyday investors," prosecutors said.
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    [image: An employee of a bank stands near the screens showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), left, and the foreign exchange rate between the U.S. dollar and South Korean won at a foreign exchange dealing room in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Asian shares mostly rose Thursday after a firm finish on Wall Street, as expectations remained solid for U.S. interest rate cuts this year. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Asian shares mostly rose Thursday after a firm finish on Wall Street, as expectations remained solid for U.S. interest rate cuts this year.
Japan's benchmark Nikkei 225 jumped 1.7% to 40,120.11. Sydney's S&P/ASX 200 rose 0.4% to 7,813.80. South Korea's Kospi added 0.8% to 2,728.82. Hong Kong's Hang Seng declined 1.2% to 16,725.10, and the Shanghai Composite slipped nearly 0.2% to 3,069.30. 
Analysts say Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co's (TSMC) facilities may get quicker-than-expected relief -- easing concerns about production halts -- after a powerful earthquake struck Wednesday, killing at least nine people. Trading was closed in Taiwan on Thursday and Friday for national holidays.
"Market participants took comfort in the weaker-than-expected U.S. services purchasing managers index overnight, which offset the surprise rebound in manufacturing activities earlier in the week and suggest that overall demand may still remain tame for the Federal Reserve's inflation fight," said Yeap Jun Rong, market analyst at IG.

    


On Wall Street, the S&P 500 inched up by 5.68 points, or 0.1%, to 5,211.49 The Dow Jones Industrial Average slipped 43.10, or 0.1%, to 39,127.14, and the Nasdaq composite added 37.01, or 0.2%, to 16,277.46.




GE Aerospace helped lead the S&P 500 with a jump of 6.7%. It was the second day of trading for the company after splitting off its power and energy business to mark the end of the General Electric conglomerate. Cal-Maine Foods rose 3.6% after reporting stronger-than-expected profit for the latest quarter by selling a record number of eggs. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They helped offset an 8.2% drop for Intel, which disclosed financial details about key parts of its business for the first time, including its money-losing foundry business. The Walt Disney Co. fell 3.1% after shareholders voted against installing an activist investor to its board who had promised to shake up the company to lift its stock price. The pair's drops were a large reason the Dow lagged other indexes. 

    


Stocks have broadly slowed their roll since screaming 26% higher from November through March. Worries are rising that a remarkably resilient U.S. economy could prevent the Federal Reserve from delivering as many cuts to interest rates this year as earlier hoped. Critics have also been saying a pullback is overdue as stock prices have grown expensive by several measures.
The Fed has indicated it may still cut its main interest rate three times this year, which would relieve pressure on the economy. But Fed officials say they will do so only if more evidence arrives to show inflation is heading down toward their goal of 2%. 
Chair Jerome Powell reiterated that message in a speech Wednesday, spelling out the risks of cutting rates either too early or too late. "Given the strength of the economy and progress on inflation so far, we have time to let the incoming data guide our decisions on policy," he said. 
Wall Street has been worried by a litany of reports showing the economy remains stronger than expected. That's encouraging because it means the economy continues to avoid a recession, and it should provide support for corporate profits. But it could also add upward pressure on inflation and discourage the Fed from cutting rates.

    


Markets took encouragement from a report on Wednesday morning showing growth in construction, retail and other U.S. services businesses cooled last month. The report from the Institute from Supply Management also said an index of prices paid was at its lowest level since March 2020, an encouraging trend for inflation.
That calmed Wall Street's nerves following a report earlier in the morning that markets found more discouraging. It suggested stronger gains than expected in hiring within the private sector. That report from the ADP Research Institute said employers accelerated their hiring last month, when economists were forecasting a slowdown.
A more comprehensive report on the job market for March will arrive from the U.S. government on Friday, and it will likely be the week's headline economic data.

    


Traders have already drastically reduced their expectations for how many times the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates this year, halving them from a forecast of six at the start of the year. That has them on the same page with Fed officials generally. Some investors, though, are preparing for two or even zero cuts this year because the Fed may not want to begin lowering rates too close to November's election out of fear of appearing political. 
But the Fed's Powell said Wednesday the central bank has the independence that "both enables and requires us to make our monetary policy decisions without consideration of short-term political matters." 
In the bond market, Treasury yields fell. The 10-year yield slipped to 4.34% from 4.36% late Tuesday. The two-year yield, which more closely tracks with expectations for Fed action, fell to 4.67% from 4.70%.

    


In energy trading, benchmark U.S. crude rose 34 cents to $85.77 a barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, gained 34 cents to $89.69 a barrel. 
In currency trading, the U.S. dollar inched up to 151.68 Japanese yen from 151.65 yen. The euro cost $1.0843, little changed from $1.0837. 
__
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed.
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                                        A Netflix docuseries spotlighting abuse allegations at a long-shuttered boarding academy for teens in rural northern New York has prompted dozens of new complaints to the local prosecutor and a fresh investigation.
"The Program: Cons, Cults and Kidnapping" started streaming last month. The three-part series by filmmaker Katherine Kubler, who was sent to the Academy at Ivy Ridge for 15 months, features former students describing an oppressive institution where teens were barred from going outside, looking out the window or smiling, and where staff violently restrained and sexually and psychologically abused students. 
Former students say the documentary, which has been viewed over 11 million times, validates their experiences after years of not being believed. 
"In 20 years, I never spoke. And that documentary gave me a voice," said Steve Caccamo, who was sent to Ivy Ridge in 2003 at 16. 

    


St. Lawrence County District Attorney Gary Pasqua said over 50 complaints have come into his office, including allegations of physical, mental and sexual abuse at Ivy Ridge. Pasqua, elected in 2017, said none had come in before the documentary began streaming.




After the documentary, officials in New York cleared a path for former students to apply for crime victim compensation and a state agency that runs a local psychiatric center put some employees on leave amid the allegations against former Ivy Ridge staffers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ivy Ridge was established in 2001 and closed in 2009 on the site of a former college near Ogdensburg, New York, one of multiple institutions affiliated with the now-defunct World Wide Association of Specialty Programs and Schools, or WWASPS. Ivy Ridge was marketed as a boarding school for teens with behavioral issues. A state education official in 2006 called it, "principally a behavior modification center." 
In 2005, police were called to the academy when rioting students smashed windows and overturned furniture, with some fleeing the campus. 

    


A few months later, then-Attorney General Eliot Spitzer found Ivy Ridge had grossly misrepresented its academic credentials and issued unauthorized high school diplomas. Under a settlement, 113 graduates received partial tuition refunds totaling more than $1 million. The academy's roughly 400-student enrollment plummeted, and it closed four years later. 
Police investigated some complaints, such as improper medical care, but they could not be corroborated when the academy was open, Pasqua said. Former students have said they couldn't communicate freely there.
Recent allegations are mostly from former students and include parents as well, Pasqua said. He's working with state police and the county sheriff's office to assess the complaints for in-depth interviews. 
While there is no time limit for prosecuting certain serious sex crimes, it's likely many complaints won't be pursued; New York requires most felony prosecutions to begin within five years and the academy has been closed for 15.
"If there is something there that we can prosecute and we're confident that the allegations are true, and then that's what we're going to do," Pasqua said. 

    


Former students say they want similar institutions shut down and the abusive staffers barred from jobs where they watch over vulnerable people.
Kelly Heise, 37, said in a statement to Pasqua that Ivy Ridge officials cited a nonexistent court order to keep her there after she turned 18. The Connecticut resident recounted traumatic abuse, saying she was once forced outside for an hour in January in a T-shirt and a skirt, on her birthday.
She sees the documentary as a breakthrough after hitting "brick wall after brick wall" in seeking accountability.
"That shadow, that lingering monster that we've felt like we've been under for so long, is gone," said Nicholas Chiofalo Jr., 35, who was sent Ivy Ridge when he was 16 and says he was abused physically, mentally and sexually. 
Five former Ivy Ridge workers and managers who were named in the documentary did not respond to calls or emails from The Associated Press. 

    


WWASPS founder Robert Lichfield said in a statement that his companies provided marketing services for schools, but he neither owned nor operated Ivy Ridge. 
"I didn't hire or train the staff or employ professionals at Ivy Ridge but I find it extremely unlikely that the vast majority would be anything but caring and committed to assisting the students," Lichfield wrote. 
Now, not only can former Ivy Ridge students apply for compensation, including counseling costs, in cases that lead to criminal charges, but also when prosecutors say a crime was committed beyond the statute of limitations, according to the state Office of Victim Services, which can extend the usual one-year window for good cause.
The state Office of Mental Health, saying it takes abuse allegations seriously, confirmed it placed an undisclosed number of people on leave "as we assess this matter." The agency runs the St. Lawrence Psychiatric Center in Ogdensburg, but it wouldn't confirm where the individuals work now or in the past.

    


Pasqua said that just because someone worked at Ivy Ridge, it doesn't mean they're guilty of a crime or a coverup, and that it's important to let the investigations play out. Former staffers' names and pictures have been posted online and officials have expressed concern over reports of harassment.
Caccamo said a reunion and peaceful protest is planned in Ogdensburg this month. The former campus is closed off, but Caccamo hopes to be able to briefly enter one of the buildings when he's back.
"I want to walk in that place knowing I have that power to walk out at any time," he said.
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    [image: Clayton Warner holds a mirror as dental hygienist Mary Davis examines his teeth at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Clayton Warner is greeted by dental hygienist Mary Davis before a dental exam at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. Dental assistant Crystal Muzzo stands at right. There is a push to revive and expand school-based programs that often serve as a child's first dental visit and offer critical preventive care. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Amber Warner leaves the chair after a dental exam at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Evette Sesay smiles after a dental check-up at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. Amid growing evidence that cavities impact school attendance, mental health and health problems, there is a push to revive and expand school-based programs that often serve as a child's first dental visit and offer critical preventive care. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Dental hygienist Mary Davis examines Amber Warner's teeth at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. Mobile clinics provide critical dental access as do state programs that focus on preventive care and ensure dental care is incorporated into overall health efforts. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | Dental hygienist Mary Davis examines Amber Warner's teeth at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. Mobile clinics provide critical dental access as do state programs that focus on preventive care and ensure dental care is incorporated into overall health efforts. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Amber Warner shows off her teeth after a dental exam at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. The federal government and the dental community are increasing efforts to reach children at an early age. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Amber Warner leaves the chair after a dental exam at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Evette Sesay smiles after a dental check-up at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. Amid growing evidence that cavities impact school attendance, mental health and health problems, there is a push to revive and expand school-based programs that often serve as a child's first dental visit and offer critical preventive care. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Dental hygienist Mary Davis examines Amber Warner's teeth at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. Mobile clinics provide critical dental access as do state programs that focus on preventive care and ensure dental care is incorporated into overall health efforts. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Amber Warner shows off her teeth after a dental exam at the Christa McAuliffe School in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. The federal government and the dental community are increasing efforts to reach children at an early age. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- Tucked away inside the teachers lounge at a New Hampshire elementary school, Amber Warner was having her teeth checked out for the first time.
The 5-year-old sat back on what looked like a beach chair and wore a pair of dark sunglasses as certified public health dental hygienist Mary Davis surveyed Amber's teeth and then with a tiny syringe applied traditional dental sealants, which had the consistency of nail gel. 
"Close down and bite your teeth together, bite down like you are biting down on a hot dog or a cheeseburger," Davis told Amber, to ensure the sealants were done properly. After that, Davis flossed all of the "popcorn and the chicken, pizza between your teeth." The whole visit took 15 minutes.
"Look at you. You are a pro on your first dental visit. I am so proud of you," Davis said to the kindergartener, who got up from the chair and was hugged by a teacher's assistant. 





    


The portable clinic is part of a cavity prevention program developed by NYU College of Dentistry and being rolled out in Concord and two other New Hampshire districts. CariedAway New Hampshire hopes to expand to Maine and Vermont -- and eventually nationwide -- as part of a growing effort to improve pediatric oral health, especially in children from lower-income families.
There isn't a good national estimate of dental programs in schools but many larger school districts have them. Boston University's program operates in 20 schools and 30 preschools in Boston and eight other cities in Massachusetts and covers 3,000 children from 6 months to 21 years. In New York City, 81,000 students across 820 schools -- a little over half of all public schools -- were treated last school year. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nationwide Children's Hospital has seen 1,700 children in central Ohio since 2021 with its roving school-based dental clinics, while Minnesota nonprofit Ready, Set, Smile is in 44 schools in the Twin Cities, serving 2,225 children.

    


"Dental care typically is looked at as an extra or an add-on," said Terri Chandler, who is the founder and executive director of Future Smiles in Clark County, Nevada, which includes Las Vegas and serves 7,500 kids in 75 schools. "It is not part of medical care."
Intermittent dental care, if at all
Nearly half of all U.S. children don't receive regular dental care, according to a 2022 report from the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research, which is a federal agency. 
That can lead to cavities quickly: More than half of children ages 6 to 8 had a cavity in at least one baby tooth and more than half adolescents ages 12 to 19 have a cavity in at least one of the permanent teeth, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Too many children fail to see a dentist before they enter school -- forcing them to go to the hospital to get treatment for a mouthful of cavities, Harvard School of Dental Medicine's Catherine Hayes said.
"If their parents aren't getting any kind of oral health education in the physician's office, these kids develop extensive decay," she said, noting it can take a month or more to fix. She added: "... It's completely preventable. We know how to prevent it."

    


At Boston Children's Hospital, there's a waiting list of eight to nine months for the dental clinic, said Man Wai Ng, the dentist-in-chief. Ng points in part to worsening dental care during the pandemic.
"I have patients who were going to bed without brushing their teeth. They ate and drank at all hours of the day because those normal daily routines weren't there," Ng said. "They weren't able to get in for ... preventive dental care. Kids were developing more dental disease without the ability to get timely care."
Ruth Langwell struggled to find a dentist for her granddaughter Lola, a 10-year-old who has autism. She recently was able to get the girl into the clinic. 
"She needs somebody who is very patient, obviously ... We've tried two other dentist and they have been reluctant because of Lola's challenges," said Langwell, who added she wanted Lola to see a dentist at age 2, but didn't until she was five. 

    


Funding programs to build habits
The challenge for many programs, especially mobile and school-based clinics, is sustainability, said Richard Niederman, a professor of epidemiology and health promotion at NYU Dentistry and founder of CariedAway. That's because school-based programs like Neiderman's lean heavily on donations because they often serve low-income populations who are either uninsured or on Medicaid.
Niederman has spent two decades developing his program. Other ones he tried in the Bronx and Boston ended due to a lack of funding, but this time, Niederman has $1 million from Northeast Delta Dental, which ensures his New Hampshire program will remain in place for at least three years.
"It breaks my heart that kids don't get effective care that they could get ... and the system doesn't support it," he said. 

    


But the picture for pediatric oral health is improving -- even outside of school programs. 
Untreated tooth decay in preschool children is down 50% since 2000, according to the federal dental research agency's report. It pointed to an increased use of sealants, which prevent cavities. 
Jane Grover, the senior director of the American Dental Association's Council on Advocacy for Access and Prevention, said there has been "tremendous growth" of dental programs in community health centers, as well as efforts to deploy dental hygienists in pediatric offices.
Some states are also better coordinating pediatric and dental care. MassHealth, the Medicaid program in Massachusetts, started requiring physicians last year to ensure a child has two fluoride varnish applications and refer them to a dentist, Hayes said.
"I remember my first dental cleaning and and that left a lasting impression," Grover said. "We want to have children understand that, but we want their families to understand that sugar-sweetened beverages all day on primary teeth where the enamel is a little thinner than it is on adult teeth, it doesn't take long ... to go from a potentially serious situation to a very serious situation."
Neiderman's team treated more than 60 students over a week at the Concord school. Among them was softspoken 10-year-old Evette Sesay, who dutifully detailed how she brushes twice a day and flosses. 
She wondered aloud whether the treatment would "hurt," only to be assured by Davis that it shouldn't -- but that she could raise a hand if she felt pain. Evette, who went to the clinic because she "wanted to check" on her teeth, never did. 
She said it felt like a typical exam at her dentist's office: "They cleaned my teeth very well. The bubble gum flavor was good, too."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A New York man has been charged with sending death threats to the state attorney general and the Manhattan judge who presided over former President Donald Trump's civil fraud case.
Tyler Vogel, 26, of Lancaster, sent text messages late last month threatening New York Attorney General Letitia James and Judge Arthur Engoron with "death and physical harm" if they did not comply with his demands to "cease action" in the Trump case, according to a complaint filed last week in a court in Lancaster, a suburb east of Buffalo. 
State police said in the complaint that Vogel used a paid online background website to obtain private information about James and Engoron and that this "confirmed intentions to follow through with the threats were his demands not met."
Vogel has been charged with two felony counts of making a terroristic threat and two misdemeanor counts of aggravated harassment. 

    


Erie County District Attorney John Flynn's office said in a news release that a temporary protection order was also issued. If convicted, Vogel faces a maximum of seven years in prison, the office said.




It's unclear if Vogel has legal representation. Joseph Spino, a spokesperson for Flynn's office, said Wednesday night that he didn't have more details, other than that Vogel had been held pending the results of a forensic exam and was due back in court April 9.
The case also wasn't listed on the state's online court database and spokespersons for the state police and Lancaster Town Court, where Vogel was arraigned last week, didn't respond to emails.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile Trump, who is running again for president this year, posted a $175 million bond Monday in the civil fraud case brought by James' office. That halted the collection of the more than $454 million he owes and prevented the state from seizing his assets to satisfy the debt while he appeals.

    


Trump is fighting to overturn Engoron's Feb. 16 finding that he lied about his wealth as he fostered the real estate empire that launched him to stardom and the presidency. The trial focused on how Trump's assets were valued on financial statements that went to bankers and insurers to get loans and deals.
Spokespersons for James' office didn't respond to an email seeking comment Wednesday. 
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[image: LSU forward Angel Reese (10) brings the ball up court during the first quarter of an Elite Eight round college basketball game against Iowa during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)]
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[image: LSU basketball forward Angel Reese returns to her court side seat with teammate Amani Bartlett, behind, in the second half of an NBA basketball game between the New Orleans Pelicans and the Orlando Magic in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. The Magic won 117-108. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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                                        Bayou Barbie is WNBA bound.
LSU star Angel Reese, who is known for her eyelash extensions, painted fingernails and ferocious play in the paint, formally declared for the WNBA draft on Wednesday. Her announcement comes two days after the Tigers' season ended with a loss to Caitlin Clark and Iowa in the Elite Eight round of the women's NCAA Tournament.
Reese, whose career interests also include modeling and fashion, announced her decision via a photo shoot in Vogue, saying she was inspired by tennis great Serena Williams announcing her retirement in 2022 in a similar manner.
Up until LSU's season ended, Reese publicly left open the option of returning to the Tigers. But she acknowledged having made up her mind to turn pro before March Madness began.




"Of course, I like to do everything big," Reese told the magazine. "I didn't want anything to be basic."

    


"I've done everything I wanted to in college," added Reese, who also has expressed interest in playing professionally in Europe during the WNBA offseason. "I've won a national championship, I've gotten (Southeastern Conference) Player of the Year, I've been an All-American. My ultimate goal is to be a pro -- and to be one of the greatest basketball players to play, ever. I feel like I'm ready."
Reese, a dynamic, 6-foot-3 forward who can run the floor, guard the perimeter and block shots anywhere, likely will join Clark, the expected No. 1 pick by Indiana, as one of the top players drafted on April 15. Draft analysts have projected Reese as a seventh or eighth overall choice. An undeveloped outside shot is among the few questions about her game as she leaves college.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Reese spent the evening after the announcement taking in an NBA game in New Orleans between the Orlando Magic and the Pelicans. She sat courtside with former LSU teammate Amani Bartlett, known for placing a crown on Reese's head during pregame introductions this past season. Reese was shown on the arena video board, drawing enthusiastic applause.

    


Reese grew up in Baltimore and began her college career at Maryland, where her brother, Julian, plays for the men's team. She transferred to LSU in 2022 and the Tigers won the program's only national title in Reese's first season.
"She helped transform our program," LSU coach Kim Mulkey said. "We are all indebted to Angel Reese for the contributions she has given to this program, helping us win our first national championship, and the contributions she made on our university as a whole."
Reese registered 61 double-doubles for the Tigers in two seasons. Only Sylvia Fowles had more double-doubles at LSU. 
Reese averaged 20.9 points and 14.4 rebounds per game at LSU, including seven games with at least 20 points and 20 rebounds. Reese became the first SEC player since Vanderbilt's Wendy Scholtens in 1989 and 1990 to lead the league in both scoring and rebounding in consecutive seasons.
This season, Reese was named the SEC Player of the Year. Reese has played four college seasons but was among those athletes granted an additional year of eligibility by the NCAA because their careers overlapped with the COVID-19 pandemic.

    


"When she came here, she said she wanted to be here for two seasons and she has lived up to that," Mulkey said. "What a remarkable two years it has been.
"She not only helped grow our program but had an impact on growing the game of women's basketball across the country," Mulkey added. "We wish her good luck as she moves to the WNBA and look forward to see all that she accomplishes."
Reese burst onto the scene during LSU's championship run last year as an extremely talented basketball player and dynamic personality -- accessible and engaging with fans and media off the court, and trash talking in the faces of her opponents on it. Reese grew up playing basketball with her brother and other boys in Baltimore, and she has said that forced her to become physically and mentally tough on the court.
Since winning the title, Reese said there has been increased scrutiny of her, but she maintained that she would continue to be "unapologetically me."

    


Her LSU teammates, who sometimes referred to her as "the queen," defended her leadership and what she's been through -- including a time earlier this season when she was suspended by Mulkey for four games right before Thanksgiving -- time she used to take a self-described mental health break.
"Everybody can have their opinion on Angel Reese, but y'all don't know her," Flau'jae Johnson said. "I know the real Angel Reese, and the person I see every day is a strong person, is a caring, loving person. But the crown she wears is heavy. She's the type of teammate that's going to make you believe in yourself."
Players not competing in the Elite Eight had until Monday to renounce their remaining eligibility. Players like Reese, who were competing in the Elite Eight or beyond, had about 48 hours after their final game to make their decision. 

    


In what was her final college game, Reese injured her ankle in the second quarter against Iowa and still finished with 17 points and 20 rebounds before fouling out in the final two minutes of the game.
Reese was one of the top NIL earners in college, with a valuation of $1.8 million, according toOn3.com. She's had marketing relationships with Coach, Reebok and Mercedes-Benz. Many of those deals could now become the type of endorsements on which professional athletes typically cash in.
___
AP Sports Writer Mark Long contributed to this report.
___
WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Thieves stole as much $30 million in an Easter Sunday burglary at a Los Angeles money storage facility in one of the largest cash heists in city history, police said Wednesday. 
The burglary occurred Sunday night at an unnamed facility in the Sylmar area of the San Fernando Valley where cash from businesses across the region is handled and stored, LA Police Department Commander Elaine Morales told the Los Angeles Times. 
The burglars were able to breach the building as well as the safe where the money was stored, Morales said. 
The operators of the business, whom police did not identify, did not discover the massive theft until they opened the vault on Monday.
The Times said the break-in was among the largest cash burglaries in Los Angeles history, and the total surpassed any armored-car heist in the city as well.
The theft comes nearly two years after as much as $100 million in jewels and other valuables were stolen from a Brink's big rig at a Southern California truck stop. The thieves haven't been caught.
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                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- An audit conducted by the Postal Service's inspector general found significant problems at a new regional processing facility in Virginia, including water-damaged mail left unprocessed for months and a worker asleep at a forklift.
The audit, dated March 28, raises questions about the Postal Service's plans to modernize its processing network -- the Richmond facility that was the focus of the audit is the first of a planned 60 regional processing centers that USPS is launching nationwide that are supposed to streamline operations and improve efficiency.
But the audit found that problems at the Richmond center, which opened in July, have contributed to a drop in on-time service that now finds Virginia ranked worst in the nation. The inspector general said only 66% of first-class mail has been delivered within two days in the current fiscal year, compared to a national average of 87%. No other region in the U.S. fell below 80%, according to the inspector general's office.

    


The Postal Service has estimated that the $23 million facility will produce $15 million annually in savings by consolidating operations. But the audit found that work hours and overtime actually increased after the center opened. 




"At this time, it is unclear if the Postal Service will realize the expected savings associated with consolidating operations into the Richmond" regional processing center, the audit concluded. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Auditors also said they discovered "a general inattention to detail that resulted in mail left on or around machines, large amounts of machinable mail in manual processing, and in one case, mail over two months old left in a container in the truck yard." They also observed a mail handler sleeping on a parked forklift.
Postal Service officials responded to the audit and said they agree with most of the 10 specific recommendations for improvement made in the report by the inspector general. 

    


"We have undertaken extensive efforts to thoroughly address these challenges and issues in Richmond, which has led to continued performance improvement," the officials said in their formal response to the audit.
Virginia's two U.S. senators, Democrats Mark Warner and Tim Kaine, issued a joint statement along with U.S. Reps. Jennifer McClellan, D-Va., Bobby Scott, D=Va., Rob Wittman, R-Va., Abigail Spanberger, D-Va., Bob Good, R-Va., and Jen Kiggans, R-Va., calling on USPS to fix the problems identified in the report. 
"It couldn't be clearer that USPS has not been providing reliable service to Virginians, and we've been pressing for answers. This report pinpoints a number of issues, including a lack of coordination between USPS and staff at the Richmond Regional Processing and Distribution Center (RPDC)," the lawmakers said. "USPS must provide more resources and clearer guidance to management and staff at RPDC, among other steps."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/postal-service-audit-virginia-slow-a515934f1b2f90c1488de3968e757c07



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Police say man dies after tire comes off SUV and hits his car | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Police say man dies after tire comes off SUV and hits his car

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- A driver died when a tire came off another vehicle and flew through the air and into the windshield and roof of his car, Michigan State Police said.
A Dodge Journey SUV being driven by a 38-year-old Jackson man was traveling westbound on Interstate 94 in Ann Arbor around 4 p.m. Tuesday when his front driver's side tire came loose, went over the median wall and struck the eastbound car, police said.
The car's driver, a 49-year-old Dearborn Heights man, was pronounced dead at the scene, police said. No one else was injured.
It wasn't clear how the tire came loose, police said.
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                                        HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) -- A bull elephant charged a truck that an 80-year-old American was riding in with other tourists on a game drive in a Zambian national park, flipping over the vehicle and killing her, a safari company said.
The attack injured five others on March 30 in the vast Kafue National Park, which covers 22,400 square kilometers (8,600 square miles) and is one of Africa's largest animal reserves.
According to the safari company Wilderness, the "aggressive" bull elephant unexpectedly charged at the truck, which was carrying six guests and a guide on a morning excursion through wild areas.
It wasn't clear what upset the bull. But in a video widely circulated online, the pachyderm is seen menacingly charging through the bushy terrain toward the tourists' vehicle. A man is heard shouting "hey hey hey," in apparent but futile efforts to scare it away. It reaches the truck and flips it over using its trunk.

    


Another female tourist was seriously injured and flown by helicopter to South Africa for treatment while the rest were treated for minor injuries, the company said.
"This is a devastating incident for everyone involved and we are doing our best to support the family and all affected," Tarryn Gibson, the safari company's head of communications told The Associated Press on Thursday. Gibson did not identify the tourist who was killed, and said her family wished for privacy. The company also asked people to not share the video of the attack online.




While many wildlife parks in southern Africa teem with dangerous animals like elephants and lions, such incidents are rare, although they sometimes do occur with fatal consequences due to the unpredictability of wild animals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Keith Vincent, chief executive officer of the safari company, said rough terrain minimized chances of an escape.
"Our guides are all extremely well trained and experienced, but sadly in this instance the terrain and vegetation was such that the guide's route became blocked and he could not move the vehicle out of harm's way quickly enough" he said.
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    [image: FILE -Tourists visit Rialto bridge, in Venice, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023. Day-trippers to the lagoon city who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a limited-date pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at 10 times the entrance fee, officials said Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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            2 of 2 | Luigi Brugnaro, mayor of Venice, talks during a press conference in Rome, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Day-trippers to the lagoon city who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a limited-date pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at five times the entrance fee, the city's mayor said Thursday. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Venice day-trippers will face steep fines if they fail to pay an access fee under a pilot program

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -Tourists visit Rialto bridge, in Venice, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023. Day-trippers to the lagoon city who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a limited-date pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at 10 times the entrance fee, officials said Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE -Tourists visit Rialto bridge, in Venice, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023. Day-trippers to the lagoon city who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a limited-date pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at 10 times the entrance fee, officials said Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE -Tourists visit Rialto bridge, in Venice, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023. Day-trippers to the lagoon city who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a limited-date pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at 10 times the entrance fee, officials said Thursday, April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Luigi Brugnaro, mayor of Venice, talks during a press conference in Rome, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Day-trippers to the lagoon city who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a limited-date pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at five times the entrance fee, the city's mayor said Thursday. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | Luigi Brugnaro, mayor of Venice, talks during a press conference in Rome, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Day-trippers to the lagoon city who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a limited-date pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at five times the entrance fee, the city's mayor said Thursday. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
Luigi Brugnaro, mayor of Venice, talks during a press conference in Rome, Thursday, April 4, 2024. Day-trippers to the lagoon city who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a limited-date pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at five times the entrance fee, the city's mayor said Thursday. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By COLLEEN BARRY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MILAN (AP) -- Day-trippers to the fabled canal city of Venice who fail to pay 5 euros ($5.43) to enter the lagoon city's historic center during a time-limited pilot program launching later this month will face fines starting at 10 times the entrance fee, officials said Thursday.
Venice announced last year it would launch the long-discussed day-tripper fee after the city escaped being placed on the U.N. agency's list of endangered heritage sites, due largely to the impact of overtourism. Officials have avoided calling it a tax, opting for softer words like contribution, and have downplayed the possibility of waits to enter the city, emphasizing there will be no turnstiles or physical barriers.
But during a press briefing, Mayor Luigi Brugnaro suggested lines could form at the official entry points, and used the word tax to describe the fee.

    


Brugnaro said personnel have been trained to verify that tourists who are not staying in Venice have either a QR code confirming payment of the fee or an exemption voucher. Exemptions will be issued for a variety of reasons, including to access the city for work, school or medical care, as well as to people born in Venice, and residents of the Veneto region.




Venice has long suffered under the pressure of overtourism, but officials say pre-pandemic estimates ranging from 25 million to 30 million visitors a year --including day-trippers -- are not reliable and that the pilot project also aims to come up with more exact figures to help better manage the phenomenon. By contrast, registered visitors spending the night last year numbered 4.6 million, according to city figures, down 16% from pre-pandemic highs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Visitors arriving at the main train and bus stations will first be met by stewards who will remind tourists of the new requirement and help anyone who hasn't yet downloaded the QR code. Payment points will be set up for anyone without a smartphone.

    


Brugnaro said that anyone found beyond designated control points without the required documentation will be subject to fines. These will range from 50 to 300 euros (from around $55 to $326, depending on exchange rates), plus the maximum entrance fee allowed by law, set at 10 euros (nearly $11).
"There is no tax without controls,'' Brugnaro told foreign reporters in Rome.
Visitors will be subject to random, not systematic, checks, he said.
"If someone turns himself into Batman and tries to enter, and enters all the same, he will not win a medal from me, but we will simply thank him for his rudeness,'' the mayor said.
Officials have emphasized that the program aims to reduce crowds on peak days, encourage longer visits and improve the quality of life for residents. The fee is not required for anyone staying in Venice, including the mainland districts of Marghera and Mestre. 
Venice's islands, including glass-making Murano, are also outside the pilot program, which is being tested on 29 days, starting with an Italian national holiday on April 25 through mid-July, including most weekends, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. No maximum number of visitors has been set in this phase.

    


Venice is launching an advertising campaign to inform visitors of the new obligation, featuring Brugnaro speaking a variety of languages aided by artificial intelligence. Visitors can register at the website, www.cda.ve.it, which is operating in five languages.
The pandemic delayed Venice's plans to launch the day-tripper tax, which has become a keystone of the city's attempts to deal with overtourism. UNESCO cited the plan when it decided not to include the city on the list of endangered world heritage sites last September, a tarnish that it similarly avoided two years earlier with the cruise ship ban through St. Mark's Basin and the Giudecca Canal. Cruise ships brought 1.6 million people to Venice in 2019.
Brugnaro said many cities around the globe have contacted him for details of the plan, but that they asked not to be identified. 
Activists sounded a warning last summer when the number of tourist beds officially overtook the number of residents, which has dwindled to under 50,000 in a trend dating back decades. They said the imbalance drains the city of services, clogging its tight alleyways and water buses with suitcase-toting tourists and pushing residents to the mainland with its conveniences.
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    [image: FILE - A plane takes off over a road sign near Heathrow Airport in London, June 5, 2018. The British government says it will grant extensions to several large U.K. airports unable to meet the June 1, 2024 deadline to fully install new scanning technology that would have allowed passengers to take two liters (70 ounces) of liquid in their hand luggage -- rather than the current paltry 100 milliliters (3.5 ounces). (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, file)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Drink it or bin it: That phrase should have become history this summer at all U.K. airports.
But it's set to persist for at least another year after the British government said it will grant extensions to several large U.K. airports unable to meet the June 1 deadline to fully install new scanning technology. The airports include London's two biggest, Heathrow and Gatwick. 
The new scanners use computed tomography, commonly known as a CT scan, to produce clearer images. They are being rolled out globally, including in the U.S. and across Europe, and will allow passengers to go through security with two liters (70 ounces) of liquid in their hand luggage -- rather than the current paltry 100 milliliters (3.5 ounces). 
They will also mean laptops and tablets won't need to be removed from bags -- saving even more time.
The restrictions were introduced around the world in 2006 following a foiled terror plot to blow up planes flying from London to the U.S. with homemade liquid bombs. They were not expected to be in place for 18 years and have been cited as one of, if not the, biggest cause of delays at airport security checks.

    


A deadline for the new technology to be in place at U.K. airports had originally been set for Dec. 2022 but that was delayed to this summer as a result of the huge disruption caused by the coronavirus pandemic.




The new deadline comes after airports reported that they were struggling to install the scanners ahead of the busy summer holiday period, largely due to supply chain delays and construction difficulties caused by the weight of the machines.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Department for Transport said the extensions will be granted on a case by case basis and that it was exploring how financial penalties could be imposed for further non-compliance.
It did not provide a breakdown of the situation for each airport, citing security concerns, but said that by the start of June about half of passengers flying from U.K. airports will be processed by the new scanners. London City Airport, a popular short-haul airport, has already successfully introduced the new scanners, as has Teeside Airport in the northeast of England.

    


"These cutting-edge scanners will make air travel safer and easier for passengers by strengthening security even further," said Transport Secretary Mark Harper.
"The U.K. is leading the world with its rollout of this technology, but it's important we give those airports yet to meet the deadline a second chance to get the job done. Until they do, passengers should continue to check before travelling."
Heathrow has previously said it expects to have new scanners in all security lanes sometime this summer, while Gatwick expects to complete the program by the end of March next year. Manchester Airports Group, which runs Manchester, East Midlands and London Stansted airports, said its scanners will be fully rolled out in 2025.
"Airports are making excellent progress in delivering these multi-million-pound investment programmes, which will ensure the U.K. remains at the forefront of aviation security in the years ahead," said Karen Dee, chief executive of the trade body Airport Operators Association.

    


Naomi Leach, deputy editor of consumer magazine Which? Travel, said passengers leaving the U.K. should be warned about potential problems and delays ahead as different rules will apply at different airports.
"It's imperative that these changes are made as quickly as possible and that the rules at different airports are communicated clearly to passengers in the meantime," she said. 
If not, it's going to be heard again.
Drink it or bin it.
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Cruise ship carrying 1,500 passengers stuck in Spain port due to Bolivian passengers' visa problems

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A view of the cruise ship MSC Armony moored in the port of Barcelona, Spain, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. Authorities said Wednesday that a group of 69 Bolivians are not being allowed to disembark from a cruise ship in the Spanish northeastern port of Barcelona because they lack valid documents to enter the European Union's Schengen area. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- A cruise ship reportedly carrying 1,500 passengers was stuck Wednesday in the Spanish northeastern port of Barcelona due to the visa problems of a group of Bolivian passengers who were due to disembark there, officials said. 
Authorities say 69 Bolivians were not being allowed to leave the ship because they lacked valid documents to enter the European border-free Schengen area. Solange Duarte, a Bolivian diplomat in Barcelona, told The Associated Press she received reports some of the stranded Bolivians had been duped into obtaining fake visas but had no further information. 
"We have asked the families to indicate who has processed this visa and we have not gotten answers," she said, adding she heard it was possible the Bolivians would be transferred to a different ship. 
Spain's national police was looking into the possibility of a fake visa scam, Duarte said. 





    


Spanish state news agency Efe and other media said some 1,500 passengers were on board the MSC Armony hoping to continue the cruise to Croatia. 
Bolivia's deputy foreign affairs minister, Fernando Perez, said the country was waiting "to see what the Spanish authorities decide what to do."
A statement from the Bolivian Foreign Ministry on Tuesday said the Bolivian Embassy in Spain and the country's Consulate General in Barcelona "are carrying out the pertinent steps to address this case," coordinating with Spanish authorities, as well as with the MSC Cruises Company. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

MSC Cruises said in a statement the Bolivians included families and children.
It said the "passengers appeared to have proper documentation upon boarding in Brazil. We have been informed by the authorities that the visas are not valid for entry into the Schengen area. As a result, passengers have not been able to disembark in Barcelona, which was their final destination." 
The company said the ship remained in port while it works with authorities to facilitate the process. 
The Schengen area is an ID-check-free travel zone comprising 29 European countries, most from the European Union. 
___
This story was corrected to show that the Schengen zone is a European rather than European Union creation and comprises 29 countries.
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Thailand has a plan to contain the monkey mayhem in the popular tourist town of Lopburi

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Wildlife authorities in Thailand are planning to round up thousands of monkeys that roam the central town of Lopburi, after the animals' aggressive behavior and attacks on residents and visitors sparked outrage and calls for their removal.
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    [image: FILE - Monkeys eat fruit during monkey feast festival in Lopburi province, Thailand. Sunday, Nov. 27, 2022. Thai wildlife officials laid out a plan on Wednesday, March 3, 2024, to bring peace to a central Thai town after at least a decade of human-monkey conflict. (AP Photo/Chalida EKvitthayavechnukul, File)]
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[image: FILE - Monkeys eat fruit during a monkey feast festival in Lopburi province, Thailand. Sunday, Nov. 27, 2022. Thai wildlife officials laid out a plan on Wednesday, March 3, 2024, to bring peace to a central Thai town after at least a decade of human-monkey conflict. (AP Photo/Chalida EKvitthayavechnukul, File)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Thai wildlife officials laid out a plan on Wednesday to bring peace to a central Thai city after at least a decade of human-monkey conflict. 
The macaques that roam Lopburi are a symbol of local culture, and a major tourist draw. But after years of dangerous encounters with residents and visitors and several failed attempts to bring peace with population controls, local people and businesses have had enough.
The monkeys frequently try to snatch food from humans, sometimes resulting in tussles that can leave people with scratches and other injuries. But outrage grew in March when a woman dislocated her knee after a monkey pulled her off her feet in an effort to grab food, and another man was knocked off a motorcycle by a hungry monkey.
Authorities hope to round up some 2,500 urban monkeys and place them in massive enclosures, said Athapol Charoenshunsa, the director-general of the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation. They'll work with wildlife experts to find a way for a limited number of monkeys to stay at liberty in the city, he added.

    


"I don't want humans to have to hurt monkeys, and I don't want monkeys to have to hurt humans," he told reporters during a news conference in Bangkok.




An official monkey catching campaign was launched week, prioritizing more aggressive alpha males. It has caught 37 monkeys so far, most of whom have been placed put under the care of wildlife authorities in the neighboring province of Saraburi, while others were sent to the Lopburi zoo.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Officials said they plan to capture the rest of the monkeys once the enclosures are complete, especially those in the residential areas. Separate cages will be prepared for different troops of monkeys to prevent them from fighting.
Athapol said he expects the first phase of the operation to start within weeks, and believes the huge cages will be able to contain thousands of them and "will solve the problem very quickly."

    


The monkeys are a symbol of the province, about 140 kilometers (90 miles) north of Bangkok, where the ancient Three Pagodas temple celebrates an annual "Monkey Buffet" festival, and they're commonly seen throughout the city. Macaques are classified as a protected species under Thailand's wildlife conservation law.
Some have blamed the city's monkey troubles on tourists and residents feeding the animals, which they say drew monkeys into the city and boosted their numbers, as well as getting them accustomed to getting food from humans.
But an earlier effort to limit feeding may have made things worse, some residents say. Local officials began threatening fines for feeding monkeys outside a few designated areas around the main tourist attractions in recent years. But those feeding areas were dominated by a few troops of the highly territorial creatures, while rival bands grew hungry and turned to harassing humans in other areas for food even more.
Athapol said people shouldn't see monkeys as villians, saying that the authorities might have not been efficient enough in their work to control the simian population.

    


People also need to adapt to the city's monkeys, said Phadej Laithong, director of the Wildlife Conservation Office, explaining that a lack of natural food sources prompts the animals to find food wherever they can, including from humans.
Previous control measure have fallen short. From 2014-2023, the wildlife authorities neutered about 2,600 Lopburi monkeys.
Athapol said they are also working in other areas of Thailand that are facing problems with monkeys, such as Prajuab Kiri Khan and Phetchaburi. He said 52 of the country's 77 provinces report frequent problems from monkeys.
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From Krispy Kreme to SunChips, more and more companies roll out total solar eclipse promotions

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A Krispy Kreme Doughnuts sign is shown on Aug. 11, 2017, in Miami. More and more businesses are taking advantage of the total solar eclipse set to dim skies across North America on Monday, April 8, 2024. In the snacks department alone, Krispy Kreme is teaming up with Oreo to sell a limited doughnut-cookie creation. Sonic Drive-In is selling a ]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- More and more businesses are taking advantage of the total solar eclipse set to dim skies across North America on Monday.
In the snacks department alone, Krispy Kreme is teaming up with Oreo to sell a limited doughnut-cookie creation. Sonic Drive-In is selling a "Blackout Slush Float." And Frito-Lay's SunChips has unveiled a new flavor that will only be available during the celestial event's nearly 4 and a half minutes of totality.
MoonPie also kicked off a "Sun vs. Moon" smackdown-themed campaign as the chocolate snack maker promotes its "eclipse survival kit," made up of four mini MoonPies and two pairs of eclipse glasses.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: From Krispy Kreme to SunChips, more and more companies roll out total solar eclipse promotions.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Seth Sutel reports on attempts to cash in on the solar eclipse.

    

Meanwhile, airlines like Southwest and Delta have advertised eclipse-viewing flight paths. And beyond promotions from big-name brands, small businesses along the 115 mile (185 kilometer)-wide prime path are leading the charge to meet the incoming tourist demand.

    


Some towns and local vendors have been anticipating the celestial event and its huge crowds for years. There are oodles of special eclipse safety glasses for sale, along with T-shirts emblazoned with clever slogans and more astronomical souvenirs. Other offerings include eclipse-themed beer, specialty dining packages and watch parties at amusement parks, wineries and zoos.




Marketing tied to rare spectacles, like the sun's disappearing act behind the moon, isn't new. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2017, the last time the U.S. saw a big slice of a total solar eclipse, scores of companies tapped into the action -- including Krispy Kreme.
The Charlotte, North Carolina-based company previously rolled out limited-edition chocolate glazed doughnuts for the 2017 eclipse, and those treats have made a few returns since. But that might not be the case for this year's "Total Solar Eclipse Doughnut." The Krispy Kreme-Oreo combo is set to be available from Friday through Monday, according to an announcement from the chain this week.
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    [image: FILE - New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference at City Hall, Dec. 12, 2023, in New York. An artificial intelligence-powered chatbot meant to help small business owners in New York City has come under fire for dispensing bizarre advice that misstates local policies and advises companies to violate the law. But the chatbot remains online, even as Adams acknowledged Tuesday, April 2, 2024, that its answers were ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference at City Hall, Dec. 12, 2023, in New York. An artificial intelligence-powered chatbot meant to help small business owners in New York City has come under fire for dispensing bizarre advice that misstates local policies and advises companies to violate the law. But the chatbot remains online, even as Adams acknowledged Tuesday, April 2, 2024, that its answers were "wrong in some areas." (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- An artificial intelligence-powered chatbot created by New York City to help small business owners is under criticism for dispensing bizarre advice that misstates local policies and advises companies to violate the law. 
But days after the issues were first reported last week by tech news outlet The Markup, the city has opted to leave the tool on its official government website. Mayor Eric Adams defended the decision this week even as he acknowledged the chatbot's answers were "wrong in some areas."
Launched in October as a "one-stop shop" for business owners, the chatbot offers users algorithmically generated text responses to questions about navigating the city's bureaucratic maze. 
It includes a disclaimer that it may "occasionally produce incorrect, harmful or biased" information and the caveat, since-strengthened, that its answers are not legal advice.

    


It continues to dole out false guidance, troubling experts who say the buggy system highlights the dangers of governments embracing AI-powered systems without sufficient guardrails. 
"They're rolling out software that is unproven without oversight," said Julia Stoyanovich, a computer science professor and director of the Center for Responsible AI at New York University. "It's clear they have no intention of doing what's responsible." 




In responses to questions posed Wednesday, the chatbot falsely suggested it is legal for an employer to fire a worker who complains about sexual harassment, doesn't disclose a pregnancy or refuses to cut their dreadlocks. Contradicting two of the city's signature waste initiatives, it claimed that businesses can put their trash in black garbage bags and are not required to compost.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At times, the bot's answers veered into the absurd. Asked if a restaurant could serve cheese nibbled on by a rodent, it responded: "Yes, you can still serve the cheese to customers if it has rat bites," before adding that it was important to assess the "the extent of the damage caused by the rat" and to "inform customers about the situation."

    


A spokesperson for Microsoft, which powers the bot through its Azure AI services, said the company was working with city employees "to improve the service and ensure the outputs are accurate and grounded on the city's official documentation."
At a press conference Tuesday, Adams, a Democrat, suggested that allowing users to find issues is just part of ironing out kinks in new technology. 
"Anyone that knows technology knows this is how it's done," he said. "Only those who are fearful sit down and say, 'Oh, it is not working the way we want, now we have to run away from it all together.' I don't live that way."
Stoyanovich called that approach "reckless and irresponsible."
Scientists have long voiced concerns about the drawbacks of these kinds of large language models, which are trained on troves of text pulled from the internet and prone to spitting out answers that are inaccurate and illogical. 
But as the success of ChatGPT and other chatbots have captured the public attention, private companies have rolled out their own products, with mixed results. Earlier this month, a court ordered Air Canada to refund a customer after a company chatbot misstated the airline's refund policy. Both TurboTax and H&R Block have faced recent criticism for deploying chatbots that give out bad tax-prep advice. 

    


Jevin West, a professor at the University of Washington and co-founder of the Center for an Informed Public, said the stakes are especially high when the models are promoted by the public sector. 
"There's a different level of trust that's given to government," West said. "Public officials need to consider what kind of damage they can do if someone was to follow this advice and get themselves in trouble."
Experts say other cities that use chatbots have typically confined them to a more limited set of inputs, cutting down on misinformation. 
Ted Ross, the chief information officer in Los Angeles, said the city closely curated the content used by its chatbots, which do not rely on large language models. 

    


The pitfalls of New York's chatbot should serve as a cautionary tale for other cities, said Suresh Venkatasubramanian, the director of the Center for Technological Responsibility, Reimagination, and Redesign at Brown University. 
"It should make cities think about why they want to use chatbots, and what problem they are trying to solve," he wrote in an email. "If the chatbots are used to replace a person, then you lose accountability while not getting anything in return."
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    [image: FILE - Computer monitors and a laptop display the X, formerly known as Twitter, sign-in page, July 24, 2023, in Belgrade, Serbia. Elon Musk's X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, announced Tuesday, April 2, 2024, that it has named company veteran Kylie McRoberts as new head of safety nine months after the last executive to hold the position departed from the social media company. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Elon Musk's X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, has named a new head of safety nine months after the last executive to hold the position departed from the social media company.
X said that company veteran Kylie McRoberts will oversee the global safety team. The platform also announced that Yale Cohen, who previously worked for media firm Publicis Media, would become head of brand safety and advertiser solutions.
The last executive heading what was formerly called the trust and safety team, Ella Irwin, left the company in June 2023. While Irwin did not point to specific reasoning at the time, her resignation arrived just days after Musk publicly complained about the platform's handling of posts about transgender topics.
Since Musk's $44 billion purchase of the platform in October 2022, X has seen several leadership shakeups.

    


The appointments, first announced Tuesday, arrive amid ongoing concerns about content moderation on X as well as the spread of misinformation and hate speech on the platform, which some researchers say has been on the rise under Musk. 
The issue has driven away some big-name advertisers. In November, brands including IBM, NBCUniversal and its parent company Comcast, said that they stopped advertising on X after a report from the liberal advocacy group Media Matters said their ads were appearing alongside material praising Nazis. It was yet another setback as X tries to win back big brands and their ad dollars, X's main source of revenue. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Later that month, Musk went on an expletive-ridden rant in response to companies that had halted spending on X in response to antisemitic and other hateful material, accusing them of "blackmail" and, using a profanity, essentially told them to go away.
Beyond advertiser battles, X has also attempted to some sue those who have documented the proliferation of hate speech on the platform -- including Media Matters and the non-profit Center for Countering Digital Hate. A federal judge dismissed the suit against the center last week, ruling that X cannot seek damages for the independent acts of third parties based on the nonprofit's reports, or its "speech."
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                                        WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. (AP) -- A major South Korean computer chipmaker said Wednesday it plans to spend more than $3.87 billion in Indiana to build a semiconductor packaging plant and research and development center.
SK Hynix expects the campus to create as many as 800 high-wage jobs in engineering, technical support, administration and maintenance by the end of 2030. 
The investment will move Indiana to the forefront of artificial intelligence in America, said Purdue University President Mung Chiang said. The new plant will be built at the Purdue Research Park, an economic development incubator at the university.
The company said the plant will produce high-bandwidth memory chips that will help meet U.S. demand for semiconductors, develop future generations of chips and house an advanced packaging research and development line at the 430,000-square-foot plant (nearly 40,000-square-meter) around 100 miles (160 kilometers) southeast of Chicago.

    


"We believe this project will lay the foundation for a new Silicon Heartland, a semiconductor ecosystem centered in the Midwest," company CEO Kwak Noh-Jung said in a news release.




Gov. Eric Holcomb said the project "not only reaffirms the state's role in the hard tech sector, but is also another tremendous step forward in advancing U.S. innovation and national security." 
The Indiana Economic Development Corp. offered the company of up to $3 million in incentive-based training grants, up to $3 million in manufacturing readiness grants, up to $80 million in performance payments, up to $554.7 million in tax rebates and other incentives. The cities of West Lafayette and Lafayette, Tippecanoe County and Duke Energy offered additional Incentives.
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    [image: FILE - The Amazon logo is seen in Douai, northern France, Thursday, April 16, 2020. Amazon said Wednesday, April 3, 2024, it's cutting hundreds of jobs in its cloud computing unit AWS as part of a strategic shift. (AP Photo/Michel Spingler, File)]
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                                        Amazon said Wednesday it's cutting hundreds of jobs in its cloud computing unit AWS as part of a strategic shift. 
The company will trim "a few hundred roles" in the team that overlooks technology for physical stores, a move that comes just a day after Amazon said it was ditching Just Walk Out technology in its U.S. grocery stores. 
In addition to the physical stores technology team, Amazon said it's cutting "several hundred roles" in the AWS sales, marketing and global service organization. Most of those cuts are related to business changes in AWS training and certification programs as well as sales operations. The tech giant said it was also making cuts elsewhere so it can invest in other business priorities. 
"These decisions are difficult but necessary as we continue to invest, hire, and optimize resources to deliver innovation for our customers," Amazon spokesperson Duncan Neasham said in a statement. 

    


The AWS layoffs follow other layoffs that happened at Amazon and its subsidiaries this year. In January, the company cut several hundred positions across its Prime Video and MGM Studios unit. That same month, Twitch, the popular social media platform owned by Amazon, laid off more than 500 jobs in a bid to save on costs. The online audiobook and podcast service Audible also laid off about 5% of its workforce. 
Amazon says it will continue to hire in priority areas. The company currently has thousands of AWS job openings posted online. It says it will try to find internal opportunities for employees whose roles are impacted. 
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    [image: This photo provided by Black Tomato shows an Icelandic glacier on a hiking trek. Black Tomato, the avant-garde travel company offers a trip they call Get Lost. You fill out an extensive questionnaire on what you're expecting from your escape, but you'll have no idea where you're going till they get you there. Environment options are Polar, Desert, Coastal, Jungle or Mountain. (Black Tomato via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Black Tomato shows the Redwood National Park in California. From serene nature retreats to silent walking, or just the soothing soundtracks of nature on your headphones while commuting, the quest for quietude has become one of modern travel's new trends. (Black Tomato via AP)]
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[image: This photo shows the White Sands National Park in New Mexico. "Transformative travel's a trend we're tracking for growth," says Alex Hawkins, editor at the foresight consultancy The Future Laboratory. "It taps into consumers' desire for self-reflective tourism experiences.". (Black Tomato via AP).]
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[image: This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a tranquil scene in the Canadian wilderness. Black Tomato's co-founder Tom Marchant says wilderness travel provides the challenge of managing the environment, but ]
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[image: This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a rugged coastline near Cape Peron, Australia. It's not just about escaping the cacophony of everyday life while on holiday. For many, it's a shift toward introspection; a deeper connection with ourselves, and where we are both literally and figuratively. (Black Tomato via AP).]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a rugged coastline near Cape Peron, Australia. It's not just about escaping the cacophony of everyday life while on holiday. For many, it's a shift toward introspection; a deeper connection with ourselves, and where we are both literally and figuratively. (Black Tomato via AP).


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Shhh, I'm on vacation. Travelers are on a quest for the quiet

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Black Tomato shows an Icelandic glacier on a hiking trek. Black Tomato, the avant-garde travel company offers a trip they call Get Lost. You fill out an extensive questionnaire on what you're expecting from your escape, but you'll have no idea where you're going till they get you there. Environment options are Polar, Desert, Coastal, Jungle or Mountain. (Black Tomato via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | This photo provided by Black Tomato shows an Icelandic glacier on a hiking trek. Black Tomato, the avant-garde travel company offers a trip they call Get Lost. You fill out an extensive questionnaire on what you're expecting from your escape, but you'll have no idea where you're going till they get you there. Environment options are Polar, Desert, Coastal, Jungle or Mountain. (Black Tomato via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5
This photo provided by Black Tomato shows an Icelandic glacier on a hiking trek. Black Tomato, the avant-garde travel company offers a trip they call Get Lost. You fill out an extensive questionnaire on what you're expecting from your escape, but you'll have no idea where you're going till they get you there. Environment options are Polar, Desert, Coastal, Jungle or Mountain. (Black Tomato via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Black Tomato shows the Redwood National Park in California. From serene nature retreats to silent walking, or just the soothing soundtracks of nature on your headphones while commuting, the quest for quietude has become one of modern travel's new trends. (Black Tomato via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | This photo provided by Black Tomato shows the Redwood National Park in California. From serene nature retreats to silent walking, or just the soothing soundtracks of nature on your headphones while commuting, the quest for quietude has become one of modern travel's new trends. (Black Tomato via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5
This photo provided by Black Tomato shows the Redwood National Park in California. From serene nature retreats to silent walking, or just the soothing soundtracks of nature on your headphones while commuting, the quest for quietude has become one of modern travel's new trends. (Black Tomato via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo shows the White Sands National Park in New Mexico. "Transformative travel's a trend we're tracking for growth," says Alex Hawkins, editor at the foresight consultancy The Future Laboratory. "It taps into consumers' desire for self-reflective tourism experiences.". (Black Tomato via AP).]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | This photo shows the White Sands National Park in New Mexico. "Transformative travel's a trend we're tracking for growth," says Alex Hawkins, editor at the foresight consultancy The Future Laboratory. "It taps into consumers' desire for self-reflective tourism experiences.". (Black Tomato via AP).


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
This photo shows the White Sands National Park in New Mexico. "Transformative travel's a trend we're tracking for growth," says Alex Hawkins, editor at the foresight consultancy The Future Laboratory. "It taps into consumers' desire for self-reflective tourism experiences.". (Black Tomato via AP).


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a tranquil scene in the Canadian wilderness. Black Tomato's co-founder Tom Marchant says wilderness travel provides the challenge of managing the environment, but ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a tranquil scene in the Canadian wilderness. Black Tomato's co-founder Tom Marchant says wilderness travel provides the challenge of managing the environment, but "it's also a time to truly disconnect from daily life in an entirely new way." (Black Tomato via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a tranquil scene in the Canadian wilderness. Black Tomato's co-founder Tom Marchant says wilderness travel provides the challenge of managing the environment, but "it's also a time to truly disconnect from daily life in an entirely new way." (Black Tomato via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a rugged coastline near Cape Peron, Australia. It's not just about escaping the cacophony of everyday life while on holiday. For many, it's a shift toward introspection; a deeper connection with ourselves, and where we are both literally and figuratively. (Black Tomato via AP).]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a rugged coastline near Cape Peron, Australia. It's not just about escaping the cacophony of everyday life while on holiday. For many, it's a shift toward introspection; a deeper connection with ourselves, and where we are both literally and figuratively. (Black Tomato via AP).


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5
This photo provided by Black Tomato shows a rugged coastline near Cape Peron, Australia. It's not just about escaping the cacophony of everyday life while on holiday. For many, it's a shift toward introspection; a deeper connection with ourselves, and where we are both literally and figuratively. (Black Tomato via AP).


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By KIM COOK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        At home in the New York City suburbs, Oscar Sandoval has lots of friends and an active social life. But when it's time for vacation, he prefers to keep it quiet. Like, literally.
Sandoval began practicing Zen Buddhism a few years back, and has been on silent retreats to Buddhist monasteries around San Francisco and elsewhere. He'd stroll, sit, do some gardening and generally contemplate life for a week. More recently, he's done solo backpacking trips across Spain.
"The internal experience varies from times of very little thinking to periods of many thoughts or songs playing in my head," he says. "The utter peace and stillness is impossible to put into words."
Travel journalist Chloe Berge bemoaned the buzzing interruption of a drone while she was hiking the Faroe Islands' remote coastline during the pandemic. "The world is getting louder, and it's increasingly harder to escape the noise, even in nature."

    


But it's worth a try, say the travelers who are seeking relief in silence. Or as close as they can get to it.
From serene nature retreats to silent walking, the quest for quietude has become one of modern travel's latest trends. Conde Nast Traveler said last month it was "the travel trend we're most obsessed with this year."




For many, quiet travel goes beyond escaping the cacophony of everyday life while on vacation. It can be a shift toward introspection; a deeper connection with where we are both literally and figuratively.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

You might even feel healthier.
In a study published in the journal JAMA Psychiatry in late 2022, for instance, mindfulness meditation worked as well as a standard drug for treating anxiety.
"Transformative travel's a trend we're tracking for growth," says Alex Hawkins, editor at the trend forecaster and consultancy The Future Laboratory. "It taps into consumers' desire for self-reflective tourism experiences."

    


The "wellness tourism industry," he says, includes "demand for hyper-personal holidays and health-driven stays."
PEACEFUL PAMPERING
The company Dark Retreats Oregon offers a five-day "Dark Retreat" in Tidewater, Oregon, as "a great space for self-care" through darkness, digital detox and a healthy diet. Participants can keep the lights off as much as they want during their stay, and can also decide how much they talk to others.
BookRetreats, which urges clients to "Unplug. De-stress. Recharge," offers silent meditation retreats in Bali, Portugal, Mexico and the Netherlands, and closer to home in North Carolina, Quebec and California.
Finland's Utula Nature offers a silent stay amidst the pines on Lake Saimaa, about five hours from Helsinki.
SERENE STROLLING
Ditching the phone, zipping your lip, and putting on your comfy hikers; that's the silent walking trend that's found thousands of friends on TikTok.
Gordon Hempton is an acoustic ecologist in Washington State also known as The Sound Tracker. He's spent several decades roaming rainforests, coastlines and deserts looking for interesting and often rare nature sounds -- sounds you can't easily hear when there's a lot of human-made noise. "I care very deeply about quiet," he says.

    


He's a co-founder of Quiet Parks International, a non-profit created to raise awareness of the benefits for both people and wildlife of less noise. Ecuador's Zabalo River park was the first to receive quiet park designation - it's not technically "quiet," of course: Howler monkeys, birds, insects and the thrum of the river provide a natural soundtrack. But the nearest concentration of human activity is a village of roughly 200 people, about 10 miles away.
There are even a couple of urban areas designated as quiet parks - one just outside the bustling metropolis of Taipei, Taiwan's capital. Another is in Hampstead Heath, about 30 miles from central London. The grassy, 800-acre park inspired C.S. Lewis' "The Chronicles of Narnia."
Quiet Parks International offers experiences like forest bathing, where you open your senses to the meditative and relaxing elements of a walk in the woods.
For those who can't get out to nature, the Quiet Parks website has recordings of wildlife and weather in the rainforest; morning in the West Texas desert; and sounds of day and nightfall in northern Alaska.

    


LOW-KEY LOST
Black Tomato's got an interesting proposition for you. The avant-garde travel company offers a trip they call Get Lost. You fill out an extensive questionnaire on what you're expecting from your escape, but you'll have no idea where you're going till they get you there. Environment options are Polar, Desert, Coastal, Jungle or Mountain.
You're given pre-trip prep advice and navigation instruction, and then, at trip time, all the transfers, gear and mapped-out checkpoints you'll need. Your progress is monitored by a specialist in the chosen environment and by a local guiding support team. You can bail out at any time.
"We've sent clients to Iceland and Alaska," says Black Tomato's co-founder Tom Marchant. "We sent one solo traveler to Mongolia." A woman trekked on her own across Morocco's Atlas Mountains.
Marchant says there's the challenge of managing the environment, but "it's also a time to truly disconnect from daily life in an entirely new way."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/travel-quiet-dark-destinations-b85b82e63d6409dd536d68dbae2e5797
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                    A second grade teacher in rural Tennessee has been chosen as the 2024 National Teacher of the Year. Missy Testerman has drawn accolades for celebrating differences among her students while emphasizing their shared humanity over decades of teaching in the Appalachia. (AP Video: David R. Martin)
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    [image: In this photo provided by the Tennessee Department of Education, 2nd grade teacher Missy Testerman, center, who teaches English as a second language, works with students Dafne Lozano, left, and Dwiti Patel, right, at the Rogersville City School, Thursday, March 13, 2024, in Rogersville, Tenn. Testerman has been named the 2024 National Teacher of the Year by the Council of Chief State School Officers. (Tennessee Department of Education via AP)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- When Ali Aglan joined Missy Testerman's second grade class, his family had just moved from Egypt to rural east Tennessee, where his parents now run an Italian restaurant. Coming home from school one day in the town of Rogersville, he told his mother that no one would talk to him. "He said, 'I have no friends there.' He was crying. It broke my heart," Rabab Aglan said. 
So she called the teacher. "I don't know what she did, but a few days later he came home and said, 'Now I have a lot of friends.'"
Officials announced Wednesday that Testerman has been named the 2024 National Teacher of the Year. Those who know Testerman say that's no wonder, having become familiar with the magic she works in the classroom each day. 
Testerman has a special affinity for children from other cultures who comprise just a fraction of the 650 students at the pre-K-8 Rogersville City School. That is why, after 30 years of teaching first and second grade, Testerman got an endorsement to teach English as a second language in 2022.

    


Ali Aglan is now a senior in high school sorting through college offers, but Testerman is still helping the family. His sister Jasmen is now Testerman's ESL student.




On Wednesday, the Council of Chief State School Officers announced that Testerman was chosen to receive the national title from among the state teachers of the year. First lady Jill Biden surprised Testerman during a nationally televised appearance Wednesday morning with a bouquet of flowers and the news that she and the nation's other top teachers will be treated to a state dinner at the White House.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm a teacher, as you well know, and I've been teaching over 30 years, just like Missy has, and I always say teachers are our heroes," Biden said. 
As Teacher of the Year, Testerman will spend a year traveling the country as an ambassador, urging other teachers to become strong advocates for their students and fellow educators.

    


Testerman said in her finalist application that it seems at times that state legislatures across the country are passing laws that do not address actual problems in education.
"Schools had to hire someone to scan every book in the building under the guise that pornography is lurking in a kindergarten classroom, yet we do not have funding to hire a behaviorist to help with the kindergarteners who are disrupting classrooms every day," she wrote. "Part of this dilemma is our fault. It is time that we educate those who make policies that affect our students." 
Over decades of teaching, Testerman developed a knack for celebrating differences while emphasizing the shared humanity of all those she works with. 
As a second grade teacher, she created a curriculum using a diverse array of famous Americans that blends literacy and social studies. Today she works with 21 children whose first language is not English. She said her students speak five different languages, with their families hailing from five countries on four continents. Among them are children just beginning to learn English and older children close to mastery of English. 

    


Watching a child acquire another language is "an amazing, magical transformation," Testerman said. "There's a level of excitement in a learner when they realize they are able to understand the language they are hearing around them."
ESL instruction for those with little or no English begins with using pictures and hand gestures to teach words for simple, everyday objects such as books and pencils. Then she moves to simple sentences like "I have a pencil. I have a computer. I have a black computer," Testerman said.
The first full sentence she teaches students with no English is, "May I please use the bathroom." It may sound trivial, but it's vitally important for her students, along with basic phrases like, "I need some water, please," or, "I need a pencil, please," she said.
"Just to see how they light up at being able to give themselves a voice is just incredible," she said. 
Testerman also develops close ties with the families of her students. She goes out of her way to help them navigate American culture and integrate into the community. That includes things like teaching them about the local library system or the post office. She also takes steps to help her longtime neighbors in this Appalachian town of about 4,500 people to accept the newcomers. 

    


"Simple gestures such as sitting with my students' families at high school graduation or a school play goes a long way in helping them find acceptance in our rural area, since I have belonged to this community for decades and others trust my lead," Testerman wrote in her finalist application. 
"Her kindness shows. Her compassion is really deep," said sophomore Nadeen Aglan, who is the sister of Ali and Jasmen and had Testerman as a second grade teacher. 
Testerman said she primarily uses a translation app to communicate with her students' parents. It works well, although it's not perfect. After she was announced as a finalist, she got "a really sweet note from a mama about all the things I had done for her child," she said, but with one language gaffe. The opening line? "Congratulations for nothing!"

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/national-teacher-missy-testerman-tennessee-cc4391a1f647e74c4bc49416db8e939b
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                    For the 50th year in a row, citizen scientist Billy Barr is busy measuring snow every day at 9500 feet outside of his cabin in the remote mountain town of Gothic in Colorado's Rocky Mountains. (Video by: Brittany Peterson)
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    [image: Billy Barr holds his canister with newly fallen snow Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. So-called ]
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[image: Billy Barr measures the depth of new snow that has fallen onto his snow board Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. So-called ]
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[image: A ruler Billy Barr uses to measure snow depth is stored Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. So-called ]
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[image: A sign sits Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. The area is four miles from the nearest plowed road. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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[image: Billy Barr skis Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. So-called ]
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[image: The East River flows beneath snow Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. Billy Barr's measurements revealed something he never expected long ago: snow is arriving later and disappearing earlier as the world warms. That's a concerning sign for millions of people in the drought-stricken Southwest who rely on mountain snowpack to slowly melt throughout spring and summer to provide a steady stream of water for cities, agriculture and ecosystems. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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[image: Billy Barr's solar panels and weather measuring equipment sits outside his home Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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[image: Billy Barr weighs the newly fallen snow Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. So-called ]
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[image: Billy Barr shows the handwritten notes he kept on weather and animal sightings Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. Today, that data is logged digitally. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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[image: Billy Barr updates his weather observations on his website Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. So-called ]
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[image: Billy Barr waters vegetables in his greenhouse Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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[image: Billy Barr shakes snow off his skis Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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[image: Billy Barr skis Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Gothic, Colo. So-called ]
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                                        GOTHIC, Colo. (AP) -- Four miles from the nearest plowed road high in Colorado's Rocky Mountains, a 73-year-old man with a billowing gray beard and two replaced hips trudged through his front yard to measure fresh snow that fell during one mid-March day.
Billy Barr first began recording snow and weather data more than 50 years ago as a freshly minted Rutgers University environmental science graduate in Gothic, Colorado, near part of the Colorado River's headwaters.
Bored and looking to keep busy, he had rigged rudimentary equipment and each day had jotted the inches of fresh snow, just as he had logged gas station brands as a child on family road trips.
Unpaid but driven by compulsive curiosity and a preference for spending more than half the year on skis rather than on foot, Barr stayed here and kept measuring snowfall day after day, winter after winter. 

    


His faithful measurements revealed something he never expected long ago: snow is arriving later and disappearing earlier as the world warms. That's a concerning sign for millions of people in the drought-stricken Southwest who rely on mountain snowpack to slowly melt throughout spring and summer to provide a steady stream of water for cities, agriculture and ecosystems.


"Snow is a physical form of a water reservoir, and if there's not enough of it, it's gone," Barr said.
So-called "citizen scientists" have long played roles in making observations about plants and counting wildlife to help researchers better understand the environment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Barr is modest about his own contributions, although the once-handwritten snow data published on his website has informed numerous scientific papers and helped calibrate aerial snow sensing tools. And with each passing year, his data continues to grow.
"Anybody could do it," said the self-deprecating bachelor with a softened Jersey accent. "Being socially inept made me so I could do it for 50 years, but anyone can sit there and watch something like that."

    


Two winters ago, Barr's legs started buckling with frustrating frequency as he'd ski mellow loops through spruce trees looking for animal tracks -- another data point he collects. He feared it might be his last year in Gothic, a former mining town turned into a research facility owned by the Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory, where he worked full time for decades and is now a part-time accountant. 
"I was running out of time to live here," he said. "That's why I went through the hip replacements to prolong it."
Two hip replacement surgeries provided an extended lease on high altitude living. Barr cross-country skied more this past December than he did the entire previous winter.
"Unless something else goes wrong, which it will, but unless it's severe, I think I can last out here a while longer," he said. 
A lot could go wrong. As Barr sat on a bench beside at the research lab on an unseasonably warm March day, a heavy slab of snow slid off the roof and launched the bench forward, nearly causing him to fall. 
Not all risks are avoidable, but some are. If the ski track is too icy, he'll walk parallel in untracked snow to get better footing. He grows produce in a greenhouse attached to his home, and most of his non-perishable goods -- stocked the previous autumn -- are organic. He wears a mask when he's around others indoors. 

    


"I can't get a respiratory disease at this altitude," he said.
For Barr, longevity means more time for the quiet mountain lifestyle he enjoys from his rustic two-room house heated by passive solar and a wood stove. He uses a composting toilet and relies on solar panels to heat water, do laundry and enable his nightly movie viewing.
When he eventually retires from the mountains, Barr hopes to continue most of his long-running weather collection remotely.
He has been testing remote tools for five years, trying to calibrate them to his dated but reliable techniques. He figures it will take a few more years of testing before he'll trust the new tools and, even then, fears equipment failure.
For now, he measures snow in his tried and true way:

    


Around 4 p.m., he hikes uphill from his home to a flat, square board painted white, and sticks a metal ruler into accumulated snow to measure its depth. Next he pushes a clear canister upside down into the snow, uses a sheet of metal to scrape off the rest of the snow, then slides the sheet under the canister to help flip it over. He weighs the snow, subtracting the canister's weight, which lets him calculate the water content. 
So far, manual measuring remains the best method, scientists say. Automated snow measurements introduce a degree of uncertainty such as how wind spreads snow unevenly across the landscape, explained Ben Pritchett, senior forecaster at the Colorado Avalanche Information Center.
"Nothing replaces observing snow in person to understand how it's changing," Pritchett said.

    


But Barr's data collection has always been unpaid volunteer work -- and that complicates any succession plan when he eventually leaves his home in Gothic.
"If environmental science were funded like the way we fund cancer research or other efforts, we would absolutely continue that research and data collection," said Ian Billick, executive director for the Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory. "It would be super valuable."
The lab has winter caretakers who could ski the half mile (.8 kilometer) to Barr's home to manually measure new snow at the same site with his same method, but someone would still need to foot the bill for their time. 
Barr is well aware that his humble weather station is just a snapshot of the Colorado River basin, and that satellites, lasers and computer models can now calculate how much snow falls basin-wide and predict resulting runoff. Yet local scientists say some of those models wouldn't be as precise without his work. 
Ian Breckheimer, an ecologist with the Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory, measures snow from space using satellites. Given the distance, Breckheimer needed on-the-ground data to calibrate his model. 
"Billy's data provides that ground truth," Breckheimer said. "We know that his data is right. So that means that we can compare all the things that we think we can see to the things that we know are right."
Between measuring the snow and noting animal sightings, Barr created a body of work that no one asked him to assemble and that hasn't brought him a dime.
Although it's helped inspire scientists who work with the nearby mountainside lab, Barr said he started measuring snowfall out of a simple desire to relate to the world around him. He felt out of place in the city and choked by social expectations. 
"I didn't fit into anything and it doesn't make me a miscreant," he said. "You have to look for what will work for you. And sometimes that means trying different things and going different places."
Just as he engineered a lifestyle that bucks societal norms, Barr hopes the high-tech water forecasting tools scientists have today will lead to unconventional solutions for rationing the dwindling resource. 
"It could lead to things like, well, we really can't have green lawns in the middle of Arizona anymore, because that's not a good use of the limited water resource," Barr said. "And water is more precious than gold."
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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                                        Genesis, the spinoff luxury automaker from Hyundai, launched its GV80 midsize SUV in 2021. Noting its high-quality interior, supple ride over bumps, and generous complement of standard tech features, Edmunds immediately ranked it as one of the top models in its class. But how does the Genesis stack up against the latest competition? The popular Lexus RX was fully redesigned for 2023, bringing with it new powertrains and improved features. The auto experts at Edmunds compared the two SUVs to determine which one most deserves your money. 
ENGINES AND FUEL ECONOMY
Two engines are available in the GV80: a 300-horsepower turbocharged four-cylinder or a 375-horsepower turbocharged V6. Lexus goes for a broader lineup that includes four available powertrains, three of which are hybrids: the gas-only RX 350, the RX 350h hybrid, RX 450h+ plug-in hybrid and the RX 500h performance hybrid. 

    


The base RX 350 packs a 275-horsepower turbocharged four-cylinder, while the top-line RX 500h has a hybrid powertrain good for 366 horsepower. Neither can quite match the power of the GV80, which Edmunds has found to be a little quicker in daily driving and for highway passing.




But there's a big difference in fuel economy. The RX 350h gets up to an EPA-estimated 36 mpg in combined driving. Going with the plug-in 450h+ could get you even better mpg. Meanwhile, fuel economy for the GV80 is lackluster. The four-cylinder model checks in at an EPA-estimated 22 mpg combined. Genesis doesn't offer a hybrid GV80 at all.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Winner: Lexus RX
COMFORT AND UTILITY
The GV80 stays reasonably well controlled when driving around corners. The real magic, however, is in the GV80's ride quality. The suspension does an excellent job of softening bumps both big and small. Part of the reason it does such a good job is it knows what's coming thanks to an available forward-mounted camera that reads the road surface ahead and adjusts the suspension accordingly. Seat comfort is also exceptional, and the cabin is well isolated from road noise and vibrations. 

    


Lexus vehicles have a well-earned reputation for providing a smooth ride, and the latest RX lives up to it. Additionally, the seats are comfortable and supportive and the interior is one of the quietest you'll find. But head-to-head, the GV80 is just a bit better. 
The GV80 also scores points for its roomier cargo area, higher maximum towing capacity and available third-row seat. That third row is small and only suitable for small children, but it can come in handy for those rare occasions when you need to take extra passengers along.
Winner: GV80 
FEATURES AND VALUE
Both SUVs come well stocked with technology features. The GV80 comes standard with a 14.5-inch touchscreen with onboard navigation and Apple CarPlay and Android Auto smartphone integration. The RX has a 9.8-inch touchscreen standard with a 14-inch unit available on higher trims. One nice touch in the RX, however, is that you can connect your phone with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto wirelessly; in the GV80, you need to use a USB cable.
RX pricing is also appealing. The least expensive RX in the lineup is the front-wheel-drive RX 350 that starts at about $50,000, including destination fees. Adding all-wheel drive is another $1,600. The GV80, which comes standard with all-wheel drive, starts at just over $59,000 for a four-cylinder 2.5T model. The RX's lower starting price is a notable advantage, especially because both SUVs have a comparable set of initial standard features. 

    


The price gap narrows at the more expensive models, however. For example, step up to the GV80 3.5T with its V6 engine and you're looking at slightly more than $66,000 to start. The similarly powered RX 500h is around $64,000. 
Genesis does offer the best warranty for a luxury brand, with five years/60,000 miles for basic coverage and a 10-year/100,000-mile powertrain warranty. The RX comes with a four-year/50,000-mile basic warranty and an eight-year/100,000-mile warranty for the RX's available hybrid powertrains. 
Winner: tie
EDMUNDS SAYS 
The Lexus RX will easily please shoppers looking for comfort, reasonable pricing and reputable build quality. In many ways, the latest version continues to be a class benchmark. But it's the GV80, with its superior comfort, utility and distinctive style, that Edmunds' experts find slightly more appealing overall. 
_____
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds. Alex Nishimoto is a contributor at Edmunds.
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- The inflation that has squeezed European shoppers fell more than expected in March to 2.4%, as cost spikes in the grocery aisle eased and overall price rises headed down in the two biggest economies, Germany and France. 
The annual figure for the 20 countries that use the euro currency came in below the 2.5% predicted by financial markets and brings the European Central Bank ever closer to its inflation goal of 2%. 
But analysts say the decline from 2.6% in February, though welcome, would likely not be enough to move up the ECB's first interest rate cut.
The bank's rate-setting council meets next week, but the first reduction in borrowing costs is not expected until June despite an economy that's failing to grow, several analysts said.
Food inflation fell to 2.7% from 3.9%, and energy prices dropped by 1.8%, according to numbers released Wednesday by Eurostat, the European Union's statistics agency. Meanwhile, core inflation, which excludes volatile food and energy costs, eased to 2.9% from 3.1% in February.

    


Annual inflation fell to 2.3% in Germany from 2.7% the month before and to 2.4% in France from 3.2%. The data from Germany -- Europe's largest economy -- "brings some relief for the ECB," said Carsten Brzeski, global head of macro at ING bank. 




But prices for services, which include everything from movie tickets to medical care, are still high, and ECB officials will want to see the latest numbers on wage increases, analysts say. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We think the ECB will commence with rate cuts in June," said Rory Fennessy, senior economist at Oxford Economics. "While core inflation eased, the stubbornness of services inflation and the desire for the ECB for more wage data makes an April rate cut unlikely."
The U.S. Federal Reserve also is expected to cut rates later this year. Fed officials have penciled in three rate cuts, even as the decline in inflation there has slowed. 

    


In Europe, inflation spiked to an record high of 10.6% in October 2022 after Russia cut off most of its natural gas to the continent over the war in Ukraine, sending energy prices skyrocketing and driving a cost-of-living crisis. 
Along with losing that affordable supply of gas needed to heat homes, generate electricity and power factories, the rebound from the pandemic also strained supply chains, helping push up inflation.
Those price pressures have eased, but now workers are pressing for higher pay to make up for lost purchasing power. That has slowed the decline in inflation and left the ECB wary of cutting interest rates too soon. 
The ECB rapidly raised its key rate from minus 0.5% to a record-high 4% between July 2022 and September 2023. Raising interest rates fights inflation by making credit to buy things more expensive, driving down spending and easing pressure on prices. 
But rate hikes also can hinder economic growth, and the focus has now has turned to when the ECB will declare victory over inflation and start cutting rates to support the stalled economy. The slowdown came as inflation drained consumers' pocketbooks of purchasing power and rate hikes kicked in. 
The eurozone economy didn't grow in the last three months of 2023, and figures for the first three months of this year are due April 30.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal officials are investigating a Southwest Airlines flight that veered off course and flew close to the air traffic control tower at LaGuardia Airport last month.
The Federal Aviation Administration said Thursday that the plane flew off course due to bad weather as it approached for landing at the busy New York City airport.
The plane flew as low as 300 feet before an air traffic controller - speaking in an unusually urgent tone - told the pilots to abandon their landing and climb to 2,000 feet, according to audio captured by LiveATC.net. 
The controller said the plane was not lined up with the runway; it appeared to be east of the intended landing route.
"He was not going to land on the runway," the controller said.
The flight was diverted to Baltimore, where the plane landed safely. After a brief stop, the plane flew back to New York, according to data from Flightradar24.com.

    


"The FAA is investigating and will determine if the aircraft flew over the tower at LaGuardia," an agency spokesperson said. The National Transportation Safety Board said it was also investigating but did not plan to issue any immediate reports.
Dallas-based Southwest did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The March 23 incident on the flight from Nashville, Tennessee, was reported earlier by CBS News.
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                                        Ask Andy Kohlberg, one of the American owners of Spanish club Mallorca along with NBA greats Steve Kerr and Steve Nash, if he recommends soccer club-ownership in Europe, and he'll give you a straight answer.
"Not to anyone sane," Kohlberg says with a chuckle.
"It's very hard. It's very different than running a normal business, and especially in another country, dealing with the difference in culture and language and customs," says Kohlberg, a former professional tennis player who is Mallorca's main shareholder and its president.
In fact, the former vice chairman of the Phoenix Suns will tell you that people would be better off taking an NBA team or another franchise in American sports, where there's no need to deal with the "ups and downs" of relegations and promotions that are inherent to soccer leagues and that can ruin clubs' finances.

    


"It's totally different with American sports," he says. "If you have a bad season, it's just one season, there's not a lot of change. I think we are the only club in Spain that's been in six years in six divisions. It's not a record I'm proud of, but I think very few people have suffered like us."




Come this weekend, though, Kohlberg and minority owners Kerr and Nash will be enjoying the fun part of the soccer club-ownership experience. They will be watching Mallorca share center stage with Athletic Bilbao on Saturday in Seville in the final of the Copa del Rey.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The "historic and surprising" trip to the final, as Kohlberg puts it, helps validate the work being done by the American owners who bought the Balearic Islands club eight years ago by purchasing some $20 million worth of shares in a deal led by former Phoenix Suns owner Robert Sarver.
The Copa success also helps show that Mallorca is on the right track despite the early struggles for the club, whose main goal in recent years has been to remain in Spain's top-flight.

    


Despite the hardships, the 64-year-old Kohlberg guarantees there are no regrets at having made the leap into club ownership in Europe, and says the American owners are in it for the long run.
"The passion here for football is amazing and different than in the U.S.," Kohlberg tells The Associated Press after a meeting with journalists organized by the EFE Spanish news agency. "In the U.S., they are passionate but it's more about fun and entertainment and music and cheerleaders and dancing, whereas here it's just tribal warfare, something deeper."
Kerr and Nash are not as involved with the club, though Kohlberg said they watch the games and sometimes talk about the results afterward. Nash became a shareholder during the club's purchase in 2016, while Kerr joined last year. The Golden State Warriors coach spoke to the first-team squad when he visited the club in 2022.
Nash, the two-time NBA MVP who is an avid soccer fan, used to be on the board and made several visits to Mallorca. He has also practiced with the team's B squad in the past.
"When the team loses, they call me and ask, 'What are you doing?'" Kohlberg joked about Nash's and Kerr's involvement with the club.

    


Other former athletes who are Mallorca investors include former U.S. soccer player Stuart Holden and former England defender Graeme Le Saux, who is also a board member.
"The mentality of successful athletes is different," Kohlberg says. "They understand what type of players are successful."
Mallorca is one of only five first-division clubs in Spain with foreign ownership, along with Girona, Granada, Almeria and Valencia. Mallorca is the only one owned by Americans.
Nash, Holden and La Saux are expected to be at La Cartuja Stadium for Saturday's final. Nash and Holden were caught on camera wildly celebrating the club's promotion to the first division in 2019.
Kohlberg will also be there on Saturday. He has been involved in the club's bigger decisions, but leaves the day-to-day running to business CEO Alfonso Diaz and sporting director Pablo Ortells. He says there is no reason to bring someone from the U.S. to take on those roles.

    


"It has to be run from Mallorca," Kohlberg says. "It has to be people living in Mallorca, people who know Spanish football."
Kohlberg says he has been coming to Spain about four times a year. He took majority control of the club last summer after buying Sarver's shares during the club's restructuring.
One of the reasons the Americans picked Mallorca was because it's based on a tourist island that attracts some 13 million visitors every year.
"Maybe they are from Germany and are Bayern Munich fans but they want to come for a unique football experience," Kohlberg says. "We are trying to bring something different and unique to Mallorca."
Mallorca used some of the money that the Spanish league received from the CVC investment fund to renovate its 26,000-capacity stadium and promote a better experience for fans. It renovated VIP areas and created entertainment zones that are more similar to those found in American arenas than in other soccer stadiums in Spain.

    


The club has almost 21,000 season ticket-holders and had to work with airlines and companies that run the ferry service from mainland Spain to the island to make sure nearly all them could make the trip to Seville for the final.
Mallorca has a budget of nearly 70 million euros ($75.7 million), and the American owners are believed to have invested more than $100 million in the club since they arrived.
Founded in 1916, Mallorca enjoyed some of its best years in the late 1990s and early 2000s, when it finished third in the Spanish league in 1999 and 2001, and won the Copa del Rey in 2003. It hadn't made it to the Copa final since then, having previously lost the decider in 1991 and 1998. It was in the third division in 2017-18, and went up and down through divisions after that, though it is making its third straight appearance in the top tier.
"When we bought the club we did not plan to go up and down, up and down, up and down ..." Kohlberg says. "It's difficult when you are going up and down, but you are just trying to build a good foundation. Investing in the academy, the stadium, the practice facilities, the management team. If you are building a foundation, you can manage the ups and downs and hopefully we can remain in La Liga and continue to build the club."
More important than winning the Copa, which would not bring significant prize money, is for Mallorca to remain in the top tier. It sits in 15th place, six points above the relegation zone.
"We want to solidify our position in the first division and keep growing so we can comfortably stay in the top half of the standings every season," Diaz says. "Right now, we still work with two parallel budgets, one for if we play in the first division and another if we are relegated."
The team's recent revival can be linked to the arrival of veteran Mexican coach Javier Aguirre in March 2022. He helped the team avoid relegation that year, and led Mallorca to a ninth-place finish last season. His contract expires at the end of the season and there's still no decision on whether he'll return.
Kohlberg says the focus is on beating Athletic on Saturday.
"It would put us on another level as a club," he says. "It would be great for the fans, great for the project. The stadium has already revolutionized the club, and this would take it to another level."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Nigerian authorities asked in court Thursday for cryptocurrency exchange Binance and two of its executives to be tried for alleged money laundering and tax evasion, the first legal step following weeks of a criminal investigation into the trading platform.
Only Tigran Gambaryan, an American citizen and Binance's head of financial crime compliance, attended the court hearing as Nadeem Anjarwalla, the company's regional manager remains at large after fleeing custody in late March.
Nigeria harbors Africa's largest crypto economy in terms of trade volume with many citizens using crypto to hedge their finances against surging inflation and the declining local currency. Authorities, however, alleged the platform was being used for money laundering and terrorism financing.
In separate charges seen by The Associated Press Thursday at the Federal High Court in the capital, Abuja, Nigeria's anti-corruption agency and the local tax authority accused Binance and the two officials of operating without the required license, unlawfully negotiating foreign exchange rates, tax evasion and concealing the origin of illegal proceeds and revenue of $35.4 million.

    


Gambaryan was escorted in and out of the court by officials from the anti-corruption agency. 




Binance couldn't be immediately reached for comment.
Since Gambaryan and Anjarwalla were arrested on Feb.26, their trial has been shrouded with controversy after they accused authorities of illegally detaining them and seizing their passports.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In addition, local media had reported that the Nigerian government demanded the names of citizens trading on the platform.
The Abuja court on Thursday adjourned the formal commencement of the money laundering trial till April 8 after Mark Mordi, Gambaryan's lawyer, argued that his client could not represent Binance in the case without the company's permission, which the public prosecutor disagreed with.
"There is proof that the second defendant (Gambaryan) is a representative of the first defendant in this country (Binance)," Ekene Iheanacho, a lawyer representing Nigeria's Economic and Financial Crimes Commission said.
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    [image: FILE - Lebanese caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati speaks during a conference announcing a French reconstruction plan for the Beirut Port, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. Mikati has denied all allegations of money laundering after a complaint was filed in France by two anti-corruption groups this week. The complaint against Najib Mikati was formally filed Tuesday, April 2, 2024, to France's National Financial Prosecutor's office by French anti-corruption non-governmental organization Sherpa and the Collective of Victims of Fraudulent and Criminal Practices. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Lebanon's billionaire caretaker prime minister has denied allegations of money laundering after a complaint was filed in France by two anti-corruption groups this week. 
The complaint against Najib Mikati was formally filed Tuesday with France's National Financial Prosecutor's office by French anti-corruption non-governmental organization Sherpa and the Collective of Victims of Fraudulent and Criminal Practices.
Sherpa said the objective is to "shed light on the conditions under which Lebanese political figures like Najib Mikati accumulated considerable wealth and on the role of financial intermediaries who facilitated these acquisitions."
No details were immediately available about the sums of money allegedly involved. 
The group said it drew the attention of French prosecutors to the conditions under which Mikati "has accumulated significant assets in France. The complaint also questions the origin of the funds that transited through the French banking system."

    


Mikati said in a statement published Wednesday by Lebanon's state-run National News Agency that he and members of his family have always acted in accordance with the law. He defended the family's "integrity" and said its business is characterized by "complete transparency." 




French prosecutors have yet to decide whether to launch an investigation.
One of the richest men in Lebanon, Mikati, 68, has served as prime minister since 2021. 
He founded the telecommunications company Investcom with his brother Taha in the 1980s and sold it in 2006 to South Africa's MTN Group for $5.5 billion.
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    [image: FILE - A bird flies over the San Juan Bay Estuary in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Oct. 26, 2013. A $62 million project to dredge Puerto Rico's biggest and most important seaport began Wednesday, April 3, 2024 amid fierce opposition from environmentalists. Crews will remove nearly 3 million cubic yards of marine floor to open the San Juan Bay to larger vessels including tankers that will serve a new liquid natural gas terminal on Puerto Rico's north coast. (AP Photo/Ricardo Arduengo, File)]
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- A $62 million project to dredge Puerto Rico's biggest and most important seaport began Wednesday amid fierce opposition from environmentalists and a pending lawsuit.
Crews with California-based Curtin Maritime will remove nearly 3 million cubic yards (76 million cubic feet) of marine floor to open the San Juan Bay to larger vessels including tankers that will serve a new liquid natural gas terminal on Puerto Rico's north coast.
The dredged material will be deposited into the Atlantic Ocean 2 nautical miles (4 kilometers) north of the U.S. territory in a move approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, officials said.
Gov. Pedro Pierluisi said the project overseen by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is expected to give a $400 million boost to the local economy, adding that the dredging will be completed by October.

    


He dismissed concerns by environmentalists who have said the project would endanger wildlife and humans. "This already was authorized at all federal levels, including any environmental impact it might have," he said.
In August 2022, the Arizona-based nonprofit Center for Biological Diversity filed a federal lawsuit against the U.S. government, saying the project threatens to destroy corals and seagrass beds and suck up turtles and other marine life.




The lawsuit is pending at a U.S. District Court in Washington, with a hearing last held in January.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are hoping for a decision soon," Catherine Kilduff, an attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity, said in a phone interview.
"The dredging itself causes sediment that can kill corals," she said. "Those corals have been impacted by diseases and warming waters, and so we're worried that this dredging project...could be a death knell."
Kilduff said the center also is concerned about manatees that swim in the San Juan Bay, where they depend on seagrass for food and are struck by ships.

    


She said the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers last dredged the bay in the early 2000s, promising they would plant an acre of seagrass.
"They still haven't done that," she said.
Kilduff noted that the federal government held a public comment period on the dredging project when Hurricane Maria struck Puerto Rico as a Category 4 storm in 2017, leaving the island without power or passable roads.
A USACE spokesperson did not immediately return a message seeking comment.
As the governor shared details about the project on Wednesday, a dredging vessel began operations in the background.
Officials said it would dig up to 46 feet (14 meters), with some areas in the San Juan Bay currently at depths ranging from 36 feet (11 meters) to 42 feet (13 meters).
"San Juan harbor is an economic engine and vital lifeline for Puerto Rico," U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Col. Charles Decker said in the announcement. "It's a phenomenal investment in the future of Puerto Rico."
The Corps is investing almost $45 million in the project, with the government of Puerto Rico providing the rest.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Maritime terminal prepares for influx of redirected ships as Baltimore bridge cleanup continues

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Crews continue to work through rain and limited visibility to remove the debris from the fallen Francis Scott Key bridge in Baltimore. More than a week after the bridge was struck by a cargo ship, new video shows the twisted metal and crushed shipping containers on top of the Dali. (AP video by Lea Skene)
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    [image: Wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Army Corps of Engineers Small Craft Captain Robert Kilchenstein navigates USACE Catlett towards the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 24 | Containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 24
Containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Shipping containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 24 | Shipping containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 24
Shipping containers are crushed as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 24 | Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 24
Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 24 | Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 24
Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 24 | Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 24
Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 24 | Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 24
Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 24 | Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 24
Cranes continue salvage work as wreckage of the Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- The only maritime shipping terminal currently operating in the Port of Baltimore is preparing to process an influx of ships as crews continue clearing the mangled wreckage of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge.
Tradepoint Atlantic will unload and process an estimated 10,000 vehicles over the next 15 days, according to a company statement. That includes six regularly scheduled ships and nine others redirected as access to the port's main terminals remains blocked, posing a logistical nightmare for shipping along the East Coast.
Crews opened a second temporary channel through the collapse site Tuesday, but it's too shallow for most commercial vessels. The two alternate channels are meant primarily to aid in the cleanup effort. Work continues to open a third channel that will allow larger vessels to pass through the bottleneck and restore more commercial activity, officials said. 

    


Meanwhile, bad weather has hindered salvage operations in recent days. The Patapsco River is also very murky, severely limiting the visibility of divers.
The bridge fell March 26 after being struck by the cargo ship Dali, which lost power shortly after leaving Baltimore, bound for Sri Lanka. The ship issued a mayday alert with just enough time for police to stop traffic, but not enough to save a roadwork crew filling potholes on the bridge. 




Authorities believe six of the workers plunged to their deaths in the collapse, including two whose bodies were recovered last week. Two others survived. The ship remains stationary, its 21 crew members still aboard.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Viewed close up from the deck of a Coast Guard boat, the scope of the catastrophe emerged through heavy fog Wednesday afternoon: Massive steel bridge girders were twisted like ribbons while crushed metal shipping containers dangled perilously from the stalled cargo ship. Fallen street lights that once lined the bridge jutted like toothpicks from the water's surface. 

    


The sheer volume of debris dwarfed even the cranes and barges involved in the cleanup. And that's only the view from above; officials said underwater conditions are significantly more challenging.
Divers are still trying to get a sense of the tangled, muddy web. Sonar is being used to map the wreckage on the river bottom in 50 feet (15 meters) of water. A large floating crane nicknamed "Chessy" is helping with the salvage.
Crews will soon begin lifting undamaged containers off the ship before removing the chunks of steel and concrete embedded in its bow, U.S. Coast Guard Rear Admiral Shannon Gilreath said at a news conference.
The Maryland Senate voted unanimously 47-0 to pass a bill Wednesday night to authorize the governor to use the state's rainy day fund to help port employees who are out of work and aren't covered under unemployment insurance while the port is closed or partially closed. That sends the bill to the Maryland House, which could approve the bill this week to send it to Gov. Wes Moore. 
The legislation also would let the governor use state reserves to help some small businesses avoid layoffs and encourage companies that relocate elsewhere to return to Baltimore once the port reopens.

    


President Joe Biden is expected to visit the collapse site Friday. 
Other vessels are also stuck in Baltimore's harbor until shipping traffic can resume through the port, which is one of the largest on the East Coast and a symbol of the city's maritime culture. It handles more cars and farm equipment than any other U.S. port.
___
Contributing to this report were Associated Press writers Brian Witte in Annapolis and Sarah Brumfield in Washington.
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- A Mexican drug cartel not only forced vendors to buy chicken at wildly inflated prices -- they sold them chicken "not fit for human consumption," investigators concluded this week.
Prosecutors in the State of Mexico this week concluded a monthslong investigation that found the hyper-violent Familia Michoacana cartel had been forcing small stores and market vendors to buy chicken at almost twice the normal price.
But to add insult to injury, test results released Monday on chicken found at one cartel-controlled warehouse in the city of Toluca -- just west of Mexico City -- found additives, some of which prosecutors said were potentially cancer-causing.
State prosecutors said they are "continuing with investigations of two warehouses seized on March 27 in Toluca because of their presumed links with extortion, and crimes against consumers."

    


"The seized food products are not fit for human consumption," the report said, citing the presence of potassium and sodium tartrate, among other additives found in the chicken.
The investigation began in December, when, days before Christmas, four chicken-processing workers were abducted from one of the warehouses.




Strangely, in a country where kidnap victims are often never seen again, the four men were found later unharmed and freed from a vehicle.
Prosecutors said last week they later discovered the workers at the warehouse had been abducted by the gang as part of a dispute with rivals, because the kidnappers wanted that warehouse for themselves.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The two warehouses raided last week were lucrative enterprises, because prosecutors said the cartel threatened customers if they did not agree to buy chicken at a price of 48 pesos ($3) per kilogram higher than the going rate, which is about $3 per kilogram.
In other words, the gang, which is known for ambushing police patrols and massacring an entire town government in 2022 -- sold bad birds at twice the going price.

    


Mexican cartels have gone to extreme lengths to diversify their income beyond just trafficking drugs, extorting money from everyone from tortilla shops to bus and taxi drivers. They have violently taken over legitimate business ranging from iron ore mining to internet service.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    [image: FILE - Wolf tracks are shown in the snow in this undated photo from the Sherman Creek Ranch near Walden, Colorado. A wolf has killed a calf in Colorado, wildlife officials said Wednesday, confirming the first livestock kill after 10 of the predators were controversially reintroduced in Dec. 2023. (Don Gittleson via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Wolf tracks are shown in the snow in this undated photo from the Sherman Creek Ranch near Walden, Colorado. A wolf has killed a calf in Colorado, wildlife officials said Wednesday, confirming the first livestock kill after 10 of the predators were controversially reintroduced in Dec. 2023. (Don Gittleson via AP, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By JESSE BEDAYN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        DENVER (AP) -- A wolf has killed a calf in Colorado, wildlife officials said Wednesday, confirming the first livestock kill after 10 of the predators were controversially reintroduced in December to the aggrievement of the state's rural residents.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife confirmed after an investigation that the wounds of the calf killed Tuesday, and nearby wolf tracks, were consistent with a wolf kill, what they refer to as a "depredation." 
"The field investigation found multiple tooth rake marks on the calf's hindquarters and neck, and hemorrhaging under the hide, consistent with wolf depredation," Jeromy Huntington, one of the agencies wildlife managers, said in a statement.
The agency did not say how many wolves were involved, or if it was one of the recently released animals. In the past few years, a handful of wolves have wandered down from Wyoming and killed livestock.

    


The calf's owner can be compensated by the state for the animal's market value, up to $15,000. Still, ranchers argue it's just not enough.
"The incident, which resulted in the loss of livestock, underscores the ongoing challenges faced by ranchers in managing conflicts between livestock and wildlife," Tatum Swink, spokesperson for Colorado Cattlemen's Association said in a statement.




Colorado's reintroduction of wolves, which narrowly won in a 2020 ballot measure, created political shockwaves throughout the state. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ranchers and farmers lambasted the proposal as "ballot biology," arguing that the animals would chomp into their businesses and the industry at large. Even nearby Republican states including Wyoming, Idaho and Montana refused to provide wolves to Colorado, which eventually got them from Oregon.
Proponents argued that the apex predators would reestablish an ecological balance in the area. Wolves were largely hunted out of the state by the 1940s.

    


Gray wolves killed some 800 domesticated animals across 10 states in 2022, including Colorado, according to a previous Associated Press review of depredation data from state and federal agencies. 
While the losses can impact individual ranchers, it's a fraction of the industry at large, only about 0.002% of herds in the affected states, according to the analysis.
In Colorado, 10 wolves were released in December at undisclosed locations in the Rocky Mountains. Bounding out from their cages after long plane flights, the first five disappeared into the forest as Gov. Jared Polis, wildlife officials, biologists and journalists looked on. Wildlife officials expect to release 30 to 50 wolves over the coming years.
Strategies to deter wolves from livestock include tying streamers or blinking lights to fences to make the predators wary of crossing into ranches. Wolves can eventually get used to the strategies, so they can only be used in over short periods and aren't airtight.
___
Bedayn is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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    [image: FILE - One of Pacific Gas and Electric's Diablo Canyon Power Plant's nuclear reactors is seen in Avila Beach, Calif., on Nov. 3, 2008. An environmental group has filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Energy Department challenging its award of over $1 billion to help keep California's last nuclear power plant running beyond a planned closure by 2025. The lawsuit filed by Friends of the Earth in U.S. District Court opens the latest battlefront in the fight over the future of Diablo Canyon's twin reactors. (AP Photo/Michael A. Mariant, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant is seen on June 1, 2023, in Avila Beach, Calif. An environmental group has filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Energy Department challenging its award of over $1 billion to help keep California's last nuclear power plant running beyond a planned closure by 2025. The lawsuit filed by Friends of the Earth in U.S. District Court opens the latest battlefront in the fight over the future of Diablo Canyon's twin reactors. (Laura Dickinson/The Tribune via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant is seen on June 1, 2023, in Avila Beach, Calif. An environmental group has filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Energy Department challenging its award of over $1 billion to help keep California's last nuclear power plant running beyond a planned closure by 2025. The lawsuit filed by Friends of the Earth in U.S. District Court opens the latest battlefront in the fight over the future of Diablo Canyon's twin reactors. (Laura Dickinson/The Tribune via AP, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- An environmental group has sued the U.S. Energy Department over its decision to award over $1 billion to help keep California's last nuclear power plant running beyond a planned closure that was set for 2025. The move opens another battlefront in the fight over the future of Diablo Canyon's twin reactors.
Friends of the Earth, in a complaint filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles, argued that the award to plant operator Pacific Gas & Electric last year was based on an outdated, flawed analysis that failed to recognize the risk of earthquakes or other serious events.
The complaint called the safety assessment "grossly deficient" and accuses the Energy Department of relying on a 50-year-old environmental analysis.
"The environmental impacts from extending the lifespan of this aging power plant at this point in time have not been adequately addressed or disclosed to the public," the complaint said.

    


An email seeking comment was sent to the Energy Department.
Diablo Canyon lies on a bluff overlooking the Pacific midway between Los Angeles and San Francisco. It began operating in the mid-1980s and supplies up to 9% of the state's electricity on any given day.




In 2016, PG&E, environmental groups and unions representing plant workers agreed to close the facility by 2025. But the Legislature voided the deal in 2022 after Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom reversed his position and said the power is needed to ward off blackouts as the state transitions to renewables and climate change stresses California's energy system.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since then, disputes have swirled about the safety of Diablo Canyon's decades-old reactors, whether taxpayers might be saddled with hundreds of millions of dollars in additional costs and even if the electricity is needed in the age of solar and other green energy.
PG&E has long said the twin-domed plant is safe, an assessment endorsed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

    


The Biden administration approved $1.1 billion in Energy Department funding in January. The financing came through the administration's civil nuclear credit program, which is intended to bail out financially distressed owners or operators of nuclear power reactors as part of the administration's effort to cut planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions in half by 2030 compared with 2005 levels.
PG&E has said it wants to keep the plant open to "ensure statewide electrical reliability and combat climate change" at the direction of the state. 
The utility is seeking a 20-year extension of its federal licenses, typical in the industry, but emphasized the state would control how long the plant actually runs. A state judge has conditionally approved a blueprint to keep it operating for an additional five years, until 2030.
California is the birthplace of the modern environmental movement and for decades has had a fraught relationship with nuclear power. The fight over Diablo Canyon is playing out as the long-struggling nuclear industry sees a potential rebirth in the era of global warming. Nuclear power doesn't produce carbon pollution like fossil fuels, but it leaves behind waste that can remain dangerously radioactive for centuries.
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    [image: FILE - In this Nov. 13, 2007, file photo, a tractor and trailer sit near an outbuilding on a small farm, not far from a cooling tower at the Salem Nuclear Generating Station operated by Public Service Enterprise Group Inc. in Lower Alloways Creek Township, N.J. On Wednesday, April 3, 2024, PSEG Nuclear said it will ask federal regulators to extend the licenses for the three plants for an additional 20 years. (AP Photo/Mel Evans, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Hope Creek Nuclear Generating Station in Lower Alloways Creek, N.J. releases steam Friday, July 12, 2002. On Wednesday, April 3, 2024, PSEG Nuclear said it will ask federal regulators to extend the licenses for the three plants for an additional 20 years. (AP Photo/ Brian Branch-Price, File)]
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                                        The company that owns New Jersey's three nuclear power plants said Wednesday it will seek federal approval to operate them for another 20 years.
The move comes as New Jersey makes a strong push to become the East Coast leader in offshore wind. But the three power plants run by PSEG Nuclear LLC provide nearly half of New Jersey's electricity, and a licensing extension represents a potential hedge against not enough wind projects being available to meet the state's needs. 
An extension would enable the plants to run beyond 2050.
The company said it has notified the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission of its intent to seek renewed licenses for the Salem Generating Station Units 1 and 2, and the Hope Creek Generating Station. All are located on one site on Artificial Island in Lower Alloways Creek Township, Salem County. 
It plans to file the extension request in the second quarter of 2027 but needed to alert the commission far in advance to allow it to prepare for the review. If approved by the NRC, the licenses for Salem Units 1 and 2 would be extended from 2036 and 2040 to 2056 and 2060, respectively, and Hope Creek station would be extended from the current 2046 expiration to 2066, the company said.

    


"For more than five decades, the nuclear generating stations in south Jersey have safely generated reliable, always-on carbon-free energy," Charles McFeaters, president and chief nuclear officer of PSEG Nuclear, said in a statement. "Seeking to renew our licenses signifies our commitment to continuing to contribute to New Jersey's clean energy future and serving as a vital economic engine for the local community."




Beginning this year, a nuclear production tax credit included in the federal Inflation Reduction Act will provide nuclear generators with nine years of financial support through 2032. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And New Jersey officials also approved a $300 million customer-funded subsidy for the state's nuclear industry in 2019 despite its utilities board determining that the industry was "viable" and not in need of a subsidy.

    


Both incentives were designed in part to support clean energy sources as an alternative to burning fossil fuels, which contribute to climate change.
The company's move to extend its operating licenses drew bipartisan support Wednesday from New Jersey lawmakers.
"Nuclear power is a clean resource that provides reliability and diversity to the state's supply of energy," said state Sen. John Burzichelli, a Democrat.
"South Jersey's nuclear plants consistently, reliably and affordably deliver power for our state, day and night, regardless of the weather," added Sen. Michael Testa, a Republican.
PSEG Nuclear is a subsidiary of Newark, New Jersey-based Public Service Enterprise Group.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a Fox News Channel town hall in Des Moines, Iowa, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Two Florida brothers pleaded guilty Wednesday to insider trading charges, admitting making over $22 million illegally before the public announcement in 2021 that an acquisition firm was taking former President Donald Trump's media company public.

Michael and Gerald Shvartsman entered their pleas to a single count of securities fraud in Manhattan federal court, where Judge Lewis J. Liman set sentencing for July 17.

The men said that they knew they were committing a crime when they made trades in October 2021 through a New York broker.

"I've made a terrible mistake," Gerald Shvartsman told the judge as he pleaded guilty. He added that it was "wrong and the mistake I will pay for dearly the rest of my life."

His brother told the judge that he knew that his securities trades were wrong and illegal.

The indictment against them did not in any way implicate Trump -- who is again seeking the presidency this year -- or Trump Media & Technology Group, which owns his Truth Social platform and began trading on the Nasdaq stock market on March 26. Trump has a 60% stake in the company.

    



According to the indictment, the men invested millions of dollars in the securities of the special purpose acquisition company Digital World Acquisition Corp. after they were tipped off that a potential target of DWAC and another acquisition company, Benessere Capital Acquisition Corp., was Trump Media.





Authorities said the defendants sold their securities for $22 million in profits once the news about the Trump Media business was made public.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


At the time, Michael Shvartsman owned Rocket One Capital LLC, a venture capital firm, according to court papers.

According to court papers, the men shared their secrets with friends and employees, who also bought tens of thousands of units of securities ahead of the merger announcement with Trump Media & Technology Group. Typically, a special purpose acquisition company is formed with the intent to merge with a private company.

    



The merger and public trading of Trump Media & Technology Group was eagerly anticipated by Trump's political supporters, who viewed the Truth Social platform as a worthy response to Trump's temporary ejection from some social media platforms after the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

Michael Shvartsman, 53, of Sunny Isles Beach, Florida, and his brother Gerald Shvartsman, 46, of Aventura, Florida, remain free on bail while they await their sentencings. They were both arrested last June.

Federal sentencing guidelines in plea letters signed by the men recommended that Michael Shvartsman receive about four years in prison and his brother spend at least three years behind bars. The deals also call for Michael Schvartsman to forfeit $18.2 million in profits and for his brother to relinquish $4.6 million.

In a release, U.S. Attorney Damian Williams said: "Insider trading is cheating, plain and simple, and today's convictions should remind anyone who may be tempted to corrupt the integrity of the stock market that it will earn them a ticket to prison."
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    [image: FILE - Progressive Field is shown before a preseason baseball game between the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Cleveland Indians, Monday, July 20, 2020, in Cleveland. The Cleveland Guardians won't be changing the name of their ballpark anytime soon. The team announced a 13-year deal with Progressive Insurance to be its primary insurance provider on Wednesday, April 3, 2024, an agreement that will keep their downtown home called Progressive Field through the 2036 season.(AP Photo/Tony Dejak, File)]
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                                        CLEVELAND (AP) -- The Cleveland Guardians won't be changing the name of their ballpark anytime soon.
The team announced a 13-year deal with Progressive Insurance to be its primary insurance provider on Wednesday, an agreement that will keep its downtown home called Progressive Field through the 2036 season.
Progressive initially bought the naming rights in 2008. Prior to that, the ballpark was known as Jacobs Field, named after former owner Dick Jacobs and his family.
The Guardians are in the midst of a massive reconstruction project at the ballpark, which opened in 1994.
The team said the new agreement could be pushed through 2041 if the ballpark lease is extended through that period.
Financial terms were not disclosed.
"Progressive Insurance and the Guardians proudly call Cleveland home, and this agreement symbolizes our collective commitment to each other, the fans of the franchise, and the Northeast Ohio community," Progressive CEO Tricia Griffith said. "We look forward to being a part of many more memories at the ballpark in the years to come."

    


New Progressive signs have been added at the ballpark's entrance, and as part of the extension, more signage will be incorporated around the exterior.
In 2021, the team changed its name from Indians to Guardians, ending months of internal discussions triggered by a national reckoning by institutions and teams to permanently drop logos and names considered racist.
___
 AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- A worker burned in a 2022 explosion during renovation work on the University of Wisconsin's Camp Randall Stadium has settled his lawsuit against the project's general contractor for $22 million, his attorney says.
The settlement in Jeremy Rose's lawsuit against JP Cullen & Sons was reached 10 days before the civil trial was scheduled to begin last month in Dane County, attorney Daniel Rottier said Tuesday, the Wisconsin State Journal reported.
Rose was working for Maly Roofing, a subcontractor of JP Cullen & Sons, on April 13, 2022, when a Cullen foreman used a flame torch to dry an area of the floor of an enclosed mechanical room beneath the football stadium as Rose and another Maly worker were applying a flammable material to the floor.
The torch sparked an explosion, and Rose was burned over 70% of his body when he tried to run from the room but stumbled, spilling primer on himself, according to court documents. He has since undergone surgeries and required extensive medical care.

    


Rottier said Cullen failed to follow industry safety standards by not requiring that a "hot work" permit be obtained before using the open flame torch. To get a permit, an inspection is required by a supervisor who would look for hazards.




"For over 50 years the construction industry and insurance companies have recommended the use of hot work permits to increase worker safety," Rottier said in a statement. "There is a cost in human life and dollars in taking shortcuts when it comes to protecting workers."
As part of the settlement, Cullen did not admit to any wrongdoing.
Cullen Co-President Jeannie Cullen Schultz said in a statement that while the company will not discuss the agreement, "We will say that our No. 1 priority is the health and safety of everyone on our projects."
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    [image: This colorized electron microscope image provided by The Rockefeller University and NIAID shows a hepatitis C virion. New U.S. hepatitis C infections dropped slightly in 2022, a surprising improvement after more than a decade of steady increases, federal health officials said Wednesday, April 3, 2024. (Maria Teresa Catanese, Charles M. Rice/The Rockefeller University, NIAID via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New U.S. hepatitis C infections dropped slightly in 2022, a surprising improvement after more than a decade of steady increases, federal health officials said Wednesday.
Experts are not sure whether the 6% decline is a statistical blip or the start of a downward trend. Seeing 2023 and 2024 data, when it's available, will help public health officials understand what's going on, said Daniel Raymond, director of policy at the National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable, an advocacy organization.
"We've had a decade of bad news ... I am cautiously encouraged," he said. "You always want to hope like something like this is real, and a potential sign that the tide has turned."
Infection rates did not occur across the board. They declined for white Americans, but continued to rise in Black, Latino and Native American communities, according to Dr. Neil Gupta, who oversees the branch of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that tracks viral hepatitis.

    


The hepatitis C virus is spread through contact with blood from an infected person. The virus does most of its damage by infecting the liver, and, if left untreated, can lead to cirrhosis or liver cancer. Infections are driven mainly by people injecting illicit drugs. 


Data released by the CDC for 2022 shows 4,848 new infections, down from 5,023 reported the year before. The CDC estimates about 67,000 new hepatitis C infections actually occurred in 2022, because many people who become infected don't realize it, meaning most new infections are not diagnosed and reported. But that too is down, from 70,000 estimated for 2021.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new infection rate -- used to better compare data from one year to another -- dropped 6%. Though the decline is encouraging, Gupta said, the 2022 statistics are still twice as high was what the nation saw in 2015.
Cases had consistently gone up since 2013 during the longstanding opioid epidemic due to drug users shooting heroin and fentanyl. Experts say a couple of factors could have contributed to a decline in 2022, including successful prevention efforts and needle exchanges. 

    


The North America Syringe Exchange Network keeps a directory of U.S. programs, and listings have grown from about 300 to nearly 500 in the last several years, said Paul LaKosky, NASEN's executive director. Many programs also have boosted hepatitis C testing and found ways to get infected people to treatment, he noted.
But LaKosky and others think something else may be at play, too: Drug users are shifting from injecting to smoking. A recent CDC report found that between early 2020 and late 2022, the percentage of overdose deaths with evidence of smoking rose 74% while the percentage of deaths with evidence of injection fell 29%.
Fewer people injecting drugs like fentanyl means fewer opportunities for the spread of hepatitis C, experts noted.
"There has been a tremendous shift in the way people are consuming their drugs. There's been a decrease in demand for syringes. We've seen this nationwide," said LaKosky, who added there is more demand for supplies to snort or smoke drugs. 

    


More than 2 million Americans are infected with hepatitis C, some of them having lived with infections for many years, the CDC estimates. About 12,700 Americans died in 2022 of hepatitis C-related causes, the CDC said.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    CDC Director Dr. Mandy Cohen explains the latest bird flu outbreak and what people should know (April 3)
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    [image: FILE - Cases of eggs from Cal-Maine Foods, Inc., await to be handed out by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce employees at the Mississippi State Fairgrounds in Jackson, Miss., on Aug. 7, 2020. The largest producer of fresh eggs in the United States said Tuesday, April 2, 2024 that it has stopped production at a Texas plant after bird flu was found in chickens there. Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. said in a statement that approximately 1.6 million laying hens and 337,000 pullets, about 3.6% of its total flock, were destroyed after the infection, avian influenza, was found at the facility in Parmer County, Texas. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, file)]
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                                        A poultry facility in Michigan and egg producer in Texas both reported outbreaks of avian flu this week. The latest developments on the virus also include infected dairy cows and the first known instance of a human catching bird flu from a mammal.
Although health officials say the risk to the public remains low, there is rising concern, emerging in part from news that the largest producer of fresh eggs in the U.S. reported an outbreak.
Here are some key things to know about the disease.
WHAT ARE EXPERTS SAYING?
Dr. Mandy Cohen, the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, told The Associated Press on Wednesday that the agency is taking bird flu seriously, but stressed that the virus has already been well studied.
"The fact that it is in cattle now definitely raises our concern level," Cohen said, noting that it means farmworkers who work with cattle -- and not just those working with birds -- may need to take precautions.

    


The good news is that "it's not a new strain of the virus," Cohen added. "This is known to us and we've been studying it, and frankly, we've been preparing for avian flu for 20 years."
WHAT IS BIRD FLU?
Some flu viruses mainly affect people, but others chiefly occur in animals. Avian viruses spread naturally in wild aquatic birds like ducks and geese, and then to chickens and other domesticated poultry.
The bird flu virus drawing attention today -- Type A H5N1 -- was first identified in 1959. Like other viruses, it has evolved over time, spawning newer versions of itself.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since 2020, the virus has been spreading among more animal species -- including dogs, cats, skunks, bears and even seals and porpoises -- in scores of countries.
In the U.S., this version of the bird flu has been detected in wild birds in every state, as well as commercial poultry operations and backyard flocks. Nationwide, tens of millions of chickens have died from the virus or been killed to stop outbreaks from spreading.

    


Last week, U.S. officials said it had been found in livestock. As of Tuesday, it had been discovered in dairy herds in five states -- Idaho, Kansas, Michigan, New Mexico and Texas -- according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
HOW OFTEN DO PEOPLE GET BIRD FLU?
This bird flu was first identified as a threat to people during a 1997 outbreak in Hong Kong. In the past two decades, nearly 900 people have been diagnosed globally with bird flu and more than 460 people have died, according to the World Health Organization. 
There have been only two cases in the U.S., and neither were fatal.
In 2022, a prison inmate in a work program caught it while killing infected birds at a poultry farm in Montrose County, Colorado. His only symptom was fatigue, and he recovered.
This week, Texas health officials announced that a person who had been in contact with cows had been diagnosed with bird flu. Their only reported symptom was eye redness.
WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF BIRD FLU?
Symptoms are similar to that of other flus, including cough, body aches and fever. Some people don't have noticeable symptoms, but others develop severe, life-threatening pneumonia.
CAN IT SPREAD BETWEEN PEOPLE?
The vast majority of infected people have gotten it directly from birds, but scientists are on guard for any sign of spread among people. 

    


There have been a few instances when that apparently happened -- most recently in 2007 in Asia. In each cluster, it spread within families from a sick person in the home.
U.S. health officials have stressed that the current public health risk is low and that there is no sign that bird flu is spreading person to person.
WHAT IS THE ECONOMIC IMPACT?
While it's too early to quantify the potential economic impact of a bird flu outbreak, many of these latest developments are concerning, particularly the transmission of the virus from one species to another, said Daren Detwiler, a food safety and policy expert at Northeastern University.
"We don't have a magic forcefield, an invisible shield that protects land and water runoff from impacting other species," Detwiler said. "There is a concern in terms of how this might impact other markets, the egg market, the beef market."
If the outbreak is not quickly contained, consumers could ultimately see higher prices, and if it continues to spread, some industries could experience "reputational strain," possibly affecting the export industry, Detwiler added.

    


The egg industry already is experiencing some tightening of supply following detections of bird flu late in 2023 and in early January, coupled with the busy Easter season, where Americans typically consume an average of 3 billion eggs, said Marc Dresner, a spokesperson for the American Egg Board.
Still, even with the outbreak in Texas and the nearly 2 million birds that were killed there, Dresner said there are an estimated 310 million egg laying hens in the U.S. and wholesale egg prices are down about 25% from a February peak.
___
Associated Press reporters Jonathan Poet in Philadelphia and Mike Stobbe and videojournalist Sharon Johnson in Atlanta contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - The Idaho state flag hangs in the State Capitol in Boise, Idaho, Jan. 9, 2023. Idaho lawmakers have passed a series of bills targeting LGBTQ+ residents this year, including two this week that prevent public employees from being required to use someone's preferred pronouns and redefine "gender" as being synonymous with sex. (AP Photo/Kyle Green, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Idaho state flag hangs in the State Capitol in Boise, Idaho, Jan. 9, 2023. Idaho lawmakers have passed a series of bills targeting LGBTQ+ residents this year, including two this week that prevent public employees from being required to use someone's preferred pronouns and redefine "gender" as being synonymous with sex. (AP Photo/Kyle Green, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BOISE, Idaho (AP) -- Idaho lawmakers have passed a series of bills targeting LGBTQ+ residents this year, including two this week that prevent public employees from being required to use someone's preferred pronouns and redefine gender as being synonymous with sex. 
On Wednesday, the Senate approved a bill allowing people to sue schools and libraries over books deemed harmful to minors, sending it to Republican Gov. Brad Little. Another bill that Little signed into law last week prevents public funds -- including Medicaid -- from being used for gender-affirming care. 
The efforts are part of an ongoing national battle over the rights of LGBTQ+ Americans. Many Republican officials have been actively trying to limit those rights over the past several years.
The legislation in Idaho was among at least nine bills directly targeting LGBTQ+ rights that have been proposed in the state so far this year, Rebecca De Leon, spokesperson for the ACLU of Idaho, told the Idaho Statesman. In response to the slew of actions, protesters sent more than 48,000 colorful paper hearts raining down from the fourth floor of the Statehouse to the first-floor rotunda on Tuesday, KTVB-TV reported.

    


The hearts symbolized the 48,000 Idaho residents who identified as part of the LGBTQ+ population in the 2020 census. The hearts were handmade and mailed to the ACLU from 18 cities across the state. 




"We wanted specifically lawmakers to be able to see the hearts and to hear what we have been trying to tell them all session," De Leon told the Statesman. "It feels like they have not been listening, so we wanted to come bring the hearts to them."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republican Rep. Julianne Young sponsored the bill redefining gender, which refers to social and self-identity, as being synonymous with sex, which refers to biological traits. At least 12 other states have considered similar legislation this year attempting to remove nonbinary and transgender concepts from statutes. Kansas enacted a law last year ending legal recognition of transgender identities. 

    


Idaho's library bill allows community members to file written requests to remove materials they consider harmful to minors to an adults-only section, and gives library officials 60 days to make the change. After that point, the community member could sue for damages.
The governor vetoed a similar bill last year, saying he feared it would create a bounty system that would increase libraries' costs, ultimately raising prices for taxpayers. 
The ACLU and other opponents of the new law preventing public money from being used for gender-affirming care say it most likely will lead to a federal lawsuit. Idaho is already embroiled in lawsuits over attempts to deny gender-affirming care to transgender residents and has not had much success so far in defending them.
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    [image: FILE - Chicago Bears nine-time Pro Bowler Mike Singletary (50) gets a bear hug from teammate Steve McMichael (76) prior to an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Chicago, Dec. 13, 1992. Chicago Bears great Steve McMichael, who's battling ALS, was hospitalized again and undergoing tests Wednesday, April 3, 2024, publicist Betsy Shepherd said.. (AP Photo/David Boe, File)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Chicago Bears great Steve McMichael, who's battling ALS, was taken to a hospital Wednesday because of a urinary tract infection, publicist Betsy Shepherd said.
Shepherd said he was being prescribed an antibiotic and was to return home that night. "(Wife) Misty McMichael and family thanks everyone for the prayers and concern," she said.
The 66-year-old McMichael went public with an ALS diagnosis three years ago. He spent more than a week at a suburban hospital after being admitted into intensive care on Feb. 15 with a urinary tract infection. He was hospitalized one week after being voted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.
McMichael was also treated for pneumonia and MRSA -- a staph infection that can be difficult to treat because it is resistant to certain antibiotics -- during his stay.
McMichael, who controlled the interior of the line for the Bears' famed "46 defense," was an All-Pro during the 1985 Super Bowl championship season and in 1987. He played in a franchise-record 191 consecutive games from 1981-1993 and ranks second to Hall of Famer Richard Dent on the Bears' career sacks list with 92 1/2. His final season was with Green Bay in 1994.

    


Whether he was harassing opponents or discussing the Bears on sports talk radio, the man known as "Ming The Merciless" and "Mongo" after the character in "Blazing Saddles" who knocked out a horse, remained a prominent presence in Chicago long after his playing days ended. He also spent five years in professional wrestling in the late 1990s.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: FILE - Outgoing Czech President Milos Zeman listens to Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic during a press conference after talks at the Serbia Palace in Belgrade, Serbia, on Jan. 30, 2023. Former Czech President Milos Zeman was released from hospital on Wednesday, april 3, 2024 following surgery for a blood clot in his leg. Miloslav Ludvik, director of Motol University Hospital in Prague said Zeman, 79, will now recuperate at home. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)]
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                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- Former Czech President Milos Zeman was released from a hospital Wednesday following surgery for a blood clot in his leg.
Miloslav Ludvik, director of Motol University Hospital in Prague, said Zeman will now recuperate at home.
Doctors at the clinic discovered during a medical check on March 14 that Zeman had an insufficient blood supply in one of his legs because of the blood clot and immediately operated on him.
The supply of blood was restored during the operation but Zeman, 79, remained in serious but stable condition for days.
Zeman used to be a heavy smoker and drinker and suffers from diabetes and neuropathy. He has been hospitalized several times.
He has trouble walking and has been using a wheelchair.
Zeman's second and final term in the largely ceremonial post of president ended in March last year. In office, he sought closer ties with China and was a leading pro-Russian voice in EU politics.
After Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, Zeman condemned the "unprovoked act of aggression." He opposed initial EU sanctions against Russia after its 2014 annexation of Crimea.
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                                        SYDNEY (AP) -- Stefano Cherchi, who rode more than 100 winners in the United Kingdom, has died after being injured in a fall in Australia last month, the New South Wales Jockeys Association said Wednesday. He was 23.
"With deep sadness, the Cherchi family have announced their beloved son Stefano passed away peacefully today," the association posted on X, formerly Twitter. "The family are very grateful for the love, prayers & messages sent by the racing community across the world."
The Italian was riding at Canberra on March 20 when his mount, Hasime, fell in the Affinity Electrical Technologies Plate, with two other riders escaping serious injury after being unseated in the incident.
Cherchi received medical treatment at the track before being transferred to the hospital and was found to have sustained a head injury and internal bleeding.
Cherchi partnered 38 winners for trainer Marco Botti while in the U.K. before switching to Australia earlier in the year.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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    [image: An orphaned Orca calf is shown in a lagoon near Zeballos, B.C., on Tuesday April 2, 2024. The two year-old Orca has been alone in the tidal lagoon near Little Espinosa Inlet since March 23, when its pregnant mother became trapped by the low tide and died on the rocky beach. (Chad Hipolito/The Canadian Press via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    An orphaned Orca calf is shown in a lagoon near Zeballos, B.C., on Tuesday April 2, 2024. The two year-old Orca has been alone in the tidal lagoon near Little Espinosa Inlet since March 23, when its pregnant mother became trapped by the low tide and died on the rocky beach. (Chad Hipolito/The Canadian Press via AP)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) -- Plans are underway by to airlift a stranded killer whale calf out of a remote tidal lagoon off northern Vancouver Island in an effort to reunite the young orca with its extended family, Canadian authorities said Wednesday.
Canadian Fisheries Department and First Nations officials said the plan involves placing the 2-year-old calf into a sling, lifting it out of the lagoon by helicopter and putting it in a net pen in the ocean while they wait for its family pod to be near before release.
Rescuers have been unable to coax the young whale out of the area since its pregnant mother was stranded at low tide in the lagoon and died March 23.
The plan was agreed to during a meeting between members of the Ehattesaht First Nation council, Fisheries Department officials and marine technical experts.
Ehattesaht First Nation Chief Simon John said his people have deep cultural and spiritual connections to orcas and the nation has been receiving calls of concern and support from around the world.
Paul Cottrell, a marine mammal coordinator with the Fisheries Department, said the rescue could occur within days, but more likely within the next two weeks.
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