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They Had Just Delivered Tons of Food. Then Their Convoy Was Hit.



The deaths of World Central Kitchen workers pushed the number of aid employees killed during the war in Gaza to at least 196, according to the U.N. secretary general, Antonio Guterres.




Relatives and friends praying near the body of a staff member of the World Central Kitchen in Rafah, Gaza, on Tuesday.




By Cassandra Vinograd, Abu Bakr Bashir, Riley Mellen, Aaron Boxerman and Aric Toler


Apr 03, 2024


Lalzawmi Frankcom's text message was short and sweet: a heart emoji reply at 10:38 p.m. on Sunday to her friend Josh Phelps, who had sent along photos of their humanitarian work together on a reservation in South Dakota.



Ms. Frankcom, an Australian known as Zomi, had a big day ahead on Monday. She and her colleagues from World Central Kitchen in Gaza were waiting for a ship to arrive at their newly built jetty so that they could unload hundreds of tons of sorely needed humanitarian aid.



The team set off about 8 a.m. on Monday local time from Rafah, in southern Gaza, and headed north to Deir al Balah. They "were so excited, like they were going to a wedding," said Shadi Abu Taha, whose brother, Saif, was among them.



But the trip ended disastrously.



Israeli strikes hit their convoy that night, 
killing Ms. Frankcom and six of her colleagues
 from World Central Kitchen, the charity group founded by the chef Jose Andres that has been delivering millions of meals in Gaza.



Many countries, including Australia, Britain and the United States, where some of the workers were from, have condemned the attack and called for investigations and accountability.



Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, who has almost unequivocally rejected international criticism over his nation's prosecution of the war against Hamas, said on Tuesday night that Israel "deeply regrets the tragic incident."



Israel's military said the strikes had resulted from a "misidentification," but has not offered further details. "It was a mistake that followed a misidentification, at night during the war in a very complex condition," the Israeli military's chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, 
said in a video
 on Tuesday. "It shouldn't have happened."



The deaths pushed the number of aid workers killed during the war in Gaza to at least 196, including more than 175 United Nations employees, many of them local Palestinians, according to the U.N. secretary general, Antonio Guterres, who called the death toll "unconscionable."




A photograph of Lalzawmi Frankcom released by World Central Kitchen.




The deadly Israeli strike is also setting back attempts to address the hunger crisis in the Gaza Strip, with aid groups saying they are now being more cautious about making deliveries and at least two suspending operations. World Central Kitchen itself 
stopped its work in Gaza
 and sent three ships with hundreds of tons of food back to port in Cyprus.



The World Central Kitchen's ship, the Jennifer, had arrived in Gaza on Monday morning. It was carrying about 332 tons of aid that it would unload at the rudimentary jetty, which had been built in six days 
from the rubble of bombed buildings
.



The workers spent the day getting 100 tons of supplies off the vessel and to their warehouse 
a few miles south
 in Deir al Balah. They also had 
a meeting
 with the U.N.'s senior humanitarian and reconstruction coordinator for Gaza, Sigrid Kaag.



The rest of the unloading would have to wait until the next day. The team would head back to Rafah -- a move that typically requires coordination with Israel's military.



At some point that evening, the World Central Kitchen workers piled into their vehicles. Their convoy -- two armored vehicles and a third vehicle -- left the warehouse  and set out on a coastal road. The Israeli military had been informed of the aid workers' movements, the charity said. They were heading south to their housing in Rafah, but they did not make it far.



The first reports of strikes in the area started coming in on Palestinian channels on the Telegram social media app about 10:30 p.m.




The World Central Kitchen convoy was helping to feed hungry Palestinians.




That's when the Palestine Red Crescent, a humanitarian aid organization, got a call saying there had been an attack on a vehicle on Al-Rashid, the coastal road. The organization's medics contacted the Israeli army to coordinate their own movement, said Mahmoud Thabet, who responded to the call.



Once the approval was granted, he said, they drove to the site and found three vehicles destroyed, along with the victims' bodies.



"We had no idea who the victims were," Mr. Thabet said in an interview. "We were shocked to see foreign individuals."



Word that foreign workers had been killed started to emerge. Then later, photos of bloodied passports -- British, Australian and Polish -- along with images of broken bodies, circulated 
on social media
.



Abdelraziq Abu Taha, another brother of Saif, said he had heard from a World Central Kitchen employee that there had been a strike near Deir al-Balah. Deeply worried, Mr. Abu Taha tried again and again to call his brother, but got no response.



There were no immediate public statements from World Central Kitchen or the Israeli military about what had happened. And more graphic images began to spread on social media: bodies being lifted out of an ambulance at Al Aqsa Martyrs Hospital and laid on the ground. Footage showed people taking photos and videos, jostling to get close, as passports were opened and placed on two corpses wearing bulletproof vests.



Just after 1 a.m., World Central Kitchen issued 
a short statement
 saying that it was aware of reports that members of its team had been killed in an Israeli military attack while working to support humanitarian food delivery efforts in Gaza.



Israel's military responded soon after, 
saying at 1:34 a.m.
 that it was "conducting a thorough review at the highest levels to understand the circumstances of this tragic incident."



The first confirmation that World Central Kitchen workers had been killed came 14 minutes later 
in a
 
post
 on social media from Mr. Andres. He mourned "several of our sisters and brothers" killed in an Israeli strike.



Messages of condolence, tributes and outrage poured in.



Abdelraziq Abu Taha kept trying to reach his brother, calling again and again until finally, someone picked up.



"The owner of this phone is in Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital," he recalled a stranger's voice saying on the line. The hospital had received five bodies, the stranger added.



It wasn't until 7:07 a.m. that the scale of the tragedy became clear -- seven workers had been killed, World Central Kitchen 
said in a new statement
, placing the blame squarely on Israel's military for what it called "a targeted attack."




Passports from one of the destroyed vehicles.




The Palestine Red Crescent said its medics had initially found five bodies at the scene. Two more were located later, after an hourslong effort, and taken to Al-Aqsa hospital, the organization said on Tuesday morning.



Photographs and videos of the aftermath that morning raised more questions about what had transpired on the coastal road. Three white trucks were in varying states of destruction, with the front of one burned down to its metal frame.



Charred papers bearing the World Central Kitchen emblem were scattered in the vehicle and on the roadway. Another vehicle's passenger-side roof was pierced by a hole about two feet in diameter, but the windshield and side windows were virtually intact. The third vehicle's doors, windows and roof were blown out, and its interior stained with blood. 



Videos and photos verified by The New York Times suggested that the convoy had been hit several times. The imagery shows three destroyed white vehicles, with the northernmost and southernmost vehicles more than a mile and a half apart.



Weapons experts told The Times that the vehicles had each been struck by small, precise munitions, most likely fired from a drone. Chris Cobb-Smith, a security expert and British Army veteran, noted in a text message that the damage pattern suggested that the munitions had been "very accurate," with a "devastating but limited blast."




The strike on the World Central Kitchen convoy is already setting back attempts to address the hunger crisis.




Justin Bronk, a senior research fellow with the Royal United Services Institute in London, reviewed videos showing the damaged vehicles. He noted in an email that they "appear to have been hit with small, highly precise missiles." 



"I can't describe the shock when we saw those photos," said Abdelraziq Abu Taha. "Even now, my father, my mother, none of us can believe it. He was under international protection. Only two hours earlier, he was by the Israelis at the pier."



Reporting was contributed by 
Adam Rasgon
, 
Kim Severson
, 
Gaya Gupta
, 
Matina Stevis-Gridneff
, 
Michael Levenson
 and 
Anushka Patil
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/world/middleeast/israel-world-central-kitchen-gaza.html
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Zelensky Lowers Ukraine's Draft Age, Risking Political Backlash



The idea of requiring more men to join the fight against Russia's invasion has become toxic, but Russia is not relenting in its assault.




Ukrainian soldiers training in the country's Donetsk region on Monday.




By Andrew E. Kramer


Apr 03, 2024


President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine has signed into law three measures aimed at replenishing the ranks of his country's exhausted and battered army, including the politically poisonous step of lowering the age when men become eligible for mobilization, and eliminating some medical exemptions.



Parliament passed the legislation lowering the draft eligibility age to 25, from 27, last May, but Mr. Zelensky had delayed signing it in hopes that it would not be needed. He relented on Tuesday and signed the measure, along with laws eliminating a category of medical exemption known as "partially eligible" and creating an electronic database of men in Ukraine, starting at age 17, to crack down on draft dodgers.



"It is a very unpopular decision, and that is why Zelensky held it without signing," said Volodymyr Ariev, a lawmaker in Parliament who is in the opposition European Solidarity party. "Now he has no choice."



Russia's forces have been on the offensive along the front line, and Ukrainian generals have warned of a broader attack in the spring or summer, even as Ukraine's army runs low on ammunition and many soldiers have been on continual combat duty for two years.



Ukraine's army of about one million soldiers is fighting the largest war in Europe since World War II, waged in muddy trenches or the ruins of cities in urban combat. Casualty rates are high. Most men who wanted to volunteer for the military have already done so, and small anti-draft protests had broken out before the new laws were passed.




Members of the Da Vinci Wolves Battalion, a part of Ukraine's armed forces, at a recruiting center in Kyiv in February.




Ukraine is expected, at best, to hold the existing front lines in ground fighting this year, but only if a new influx of American weapons arrives, military analysts say, and risks falling back without it. To maximize its efforts, Ukraine plans to replenish its army through mobilization while trying to keep Russia off balance with sabotage missions behind enemy lines and long-range drone strikes, such as attacks on an oil refinery and weapons plant in Russia on Tuesday.



Ukraine relies on its allies for most new ammunition and weapons, and renewing that arsenal is mostly a matter beyond the country's control. In Washington on Monday, the House speaker, Mike Johnson, 
laid out conditions for a vote on a fresh infusion of American weapons and financial aid
, in the strongest indication yet that the assistance could be forthcoming despite opposition from many Republicans.



At home, Ukraine has stumbled on the overhaul of mobilization rules.



In January, its Parliament withdrew a draft law on mobilization that included stiffened penalties for draft dodgers. That bill was reintroduced in February, but bogged down in Parliament as lawmakers submitted more than 4,000 amendments. It would further expand the draft by closing loopholes for men obtaining a second college degree or in instances when several men in a family sought exemptions to care for a disabled relative. A vote is expected this month.



It is unclear how quickly Ukraine will draft and train the additional troops, or whether they will be ready before the expected Russian offensive. The comprehensive mobilization bill that has yet to pass in Parliament envisions three months of training for soldiers drafted during wartime.



"The decision is taken -- it's a good one, but it's too late," said Serhiy Hrabsky, a colonel and a commentator on the war for the Ukrainian news media.




New recruits from he Ukrainian Army's Third Separate Assault Brigade training in Kyiv last year.




And lowering the draft age alone will not resolve Ukraine's looming need for soldiers. In December, Mr. Zelensky said the military had asked to mobilize 450,000 to half a million soldiers. Ukraine's military commander, Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, said last week that the army had "significantly reduced" its request, without specifying a number.



Mr. Zelensky has said he does not intend to conscript women into the military, although women with medical educations are required to register for the draft.



Ukraine's total population of 25- and 26-year-olds was about 467,000 in 2022, the latest year when the government published population estimates, according to Natalia Tilikina, the director of Institute of Youth, a research group. But many are already serving in the military, living in occupied areas or outside Ukraine, or have jobs or disabilities that exempt them from conscription.



In formulating its mobilization plans, Ukraine has had to balance military, economic and demographic considerations. Lowering the draft age will bring thousands of healthy and rested soldiers to the fight, but poses long-term risks for Ukraine's population, given the country's demographics.




Advertisements for the Ukrainian army in Kostyantynivka last year.




As in most former Soviet states, Ukraine has a small generation of 20-year-olds, because birthrates plummeted during the deep economic depression of the 1990s. Because of this demographic trough, the country has three times as many men in their 40s as in their 20s.



Drafting men starting at age 25, given the likely battle casualties, also risks further diminishing this small generation of Ukrainians and potentially future birthrates, leaving the country with declines of working- and draft-age men decades from now.



At the outset of the war, the country drafted men aged 27 to 60, and the average age in the military is currently over 40. Under martial law, all men 18 to 60 had already been prohibited from leaving the country in case the decision was made to draft them. Men and women can volunteer for military service starting at age 18.



Senator Lindsey Graham, on a visit to Kyiv last month, had suggested that Ukraine dip into a younger population of men for the war. "You're in a fight of your life, so you should be serving," he said. "We need more people in the line."



Politicians in Ukraine have become more vocal in their criticisms of Mr. Zelensky's wartime leadership. In an interview broadcast this week on Al Jazeera, former President Petro O. Poroshenko vowed to run for a second term in a future election that he said should be held only after the war is over. Under martial law, elections in Ukraine are suspended.



Maria Varenikova
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/world/europe/zelensky-ukraine-military-draft-age.html
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Taiwan's Strongest Earthquake in 25 Years Kills 9 and Injures Hundreds



The magnitude-7.4 quake was followed by more than 200 aftershocks. Dozens of people were trapped. Two buildings in the city of Hualien teetered perilously.



By Meaghan Tobin, Victoria Kim, Chris Buckley, Mike Ives, Siyi Zhao and John Yoon


Apr 03, 2024


The first quake was alarming enough -- a rumble more powerful than anything felt in Taiwan for a quarter-century, lasting for more than a minute on Wednesday morning, knocking belongings and even whole buildings askew. It was so strong it set off tsunami warnings in Japan, China and the Philippines.



But then, even in a fault-riddled place with long and hard experience with earthquakes, the jolt of aftershock after aftershock was startling, continuing every few minutes throughout the day.



The magnitude-7.4 quake killed nine and injured at least 1,038 others, stretching an expert quake response system that has served as a model in other places. In Hualien County, close to the epicenter, 93 people were stranded as of Thursday morning, including dozens of cement factory workers in two rock quarries, according to officials. Forty flights were canceled or delayed. Around 14,000 households were without water, and 1,000 households were without power.



By late Wednesday evening, 201 aftershocks had been reported, many over magnitude 5. With rain expected in the coming days, authorities warned of possible landslides.



"I was sleeping at home when the shaking started, and it kept shaking and shaking for so long," said Chen Hsing-yun, a 26-year-old resident of Hualien who was with her 2-year-old child and her parents in a third-story apartment when the quake struck. "After the main earthquake stopped I went downstairs with my baby -- but then the tremors kept coming all day."



Many residents had been at home, getting ready for work and school, when the quake struck. Others were driving on highways or had already set off on early hikes in Taiwan's national parks ahead of a four-day holiday. After the main quake stopped, people across the island fled on to the streets to assess damaged buildings and quickly text friends and family members reassurances and pictures of broken belongings.



But almost immediately, people felt the stomach-jolting lurch of an aftershock. Taiwan is earthquake-prone, and minor tremors are common, but these continued every few minutes throughout the day. By 3 p.m., there had been 101 subsequent shocks, with at least one tremor of magnitude 6.5 and many over magnitude 5.



Officials said more aftershocks were likely in the next four days and warned residents to avoid visiting the tombs of ancestors, especially in the mountains, this weekend during the holiday, known as Ching Ming, meant to honor them. The forecast called for rain, which could make travel conditions on damaged roads more treacherous.




Landslides in Hualien, Taiwan.




Although the earthquake will reverberate for a long time because it was so large, a high number of aftershocks is not unheard-of, for a quake of this magnitude, said Yi-Ying Wen, an earthquake expert at National Chung Cheng University in Taiwan. "We should expect that the size of the aftershocks will slowly get smaller and smaller over the next two weeks."



The heaviest damage was in Hualien County.



In the city of Hualien, the county seat, rescuers were focused on a brick building with glass windows called the Uranus Building, which had partially collapsed and was leaning heavily to one side. Residents emerged through windows and climbed down ladders, assisted by rescuers.



The fire department said one person in the building had died, while around two dozen others had been evacuated. Late into the night, construction workers used a crane to place hulking concrete blocks around the tilting building to stabilize it. Hotels and shops down the street, including a 7-Eleven convenience store -- a constant sight in Taiwan -- remained open, even as aftershocks continued to sway the buildings near midnight.



"Hualien has had quite a lot of earthquakes, so many people knew what to do when the earthquake came -- stay inside, find a safe structure," said Lin Chin-Ching, 47, who reopened his beer-and-barbecue restaurant in Hualien after cleaning up broken kitchenware. "We did that." But, he said, many people's livelihoods would be hurt.



"My restaurant is so busy because many others are a mess and haven't cleaned up," he said. The overarching worry, Mr. Lin added, was the destruction of roads and tunnels, which could devastate a local economy that is highly dependent on tourists. "A lot of buildings need to be inspected for damage that you can't see. That will take a long time too."



Rescuers freed dozens of people trapped elsewhere, including six people from one rock quarry on Thursday morning. Three hikers were killed by falling rocks on a trail in Taroko National Park, a popular site famed for a gorge that cuts through mountains that rise steeply from the coast.



The county government opened evacuation areas where people could take shelter, such as high school gymnasiums and athletic fields, as aftershocks continued to roll through the area.




Students evacuated to a school courtyard after the earthquake in Taipei.




Derik du Plessis, a 44-year-old South African who has lived in Hualien for 17 years, described chaos and panic on the streets after the earthquake as people rushed to pick up their children and check on their houses.



Roads were blocked off, he said, and walls had toppled onto cars. "Right now people seem to have calmed down, but a lot of people are sitting on the road," he said. "They don't want to go into the buildings because there are still a lot of tremors."



Lin Jung, 36, who manages a shop selling sneakers in Hualien, said he had been at home getting ready to take his 16-month-old baby to a medical appointment when the earthquake struck. At first it felt like a series of small shocks, he said, then "suddenly it turned to an intense earthquake shaking up and down." The glass cover of a ceiling lamp fell and shattered. "All I could do was protect my baby," he said.



The quake also jolted the island's west coast, toppling one building in Changhua County entirely. Many rail services were halted as the authorities inspected tracks for damage.



The earthquake struck during the morning commute, shortly before 8 a.m., at a depth of 22 miles, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.




A team trying to rescue a trapped person from inside a leaning building in Hualien.




Taiwan is at the intersection of the Philippine Sea tectonic plate and the Eurasian plate, making it vulnerable to seismic activity. Hualien sits on multiple active faults, and 17 people died in a quake there in 2018.



The earthquake hit Taiwan as many people here were preparing to travel for Tomb Sweeping Day on Thursday, when, across the Chinese-speaking world, people mourn the dead and make offerings at their graves. The holiday weekend would typically see a spike in travel as people visit family across Taiwan.



The authorities were working to restore rail services in Hualien and two-way traffic on the highways in the region, said Wang Guo-cai, the island's transport minister, at a news conference.



TSMC, the world's biggest maker of advanced semiconductors, briefly evacuated workers from its factories but said a few hours later they were returning to work. The company said its safety systems were operating normally and that it was still assessing the impact. TSMC's fabs are clustered along Taiwan's west coast, away from the epicenter of the earthquake.



All personnel were safe, the company said. Still, chip production is highly precise and even short shutdowns can cost millions of dollars.




Passengers waiting for trains at a subway station in Taipei.




Taiwan's earthquake preparedness has evolved over the past few decades in response to some of the island's 
largest and most destructive quakes
. In 1999, a 
7.6-magnitude earthquake
 in Taiwan killed nearly 2,500 people.



That quake, which struck about 90 miles south-southwest of Taipei, was the second-deadliest in the island's history, according to the U.S.G.S. and the Central Weather Administration. More than 10,000 people were injured and more than 100,000 homes were destroyed or damaged.



In the years since then, the authorities established an urban search-and-rescue team and opened several emergency medical operation centers, 
among other measures
. And in 2018, after a quake in the eastern coastal city of Hualien 
killed 17 people
 and caused several buildings to partially collapse, the government ordered 
a wave of building inspections
.



Taiwan has also been improving its 
early warning system
 for earthquakes since the 1980s. And two years ago, it 
rolled out new building codes
 that, among other things, require owners of vulnerable buildings to install ad hoc structural reinforcements.



Paul Mozur
 and Siyi Zhao contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/world/asia/taiwan-earthquake.html
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A little before 9 a.m. on Tuesday, an engineer named Matthew Gallelli crouched on the deck of a decommissioned aircraft carrier in San Francisco Bay, pulled on a pair of ear protectors, and flipped a switch.



A few seconds later, a device resembling a snow maker began to rumble, then produced a great and deafening hiss. A fine mist of tiny aerosol particles shot from its mouth, traveling hundreds of feet through the air.



It was the first outdoor test in the United States of technology designed to brighten clouds and bounce some of the sun's rays back into space, a way of temporarily cooling a planet that is now dangerously overheating. The scientists wanted to see whether the machine that took years to create could consistently spray the right size salt aerosols through the open air, outside of a lab.



If it works, the next stage would be to aim at the heavens and try to change the composition of clouds above the Earth's oceans.



As humans continue to burn fossil fuels and pump increasing amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, the goal of holding global warming to a relatively safe level, 1.5 degrees Celsius compared with preindustrial times, is slipping away. That has pushed the idea of deliberately intervening in climate systems closer to reality.



Universities, foundations, private investors and the federal government have started to fund a variety of efforts, from 
sucking carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere
 to adding iron to the ocean in an effort to store carbon dioxide on the sea floor.



"Every year that we have new records of climate change, and record temperatures, heat waves, it's driving the field to look at more alternatives," said Robert Wood, the lead scientist for the team from the University of Washington that is running the marine cloud brightening project. "Even ones that may have once been relatively extreme."



Brightening clouds is one of several ideas to push solar energy back into space -- sometimes called solar radiation modification, solar geoengineering, or climate intervention. Compared with other options, such as injecting aerosols into the stratosphere, marine cloud brightening would be localized and use relatively benign sea salt aerosols as opposed to other chemicals.



And yet, the idea of interfering with nature is so contentious, organizers of Tuesday's test kept the details tightly held, concerned that critics would try to stop them. Although the Biden administration is funding research into different climate interventions, including marine cloud brightening, the White House distanced itself from the California study, sending a statement to The New York Times that read: "The U.S. government is not involved in the Solar Radiation Modification (SRM) experiment taking place in Alameda, CA, or anywhere else."



David Santillo, a senior scientist at Greenpeace International, is deeply skeptical of proposals to modify solar radiation. If marine cloud brightening were used at a scale that could cool the planet, the consequences would be hard to predict, or even to measure, he said.



"You could well be changing climatic patterns, not just over the sea, but over land as well," he said. "This is a scary vision of the future that we should try and avoid at all costs."




Karen Orenstein, director of the Climate and Energy Justice Program at Friends of the Earth U.S., said the focus should be on burning less fossil fuel.




Karen Orenstein, director of the Climate and Energy Justice Program at Friends of the Earth U.S., a nonprofit environmental group, called solar radiation modification "an extraordinarily dangerous distraction." She said the best way to address climate change would be to quickly pivot away from burning fossil fuels.



On that last point, the cloud researchers themselves agree.



"I hope, and I think all my colleagues hope, that we never use these things, that we never have to," said Sarah Doherty, an atmospheric scientist at the University of Washington and the manager of its marine cloud brightening program.



She said there were potential side effects that still needed to be studied, including changing ocean circulation patterns and temperatures, which might hurt fisheries. Cloud brightening could also alter precipitation patterns, reducing rainfall in one place while increasing it elsewhere.



But it's vital to find out whether and how such technologies could work, Dr. Doherty said, in case society needs them. And no one can say when the world might reach that point.



[?]



In 1990, a British physicist
 
named John Latham
 
published a letter
 in the journal Nature, under the heading "Control of Global Warming?," in which he introduced the idea that injecting tiny particles into clouds could offset rising temperatures.



Dr. Latham later attributed his idea to a hike with his son in Wales, where they paused to look at clouds over the Irish Sea.



"He asked why clouds were shiny at the top but dark at the bottom," Dr. Latham 
told the BBC in 2007
. "I explained how they were mirrors for incoming sunlight."



Dr. Latham had a proposal that may have seemed bizarre: create a fleet of 1,000 unmanned, sail-powered vessels to traverse the world's oceans and continuously spray tiny droplets of seawater into the air to deflect solar heat away from Earth.



The idea is built on a scientific concept called the Twomey effect: Large numbers of small droplets reflect more sunlight than small numbers of large droplets. Injecting vast quantities of minuscule aerosols, in turn forming many small droplets, could change the composition of clouds.



"If we can increase the reflectivity by about 3 percent, the cooling will balance the global warming caused by increased C02 in the atmosphere," Dr. Latham, 
who died in 2021
, told the BBC. "Our scheme offers the possibility that we could buy time."



A version of marine cloud brightening already happens every day, according to Dr. Doherty.



As ships travel the seas, particles from their exhaust can brighten clouds, creating "ship tracks," behind them. In fact, until recently, the cloud brightening associated with ship tracks offset about 5 percent of climate warming from greenhouse gases, Dr. Doherty said.



Ironically, as better technology and environmental regulations have reduced the pollution emitted by ships, that inadvertent cloud brightening is fading, as well as the cooling that goes along with it.



A deliberate program of marine cloud brightening could be done with sea salts, rather than pollution, Dr. Doherty said.




Ship tracks over the northeast Pacific Ocean near Alaska in 2009.




[?]



Brightening clouds is no easy task. 
Success requires getting the size of the aerosols just right: Particles that are too small would have no effect, said Jessica Medrado, a research scientist working on the project. Too big and they could backfire, making clouds less reflective than before. The ideal size are submicron particles about 1/700th the thickness of a human hair, she said.



Next, you need to be able to expel a lot of those correctly sized aerosols into the air: A quadrillion particles, give or take, every second. "You cannot find any off-the-shelf solution," Dr. Medrado said.



The answer to that problem came from some of the most prominent figures in America's technology industry.



In 2006, the Microsoft founder, Bill Gates, got a briefing from David Keith, one of the leading researchers in solar geoengineering, which is the idea of trying to reflect more of the sun's rays. Mr. Gates began funding Dr. Keith and Ken Caldeira, another climate scientist and a former software developer, to further their research.



The pair considered the idea of marine cloud brightening but wondered if it was feasible.




Armand Neukermans, an engineer and inventor, at the lab in Sunnyvale, Calif., where his team began work on a spraying device.





Using lasers to detect particles in the air at Dr. Neukermans's lab.




So they turned to Armand Neukermans, a Silicon Valley engineer with a doctorate in applied physics from Stanford and 74 patents. One of his early jobs was at Xerox, where he devised a system to produce and spray ink particles for copiers. Dr. Caldeira asked if he could develop a nozzle that would spray not ink, but sea salt aerosols.



Intrigued, Dr. Neukermans, who is now 83, lured some of his old colleagues out of retirement and began research in a borrowed lab in 2009, with $300,000 from Mr. Gates. They called themselves the Old Salts.



The team worked on the problem for years, eventually landing on a solution: By pushing air at extremely high pressure through a series of nozzles, they could create enough force to smash salt crystals into exceedingly small particles of just the right size.



Their work moved to a larger laboratory at the Palo Alto Research Center, a former Xerox research facility now owned by SRI International, a independent nonprofit research institute. Dr. Medrado became the lead engineer for the project two years ago. By the end of last year, the sprayer had been assembled and was waiting in a warehouse near San Francisco.



The machine was ready. The team needed somewhere to test it.



[?]



As the researchers were perfecting the sprayer, 
a profound transformation was happening outside their laboratory.



Since Dr. Latham first proposed the idea of marine cloud brightening, the concentration of heat-trapping gases in the atmosphere has 
increased by about
 20 percent. Last year was the 
hottest in recorded history
 and the World Meteorological Organization projects that 2024 will be 
another record year
. Global ocean temperatures have been at 
record highs for the past year.



As the effects of climate change continue to grow, so has interest in some sort of backup plan. In 2020, Congress directed the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to study solar radiation modification. In 2021, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine published a report saying the United States should 
"cautiously pursue" research
 into the idea. Last month, scientists from NOAA and other federal agencies 
proposed a road map
 for researching marine cloud brightening.



Interest is growing overseas, as well. In February, an Australian team of researchers at Southern Cross University, which was advised by Dr. Neukermans, conducted a monthlong experiment off the country's northeast coast, spraying aerosols from a ship and measuring the response of clouds.



Daniel P. Harrison, the lead researcher, called the tests "the smallest of baby steps aimed at confirming and refining the underpinning theory in the real world." He said it was too early to discuss any findings.



Private funding is also growing. Kelly Wanser is a former technology executive who helped establish the marine cloud brightening project at the University of Washington. In 2018 
she created SilverLining
, a nonprofit organization to advance research into what she calls "near-term climate interventions" like cloud brightening.



Ms. Wanser's group is contributing part of the funding for the research at the University of Washington and SRI, which is budgeted at about $10 million over three years, she said. That includes the study aboard the Hornet, which is expected to cost about $1 million a year.




The Hornet, now a floating museum, docked at Alameda, Calif.




Finding money for that work has gotten easier as record heat has "really shifted attitudes" among funders, Ms. Wanser said. Donors include the Quadrature Climate Foundation, the Pritzker Innovation Fund and the Cohler Charitable Fund, established by the former Facebook executive Matt Cohler, according to Ms. Wanser. 



Last year, Ms. Wanser spoke with a member of the board that runs the Hornet, which now operates as a museum affiliated with the Smithsonian. Would they host a first-of-its-kind study?



The museum agreed. The test was a go.



[?]



The flight deck of the Hornet
 rises 50 feet above the shore of Alameda, a small town on the east side of San Francisco Bay. On Tuesday, it held a series of finely calibrated sensors, perched atop a row of scissor lifts reaching into the air.



Underneath a United States flag at the far end of the flight deck was the sprayer: Shiny blue, roughly the shape and size of a spotlight, with a ring of tiny steel nozzles around its three-foot-wide mouth. The researchers call it CARI, for Cloud Aerosol Research Instrument.



On one side of the sprayer was a box the size of a shipping container that housed a pair of compressors, which fed highly pressurized air to the sprayer through a thick, black hose. On the other side was a tank of water. A series of switches, turned in careful sequence, fed the water and air into the device, which then shot a fine mist toward the sensors.



The goal was to determine whether the aerosols leaving the sprayer, which had been carefully manipulated to reach a specific size, remained that size as they rushed through the air in different wind and humidity conditions. It will take months to analyze the results. But the answers could determine whether marine cloud brightening would work, and how, according to Dr. Wood.



Ms. Wanser said she hoped the testing, which could continue for months or longer, will demystify the concept of climate intervention technologies. Toward that aim, the equipment will remain on the Hornet and be on display during hours when the ship is open to the public. Even if the equipment is not ultimately used to cool the planet, the data it generates can add to the understanding of how pollution and other aerosols interact with clouds, the researchers said.



Dr. Wood estimated that scientists could need another decade of tests before they were in a position to potentially use marine cloud brightening at the scale required to cool the Earth.



Ms. Wanser is already looking ahead to the next phase of that research. "The next step is go out to the ocean," she said, "aim up the spray a little higher, and touch clouds."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/02/climate/global-warming-clouds-solar-geoengineering.html
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Is Giving Farmers Millions to Kill Millions of Chickens the Way to Curb Bird Flu?



Big poultry farms have received millions of dollars for their losses. Animal welfare groups contend that aid reinforces inhumane cullings of birds exposed to the virus.




Organic chicken farming methods can help farms be less susceptible to bird flu outbreaks.




By Andrew Jacobs


Apr 02, 2024


The highly lethal form of 
avian influenza
 circulating the globe since 2021 has killed tens of millions of birds, forced poultry farmers in the United States to slaughter entire flocks and prompted a brief but alarming spike in the 
price of eggs
.



Most recently, it has infected 
dairy cows
 in several states and at least one person in Texas who had close contact with the animals, 
officials said
 this week.



The outbreak, it turns out, is proving to be especially costly for American taxpayers.



Last year, the Department of Agriculture paid poultry producers more than half a billion dollars for the turkeys, chickens and egg-laying hens they were forced to kill after the flu strain, H5N1, was detected on their farms.



Officials say the compensation program is aimed at encouraging farms to report outbreaks quickly. That's because the government pays for birds killed through culling, not those that die from the disease. Early reporting, the agency says, helps to limit the virus's spread to nearby farms.



The cullings are often done by turning up the heat in barns that house thousands of birds, a method that causes heat stroke and that many veterinarians and animal welfare organizations say results in unnecessary suffering.



Among the biggest recipients of the agency's bird flu 
indemnification
 funds from 2022 to this year were Jennie-O Turkey Store, which received more than $88 million, and Tyson Foods, which was paid nearly $30 million. Despite their losses, the two companies reported billions of dollars in profits last year.



Overall, a vast majority of the government payments went to the country's largest food companies -- not entirely surprising given corporate America's dominance of meat and egg production.




Tyson chicken barns remain in Wildersville, Tenn.




Since February 2022, more than 82 million farmed birds have been culled, according to the 
agency's website
. For context, the American poultry industry produces more than nine billion chickens and turkeys each year.



The 
tally of compensation
 was obtained by 
Our Honor
, an animal welfare advocacy group, which filed a Freedom of Information Act request with the U.S.D.A. The advocacy organization 
Farm Forward
 collaborated on further analysis of the data.



The breakdown of compensation has not been publicly released, but agency officials confirmed the accuracy of the figures.



To critics of large-scale commercial farming, the payments highlight a deeply flawed system of corporate subsidies, which last year included more than $30 billion in taxpayer money directed to the agriculture sector, much of it for crop insurance, commodity price support and disaster aid.



But they say the payments related to bird flu are troubling for another reason: By compensating commercial farmers for their losses with no strings attached, the federal government is encouraging poultry growers to continue the very practices that heighten the risk of contagion, increasing the need for future cullings and compensation.



"These payments are crazy-making and dangerous," said Andrew deCoriolis, Farm Forward's executive director. "Not only are we wasting taxpayer money on profitable companies for a problem they created, but we're not giving them any incentive to make changes."



Ashley Peterson, senior vice president of scientific and regulatory affairs at the National Chicken Council, a trade association, disputed the suggestion that the government payouts reinforced problematic farming practices.



"Indemnification is in place to help the farmer control and eradicate the virus -- regardless of how the affected birds are raised," she said in an email. The criticisms, she added, were the work of "vegan extremist groups who are latching on to an issue to try and advance their agenda."




Chickens were moved from barns near Wildersville.




The U.S.D.A. defended the program, saying, "Early reporting allows us to more quickly stop the spread of the virus to nearby farms," according to a statement.



Although modern farming practices have made animal protein much more affordable, leading to an almost 
doubling of meat consumption
 over the past century, the industry's reliance on so-called concentrated animal-feeding operations comes with downsides. The giant sheds that produce nearly 
99 percent of the nation's eggs and meat
 spin off enormous quantities of animal waste that can degrade the environment, according to researchers.



And infectious pathogens 
spread more readily
 inside the crowded structures.



"If you wanted to create the ideal environment for fostering the mutation of pathogens, industrial farms would pretty much be the perfect setup," said Gwendolen Reyes-Illg, a scientist at the 
Animal Welfare Institute
 who focuses on meat production.



The modern chicken, genetically homogenous and engineered for fast growth, compounds those risks. Selective breeding has greatly reduced the time it takes to raise a barrel-breasted, table-ready broiler, but the birds are 
more susceptible
 to 
infection
 and death, according to researchers. That may help explain why 
more than 90 percent
 of chickens infected with H5N1 die within 48 hours.



Frank Reese, a fourth-generation turkey farmer in Kansas, said that the modern, broad-breasted white turkey is ready for slaughter in half the time of heritage breeds. But fast growth comes at a cost: The birds are prone to heart problems, high blood pressure and arthritic joints, among other health issues, he said.



"They have weaker immune systems, because bless that fat little turkey's heart, they are morbidly obese," said Mr. Reese, 75, who pasture-raises rare heritage breeds. "It's the equivalent of an 11-year-old child who weighs 400 pounds."




Caleb Barron, an organic chicken farmer, with his guard dog in Pescadero, Calif.




Highly pathogenic avian influenza has been circulating since 1996, but the virus had evolved to become even more lethal by the time it showed up in North America in late 2021. It led to the culling of 
nearly 60 million
 farmed birds in the United States, and felled 
countless wild ones
 and a great many mammals, from skunks to sea lions. Last week, federal authorities for the first time 
identified the virus
 in dairy cows in Kansas, Texas, Michigan, New Mexico and Idaho. The pathogen has also been implicated in a small number of 
human infections and deaths
, mostly among those who work with live poultry, and officials say the 
risks to people remains low
.



The virus is extremely contagious among birds and spreads through nasal secretions, saliva and feces, making it tough to contain. Migrating waterfowl are the single greatest source of infection -- even if many wild ducks show no signs of illness. The virus can find its way into barns via dust particles or on the sole of a farmer's boot.



While infections in North America have ebbed and flowed over the past three years, the overall number has declined from 2022, according to the U.S. 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
.



On Tuesday, the nation's largest egg producer, Cal-Maine Foods, 
announced that
 it had halted production at its Texas facility and culled more than 1.6 million birds after detecting avian influenza.



Federal officials have been debating whether to 
vaccinate commercial flocks
, but the initiative has divided the industry, in part because it could prompt trade restrictions harmful to the nation's $6 billion poultry export sector.



Many scientists, fearing that the 
next pandemic
 could emerge from a human-adapted version of bird flu, have been urging the White House to embrace a vaccination campaign.




Mike Weber watching an employee clean a hen house at his egg farm in Petaluma, Calif. His company, Sunrise Farms, had to euthanize 550,000 chickens after avian flu was detected among the flock.




The agency's 
livestock indemnity program
, part of a farm bill passed by Congress in 2018, pays farmers 75 percent of the value of animals lost to disease or natural disaster. Since 2022, 
the program
 has distributed more than $1 billion to affected farmers.



Critics say the program also promotes animal cruelty by allowing farmers to euthanize their flocks by 
shutting down a barn's ventilation system
 and pumping in hot air, a method that can take hours. Chickens and turkeys that survive are often dispatched by a twist of the neck.



Crystal Heath, a veterinarian and co-founder of 
Our Honor
, said the 
American Veterinary Medical Association
, in partnership with the agriculture department, recommended that ventilation shutdown be used only under "
constrained circumstances
." She added that a vast majority of farms relied on it because the process was inexpensive and easy to carry out.



"All you need are duct tape, tarps and a few rented heaters," Dr. Heath said. "But ventilation shutdown plus is especially awful because it can take three to five hours for the birds to die."



Thousands of veterinarians have 
signed a petition
 urging the association to reclassify ventilation shutdown as "not recommended" and say that other methods that use carbon dioxide or nitrogen are far more humane, even if they are more costly. Since the start of the outbreak through December 2023, ventilation shutdown was used to cull 66 million chickens and turkeys, or about 80 percent of all those killed, according to 
analysis of federal data
 by the Animal Welfare Institute, which obtained the data through a Freedom of Information Act request.



Last summer, the institute filed 
a petition
 asking the agriculture department to require farms to devise depopulation plans that are more humane as a condition for receiving compensation. The agency has yet to respond to the petition.



Tyson and Jennie-O, the top recipients of federal compensation, have both used ventilation shutdown, according to an analysis of 
federal data
. Tyson declined to comment for this article, and Hormel, which owns the Jennie-O brand, did not respond to requests for comment.




The chicks on Fogline Farm in Pescadero.




Some animal welfare advocates, pointing to recent outbreaks that were allowed to run their course, question whether killing every bird on an affected farm is even the right approach. When H5N1 hit 
Harvest Home Animal Sanctuary
 in California in February 2023, killing three birds, the farm's operators steeled themselves for a state-mandated culling. Instead, California agriculture officials, citing a recently created exemption for farms that do not produce food, said they would spare the birds as long as strict quarantine measures were put in place for 120 days.



Over the next few weeks, the virus claimed 26 of the farm's 160 chickens, ducks and turkeys, but the others survived, even those that had appeared visibly ill, according to Christine Morrissey, the sanctuary's executive director.



She said the experience suggested that mass cullings might be unnecessary. "There needs to be more research and effort put into finding other ways of responding to this virus," Ms. Morrissey said, "because depopulation is horrifying and it's not solving the problem at hand."



With the northward migration in full swing, poultry farmers like Caleb Barron are holding their breath. Mr. Barron, an organic farmer in California, said there was only so much he could do to protect the livestock at 
Fogline Farm
 given that the birds spent most of their lives outdoors.



So far, the birds remain unscathed. Perhaps it's because Mr. Barron raises a hardier breed of chicken, or maybe it's because his birds have a relatively good life, which includes high-quality feed and low stress.



"Or maybe," he said, " it's just luck."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/02/science/bird-flu-aid-animal-welfare.html
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The Shift



Did One Guy Just Stop a Huge Cyberattack?



A Microsoft engineer noticed something was off on a piece of software he worked on. He soon discovered someone was probably trying to gain access to computers all over the world.








By Kevin Roose


Apr 03, 2024


The internet, as anyone who works deep in its trenches will tell you, is not a smooth, well-oiled machine.



It's a messy patchwork that has been assembled over decades, and is held together with the digital equivalent of Scotch tape and bubble gum. Much of it relies on open-source software that is thanklessly maintained by a small army of volunteer programmers who fix the bugs, patch the holes and ensure the whole rickety contraption, which is responsible for trillions of dollars in global G.D.P., keeps chugging along.



Last week, one of those programmers may have saved the internet from huge trouble.



His name is Andres Freund. He's a 38-year-old software engineer who lives in San Francisco and works at Microsoft. His job involves developing a piece of open-source database software known as PostgreSQL, whose details would probably bore you to tears if I could explain them correctly, which I can't.



Recently, while doing some routine maintenance, Mr. Freund inadvertently found a backdoor hidden in a piece of software that is part of the Linux operating system. The backdoor was a possible prelude to a major cyberattack that experts say could have caused enormous damage, if it had succeeded.



Now, in a twist fit for Hollywood, tech leaders and cybersecurity researchers are hailing Mr. Freund as a hero. Satya Nadella, the chief executive of Microsoft, 
praised
 his "curiosity and craftsmanship." An admirer 
called him
 "the silverback gorilla of nerds." Engineers have been circulating an old, famous-among-programmers web comic about how all modern digital infrastructure rests on a project maintained by 
some random guy in Nebraska
. (In their telling, Mr. Freund is the random guy from Nebraska.)



In an interview this week, Mr. Freund -- who is actually a soft-spoken, German-born coder who declined to have his photo taken for this story -- said that becoming an internet folk hero had been disorienting.



"I find it very odd," he said. "I'm a fairly private person who just sits in front of the computer and hacks on code."



The saga began earlier this year, when Mr. Freund was flying back from a visit to his parents in Germany. While reviewing a log of automated tests, he noticed a few error messages he didn't recognize. He was jet-lagged, and the messages didn't seem urgent, so he filed them away in his memory.



But a few weeks later, while running some more tests at home, he noticed that an application called SSH, which is used to log into computers remotely, was using more processing power than normal. He traced the issue to a set of data compression tools called xz Utils, and wondered if it was related to the earlier errors he'd seen.



(Don't worry if these names are Greek to you. All you really need to know is that these are all small pieces of the Linux operating system, which is probably the most important piece of open-source software in the world. The 
vast majority
 of the world's servers -- including those used by banks, hospitals, governments and Fortune 500 companies -- run on Linux, which makes its security a matter of global importance.)



Like other popular open-source software, Linux gets updated all the time, and most bugs are the result of innocent mistakes. But when Mr. Freund looked closely at the source code for xz Utils, he saw clues that it had been intentionally tampered with.



In particular, he found that someone had planted malicious code in the latest versions of xz Utils. The code, known as a backdoor, would allow its creator to hijack a user's SSH connection and secretly run their own code on that user's machine.



In the cybersecurity world, a database engineer inadvertently finding a backdoor in a core Linux feature is a little like a bakery worker who smells a freshly baked loaf of bread, senses something is off and correctly deduces that someone has tampered with the entire global yeast supply. It's the kind of intuition that requires years of experience and obsessive attention to detail, plus a healthy dose of luck.



At first, Mr. Freund doubted his own findings. Had he really discovered a backdoor in one of the world's most heavily scrutinized open-source programs?



"It felt surreal," he said. "There were moments where I was like, I must have just had a bad night of sleep and had some fever dreams."



But his digging kept turning up new evidence, and last week, Mr. Freund 
sent his findings
 to a group of open-source software developers. The news set the tech world on fire. Within hours, a fix was developed and some researchers were crediting him with preventing a potentially historic cyberattack.



"This could have been the most widespread and effective backdoor ever planted in any software product," said Alex Stamos, the chief trust officer at SentinelOne, a cybersecurity research firm.



If it had gone undetected, Mr. Stamos said, the backdoor would have "given its creators a master key to any of the hundreds of millions of computers around the world that run SSH." That key could have allowed them to steal private information, plant crippling malware, or cause major disruptions to infrastructure -- all without being caught.



(The New York Times has sued Microsoft and its partner OpenAI on claims of copyright infringement involving artificial intelligence systems that generate text.)



Nobody knows who planted the backdoor. But the plot appears to have been so elaborate that some researchers believe only a nation with formidable hacking chops, such as Russia or China, could have attempted it.



According to 
some researchers
 who have gone back and looked at the evidence, the attacker appears to have used a pseudonym, "Jia Tan," to suggest changes to xz Utils as far back as 2022. (Many open-source software projects are governed via hierarchy; developers suggest changes to a program's code, then more experienced developers known as "maintainers" have to review and approve the changes.)



The attacker, using the Jia Tan name, appears to have spent several years slowly gaining the trust of other xz Utils developers and getting more control over the project, eventually becoming a maintainer, and finally inserting the code with the hidden backdoor earlier this year. (The new, compromised version of the code had been released, but was not yet in widespread use.)



Mr. Freund declined to guess who might have been behind the attack. But he said that whoever it was had been sophisticated enough to try to cover their tracks, including by adding code that made the backdoor harder to spot.



"It was very mysterious," he said. "They clearly spent a lot of effort trying to hide what they were doing."



Since his findings became public, Mr. Freund said, he had been helping the teams who are trying to reverse-engineer the attack and identify the culprit. But he's been too busy to rest on his laurels. The next version of PostgreSQL, the database software he works on, is coming out later this year, and he's trying to get some last-minute changes in before the deadline.



"I don't really have time to go and have a celebratory drink," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/technology/prevent-cyberattack-linux.html
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News Analysis



Biden Is 'Outraged.' But Is He Willing to Use America's Leverage With Israel?



President Biden, at least in public, has limited his responses to Israel's war in Gaza to ever more indignant declarations.




Israel's attack on a World Central Kitchen convoy, which killed seven, is more evidence that the country "has not done enough to protect aid workers," President Biden said.




By David E. Sanger and Peter Baker


Apr 03, 2024


When President Biden said he was "
outraged and heartbroken
" about the killing of seven World Central Kitchen aid workers in Gaza, his forceful language raised a natural question: Would this strike, even if a tragic error, lead him to put conditions on the weapons he sends to Israel?



So far, the White House has been silent on whether Mr. Biden's anger is leading to a breaking point with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, with whom every interaction has been tense. The two are scheduled to speak on Thursday, according to a senior Biden administration official. But in public, at least, Mr. Biden has limited his responses to ever more indignant declarations.



Launching a bombing campaign on the southern city of Rafah would cross a "red line," Mr. Biden has insisted, without laying out the consequences. The attack on the World Central Kitchen convoy is more evidence that Israel "has not done enough to protect aid workers," he said on Tuesday, without specifying how its behavior should change.



"I hope this will be the moment where the president changes course," said Senator Chris Van Hollen, Democrat of Maryland and one of Mr. Biden's most enthusiastic supporters, who pressed for months to place conditions on the arms the United States supplies. "Netanyahu ignored the president's requests, and yet we send 2,000-pound bombs with no restrictions on their use."



"We shouldn't send bombs first and hope for some assurances later," he concluded.




An American-made F-15 from the Israeli Air Force near Gedera, Israel, last week. Conditions on how American arms are used are usually standard fare.




Conditions on how American arms are used are usually standard fare, some imposed by Congress and others by the president or secretary of state. Ukraine, for example, is not permitted to shoot American-made weapons into Russia, and even though it has generally complied, there is still debate within the administration about whether to give more powerful missiles to Kyiv if an aid package ever passes Congress.



But Israel has always been the exception. Even when Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the majority leader, gave an impassioned speech urging new elections in Israel -- a clear effort to oust Mr. Netanyahu -- he declined to call for limits on arms. When pressed the next day, Mr. Schumer said he did not even want to discuss the topic.



There are other steps Mr. Biden could demand. For example, the United States could insist that aid convoys be escorted by the Israel Defense Forces, or that nearby Israeli military units remain in constant communication with the aid providers, an issue two U.S. senators raised to Mr. Netanyahu in February.



The prime minister, one participant said, told an aide present at the meeting that he thought the problems surrounding safe passage for food and medicine had already been addressed. But he assured the senators, Chris Coons of Delaware and Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut, both Democrats, that he would bring up the issue with his military commanders.



The strike on Monday suggests that those issues were never fully resolved.



Pressed by reporters on Wednesday about Mr. Biden's thinking on the subject, John F. Kirby, a White House national security spokesman, pointed reporters to the president's statement condemning the strike on the aid workers.



"I think you could sense the frustration in that statement yesterday," Mr. Kirby said.



On the day of the strike, Mr. Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, and Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken held a previously scheduled discussion with Israeli officials via secure video.



Mr. Kirby said the Americans urged the Israelis to have a comprehensive plan to evacuate the 1.5 million refugees in the Rafah region. He also said conversations would continue about "what Rafah looks like now and what their intentions are for operations against those Hamas battalions that are still there."




Inspecting damage from Israeli strikes in Rafah, in southern Gaza, on Tuesday.




While Mr. Kirby did not say so, officials familiar with those discussions said the United States still feared the Israelis did not have a credible plan for a comprehensive evacuation -- a process they believe could take months. But the officials noted that Mr. Netanyahu has not yet launched the Rafah attacks, perhaps because Israeli forces are nowhere near ready, or perhaps because of the American pressure.



There have been other moments in the six months since Hamas's Oct. 7 terrorist attacks when the United States has hit a wall in dealing with Mr. Netanyahu, and where declarations of common goals could not hide the fact that the two countries are deeply at odds about how to conduct the war.



But it is possible that the attack on the World Central Kitchen convoy, one of the most successful efforts to avoid famine in Gaza, was a breaking point for Mr. Biden.



He personally knows the famed Spanish American chef behind the operation, Jose Andres, whose restaurants in Washington are regular haunts of the city's power brokers. Mr. Biden called the chef on Tuesday, shortly before Mr. Andres published 
a guest essay in The New York Times
 declaring that "Israel is better than the way this war is being waged."



"It is better than blocking food and medicine to civilians," he continued. "It is better than killing aid workers who had coordinated their movements with the Israel Defense Forces."



But Mr. Biden consistently stops short of openly breaking with Mr. Netanyahu, a confrontation he believes will only make the prime minister more difficult to handle, aides say. The result is that Mr. Biden is in a box, criticized by the progressive wing of his party -- and increasingly by moderates -- for acting too cautiously, and unwilling to be perceived as limiting Israel's ability to defend itself.




President Biden has tried to divorce his pressure campaign on Israel from his power to limit the country's arms supplies.




In fact, it left a sour taste among some of Mr. Biden's critics that the president's most visceral expression of anger at Israel's military campaign came over the killing of seven foreign humanitarian workers rather than over the deaths of the many thousands of Palestinian civilians that preceded them.



"To me, the language of outrage, it's noticeable because it's the furthest he's gone in his language but it's also noticeable that he's only gone this far when it's Western aid workers," said Yousef Munayyer, the head of the Palestine-Israel program at the Arab Center Washington D.C. "Of course it's outrageous," he added of the latest incident, "but these kinds of strikes, we've seen them repeatedly and the White House does not seem to be outraged over them."



Mr. Munayyer said the disparity was particularly striking given Mr. Biden's reputation for personal compassion. "He has presented himself as this empath-in-chief; that is his great quality," Mr. Munayyer said. "And yet when it comes to Palestinian life, he just seems incapable of showing empathy to Palestinians."



In recent weeks, Mr. Biden has tried to divorce his pressure campaign on Israel from his power, if he chose to use it, to limit the country's arms supplies. Indeed, some veteran diplomats doubted this would be the moment that shifted Mr. Biden's approach, despite his strong words.



"One would think 'outrage' would translate into a strong policy response, but so far, that does not appear to be the case," said Daniel C. Kurtzer, a former ambassador to Israel. "Israeli apologies notwithstanding, this attack will substantially increase pressure on aid deliverers and thus worsen the humanitarian distress."



Katie Rogers
 contributed reporting.
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An English Village Hollowed Out for a Train That May Never Come



When Britain cut back a planned high-speed rail line, some residents on the route were pleased. They're less delighted with what happened next.




A house in Whitmore Heath, England, one of many standing empty after plans for a multibillion-dollar high-speed railway fell apart.




By Stephen Castle


Apr 03, 2024


For those that can afford them, the large villas at Whitmore Heath offer the tranquillity of the countryside within striking distance of urban centers like Stoke-on-Trent and Stafford, an hour's drive north of Birmingham, the largest city in the English Midlands.



Yet on Heath Road, where some house prices have exceeded a million pounds (about $1.3 million), padlocked gates and signs warn trespassers of CCTV security monitoring. Outside one house stands a dumpster filled with waste while the roof of another is carpeted with a veneer of moss. Peer through the large windows of a family home, and not a single piece of furniture can be seen inside.



This scene of abandonment is a byproduct of a multibillion-dollar rail project that has spanned three decades and six prime ministers -- a case study in the problems Britain encounters when planning large-scale infrastructure, and of the scarring that remains when such projects go awry.



"It's like a ghost village around here now," said Deborah Mallender, who lives in nearby Madeley, where several more modest homes also lie empty. "Where it was thriving with young families, now it isn't."




"Where's the plan to get these houses back in habitable order?", said Deborah Mallender, who campaigned against the rail project because of concerns about its effect on the area.




Whitmore was in the path of 
High Speed 2
, a new train line that promised to connect London, Birmingham and two of the biggest cities in northern England at speeds of up to 225 miles an hour, spurring economic development and liberating space for more local services on an overburdened mainline rail network.



Houses in the area were sold to the government-financed company responsible for developing HS2 after some locals, alarmed by the impending construction, campaigned for residents to be bought out. Elsewhere, the company also used eminent domain powers.



More than 50 homes in the area have stood empty for two years or more, campaigners say -- years during which HS2's ambitions shrank markedly. The project's fourth prime minister, Boris Johnson, lopped off one northern branch, to Leeds, in 2022. And last year its sixth, Rishi Sunak, cut the remaining northern section, to Manchester from Birmingham, including the part that would have passed near, and in places under, Whitmore.



With an election looming and his party consistently trailing in opinion polls, Mr. Sunak has depicted the cut as evidence of his willingness to make tough decisions -- a risky stance given that his predecessors had presented the line as part of a promise to "level up" the north of England.



Ms. Mallender opposed the rail project because of concerns about its effect on the area. But like many locals, she is incredulous at the confusion over what comes next.



"They should have surveyors coming in to see what state it's in," she said, standing outside one empty property as rain began to fall. "Where's the plan to get these houses back in habitable order?"




More than 50 homes in the area have stood empty for two years or more, campaigners say -- years during which HS2's ambitions shrank markedly.




The high-speed line from London to Birmingham, originally promised for 2026, is going ahead, with services expected to begin between 2029 and 2033, when the initial plans said the whole network would be complete.



But as the project faced 
strong opposition
 from communities in its path and from some environmentalists, costs ballooned. By last year, some experts were putting the price of reaching all three cities at over PS100 billion, or $125 billion -- up from an estimated PS37.5 billion, or $47 billion, in 2009.



The expected costs just of getting to Birmingham 
now start around PS50 billion
, with another 
PS2.2 billion already spent
 on the canceled stages.



Some of the properties in Whitmore and nearby are now rented. But several attracted squatters in recent years, and in 2019 the police swooped on two that were being 
used as cannabis factories
.



"One day we had helicopters in the air, we had police cars, police bikes scrambling all over the place," said Steve Colclough, 66, who lives in Whitmore village.



Opponents of the project fume at the public money spent on the works. "Some people have got very, very rich out of HS2," said Mr. Colclough, an operations manager for a construction company, who gambled that the line would be canceled and stayed.



"If they had started construction in and around our area, we would have sold up, but we would probably have lost PS100,000 to PS150,000 on the value of the property," he said. "The whole of the locality would have been absolutely devastated with construction traffic and dust and noise, lights, 24-hour working."




An area that was part of the scrapped leg of the HS2 project in nearby Swynnerton, England.




Some questions remain over whether the line to Manchester is permanently dead. While the opposition Labour party has declined to promise its revival, local leaders in Birmingham and Manchester are urgently seeking rail improvements to relieve transit congestion in the area. That's a problem that the truncated HS2 threatens to intensify.



The government now plans to run the new trains from Birmingham into Manchester along the old mainline. And the project's chief executive 
told lawmakers in January
 that "in the current scenario" -- that is, without expensive extensions to old station platforms -- the high-speed trains will actually reduce passenger capacity between the two cities.



They will also make that part of the journey slightly slower, because the trains they will replace were specially adapted to corner quickly on curved older tracks.



In the meantime, politicians are concerned about the fate of land and homes now owned by the project.



"The decision to cancel HS2's northern leg was a watershed moment that raises urgent and unanswered questions," said Meg Hillier, a lawmaker who led 
a parliamentary committee
 reporting on the issue, including: "What happens now to the Phase 2 land, some of which has been compulsorily purchased?"



Right now, the answer seems to be very little.




Edward Cavenagh-Mainwaring, a farmer whose family owns the local manor house in Whitmore, sold about a quarter of his family's land for the HS2 project.




The company behind HS2 said in a statement that it had rented out "79 percent of lettable residential and agricultural properties in our managed portfolio," adding: "Others are either being refurbished, on the market, held for construction or are not financially viable to bring up to a lettable standard."



One of those forced to sell land was Edward Cavenagh-Mainwaring, a farmer whose family owns the local manor house, Whitmore Hall.



His forebears are thought to have moved to the area in 1098, and Mr. Cavenagh-Mainwering, 61, has spent a lifetime farming the land, where he now also runs 
a wild-swimming business
.



A friend first warned him about the planned route in 2013. "The impact for me was like a dark cloud over my future, wondering when this corridor of destruction was going to arrive," he said.



One section of woodland was purchased compulsorily last March, and more land went in the summer. Around a quarter of the total holding -- 270 acres of farmland -- left the family's ownership in September.



Mr. Sunak canceled the project weeks later.



Technically, Mr. Cavenagh-Mainwering became a trespasser while walking in the wheat fields last May, when they abruptly became the property of HS2. The organization also purchased a 65-foot strip dividing one of his fields for power lines. He now hopes to buy the land back.



"I feel I have failed the family a bit, in that I couldn't stop it," he said. "That's why you've got to try and work out the best outcome."




Whitmore Hall, left, and Whitmore parish church, both part of Mr. Cavenagh-Mainwering's family land. He hopes to buy back the farmland he sold to HS2.
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Ugandan Court Upholds Draconian Anti-Gay Law



The law, which includes the death penalty as a punishment in some cases, has been strongly condemned, including by the United States.




The five-judge panel of Uganda's Constitutional Court at a hearing in Kampala, the capital, on Wednesday. "The upshot of our judgment is that this petition substantially fails," one judge said. 




By Abdi Latif Dahir


Apr 03, 2024


Uganda's Constitutional Court on Wednesday largely upheld 
a sweeping anti-gay law
 that President Yoweri Museveni signed last year, undermining the efforts of activists and rights groups to abolish legislation that drew worldwide condemnation and strained the East African nation's relationship with the West.



The legislation, which was signed into law by Mr. Museveni in May, 
calls for life imprisonment
 for anyone who engages in gay sex. Anyone who tries to have same-sex relations could face up to a decade in prison.



Uganda has faced international consequences for passing the law, with the World Bank suspending all new funding and the United States imposing sanctions and visa restrictions on top Ugandan officials. But the law was popular in Uganda, a landlocked nation of over 48 million people, where religious and political leaders frequently inveigh against homosexuality.



The fallout for Uganda will be watched closely in other African countries where a
nti-gay sentiment is on the rise
 and anti-gay legislation is under consideration, including in Kenya, Namibia, Tanzania and South Sudan. In February, 
Ghana's Parliament passed an anti-gay law
, but the country's president said that he would not sign it until the Supreme Court ruled on its constitutionality.



In Uganda, the five-judge bench said the law violated several key rights granted in the country's Constitution, including the right to health and privacy. They also struck down sections of the law that criminalized failing to report homosexual acts, allowing any premises to be used to commit homosexuality or giving someone a "terminal illness" through gay sex.



But in their 200-page judgment, the judges largely rejected the request to quash the law.



"We decline to nullify the Anti-Homosexuality Act 2023 in its entirety, neither will we grant a permanent injunction against its enforcement," Richard Buteera, one of the judges, said in a reading of the judgment's summary to a packed courtroom. He added, "The upshot of our judgment is that this petition substantially fails."




Ahead of the court's ruling, President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda had remained publicly defiant.




Frank Mugisha, a prominent gay rights activist and one of the petitioners, said that they would appeal the Constitutional Court's decision to the Supreme Court.



"I am very sad," Mr. Mugisha said in a telephone interview. "The judges have been swayed by the propaganda from the anti-gay movement who kept saying that this is in the public interest and refuting all the arguments that we made that relate to the Constitution and international obligations."



The law in Uganda decrees the death penalty for anyone convicted of "aggravated homosexuality," a sweeping term defined as acts of same-sex relations with minors or disabled people, those carried out under threat or while someone is unconscious. Even being accused of what the law refers to as "attempted aggravated homosexuality" carries a prison sentence of up to 14 years.



Passage of the law -- which also imposes harsh fines on organizations convicted of promoting homosexuality -- alarmed human rights advocates, who said it would give new impetus for the introduction of equivalent draconian laws in other African nations. Uganda is among the African countries that already ban gay sex, but the new law creates additional offenses and prescribes far more punitive penalties.



The United Nations, along with local and international human rights groups, said that the law conflicted with Uganda's Constitution and that it would most likely be used to harass and intimidate its L.G.B.T.Q. population.




Protesting the Ugandan anti-homosexuality law in Pretoria, South Africa, last year. The battle over the law in Uganda has been closely watched in other African countries. 




The ratification of the Anti-Homosexuality Act, as the law is officially known, renewed scrutiny of the government of Mr. Museveni, who has 
ruled Uganda with a tight grip
 for almost four decades. Mr. Museveni, 
his son
 -- whom he recently 
appointed as head of the army
 -- and other top members of his government have been accused of 
detaining, beating, torturing
 and 
disappearing critics
 and opposition members.



The law was first introduced in March last year by a lawmaker who said that homosexuality was becoming pervasive and threatening the sanctity of the Ugandan family. Some legislators also claimed that their constituents had notified them of alleged plans to promote and recruit schoolchildren into homosexuality -- accusations that rights groups said were false.



Anti-gay sentiment is prevalent among Muslim and Christian lawmakers and religious leaders from both faiths. They say that homosexuality is a Western import, and they held rallies to show support for the law before it passed.



A few weeks after it was introduced in Parliament, the law was 
quickly passed
 with only two lawmakers opposing it.



Activists, academics and human rights lawyers who challenged the law in court said it contravened not only Uganda's Constitution, which guarantees freedom from discrimination, but also international treaties, including the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights. They also argued that Parliament passed the law too quickly, with not enough time allowed for public participation -- arguments the judgments rejected in their decision.



Human rights groups said that since the law was introduced and passed, L.G.B.T.Q. Ugandans have faced intensive violence and harassment.




Activists and community members listening to the proceedings at the Constitutional Court in Kampala, Uganda, on Wednesday.




Convening for Equality, a coalition of human rights groups in Uganda, has 
documented
 hundreds of rights violations and abuses, including arrests and forced anal examinations. Gay and transgender Ugandans have also been evicted from their homes and beaten up by family members -- forcing many to 
flee to neighboring countries like Kenya
.



The law's passage brought swift repercussions for Uganda, too. Health experts also worried the law 
would hinder medical access
 for gay people, especially those seeking H.I.V. testing, prevention and treatment.



The United States said it would 
restrict visas
 for current and former Ugandan officials who were believed to be responsible for enacting the anti-gay policy. The Biden administration also issued a 
business advisory for Uganda
 and 
removed the country from a special program
 that allows African products duty-free access to the United States.



The World Bank, citing the anti-gay law, also said in August it 
would halt all future funding to Uganda
. The economic pressures continued to pile on, with 
foreign travelers and investors staying away
 from Uganda.



Ahead of the ruling, Mr. Museveni remained publicly defiant, but analysts and diplomats said he privately worried about his country's being labeled an outcast, and the devastating economic repercussions it was causing.



On Wednesday, members of the L.G.B.T.Q. community said the court's judgment would not only amplify the government's antagonism toward gay people but also deepen the animosity they face from members of the public.



The court's decision opens a "Pandora's box" that will push the lives of gay Ugandans "further more into darkness," said Steven Kabuye, a gay rights advocate who fled to Canada after he was stabbed in January in an attack that activists said was spurred by homophobia linked to the law.



"I feel very disappointed but not surprised," Mr. Kabuye said in a telephone interview.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/world/africa/uganda-anti-gay-law.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Judge Won't Delay Trump's Criminal Trial to Wait for Immunity Ruling



The former president had asked the judge to push back his Manhattan criminal trial, slated to begin April 15, until after the Supreme Court decides whether he is immune from prosecution.




Donald J. Trump had already secured a three-week delay in the Manhattan trial, pushing it from March to mid-April, after new investigative records emerged.




By Ben Protess and William K. Rashbaum


Apr 03, 2024


The judge overseeing Donald J. Trump's criminal case in Manhattan rejected his last-ditch bid to delay a trial beyond April 15, removing on Wednesday one of the final obstacles to the first prosecution of a former American president.



Mr. Trump, who is accused of covering up a sex scandal surrounding the 2016 presidential campaign, had asked the judge to delay the trial until after the Supreme Court rules on whether he is immune from prosecution over official acts he took while president. That issue arose in another of his criminal cases, and the Supreme Court is expected to hear arguments this month, but might not rule until June.



The judge in the Manhattan case, Juan M. Merchan, ruled that his trial did not need to wait for the Supreme Court. He denied Mr. Trump's effort as "untimely," ruling that he had failed to request the delay by a legal deadline.



The judge said the request's timing -- just weeks before the trial was set to start -- also raised "real questions about the sincerity and actual purpose of the motion."



He added: "The circumstances, viewed as a whole, test this court's credulity."



Mr. Trump's effort was his latest bid to delay his four criminal cases, which are unfolding against the backdrop of his campaign to regain the White House. If Mr. Trump can stall the cases until Election Day, and he wins the presidency, they would likely grind to a halt.



Some of his tactics have paid off. In Florida, where Mr. Trump is accused of mishandling classified documents, a Trump-appointed judge has yet to finalize a trial date. And in Washington, D.C., where a federal special counsel has accused Mr. Trump of plotting to overturn the 2020 election, the Supreme Court has paused the trial while it considers the immunity issue.



In the Manhattan case, Mr. Trump secured a three-week delay, from late March to mid-April, after new investigative records emerged. But Mr. Trump wanted to push back the trial further. His lawyers sought a 90-day delay, or an outright dismissal, blaming prosecutorial misconduct for the last-minute cache of documents.



That accusation carried little weight with Justice Merchan, who recently confirmed the April 15 start date and rebuked Mr. Trump's legal team.



Mr. Trump's lawyers, Todd Blanche and Susan R. Necheles, declined to comment.



The Manhattan case stems from a hush-money deal struck with a porn star, Stormy Daniels, in the final days of the 2016 campaign. In a 34-count indictment last year, the Manhattan district attorney, Alvin L. Bragg, accused Mr. Trump of falsifying business records related to the payoff.



Mr. Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee for president, has denied the affair and the charges, which he claims are politically motivated.



The effort to drag out the Manhattan case until after the Supreme Court addressed the immunity issue seemed particularly far-fetched.



The Manhattan district attorney's office noted that Mr. Trump's lawyers filed the request only 17 days before the trial was initially scheduled to start, months after they filed other pretrial motions.



Mr. Trump's lawyers, Justice Merchan noted, had already argued the same issue in federal court in Washington and yet had failed to raise it with him.



The judge also appeared skeptical that the immunity claim had direct bearing on the charges brought by Mr. Bragg.



At a hearing in February, Justice Merchan said that "the issue of the state proceedings I don't believe is for the Supreme Court."



In a footnote to Wednesday's decision, Justice Merchan wrote that Mr. Trump "does not appear to raise a claim of presidential immunity" that applies to the cover-up of the sex scandal.
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Frustrated Prosecutors Ask Trump Documents Judge to Act on Key Claim



The push for a quick decision on one of the former president's most far-fetched claims is an unusual and risky move in a case Judge Aileen Cannon has allowed to become bogged down.




Supporters of former President Donald J. Trump outside a federal courthouse in Fort Pierce, Fla., in February. The case there has been slowed by a logjam of unresolved legal issues and curious procedural requests.




By Alan Feuer


Apr 03, 2024


In an open display of frustration, federal prosecutors on Tuesday night told the judge overseeing former President Donald J. Trump's classified documents case that a "fundamentally flawed" order she had issued was causing delays and asked her to quickly resolve a critical dispute about one of Mr. Trump's defenses -- leaving them time to appeal if needed.



The unusual and risky move by the prosecutors, contained in 
a 24-page filing
, signaled their mounting impatience with the judge, Aileen M. Cannon, who has allowed the case to become bogged down in a 
logjam of unresolved issues and curious procedural requests
. It was the most directly prosecutors have confronted Judge Cannon's legal reasoning and unhurried pace, which have called into question whether a trial will take place before the election in November even though both sides say they could be ready for one by summer.



In their filing, prosecutors in the office of the special counsel, Jack Smith, all but begged Judge Cannon to move the case along and make a binding decision about one of Mr. Trump's most brazen claims: that he cannot be prosecuted for having taken home a trove of national security documents after leaving office because he transformed them into his own personal property under a law known as the Presidential Records Act.



The prosecutors derided that assertion as one "not based on any facts," adding that it was a "justification that was concocted more than a year after" Mr. Trump left the White House.



"It would be pure fiction," the prosecutors wrote, "to suggest that highly classified documents created by members of the intelligence community and military and presented to the president of the United States during his term in office were 'purely private.'"



At a hearing last month in Federal District Court in Fort Pierce, Fla., Judge Cannon herself 
expressed skepticism about Mr. Trump's assertion,
 saying it was most likely not enough to dismiss the case before it went to trial.



But then within days, she made a surprising move, ordering the former president's lawyers and Mr. Smith's prosecutors to send her proposed jury instructions suggesting she was open to embracing the very same defense.



Her order sought language from both sides meant to help jurors understand how the Presidential Records Act might affect the accusation that Mr. Trump had taken "unauthorized possession" of the documents he removed from the White House. For Mr. Trump to be found guilty under the Espionage Act, the central statute in his indictment, prosecutors will have to prove that the former president was not authorized to hold on to more than 30 highly sensitive documents after he left office.




Jack Smith, the special counsel, at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport in Arlington, Va., after returning from a hearing with Judge Aileen M. Cannon in Florida last month.




Judge Cannon's order for jury instructions was odd on its face because such issues are usually hashed out on the eve of trial, and she has not set a trial date yet.



It was even stranger because by appearing to adopt Mr. Trump's position on the Presidential Records Act, the judge seemed to be nudging any eventual jurors toward acquitting Mr. Trump or even leaving open the possibility that she herself could acquit the former president near the end of the proceeding by declaring that the government had failed to prove its case.



Hoping to forestall either situation, Mr. Smith's prosecutors told Judge Cannon in their filing on Tuesday that the Presidential Records Act had nothing to do with the case and that the entire notion of submitting jury instructions based on it rested on a "fundamentally flawed legal premise."



Instead, they asked her to decide the validity of the Presidential Records Act defense in a different way: by rejecting Mr. Trump's motion to dismiss the case based on the same argument. That motion has been sitting on her desk for almost six weeks.



The prosecutors want Judge Cannon to take that course of action, because any decision she makes on the motion to dismiss can be challenged in an appeals court. But if the case is allowed to reach the jury, any ruling she might make acquitting Mr. Trump cannot be appealed.



Almost from the moment she was assigned the case in June, Judge Cannon, who was appointed by Mr. Trump in his waning days in office, has handled the proceeding in an unorthodox manner.



She has put off making several legal and logistical decisions. And she has spent time at hearings entertaining a series of unusual arguments by Mr. Trump's lawyers that many federal judges would have rejected out of hand.



The legal gamesmanship she has encouraged over how to handle Mr. Trump's Presidential Records Act defense is all the more bizarre because the argument itself is legally dubious.



The act was put in place after the Watergate scandal not to permit presidents to unilaterally designate government documents -- let alone those containing sensitive state secrets -- as their own personal property, but precisely for the opposite reason: to ensure that most records from a president's time in office remain in the possession of the government.



Moreover, Mr. Trump's lawyers have never said he officially designated the documents in question as his own. Rather, they have claimed that the designation can be inferred from the fact that he took them from the White House to Mar-a-Lago, his private club and residence in Florida, rather than sending them, as the government says he should have, to the National Archives.




Mr. Smith is asking the judge to rule on Mr. Trump's argument that bringing the documents to Mar-a-Lago, his Florida estate and private club, meant they became his personal property. 




The prosecutors told Judge Cannon in their filing that they interviewed numerous high-ranking White House officials during their investigation -- including chiefs of staff, senior members of the White House Counsel's Office, a national security adviser and top members of the National Security Council -- and no one recalled Mr. Trump saying he had designated the records that ultimately wound up in the case as personal.



"To the contrary," the prosecutors wrote, "every witness who was asked this question had never heard such a thing."



The dispute about the Presidential Records Act is only one of the many questions that Judge Cannon has failed to resolve in the past few months. The delays could have a profound effect on the case: If it is pushed past the election and Mr. Trump wins, he could order his attorney general to simply dismiss the charges.



Judge Cannon has so far not issued a ruling on a 
request made in January by Mr. Trump's lawyers for additional discovery material
 about the prosecution's ties to the intelligence community and other national security officials. The lawyers want that information to bolster their claims that members of the so-called deep state conspired to bring the case against Mr. Trump in an effort to sink his political campaign.



The judge is also sitting on a nearly two-month-old request by Mr. Smith to permit redactions to be made to several of Mr. Trump's own filings 
to protect the identities of witnesses
 who might testify for the government at trial. And she is still considering a host of the former president's 
pretrial motions to the dismiss the case
.



Should they run out of patience altogether, prosecutors could at some point file a motion asking Judge Cannon to remove herself from the case. She would probably reject that effort, requiring the government to go over her head and make the same request to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit, which sits above her.



Typically, recusal motions require prosecutors to point to flawed decisions. And so far, Judge Cannon has largely avoided making decisions, complicating any effort to get rid of her.
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The M.T.A. Wants Marathon Runners to Pay Bridge Tolls, Too



The New York City Marathon is being asked to pay roughly $750,000 a year to make up for toll revenue lost while the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge is closed.




The Metropolitan Transportation Authority has said it will restrict marathon runners to either the upper or lower level of the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge if the organization that runs the race does not agree to some sort of payment.




By Dana Rubinstein


Apr 03, 2024


At the start of every New York City Marathon, runners fill the upper and lower tiers of the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge, an arresting sight that conveys the immensity of the event.



But that picture-postcard moment comes with a hidden price -- and now the Metropolitan Transportation Authority wants to collect it.



The M.T.A. has quietly demanded roughly $750,000 a year from the organization that runs the marathon, to make up for the toll revenue that the authority loses when it closes the Verrazzano -- North America's longest suspension bridge -- to vehicular traffic, according to interviews and memos reviewed by The New York Times.



The organization, the New York Road Runners, has yet to acquiesce, prompting the M.T.A. to play hardball. The authority initially threatened to restrict runners to the bridge's shadowy lower deck during the 26.2-mile race in November. But in recent weeks, the M.T.A. slightly relented and said the race could use the upper level if the Road Runners preferred it to the lower level.



Still, the authority said there was no way it would allow both decks to be used without a payment agreement in hand. The marathon has used both decks since 1988.



More than 50,000 runners are expected to participate in this November's marathon, from amateurs to professionals.



Should those runners be limited to only one level of the bridge, the Road Runners said the organization might have to reduce the number of people accepted into the race, or extend its duration, so that both local streets and the bridge remained closed longer and more participants had to run in the dark.



The dispute pits the M.T.A., whose finances have suffered a post-pandemic commuter decline, against an organization that derives the bulk of its fund-raising from the wildly popular bridge-dependent event -- and then uses those funds to support running activities for the rest of the year, many of them free.



The Road Runners is not the only group in the M.T.A.'s sights: In March, the authority also demanded reimbursement from Bike New York, a smaller organization that uses the bridge's lower deck on the last leg of its Five Boro Bike Tour.



The M.T.A. has told Bike New York that should it not consent, it will no longer be able to use the bridge, effectively rendering its event a four-borough bike tour, according to Bike New York officials.



"New Yorkers love Marathon Sunday, but taxpayers cannot be expected to subsidize a wealthy nongovernment organization like the New York Road Runners to the tune of $750,000," Catherine Sheridan, the president of M.T.A. Bridges and Tunnels, said in a statement.
 "
The M.T.A. is prepared to continue working toward a final agreement with the N.Y.R.R., provided it leads, over time, to full reimbursement for the lost revenue."



The authority did not provide a comment about Bike New York.



Rob Simmelkjaer, the chief executive of the Road Runners, pleaded his group's case in a February letter to Gov. Kathy Hochul, who effectively controls the M.T.A., warning that the start of the marathon was "now in danger."



Mr. Simmelkjaer pointed out that the marathon was a homegrown institution that draws more than one million spectators and provides substantial economic benefits to New York City.



He also highlighted a certain irony in the M.T.A.'s messaging. Even as the authority has insisted that the marathon is unacceptably costly, it has also praised the race for driving up subway ridership, which boosts the M.T.A.'s fare revenue.



The day after the marathon in November, both the governor and the M.T.A. put out a news release citing those higher ridership numbers: "Marathon runners and spectators alike took the subway to Sunday's race, accounting for 2,304,683 paid rides, the highest for a Sunday in almost four years," it read.



But the M.T.A. has been dismissive of the point.



The ridership on that marathon day "was eclipsed one week later by SantaCon," Ms. Sheridan wrote in a March 22 email to Mr. Simmelkjaer acquired by The Times. (SantaCon is the famously raucous bar crawl featuring revelers in Santa Claus outfits; it actually took place one month after the marathon.)



The Road Runners have indicated a willingness to negotiate, but have thus far resisted agreeing to pay everything the M.T.A. has sought.



Bike New York said its five-borough race was its principal moneymaker, and that it used the funds to offer free cycling lessons and train formerly incarcerated New Yorkers to become mechanics for the city's bike-share system.



In 2021, for the first time since 
the five-borough race began in 1977
, the M.T.A. required Bike New York to pay for personnel costs related to closing a portion of the bridge. Those costs have risen quickly, from $62,500 in 2021 to $88,000 in 2023. The payments for forgone toll revenue would come on top of that.



Bike New York said it might have to scale back its cycling lessons and training programs should the M.T.A. insist on the toll payments.



The Road Runners also began paying for personnel costs linked to closing the bridge in 2021. Last year, the group was charged $150,000, the organization said.



The M.T.A. has yet to delineate precisely how much Bike New York might owe in forgone toll revenue, according to the organization.



"It's nothing less than a money grab that will impact the thousands of New Yorkers we serve who are mostly from under-resourced communities," said Kenneth Podziba, the president and chief executive of Bike New York.



James Parrott, the director of economic and fiscal policy at the New School's Center for New York City Affairs, questioned the M.T.A.'s logic and timing. 



He said that events like the marathon were "part of what make New York, New York," adding that it was "very narrow-minded" for the M.T.A. to try to recover lost revenues. "The governor and the Legislature decided that the M.T.A. needs revenues, they made a big push to get congestion pricing in place and so on," Mr. Parrott said. "That's how M.T.A. revenues are decided, not by them trying to nickel-and-dime constituents in N.Y.C."



However, Danny Pearlstein, the policy and communications director at Riders Alliance, a transit advocacy group, said that the authority's stance made some sense, particularly regarding the marathon.



"The New York marathon, it's not a turkey trot, it's not a 5K," Mr. Pearlstein said. "It's more like an Olympics or a World Cup and it does have a significant impact on the city. And while it brings attention and excitement and revenue, in other ways it also is a moneymaker."



The tolls on the Verrazzano Bridge subsidize the subway and bus system, which is the main way New Yorkers of all stripes, including those of modest means, get around.



Road Runners "is charging $315 per entry to the marathon in 2024," Ms. Sheridan wrote in her March email to Mr. Simmelkjaer. "But the marathon sells out irrespective of the entry fee, and you could easily recover proper compensation to the M.T.A. through a slight fee increase, so I'm genuinely confused why you are insisting that less advantaged New Yorkers subsidize the N.Y.R.R. and marathon runners."



Mr. Parrott was unconvinced.



"They haven't yet turned on congestion pricing and they're not doing anything to generate good will among other New Yorkers when they behave like that," he said, referring to the M.T.A. "That's not the way to solve their revenue problems.'




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/nyregion/marathon-tolls-mta.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Kristen Wiig and Maya Rudolph Just Want You to Like Them



Good friends and "Saturday Night Live" alumnae, the actresses are each headlining an Apple TV+ comedy of wealth and status.




Maya Rudolph, left, and Kristen Wiig have wound in and out of each other's lives and careers for decades. Now they are both leading comedies of wealth and status on Apple TV+.




By Alexis Soloski


Apr 03, 2024


Sometimes 
Maya Rudolph
 will watch a movie and marvel at how miserable an actor looks. "They're covered in fake blood and broken glass, and they're crying the whole time," she said. "I don't know how people do that for work! That looks so hard and stressful."



"And how do you get all of that glass off your skin?" her friend and former colleague 
Kristen Wiig
 said.



"Listen," Rudolph said, "glass seems tough."



This was on an afternoon in late March, and Wiig and Rudolph, who specialize in lighter, glass-free fare, were perched high over New York in the penthouse suite of a luxury hotel with a zillion-dollar view -- rooftops, rivers, the Statue of Liberty in the distance. They were dressed in natural fabrics and neutrals, a far and elegant cry from the demented spandex and polyester they so often wore during their years on 
"Saturday Night Live."



Acquaintances since their early days in the comedy scene (they met at a bridal shower hosted by Melissa McCarthy), they were both members of the famed comedy troupe the Groundlings before they found their separate ways up the 30 Rock elevator to "S.N.L." And they have wound in and out of each other's lives and careers ever since: as co-stars in 
"Bridesmaids"
 (Wiig was also a writer of the movie); 
popping back into "S.N.L."
 together; 
jointly presenting an Oscar
. Now they are both leading Apple TV+ shows, each a comedy of wealth and status.



In 
"Palm Royale,"
 which premiered on March 20, Wiig stars as Maxine, a frenzied social climber in 1960s Palm Beach. In 
"Loot,"
 which returns for its second season on Wednesday, Rudolph plays Molly, a divorcee with a multibillion dollar settlement.



During a brisk chat, they discussed laughter, likability and what "Bridesmaids" taught the world. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.



How did you each end up at "S.N.L."?



KRISTEN WIIG 
Both of us through the Groundlings at different times. I started at "S.N.L." in 2005.



MAYA RUDOLPH 
I know, because that's when I had Pearl [Rudolph's first child]. I remember seeing you, and I was like, Who's that? My thought was, I want to go have fun with her! I said the words, "I want to go back and play with her."



During your "S.N.L." years, were there particular kinds of characters that you gravitated toward?



RUDOLPH
 I always wanted to be the wife or the girlfriend, but I never was. I was the wacky neighbor.



Maybe I'm thinking of your impressions, but I remember you playing high-status types, the Beyonces, the Oprahs. And Kristen, I recall you playing a lot of lunatic outsiders.



WIIG 
Yeah. I don't know what that says about me, but it was fun to play the person you don't really want at the dinner party, the person you stare at.




Wiig and Rudolph overlapped on "Saturday Night Live" in the mid-2000s. (With Peyton Manning, center.)




What made you decide to leave?



RUDOLPH 
I thought motherhood was me leaving, and then I couldn't leave. I would watch the show from home and my friends were on it, and I would be very upset. I felt like I died and was watching my life. I wasn't ready to leave when I left. I kind of left twice, I said goodbye, and I was like, Oh, I'm back for one more.



WIIG 
I knew when it was time to leave. That place thrives on you not totally knowing your place. I always said the moment I feel totally comfortable, here's the moment I have to go.



Once you left, did you have any anxiety about what your career would look like after?



RUDOLPH 
It was less about what it was going to look like and more about, this was all I've ever wanted. So now what? But I was always going to be an actor that did everything. I was surprised when people said, like, "Wow, I didn't know you wanted to do drama." I was like, Oh, you didn't know I was human and experienced human emotions?



WIIG 
I wouldn't say I worried. That's not because there was any confidence there. I just went day by day. Because so much of your career, what you're asked to do, is out of your hands. So it was like, I can't freak out about this. I have no control.



RUDOLPH 
Were you still at "S.N.L." when we did "Bridesmaids"?



WIIG 
Yeah, that was my sixth year.



Remember the discourse around that movie? Remember people seeming so surprised that women were funny?



RUDOLPH 
Wasn't that delightful?



WIIG 
Some people even went so far as to say that it worked because we were women acting like men, but we weren't acting like men. Women swear, women get drunk.



RUDOLPH
 Do you think we taught people that women can poop?



WIIG 
I hope so.




Rudolph and Wiig also starred together in "Bridesmaids," which Wiig helped write. (With Ellie Kemper.)




So how did these Apple TV+ series happen?



WIIG 
"Palm Royale" came to me initially through Laura Dern, who had been creating it for years. She said, "Do you want to look at this thing?"



How do you refuse Laura Dern?



WIIG and RUDOLPH
 (simultaneously) You don't.



RUDOLPH 
Alan Yang and Matt Hubbard, they'd developed a show for me and Fred Armisen called 
"Forever."
 We really liked working together, but we only did that for one season. Then they came to me with this idea, a woman who just became divorced from a billionaire.



Tell me about Molly.



RUDOLPH 
I never knew what kind of lady she was before. She was probably a nice girl, maybe from the Bay Area. She met her husband in college and he developed this crazy business and became a billionaire, and she never really asked herself who she wanted to be and what kind of life she wanted. So she's just learning to answer those questions. But I like her. I try to make her out of touch in a fun way. Molly has to have a little heart. She needs to be nice to people.



WIIG 
Because the audience has to be on her side. And root for her.



RUDOLPH 
I hate being a [expletive], character-wise. I just can't do it. Unless it's funny. Molly's always striving to do the right thing. I like that the show has a moral conscience.




In "Loot," Rudolph plays a woman adjusting to a new life after getting divorced from a billionaire. (With Joel Kim Booster.)




Maxine has neither wealth nor status.



WIIG 
She doesn't, and she doesn't know who she is. Maxine is not from money. She has striven to be in high society since she was a kid. You can tell she's not an evil person, but her want is her main goal. We both play characters that on paper are like, No, thank you. But you need to have the audience like you. Otherwise they're not going to care about the show. That's something we both learned with even comedic stuff. It can be joke, joke, joke, but unless you care about the person, it's not going to be funny.



RUDOLPH 
At "S.N.L.," early on, I wrote a character based on my friend's really annoying girlfriend, and I just found it painful to do. I realized, Oh, I actually have to be invested.



How far can you go and still maintain that likability?



RUDOLPH
 It's hard. I have to go big. I always have to be reminded that there could be levels.



WIIG 
But you're so good at subtle, even sad.



RUDOLPH 
Hey, thanks! I know that I have that in myself, but it's nice when people see those levels of emotion. Something small, something quiet.



These are ensemble-driven series, but how does it feel to be first on the call sheet?



WIIG 
Honestly, that number is just a number. Because I'm in a show with Carol Burnett.



RUDOLPH
 I have younger people in my cast. I forget that I'm like the tribe elder. I feel like, Oh, honey, no, it's just me. It still surprises me that I've been doing this for a while. I don't love that so many young people don't get pop culture references that are integral to my being. I find that strange.



WIIG
 Yeah, I made a "Three's Company" joke the other day.




In "Palm Royale," Wiig stars as a striver with high-society aspirations. (With Ricky Martin.)




Are there more opportunities now for women over 35, beyond just playing the mom with the laundry basket?



RUDOLPH 
I don't know, because I never fell into that category. Nobody ever saw me as that. I mean, I have a laundry basket at home.



WIIG 
And you carry it so well. As far as roles, on paper there are more, because there are so many streamers. But the ratio is still off. I will always believe that there aren't enough roles for women who are older. I'd like to say it's changing, but I don't think it's where it should be.



RUDOLPH
 Oh yeah, I don't believe it'll ever be where it should be. But I definitely don't feel stifled.



Will you work together again?



WIIG 
God, I hope so.



RUDOLPH
 It's such a luxury. It's the most fun. And it's the thing that you can't fabricate. The chemistry between people that are friends, that make each other laugh -- it's an indefinable, yummy thing.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/arts/television/kristen-wiig-maya-rudolph-palm-royale-loot.html
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critic's notebook



When Latin America Became the Seat of Modernity



A new MoMA exhibition looks at design from six countries, spanning 1940 to 1980. Some beautiful chairs tell the tale.








By Michael Kimmelman
Photographs by Clement Pascal


Apr 03, 2024


Lina Bo Bardi, the great Italian-Brazilian architect, liked to say we all invent architecture just by climbing a stair, crossing a room, opening a door or sitting down in a chair. All of "these little gestures," she said, along with the objects they involve, are richly endowed with meaning and memory.



Design is life. Life is design. We are its designers.



Bo Bardi, of course, was hardly alone in thinking this way, as "Crafting Modernity," a new 
exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art
, makes plain.



The show is a gem. It focuses on domestic design from six countries (Colombia, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Chile and Venezuela), produced between 1940 and 1980. Latin America had entered a period of transformation, industrial expansion and creativity. Across the region, design was becoming institutionalized as a profession, opening up new avenues, especially for women.



Modernism was the aesthetic throughline.



It fueled a push for national identity, improved conditions for the working poor and enabled a marriage of native crafts and mass production. It became a means of celebrating the region's ecological diversity.



And yes, it also provided fresh excuses to design, say, an airy, low-slung chaise in which to snooze briefly under the tropical sun, next to the cool earth.



I can't recall the last time I coveted so many beautiful chairs. The ones here run the gamut with their industrial refinement, fetishistic hand-tooling, local woods and fabrics, and suave, often witty, whisperingly delicate lines and silhouettes. The photographs give you some idea. But see the show, if you can. It's open through Sept. 22.



During the later decades of the last century, economic free-fall and repression crippled much of the region, some of it instigated by the C.I.A., with trade agreements like NAFTA decimating many small, rural businesses, then globalization wreaking further havoc. A knowledge of what's to come adds a layer of melancholy to the work on view.




The show features films of interiors and some of the objects shown in them. 




Ana Elena Mallet and Amanda Forment, who curated "Crafting Modernity," call it a first stab at making up for lost time. They've gathered photographs and black-and-white films of signature houses, along with designs by tent-pole figures like Bo Bardi, Oscar Niemeyer, Roberto Burle Marx, Gego (a spectacular black, brown and white carpet) and Roberto Matta (his groovy green foam-rubber puzzle-piece chairs).



The show also highlights designers who don't ring as many bells here, among them Clara Porset, Gui Bonsiepe, Martin Eisler, Amancio Williams, Ricardo Blanco, Cristian Valdes, Olga de Amaral, Jose Zanine Caldas. The list goes on.



Zanine Caldas, for example, was a self-taught Brazilian artist, architect and model maker who switched gears and became an environmentalist and missionary for native craft traditions.



He is represented by an extraordinary object, a kind of lumberjack's love seat, carved from a salvaged tree trunk, whose facing chairs encourage conversation and maybe a little canoodling.




A television and radio from the 1970s by Roberto Napoli are among the objects in the show.




Bonsiepe was a European transplant, like Bo Bardi, Eisler and Gego, who spent much of his career in Latin America. Collaboration is a leitmotif in "Crafting Modernity," reflecting a wave of collectivist idealism that swept across the region during the midcentury. In the early 1970s, Bonsiepe oversaw a collaborative of Chilean and German designers, assigned by Salvador Allende, Chile's newly elected socialist president, with the task of reshaping the nation's material culture along socialist principles.



Among other things, they produced a chair for kindergartners: Creamsicle orange, with its teensy right-angled seat wedged between two triangular legs. The chair became a symbol of progress and hope. So, the whole design project was ended abruptly in 1973, when a military junta took over Chile in a 
bloody C.I.A.-backed coup
.



As for Porset, MoMA uses her chaise from the 1950s -- a 
butaque
, it's called -- to advertise the show, and no wonder.




A chair from the 1960s by Alberto Churba of Argentina.




Butaques derive from "duhos": ritual hardwood chairs, for communing with deities, dating back to pre-Columbian times. When conquistadors arrived, they brought their own chairs. In time, cultures merged, producing the butaque.



Porset's version -- conceived, as Mallet points out, at a "pivotal moment in Mexican history when discussions surrounding the definition of Mexican identity were paramount" -- uses laminated wood and woven wicker, distilling all that earlier history into a modernist classic as suave and streamlined as a racing car.



I mentioned lost time earlier. This is MoMA's most significant engagement with modern Latin American design since "
Organic Design in Home Furnishings
," in 1941, which began as a pair of competitions, one open to U.S. designers, the other to Latin Americans, who were encouraged to emphasize local materials and methods. Porset and her husband and collaborator, the Mexican muralist Xavier Guerrero, were among the winners of the Latin American competition (MoMA only credited Guerrero).



Born near the turn of the last century into affluence in Cuba, Porset studied with Anni and Josef Albers at 
Black Mountain College
 in North Carolina, indoctrinating herself in the Bauhaus. In New York, she joined up with members of Cuba's revolutionary junta, then headquartered in the city. Her leftist politics landed her in hot water with Cuba's autocrats.



So she relocated to Mexico, entering a 
community of designers and artists
 that included Guerrero, all of them dreaming about post-revolutionary society.




Clara Porset's "Totonaca Chair" is also seen in an image of a living room.




Guerrero shared with Porset a deep respect for regional crafts. Their entry into "Organic Design" consisted of an ensemble of pinewood and fabric tables and chairs -- "rural furniture," they called it -- which paid homage to objects they had come across visiting homes in Mexican villages.



Those chairs and tables no longer exist, but the drawings for them are in "Crafting Modernity," which picks up where "Organic Design" left off. Craft and industry can and should work harmoniously -- organically -- was Porset's message, an idea that, like Porset, links the MoMA shows across eight decades.



"In everything there is design," is how she put it, "in a cloud, in a fingerprint, on the sand or in the sea, set in motion by the wind."



As I said, Bo Bardi certainly wasn't alone in her thinking. She's represented here by her Bowl chair from the 1950s, its plastic-and-foam-rubber frame nesting on a slender, ringed steel base that allows the bowl to tilt and swivel.



The bowl's hemisphere can summon to mind the 18th-century French architect Etienne-Louis Boullee's famous unbuilt monument to Newton, a textbook example of Enlightenment idealism.



It also sort of resembles a jumbo sized sex toy.



The blend of idealism and hedonism gestures toward one last aspect of the exhibition -- its lightness of spirit -- which is captured as well in a photograph of the Bowl chair from the cover of Interiors magazine in 1953, reprinted on the show's object label.



The bowl tilts upward in the picture. A woman reclines inside it, as if soaking in a tiny tub. It is Bo Bardi.



Her head turns from the camera, her legs are crossed, her feet dangle oh-so-casually over the edge.



Design is life.



Life is full.
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Disney Fends Off Activist Investor for Second Time in 2 Years



Nelson Peltz had campaigned for two seats on Disney's board of directors, as he sought to shake up the company's growth plan.




With his victory on Wednesday, Disney's Robert A. Iger cemented his status as one of the world's most formidable chief executives. 




By Brooks Barnes


Apr 03, 2024


The activist investor 
Nelson Peltz
 and Ike Perlmutter, the former chairman of Marvel Entertainment, have failed to infiltrate Disney's board for the second time in two years, losing a tensely fought contest for support of the company's shareholders as part of a campaign to alter its direction.



The Walt Disney Company said on Wednesday that shareholders had voted to elect its entire slate of board nominees by a "substantial" margin -- thus rejecting a demand by Mr. Peltz's hedge fund, Trian Partners, for two seats and endorsing a growth plan that the company's chief executive, Robert A. Iger, has laid out.



Trian controls about $3.5 billion in Disney stock, a vast majority of which is owned by Mr. Perlmutter. He and Mr. Peltz, both 81, had also tried to shake up the Disney board last year, 
abandoning
 the effort after Mr. Iger unveiled a 
sweeping turnaround plan
.



"With the distracting proxy contest now behind us, we're eager to focus 100 percent of our attention on our most important priorities: growth and value creation for our shareholders and creative excellence for our consumers," Mr. Iger said.



Mr. Peltz received 31 percent of the vote from shareholders who thought he should join the company's board, according to a preliminary count. In a statement, Trian said that it was "disappointed" with the outcome but that it was "proud of the impact we have had in refocusing this company on value creation and good governance."



Disney shares dropped 3 percent on Wednesday.



The latest Disney-Trian contest devolved into one of the largest, priciest and nastiest in history. Trian spent about $25 million on its offensive, while Disney priced its defense at up to $40 million, according to securities filings. Both sides 
inundated investors
 with political-style campaign materials, including mailings, emails, social media ads, videos and phone calls.



Trian harshly criticized Disney's streaming strategy, lagging stock price and succession planning. Disney denounced Trian as "disruptive and destructive" and portrayed Mr. Perlmutter as being driven by revenge.



Mr. Perlmutter 
sold Marvel to Disney
 in 2009 for $4 billion and joined the company's leadership team. In 2012, Disney negotiated settlements with 
three Black consumer products executives
 who accused Mr. Perlmutter of mistreatment. In 2016, Mr. Perlmutter sought to fire Kevin Feige, Marvel's movie chairman, for spending too much ($250 million) to make "Captain America: Civil War," which sold $1.2 billion in tickets. Mr. Iger overruled him. Mr. Perlmutter also resisted making inclusion-oriented movies like "Black Panther," which collected $1.4 billion.



Mr. Iger finally 
ousted him
 last year.




Nelson Peltz's Trian Partners harshly criticized Disney's streaming strategy, lagging stock price and succession planning.




By winning the support of shareholders on Wednesday, Mr. Iger can push forward with his growth plan for Disney -- one that includes overhauling ESPN for the 
streaming era
, spending $60 billion on new theme park attractions and cruise ships and finding a new generation of hit movies.



But the victory did not leave Mr. Iger, 73, without bruises.



At first, he seemed poised to easily win. Prominent Disney investors like George Lucas and Laurene Powell Jobs publicly offered support. Disney family members, including Abigail E. Disney, 
blasted Mr. Peltz and his associates
 as "wolves in sheep's clothing." Analysts (Guggenheim, Macquarie) and shareholder advisory firms (Glass Lewis, ValueEdge) threw cold water on Trian's campaign.



It became a much closer contest after ISS, an influential shareholder advisory firm, 
partly sided with
 Trian. Mr. Peltz also 
won the backing of Egan-Jones
, another advisory; it faulted Disney for unnecessarily veering into what it called "the killing fields of the culture wars," a reference to 
Disney's blowup with Gov. Ron DeSantis
 of Florida over an education law that opponents labeled "Don't Say Gay."



One large investor that backed Mr. Peltz, the California Public Employees' Retirement System, or CalPERS, which owns about 6.6 million Disney shares, said the company would benefit from "fresh eyes." It added that Mr. Peltz was "capable of leading needed change in corporate governance."



In the end, Disney's two biggest shareholders, Vanguard and BlackRock, which own a combined 12 percent of the company's shares, ignored ISS and voted for Mr. Iger's slate of directors. Mr. Iger also won crucial backing from small-fry investors: An 
unusually large amount
 of Disney shares (up to 40 percent) are held by individuals, many of them fans of the company's movies and theme parks. (On average among public companies, individuals own closer to 15 percent of the shares.)



Roughly 75 percent of individual shareholders voted to elect the Disney slate, according to the preliminary tally.



Mr. Iger 
returned to run the company
 in 2022 -- two years after he had retired -- when the Disney board fired his hand-selected successor, 
Bob Chapek
. During his earlier, 15-year stint, Mr. Iger delayed his retirement four times and seemed reluctant to leave when he did.



Ever since his return, Mr. Iger has encountered a seemingly nonstop array of challenges: repeated attacks by activist investors, sparring with Mr. DeSantis over control of government services at Disney World in Florida, two union strikes that shut down Hollywood for six months, the collapse of Walt Disney Animation films at the box office and even rebukes voiced and written by Elon Musk.



Should Disney sell ABC? How does ESPN navigate a transition to full-bore streaming? Who will take over as chief executive when Mr. Iger retires again?



Some of those questions remain.



"Regardless of the outcome of today's vote, Trian will be watching the company's performance," Mr. Peltz said at the meeting before the results of the vote were announced. "Trian still has continuing concerns about the current strategy," he said. "All we want is for Disney to get back to making great content and delighting consumers -- and for Disney to create sustainable long-term value for all of the shareholders."



In other news from Disney's shareholder meeting, the company said investors had also voted against giving Blackwells Capital, a smaller activist hedge fund, seats on the board; it had campaigned for three.



"The company would have benefited from any one of our candidates for the hard work needed over the next few years to advance this iconic company, but we respect the will of the shareholders and the outcome," Blackwells said in a statement.



Lauren Hirsch
 contributed reporting from New York.
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analysis



Poor Nations Are Writing a New Handbook for Getting Rich



Economies focused on exports have lifted millions out of poverty, but epochal changes in trade, supply chains and technology are making it a lot harder.




Garment factory workers after their shift in Dhaka, Bangladesh. The country built its success on turning farmers into textile workers.




By Patricia Cohen


Apr 02, 2024


For more than half a century, the handbook for how developing countries can grow rich hasn't changed much: Move subsistence farmers into manufacturing jobs, and then sell what they produce to the rest of the world.



The recipe -- customized in varying ways by Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan and China -- has produced the most potent engine the world has ever known for generating economic growth. It has helped lift hundreds of millions of people out of poverty, create jobs and raise standards of living.



The 
Asian Tigers
 and China succeeded by combining vast pools of cheap labor with access to international know-how and financing, and buyers that reached from Kalamazoo to Kuala Lumpur. Governments provided the scaffolding: They built up roads and schools, offered business-friendly rules and incentives, developed capable administrative institutions and nurtured incipient industries.



But technology is advancing, supply chains are shifting, and political tensions are reshaping trade patterns. And with that, doubts are growing about whether industrialization can still deliver the miracle growth it once did. For developing countries, which contain 85 percent of the globe's population -- 6.8 billion people -- the implications are profound.



Today, manufacturing accounts for a 
smaller share
 of the world's output, and 
China already does more than a third of it
. At the same time, more emerging countries are selling inexpensive goods abroad, increasing competition. There are not as many gains to be squeezed out: Not everyone can be a net exporter or offer the world's lowest wages and overhead.




Robotics at a car factory in China. Today, manufacturing accounts for a smaller share of the world's output, and China already does more than a third of it. 




There are doubts that industrialization can create the game-changing benefits it did in the past. Factories today tend to rely more on automated technology and less on cheapworkers who have little training.



"You cannot generate enough jobs for the vast majority of workers who are not very educated," said Dani Rodrik, a leading development economist at Harvard.



The process can be seen in Bangladesh, which the World Bank's managing director 
called
 "one of the world's greatest development stories" last year. The country built its success on turning farmers into textile workers.



Last year, though, Rubana Huq, chair of Mohammadi Group, a family-owned conglomerate, replaced 3,000 employees with automated jacquard machines to do complex weaving patterns.



The women found similar jobs elsewhere in the company. "But what follows when this happens on a large scale?" asked Ms. Huq, who is also president of the 
Bangladesh
 Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association.



These workers don't have training, she said. "They're not going to turn into coders overnight."



Recent global developments have accelerated the transition.




A garment factory in Bangladesh. The country is facing challenges with automation, which is affecting employment opportunities.




Supply chain meltdowns related to the Covid-19 pandemic and to sanctions prompted by Russia's invasion of Ukraine drove up the price of essentials like food and fuel, biting into incomes. High interest rates, imposed by central banks to quell inflation, set off another series of crises: 
Developing nations' debts ballooned
, and investment capital dried up.



Last week, the International Monetary Fund 
warned
 of the noxious combination of lower growth and higher debt.



The supercharged globalization that had encouraged companies to buy and sell in every spot around the planet has also been shifting. Rising political tensions, especially between China and the United States, are affecting where businesses and governments invest and trade.



Companies want supply chains to be secure as well as cheap, and they are looking at neighbors or political allies to provide them.



In this new era, Mr. Rodrik said, "the industrialization model -- which practically every country that has become rich has relied on -- is no longer capable of generating rapid and sustained economic growth."



Nor is it clear what might replace it.




A Siemens global capability center in Bengaluru, formerly known as Bangalore, a high-tech center in India.




There's a future in service jobs.



One alternative might be found in Bengaluru, a high-tech center in the Indian state of Karnataka.



Multinationals like Goldman Sachs, Victoria's Secret and the Economist magazine have flocked to the city and set up hundreds of operational hubs -- known as global capability centers -- to handle accounting, design products, develop cybersecurity systems and artificial intelligence, and more.



Such centers are expected to generate 500,000 jobs nationwide in the next two to three years, according to the consulting firm 
Deloitte
.



They are joining hundreds of biotech, engineering and information technology companies including homegrown giants like Tata Consultancy Services, Wipro and Infosys Limited. Four months ago, the American chip company AMD unveiled its largest global design center there.



"We have to move away from the idea of classic development stages, that you go from the farm to the factory and then from the factory to offices," said 
Richard Baldwin
, an 
economist
 at the International Institute for Management Development in Geneva. "That whole development model is wrong."



Two-thirds of the world's output now comes from the service sector -- a mishmash that includes dog walkers, manicurists, food preparers, cleaners and drivers, as well as highly trained chip designers, graphic artists, nurses, engineers and accountants.



It is possible to 
leapfrog
 to the service sector and grow by selling to businesses around the world, Mr. Baldwin argued. That is what helped 
India become the world's fifth-largest economy
.




A commercial area in Bengaluru. The country provides a potential model for growth in the service sector.




In Bengaluru, formerly known as Bangalore, a general rise in middle-class living attracted more people and more businesses that, in turn, attracted more people and businesses, continuing the cycle, Mr. Baldwin explained.



Covid sped this transition, by forcing people to work remotely -- from a different part of town, a different city or a different country.



In the new model, countries can focus growth around cities rather than a particular industry. "That creates economic activities which are fairly diverse," Mr. Baldwin said.



"Think Bangalore, not South China," he said.



Free markets are not enough.



Many developing nations remain focused on building export-oriented industries as the path to prosperity. And that's how it should be, said 
Justin Yifu Lin
, dean of the Institute of New Structural Economics at Peking University.



Pessimism about the classic development formula, he said, has been fueled by a misguided belief that the growth process was automatic: Just clear the way for the free market and the rest will take care of itself.



Countries were often pressured by the United States and the international institutions to 
embrace open markets
 and hands-off governance.



Export-led growth in Africa and Latin America stumbled because governments failed to protect and subsidize infant industries, said Mr. Lin, a former chief economist at the World Bank.



"Industrial policy was taboo for a long time," he said, and many of those who tried failed. But there were also success stories like China and South Korea.



"You need the state to help the private sector overcome market failures," he said. "You cannot do it without industrial policy. "




Wagyu-Angus bull-calves that will become an export for Uruguay. Export-led growth in Africa and Latin America stumbled because governments failed to protect and subsidize infant industries, a former chief economist at the World Bank said.




It won't work without education.



The overriding question is whether anything -- services or manufacturing -- can generate the type of growth that is desperately needed: broad based, large scale and sustainable.



Service jobs for businesses are multiplying, but many offering middle and high incomes are in areas like finance and tech, which tend to require advanced skills and education levels far above what most people in developing nations have.



In India, nearly half of college graduates don't have the skills they need for these jobs, according to 
Wheebox
, an educational testing service.



The mismatch is everywhere. The 
Future of Jobs report
, published last year by the World Economic Forum, found that six in 10 workers will need retraining in the next three years, but the overwhelming majority won't have access to it.



Other kinds of service jobs are proliferating, too, but many are neither well paid nor exportable. A barber in Bengaluru can't cut your hair if you're in Brooklyn.



That could mean smaller -- and more uneven -- growth.



Researchers
 at Yale University found that in India and several countries in sub-Saharan Africa, agricultural workers jumped into consumer service jobs and raised their productivity and incomes.




Workers heading out to cultivate their harvest in Nigeria. In India and several countries in sub-Saharan Africa, agricultural workers jumped into consumer service jobs and raised their productivity and incomes.




But there was a catch: The gains were "strikingly unequal" and 
disproportionately benefited the rich
.



With a weakening 
global economy
, developing countries will need to wring every bit of growth they can from every corner of their economies. Industrial policy is essential, Mr. Rodrik of Harvard said, but it should focus on smaller service firms and households because that is going to be the source of most future growth.



He and others caution that even so, gains are likely to be modest and hard won.



"The envelope has shrunk," he said. "How much growth we can get is definitely less than in the past."
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Close your eyes and imagine a stereotypical hiker. Do the words "rugged" and "built Ford tough" come to mind? Are they wearing khaki shorts? Is a tube attached to a CamelBak hanging from their mouth?



Whatever you imagined, that hiker is probably using the app 
AllTrails
. In fact, just about everyone is. Even people who don't know what a CamelBak is or who have no idea what the term "out-and-back" means. In the world of AllTrails, a hiker of any skill level is still a hiker.



Many of them find the app in the same way.



"Just through Googling, how to get into hiking, AllTrails would just come up a lot," said Jessica Wood, who co-owns 
French Custard
, an ice cream shop in Kansas City, Mo. "It's a free app, so we were like, 'We'll download it and see what happens.' We never deleted it."




In the world of AllTrails, a hiker of any skill level is still a hiker.




This is, of course, by design. What began in 2010 as an idea backed by a seed accelerator -- Silicon Valley speak for an incubator program -- quickly became a juggernaut that gobbled up many of its competitors. Three years later, AllTrails had 
raised
 nearly $4.5 million in funding. In 2018, previous funding rounds were 
eclipsed
 when the company raised $75 million.



Like so many pandemic-proof businesses, though, the app, which has details on hundreds of thousands of hiking trails all around the world, saw its star truly rise in the wake of Covid.



"Even prepandemic, we were still seeing really high rates of growth," said Ron Schneidermann, who took over as chief executive of AllTrails in 2019. (The company's founder, Russell Cook, departed in 2018.) "But during 2020, we suddenly saw triple-digit growth when there were lockdowns. There was nothing else to do."



Ms. Wood, who described herself as "a brand-new hiker who had zero experience," used AllTrails "almost every single day" in the summer of 2022 while she and her husband Alex waited out business permitting headaches.



"It really just made it feel like we had a professional hiker telling us how to hike," she said, referring to the frequently updated trail reviews other users leave with details about a trail's condition or whether it's a safe place to bring animals or children.



"I would say my toxic trait is that I am a very avid reader of the reviews," said Eva Jee, a food writer and restaurant professional in Denver. "If I'm planning a big hike, especially if it's one where we're going overnight in an area that I don't know or a trail that I haven't hiked before, I'll scroll down, and I'll read the last couple of weeks of trail reports."



Ms. Jee, 41, says she will often use these reviews to determine what shoes to wear, whether a trail is well-shaded enough to forgo a hat, and what time of year is best to see the aspen trees change color or to take in the wildflower blooms.



"You can glean so much information," she said.




AllTrails has maps for thousands of trails in the United States and around the world. With an AllTrails+ subscription, hikers can save the maps for offline use.




Gabby Rumney, a 28-year-old project coordinator for the National Grocers Association Foundation in Philadelphia, said she turned to the app before and after hiking all 2,193.1 miles of the Appalachian Trail in 2021. ("That 0.1 really counts," she added.)



"It was a good introduction to understanding trails and reading maps and understanding difference in terrain," Ms. Rumney said.



And though she prefers the app 
FarOut
 for more challenging through-hikes like the Appalachian Trail or the Pacific Crest Trail, she said AllTrails is far more accessible to a wider range of hikers.



"I think with hiking there's often this connotation that, 'Oh, you have to be physically fit and have all this expensive gear,'" Ms. Rumney said. "Part of that is true because it makes things easier. But at the same time, you're walking, and unless you have a disability that should be accessible to us all."



At AllTrails corporate headquarters in San Francisco, the word "accessibility" comes up often. "A lot of people were coming to us or were interested in the outdoors, but they didn't think of themselves as an outdoorsy person," said Carly Smith, who joined the company in 2021 as its chief marketing officer.




Jonelle Ahiligwo, Hayley Voland, Taylor Camille, Taylor Camille, Naj Austin and Van Newman were among the Hike Clerb group that went hiking in Will Rogers State Historic Park.




Ms. Smith arrived in the wake of two major milestones at AllTrails: In January 2021, the company reached one million paid subscriptions to AllTrails+, which allows users to download maps for offline access, among other features. (Trail maps and basic aspects of the app's search function remain completely free.) And in November of that year, AllTrails announced that it has secured 
$150 million
 in additional funding.



Under Ms. Smith's supervision, AllTrails has become sleeker, more lifestyle-y. Where hikers were once offered the chance to "
find your next favorite trail
," they're now invited to "find your outdoors." In the app, users can see their stats for the year and track the time it took them to complete a hike using an interface that's not so different from fitness apps like Peloton or Strava.



Now redesigned to appeal as much to your Gen Z cousin as to your crunchiest, outdoorsy uncle, AllTrails was named Apple's 2023 
app of the year
 for nurturing "community through comprehensive trail guides and outdoor exploration for everyone."



"In software development, there's not a lot of awards ceremonies," Mr. Schneidermann said. "This feels like our Pulitzer Prize."



And like any 21st century company, AllTrails has doubled down on expanding its network of brand ambassadors and influencers. During Black History Month, for instance, the company unveiled 
a clothing and accessory collaboration
 with three Black artists in support of the nonprofit 
Vibe Tribes Adventures
. In March, AllTrails 
highlighted products
 from six women-led brands.



Evelynn Escobar, the founder of the nonprofit 
Hike Clerb
, said she had recently been in contact with AllTrails for a potential partnership. Though she doesn't credit AllTrails with introducing her to the pleasures of hiking -- that honor belongs to an aunt who took her hiking in and around L.A. as a child -- the app is "at the core of my outdoor lifestyle," she said. "I build my hikes off what I'm finding on there."



Accordingly, Mrs. Escobar provided each member of Hike Clerb's inaugural class of hiking guides with an AllTrails+ subscription, so they can better plan their hikes, which cater predominantly to "Black, brown and Indigenous women, and gender-expansive people."




Evelynn Escobar, the founder of Hike Clerb, first began hiking while visiting her aunt in Los Angeles. She said AllTrails is "at the core of my outdoor lifestyle."




"The outdoors are still such a homogeneous space," Mrs. Escobar said, citing her first trips to Zion National Park and the Grand Canyon. "I noticed that in these literal hubs of outdoor recreation, it's still nothing but white people out here." 



But if AllTrails has its way, the national parks system could soon be filled with its younger and more diverse user base. In March, the company unveiled its 
Public Lands Program
, a partnership with land managers at 270 parks across the U.S. that allows them to access real-time data about trail activity and also to send out real-time alerts about trail conditions to AllTrails users. Participation in the program is free of charge.



According to AllTrails, a 2023 pilot test with Olympic National Park in Washington resulted in a 66 percent decrease in search and rescue incidents on two of the park's most popular trails and a 62 percent decrease in such operations across all the park's trails compared with the previous year.



Directly connecting park rangers to users might also help avoid negative press, such as an incident last fall when SFGate 
reported
 that AllTrails was giving users directions to a treacherous tourist attraction on the Hawaiian island of Kauai that had been closed for more than a month. In response, the company encouraged users to "help us maintain accurate and up-to-date trail information by suggesting edits or leaving reviews."



AllTrails relies on users not only for edits and warnings, but also for advice on adding trails. The company's "data integrity" team researches and then approves or rejects the suggestion. "We're going to run everything through a whole layer of machine learning, computer vision, validation first, and then it goes through a whole level of human curation before anything," said Mr. Schneidermann, though he readily admitted that the outdoors are, by their nature, prone to change.




Hiking, and hiking apps, exploded in popularity in the early days of the pandemic.




 "Once a trail goes live on our site that doesn't mean that it's static, that it's just going to be that way forever," he added.



Just like the trails themselves, hiking habits can change over time. Some think that involves eventually moving away from AllTrails -- and venturing out on your own.



"If I were in the shoes of someone whose beginner hiking experiences were through AllTrails, I would say that it's absolutely worth trying to wean off," said Ryan Tripp, a 21-year-old environmental engineering student at Dartmouth College who grew up hiking near his home in Oakland, Calif., and has led his own hiking trips.



"I wouldn't necessarily say turn off your phone, turn off everything and just go into the woods," he continued, "but I think a progressive shift away has the potential to be really rewarding and to expose people to what I think are the benefits of being outside," like the feelings of self-sufficiency and independence.



"Technology will continue to creep into the outdoors," Mr. Tripp said, citing the 
ongoing debates
 over whether cellphone service and infrastructure should be expanded in national parks.



But Mr. Schneidermann insists that AllTrails is strictly on the side of the outdoors, even if users are looking at their phones rather than weatherworn trail signage. He no longer sees other hiking apps as his competition and is focused instead on being an alternative to tech companies like Facebook and TikTok.



"There are these incredibly strong, well-fortified companies pulling in some of the best minds out there, you know, designed to keep people behind the screen, inside all day" he said. "And obviously, we're the anti-Metaverse."




AllTrails encourages users to "find your outdoors." For Hike Clerb, that meant seeing Santa Monica and the Pacific Ocean from a spot in the hills. 
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Traders Are Betting Millions That Trump Media Will Tumble



The parent company of Truth Social is a popular target for short-sellers, even after they lost $100 million last month betting on a decline in the stock that didn't come.




Trump Media is the most "shorted" special purpose acquisition vehicle, or SPAC, in the country, according to the financial data company S3 Partners. 




By Joe Rennison


Apr 03, 2024


Before former President Donald J. Trump's social media company made its stock market debut, many investors were lining up to bet on its collapse. After the company's 
share price plunged
 following 
an initial surge
, the appetite to bet against the stock has grown even more ravenous.



Trump Media & Technology Group, which trades under the ticker DJT, slipped on Wednesday to below $50 per share, extending a steep decline this week that pulled the stock down from its high near $80 and erased more than $2 billion of market value.



Trump Media is the most "shorted" special purpose acquisition vehicle in the country, according to the financial data company S3 Partners. Short-sellers bet that the price of a stock will fall. They do that by borrowing shares of a company and selling them into the market, hoping to buy them back later at a lower price, before returning the shares to the lender and pocketing the difference as profit.



The demand to short Trump Media, the parent company of the social media platform Truth Social, is so great that stock lenders can charge enormous fees, making it hard for short-sellers to turn a profit unless the shares fall significantly. Still, there is a lot of interest in taking the bet.



"They are looking for this stock to crater and crater very quickly," said Ihor Dusaniwsky, managing director of predictive analytics at S3.



Before Trump Media got its stock market listing, it agreed to merge with a shell company, Digital World Acquisition Corporation, which went public in 2021. In the months before the merger, which closed last week, investors also bet heavily against Digital World as a proxy for Trump Media.



It was largely a losing trade: This year, the shell company's shares more than doubled as Mr. Trump became the overwhelming favorite as the Republican presidential nominee and regulators approved the merger.



Last month, traders lost $126 million betting against Trump Media, according to S3.



On Monday, Trump Media 
published
 updated financial information, revealing little revenue, large losses and a statement from the company's independent auditor expressing "substantial doubt" about its financial viability. This appeared to galvanize investors betting against the company, as the stock slipped from its highs.



But short-sellers are finding it difficult and costly to trade in Trump Media. There are roughly 137 million shares in the company, and only around five million of those are available to short-sellers.



Mr. Trump owns about 60 percent of shares, and company executives also hold a chunk of the stock. Company insiders tend not to lend their shares to short-sellers. Big asset managers like BlackRock, Vanguard and State Street, which regularly lend out shares, are not major holders of Trump Media, further crimping the supply.



According to S3, 4.9 million of the roughly five million available shares are already on loan. As with any loan, when share owners lend their stock to a short-seller, they charge a fee, usually expressed as an annual interest rate on the stock's current value. Typically, the fee for borrowing stock is a fraction of a percentage point. For Trump Media, it has risen to 550 percent, Mr. Dusaniwsky said.



Trump Media's stock currently trades at around $50. That means that shorting it for a month would cost more than $20 per share. For a short-seller to break even, the stock price would have to fall by almost half by early May.



There is another wrinkle, too. One large broker said much of the short trading was not an outright bet against Trump Media. Since the advent of meme-stock trading and the vilification of short-sellers that win only if popular companies lose, large investors are wary of making such trades.



Instead, the current trade driving demand is designed to capture the difference between DJT's stock price and outstanding "warrants," which will give the owners the right to new stock at a fixed price as long as regulators approve the new shares.



Partly because of that uncertainty, those warrants currently trade below $19, with a list of hedge funds as recent holders. Even after the high cost to borrow stock is accounted for, they are still able to profit from the $30 difference between existing stock and what the warrants are worth, assuming the warrants become registered as shares.



"There are still so many people looking to short the name," Mr. Dusaniwsky said.



Bold bets can also be seen in the market for stock options, which are derivatives tied to the share price of a stock. Options are essentially a contract between two parties agreeing to a price for buying or selling a stock ahead of a specified date. Most of the interest has been for contracts with prices well above or well below the current stock level, according to data from CBOE Global Markets, meaning investors are betting on big movements in either direction -- way up or way down.



The cost of these options is also very high, said Henry Schwartz, global head of client engagement, data and access solutions at CBOE. That, he said, might be because some of the investor base is politically and not economically motivated.



"The price it is trading at doesn't make any sense, but price and value don't have to be related in the short term," Mr. Schwartz said.
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Fed Chair Awaits More Inflation Cooling as Path Proves 'Bumpy'



Jerome H. Powell, the Federal Reserve chair, said officials can take their time cutting rates. He also underscored the Fed's independence as election season heats up.




Jerome H. Powell, the Federal Reserve chair, said on Wednesday that "we have time to let the incoming data guide our decisions on policy."




By Jeanna Smialek and Santul Nerkar


Apr 03, 2024


Jerome H. Powell, the chair of the Federal Reserve, reiterated on Wednesday that the central bank can take its time before cutting interest rates as inflation fades and economic growth holds up.



The central bank chief also used a speech at Stanford to emphasize the Fed's independence from politics, a relevant message at a time when election season threatens to pull Fed policy into an uncomfortable limelight.



This year is a big one for the Fed: After long months of rapid inflation, price increases are finally coming down. That means that central bankers may soon be able to lower interest rates from their highest levels in two decades. The Fed raised rates to 5.3 percent from March 2022 to mid-2023 to cool the economy and bring inflation to heel.



Figuring out when and how much to cut interest rates is tricky, though. Inflation has decelerated 
more slowly
 in recent months, and the Fed does not want to cut rates too early and fail to fully wrestle price increases under control. Investors had initially expected the Fed to lower rates early this year, but now see the 
first move
 coming in June or July as officials wait for more evidence that inflation has truly moderated.



"On inflation, it is too soon to say whether the recent readings represent more than just a bump," Mr. Powell said. "We do not expect that it will be appropriate to lower our policy rate until we have greater confidence that inflation is moving sustainably down toward 2 percent."



"Given the strength of the economy and progress on inflation so far, we have time to let the incoming data guide our decisions on policy," he added. He called reducing inflation a "sometimes bumpy path."



Fed officials face pressure from all sides as they contemplate their next move. While officials want to make sure that they have fully snuffed out inflation, many economists also warn that keeping rates too high for too long could weigh on the economy more than is necessary and cause job losses.



"There is no risk-free path," Mr. Powell acknowledged on Wednesday.



Inflation cooled swiftly in 2023 both as global supply chains healed -- allowing goods prices to fall -- and as prices for a number of services, like rent, stopped climbing so steeply. Services prices tie back in part to wage increases, which have moderated as more workers have joined the labor pool, partly thanks to strong immigration.



"There may be more supply side gains to be had," Mr. Powell said, noting that the Fed's policies might also be weighing on demand for big purchases like cars and on the labor market. 



As the Fed waits to see what happens, taking time to start with rate cuts means that the Fed's first rate cut -- and any subsequent ones -- could come just as 
campaigning is heating up
 ahead of the presidential election in November.



Former President Donald J. Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, has already criticized the Fed for being political and said Mr. Powell was "going to do something to probably help the Democrats." Mr. Trump elevated Mr. Powell to the role of Fed chair, though he has since been reappointed to the role by President Biden.



The Fed is independent of the White House, and its officials often stress that they set policy with an eye on the economy, not politics. Mr. Powell did so on Wednesday, explaining that the Fed is insulated from partisan wrangling and is determined to ignore such pressures.



"We're just calling balls and strikes on the economy as we see them," Mr. Powell said. He later added that when the Fed contemplates its policy path, "it doesn't matter what the election calendar says."



But the Fed chair also pushed back on calls for the Fed to do more on issues like 
climate change
, a request that often comes from Democrats.



"We also need to avoid 'mission creep,'" Mr. Powell said, citing climate change as something beyond the scope of the Fed. "Policies to address climate change are the business of elected officials and those agencies that they have charged with this responsibility."



The Fed, he said, has "a narrow role that relates to our responsibilities as a bank supervisor" but is likely to come under pressure to expand that role, and "we are not, nor do we seek to be, climate policymakers."



While Mr. Powell was careful to avoid talking about immigration policy, he did note repeatedly that stronger-than-expected immigration has helped the economy to grow more strongly than economists thought that it could, even as inflation has faded.



The Congressional Budget Office 
this year increased
 its expectations for U.S. labor force growth and economic growth in light of immigration trends. When more people come into the country and labor force, there is more earning and spending in the economy, and output can expand without overheating the job market.



"Our economy has been short labor, and probably still is," Mr. Powell said, but immigration "explains what we've been asking ourselves, which is, 'How can the economy have grown over 3 percent in a year where almost every outside economist was forecasting a recession?'"
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2 Brothers in Trump Media Insider-Trading Scheme Plead Guilty



Michael and Gerald Shvartsman, who had originally pleaded not guilty to securities fraud charges, each pleaded guilty to one count of securities fraud.




Gerald Shvartsman, left, under a black umbrella, leaving federal court in Manhattan last year.




By Matthew Goldstein


Apr 03, 2024


Two brothers from Miami pleaded guilty on Wednesday in federal court in Manhattan for their role in a nearly $23 million insider-trading scheme surrounding the 2021 announcement that former President Donald J. Trump's social media company planned to merge with a cash-rich shell company.



Michael and Gerald Shvartsman, who had pleaded not guilty to 
securities fraud charges last summer
, were set to go on trial later this month. But the brothers decided this week to forgo a trial, instead entering their guilty pleas before Judge Lewis J. Liman of U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York.



Each man pleaded guilty to one count of securities fraud.



Michael Shvartsman, according to federal prosecutors, was the mastermind of the scheme to profit from the announcement, in October 2021, that Trump Media & Technology Group planned to merge with Digital World Acquisition Corporation, a shell company that had just raised $300 million in an initial public offering. The authorities charged Michael Shvartsman, 53, a Miami financier, with making $18.2 million in illicit trading profits; and his brother, 46, who owns an outdoor furnishing store in Miami, with raking in $4.6 million.



Michael Shvartsman, who ran a venture investment firm called Rocket One, used some of the proceeds from the scheme to buy a $14 million luxury yacht that he named Provocateur.



The brothers each face prison sentences of up to 20 years. Their plea agreements with the government recommend a sentence of roughly four to five years for Michael Shvartsman; and three to four years for Gerald Shvartsman.



Judge Liman, who is not bound by those recommendations, set sentencing for both men for July 17.



The brothers are Canadian citizens and could face deportation at the end of their sentences.



Gerald Shvartsman told Judge Liman that what he did was wrong and "I will pay dearly for it for the rest of my life." His brother told the judge, "I understand these trades were unlawful."



As part of their plea agreements, the brothers agreed to forfeit their trading gains.



A third man charged in the scheme, Bruce Garelick, who had worked at Rocket One, is scheduled to go to trial at the end of the month. The authorities have said that he made less than $50,000 but was critical in 
giving the brothers nonpublic inside information
 about the merger talks between Trump Media and Digital World.



Mr. Garelick, a former hedge fund manager, became a board member of Digital World before it went public but after Rocket One had become an investor. A lawyer for Mr. Garelick did not respond to a request for comment.



Trump Media, the parent company of the social media platform Truth Social, completed its merger with Digital World a little over a week ago. The deal has added billions of dollars to Mr. Trump's net worth and boosted the market valuation of Trump Media even though it lost $58 million last year and took in just $4.1 million in advertising revenue on Truth Social.



The federal authorities investigated a handful of other people who were associated with the Shvartsmans and had made profitable trades around the time of the merger announcement, according to court filings. Among them was Anton Postolnikov, a Russian American financier who made $22.8 million in trading profits. But none of those individuals were charged with wrongdoing, or found to have any ties to anyone associated with Trump Media.



Michael Shvartsman's plea agreement made reference to his "causing" a friend, a business associate and a neighbor to make trades in Digital World securities in advance of the merger announcement.



No one from Trump Media was charged with any wrongdoing, either. The insider-trading investigation contributed to a more than two-year delay in completing the merger. The deal was also held up by a Securities and Exchange Commission investigation into what regulators said were inappropriate merger talks between the companies. It was resolved last summer, with Digital World agreeing to pay an $18 million fine.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/business/trump-media-insider-trading-guilty.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Apollo Valued Paramount at $26 Billion in Overture That Was Ignored



Paramount's board of directors, which was already deep into talks with the media company Skydance, didn't engage with the offer.




Paramount didn't engage with Apollo because doing so could have derailed its advancing negotiations with Skydance, according to a person familiar with the matter.




By Lauren Hirsch and Benjamin Mullin


Apr 03, 2024


As Paramount, the media company that's the home of the "Top Gun" franchise and Nickelodeon, was preparing to enter exclusive talks to sell itself to the media company Skydance, another suitor emerged.



Apollo Global Management, the investment firm, told Paramount over the weekend that it was interested in acquiring the entire company for more than $26 billion, including the value of Paramount's debt, according to two people with knowledge of the matter. It had previously submitted an $11 billion offer to acquire just the Paramount movie studio. (Paramount also owns CBS as well as other cable networks.)



Paramount decided not to engage with Apollo's overture, the people said, with one person explaining that doing so could have derailed its advancing negotiations with Skydance, which became exclusive this week.



Apollo's bid would have been subject to due diligence, which would take time, one person said. Apollo said in a letter to Paramount that it was interested in buying out all the company's shareholders in cash, which could be enticing as the board seeks to strike a deal that not only pleases Shari Redstone, who controls Paramount, but also the company's common shareholders.



The Wall Street Journal earlier reported on Apollo's interest in Paramount.



The deal currently being discussed with Skydance would involve Skydance's buying National Amusements, the company that holds Ms. Redstone's voting stock in Paramount, and merging with Paramount. Though Ms. Redstone is eager to reach a deal, it hinges on approval from Paramount's board, which has for weeks been weighing its options with the help of advisers.



Late last month, David Ellison, the tech scion who founded Skydance, met with Paramount's board committee to discuss his vision for a deal, according to the two people with knowledge of the talks. Paramount's stock has fallen 18 percent since the start of the year amid headwinds for the media industry. It has a market value of about $9.4 billion, and around $15 billion in long-term debt outstanding.



The company is trading at a steep discount to the combined value of Viacom and CBS, which merged to form Paramount in 2019. Paramount+ is still losing money, but its losses have slowed and it continues to add subscribers.



The ratings agency S&P Global downgraded Paramount's debt to junk last week, citing "accelerating declines" in its traditional television business and continued uncertainty in its push toward streaming. Some analysts said that downgrade might make Paramount easier to acquire, since it could circumnavigate a provision that would require a buyer to immediately pay the company's debt.
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'The Plane Is Fine': An Airline Course Looks to Overcome Fear in the Skies



Anxiety when flying might not seem so unreasonable these days, but a British Airways program seeks to reassure the lightly nervous and the abjectly terrified alike.




Capt. Steve Allright (yes, that's his real name) leads a session for nervous fliers for British Airways.




By Sarah Lyall


Apr 02, 2024


No sooner had British Airways Flight 9240 roared into the air over Heathrow Airport than the cabin air was pierced by a sharp, scary noise, like an alarm or a siren. The power surged and then seemed to falter, and the plane became worryingly quiet. (Too quiet?)



What was it? Images of catastrophic scenarios -- birds, engine failure, parts falling off, total systemic breakdown -- pinballed through the passengers' imaginations as the plane seemed to struggle to find its equilibrium. Unease gripped the cabin. But then a disembodied voice wafted soothingly over the public-address system. "Everything's normal," the voice said. "The plane is fine."



This emotional roller coaster of a flight, a 35-minute loop in the air that started and finished at Heathrow, was the culmination of the airline's 
"Flying With Confidence" course
, aimed at people who are afraid to fly -- the lightly nervous as well as the abjectly terrified.



The course includes a deep dive into the mechanics and operation of an airplane. There's also a section on how pilots are trained to deal with various scenarios -- including cabin depressurization, malfunctioning landing gear, holes in the fuselage and sudden gusts of wind on the runway that force what is called a 
"go-around"
 -- when a pilot suddenly aborts the landing and sends the plane barreling straight back into the sky. The day ends when the attendees -- or at least those who didn't leave early -- board an actual plane for a real-life flight.



As many as 40 percent of all airline passengers
 have at least mild apprehension about flying, experts say, and people with serious 
aviophobia
 fall roughly into two groups. About 20 percent have "an underlying anxiety that manifests as fear of flying," said Douglas Boyd, an aviation researcher who runs 
a fear-of-flying course in Houston
. Another 70 to 75 percent, he said, "think that something bad will happen to the plane -- there will be a fire, the engine will fall off, the pilot is drunk, it's going to crash." (The rest have a hybrid of worries.)



Flying is objectively low-risk, and 
2023 was the safest year for jet travel ever, according to the International Air Transport Association
. But fear of flying hardly seems irrational, what with reports of aircraft malfunctions, 
overworked
 air traffic controllers and the sense that climate change is 
making turbulence worse
.



For instance: On Jan. 5, a door plug -- a door-sized panel on the side of an aircraft -- 
blew off the fuselage of an Alaska Airlines jet
 as it made its ascent, depressurizing the cabin and exposing passengers to open air thousands of feet above ground. Also in January, five members of the Japanese Coast Guard were killed when 
their plane collided with a Japanese Airlines jet
 on a Tokyo runway and both planes burst into flames. (Everyone -- 367 passengers and 12 crew members -- on the Japanese Airlines flight survived.) Boeing, the manufacturer of the Alaska Airlines plane and other planes that have experienced various mishaps, 
has faced particular criticism for neglecting safety
.



Such incidents loom large in the heads of passengers, but Mr. Boyd said that people tend to ignore how rare they are. "You have to look at objective measurements," he said. "In the last 15 years we've had only two fatal accidents with a U.S. carrier, and that speaks volumes." (Those were when a Continental Airlines flight 
crashed into a house in Buffalo in 2009
, killing 50 people, and when a window blew out after an 
engine exploded on a Southwest Airlines flight
 in 2018, killing a passenger who was partly sucked out of the plane.)



Nobody wants to go through a flight racked with fear or beset by emotional upheaval, and airlines have an obvious interest in calm, unterrified passengers. A number of airlines, including Air France, Lufthansa and Virgin, offer fear-of-flying programs, but B.A.'s has been operating for more than 35 years and is considered the most well-established.



I -- an occasionally nervous-in-turbulence but not prohibitively terrified flyer -- joined an October session, paying the fee of 395 British pounds, or about $508.



My fellow attendees represented a spectrum of ages and professions and suffered from a range of anxieties.



Duncan Phillips, a high school science teacher, said that he had not set foot on a plane since his honeymoon, two decades earlier. Imogen Corrigan, a medieval history lecturer, said that she had a "generalized dread of the whole airport experience," exacerbated by a traumatic flight some years earlier in which her seatmate, incorrectly interpreting the plane's post-takeoff noises as systemic engine failure, rose to her feet and yelled, "We're not going up!"



And a 28-year-old man who asked that his name not be used because he works at Buckingham Palace said that his problem was claustrophobia -- he once got trapped in an elevator -- but that he was committed to overcoming it. "I just don't want to be afraid anymore," he said.



Listening to the captain



Standing onstage in a conference room at a hotel at Heathrow and using props like slides, a plastic plane and a replica of a human ear to explain how airplanes work, Capt. Steve Allright, the B.A. pilot who led the program, provided his go-to anti-anxiety tip.



"I want you to breathe out for four seconds and then breathe in, while squeezing your largest muscles -- your buttocks," he said. "What you're doing is taking control of your mind and your racing thoughts. Don't sit and suffer. Breathe and squeeze."



(Yes, Captain Allright has seen the film "Airplane!" in which Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Peter Graves play two pilots whose names -- Roger Murdock and Clarence Oveur -- lead to "Who's on First"-style amusement 
when their colleagues bark "Roger, Roger!" and "Over, Oveur!" at them.
 Captain Allright knows that his name, too, sounds fictional. It is not.)



He invited the group to identify its specific worries. "How many of you have not flown for more than 20 years, or never flown?" he asked. "How many are regular business travelers, and it's getting worse? Mums and dads who had children and it suddenly made them aware of their own mortality?"



He peered into the crowd. "Who doesn't like the takeoff?" he added. "Who doesn't like the landing and -- everyone's favorite -- who doesn't like the turbulence?"



One person raised her hand for all the categories.



Among the points made by Captain Allright and his team:




Attendees at the course also could buy booklets on overcoming their fears.




The presentation seemed to allay some of the passengers' fears. Charlotte Wheeler, an agricultural company executive still spooked by a childhood in which her acutely phobic mother would drink to excess and become obstreperous and hysterical on flights, said she appreciated Captain Allright's willingness to journey through the weeds of her apprehension.



"That whole 'wings not snapping off' thing was amazing," she said. "And I appreciated what he said about the fuel not running out."



Ms. Corrigan, the lecturer, said she was particularly soothed by Captain Allright's discussion of "the bit where they've just taken off and you don't think it's going to make it."



B.A. 9240 is boarding



The hard-news presentation was followed by a segment on fear, anxiety reduction and relaxation led by a psychologist, Dr. Jan Smith. But, eventually, it was time to get on the plane, minus several unnerved people who left during the lunch break and never came back. Divided into small groups, each led by a B.A. employee in a high-visibility orange vest, the remaining passengers moved tentatively through the airport terminal. The boarding passes listed the destination as "Fictitious Point," because the plane was both departing from and returning to Heathrow.



There was a brief setback. The first passengers boarded, only to find that they had to get off because an unspecified glitch had failed to register their existence when they scanned their boarding passes.



"This is not good," one passenger said.



"Is this part of the course?" said another. "I have a fear of stampedes."



Several people fretted by the door and failed to board the plane. One woman successfully got on but quickly got off, sobbing. "I'm sorry," she said.




The boarding passes listed the destination as "Fictitious Point," because the plane was both departing from and returning to Heathrow.




Everyone else took their seats: 120 customers intermingled with about 20 B.A. personnel, pilots and psychologists whose job was to provide emotional and occasionally physical support at this most delicate part of the day. People were hyperventilating, reciting inspirational mantras, folding into themselves and, in several cases, openly crying. A woman in the front row cranked up her headphones and tried to distract herself with the Lee Child thriller "No Plan B."



"I really, really don't like being up in the air," she said.



The plane took off and the power surged on and then ratcheted down, as Captain Allright had explained. The collective anxiety level rose to 11. "Everything's normal," he said. "The speed is stable. The pilots are happy and relaxed. This would be a good time to do your breathing and squeezing."



The plane flew around for a bit as he talked through the sights and sounds -- the Millennium Dome, Gatwick Airport, the London Eye, the wing flaps, a little chirping noise signifying that autopilot had been switched off.



"That means that Nigel's now controlling the aircraft manually," Captain Allright said, referring to the pilot, Capt. Nigel Willing, who was at the controls and who, yes, has another name that sounds like he's a character in a movie. "It's perfectly normal. Let's all make a conscious decision to squeeze our buttocks."



As the plane began its descent, some of the passengers, genuinely amazed that they had made it this far, took proof-of-flight photos out the window.



"I'm just glad I didn't throw up," the "No Plan B" reader said. "I could really use a cigarette."



The plane came to a stop and Idris Guest, an IT worker who had not been in the air since a horrific 2016 experience involving turbulence and a flight attendant with a bleeding head wound, pronounced himself if not cured, then at least not in a fetal position.



He vowed to fly again. "I'm on a massive high," he said.



"Everything's normal," Captain Allright said. "Give yourself a round of applause, people."



Follow New York Times Travel 
on 
Instagram
 and 
sign up for our weekly Travel Dispatch newsletter
 to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 
52 Places to Go in 2024
.



Audio produced by 
Sarah Diamond
.
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Inflation Cools in Eurozone, Nearing Central Bank's Target



Prices in the countries that use the euro rose 2.4 percent in the year through March, coming closer to the European Central Bank's 2 percent inflation target.



By Melissa Eddy


Apr 03, 2024


The annual inflation rate across most economies in Europe eased for the third month in a row, nearing the target set by the European Central Bank. Consumer prices in the 20 countries that use the euro rose 2.4 percent in the year through March, down from 2.6 percent the month before, the European Union reported on Wednesday.



The rate was slightly lower than economists expected and brought overall inflation closer to the 2 percent target set by the E.C.B., which will hold its next meeting to set interest rates on April 11.



The central bank also keeps a close eye on core inflation, which strips out volatile food and energy prices. That dipped to 2.9 percent in the year through March in the eurozone, ticking below the 3-percent mark for the first time since Russia's full-scale war against Ukraine broke out in February 2022, driving up energy prices.



Germany, the eurozone's largest economy, saw consumer prices rise at an annual rate of 2.3 percent in March, its slowest inflation since June 2021.



The latest numbers will support the notion that the E.C.B. could soon begin to cut interest rates, which the bank 
held steady
 last month, at 4 percent. But analysts believe the central bank will wait for more evidence that the cooling trend is holding.



"While core inflation eased, the stubbornness of services inflation and the desire for the E.C.B. for more wage data makes an April rate cut unlikely," Rory Fennessy, an economist at Oxford Economics, wrote in a note.



Inflation in the United States
 has cooled but faced a bumpy path, reinforcing the Federal Reserve's decision to proceed cautiously on potential 
interest rate cuts
. The Bank of England has also 
held rates
 at relatively high levels amid signs that 
inflation in Britain
 is moderating.
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Guest Essay



Let People Sell Their Kidneys. It Will Save Lives.








By Dylan Walsh


Apr 02, 2024


I owe the last 25 years of life to my father, who dozed under general anesthesia as a surgeon cut eight inches from stomach to spine, removed one of his kidneys, placed it on ice and sent it to a nearby operating room where it was fitted into my abdomen. My brother had a kidney transplant that same week, six days before I did. His new kidney came from a man we never knew who died in a car accident in the mountains.



We were teenagers, afflicted with a congenital kidney disease. But we were lucky.



There are 
100,000 people
 in the United States waiting for a kidney. More than half a million are on dialysis, which from my own experience I know to be more of a means of survival than a form of living. About 4,000 people die each year while 
waiting
 for a kidney. Another 4,000 become too sick to undergo surgery -- a gentler way of saying that they, too, die. The National Kidney Foundation estimates that, without more investment in preventing diabetes and other ailments, more than one million people will be suffering from kidney failure by 2030, 
up from over 800,000 now
.



These numbers illuminate a story of largely preventable suffering. Hundreds of millions of healthy people walk the streets quietly carrying two kidneys. They need only one. The head-scratcher is how to get kidneys from the people who have one to spare into the people who need one. Getting them from 
genetically modified pigs
, as was recently found possible, won't be a widespread solution for a very long time.



There's a simpler and long overdue answer: Pay people for their kidneys.



Creating a market for kidneys is not a new concept, but it's historically been met with disgust: Sell 
what
? To be fair, some of the ways to structure such a market would be irresponsible, coercive and deserving of that disgust.



But others are more thoughtful and prudent. One approach is to make the federal government the sole purchaser of kidneys. Donor and recipient would never meet. Compensation would be fixed, haggling impossible. After the kidney is acquired, the transplant process would unfold in the typical manner.



This idea fits nicely within today's health economics. Through a 
quirk of a 50-year-old law
, Medicare is the primary insurer for anyone of any age in need of dialysis or a transplant. This has extended the lives of hundreds of thousands of people. It has also been costly, with end-stage renal disease patients 
accounting for
 about 7 percent of Medicare's spending despite constituting 1 percent of its population of users. Because transplants are 
ultimately cheaper
 than dialysis, if Medicare started paying people to donate kidneys, fewer people would need to survive on dialysis and Medicare would need less taxpayer money to cover it.



Federal law presents the first and most significant hurdle to a market for kidneys. The 1984 National Organ Transplant Act, NOTA for short, 
makes it unlawful
 "to knowingly acquire, receive or otherwise transfer any human organ for valuable consideration for use in human transplantation." Though markets exist for human tissue, bone and amniotic stem cells, for blood plasma, for the use of a woman's womb and her eggs, organs cannot legally be bought and sold.



For several decades, efforts to persuade people to become kidney donors haven't increased the number of volunteers. There 
were roughly 6,000
 living kidney donors in 2000; there were roughly 6,000 in 2023. The only way to get more donors is to change the law.



One organization called the Coalition to Modify NOTA hopes to legalize compensation and then pass a federal law it has titled the 
End Kidney Deaths Act
. As it's written, it would award living donors $50,000 over five years -- $10,000 per year -- through refundable tax credits. The coalition says it has held meetings with nearly 100 legislators from both parties and has been encouraged by the level of support for its idea (though the bill still has not been brought to the floor of Congress).



Other proposals meant to solve kidney donation shortages abound. Several bills have recently been introduced to Congress, including one that would 
prohibit
 life and disability insurance companies from denying coverage to or increasing premiums for donors, and another that would 
reimburse
 donors for expenses they incur during donation. Two Colorado state representatives, one Democrat and one Republican, have 
drafted their own proposal
 for a statewide tax credit of up to $40,000 for organ donors; 
a representative in New Hampshire
 is trying to create an open market for organs in his state.



Some people who are opposed to the idea of selling organs argue that we should instead improve the process of capturing organs from people who have died. But even a flawlessly functioning system that recovered and transplanted 100 percent of available organs would not meet demand. And deceased-donor kidneys 
don't last as long
 as those from living donors.



One of the most consistent and vociferous objections to a kidney market centers on the fear of coercion or exploitation: If you pay people to do something, particularly if you pay them a lot, then you will drive those who are most desperate and socially precarious to take steps they later will regret.



Ned Brooks, a co-founder of the Coalition to Modify NOTA, told me there are ways to mitigate "the concern that someone is going to donate a kidney because they have a gambling debt or they are losing their house to foreclosure or you name it." His organization's proposal, for example, would split the $50,000 payment into installments arriving only around tax season to weaken donation as a get-rich-quick scheme. Even now, donation requires a weeks- to monthslong process of physical and psychological 
evaluation
.



Compensating donors could also go a long way to reducing current inequities. Black patients are 
more than three times as likely
 to develop kidney failure as white patients. And under today's system, white patients are about four times as likely as Black patients (and approximately two times as likely as Asian and Hispanic patients) to receive a living kidney donation 
within two years of needing one
. While there are many reasons for this imbalance, one critical factor is that white people generally possess social networks saturated with volunteers who are able to make the kinds of accommodations needed for major surgery. Compensation would broaden the pool of available kidneys for those who lack these social networks.



Alongside the flurry of political activity surrounding organ donation, a shift in attitudes among the public seems to be underway, making this moment particularly ripe for legislative change. A 
2019 study
 found that roughly 60 percent of Americans would favor compensation through a public agency -- and this number, depending on the form of compensation, would increase to 70 percent to 80 percent if such a system eliminated kidney shortages. This is a rare nonpartisan idea at a highly polarized moment, and could save the dozen people 
who die every day
 waiting for a kidney.



My own kidney has been ticking along since August 1998, far longer than the average transplantation. It will give out sometime, maybe before my children graduate from high school. It will almost certainly fail before any children they may have are born. Still, I've lived 25 years I would not have otherwise. I hope for a world in which others -- many others -- are given such an exquisite gift.



Dylan Walsh is a freelance journalist who focuses on science and the criminal justice system.
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Guest Essay



Jose Andres: Let People Eat








By Jose Andres


Apr 03, 2024


In the worst conditions you can imagine -- after hurricanes, earthquakes, bombs and gunfire -- the best of humanity shows up. Not once or twice but always.



The seven people killed on a World Central Kitchen mission in Gaza on Monday were the best of humanity. They are not faceless or nameless. They are not generic aid workers or collateral damage in war.



Saifeddin Issam Ayad Abutaha, John Chapman, Jacob Flickinger, Zomi Frankcom, James Henderson, James Kirby and Damian Sobol risked everything for the most fundamentally human activity: to share our food with others.



These are people I served alongside in Ukraine, Turkey, Morocco, the Bahamas, Indonesia, Mexico, Gaza and Israel. They were far more than heroes.



Their work was based on the simple belief that food is a universal human right. It is not conditional on being good or bad, rich or poor, left or right. We do not ask what religion you belong to. We just ask how many meals you need.



From Day 1, we have fed Israelis as well as Palestinians. Across Israel, we have served more than 1.75 million hot meals. We have fed families displaced by Hezbollah rockets in the north. We have fed grieving families from the south. We delivered meals to the hospitals where hostages were reunited with their families. We have called consistently, repeatedly and passionately for the release of all the hostages.



All the while, we have communicated extensively with Israeli military and civilian officials. At the same time, we have worked closely with community leaders in Gaza, as well as Arab nations in the region. There is no way to bring a ship full of food to Gaza without doing so.



That's how we served more than 43 million meals in Gaza, preparing hot food in 68 community kitchens where Palestinians are feeding Palestinians.



We know Israelis. Israelis, in their heart of hearts, know that food is not a weapon of war.



Israel is better than the way this war is being waged. It is better than blocking food and medicine to civilians. It is better than killing aid workers who had coordinated their movements with the Israel Defense Forces.



The Israeli government needs to open more land routes for food and medicine today. It needs to stop killing civilians and aid workers today. It needs to start the long journey to peace today.



In the worst conditions, after the worst terrorist attack in its history, it's time for the best of Israel to show up. You cannot save the hostages by bombing every building in Gaza. You cannot win this war by starving an entire population.



We welcome the government's promise of an investigation into how and why members of our World Central Kitchen family were killed. That investigation needs to start at the top, not just the bottom.



Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said of the Israeli killings of our team, "It happens in war." It was a direct attack on clearly marked vehicles whose movements were known by the Israel Defense Forces.



It was also the direct result of a policy that squeezed humanitarian aid to desperate levels. Our team was en route from a delivery of almost 400 tons of aid by sea -- our second shipment, funded by the United Arab Emirates, supported by Cyprus and with clearance from the Israel Defense Forces.



The team members put their lives at risk precisely because this food aid is so rare and desperately needed. According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification global initiative, half the population of Gaza -- 1.1. million people -- 
faces
 the imminent risk of famine. The team would not have made the journey if there were enough food, traveling by truck across land, to feed the people of Gaza.



The peoples of the Mediterranean and Middle East, regardless of ethnicity and religion, share a culture that values food as a powerful statement of humanity and hospitality -- of our shared hope for a better tomorrow.



There's a reason, at this special time of year, Christians make Easter eggs, Muslims eat an egg at iftar dinners and an egg sits on the Seder plate. This symbol of life and hope reborn in spring extends across religions and cultures.



I have been a stranger at Seder dinners. I have heard the ancient Passover stories about being a stranger in the land of Egypt, the commandment to remember -- with a feast before you -- that the children of Israel were once slaves.



It is not a sign of weakness to feed strangers; it is a sign of strength. The people of Israel need to remember, at this darkest hour, what strength truly looks like.



Jose Andres is a chef and the founder of World Central Kitchen.
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Guest Essay



Stephen Breyer: The Supreme Court I Served On Was Made Up of Friends








By Stephen Breyer


Apr 03, 2024


Recently, the Supreme Court justices Sonia Sotomayor and Amy Coney Barrett 
spoke
 together publicly about how members of the court speak civilly to one another while disagreeing, sometimes vigorously, about the law. Considerable disagreement on professional matters among the Supreme Court justices, important as they are, remain professional, not personal. The members of the court can and do get along well personally. That matters. 



In my tenure, this meant that we could listen to one another, which increased the chances of agreement or compromise. It means that the court will work better for the nation that it serves. And I wonder: If justices who disagree so profoundly can do so respectfully, perhaps it is possible for our politically divided country to do the same.



Sandra Day O'Connor was the first woman appointed to the court; Ruth Bader Ginsburg was the second. I remember being slightly surprised when, during a visit to meet with several European judges, they suddenly disappeared. Where had they gone? It seems they went off together to look for suitable women's collars for their robes. They found some, and Justice Ginsburg wore them ever after. 



At about the same time, Justice O'Connor reminded me that our chief justice, William Rehnquist, had decided that he too needed something distinctive on his black robe. Inspired by Gilbert and Sullivan's "Iolanthe
," 
he decided to enliven it with a few gold stripes on the sleeves. Justice O'Connor found at a European bookstall a picture of Lorenzo de' Medici wearing similar stripes. She suggested that we send it to him with a special message from her.



We would do things together outside of class. Chief Justice Rehnquist, Justice Anthony Kennedy, Justice O'Connor and I would play bridge with friends and spouses (often changing partners). Today, I gather that justices who do not always agree on legal results nonetheless agree to go to hockey games or play golf together. (Why hockey in Washington, D.C., where baseball, football and basketball abound? Perhaps they just like hockey.) 



As is fairly well known, Justice Ginsburg and Justice Scalia loved opera and became great friends. They even convinced Justice Kennedy and me to 
take part
 in a Washington Opera performance of "Die Fledermaus," provided, of course, that we simply sat onstage on a sofa and never opened our mouths. Justice Scalia had a good musical voice, however; he, law clerks and other justices would sometimes sing at the court, joined by Chief Justice Rehnquist, as well as by a friend of Justice Scalia who was a fine pianist and loved Cole Porter.



Justice Scalia and I would talk to students in high school, law school and other audiences about the court. It was obvious to those audiences that while we did not share basic views about how to interpret difficult statutory and constitutional phrases, we were friends.



Certain unwritten rules help to smooth over differences and maintain good personal relations among court members. At conferences when we discussed cases privately, we proceed in order of seniority, and no one would speak twice until everyone had spoken once. Thus, everyone could be fairly sure that he or she would have a chance to speak before minds were definitely made up. (This rule helped me, for I was the most junior justice for 11 years.) 



Once all had spoken we would discuss the case, back and forth. But one quickly learned that it did not help to say "I have a better argument than you." Much better to listen to what others say and to find in their points of view material for working out an agreement, or perhaps a compromise.



Chief Justice Rehnquist generally did not approve of jokes made during the business portion of the conference, though I admit I once told him while we were having coffee, and having recently nearly lost a majority on what we thought initially would be a unanimous opinion, "I have discovered how to get five people on a single opinion." "How?" he asked. "Start with nine," I replied. 



In any event, agreement or disagreement, joke or no joke, in my 28 years on the court I did not hear a voice raised in anger in that conference, nor were snide or personal remarks ever made. The discussion was professional, disagreements reflected legal differences on the merits, and the justices tried to find ways to reach court agreements. 



Justice O'Connor maintained that a highly important informal court rule was this: You and I may disagree strongly in respect to Case One, but that fact has nothing to do with our positions in respect to (non-legally-related) Case Two, where we may be the strongest of allies. That is,
 
no horse-trading.



After conference we would have lunch, often talking about sports or trading so-called jokes, and other nonlegal matters. I remember once saying to Chief Justice Rehnquist that I thought it amazing that we were about to have a pleasant lunch when just 20 minutes before at conference we had strongly disagreed about applicable law. His reply suggested that he thought only a short time earlier that half the court thought the other half had lost its mind. 



What works for nine people with lifetime appointments won't work for the entire nation, but listening to one another in search of a consensus might help.



Stephen Breyer is a retired associate justice of the United States Supreme Court.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/opinion/stephen-breyer-friendship-court.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




letters



Donald Trump and the Justice System


Apr 03, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
Trump's Attacks on Judge's Family Lead to Expansion of a Gag Order
" (news article, April 2):



If an indicted drug dealer or terrorist made threats against prosecutors, judges, court staff and their families, that person would be locked up and likely held in prison until their trial was completed and a verdict rendered.



In Donald Trump's case, we have someone with a history of inciting violence who was criminally indicted by separate grand juries in four different jurisdictions. Yet, Mr. Trump routinely makes public threats not only against prosecutors, judges and their families, but also against our current president, Joe Biden (
the video of an image of him hog-tied
), apparently with few consequences aside from 
an occasional fine.



When will the judges muster the courage to hold Mr. Trump to the same standard of conduct they would demand of a terrorist or drug dealer? Why do our courts treat Mr. Trump with kid gloves, when he can potentially do more damage to our country and to people's lives than any terrorist or drug dealer?



Jeff Crider
Palm Desert, Calif.



To the Editor:



Even the expansion of the gag order against Donald Trump is unlikely to mitigate fears of reprisal for participants in the trial against the former president.



Mr. Trump's penchant for vengeance against anyone he perceives has wronged him (or merely demonstrated insufficient loyalty) is, in all likelihood, adequate to discourage witnesses with the most damaging testimony from appearing in any case against Mr. Trump.



Steven A. Jensen
Palmerton, Pa.



To the Editor:



Re "
No One Is Above the Law, Except ...
," by Jamelle Bouie (column, March 31):



I agree wholeheartedly with most of the criticisms of Donald Trump set forth in this column. But I must disagree with its conclusion that the appellate court showed unwarranted favoritism toward him by its order reducing the amount of his appeal bond from $454 million to $175 million. Rather I believe that this action is consistent with steps that would have been followed with any similarly situated litigant.



A court has wide latitude to act to stay enforcement of a judgment pending appeal, including requiring the posting of a bond to secure collection, and must consider such factors as the likelihood that assets might be dissipated, the chances of success on the merits of the appeal or the damage to the appealing party that could occur if his or her assets were seized before the appeal was completed.



In this case it is likely that after weighing these factors, the appeals court had serious concerns about the amount of the penalty, which does appear excessive, and acted accordingly and well within its discretion.



Harold J. Smith
White Plains, N.Y.
The writer is a lawyer.



To the Editor:



The indictments of Donald Trump have exposed the fault lines in our justice system. We are not all equal in the eyes of the law.



First of all, if you are wealthy or can raise funds from donations, like Mr. Trump, you can hire many expensive lawyers, who will go to court with preposterous requests. When a judge's ruling goes against Mr. Trump, his lawyers appeal the decision to an appellate court, and then maybe the Supreme Court, to delay, delay, delay.



Justice depends on unbiased judges making decisions based solely on the law. In the documents case in Florida, Judge Aileen Cannon, who was appointed by Mr. Trump, has granted his lawyers just about everything they have requested. Her politics are so clearly on display that it is hard to imagine that she will hold the trial before the election, if at all.



Mr. Trump's lawyers have claimed that he has complete immunity from any crime that he committed as president. A federal appeals court 
rejected that claim
 in a definitive ruling. So the lawyers brought it to the Supreme Court. There was no need for the court to take it up, but the justices decided to anyway, but to wait until the end of April to hear oral arguments.



The chances that they will rule in favor of Mr. Trump are slim, but the court is pretty much making sure that the voters going to the polls in November won't have the chance to see if Mr. Trump is convicted or exonerated on charges of attempting to overturn a free and fair election.



Politics? You decide. But this is definitely a gift to Donald Trump.



I am thinking that justice will not prevail. I hope I am wrong.



Ellen Sussman
Brooklyn



Innocent and Killed by Israel in Gaza








To the Editor:



Re "
Strikes by Israel Kill Aid Workers and Draw Outcry
" (front page, April 3):



When Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel acknowledges the violent death of seven aid workers to be a "tragic case of our forces unintentionally hitting innocent people in the Gaza Strip," it prompts the question: By what measure have the deaths of thousands of Gazan children failed to meet this definition of "tragic"?



Were those children not innocent? Were their deaths not unintended?



Jane Harsha
Katonah, N.Y.



To the Editor:



It is all very well for President Biden and other world leaders to express horror at the senseless killing of the seven World Central Kitchen workers in Gaza. There is no dollar value for human life, but the Israeli government should be compelled to pay compensation to the families of the seven courageous workers who were killed.



It is disheartening to read that the 
president is planning to sell F-15 fighter jets
 to the Israelis to bolster their war effort. It would be a more sensible approach to contribute to their Iron Dome air defense system, but to refuse to send any more offensive weapons to the Israeli government.



Clearly Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu wants to continue the war, along with his leadership position, without restrictions.



Richard Weissman
Denver



When Screens Don't Help in the Classroom








To the Editor:



Re "
Do Screens Actually Help Kids Learn?
," by Jessica Grose (Opinion, March 31):



Technology has its uses in the classroom, but Ms. Grose is right that implementation "matters a great deal."



From my observations of elementary classrooms, digital devices are often used as part of small-group rotations, which make up most of the school day. The teacher works with one small group on reading or math while the rest of the class rotates through "centers," which often include time with a device and without adult supervision. Kids often zone out or become confused.



In a first-grade classroom, I observed one child who was stumped by a number line on a screen because he didn't know the meaning of "before," and another who didn't understand the word "combine."



If I hadn't been there to explain, I don't know how long those kids would have sat blankly in front of a screen. Even after I explained "combine," one boy decided he preferred to draw lines on his device with his finger.



Another issue is the content of these programs. Many of the programs commonly used for reading are intended to teach reading comprehension in isolation from any particular content, as a set of generally applicable skills, something that cognitive scientists 
agree
 is 
impossible
.



Natalie Wexler
Washington
The writer is the author of "The Knowledge Gap: The Hidden Cause of America's Broken Education System -- and How to Fix It."
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For Lithuania, Unease Over a Growing Russian-Speaking Diaspora



An influx of exiled Russian activists and refugees from Ukraine and Belarus is stirring fears in a country that fought to preserve its language and culture under Soviet occupation.




Vilnius has become a center of the Russian political opposition. 




By Anatoly Kurmanaev, Alina Lobzina and Tomas Dapkus


Apr 03, 2024


A pile of flowers blanketed a small memorial in the center of the Lithuanian capital of Vilnius after the death of the Russian opposition leader Aleksei A. Navalny last month. "Putin Is a Murderer," read a placard in Russian.



The impromptu tribute at the memorial, an unassuming pyramid commemorating victims of Soviet repression, has highlighted Vilnius's growing status as the center of Russian political opposition. Hundreds of dissidents who fled Russia after the invasion of Ukraine found a sympathetic ally in their struggle against President Vladimir V. Putin: the Lithuanian government, which has long viewed the Russian leader's foreign interventions as an existential threat.



In Vilnius, exiled Russian journalists have set up studios to broadcast news to millions of compatriots back home on YouTube. Russian activists have rented offices to catalog the Kremlin's human rights abuses, and exiled Russian musicians have recorded new albums for the audience back home.



The arrival of the Russian dissidents in Vilnius has added to a larger wave of Russian-speaking refugees and migrants from Belarus and Ukraine over the past four years. Fleeing war or repression, together these migrants have reshaped the economy and cultural makeup of this slow-paced medieval city of 600,000, bolstering Lithuania's image as an unlikely bastion of democracy.



But the tribute to Mr. Navalny has also pointed to an uneasy relationship between Vilnius's expanding Russian-speaking diaspora and their Lithuanian hosts. Some in Lithuania are worried that the economic and diplomatic benefits of this migration have come at the cost of creeping Russification in a small nation that had struggled to preserve its language and culture during the Soviet occupation.



The memorial where Mr. Navalny's mourners laid the flowers, for example, was dedicated to Lithuanian victims of the Soviet secret police, a stand in of sorts for the opposition leader's death at the order, they believe, of Mr. Putin, a former KGB officer.




Flowers honoring Aleksei A. Navalny, the Russian opposition leader, were left on the monument to the Lithuanian victims of the Soviet occupation.




To some Vilnius residents, however, this gesture usurped the memory of their compatriots' suffering under the Soviet Union. Around 200,000 Lithuanians were deported to the gulags during that period, or executed for taking up arms against the occupiers.



"The Russian language is everywhere again," said Darius Kuolys, a linguist at the University of Vilnius and a former Lithuanian culture minister. "To some Lithuanians, this has come as a cultural shock."



Mr. Kuolys said the war in Ukraine has forced Lithuanian society to seek a balance between upholding its tradition of tolerance and preserving its culture. As a model, Mr. Kuolys referred to Lithuania's earlier incarnation as a sovereign state under the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, a multicultural 15th century European power whose legacy is revered by most Lithuanians today.



That history and the relatively small size of its local Russian minority had traditionally softened its approach to its threatening neighbor. By contrast, the large ethnic Russian communities in its Baltic peers of Latvia and Estonia fed a nationalist backlash after they gained independence, leading them to enact hard-line immigration and diplomatic policies on Russia and its citizens.



Like the two other Baltic States, the Lithuanian government closed its borders to most Russians after the outbreak of the war in Ukraine. But it has continued to issue humanitarian visas to Russians with democratic credentials. This selective policy has created in Vilnius a community of highly educated, politically engaged and often well-off Russian citizens who have had an outsized impact on the city.



An independent news outlet, 7x7, for example, has set up a recording studio in Vilnius to broadcast the news collected by their network of collaborators across the little-covered Russian provinces to compatriots on YouTube. Memorial, a human rights organization outlawed in Russia, has rented offices to update its list of Russian political prisoners.



Members of a Russian electoral rights group, Golos, meaning "voice," have worked in Vilnius to apply artificial intelligence to video footage of Russian polling stations to try to document vote tampering in the country's tightly controlled elections.



And an exiled Russian pop star, Liza Gyrdymova, known as Monetochka, has used Vilnius as a base to raise a family and record music in between tours catering to Russia's global diaspora.




The exiled Russian pop star Monetochka performing in Zurich, Switzerland, last year. She has made Vilnius her home.




In the process, these exiles say they have created a miniature version of a democratic Russia around the baroque and gothic buildings of Vilnius's old town.



"This is what Russia without Putin could look like," said Anastasia Shevchenko, an opposition activist from the southern city of Rostov-on-Don, who came to Vilnius after two years of house arrest.



Towering above the Russian exile community is the organization put together by Mr. Navalny, which relocated to Vilnius in 2021 after the Kremlin declared it an extremist organization. 



Despite their prominent status, Mr. Navalny's team have stood apart from the broader Russian political diaspora in the city, out of a combination of security concerns and the organization's staunch belief in self-sufficiency.



These security concerns have been sharpened by the Kremlin's growing determination to punish opponents in exile, after largely stamping out dissent at home.



In March, one of Mr. Navalny's chief aides, Leonid Volkov, was hospitalized after being beaten by unidentified men with a hammer outside his home in a Vilnius suburb. A Russian ultranationalist group has claimed responsibility.




A police cordon at the scene of the attack on Leonid Volkov, a close ally of Mr. Navalny.




The Navalny team aside, most of the Russian exiles in Vilnius have banded together, helping them deal with the pain of exile and to exchange ideas.



"When you walk in the city you realize that you're not alone, and this is very important," said Aleksandr Plyushchev, who runs "Breakfast Show," one of the most watched independent Russian news programs from exile in Vilnius.



A Russian environmental activist, Konstantin Fomin, has started a community space for the exiles called ReForum, which hosts cultural events and offers free therapy sessions. 



Vilnius's small size and concentration of prominent Russian exiles in the well-heeled central districts have led to situations that sometimes resemble scenes from Anton Chekhov's short stories.



Frank, a Russian-born white terrier, for example, has become part of the exiled community's folklore thanks to the long walks along Vilnius's cobbled streets that he takes with his owner, Vladimir Milov, a former Russian deputy energy minister turned opposition figure.



And in a darkened Vilnius bar, a former Russian opposition lawmaker Ilya Ponomarev, who is based in Kyiv, recently recounted how exiled opposition figures opposed to his views sometimes crossed the street to avoid acknowledging him, an awkward move given the narrowness of some of those streets.



Not all Russian activists have easily adapted to the exiled life. Many were forced to flee Russia at short notice, leaving behind possessions and a sense of purpose provided by their work. Most of the interviewed exiles say their biggest concerns are the relatives who remain behind, whom they fear could be targeted by the government in retaliation for their activities.



This anxiety has only risen following the death of Mr. Navalny, who for many exiled Russians represented the biggest -- perhaps the only -- hope for political change.



"I'm suffering, I'm in pain, I don't know what to say when my daughter asks me, 'Mom, what are we going to do now,'" said Violetta Grudina, a former provincial organizer for Mr. Navalny who came to Vilnius after the war started. Ukrainians are the biggest victims of the war, she said, "but we are also paying its cost."




Violetta Grudina, an ally of Mr. Navalny's, went to Vilnius after Russia invaded Ukraine. 




The Lithuanian authorities and citizens have observed the influx of prominent Russians with a mixture of curiosity and suspicion. Some have referred to them as White Russians, a sarcastic reference to the failed movement led by Russia's traditional elites against the Soviet government a century ago.



But they have been joined by larger waves of migrants from Belarus, after the 2020 uprising there, and from Ukraine, after the Russian invasion. Many of them use Russian as their main language, creating a complex cultural puzzle among Vilnius's different ethnic communities, which are tied together by a common history but divided by mutual historical grievances.



Some Russian exiles, such as Monetochka, the pop artist, and Ms. Shevchenko, the political activist, said they are learning Lithuanian and trying to integrate into their adopted country.



But the Russian exiles' focus on sustaining the political struggle inside Russia has left the majority of them with little time, or incentive, to deepen ties with their host country.



The Russian-speaking migration into the city has triggered especially heated local debates about education. Vilnius's 14 Soviet-era Russian-language schools now educate about 11,500 pupils -- a 20 percent increase over the last three years -- a concerning trend, officials say, in a nation that has long centered its national identity on Lithuanian language.



Vilnius's deputy mayor, Arunas Sileris, said he fears that this trend, born out of the migrants' understandable desire for continuity, will create a new generation of Lithuanian residents who speak only Russian, segregating them from the broader society and making them more susceptible to the revisionist rhetoric of Mr. Putin and Aleksandr Lukashenko, the president of Belarus.



"They are not perceiving Lithuania as their homeland," said Mr. Sileris. "And that's a threat."




Supporters of Mr. Navalny standing in Boris Nemtsov Square near the Russian Embassy in Vilnius. The square was named in honor of the murdered pro-democracy politician.
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NATO Weighs Taking Over U.S.-Led Group Directing Ukraine Military Aid



The proposal faces several obstacles, including whether all members would agree to the changes. But the alliance is worried about wavering American support for Kyiv.




Ukrainian soldiers prepared to move a howitzer in the Kharkiv region of the country this week.




By Lara Jakes


Apr 03, 2024


With continued American aid to Ukraine stalled and the looming prospect of a second Trump presidency, NATO's top diplomat said on Wednesday that the alliance was poised to take more control over military support sent to Ukraine -- a role that the United States has played for the past two years.



Details are still being worked out, but Jens Stoltenberg, the NATO secretary general, said foreign ministers meeting in Brussels agreed to pursue plans to give the military alliance more oversight in coordinating security assistance and training for Ukraine. 



Should the plan comes to fruition, it would represent a shift from NATO's previous reluctance to be pulled more directly into the conflict and risk a severe military response from President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. And it is not certain that NATO's most powerful member, the United States, ultimately will agree to a measure that could dilute its influence. 



But Mr. Stoltenberg said it was necessary to ensure that Ukraine could rely on NATO for years to come in a war with no immediate end in sight.



"The Ukrainians are not running out of courage -- they're running out of ammunition," Mr. Stoltenberg said at NATO headquarters. "We need to step up now and ensure our support is built to last." 



He echoed impatience across the alliance with the United States' delay in sending Ukraine a $60 billion aid package that congressional Republicans have stalled for six months. "We have a responsibility as NATO allies to take the decisions, and to ensure that the Ukrainians get the ammunition they must have, to be able to continue to push back the Russian invaders," Mr. Stoltenberg said. "So it is urgent that the United States make a decision." 



One measure discussed at Wednesday's meetings, officials said, would bring the 
Ukraine Defense Contact Group
 under NATO's control. The group is currently led by the United States, and coordinates the donation and delivery of weapons to Ukraine's battlefields. 



Discussions are also underway about a plan floated by Mr. Stoltenberg to secure an additional $100 billion from the alliance's 32 member states for Ukraine over five years. He called it obvious "that we need new and more money for Ukraine, and we need it over many years." He added that he hoped to have final agreements by a July summit meeting of NATO leaders in Washington, where officials are expected to continue debating when Ukraine will be allowed to join the military alliance, as has been promised for years.



The United States and Germany insist that the government in 
Kyiv must make democratic and security reforms
 before it can become an alliance member. And few leaders are willing to bring Ukraine into the fold before the war with Russia is settled.



A NATO official confirmed the proposals, which were reported earlier by news outlets including 
Bloomberg News
, but passage is by no means assured.



 A second NATO official said that Hungary, where Prime Minister Viktor Orban has 
maintained warm relations with Russia
, opposed the effort to put the Defense Contact Group under the alliance's oversight. And several allies have questioned how NATO would be able to raise the $100 billion when it has no leverage over member states, the official said. Both NATO officials spoke on the condition of anonymity because the details of the plans have not been publicly released.




NATO's secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg, right, at a NATO meeting in Brussels on Wednesday.




Biden administration officials also appeared dubious, although Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken did not publicly discuss the proposal to relinquish American leadership of the Defense Contact Group during remarks with Mr. Stoltenberg. A White House spokesman was careful not to say whether it would be supported or opposed in Washington. 



The group of about 50 countries and international organizations "is bigger than NATO, it's bigger than the alliance," said John Kirby, a National Security Council spokesman. "And what brought them together was American leadership."



Washington's support for Ukraine has wavered in recent months, though the House speaker, Mike Johnson, is now expected to seek Republican approval for a version of the $60 billion aid package next week. The delay has infuriated Kyiv, irritated allies and prompted Mr. Stoltenberg to declare on Wednesday that it "has consequences" on the battlefield, where Ukraine's forces are running out of artillery and air defense systems as Russia gains ground along the front line.



Concern is also growing among NATO allies
 over the possible re-election in November of former President Trump, who in the past 
has vowed
 to withdraw the United States from the military alliance and recently 
threatened not to defend Europe if it were under attack
. Mr. Stoltenberg sidestepped a question on Wednesday about Mr. Trump, but said that "you need long-term planning" for NATO to continue supporting Ukraine.



In the two years since 
Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine
, the United States has led an effort to funnel more than $88 billion in weapons and security assistance to Kyiv through the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, which usually meets at an American air base in Ramstein, Germany. In addition to the NATO members, the group includes major allied nations, like Australia, Japan and South Korea.



It is not clear how the NATO alliance would work with nonmember states. But Mr. Stoltenberg noted that NATO states provide 99 percent of the military aid that Ukraine receives. 



Ukraine's foreign minister, Dmytro Kuleba, is scheduled to meet top NATO diplomats at headquarters on Thursday, the official 75th anniversary of the military alliance that was created at the start of the Cold War in a collective security pact against the Soviet Union.



Its latest member is Sweden, which abandoned decades of nonalignment after Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022. Sweden joined the alliance formally last month, and Wednesday was the first time its foreign minister, Tobias Billstrom, joined the diplomatic discussions as a full NATO member.



Matina Stevis-Gridneff
 and 
Michael D. Shear
 contributed reporting.
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'Stop It Now': Jill Biden Privately Urges an End to Conflict in Gaza



The president recounted the first lady's concerns as he was pressed about the war at a meeting with Muslim community members.




Jill Biden, the first lady, is one of the few in the president's inner circle who offers an unvarnished opinion on matters of policy and politics.




By Katie Rogers and Erica L. Green


Apr 03, 2024


One of the strongest voices inside the White House urging an end to civilian casualties in Gaza is the person closest to the president: Jill Biden.



At a 
meeting with Muslim community members
 at the White House on Tuesday evening, one guest told the president that his wife had disapproved of him coming to the meeting because of Mr. Biden's support for Israel in its war against Hamas.



Mr. Biden replied that he understood. The first lady, he said, had been urging him to "Stop it, stop it now," according to an attendee who heard his remarks.



Salima Suswell, the founder of the Black Muslim Leadership Council, recounted the scene in an interview, adding that she had scribbled down the president's statements because it was so striking to hear that the first lady felt strongly about the conflict.



"He said she said, 'Stop it, stop it now, Joe,'" Ms. Suswell said.



Asked about the president's remarks, White House officials on Wednesday said that there was no daylight between Mr. Biden and the first lady on the conflict and that the president was as outraged by the civilian casualties as his wife has been. The officials said the first lady was not calling for Israel to end its efforts against Hamas.



"Just like the president, the first lady is heartbroken over the attacks on aid workers and the ongoing loss of innocent lives in Gaza," Elizabeth Alexander, the first lady's communications director, said in a statement. "They both want Israel to do more to protect civilians."



The first lady is not alone in urging her husband on. A number of Mr. Biden's closest allies, including Senator Chris Coons, Democrat of Delaware, have pressed the president to do more to increase humanitarian aid to Gaza and bring the war to a close, including by supporting restrictions on military aid to the Israelis.



Mr. Biden has faced growing alarm among other Democrats about his support for the war, as well as letters of internal dissent, including objections from officials at some 40 government agencies.



But the first lady occupies the most influential space within Mr. Biden's inner circle and is one of the few people who offer him an unvarnished opinion on matters of policy and politics.




The remains of Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza on March 31, after an Israeli operation. Mr. Biden's staunch support of Israel has put him at odds with many Democrats.




Dr. Biden has been against American involvement in overseas conflicts in the past, partly because her son Beau Biden had enlisted in the Delaware Army National Guard in 2003 and was deployed to Iraq in 2008. She supported her husband's decision to pull American troops out of Afghanistan, despite the deadly, chaotic effort that followed.



"I think he trusts my intuition as a spouse," she told The New York Times in an 
interview in 2021
, "not as a policy person or an adviser."



A person who attended a White House function during the winter of 2022 was surprised at the first lady's emotional response to someone praising the legacy of President George W. Bush: "He sent my son to war," Dr. Biden replied angrily. "He sent my son to war."



The conflict in Gaza is different. American troops are not on the ground, but Mr. Biden's staunch support of Israel over the past six months has put him squarely at odds with the majority of Americans who now oppose the Israeli campaign in Gaza, 
according
 to recent polling. Some Democratic voters in battleground states, including Michigan and Wisconsin, are warning the president that they will withdraw support for him should he continue to stand by Israel.



On Tuesday, Mr. Biden's remarks to the group came as he released a statement saying that he was outraged by the 
deaths of seven aid workers with the World Central Kitchen
 killed by Israeli airstrikes on Monday night. But so far there is no indication that the first lady's private urgings have prodded the president to change his policy toward Israel.



Mr. Biden is scheduled to speak with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel on Thursday, according to a senior administration official. That official, who was not authorized to speak publicly, said that Mr. Biden's anger and frustration had hit a peak in recent weeks.



Mr. Biden's steadfast support for Israel has made it more difficult for the first lady to do the kind of campaigning she has done over decades of marriage. Like her husband, Dr. Biden has been interrupted at several campaign events by people protesting American involvement in the conflict.



In 
Arizona
 in March, a Women for Biden event headlined by Dr. Biden was interrupted by protesters who demanded to know why the Bidens were supporting "genocide" in Gaza.



At other events that month, in Wisconsin and Vermont, people gathered outside of Democratic Party offices and homes of donors to protest American support for the war. A keynote address on March 23 that Dr. Biden delivered at a 
Human Rights Campaign dinner
 in Los Angeles was interrupted by a group of people who jumped up from their seats and began shouting "cease-fire now."



In that event, the first lady stayed quiet while the protesters were removed from the room amid chants of "four more years" by supporters. After they were gone, she resumed her speech.
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7 Aid Workers Killed in Gaza Were Known for a Passion for Helping Others



Gaza has been the deadliest place for aid workers since the Oct. 7 attacks.




Relatives and friends mourn the death of Saif Abu Taha, one of the seven workers with World Central Kitchen who was killed in Gaza when an aid convoy was fired on Monday night.




By Gaya Gupta


Apr 02, 2024


To those who knew them, the World Central Kitchen workers who were killed in Israeli airstrikes in Gaza on Monday were described as devoted humanitarians who would do anything they could to help those in need.



Six of them came from around the world to help deliver and distribute food throughout the enclave, joining the dozens of Gazans already dedicated to relief work. One was a local Palestinian who was excited about having a job that involved helping others. They had just left a food warehouse in Deir al Balah, a city in central Gaza, when Israeli airstrikes hit their convoy, despite the World Central Kitchen coordinating with the Israeli military. All seven of them were killed.



They are the latest casualties in the growing toll of aid workers killed in Israel's bombardment of Gaza, and they are among more than a dozen workers who have been killed while doing their jobs.



Gaza has been the deadliest place for aid workers since the Oct. 7 attacks. According to the 
Aid Worker Security Database
, a compilation of data on attacks funded by the United States Agency for International Development, 203 aid workers have been killed in Gaza since the war started. All were Palestinian, except for six of the World Central Kitchen workers most recently killed, who were citizens of Australia, the United States, Canada, Poland and Britain. As of Monday, 176 workers from UNRWA, the U.N. agency dedicated to Palestinians, have been killed, according to the group.



After Oct. 7, 161 aid workers were killed in Gaza in the last weeks of 2023. That total is larger than all aid worker deaths worldwide in every year since 1997, when the aid worker database started collecting figures.



Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Tuesday that Israel "deeply regrets" the attack on the World Central Kitchen convoy, a rare acknowledgment of an attack that killed aid workers, and the Israeli military said it was investigating the incident. Humanitarian personnel are protected by international law.



Saif Abu Taha, the sole Palestinian traveling with the convoy, had volunteered with World Central Kitchen when it set up operations in Gaza, said his older brother Shadi; the group said it later hired him. At 25, Saif was an enterprising young man who "wanted to do something for others," his brother said, adding that he worked in their father's business and spoke good English.



Shadi recalled seeing his brother depart on Monday for work with other members of the World Central Kitchen team. The workers "were so excited, like they were going to a wedding," he said, intending to go to the jetty in northern Gaza and unload the desperately needed food aid.



He never saw his brother again, he said.




Zomi Frankcom, right, in an undated photo.




Lalzawmi Frankcom, 43, who was known as Zomi, was the Australian worker who was killed on Monday. She began volunteering for the World Central Kitchen in 2018 and was hired the next year, according to her former partner, Josh Phelps.



Their last text exchange was on Sunday, just before she and the aid convoy set out from central Gaza. He sent her some photos from their time together delivering food on a reservation in South Dakota. She sent back a heart emoji.



A day later, he found out that she had been killed.



"Anywhere she needed to go, she was willing to go," he said. "She was following her dreams to make a life around the world."



Damian Sobol of Poland was described as "the Michael Jordan of humanitarian work" by a former colleague, Noah Sims, a chef in North Georgia who has been at the site of several World Central Kitchen disaster relief efforts.



They first met while feeding refugees in the southeastern Polish city of Przemysl, Mr. Sobol's hometown and where he had been studying hospitality.



"Anything I ever needed, Damian could get it done," Mr. Sims said.




Damian Sobol, center right, in Przemysl, Poland, in 2022.




According to the World Central Kitchen, three British citizens were also killed in the attack: John Chapman, 57; James Henderson, 33; and James Kirby, 47. All three of the men were part of the organization's security team. Local British media outlets described Mr. Chapman and Mr. Henderson as former Royal Marines who later turned to volunteer work.



In a statement, Mr. Chapman's family called him an "incredible father, husband, son and brother." 



"He was loved by many and will forever be a hero," it said.



The seventh worker, Jacob Flickinger, was a 33-year-old dual citizen of the United States and Canada, according to the World Central Kitchen, and worked on the group's relief team.



Kim Severson
 and 
Aaron Boxerman
 contributed reporting.
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How Jose Andres and His Corps of Cooks Became Leaders in Disaster Aid



Long before the killings of seven workers in Gaza, World Central Kitchen pioneered a new way to deliver emergency relief, using local labor and recipes.




Jose Andres, the Spanish chef who founded World Central Kitchen, delivering food in Kherson, Ukraine, in 2022.




By Kim Severson


Apr 02, 2024


World Central Kitchen
's rise as one of the world's most agile and far-flung emergency feeding operations has been fueled by two powerful forces: chefs who know how to organize kitchens quickly in the most extreme circumstances, and the undeniable charisma of the chef Jose Andres, a wealthy, well-connected 
restaurateur
 driven to feed people in disaster zones even when it seems impossible.



On Monday, seven workers from the organization 
were killed
 by an Israeli airstrike in the Gaza Strip. They had just unloaded 100 tons of food at a warehouse in Deir al Balah, a city in the central Gaza Strip, and were headed out in a car branded with the organization's logo and two armored vehicles. One of 
those killed
 was a dual citizen of the United States and Canada, and the others were from Australia, Britain, Gaza and Poland.



"I am heartbroken and grieving for their families and friends and our whole WCK family," 
Mr. Andres said in a statement on the social media platform X
. The organization has stopped feeding people there while it assesses what to do next.




Volunteers for World Central Kitchen cooking and packaging hot food last month for Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.




The scope of the global reaction to the killings -- in a war that has already resulted in the deaths of at least 203 other aid workers, according to 
the Aid Security Workers Database
 -- is, in part, a reflection of the visibility of World Central Kitchen.



The idea for the organization came to Mr. Andres in 2010, when he cooked with Haitians who were living in a camp after an earthquake. They taught him how to prepare beans as local cooks would, and he realized that making dishes specific to a region was essential to comforting people in a disaster. From there, he helped build schools and train cooks in Haiti and other countries.



His model -- using a network of local chefs to serve thousands of meals based on local recipes -- came together when he traveled to Houston to help after Hurricane Harvey in 2017.



Later that year, wearing an Orvis fly-fishing vest like a battle jacket with rolls of cash in one pocket and cigars in the other, he flew into Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. Much of the island was without power. The only water came from bottles. People were hungry. He tapped a few chef friends and started cooking, doing what government entities and more organized relief organizations like the Salvation Army couldn't. At one point, he persuaded federal agents on the ground to load food into their vehicles as they headed out to patrol.



All of the group's efforts centered on making hot food that was familiar to the people who were displaced. Some fresh fruit and a bowl of sancocho, a Puerto Rican stew that Mr. Andres and his crew made in oversize paella pans, were a lot more comforting than a government-issued M.R.E. or a box of processed American snacks.



"I am doing it without red tape and 100 meetings," he said at the time.




Mr. Andres, right, with Bill and Hillary Clinton in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria devastated the island in 2017.




Chris Barrett, an expert on international food assistance programs at Cornell University, said that among aid groups, World Central Kitchen has an unusually focused mission, with its special attention to cooking.



"They're a relatively small operation in broader humanitarian-assistance terms, but high visibility, in part because of their leadership, and in part because I think they represent a perspective that's different from mainstream humanitarian response," he said.



The group's presence in Gaza, Mr. Barrett said, has been especially important in the absence of a strong government-aid infrastructure there, and because there are few food businesses for the mostly displaced population and relief groups to tap. In Yemen and Syria, he noted, groups have used vouchers that people can redeem at stores, sparing them of some of the on-site cooking responsibilities that World Central Kitchen takes on.



Mr. Andres was named 
one of Time magazine's 100 most influential people
 in the world in 2018.  The ascent of World Central Kitchen came as many American chefs took up the role of political activist, whether fighting popular causes like feeding the hungry, pressing the government for Covid relief, speaking out against racism and sexual assault -- or, most recently, weighing in on the conflict in Gaza.



"Chefs are some of the most trusted and connected people in their communities," said Laura Hayes, the senior manager of an arm of World Central Kitchen called the 
Chef Corps
. "They have this innate drive to better their communities and help their neighbors."



Ms. Hayes coordinates a network of 400 chefs and restaurateurs who spring into action when a disaster hits, volunteering to find kitchens to use, food trucks to dispatch and recipes and ingredients that the people in need would find most comforting. World Central Kitchen also hires local cooks. 
Nearly 400 Palestinians
 work in the organization's 60 kitchens. "The quality of our food is the most important thing to us, along with speed and urgency," she said.



With big-name chefs behind it and a clear mission that Mr. Andres and his organization regularly broadcast from the scene on social media feeds, World Central Kitchen became a destination for people who wanted their donated dollars to reap tangible results. The group 
raised
 almost $30 million in 2019, then about $250 million in 2020.



In 2021, Jeff Bezos, the owner of The Washington Post, 
handed Mr. Andres $100 million
 through his annual 
Courage and Civility Award
. The chef plowed the money back into the organization. In 2022, World Central Kitchen took in 
$519 million
 in grants and donations.



The organization, by many accounts, was growing faster than its management structure could support. Last year, 
Bloomberg News reported
 allegations that Mr. Andres had pushed people to deliver food in unsafe conditions and that the group had not dealt properly with a senior manager accused of sexual harassing women. World Central Kitchen promised new safeguards, and 
dismissed the manager
 and Nate Mook, the chief executive officer.



The organization's work in Ukraine was its first in a war zone. In March, Gaza became its second, and showed how nimble World Central Kitchen's operations had become. Working out of dozens of community kitchens in Gaza, staff members and volunteers made hundreds of pans of mujadara, a lentil-and-rice dish with crispy fried onions, and assembled Ramadan food kits. The group sent in more than 1,700 trucks containing food and cooking equipment.



Sean Carroll, the chief executive of 
Anera,
 an aid group that has worked extensively with Mr. Andres's group to deliver meals in Gaza, said that World Central Kitchen's operations even in conflict zones had become experienced and highly professional.




Food en route last month in Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip.




World Central Kitchen, which initially struggled to get clearance to enter Gaza, advised Anera on the key elements of food aid, he said, such as the weight of a proper serving (one pound), how heavy a food delivery bag should be for someone who might struggle to carry it, and how many meals might be included in larger food packages.



The effort in Ukraine is by Mr. Andres's account 
the largest food relief operation
 in that country. It began feeding people in February 2022, shortly after the Russian invasion, serving more than 235 million meals there and to refugees in seven other countries. The Ukraine operation has attracted celebrities and star chefs like Rachael Ray, who is planning 
her fifth humanitarian
 visit in May, and 
volunteered with World Central Kitchen
.



A restaurant operated by the organization in Kharkiv, Ukraine, 
was hit by a missile
 at one point early in the war, wounding four staff members, 
a group official said
.



Kim O'Donnel,
 an author and food writer who lives in Seattle, spent a week volunteering for the organization in Przemysl, where she met Damian Sobol, 
one of the World Central Kitchen workers killed in Gaza.



The lack of safety protocols and instruction made her worry, she said.



"You were kind of on your own when you weren't working in the kitchen," she said. The border was less than a dozen miles away, and she thought the organization was not doing enough to remind people how close to war they were. Some volunteers would cross into Ukraine and have trouble getting back.



Ms. O'Donnel said the lack of a handbook or formal instruction on safety protocols available before she left was a red flag. "It definitely gave me cause to pause," she said. The work is vital, she said, but there are questions that should be asked.



"I am not casting blame," she said, "but I hope that this is an opportunity to step back a little bit and reflect."



Noah Weiland contributed reporting.



Audio produced by 
Tally Abecassis
.



Follow 
New York Times Cooking on Instagram
, 
Facebook
, 
YouTube
, 
TikTok
 and 
Pinterest
. 
Get regular updates from New York Times Cooking, with recipe suggestions, cooking tips and shopping advice
.
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A Times Photographer Went on a Gaza Airdrop. Here's What He Saw.



As humanitarian groups warn of a looming famine in northern Gaza, airdrops are playing a prominent role in efforts to deliver food and supplies, even if they are less efficient than delivery by truck.




The view from inside a C-130 military aircraft as the Jordanian air force dropped supplies over northern Gaza on Thursday.




Photographs by Diego Ibarra Sanchez
Text by Lars Dolder


Mar 30, 2024


The huge rear gate of the Jordanian air force cargo plane slowly lowers like a stiff iron jaw, revealing a hazy blue sky and, far below, the battered landscape of northern Gaza.



Inside the plane's cavernous hold, the aid being delivered by the crew is lined up in neat rows: chest-high bundles of boxes stacked atop wooden pallets, each one bound by shrink-wrap and heavy straps and marked with images of Jordan's flag.



As the light and the sound rush in, the bundles slide down rollers in the floor and disappear out the door, floating down under billowing parachutes as a silent, and most likely inadequate, offering to the desperate population below.



With humanitarian groups and others sounding the alarm 
over a looming famine
 in northern Gaza and hunger widespread throughout the territory, airdrops are playing a prominent role in efforts to deliver food, water and urgent supplies to Palestinians.



On Thursday, the Jordanian air force allowed a photographer for The New York Times on one of its planes to observe the airdrop of bundles of aid across northern Gaza. The trip, taking off and returning from Jordan's King Abdullah II air base, east of Amman, took several hours.



Countries including Jordan, the United States, Britain and France say the drops are helping compensate for 
a steep fall in the amount of aid entering Gaza
 by truck since Oct. 7, when Hamas led a deadly attack on Israel, and Israel responded with a monthslong military assault.



The United Nations and aid groups have complained that deliveries by truck are being slowed by Israel's insistence on inspecting all supplies going into Gaza. Most aid trucks have been allowed in through just two border crossings -- one from Egypt and one from Israel -- in southern Gaza.



Israel has maintained that disorganization among aid groups is responsible for slow deliveries of aid to Palestinians and that much of the aid is diverted to Hamas or the black market, though it is not possible to verify those claims.



One of the few alternatives is dropping supplies from the sky, a process that takes only minutes in the air but extensive bureaucracy and hours of preparation on the ground.



The dozens of pallets pushed out of the planes on Thursday included thousands of meals, the Jordanians said. But airdrops are inefficient and expensive, humanitarian officials say, with even big military cargo planes delivering less than a single convoy of trucks could.



And 
the airdrops can be dangerous
: This week, Gazan authorities said 12 people drowned while trying to retrieve assistance that had fallen into the ocean. 




Part of northern Gaza, as seen from the Jordanian military plane.
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The scene is as spectacular as it is dangerous: flowing rivers of shimmering lava and a dramatic plume of toxic gas.



That image has been the reality for much of the past four months in the Reykjanes Peninsula in southern Iceland, which the country's tourism website has called a "geological wonder where lighthouses outnumber villages."



A series of volcano eruptions began in December after hundreds of earthquakes shook the peninsula, cracking open a fissure that sent lava spewing into a residential neighborhood for the first time in more than four decades. The volcanic system has erupted several more times since then.



Grindavik, a fishing town of more than 3,500 people about 30 miles southwest of the country's capital, Reykjavik, has been evacuated, and the nearby 
Blue Lagoon,
 a popular geothermal spa, 
has been largely closed
 since early November.








While much of life goes on in the rest of Iceland, the eruptions have had an effect beyond the peninsula, disrupting the tourism operations of a country that 
relies heavily on visitors
.



Icelandair said it has seen a negative impact on bookings because of the threat of the eruptions. While the overall number of passengers carried by the airline in February increased compared to last year, the number flying to Iceland dropped by 8 percent, according to the airline.



While the eruptions continue, the situation has been "steady" this week, according to the Icelandic Meteorological Office, the country's weather service. But lava continues to flow from three craters toward Grindavik, the service said.



The eruptions also produce high levels of gas pollution. The concentration of sulfur dioxide in the air is "very unhealthy," according to the Met Office, which added that "people are likely to experience respiratory symptoms if exposed."








The Blue Lagoon, a spa and hotel complex in Grindavik, is closed at the moment. It first temporarily shut its doors in November after thousands of earthquakes, signs of the impending eruption, hit the region.



The resort has reopened occasionally, but has been closed for more than 85 days since then, the hotel said in an email. It is currently on its sixth closure since Nov. 9.



Lava damaged several houses in Grindavik when it breached a defense wall that was supposed to route it away from the town.



Around the town, earthquakes caused cracks in the streets. Breaks in the roads have been filled with gravel.



The authorities continue to warn visitors to stay away from the eruption site. "The edges of the new lava field are unstable and large chunks of lava can fall suddenly," the Met Office said,
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Leader of South Africa's Assembly Resigns Amid Corruption Allegations



The legal problems of Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula expose the governing African National Congress to one of its biggest weaknesses -- corruption allegations -- ahead of a crucial national election.




Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, speaker of the National Assembly of South Africa, earlier this year.




By John Eligon


Apr 03, 2024


The speaker of South Africa's National Assembly resigned on Wednesday, a day after a judge cleared the way for her to be arrested on charges that she took bribes when she served as defense minister.



The resignation of the speaker, Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, comes amid a tense, weekslong standoff with law enforcement officials over a corruption case that has dealt a blow to the governing African National Congress two months before a critical national election.



On Tuesday, a judge threw out Ms. Mapisa-Nqakula's court application seeking to prevent her arrest. As of Wednesday afternoon, she had not turned herself in to the authorities.



Ms. Mapisa-Nqakula, who fought against the apartheid regime as an A.N.C. activist in exile, maintained her innocence in a news release announcing her resignation. Part of her decision to step down, she said, was to "protect the image of our organization, the African National Congress."



"My resignation is in no way an indication or admission of guilt regarding the allegations being leveled against me," she added. "I have made this decision in order to uphold the integrity and sanctity of our Parliament."



The National Assembly is the more powerful of the two houses of South Africa's Parliament.



Her potential arrest exposes the A.N.C. to one of its greatest vulnerabilities -- charges of corruption -- ahead of elections on May 29 in which the party faces the threat of losing its absolute majority in the national government for the first time since the end of apartheid 30 years ago.



A.N.C. leaders have faced a litany of corruption allegations over the years that have ignited public furor as the country and many of its citizens struggle economically. Most notably, investigators found that Jacob Zuma, a former president of the party and the nation, oversaw the widespread looting of state coffers to enrich himself, his family and his friends.



If she is arrested, she would be one of the highest ranking A.N.C. officials to face criminal charges for conduct in office, after Mr. Zuma, who faces charges for actions that occurred a generation ago, when he was vice president. (Since departing office, he has left the A.N.C. and formed his own party.)



But in some ways, Ms. Mapisa-Nqakula's case provides an opportunity for the party to show that it is tackling potential wrongdoing among its members.



Under the current president, Cyril Ramaphosa, the A.N.C. has said it is aggressively working to root out corruption in its ranks. The party suggested in a statement released on Tuesday that Ms. Mapisa-Nqakula would be forced to step aside from her role in the party and in government while facing criminal charges, under a rule that the organization put in place in recent years. Her resignation seems to render that moot.



Ms. Mapisa-Nqakula, 67, served as the minister of defense and military veterans from 2014 to 2021. During her final year on the job, some of the worst rioting of South Africa's democratic era erupted in parts of the country, and Mr. Ramaphosa called it an attempted insurrection. Ms. Mapisa-Nqakula publicly contradicted her boss, saying that the violence was not an insurrection. Shortly afterward, she was removed as minister and became the National Assembly speaker.



She has argued that the prosecution's case against her is a politically motivated attempt to tarnish her reputation and the A.N.C.'s during campaign season.



Ms. Mapisa-Nqakula is accused of soliciting more than 2.3 million rand ($123,000) worth of bribes from a defense contractor in exchange for awarding contracts between 2016 and 2019. The police raided her home last month. After the raid, she filed an application in court making the unusual demand that prosecutors turn over their evidence to her before her arrest, arguing that their case was weak.



In a court affidavit challenging her arrest, Ms. Mapisa-Nqakula said that prosecutors were abusing their powers for political purposes, as the apartheid-era government did. She feared, she said, "that this practice has once again reared its ugly head and, if not stopped, carries the real risk of further fraying the constitutional fabric of our young democracy."



In dismissing the effort to prevent her arrest, Justice Sulet Potterill said on Tuesday that 
"the floodgates will be opened"
 for every suspect to ask the court to stop his or her arrest "on speculation that there is a weak case."
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An Ozempic Relative Slowed Parkinson's Disease in a Small Study



The trial lasted only one year but offered embers of hope to some experts.




Lixisenatide, which is in the same class of GLP-1 drugs as Ozempic and Wegovy, slowed the progress of Parkinson's in some patients in a small study.




By Gina Kolata


Apr 03, 2024


In 1817, James Parkinson 
expressed a hope
 about the disease that is named after him. He thought that at some point there would be a discovery and "the progress of the disease may be stopped."



Now, nearly 200 years since Parkinson expressed his hope, and after four decades of unsuccessful clinical trials, a group of French researchers reports the first glimmer of success -- a modest slowing of the disease in a one-year study.



And the drug they used? A so-called GLP-1 receptor agonist, similar to the wildly popular drugs 
Ozempic, for diabetes, and Wegovy, for obesity
.



As many as 
half a million
 Americans have been diagnosed with Parkinson's disease, a degenerative brain illness second only to Alzheimer's in prevalence.



Symptoms include tremors, slowness and stiffness, and difficulty with balance. That can lead to difficulty walking, talking and swallowing. Many patients develop dementia.



But there are drugs and treatments, like deep brain stimulation, that help, said Dr. David Standaert, a Parkinson's expert at the University of Alabama at Birmingham.



"You will look and feel much better," Dr. Standaert said. The problem is that the disease inexorably progresses.



"When you get five or 10 years into Parkinson's, a lot of problems emerge," he said.



The new study gave researchers cautious hope.



It is not a slam dunk, but it is "nibbling at the edges of disease modification," said Dr. Michael S. Okun, a Parkinson's disease expert at the University of Florida who was not involved in the study.



Dr. Standaert, who also was not involved in the trial, said it was "a really encouraging step forward."



"There were so many trials that showed no success," he added.



Dr. Hyun Joo Chu at the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke said the study was "very important" but cautioned that it was a Phase 2 study, designed to test a hypothesis but not big enough or long enough to be definitive.



"There are many many examples of very promising Phase 2 trials," she said. "People get very excited, and then it doesn't pan out."



The 
paper
, published Wednesday in The New England Journal of Medicine, involved 156 people with early Parkinson's disease who were randomly assigned to take the drug -- lixisenatide, made by Sanofi -- or a placebo and followed for a year. The trial was funded by the French government and Cure Parkinson's, a British charity.



During that time, Parkinson's symptoms like tremor, stiffness, slowness and balance worsened in those taking the placebo but not in those taking the drug.



The drug also caused gastrointestinal side effects like nausea and vomiting in more than half of the participants, perhaps because the researchers started with the highest dose instead of gradually increasing it as is done with GLP-1 drugs like Ozempic or Wegovy. In a third of participants, whose side effects became intolerable, the researchers halved their dose.



For the European researchers, led by Dr. Wassilios G. Meissner of the University of Bordeaux and Dr. Olivier Rascol of the University of Toulouse, it made sense to see if a GLP-1 drug could slow Parkinson's.



Studies have repeatedly found that people with Type 2 diabetes are at increased risk for Parkinson's disease, Dr. Rascol said. But that increased risk declines in those who take a GLP-1 drug to treat their diabetes.



He added that post-mortem studies of brain tissue from Parkinson's patients had found abnormalities related to insulin resistance, even though the patients did not have diabetes. GLP-1 drugs treat insulin resistance.



Finally, he said, GLP-1 drugs can attach to proteins in neurons, so they may affect the brain in different ways.



The French group says it wants to do a larger and longer study if it can get funding, and if it can get more of the drug. At the start of this year, Sanofi withdrew the drug in the U.S. and said it has started withdrawing it worldwide. The move was made for business reasons, a company spokesman said.



But what about Parkinson's patients who have diabetes or obesity? They are eligible for a GLP-1 drug. Should they take one in the hopes it will slow their Parkinson's?



"It is reasonable" for them to take the drugs, said Dr. Standaert, who wrote an 
editorial
 accompanying the study.



But, he cautioned, they will not be able to tell if the drugs have caused their disease progression to slow because they won't know what would have happened if they had not taken it.



"We won't learn anything from it," he said.
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Canadian Politicians Were Targeted by China in 2021, Report Says



Lawmakers testified at a public hearing on foreign interference that they had been caught in China's cross hairs after criticizing it over human rights.




Since President Xi Jinping's rise to power, China has stepped up efforts to sway elections in Canada and other countries, according to intelligence officials, academics and members of the diaspora.




By Norimitsu Onishi


Apr 04, 2024


A top-secret intelligence report drafted a week before Canada's 2021 general election warned about ongoing attempts by the Chinese government to meddle in specific races, saying that Beijing had "identified Canadian politicians considered" to be opponents of China.



Those politicians had become the targets of a shadowy media campaign, with suspected links to the Chinese government, that spread "false narratives" about them and encouraged Canadians to vote against them.



The intelligence about possible interference in Canada's last general election was included in documents released on Wednesday at a 
public hearing
 before a commission investigating foreign interference. Their release followed Canadian news reports over the past year outlining the Chinese government's actions and raised concerns about the vulnerability of Canada's democratic institutions.



Canadian politicians believed to have been targeted by Beijing also testified at the hearing on Wednesday, saying that they had drawn the ire of the Chinese government by criticizing its record on human rights, among other issues.



Kenny Chiu, a 
former member of Parliament
 from the Vancouver area whose 2021 loss has been at the heart of investigations into Chinese election interference,  said he was dismayed to learn Wednesday that intelligence officials had been aware of China's actions at the time of the election but had not told him.



"It's almost like I was drowning and they were watching," said Mr. Chiu, a Conservative Party member who was a fierce critic of Beijing's security crackdown in Hong Kong. He was also the chief proponent of a bill to create a registry of foreign agents in Canada to try to curb foreign interference.




Kenny Chiu, a former member of Parliament, appears to have been targeted by supporters of China.




The public hearings in Ottawa are part of a federal inquiry into interference in Canada's political system by China and other nations, especially the past two general elections. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau agreed to call the inquiry in September after facing increasing criticism in the news media and by opposition politicians.



The Chinese Embassy in Canada has denied interfering in the elections of Canada or any other country.



The Chinese government is believed to have 
backed candidates
 considered friendly to Beijing, most of whom belonged to Mr. Trudeau's Liberal Party, according to the Canadian news media.



By contrast, the Chinese government is believed to have opposed candidates of the Conservative Party, which took a harder line on human rights and a host of other issues related to China. The intelligence report drafted a week before the 2021 election said that the media campaign aimed "to discourage voters from voting for the Conservative Party."



Since 
President Xi Jinping's rise to power
, China has stepped up efforts to sway elections in Canada and other countries, according to intelligence officials, academics and members of the diaspora.



The Chinese government has typically expanded its influence through diaspora community organizations, Chinese-language news media and social media worldwide. Community organizations have become increasingly  fearful of offending the Chinese government, according to Chinese-Canadian activists in Vancouver and Toronto.



Jenny Kwan -- a veteran member of Parliament from Vancouver who was told by Canadian intelligence that she has been a target of Chinese interference -- testified Wednesday that once-friendly Chinese-Canadian community organizations in Vancouver had distanced themselves from her since 2019.



"In the beginning, it was a little more subtle, and then it became more and more obvious," said Ms. Kwan, a member of the New Democratic Party who has been a vocal critic of China's human rights record.



An intelligence report released on Wednesday said that in Vancouver, in the 2019 election, proxy agents for the Chinese government "coordinated the exclusion of particular political candidates, perceived as 'anti-China,' from attending local community events related to the election."



In the 2021 election, Mr. Chiu had been leading in polls, but he lost his race after facing what he called a "tsunami" of untraceable attacks on the Chinese-owned networking app, WeChat. The attacks portrayed Mr. Chiu, who is Chinese Canadian, as a traitor to his community and his foreign registry bill as a racist assault on all people of Chinese descent.



The attacks, coming toward the end of the campaign in 2021, had an immediate impact, Mr. Chiu testified. When he went knocking on doors, he found that onetime supporters had turned on him. He said he remembered the face of one woman who, on seeing him, showed "a deep sense of hurt."



"She says she's not going to vote for us because we hate China, because we hate them," Mr. Chiu said.



Testifying on Wednesday, Erin O'Toole, the leader of the Conservatives in 2021, said he believed that the Conservatives had lost five to nine districts because of foreign interference, including Mr. Chiu's.



"Certainly nowhere enough to change the results of the election," Mr. O'Toole said, referring to the overall outcome. "But for people in those seats, if they were undergoing intimidation or suppression measures, their democratic rights were being trampled upon by foreign actors."



In the 2021 election, the Conservatives won the popular vote, but Mr. Trudeau's party won the most seats and stayed in office as a minority government.
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A Look at Taiwan's Strongest Earthquakes



Earthquakes of similar intensity to the one that hit the island on Wednesday have caused large-scale death and destruction.




A 17-story apartment building that collapsed after an earthquake in Tainan, Taiwan, in 2016.




By Mike Ives


Apr 03, 2024


The magnitude 7.4 earthquake that hit Taiwan on Wednesday morning was the strongest in 25 years, the island's Central Weather Administration said.



At least four people died after the quake struck off Taiwan's east coast, officials said. 



Here's a look back at some of the major earthquakes in modern Taiwanese history:



Taichung, 1935



Taiwan's deadliest quake registered 
a magnitude of 7.1
 and struck near the island's west coast in April 1935, killing more than 3,200 people, according to the Central Weather Administration. More than 12,000 others were injured and more than 50,000 homes were destroyed or damaged.



Tainan, 1941



A magnitude 7.3 earthquake in December 1941, which struck southwestern Taiwan, caused several hundred deaths, the United States Geological Survey said.



Chi-Chi, 1999



A 
7.6 magnitude earthquake
 in central Taiwan killed nearly 2,500 people in September 1999. The quake, which struck about 90 miles south-southwest of Taipei, was the second-deadliest in the island's history, according to the U.S.G.S. and the Central Weather Administration. More than 10,000 people were injured and more than 100,000 homes were destroyed or damaged.



Yujing, 2016



A 
6.4 magnitude earthquake
 in February 2016 caused a 17-story apartment complex in southwestern Taiwan to collapse, 
killing at least 114 people
. The U.S.G.S. later said that 90 earthquakes of that scale or greater had occurred within 250 kilometers, or 155 miles, of that quake's location over the previous 100 years.
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Psychedelic Rock and Tammy's Lunch Box: A Small City's Big Eclipse Plans



Let the big cities have their eclipse mega-events. In Plattsburgh, N.Y., success looks different for everyone stopping to look up.




Ursa and the Major Key, a local band in Plattsburgh, N.Y., landed an unusual gig later this month: opening for an eclipse.




By Michael Wilson


Apr 03, 2024


There were five cars in the crowded driveway, one for each of the young men in the cramped basement running through their band's new songs. Their last real gig was on New Year's Eve, and now it was late March. The keyboard player was keeping an eye on the time because he had to get to a piano lesson soon. He's the teacher.



Here in Plattsburgh, N.Y., people seem set in their ways with music. If only the psychedelic rock band could break through. Just one right-place, right-time, honest-to-God show where newcomers might actually hear their stuff.



And suddenly, there they are, in the emphatically, improbably, shockingly right place -- Plattsburgh -- at precisely and cosmically the right time, when the moon is projected to pass across the face of the sun in a perfect eclipse.



And their band, 
Ursa and the Major Key
, has been chosen to perform April 8 as the opening act.



"We're making sure to breathe," said Nelson Moore, 28, the band's drummer, adding: "I sometimes get a little bit of stage fright."



The crowd size remains a guess. "I've heard people say get gas, or get stocked up on food," said his brother, Eli Moore, 25, a vocalist. "This could be something."



The 
eclipse's path of totality
 looks like a sash across the United States, stretching from its shoulder to its opposite hip, with countless towns and citizens holding viewing parties large and small, in parks and on mountaintops and in backyards. Plattsburgh, population 20,000 and smack in that path, is bracing for several times that number of tourists.



The city, close enough to Montreal that one might hear as much French spoken as English in the summer months, is nearly large enough to survive all the visitors, but small enough to harbor a little bit of collective optimism, that this fluke of light and shadow could lead to something bigger.



A nearby hotel took a reservation for the eclipse seven years ago, in 2017, with a pen and paper because the computer couldn't book rooms that far ahead. But last-minute preparations are everywhere, many focused on the main event: a 
public viewing party at the Plattsburgh City Beach
.



The beach is normally closed in April and doesn't open until Memorial Day. On a recent visit, a frigid wind blew through the rib-cage frame of an empty gazebo, past a brick cabana bar and public restrooms with no running water because the pipes could still freeze.



Scott Dubrey, 45, grew up coming here with his parents and siblings. "It was busy back then, super, super busy," he said. "You couldn't move on this beach."




Scott Dubrey, Plattsburgh's recreation leader, is preparing the city's beach for a crowd of unknown size.




As the recreation leader for the city, he's in charge of fixing it up for the eclipse. A recent snowstorm halted work for a couple days, but it soon resumed.



"We have a tractor with two rakes," he said, looking at the damp, cool sand. "We have what we call a York rake and a surf rake. The surf rake can nitpick all the stones and sticks and stuff."



Standing in the sand, facing away from the lake and toward the empty cabana area, he thought of those summers here as a boy, and allowed himself to imagine what this eclipse party might lead to. Maybe a full-time food vendor. This could be something.



"It doesn't have to be much," he said. "Hot dogs and hamburgers."



On the day itself, visitors will be fed primarily by a food truck called Tammy's Lunch Box, a mainstay at high school games, the parking lot of a hospital and weekend breakfasts at a maple farm known for its syrup. The truck's owner and namesake, Tammy Deno, has no comparable event to look back on for guidance. She flipped a big wall calendar to last April -- blank.




For Tammy Deno, the owner of Tammy's Lunch Box, the eclipse presents both opportunities and problems.




She pulled up a web page for the beach event. "Right now it's 800-something interested and 47 people going," she said, shaking her head. "Facebook crap."



She's keeping it simple, leaving behind popular items like taco boats in favor of staples: hamburgers and hot dogs, including a local variety with meat sauce called a Michigan.



And what about traffic? When a food truck runs low on supplies, it goes and gets more. But when it's trapped in a crowded parking lot on a beach, it's not really a food truck anymore. It's just a tiny kitchen that's out of burgers.



"It's almost like talking to me about my grandchildren that I don't have," she said. "You pray for the best." As for the once-in-a-lifetime total eclipse: "Doesn't thrill me at all. I probably won't even get to see it."



She bristles at reports of area hotels jacking up their rates for the night. And yet, she softens a little at the thought of her bottom line. "If it turns out great, it will be a leg up," she said.



For Ed Guenther, 62, an outdoor guide, scoutmaster and amateur astronomer, it is as if life has led him to this day.




Ed Guenther, an astronomy enthusiast, has been tracking the weather in Plattsburgh every April 8 for years.




"My default is to go outside and look up," he said. "This is something I learned how to do when I was 4. I used to go hunting with my dad -- my dad was a navigator in World War II. He did everything by the stars."



He watched a total eclipse in Oregon in 2017, and can still hear the audible awe -- the "whoa" -- that swept the surrounding crowd. Eclipse-chasing friends from that day are gathering for this one in Texas, where the skies are likely to be clear. Plattsburgh is often overcast this time of year, sometimes for hours, sometimes for days.



But Mr. Guenther is stubbornly staying put, and will be at the beach with his large telescope and powerful solar filter.



"We get some incredibly clear skies out here," he said defiantly on the beach in late March. "I was able to see 104 separate areas of the sun at one time. I've never been able to do that."



To prove his point, year after year since the Oregon eclipse, he has gone outside on April 8 at around 3 p.m. to check and photograph the conditions. It's as if the 4-year-old boy inside the 62-year-old man is willing the sky to be clear.



"It's a blue sky, every year," he said. "Hopefully I haven't cursed myself."



For Ursa and the Major Key, preparing for a gig of unknown size, the set list is taking shape. They will perform on a wooden stage delivered to the beach on wheels.



"We've played on that stage before," said Tyler Bosley, 29, the guitarist. "But not at that location."



"At the Naked Turtle?" Eli Moore asked.



"The sewage plant!" corrected his brother, Nelson. They went back to rehearsing an on-point Pink Floyd cover. ("I'll see you on the dark side of the moon.")



The notion that they could be noticed on Monday, that it could all lead somewhere, is a powerful daydream, and Eli is quick to pump the brakes.



"This concept of the big break in the music industry -- not to be pessimistic, but it doesn't really work like that," he said. "Somebody came up to me and was like, 'This is huge they're having you do it!' And I was like, 'Is it?'"



Maybe not. But it could be something.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/nyregion/solar-eclipse-plattsburgh-ny.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




New York Prisoners, Denied a Solar Eclipse Viewing, Sue the State



Six men at an upstate New York prison said that the eclipse had religious significance and that a statewide lockdown order preventing them from watching it violated their rights.




The Woodbourne Correctional Facility in Sullivan County will be under lockdown during the total solar eclipse on Monday.




By Erin Nolan


Apr 03, 2024


When the moon crosses in front of the sun on Monday afternoon and, for a few minutes, casts a shadow over much of New York State, millions of people will be able to witness the rare celestial event just by looking up. Inmates in the state's prisons will not.



Last month, the state's Department of Corrections and Community Supervision announced that, because of safety concerns, all New York prisons would be locked down during the 
solar eclipse
.



In response, six men at an upstate prison filed a federal lawsuit against the department on Friday, arguing that denying them the opportunity to view the eclipse would violate their constitutional right to practice their religion.



The men, who are incarcerated at Woodbourne Correctional Facility in Sullivan County, come from varying religious backgrounds, but all believe that the upcoming solar eclipse "is a religious event that they must witness and reflect on to observe their faiths," according to court documents.



"Many religions recognize the significance of this historic eclipse, and we are advocating for everyone's right to observe it," said Chris McArdle, a lawyer representing the plaintiffs. 



The Bible describes an eclipse-like event during Jesus' crucifixion, and according to the Hadith, a sacred Islamic text, there was a similar phenomenon after the death of the Prophet Muhammad's son.



One of the men who filed the lawsuit, Jeremy Zielinski, is an atheist, and said he believed eclipses were special times to "celebrate science, reason and all things Atheism," according to court documents.



In January, Mr. Zielinski was the first to request permission to view the eclipse from Woodbourne's main yard, according to court documents. After several weeks of back and forth, prison officials approved Mr. Zielinski's request and even said they would provide him with solar eclipse safety glasses, prosecutors said.



Mr. Zielinski soon learned that other people in the prison also considered eclipses religiously significant and were interested in viewing the eclipse. He renewed his initial request and asked that others be permitted to watch alongside him.



"It frankly would be incredibly sad to be the only person able to see this event," Mr. Zielinski wrote in the request. He added, "Eclipses are important because they inspire awe and deep reflection, and are a rare opportunity for everyone to come together, enjoy our common humanity, and share joy at being alive."



Then, on March 11, the state corrections department's acting commissioner, Daniel F. Martuscello III, issued a statewide memo ordering that all correctional facilities be locked down on the day of the eclipse from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. -- the normal hours for outdoor recreation.



"Incarcerated individuals will remain in housing units except for emergency situations," Mr. Martuscello said in the memo.



He added that there would be no visitation that day at the 23 facilities in the 
path of totality
 -- where the moon passes directly over the sun and temporarily blocks all sunlight -- and that visitation would end at 2 p.m. at all other prisons.



These measures, Mr. Martuscello said in the memo, were to "ensure the safety of staff, visitors and the incarcerated population, and to ensure the integrity of our facilities during this event."



He said the department would, however, distribute safety glasses at prisons in the path of totality.



Mr. McArdle said the department had failed to adequately explain why the eclipse was a safety concern.



"There's some level of darkness every night when the sun goes down, so they should know how to deal with that," he said, noting there was no such directive for the partial solar eclipse in 2017.



A department spokesman declined to elaborate on why additional safety precautions were deemed necessary during the eclipse, saying in a statement that the department does not comment on pending litigation.



The lockdown announcement was a blow to Mr. Zielinski and other inmates.



"I never could have imagined anyone who fancies themselves a responsible official would try to tell people they can't see the sky, let alone during a celestial event as rare as a total eclipse," Mr. Zielinski, 40, said Tuesday.



After the order was issued, the five other men who are now plaintiffs sought permission to view the eclipse in Woodbourne's main yard. Their requests were either ignored or denied by officials who said the solar eclipse was not listed as a holy day for their religions, according to court documents.



Some of the men worried they might not see the next total solar eclipse in the United States, due in 2044.



Jean Marc Desmarat, a plaintiff who is Muslim, wrote in court documents, "The eclipse is the last eclipse that will happen for 20 years and I am 60 years old."



Mr. Zielinski said Tuesday he was hopeful the decision would be reversed in time.



"The sky is so innate to daily experience and we barely think of it. No one should miss seeing it transform," he said. "It's a view of reality we never otherwise get to see."



The path of totality includes 29 counties in northern and western New York. Places outside that area are 
still expected to experience a dramatic partial eclipse
.
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Late Winter Storms Spare California From Drought Pain, for Now



A rush of precipitation lifted the state to its second straight year with above-average snowfall, though Gov. Gavin Newsom warned residents not to grow used to it.




South Lake Tahoe was under a rare blizzard warning in early March.




By Jill Cowan


Apr 02, 2024


The Sierra Nevada in California was so bereft of snow in December that skiers and farmers alike worried that a disappointing winter was sure to give way to a drought-ridden spring and summer.



Then came a deluge in subsequent months, enough to bring the state back to a normal snowfall level and then some, state leaders announced on Tuesday during the most crucial snow measurement of the year. The snowpack in the Sierra Nevada on Tuesday stood at 110 percent of average for early April, an encouraging sign that the state would have plenty of water -- at least, in the months ahead.



"Average is awesome," Karla Nemeth, director of the state's Department of Water Resources, said from a field blanketed in white and ringed by evergreen trees near the headwaters of the south fork of the American River near Lake Tahoe.



The store of snow sitting atop the Sierra Nevada, the state's biggest mountain range, is by far the largest and most important reservoir in California. In the dry months to come, the snow will melt and course downhill, replenishing scarce water supplies.



For the second straight year, Californians navigated flood watches and blizzard warnings in February and March, as a string of big storms caused mudslides and snarled traffic, 
particularly in Southern California
. This past weekend, a storm once again caused the collapse of a section of 
Highway 1 in the Big Sur area.



But Gov. Gavin Newsom warned residents not to grow too comfortable with heavy precipitation and pointed to the month-to-month swings as indicative of how California's weather patterns had become ever more erratic.



"Extremes are becoming the new reality," Mr. Newsom said. "One weather system or one weather year doesn't necessarily make a trend."



The beginning of April is a particularly important moment for gauging California's water status in the increasingly wide swings between deluge and drought. It is the time of year when residents expect storms to begin to disappear for months.



A year ago, after a procession of atmospheric rivers wreaked havoc on unprepared communities from the coast to the mountains, the same spot where Mr. Newsom and water officials stood Tuesday was covered in more than 10 feet of snow. Only half that amount is there this year.



But state leaders were nonetheless cheerful. Consider this: Nine years ago, Gov. Jerry Brown stood in that very same meadow "unable to find a shred of snow," Wade Crowfoot, secretary of California's natural resources agency, said.



In the years that followed, the state would become even drier. Millions of acres of tinder-dry vegetation burned in 2020. Heading into last year, one of California's wettest years on record, six million Californians were under water rationing rules, Mr. Crowfoot said, "and we were planning for a whole lot more."



Mr. Newsom emphasized that the state still had to prepare for future droughts. California's water system, he said, "was designed for a world that no longer exists." Climate models show that the American West will have to contend with less and less water as temperatures rise to dangerous levels during the summer.



Mr. Newsom said the state's leaders weren't letting up on projects aimed at capturing and storing water when it is available. He said the state has spent $9 billion on water projects just in the last three years.



"We recognize our responsibility," he said. "There's nothing normal about this average year."
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Contradicting Trump, Ruby Garcia's Sister Says He Never Contacted Family



The former president held up the death of a young Michigan woman at a campaign rally as an example of what he calls "migrant crime," and claimed to have spoken to her family.




At his rally in Grand Rapids, Mich., on Tuesday, former President Donald J. Trump described Ruby Garcia, 25, and her killing at length.




By Anjali Huynh


Apr 03, 2024


The sister of the young Michigan woman whose killing has become the latest flashpoint for Republicans on illegal immigration is pushing back on former President Donald J. Trump, criticizing him for using her sister's death to score political points and contradicting his claims that he contacted the family.



At an 
event in Grand Rapids, Mich.
, on Tuesday, Mr. Trump described Ruby Garcia, 25, and her killing at length. The man charged with her death was in the United States unlawfully, according to immigration officials, something that Mr. Trump seized on in his remarks to describe Ms. Garcia as a "beautiful young woman who was savagely murdered by an illegal alien criminal." He also told the crowd that he had spoken to her family.



But that wasn't true, the sister, Mavi Garcia, said, adding that the family was upset by what they heard while watching the remarks in real time.



"He did not speak with any of us, so it was kind of shocking seeing that he had said that he had spoke with us, and misinforming people on live TV," Mavi Garcia, who has acted as a spokeswoman for her family, said 
in an interview with WOOD-TV8
, the NBC affiliate for West Michigan.



She faulted Mr. Trump for framing her sister's death as a border issue.



"It's always been about illegal immigrants," she told the news station. "Nobody really speaks about when Americans do heinous crimes, and it's kind of shocking why he would just bring up illegals. What about Americans who do heinous crimes like this?"



Mr. Trump, at the rally in Grand Rapids, brought up Ruby Garcia and other victims of violent crimes as he railed against what he called a "border blood bath." He has focused heavily on immigration and the border to try to win over voters by claiming that the influx of migrants at the southern border is contributing to an increase in crime in the United States, a connection that available data does not support.



Mr. Trump described Ms. Garcia in his remarks, saying: "They said she just had just this most contagious laughter, and when she walked into a room, she lit up that room. And I've heard that from so many people -- I spoke to some of her family."



He did not make clear whom he had spoken with, and his campaign did not respond to questions about whether he had communicated with any members of the Garcia family.



Mavi Garcia did not return requests for comment from The New York Times, but she told 
The Washington Post
 and 
ABC News
 that Mr. Trump did not speak with her "immediate family."



Ruby Garcia, who was found dead on the side of a Grand Rapids highway on March 22, according to 
local news reports
, was one of several victims of high-profile crimes purportedly committed by illegal immigrants that Republicans have sought to highlight.



The police have said that she was dating the man charged with her death, Brandon Ortiz-Vite, 25, who first entered the country unlawfully as a child, according to a statement from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.



After Mr. Ortiz-Vite was arrested on charges unrelated to immigration in August 2020, he was found inadmissible and deported to Mexico in September 2020, during Mr. Trump's administration, an I.C.E. spokesman said. The agency said Mr. Ortiz-Vite came back to the United States "at an unknown date and location."



Court records show that Mr. Ortiz-Vite was charged with homicide and other crimes in the case involving Ms. Garcia, and will appear in court on April 9.



At a campaign event in Georgia 
last month
, Mr. Trump met with the family of 
Laken Riley
, a 22-year-old nursing student at Augusta University, in Georgia, whose body was found in February in a wooded area on the campus of the University of Georgia in Athens. The man charged with her murder is an undocumented immigrant from Venezuela, and Republicans have used Ms. Riley's death to rally around calls for additional border security measures.



Mr. Trump 
recently derailed a bipartisan border deal
 in the Senate by urging Republicans not to support it, in a move that prevented a political win for President Biden and allowed Mr. Trump to continue campaigning on the issue.



On Monday, before the event in Michigan, Mr. Trump referred to Ruby Garcia in a conversation with Justin Barclay, a Detroit radio host, saying: "I'd love to have her family there, if they'd like to be there. It'd be my honor."



Ahead of his remarks on Tuesday, his campaign distributed packets featuring photos of Ms. Garcia and others they said had been affected by crimes involving undocumented immigrants. During the event, Mr. Trump described Ms. Garcia as an "incredible young woman," though at one point mistakenly said she was 17 years old.



Local Democrats pre-emptively criticized Mr. Trump for planning to make Ms. Garcia part of his campaign rally.



Senator Debbie Stabenow, Democrat of Michigan, said in a press call on Tuesday morning that Mr. Trump was "exploiting" Ms. Garcia's death, calling his use of her story to press a political point "shameful." 
Some Democrats
 and 
local officials
 have attributed her death to domestic violence.



Speaking with the local station, Mavi Garcia described her sister as a "very happy person, a very generous person" who "could light up a room," and said that she was disappointed by Mr. Trump's focus on undocumented immigrants in talking about her sister's death. The "focus should be on my sister right now, on who she was in life," Mavi Garcia said.



"After I heard a couple of misinformations that he had said, I kind of just stopped watching it," she said of Mr. Trump's remarks.
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Trump Again Invokes 'Blood Bath' and Dehumanizes Migrants in Border Remarks



The former president has tried to stoke fear around immigration and border security throughout his 2024 campaign, as he has done in the past.




Former President Donald J. Trump held an event in Grand Rapids, Mich., on Tuesday, where he repeatedly used inflammatory language to criticize President Biden's immigration policies.




By Michael Gold and Anjali Huynh


Apr 02, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump again cast President Biden's immigration record in violent and ominous terms on Tuesday, accusing him of creating a "border blood bath" and once more using dehumanizing language to describe some migrants entering the country illegally.



In a speech in Grand Rapids, Mich., Mr. Trump, flanked by law enforcement officers, reiterated his baseless claim that other countries were sending "prisoners, murderers, drug dealers, mental patients and terrorists, the worst they have" to the United States. Immigration officials have said that most of those crossing the border are members of vulnerable families escaping poverty and violence.



Mr. Trump also used his speech, which lasted roughly 45 minutes, to defend his use of dehumanizing language to refer to immigrants accused of crimes. "Democrats said please don't call them 'animals,'" Mr. Trump said. "I said no, they're not humans, they're animals."



Mr. Trump drew attention last month when, while discussing the U.S. auto industry, he predicted a "blood bath for the country" should he lose in November. After critics accused him of stoking violence, Mr. Trump and his allies pointed back to Mr. Biden, insisting he was responsible for a "blood bath" because of his immigration policies.



The former president has repeatedly criticized Mr. Biden, accusing him of maintaining lax border security that he blames for violent crime, though available data does not support the idea that migrants are contributing to increases in crime.



Mr. Trump's use of "blood bath" comes as his campaign appears to be trying to turn it into a catchphrase, essentially trolling his critics and shifting the focus to Mr. Biden. On Tuesday, the Republican National Committee, which the Trump campaign now effectively controls, launched a website, BidenBloodbath.com, that mirrors Mr. Trump's argument that Mr. Biden is responsible for an "invasion" at the United States' border with Mexico. The site highlights a number of violent crimes in which undocumented immigrants have been accused.



But Mr. Trump's remarks in Michigan demonstrated how the former president has tried to stoke fears around immigration and border security in the 2024 election, a tactic he used effectively in 2016. Republicans have been eager to keep the issue at the top of voters' minds in a bid to chip away at Mr. Biden's support.



Reid J. Epstein
 contributed reporting from Washington.
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Patient With Transplanted Pig Kidney Leaves Hospital for Home



Richard Slayman, 62, is the first patient to receive a kidney from a genetically modified pig. Two weeks after the procedure, he was well enough to be discharged, doctors said.




A pig kidney before transplantation into a human patient at Massachusetts General Hospital last month.




By Roni Caryn Rabin


Apr 03, 2024


The first patient to 
receive a kidney transplanted from a genetically modified pig
 has fared so well that he was discharged from the hospital on Wednesday, just two weeks after the groundbreaking surgery.



The transplant and its encouraging outcome represent a remarkable moment in medicine, scientists say, possibly heralding an era of cross-species organ transplantation.



Two previous organ transplants from genetically modified pigs failed. Both patients received hearts, and both died a few weeks later. In one patient, there were signs that the immune system had rejected the organ, a constant risk.



But the kidney transplanted into Richard Slayman, 62, is producing urine, removing waste products from the blood, balancing the body's fluids and carrying out other key functions, according to his doctors at Massachusetts General Hospital.



"This moment -- leaving the hospital today with one of the cleanest bills of health I've had in a long time -- is one I wished would come for many years," he said in a statement issued by the hospital. "Now it's a reality."



He said he had received "exceptional care" and thanked his physicians and nurses, as well as the well-wishers who reached out to him, including kidney patients who were waiting for an organ.



"Today marks a new beginning not just for me, but for them as well," Mr. Slayman said.




The patient, Richard Slayman, no longer requires dialysis. "Today marks a new beginning not just for me, but for them as well," he said, referring to other kidney patients.




The procedure brings the prospect of xenotransplantation, or animal-to-human organ transplants, significantly closer to reality, said Dr. David Klassen, the chief medical officer for the United Network for Organ Sharing, which manages the nation's organ transplant system.



"Though much work remains to be done, I think the potential of this to benefit a large number of patients will be realized, and that was a question mark hovering over the field," Dr. Klassen said.



Whether Mr. Slayman's body will eventually reject the transplanted organ is still unknown, Dr. Klassen noted. And there are other hurdles: A successful operation would have to be replicated in numerous patients and studied in clinical trials before xenotransplants become widely available.



If these transplants are to be scaled up and integrated into the health care system, there are "daunting" logistical challenges, he said, starting with ensuring an adequate supply of organs from genetically engineered animals.



The cost, of course, may become a substantial obstacle. "Is this something we can really realistically attempt as a health care system?" Dr. Klassen said. "We need to think about that."



The treatment of kidney disease is already a huge expense. 
End-stage kidney disease,
 the point at which the organs are failing, 
affects 1 percent of Medicare beneficiaries
 but accounts for 7 percent of Medicare spending, according to the National Kidney Foundation.



Yet the medical potential for pig-to-human transplantation is tremendous.



Mr. Slayman opted for the experimental procedure because he had few options left. He was having difficulty with dialysis because of problems with his blood vessels, and he faced a long wait for a donated kidney.



The kidney transplanted into Mr. Slayman came from a pig genetically engineered by the biotech company eGenesis. Company scientists removed three genes that might trigger rejection of the organ, inserted seven human genes to enhance compatibility and took steps to inactivate retroviruses carried by pigs that may infect humans.




Surgeons at Mass General performed the world's first transplantation of a kidney from a genetically modified pig in March. 




More than 550,000 Americans have kidney failure and require dialysis, and over 100,000 are on a waiting list to receive a transplanted kidney from a human donor.



In addition, tens of millions of Americans have chronic kidney disease, which can lead to organ failure. Black Americans, Hispanic Americans and Native Americans have the highest rates of end-stage kidney disease. Black patients generally fare worse than white patients and have less access to a donated kidney.



While dialysis keeps people alive, the treatment of choice for many patients is a kidney transplant, which dramatically improves quality of life. But just 25,000 kidney transplants are performed each year, and thousands of patients die annually while waiting for a human organ because there is a lack of donors.



Xenotransplantation has for decades been discussed as a potential solution.



The challenge in any organ transplantation is that the human immune system is primed to attack foreign tissue, causing life-threatening complications for recipients. Patients receiving transplanted organs generally must take drugs intended to suppress the immune system's response and preserve the organ.



Mr. Slayman exhibited signs of rejection on the eighth day after surgery, according to Dr. Leonardo V. Riella, medical director for kidney transplantation at Mass General. (The hospital's parent organization, Mass General Brigham, developed the transplant program.)



The rejection was a type called cellular rejection, which is 
the most common form of acute graft rejection
. It can happen at any time but especially within the first year of an organ transplant. Up to 25 percent of organ recipients experience cellular rejection within the first three months.




Mr. Slayman on Wednesday with, from left, Dr. Leonardo V. Riella and Dr. Nahel Elias, two of his physicians; his partner, Faren; and Dr. Tatsuo Kawai, a transplant surgeon.




The rejection was not unexpected, though Mr. Slayman experienced it more quickly than usual, Dr. Riella said. Doctors managed to reverse the rejection with steroids and other medications used to tamp down the immune reaction.



"It was a roller coaster the first week," Dr. Riella said. Reassuringly, he added, Mr. Slayman responded to treatment like patients who receive organs from human donors.



Mr. Slayman is taking several immunosuppressive drugs, and he will continue to be closely monitored with blood and urine tests three times a week, as well as with doctor visits twice a week.



His physicians do not want Mr. Slayman to go back to work, at the state transportation department, for at least six weeks, and he must take precautions to avoid infections because of the medications that suppress his immune system.



"Ultimately, we want patients to go back to the things they enjoy doing, to improve their quality of life," Dr. Riella said. "We want to avoid restrictions."



By Wednesday, Mr. Slayman was clearly ready to go home, Dr. Riella said.



"When we first came in, he had a lot of apprehension and anxiety about what would happen," Dr. Riella said. "But when we rounded on him at 7 a.m. this morning, you could see a big smile on his face and he was making plans."
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Wisconsin Voters Approve Bans on Private Aid for Election Offices



Wisconsin's Republican-led Legislature proposed changing the State Constitution to restrict private funding and staffing of election offices.




Poll workers in Wisconsin on primary Election Day.




By Mitch Smith


Apr 03, 2024





Voters in Wisconsin approved adding language to the State Constitution on Tuesday that will forbid officials from accepting donations of money or staffing to help run elections, The Associated Press said.






The questions were placed on the state's primary ballot by the Republican-controlled Legislature. They were rooted in complaints raised about the 2020 election, including objections to donations that a group supported by the billionaire Mark Zuckerberg and Priscilla Chan, his wife, made to local election offices, as well as assistance given to election administrators by nonprofit groups. The donations could be used to defray any of a wide variety of costs, like polling-place rental fees, drive-through voting sites or training for poll workers.



Mr. Zuckerberg has said he 
no longer planned
 to award grants to election offices.



President Biden 
narrowly won Wisconsin
 in 2020, a result that some Republicans 
tried and failed to overturn
 afterward. Voters in the state, which Donald J. Trump 
carried in 2016
, tend to split about evenly between the two major parties, and the state could be decisive in this year's presidential race. Republicans have argued that funding for running elections should be provided solely by the government and should be allocated equitably to all jurisdictions.



Opponents of the ballot question concerning outside staffing for election offices said Wisconsin law already made clear who could or could not work as an election official, and that passing the amendment could have unintended consequences.



By opting for a statewide vote on the proposed election limits, Wisconsin Republicans were able to maneuver around Gov. Tony Evers, a Democrat who vetoed a 
bill
 in 2021 that would have banned private grants for elections.



"Regardless of the source of additional funding for election administration, election administrators must always run elections according to state and federal law," Mr. Evers said in his veto message.



Wisconsin is far from alone in seeking to limit private financial support for election administration, which historically has been paid for by governments. The issue grew in prominence after the 2020 campaign, when election offices struggled to cope with the added costs of conducting elections during the Covid-19 pandemic and outside donors stepped in to help.



Twenty-seven states, all with governments under full or partial Republican control, have passed restrictions on the donations since 2020, according to the 
National Conference of State Legislatures
. Many of the new measures were passed through legislatures, but Louisiana residents 
approved limits
 last year in a statewide vote.



In Wisconsin, supporters of a ban on donated support have raised concerns about local election offices in left-leaning parts of the state receiving more aid than those in right-leaning areas, possibly affecting election results. Though both liberal- and conservative-leaning Wisconsin jurisdictions received private election grants in 2020, Republicans believe the funding disproportionately helped Democrats.



The Center for Tech and Civic Life, a nonprofit group that Mr. Zuckerberg and Ms. Chan supported, gave more than $1 million each to election offices in Milwaukee, Madison and Green Bay in 2020. Green Bay's county is politically mixed, but Milwaukee and Madison are overwhelmingly Democratic. Smaller cities and towns received smaller grants.



"Our citizens firmly believe that outside money, particularly from liberal states, should not hold the power to determine the fate of elections here in Wisconsin," State Representative Ty Bodden, a Republican, said last year when lawmakers were debating the issue.



Prominent conservative groups in the state, including the 
Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty
, urged voters to approve both changes to the Constitution. "Private funding creates an unfair situation when some municipalities realize the benefits of additional election administration funding while others do not," the institute said.



The 
Democratic Party of Wisconsin
, other left-leaning groups and civil rights groups opposed the ballot measures, arguing that elections were underfunded by the state and that the amendments were vaguely written.



"Grants banned by this proposal have provided a lifeline to help clerks pay for equipment, polling place rental, poll workers and supplies to protect your right to vote and make elections run smoothly and securely," said the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin
, which encouraged voters to reject the measures.



Wisconsin has long been one of the country's most bitterly divided states, with each party routinely accusing the other of undermining democracy and the rule of law. It has also been 
slow to move on
 from the last presidential campaign, even as a November rematch between Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden looms.



When Mr. Trump tried to overturn the results of the 2020 election, three conservative Wisconsin Supreme Court justices dissented when four of their colleagues 
rejected his claims
. Since then, Republican lawmakers have 
tried to remove
 the head of the Wisconsin Elections Commission. All the while, a 
fresh set of district maps
, recently ordered by the State Supreme Court's new liberal majority, threatens Republicans' longtime gerrymandered hold on the legislative branch.
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He's on Death Row for Murders. Prison Workers Say He Should Be Spared.



Brian Dorsey, who pleaded guilty to murder in the 2006 killings of Sarah and Ben Bonnie, is scheduled to be executed on Tuesday unless Missouri's governor or the courts step in.




The Eastern Reception, Diagnostic and Correctional Center in Bonne Terre, Mo., where the state carries out executions.




By Mitch Smith and Ernesto Londono


Apr 03, 2024


Among those asking Missouri's governor to spare the life of Brian Dorsey, who was convicted of two murders and is set to be executed on Tuesday, were 
Roman Catholic bishops
, law professors and national mental health groups.



There was also a less expected cohort seeking clemency: more than 70 current and former prison workers who got to know Mr. Dorsey behind bars.



That level of public support from correctional workers is rare in death penalty cases, though it remains to be seen whether it persuades Gov. Mike Parson, a Republican, to commute Mr. Dorsey's sentence to life in prison.



Mr. Dorsey, 52, pleaded guilty to first-degree murder in the 2006 deaths of his cousin Sarah Bonnie and her husband, Ben Bonnie. His request for clemency made no claim of innocence. Instead, it argued that he had received inadequate representation from court-appointed lawyers and that he had turned his life around in prison, where he had a spotless record of behavior and worked for years as a barber for correctional employees.



"From my perspective after decades in corrections, I do not hesitate to say that executing Brian Dorsey would be a pointless cruelty," Timothy Lancaster, a former officer at the prison where Mr. Dorsey was held, wrote in a 
recent column in The Kansas City Star
. Mr. Lancaster described Mr. Dorsey as "an excellent barber and a kind and respectful man."



Some members of Mr. Dorsey's family, including some who were also related to Ms. Bonnie, supported the clemency request. Other members of Ms. Bonnie's family issued a statement in January saying they hoped the governor would allow the execution to proceed.



"All of these years of pain we finally see the light at the end of the tunnel," those relatives said in the statement, which 
was reported
 by local news outlets. "Brian will get the justice that Sarah and Ben have deserved for so long."



Mr. Lancaster was among more than 70 current and former prison workers who vouched for Mr. Dorsey, whose lawyers released a copy of a letter the prison workers wrote to the governor but redacted most of their names, citing privacy concerns. The full list of names was provided to the governor's office, the lawyers said.



The advocacy of so many corrections officials on behalf of Mr. Dorsey is "really remarkable," said Robin M. Maher, the executive director of the Death Penalty Information Center, which studies capital punishment and is critical of many of its facets. "I've never seen any other case with this kind of support from current and former corrections staff," Ms. Maher said.



Mr. Dorsey's application for clemency took note of the rare support, and said, "These state employees have nothing to gain, and potentially something to lose, by coming forward."



Missouri has carried out 97 executions since 1976, 
ranking
 behind only Texas, Oklahoma, Virginia and Florida. Mr. Parson, a former sheriff, has not blocked an execution since he took office in 2018, though he has granted pardons to or commuted the sentences of 
hundreds of people
 convicted of less serious crimes.



Johnathan Shiflett, a spokesman for the governor, said on Monday that Mr. Parson would meet with legal advisers to review Mr. Dorsey's clemency request. Mr. Shiflett said the governor typically announces his decision in such cases at least 24 hours before an execution is scheduled to take place.



The Missouri attorney general, Andrew Bailey, asked the State Supreme Court to set an execution date for Mr. Dorsey last year. He noted that "the lawful sentence that has been upheld by multiple courts" and said his office was "committed to obtaining justice for victims of heinous crimes."



Executions in the United States have become 
less common in recent decades
 as support for capital punishment has 
decreased
. Last year, 24 people were executed, down from the 98 executed in 1998.



Missouri officials say that Mr. Dorsey was having trouble with drug dealers and had sought help from his cousin and her husband in December 2006. The Bonnies invited Mr. Dorsey to spend the night at their home near New Bloomfield, Mo., in the central part of the state. After the couple went to bed that night, the authorities said, Mr. Dorsey took a shotgun and fatally shot each of them. Prosecutors also said that Mr. Dorsey sexually assaulted Ms. Bonnie, though he never was charged with that offense. The sexual assault accusation was presented at Mr. Dorsey's sentencing; Mr. Dorsey's lawyers said he has no memory of a sexual assault.



Mr. Dorsey, whose current lawyers assert that he was in a drug-induced psychosis at the time of the killings, pleaded guilty to two counts of first-degree murder. He was later sentenced to death.



Death notices
 and 
news stories
 published at the time said the Bonnie family had moved to the New Bloomfield area from Iowa about a year before the couple were killed. Mr. Bonnie, 28, was an auto mechanic who liked to fish, hunt and camp. Ms. Bonnie, 25, was an emergency medical technician who had worked in local government, belonged to a Methodist church and rode motorcycles. The couple had a 4-year-old daughter who was in the home but was not physically harmed.



Mr. Dorsey has asked state and federal courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court, to intervene before the scheduled execution.



In his clemency application to the governor, Mr. Dorsey argued that he had received bad advice from court-appointed lawyers who received a flat fee to take his case and did little to explore potential mitigating factors or plea deals. Mr. Dorsey pleaded guilty without any agreement with prosecutors regarding sentencing. One of the lawyers who represented Mr. Dorsey at that stage of his case declined to comment, and an attempt to reach the other was not immediately successful.



The director of the Missouri public defender system, Mary Fox, supported Mr. Dorsey's clemency application and said that her office no longer pays lawyers a flat fee in death penalty cases. Critics say flat fees can give lawyers an incentive to resolve a case quickly rather than spend additional time that might lead to an outcome more favorable for a defendant.



Michael Wolff, a former Missouri Supreme Court judge who was among a majority of members of that court to uphold Mr. Dorsey's death sentence, also expressed concern about the work of Mr. Dorsey's court-appointed lawyers. 
In a letter to Mr. Parson
, Mr. Wolff wrote that Mr. Dorsey's case was one of the "rare cases where those of us who sit in judgment of a man convicted of capital murder got it wrong."



Megan Crane, a lawyer for Mr. Dorsey, said her client had been moved into solitary confinement after his execution date was set, bringing an end to his time as the prison barber. As the execution has drawn closer, Ms. Crane said, Mr. Dorsey has tried to manage his expectations about the possibility of intervention from the courts or the governor.



"He has taken full accountability since Day 1," Ms. Crane said. "And the horror of the fact that he could have done this -- I think that is still his focus in this final week."
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New Jersey Challenges N.Y.C. Congestion Pricing in Federal Court



A closely watched lawsuit could block or upend the city's new tolling program, which will charge most vehicles for entering the busiest parts of Manhattan.




New Jersey officials have argued that the potential adverse effects of the tolling program on the state have not been sufficiently considered.




By Winnie Hu and Elise Young


Apr 03, 2024


Federal transportation officials allowed New York to move ahead with congestion pricing without fully addressing how traffic and pollution would be shifted to its neighbors across the Hudson River as drivers avoid the new tolls, a lawyer for the State of New Jersey argued in federal court on Wednesday.



Now, as traffic patterns change, those New Jersey communities will be forced to shoulder the environmental burdens of the tolling program while New York receives all the benefits, the lawyer, Randy M. Mastro, said in his opening remarks in New Jersey's lawsuit against congestion pricing.



"It isn't about whether you like or don't like congestion pricing," Mr. Mastro said in a courtroom in Newark. The issue is whether the Federal Highway Administration "took a hard look" at the potential environmental effects.



The Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the state agency overseeing congestion pricing in New York, has repeatedly said that New Jersey communities were extensively studied in an environmental assessment. In court papers, the authority made clear that the assessment "found no significant impacts" and "that mitigations can and will be applied where appropriate," including in New Jersey, John J. McCarthy, a spokesman for the M.T.A., said recently.



But Gov. Philip D. Murphy of New Jersey and other state officials have sued the U.S. Department of Transportation and the 
Federal Highway Administration
, an agency within that department, for allowing the program to move forward. The M.T.A. later filed a motion to join the lawsuit, which was approved by a federal judge.



New Jersey officials have challenged the federal agency's "decision to rubber-stamp the environmental review phase" of the tolling program based on its "inexplicable finding" that there would be no significant effects, according to their lawsuit.



The closely watched case is the first legal test of New York City's congestion pricing program, which brings a divisive traffic management policy to the United States that has worked in other car-choked cities, including 
London, Stockholm and Singapore
.



New Jersey's case is widely seen as the most serious challenge to the tolling program, which is expected to begin charging drivers in mid-June, and one that could potentially block or upend it at the last minute. State officials are seeking a more comprehensive environmental study of the program, which would delay it.



Wednesday was the first day of a two-day hearing that has been scheduled on the case before Judge Leo M. Gordon, who is expected to make a decision before the tolls start in just over two months.



The courtroom was filled with teams of lawyers and more than a dozen reporters, all of whom were required to turn over their cellphones to courtroom guards before the proceedings. For an issue that has drawn heated debate across the region, both sides made their arguments matter-of-factly and without theatrics.



Janno Lieber, the M.T.A.'s chairman and chief executive, and other authority officials attended the hearing on Wednesday. Roberta Kaplan, a lawyer representing the M.T.A., said at a press briefing that it was obvious that Judge Gordon had done "a lot of homework" and was asking smart questions. "We are happy with how things have gone so far," she said, adding: "We believe that we win on the arguments."



The congestion pricing plan will charge most passenger cars $15 a day to enter Manhattan at 60th Street or below during peak hours; commercial trucks will be charged $24 or $36 during those times, depending on their size. The program is expected to reduce traffic in the city's central business district and raise $1 billion annually for improvements to New York's mass transit system.



The new tolls were 
approved last week
 by the M.T.A.'s board, bringing the program one step closer to the starting line. A recent public feedback process elicited more than 25,000 comments about the plan, of which roughly 60 percent were in support.



The program is being reviewed by the Federal Highway Administration, which is expected to approve it.



In recent months, a growing number of elected officials, union leaders and residents across the New York City region have 
mobilized against congestion pricing
, citing the cost of the tolls and the potential environmental and public health effects on their neighborhoods. The pricing plan was initially 
approved by New York State legislators in 2019
.



During Wednesday's hearing, Mr. Mastro argued that New Jersey stood to receive no funds to mitigate potentially harmful environmental effects from congestion pricing even as tens of millions of dollars had been earmarked for New York City and surrounding New York counties. "The M.T.A. took care of its own," he said.



Though 15 New Jersey towns were initially identified as being possibly affected by pollution, only four of them were included in a later assessment, with no explanation or assurance of any funding, Mr. Mastro said. "That's not the way it works," he said.



But Mark Chertok, a lawyer for the M.T.A., said there was no intention to leave New Jersey out of mitigation efforts. "The notion that there's not mitigation is incorrect," he said, adding that potential measures include school air filters and neighborhood tree plantings.



The New Jersey case is one of six lawsuits that have been brought against congestion pricing in local federal courts. The mayor of Fort Lee, N.J., Mark J. Sokolich, has filed a related lawsuit.



Four additional lawsuits have been brought in New York: one by Ed Day, the Rockland County executive; one by the United Federation of Teachers and Vito Fossella, the Staten Island borough president; and two by separate groups of city residents. A federal court hearing has been scheduled for the New York cases on May 17.



Amid the lawsuits, M.T.A. officials have 
suspended some capital construction projects
 that were to be paid for by the tolling program and warned that crucial work to modernize subway signals on the A and C lines had been delayed.
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How a Pandemic Boom Led to a 'Property Tax Mess' in Colorado



A surge of new residents into Rocky Mountain states drove up home prices. The result was property tax increases of 40 percent or more for some of those already there.




Marleen Gamble faced a 20 percent spike in her property tax bill, and began to sell everything in her home to pay for it.




By David W. Chen


Apr 03, 2024


Marleen Gamble had already taken out a reverse mortgage on her townhouse in 2018 to keep up with the steady increase in expenses eating into the Social Security checks that are her only source of income.



Then this year, Ms. Gamble, a retired X-ray technician, faced a 20 percent spike in her property tax bill. With no other way to pay it, she began to empty her home of 34 years in the Denver suburb of Littleton, one memento at a time. Her dining room set, sold. Her jewelry, now someone else's.



"Every knickknack I have, everything I don't use, I'm selling," said Ms. Gamble, 84, who has asked 
officials in neighboring Douglas County
 about applying for subsidized housing. "What I owe now is $962.62. I think I need to use two credit cards to do it. And I'm going to have to pay interest on those."



Skyrocketing property taxes have become a sudden new source of alarm for many people these days in Colorado, and across the newly booming states of the Rocky Mountain West.




"Every knickknack I have, everything I don't use, I'm selling," said Ms. Gamble, a retired X-ray technician in Littleton. Colo.




As home values have soared, fueled by a pandemic real estate boom that turned large swaths of the Mountain time zone into magnets for hybrid work and recreation, so, too, have property taxes. And while the rates remain low compared with places like New Jersey, 
Vermont
 and Texas, the 
sticker shock in Mountain States has been discombobulating
, especially for low-income families or people who own second homes.



State and local governments are scrambling to come up with remedies to provide some relief and predictability. But they also face the challenge of keeping up with the expanded services required as a result of so many newcomers, like schools and local government operations, most of which are funded through property taxes.



In Montana, where residential property taxes 
jumped by 46 percent
 in some counties from 2022 to 2023, Gov. Greg Gianforte, a Republican, convened an emergency task force. One thing off the table: 
a sales tax
 for Montana, which aims to remain 
one of just five states
 without one.



In Wyoming, legislators 
passed several bills
 granting modest new exemptions and limiting annual increases. A former Republican candidate for governor has also pushed for 
a ballot initiative
 that would gut education and other government spending in order to reduce property taxes by 50 percent.



And in Colorado, home of the 
Taxpayer's Bill of Rights
, or TABOR, which limits spending and new taxes and refunds any excess revenues to taxpayers, voters 
said no
 in November to providing immediate relief by tapping into future tax refunds. Gov. Jared Polis, a Democrat, responded by convening 
a special session of the state legislature
, and a task force to look for a more permanent solution.




A new development in Littleton. Property taxes in Colorado are calculated by multiplying a home's value by a statewide assessment rate. That figure is then multiplied by each town's mill levy rate.




"This has been a phenomenon in Colorado, Montana, Utah, Arizona, the Western states," Mr. Polis said in an interview. "If your home value went up 40 percent, that might be a wonderful thing on the equity front, but it doesn't mean you have 40 percent more cash to pay taxes. Your salary might have only gone up over two years 10 percent or 12 percent. That's the challenge we face."



Property taxes in Colorado
 are calculated by multiplying a home's value (set by the elected county assessor) by a statewide assessment rate (set by the state). That figure is then multiplied by each town's mill levy rate, which combines specific taxes set by local government entities in charge of schools, fire, sewer, recreation and more.



Several factors have contributed to the surges, said Adam H. Langley, associate director of tax policy at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, which has conducted 
extensive research on property taxes
.



One is timing: Property values are assessed every two years, so the values being used to calculate taxes are relying on how much properties were worth in the middle of 2022, when home prices were at their peak and interest rates were low.



Another is the failure of many local governments in Colorado, unlike some of those in other states, to reduce their mill levy rates.




A Denver Public Schools Board of Education meeting last month. Many parents there find it incongruous that property taxes are escalating while teacher layoffs also loom.




Then there was the 
repeal in 2020
 of the Gallagher Amendment, which had limited how much of the state's overall property taxes should be paid by homeowners. As home values climbed, 
the amendment
 had triggered repeated cuts in residential assessment rates, putting billions of dollars that would have gone to schools and services into homeowners' pockets. And it shrank the tax base of areas that were not booming, like the rural Eastern Plains.



"Colorado is mired in a property tax mess with no easy way out," Billy Hamilton, the deputy chancellor and chief financial officer of the Texas A&M University System, wrote recently in 
Tax Notes State
, a nonprofit trade publication.



Still, Colorado homeowners have been paying less than many of their counterparts elsewhere in the country. Before the most recent increases, the median annual property tax bill for primary residences in Colorado in 2021 was $2,259, or 19 percent below the national median of $2,795, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau
.



Among the places now absorbing the biggest increases are the mountain towns on the Western Slope, where white-collar workers and real estate investors have powered job growth and 
higher taxable incomes
.



That has 
exacerbated a shortage of affordable housing
, particularly for service and public employees, including a sizable number of Latinos who have been moving away from Aspen along Highway 82 to Glenwood Springs and beyond.




Brittany Hailey with her family in their Carbondale, Colo., kitchen. She manages vacation properties in the area.




"The billionaires are pushing the millionaires down valley," said Brittany Hailey, who lives in Carbondale, near Aspen, and manages vacation properties in the area. She previously worked for Senator John Hickenlooper, a Democrat, when he was governor.



In Pitkin County, Aspen's home, property taxes climbed by 27 percent this year, said Jon Peacock, the county manager. "That could put some folks at risk of not being able to stay in the community," he said, particularly retired people on fixed incomes.



To ease the crunch, the county is rolling out a rebate program that would give rebates of up to $2,000 to eligible individual homeowners who earn up to $72,900 and couples who earn $98,600.



Ms. Hailey and her husband, Michael Hailey, might have qualified for that program when they moved to the Western Slope 10 years ago. She was working at a local wellness company, he was the third employee at an early-stage tech startup, and they found it hard to pay their bills.



They now have two homes and rent one out to seasonal visitors. Ms. Hailey's business, Boutique Mountain Homes, has been so successful that her husband is now the chief financial officer.



Though their property taxes jumped by more than 36 percent on average this year, Ms. Hailey, 37, said taxes sometimes needed to be raised to sustain important services, like the area's 
popular bus system
. In fact, she was involved in a 
successful Carbondale initiative in 2022
 to add a 6 percent lodging tax for short-term rentals in order to create an affordable housing fund.



But like many people who own second homes, she opposes 
a bill that would classify
 homes that are rented out for more than 90 days a year as commercial properties. Commercial tax rates are 
four times higher
 than residential ones.



"The lawmakers think that this will maybe reduce the number of second homes, or punish people who have more than one home," she said. "They're trying to find a scapegoat."



Mike DeGuire, a retired school principal who owns a second home in Silverthorne, closer to Denver, also criticizes the bill as misguided and unfair. But as a 
longtime education advocate
, he believes the entire tax structure should be overhauled to bolster the state's 
chronically underfunded
 schools.




Mike DeGuire, a retired school principal who owns a second home in Silverthorne, Colo., criticized the bill that would assess commercial tax rates on second homes as misguided and unfair.




His frustrations resonate in Denver, where many parents find it incongruous that property taxes are escalating while teacher layoffs also loom. 
Students have even staged walkouts
.



"Maybe we're not thinking the way we should with property taxes," Mr. DeGuire said. "It's almost a psychological thing -- people are used to getting their refunds, and they're used to their taxes not being so high, so we're in a real bind."



The idea of paying more taxes has found little support in fast-growing Douglas County, a conservative area between Denver and Colorado Springs.



New developments are sprouting regularly, and prospective home buyers have sometimes offered $100,000 or more in cash over list prices. Now one in five Douglas homeowners is facing a 40 percent spike or more in property taxes, according to the 
Common Sense Institute
, a free-enterprise research organization.



Douglas County officials had proposed lowering the assessments of all single-family homes by $4 million, which would have saved the typical homeowner $223. But a state board rejected that, and the county has since 
sued the board
.



"The citizens of Douglas County have been living on this roller coaster, not knowing what their property taxes look like," said 
State Representative Lisa Frizell
, a Republican and former county assessor.



Ms. Frizell is a member of the bipartisan tax commission empaneled by Governor Polis. 
Among its recommendations
 are allowing the state to intervene if property taxes exceed a specific amount, separating school funding from other funding, and reducing commercial rates.



The legislature has until May 8, when the session adjourns, to codify any proposals as bills.



One Colorado term that was invoked constantly during a meeting last month was "
de-Brucing
," which permits local governments to ask voters to waive TABOR's spending limits. It is named after former State Representative Douglas Bruce, an 
anti-tax activist
 who authored TABOR in the early 1990s, taking inspiration from 
Proposition 13
 in his native California.



"When they say they're going to de-Bruce, it's an insult to the voter -- it doesn't hurt my feelings," said Mr. Bruce, who 
later spent time in prison
 for tax evasion and related matters and is 
now running for Congress
. "It's like saying they want to purge me from the Constitution."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/03/us/property-taxes-colorado-mountain-west.html
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Christopher Durang, Playwright Who Mixed High Art and Low Humor, Dies at 75



In a career spanning more than 40 years, he established himself as a hyperliterate jester and an anarchic clown.




Christopher Durang in 2008. "He was a very, very funny writer," said Andre Bishop, artistic director of Lincoln Center Theater, "but what he wrote about and what lay underneath those plays was quite serious."




By Alexis Soloski


Apr 03, 2024


Christopher Durang, a Tony Award-winning playwright and a master satirist, died Tuesday night at his home in Pipersville, Pa., in Bucks County. He was 75.



His agent, Patrick Herold, said the cause was complications of aphasia. In 2016, Mr. Durang was found to have a rare form of dementia, logopenic primary progressive aphasia. The diagnosis 
was made public
 in 2022.



An acid, impish writer, Mr. Durang never met a classic ("The Brothers Karamazov," "The Glass Menagerie," "Snow White") that he couldn't skewer. In 
a career spanning more than 40 years
, he established himself as a hyperliterate jester and an anarchic clown. Regarding subject and theme, he pogoed from sex to metaphysics to serial killers to psychology, and he had a way of collapsing high art and jokes that aimed much lower.



"He's so scaldingly funny," the actress Sigourney Weaver, a friend and collaborator since she met Mr. Durang at the Yale School of Drama, said in an interview. "You laugh with horror at what's going on and your sheer inability to do anything about it."



But even in his most uproarious work -- like his early play, the sex and psychoanalysis farce "Beyond Therapy," or his late hit "Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike," a delirious homage to Chekhov -- there was often a strong undertow of melancholy.




Mark Alhadeff and Cynthia Darlow in a 2014 production of Mr. Durang's "Beyond Therapy" at the Actors Company Theater in New York.




"There was a darkness to some of his plays, and there was great humanity to some of his plays," Andre Bishop, the artistic director of Lincoln Center Theater and a champion of Mr. Durang's work since the early 1980s, said in an interview. "He was a very, very funny writer. But what he wrote about and what lay underneath those plays was quite serious."



His gift, the critic Frank Rich of The New York Times wrote in 1985, 
was a "special knack
 for wrapping life's horrors in the primary colors of absurdist comedy."



Mr. Durang was also a spirited performer; he often appeared onstage and occasionally on television and in film. He originated the role of Matt in the Public Theater production of his devastating 1985 autobiographical comedy, "The Marriage of Bette and Boo," and he starred as the Infant of Prague, among other roles, in his 1987 comedy "Laughing Wild," at Playwrights Horizons in New York.




A spirited performer as well as a writer, Mr. Durang played the Infant of Prague in the original production of his play "Laughing Wild" in 1987 and, seen here, in the Huntington Theater Company's 2005 revival.




In the 1970s, he and Ms. Weaver co-starred in a late-night cabaret act, "Das Lusitania Songspiel," which parodied Bertolt Brecht. In 1986, he joined her on "Saturday Night Live." He later headlined a cabaret act, "Chris Durang and Dawne." Dawne, his backup singers, who were played by the actress Sherry Anderson and the writer and performer John Augustine. Mr. Augustine and Mr. Durang were married in 2014, and his husband is his only survivor.



Christopher Ferdinand Durang was born on Jan. 2, 1949, in Montclair, N.J., the only child of Francis Ferdinand Durang Jr. and Patricia Elizabeth Durang. His father was an architect., and his mother was a secretary who also managed the home. (His father's alcoholism and his mother's several stillbirths and periods of intense depression were childhood upheavals that Mr. Durang would translate into "The Marriage of Bette and Boo.")



His mother also gave him his first taste of theater, taking him several times a year to plays and musicals at the Paper Mill Playhouse in nearby Millburn, N.J. He wrote his first play, a two-page work inspired by the sitcom "I Love Lucy," at the age of 8. His Catholic elementary school staged it. He later co-wrote two musicals, which his junior high and high school, run by Benedictine monks, put on.



In college, at Harvard, Mr. Durang had his first serious experience of depression and stopped writing. But by his senior year, in a seminar with the playwright and classicist William Alfred, he had returned to plays. He wrote a short script, "The Nature and Purpose of the Universe"; when it was read aloud, the playwright and director Emily Mann, then a fellow student, recalled, Mr. Alfred announced: "We will know who Chris Durang is. He is going to be a leading voice in American theater."




Mr. Durang in 1987. "Only a writer of real talent can write an angry play that remains funny and controlled even in its most savage moments," the Times critic Frank Rich wrote of him. 




Mr. Durang graduated from Harvard in 1971 and then matriculated at the Yale School of Drama, graduating in 1974. That year, his play "The Idiots Karamazov," written with 
Albert Innaurato
, was performed at the Yale Repertory Theater, co-starring Meryl Streep. (Both were also fellow students with him at the Yale school, as was the playwright Wendy Wasserstein, another close friend.) "A History of American Film," a musical for which Mr. Durang wrote the lyrics, played on Broadway briefly in 1978.



His breakout came a year later, with "Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All for You," an absurdist, lacerating one-act profoundly influenced by Mr. Durang's years in Catholic school. (Catholic imagery and themes would appear in many of his plays.) The play won him his first Obie Award.



In an admiring review in The Times, Mr. Rich wrote, "Only a writer of real talent can write an angry play that remains funny and controlled even in its most savage moments." Mr. Durang, he confirmed, was just such a writer.



"He just broke every barrier, every taboo and wrote about the things that most mattered to him," Ms. Mann said.



During this period, Mr. Durang began taking on small television and film roles. He liked acting, he later wrote on 
his website
, as "I actually find it relaxing how little responsibility I have."



"I think to myself: 'I'm just responsible for making my part in this scene work,'" he added.




Diane Keaton played the title role in the TV movie adaptation of Mr. Durang's play "Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All for You" (2001).




But as a playwright, he found that the success of "Sister Mary Ignatius" was one that he couldn't easily replicate. (It was adapted for 
a television movie
 in 2001, starring Diane Keaton.) His subsequent Off Broadway runs were limited, and the Broadway runs of his 1982 play, "Beyond Therapy," and his 1996 play, "Sex and Longing," were even shorter. For more than a decade, critics disparaged him. 
Ben Brantley of The Times wrote
 that "Sex and Longing" "offers only faint flashes of the acid, absurdist wit and demented comic logic that has made Mr. Durang our closest answer to Oscar Wilde."



Ms. Weaver, a star of that play and many other Durang comedies, said she believed that the critics were wrong. "Critics would say, 'Oh, his work is sophomoric,' because he wasn't pretentious about it," she said. "He was trying to find out where there was justice and where there was fairness. And he kept being disappointed."



A few years later, Mr. Durang was again embraced by critics, Mr. Brantley among them. "Betty's Summer Vacation," which premiered in 1999 at Playwrights Horizons, a fiendish satire of the very American pastime of treating tragedy as fodder entertainment, was viewed as a return to blackly comic form. He followed it with 
"Miss Witherspoon"
 (
a finalist
 for the 2006 Pulitzer Prize), 
"Why Torture Is Wrong and the People Who Love Them"
 (2009) and "Vanya and Sonia, and Masha and Spike," a sensation at Lincoln Center in 2012 before it transferred to Broadway in 2013.



"Vanya and Sonia" starred Ms. Weaver, David Hyde Pierce and Kristine Nielsen, another frequent Durang muse. Set in a Bucks County home not unlike Mr. Durang's, the play fed a couple of his constant themes -- family, desire -- through a Chekhovian grinder. Though larded with audacious jokes and sight gags, the play had a strong emotive core.



"Audiences very much responded to it from the first performance," Mr. Bishop said. "They just laughed and laughed and laughed. And then they were quite moist eyed at the end of the play."



The Broadway transfer won Mr. Durang a Tony Award for best play, his only one.



In 1994, he and Marsha Norman became co-chairs of the playwrights program at the Juilliard School. Graduates of that program during their joint tenure include David Auburn, Katori Hall, Joshua Harmon, Branden Jacobs-Jenkins and Martyna Majok.




Mr. Durang with his friend and fellow playwright Wendy Wasserstein at the Juilliard School in New York in 1994. He became a chairman of the playwrights program there that year.




He retired from that position in 2016, the same year he was diagnosed with dementia. For a few years after that he continued to write. His final produced play, "Turning Off the Morning News," a dark comedy of gun violence, ran in 2018 at the McCarter Theater Center in Princeton, N.J. A further script, "Harriet and Other Horrible People," remains unproduced.



"He was deeply serious and wildly funny," said Ms. Norman, who taught alongside him for three decades. "That's who he was. Always."
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An Appraisal



Christopher Durang, the Surrealist of Snark



In works like "Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike," the playwright would force you to laugh, not to dull the pain but to hone it.




"In making us laugh and then demanding a retraction," Jesse Green writes, the playwright Christopher Durang "became an absurdist Neil Simon for a post-great generation."




By Jesse Green


Apr 03, 2024


Pickpocketing Chekhov for dramatic capital is almost a rite of passage among playwrights, but only Christopher Durang invested the loot in beefcake.



In his play "Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike," 
Vanya and Sonia are more-or-less familiar transplants from the Russian hinterlands
 to Bucks County, Pa., dithering so much about the purpose of life that they neglect to have one. Masha, though a movie star, is a Chekhov type, too: endlessly fascinating, especially to herself.



But you will not find Spike anywhere in the canon; a jovial, amoral, ab-tastic himbo, he is apparently unfamiliar with the function of clothes. They keep coming off.



Durang, who 
died on Tuesday night
 at 75, was likewise a stripper, peeling the pants off serious theater, both to admire and ridicule what it was packing beneath. When "Vanya" won the Tony Award for best play in 2013, it was the culmination of a writing life spent remaking the respectable precedents and characters of the past in the snarky image of his own times. Drama became comedy, but then -- surprise! -- swung back toward drama, then swung back again, never quite settling. In making us laugh and then demanding a retraction, Durang became an absurdist Neil Simon for a post-great generation.




Billy Magnussen as Spike, with Genevieve Angelson as Nina, in Lincoln Center Theater's 2012 production of "Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike." 




Often enough, the laughing was of the can't-catch-your-breath variety, further dizzying the ambivalence of the culturati by punching both high and low. I didn't see any of the plays and sketches he wrote while a student at the Yale School of Drama in the early 1970s, often collaborating with pals like Sigourney Weaver, Meryl Streep, Albert Innaurato and Wendy Wasserstein, but the titles tell you a lot: "Better Dead Than Sorry," "The Life Story of Mitzi Gaynor," "When Dinah Shore Ruled the Earth," "The Idiots Karamazov."



Surely these were not for all markets. (Many were performed at the tiny Yale Cabaret.) But by the time of his first commercial hit -- "Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All for You," in 1979 -- Durang had widened his satire to reach bigger targets and thus bigger audiences. In "Mary Ignatius," a vicious nun lectures the audience on Roman Catholic practice, liberally passing off personal obsessions as holy doctrine. Her list of those who are going to hell includes Mick Jagger, Patty Hearst, Betty Comden and Adolph Green.



Jokes like that are funnier if you know who the songwriters Comden and Green are, but Jagger and Hearst provide insurance in case you don't. Either way, you can't miss his direct hit on authority figures and, through them, 
the seemingly random violence done by institutions to individuals
. In midcareer plays like "Baby With the Bathwater" (1983) and "The Marriage of Bette and Boo" (1985), marriage and the American family are often the institutions in question, and the sexual or emotional abuse of children the violence. Durang would force you to laugh -- a 1987 play was called "Laughing Wild" -- not to dull the pain but to hone it.



Later, as his subjects became more existential, his satire was directed more narrowly at individual desperation. Cellphones and video games send his Vanya off the deep end; in 
"Miss Witherspoon"
 (2005), a woman who is fed up with the world (and afraid that a satellite will fall on her head anyway) ends her life, only to meet, in purgatory, a spiritual guide who badgers her to reincarnate.



You'd think that suicide would be a bridge too far for comedy, yet for Durang no bridge went quite far enough. He was looking to connect the hitherto unconnectable, as if to demonstrate that everything good and awful is real and present at the same time. His plays thus became fuller with time, their stark satirical premises giving way to something more nuanced, if cluttered with all the mismatched things he wanted to say. His "Vanya," 
I wrote in a review
, was like fine luggage packed in haste.




Ralph Redpath and Meryl Streep in the Yale School of Drama production of Durang's "The Idiots Karamazov" in 1974.




Still, he was reliably funny; for a gay boy raised in the church in the American 1950s, humor was camouflage that never came off. On the other hand, as a Harvard- and Yale-trained highbrow, he couldn't help but pitch his camp to the cognoscenti -- and not only in plays.



For decades he performed as part of an act he called Christopher Durang and Dawne, satirizing cabaret singers and their sometimes jaw-dropping material. (Dawne was two people: Sherry Anderson and John Augustine, Durang's partner and then husband.) Applying glitter and riffs to a truly inapt Stephen Sondheim number ("Welcome to Kanagawa" from "Pacific Overtures") or making 
an upbeat medley from the movie musicals of Liv Ullman and Peter O'Toole
, they demonstrated that incompatible things belonged together.



That was no snark; it was a mission statement, perhaps best encapsulated in 
"Why Torture Is Wrong, and the People Who Love Them,"
 his 
2009 comedy about violence and terror
. Or at least in its title, a grammatical misalliance. No wonder he fell so hard for Chekhov, the great raised-eyebrow dramatist of discord and collapse. Still, Durang one-upped him, proving that even end times can be hilarious with good enough jokes and abs.
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Larry Lucchino, Top Executive at Three M.L.B. Teams, Dies at 78



He oversaw construction of new ballparks for the Baltimore Orioles and San Diego Padres and, with the Red Sox, the renovations at Fenway Park.




Larry Lucchino in 2008 as president of the Red Sox. Speaking of Boston's rivalry with the Yankees, he described the New York team as "the evil empire." The phrase stuck. 




By Richard Sandomir


Apr 02, 2024


Larry Lucchino, who as a top executive with the Baltimore Orioles and San Diego Padres oversaw the design and construction of modern stadiums that evoke their surroundings -- Oriole Park at Camden Yards in Baltimore and Petco Park in San Diego -- and who as president of the Boston Red Sox preserved Fenway Park for generations, died on Tuesday. He was 78.



The Red Sox announced the death but did not say where he died or give a cause. He had been treated for cancer three times.



"Larry's career unfolded like a playbook of triumphs," John Henry, the principal owner of the Red Sox, said in a statement, "marked by transformative moments that reshaped ballpark design, enhanced the fan experience and engineered the ideal conditions for championships wherever his path led him, and especially in Boston."



Mr. Lucchino became president of the Red Sox in 2002 with the ascension of new ownership, led by Mr. Henry. In Mr. Lucchino's 14 years with the team, the Red Sox won the World Series three times -- the first of those championships, in 2004, broke an 86-year drought -- and reached the postseason seven times. He oversaw improvements to Fenway Park that included installing seats above the Green Monster, the 37-foot-high left field wall, and vastly expanding concourses and concession areas.



Rather than replacing it with a new stadium, Mr. Lucchino envisioned a renovation that would keep Fenway, which opened in 1912, viable for decades.



"Have you learned nothing?" he said to Charles Steinberg, another Red Sox executive, according to a profile of Mr. Lucchino in The Sports Business Journal in 2021. "You can't destroy the Mona Lisa. You preserve the Mona Lisa."



Mr. Lucchino's combative, competitive personality played into the rivalry between the Red Sox and the Yankees. In 2002, after the Yankees signed the Japanese slugger Hideki Matsui and the Cuban pitcher Jose Contreras within a few days, Mr. Lucchino told The New York Times, "The evil empire extends its tentacles even into Latin America."



The title stuck -- even as Boston's success in the coming years exceeded that of the Yankees. A year later, Mr. Lucchino further described the Yankees-Red Sox dynamic.



"It's white hot," he told The Times. "It's a rivalry on the field, it's a rivalry in the press, it's a rivalry in the front office, it's a rivalry among the fan base."



A full obituary will follow.
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Quotation of the Day: Spotting a Bug That May Have Been Meant to Cripple the Internet


Apr 04, 2024


"I find it very odd. I'm a fairly private person who just sits in front of the computer and hacks on code."



ANDRES FREUND
, a 38-year-old software engineer, on becoming an internet folk hero after inadvertently finding a backdoor hidden in a piece of software that was a possible prelude to a major cyberattack.
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Corrections: April 4, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, April 4, 2024.


Apr 04, 2024


INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about a new project to create a pedestrian-friendly, archaeological area in downtown Rome referred incorrectly to the city's age. It is approaching its fourth millennium, not its third.



An 
article
 on Wednesday about a Canadian lawmaker who testified that China helped get him voters, misidentified the court affiliation of Marie-Josee Hogue. She is a Court of Appeal justice, not a Superior Court justice.



THURSDAY STYLES



An 
article
 last Thursday about outlets where men are buying suits off the rack misstated the starting prices for J. Crew's Ludlow, Kenmare and Crosby suits. The Ludlow starts at about $675, not $298; the Kenmare starts at about $650, not $248; and the Crosby starts at about $675, not $198.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.
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She's Shaking Up Classical Music While Confronting Illness



The pianist Alice Sara Ott, who makes her New York Philharmonic debut this week, is upending concert culture -- and defying stereotypes about multiple sclerosis.




The pianist Alice Sara Ott at Steinway Hall in Midtown. Ott makes her New York Philharmonic debut this week playing Ravel's Piano Concerto in G Major under the baton of Karina Canellakis.




By Javier C. Hernandez


Apr 03, 2024


The pianist Alice Sara Ott, barefoot and wearing a silver bracelet, was smiling and singing to herself the other day as she practiced a jazzy passage of Ravel at Steinway Hall in Midtown Manhattan. A Nintendo Switch, which she uses to warm up her hands, was by her side (another favored tool is a Rubik's Cube). A shot of espresso sat untouched on the floor.



"I feel I have finally found my voice," Ott said during a break. "I feel I can finally be myself."



Ott, 35, who makes her 
New York Philharmonic debut
 this week, has built a global career, recording more than a dozen albums and appearing with top ensembles. She has become a force for change in classical music, embracing new approaches (playing Chopin on beat-up pianos in Iceland) and railing against stuffy concert culture (she performs 
without shoes
, finding it more comfortable).



And Ott, who lives in Munich and has roots in Germany and Japan, has done so while grappling with illness. In 2019, when she was 30, she was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis
. She says she has not shown any symptoms since starting treatment, but the disorder has made her reflect on the music industry's grueling work culture.



"I learned to accept that there is a limit and to not go beyond that," she said. "Everybody knows how to ignore their body and just go on. But there's always a payback."



Ott has used her platform to help dispel myths about multiple sclerosis, a disorder of the central nervous system that can cause a wide range of symptoms, including muscle spasms, numbness and vision problems. She has taken to social media to detail her struggles and to challenge those who have suggested that the illness has affected her playing.



She said she felt she had no choice but to be transparent, saying it was important to show that people with multiple sclerosis could lead full lives.



"I don't consider it as a weakness," she said. "It's a fact. I live with it. And I don't want to make a big drama out of it."



Ott's colleagues describe her as an adventurous musician who has helped bring new audiences to classical music with experiments like "Echoes of Life," a project that blends Chopin preludes with contemporary works, video and Ott's reflections on life and music.



Bryce Dessner, a composer and a guitarist 
who wrote a concerto
 for Ott that she premiered in Zurich this year, said that "what she brings onstage is so specific to her -- it's like she's unlocking some sort of hidden doorway in each piece that she confronts or interprets."



The conductor 
Elim Chan
, who performed with Ott a few months after she began treatment, said that from the start, Ott had a "don't baby me" attitude about her illness.



"She is able to go to a very beautiful and fragile place, but it's also very honest and it has integrity within it," Chan said. "And then she flies from there. And that is something I find very beautiful."



Ott was born in Munich to a Japanese mother, a piano teacher, and a German father, an electrical engineer. She began piano lessons at 4, drawn to the expressive power of music, she said, and when she was 12, she started commuting to Salzburg, Austria, to study with the renowned teacher Karl-Heinz Kammerling.




Ott said she felt she had no choice but to be open about her illness, saying it was important to show that people with multiple sclerosis could lead full lives.




After winning a series of prizes, her career took off, and at 19, she signed with the prestigious label Deutsche Grammophon. Still, she began to feel uneasy about classical music's emphasis on tradition in programming, concert formats and dress. She sometimes faced sexism; a colleague once told her to play a passage of Beethoven like a "cute little Japanese woman," she said. And her packed touring schedule was taking a toll on her as a musician, she said.



"I felt like people were expecting something from me that I could not provide," she said. "I was floating around, and I didn't have stability in the sense of who I was as an artist."



She began to forge her own path, working with artists like the experimental composer Olafur Arnalds to record reimagined versions of Chopin. Eager for a more rugged sound, they went searching for out-of-tune pianos in bars in Reykjavik, Iceland.



In 2014, she released "Scandale," an homage to the Ballets Russes, with the pianist and composer Francesco Tristano, featuring works by Stravinsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, Ravel and Tristano. On tour, they decorated the stage with magenta duct tape and invited the audience to clap along with the music.



"You can really hear the intelligence in the way she performs," Tristano said. "Nothing is left to randomness or sheer virtuosity. She's beyond that. She really wants to make a point about the music she's creating -- that it's relevant today."



In 2018, on tour in Japan, Ott began to experience health problems, feeling some numbness in her lips and later having difficulty walking.



Her doctors said her symptoms were probably caused by stress. But when she returned home to Munich after another tour a couple months later, half of her body went numb. After undergoing tests, she received her diagnosis: relapsing-remitting multiple sclerosis, the most common form, in which symptoms can flare up and dissipate.



At first, Ott said, she was "scared as hell" and panicked. But she also worried about upsetting her family. "There were lots of times," she said, "when I just locked myself somewhere and cried."



Her only knowledge of the illness came from the story of Jacqueline du Pre, 
the British cellist who died in 1987
, at 42, of complications from multiple sclerosis. On the day Ott received her diagnosis, she lost control of her left hand while playing a Chopin nocturne at a recital in Munich. She ran offstage, sat on the floor and cried, and canceled the rest of the concert.



But as Ott read about modern treatments, she grew more optimistic, especially since her illness was in the early stages. In February 2019, about a month after her diagnosis, she 
posted about it
 on Instagram.



"An acknowledgment is not a weakness," she wrote, "but a way to protect and gain strength, both for oneself and for those around us."



Ott was praised for her courage. When she toured, musicians approached her to share their experiences with multiple sclerosis. But her health challenges also drew scrutiny.



When a 
critic reviewing one of Ott's albums last fall
 suggested that its inclusion of some easier pieces was related to her multiple sclerosis, she shot back. 
On Instagram
, she noted that she had explained her choice of repertoire and that she had plans for more albums. She said that such reductive labeling was "the exact reason why it's still so hard for many to come out and talk about their own conditions."



In New York, Ott will perform Ravel's Piano Concerto in G Major with the conductor Karina Canellakis, who is also making her Philharmonic debut, in a program that includes works by Webern, Strauss and Scriabin. (Last year, 
the two were featured
 performing Beethoven in advertisements for 
Apple Music Classical
, the technology giant's streaming service.)



Canellakis said Ott had a "a serenity about her that is infectious."



"There's a sense of pure focus," she said, "and she inspires everyone else around her to assume that state of being."



Ott has been refining her interpretation of the Ravel concerto, which she first performed when she was 17, working to mimic the sound of jazz instruments in the piano part.



On a recent evening, she went to the Blue Note jazz club in Manhattan to hear the Japanese composer and pianist Hiromi. The concert felt intimate and laid-back, she said: People cheered freely, laughed, talked and shared food and drinks.



Ott said she strives to create similar connections with audiences.



"Music itself can only fully blossom when we unite in it," she said. "We have to be vulnerable. That is one of the most beautiful sources of togetherness and strength."
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Critic's Notebook



At New Directors/New Films, the Kids Are Not All Right (Nobody Really Is)



This year's edition of the festival tends toward familiar art-house fare, but there are standouts in which characters young and old grapple with childhood.




Vladimir Perisic's "Lost Country" is set amid a crisis in Hungary and features Jovan Ginic, left, and Jasna Djuricic.




By Manohla Dargis


Apr 03, 2024


The terrific Ukrainian documentary "Intercepted" -- screening in this year's 
New Directors/New Films
 festival -- is an austere and harrowing chronicle of life, death and indifference. For roughly 90 minutes, it juxtaposes images from everyday life in Ukraine with audio gleaned from phone calls between Russian soldiers and their families. As the camera steadily focuses on the devastations of war, you hear these soldiers talking about what they're doing, how they're feeling, what they ate, what they plundered and who they killed.



Directed by Oksana Karpovych, "Intercepted" is tough to watch -- and listen to -- and it's also one of the strongest movies in an uneven lineup running Wednesday through April 14. It's also one of a number of movies that, by turns bluntly and elliptically, either focus on young people or on adults grappling with childhood in some manner. "Intercepted," for one, includes heart-skippingly upsetting images of Ukrainian tots and teens being just kids, riding bikes and frolicking against a cityscape of bombed buildings, though some of its most indelible and dreadful sections feature snippets from the Russians and their families.



In one clip, as a soldier talks to a woman, presumably his wife, their children cry out, "We love and miss you." Separately, another soldier details how he helped torture Ukrainian captives. "If I go there, too," his mother says, "I would enjoy it like you."



A joint venture of Film at Lincoln Center and the Museum of Modern Art, New Directors/New Films focuses on 
emerging filmmakers
; it culls from other festivals across the world and, over the years, it has showcased artists as diverse as Wim Wenders, Wong Kar-wai, Spike Lee, Pedro Almodovar and many others now lost to time. Given that there were relatively few high-profile platforms for younger filmmakers when the event was founded in 1972, its commitment to young talent was laudable; events like Sundance and SXSW, it's worth noting, didn't yet exist. There are far more festivals now, and the website for New Directors says its focus is on filmmakers "who speak to the present and anticipate the future of cinema, and whose bold work pushes the envelope in unexpected, striking ways."




"Intercepted," directed by Oksana Karpovych, contrasts images in war-torn Ukraine with audio from Russian families.




That's an estimable goal, and while I'm unsure how any movie could foresee the future of cinema, I love the optimism of that statement. There has been some worrying chatter about the health of festivals following the pandemic and the industry strikes -- late last year, the Toronto International Film Festival 
cut a dozen staff positions
 -- yet the international circuit remains essential. Among other things, festivals serve as promotional tools, function as markers of distinction in an image-saturated world and help turn audiences into dedicated communities that sustain the larger film ecology. New Directors, for instance, was among the festivals that drew attention to upstarts like Steven Spielberg and Christopher Nolan.



It's unclear to me, though, whether New Directors is looking to bring in moviegoers who aren't already art-house initiates. Festivals have many moving parts and each lineup is beholden to divergent tastes, agendas, institutional directives and bottom-line considerations, like timing and availability. This year's New Directors includes strong work, but it also features too many drifty, energy-challenged movies that seem to have been made with the same art-film manual and to play specifically in festivals. It's nationally diverse, not cinematically. (Once upon a time, New Directors included George Miller's "The Road Warrior.") Despite this narrow focus, I remain a partisan. I'm also curious if it's a coincidence or a sign of the times that a number of titles focus on unhappy kids, or whether the programmers were working through stuff.




Andre Holland and Andra Day in "Exhibiting Forgiveness," directed by Titus Kaphar.




More than a few of these kids are, in fact, adults and, like the protagonist of "Exhibiting Forgiveness," struggling with generational trauma both personal and historical. Directed by the American artist 
Titus Kaphar
, it stars that reliable M.V.P. Andre Holland as a successful painter shaken by visions from his past and the recent return of his long-errant father (an excellent John Earl Jelks). Kaphar makes some shaky choices and there are some ill-conceived characters, including the painter's mother, a cliche made human by Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor's performance. Yet what Holland and Jelks do together can be electric, and they inhabit their roles with a mix of tenderness and fury that gives the movie undeniable force.



More generational suffering informs the tempests in the Brazilian drama "Malu," from Pedro Freire, about an actress -- the charismatic Yara de Novaes -- with testy, at times brutalizing relationships with her adult daughter and mother. The movie's rhythms are more familiar than those in the narratively and visually restless "Omen," from a rapper turned director named Baloji, in which a man returns to his family's home in the Democratic Republic of Congo with his white wife and grapples with his hostile mother, superstition and intolerance. The movie's kinetic, somewhat lurching story interestingly keeps you off balance; I'm still not sure what to make of the ending, but this was a surprise that I'd like to revisit.



Both "Grace" and "Good One" leave moms out of the picture, at least directly. In llya Povolotsky's assured "Grace," a teenager travels the Russian countryside with her taciturn father while living out of a small, dilapidated van and exhibiting movies al fresco. Characterized by austere tableaus, unhurried rhythms and spare dialogue, the movie takes a while to warm up -- the oblique opener and long takes suggest that you're in for some warmed-over moves -- but it pulls you in with its unforced realism and low-key exploration of that blurry gray space between adolescence and adulthood, ignorance and knowing. Equally striking is its vision of Russia as a terminally barren wasteland of nyet and more nyet.




Lily Collias as a New York teenager on a camping trip in "Good One," directed India Donaldson.




India Donaldson's "Good One" features a subtle Lily Collias as a New York teenager who heads off for a camping trip in the Catskills with her father (James Le Gros) and his boisterous old friend (Danny McCarthy). The movie plays like a short film that's been perilously stretched to feature length, but Donaldson has an eye for natural beauty and a gratifying appreciation for silence; it's one of this movie's strengths that she doesn't fill its quiet with the usual American indie-film explanatory yammer. In time, something predictable happens and then something rather less expected does, too, which sharpens this fine feature debut. (The director's father, Roger Donaldson, was featured in the 1981 New Directors.)



Set in Serbia in the 1990s, Vladimir Perisic's "Lost Country" proves to be a bleak, emotional workout about a teenager who comes to realize that his adored mother is complicit in atrocities. Its portrait of conscience in the face of fascism is painful and persuasive, and makes the movie a companion piece to Gabor Reisz's "Explanation for Everything," another festival highlight. Set in contemporary Hungary, this corrosive tale follows what happens after a high school teacher asks a student why he's wearing a patriotic button during exams. It's a seemingly minor query that leads to an escalating crisis -- at home, at school, in the streets -- and a firestorm of nationalist outrage, one that is eerily, unnervingly familiar.



New Directors/New Films



Through April 14 at MoMA and Lincoln Center. For more information go to 
filmlinc.org
 or 
moma.org
.
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Nonfiction



A Gender Theorist Who Just Wants Everyone to Get Along



Judith Butler's new book, "Who's Afraid of Gender?," tries to turn down the heat on an inflamed argument.




"To refuse gender is, sadly, to refuse to encounter ... the complexity that one finds in contemporary life across the world," Butler writes.




By Jennifer Szalai


Apr 03, 2024


WHO'S AFRAID OF GENDER?,
 by Judith Butler



As the example of Judith Butler shows, the boons of intellectual celebrity come at a cost. Yes, your work will command the kind of attention that would be the envy of most scholars; but the substance of that work will get eclipsed by your name, and your name will trigger a reaction in people who have never read a single thing you wrote. Throw some misogyny into the mix, and the most scornful attacks can take a lurid turn -- even (or especially) if, like Butler, you identify as nonbinary. In 2017, when Butler visited Brazil for a conference on democracy, far-right protesters 
burned an effigy of Butler
 dressed in a pink bra and a witch hat.



Despite its notoriously opaque prose, Butler's best-known book, "Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity" (1990), has been both credited and blamed for popularizing a multitude of ideas, including some that Butler doesn't propound, like the notions that biology is entirely unreal and that everybody experiences gender as a choice.



So Butler set out to clarify a few things with "Who's Afraid of Gender?," a new book that arrives at a time when gender has "become a matter of extraordinary alarm." In plain (if occasionally plodding) English, Butler, who uses they/them pronouns, repeatedly affirms that facts do exist, that biology does exist, that plenty of people undoubtedly experience their own gender as "immutable."



What Butler questions instead is how such facts get framed, and how such framing structures our societies and how we live.



Any framework conditions norms and expectations. A binary framework, Butler says, is necessarily complicated by a more expansive view of gender -- one that actually takes into account the variety of human experience and expression. "To refuse gender is, sadly, to refuse to encounter that complexity," Butler writes, "the complexity that one finds in contemporary life across the world." 



Butler, who was trained as a philosopher, finds it curious that their dense, jargon-filled work has been invested with an almost supernatural authority. Conservative Christians have been especially fervent in their insistence that scholars like Butler are corrupting the youth, as if mere exposure to a text amounts to ideological inculcation: "Gender critics imagine that their opponents read gender theory as they themselves read the Bible."








"Who's Afraid of Gender?" started with that burned effigy in Brazil, when Butler realized that gender had become a bugaboo -- or "phantasm," as the book puts it -- for a "rights-stripping" movement that is gaining traction worldwide and is "authoritarian at its core." This "anti-gender ideology movement" targets trans and queer people; it also targets reproductive freedoms. It depicts sexed identity as something that is not only natural, obvious and unquestionable, but also zero-sum; it asserts that tolerance means exclusion, not inclusion -- that advocates of "gender ideology" want to take rights away from everyone else.



"It is not possible to fully reconstruct the arguments used by the anti-gender ideology movement because they do not hold themselves to standards of consistency or coherence," Butler writes. Pope Francis, despite being known for some of his progressive views, has compared gender theory to nuclear annihilation and the indoctrination of Hitler Youth.



But incoherence can be powerful. So-called gender ideology has been portrayed as both a licentious force and a totalitarian one -- stoking personal liberty and steamrolling it at the same time. The church draws menacing connections between gender theory and pedophilia and harm to children. Butler finds such sanctimony especially rich: "In this standoff between church and feminism and LGBTQIA+ rights, where has the child molestation actually taken place?"



Butler makes ample use of such rhetorical questions. The tone of "Who's Afraid of Gender?" is mostly calm, the argument methodical, the mockery gentle. A chapter on the incendiary subject of trans-exclusionary feminism focuses on debates in Britain. Butler calls it "stunning and sad" that feminists who consider themselves progressive could find common cause with a "new fascism," a movement that is bent on imposing the kind of patriarchal hierarchy that feminism has always opposed. Butler asks trans-exclusionary feminists who argue that "gender mutability" amounts to an attack on "womanhood" to notice that their own bodies and genders are still intact: "Has anything truly been lost or taken away?"



Feminists, Butler says, need to keep their eyes on the prize: "a world in which we can move and breathe and love without fear of violence." Coalitions have always been necessary to feminism, and they have always been difficult. "Coalitions do not require mutual love," Butler writes. "They require only a shared insight that oppressive forces can be defeated by acting together and moving forward with difficult differences without insisting on their ultimate resolution."



It's certainly a hopeful sentiment -- one that stands out in a debate in which hopeful sentiments often seem exceedingly rare. Conversations about gender have become so inflamed that the task, Butler says, "is to slow the entire public discussion down." Indeed, since "Who's Afraid of Gender?" was published, some critics have faulted Butler for turning the temperature down 
too
 low -- for making an argument that is 
"tepid" and "uninspiringly careful"
; for stating the obvious by training such mighty brainpower on 
"the silliest figments of conservative fantasies"
; for being so committed to coalition building that the book lands on 
"a needlessly conciliatory position."



Yet the same book has also been excoriated for doing the exact opposite: for 
demonizing opponents
 and for dismissing them as 
"fascist-adjacent."
 It's a mark of how charged the subject is that Butler's book-length intervention, their bid "to slow the entire public discussion down," has been received as both a tame peace offering and an outrageous insult.



And perhaps there's a vacuum left by this book precisely because Butler, in a bid to bring people together, generally steers clear of some of the most inflammatory nodes of the debate. They easily challenge red-state directives to investigate parents seeking gender-affirming care for their children, which are patently cruel and controlling; but they don't really get into the fierce disagreements among people, including those who want to support their children, on what that care should entail and when it should happen.



On a recent episode of the podcast "Why Is This Happening," Butler was asked how they thought about such questions. "I think gender-affirming care is, broadly speaking, or should be, a commitment to listening to what young people are saying and trying to give them a safe environment in which to explore everything they need to explore," Butler said. "I don't think it should be accelerated, in a panicked way. I also am very opposed to it being blocked." It's a generous, open-minded answer; but it also sounds like a bit of a cop-out.



Toward the end of the book, Butler makes a few obligatory remarks about the importance of continuing the conversation, about the need to listen to one another, about the dangers of shutting people down. "We cannot censor each other's positions just because we do not want to hear them," they declare, somewhat cryptically, issuing this free-speech directive at everyone in general and therefore no one in particular. Still, I appreciated Butler's commitment to holding open a space for thinking. "In the grip of a phantasm, it is hard to think," Butler writes. "And yet thinking and imagining have never been more important."



WHO'S AFRAID OF GENDER?
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By Judith Butler
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 | 
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 | 
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Protests Over Gaza Intensify at American Art Museums



A protest at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco led to the resignation of its leader and to a monthlong closure of its galleries.




A protest over the war in Gaza led the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco to close its galleries for a month.




By Zachary Small and Marc Tracy


Apr 02, 2024


The event at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts in February was titled "Love Letter to SoMa," after the San Francisco neighborhood that the contemporary art museum calls home.



But eight of the artists involved in it staged an intervention called "Love Letter to Gaza," altering their own works, including by spray-painting "Viva Palestine" on one, and unfurling a banner that said "No More Blood Money -- Ceasefire Now." The artists' 
demands
 included calls for the museum to boycott Israeli institutions and "remove all Zionist board members and funders."



In the aftermath, the museum closed its galleries for a month and its interim chief executive, Sara Fenske Bahat, resigned.



"For me as an individual, the last weeks have been excruciating," she wrote in her resignation letter. "Not just as a leader, but as a Jewish leader." She wrote that the "vitriolic and antisemitic backlash directed at me personally" had made remaining intolerable. "I no longer feel safe in our own space, including due to the actions of some of our own employees," she wrote.



The Yerba Buena Center for the Arts event was among the most dramatic in a series of demonstrations about the Israel-Hamas war that have rocked the cultural sector in recent months with protests, withdrawals and other calls for boycotts.



In February, security officials temporarily closed the Museum of Modern Art in New York after 
hundreds of demonstrators
 occupied its atrium and distributed pamphlets accusing trustees with financial ties to Israeli companies of complicity in the war.



Last month, hundreds of protesters gathered on the steps of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and unfurled an artist quilt honoring Palestinians. As demonstrators sang and played instruments, other activists distributed pamphlets inside that labeled one trustee as a "Zionist" and another as a "war profiteer." The group also praised a 
letter signed
 earlier that month by more than 150 staff members asking museum leaders to "take a stand in defense of Palestinians and the cultural heritage of Palestine."




Demonstrators calling for a cease-fire in Gaza rallied in front of the Brooklyn Museum in February.




Dozens of speakers and performers 
pulled out of
 the South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas, last month to protest the event's sponsorship by the U.S. Army and U.S. defense contractors in light of what activists characterized as their entanglement with Israel's military.



In Europe, the Nobel Prize-winning author 
Annie Ernaux
 advocated a boycott against German state-funded institutions over the government of Germany's support for Israel. Protesters have sought to keep Israeli representatives out of international events including the 
Venice Biennale
 and 
Eurovision 2024
.



Those who support boycotting Israeli institutions see it as a nonviolent way to push for change, modeled on the fight against apartheid in South Africa. But there are many officials in the art world who see boycotts as incompatible with the spirit of artistic freedom and interchange.



"In the cultural arena, boycotting is counterproductive to getting to understanding, engagement and a brighter path," said James S. Snyder, the director of the Jewish Museum in New York, which has also 
faced protests
, in an interview.



Nonprofit executives said that commenting on the war -- or even releasing a general statement lamenting the suffering of Israelis and Palestinians -- can draw intense criticism and reduce revenue.



In New York, a 
2016 executive order
 signed by Andrew Cuomo, the former governor, allows the state to withdraw funding from institutions that declare themselves part of the boycott against Israel. (There are similar measures or laws in 
37 other states
, according to Palestine Legal, an organization that tracks the issue.)



In San Francisco, the artists who staged the intervention asked the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts to commit to the Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel, which 
describes
 Israeli academic and cultural institutions as "complicit in the Israeli system of oppression that has denied Palestinians their basic rights guaranteed by international law."



Bahat, the outgoing director, said that the call for a boycott, which some employees signed, "asks us to ban artists based on their national origin."



"This is not only illegal, and in violation of our lease agreement (let alone our mission), it is immoral for an organization that believes the arts are a pathway to bettering and connecting individuals and society," she wrote.



The museum's galleries reopened to the public in mid-March with the altered artworks and the references to Palestinian liberation intact. But the show carries a number of caveats, including a content warning and a message in bold letters: "The opinions expressed by each artist are their own, and are not those of YBCA."



Renuka Kher, the museum's chairwoman, said in a statement that the museum had worked to reopen its galleries "as quickly and as thoughtfully as possible." She said that the board was looking for a new interim chief executive and continuing its search for a new permanent leader, which she said had been already underway.
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Scheming and Sex in a Queer King's Court



In the historical drama "Mary and George," new on Starz, Julianne Moore plays an ambitious mother whose son catches the eye of King James I of England.




Julianne Moore as Mary Villiers and Nicholas Galitzine as George, her son, in "Mary and George."




By Roslyn Sulcas


Mar 29, 2024


Standing in a shadowy archway on a bridge leading into Broughton Castle in Oxfordshire, England, sheep nibbling the grass below, Julianne Moore curtsied deeply, lowering her eyes before a splendidly gowned woman. "Your Majesty," she began, before being drowned out by a loud "baa" from the sheep. Moore burst out laughing, as did her fellow actress, Trine Dyrholm, who was playing Queen Anne of England. "Talk to the sheep!" Moore commanded the director, Oliver Hermanus. "Tell them we're doing a TV mini-series!"



That mini-series is the 
visually sumptuous, seven-part "Mary and George
," strewn with sex scenes that look like Caravaggio paintings and riddled with all the good things: intrigue, scheming, cunning and villainy. The show, which 
premieres on Starz on April 5
, was inspired by Benjamin Woolley's 2018 nonfiction book, 
"The King's Assassin,"
 and tells the mostly true tale of Mary Villiers (Moore), a minor 17th-century aristocrat with major ambitions, and her ridiculously handsome son, George (
Nicholas Galitzine)
, who she uses as a path to power and riches at the court of King James I (Tony Curran).



James likes ridiculously handsome young men. "The king," says Mary's new husband, Lord Compton, "is a dead-eyed, horny-handed horror who surrounds himself with many deceitful well-hung beauties."




From left: Laurie Davidson as the Earl of Somerset, Tony Curran as King James I and Trine Dyrholm as Queen Anne.




George's ascent isn't easy: Mary must get the current favorite, the Earl of Somerset (Laurie Davidson), out of the way; forge and break alliances; and murder the odd opponent. George, naive and insecure, must learn how to deploy his beauty and charm. But over the course of the series, George becomes a powerful political figure, with Mary a formidable, frequently antagonistic, presence alongside him.



"These are people who use sex not just for intimacy and relationship building, but for power, as a transaction," Moore said in a video interview. "The most compelling thing to me about Mary was that she was very aware of how limited her choices were. She had no autonomy, her only paths are through the men she is married to, or her sons." George, she said, "is almost her proxy; he has access to a world she doesn't have."



Moore added that she was also intrigued by playing "a not particularly admirable character. There is a neediness and voraciousness in her that is kind of shocking," she said. "She rips through life and people." (The one exception is her uncharacteristically tender relationship with Sandie, a brothel owner played by Niamh Algar.)



George, at least at the outset, is quite different. "When we meet him, he is a very soft, fragile young man," Galitzine said. "Then gradually, through the machinations of his mother, he turns into a coarse villain." He and Moore didn't discuss their characters or relationship much, he said, which fed his interpretation. "George feels very uneasy around his mother a lot of the time, he doesn't know whether her love for him is unconditional," he said. "In a lot of ways, their relationship is much less tender than the one he has with James."




The show was inspired by Benjamin Woolley's nonfiction book, "The King's Assassin," which tells the mostly true tale of a minor aristocrat who uses her son as a path to power.




The king was a fascinating, complex character to play, Curran said, and much less well-known than his Tudor predecessors. "Julianne was the only American in the show, and said she didn't know much about King James. Then she got to England and realized that no one there knew much about him either," he said. "But he was an influential monarch: a king who did not go to war, a misunderstood king, a queer king, a Scottish king on an English throne."



Although James's sexuality drives the story, Curran said that surviving letters between George and the king suggest a deep relationship. "Nick and I talked about that a lot," he said. "How their relationship grew, whether James was in love with George, and if it was reciprocated."



Our current era tends to see history through a Victorian lens, said the producer Liza Marshall, who developed the show after being intrigued when she heard about a lecture on James's sexuality. "We think we invented modern sexuality, but I think people accepted the king, who was married with nine children, liked handsome young men, and didn't judge that."



The show's writer, D.C. Moore ("Killing Eve"), said he knew immediately that the characters' language "had to have a wit and a verve and a drive, and be front-footed and unashamed." He added that, although he wove in phrases from George and James's letters and other historical sources, he had been "free and fresh with the dialogue, because I wanted people to understand this era."




Curran said that surviving letters between George and the king suggest a relationship that was more than just sex.




Hermanus, the show's lead director
 -- who had never worked in TV before, and whose movies have mostly been set in modern-day South Africa -- said that when he read the first three episodes, he laughed out loud. "It was so funny and brave and daring and mad," he said. "I thought, I'd love to try that, because I had never worked in that tone before."



He developed an "animalistic and cutthroat" aesthetic, showing the production team and cast collages of "animals being torn apart, pheasants being attacked by dogs, swans being assaulted. It felt like the right reference: Eat, or be eaten."



The director added that he had used a lot of slow motion to enhance the painterly settings. "You have time to absorb the details and create drama," he said. "People staring at each other: Who is looking at who, who is plotting against who?"



Hermanus, who directed the first three episodes (Alex Winckler and Florian Cossen were the other directors) said that he had been emphatic about wanting the sex scenes to be specific. "We had a great intimacy coordinator, and it was really great to be adventurous about how we choreographed those scenes," he said.



Moore said that she had loved the vitality and urgency of the show, and the awareness that "this history could be told through a female lens, a queer lens. Oliver always said it felt very punk, very active and modern." She laughed. "It's not a historical drama that is relaxing!"
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Ye Praised Hitler and Spoke of 'Going for the Gays,' Lawsuit Claims



A former employee sued the rapper formerly known as Kanye West, claiming a hostile work environment at Yeezy, his fashion brand, and Donda Academy, his private school.




Ye, formerly known as Kanye West, at Milan Fashion Week in February.




By Julia Jacobs


Apr 02, 2024


Ye, the rapper formerly known as Kanye West, was sued Tuesday by a former employee who accused him of discrimination and creating a hostile work environment by calling Adolf Hitler "great," disparaging Jews and saying that "gay people are not true Christians."



The lawsuit was filed in Los Angeles Superior Court by Trevor Phillips, who says he was hired in November 2022, around the time a series of antisemitic remarks publicly made by Ye lost the artist his major-label record deal and put his businesses in jeopardy.



Phillips was initially hired to oversee "projects related to growing cotton" and other plants in an effort to make Yeezy, Ye's fashion brand, "self-sustainable," the lawsuit said, and then went on to work for Donda Academy, Ye's private school in Southern California.



Phillips's lawsuit claims that Ye made antisemitic comments in front of staff members at Donda Academy, including, "the Jews are out to get me" and "the Jews are stealing all my money." After Adidas 
ended its decade-long partnership
 with Ye over his public remarks, the lawsuit claimed, the rapper told Phillips: "The Jews are working with Adidas to freeze up my money to try and make me broke!"



The lawsuit claims that Ye treated Black employees at Donda Academy, including Phillips, "considerably worse than white employees."



Representatives for Ye and Donda Academy did not immediately respond to requests for comment on the lawsuit.



Late last year, as he was preparing to release new music, Ye put out a statement written in Hebrew in which he 
apologized to the Jewish community
 for his remarks, writing "I deeply regret any pain I may have caused." His newest album, a collaboration with the R&B singer Ty Dolla Sign called "Vultures 1," has been a streaming success, giving Ye 
the 11th No. 1 album
 of his career.



Most of the 
remarks that torpedoed
 Ye's corporate deals were made in public, including on social media and on podcasts. In the lawsuit, Phillips describes comments he claims Ye made in private. The lawsuit says that during a conversation at the Nobu Hotel in Malibu, Calif., Ye said the Holocaust was "fake," called Hitler "great," adding: "Hitler was an innovator! He invented so many things. He's the reason we have cars."



In that same meeting, the lawsuit accuses Ye of making homophobic and antisemitic remarks, saying: "Yeah I am going for the gays! FIRST the Jews, THEN the gays."



The lawsuit contains a screenshot of a text message it claims Ye sent to Phillips taking issue with how he carried out a task. "I am on some complete Hitler level stuff," Ye says, then adds, "Minus the gas chambers."



The lawsuit took issue with Ye's conduct at Donda Academy, the school 
he founded
. It claims that Ye told two children enrolled there that "he wanted them to shave their heads and that he intended to put a jail at the school -- and that they could be locked in cages."



"The staff quickly distracted the children," the lawsuit says, "and escorted them out of the room."



In a 2022 
television interview
, Ye said Donda Academy had more than 80 students and that its mission was "to be a performing arts school, to be a design school, an architecture school, a farming school, an automotive engineering school, a computer hardware and software school" as well as to "teach the Gospel."



The suit said that Phillips's daughter and younger brother attended the school, and that Phillips's mother had helped him get the job there. The current status of Donda Academy, which has been named in other lawsuits brought by former employees, is unclear.
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Jazz at Lincoln Center's New Season Includes Tribute to Bayard Rustin



The civil rights activist's life and legacy will be honored in a 2024-25 lineup that will also include spotlights on jazz history, and a rising star to warm up November.




Wynton Marsalis, left, the artistic director of Jazz at Lincoln Center, performing with the center's orchestra at a festival in Romania last summer.




By Christopher Kuo


Apr 02, 2024


Jazz at Lincoln Center announced its 2024-25 concert season on Tuesday, which will include performances that celebrate the 20th anniversary of the center's Frederick P. Rose Hall, a tribute to the 
civil rights activist Bayard Rustin
 and concerts by Grammy Award-winning artists.



The season will run from Sept. 19, 2024, to June 14, 2025, and will begin with Hot Jazz and Swing, in which the music director Loren Schoenberg will guide the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra through revitalized arrangements of 1920s and '30s tunes.



On Oct. 18-19, Bryan Carter, a drummer and composer, will lead the Jazz at Pride Orchestra in honoring the life and legacy of Rustin.



Other nods to the past will focus on the history of jazz. Led by Wynton Marsalis, the artistic director of Jazz at Lincoln Center, the center's orchestra will perform 10 concerts that will each pay homage to a decade of jazz history, from the 1920s to the present.



Performances in February will honor the early years of jazz and its many inspirations by incorporating cuts from blues, gospel, country and bluegrass, as well as from recordings by Louis Armstrong, 
Duke Ellington
 and others. On Nov. 8-9, a pair of concerts will focus on the jazz pioneers 
Thelonious Monk
, Bud Powell, Tadd Dameron and others.



From Jan. 16-18, Cool School & Hard Bop concerts will explore midcentury jazz, featuring works from Miles Davis, Art Blakey, 
Max Roach
 and others. And May 29-31, the saxophonist Ted Nash will lead the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra in performances of new arrangements of music associated with the 1970s.



The season will also include more modern performances, including concerts that will feature music from Joanne Brackeen, Charlie Haden, Terence Blanchard and others.



Several concerts will also spotlight specific musicians. On Nov. 15-16, Joshua Redman will return to the Rose Theater in a collaboration with Gabrielle Cavassa, a rising star from New Orleans. Later in the season, on Feb. 14-15, Dianne Reeves will perform in a Valentine's Day celebration filled with songs about romance and heartbreak. The pianist and composer Monty Alexander will celebrate his 80th birthday by performing on Jan. 24-25, while Anat Cohen and her brothers will celebrate her 50th birthday with performances of early swing, post-bop and Brazilian choro on March 14-15.



The final performances of the season, June 13-14, will feature music directed by Marsalis and will showcase works by the veteran band members Chris Crenshaw, Vincent Gardner and others.
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Review: Jonathan Tetelman Arrives at the Met in 'La Rondine'



The tenor sang the role of Ruggero in a revival of Puccini's opera that was performed with such restraint, it verged on overly careful.




Angel Blue, left, and Jonathan Tetelman in Puccini's "La Rondine" at the Metropolitan Opera.




By Oussama Zahr


Apr 03, 2024


The revival of Nicolas Joel's Art Deco-inspired production of 
Puccini's "La Rondine"
 at the Metropolitan Opera highlights a quality that Puccini is not necessarily known for: restraint.



In 
his headline-making debut
, the Chilean-born American singer Jonathan Tetelman, who has a Deutsche Grammophon recording contract and the potential to become the house's next major Italian-opera tenor, didn't necessarily arrive with a splash.



His performance had the careful craft of an Olympic diver who breaks the water's surface without generating ripples. His second assignment this month is another Puccini work, "Madama Butterfly," and in a show of faith from the company, he will star in high-definition simulcasts of both operas ("La Rondine" on April 20 and "Madama Butterfly" on May 11).



Tall and willowy, Tetelman sang in a performance of "La Rondine" on Tuesday, his third show in the run, with a hyper-focused, brightly resonant voice that conveyed the sunny ping of an Italianate instrument. As Ruggero, he traced fastidious lines through the full length of Puccini's lavish melodies, holding them taut before releasing them, and artfully negotiated his registers.



His approach yields beautiful results in recordings, balancing ardor and sensitivity in a voice of impressive size, but in a live setting, it feels overly controlled. There's a lean quality to his timbre that renders climaxes loud rather than thrilling. His somewhat studied performance affirms the admirable seriousness with which he approaches operatic art, and it will be exciting to hear him once he figures out how to conceal the artifice required to make it.



"La Rondine" was originally conceived as an operetta, and it retains the trappings of one, with waltzes, toasts, snatches of spoken dialogue and a maid-in-disguise. Puccini's sumptuous musical DNA is so dominant, though, that it never fails to sound like his operas. In some ways, it is a poor man's -- or more precisely, a rich man's -- "La Boheme." Set in Paris, with two couples (one serious, the other comical), "La Rondine" trades the earlier opera's tear-jerking story of young love troubled by poverty for one of young love troubled by wealth.



Magda, the kept woman, can be portrayed as a jaded demimondaine, an elegant sophisticate or a constrained young lover yearning to break free. At the Met, the soprano Angel Blue didn't choose any of those; she was a likable presence that tested the dramatic limits of pleasantness. With her warm smile, diffuse middle register and tremulous phrase endings, she was a bashful heroine. Even at her best, when she catapulted her voice into the auditorium for pealing high notes, she seemed to do so reluctantly.



In the pit, the conductor Speranza Scappucci, who made her Met debut in 2022 with 
a dynamic "Rigoletto,"
 luxuriated in Puccini's score. She tends to faithfully render a composer's style, but without consistently connecting it to the action. With "La Rondine," she found fleeting moments of perfumed languor and painted in broad, bold colors. At slow tempos, the orchestra could turn soupy and directionless; at fast ones, it danced briskly but gracelessly.



Emily Pogorelc (Lisette) and Bekhzod Davronov (Prunier), both making Met debuts, were an endearing odd couple. Pogorelc's assertive maid had a brightly cutting sound and a spunky point of view, and Davronov's poet wore his self-indulgence with the light touch of someone who doesn't feel the need to try hard at anything. Alfred Walker, as Magda's patron, Rambaldo, was dignified and unbothered in the face of her caprice.



In Act III, Blue and Tetelman began to overcome the restraint that straitjacketed their performances, allowing Magda's and Ruggero's heightened feelings to color their voices. Blue's guilt-stricken despair and Tetelman's dusky hopes suddenly flushed the cheeks of their characters, bringing them to life just as their love affair was coming to an end.



La Rondine



Through April 20 at the Metropolitan Opera, Manhattan; 
metopera.org
.
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In Cowboy Hats and Fringe, BeyHive Turns Out in Nashville for Beyonce



On Friday night, in the capital of country music, the artist's fans showed up in force to celebrate "Cowboy Carter."




Shatara Wade, left, Ma'at Sankofa, center, and Jeneisha Harris, during a listening party on Friday night in Nashville for Beyonce's new album, "Cowboy Carter." 




By Emily Cochrane


Mar 30, 2024


Beyonce fans had spent the day racing from store to store, searching for their first cowboy hat or pair of white cowboy boots. They brought out the denim jackets lined with silver fringe, the brown and white cow print skirts and the silver rhinestones to stud just above their eyelid.



Then on Friday night, they headed downtown to the famed strip of honky-tonks and bars on Lower Broadway in Nashville to listen to Beyonce's new album, 
"Cowboy Carter,"
 a tapestry of not only country music, but also contemporary pop music, funk and other genres.



"I've never seen so many people that look like me in cowboy hats in my life," Nia Blair, 24, marveled, dancing in her own pair of new boots. She added, "one album did all this."



There was no shortage of celebrations of the superstar's new album this week: There were listening parties from 
Atlanta
 to 
Houston
, a 
fan day
 at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland and a seemingly endless stream of on-theme posts from 
brands
 and 
politicians
.




Sunset Wilson and Nadia Agahozo. 




But this is Nashville, where the 
iron gates of the country music business
 and its radio stations have fortified its brand as "Music City" with a history of minimizing the women and musicians of color who helped build its foundation or sought to expand its horizons.



It is also where some of its fandom and critics 
rebuffed
 Beyonce's performance at the Country Music Association Awards with the Chicks in 2016, a moment implied to be the catalyst for the creation of the album.



This party was different.



"Tonight is really just a message saying that we are here in Nashville," said Dede Neahn West, who helped organize the listening party on the rooftop of Acme Feed & Seed, a refurbished farm store that now boasts four floors of music and events. "It's just giving honor and celebrating, and celebrating our culture."



Just over a week before the album was set to be released, Ms. West and Aaron Bell, a 
longtime Nashville producer and musician
, began talking about putting together an event in the city to bring Black fans together to celebrate what many see as the triumph of the album's artistry, the acknowledgment of the extra barriers musicians of color face and the promise of more to come.



"Being a Black person here -- Broadway has nothing that reflects us," said Mr. Bell, a D.J. who frequently performs as A.B. Eastwood and like others, said he has found a more inclusive space to perform at Acme Feed & Seed. "It was important to do it on Broadway."



"Nashville, we love you," he said, but, "we don't have to wait on anybody to give us the OK."




The listening party was held at Acme Feed & Seed, a refurbished farm store with four floors of music and events.




The release of the album has jolted the country music industry. But it has also created an exhausting and emotional whirlwind of attention for the legions of musicians, producers and artists who had already worked for years in Nashville to create a space for Black musicians in a genre they loved, some said in interviews.



"Beyonce has brought us all together for this night alone, which we can be grateful for," said Tanner Davenport, co-director of the 
Black Opry
, which has given a platform to Black country and folk artists, including through 
a touring revue
, since 2021. But he added, the reason he and others "stay in this area is because of the community that's here."



There is not yet an indication that the Nashville conglomerate of labels and executives has drastically changed its approach, particularly given its lasting dependence on 
terrestrial radio
. That has left open questions about whether financial and institutional opportunities will come to other Black country artists, even as the initial songs from "Cowboy Carter" have 
broken country music records
.



"The greatest opportunity that we have for change here is the fact that she's exposed the idea of country music to a ton of people who now seemed more receptive to engaging with it -- which the fact that they were not receptive is through no fault of their own," said Holly G, 
the founder of the Black Opry
.



She added, "I think what we have an opportunity for now is to build a fan base that can exist and thrive outside of these spaces that have not made us feel welcome."



And the listening party on Friday, titled "Kinfolk," was a signal that perhaps those fans could be drawn in.




Carlos DeFord Bailey, center, at the event on Friday night. 





Lex Flowers dances on Friday night.




On Friday night, past where bachelorette parties and tourists flocked to the rest of the famed strip of honky-tonks and bars owned by stars like Kid Rock, Jason Aldean and Luke Bryan, hundreds of people brought the rooftop at Acme Feed & Seed to its capacity.



A line of fans in fringe, denim and leather snaked through the floor below, as others crowded the rooftop, posed for photos with friends and listened to calls to buy more records and tickets for other artists. Attendees spoke about how this was the first country album they had listened to in its entirety, how it had prompted them to begin listening to other Black country artists or the joy they felt being surrounded by other Black country music fans.



"We've never felt comfortable even playing music -- country music -- on Broadway, but it's nice to be here tonight with people that respect what we do and respect what we look like," said Brandon Campbell, who performs with his twin brother, Derek, as the country duo The Kentucky Gentlemen.



To celebrate a Black woman's country album on Broadway given a decade of challenging experiences in the city, he added, "is really big, mentally, physically, emotionally for us."



Video of the 2016 performance at the Country Music Association Awards played on loop on televisions behind the bar, as bartenders served drink specials like The Bey-Hive, a discounted cocktail can, and Texas Hold' Em, a whiskey sour made with whiskey from a Black-owned distillery in Nashville.



"It's a lot of fun, and seeing the fact that people are actually willing to dress up and come out?" said MaKayla Stovall, 25. "It makes me feel a certain amount of pride, being Black and from the South."



Brandon Robinson, 27, said, "I hate that she didn't have a good time last time, so I'm glad that we can have a good time for her."



When it was time to start playing the album, there was raucous applause, phones and studded cowboy hats held high into the night sky in time with the music.




Reyna Roberts, left, and Brittney Spencer, right, who are both featured on the new album.




And when two of the Black women featured on the album, 
Brittney Spencer and Reyna Roberts
, appeared onstage together, the crowd roared. A woman in a cowboy hat and long white coat wiped away tears, as the two women sang along to their own harmonies on the album's cover of the Beatles song "Blackbird."



"This is incredible," Ms. Spencer told the crowd before the next song began to play. "I love Black Nashville."
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How do we define furniture? It might seem like a silly question, but it's one that kept coming up in October of last year, when, in a conference room on the 15th floor of The New York Times building, six experts -- the architects and interior designers 
Rafael de Cardenas
 and 
Daniel Romualdez
; the Museum of Modern Art's senior curator of architecture and design, 
Paola Antonelli
; the actress and avid furniture collector 
Julianne Moore
; the artist and sculptor 
Katie Stout
; and T's design and interiors director, 
Tom Delavan
 -- gathered for nearly three hours to make a list of the most influential chairs, sofas and tables, as well as some less obvious household objects, from the past century.



The goal was to land on a wide range of offerings, but there were parameters: To qualify, each piece was required to have been fabricated, even if just as a prototype, within the past 100 years. It also needed to be at least slightly functional. (The Japanese architect Oki Sato's 2007 
Cabbage chair
, a treatise on sustainability constructed entirely from a roll of disused paper, isn't the sturdiest place to sit; nonetheless, it was nominated.) Lighting was excluded from the debate -- "which is nuts," said de Cardenas, a former men's wear designer who started his firm in 2006 -- unless it was attached to, say, a desk. (The Italian architect and designer Ettore Sottsass's illuminated Ultrafragola mirror, which presaged selfie culture by decades, made the cut.) There were no limits placed on provenance, and a piece didn't need to have been designed by a known name, or even attributable. The jurors were determined to avoid what Antonelli described as "the usual collectors' items by white German, French and Italian males with a smattering of women, no Latin American or Black -- and very little Asian -- representation." While the final list, presented below in roughly the order it was discussed, and not reflecting any kind of hierarchy, does include an icon or two (to omit Charles and Ray Eames or Le Corbusier, the group decided, would be a mistake), diversity of maker (and of materials, styles, processes and prices) was a consideration. In each case, the objects represented more than comfort or utility; every innovation is, in its own way, a historical artifact -- a response to the prosperity or unrest into which it was born or a proposal for a more efficient world, maybe a better one.




From left: Paola Antonelli, Julianne Moore, Nick Haramis, Daniel Romualdez, Tom Delavan, Rafael de Cardenas and Katie Stout, photographed at The New York Times on Oct. 12, 2023.




The participants were asked to 
submit a list of 10 suggestions beforehand
, revealing their own unique tastes and interests. Stout, who curated 
a show in 2020
 with the Shaker Museum in Chatham, N.Y., argued that a bonnet is a slipcover for the head and should count as furniture. (She was voted down.) Moore, an avowed minimalist, petitioned to include austere creations in marble or wood by Poul Kjaerholm and Donald Judd. Romualdez's more classical choices -- among them a daybed by the mid-20th-century French designer Marc du Plantier and a patinated bronze table by the Swiss sculptor Diego Giacometti from the 1980s -- were influenced by the luxurious interiors he saw in American magazines while growing up in Manila in the Philippines, long before he'd work for the architects Thierry Despont and Robert A.M. Stern and later open a firm of his own. As Delavan said, "Daniel's were the chicest. Julianne's were the purest. Katie's were the wackiest. Rafael's were the campiest. And mine were the dullest." Antonelli's were, perhaps, the most comprehensive: She created three separate lists to accommodate her top picks, runners-up and wild cards. "I just want us to express an idea of design that excites the world," she said. As the members of the group settled into the room's upholstered cantilever chairs -- imitations of a Bauhaus style popularized in the 1920s by the Hungarian German Modernist Marcel Breuer -- they nodded and offered words of encouragement. And then they got down to business. 
-- Nick Haramis



This conversation has been edited and condensed.



1. Piero Gatti, Cesare Paolini and Franco Teodoro, Sacco Chair, 1968



Considered the original beanbag, the Sacco chair is the rare design object to become an instant classic in both rec rooms and museum collections. It was included in MoMA's seminal 1972 show "
Italy: The New Domestic Landscape
," which presented furnishings that looked beyond aesthetics and function and toward sociocultural shifts, including the rejection of bourgeois propriety. "Imagine trying to be stuffy while slouching in a beanbag chair," said the show's curator, the architect and industrial designer Emilio Ambasz. Indeed, the vaguely pear-shaped blob of stitched vinyl filled with polystyrene beads -- the transparent prototype was partially inspired by piles of snow -- molded to the body of the sitter and encouraged lounging of the highest order; the hard part was getting out of it. Now that we better understand the environmental impact of polystyrene, the Italian furniture company Zanotta, which has produced the piece from the start and continues to call it the "anatomical easy-chair," has experimented with a version stuffed with bioplastic derived from sugar cane. 
-- Kate Guadagnino




A classic 1968 version, featuring a leather shell filled with polystyrene beads.




Tom Delavan:
 It was revolutionary in terms of material, and it really did filter down to so many imitations that are less expensive. It also addressed how people's lives were changing: We're slouching lower and lower as time goes by.



Paola Antonelli: 
I used to say it was like the Kama Sutra: It has tons of positions. And it was a symbol of an era. I remember pictures of bearded revolutionaries smoking their joints on it. It was all about huddling together and rethinking the world, and it's still as fresh as ever. I love the fact that you can find it in different shapes. My only big concern about that chair is sustainability. But there're so many other fillers beside polystyrene, right? I think you can use mushroom mycelium.



Katie Stout:
 I wish we were all lounging on beanbags right now.



2. Le Corbusier, LC14 Tabouret Cabanon, 1952




A Cassina reconstruction of Le Corbusier's cabin in Roquebrune-Cap-Martin, France, with a Cabanon stool.




Some of the best design originates at home. A great example is the LC14 Tabouret Cabanon, which the Swiss-born French architect Charles-Edouard Jeanneret, known as Le Corbusier, built for his cabin in Roquebrune-Cap-Martin, a vacation shack that he designed (reportedly in 45 minutes) on the French Riviera. At roughly 160 square feet, the residence was almost monastic, with most of the furniture built in. An exercise in pure functionality, the boxes can be used as chairs, side tables and storage. Made of wood -- the Cabanon is chestnut, though other iterations come in oak -- they were inspired by a whiskey crate the architect found on the beach, with dovetail joints and oblong holes in the sides for lifting. Prefiguring both modular furniture and the nothing-to-hide sensibility of industrial decor, they serve as rustic altars to the right angle, about which Le Corbusier once wrote, "Simple and naked / yet knowable. ... It is the answer and the guide." 
-- Rose Courteau




Le Corbusier, photographed by Rogi Andre circa 1937.




Julianne Moore:
 In my business, this is what we call an apple box. I stand on one if I'm shorter than the actor I'm working with. Le Corbusier created an object of desirability, but it's something you could make yourself and use a million different ways. [The English furniture designer] Jasper Morrison did his own version. I have two in my house that were built by a grip to hold a certain kind of camera. A painter once said to me, "They're sort of amazing. They look like a [Constantin] Brancusi [sculpture]." It's a simple object that reminds different people of different things. And while it's sort of silly that the Corbusier version has become this untouchable museum piece, I like the fact that it's just a box.



Delavan:
 I'm going to argue against it. You can't say that Le Corbusier invented the box. My feeling is that he was basically reusing a thing that already existed.



Rafael de Cardenas:
 I'm not defending it, but he did recontextualize it.



Antonelli:
 Even though I've never been a fan of this, I buy your argument. I had [the Italian architect and designer Achille] Castiglioni as a teacher. And he used to always say that redesign is a legitimate form of design -- to take something that exists in the world and appropriate it and improve upon it.



3. Le Corbusier, Pierre Jeanneret and Charlotte Perriand; Chaise Longue a Reglage Continu; 1928




Charlotte Perriand, photographed circa 1929 on the chaise longue she designed with Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret.




In 1929, 
Le Corbusier
, along with his cousin Pierre Jeanneret and their colleague and fellow architect and designer 
Charlotte Perriand
, created a Modernist interior for the Salon d'Automne art exhibition in Paris. In a sly rejection of the enameled embellishments of Art Deco, the prevailing style of the time, they presented concealed lights, glass-topped tables, mirrored cabinets and seating featuring tubular steel, including the lissome Chaise Longue a Reglage Continu, which they'd first produced and placed the previous year in a villa just outside of Paris. With an H-shaped, bicolor-steel base cradling chromed tubes that followed the form of a supine human body -- dipping to accommodate the hips and cresting to support the knees -- it was among the first ergonomically conscious pieces of furniture ever manufactured. The frame, which could be adjusted to change the angle of repose, held a slim, black fur mattress with a cylindrical headrest. Far too radical for its time and expensive to fabricate, the piece languished for decades but emerged as a coveted emblem of Modernism when Cassina started producing it in 1965. Le Corbusier, who held functionality in high esteem, is famous for saying that a house is a machine for living. It's no surprise, then, that he considered this chaise longue a machine for resting. His biographer Charles Jencks had another take: "It is as if the body is being propped up on fingertips like a precious jewel." 
-- K.G.




A Cassina ad for the chaise longue published in a May 1966 issue of the French magazine L'Oeil.




Delavan: 
I love this chair because, even though it looks weird, it addresses how our bodies are meant to sit. It's ergonomic in a way that chairs or sofas weren't before. Every zero-gravity chair is a version of this.



Antonelli:
 Interestingly, for a piece of modern furniture, it's also comfortable.



Moore:
 And it references what was going on in the world at the time: industrialism and metal suddenly entering our lives and our homes.



Delavan:
 Think of how crazy this must have seemed in 1928.



Moore:
 When so many people were still living with traditional furniture.



Antonelli:
 If we're to include a tubular steel chair, this is the one.




A 1929 version of the chair.




4. George Nakashima, Slab I Coffee Table, Circa 1950




George Nakashima, photographed at his studio in New Hope, Pa., in the 1960s.




These days, live-edge furniture -- fashioned from a slice of a log with at least one side left ruggedly intact -- seems to be everywhere. Each piece owes a debt to the raw splendor of 
George Nakashima's
 original slab coffee tables. Nakashima, who was born in Spokane, Wash., to Japanese immigrant parents, established himself as a furniture designer before being imprisoned with his family at the Minidoka internment camp in Idaho during World War II. While there, he further refined his woodworking skills under the tutelage of a fellow internee, the master carpenter Gentaro Kenneth Hikogawa. After Nakashima's release in 1943, he settled in New Hope, Pa., where he established his own studio and made furniture for Knoll. Believing that his work gave trees a second life, he fused the austere solidity of Shaker furniture with the Japanese concepts of wabi, sabi and 
shibui
 -- emphasizing age and simplicity. This bundle of ideals was best expressed in the Slab table, with a top made from a single slice of American black walnut or cherry, occasionally accented with functional elements like a stabilizing butterfly joint. Instead of excising the irregularities and imperfections, Nakashima chose to highlight them, a radical approach at the time. Each table was unique to the tree and the woodworker who handled it. The furniture designer enshrined sensitivity, not domination, as the key to sublime design, in contrast to the ornate embellishments of Art Deco and the factory aesthetics of the postwar era, which embraced machinery as a human triumph. 
-- R.C.




A 1982 pencil sketch by Nakashima of a walnut coffee table.




Moore:
 I'm obsessed with craft, and I think that Nakashima was the first person who brought it into mainstream conversation. I think about what he went through, how he emerged from the internment camp and returned to making his furniture. You could go to New Hope and say, "I want a table, some chairs and a bed," and he would do it. He was expressing himself as an artist and introducing this idea of organic Modernism.



Delavan:
 This table inspired a lot of craftspeople to be like, "I can make one, too."



De Cardenas:
 There're also kitsch versions of it. So much defining furniture is high culture, but this had mass appeal.



Antonelli:
 I like that it inspired people to make their own little monsters.




Nakashima's living room in New Hope, built by the designer in the mid-1940s.




5. Bill Stumpf, Ergon Chair, 1976




Bill Stumpf in a 1976 promotional shoot for his Ergon chair.




The ancient Greeks made chairs with curved backrests, but it wasn't until the 1970s that ergonomics, the study of people in their workplace undertaken to improve efficiency and welfare, was heartily embraced by industrial designers. That's when Herman Miller brought on the American designer 
Bill Stumpf
, who'd worked with medical experts while doing postgraduate research at the University of Wisconsin to conduct studies on ideal sitting posture that incorporated X-rays and time-lapse photography. In 1976, the year that word processing became available on microcomputers, Stumpf came up with the swiveling Ergon office chair, constructed with pillowy pieces of fabric-covered foam (one for the back and another for the bottom), which could be wheeled in any direction. The chair also had gas-lift levers that controlled height and tilt -- good news for women, who were joining the work force in record numbers, and whose comfort had been ignored by earlier designers. But Stumpf didn't stop there; in collaboration with the Los Angeles-born Don Chadwick, he went on to debut 1994's Aeron chair, which featured a higher backrest covered in a flexible textile called pellicle. It remains, with a tweak or two, one of those pieces that's so ubiquitous you're not likely to notice or think about it. That is, until a co-worker nabs yours. 
-- K.G.




A 1976 Herman Miller brochure introducing the Ergon chair.




Delavan:
 It's one of the earliest examples of an adjustable office chair. Part of it was that women were now in the workplace, so they needed the chair to be a different size. Paola, you'd nominated the Aeron chair, which is great, but I feel like Stumpf's idea started here. The Aeron is a refinement of the Ergon.



Antonelli:
 I saw the Aeron chair being made when I was living in Los Angeles, and I remember it in the World Trade Center lobbies. It's the first thing I acquired for the Museum of Modern Art when I started working there. But I prefer this one because it's earlier. There was the Ettore Sottsass chair for Olivetti -- the yellow one [from 1972] -- but I don't care, because this one was probably more affordable, and it went everywhere.



6. Gae Aulenti, Table With Wheels, 1980



The "High Tech" moment in design started in the early 1970s, as more and more New York City artists were moving into lofts in SoHo's abandoned cast-iron buildings and furnishing them with functional pieces picked up at hospitals, offices, warehouses and restaurant supply stores. In these open-plan homes and those that aspired to be like them, you were likely to find white walls, exposed pipes, track lighting, Metro Super Erecta wire shelving and stainless-steel commercial refrigerators. In 1980, at the tail-end of that era, the Italian architect and designer 
Gae Aulenti
 introduced Table With Wheels, a thick pane of beveled glass mounted on large rubber casters that she intended to resemble the wooden trolleys used to cart heavy pieces around the factory of Milan's FontanaArte design studio, where she served as art director. The table had the playfulness and poeticism of a Marcel Duchamp readymade, and it presaged glass as one of the decade's trendy materials for interiors -- one seen increasingly throughout the 1980s in the form of smooth reflective surfaces and chunky, semitransparent blocks. In 1993, Aulenti riffed on her design, releasing Tour, an updated model with bicycle wheels. 
-- K.G.




Table With Wheels was at the vanguard of the 1980s trend for glass as a decor element.




De Cardenas:
 I know it's just a piece of glass on casters, but I think it transcends class, style and era.



Moore:
 You know what else it speaks to? High-tech design.



Daniel Romualdez:
 If we're doing high tech, I think we should include the Metro shelves.



Moore:
 No! That then knocks out Dieter Rams.



7. Dieter Rams, 606 Universal Shelving System, 1960




Dieter Rams's 606 Universal Shelving System for Vitsoe.




The German functionalist 
Dieter Rams
 didn't invent modular design, but as the creator of the 606 Universal Shelving System for Vitsoe, he can be credited as one of its early perfecters. The system's construction is strikingly simple, with aluminum E-Tracks mounted to walls from which shelves, cabinets and even tables can be hung using no-equipment-required pins. Adjustable and customizable, it can be adapted to a wide range of spaces, needs and aesthetics. (When they're full, the wafer-thin but deceptively strong shelves, made of powder-coated, laser-cut steel, nearly disappear.) The unit embodies all 10 of the design principles that Rams, an early advocate of environmental sustainability, formulated in the 1970s (No. 1: "Good design is innovative"; No. 5: "Good design is unobtrusive"), but the real reason it's been revered for decades may be its incomparable durability (No. 7: "Good design is long-lasting"). Parts purchased today can be used interchangeably with those from 1960, when the shelving first went into production. 
-- R.C.




A more elaborate configuration of the 606 Universal Shelving System.




Moore:
 I'm going to go to bat for Dieter Rams. I'm a big fan of the idea of a system, particularly in terms of the 20th century and how we started to live [in a more transient way], which led to things that collapse or stack and are lightweight. The idea is that you can buy this piece and change it -- use it for books, records or clothing. I'm really interested in industrial design, a lot of which we don't even think of as being designed. It often seems to have come out of nowhere, and I feel that way about this shelving.



Antonelli:
 If we're going to include a shelving system, much as I love Metro's [steel storage] shelves, Dieter Rams should be on here.



Moore:
 He's a rock star.



Stout:
 Even just this image [from the Vitsoe catalog], with a game of Twister stored on a shelf, feels so democratic to me. All these different tiers of design.



Moore:
 I love the Vitsoe catalog, frankly. It's very soothing.



8. Faye Toogood, Roly-Poly Chair, 2014




Faye Toogood, photographed at her studio in Camden, London, in 2023.




Faye Toogood's
 Roly-Poly chair, which debuted in 2014 as part of a collection of similarly rotund fiberglass furniture titled Assemblage 4, isn't just a seminal piece of design -- it's also got a sense of humor. The key lies in the contrast between its jolly, potbellied seat, evocative of a cartoon animal, with four squat, cylindrical legs, and the confident way it occupies space. The chair is a corporeal symbol of maternal strength; Toogood, a multi-hyphenate British clothing and interior designer, has said that the roundness was inspired by her pregnancy. ("I've got fat," she told an architecture magazine upon the chair's release.) Indeed, it's the kind of perch that makes you never want to get up, to relinquish your vanity and drop into a state of permanent comfort. With no hard edges, it's both cleverly child-safe and endlessly imaginative, conjuring bubble letters, elephants and balloons. But although the Roly-Poly grew out of the designer's experience with her changing body, it offers something more universal: a softer, more whimsical take on minimalism, which in recent years has turned away from sharp-cornered austerity toward the more organic silhouettes of the circle and the arch. 
-- R.C.




Toogood's Roly-Poly chair in raw fiberglass.




Moore:
 Faye was at the forefront of a movement where things suddenly got soft.



Antonelli:
 And 
big
.



Delavan:
 She changed the silhouette.



De Cardenas:
 I remember her presentation in Milan in 2011. There were these black hard-boiled eggs, and cheese served on pieces of charcoal. I mean, it sucked scraping your teeth on stuff, but it was also cool. And then there was furniture, but the whole thing was the presentation. Whatever that is, some people do it well and most people don't. But I think she started it. Everything in design at the time was slick and boxy, highlighting craftsmanship, but this work wasn't.



Delavan:
 It felt like something she could have sculpted.



Moore:
 And it was new. It's always exciting to be woken up like that.



9. Unknown, but Possibly Jean-Michel Frank; Parsons Table; Circa 1930




The Parsons table, circa 1936-40.




Some pieces of furniture are so unobtrusive and chameleon-like that they hardly feel designed. Such is the case with the Parsons table, whose defining feature is its ratio: No matter the table's size, its legs -- which stand flush with the corners of its surface -- must always be equal in width to the thickness of its top. It's thought to have emerged from a design project completed in the early 1930s at the Paris satellite of New York's Parsons School of Design, the result of an assignment often attributed to the aristocratic French decorator Jean-Michel Frank, who was a lecturer there at the time. (The American designer Joseph B. Platt is also often cited as having a hand in the piece.) Known for creating magisterial spaces for the fashion designer Elsa Schiaparelli and the composer Cole Porter, Frank put aside his usual interest in such sumptuous materials as shagreen and obsidian, challenging the students to design a table so elemental that it would retain its basic character and integrity regardless of finish. 
-- R.C.




Jean-Michel Frank, photographed by Rogi Andre in 1935.




Romualdez: 
Leading up to this debate, I asked ChatGPT for a list of influential furniture and nothing surprised me. [But] I wanted to [choose items] that influenced me personally. Growing up in the Philippines, I only saw things in magazines -- like [1960s Francois-Xavier] Lalanne sheep [sculptures]. They were in Valentino [Garavani]'s chalet, [Yves] Saint Laurent's library, the Agnellis' Milanese apartment.



Moore:
 Unfortunately, Lalanne sheep are just signifiers of enormous wealth.



Romualdez:
 Yes, but for me, nose pressed to the glass, it made me question, "What makes something fancy?" People had flocks of them. When Julianne [and I were talking about our lists], she asked, "What's your favorite dining table?" Although simple and plain, this is the first thing that came to mind.



De Cardenas:
 We can't not include the Parsons table.



Romualdez:
 A friend of mine, [the American philanthropist] Deeda Blair, used to tell me, "You can't get an 18th-century coffee table. It's a conceit of the modern world." I was attracted to this as a foil to [what's in] most people's fancy living rooms.



10. Ettore Sottsass,
 
Ultrafragola Illuminated Mirror, 1970




Ettore Sottsass's Ultrafragola mirror illuminates a Sofo rug by Superstudio, a rule-breaking Italian design collective founded in the 1960s.




Although the Italian architect and designer Ettore Sottsass's undulating electrified mirror, which emits a dusky pink glow, predates social media by four decades, it somehow anticipated the age of the selfie. Sottsass, who would in the 1980s spearhead the madcap Milan-based collective known as the Memphis Group, crafted it as an apparent tribute to womanhood -- its ripples supposedly reference flowing hair and body curves. Such an idea may now seem a study in objectification; nonetheless, the mirror's enchantments are undeniable, as proven by its vibrant second life on social media. The musician Frank Ocean and the model Bella Hadid are among those who've captured themselves, like modern-day Narcissuses, in its reflection. The appeal is obvious: It's seductive, flirtatious and lighthearted -- decor as an antidepressant in troubling times. Perhaps Sottsass himself best explained why the glowing, flowing mirror is universally beloved. "When I was young, all we ever heard about was functionalism, functionalism, functionalism," he once said. "It's not enough. Design should also be sensual and exciting." 
-- Max Berlinger




Sottsass, photographed by the lighting and furniture designer Bruno Gecchelin in 1974. 




Stout: 
Sottsass isn't my favorite, but this has been so influential, especially in terms of marketing and the rise of Corporate Memphis. Even though it's from the 1970s, it seems to have been made for the Instagram era. He and [the Italian architect and designer] Gaetano Pesce have been so significant to an entire generation of designers, especially right now.



Antonelli:
 I don't think we need to include Pesce.



De Cardenas:
 Pesce was always niche and was left out of the design conversation for a long time. Now his work feels very relevant again.



11. Billy Baldwin, Slipper Chair, 1950s




Billy Baldwin, photographed with his slipper chairs at his New York City apartment by Alfred Eisenstaedt circa 1974.




Until the 20th century, what we now call the slipper chair was a private affair, a boudoir staple of Victorian-era excess with an armless seat to accommodate the wide petticoats and corset-bound women unable to bend over. But in the 1950s, the American decorator Billy Baldwin yanked the chair with an overstuffed profile out of the dressing room and got it ready for cocktail hour. He threw out the brocade jacquard and flouncy trim for something more clean-cut and modern; the low-to-the ground, high-backed seat became sheathed in a pleated skirt or tight slipcover tailored straight to the floor. (Baldwin believed that too many naked chair legs made a room "restless.") Still, it didn't completely escape its beau monde past. Baldwin's clientele included the likes of socialites Jacqueline Onassis and Nan Kempner. For Diana Vreeland, he designed a slipper chair in a clashing print to complement the fashion editor's scarlet chintz "garden in hell" room in her Park Avenue apartment. About his stump-legged rejoinders to Continental refinement, Baldwin once said, "We can recognize and give credit where credit is due, to the debt of taste we owe Europe, but we have taste, too." 
-- Max Lakin




The Nantucket living room of Michael Gardine, the co-author of "Billy Baldwin: An Autobiography" (1985), decorated by Baldwin in the late 1970s.




Romualdez: 
I'm probably the most traditional decorator in this room. But I think we need to talk about banal furniture that you don't realize is everywhere -- that you don't even think of as being designed. I was obsessed with this Billy Baldwin chair when I was in school. It's tiny, but extremely comfortable. And I love that it's dumb. It doesn't do anything, which makes it so versatile.



Moore:
 Every furniture store in America has this chair.



De Cardenas:
 I used it one time [for a decorating project]. There was a fabric that the client loved, and we didn't know how to work it into the room. I was like, "Let's just make a slipper chair." It changes its identity every time you upholster it.



Nick Haramis:
 I grew up quite modestly, and every family in my neighborhood had a version of a slipper chair in the nice room.



Delavan:
 Originally, the slipper chair was supposed to be in the boudoir. He brought it into the living room.



Romualdez:
 I also love that he had extremely American taste when most people in that social class were Francophiles.



12. Philippe Starck, Louis Ghost Chair, 2002




Philippe Starck's Louis Ghost chair, made from transparent polycarbonate, was an irreverent reinterpretation of the classic Louis XV/XVI armchair.




Modern design in Europe and the United States was largely a reaction to the ostentation that came before it, particularly among royalty and other privileged households. One hallmark of the frilly old style is the Louis XV/XVI Medallion armchair, named for the 18th-century French monarchs with whom it found favor. Considered a cabriolet due to its rounded concave backrest and open armrests, it was much lighter than the close-sided
 
bergere. More than 200 years later, the French industrial and interior designer Philippe Starck developed his version from a single mold injection of liquid polycarbonate, which hardens to a clear, lightweight and durable Plasticine material also used in cars and fighter jets. Although he eliminated the Medallion's decorative elements, Starck retained its voluptuous profile, neither conforming to nor fully departing from the expectations of contemporary design. 
-- Evan Moffitt




In addition to a completely clear version, Starck's chair comes in black, white and five transparent colors.




Moore:
 I hate this chair so much.



Romualdez:
 Everyone loved this chair in the beginning.



De Cardenas:
 Do we hate it because it's so ubiquitous?



Antonelli:
 No, we hate it because it's so '80s. But even though I find it terrible, it was so influential.



De Cardenas:
 I love Philippe Starck and his total disregard for the history of furniture. Did you see that episode of [the comedy series] "Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt" [2015-19]? Jacqueline [Jane Krakowski's character] doesn't have any furniture because she can't afford it. Kimmy comes over, and she's like, "You don't have any furniture." [Voorhees] gestures to a completely empty space and says she has Philippe Starck Ghost chairs.



13. Margarete "Grete" Schutte-Lihotzky; Frankfurt Kitchen, from the Ginnheim-Hohenblick housing estate; 1926-27



In the aftermath of World War I, Frankfurt, Germany, responded to a growing housing crisis with a sweeping civic effort centered on affordable and modern public residences. The Austrian architect 
Margarete "Grete" Schutte-Lihotzky
, a radical-minded proponent of Red Vienna's social-democratic reforms who designed apartments for single working women, and, with the architects Adolf Loos and Josef Frank, complexes for veterans and the disabled, was tasked with developing kitchens for these New Frankfurt apartments. In planning her fitted kitchens, Schutte-Lihotzky, who lived until the age of 102, aimed to create something hygienic and dignified for the urban working class. She consulted labor-efficiency studies, interviewed housewives and women's groups and took inspiration from the rigorously efficient galley kitchens of railway dining cars. The result was a space equipped with innovations such as a gas stove, built-in cabinetry and a tiled backsplash. The room was small by today's suburban standards -- 13 feet long by 7 feet wide -- but Schutte-Lihotzky's vision helped pioneer the notion of today's kitchen as the center of domestic life. 
-- M.L.



Delavan:
 I don't consider a room to be furniture.



Antonelli:
 Well, we do at MoMA. Maybe this is a system or assemblage of furniture, but it really determined, at least until the arrival of the American kitchen, how we designed kitchens almost like boats: keeping everything together in one place.



De Cardenas:
 Before this, were kitchens just a fire and a table?



Antonelli:
 They had several pieces, but they were all disparate and loose. This was in tune with Existenzminimum [a concept that was developed in response to the German housing crisis of the 1920s]. The rationalist architects of the New Objectivity were trying to fit as much as possible into an apartment and then orient it so that the sun would also help them live healthier lives and heat it up. It was almost like going back to [the first century B.C. Roman architect and engineer] Vitruvius, the idea that Nature can help cities and homes be cleaner, healthier and more efficient.



De Cardenas:
 From Ikea to fancy custom kitchens, they're all basically versions of this.



14. Ayse Birsel and Bibi Seck, Madame Dakar
 
Sofa, 2009




In a nod to Senegalese traditions, the Madame Dakar sofa includes handwoven elements made from the plastic thread of fishing nets.




When Patrizia Moroso, the creative director of the Northern Italy-based family furniture company that bears her last name, commissioned a show dedicated to the creative prowess and craftsmanship of Africa, a continent that had been historically overlooked by the Western design world, among the works that seized the imagination was the
 
Madame Dakar
 
sofa. Boldly graphic and rendered with both an eye to the future and reverence for the past by the designers Ayse Birsel and Bibi Seck, who split their time between New York, Paris and Dakar, it contributed to the current interest in African design and technique as well as a mania for Afrofuturism. Made in Moroso's facility in the West African nation, the hand-woven indoor-outdoor piece is constructed by stringing the plastic threads used in fishing nets -- in reference to Senegalese traditions -- into a herringbone pattern, which is then slung like a hammock over thick, splayed steel legs. 
-- M.B.



Antonelli:
 This is gorgeous, but is it influential?



Moore:
 It had an impactful moment, but it was over quickly.



Stout:
 I think we should include it.



Antonelli:
 I agree. Bibi, who spent his youth in Dakar, worked with African weavers to produce a couch that is free from any nostalgia, just celebrating the tremendous potential that can come from a true mind- and hand-meld with expert local artisans.



15. Unknown, Monobloc Chair, 20th Century



Design history is lousy with icons -- this iconic sideboard, that iconic zoomorphic torchier -- and many of them live on as "authorized" reproductions, costing thousands of dollars, while the rest of us make do with mass-market dupes. The monobloc chair is the antidote to such design idolatry: a single piece of extruded white plastic, immune to trend and cultish adoration. With a barely verifiable history, it's both the original and the imitation, and costs very little to produce. To make a chair out of just one piece of material is something of a design Holy Grail, one that became more attainable around midcentury with advancements in plastics technology. Early mass-produced chairs -- including Verner Panton's 
Panton
 chair and Vico Magistretti's 
Selene
 -- were all a bit too polished or Space Age-y to achieve ubiquity. The French engineer Henry Massonnet's 
Fauteuil 300
, from 1972, is often credited as the closest source for what we now call the monobloc, though it, too, is more refined than the standard issue. (There's also a credible claim that Canadian designer D.C. Simpson created an even earlier version in 1946.) Depending on where you land on the affordability sustainability axis, monoblocs are either a triumph of democratic design or a mess of disposable mass consumption -- the red to-go cup of chairs. Either way, it's often spoken of as the most widely used piece of furniture in the world; the Zelig of plastic chairs, it shows up at both Biloxi cookouts and roadside bars on the outskirts of Jakarta. With zero adornments except for its flared legs and fanned seashell back, it cannot be called beautiful, though it is familiar, and for some people, that can have the same pleasing effect. 
-- M.L.



Antonelli:
 The monobloc is important. It allows us to talk about history. It allows us to talk about copies. It allows us to talk about footprint. It allows us to talk about the history of plastics.



Moore: 
Who designed it?



Antonelli:
 We don't really know. In every part of the world, you'll find these chairs.



Romualdez:
 I had them when we first moved into our house in Montauk, N.Y., and some snotty person said, "I can't believe you have these ugly chairs." But they're so practical and comfortable.



Delavan:
 Are they ugly or just ugly by association?



Antonelli:
 They're ugly. But I do believe that the opposite of beautiful isn't ugly, it's lazy.



Romualdez:
 I'd nominated a Philippe Hiquily armchair from 1971 
because 
it was one of the ugliest chairs I've seen. He literally just did furniture for the Rothschilds and people like that. But like with Miuccia Prada's clothes, when you see something ugly, it'll often affect you later.



16. Verner Panton, Vilbert Chair, 1992




Verner Panton's 1992 Vilbert chair for Ikea.




The term "flat-packed" might trigger traumatic memories of trying to assemble furniture with puzzling instructions and a flimsy Allen wrench; one thing it doesn't conjure is cutting-edge interiors. But by the 1990s, Ikea had partnered with a number of top designers, including the Danish master Verner Panton, who created this gravity-defying confection. Made from medium-density fiberboard (MDF) with a melamine coating, a material often used by the Swedish company, Panton's chair has obliquely angled back and leg panels, held together with screws, that hardly seem strong enough to stand up on their own, much less accommodate a human body. Here, Panton, best known for his space-age designs, including the S-shaped Panton chair -- fabricated in 1967 using a tongue-like piece of molded plastic -- and his hallucinogenic interiors for hotels, restaurants and private homes, did the unexpected: He embraced hard edges, even if only as a matter of practicality. (Imagine, for instance, flat-packing his amorphous Living Tower, a more than six-foot-high upholstered seating apparatus from 1969.) The Vilbert stands as a homage to the Zig-Zag and Red Blue chairs by the early 20th-century Dutch de Stijl movement designer Gerrit Rietveld, as well as to the tinker toy aesthetic of the 1980s Memphis Group, its influences spanning about 50 years of candy-colored geometric dreams. 
-- E.M.



De Cardenas:
 I've owned these chairs.



Moore:
 Why'd you get rid of them?



De Cardenas:
 There was a time when I had a very Memphis-y place. Then I sold it all at auction, at the only moment when this kind of fiberboard laminate furniture might have been valuable. This was Ikea doing high design and it was too ahead of its time to be commercial.



Delavan:
 That it came flat-packed is cool.



De Cardenas:
 That was the whole point.



Delavan:
 That's why it was relatively cheap, too.



17. Clara Porset, Butaque Chair, Possibly 1930s



"Butaque," the Mexican name for the low, inclined J-shaped wooden lounger prevalent in parts of Latin America, refers to a shape originating in the 16th century, a colonial-era cross between traditional Spanish hip-joint armchairs and pre-Columbian 
duhos
 -- often hardwood ritual seats used within Indigenous Taino Caribbean culture to commune with deities. In the early 19th century, the Mexican port city of Campeche was a locus of butaque production and the chair's main exporter to the United States. (Thomas Jefferson was obsessed with them, conscripting enslaved carpenter John Hemmings to produce reproductions for his plantation.) The interior and furniture designer Clara Porset, born into a wealthy family in Cuba and educated in New York and Paris, may have begun making her butaques after emigrating to Mexico in the mid-1930s as a political exile for her participation in the Cuban resistance. Porset reinterpreted the butaque through a Bauhaus lens (she studied under Josef and Anni Albers, practitioners of the movement, at Black Mountain College in North Carolina), designing numerous iterations in local materials, including mahogany, wicker and leather, and reducing the structure to its essential form. Porset's circa 1957 Modernist reinterpretation of the butaque is her most enduring design, a sinuous shape in laminated wood and woven wicker, with a high-backed seat balanced on half-moon legs. The Mexican architect Luis Barragan commissioned several versions; Albers, also enchanted with Mexican aesthetics, produced an interpretation of his own.
-- M.L.



Antonelli: 
Clara Porset, a Cuban designer working in Mexico, took a vernacular chair and made it into an object, which isn't dissimilar from what [the Italian architect] Gio Ponti did with the Superleggera [chair, from 1957]. This is 
the
 Latin American chair. And it's supercomfortable.



De Cardenas:
 Although she was from a wealthy family, she was opposed to the class inequality in Cuba. I believe she went to Mexico because of its strong early socialist movement, and that's how she became part of the Diego Rivera scene. I think this chair was meant to be sort of invisible -- graceful, but not foregrounded.



18. Hella Jongerius,
 
Polder
 
Sofa, 2005




Hella Jongerius's modular Polder sofa in shades of rusty orange and poppy red.




In an industry that prizes sober sophistication, the Dutch designer Hella Jongerius's Polder
 
sofa is a clever rebuttal: a monumental piece that's proudly imperfect, flaunting its faults as virtues. Or, as this publication noted in 2009 -- while acknowledging the paradox of the couch's exquisite construction with its funky aesthetic -- "[We] feel as fondly toward it as we would a shabby old sofa." Its squared-off cushions in varying sizes and uneven backrests upholstered in gradations of earthy colors (clay-like reds, mossy greens, oceanic blues) are interesting from every angle, tufted with kooky, often subtly mismatched buttons of mother-of-pearl, horn or wood. Named for a low-lying system of fields in the Netherlands that have been reclaimed from the sea by dikes and drainage canals, the Polder is a love letter to Jongerius's verdant homeland and its ingenious natural engineering, but it's also a paean to the comforts of domesticity and the beauty of everyday life. 
-- M.B.




A still showing handmade models of Jongerius's Polder sofa, from a 2015 promotional video by Jongeriuslab and Studio Likeness for Vitra.




Antonelli: 
I think we should include Hella Jongerius. We don't have Dutch designers, and she's truly one of the most important.



Delavan:
 But what is it about this sofa?



Antonelli:
 There's something very informal about it. She uses buttons at random. It was from just before the time when she became art director for colors [and materials] at Vitra. And it's a gorgeous, more contemporary precursor to Piero Lissoni's Extrasoft.



19. Piero Lissoni, Extrasoft Sofa, 2008




Piero Lissoni's Extrasoft sofa from 2008.




Conceived in 2008 for Living Divani by the brand's creative director, 
Piero Lissoni
 -- who has also designed for Kartell, Cappellini and the kitchen maker Boffi, among others -- the Extrasoft embodies several of the design trends of the last half-century in a single object: the move toward simple geometry; furniture that sits ever closer to the ground; and the profusion of squishy, somewhat overstuffed forms. But the sofa's defining feature is its modularity, a distillation of earlier experiments in sectional design, including Mario Bellini's bulbous Camaleonda (1970) for what was then known as C & B Italia (now B & B Italia) and Hans Hopfer's vibrantly patterned Mah Jong (1971) for Roche Bobois. With irregularly sized orthogonal sections that connect via hidden hooks, it can be configured into a multitude of shapes; it's as much interactive art as it is furniture. And because its orientation is largely horizontal, the Extrasoft can spread through almost any space, providing places to recline, socialize or sleep, recalling a giant platform bed or those sexy conversation pits of the 1970s. 
-- K.G.



Antonelli:
 One of the interesting things about Piero's couch, as with Faye's chair and the Madame Dakar sofa, is that we don't have other extremely recent pieces.



Delavan:
 I was also trying to figure out a more recent thing that's important.



De Cardenas:
 The idea of being able to move it around is kind of amazing, but I don't think Piero Lissoni needs the airtime.



Haramis:
 I'm not sure that popularity should be a reason 
not
 to include someone.



Antonelli: 
He's right -- we're talking about impact.



20. Charles and Ray Eames, Side Chair, 1952




A still of Charles and Ray Eames, pictured at their studio in Venice, Calif., from the 1960 short "Kaleidoscopic Jazz Chair."




Few designers evoke postwar American modernism -- and optimism -- better than the husband-and-wife duo Charles and 
Ray Eames
, who lived and worked in Los Angeles. During World War II, the couple used plywood plies to develop new splints for the Navy, refining molding techniques they later applied to domestic designs, including the Side Chair, a simple shell mounted on an Eiffel Tower lattice of wire spindle legs. At once biomorphic and industrial, the Side Chair is now endlessly cribbed and reinterpreted, showing up in high-end restaurants and Brooklyn townhouses. Originally a molded piece of fiberglass that came in shades of gray, it's now fashioned in postindustrial recycled material. Perhaps more than any other Eames piece, it fully expresses the couple's animating principle: slightly goofy but still disarmingly elegant. 
-- M.L.




A row of Side Chairs photographed for a 1950s advertisement.




Antonelli:
 If we don't include it, people will say we're missing [something by] Charles and Ray Eames. I'd do the fiberglass chair because it was also about using a material that had been an important part of the war effort.



De Cardenas:
 I want to go on the record not to put in the Eames. I don't think they need this. There're entire museum shows dedicated to their work.



Haramis:
 I don't think they can be left off a list of influential furniture.



Antonelli:
 There're whole stadiums with seats that are derivative of them.



Moore:
 And it's egalitarian design, and I'm all for that.



Antonelli:
 Even with Ray, we don't have enough women on this list. How is that possible?



Moore:
 The ... patriarchy?



21. Yayoi Kusama, "Accumulation No. 1," 1962




Yayoi Kusama, photographed on her "Accumulation No. 2" sofa, an iteration of the original "Accumulation No. 1" armchair, in 1964.




Can an armchair be sexual? Funny? A feminist manifesto? In the hands of the Surrealist Japanese artist 
Yayoi Kusama
, the answer is a resounding -- and perplexing -- yes. Her fabric sculpture is furniture reimagined through a provocateur's lens. Covered in exploding clusters of hand-sewn stuffed tentacles, which Kusama has described as phalluses, "Accumulation No. 1" was constructed in her downtown New York loft, in the same building that housed the studio of her friend the Swedish American sculptor 
Claes Oldenburg
. The chair also seems to have anticipated the strange eroticism of the Comme des Garcons designer Rei Kawakubo's spring 1997 "
lumps and bumps
" collection 35 years later. Tapping into Kusama's themes of repetition and whimsy, the peculiar creation originated from a more serious impulse: "[I] began making penises in order to heal my feelings of disgust toward sex. Reproducing the objects ... was my way of conquering the fear," she once said. It's also been read as a taunt lobbed at the male-dominated art scene of the era and the ultimate subversion of a domestic object by a female artist: an armchair overrun with limp penises. 
-- M.B.




This "Accumulation" chair from 1963 began as a wooden frame, and was covered with sewn and stuffed pieces of fabric Kusama has referred to as "phalluses."




Delavan: 
Are those ...



Stout: 
Yes, they're little peens.



Antonelli: 
I used to teach a class at U.C.L.A., and I'd say that there're two big differences between art and design: One difference is that while an artist can choose whether to work for many people or not, a designer, by definition, works for others; the second is who you sell it to and how you market it. [The artists] Martin Puryear and Andrea Zittel are fabulous designers, too. But someone like Kusama or Donald Judd? No. Those are the ones who think they can just do something. I remember having an argument with [the former chief curator of painting and sculpture at New York's Museum of Modern Art] Kirk Varnedoe. He said, "Paola, you should consider [acquiring a piece by] Donald Judd. I said, "Why? It's bad design. If you want to acquire it for the sculpture collection, go for it. But as far as I'm concerned, it's uncomfortable. It rips your stockings. It's not childproofed. And if it didn't have Donald Judd's name, you'd never buy it."



Stout: 
So much of the history of art and design has been about white men. I think this chair was a commentary on that.



Antonelli:
 While I appreciate that, I just don't want to acknowledge any artist descending toward design.



Moore: 
Does design just mean utility? Whenever I have an argument with people about art and design, it seems to come down to the idea that design is something you'd use. And what I don't understand is why that's less than. As a person who wants to live with objects, I don't value a lamp any less than I do a painting. I want to live with them both.



22. Gary Panter and Ric Heitzman; Chairry, From "Pee-wee's Playhouse"; 1986




Paul Reubens, photographed as his alter ego, Pee-wee Herman, with Chairry at the Stephen Sondheim Theater in New York City in 2010.




If your chair could talk, would it beg to be sat on? Would it complain about bearing your weight? In the beloved TV series "Pee-wee's Playhouse" -- created in 1986 by its star, 
Paul Reubens
 -- an armchair is a main character. Voiced by the actress Alison Mork, Chairry invites a wide range of guests and regulars, from Dolly Parton to S. Epatha Merkerson, to plop down on her demented dinosaur face. With her velvety turquoise skin (or, as more prosaic sorts might call it, upholstery), oversize maw (with rounded white teeth positioned between the cushions) and circular eyes with curling lashes, Chairry was an important precursor to Barney, the singing dinosaur who emerged six years later. Chairry -- along with the other anthropomorphic elements of the trippy set designed by the boisterous painters and puppet masters Gary Panter, Wayne White and Ric Heitzman -- gently mocked the innocence of 1950s children's shows and subverted the family values rhetoric of the Reagan era. Channeling the colorful postmodernism of the 1980s, Pee-wee's world was an outsider artist's pastiche of psychedelia, hippiedom and joyous toddlerhood. For some adult viewers, it was also a queer-coded haven. 
-- E.M.



De Cardenas:
 There were at least three tributes in The Times in the days after Paul Reubens died [in July 2023]. One of them was about what a truly democratic, inclusive show this was. I remember Cher being on a holiday special [1988's "Christmas at Pee-wee's Playhouse"]. You know how he'd always have a word of the day? Cher came to introduce the secret word. And every time he said it everything in the room would scream. It was a kid's show, but it wasn't just for kids.



Stout:
 Design for kids is so important.



Moore: 
And influential. As a parent, I think all those anthropomorphized pieces of furniture are wonderful.



Antonelli:
 It's certainly very American.



De Cardenas:
 Pee-wee spoke to gays and misfits the way that [the Swiss artist H.R.] 
Giger
 [known for his design of the title creature in the 1979 horror film "Alien"] spoke to bros.



Moore:
 Frankly, I don't think bros are reading this article.



23. Nanda Vigo, Due Piu Chair, 1971



The Milanese artist, architect and designer Nanda Vigo helped usher in the disco era with this chair, originally manufactured for the Italian furniture company Conconi SNC/More Coffee. While its chromed iron or brass tubing evokes Bauhaus functionalism, the cylindrical, fur-covered seat and backrest, not unlike the giant rollers that provide polish at a carwash, give it a touch of Pop Art kitsch. Vigo, who founded her studio in 1959 after spending time in Switzerland and the United States, was inspired by science fiction and the style codes of the burgeoning aerospace industry, as immortalized in Stanley Kubrick's 1968 film, 
2001: A Space Odyssey
. She also became known for her fur-lined conversation pits and staircases, like the ones she installed in the 1960s in the poetically named 
Lo Scarabeo Sotto la Foglia
 (the Beetle under the Leaf), a private residence in northern Italy. On the Due Piu, the material adds a softer touch to the hard-edge minimalism of Vigo's contemporaries, with results that are undeniably groovy. 
-- E.M.



De Cardenas:
 This was very ahead of its time. As ubiquitous as it is, I've never seen it at anyone's house.



Moore:
 How do you use it?



De Cardenas:
 Right? Like, "Sit here, have coffee with me."



Antonelli:
 I would like to have a dining table with 10 of them. It's not super comfortable after a while, but it's pretty great.



Romualdez:
 It's the perfect makeup chair.



24. Alvar Aalto, Stool 60, 1933




A stack of Stool 60s in their original birch.




With three L-shaped legs and a childlike disk seat, the startlingly simple Stool 60 encapsulates the design ethos of the Finnish designer 
Alvar Aalto
. The result of a partnership between Aalto -- fresh off his work on Paimio Sanatorium, a triumph of 1930s Functionalist architecture -- and the carpenter Otto Korhonen, it represents their first experiment together with what would become an emblematic technique: They sliced fissures into pale birch slats, softened them with heat and water and then filled each gap in the wood with a timber strip dipped in adhesive. They then bent the assemblage at a 90-degree angle, creating sinuous yet sturdy curved supports. The stool's impact can be seen not only in the innumerable ways it's in dialogue with its environment -- a place to sit or a small side table, it can be stacked into an elegant column to be stored -- but in its playful execution as well. Unsurprisingly, it's been in continual production, and has been deeply influential: Ikea's Frosta was widely considered to be an offshoot, and the streetwear brand Supreme collaborated with Artek on a 2017 version with a checkerboard motif. 
-- M.B.



Antonelli:
 We need Scandinavian design.



Delavan: 
Then the Aalto stool makes the most sense.



Stout:
 It's almost so iconic that I'm like, "Get rid of it."



Moore:
 I have about 20 of the Ikea version of this stool in my basement left over from a kid's party.



De Cardenas:
 They make an Ikea version of this?



Delavan:
 Those aren't quite as thick.



Moore:
 And very wobbly.




The auditorium at the Viipuri Library in Vyborg, Russia, designed and built by Aalto between 1927 and 1935.




25. Shiro Kuramata, Feather Stool, 1990



"Enchantment should also be considered as function," said the Tokyo-based designer Shiro Kuramata. There's certainly a sense of magic to his Feather Stool, with its wisps of yellow and white plumage suspended in an acrylic block. Kuramata won early acclaim as the creator of more than 100 Issey Miyake retail environments, beginning with the brand's first Tokyo store in 1976. Like the fashion designer, who died in 2022, Kuramata was innovative in his use of materials, producing chairs and sofas in translucent glass and acrylic, or steel mesh with diaphanous profiles. He created many of his iconic designs in the 1980s, when he was an early member of the Memphis Group, including the Miss Blanche armchair, an acrylic throne embedded with synthetic roses and named for the character in Tennessee Williams's 1947 play, "A Streetcar Named Desire." Both pieces, while heavy, give the impression of weightlessness. 
-- E.M.



De Cardenas:
 It's barely furniture, and I like that about it.



Haramis:
 I'm kind of surprised we aren't choosing the more famous Kuramata chair, "Miss Blanche."



De Cardenas:
 I prefer that this is a gesture to a chair. If it didn't have that [short rounded back], it wouldn't be one.



Moore:
 It doesn't look very comfortable.



De Cardenas:
 Yeah, I don't want to, like, watch the Super Bowl in it.



Romualdez:
 Maybe chairs shouldn't be comfortable. At some point, you want your guests to leave.



Research editor: Alexis Sottile



Photo editor: Katie Dunn



Copy editors: Diego Hadis, Courtney Pressler
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Look again



Three Presidents, No Neckties



Did Presidents Biden, Obama and Clinton, appearing together at a fund-raiser in open-neck shirts, look casual or 'a little disheveled'?




From left, Jason Bateman, former President Barack Obama, Will Arnett, President Biden, Sean Hayes and former President Bill Clinton in a photo released by the Biden campaign.




By Guy Trebay


Mar 29, 2024


Simultaneously historic and perhaps a big nothing, the shot was snapped on Thursday in New York City when President Biden and former Presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton gathered, before a Democratic fund-raiser, for the taping of "SmartLess," a podcast hosted by the comedians Jason Bateman, Sean Hayes and Will Arnett.



With his beard and rumpled corduroy pants, Mr. Bateman was clearly the odd man out in a group of radiantly healthy alphas dressed in crisp blazers or suits. As one social media quipster put it, Mr. Bateman, the "Arrested Development" star who is soon to appear in a limited series with Jude Law, looked as if he was celebrating his release from the hoosegow. The other dudes were on hand to help cut the cake.



It was not Mr. Bateman, though, who generated online buzz with his attire. It was those three presidents appearing without ties. (Messrs. Arnett and Hayes also skipped the neckwear, and as it happened, the three presidents remained without ties straight through the evening's event.) Were we once again at the precipice, as some commentators seemed to suggest? Was civilization nearing its end? Or were we yet again being reminded of the inexorable march from casual Friday to casual everyday, and to a world in which chief executives dress like field hands and the only people who can be relied on to sport a suit and tie outside a courtroom are bodyguards and limo chauffeurs?



Pity the poor tie. Pundits are forever writing its obit. Back in 2022, the doomsayers piled on when, at a G7 summit in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, world leaders including Justin Trudeau, Emmanuel Macron and Boris Johnson "declared the end of the necktie," according to Women's Wear Daily, by posing for a group photo in suits and open-neck shirts.




World leaders at a G7 summit in Germany in 2022.




Women's Wear Daily, citing the pandemic and the corresponding boom in athleisure and active wear, noted that the formal suit -- with that sadly diminished phallic accessory, the necktie -- "no longer yields the intellect and vim it once did."



Just as with Mark Twain, reports of the necktie's demise have been greatly exaggerated. Not only is it debatable whether, as a New York Times 
newsletter
 asserted last year, "neckties have been out of fashion for so long that even articles about neckties being out of fashion have gone out of fashion," but they have in truth enjoyed a robust resurgence.



For proof, check out the recent runways of New York, Milan or Paris and collections produced by industry leaders like Prada, Gucci and Armani. Scan the style blogs or the pages of GQ, Esquire or L'Uomo Vogue and you will quickly conclude that the issue is not whether the necktie is dead but how politicians' stylists fell so badly behind the curve.



For presidents or anyone else with "some stature in the suit game, the tie is the thing that finishes it off," said Jim Moore, the creative director at large of GQ, who once persuaded Mr. Obama to change the tie he was wearing for a magazine feature. "We love to dress the suit down, but, in the end, respect the suit and wear the tie."



Failing to do so is, he said, "a bit of a lame attempt." -- to have one's cake and eat it, too.




The three presidents remained tieless at the fund-raiser later on Thursday.




For Colm Dillane, the founder of the New York cult label KidSuper, best known for its streetwear, functionality is not the point of a tie. "It's not much more than a neck belt," he said. Still, in terms of symbolic value, a tie "does a ton."



The politicians who gathered tieless for the photo this week looked less casual and relaxed than "a little disheveled," Mr. Dillane said. That's something his coaches would never have condoned back when he played soccer at New York University.



"Whenever we traveled, we had to put on a coat and tie for the plane," he said. "It wasn't that comfortable, obviously, but it showed that we took whatever we were doing seriously -- that this was a bigger deal than just practice."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/29/style/biden-obama-clinton-ties.html
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Tired of Doomscrolling? Try Ringing a Doorbell for Fish.



Viewers are glued to an underwater livestream meant to help fish migration in the Netherlands. Devotees welcome the distraction -- and the chance to help a fish get frisky.




Knock, knock: A freshwater perch eyeballed the fish doorbell several feet below the surface of a river in the Dutch city of Utrecht.




By Callie Holtermann


Mar 28, 2024


When friends visit Aliza Haskal's apartment in Syracuse, N.Y., she offers them gripping entertainment: a live feed from a camera six feet below the surface of a cloudy river in the Netherlands.



As soon as a fish glides by, Ms. Haskal hurries to press the website's sole button. It is a doorbell -- specifically, a doorbell for fish.



The button helps alert a worker in the Dutch city of Utrecht to crank open a dam, allowing the fish to wriggle toward shallower water where it can spawn.



"It's Utrecht's hottest sex club, accessible via fish doorbell," said Ms. Haskal, a 24-year-old graduate student who lives more than 3,000 miles away. She thinks of herself as a kind of benevolent aquatic bouncer.



The livestream, a modest municipal project to assist fish migration, has become an unexpected hit far beyond Utrecht. In the four years since its debut, it has drawn an international audience eager to help frisky Dutch fish reach warmer waters.



The 
website for the fish doorbell
 -- de visdeurbel in Dutch -- has attracted more than a million users since it went live for the season on March 1. Viewers receive nothing for their participation besides the satisfaction of aiding a perch, an eel or a pike in its moment of need.



Ms. Haskal first visited the site out of curiosity about the phrase "fish doorbell," an unexpected, irresistible pairing of words. "It is, to me, utterly hilarious that we act as a proxy to ring the doorbell because the fish have no arms," she said.



She has stuck around for the sense of connection to people (and fish) she might never have encountered otherwise. She checks the site a few times a week, tickled whenever she can participate in "ecological teamwork," she said.



The camera has captured pike heavy with eggs, schools of shimmery bream, a meter-long catfish and one yellow koi that was most likely released from captivity. It also caught a local university student who plunged into the river last year to wave to the camera.



Mark van Heukelum, the ecologist who created the fish doorbell, strongly discourages that approach. "I could see on his face that he didn't expect the water to be so cold," he said. "But he survived."




Rashid Ouchene, one of five lock operators employed by the city of Utrecht.




The project began in 2020, when Mr. van Heukelum, 37, noticed during a walk around Utrecht that a group of fish had gathered outside a boat lock at the entrance to the city's canal system. Cormorants and other predators had noticed, too, and would occasionally swoop in for an easy meal.



The boat lock, a set of dams used to maintain the canal's water level, is closed in the spring -- precisely when fish are trying to traverse the canals to spawn upstream.



With the help of Anne Nijs, an ecologist for the city, Mr. van Heukelum installed an underwater camera to keep an eye out for backups of fish. Each click of the doorbell button takes a picture that is reviewed by the ecologists. When a critical mass of fish has gathered, they alert a group of five city employees to open the lock.



At first Mr. van Heukelum had a hard time convincing other residents that the fish doorbell was not an April Fools' prank. "The day of the opening, people were still like, 'This has to be a joke,'" he said. (It did not help that the camera went live on March 29, 2021.)



Four years later, that skepticism has subsided. Mr. van Heukelum said he had been shocked by how many people had developed an obsession with his fish doorbell. He estimated that more than 6,300 fish passed through last year thanks to their efforts.



"Realizing that people from the U.S. or Australia or New Zealand are helping to get fish past a lock in the Netherlands, it's such a strange idea," he said, adding, "I am living on a cloud right now."



Fish doorbell devotees circulate screenshots of bulging eyes peering into the camera through pickle green water. On social media, they joke about 
leaving their jobs behind
 to ring the fish doorbell full time.



Eleanor Janega, 41, a medieval historian in London, keeps the fish doorbell website pulled up on her computer next to a tab containing her preferred medieval sourcebook. She finds it both soothing and exciting -- although after about 20 hours of watching, she has yet to see any fish.



"There's this great, kind of 'Where's Waldo' to it," Dr. Janega said. When she sees a fish, she added, "It's going to be the best moment of my life."



Stephanie Matlock, 49, estimated that she had rung the doorbell for around 30 fish in the past two weeks from her home in Mississippi. She counsels her TikTok followers to log on around sunrise and sunset in the Netherlands, when the fish are more active.



"We're inundated with nothing but politics, hatred, bigotry and anger for what seems like forever now," Ms. Matlock said. With the fish doorbell, she said, "you're helping something that you wouldn't normally have the opportunity to help."



The project has had some hiccups: The live feed can accommodate only about 950 viewers at a time, and the rest are redirected to a YouTube stream with no doorbell functionality.



Mr. van Heukelum is also aware that his fish doorbell is not as efficient a solution as a 
fish ladder
, a tiered system that would allow the fish to migrate without crowdsourced help. (It is, however, significantly more charming and a lot less expensive.)



The project's greatest success may be getting people far from the Netherlands to consider their personal involvement in helping wildlife, said Lisa Brideau, a climate policy specialist in Vancouver and the author of a climate novel.



Given that the fish doorbell appears more than adequately staffed at the moment, Ms. Brideau encouraged viewers to look for projects in their own areas to counteract human damage to natural ecosystems.



"People want that connection to nature, even if they're living in an urban context," she said. "The doorbell is covered: Where else can we put this energy?"
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New York City welcomed a hint of spring, with a bit of warm sun that turned this year's Easter Parade and Bonnet Festival into a rousing success.



Fifth Avenue was filled with magnificent hat wearers, sauntering up and down 5th Avenue with charm and excitement that rivaled children who might be scouring parks for Easter egg hunts. A recurring cast of milliners and costumed spectators trading nods with the more casual participants -- who found creative ways to create their own grand impressions -- was a particular delight to see.







The colorful flow of her hat (center) was as lovely as her help with a friend's outfit.





A profile to show off that stunning splash of red hair.





Don't lose your hat! A sea of Easter fashion in front of St. Patrick's Cathedral.





Soft paisley and a basket for those found Easter eggs.





It was unclear whose job it was to protect the treats.





A pup tired out from all the excitement.





Spotted: a fancy wicker bunny in the crowd.





This spectrum of violet was almost royal.





Baking up the goods in an array of flavors.





Spring anyone? This flower on white ensemble was the perfect introduction to the season.





A fan of the carousel showed up.





Easter in every shade.





It was easy to find little bursts of joy throughout the parade.





More than just coordinating, couples were leveling up to synchronization.





The way these gloves matched the handbag was a serious consideration.





Some brought messages of their own to the parade.





Wondering if the puppet may need its own hat.








This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/31/style/nyc-easter-parade-bonnet-festival.html
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