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OJ Simpson, fallen football hero acquitted of murder in 'trial of the century,' dies at 76

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76.
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    [image: FILE - O.J. Simpson stands as he listens to Municipal Judge Kathleen Kennedy-Powell as she reads her decision to hold him over for trial on July 8, 1994, in connection with the June 12 slayings of his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Eric Draper, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Oct. 3, 1995, file photo, O.J. Simpson reacts as he is found not guilty in the death of his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend Ron Goldman in Los Angeles. Defense attorneys F. Lee Bailey, left, and Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. stand with him. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Myung J. Chun/Los Angeles Daily News via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this June 15, 1995 file photo, O.J. Simpson, left, grimaces as he tries on one of the leather gloves prosecutors say he wore the night his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman were murdered in a Los Angeles courtroom. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Sam Mircovich/Pool Photo via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 12 | FILE - In this June 15, 1995 file photo, O.J. Simpson, left, grimaces as he tries on one of the leather gloves prosecutors say he wore the night his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman were murdered in a Los Angeles courtroom. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Sam Mircovich/Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 12
FILE - In this June 15, 1995 file photo, O.J. Simpson, left, grimaces as he tries on one of the leather gloves prosecutors say he wore the night his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman were murdered in a Los Angeles courtroom. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Sam Mircovich/Pool Photo via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson speaks to the media about being traded from the Buffalo Bills to the San Francisco 49ers as 49ers owner Edward DeBartolo Jr. looks on during a press conference in San Francisco, March 24, 1978. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas.(AP Photo/Sal Veder, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this May 14, 2013, file photo, O.J. Simpson sits during a break on the second day of an evidentiary hearing in Clark County District Court in Las Vegas. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Ethan Miller, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this June 17, 1994, file photo, a white Ford Bronco, driven by Al Cowlings carrying O.J. Simpson, is trailed by Los Angeles police cars as it travels on a freeway in Los Angeles. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Joseph Villarin, File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson bites his lip Friday, July 8, 1994, as he listens to Dr. Irwin L. Golden, a medical examiner, describe the extent of Nicole Simpson Brown's wounds during testimony in Los Angeles Criminal Courts. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Eric Draper, File)]
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[image: FILE - Buffalo Bills runningback O.J. Simpson (32) runs over some teammates as he latches onto Joe DeLamielleurs (68) during an NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Rich Stadium in Buffalo, N.Y., Sept. 3, 1977. Buccaneers Council Rudolph (78) follows at right. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern Cal's O.J. Simpson poses with the Heisman Trophy at New York's Downtown Athletic Club, Dec. 5, 1968. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Buffalo Bills' O.J. Simpson posed in 1969. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - In this 1977 file photo shows Buffalo Bills NFL Football player O.J. Simpson. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former NFL football star O.J. Simpson appears via video for his parole hearing at the Lovelock Correctional Center in Lovelock, Nev., on July 20, 2017. (Jason Bean/The Reno Gazette-Journal via AP, Pool, File)]
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FILE - Former NFL football star O.J. Simpson appears via video for his parole hearing at the Lovelock Correctional Center in Lovelock, Nev., on July 20, 2017. (Jason Bean/The Reno Gazette-Journal via AP, Pool, File)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- O.J. Simpson, the football star and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend in a trial that mesmerized the public and exposed divisions on race and policing in America, has died. He was 76. 
The family announced on Simpson's official X account that he died Wednesday of prostate cancer. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ on Thursday that he died in Las Vegas. 
Simpson earned fame, fortune and adulation through football and show business, but his legacy was forever changed by the June 1994 knife slayings of his ex-wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and her friend Ronald Goldman in Los Angeles. He was later found liable for the deaths in a separate civil case, and then served nine years in prison on unrelated charges.
Live TV coverage of his arrest after a famous slow-speed chase marked a stunning fall from grace.





    


He had seemed to transcend racial barriers as the star Trojans tailback for college football's powerful University of Southern California in the late 1960s, as a rental car ad pitchman rushing through airports in the late 1970s, and as the husband of a blond and blue-eyed high school homecoming queen in the 1980s.
"I'm not Black, I'm O.J.," he liked to tell friends.
His "trial of the century" captured America's attention on live TV. The case sparked debates on race, gender, domestic abuse, celebrity justice and police misconduct.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Evidence found at the scene seemed overwhelmingly against Simpson. Blood drops, bloody footprints and a glove were there. Another glove, smeared with blood, was found at his home. 
Simpson didn't testify, but the prosecution asked him to try on the gloves in court. He struggled to squeeze them onto his hands and spoke his only three words of the trial: "They're too small." 
His attorney Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. told the jurors, "If it doesn't fit, you must acquit."

    


The jury found him not guilty of murder in 1995, but a separate civil trial jury found him liable in 1997 for the deaths and ordered him to pay $33.5 million to family members of Brown and Goldman.
A decade later, still shadowed by the California wrongful death judgment, Simpson led five men he barely knew into a confrontation with two sports memorabilia dealers in a cramped Las Vegas hotel room. Two men with Simpson had guns. A jury convicted Simpson of armed robbery and other felonies.
Imprisoned at age 61, he served nine years in a remote northern Nevada prison, including a stint as a gym janitor. He was not contrite when he was released on parole in October 2017. The parole board heard him insist yet again that he was only trying to retrieve sports memorabilia and family heirlooms stolen from him after his criminal trial in Los Angeles.
"I've basically spent a conflict-free life, you know," said Simpson, whose parole ended in late 2021.
Public fascination with Simpson never faded. Many debated whether he had been punished in Las Vegas for his acquittal in Los Angeles. In 2016, he was the subject of both an FX miniseries and five-part ESPN documentary.

    


"I don't think most of America believes I did it," Simpson told The New York Times in 1995, a week after a jury determined he did not kill Brown and Goldman. "I've gotten thousands of letters and telegrams from people supporting me."
Twelve years later, following an outpouring of public outrage, Rupert Murdoch canceled a planned book by the News Corp.-owned HarperCollins in which Simpson offered his hypothetical account of the killings. It was to be titled "If I Did It."
Goldman's family, still doggedly pursuing the multimillion-dollar wrongful death judgment, won control of the manuscript. They retitled the book "If I Did It: Confessions of the Killer."
"It's all blood money, and unfortunately I had to join the jackals," Simpson told The Associated Press at the time. He collected $880,000 in advance money for the book, paid through a third party.
"It helped me get out of debt and secure my homestead," he said.
Less than two months after losing the rights to the book, Simpson was arrested in Las Vegas.

    


David Cook, an attorney who has been seeking since 2008 to collect the civil judgment in the Goldman case, said he'd spoken with Ron's father, Fred, on Thursday about Simpson's death. Cook declined to say what Fred Goldman said or where he was.
"He died without penance," Cook said of Simpson. "We don't know what he has, where it is or who is in control. We will pick up where we are and keep going with it."
Simpson played 11 NFL seasons, nine of them with the Buffalo Bills, where he became known as "The Juice" and ran behind an offensive line known as "The Electric Company." He won four NFL rushing titles, rushed for 11,236 yards in his career, scored 76 touchdowns and played in five Pro Bowls. His best season was 1973, when he ran for 2,003 yards -- the first running back to break the 2,000-yard rushing mark.

    


"I was part of the history of the game," he said years later. "If I did nothing else in my life, I'd made my mark."
Of course, Simpson went on to other fame.
One of the artifacts of his murder trial, the carefully tailored tan suit he wore when acquitted, was later donated and placed on display at the Newseum in Washington. Simpson had been told the suit would be in the hotel room in Las Vegas, but it turned out it wasn't there.
Orenthal James Simpson was born July 9, 1947, in San Francisco, where he grew up in government-subsidized housing projects.
After graduating from high school, he enrolled at City College of San Francisco for a year and a half before transferring to the University of Southern California for the spring 1967 semester.
He married his first wife, Marguerite Whitley, on June 24, 1967, moving her to Los Angeles the next day so he could begin preparing for his first season with USC -- which, in large part because of Simpson, won that year's national championship.
Simpson won the Heisman Trophy in 1968. He accepted the statue the same day that his first child, Arnelle, was born.
He had two sons, Jason and Aaren, with his first wife; one of those boys, Aaren, drowned as a toddler in a swimming pool accident in 1979, the same year he and Whitley divorced.
Simpson and Brown were married in 1985. They had two children, Justin and Sydney, and divorced in 1992. Two years later, Nicole Brown Simpson was found murdered.
"We don't need to go back and relive the worst day of our lives," he told the AP 25 years after the double slayings. "The subject of the moment is the subject I will never revisit again. My family and I have moved on to what we call the 'no negative zone.' We focus on the positives."
___
Biographical material in this story was written by former AP Special Correspondent Linda Deutsch.
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    [image: FILE - In this June 17, 1994, file photo, a white Ford Bronco, driven by Al Cowlings carrying O.J. Simpson, is trailed by Los Angeles police cars as it travels on a freeway in Los Angeles. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Joseph Villarin, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Oct. 3, 1995, file photo, O.J. Simpson reacts as he is found not guilty in the death of his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend Ron Goldman in Los Angeles. Defense attorneys F. Lee Bailey, left, and Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. stand with him. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Myung J. Chun/Los Angeles Daily News via AP, Pool, File)]
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    Read the latest: OJ Simpson, fallen football hero acquitted of murder in 'trial of the century,' dies at 76



    



EDITOR'S NOTE: The first week of the O.J. Simpson case in mid-June 1994 moved quickly, with reporters racing to reach the news. The only thing that was slow was The Chase.

The football great had been accused of killing his ex-wife and her friend, and there he was on live television, in the back of his friend's white Ford Bronco with a gun to his head. The freeway was like a parade -- with the police, media and fans following "The Juice." There were crowds on the overpasses, signs, cheers and fists punching the air as the pursuit unfolded.

In The Associated Press newsroom, editors and writers were riveted to small televisions. And that's where many would stay for the next 17 months -- glued to a TV as the so-called "Trial of the Century" unfolded.

After Simpson died Wednesday at 76, the AP is making available the story wrapping up all the developments from The Chase.

    



___






O.J. ARRESTED IN SLAYINGS OF EX-WIFE AND HER FRIEND

O.J. Simpson was hunted down and captured in his driveway Friday night after running from charges of murdering his ex-wife and her male friend and leading police along 60 miles of freeways and city streets.

"I can't express the fear I had that this matter would not end the way it did," said Simpson's attorney, Robert Shapiro, who had worried earlier that the former football great would kill himself.



Outside the walls of Simpson's estate, members of Simpson's family hugged each other and cried after word of the arrest came out.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


A cheer came up from the crowd of 300 spectators.

The arrest shortly before 9 p.m. culminated an incredible drama that unfolded on live national TV in which police first announced charges against the former football great, then said he had disappeared and finally followed him along the highways for more than an hour.

After the white Ford Bronco came to a halt at Simpson's estate, a man believed to be his lifelong friend and teammate, Al Cowlings, got out. Simpson's lawyer arrived at the mansion nearly an hour later and the arrest came minutes later.

    



Before fleeing as he was about to be arrested, the former football great left a handwritten letter proclaiming his innocence, saying goodbye to friends and making "a last wish" to "leave my children in peace."

Shapiro earlier said he feared Simpson was suicidal and pleaded with him to give up. At the same news conference, a friend read Simpson's letter.

"I've had a great life, great friends," the football Hall of Famer's letter said. "Please think of the real O.J. and not this lost person."

The district attorney called it "the fall of an American hero," and Los Angeles police, angered that he reneged on a promise to surrender earlier in the day, mounted a manhunt for him and a former teammate.

In the letter, Simpson wrote that he tried to do "most of the right things" in life and asked: "Why do I end up like this?"

"First, everyone understand, I had nothing to do with Nicole's murder," Simpson's letter begins. "If we had a problem, it's because I loved her so much."

"I don't want to belabor knocking the press, but I can't believe what is being said. Most of it is totally made up. I know you have a job to do, but as a last wish, please, please, please, leave my children in peace," he wrote.

    



Shapiro said Simpson has been "exceedingly depressed," but he didn't know if Simpson had committed suicide.

"I'm keeping my fingers crossed and praying that we will be able to bring him into a court," Shapiro said.

"Wherever you are, for the sake of your family, for the sake of your children, please surrender immediately."

Police immediately mounted a manhunt when Simpson fled, and said he may be armed.

"Mr. Simpson is out there somewhere and we will find him," Police Cmdr. David Gascon told reporters.

If convicted of killing Nicole Simpson and Ronald Goldman, Simpson - among the most prominent celebrities ever charged with murder - could face the death penalty.

"We saw, perhaps, the fall of an American hero," District Attorney Gil Garcetti said.

Simpson, 46, was scheduled to surrender at 11 a.m. but failed to honor the agreement made with Shapiro, Gascon said.

    



Shapiro said he was with Simpson, Cowlings and two doctors in a house in the San Fernando Valley on Friday morning when police called to say they were coming to arrest him. He said Simpson and Cowlings, who grew up with Simpson in a San Francisco housing project and was his teammate in high school, at the University of Southern California and the Buffalo Bills, vanished before police arrived.

"The Los Angeles Police Department is actively searching for Mr. Simpson," Gascon said. "The Los Angeles Police Department is also very unhappy with the activities surrounding his failure to surrender."

Authorities also were looking for Cowlings, Garcetti said, warning, "If you assist him in any way you are committing a felony."

The investigation was anchored by a grisly array of evidence, from media reports of a blood-stained ski mask to a bloody glove.

    



Gascon declined to say how the police lost Simpson, who was handcuffed and questioned by police Monday but let go. He had been seen at his house earlier in the week and attended his ex-wife's funeral Thursday. Someone resembling Simpson was seen driving away from his house an hour before his expected surrender.

Mike Botula, a spokesman for Garcetti, said the charges included the special capital punishment circumstance of multiple killings. There is no bail in such cases, Botula added.

"A final decision on whether we would seek the death penalty will be made at a later time," Botula said.

Fans and colleagues of the sports legend who had insisted on his innocence were forced by Friday's arrest warrant to confront an ominous possibility - that Simpson could have killed the mother of their two children, daughter Sydney, 9, and son Justin, 6.

"There's nothing to say except that the law must take its course," said Howard Cosell, who worked with Simpson on ABC's "Monday Night Football."

The bodies of Mrs. Simpson, the football star's strikingly beautiful ex-wife, and Goldman, a 25-year-old aspiring model and waiter at a trendy restaurant, were found outside Mrs. Simpson's posh condominium.

Mortally wounded by multiple stab wounds, the bodies were discovered in a pool of blood by a passerby.

The couple divorced in 1992 following a seven-year marriage. While still married, Mrs. Simpson called police in 1989 saying she feared he was going to kill her. She had been punched, slapped and kicked by Simpson, who pleaded no contest in the case, authorities said.

Some reports suggested the two were attempting to reconcile at the time of the slayings. They had recently been seen together, but a family friend said those attempts failed and Simpson had turned vengeful.

"He was telling her girlfriends and her that if he ever caught her with anyone he would kill her," the friend told The Associated Press, speaking on condition of anonymity. "She totally broke it off with him three weeks ago."

Through his attorneys, Simpson maintained his innocence, claiming he was at home at the time of the slayings, waiting for a limousine to take him to the airport for a flight to Chicago. He attended his wife's funeral Thursday and hired forensic experts to assist in his defense.

Simpson flew to Chicago the night of the killings and was summoned home by police the next morning.

In filing the charges, authorities painted a grim picture in stark contrast to Simpson's graceful moves on the football field. Simpson was accused of using a knife to kill Mrs. Simpson and Goldman. The knife hasn't been found, Garcetti said.

Goldman, his family said, wasn't romantically involved with Mrs. Simpson. Reports indicated he fought valiantly for his life.

Orenthal James Simpson is known to many as the nimble and powerful running back for the Buffalo Bills, for whom he set a single-season NFL rushing record with 2,003 yards in 1973. He helped make USC a national champion in 1967 and won the Heisman Trophy in 1968.

He also was widely seen as a television sports commentator and in advertisements for Hertz rental cars. He also produced several television movies and had featured roles in such productions as "Roots" and "The Naked Gun" comedies.

After the warrant was announced, Hertz dropped Simpson.

___

Read the AP's full obit here
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    [image: FILE - Buffalo Bills Hall of Fame running back O.J. Simpson with fans prior to an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021, in Orchard Park, N.Y. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | FILE - Buffalo Bills Hall of Fame running back O.J. Simpson with fans prior to an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021, in Orchard Park, N.Y. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson and his defense attorney Daniel Leonard leave Los Angeles County Superior court in Santa Monica, Calif., Friday, Nov. 22, 1996, after testifying in the wrongful death civil trial against him. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Michael Caulfield, File)]
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[image: FILE - San Francisco 49ers running back O.J. Simpson is escorted from the field by police after the final NFL football game of his career, Dec. 16, 1979, against in the Atlanta Falcons at Atlanta Fulton County Stadium in Atlanta, Ga. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson checks out the bronze bust of himself after his induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame Saturday, Aug. 3, 1985 in Canton, Ohio. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but was found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. The family announced on Simpson's official X account that he died Wednesday, April 10, 2024, of prostate cancer. (AP Photo/Ernie Mastroianni, File)]
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[image: FILE - University of Southern California runningback O.J. Simpson (32)runs against Notre Dame Notre Dame in the first half of an NCAA college football game in South Bend, ind., Oct. 14, 1967. and picks up a few yards in their intersectional football game, Oct. 14, 1967 in South Bend, Indiana. Blocking for USC are Bob Miller (86), Mike Taylor (74), and Dan Scott (38). O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but was found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. The family announced on Simpson's official X account that he died Wednesday, April 10, 2024, of prostate cancer.(AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - University of Southern California runningback O.J. Simpson (32)runs against Notre Dame Notre Dame in the first half of an NCAA college football game in South Bend, ind., Oct. 14, 1967. and picks up a few yards in their intersectional football game, Oct. 14, 1967 in South Bend, Indiana. Blocking for USC are Bob Miller (86), Mike Taylor (74), and Dan Scott (38). O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but was found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. The family announced on Simpson's official X account that he died Wednesday, April 10, 2024, of prostate cancer.(AP Photo/File)]
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    Read the latest: OJ Simpson, fallen football hero acquitted of murder in 'trial of the century,' dies at 76



    


Reaction to the death of O.J. Simpson after prostate cancer. He was 76. Simpson's family announced the news on his X account. Relatives said he died Wednesday.
___

    
        
    
"The only thing I have to say is it's just further reminder of Ron being gone all these years. It's no great loss to the world. It's a further reminder of Ron's being gone." -- Fred Goldman, father of Ron Goldman, to NBC News. 
___
"O.J. Simpson was the first player to reach a rushing mark many thought could not be attained in a 14-game season when he topped 2,000 yards. His on-field contributions will be preserved in the hall's archives in Canton, Ohio." -- Pro Football Hall of Fame President Jim Porter, in a statement.
___
"He died without penance. We don't know what he has, where it is or who is in control. We will pick up where we are and keep going with it." -- David Cook, a San Francisco attorney for the Goldman family who has been seeking since 2008 to collect the civil judgment in the Ron Goldman case, in a statement.

    


___
"Cookie and I are praying for O.J. Simpson's children ... and his grandchildren following his passing. I know this is a difficult time." -- Magic Johnson, on X.
___
"R.I.P. Nordberg. 'His acting was a lot like his murdering: He got away with it, but no one believed him.'" -- David Zucker, who directed Simpson in two "Naked Gun" movies, on social media.
___
"Good Riddance #OJSimpson" -- Caitlyn Jenner, on X.
___

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm sad because, when people die you go `Oh, God, that's terrible.' But what happened to him, and maybe he brought it upon himself, but he was an icon in the nation. And he meant a lot (to) people doing those commercials. He did a lot for the Black race even though he didn't know it. He wasn't Muhammad Ali or anything, but he was doing things for athletes and not just Black athletes, but he kicked us into a really big thing. That's what I think of him. He was a groundbreaker." -- Joe DeLamielleure, Hall of Fame offensive lineman, Simpson teammate in Buffalo, by phone to The Associated Press. 

    


___
"The Heisman Trophy Trust mourns the passing of 1968 Heisman Trophy winner OJ Simpson. We extend our sympathy to his family." -- Official Heisman Trophy account on X.
___
"We really didn't get along in the beginning. But eventually we became roommates and everything. So we had an outstanding relationship. We did a lot of things together. We went through a lot when he had his good years in Buffalo." -- Booker Edgerson, Simpson teammate in Buffalo, by phone to The Associated Press.
___
"I knew he was very sick, so I'm upset that he died. I got to know him fairly well during the trial. It was one of the most divisive trials in American history along racial lines. He'll always be remembered for the Bronco chase, for the glove, and for the moment of acquittal." -- Attorney Alan Dershowitz, an adviser on Simpson's legal "dream team," to NBC News.
___
Read the full AP obituary. 
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    [image: President Joe Biden delivers remarks on proposed spending on child care and other investments in the "care economy" during a rally at Union Station, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: FILE - President Joe Biden's nominee to lead the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Steve Dettelbach speaks during an event at White House in Washington, April 11, 2022. New data from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and Explosives shows that 68,000 illegally trafficked firearms in the U.S. came through unlicensed dealers who aren't required to perform background checks over a five year report that was released Thursday, April 4, 2024. Dettelbach, the ATF director, said the guns are harder to investigate because unlicensed dealers aren't required to keep records of their sales. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Thousands more firearms dealers across the United States will have to run background checks on buyers at gun shows or other places outside brick-and-mortar stores, according to a Biden administration rule that will soon go into effect. 
The rule aims to close a loophole that has allowed tens of thousands of guns to be sold every year by unlicensed dealers who do not perform background checks to ensure the potential buyer is not legally prohibited from having a firearm. Gun rights groups are expected to fight it in court. 
It's the administration's latest effort to combat gun violence. But in a contentious election year, it's also an effort to show voters -- especially younger ones for whom gun violence deeply resonates -- that the White House is trying to stop the deaths. 
"This is going to keep guns out of the hands of domestic abusers and felons," President Joe Biden said in a statement. "And my administration is going to continue to do everything we possibly can to save lives. Congress needs to finish the job and pass universal background checks legislation now." 

    


The rule, which was finalized this week, makes clear that anyone who sells firearms predominantly to earn a profit must be federally licensed and conduct background checks, regardless of whether they are selling on the internet, at a gun show or at a brick-and-mortar store, Attorney General Merrick Garland told reporters. 




Biden has made curtailing gun violence a major part of his administration and reelection campaign, creating the White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention overseen by Vice President Kamala Harris. Biden also has urged Congress to ban so-called assault weapons -- something Democrats shied from even just a few years ago. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The rule is likely to be challenged in court by gun rights activists who believe the Democratic president is unfairly targeting gun owners. The National Shooting Sports Foundation, an industry trade group, has warned of a court challenge if the rule was finalized as written.

    


Lawrence Keane, the group's senior vice president and general counsel, said Thursday that the regulation is under review after contending previously that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives was overstepping its legal authority. 
Biden administration officials said they are confident the rule, which drew more than 380,000 public comments, would withstand lawsuits.
The administration first proposed the rule in August, after the passage of the most sweeping gun violence bill in decades, a bipartisan compromise in response to the massacre of 19 students and two teachers at a Uvalde, Texas elementary school. 
That law expanded the definition of those who are "engaged in the business" of selling firearms, and are required to become licensed by the ATF and therefore run background checks. The rule, which implements the change in the law, will take effect 30 days after it is published in the Federal Register. 
There are already roughly 80,000 federally licensed firearms dealers. Administration officials believe the new rule will impact more than 20,000 dealers who have gotten away with selling firearms without a license and performing background checks at places like gun shows and over the internet by claiming they aren't "engaged in the business" of firearm sales. 

    


"Everybody can see that people are not following the law in significant numbers," ATF Director Steve Dettelbach said in an interview. "And it's just wrong for public safety, it's wrong for fairness when all these licensed dealers are out there following the rules, for people to think that they don't have to all play by the same set of rules." 
The rule makes clear there are instances when a license is not be needed, such people who occasionally resell firearms to a family member or liquidate their personal collection. 
Republican Sens. John Cornyn of Texas and Thom Tillis of North Carolina, who were instrumental in the passage of the gun law, have started an effort to block the rule from going into effect. But that is unlikely to succeed because the president would have the final say. 

    


It comes a week after the ATF released new data that shows more than 68,000 illegally trafficked firearms in the U.S. came through unlicensed dealers who aren't required to perform background checks over a five-year period. The ATF report also showed that guns trafficked through unlicensed dealers were used in nearly 370 shootings between 2017 and 2021. 
Gun control advocates who have long pushed to close the so-called gun show loophole praised the regulation as a big step toward their goal of universal background checks for gun buyers -- a Democratic priority that has been blocked by Republicans in Congress. 
"Expanding background checks and closing the gun seller loophole is a massive victory for safer communities -- and it was made possible thanks to the tireless advocacy of our grassroots movement," Angela Ferrell-Zabala, executive director of Moms Demand Action, said in an emailed statement. 
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    [image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg gestures while speaking during a news conference Feb. 22, 2024, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. The upcoming trial, over hush money payments allegedly made by Trump during the 2016 election, will test Bragg's efforts to portray himself as apolitical in the face of relentless attacks from Trump and his supporters. The trial is scheduled to begin on Monday, April 15. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg listens at news conference in New York, Feb. 7, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg exits the courtroom after the jury found the Trump Organization guilty on all counts in a criminal tax fraud case, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg arrives at the District Attorney's office in New York, Tuesday, March. 28, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)]
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[image: FILE- Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg speaks at a press conference after the arraignment of former president Donald Trump in New York on Tuesday, April 4, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump comments as he leaves a pre-trial hearing during a recess with his defense team at Manhattan criminal, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | FILE - Former President Donald Trump comments as he leaves a pre-trial hearing during a recess with his defense team at Manhattan criminal, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)
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[image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump sits at the defense table with his legal team in a Manhattan court, Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race.(AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | FILE - Former President Donald Trump sits at the defense table with his legal team in a Manhattan court, Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race.(AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool)
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Manhattan district attorney Alvin Bragg, left, returns to Manhattan criminal court after a recess, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, POOL, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | FILE - Manhattan district attorney Alvin Bragg, left, returns to Manhattan criminal court after a recess, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, POOL, File)
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[image: FILE - Judge Juan M. Merchan poses in his chambers in New York, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Citing Trump's threatening and inflammatory statements, Merchan imposed a gag order last month that bars Trump from publicly commenting on witnesses, jurors or others involved in the case -- though not Bragg or the judge personally. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | FILE - Judge Juan M. Merchan poses in his chambers in New York, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Citing Trump's threatening and inflammatory statements, Merchan imposed a gag order last month that bars Trump from publicly commenting on witnesses, jurors or others involved in the case -- though not Bragg or the judge personally. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney-elect Alvin Bragg, a former top deputy to New York's attorney general, speaks to supporters in New York, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | FILE - Manhattan District Attorney-elect Alvin Bragg, a former top deputy to New York's attorney general, speaks to supporters in New York, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File)
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    [image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg gestures while speaking during a news conference Feb. 22, 2024, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. The upcoming trial, over hush money payments allegedly made by Trump during the 2016 election, will test Bragg's efforts to portray himself as apolitical in the face of relentless attacks from Trump and his supporters. The trial is scheduled to begin on Monday, April 15. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg gestures while speaking during a news conference Feb. 22, 2024, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. The upcoming trial, over hush money payments allegedly made by Trump during the 2016 election, will test Bragg's efforts to portray himself as apolitical in the face of relentless attacks from Trump and his supporters. The trial is scheduled to begin on Monday, April 15. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg listens at news conference in New York, Feb. 7, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg exits the courtroom after the jury found the Trump Organization guilty on all counts in a criminal tax fraud case, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)]
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FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg exits the courtroom after the jury found the Trump Organization guilty on all counts in a criminal tax fraud case, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg arrives at the District Attorney's office in New York, Tuesday, March. 28, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)]
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FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg arrives at the District Attorney's office in New York, Tuesday, March. 28, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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[image: FILE- Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg speaks at a press conference after the arraignment of former president Donald Trump in New York on Tuesday, April 4, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)]
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FILE- Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg speaks at a press conference after the arraignment of former president Donald Trump in New York on Tuesday, April 4, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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[image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump comments as he leaves a pre-trial hearing during a recess with his defense team at Manhattan criminal, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)]
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FILE - Former President Donald Trump comments as he leaves a pre-trial hearing during a recess with his defense team at Manhattan criminal, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)
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[image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump sits at the defense table with his legal team in a Manhattan court, Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race.(AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool)]
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FILE - Former President Donald Trump sits at the defense table with his legal team in a Manhattan court, Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race.(AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool)
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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[image: FILE - Manhattan district attorney Alvin Bragg, left, returns to Manhattan criminal court after a recess, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, POOL, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | FILE - Manhattan district attorney Alvin Bragg, left, returns to Manhattan criminal court after a recess, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, POOL, File)
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FILE - Manhattan district attorney Alvin Bragg, left, returns to Manhattan criminal court after a recess, Monday, March 25, 2024, in New York. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, POOL, File)
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[image: FILE - Judge Juan M. Merchan poses in his chambers in New York, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Citing Trump's threatening and inflammatory statements, Merchan imposed a gag order last month that bars Trump from publicly commenting on witnesses, jurors or others involved in the case -- though not Bragg or the judge personally. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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FILE - Judge Juan M. Merchan poses in his chambers in New York, Thursday, March 14, 2024. Citing Trump's threatening and inflammatory statements, Merchan imposed a gag order last month that bars Trump from publicly commenting on witnesses, jurors or others involved in the case -- though not Bragg or the judge personally. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney-elect Alvin Bragg, a former top deputy to New York's attorney general, speaks to supporters in New York, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File)]
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FILE - Manhattan District Attorney-elect Alvin Bragg, a former top deputy to New York's attorney general, speaks to supporters in New York, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When he was elected two years ago as Manhattan's first Black district attorney, Alvin Bragg spoke candidly about his unease with the job's political demands. A former law professor, he's more comfortable untangling complex legal questions than swaggering up to a podium. 
But when the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions heads to trial on Monday, about alleged hush money payments to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 election, Bragg will be at the center of a political maelstrom with few precedents.
Even before announcing the 34-count felony indictment against Trump last year, Bragg was a lightning rod for conservative critics who said he wasn't tough enough on crime. The upcoming trial will test the Democrat's efforts to portray himself as apolitical in the face of relentless attacks from the Republican former president and his supporters, who say the prosecution is the epitome of partisanship.

    


Echoing the racist tropes he has deployed frequently against his legal adversaries, Trump has called Bragg a "thug" and a "degenerate psychopath," urging his supporters to take action against the "danger to our country."




Bragg, who declined to be interviewed for this story, has rejected that, comparing the prosecution against Trump to any other case of financial crime.
"At its core, this case today is one with allegations like so many of our white collar cases," Bragg said in announcing the indictment last year. "Someone lied again and again to protect their interests and evade the laws to which we are all held accountable."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race.
The charges -- which carry the possibility of jail time -- threaten Trump's campaign schedule as he faces a general election rematch with President Joe Biden.

    


They have also turned a spotlight on Bragg, who since bringing the indictment has been the target of scores of racist emails and death threats, as well as two packages containing white powder.
"Because he is the first to get Trump to trial, and because he's been successful so far, the level of hate pointed at Bragg is staggering," said Norman Eisen, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution who served as special counsel in the first impeachment trial against Trump. "The threat level is just off the charts."
Citing Trump's threatening and inflammatory statements, Judge Juan M. Merchan imposed a gag order last month that bars Trump from publicly commenting on witnesses, jurors or others involved in the case -- though not Bragg or the judge personally. Attorneys for Trump have sought to reverse the order, seizing on the issue as one of several arguments for delaying the trial.
The 50-year-old Harlem-raised Bragg got his early political education during visits to the city's homeless shelters, where his father worked. He said he was held at gunpoint six times while growing up -- three times by overly suspicious police officers -- and once had a knife held to his throat.

    


After graduating from Harvard Law School, Bragg began his career as a criminal defense and civil rights lawyer, later joining the federal prosecutor's office in Manhattan. As a top lawyer in the New York attorney general's office, he oversaw investigations into police killings and a lawsuit that shut down Trump's charitable foundation.
Though he said he had little interest in elected office, Bragg joined a crowded race for Manhattan district attorney in 2019, running on a platform of "justice and public safety." 
Compared to many of his opponents, Bragg took a more measured tone in detailing his plans for the investigations into Trump and his businesses, which began under former District Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr.
Once in office, Bragg surprised many by pausing the criminal investigation into Trump, leading to the resignation of two top prosecutors who had pushed for an indictment.

    


When he resurrected the case last April, the charges of falsifying records were raised to felonies under an unusual legal theory that Trump could be prosecuted in state court for violating federal campaign finance laws. Some legal experts say the strategy could backfire.
"It seems a bit of a legal reach, and the question is why are they doing it?" said Jonathan Turley, a professor at the George Washington University Law School. "It can be hard to escape the conclusion that this effort would not have been taken if the defendant was not Donald Trump."
Others have blessed the legal theory, including a federal judge, Alvin Hellerstein, who wrote in a decision last year that the law did not provide exceptions for election-related activities.
From his first days in office, Bragg found himself under a barrage of criticism over a memo instructing prosecutors not to seek jail time for some low-level offenses.

    


He walked back portions of the directive amid fierce protest from New York Police Department leaders, conservative media and some centrist Democrats, though he later said he regretted not pushing back more forcefully. For many on the right, the image of Bragg as a poster child for Democrat permissiveness stuck.
"When you're the district attorney, you are also a politician, and there's been a slight failure to grasp that," said Rebecca Roiphe, a New York Law School professor who taught alongside Bragg and previously worked in the Manhattan district attorney's office. "The fact that he's not attuned to what he needs to do politically to get things done is both a strength and a weakness."
Though most major crime rates in Manhattan remain lower than before Bragg took office, conservatives continue to accuse him of allowing rampant lawlessness. Republicans convened a congressional field hearing in New York to examine what they said were Bragg's "pro-crime, anti-victim" policies.
Bragg was pilloried on the right again earlier this year when he declined to seek pretrial detention for some men accused of brawling with police officers in Times Square.
The decision sparked criticism not only from conservatives but also Gov. Kathy Hochul, a Democrat, and top NYPD officials. Bragg defended himself, telling reporters, "the only thing worse than failing to bring perpetrators to justice would be to ensnare innocent people in the criminal justice system."
He later announced several men initially arrested played only a minor role or were not present at all.
In 2022, Bragg's office pressured the Trump Organization's longtime chief financial officer, Allen Weisselberg, into pleading guilty to evading taxes on company perks like a luxury car and rent-free apartment. Later that year, it put Trump's company on trial, and won a conviction on similar tax charges.
After that, Bragg convened a new grand jury, securing the indictment accusing Trump of falsely recording payments to Cohen as legal expenses, when they were for orchestrating payoffs to porn actor Stormy Daniels and former Playboy model Karen McDougal, to prevent them from going public with claims they had extramarital sexual encounters with Trump.
Trump denies the accusations and says no crime was committed. Now, a jury is on the verge of being picked that will make a historic decision about whether Trump broke the law -- or Bragg overreached.
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                    Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida urges U.S. lawmakers at the Capitol to consider the importance of global commitments at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific and deep skepticism in Congress about U.S. involvement abroad.
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            Japanese PM Fumio Kishida tells U.S. Congress America's role in the world remains 'pivotal'

        
        
            Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida urges U.S. lawmakers at the Capitol to consider the importance of global commitments at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific and deep skepticism in Congress about U.S. involvement abroad.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Japanese PM Fumio Kishida tells U.S. Congress America's role in the world remains 'pivotal'
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida urges U.S. lawmakers at the Capitol to consider the importance of global commitments at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific and deep skepticism in Congress about U.S. involvement abroad.



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:00

            
        

    
    
        
            Speaker Johnson welcomes Japanese PM Kishida and his wife to the Capitol

        
        
            House Speaker Mike Johnson welcomed the Japanese Prime Minister and his wife to Capitol Hill on Thursday. Kishida is visiting Congress to address U.S. lawmakers on the importance of keeping a strong partnership between the two countries at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific.
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House Speaker Mike Johnson welcomed the Japanese Prime Minister and his wife to Capitol Hill on Thursday. Kishida is visiting Congress to address U.S. lawmakers on the importance of keeping a strong partnership between the two countries at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    4
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida addresses a joint meeting of Congress in the House chamber, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington, as Vice President Kamala Harris and Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., look on. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida addresses a joint meeting of Congress in the House chamber, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington, as Vice President Kamala Harris and Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., look on. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida addresses a joint meeting of Congress in the House chamber, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington, as Vice President Kamala Harris and Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., look on. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., meets with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at the U.S. Capitol, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: FILE - Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks during a news conference in the Rose Garden of the White House, April 10, 2024, in Washington. Fumio will head to Congress on Thursday, April 11, for an address to U.S. lawmakers meant to underscore the importance of keeping a strong partnership between the two countries at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida shakes hands with Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., before ddressing a joint meeting of Congress in the House chamber, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington, as Vice President Kamala Harris looks on. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida shakes hands with Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., before ddressing a joint meeting of Congress in the House chamber, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington, as Vice President Kamala Harris looks on. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida shakes hands with Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., before ddressing a joint meeting of Congress in the House chamber, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the Capitol in Washington, as Vice President Kamala Harris looks on. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By STEPHEN GROVES

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida addressed U.S. lawmakers at the Capitol on Thursday, urging them to consider the importance of global commitments at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific and deep skepticism in Congress about U.S. involvement abroad.
Kishida is in Washington this week visiting President Joe Biden as the White House completes hosting each leader of the Quad -- an informal partnership between the U.S. Japan, Australia and India that is seen as important to countering China's growing military strength in the region. Kishida highlighted the value of the U.S. commitment to global security and offered reassurances that Japan is a strong partner.
On Capitol Hill, his audience included many Republicans who have pushed for the U.S. to take a less active role in global affairs as they follow the "America First" ethos of Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee. The Republican-controlled House has sat for months on a $95 billion package that would send wartime funding to Ukraine and Israel, as well as aid to allies in the Indo-Pacific like Taiwan and humanitarian help to civilians in Gaza and Ukraine.

    


"As we meet here today, I detect an undercurrent of self-doubt among some Americans about what your role in the world should be," Kishida told Congress.




He sought to remind lawmakers of the leading role the U.S. has played globally since World War II. After dropping two nuclear weapons on Japan to end the war, the U.S. helped rebuild Japan, and the nations transformed from bitter enemies to close allies.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When necessary, it made noble sacrifices to fulfill its commitment to a better world," Kishida said of the U.S.
Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell said earlier this week that he hoped Kishida's visit would underscore "that we're in a worldwide situation here against the enemies of democracy -- led by China, Russia and Iran."

    


Japan has taken a strong role in supporting Ukraine's defense against Moscow as well as helping humanitarian aid get to Gaza. It is also seen as a key U.S. partner in a fraught region where China is asserting its strength and North Korea is developing a nuclear program.
"Japan is a close ally -- critical to both our national and economic security," said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer in a statement. "This visit will continue to deepen the diplomatic and security relationship between our two countries and build on the strength of decades of cooperation."
Kishida offered reassurances that Japan is also committed to global security and human rights. He said that since recovering from the "devastation of World War II," Japan has transformed from a reticent ally to a strong partner "standing shoulder-to-shoulder" with the U.S.
The prime minister called China's stance "unprecedented" and "the greatest strategic challenge, not only to the peace and security of Japan but to the peace and stability of the international community at large."
Kishida was also attending a U.S.-Japan-Philippines summit on Thursday in another effort to bolster regional cooperation in the face of China's aggression. The United Kingdom also announced Thursday that it would hold joint military exercises with Japan and the U.S. in the Indo-Pacific next year.

    


Beijing has pushed back strongly on those actions during Kishida's visit.
Mao Ning, the Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman, said, "Despite China's serious concerns, the U.S. and Japan attacked and smeared China on the Taiwan question and maritime issues, grossly interfered in China's domestic affairs and violated the basic norms in international relations."
Meanwhile, Kishida cast the future of the conflict in Ukraine as having far-reaching consequences. He emphasized that Japan has committed to providing Kyiv with $12 billion in wartime aid, including anti-drone detection systems.
"Ukraine of today may be East Asia of tomorrow," Kishida told lawmakers, and later added: "Japan will continue to stand with Ukraine."
The statements drew standing ovations from much of the chamber but a group of hardline conservatives remained seated. Other lawmakers skipped the speech and Capitol staff filled empty chairs with congressional aides.

    


Those moments encapsulated the pressure that House Speaker Mike Johnson is facing as he searches for a way forward for the foreign security package. It will be a difficult task to navigate the deep divides among Republicans. Making matters worse for the Republican speaker, he is already facing the threat of being ousted from the speaker's office.
Kishida, who was elected in 2021, arrived in Washington while facing political problems of his own in Japan. Polls show his support has plunged as he deals with a political funds corruption scandal within his ruling Liberal Democratic Party. The nation's economy has also slipped to the world's fourth-largest last year, falling behind Germany.

    


This is the first time a Japanese prime minister addresses Congress since Shinzo Abe traveled to Capitol Hill in 2015. Kishida is the sixth foreign leader to address Congress during Biden's presidency.
He relished the moment and highlighted his ties to the U.S. He told lawmakers how he spent his first three years of elementary school in New York City while his father worked there as a trade official. Lawmakers applauded and laughed as he recalled American pastimes like attending baseball games and watching the Flintstones.
"I still miss that show," Kishida told them. "Although I could never translate, 'Yabba dabba doo.'"
___
Associated Press writer Didi Tang contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-prime-minister-congress-address-3c22f1b1e8d0003f27ade8789a8c4a43
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Severe weather takes aim at parts of the Ohio Valley after battering the South

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: A person uses a stick to try and clear out a storm drain after a heavy thunderstorm dropped loads of rain in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | A person uses a stick to try and clear out a storm drain after a heavy thunderstorm dropped loads of rain in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Andrew "Fluffy" Dunbar, right, moves floating construction debris out of the middle of a roadway as cars speed down a flooded street from heavy rains in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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[image: A boat repair business is damaged after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La.,Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | A boat repair business is damaged after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La.,Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: A car is is heavily damaged at McDonalds fast food chain after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | A car is is heavily damaged at McDonalds fast food chain after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Lynn Champagne of E.C.O. Builders surveys the damage after the building was struck by an apparent tornado in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | Lynn Champagne of E.C.O. Builders surveys the damage after the building was struck by an apparent tornado in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 13 | A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: A man holds a street sign that wound up in the lobby of the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, after what employees described as a tornado came through, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | A man holds a street sign that wound up in the lobby of the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, after what employees described as a tornado came through, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Harris County Emergency Services District Assistant Chief Mark Donovan speaks to reporters at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 13 | Harris County Emergency Services District Assistant Chief Mark Donovan speaks to reporters at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Sumit Bhasin surveys damage to his furniture store caused by a tornado Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. He had two vendors visiting. "Unfortunately, this is what I have to show them," he said. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Russell Stones cleans out a drain in the Treme neighborhood in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Photo by Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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    [image: People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: A person uses a stick to try and clear out a storm drain after a heavy thunderstorm dropped loads of rain in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | A person uses a stick to try and clear out a storm drain after a heavy thunderstorm dropped loads of rain in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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A person uses a stick to try and clear out a storm drain after a heavy thunderstorm dropped loads of rain in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Andrew "Fluffy" Dunbar, right, moves floating construction debris out of the middle of a roadway as cars speed down a flooded street from heavy rains in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 13 | Andrew "Fluffy" Dunbar, right, moves floating construction debris out of the middle of a roadway as cars speed down a flooded street from heavy rains in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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Andrew "Fluffy" Dunbar, right, moves floating construction debris out of the middle of a roadway as cars speed down a flooded street from heavy rains in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: A boat repair business is damaged after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La.,Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | A boat repair business is damaged after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La.,Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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A boat repair business is damaged after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La.,Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A car is is heavily damaged at McDonalds fast food chain after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | A car is is heavily damaged at McDonalds fast food chain after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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A car is is heavily damaged at McDonalds fast food chain after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Lynn Champagne of E.C.O. Builders surveys the damage after the building was struck by an apparent tornado in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | Lynn Champagne of E.C.O. Builders surveys the damage after the building was struck by an apparent tornado in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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Lynn Champagne of E.C.O. Builders surveys the damage after the building was struck by an apparent tornado in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: A man holds a street sign that wound up in the lobby of the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, after what employees described as a tornado came through, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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A man holds a street sign that wound up in the lobby of the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, after what employees described as a tornado came through, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Harris County Emergency Services District Assistant Chief Mark Donovan speaks to reporters at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Sumit Bhasin surveys damage to his furniture store caused by a tornado Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. He had two vendors visiting. "Unfortunately, this is what I have to show them," he said. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Russell Stones cleans out a drain in the Treme neighborhood in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Photo by Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Powerful storms rumbled over parts of the U.S. Southeast early Thursday, prompting a few tornado warnings, causing flash flooding, and delaying the start of one of the world's biggest sporting events, in Georgia.
The storm system, which has already been blamed for at least one death in Mississippi, demolished buildings and flooded streets in the New Orleans area Wednesday. It continued to spawn flash flood and tornado warnings in Florida, Georgia and South Carolina on Thursday.
More than 100,000 customers lacked power early Thursday nationwide. That included more than 30,000 in Georgia, where the bad weather was ongoing, according to PowerOutage.us.
Now, forecasters say parts of Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia will be near the bull's-eye of a new area of concern Thursday. Those areas could see some tornadoes, damaging winds and large hail, according to the latest outlooks from the Storm Prediction Center.

    


At least a dozen counties in West Virginia dismissed public schools early Thursday due to the arriving storms. Southern West Virginia was hit by nine tornadoes April 2. It was a record for one day in the state and more than quadruple the number it gets in an average year.




In Augusta, Georgia, the start of the Masters golf tournament was delayed, tournament officials announced. Forecasters predict wind gusts as high as 45 mph (72 kph).
"Those wind speeds could easily knock down branches here and there," said Brad Carlberg, a National Weather Service forecaster. "Just be aware of the weather and gusts, especially if you are near trees, because a branch could fall down at any time."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Torrential rains early Thursday made roads impassable in Valdosta, Georgia, an emergency manager reported. In Tallahassee, Florida, storms toppled trees and caused significant street flooding, the weather service said.
Emergency responders Thursday afternoon were assessing damage from a "possible tornado touchdown" near St. Augustine, Florida. Photos shared by St. Johns County Fire Rescue showed fences ripped apart, but no immediate reports of any serious injuries from the possible twister that touched down in that area shortly before noon Thursday.

    


Storm damage has been reported from Texas to the Florida Panhandle.
A tornado struck Slidell, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) northeast of New Orleans, on Wednesday. It ripped roofs off buildings and partially collapsed others in and around the city of about 28,000. Authorities said first responders had to rescue people trapped in one apartment building.
Slidell Mayor Greg Cromer estimated at a news conference Wednesday night that about 75 homes and businesses were damaged. St. Tammany Parish President Mike Cooper estimated that hundreds more homes were damaged outside the city.
Police video showed tree limbs littering the streets and flooded yards that resembled swamps. Outside a McDonald's restaurant, a car was on its side, power poles leaned, and large pieces of the trademark golden arches were strewn about.
"I've never talked to God so much before in my life," Robin Marquez said after huddling with co-workers in a two-story building where the roof was ripped away and walls caved in.

    


There were no reports of deaths or critical injuries in Slidell. The weather service posted on social media Wednesday that initial surveys indicate the area was hit by an EF-1 tornado, with winds from 86 mph (138 kph) to 110 mph (177 kph).
Close to 8 inches (20 centimeters) of rain fell in parts of New Orleans. It came as the system of pipes and pumps that drains the city dealt with problems with its power generating system, forcing workers to divert power as needed.
"During intense rain, the mission sometimes shifts from keeping the streets dry to draining them as quickly as possible," the New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board said in a statement.
A woman died in central Mississippi when a power outage shut down her oxygen machine, officials said. The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency said 72 homes were damaged.
In Texas, several people were rescued from homes and vehicles early Wednesday when flooding inundated parts of Jasper County, near the Louisiana line, authorities said.

    


In the Houston suburb of Katy, strong thunderstorms collapsed part of the roof of an auto repair shop. Storms also damaged businesses and cars in a strip mall, sending a large air conditioning unit on the roof crashing to the parking lot, officials said. Some of the damage was preliminarily determined to have been caused by a weak tornado, officials said.
"We were blessed that no lives were lost," Harris County Fire Marshal Laurie Christensen said. Only minor injuries were reported.
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    [image: The Master flag waves to the breeze on the second hole during the first round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Patrons arrive for the first round during the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- The Masters got underway Thursday after a 2 1/2-hour weather delay with wind still whipping under a cloudy sky, the first time since July at the British Open that golf's best players have come together on the same course for the same tournament.
Six-time champion Jack Nicklaus, with his wife Barbara on the bag, joined three-time winner Gary Player and two-time champion Tom Watson as thousands of patrons surrounded the first tee to watch them hit the traditional opening shots.
"It's not so easy to put the ball on the tee now, is it?" Player asked the others, before striping one down the fairway.
"Watch out on the left and right," Nicklaus quipped, before he, too, drove it right down the middle.
Erik van Rooyen and Jake Knapp were the first competitors to tee off, while the heavy hitters from both the PGA Tour and LIV Golf were scattered in featured groups throughout the day. Those with later tee times, including Tiger Woods, Jordan Spieth and Dustin Johnson, were unlikely to finish before dark, meaning they would need to return Friday to finish their first rounds.

    


It's the sixth consecutive year that the weather has delayed at least some portion of the Masters.




There are 13 players from Saudi-funded LIV Golf in the field this year, including defending Masters champion Jon Rahm, who left the PGA Tour for millions in guaranteed money late last year. That is down from 18 a year ago, when nobody was quite sure how the rift between the breakaway league and the long-established PGA Tour would shake out at Augusta National.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That continued schism is only one of the many storylines this year, though.
Scottie Scheffler, the 2022 champion and world's top-ranked player, is the biggest betting favorite at 4-1, according to FanDuel Sportsbook, since Woods ruled nearly two decades ago. Rory McIlroy, who missed the cut last year, is trying for the 10th time to complete the career grand slam. Woods is playing for only the second time this year because of illness and injury.

    


Scheffler and Sam Burns have wives each expecting their first child. Both players have said they would withdraw if they learned their wives had gone into labor, though that's hard to believe if they were leading on the back nine on Sunday.
Last year, the weather pushed the conclusion of the third round into Sunday, and Rahm began the marathon day in a four-shot deficit to Brooks Koepka. He halved it by the start of the final round, and Rahm became the fourth Spaniard to win a green jacket with a four-shot victory over Koepka and Phil Mickelson, who closed with a round of 65 at the age of 52.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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                    Three sons of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh have been killed in an Israeli airstrike in the Gaza Strip. Haniyeh accused Israel of acting in "the spirit of revenge and murder." The Israeli military confirmed it carried out the attack Wednesday. It said the men conducted militant activity in central Gaza, without elaborating. Hamas said four of the leader's grandchildren were also killed.
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    [image: Palestinians mourn over the bodies of their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the morgue of Al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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[image: Chairs for the Bibas family, hostages held in Gaza at a Passover seder table set on Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the communal dining hall at Kibbutz Nir Oz in southern Israel, where a quarter of all residents were killed or captured by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: An Israeli soldier visits the the communal dining hall at Kibbutz Nir Oz in southern Israel during a Passover seder event for hostages held in Gaza on Thursday, April 11, 2024, where a quarter of all residents of the kibbutz were killed or captured by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9
Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 9
Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man reacts next to the body of a boy killed in an Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Bodies of people killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip are brought to al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Relatives of hostages held in Gaza and their supporters move into an intersection to protest outside of the Prime Minister's office to call for an immediate release of the captives for the Jewish holiday of Passover as the war cabinet meets in Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        An Israeli airstrike in Gaza killed three sons of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, according to Israel's army and the militant group's official media, with Haniyeh accusing Israel of acting in "the spirit of revenge and murder." 
The Israeli military confirmed it carried out the attack Wednesday, saying the men conducted militant activity in central Gaza, without elaborating. Hamas said four of the leader's grandchildren were also killed.
In an interview with the Al Jazeera satellite channel, Haniyeh said the killings would not pressure Hamas into softening its positions amid ongoing cease-fire negotiations with Israel, brokered by international mediators.
Haniyeh left Gaza in 2019 and lives in exile in Qatar. The top Hamas leader in Gaza is Yehya Sinwar, who masterminded the Oct. 7 attack on Israel that sparked the war. Some 1,200 people were killed in the attack, mostly civilians, and Palestinian militants took around 250 people hostage.

    


Israel's six-month war against Hamas has devastated the Gaza Strip and pushed the tiny Palestinian territory into a humanitarian crisis, leaving more than 1 million people on the brink of starvation. 




Israeli bombardments and ground offensives have killed at least 33,360 Palestinians and wounded 74,993, Gaza's Health Ministry says. The ministry doesn't differentiate between civilians and combatants in its tally, but says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Currently:
-- An Israeli airstrike in Gaza kills 3 sons and 4 grandchildren of top Hamas leader
-- Trump renews criticism of Jewish voters who back Biden: 'Should have their head examined'
-- Muslims worldwide celebrate Eid al-Fitr in the shadow of Gaza's misery
-- Israel threatens to strike Iran directly if Iran launches attack from its territory
-- At U.N. court, Germany rejects allegations that it's facilitating acts of genocide in Gaza

    


-- Find more AP coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
ULTRA-ORTHODOX MEN PROTEST NEW LAW THAT COULD END THEIR MILITARY SERVICE EXEMPTIONS
JERUSALEM -- Thousands of ultra-Orthodox Jewish men protested in Jerusalem on Thursday over a court ruling that could end their exemptions from mandatory service in the Israeli military.
Carrying signs that read "to jail, not to the army," they rallied in front of Israel's military enlistment office. There were scuffles between police and some of the protesters.
Israel's Supreme Court last month ordered an end to government subsidies for many ultra-Orthodox men who do not serve in the army. The ruling could have far-reaching consequences for the government and the tens of thousands of religious men who refuse to take part in mandatory military service.
Most Jewish men are required to serve nearly three years in the military, followed by years of reserve duty. Jewish women serve two mandatory years.
The exemptions for ultra-Orthodox -- coupled with government stipends many seminary students receive through age 26 -- have infuriated much of the general public.
These longstanding tensions have only grown in the six months of war in Gaza. The ultra-Orthodox say integrating into the army will threaten their generations-old way of life. The army has said it is suffering from manpower shortages because of the war. 

    


GERMAN FM CALLS IRANIAN COUNTERPART AS TENSIONS BETWEEN IRAN AND ISRAEL ESCALATE
BERLIN -- Germany's foreign minister has spoken with her Iranian counterpart as tensions between Iran and Israel escalate.
The Foreign Ministry wrote on social network X that Annalena Baerbock spoke by phone on Thursday with Iran's Hossein Amirabdollahian.
It didn't give details of the call but said "no one can have an interest in a further regional escalation."
The ministry called on all in the region "to act responsibly and exercise restraint."
Germany is a staunch ally of Israel, which is at war in Gaza with the militant Hamas group, a proxy of Iran.
USAID CHIEF: 'CREDIBLE' REPORTS OF FAMINE IN NORTHERN GAZA
WASHINGTON -- USAID administrator Samantha Power said she accepted "credible" reports that famine was now occurring in northern Gaza and urged Israel to take further steps to surge humanitarian aid shipments.
Power told lawmakers on Wednesday that short of famine, civilians in all parts of Gaza, particularly children, are suffering from extreme malnutrition.

    


Her comments, in reply to a lawmaker's question, did not include using the word "famine" but she responded affirmatively when asked whether she believes famine had begun in the north.
Power is not the first senior U.S. official to describe the hunger and malnutrition situation in Gaza. Last week in Brussels, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said all Gazans were suffering from acute food insecurity.
"Despite important steps that Israel has taken to allow assistance into Gaza, the results on the ground are woefully insufficient and unacceptable," he told reporters at a news conference at NATO headquarters.
"A hundred percent of the population in Gaza knows acute levels of food insecurity. A hundred percent of the population is in need of humanitarian assistance," he said.

    


CYPRUS FM SAYS HUMANITARIAN AID FOR GAZA STILL ARRIVING DESPITE HALT IN SHIPBORNE DELIVERIES 
NICOSIA, Cyprus -- Cyprus' foreign minister says additional quantities of humanitarian aid continue to arrive in the east Mediterranean island nation for eventual transfer by ship to Gaza. That's despite the suspension of shipborne aid deliveries to the Palestinian territory.
Constantinos Kombos told reporters Thursday that Cypriot authorities in cooperation with U.S. military officials continue preparations for a resumption of aid shipments. They will resume once the sea corridor to Gaza is reactivated after a U.S.-built floating dock designed to receive 1,500 tons or more of aid weekly is completed around May 1.
He said shipments will resume once security protocols are revised in the Palestinian territory to ensure the safe distribution of aid in the wake of the April 1 Israeli airstrikes that killed seven workers with U.S. charity World Central Kitchen.
Once that happens, Kombos said he doesn't exclude the possibility that some shipments could reach Gaza through the WCK-built pier, where more than 300 tons of aid have already been offloaded.
Israel says the deaths were a tragic error but WCK laid the blame squarely on Israel's military. The charity said the Israeli army had coordinated over the movement of the cars carrying the workers as they left northern Gaza.
KIBBUTZ RESIDENTS HIT HARD BY HAMAS-LED ATTACK HOLD SPECIAL PASSOVER CELEBRATION
KIBBUTZ NIR OZ, Israel -- Residents of a hard-hit kibbutz in southern Israel held a special Passover celebration Thursday ahead of the Jewish holiday in less than two weeks.
On April 22, Jews around the world will celebrate one of the most important holidays recounting the biblical story of their exodus from Egypt after hundreds of years of slavery. But for many Israelis it's hard to fathom honoring an occasion focused on freedom, when friends and family are still in captivity.
Around 250 hostages were taken when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel more than six months ago. While some were released in a week-long cease-fire in November, about 130 remain, with approximately a quarter of those believed to be dead.
Kibbutz Nir Oz, the host of Thursday's event was one of the hardest hit. Its residents comprised a third of the hostages.
On Thursday, photos of those abducted lined the empty chairs around the traditional Seder table, with flyers citing the names of those who had been killed or taken beside commemorative candles.
"Six months have passed, six months of them being there in hell. It can't be that they are going through hell just in order to be murdered in captivity. There has to be hope, we have to free them now," said Ofri Bibas-Levy.
Her sister, her sister's husband and their two small boys were taken and are still held. The youngest was just 9-months old at the time he was abducted.
GERMAN AIRLINE LUFTHANSA EXTENDS FLIGHT SUSPENSIONS TO AND FROM TEHRAN
BERLIN - German airline Lufthansa says its flights to and from Tehran will remain suspended through Saturday "due to the current situation in the Middle East."
Lufthansa, which usually has five flights per week from Frankfurt to Tehran, suspended its flights on Saturday, initially until Thursday.
In an emailed response to a query about the flights on Thursday, the company didn't elaborate on its concerns about the situation. Iran has vowed to retaliate against Israel over an attack on its consulate in Damascus earlier this month.
Lufthansa said that flights by its Austrian Airlines subsidiary to Tehran continue because, due to the shorter flight time from Vienna, it can run the flights as "daylight operations," with the plane returning immediately after arrival in Tehran.
It said that flights to and from Frankfurt had to be canceled "as Lufthansa has decided not to let the crew disembark in Tehran."
BIDEN VOWS 'IRONCLAD' SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL AS IRAN THREATENS TO STRIKE
WASHINGTON -- U.S. President Joe Biden emphasized his country's "ironclad" support for Israel on Wednesday as Iran vows to retaliate for this month's deadly strike on the Iranian Consulate in Syria. 
The U.S. military believes Israel carried out the airstrike on Iran's diplomatic station, which killed two top generals and others. Israel has not commented on the attack, however Tehran says it holds Israel responsible. The White House says it had no prior knowledge of the operation, but has repeatedly promised to back Israel in the face of Iranian threats.
Biden spoke Wednesday alongside Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, who is in Washington for an official visit.
"We also want to address the Iranian threat -- to launch a significant attack on Israel," Biden said during a joint news conference. 
"Our commitment to Israel's security against these threats from Iran and its proxies is ironclad. We say it again, ironclad, and we're going to do all we can to protect Israel's security," Biden said. 
Earlier Wednesday, Iran's supreme leader repeated a promise to retaliate against Israel. And Israel's foreign minister threatened Wednesday that his country's forces would strike Iran directly if the Islamic Republic launched an attack from its territory against Israel.
Since the Israel's war in Gaza against Hamas began six months ago, there have been near-daily exchanges of fire along the Israel-Lebanon border between Israeli forces and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran. 
Tehran also backs an umbrella group of Iraqi militias that have attacked U.S. military bases and positions in Syria and Iraq.
FOOD AID CHARITY SAYS ISRAELI STRIKE WOUNDED PALESTINIAN STAFFER ON SAME DAY AS DEADLY CONVOY ATTACKS
JERUSALEM -- A off-duty Palestinian staff member with the food aid charity World Central Kitchen was badly wounded by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza on April 1, the same day seven other staffers were killed in a separate Israeli attack.
The staffer, identified only as Amro, was pulled from the rubble of a residence after an Israeli strike hit a nearby mosque, in the vicinity of a WCK warehouse and kitchen, the charity said Wednesday. He spent time in a coma, and WCK said is still recovering in a hospital from head and hand injuries. 
Amro had joined WCK at the start of the year, the charity said in a statement, and before the war had owned a sweet shop that was destroyed by Israeli bombardments. 
The statement said Amro turned down chances to leave Gaza several times: "He always says, 'I am here serving people hot food every day. I will not leave my job and let them suffer.'"
On April 1, Israeli airstrikes on an aid convoy killed seven WCK workers -- six foreigners and one Palestinian. Israel says the deaths were a tragic error. WCK laid the blame squarely on Israel's military, saying the army had coordinated over the movement of the cars carrying the workers as they left northern Gaza.
Nearly every day, strikes level buildings with Palestinian families inside, killing men, women and children, with no explanation of the target or independent accountability over the proportionality of the strike. Israel blames the large number of civilian casualties on militants, saying they operate among the population.
ISRAEL PLANS TO OPEN A NEW ENTRY POINT FOR AID INTO NORTHERN GAZA INSTEAD OF THE DAMAGED EREZ CROSSING
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israel will soon open a new crossing to deliver humanitarian aid into the hard-hit northern Gaza Strip, Israel's Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Wednesday.
Gallant's announcement comes at a time of heavy U.S. pressure to increase the flow of desperately needed aid into Gaza. Earlier Wednesday, U.S. President Joe Biden said Israel's efforts are still "not enough."
Israeli officials say the new crossing will be built instead of using the damaged Erez crossing, which Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged last week to open. Erez was destroyed by Hamas militants during their Oct. 7 attack and was designed for pedestrians, not cargo, according to COGAT, the Israeli military body in charge of Palestinian civilian affairs.
An official from COGAT said the new crossing would be close to the beachfront on Gaza's northern tip. It was not clear exactly when the crossing will be opened. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk to the media.
At a briefing with reporters, Gallant said Israel plans a number of additional steps to improve the humanitarian situation - including using its port in the southern Israeli city of Ashdod to accept aid shipments for the Palestinians. It was not clear when the port would open.
He also says Israel will allow Jordan to deliver more aid to Gaza, and that Israel is working with the U.S. on infrastructure projects such as new water lines.
Israel faces pressure from the U.S. to increase aid into Gaza, where its offensive has wreaked an unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe. Aid groups say supplies are not reaching people quickly enough, blaming Israeli restrictions and noting that thousands of trucks are waiting to enter Gaza. 
___
Associated Press writer Julia Frankel contributed.
BIDEN SAYS ISRAEL STILL NOT DOING ENOUGH TO GET AID INTO GAZA
WASHINGTON -- U.S. President Joe Biden said Wednesday that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is not doing enough to increase humanitarian aid into Gaza.
"We'll see what he does in terms of meeting the commitments that he made to me," Biden said at the White House.
Biden has warned Netanyahu that future U.S. support for the war depends on swift implementation of new steps to protect civilians and aid workers. Although the flow of trucks has increased since Biden spoke with Netanyahu last week, the U.S. president said Israel should open another access point in Gaza's north. 
Israel halted aid deliveries to Gaza in the early days of the war, but under U.S. pressure has slowly increased the number of trucks allowed to enter the territory.
Still, aid groups say supplies are not reaching desperate people quickly enough, blaming Israeli restrictions and noting that thousands of trucks are waiting to enter Gaza. Countries have attempted less efficient ways to deliver aid, including airdrops and by sea.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Instagram says it's deploying new tools to protect young people and combat sexual extortion, including a feature that will automatically blur nudity in direct messages. 
The social media platform said in a blog post Thursday that it's testing out the features as part of its campaign to fight sexual scams and other forms of "image abuse," and to make it tougher for criminals to contact teens. 
Sexual extortion, or sextortion, involves persuading a person to send explicit photos online and then threatening to make the images public unless the victim pays money or engages in sexual favors. Recent high-profile cases include two Nigerian brothers who pleaded guilty to sexually extorting teen boys and young men in Michigan, including one who took his own life, and a Virginia sheriff's deputy who sexually extorted and kidnapped  a 15-year-old girl.

    


Instagram and other social media companies have faced growing criticism for not doing enough to protect young people. Mark Zuckerberg, the CEO of Instagram's owner Meta Platforms, apologized to the parents of victims of such abuse during a Senate hearing earlier this year. 




Meta, which is based in Menlo Park, California, also owns Facebook and WhatsApp but the nudity blur feature won't be added to messages sent on those platforms. 
Instagram said scammers often use direct messages to ask for "intimate images." To counter this, it will soon start testing out a nudity-protection feature for direct messages that blurs any images with nudity "and encourages people to think twice before sending nude images."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The feature is designed not only to protect people from seeing unwanted nudity in their DMs, but also to protect them from scammers who may send nude images to trick people into sending their own images in return," Instagram said. 
The feature will be turned on by default globally for teens under 18. Adult users will get a notification encouraging them to activate it.

    


Images with nudity will be blurred with a warning, giving users the option to view it. They'll also get an option to block the sender and report the chat. 
For people sending direct messages with nudity, they will get a message reminding them to be cautious when sending "sensitive photos." They'll also be informed that they can unsend the photos if they change their mind, but that there's a chance others may have already seen them. 
Instagram said it's working on technology to help identify accounts that could be potentially be engaging in sexual extortion scams, "based on a range of signals that could indicate sextortion behavior." 
To stop criminals from connecting with young people, it's also taking measures including not showing the "message" button on a teen's profile to potential sextortion accounts, even if they already follow each other, and testing new ways to hide teens from these accounts.
In January, the FBI warned of a "huge increase" in sextortion cases targeting children -- including financial sextortion, where someone threatens to release compromising images unless the victim pays. The targeted victims are often boys between the ages of 14 to 17, but the FBI said any child can become a victim. In the six-month period from October 2022 to March 2023, the FBI saw a more than 20% increase in reporting of financially motivated sextortion cases involving minor victims compared to the same period in the previous year.
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[image: The entrance of Belmarsh prison, where Wikileaks founder Julian Assange is detained, is photographed in London, Thursday, April 11, 2024, as today marks five years since his arrest from the Ecuadorian embassy. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The wife of Julian Assange said Thursday her husband's legal case "could be moving in the right direction" after President Joe Biden confirmed the U.S. may drop charges against the imprisoned WikiLeaks founder.
It came as supporters in several cities rallied to demand the release of Assange, on the fifth anniversary of his incarceration in London's high-security Belmarsh prison.
Biden said Wednesday that his administration is "considering" a request from Australia to drop the decade-long U.S. push to prosecute Assange for publishing a trove of classified American documents. The proposal would see Assange, an Australian citizen, return home rather than be sent to the U.S. to face espionage charges.
Officials have not provided more details, but Stella Assange said the comments are "a good sign."
"It looks like things could be moving in the right direction," she told the BBC, saying the indictment was "a Trump legacy and really Joe Biden should have dropped it from day one."

    


Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said the comment was encouraging.
"Mr. Assange has already paid a significant price and enough is enough," Albanese told the Australian Broadcasting Corp.




Assange has been indicted on 17 espionage charges and one charge of computer misuse over his website's publication of classified U.S. documents almost 15 years ago. American prosecutors allege that Assange, 52, encouraged and helped U.S. Army intelligence analyst Chelsea Manning steal diplomatic cables and military files that WikiLeaks published, putting lives at risk.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Australia argues there is a disconnect between the U.S. treatment of Assange and Manning. Then-U.S. President Barack Obama commuted Manning's 35-year sentence to seven years, which allowed her release in 2017.
Assange's supporters say he is a journalist protected by the First Amendment who exposed U.S. military wrongdoing in Iraq and Afghanistan.

    


Assange has been in prison since 2019 as he fought extradition, having spent seven years before that holed up in Ecuador's London embassy to avoid being sent to Sweden over allegations of rape and sexual assault.
The relationship between Assange and his hosts eventually soured, and he was evicted from the embassy in April 2019. British police immediately arrested and imprisoned him in Belmarsh for breaching bail in 2012.
The U.K. government signed an extradition order in 2022, but a British court ruled last month that Assange can't be sent to the United States unless U.S. authorities guarantee he won't get the death penalty.
A further court hearing in the case is scheduled for May 20.
Assange was too ill to attend his most recent hearings. Stella Assange has said her husband's health continues to deteriorate in prison and she fears he'll die behind bars.
WikiLeaks editor-in-chief Kristinn Hrafnsson said the WikiLeaks founder saw Biden's comments as a "ray of hope." 
Hrafnsson, who visited Belmarsh Prison on Thursday, said Assange was "resilient" but "not in a good state."
"What keeps him alive is his family and the tremendous support on the outside," he said.
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    [image: FILE -Ukrainian soldiers of 80th separate airborne assault brigade fires a D-30 cannon towards Russian positions at the front line, near Klishchiivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Saturday, March 2, 2024. Ukraine's parliament has passed a controversial law that will govern how the country recruits new soldiers to replenish depleted forces who are increasingly struggling to fend off Russian troops. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ukrainian soldiers of the 71st Jaeger Brigade fire a M101 howitzer towards Russian positions at the frontline, near Avdiivka, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Friday, March 22, 2024. Ukraine's parliament has passed a controversial law that will govern how the country recruits new soldiers to replenish depleted forces who are increasingly struggling to fend off Russian troops. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this photo provided by the Ukrainian 10th Mountain Assault Brigade "Edelweiss", Ukrainian soldiers pass by a volunteer bus burning after a Russian drone hit it near Bakhmut, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023. Ukraine]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine's parliament passed a controversial law Thursday that will govern how the country calls up new soldiers at a time when it needs to replenish depleted forces who are increasingly struggling to fend off Russia's advance.
The law was passed against a backdrop of an escalating Russian campaign that has devastated Ukraine's energy infrastructure in recent weeks. Authorities said overnight missile and drone attacks completely destroyed the Trypilska thermal power plant, the largest power-generating facility in the capital region.
Two years after Russia's full-scale invasion captured nearly a quarter of the country, the stakes could not be higher for Kyiv. After a string of victories in the first year of the war, fortunes have turned for the Ukrainian military, which is dug in, outgunned and outnumbered. 
The country desperately needs more troops -- and they need more ammunition -- at a time when doubts about the supply of Western aid are increasing.

    


The mobilization law was first envisioned after Ukraine's summer counteroffensive failed to gain significant ground last year -- and authorities realized the country was in for a longer fight. 




In December, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Ukraine's military wanted to mobilize up to 500,000 more troops. Army chief Oleksandr Syrskyi has since revised that figure down because soldiers can be rotated from the rear. But officials haven't said how many are needed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The law -- which was watered down from its original form -- will make it easier to identify every draft-eligible man in the country, where many have dodged conscription by avoiding contact with authorities.
Under the law, men aged 18 to 60 will be required to carry documents showing they have registered with the military and present them when asked, according to Oksana Zabolotna, an analyst for the watchdog group Center for United Actions. Also, any man who applies for a state service at a consulate abroad will be registered for military service.

    


However, it remains unclear how the measure will ensure all draft-eligible men are registered. In that way, it "does not fulfill the main declared goal," she said.
The law also provides incentives to soldiers, such as cash bonuses or money toward buying a house or car -- perks that Zabolotna said Ukraine can not afford.
It's not clear how many conscripts the law might lead to -- and it's also unclear that Ukraine, with its ongoing ammunition shortages, has the ability to arm large numbers of new soldiers without a fresh injection of Western aid.
In total, 1 million Ukrainians are in uniform, including about 300,000 who are serving on front lines.
Lawmakers dragged their feet for months over the mobilization law, and it is expected to be unpopular. It comes about a week after Ukraine lowered the draft-eligible age for men from 27 to 25. 
The law will become effective a month after Zelenskyy signs it -- and it was not clear when he would. It took him months to sign the law reducing conscription age.
Earlier this month, Volodymyr Fesenko, an analyst at the Center for Applied Political Studies "Penta," said the law is crucial for Ukraine's ability to keep up the fight against Russia, even though it is painful for Ukrainian society.

    


"A large part of the people do not want their loved ones to go to the front, but at the same time they want Ukraine to win," he said.
Thursday's vote came after the parliamentary defense committee removed a key provision from the bill that would rotate out troops who served 36 months of combat. Lawmaker Oleksii Honcharenko said in a Telegram post that he was shocked by the move. 
The committee instructed the Defense Ministry to draft a bill on demobilization within several months, news reports cited ministry spokesperson Dmytro Lazutkin as saying.
Exhausted soldiers, on the front lines since Russia invaded in February 2022, have no means of rotating out for rest. But considering the scale and intensity of the war, devising a system of rest will prove difficult.
A soldier taken off the front lines because of injury told The Associated Press his comrades badly need respite.

    


"Of course, I want the boys to be released, at least after 36 months. There are no more thoughts, I want the boys to have some rest," said the soldier, who gave his name only as Kostyantyn for security reasons.
Ukraine already suffers from a lack of trained soldiers capable of fighting, and demobilizing soldiers on the front lines now would deprive Ukrainian forces of their most capable fighters. 
Meanwhile, in what private energy operator DTEK described as one of the most powerful attacks this year, missiles and drones struck infrastructure and power facilities across several regions overnight. 
Energy Minister Herman Halushchenko told reporters that it was a "large scale, enormous, missile attack that affected our energy sector very badly."

    


The Trypilska plant, which was the biggest energy supplier for the Kyiv, Cherkasy, and Zhytomyr regions, was completely knocked out and unable to supply electricity. 
At least 10 of the strikes damaged energy infrastructure in Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city. Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said more than 200,000 people in the region were without power and Russia "is trying to destroy Kharkiv's infrastructure and leave the city in darkness."
Energy facilities were also hit in the Zaporizhzhia and Lviv regions.
Ukraine's leaders have pleaded for more air defense systems -- aid that has been slow in coming.
Four people were killed and five injured in an attack on the city of Mykolaiv on Thursday, said regional governor, Vitalii Kim. In the Odesa region, four people were killed and 14 injured in Russian missile strikes Wednesday evening, said governor Oleh Kiper.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- Real estate tycoon Truong My Lan was sentenced Thursday to death by a court in Ho Chi Minh City in southern Vietnam in the country's largest financial fraud case ever, state media Vietnam Net said.
The 67-year-old chair of the real estate company Van Thinh Phat was formally charged with fraud amounting to $12.5 billion -- nearly 3% of the country's 2022 GDP. 
Lan illegally controlled Saigon Joint Stock Commercial Bank between 2012 and 2022 and allowed 2,500 loans that resulted in losses of $27 billion to the bank, reported state media VnExpress. The court asked her to compensate the bank $26.9 million.
Despite mitigating circumstances -- this was a first-time offense and Lan participated in charity activities -- the court attributed its harsh sentence to the seriousness of the case, saying Lan was at the helm of an orchestrated and sophisticated criminal enterprise that had serious consequences with no possibility of the money being recovered, VnExpress said. 

    
        
    

    


Her actions "not only violate the property management rights of individuals and organizations but also push SCB (Saigon Joint Stock Commercial Bank) into a state of special control; eroding people's trust in the leadership of the Party and State," VnExpress quoted the judgement as saying.
Her niece, Truong Hue Van, the chief executive of Van Thinh Phat, was sentenced to 17 years in prison for aiding her aunt.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lan and her family established the Van Thing Phat company in 1992 after Vietnam shed its state-run economy in favor of a more market-oriented approach that was open to foreigners. She had started out helping her mother, a Chinese businesswoman, to sell cosmetics in Ho Chi Minh City's oldest market, according to state media Tien Phong.
Van Thinh Phat would grow to become one of Vietnam's richest real estate firms, with projects including luxury residential buildings, offices, hotels and shopping centers. This made her a key player in the country's financial industry. She orchestrated the 2011 merger of the beleaguered SCB bank with two other lenders in coordination with Vietnam's central bank.

    


The court found that she used this approach to tap SCB for cash. She indirectly owned more than 90% of the bank -- a charge she denied -- and approved thousands of loans to "ghost companies," according to government documents. These loans then found their way back to her, state media VNExpress reported, citing the court's findings.
She then bribed officials to cover her tracks, it added.
Former central bank official Do Thi Nhan was also sentenced Thursday to life in prison for accepting $5.2 million in bribes.
Lan's arrest in October 2022 was among the most high-profile in an ongoing anti-corruption drive in Vietnam that has intensified since 2022. The so-called Blazing Furnace campaign has touched the highest echelons of Vietnamese politics. Former President Vo Van Thuong resigned in March after being implicated in the campaign. 
But Lan's trial shocked the nation. Analysts said the scale of the scam raised questions about whether other banks or businesses had similarly erred, dampening Vietnam's economic outlook and making foreign investors jittery at a time when Vietnam has been trying to position itself as the ideal home for businesses trying to pivot their supply chains away from China.

    


The real estate sector in Vietnam has been hit particularly hard. An estimated 1,300 property firms withdrew from the market in 2023, developers have been offering discounts and gold as gifts to attract buyers, and despite rents for mixed-use properties known in Southeast Asia as shophouses falling by a third in Ho Chi Minh City, many in the city center are still empty, according to state media.
In November, Communist Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong, Vietnam's top politician, said that the anti-corruption fight would "continue for the long term."
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[image: Patrons arrive for the first round during the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Honorary starter Gary Player hits the ceremonial tee shot on the first hole during the first round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Honorary starter Tom Watson hits the ceremonial tee shot in the first hole during the first round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Honorary starter Jack Nicklaus gestures before his ceremonial tee shot on the first hole during the first round at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- The Augusta National that Jon Rahm, Scottie Scheffler and the rest of golf's greats played during their practice rounds for the Masters was a bit different than what greeted them Thursday after they drove down Magnolia Lane.
A storm system that raked the southeast with heavy rain, and had been dreaded all week, had tracked to the south and only sideswiped the course. But there was still enough precipitation to soften up, and substantially lengthen, a course that had been playing hard and fast, while wind whipping through the Georgia pines was poised to cause problems.
"Yeah, when the wind is swirling here it's very hard," said Shane Lowry, who had a later tee time Thursday. "Sounds like it's going to be a tricky Masters and scoring is going to be quite difficult. I don't mind that. Ready for the challenge."
Tournament officials were prepared for much worse weather Thursday, telling patrons as early as Wednesday evening the gates would not open on time. They wound up opening at 9:30 a.m. local time, giving patrons 40 minutes to speed walk -- running, of course, is strictly forbidden at Augusta National -- to get a prime vantage point for the ceremonial first shots.

    


Shortly after 10 a.m., Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson and Gary Player stepped onto the tee box for Tea Olive, the uphill, dogleg right opening hole. And once they struck their shots down the wide first fairway, the tournament was underway.




"The key to this golf course is patience," said Patrick Reed, the 2018 Masters champion. "It's just going to be a grinding day. You got to get through the day, be patient and tear it up on the opportunities you get."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is the sixth consecutive year that the weather has caused at least some delay during the Masters. 
"It will be gusty, for sure," said National Weather Service forecaster Brad Carlberg, who predicted gusts up to 45 mph into the early evening. "Those wind speeds could easily knock down branches here and there."

    


Last year, torrential rains and wind sweeping through the course Friday knocked down three towering pines. 
The conclusion of that second round had to be pushed into the weekend, and leaders were still on the course when the third round was suspended Saturday. That produced a marathon final day at Augusta National, where Rahm rallied from a four-shot deficit to Brooks Koepka over the course of 30 holes for a four-shot victory and the green jacket.
At least the storms this year came Thursday, making it easier to make up lost time.
Erik van Rooyen and Jake Knapp were the first competitors off at 10:30 a.m., but most of the heavy hitters had tee times that pushed into the afternoon. Rahm was joined by Matt Fitzpatrick and Nick Dunlap at 1 p.m., and the power trio of 2022 Masters champion and world No. 1 Scottie Scheffler, Xander Schauffele and Rory McIlroy followed them off.
Five-time champion Tiger Woods, Jason Day and Max Homa weren't due to begin their rounds until 3:45 p.m., while 2020 champ Dustin Johnson along with Collin Morikawa and Tommy Fleetwood were in the last group at 4:30 p.m.

    


The delay means those players with late starting times are unlikely to complete their opening rounds before dark. They would need to return early Friday to finish them, then head out for their second rounds after a short break.
The weather this weekend is expected to be warm, dry and ideal.
"Just makes it harder," Fleetwood said of the changing conditions. "The course is already been playing pretty firm, I think, in practice. The rain might soften it up a little bit. The wind just makes it harder. It swirls so much in these trees and, yeah, the course just hits you hard, really. But no, I look forward to it. Everybody's got to go out there and play. 
"I think, again, it's a major and a very special one and I think it should test every aspect of your game."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: A patron eats a pimento cheese sandwich during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Patrons view the prices of food items on a board during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: A pimento cheese sandwich is displayed during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: The Masters egg salad sandwich is famous for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: A patron walks past a sign displaying the prices of food items during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: The prices for sandwiches are posted on a sign during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Patrons view the prices of food items on a board during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: A pimento cheese sandwich is displayed during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: The Masters egg salad sandwich is famous for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: A patron walks past a sign displaying the prices of food items during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: The prices for sandwiches are posted on a sign during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- Jordan Janes knew when he arrived at the Masters for the first time a pimento cheese sandwich was a must-have.
He wanted to soak in the Augusta National experience, and that has long included the iconic staple on the affordable Masters menu.
And no, Janes was not worrying about the 556 calories and 35 grams of fat the sandwich contains, according to MyFitnessPal.com.
"I'm a healthy guy and I dial it in when I'm at home," said Janes, 42, from St. Louis. "But I'm going to let go a little while I'm here. And I've already done 17,000 steps today, so I'm not going to feel guilty about it for a minute. ... And it was worth it."
Jimmy Murray, 32 from Minneapolis, also tried the pimento sandwich -- which consists of shredded cheese, mayonnaise, diced pimentos, and various seasonings on two slices of white bread -- as well as the egg salad sandwich for the first time.

    


"It's fantastic, actually," Murray said of the pimento sandwich. "It has a really unique taste, and it's not something we have in the Midwest."
You can't beat the price -- $5 for a sandwich, chips and a soft drink.
Inflation may be driving up the food cost around the country, but patrons generally won't see those increases at Augusta National. The prices here have mostly remained fixed for years. A club sandwich or barbeque sandwich still goes for $3, and can be topped off with a Georgia peach ice cream sandwich for $3. 




The price of a beer did increase to $6 dollars this year, jumping up from $5 in 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I kind of knew about the prices from seeing it on social media," Murray said. "I've had about everything on menu I could eat and I think I paid $10.50."
That menu includes:
SANDWICHES
Egg salad sandwich: $1.50
Pimento cheese: $1.50
Pork Bar-B-Que: $3
Masters club: $3
Chicken salad on honey wheat: $3
Classic chicken: $3
BREAKFAST
Coffee: $2
Chicken Biscuit: $3
Breakfast sandwich: $3
Fresh mixed fruit: $2

    


BEVERAGES
Soft drinks: $2
Water: $2
Iced tea: $2
Crow's Nest: $6
Domestic beer: $6
Imported beer: $6
White wine: $6
SNACKS
Chips plain/bbq: $1.50
Peanuts: $1.50
Southern cheese straws: $2
Cookies: $1.50
Georgia pecan caramel popcorn: $2
Georgia peach ice cream sandwich: $3
One thing still not on the menu are cell phones.
That unique aspect of Augusta National continues: cell phones are not allowed on the course. While some may find that annoying, others view it as a relief.
"It's great," Janes said. "I waited 45 minutes in line for some merchandise and I just talked (with people). It brings you back to the simple life and how life used to be," he said. "You're not checking your phone every five minutes." 
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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South Korea's prime minister and top presidential officials offer to resign after election defeat

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    South Korea's liberal opposition parties were expected to win a landslide victory in Wednesday's parliamentary election, initial exit polls suggested, a result that if confirmed would make conservative President Yoon Suk Yeol a lame duck for his remaining three years in office.
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    [image: South Korea's Prime Minster Han Duck-soo speaks during a cabinet meeting at the government complex in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (Hwang Kwang-mo/Yonhap via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Korea's ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon gestures during his press conference at the party's headquarter in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung speaks during the disbandment ceremony of the party's election committee for the parliamentary election at the party's headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung attends during the disbandment ceremony of the party's election committee for the parliamentary election at the party's headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung leaves after the disbandment ceremony of the party's election committee for the parliamentary election at the party's headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: South Korea's ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon speaks during his press conference at the party's headquarter in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | South Korea's ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon speaks during his press conference at the party's headquarter in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 12
South Korea's ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon speaks during his press conference at the party's headquarter in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: South Korea's ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon arrives to hold his press conference at the party's headquarter in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: South Korea's ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon bows during his press conference at the party's headquarter in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | South Korea's ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon bows during his press conference at the party's headquarter in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 12
South Korea's ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon bows during his press conference at the party's headquarter in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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[image: South Korea's Prime Minster Han Duck-soo arrives for a cabinet meeting at the government complex in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (Hwang Kwang-mo/Yonhap via AP)]
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[image: South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung bows during the disbandment ceremony of the party's election committee for the parliamentary election at the party's headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung bows during the disbandment ceremony of the party's election committee for the parliamentary election at the party's headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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[image: South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung attends during the disbandment ceremony of the party's election committee for the parliamentary election at the party's headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: South Korean Prime Minster Han Duck-soo leaves after attending the commemoration ceremony for the 105th anniversary of the establishment of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Han and senior presidential officials offered to resign en masse on Thursday, after their conservative ruling party suffered a crushing defeat in parliamentary elections. (Hang Gwang-mo/Yonhap via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's prime minister and senior presidential officials offered to resign Thursday after their ruling party suffered a crushing defeat in parliamentary elections in a blow to conservative President Yoon Suk Yeol.
The results of Wednesday's elections mean the liberal opposition forces will prolong their control of parliament until after Yoon completes his single five-year term in 2027. That will likely set back Yoon's domestic agenda and weaken his grip on the ruling party as he faces the opposition's intensifying political offensive during his remaining three years in office, experts say.
Prime Minister Han Duck-soo and all senior presidential advisers to Yoon, except those in charge of security issues, expressed their intentions to resign, according to Yoon's office. It didn't immediately say whether Yoon accepted their resignations.

    


Executive power in South Korea is heavily concentrated in the president, but the prime minister is the No. 2 official and leads the country if the president becomes incapacitated.




Yoon said he will "humbly uphold" the public sentiments reflected in the election outcome and focus on improving people's economic situations and reforming state affairs, said presidential chief of staff Lee Kwan-seop, in a televised briefing. Lee said he also offered to quit.
In a separate news conference, ruling People Power Party leader Han Dong-hoon said he would step down as well to take responsibility for the election defeat. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I apologize to the people on behalf of our party, which wasn't good enough to win the people's choices," he said.
With all the votes counted, the main opposition Democratic Party and its satellite party won a combined 175 seats in the 300-member National Assembly. Another small liberal opposition party obtained 12 seats under a proportional representation system, according to the National Election Commission.

    


Yoon's People Power Party and its satellite party won 108 seats, the election commission said.
The final voter turnout for South Korea's 44 million eligible voters was tentatively estimated at 67%, the highest for a parliamentary election since 1992, according to the election commission. 
Regardless of the results, Yoon will stay in power and his major foreign policies will likely be unchanged. But the elections were widely seen as a midterm confidence vote on the former top prosecutor who took office in 2022.
Yoon has pushed hard to boost cooperation with the United States and Japan as a way to address a mix of tough security and economic challenges. But he has been grappling with low approval ratings at home and a liberal opposition-controlled National Assembly that has limited his major policy platforms that require legislative approvals.
Hong Sung Gul, a public administration expert at Seoul's Kookmin University, said Yoon will likely find it more difficult to implement business-friendly policies and tax reforms, as the opposition parties are likely to aggressively flex their legislative muscles.

    


"When it comes to policies, important ones like tax system reforms require legislation. I think there is a high possibility for the opposition parties to put a break on Yoon's such policy agendas," Hong said.
Yoon's critics have accused him of failing to resolve livelihood issues such as soaring prices, refusing to quickly fire some top officials implicated in scandals, and lacking efforts to communicate with opposition leaders for policy coordination.
Earlier this year, Yoon briefly enjoyed rising approval ratings over his strong push to drastically increase the number of medical students despite vehement protests by incumbent doctors. But the doctors' walkouts eventually left Yoon facing growing calls to find a compromise, with patients and others experiencing delays of surgeries and other inconveniences.
The rival parties' campaigning ahead of the elections deepened South Korea's already serious conservative-liberal divide as they exchanged toxic rhetoric.
Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung lost the 2022 presidential election to Yoon in the country's most closely fought presidential contest. During that race, Yoon and Lee and their supporters spent months demonizing each other.

    


Lee is eyeing another presidential bid. His main potential conservative rival is Han, who also served as Yoon's justice minister. Lee faces an array of corruption investigations that he argues are politically motivated and pushed by Yoon's government. 
"The results of the parliamentary elections are not the victory by the Democratic Party, but the great victory by our people," Lee said Thursday. "Now, the elections are over. Both the ruling and opposition political parties must pull together all their strength to resolve economic and public livelihood problems."
The incoming parliament is to begin meeting on May 30 for a four-year term. Of the 300 seats, 254 were elected through direct votes in local districts, and the other 46 by the parties according to their proportion of the vote.
___
Associated Press writer Jiwon Song contributed to this report.
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    [image: Chhem Hay, 37, stands at a main door of her house under construction at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. She decided last June to take the opportunity to move from the village where she'd lived since she was a young teenager to the new settlement. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Tourists visit Bayon temple at Angkor Wat temple complex in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. The Angkor site is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world, spread across some 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) in northwestern Cambodia. It contains the ruins of Khmer Empire capitals from the 9th to 15th centuries, including the temple of Angkor Wat, featured on several Cambodian banknotes, such as the 2,000 riel note depicting rice farmers working fields around the temple, as well as the country's flag. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Yun Chantha, 40, right, and his wife Yem Srey Pin, 35, left, stand at their home in Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia on April 2, 2024. It's been more than a year since Yem Srey Pin moved with her family from the village where she was born on Cambodia's Angkor UNESCO World Heritage site to Run Ta Ek, a dusty new settlement about 25 kilometers (15 miles) away. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: A view of Bayon temple at Angkor Wat temple complex in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. The Angkor site is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world, spread across some 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) in northwestern Cambodia. It contains the ruins of Khmer Empire capitals from the 9th to 15th centuries, including the temple of Angkor Wat, featured on several Cambodian banknotes, such as the 2,000 riel note depicting rice farmers working fields around the temple, as well as the country's flag. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | A view of Bayon temple at Angkor Wat temple complex in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. The Angkor site is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world, spread across some 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) in northwestern Cambodia. It contains the ruins of Khmer Empire capitals from the 9th to 15th centuries, including the temple of Angkor Wat, featured on several Cambodian banknotes, such as the 2,000 riel note depicting rice farmers working fields around the temple, as well as the country's flag. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Boys, who are among the families relocated from Cambodia's archaeological site, ride bicycle at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Yem Sam-eng, 43, who is among the families relocated from Cambodia's archaeological site, takes his cow for drinking water in a jar behind his new home at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Children of Yem Srey Pin who moved from Cambodia's Angkor UNESCO World Heritage site, sit on the ground at their home in Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Long Kosal, spokesperson for APSARA, the Cambodian office that oversees the Angkor archaeological site, speaks to The Associated Press at his office in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 1, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | Long Kosal, spokesperson for APSARA, the Cambodian office that oversees the Angkor archaeological site, speaks to The Associated Press at his office in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 1, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Chhem Hay, 37, pumps water behind her home at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. She decided last June to take the opportunity to move from the village where she'd lived since she was a young teenager to the new settlement. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Chhem Hay, 37, pumps water behind her home at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. She decided last June to take the opportunity to move from the village where she'd lived since she was a young teenager to the new settlement. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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[image: Kheang Pichphanith, 24, who is among the families relocated from Cambodia's archaeological site, sits next to her one-month-old twin babies at her home in Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | Kheang Pichphanith, 24, who is among the families relocated from Cambodia's archaeological site, sits next to her one-month-old twin babies at her home in Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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    [image: Chhem Hay, 37, stands at a main door of her house under construction at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. She decided last June to take the opportunity to move from the village where she'd lived since she was a young teenager to the new settlement. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Tourists visit Bayon temple at Angkor Wat temple complex in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, Wednesday, April 3, 2024. The Angkor site is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world, spread across some 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) in northwestern Cambodia. It contains the ruins of Khmer Empire capitals from the 9th to 15th centuries, including the temple of Angkor Wat, featured on several Cambodian banknotes, such as the 2,000 riel note depicting rice farmers working fields around the temple, as well as the country's flag. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Yun Chantha, 40, right, and his wife Yem Srey Pin, 35, left, stand at their home in Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia on April 2, 2024. It's been more than a year since Yem Srey Pin moved with her family from the village where she was born on Cambodia's Angkor UNESCO World Heritage site to Run Ta Ek, a dusty new settlement about 25 kilometers (15 miles) away. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: A view of Bayon temple at Angkor Wat temple complex in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. The Angkor site is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world, spread across some 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) in northwestern Cambodia. It contains the ruins of Khmer Empire capitals from the 9th to 15th centuries, including the temple of Angkor Wat, featured on several Cambodian banknotes, such as the 2,000 riel note depicting rice farmers working fields around the temple, as well as the country's flag. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | A view of Bayon temple at Angkor Wat temple complex in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. The Angkor site is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world, spread across some 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) in northwestern Cambodia. It contains the ruins of Khmer Empire capitals from the 9th to 15th centuries, including the temple of Angkor Wat, featured on several Cambodian banknotes, such as the 2,000 riel note depicting rice farmers working fields around the temple, as well as the country's flag. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)
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A view of Bayon temple at Angkor Wat temple complex in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. The Angkor site is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world, spread across some 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) in northwestern Cambodia. It contains the ruins of Khmer Empire capitals from the 9th to 15th centuries, including the temple of Angkor Wat, featured on several Cambodian banknotes, such as the 2,000 riel note depicting rice farmers working fields around the temple, as well as the country's flag. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boys, who are among the families relocated from Cambodia's archaeological site, ride bicycle at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Yem Sam-eng, 43, who is among the families relocated from Cambodia's archaeological site, takes his cow for drinking water in a jar behind his new home at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Children of Yem Srey Pin who moved from Cambodia's Angkor UNESCO World Heritage site, sit on the ground at their home in Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Long Kosal, spokesperson for APSARA, the Cambodian office that oversees the Angkor archaeological site, speaks to The Associated Press at his office in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 1, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Chhem Hay, 37, pumps water behind her home at Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. She decided last June to take the opportunity to move from the village where she'd lived since she was a young teenager to the new settlement. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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[image: Kheang Pichphanith, 24, who is among the families relocated from Cambodia's archaeological site, sits next to her one-month-old twin babies at her home in Run Ta Ek village in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on April 2, 2024. Cambodia's program to relocate people living on the famous Angkor archaeological site is drawing international concern over possible human rights abuses, while authorities maintain they're doing nothing more than protecting the UNESCO World Heritage Site from illegal squatters. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith)]
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                                        RUN TA EK, Cambodia (AP) -- It's been more than a year since Yem Srey Pin moved with her family from the village where she was born on Cambodia's Angkor UNESCO World Heritage site to Run Ta Ek, a dusty new settlement about 25 kilometers (15 miles) away. 
A tattered Cambodian flag flaps gently in the scorching midday sun on her corner lot, its depiction of the Angkor Wat temple barely still visible, while her brother scoops water from a clay cistern onto a neighbor's cow that he tends during the day. 
Hers is one of about 5,000 families relocated from the sprawling archaeological site, one of Southeast Asia's top tourist draws, by Cambodian authorities in an ongoing program that Amnesty International has condemned as a "gross violation of international human rights law." Another 5,000 families are still due to be moved.
The allegations have drawn strong expressions of concern from UNESCO and a spirited rebuttal from Cambodian authorities, who say they're doing nothing more than protecting the heritage land from illegal squatters. 

    


Yem Srey Pin's single-room home, its reused corrugated steel siding perforated by rust and old nail holes, is a far cry better than the makeshift tent she lived in with her husband and five children when they first arrived, which did little to protect from the monsoon rains and blew down in the winds. 
And their 600-square-meter (6,500-square-foot) property is significantly bigger than the 90-square-meter (1,000-square-foot) plot they occupied illegally in the village of Khvean on the Angkor site.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the 35-year-old is also in debt from building the new house. Her husband finds less construction work nearby and his wages are lower, and there are no wild fruits or vegetables she can forage, nor rice paddies where she can collect crabs to sell at her mother's stand.
"After more than a year here I haven't been able to save any money and I haven't earned anything," she said, as her 12-year-old son rocked her 8-month-old daughter in a hammock in front of a fan to take the edge off midday heat nearing 40 degrees Celsius (topping 100 degrees Fahrenheit). 

    


"Living here is just hand to mouth because the income we do have goes to pay for the rice, food and my children's school."




The Angkor site is one of the largest archaeological sites in the world, spread across some 400 square kilometers (155 square miles) in northwestern Cambodia. It contains the ruins of Khmer Empire capitals from the 9th to 15th centuries, including the temple of Angkor Wat, featured on several Cambodian banknotes, such as the 2,000 riel note depicting rice farmers working fields around the temple, as well as the country's flag. 
UNESCO calls it one of the most important archaeological sites in Southeast Asia, and it is critical to Cambodia's tourism industry.
When it was inscribed as a World Heritage Site in 1992, it was named a "living heritage site" whose local population observed ancestral traditions and cultural practices that have disappeared elsewhere. 
Still, UNESCO at the time noted that Angkor was under "dual pressures" from some 100,000 inhabitants in 112 historic settlements who "constantly try to expand their dwelling areas," and from encroachment from the nearby town of Siem Reap. 

    


Cambodia's answer was a plan to entice the 10,000 families illegally squatting in the area to resettle at Run Ta Ek and another site, as well as to encourage some from the 112 historic settlements to relocate as their families grow in size.
"People got married, they had children, so the number of people were on the rise, including those coming illegally," said Long Kosal, deputy director general and spokesperson for the Cambodian agency known as APSARA that's responsible for managing the Angkor site. 
"What we did was that we provided an option."
Cambodia began moving people to Run Ta Ek in 2022, giving those who volunteered to leave their homes in the Angkor area plots of land, a two-month supply of canned food and rice, a tarp and 30 sheets of corrugated metal to use to build a home. Benefits also included a Poor Card, essentially a state welfare program giving them around 310,000 riel (about $75) monthly for 10 years.

    


In a November report, Amnesty questioned how voluntary the relocations actually were, saying many people they interviewed were threatened or coerced into moving and that the relocations were more "forced evictions in disguise."
The rights group cited a speech from former Prime Minister Hun Sen in which he said people "must either leave the Angkor site soon and receive some form of compensation or be evicted at a later time and receive nothing."
Amnesty also noted Hun Sen's track record, saying that under his long-time rule Cambodian authorities had been responsible for several forced evictions elsewhere that it alleged "constituted gross violations of human rights." It said Run Ta Ek -- with dirt roads, insufficient drainage, poor sanitation and other issues -- did not fulfil international obligations under human rights treaties to provide people adequate housing.

    


That has now changed: Homes with outhouses have been built, roads paved, and sewers installed. Primitive hand pumps made of blue PVC piping provide water, and electricity has been run in.
There's a school, a health center, a temple; bus routes were added, and a market area was built but is not yet operating, Long Kosal said.
Hun Sen's successor, his son Hun Manet, traveled to Run Ta Ek in December to meet with residents and highlight infrastructure improvements in an attempt to allay the growing international concerns surrounding Cambodia's most important tourist site.
He reiterated his father's contention that if the squatters are not removed, the site risks being delisted by UNESCO -- something UNESCO has never threatened. 
Amnesty itself concedes life has gotten better for the residents of Run Ta Ek, but maintains there are major concerns. 
Families have had to take on heavy debt to build even their basic houses, there is little work to be found, and the village -- without any significant tree cover -- is swelteringly hot during the day and has little shelter from winds or monsoon rains, said Montse Ferrer, the head of Amnesty's research team investigating the Angkor Wat resettlements.
"People no longer have income," she said in an interview in Geneva. "They had a clear source of income at the time -- tourism -- but also other sources of income linked to the location at Angkor. They are now at least 30 minutes away from the site and can no longer access these sources."
Following Amnesty's scathing report, UNESCO moved up the timeline for Cambodia's submission of its own report on the state of conservation at the Angkor site, specifically asking for the allegations to be addressed.
In that report, submitted to UNESCO in March, Cambodia said it had not violated any international laws with the relocations, saying it was only moving people involved in the "illegal occupation of heritage land" and that in Run Ta Ek many were now property owners for the first time in their lives. 
UNESCO said it would not comment on the situation until it has been able to analyze Cambodia's response, but referred The Associated Press to previous comments from Lazare Eloundou Assomo, director of the UNESCO World Heritage Center. 
Speaking after Amnesty released its report, he stressed the agency had "always categorically rejected the use of forced evictions as a tool for management of World Heritage listed sites."
"Since the Cambodian authorities announced their population relocation program in 2022, UNESCO has repeatedly and publicly recalled the importance of full respect for human rights," he said.
Ferrer said Cambodia's response avoids addressing many of the issues raised by Amnesty, and that UNESCO -- even though it says it has little ability to change national policies -- has not yet used the significant leverage it does have.
"They could decide that the site is in danger, which they haven't. They can advise the World Heritage Committee, which is the ultimate body that can decide to take specific action against the state of Cambodia," she said. "It can also conduct its own investigation and make public recommendations about what the state can be doing."
Run Ta Ek resident Chhem Hay decided in June to take the opportunity to move from the village where she'd lived since she was a young teenager to the new settlement, enticed by the prospect of owning her own land, and a larger property than she'd ever had. 
Her situation has improved since the austere early days living with her husband and teenage daughter in a tent on a dirt lot surviving on rice and prahok -- a fermented fish paste that is an inexpensive staple for many Cambodians -- paid for by charity handouts from Buddhist monks. 
"I didn't dare eat anything much," she said. "I tried to save money to buy bricks and sand."
She was able to get a bank loan for $1,000 for the materials for a house, and now lives in a single-room brick structure built by her construction-worker husband and other family. 
The income from the government Poor Card is enough for the monthly payments on the high-interest 2-year loan, which will have cost her almost double the principle when it's paid off. She has four chickens and some newly hatched chicks, though had to kill six others to feed the men building her house. 
But the 37-year-old lost her work as a garbage collector in her village, and her husband has to drive in to Siem Reap for construction work, setting out at 5 a.m. to make it on time and spending about a third of his 35,000 riel ($8.70) daily income on gas for his motorbike. 
She's looking forward to the day when the village market is opened, and hopes the government will establish a factory or similar business that will provide jobs.
"I don't know what will happen at the moment," she said, standing in her doorway. "I'm just living day by day."
For residents like Chhem Hay, Cambodia plans to offer vocational training, but does not envision further financial compensation, Long Kosal said. 
"Once you have education, once you have a vocational skill, you can find a job easily," he said. "Where you just remain there waiting for support, then you're not going to go anywhere. You're not going to make it."
Meanwhile, villagers say many have already given up on Run Ta Ek, putting padlocks on their new homes and moving away -- presumably back closer to Siem Reap and the Angkor site where it is easier to make a living.
Yem Srey Pin said even though Run Ta Ek has slowly improved since she arrived in February 2023, and her new home will be paid off fairly soon, she'd rather return to her village if it were possible. 
But the village of Khvean is already slowly being reclaimed by the jungle, with grass growing through the foundations of houses, all that remains of the former homes. A hair curler, tattered blue playing cards and a trampled baseball cap lying on the ground are among the last vestiges of the lives left behind. 
With almost all of the village's 400 families moving out, aside from a few who work at a neighboring military facility, Yem Srey Pin says there's nothing left for her there, even if APSARA would let her return.
"I can't live in my old village alone," she said. 
___
Associated Press writer Jamey Keaten contributed to this report from Geneva.
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Water pouring out of rural Utah dam through 60-foot crack, putting nearby town at risk

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo provided by the Utah Division of Water Rights, crews use heavy machinery to place boulders downstream of the cracked Panguitch Lake Dam to reinforce the wall, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Panguitch, Utah. (Matt Call/Utah Division of Water Rights via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this photo provided by the Utah Division of Water Rights, crews use heavy machinery to place boulders downstream of the cracked Panguitch Lake Dam to reinforce the wall, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Panguitch, Utah. (Matt Call/Utah Division of Water Rights via AP)
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Workers hurriedly tried to shore up a rural Utah dam after a 60-foot (18-meter) crack sent water pouring into a creek and endangering the 1,800 residents of a downstream town.
State and local leaders don't think the Panguitch Lake Dam is in imminent danger of breaking open but have told residents to be prepared to evacuate if conditions worsen. Emergency management officials passed out a list of evacuation procedures to worried residents at a Wednesday evening town meeting meant to mitigate panic. 
"I can't say that the emergency situation is entirely averted, but I'm very, very encouraged by the progress we've made today," Everett Taylor, an assistant state engineer for dam safety with the Utah Division of Water Rights, told residents of the southern Utah town.
Lowering the reservoir to below the affected area will take several days, he said. About 2 feet (61 centimeters) of water remained above the crack as of Wednesday evening, and workers had covered nearly 45 feet (nearly 14-meters) of the crack with boulders.

    


An ice sheet on the reservoir had pushed up against the dam, causing the top to crack and tilt downstream, with water gushing through the opening, Taylor explained. His staff was able to relieve some of the pressure against the dam by making large cuts across the ice sheet. The ice has now pulled away, and the top of the dam has tilted back, he said.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Local officials discovered the fissure in the upper portion of the dam during an inspection Monday night, and state officials announced it to the public on Tuesday. The state has labeled it a level 2 breach risk -- a designation in the middle of the three-prong scale that means there is potential for dam failure. 
If a breach occurs, state and local law enforcement will work with the Red Cross to evacuate Panguitch, which sits about 10 miles (16 kilometers) downstream from the dam. Another tiny town, Circleville, is farther downstream and faces a lower flood risk. 

    


Sgt. Jacob Cox of the Utah Highway Patrol, which has been tasked with helping prepare the town in case of an evacuation, told residents Wednesday that they should have ample time to gather their belongings and evacuate safely.
"This can be orderly," he said. "If the notice is that the dam has broken or breached, we have time. The estimation is roughly two hours before those floodwaters are really inundating the town."
Sirens will sound in the event of an evacuation, and officers will go door to door to make sure everyone has cleared the area, Garfield County Sheriff Eric Houston said. A nearby chapel and high school will serve as emergency shelters.
Water is being released at nearly 260 cubic feet (6.5 cubic meters) per second to draw down the reservoir below the crack. Large rocks are being trucked in and placed on the downstream side of the dam to support the wall. No rain is forecast until Saturday.
The dam was built in the late 1800s, but the top portion that cracked was added to the dam in the 1930s and 1940s. There were no previous concerns regarding its structural integrity, and the crack came as a surprise, Taylor said.

    


Panguitch Mayor Kim Soper urged residents to steer clear of the creek receiving runoff from the reservoir, warning that the water level is much higher than usual and is a danger to children. 
He teared up as he recalled standing in the same gymnasium in 2017 to prepare evacuation plans as a wildfire ravaged southern Utah. 
"We got through that, and we're going to get through this," Soper assured his community. "It's just a different emergency."
___
Peterson reported from Denver. 
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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Kansas City Chiefs' Rashee Rice facing aggravated assault charge after high-speed crash in Dallas

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Chiefs player Rashee Rice is cooperating with police after sports car crash in Dallas, attorney says
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Dallas police said Wednesday that Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Rashee Rice faces charges including aggravated assault after he and another speeding driver of a sports car caused a chain-reaction crash on a Dallas highway.
Police said that arrest warrants have been issued for the 23-year-old for one count of aggravated assault, one count of collision involving serious bodily injury and six counts of collision involving injury. Rice's attorney, state Sen. Royce West, said last week that Rice had been driving a Lamborghini sport utility vehicle when the crash occurred.
Arrest warrants were also issued for Theodore Knox, 21, who was driving the other speeding sports car, a Corvette, police said. Police said that arrest warrants have been issued for Knox for one count of aggravated assault, one count of collision involving serious bodily injury and six counts of collision involving injury.

    


Police said that Rice and Knox were not currently in custody. West had no immediate comment on Rice's behalf, and it was not clear whether Knox had an attorney.
The Chiefs had no immediate comment.




The crash involved the Lamborghini, a Corvette and four other vehicles and left four people with minor injuries, police have said. 
Police have said the drivers of the Corvette and Lamborghini were speeding in the far left lane when they lost control and the Lamborghini traveled onto the shoulder and hit the center median wall, causing the chain collision. Police said the drivers of the Corvette and Lamborghini left following the crash without determining whether anyone needed medical attention or providing their information. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Police said the passengers in two speeding sports cars who left the scene will not be charged. 
Rice last week posted to his Instagram Story that he was taking "full responsibility" for his part in the wreck.
Aggravated assault, a second-degree felony, is punishable by up to 20 years in prison. Collision involving serious bodily injury, a third-degree felony, is punishable by up to 10 years in prison, and collision involving injury is punishable by up to five years in prison.

    


Rice was leasing the Lamborghini from The Classic Lifestyle, said Kyle Coker, an attorney for the Dallas-based exotic car rental company. And West has said the Corvette belonged to Rice. 
Rice was born in Philadelphia but grew up in the Fort Worth, Texas, suburb of North Richland Hills. He played college football at nearby Southern Methodist University, where a breakout senior season in 2022 put the wide receiver on the radar of NFL teams. 
The Chiefs selected him in the second round of last year's draft, and he quickly became one of the only dependable options in their passing game. 
___
Associated Press writer Jim Vertuno contributed to this story from Austin, Texas.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: John Calipari answers questions from reporters after being introduced as Arkansas men's basketball coach Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)]
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                                        FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. (AP) -- Fireworks went off as new Arkansas men's basketball coach John Calipari was introduced to fans at Bud Walton Arena.
If his past success is an indicator, many more fireworks are forthcoming.
Arkansas hired Calipari on Wednesday, a day after the Hall of Fame coach stepped down from the Kentucky program he led to the 2012 NCAA championship.
Calipari is the winningest active coach in men's college basketball, with a career record of 855-263 in stops at Massachusetts, Memphis and Kentucky. The 65-year-old has led his programs to six Final Fours and three national championship games. He has won numerous awards, including AP Coach of the Year in 2015.
Calipari signed a five-year contract with an annual base salary of $7 million through April 2029 with a maximum of two automatic rollover years for NCAA Tournament appearances that would extend the contract to 2031. The deal includes a $1 million signing bonus and features retention bonuses of $500,000 each year of the contract along with one-time bonuses for making the NCAA Tournament, reaching the second round, Sweet 16, Final Four and winning a national championship.

    


It's a slight drop -- Kentucky had been paying Calipari $8.5 million annually.




At first glance, Arkansas' seismic move makes the Razorbacks immediate Southeastern Conference contenders. Calipari's Kentucky teams won six conference tournament championships and six regular season titles, though the Wildcats haven't won the tournament title since 2017.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hunter Yurachek, Arkansas' vice chancellor and athletic director, said Calipari's reputation as an elite recruiter and his longtime success in the SEC were key draws.
"I talked to eight to 10 different coaches about this job," he said. "Here's what I want to be clear about: In spite of the reports, there was only one person that was offered this job."

    


Calipari replaces Eric Musselman, who left for the job at Southern California. Calipari inherits a program that went 16-17 last season after three consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances, including the Sweet 16 a year ago and the Elite Eight in 2021 and 2022.
Arkansas, like Kentucky, has a rich history. The Razorbacks have been to six Final Fours, won the national title in 1994 and lost in the final in 1995. 
Excited Arkansas fans jammed the arena hoping to witness the start of a return to that level of greatness. John Tyson, chairman of Springdale, Arkansas-based Tyson Foods, initially put Calipari and Yurachek in touch. Tyson got a standing ovation from the crowd when his presence was announced at the arena.
Later, the house lights flickered, then faded, and a promo video that included Calipari's remarks at a press conference from a previous game against Arkansas played. 
Shortly thereafter, Calipari was introduced. He pumped his fist on stage, hugged Yurachek and pointed to members of the crowd before pulling notes from his jacket and sitting down for an interview.
Calipari announced that he was stepping down as Kentucky coach on Tuesday, saying in a video that the program "needs to hear another voice."

    


He left the Wildcats after going 410-123 in 15 years, including 23-10 this past season. But the past few campaigns have been disappointing by Kentucky standards with a 1-3 mark in its last three NCAA trips, including first-round losses to No. 14 seed Oakland last month and No. 15 seed Saint Peter's two years ago. The Wildcats were top-three seeds both times.
The most recent NCAA loss set off immediate calls to fire Calipari before athletic director Mitch Barnhart stated soon after that Calipari would return next season. Firing him would have triggered a buyout of more than $33 million to dismiss him under the terms of a 10-year, "lifetime" contract signed in 2019.
Calipari had no hard feelings about Kentucky.
"It was my dream job," Calipari said of Kentucky in the video. "Anybody in our profession looks at the University of Kentucky in basketball and said, 'that is the bluest of blue.' The last few weeks we've come to realize that this program probably needs to hear another voice that the university as a whole has to have another voice giving guidance about this program that they hear and the fans need to hear."

    


Calipari knew he was heading to Arkansas before Tuesday's video.
"My thing to (Yurachek), probably at some point on Sunday was look, I feel really good. Just give me time," he said. "This is going to play. I think Monday night is when it was done. It was probably 11 o'clock at night or later. Tuesday morning, I did the video, and then my wife did a video, and we did this."
Before Calipari made his decision, he checked with Houston coach Kelvin Sampson about Yurachek, a former Houston athletic director.
"I said, 'Tell me about Hunter,'" Calipari said. "Well, he almost jumped through the phone. ... He said when you need things done, he goes and does it." 
___
AP Sports Writers Cliff Brunt and Gary Graves contributed to this report.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-mens-bracket and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness
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An Israeli airstrike in Gaza kills 3 sons and 4 grandchildren of Hamas' top leader

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden said Wednesday Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is not doing enough to increase humanitarian aid into Gaza. He made the comments during a joint news conference with Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. (April 10)
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            Three sons of Hamas leader Haniyeh killed in Israeli strike in Gaza: AP explains

        
        
            Three sons of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh have been killed in an Israeli airstrike in the Gaza Strip. Haniyeh accused Israel of acting in "the spirit of revenge and murder." The Israeli military confirmed it carried out the attack Wednesday. It said the men conducted militant activity in central Gaza, without elaborating. Hamas said four of the leader's grandchildren were also killed.
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            Grieving relatives spend the first morning of Eid al-Fitr at Deir Al-Balah cemetery

        
        
            In a cemetery in Deir Al-Balah, grieving mothers spent the first morning of Eid al-Fitr at the grave sides of their dead sons and daughters killed in the ongoing Israel-Hamas war in Gaza. After morning prayers, Muslims often visit the graves of deceased loved ones during the three day festival that marks the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan. (AP Video by Abd Kareem Hana)
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            Biden says Israel's efforts to boost aid into Gaza are still 'not enough'

        
        
            President Joe Biden said Wednesday Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is not doing enough to increase humanitarian aid into Gaza. He made the comments during a joint news conference with Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. (April 10)
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    [image: Palestinians mourn over the bodies of their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the morgue of Al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Israeli aircraft killed three sons of Hamas' top political leader in the Gaza Strip on Wednesday, striking high-stakes targets at a time when Israel is holding delicate cease-fire negotiations with the militant group. Hamas said four of the leader's grandchildren were also killed.

Ismail Haniyeh 's sons are among the highest-profile figures to be killed in the war so far. Israel said they were Hamas operatives, and Haniyeh accused Israel of acting in "the spirit of revenge and murder."

The deaths threatened to strain the internationally mediated cease-fire talks, which appeared to gain steam in recent days even as the sides remain far apart on key issues.

The slayings also come as Israel is under intensifying pressure -- increasingly from its top ally, the U.S. -- to change tack in the war, especially when it comes to humanitarian aid for desperate people in Gaza.





Haniyeh said Hamas would not cave to the pressure leveled by the strike on his family.

"The enemy believes that by targeting the families of the leaders, it will push them to give up the demands of our people," Haniyeh told the Al Jazeera satellite channel. "Anyone who believes that targeting my sons will push Hamas to change its position is delusional."

Hamas' Al-Aqsa TV station aired footage of Haniyeh receiving the news of the deaths through the phone of an aide while visiting wounded Palestinians who have been transported to a hospital in Qatar, where he lives in exile. Haniyeh nodded, looked down at the ground and slowly walked out of the room.

    



Hamas said Hazem, Amir and Mohammed Haniyeh were killed in the Shati refugee camp in Gaza City, where Ismail Haniyeh is originally from. The militant group said three of Haniyeh's granddaughters and a grandson were also killed, without disclosing their ages.

Al-Aqsa TV said the brothers were traveling with family members in a single vehicle targeted by an Israeli drone.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The Israeli military said Mohammed and Hazem were Hamas military operatives and that Amir was a cell commander. It said they had conducted militant activity in the central Gaza Strip, without elaborating. It did not comment about the grandchildren killed.

The strike on Haniyeh's family is the latest bloodshed in a war with no end in sight.

Earlier, Israeli War Cabinet minister Benny Gantz claimed Hamas has been defeated militarily, although he also said Israel will fight it for years to come.

    



"From a military point of view, Hamas is defeated. Its fighters are eliminated or in hiding" and its capabilities "crippled," Gantz said in a statement to the media in the southern Israeli city of Sderot.

But he added: "Fighting against Hamas will take time. Boys who are now in middle school will still fight in the Gaza Strip."

Gantz reiterated the Israeli government's commitment to go into Rafah, the city at the far southern tip of the Gaza Strip where more than half the territory's 2.3 million people are now sheltering.

For Palestinians, the strike on Haniyeh's family darkened an already grim Eid al-Fitr holiday, which ends the holy fasting month of Ramadan. Palestinians marked the holiday by visiting the graves of loved ones killed in the war. In the Jabaliya refugee camp near Gaza City, people sat quietly by graves surrounded by buildings destroyed in Israel's offensive, which was launched in response to the deadly Hamas attack on Oct. 7.

    



As misery in Gaza lingers, Israel has faced increasing pressure, including from its own top ally, the U.S., to change tack in the war, especially with regards to the delivery of humanitarian aid.

In an interview with Spanish-language broadcaster Univision that was recorded April 3 and aired Tuesday, U.S. President Joe Biden criticized Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's handling of the war in Gaza and urged his government to flood the beleaguered territory with aid. He repeated that call again Wednesday, saying the efforts to boost aid were "not enough" and demanding another entry point for trucks in northern Gaza.

Gantz said Israel would soon open a new crossing to serve hard-hit northern Gaza, an early target of Israel's in the war.

After months of supporting the war against Hamas, the White House has ramped up pressure on Israel to reach a cease-fire and taken a sterner line that has rattled the countries' decades-old alliance and deepened Israel's international isolation over the war.

The most serious disagreement has been over Israel's plans for an offensive in Rafah. The rift was worsened by an Israeli airstrike last week on an aid convoy that killed seven workers with the World Central Kitchen charity, most of them foreigners. Israel said the deaths were unintentional, but Biden was outraged.

    



Biden's latest comments highlight the differences between Israel and the U.S. over humanitarian aid to people in Gaza, where the war has led to warnings of imminent famine for more than a million people.

"What he's doing is a mistake. I don't agree with his approach," Biden told Univision when asked if Netanyahu was prioritizing his political survival over Israel's interest.

    





Israel halted aid deliveries to Gaza in the early days of the war, but under U.S. pressure has slowly increased the number of trucks allowed to enter the territory.

Still, aid groups say supplies are not reaching desperate people quickly enough, blaming Israeli restrictions and noting that thousands of trucks are waiting to enter Gaza. Countries have attempted less efficient ways to deliver aid, including airdrops and by sea.

Israel says it has opened up more entry points for trucks to enter, especially for northern Gaza. Israel also accuses aid groups of being too slow to deliver aid once it's inside Gaza.

Aid groups say logistical issues and the precarious security situation -- underscored by the strike on the aid workers -- complicate deliveries.

Netanyahu has vowed to achieve "total victory," pledging to destroy Hamas' military and governing capabilities to prevent a repeat of the Oct. 7 attacks and to return hostages captured by Hamas and others that day. He says that victory must include an offensive in Rafah.

Israel launched the war in response to Hamas' cross-border assault in which militants killed 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and took roughly 250 people hostage, according to Israeli authorities.

More than 33,400 Palestinians have been killed in the relentless fighting, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't differentiate between civilians and combatants in its count but says most of the dead are women and children. Israel says it has killed some 12,000 militants, without providing evidence.

The war has ignited a humanitarian catastrophe. Most of the territory's population has been displaced and with vast swaths of Gaza's urban landscape leveled in the fighting, many areas are uninhabitable.

___

Shurafa reported from Deir al-Balah and Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press writer Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

___

Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                    The Mecklenburg County Democratic Party hosted an event in Charlotte, North Carolina to speak on the fight for an expansion of reproductive rights for women in the United States. (AP video: Erik Verduzco)
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            Arizona makes nearly all abortions illegal in a swing state as election nears, AP Explains

        
        
            An Arizona Supreme Court decision that would end virtually all abortions in the state puts the issue front and center in a critical 2024 battleground.
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            Trump declines to endorse a national abortion ban, AP Explains

        
        
            Former President Donald Trump has declined to endorse a national abortion ban and says he believes abortion should be left to the states.
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    [image: FILE - The U.S. Supreme Court is seen through anti-scaling fence surrounding the Court, Friday, May 6, 2022, in Washington. When Roe v. Wade was first overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court in 2022, proponents insisted it would mostly impact those seeking abortions to end an unwanted pregnancies. But that hasn't been the case. Women who never intended to end their pregnancies have nearly died because they couldn't get emergency treatment. Miscarriage care has been delayed. Routine reproductive medical care has dried up in states with strict bans. And fertility treatments were temporarily paused in Alabama. As that fallout grows, so do the opportunities for President Joe Biden and other Democrats eager to capitalize on the issue. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)]
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[image: Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego speaks to reporters at the state Capitol in Phoenix on Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jonathan Copper)]
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[image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a Get Out The Vote rally in Conway, S.C., Feb. 10, 2024. Trump still says he's proud that the Supreme Court justices he nominated overturned Roe v. Wade. Yet he avoided questions about whether he would support a national abortion ban should he return to the White House. Trump tried to put the issue to rest on Monday, April 8, in a video statement where Trump did not call for a national abortion ban, disappointing religious conservatives. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Joe Biden speaks about abortion access during a Democratic National Committee event Oct. 18, 2022, in Washington. As he campaigns for a second term, Biden is highlighting how women's health has been affected by the overturning of federal abortion protections. His campaign is getting help from two women who say abortion restrictions put them in medical peril. Amanda Zurawski of Texas and Kaitlyn Joshua of Louisiana say their personal experiences are driving them to campaign for Biden in North Carolina and Wisconsin over the next two weeks. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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[image: Vice President Kamala Harris delivers remarks during a campaign event with President Joe Biden in Raleigh, N.C., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- For much of her life, Angela Crawford considered herself a fairly conservative Republican -- and she voted that way. But then a wave of court rulings and Republican-led actions in states restricted abortion and later in vitro fertilization, the very procedure that had helped her conceive her daughter. 
Now, Crawford, 38, is working to gather signatures in her home state of Missouri for a ballot initiative in the fall that would enshrine access to abortion and other reproductive health care. And she's voting for Democrats. 
When Roe v. Wade was overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court in 2022, Republicans insisted the ruling would mostly affect those seeking abortions to end unwanted pregnancies. But that hasn't been the case. 
Women who never intended to end their pregnancies have nearly died because they could not get emergency treatment. Miscarriage care has been delayed. Routine reproductive medical care is drying up in states with strict bans. Fertility treatments were temporarily paused in Alabama. As the fallout grows, so does the opportunity for Democrats. 

    


"I wish everyone would realize how big this topic is," Crawford said of reproductive rights. "People really minimized it initially, because they didn't realize the scope." 




Democratic candidates are increasingly running on the broader reproductive rights issues and they are seeing results.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For Biden, who is trying to overcome consistently low approval ratings and Republican Donald Trump's loyal following in order to win reelection in November, the broader matter of reproductive health is becoming an increasingly potent issue as rights diminish in states such as Indiana, Florida and, soon, Arizona. 
A Texas woman who went into premature labor, developed sepsis and nearly died because she was unable to get an abortion, and a Louisiana woman who said restrictive laws prevented her from getting miscarriage care are campaigning for Biden in North Carolina. At a Durham community center, blue and red signs with phrases such as "Stop Trump's Abortion Ban" lined the wall.

    


Doctors attending the event said that helping pregnant patients has become much harder. And tasks they have never had to consider, such as printing out driving instructions to Virginia for patients unable to get an abortion in North Carolina, have become more common. 
The uncertainty has also motivated Amaia Clayton, a student from Duke University, to get more politically involved. 
"I mean, I'm 19. I'm in college," she said. "Reproductive health care is very, very applicable to me right now, and it will be very applicable to me for the foreseeable future."
In Alabama, the pause in IVF services was temporary, but it sent shock waves across the country as other states are weighing laws that could create similar results. 
Voters have consistently sent strong messages of disapproval over the past two years about restricting abortion rights, and Republicans, including Trump, are struggling to find a satisfying and consistent response.
"What we continue to see are more and more extreme positions on this issue, now around contraception and IVF," said Biden's campaign manager, Julie Chavez Rodriguez. "And these are policies that voters have continued to reject time and time again." 

    


Support for abortion access drove women to the polls during the 2022 midterm elections, delivering Democrats unexpected success.
About two-thirds of Americans say abortion should generally be legal, according to polling by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. Only about one-quarter say abortion should always be legal and only about 1 in 10 say it should always be illegal.
Since the fall of Roe, several states have enacted strict abortion bans or worked to make their laws stricter. In Arizona, the state Supreme Court on Tuesday ruled that officials may enforce an 1864 law criminalizing all abortions except when a woman's life is at stake. 
When voters have been given the choice, they have approved statewide ballot initiatives to preserve or expand the right to abortion. 

    


In a follow-up to the end of Roe, Alabama's highest court in February ruled that frozen embryos were children, a decision that led to the temporary pause in in vitro fertilization services. Alabama also has one of the strictest abortion bans in the nation. 
Democrat Marilyn Lands made it a major focal point of her campaign to flip a seat in the Alabama House in a suburban district that, while increasingly politically moderate, had long been held by the GOP. And she won. Two years earlier, she had lost her bid for that seat.
Lochrane Chase, 36, of Birmingham, Alabama, had her IVF treatments paused because of the state court's decision. That changed how she engages with politics. She said she routinely votes for Republicans. But this time, she supported Lands. 

    


"The IVF ruling made me realize that the Roe v. Wade decision has set such a dangerous precedent for states who now have the power to make their own rules," Chase said. 
Reproductive rights advocates are not surprised. They expected the ripple effects.
"Despite all of our knowledge -- and this has been in plain sight -- we face a believability gap with the American people," said Mini Timmaraju, president of Reproductive Freedom for All. It was the same before the fall of Roe, she said. People just did not believe it could happen.
Where abortion has been a difficult topic for some more centrist Democrats, including Biden, to talk about, the larger issue of reproductive freedom works. Not just for lawmakers, but also for voters for whom abortion isn't top of mind. 
"The beauty of using the freedom framework is that we can talk about a broader set of issues to a broader range of Americans," Timmaraju said.
Biden has said Trump is to blame for the growing medical peril. After the new Arizona ban that is expected to take effect in the next two months, Biden's campaign sent out an email that read: "Trump did this." When asked his message to Arizona voters, Biden's response Wedneday was: "Elect me. I'm in the 20th century ... the 21st century." 
Vice President Kamala Harris will be in Arizona on Friday addressing the issue. 
Republicans are struggling with how to manage the broadening question of abortion and reproductive health after decades of pushing to overturn Roe. 
Trump, whose judicial nominations as president paved the way for the Supreme Court's conservative majority decision, has bragged about overturning Roe. But in a video statement on his social media site, he tried to punt the issue back to the states, and on Wednesday, he said the Arizona law goes too far. 
"It'll be straightened out and as you know, it's all about states' rights," he said. 
In Missouri last week, Republican legislators refused to codify language in the state budget that would have stated that nothing in state laws could preclude Medicaid coverage for contraceptives or IVF-related services. 
State House Minority Leader Crystal Quade, a Democrat who is running for governor, said it was a small way that Republicans could have shown they were supportive of IVF. 
But the Democrats' reason for seeking the vote was also political: They wanted voters to see the track record in black and white. 
___
Associated Press writer Makiya Seminera in Durham, North Carolina, contributed to this report. 
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3 shot and 5 in custody after gunfire disrupts Philadelphia Eid event, police say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A joyful celebration of the end of Ramadan devolved into panic Wednesday in Philadelphia after rival groups exchanged gunfire, leaving at least three people injured.
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    [image: People gather in the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Police respond to a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Investigators work the scene of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Shown are personal items left behind in the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: A cartridge case lies at the scene of a shooting at an Eid event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: An evidence marker is place next to a cartridge case at the scene of a shooting at an Eid event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People clean up debris at the scene of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Shown are personal items left behind at the scene of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Food and belongings are left behind following a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: People speak to police following a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: A person talks to an officer in the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People view the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: A person picks up debris in the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather in the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People gather in the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Police respond to a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Investigators work the scene of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Police respond to a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Police respond to a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: Police and officials gather on a cordoned off street at the scene of a shooting, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Claudia Lauer)]
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- A joyful celebration of the end of Ramadan devolved into panic Wednesday in Philadelphia after rival groups exchanged gunfire, leaving at least three people injured and hundreds of parents and children to flee in search of safety.
The annual Eid al-Fitr event, held outside a large mosque in the city's Parkside neighborhood, came to a sudden end when some 30 shots rang out at about 2:30 p.m., Philadelphia police said.
Five people were later taken into custody, including a 15-year-old boy who sustained leg and shoulder wounds when he was shot by police and was taken to the hospital by an officer, authorities said. Police said he was carrying a gun.
Additionally, one man was shot in the stomach and a juvenile victim had a wound to the hand, police said.
Philadelphia Police Commissioner Kevin Bethel confirmed at a news conference that a police vehicle responding to the 911 calls for help struck a 15-year-old girl who was fleeing the park. He said the child suffered a leg injury. 

    


Witnesses described running to tents set up near the park, hiding behind trees and dropping to the pavement to avoid the gunfire, trying to shield children. Other attendees ran inside the nearby school and mosque and began frantically searching for their children and loved ones. 




Authorities said nearly 1,000 people attended the event. Several witnesses said they came back to the park hours after the shooting to try to find their shoes or cellphones after running several streets away to safety. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Ninety-nine percent of the people attending this event were good people who wanted to have a good time," Bethel said, noting that city officials were offering their support to the Islamic community. 
Police investigated the aftermath late Wednesday afternoon at Clara Muhammad Square, which was strewn with debris including blankets, strollers, coolers and a number of shoes, left behind by celebrants. A doll with a plastic wrapper nearby lay abandoned in the grass near a playground surrounded by police tape and guarded by officers. A few tables with aluminum containers of food to break the fast of Ramadan sat in the middle of the park, surrounded by yellow crime scene tape. Two tubs of melted bright red water ice were spilled onto the sidewalk.

    


Around 4 p.m., members of the Masjid began pushing large brooms to clean up the debris left in the street and on the sidewalk. A handful of young women dressed in bright colors picked up valuables -- a bag, a cellphone, shoes -- and set them aside for people to claim. Others waited for police to allow them to gather their purses or lawn chairs from the park. 
Zania Weatherford had just gone to her car for a moment when she heard the gunfire and saw people running across the street. She called relatives at the event to make sure they were safe.
"Last year, someone set off firecrackers and scared everyone," Weatherford said. "This is just a celebration of life for God to forgive us for our sins. There's one month that God chains the devil down, so whoever did this can't even blame the devil."

    


Thomas Allen, who was at the Philadelphia Masjid located next the park, said the scene during the shooting was "pandemonium."
"And we're hearing that they were children, you know, they were children. And it's a sad thing," Allen said, referring to the suspects.
"All my years of living in Philadelphia, I've never seen nothing like this, especially at the masjid," he said. "Just as much crime as it may be in Philadelphia. It was always separated from the masjid."
The motive for the shooting was not immediately clear. The suspects include four males and a female, Bethel said.
Eid al-Fitr is an Islamic holiday marking the end of Ramadan, the month when devout Muslims fast daily from dawn to sunset. Ramadan is a time of increased worship, charity, and good deeds. Eid al-Fitr means the feast, or festival, of breaking the fast.
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Storms bring floods and damaging wind across the South; 1 dead in Mississippi

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Strong thunderstorms collapsed part of a roof and damaged other businesses in the Houston suburb of Katy early Wednesday.
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            Strong thunderstorms cause dramatic damage in Houston suburb of Katy

        
        
            Strong thunderstorms collapsed part of a roof and damaged other businesses in the Houston suburb of Katy early Wednesday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Strong thunderstorms cause dramatic damage in Houston suburb of Katy
Strong thunderstorms collapsed part of a roof and damaged other businesses in the Houston suburb of Katy early Wednesday.
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            Tornado causes damage in Slidell, Louisiana

        
        
            In Slidell, Louisiana, northeast of New Orleans, what's believed to have been a tornado caused damage and some injuries Wednesday. But no deaths were reported. (AP Video: Stephen Smith and Gerald Herbert)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Tornado causes damage in Slidell, Louisiana
In Slidell, Louisiana, northeast of New Orleans, what's believed to have been a tornado caused damage and some injuries Wednesday. But no deaths were reported. (AP Video: Stephen Smith and Gerald Herbert)
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    [image: A car is flipped at McDonalds on Old Spanish Trail after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 23 | A car is flipped at McDonalds on Old Spanish Trail after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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A car is flipped at McDonalds on Old Spanish Trail after an apparent tornado touched down in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Robin Marquez, project coordinator for E.C.O. Builders, walks past her son's heavily damaged car after they sheltered in place inside the business, for what she said was a tornado, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 23
Robin Marquez, project coordinator for E.C.O. Builders, walks past her son's heavily damaged car after they sheltered in place inside the business, for what she said was a tornado, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 23 | Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: A woman walks amidst rubble of a heavily damaged building in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Storm clouds roll across New Orleans as water rises in the Treme neighborhood on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 23 | Storm clouds roll across New Orleans as water rises in the Treme neighborhood on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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Storm clouds roll across New Orleans as water rises in the Treme neighborhood on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Crystal Hilgado uses a broom to clean out the drain on her street near downtown New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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Crystal Hilgado uses a broom to clean out the drain on her street near downtown New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Crystal Hilgado uses a broom to clean out the drain on her street near downtown New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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Crystal Hilgado uses a broom to clean out the drain on her street near downtown New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: A customer waits inside a Treme neighborhood dry cleaner as the street floods from rain in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 23 | A customer waits inside a Treme neighborhood dry cleaner as the street floods from rain in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 23
A customer waits inside a Treme neighborhood dry cleaner as the street floods from rain in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Heavy rains fall and water on the street rises as sanitation crews pick up trash in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 23 | Heavy rains fall and water on the street rises as sanitation crews pick up trash in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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Heavy rains fall and water on the street rises as sanitation crews pick up trash in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Russell Stones cleans out a drain in the Treme neighborhood in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Photo by Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 23 | Russell Stones cleans out a drain in the Treme neighborhood in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Photo by Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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Russell Stones cleans out a drain in the Treme neighborhood in New Orleans on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Photo by Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ramesh Dadewal surveys damage from a tornado that damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. He came from India to visit a storeowner who sells his furniture. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 23 | Ramesh Dadewal surveys damage from a tornado that damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. He came from India to visit a storeowner who sells his furniture. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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Ramesh Dadewal surveys damage from a tornado that damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. He came from India to visit a storeowner who sells his furniture. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 23 | Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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Authorities work at the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Sumit Bhasin surveys damage to his furniture store caused by a tornado Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. He had two vendors visiting. "Unfortunately, this is what I have to show them," he said. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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Sumit Bhasin surveys damage to his furniture store caused by a tornado Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. He had two vendors visiting. "Unfortunately, this is what I have to show them," he said. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Authorities work the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 23 | Authorities work the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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Authorities work the scene where a tornado damaged several businesses Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Katy, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: A firefighter clears debris in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 23 | A firefighter clears debris in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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A firefighter clears debris in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Residents of a heavily damaged apartment complex stand under an overhang in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 23 | Residents of a heavily damaged apartment complex stand under an overhang in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Residents of a heavily damaged apartment complex stand under an overhang in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Residents of a heavily damaged apartment complex survey the damage in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 23 | Residents of a heavily damaged apartment complex survey the damage in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Residents of a heavily damaged apartment complex survey the damage in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 23 | A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: Tara Pledger and Rebecca Perez carry their daughters on their back as they walk across a flooded street in New Orleans, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Perez's home had two-feet of water in it so her friend, Tara, offered to help her get out. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 23 | Tara Pledger and Rebecca Perez carry their daughters on their back as they walk across a flooded street in New Orleans, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Perez's home had two-feet of water in it so her friend, Tara, offered to help her get out. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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Tara Pledger and Rebecca Perez carry their daughters on their back as they walk across a flooded street in New Orleans, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Perez's home had two-feet of water in it so her friend, Tara, offered to help her get out. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 23 | People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Antonio James carries a bag of dry clothes and belongings with him after his house was damaged by an apparent tornado in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 23 | Antonio James carries a bag of dry clothes and belongings with him after his house was damaged by an apparent tornado in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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Antonio James carries a bag of dry clothes and belongings with him after his house was damaged by an apparent tornado in south Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Scott Threlkeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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[image: A cyclist pedals along a flooded street during a major thunderstorm, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in New Orleans. (Chris Granger/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 23 | A cyclist pedals along a flooded street during a major thunderstorm, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in New Orleans. (Chris Granger/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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A cyclist pedals along a flooded street during a major thunderstorm, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in New Orleans. (Chris Granger/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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                                        SLIDELL, La. (AP) -- Severe storms blamed for a death in Mississippi spawned a tornado that demolished buildings in one Louisiana city Wednesday while inundating streets in low-lying New Orleans with hours of steady rain that snarled traffic and strained the city's antiquated drainage system.
Severe weather stretched across much of the Gulf South with reports of damage from Texas to the Florida panhandle. 
More than 30,000 homes and businesses were without power Wednesday night in Louisiana's St. Tammany Parish, where a tornado struck the city of Slidell, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) northeast of New Orleans. It ripped roofs off buildings and partially collapsed others in and around the city of about 28,000 people. Authorities said first responders had to rescue people trapped in one heavily damaged apartment building. 
At a Wednesday night news conference, Slidell Mayor Greg Cromer estimated about 75 homes and businesses were damaged in the city. Parish President Mike Cooper said assessments were still underway, but he estimated that hundreds more homes were damaged outside the city. 

    


Police video showed tree limbs littering the streets and flooded yards that resembled Louisiana swamps. Outside a McDonald's restaurant, a car was on its side, power poles leaned toward the ground and large pieces of the restaurant's trademark golden arches were strewn about.




"I've never talked to God so much before in my life," Robin Marquez said after huddling with coworkers in a two-story building where the roof was ripped away and walls caved in. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There were no reports of deaths or critical injuries in Slidell. The National Weather Service said in a social media post Wednesday night that initial surveys of the damage indicate the area was hit by a category EF-1 tornado, with winds anywhere from 86 mph (138 kph) to 110 miles per hour (177 kph). More surveys and analyses were planned to confirm the twister's strength and path.

    


Close to 8 inches (20 centimeters) of rain fell in parts of New Orleans. It came as the system of pipes and pumps that drains the city dealt with problems with its power generating system, forcing workers to divert power from one area to another as needed. 
"During intense rain, the mission sometimes shifts from keeping the streets dry to draining them as quickly as possible," the New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board, which operates the system, said in a statement Wednesday afternoon.
Hours after the rain ended, floodwaters lingered in some neighborhoods in New Orleans and in neighboring Jefferson Parish. 
In Mississippi, the death of Shirley Wilson, 64, was attributed to the storm. Wilson had several medical conditions that required her to have access to an electric oxygen machine at all times, Scott County Sheriff Mike Lee said. When her home in the central Mississippi county lost power, her oxygen machine shut down. Emergency responders couldn't reach her until about 20 minutes after her grandchild called 911 early Wednesday, and she was pronounced dead.

    


The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency said 72 homes were damaged.
In Texas, several people were rescued from homes and vehicles early Wednesday morning when flooding inundated parts of Jasper County, near the Louisiana line, authorities said.
All major roads into Kirbyville, a Jasper County town of about 2,000 people, were shut down early Wednesday due to the flooding, the sheriff's office said. Shelters were being set up after about 50 people were displaced from their homes, Billy Ted Smith, the Jasper County emergency management coordinator, said. He estimated the displaced people came from about 20 flooded homes and said there had been around half a dozen people rescued from vehicles. He said no major injuries were reported.
In the Houston suburb of Katy, strong thunderstorms that passed through the area around 2 a.m. Wednesday collapsed part of the roof of a Firestone repair shop. Storms also damaged businesses and cars in a nearby strip mall, sending a large air conditioning unit that had been on the roof crashing to the parking lot, officials said.

    


No one was inside the repair shop, but employees were working at a nearby sports bar when the thunderstorms rolled through, Harris County Fire Marshal Laurie Christensen told reporters later Wednesday morning.
"We were blessed that no lives were lost," Christensen said, adding that only minor injuries were reported.
Some of the damage in Katy had preliminarily been determined to have been caused by an EF-1 tornado with estimated maximum winds of around 90 mph (145 kph), National Weather Service meteorologist Bradley Brokamp said.
Photos posted on social media showed heavy damage to a church in Port Arthur, Texas, where city officials said they were also dealing with downed trees and powerlines.
In Mississippi, the sheriff sent out an urgent warning Wednesday to people in parts of Yazoo County, just northwest of Jackson, about a levee failure there. The sheriff's office called for the evacuation of one subdivision. County officials continued to monitor the levee, WAPT-TV reported.

    


___
This story has updated to correct the spelling of Mayor Greg Cromer's first name.
___
McGill reported from New Orleans. Associated Press journalists Sara Cline in Baton Rouge, Jamie Stengle in Dallas; Michael Goldberg in Jackson, Mississippi; Juan Lozano in Houston; Sarah Brumfield in Silver Spring, Maryland; Jeff Martin in Atlanta; Emily Wagster Pettus in Jackson, Mississippi; and Julie Walker in New York contributed to this report.
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Big opposition win in South Korean parliament election poses setback to President Yoon

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    South Korea's liberal opposition parties were expected to win a landslide victory in Wednesday's parliamentary election, initial exit polls suggested, a result that if confirmed would make conservative President Yoon Suk Yeol a lame duck for his remaining three years in office.
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            Exit polls suggest a big win by South Korea's liberal opposition parties in parliamentary election

        
        
            South Korea's liberal opposition parties were expected to win a landslide victory in Wednesday's parliamentary election, initial exit polls suggested, a result that if confirmed would make conservative President Yoon Suk Yeol a lame duck for his remaining three years in office.
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South Korea's liberal opposition parties were expected to win a landslide victory in Wednesday's parliamentary election, initial exit polls suggested, a result that if confirmed would make conservative President Yoon Suk Yeol a lame duck for his remaining three years in office.
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            South Korean voters go to polls to select new 300-member parliament

        
        
            Voters in Seoul expressed their hopes of seeing lawmakers unite instead of dividing public opinion as South Koreans went to the polls to elect a new 300-member parliament. (AP Video/Yong Jun Chang and Yong-ho Kim)
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Voters in Seoul expressed their hopes of seeing lawmakers unite instead of dividing public opinion as South Koreans went to the polls to elect a new 300-member parliament. (AP Video/Yong Jun Chang and Yong-ho Kim)
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            South Koreans prepare to vote for new 300-member parliament, AP explains

        
        
            South Koreans are preparing to vote for a new 300-member parliament this Wednesday. This year's election is widely seen as a referendum on conservative President Yoon Suk Yeol, who took office two years ago for a single five-year term. Yoon is grappling with low approval rating and is also struggling with rising prices, the weeklong strikes by medical doctors and public criticism of his leadership style.
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    [image: South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party (DP) leader Lee Jae-myung, center, speaks to reporters after watching TV broadcasting results of exit polls for the parliamentary election at the National Assembly on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 in Seoul, South Korea. (Chung Sung-Jun/Pool Photos via AP)]
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[image: South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party (DP) leader Lee Jae-myung, center, and candidates, watch TV broadcasting results of exit polls for the parliamentary election at the National Assembly on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 in Seoul, South Korea. (Chung Sung-Jun/Pool Photos via AP)]
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[image: National Election Commission officials sort out ballots for counting at the parliamentary election in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Candidates of Minjoo Union, an affiliated party of South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party, watch TV broadcasting results of exit polls for the parliamentary election at the National Assembly on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 in Seoul, South Korea. (Chung Sung-Jun/Pool Photos via AP)]
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Candidates of Minjoo Union, an affiliated party of South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party, watch TV broadcasting results of exit polls for the parliamentary election at the National Assembly on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 in Seoul, South Korea. (Chung Sung-Jun/Pool Photos via AP)
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[image: National Election Commission officials sort out ballots for counting at the parliamentary election in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: The ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon, front, and party members watch TV broadcasting results of exit polls for the parliamentary election at the National Assembly on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 in Seoul, South Korea. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: The ruling People Power Party's leader Han Dong-hoon, center, and party members watch TV broadcasting results of exit polls for the parliamentary election at the National Assembly on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 in Seoul, South Korea. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Cho Kuk, center, leader of the South Korean Rebuilding Korea Party, and his party members react as they watch a local media's results of exit polls for parliamentary election on television at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: People wait in line to cast their votes for the parliamentary election at a polling station in Ulsan, South Korea, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol faces a crucial referendum Wednesday in a parliamentary election that could determine whether he becomes a lame duck or enjoys a mandate to pursue key policies for his remaining three years in office. (Bae Byung-soo/Newsis via AP)]
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[image: A voter receives ballots from an election official for the parliamentary election at a polling station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol faces a crucial referendum Wednesday in a parliamentary election that could determine whether he becomes a lame duck or enjoys a mandate to pursue key policies for his remaining three years in office. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: A voter exits out to cast his vote for the parliamentary election at a polling station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol faces a crucial referendum Wednesday in a parliamentary election that could determine whether he becomes a lame duck or enjoys a mandate to pursue key policies for his remaining three years in office. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: A family casts their votes for the parliamentary election at a polling station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol faces a crucial referendum Wednesday in a parliamentary election that could determine whether he becomes a lame duck or enjoys a mandate to pursue key policies for his remaining three years in office. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's liberal opposition parties appeared set to win a landslide victory in Wednesday's parliamentary election, vote counts showed, a result that could make conservative President Yoon Suk Yeol a lame duck for his remaining three years in office.
With most of the votes cast counted, the main opposition Democratic Party and its satellite party appear to have won a combined 175 seats in the 300-member National Assembly. Another small liberal opposition party was expected to win 12 seats under a proportional representation system, according to South Korean media tallies.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Yoon's ruling People Power Party and its satellite party were projected to have obtained 109 seats. 
The final official results were expected later Thursday. 
But the outcome means the liberal opposition forces would extend their control of the parliament, though they will likely fail to garner the super majority of 200 seats that gives them legislative powers to pass bills vetoed by a president and even impeach him or her.

    
        
    

    


Wednesday's election was widely seen as a mid-term confidence vote on Yoon, a former top prosecutor who took office in 2022 for a single five-year term. 
He has pushed hard to boost cooperation with the U.S. and Japan as a way to address a mix of tough security and economic challenges. But Yoon has been grappling with low approval ratings at home and a liberal opposition-controlled parliament that has limited his major policy platforms. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Regardless of the results, Yoon will stay in power and his major foreign policies will likely be unchanged. But the ruling party's big election defeat could set back Yoon's domestic agenda and leave him facing an intensifying political offensive by his liberal opponents.
Exit polls sponsored by South Korea's major TV stations earlier predicted a bigger win by the opposition parties.

    


"We did our best to do politics that follow public sentiments, but results of exit polls are disappointing," ruling party Han Dong-hoon said in televised comments. "We'll watch ballot counting to the end."
After gathering to watch TV broadcasts showing results of the exit polls, Democratic Party members cheered and clapped their hands. "We'll humbly watch the people's choices to the end. Thanks much!" party leader Lee Jae-myung told reporters. 
Of the 300 seats, 254 will be elected through direct votes in local districts, and the other 46 to the parties according to their proportion of the vote. The final voter turnout for South Korea's 44 million eligible voters was tentatively estimated at 67%, the highest for a parliamentary election since 1992, according to the National Election Commission. 
Ahead of the election, the conservatives and their liberal rivals exchanged toxic rhetoric and mudslinging. Their mutual contempt deepened during the 2022 presidential election, during which Yoon and Lee, then the Democratic Party candidate, spent months demonizing each other. Yoon eventually beat Lee in the country's most closely fought presidential contest.

    


Lee is now a harsh critic of Yoon's policies and is eyeing another presidential bid. His main potential conservative rival in the next presidential race is Han, an ally of Yoon who served as his justice minister. Lee faces an array of corruption investigations that he argues are politically motivated and pushed by by Yoon's government. 
There was brief soul-searching about South Korea's divisive politics after Lee was stabbed in the neck in January by a man who, according to police, tried to kill Lee to prevent him from becoming president. But as the parliamentary election approached, the rival parties began churning out abusive rhetoric and crude insults against each other. 
During the election campaigning, Han called Lee "a criminal" and labeled his past comments as "trash." Lee's party spokesperson described Han's mouth as a "trash bin." Han accused Lee of using a sexist remark against a female ruling party candidate.
Chung Jin-young, a former dean of the Graduate School of Pan-Pacific International Studies at Kyung Hee University, predicted that the opposition parties could win a combined 150 to 180 seats. 

    


"That would cause a political deadlock for the Republic of Korea for the next three years, as both the ruling and opposition parties can't pursue things unilaterally and won't likely make terms with each other," Chung said. 
Earlier this year, Yoon saw rising approval ratings over his strong push to drastically increase the number of medical students despite vehement protests by incumbent doctors. Yoon has said he aims to create more doctors to brace for the country's rapidly aging population, but thousands of young doctors have gone on strike, saying that schools can't handle an abrupt increase in students. 
The doctors' walkouts eventually left Yoon facing growing calls to find a compromise, with patients and others experiencing delays of surgeries and other inconveniences. Yoon's ruling party has also been struggling with rising prices of agricultural products and other goods and criticism of Yoon's personnel management style. 

    


"This election is an assessment of Yoon's presidency. The stakes for him are whether he's able to fully implement his liberal democratic agenda, which is his top priority," Duyeon Kim, a senior analyst at the Washington-based Center for a New American Security, said. "He and his party have criticized the previous progressive party for democratic backsliding."
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New York appeals court rejects Donald Trump's third request to delay Monday's hush money trial

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Donald Trump is 0 for 3 in last-minute attempts to delay his looming hush money criminal trial. An appeals court judge Wednesday swiftly rejected the latest salvo from the former president's lawyers.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    1
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump sits at the defense table with his legal team in a Manhattan court, Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in New York. The first-ever trial of a former U.S. president will feature allegations that Trump falsified business records while compensating one of his lawyers, Michael Cohen, for burying stories about extramarital affairs that arose during the 2016 presidential race.(AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump is now 0 for 3 in last-minute attempts to get a New York appeals court to delay his looming hush money criminal trial. An appeals court judge Wednesday swiftly rejected the latest salvo from the former president's lawyers, who argued he should be on the campaign trail rather than "in a courtroom defending himself" starting next week.
Trump's lawyers had asked the state's mid-level appeals court to halt the case indefinitely while they fight to remove the trial judge and challenge several of his pretrial rulings, which they argue have seriously hindered the presumptive Republican nominee's defense.
Justice Ellen Gesmer's ruling, after a third straight day of emergency hearings on Trump's delay requests, was yet another loss for Trump, who has tried repeatedly to get the trial postponed. Barring further court action, the ruling clears the way for jury selection to begin next Monday.

    


"We're here for this stay because there are restrictions in place that cannot operate in a constitutional way in a trial environment," Trump lawyer Emil Bove argued at the hearing, which was held in a court basement lobby because the regular courtroom was in use.




"It's an incredibly important trial. It's a historic, unprecedented proceeding," Bove said, adding: "This can only be done once and it must be done right."
Trump's hush-money case is the first of his four criminal indictments slated to go to trial and would be the first criminal trial ever of a former president. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Adding to a litany of complaints registered this week with the appeals court, Bove argued that trial Judge Juan Merchan "exceeded his authority" in refusing to postpone the case until the Supreme Court rules on an immunity claim Trump raised in another of his criminal cases. Trump's lawyers argue some evidence in the hush-money case could be excluded if the Supreme Court rules in his favor.

    


Merchan last week declared that request untimely, ruling that Trump's lawyers had "myriad opportunities" to raise the immunity issue before they finally did so in March, well after a deadline for pretrial motions had passed.
Steven Wu, the appellate chief for the Manhattan district attorney's office, echoed that sentiment at Wednesday's emergency hearing. He argued that Trump's lawyers had months to raise immunity and other issues and should not be rewarded with a delay at the eleventh hour. 
"Staying the trial at this point would be incredibly disruptive," Wu said. "The court, the people, witnesses have made extraordinary efforts to make sure this trial can take place on Monday."
"There's a powerful public interest to ensure this criminal trial goes forward," he added.
Gesmer presided over the emergency hearing from an armchair, facing a hodgepodge of wooden seats, a collapsable table and a restroom.
Trump is accused of falsifying his company's records to hide the nature of payments to his former lawyer and fixer Michael Cohen, who helped Trump bury negative stories during his 2016 campaign. Cohen's activities included paying porn actor Stormy Daniels $130,000 to suppress her claims of an extramarital sexual encounter with Trump years earlier.

    


Trump pleaded not guilty last year to 34 felony counts of falsifying business records. He has denied having a sexual encounter with Daniels. His lawyers argue the payments to Cohen were legitimate legal expenses.
Trump already struck out twice this week with the appeals court. One appeals court judge Monday rejected his bid to delay the trial while he seeks to move it out of Manhattan. A different judge on Tuesday denied a request, framed as part of a lawsuit against Merchan, that the trial be delayed while Trump fights a gag order imposed on him in recent weeks.
Trump's lawyers had asked Merchan last month to adjourn the New York trial indefinitely until Trump's immunity claim in his Washington, D.C., election interference case is resolved.
Trump contends he is immune from prosecution for conduct alleged to involve official acts during his tenure in office. His lawyers have not raised that as a defense in the hush-money case, but they argued that some evidence -- including Trump's social media posts about former lawyer Cohen -- is from his time as president and should be excluded from the trial because of his immunity protections.

    


The Supreme Court is to hear arguments in that matter on April 25. 
"This is a situation where a judge has exceeded his authority under circumstances with very, very serious federalism implications," Bove argued at Wednesday's emergency hearing.
Trump's lawyers also renewed their argument that Merchan should step aside from the case. They've accused him of bias and a conflict of interest, citing his daughter's work as the head of a firm whose clients have included President Joe Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and other Democrats.

    


Trump's lawyers filed a formal recusal request with Merchan last week. The judge rejected a similar request in August and has not ruled on Trump's pending request. The judge has also yet to rule on another defense delay request, which claims that Trump won't get a fair trial because of "prejudicial media coverage."
"Their recusal arguments are completely meritless," Wu argued.
Trump's lawyers also took issue with a protocol Merchan put in place last month to manage a flood of last-minute court filings. And, they revisited their complaints -- aired at an emergency hearing Tuesday -- about the gag order Merchan imposed on Trump last month that bars him from making public comments about witnesses, jurors and others regarding their connections to the case.
Trump's ability to campaign "is something that's protected under the First Amendment, for President Trump and the American people," Bove argued.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-hush-money-appeal-juan-merchan-43ce6ef13f3b7a2ea017a658e6b4e01b
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                    The rate of incarcerated women in the US has grown rapidly since 1980. Experts say programs aimed at keeping them out of prison haven't kept pace. The Associated Press followed an Ohio woman's journey after almost 10 years of incarceration. (AP Video: Patrick Orsagos)
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    [image: Heather Jarvis is photographed at the Ohio Reformatory for Women in Marysville, Ohio, Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: The Ohio Reformatory for Women, where Heather Jarvis is incarcerated, is seen beyond a fence and razor wire in Marysville, Ohio, Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023. More than 190,000 women are currently being held in some kind of confinement in the United States -- a number that's been growing rapidly since at least 1980. But experts say programs aimed at helping them stay out of prison haven't kept pace. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Heather Jarvis walks past a sign hanging in a hallway at the Ohio Reformatory for Women in Marysville, Ohio, Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Heather Jarvis pauses as she speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at the Ohio Reformatory for Women in Marysville, Ohio, Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Heather Jarvis speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at the Ohio Reformatory for Women in Marysville, Ohio, Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Heather Jarvis waits with her belongings for transportation after being processed for release at the Ohio Reformatory for Women, in Marysville, Ohio, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Heather Jarvis waits with others for transportation after being processed for release at the Ohio Reformatory for Women, in Marysville, Ohio, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Heather Jarvis gestures smiling from a vehicle after being released from the Ohio Reformatory for Women, in Marysville, Ohio, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Heather Jarvis reacts in the back seat of a vehicle after being released from Ohio Reformatory for Women, in Marysville, Ohio, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: CORRECTS NAME TO ADESSA - Heather Jarvis, center, spends the day with her daughter Adessa, 17, left, and niece Layla, 14, for a holiday party in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Dec. 21, 2023. Jarvis is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- On a cold and dreary October day, Heather C. Jarvis packed everything she had into a pink duffle and a plastic trash bag and waited for the rest of her life to begin. 
Sitting in the lobby of the Ohio Reformatory for Women in Marysville, Ohio, she smiled anxiously as her longtime therapist told her she'd be fine, that she was ready for the outside world. She had checked all the boxes during her nearly 10 years behind bars -- substance abuse treatment, professional development, even earning an associate's degree -- and had people intent on helping her.
"Sometimes, I'm just so scared that it's not enough," Jarvis, her voice breaking, told The Associated Press before her release.
Jarvis, 32, is part of the fastest-growing prison population in the country, one of more than 190,000 women held in some form of confinement in the United States as of this year. Their numbers grew by more than 500% between 1980 and 2021, more than twice the growth rate for men, according to a report by The Sentencing Project, a research and advocacy organization for incarcerated people. 

    


The sharp increase is partially due to the increased penalties and mandatory minimum sentences for drug possession and trafficking that many states have implemented over the past few decades. Approximately 25% of incarcerated women are in prison for drug-related crimes, compared to 12% of men, according to the 2023 report. Ohio -- an epicenter of the opioid crisis -- is among the states that experienced the most dramatic jump in female prisoners. 




Programs aimed at helping women stay out of prison once they're released have not grown at nearly the same pace, according to the National Institute of Justice. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Women's incarceration grew very rapidly in the early 2000s, but it took a good decade or so before the field really acknowledged the widening gap between available programs and services and the number of women who need them," said Wendy Sawyer, research director at the Prison Policy Initiative, a research and advocacy nonprofit.

    


That makes the journey harder for women, who confront different challenges than their male counterparts. Over half, for example, are mothers to minor children, the group says.
"Women face all of the same barriers that men face in reentry -- securing employment, housing, and transportation, and reestablishing family connections -- but with an extra level of difficulty," Sawyer said. "For example, housing ... often forces women to choose between homelessness and returning to abusive situations, while in contrast, many men return to female supports: mothers, wives, girlfriends."
There is also the issue of sexism.
"There is more stigma attached to a woman getting involved in a crime or using drugs than there is men," remarked Linda Janes, chief operating officer of Alvis House, a Columbus-based nonprofit that works with the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections to provide reentry services, including housing and job assistance.
Jarvis is one of the lucky ones. In October, she was released into "transitional control" at Alvis House, and she's already found an apartment to live in after her time there is up. Columbus is far from her hometown of Parkersburg, West Virginia -- a long way from the friends she did drugs with and the family members who overdosed or went to jail themselves while struggling with substance misuse. 

    


In 2015, Jarvis pleaded guilty to aggravated robbery and involuntary manslaughter after a friend was fatally shot by a man whom he tried to force to withdraw cash from an ATM. The man's son owed Jarvis and her friend money -- funds they needed to fuel their mutual drug addiction. In Ohio, someone can be charged with murder if their accomplice dies while committing or fleeing from a crime. Jarvis' guilty plea reduced her charges.
Now, after serving her time, she is ready to start anew. She's employed, attending The Ohio State University to get a degree in social work, and was recently granted full custody of the oldest of her two daughters, 17-year-old Adessa.

    


But her longing to be with her children more than Alvis House allowed led her to violate the terms of her release. She moved into her apartment with Adessa, despite being forbidden from living outside transitional housing without another adult. 
Jarvis' mother -- who had been approved to live with her but could only stay part time -- reported her daughter to her parole officer. She was upset about Jarvis' decision to reconcile with the father of her youngest daughter, 11-year-old Anna. 
So now, Jarvis is back at Alvis House. Adessa and Anna are living with Jarvis' mother back in Parkersburg.
Still, she hasn't given up. While she doesn't expect Adessa to return, she is working toward gaining shared custody of Anna with Anna's father in the hopes that they will all live together soon in Columbus. She and Anna -- who was 5 months old when Jarvis went to prison -- have been slowly checking off a bucket list during their brief moments together. It includes eating Takis, a spicy snack made of rolled corn tortilla chips, and for the first time in Anna's life, having Jarvis brush her hair.

    


"I think that was like, the moment for me when I was like, I'm going to get to be her mom," Jarvis said.
She is also still coming to grips with her new freedom and the daunting number of decisions she now has to make for herself: choosing what she wears, whom she talks to on the phone, what she buys with her own money.
"I remember how strange it felt to put clothes on and look at myself in the mirror," she said, recalling the tears that flowed freely her first night in Alvis House. "I sat there in front of it for a while trying to decide if I recognized myself."
Her discomfort is echoed in life outside, where society is not necessarily embracing her with open arms. One day, she was forced to explain to a Verizon employee that she had no credit to buy a cellphone because she had been in prison for almost a decade. And just when she was about to start orientation for a job at an addiction treatment center in Columbus, her application was dropped. Even though she never directly harmed anyone herself, her record listed a violent felony, which disqualified her.
"No matter what I do, it's (the felony's) always gonna be violent," Jarvis said in a video message, sobbing into the camera. "I'm not a violent person."
Jarvis has since gotten a job as a restaurant server. On April 20, she will finally be able to move full time into the two-bedroom apartment, a space lovingly furnished with hand-painted mason jars and donated furniture. Anna's bedroom has been tenderly decorated in a pink and purple color scheme.
As the date of her full independence approaches like a fast-moving train filled with the cargo of her past and future life, she has trouble separating her anticipation from her anxiety. 
For now, she knows the two emotions will have to coexist.
Sitting in the apartment during a recent interview, she takes a deep breath.
"I'm proud I'm doing what I said I was going to do," she finally says. "I am the person I thought I was, even on my bad days."
___
Samantha Hendrickson is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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                    Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has begun his much-anticipated visit to Washington. The visit includes a glamorous state dinner to celebrate a nation that President Joe Biden sees as the cornerstone of his Indo-Pacific policy.
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            Biden says Israel's efforts to boost aid into Gaza are still 'not enough'

        
        
            President Joe Biden said Wednesday Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is not doing enough to increase humanitarian aid into Gaza. He made the comments during a joint news conference with Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. (April 10)
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            Biden honors Prime Minister Kishida and reflects on Japan's growing clout on international stage

        
        
            President Joe Biden welcomes Japanese PM Fumio Kishida to the White House for talks on the delicate security situation in the Pacific and for a glitzy state dinner. Biden is honoring a leader who's been one of his strongest international allies.
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    [image: President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida participate in a news conference in the Rose Garden of the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden, left, and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida shake hands after a news conference in the Rose Garden of the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden welcome Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida during a State Arrival Ceremony on the South Lawn of the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks during a news conference with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in the Rose Garden of the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden praised Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's "bold" leadership on a series of global crises as he welcomed the Japanese leader to the White House on Wednesday for wide-ranging talks that touched on the delicate security situation in the Pacific, the war in Ukraine, the Israel-Hamas conflict and more.
Kishida's official visit, which included a glitzy state dinner at the White House on Wednesday evening, completes the Democratic administration's feting of the leaders of the Quad, the informal partnership among the U.S., Japan, Australia and India that the White House has focused on elevating since Biden took office. As administration officials put it, they saved the most pivotal relationship for last.
"The unbreakable alliance between Japan and the United States is the cornerstone of peace, security and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific and around the world," Biden said as he welcomed Kishida to a pomp-filled arrival ceremony on the White House South Lawn.

    


The visit also marks the realization of Japan's transformation from a regional player to a global influencer -- with senior Biden administration officials noting appreciatively there is little the U.S. does across the globe that Tokyo doesn't support. They pointed to Japan's eagerness to take a leading role in trying to bolster Ukraine against Russia's invasion and with the flow of humanitarian aid into Gaza.




"The cooperation between our countries bound together by common values and commitment has become a global one with the scope and depth covering outer space and the deep sea," Kishida said. "Today the world faces more challenges and difficulties than ever before. Japan will join hands with our American friends and together we will lead the way in tackling the challenges of the Indo-Pacific region and the world, while tirelessly developing the relationship."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kishida also announced that Japan is giving 250 cherry trees to the U.S. to mark America's coming 250th birthday in 2026.

    


Biden and Kishida are both confronting difficult political headwinds on the home front while trying to navigate increasingly complicated problems on the global stage. Like Biden, Kishida has been dogged by low approval ratings for much of his tenure. 
Biden's reelection effort has been shadowed by an American electorate anxious about inflation, unease among some Democrats over his handling of the Israel-Hamas war, and concerns about whether at 81 he's too old to serve another four years. The U.S. economy got another blip of dour data on Wednesday with the government reporting that consumer inflation ticked up last month.
Kishida, meanwhile, is dealing with a Japanese economy that slipped to the world's fourth-largest after it contracted in the last quarter of 2023 and fell behind Germany. Polls in Japan show that support for Kishida, who was elected in 2021, has plunged as he deals with a political funds corruption scandal within his ruling Liberal Democratic Party.
To be certain, there are differences in the U.S.-Japan relationship. The visit comes after Biden announced last month that he opposes the planned sale of Pittsburgh-based U.S. Steel to Nippon Steel of Japan. Biden argued in announcing his opposition that the U.S. needs to "maintain strong American steel companies powered by American steelworkers."

    


At their Rose Garden press conference following their private Oval Office talks, Biden and Kishida sidestepped addressing in detail their discussion about the prospective U.S. Steel acquisition. Biden said he stood by his commitment to American workers and fostering the Japanese alliance. Kishida noted the extensive investment both nations have made into each other's economy and his hope for creating more "win-win" situations.
The leaders announced plans to upgrade U.S.-Japan military relations, with both sides looking to tighten cooperation amid concerns about North Korea's nuclear program and China's increasing military assertiveness in the Pacific. The structural updates will focus on improving interoperability and planning between U.S. and Japanese forces as well as exploring bolstering air defense capabilities, including with Australia. The U.S., United Kingdom. and Australia are also considering including Japan in the AUKUS defense partnership, a grouping launched in 2021 that aims to equip Australia with nuclear-powered and conventionally armed submarines. 

    


Kishida and Biden also confirmed Japan's participation in NASA's Artemis moon program as well as its contribution of a moon rover developed by Toyota Motor Corp. and the inclusion of two Japanese astronauts on future moon-landing missions. One of them would become the first non-American astronaut to set foot on the moon.
Biden heaped praise on Japan for its significant increase in defense spending and has tightened cooperation on economic and security matters throughout Kishida's tenure.

    


Japan was quick to step up in the aftermath of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, join the U.S. and other Western allies in mounting aggressive sanctions on Moscow, and Japanese automakers Mazda, Toyota and Nissan announced their withdrawal from Russia. 
Tokyo has been one of the largest donors to Kyiv since Russia's invasion, and Japan has surged its defense spending amid concern about China's military assertiveness.
As part of its increased defense, Japan agreed to acquire U.S.-made Tomahawks and other long-range cruise missiles that can hit targets in China or North Korea under a more offensive security strategy. Japan, Britain and Italy also began a collaboration on a next-generation jet fighter project.
"The prime minister is a visionary and courageous leader," Biden said. "When Russia began its brutal invasion of Ukraine two years ago, he did not hesitate to condemn sanctions and isolate Russia and provide billions assistance to Ukraine."
Biden also credited Kishida and South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol for working to repair frosty relations between Tokyo and Seoul. Relations have rapidly thawed over the last two years amid shared concerns about China's assertiveness in the Pacific and North Korea's persistent nuclear threats. Biden last year hosted the two leaders at the presidential retreat at Camp David in Maryland's Catoctin Mountains.
The Japan-South Korea relationship is a delicate one because of differing views of World War II history and Japan's colonial rule over the Korean Peninsula.
Biden and Kishida also told reporters they were open to direct talks between Japan and North Korea over the abduction of Japanese citizens during the 1970s and 1980s and other issues. Kishida's previous calls for talks have been rejected by Pyongyang.
In 2002, Kim Jong Il, the father of Kim Jong Un, told then-Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi that its agents had kidnapped 13 Japanese citizens and allowed five of them to return to Japan. But Japan believes hundreds may have been taken and some remain alive. Biden called Japan's attempts to set up a leader-to-leader summit with North Korea a "good thing," and he reiterated his administration's willingness for its own talks without preconditions.
Kishida will remain in Washington on Thursday to take part in a U.S.-Japan-Philippines summit, at which China's increasing aggressive action in the region will loom large over the talks.
Relations between China and the Philippines have been repeatedly tested by skirmishes involving the two nations' coast guard vessels in the disputed South China Sea. Chinese coast guard ships also regularly approach disputed Japanese-controlled East China Sea islands near Taiwan.
"The main intent of this trilateral agreement is for us to be able to continue to flourish, to be able to help one another, and ... to keep the peace in the South China Sea and the freedom of navigation in the South China Sea," Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. told reporters before departing for Washington on Wednesday.
___
AP writer Jim Gomez in Manila, Philippines, and Michelle L. Price in Washington contributed to this story.
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In triple-murder trial, prosecutor says Chad Daybell built 'alternate reality' to gain sex and money

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    AP's Rebecca Boone explains the opening statements expected in the trial of an Idaho man charged with killing his wife and his new partner's two youngest children, in a bizarre case involving claims about zombies.
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    [image: FILE - Chad Daybell sits during a court hearing, Aug. 4, 2020, in St. Anthony, Idaho. The trial of Daybell, who is charged with the deaths of his wife and his girlfriend's two youngest children, is set to begin in Idaho, serving as a second act in a bizarre case that has drawn worldwide attention and already resulted in a life sentence for the kids' mother. (John Roark/The Idaho Post-Register via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Larry Woodcock speaks to media members at the Rexburg Standard Journal Newspaper in Rexburg, Idaho on Jan. 7, 2020, while holding a reward flyer for Joshua Vallow and Tylee Ryan. A self-published doomsday fiction author is on trial in Idaho in the deaths of his wife and his new girlfriend's two children. Chad Daybell has pleaded not guilty to murder, conspiracy and grand theft charges in the deaths of his late wife Tammy Daybell, as well as the children, Joshua "JJ" Vallow and Tylee Ryan. (John Roark/The Idaho Post-Register via AP, File)]
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                                        BOISE, Idaho (AP) -- An Idaho man charged with three murders in an unusual doomsday-focused case crafted an alternate reality so that he could fulfill "his desire for sex, money and power," a prosecutor told jurors Wednesday morning.
"When he had a chance at what he considered his rightful destiny, he made sure no person and no law would stand in his way," prosecutor Rob Wood said.
Chad Daybell, 55, is facing charges of first degree murder, insurance fraud, and conspiracy to commit murder and grand theft in connection with the deaths of Tammy Daybell, 7-year-old Joshua "JJ" Vallow and 16-year-old Tylee Ryan. Last year, their mother, Vallow Daybell, received a life sentence without parole for the killings.
Prosecutors say the couple justified the three killings by creating a detailed and apocalyptic belief system, part of an elaborate scheme to eliminate any obstacles to their relationship and to obtain money from survivor benefits and life insurance. Vallow Daybell referred to her two youngest kids as zombies, one friend testified during her trial.

    


"The evidence will show that this was a convenient narrative," Wood told jurors. "This narrative gave them the pretext to remove people from this world for their own good."




Daybell's defense attorney John Prior presented a different picture to jurors -- noting that Chad Daybell was a religious person but suggesting that his belief in things like premonitions were fairly mainstream. Prior also explained to jurors that Lori Vallow Daybell's brother, Alex Cox, had a violent history. He had previously been convicted of attacking Vallow Daybell's third husband, and he shot and killed her fourth husband. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Whenever there was a problem with Lori Vallow, Alex Cox ran to the rescue," Prior said in opening statements. 
Daybell's attorney also argued that his client lived a normal, faith-focused life before he met Lori Vallow Daybell, who he said showered Daybell with attention. His legal team described her as a "beautiful, vivacious person" who drew Daybell into an extramarital relationship. 

    


Daybell's attorney also said he would present several experts in DNA, forensics and pathology who would testify that it's impossible to determine what caused Tammy Daybell's death and that none of Chad Daybell's DNA was found with the children's bodies. Some of Chad and Tammy Daybell's adult children will also testify, Prior said, about how Tammy Daybell was suffering from a number of maladies but that she refused to see a doctor, instead treating her illnesses with herbs and oils at home. 
"What's important are facts and evidence," Prior told the jury. "Don't be distracted by speculation, don't be distracted by guesses or suspicions or hunches. It all comes down to facts and evidence." 
The prosecutor, Wood, also described the basics of the case against Daybell, structuring his presentation for jurors like chapters in a book -- an apparent reference to the defendant's previous work as an author. Chad Daybell was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and self-published fiction loosely based on its teachings.

    


In fall 2019, prosecutors say he tried to fraudulently collect on his late wife's life insurance policy, and Vallow Daybell continued to collect both children's social security benefits after they died.
Chad Daybell has pleaded not guilty to the charges, and the trial is expected to take more than two months. Prosecutors said they will seek the death penalty if Daybell is convicted. Daybell's defense attorney John Prior did not return a phone message requesting comment. A judge has issued a gag order in the case, barring attorneys from talking to the media until the trial is over.
The grim story began in the fall of 2019, when extended family members reported the two children missing and law enforcement officials launched a search that spanned several states. The subsequent investigation took several unexpected turns.
Vallow Daybell and Chad Daybell were having an affair when both of their spouses died unexpectedly, investigators said. Vallow Daybell's husband was shot to death by her brother Alex Cox in Arizona in July 2019; the brother told police it was in self-defense.

    


Wood told jurors that the evidence in the case will show that Chad Daybell and Lori Vallow Daybell manipulated Cox into doing their bidding by promising him spiritual rewards.
Several months later, in October 2019, Tammy Daybell died. Chad Daybell initially told police she was battling an illness and died in her sleep, but an autopsy later determined she died of asphyxiation. Vallow Daybell and Chad Daybell married just two weeks after Tammy Daybell died, surprising family members and drawing suspicion from authorities.
Friends later told detectives that Vallow Daybell and Chad Daybell believed they had been reincarnated and were tasked with gathering people before a biblical apocalypse.

    


Wood said Chad Daybell described both children as being possessed before they disappeared, and that he repeatedly predicted to friends that Tammy Daybell would soon die.
The bodies of the children were eventually found buried on Chad Daybell's property. Tylee Ryan's remains had been dismembered and burned, and JJ's remains were bound.
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    [image: Logan Feeney pours a PFAS water sample into a container for research, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency lab in Cincinnati. The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday announced its first-ever limits for several common types of PFAS, the so-called "forever chemicals," in drinking water. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | Logan Feeney pours a PFAS water sample into a container for research, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency lab in Cincinnati. The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday announced its first-ever limits for several common types of PFAS, the so-called "forever chemicals," in drinking water. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vials containing PFAS samples sit in a tray, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency lab in Cincinnati. The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday announced its first-ever limits for several common types of PFAS, the so-called "forever chemicals," in drinking water. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: FILE - Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Regan speaks at the University of Maryland on May 11, 2023, in College Park, Md. The Environmental Protection Agency announced, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, its first-ever limits for several common types of PFAS, the so-called "forever chemicals," in drinking water. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)]
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[image: Jackson Quinn brings PFAS water samples into a temperature controlled room, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency lab in Cincinnati. The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday announced its first-ever limits for several common types of PFAS, the so-called "forever chemicals," in drinking water.(AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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[image: FILE - Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Regan speaks at the University of Maryland on May 11, 2023, in College Park, Md. The Environmental Protection Agency announced, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, its first-ever limits for several common types of PFAS, the so-called "forever chemicals," in drinking water. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)]
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                                        The Biden administration on Wednesday finalized strict limits on certain so-called "forever chemicals" in drinking water that will require utilities to reduce them to the lowest level they can be reliably measured. Officials say this will reduce exposure for 100 million people and help prevent thousands of illnesses, including cancers.
The rule is the first national drinking water limit on toxic PFAS, or perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, which are widespread and long lasting in the environment. 
Health advocates praised the Environmental Protection Agency for not backing away from tough limits the agency proposed last year. But water utilities took issue with the rule, saying treatment systems are expensive to install and that customers will end up paying more for water.
Water providers are entering a new era with significant additional health standards that the EPA says will make tap water safer for millions of consumers -- a Biden administration priority. The agency has also proposed forcing utilities to remove dangerous lead pipes. 





    


Utility groups warn the rules will cost tens of billions of dollars each and fall hardest on small communities with fewer resources. Legal challenges are sure to follow. 
EPA Administrator Michael Regan says the rule is the most important action the EPA has ever taken on PFAS.
"The result is a comprehensive and life-changing rule, one that will improve the health and vitality of so many communities across our country," said Regan.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

PFAS chemicals are hazardous because they don't degrade in the environment and are linked to health issues such as low birth weight and liver disease, along with certain cancers. The EPA estimates the rule will cost about $1.5 billion to implement each year, but doing so will prevent nearly 10,000 deaths over decades and significantly reduce serious illnesses.

    


They've been used in everyday products including nonstick pans, firefighting foam and waterproof clothing. Although some of the most common types are phased out in the U.S., others remain. Water providers will now be forced to remove contamination put in the environment by other industries.
"It's that accumulation that's the problem," said Scott Belcher, a North Carolina State University professor who researches PFAS toxicity. "Even tiny, tiny, tiny amounts each time you take a drink of water over your lifetime is going to keep adding up, leading to the health effects."
PFAS is a broad family of chemical substances, and the new rule sets strict limits on two common types -- called PFOA and PFOS -- at 4 parts per trillion. Three other types that include GenEx Chemicals that are a major problem in North Carolina are limited to 10 parts per trillion. Water providers will have to test for these PFAS chemicals and tell the public when levels are too high. Combinations of some PFAS types will be limited, too. 
Regan will announce the rule in Fayetteville, North Carolina, on Wednesday.
Environmental and health advocates praised the rule, but said PFAS manufacturers knew decades ago the substances were dangerous yet hid or downplayed the evidence. Limits should have come sooner, they argue. 

    


"Reducing PFAS in our drinking water is the most cost effective way to reduce our exposure," said Scott Faber, a food and water expert at Environmental Working Group. "It's much more challenging to reduce other exposures such as PFAS in food or clothing or carpets."
Over the last year, EPA has periodically released batches of utility test results for PFAS in drinking water. Roughly 16% of utilities found at least one of the two strictly limited PFAS chemicals at or above the new limits. These utilities serve tens of millions of people. The Biden administration, however, expects about 6-10% of water systems to exceed the new limits.
Water providers will generally have three years to do testing. If those test exceed the limits, they'll have two more years to install treatment systems, according to EPA officials.
Some funds are available to help utilities. Manufacturer 3M recently agreed to pay more than $10 billion to drinking water providers to settle PFAS litigation. And the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law includes billions to combat the substance. But utilities say more will be needed.

    


For some communities, tests results were a surprise. Last June, a utility outside Philadelphia that serves nearly 9,000 people learned that one of its wells had a PFOA level of 235 parts per trillion, among the highest results in the country at the time.
"I mean, obviously, it was a shock," said Joseph Hastings, director of the joint public works department for the Collegeville and Trappe boroughs, whose job includes solving problems presented by new regulations.
The well was quickly yanked offline, but Hastings still doesn't know the contamination source. Several other wells were above the EPA's new limits, but lower than those the state of Pennsylvania set earlier. Now, Hastings says installing treatment systems could be a multi-million dollar endeavor, a major expense for a small customer base.

    


The new regulation is "going to throw public confidence in drinking water into chaos," said Mike McGill, president of WaterPIO, a water industry communications firm.
The American Water Works Association, an industry group, says it supports the development of PFAS limits in drinking water, but argues the EPA's rule has big problems. 
The agency underestimated its high cost, which can't be justified for communities with low levels of PFAS, and it'll raise customer water bills, the association said. Plus, there aren't enough experts and workers -- and supplies of filtration material are limited.
Work in some places has started. The company Veolia operates utilities serving about 2.3 million people across six eastern states and manages water systems for millions more. Veolia built PFAS treatment for small water systems that serve about 150,000 people. The company expects, however, that roughly 50 more sites will need treatment -- and it's working to scale up efforts to reduce PFAS in larger communities it serves.
Such efforts followed dramatic shifts in EPA's health guidance for PFAS in recent years as more research into its health harms emerged. Less than a decade ago, EPA issued a health advisory that PFOA and PFOS levels combined shouldn't exceed 70 parts per trillion. Now, the agency says no amount is safe.
Public alarm has increased, too. In Minnesota, for example, Amara's Law aims to stop avoidable PFAS use. It's been nearly a year since the law's namesake, Amara Strande, died from a rare cancer her family blames on PFAS contamination by 3M near her high school in Oakdale, although a connection between PFAS and her cancer can't be proven. Biden administration officials say communities shouldn't suffer like Oakdale. 3M says it extends its deepest condolences to Amara's friends and family.
Losing Amara pushed the family towards activism. They've testified multiple times in favor of PFAS restrictions. 
"Four parts per trillion, we couldn't ask for a better standard," Amara's sister Nora said. "It's a very ambitious goal, but anything higher than that is endangering lives."
___
Associated Press data journalist Camille Fassett in San Francisco and reporter Matthew Daly in Washington D.C. contributed to this story.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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    [image: FILE - Supreme Allied Commander Europe, Gen. Christopher Cavoli addresses a media conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Jan. 18, 2024. Cavoli told Congress Wednesday that Ukraine will be outgunned 10 to one by Russia within a matter of weeks if Congress does not find a way to approve sending more ammunition and weapons to Kyiv soon. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The top general for U.S. forces in Europe told Congress Wednesday that Ukraine will be outgunned 10 to one by Russia within a matter of weeks if Congress does not find a way to approve sending more ammunition and weapons to Kyiv soon.
The testimony from Army Gen. Christopher Cavoli, head of U.S. European Command, and Celeste Wallander, assistant secretary of defense for international security affairs, comes as Congress enters pivotal weeks for voting for aid for Ukraine, but there's no guarantee funding will be improved in time.
Ukraine has been rationing its munitions as Congress has delayed passing its $60 billion supplemental bill. 
"They are now being outshot by the Russian side five to one. So the Russians fire five times as many artillery shells at the Ukrainians than the Ukrainians are able to fire back. That will immediately go to 10 to one in a matter of weeks," Cavoli said. "We're not talking about months. We're not talking hypothetically."

    


Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson has been trying to find a way forward for the bill that would fund new rounds of munitions production at U.S. firms to enable the Pentagon to then rush more munitions to Ukraine. Johnson is trying to bring it to the floor for a House vote, but he is facing concerns from members who cite domestic needs, including border security.




The speaker is also facing a threat to his leadership role from his far-right flank by Georgia Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene who has called for his ouster over the issue.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While the political battles on Capitol Hill continue, the dire battlefield situation in Ukraine worsens.
Cavoli told the lawmakers that in this conflict, the U.S. flow of 155mm artillery shells has been a lifeline. "The biggest killer on the battlefield is artillery. In most conflicts, but in this one definitely. And should Ukraine run out, they would run out because we stopped supplying -- because we supply the lion's share of that," Cavoli said.

    


Russia's own production of missiles has ramped up and can launch large-scale attacks every few days. If Ukraine's air defense stocks run out, "those attacks would absolutely cripple the economy, and the civil society as well as the military of Ukraine if they were not defended against without a U.S. provision of interceptors," Cavoli said. 
"Their ability to defend their terrain that they currently hold and their airspace would fade rapidly, will fade rapidly without the supplemental," Cavoli said. 
U.S. Army leaders offered similar dire warnings to the House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee later in the day, saying that the lack of the supplemental is a critical problem for both Ukraine and the U.S. Army.
"The side that can't shoot back, loses, and at this point Ukraine is really starting to be pressed to be able to shoot back. So I am very concerned," said Army Secretary Christine Wormuth. "We saw Ukraine lose some territory a couple of months ago. And I think there is a real danger ...that the Russians could have a breakthrough somewhere in the line."

    


Gen. Randy George, chief of staff of the Army added that the funding is needed to help send Ukraine long-range weapons and air defense systems so they can defend their critical infrastructure and their troops on the front lines.
At the same time, Wormuth and Gen. Randy George, chief of staff of the Army, said that unless Congress approves the supplemental soon, the Army won't have enough money to bring home the troops currently serving in Europe, or funding to train units in the U.S.
"We don't have the transportation money to have them redeploy," said Wormuth, referring to Army units that are deployed across Europe. "We don't have the transportation money to send units to backfill them."
She and George said they also need the money to continue sending units to the national training centers. to avoid outright cancellation of the training rotations, Wormuth said they can try to reduce participation or shrink their size.
"But those are the kinds of hard choices we're looking at. If we don't see the supplementals come across," she said. 

    


If Kyiv falls, it could imperil Ukraine's Baltic NATO member neighbors and potentially drag U.S. troops into a prolonged European war.
At a Capitol Hill press conference on Wednesday, Johnson said: "House members are continuing to actively discuss our options on a path forward."
"It's a very complicated matter at a very complicated time. The clock is ticking on it, and everyone here feels the urgency of that, but what's required is that you reach consensus on it, and that's what we're working on," Johnson said.
Michigan Democrat Rep. Elissa Slotkin urged a vote. 
"Speaker Johnson has a choice to make. I accept that it's a complicated choice. I accept that he's at risk of losing his job over that choice," Slotkin said. 
---
AP broadcast writer Sagar Meghani contributed from Washington, D.C. 
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                    An Arizona Supreme Court decision that would end virtually all abortions in the state puts the issue front and center in a critical 2024 battleground.
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            Arizona makes nearly all abortions illegal in a swing state as election nears, AP Explains

        
        
            An Arizona Supreme Court decision that would end virtually all abortions in the state puts the issue front and center in a critical 2024 battleground.
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            Planned Parenthood Arizona reacts to state's abortion ruling

        
        
            A near-total ban on abortions is set to take effect in Arizona after the state Supreme Court ruled the state can enforce an 1864 law making abortion illegal in all cases except when a mother's life is at stake.
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            Arizona governor calls for 1864 abortion ban to be repealed

        
        
            Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs called for the immediate repeal of an Arizona law from 1864 that effectively bans all abortion in the state except when a woman's life is at stake. The Arizona Supreme Court Tuesday ruled that the state may enforce the long-dormant law.
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    [image: FILE - This file photo shows Celina Washburn at a protest on Sept. 23, 2022, outside the Arizona Capitol in Phoenix to voice her opposition to an abortion ruling. The Arizona Supreme Court ruled Tuesday, April 9, 2024, that the state can enforce its long-dormant law criminalizing all abortions except when a mother's life is at stake. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: FILE - Arizona Supreme Court Justices from left; William G. Montgomery, John R Lopez IV, Vice Chief Justice Ann A. Scott Timmer, Chief Justice Robert M. Brutinel, Clint Bolick and James Beene listen to oral arguments on April 20, 2021, in Phoenix. The Arizona Supreme Court ruled Tuesday, April 9, 2024, that the state can enforce its long-dormant law criminalizing all abortions except when a mother's life is at stake. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego speaks to reporters at the state Capitol in Phoenix on Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jonathan Copper)]
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[image: Arizona state Sen. Eva Burch, D-Phoenix, stands outside of her Capitol office Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. The lawmaker says she plans to have an abortion after learning that her pregnancy is not viable, making the announcement on the state Senate floor Monday, according to the Arizona Republic. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona state Sen. Eva Burch, D-Phoenix, pauses before answering a question as she talks about her decision to have an abortion during an interview at her Capitol office Tuesday, March 19, 2024, in Phoenix. The lawmaker says she plans to have an abortion after learning that her pregnancy is not viable, making the announcement on the state Senate floor Monday, according to the Arizona Republic. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs speaks to reporters at the state Capitol in Phoenix on Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jonathan Copper)]
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[image: Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes speaks to reporters at the state Capitol in Phoenix on Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jonathan Copper)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- The Arizona Supreme Court gave the go-ahead Tuesday to prepare to enforce a long-dormant law that bans nearly all abortions, drastically altering the legal landscape for terminating pregnancies in a state likely to have a key role in the presidential election. 
The law predating Arizona's statehood provides no exceptions for rape or incest and allows abortions only if the mother's life is in jeopardy. Arizona's highest court suggested doctors can be prosecuted under the 1864 law, though the opinion written by the court's majority didn't explicitly say that.
The Tuesday decision threw out an earlier lower-court decision that concluded doctors couldn't be charged for performing abortions in the first 15 weeks of pregnancy.
HOW WE GOT HERE
The Civil War-era law, enacted long before Arizona became a state on Feb. 14, 1912, had been blocked since the U.S. Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision guaranteeing the constitutional right to an abortion nationwide. 





    


After Roe v. Wade was overturned in June 2022, Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich, a Republican, persuaded a state judge lift an injunction that blocked enforcement of the 1864 ban. Then the state Court of Appeals suspended the law as Brnovich's Democratic successor, Attorney General Kris Mayes, urged the state's high court to uphold the appellate court's decision.
The court itself was expanded in 2016 from five justices to seven, all appointed by Republican governors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The high court said enforcement won't begin for at least two weeks. However, plaintiffs say it could be up to two months, based on an agreement in a related case to delay enforcement if the justices upheld the pre-statehood ban.
WHO CAN BE PROSECUTED UNDER THE 1864 LAW?
The law orders prosecution for "a person who provides, supplies or administers to a pregnant woman, or procures such woman to take any medicine, drugs or substance, or uses or employs any instrument or other means whatever, with intent thereby to procure the miscarriage of such woman, unless it is necessary to save her life."

    


The Arizona Supreme Court suggested in its ruling Tuesday that physicians can be prosecuted, though justices didn't say that outright.
"In light of this Opinion, physicians are now on notice that all abortions, except those necessary to save a woman's life, are illegal," and additional criminal and regulatory sanctions may apply to abortions performed after 15 weeks of pregnancy, the ruling said.
The law carries a sentence of two to five years in prison upon conviction. Lawyers for Planned Parenthood Arizona said they believe criminal penalties will apply only to doctors. But the penalties also apply to providing abortion pills -- the most common method in the United States. 
In other places with abortion bans, some women have obtained pills both through underground networks and from telehealth from medical providers in states that have laws intended to protect prescribers from out-of-state prosecutions. This was already illegal in Arizona, the attorney general's office said. 
Dr. Maria Phillis, an Ohio OB-GYN with a law degree, said she believes women who obtain pills through those means could be prosecuted under the 1864 law. Across the country, new abortion bans have not been used to prosecute women in similar cases, and measures that have been introduced to punish those who obtain abortions have not been adopted.

    


Fourteen other states are now enforcing bans on abortion in all stages of pregnancy.
POLITICS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE
The ruling puts the issue of abortion access front and center in a state key to this year's elections to decide the presidency and partisan control of the U.S. Senate.
Democrats immediately pounced, blaming former President Donald Trump for the loss of abortion access because he appointed the justices who formed the majority that ended the national right to abortion.
President Joe Biden and his allies are emphasizing efforts to restore abortion rights, while Trump has avoided endorsing a national abortion ban, saying states should decide and warning that the issue could lead to Republican losses. The court decision gives Arizona the strictest abortion law of the top-tier battleground states.

    


Staunch Trump ally and abortion opponent Kari Lake is challenging Democratic Rep. Ruben Gallego for the U.S. Senate seat being vacated by independent Sen. Kyrsten Sinema.
WHAT'S NEXT? LEGAL, LEGISLATIVE AND POLITICAL BATTLES
The court gave the parties two weeks to decide whether to file legal claims.
Gov. Katie Hobbs called on the state Legislature to act immediately to undo the law before it took effect. 
"They could gavel in today and make a motion to repeal this ban," Hobbs said Wednesday on "CBS Mornings." "And they should do that. I'm hopeful that they will because this will have devastating consequences for Arizona."
But GOP lawmakers shut down an effort to force a vote on such a measure Wednesday.
A near-total ban could drastically reduce abortions in Arizona, from about 1,100 monthly as estimated by a survey for the Society of Family Planning. 

    


And voters could get a say in November. Abortion rights advocates said they already have more than enough signatures to add a ballot question asking voters to approve a constitutional amendment protecting the right to abortion until viability, when a fetus could survive outside the womb. Later abortions would be allowed to save the woman's life or protect her physical or mental health.
___
Lee reported from Santa Fe, New Mexico. Associated Press reporters Laura Ungar in Louisville, Kentucky, and Geoff Mulvihill in Chicago contributed to this article.
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The Latest | Israeli strike kills 3 sons of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh
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            Israeli troops seen near border with Gaza as Netanyahu renews pledge to attack Rafah

        
        
            Smoke rose into the sky over the Gaza Strip on Tuesday and Israeli tanks were seen at the border area with enclave after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu escalated his pledge to invade the southern Gaza city of Rafah. (AP video by Alon Bernstein )
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Smoke rose into the sky over the Gaza Strip on Tuesday and Israeli tanks were seen at the border area with enclave after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu escalated his pledge to invade the southern Gaza city of Rafah. (AP video by Alon Bernstein )
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            Aid trucks move into Gaza through Rafah crossing as UN, several countries demand more be allowed in

        
        
            Trucks with aid supplies entered Gaza on Tuesday even as the United Nations and several countries demanded that Israel allow more into the area to reach the hundreds of thousands in need. (AP video by shot by Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Counterterrorism expert explains how an Israel-Hamas hostage deal could alter the war

        
        
            Egyptian officials said Tuesday that mediators have presented a new cease-fire proposal to Hamas and Israel that would include a six-week pause in fighting and a swap of 40 Hamas-held hostages for at least 700 Palestinians imprisoned by Israel.
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    [image: Palestinians mourn over the bodies of their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the morgue of Al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Parachutes drop supplies into the northern Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: A man reacts next to the body of a boy killed in an Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Bodies of people killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip are brought to al Aqsa Hospital in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Relatives of hostages held in Gaza and their supporters move into an intersection to protest outside of the Prime Minister's office to call for an immediate release of the captives for the Jewish holiday of Passover as the war cabinet meets in Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers look at destroyed buildings in the Gaza Strip as they stand near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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[image: Palestinians walk through the destruction in the wake of an Israeli air and ground offensive in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Monday, April 8, 2024. Israel says it has withdrawn its last ground troops from the city, ending a four-month operation. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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                                        An Israeli airstrike in Gaza killed three sons of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, according to Israel's army and the militant group's official media, with Haniyeh accusing Israel of acting in "the spirit of revenge and murder." 

The Israeli military confirmed it carried out the attack Wednesday, saying the men conducted militant activity in central Gaza, without elaborating. Hamas said four of the leader's grandchildren were also killed.

In an interview with the Al Jazeera satellite channel, Haniyeh said the killings would not pressure Hamas into softening its positions amid ongoing cease-fire negotiations with Israel, brokered by international mediators.

    



Haniyeh left Gaza in 2019 and lives in exile in Qatar. The top Hamas leader in Gaza is Yehya Sinwar, who masterminded the Oct. 7 attack on Israel that sparked the war. Some 1,200 people were killed in the attack, mostly civilians, and Palestinian militants took around 250 people hostage.





Israel's six-month war against Hamas has devastated the Gaza Strip and pushed the tiny Palestinian territory into a humanitarian crisis, leaving more than 1 million people on the brink of starvation. 

Israeli bombardments and ground offensives have killed at least 33,360 Palestinians and wounded 74,993, Gaza's Health Ministry says. The ministry doesn't differentiate between civilians and combatants in its tally, but says women and children make up two-thirds of the dead. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Currently:

-- An Israeli airstrike in Gaza kills 3 sons and 4 grandchildren of top Hamas leader

-- Trump renews criticism of Jewish voters who back Biden: 'Should have their head examined'

-- Muslims worldwide celebrate Eid al-Fitr in the shadow of Gaza's misery

-- Israel threatens to strike Iran directly if Iran launches attack from its territory

-- At U.N. court, Germany rejects allegations that it's facilitating acts of genocide in Gaza

-- Find more AP coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

    



Here's the latest:
BIDEN VOWS 'IRONCLAD' SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL AS IRAN THREATENS TO STRIKE



WASHINGTON -- U.S. President Joe Biden emphasized his country's "ironclad" support for Israel on Wednesday as Iran vows to retaliate for this month's deadly strike on the Iranian Consulate in Syria. 

The U.S. military believes Israel carried out the airstrike on Iran's diplomatic station, which killed two top generals and others. Israel has not commented on the attack, however Tehran says it holds Israel responsible. The White House says it had no prior knowledge of the operation, but has repeatedly promised to back Israel in the face of Iranian threats.

Biden spoke Wednesday alongside Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, who is in Washington for an official visit.

    



"We also want to address the Iranian threat -- to launch a significant attack on Israel," Biden said during a joint news conference. 

"Our commitment to Israel's security against these threats from Iran and its proxies is ironclad. We say it again, ironclad, and we're going to do all we can to protect Israel's security," Biden said. 

Earlier Wednesday, Iran's supreme leader repeated a promise to retaliate against Israel. And Israel's foreign minister threatened Wednesday that his country's forces would strike Iran directly if the Islamic Republic launched an attack from its territory against Israel.

Since the Israel's war in Gaza against Hamas began six months ago, there have been near-daily exchanges of fire along the Israel-Lebanon border between Israeli forces and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran. 

Tehran also backs an umbrella group of Iraqi militias that have attacked U.S. military bases and positions in Syria and Iraq.
FOOD AID CHARITY SAYS ISRAELI STRIKE WOUNDED PALESTINIAN STAFFER ON SAME DAY AS DEADLY CONVOY ATTACKS

    



JERUSALEM -- A off-duty Palestinian staff member with the food aid charity World Central Kitchen was badly wounded by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza on April 1, the same day seven other staffers were killed in a separate Israeli attack.

The staffer, identified only as Amro, was pulled from the rubble of a residence after an Israeli strike hit a nearby mosque, in the vicinity of a WCK warehouse and kitchen, the charity said Wednesday. He spent time in a coma, and WCK said is still recovering in a hospital from head and hand injuries. 

Amro had joined WCK at the start of the year, the charity said in a statement, and before the war had owned a sweet shop that was destroyed by Israeli bombardments. 

    



The statement said Amro turned down chances to leave Gaza several times: "He always says, 'I am here serving people hot food every day. I will not leave my job and let them suffer.'"

On April 1, Israeli airstrikes on an aid convoy killed seven WCK workers -- six foreigners and one Palestinian. Israel says the deaths were a tragic error. WCK laid the blame squarely on Israel's military, saying the army had coordinated over the movement of the cars carrying the workers as they left northern Gaza.

Nearly every day, strikes level buildings with Palestinian families inside, killing men, women and children, with no explanation of the target or independent accountability over the proportionality of the strike. Israel blames the large number of civilian casualties on militants, saying they operate among the population.
ISRAEL PLANS TO OPEN A NEW ENTRY POINT FOR AID INTO NORTHERN GAZA INSTEAD OF THE DAMAGED EREZ CROSSING



TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israel will soon open a new crossing to deliver humanitarian aid into the hard-hit northern Gaza Strip, Israel's Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Wednesday.

Gallant's announcement comes at a time of heavy U.S. pressure to increase the flow of desperately needed aid into Gaza. Earlier Wednesday, U.S. President Joe Biden said Israel's efforts are still "not enough."

Israeli officials say the new crossing will be built instead of using the damaged Erez crossing, which Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged last week to open. Erez was destroyed by Hamas militants during their Oct. 7 attack and was designed for pedestrians, not cargo, according to COGAT, the Israeli military body in charge of Palestinian civilian affairs.

An official from COGAT said the new crossing would be close to the beachfront on Gaza's northern tip. It was not clear exactly when the crossing will be opened. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk to the media.

At a briefing with reporters, Gallant said Israel plans a number of additional steps to improve the humanitarian situation - including using its port in the southern Israeli city of Ashdod to accept aid shipments for the Palestinians. It was not clear when the port would open.

He also says Israel will allow Jordan to deliver more aid to Gaza, and that Israel is working with the U.S. on infrastructure projects such as new water lines.

Israel faces pressure from the U.S. to increase aid into Gaza, where its offensive has wreaked an unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe. Aid groups say supplies are not reaching people quickly enough, blaming Israeli restrictions and noting that thousands of trucks are waiting to enter Gaza. 

___

Associated Press writer Julia Frankel contributed.
BIDEN SAYS ISRAEL STILL NOT DOING ENOUGH TO GET AID INTO GAZA



WASHINGTON -- U.S. President Joe Biden said Wednesday that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is not doing enough to increase humanitarian aid into Gaza.

"We'll see what he does in terms of meeting the commitments that he made to me," Biden said at the White House.

Biden has warned Netanyahu that future U.S. support for the war depends on swift implementation of new steps to protect civilians and aid workers. Although the flow of trucks has increased since Biden spoke with Netanyahu last week, the U.S. president said Israel should open another access point in Gaza's north. 

Israel halted aid deliveries to Gaza in the early days of the war, but under U.S. pressure has slowly increased the number of trucks allowed to enter the territory.

Still, aid groups say supplies are not reaching desperate people quickly enough, blaming Israeli restrictions and noting that thousands of trucks are waiting to enter Gaza. Countries have attempted less efficient ways to deliver aid, including airdrops and by sea.
IRAN'S SUPREME LEADER AGAIN PLEDGES RETALIATION AGAINST ISRAEL OVER KILLINGS OF IRANIAN GENERALS



JERUSALEM -- Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei again promised to retaliate against Israel over the killings of Iranian generals in a strike on its consulate in Syria.

Khamenei spoke Wednesday at a prayer ceremony in Tehran celebrating the first day of the Eid al-Fitr holiday and the end of the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan. He said last week's attack on Iran's consulate in Damascus, widely blamed on Israel, was akin to an attack on Iranian territory. "The evil regime must be punished, and it will be punished," he added.

Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz appeared to respond, posting on social platform X in both Farsi and Hebrew: "If Iran attacks from its territory, Israel will respond and attack in Iran."

The strike on April 1 killed 12 people, including seven Iranian Revolutionary Guard members, four Syrians and a Hezbollah militia member. Israel has not acknowledged its involvement, though it has been bracing for an Iranian response to the attack, which marked a significant escalation in their long-running shadow war.

Iran supports anti-Israeli militant groups like Hamas, who are battling Israeli forces in the Gaza Strip, as well as the Lebanese Hezbollah.
BIDEN CALLS NETANYAHU'S APPROACH TO WAR AGAINST HAMAS A 'MISTAKE'



TEL AVIV, Israel -- U.S. President Joe Biden says Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's approach to the war against Hamas is mistaken.

Biden's remarks in an interview that aired late Tuesday deepen an already growing rift between the two staunch allies over the war, now in its seventh month. Those disagreements have compounded over the worsening humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip, Israel's expected offensive in the city of Rafah and Israel's recent strike on a humanitarian convoy, which killed seven aid workers, most of them foreigners.

"What he's doing is a mistake. I don't agree with his approach," Biden told U.S. Spanish-language broadcaster Univision in an interview conducted on April 3, two days after the strike on the World Central Kitchen aid convoy. He was responding to a question about whether Netanyahu was letting political considerations steer his decision-making in the war.

Biden said Israel should agree to a cease-fire, flood beleaguered Gaza with aid for the next six to eight weeks and allow regional countries to help distribute the aid. "It should be done now," he said.

The Biden administration was outspoken in its support for Israel following the Oct. 7 Hamas attack, but in recent weeks has stepped up criticism of Israel's approach to the war.

Israel and Hamas are holding talks meant to bring about a cease-fire in exchange for the release of hostages, although the sides still disagree on key terms of a deal.
AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER CRITICIZED FOR SUGGESTING POSSIBLE RECOGNITION OF A PALESTINIAN STATE



MELBOURNE, Australia -- Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong is facing criticism after she raised the prospect of Australia recognizing a Palestinian state.

Wong said in a speech late Tuesday that recognizing Palestinian statehood could be the only way to end the cycle of violence in the Middle East and build momentum toward a two-state solution amid ongoing conflict between Palestinians and Israel. She said Wednesday she wasn't changing Australia's position, but was starting a conversation.

"We've made no such decision. The discussion I want to have is to look at what is happening in the international community where there is the very important debate about how it is we secure long-lasting peace in a region which has known so much conflict," Wong told Australian Broadcasting Corp.

Wong said Hamas must free hostages and that the militant group would have no place in a Palestinian state. She also said there needed to be an immediate humanitarian cease-fire so that aid could be delivered to Gaza. And she urged Israel not to invade the southern Gaza city of Rafah because of the risk to civilians.

Both Australia's center-left Labor Party government and the conservative opposition parties support a two-party solution in the Middle East.

But opposition spokesperson on foreign affairs Simon Birmingham called it "downright dangerous to reward (Hamas for its Oct. 7 attack on Israel) with a fast track to recognition of statehood."
ISRAELI AIRSTRIKE ON HOME IN CENTRAL GAZA KILLS 11 PEOPLE



DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- An Israeli airstrike hit a home in central Gaza on Tuesday evening, killing at least 11 people, including seven women and children, hospital officials said.

After the strike hit in the town of Zawaida, Associated Press footage showed one man carrying the limp body of a little girl and laying her with the bodies of other dead children on the floor at the main hospital in nearby Deir al-Balah. Hospital officials said the dead included five children and two women.

The strike came as the Israeli military withdrew its forces from the southern city of Khan Younis this week, ending a monthslong ground assault that left large parts of the city in ruins. Still, airstrikes have continued in the past days, including in Gaza's southernmost city of Rafah, where Israel says it plans to launch its next ground assault.
FAMILIES OF HOSTAGES HELD IN GAZA MEET WITH U.S. VICE PRESIDENT



WASHINGTON -- Several family members of hostages held by Hamas met with U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris at the White House on Tuesday and urged for a deal that would release their loved ones and implement a temporary cease-fire in Gaza.

"The only hope for peace is through the release of all the hostages now," said Jonathan Dekel-Chen, the father of American hostage Sagui Dekel-Chen. On a potential hostage agreement, Dekel-Chen stressed that the world is waiting for "Hamas to get to yes."

Rachel Goldberg, the mother of American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, called the meeting with Harris "very productive." She expressed gratitude to the White House and lawmakers for their support, but added: "We need results. We need our people home."

"You can believe as we do that it is horrible that innocent civilians in Gaza are suffering," Goldberg said. "And at the same time, you can also know that it is horrible and against international law for hostages to be held against their will."

During the meeting, Harris emphasized that she and President Joe Biden "have no higher priority than reuniting the hostages with their loved ones," according to a White House readout, as she gave an update on the administration's efforts on a hostage deal.
U.S. DEFENSE SECRETARY TELLS CONGRESS THAT ISRAEL IS TAKING STEPS TO BOOST AID TO GAZA



WASHINGTON -- U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin told Congress Tuesday that pressure on Israel to improve humanitarian aid to Gaza appears to be working, but he said more must be done and it remains to be seen if the improvement will continue.

"It clearly had an effect. We have seen changes in behavior, and we have seen more humanitarian assistance being pushed into Gaza," Austin said in a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing. "Hopefully that trend will continue."

Austin's comments came during a session that was interrupted several times by protesters shouting at him to stop sending weapons to Israel. "Stop the genocide," they said, as they lifted their hands, stained in red, in the air. A number of senators also decried the civilian casualties, saying the administration needs to do more to press Israel to protect the population in Gaza.

In response, Austin said he spoke with his Israeli counterpart, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, on Monday and that he repeated U.S. insistence that Israel must move civilians out of the battlespace in Gaza and properly care for them.

Austin and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. CQ Brown Jr. were testifying on Capitol Hill about the Pentagon's $850 billion budget for 2025. 
BLINKEN SAYS ISRAEL HASN'T TOLD U.S. ABOUT ANY SPECIFIC DATE TO LAUNCH RAFAH INVASION



WASHIGNTON -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Tuesday said Israel has not apprised the U.S. of any specific date for the start of a major offensive into the southern Gaza city of Rafah, but added that American and Israeli officials remained in contact to try to ensure that "any kind of major military operation doesn't do real harm to civilians."

Blinken spoke a day after Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu vowed that a date has been set to invade Rafah. The city is filled with around 1.4 million Palestinians, most of whom are displaced from other parts of the Gaza Strip. The United States, Israel's closest ally, has said a ground operation into Rafah would be a mistake and has demanded to see a credible plan to protect civilians.

Washington has also been applying pressure on Israel to improve humanitarian aid to Gaza, where half the population is starving and on the brink of famine due to Israel's tight restrictions on allowing aid trucks through.

"We're looking at a number of critical things that need to happen in the coming days," Blinken said, referring to recent Israeli announcements on the opening of new aid routes into Gaza and more active efforts to avoid casualties to both civilians and humanitarian relief workers. "But what matters is results and sustained results and this is what we will be looking at very carefully in the days ahead."

That includes getting assistance in and distributed to all of the territory "not just in the south, or in central Gaza. It has to get to the north as well," he said.
FRANCE USING 'ALL INFLUENCE' TO PERSUADE ISRAEL TO OPEN GAZA CROSSINGS TO AID CONVOYS



PARIS -- France's foreign minister says his country is using "all levels of influence," including threats of sanctions, to force Israel to open crossings with Gaza for vital humanitarian aid to reach Palestinians. 

France was the first country to propose European Union sanctions against violent Israeli settlers in the occupied West Bank, Foreign Minister Stephane Sejourne said in an interview Tuesday with French broadcasters RFI and FRANCE 24. 

He added: "We have multiple ways to utilize our influence, obviously, we can provide more sanctions ... to let humanitarian aid convoys cross checkpoints" and reach people in Gaza.

Sejourne did not elaborate on what kind of sanctions he was referring to. It is highly unlikely that France would impose any eventual sanctions without broader EU support, and the EU has been divided over policy toward Israel.
ISRAEL SHOOTS DOWN A DRONE OVER THE RED SEA






JERUSALEM -- Israel shot down a drone over the Red Sea overnight in what the military described as the first deployment of its naval Iron Dome missile defense system.

The military said that a Corvette warship shot down the drone as it flew east over waters near the southern Israeli city of Eilat. The military released grainy aerial footage of the missile making contact with an aircraft.

It was not immediately clear who was directing the drone. Yemen's Houthi rebels have been conducting near daily attacks on commercial and military ships in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, launching drones and missiles from rebel-held areas of Yemen.

The Israeli defense system, called the "C-Dome," is a naval version of the Iron Dome, which has been used to shoot down rockets fired from the Gaza Strip for the past decade.
TURKEY AND ISRAEL PUTTING UP TRADE BARRIERS AS RELATIONS DETERIORATE 



JERUSALEM -- Foreign Minister Israel Katz says Israel is preparing a ban on products from Turkey after Ankara announced it was restricting exports to Israel.

Turkey said earlier Tuesday it is restricting exports of dozens of products to Israel, including aluminum, steel, construction products and chemical fertilizers. It said it would continue the measures until Israel declares a cease-fire and allows the uninterrupted flow of aid to Gaza.

Katz said in a post on X, formerly Twitter, that Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is sacrificing the economic interests of his citizens "for his support of Hamas."

Relations between Turkey and Israel have been frosty for years, although trade ties between the two countries are strong.

NATO-member Turkey is among the strongest critics of Israel's military actions in Gaza.

Erdogan has repeatedly called for an immediate cease-fire and accused Israel of committing genocide in its military campaign in Gaza. The Israeli Foreign Ministry had no additional comment.
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Track and field becomes first sport to pay prize money at Olympics. Paris gold medalists get $50,000
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                                        Track and field is set to become the first sport to introduce prize money at the Olympics, with World Athletics saying Wednesday it would pay $50,000 to gold medalists in Paris.
The move is a symbolic break with the amateur past of the Olympics in one of the games' most-watched events.
The governing body of athletics said it was setting aside $2.4 million to pay the gold medalists across the 48 men's, women's and mixed events on the track and field program for this year's Paris Olympics. Relay teams will split the $50,000 between their members. Payments for silver and bronze medalists are planned to start from the 2028 Olympics in Los Angeles.
World Athletics President Sebastian Coe told reporters that the move is meant "to recognize that the revenue share that we receive is in large part because our athletes are the stars of the show." 

    


The prize money will come out of the share of Olympic revenue that that the IOC distributes to World Athletics. 
However, the move could upset the balance of power in the Olympic movement ahead of the Paris Games. Coe said World Athletics only gave the International Olympic Committee "a heads-up" of its intentions on Wednesday morning, shortly before it published its announcement. 




In response, the IOC said it was up to each sport's governing body to decide how to spend its share of Olympic revenue.
"The IOC redistributes 90% of all its income, in particular to the National Olympic Committees (NOCs) and International Federations (IFs)," the IOC said. "This means that, every day, the equivalent of $4.2 million goes to help athletes and sports organizations at all levels around the world. It is up to each IF and NOC to determine how to best serve their athletes and the global development of their sport." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The modern Olympics originated as an amateur sports event and the IOC does not award prize money. However, many medalists receive payments from their countries' governments, national sports bodies or from sponsors. 

    


"I'm probably the last generation to have been on the 75-pence (95-cent) meal voucher and second-class rail fare, competing for my own country. So believe me, I do understand the nature of the transition we've been in," Coe said. 
The British runner won gold in the 1,500 meters at the 1980 and 1984 Games in an era when Olympic track was on the verge of opening up to professional athletes.
"It's a completely different planet from when I was competing, so it's very important that this sport recognizes the change in that landscape and the added pressures on many competitors."
The United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee awarded $37,500 to gold medalists at the last Summer Games in Tokyo in 2021. Singapore's National Olympic Council promises $1 million for Olympic gold, a feat only achieved once so far by a Singaporean competitor.
In sports like tennis and golf, the Olympic tournament is the only time in a season that many pro players compete for free, with medals on offer but no prize money. But Coe didn't want to speculate on whether other events could follow track and field's lead. 

    


"I've always made it a point not to speak on behalf of other sports," Coe said.
The move by World Athletics could be seen as an indicator of Coe's intentions for the Olympics as a whole if he makes a run for the IOC presidency.
"I haven't ruled it in, and I certainly haven't ruled it out," Coe said last year when asked whether he would consider running for the IOC's top post when Thomas Bach's term ends in 2025. The IOC typically disapproves of any public campaigning for the presidency and Coe's comments drew criticism from Bach.
There's no sign yet of any other Olympic sport following track's lead. World Athletics is an outlier financially since it gets almost all its funding from its own events like the world championships. The governing bodies for many smaller sports depend on their IOC payments to survive the four-year cycle until the next Games. 
World Aquatics, which oversees events like swimming, diving and water polo, told The Associated Press it considered introducing Olympic prize money in the run-up to the last Summer Olympics in Tokyo but instead opted to increase prize funds at its own competitions. Its world championships paid $20,000 per individual gold medal this year.

    


Olympic gold medalists in track and field will still earn less prize money than at World Athletics' own world championships. Last year's edition in Budapest paid out prize money down to eighth place with $70,000 on offer for individual gold medalists.
Athletes will have to pass "the usual anti-doping procedures" at the Olympics before they receive the new prize money, World Athletics added.
It's uncertain how prize money would fit into the American college system, though recent changes that allow players to profit from sponsorship deals have undercut restrictions on athlete payments.

    


"I sincerely hope so," Coe said when asked if he expected the NCAA to allow college athletes to accept Olympic prize money. "The rules and protocols have changed, and I can't imagine the NCAA would think that this is in any way other than helpful for the support and the ecosystem that the athletes are now operating under."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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Internet providers must now be more transparent about fees, pricing, FCC says
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Much like nutritional labels on food products, "broadband labels" for internet packages will soon tell you just what is going into the pricing of your service, thanks to new rules adopted by the Federal Communications Commission this week.
"If you've ever shopped for home or mobile internet, you can understand how hard it can be to understand what you're actually paying for," said Jon Donenberg, Deputy Director of the White House National Economic Council, on a call with reporters. "The broadband nutrition label is a tool that can help consumers make sure they have a clear, straightforward explanation of home and mobile services before signing up for anything."
Following the design of FDA food labels, these broadband labels will provide easy-to-understand, accurate information about the cost and performance of high-speed internet service to help consumers avoid junk fees, price hikes, and other unexpected costs.

    


Internet service providers selling home access or mobile broadband plans will be required to have a label for each plan beginning April 10.
The labels will be mandated to appear at any point of sale, including online and in stores, and they will be required to disclose all pricing information -- including introductory rates, data allowances, and speeds. The labels will also include links to information about network management practices and privacy policies.




Here's what you need to know.
WHAT'S BEHIND THE NEW LABELING?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hidden fees and unexpected rate hikes have dogged consumers shopping for internet service for years, and the Biden administration has been cracking down on "junk fees" (opaque and misleading fee structures) across industries -- including banking, hotel and airline pricing, and utility and phone services -- for the past several years. 
On a call Tuesday, a spokesperson for the FCC clarified that the labels "cannot be buried in multiple clicks" or hidden in a way that a consumer might miss.

    


"Fees can make it hard to understand the true cost of an internet plan," said Donenberg, adding that the agency is "committed to rooting out surprise junk fees that some companies pile on to your bills."
WHAT INFORMATION WILL EACH LABEL CONTAIN?
1. Monthly price and contract length
2. Whether that price will change after a certain period and what it will change to
3. Complete list of monthly and one-time fees, and early termination fee
4. Whether the company participates in the Affordable Connectivity Program and link to check if one qualifies
5. "Typical" download and upload speeds, and latency
6. Data cap and price beyond that cap
7. Links to network management (e.g., zero rating and content blocking) and privacy policies

WHAT IF I DON'T UNDERSTAND SOMETHING ON THE LABELS?
A glossary is available to help consumers better understand the information displayed on the label. 
WHAT IF A PROVIDER DOESN'T DISPLAY THE LABEL?
If a provider does not display their labels or posts inaccurate information about its fees or service plans, consumers can file a complaint with the FCC Consumer Complaint Center.
WHEN DO THESE RULES TAKE EFFECT?
While many providers will begin displaying their labels in April, some firms with less than 100,000 subscribers will have until Oct. 10, 2024, to comply with the FCC rules.
"The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism." 
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Higher gas and rents keep US inflation elevated, likely delaying Fed rate cuts

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Customers drink coffee at the Blind Tiger Cafe Jan. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)]
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[image: Apple iPads are displayed in a Costco warehouse Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Sheridan, Colo. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: An unsold 2024 Cooper SE electric hardtop sits on the showroom floor of a Mini dealership Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Loveland, Colo. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Gas prices are seen at a gas station in Riverwoods, Ill., Monday, April 1, 2024. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: FILE - Signs for apartment rentals are displayed in Glenview, Ill., on Jan. 29, 2024. Consumer inflation remained persistently high last month, boosted by gas, rents, auto insurance and other items, the government said Wednesday. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: Apple iPads are displayed in a Costco warehouse Sunday, March 17, 2024, in Sheridan, Colo. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: An unsold 2024 Cooper SE electric hardtop sits on the showroom floor of a Mini dealership Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Loveland, Colo. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | An unsold 2024 Cooper SE electric hardtop sits on the showroom floor of a Mini dealership Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Loveland, Colo. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
An unsold 2024 Cooper SE electric hardtop sits on the showroom floor of a Mini dealership Thursday, April 4, 2024, in Loveland, Colo. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gas prices are seen at a gas station in Riverwoods, Ill., Monday, April 1, 2024. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Consumer inflation remained persistently high last month, boosted by gas, rents, auto insurance and other items, the government said Wednesday in a report that will likely give pause to the Federal Reserve as it considers how often -- or even whether -- to cut interest rates this year.
Prices outside the volatile food and energy categories rose 0.4% from February to March, the same accelerated pace as in the previous month. Measured from a year earlier, these core prices are up 3.8%, unchanged from the year-over-year rise in February. The Fed closely tracks core prices because they tend to provide a good read of where inflation is headed. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Wednesday's figures represent a disappointment for the White House. Republican critics of President Joe Biden have sought to pin the blame for high prices on the president and use it as a cudgel to derail his re-election bid. Polls show that despite a healthy job market, a near-record-high stock market and a decline inflation from its peak, many Americans blame Biden for high prices. 

    


The March figures, the third straight month of inflation readings well above the Fed's 2% target, provide concerning evidence that inflation is stuck at an elevated level after having steadily dropped in the second half of 2023. The latest numbers threaten to torpedo the prospect of multiple rate cuts this year. Fed officials have made clear that with the economy healthy, they're in no rush to cut their benchmark rate despite their earlier projections that they would do so three times this year. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report "pours cold water on the view that the faster readings in January and February simply represented the start of new-year price increases that were not likely to persist," Kathy Bostjancic, chief economist at Nationwide, said in a research note. "The lack of moderation in inflation will undermine Fed officials' confidence that inflation is on a sustainable course back to 2% and likely delays rate cuts to September at the earliest and could push off rate reductions to next year."

    


On Wall Street, traders sent stock prices tumbling and bond yields rising, reflecting fear that the Fed may delay interest rate cuts indefinitely. The broad S&P 500 stock index was off about 1% in late-morning trading. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Chair Jerome Powell has stressed that the Fed's policymakers need more confidence that inflation is steadily slowing to their target level before they will support a rate cut. Lower rates could fuel faster growth and potentially push inflation higher. Powell's stance has elevated the profile of the monthly inflation data in determining when the Fed might start cutting rates. Lower rates would lead, over time, to reduced borrowing costs for businesses and consumers.
Overall consumer prices rose 0.4% from February to March, the same as in the previous month. Compared with a year ago, prices rose 3.5%, up from a year-over-year figure of 3.2% in February.
The Fed closely tracks a separate inflation gauge that has been coming in below the consumer price index, released Wednesday. Yet those figures will likely come in high enough to concern policymakers.

    


The persistence of elevated U.S. inflation complicates Biden's claims to be making steady progress against higher prices. The president has argued that further improvement would be possible if Republicans in Congress would back his policies, which include efforts to lower costs for prescription drugs, reduce so-called "junk fees," and write off some student debts.
Biden had previously suggested that lower inflation would lead the Fed to cut rates, but he hedged that prediction on Wednesday. "This may delay it a month or so," Biden said at a news conference with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, adding that he's "not so sure" exactly what the Fed would do.
The costs of owning a vehicle were a key reason why prices jumped last month: Auto insurance surged 2.6% in March and are up a dramatic 22% from a year ago. That increase reflects, in part, the rise in new-car prices over the past two years. 

    


Average auto repair costs increased 1.7% from February to March and are up a sharp 8.2% from a year earlier. And the price of gas to power most vehicles surged 1.7% last month. Prices for new and used cars, though, fell slightly. 
Clothing costs jumped 0.7% in March, the second straight month of sizable increases, though they have barely risen over the past year. Grocery prices, though, were unchanged last month and are just 1.2% higher than they were a year ago, providing some relief to consumers after the huge spikes in food prices in the previous two years.
The chronically elevated inflation so far this year does suggest that American consumers, on average, remain confident enough to keep spending despite steady price increases, said Laura Rosner-Warburton, senior economist at MacroPolicy Perspectives, a consulting firm. Likewise, she said, the surge in auto insurance and repair costs reflect the previous sharp increases in auto sales prices. 

    


"It means that the consumer's in good shape and accepting price increases still," Rosner-Warburton said. 
Though inflation has plummeted from its peak of 9.1% in June 2022, average prices are still well above where they were before the pandemic. This has meant hardships for many lower-income families, whose wages may not have fully kept up with rising prices. 
Derrick Chubbs, president of the Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida, said his organization is providing 300,000 meals a day, even more than the 250,000 it supplied in November 2022. The people his organization serves, he said, increasingly include homeowners. And most of them are employed.
Chubbs said the beneficiaries typically live paycheck-to-paycheck and are vulnerable to any sharp change in their financial circumstances. Most are still struggling to recover from the jump in costs over the past three years, including in rents, child care and car ownership -- practically a necessity in a region with limited public transportation.
"If anything throws them off, it's going to take them a while to recover," Chubbs said. "Just because things get better, that doesn't mean that I've caught up with everything."
___
AP Writer Josh Boak contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/inflation-prices-rates-economy-federal-reserve-biden-f02b969d1b44a7ccb0385be03f766de0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    The Masters is a reunion of the world's best players -- but the numbers are shrinking | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Masters a reunion of the world's best players. But the numbers are shrinking

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Tyrrell Hatton, of England, reacts on the 11th hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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[image: Phil Mickelson warms up on the driving range before a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Scottie Scheffler hits his tee shot on the 10th hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Sam Burns waits to hit on the 10th hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Hideki Matsuyama, of Japan, putts on the 11th hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Jon Rahm, of Spain, watches his tee shot on the fourth hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Phil Mickelson warms up on the driving range before a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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[image: Sam Burns waits to hit on the 10th hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Hideki Matsuyama, of Japan, putts on the 11th hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Jon Rahm, of Spain, watches his tee shot on the fourth hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- More than golf's first major championship of the year, the Masters represents unification. This is the first time since July at the British Open the best players regardless of their tours compete against each other -- same course, same tournament, same television network.
"I believe everyone agrees there's excitement in the air this week," Masters Chairman Fred Ridley said Wednesday. "The best players in the world are together once again."
Still unclear at Augusta National is for how much longer.
Saudi-funded LIV Golf has 13 players at the Masters, seven of them former champions who can play as long as they want. That's down from 18 a year ago. Only nine LIV players are assured of being back to Augusta National next year, depending on how they fare in the majors this year.
Ridley offered little hope the pathway for LIV to Augusta National was about to get wider.

    


He said the Official World Golf Ranking was a "legitimate determiner" of the best in golf, bad news for a rival league that does not get world ranking points. And while the Masters annually reviews its criteria for invitations, Ridley announced no new changes.




Instead, he leaned on the Masters being an invitational, and the club alone decides who it deems worthy of getting that elegant, cream-colored invitation in the mail.
"If we felt that there were a player or players, whether they played on the LIV Tour or any other tour, who were deserving of an invitation to the Masters, we would exercise that discretion with regard to special invitations," Ridley said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The battle is for a green jacket, but that might not be the only competition.
It will be difficult to look at a leaderboard without considering who is with LIV Golf. That much hasn't changed from last year -- the first Masters since LIV was launched -- and LIV certainly showed the 54-hole, no-cut league didn't affect them. Three players were among the top four on the final leaderboard.

    


And just like last year, there is no animosity inside the ropes.
Phil Mickelson and Joaquin Niemann from LIV Golf played a practice round with Akshay Bhatia, the final player into the field because of his Texas Open victory last week. Xander Schauffele told of running into Dustin Johnson and the two decided to play a practice round, no different from what would have happened long before LIV began luring away players with guaranteed riches.
But the future remains murky.
Augusta National and the other three organizations that run majors have seats on the OWGR board that reviewed LIV's application to join and get world ranking points. The vote was unanimous not to award points until certain enhancements were met.
LIV eventually decided to withdraw its application, and several players decried the world ranking as no longer relevant.
It is to Ridley and the Masters. The top 50 at the end of the year and a week before the Masters still get invitations. Bryson DeChambeau said the majors, including the Masters, should invite the top 12 from the LIV points list.

    


Ridley wasn't buying that.
"I think it will be difficult to establish any type of point system that had any connection to the rest of the world of golf because they're basically -- not totally, but for the most part -- a closed shop," Ridley said. "There is some relegation, but not very much.
"But I don't think that prevents us from giving subjective consideration based on talent, based on performance to those players."
That's what led Augusta National to offer an invitation to Niemann. The club did not cite anything he did on LIV -- the Chilean has two LIV wins this year -- but his willingness to travel outside LIV and win the Australian Open, along with a top finish in the Australian PGA.
Talor Gooch did not get an invitation. He won three LIV events last year and later suggested Rory McIlroy would have an asterisk next to his name if he won the Masters because all the best aren't there.
Gooch is unlikely to be missed, not with Scottie Scheffler going for a second green jacket, with McIlroy chasing the career Grand Slam, Tiger Woods playing for only the second time this year and a host of others from all tours chasing one of golf's most prized possessions.

    


And then the PGA Tour will head to Hilton Head and LIV Golf will make its way to Australia, and they all have to wait until the next major May 16-19 at the PGA Championship.
"There's a lot of people a lot smarter than me that could figure this out in a much more efficient way," Jon Rahm said. "But the obvious answer is that there's got to be a way for certain players in whatever tour to be able to earn their way in. That's the only thing can I say. I don't know what that looks like. But there's got to be a fair way for everybody to compete."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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6 former Mississippi law officers sentenced in state court for torture of 2 Black men

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who already are serving federal sentences for torturing two Black men were sentenced Wednesday in state court.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    21
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Christian Dedmon, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges, enters the Rankin County Circuit Court to listen to the victims' impact statements, prior to the state sentencing for his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. The judge gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they'd already received. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Melvin Jenkins, center, his son Michael Corey Jenkins, left, listen as their lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, right, comments on the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for the racially motivated torture of the younger Jenkins, and his friend, Eddie Terrell Parker, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: FILE - This combination of photos shows, from top left, former Rankin County sheriff's deputies Hunter Elward, Christian Dedmon, Brett McAlpin, Jeffrey Middleton, Daniel Opdyke and former Richland police officer Joshua Hartfield appearing at the Rankin County Circuit Court in Brandon, Miss., Monday, Aug. 14, 2023. The six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges for torturing two Black men will be sentenced by a state judge Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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[image: Christian Dedmon, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Daniel Opdyke, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges, looks for his family in the Rankin County Circuit Court after being sentenced in state court for his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Hunter Elward, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges, sits in the Rankin County Circuit Court and listens as victims impact statements are read, before the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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Hunter Elward, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges, sits in the Rankin County Circuit Court and listens as victims impact statements are read, before the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Hunter Elward, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 21 | Hunter Elward, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Hunter Elward, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Jeffrey Middleton, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. The judge gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they'd already received. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 21 | Jeffrey Middleton, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. The judge gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they'd already received. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Jeffrey Middleton, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. The judge gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they'd already received. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Jeffrey Middleton, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, is sworn into court, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 21 | Jeffrey Middleton, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, is sworn into court, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 21
Jeffrey Middleton, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, is sworn into court, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Daniel Opdyke, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 21 | Daniel Opdyke, a former Rankin County Sheriff's Deputy and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court for the state sentencing of his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Joshua Hartfield, a former City of Richland police officer and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges, listens as the victims' impact statements, are read in the Rankin County Circuit Court prior to the state sentencing for his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 21 | Joshua Hartfield, a former City of Richland police officer and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges, listens as the victims' impact statements, are read in the Rankin County Circuit Court prior to the state sentencing for his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Joshua Hartfield, a former City of Richland police officer and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges, listens as the victims' impact statements, are read in the Rankin County Circuit Court prior to the state sentencing for his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Michael Corey Jenkins, right, and Eddie Terrell Parker, two victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, confer following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 21 | Michael Corey Jenkins, right, and Eddie Terrell Parker, two victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, confer following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Michael Corey Jenkins, right, and Eddie Terrell Parker, two victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, confer following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Joshua Hartfield, center, a former City of Richland police officer and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court to listen to the victims' impact statements, prior to the state sentencing for his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 21 | Joshua Hartfield, center, a former City of Richland police officer and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court to listen to the victims' impact statements, prior to the state sentencing for his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Joshua Hartfield, center, a former City of Richland police officer and one of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges enters the Rankin County Circuit Court to listen to the victims' impact statements, prior to the state sentencing for his involvement in the 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Eddie Terrell Parker, right, one of two victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, with his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, reacts during their sentencing in state court for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 21 | Eddie Terrell Parker, right, one of two victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, with his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, reacts during their sentencing in state court for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Eddie Terrell Parker, right, one of two victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, with his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, reacts during their sentencing in state court for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff speaks during the state sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for their 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Eddie Terrell Parker and Michael Corey Jenkins, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 21 | Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff speaks during the state sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for their 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Eddie Terrell Parker and Michael Corey Jenkins, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff speaks during the state sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for their 2023 racially motivated torture of two Black men, Eddie Terrell Parker and Michael Corey Jenkins, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently with the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Melvin Jenkins, right, comments on the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for the racially motivated torture of his son, Michael Corey Jenkins, center, and his friend, Eddie Terrell Parker, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Also attending the sentencing was Michael's mother, Mary Jenkins, left. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 21 | Melvin Jenkins, right, comments on the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for the racially motivated torture of his son, Michael Corey Jenkins, center, and his friend, Eddie Terrell Parker, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Also attending the sentencing was Michael's mother, Mary Jenkins, left. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Melvin Jenkins, right, comments on the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for the racially motivated torture of his son, Michael Corey Jenkins, center, and his friend, Eddie Terrell Parker, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Also attending the sentencing was Michael's mother, Mary Jenkins, left. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Michael Corey Jenkins, bearing the scaring from being shot in the mouth by a former Mississippi law enforcement officer, appears in a Rankin County Courtroom to read his victims impact statement, as the men are sentenced in state court, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff on Wednesday gave the six white former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison they had already received, but longer than what state prosecutors had recommended. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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[image: Eddie Terrell Parker who with his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, were victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, speaks to reporters following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 21 | Eddie Terrell Parker who with his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, were victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, speaks to reporters following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Eddie Terrell Parker who with his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, were victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, speaks to reporters following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Michael Corey Jenkins, who with his friend Eddie Terrell Parker, unseen, were victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, speaks to reporters following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 21 | Michael Corey Jenkins, who with his friend Eddie Terrell Parker, unseen, were victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, speaks to reporters following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Michael Corey Jenkins, who with his friend Eddie Terrell Parker, unseen, were victims of racially motivated torture by six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, speaks to reporters following the sentencing in state court of the former lawmen for their roles in the 2023 assault, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Michael Corey Jenkins, right, stands with his mother Mary Jenkins, following the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for the racially motivated torture of Jenkins, and his friend, Eddie Terrell Parker, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 21 | Michael Corey Jenkins, right, stands with his mother Mary Jenkins, following the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for the racially motivated torture of Jenkins, and his friend, Eddie Terrell Parker, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Michael Corey Jenkins, right, stands with his mother Mary Jenkins, following the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers for the racially motivated torture of Jenkins, and his friend, Eddie Terrell Parker, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff gave the six former Mississippi law enforcement officers yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison that they had already received. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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[image: Co-civil counsel Trent Walker, right, comments on the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, as Eddie Terrell Parker center, and lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, left, listen, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Parker and his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, unseen, were the subjects of racially motivated torture in 2023 by the then lawmen. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 21 | Co-civil counsel Trent Walker, right, comments on the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, as Eddie Terrell Parker center, and lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, left, listen, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Parker and his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, unseen, were the subjects of racially motivated torture in 2023 by the then lawmen. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Co-civil counsel Trent Walker, right, comments on the sentencing of six former Mississippi law enforcement officers, as Eddie Terrell Parker center, and lead civil attorney Malik Shabazz, left, listen, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Brandon, Miss. Parker and his friend Michael Corey Jenkins, unseen, were the subjects of racially motivated torture in 2023 by the then lawmen. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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                                        BRANDON, Miss. (AP) -- Already sentenced to many years in federal prison, six white former Mississippi law enforcement officers who pleaded guilty to a long list of state and federal charges for torturing two Black men were sentenced Wednesday in state court. 
The state sentences did not add time to the federal prison terms the defendants had already received, but the victims' supporters hailed the yearslong sentences, saying they took on unique importance in Mississippi, where local residents saw echoes of the state's history of racist atrocities by people in authority.
The six former officers who attacked Michael Corey Jenkins and Eddie Terrell Parker in January 2023 were sentenced last month to federal prison terms ranging from about 10 to 40 years. U.S. District Judge Tom Lee called their actions "egregious and despicable" as he gave sentences near the top of the federal guidelines to five of the six men. 

    


Rankin County Circuit Judge Steve Ratcliff on Wednesday gave the men yearslong state sentences that were shorter than the amount of time in federal prison they had already received, but longer than what state prosecutors had recommended. Time served for the state convictions will run concurrently, or at the same time, as the federal sentences, and the men will serve their time in federal penitentiaries. 




After the hearing, Malik Shabazz, an attorney representing Jenkins and Parker, celebrated that the former law officers were held accountable in the same courthouse where they had testified against people. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They all had to come and appear in a courtroom where they have created much mischief," Shabazz said. "In this courtroom and in this courthouse, they have been given credibility to their statements. But today was dramatically different. Today, the judge in this circuit county court has given out justice." 
Shabazz had said the state criminal sentencing is important because "historically, the state of Mississippi has lagged behind or ignored racial crimes and police brutality against Blacks." He applauded Ratcliff's decision to reject state prosecutors' recommendations for shorter sentences on the state charges.

    


Michelle Williams, a spokesperson for the Mississippi Attorney General's Office, said the sentences handed down Wednesday were consistent with the plea agreement reached with federal prosecutors. 
In a written statement, Mississippi Attorney General Lynn Fitch said the former officers' crimes did grave harm to the victims and violated the trust of citizens they were supposed to protect. 
"These criminal acts make a difficult job even harder and far more dangerous," Fitch said. "And it is left to us all to commit ourselves to repairing that damage."
The defendants include five former Rankin County sheriff's deputies -- Brett McAlpin, 53; Hunter Elward, 31; Christian Dedmon, 29; Jeffrey Middleton, 46; and Daniel Opdyke, 28 -- and a former police officer from the city of Richland, Joshua Hartfield, 32, who was off duty during the assault.
All six of the former officers pleaded guilty to state charges of conspiracy to hinder prosecution. They were sentenced on multiple counts ranging from five to 20 years. Elward admitted to aggravated assault, and was sentenced to 20 years alongside punishments for burglary and conspiracy. 

    


The charges followed an Associated Press investigation in March 2023 that linked some of the officers to at least four violent encounters since 2019 that left two Black men dead.
The terror began on Jan. 24, 2023, with a racist call for extrajudicial violence, according to federal prosecutors.
A white person phoned McAlpin and complained that two Black men were staying with a white woman at a house in Braxton, Mississippi. McAlpin told Dedmon, who texted a group of white deputies so willing to use excessive force they called themselves "The Goon Squad."
Once inside, they handcuffed Jenkins and his friend Parker and poured milk, alcohol and chocolate syrup over their faces while mocking them with racial slurs. They forced them to strip naked and shower together to conceal the mess. They mocked the victims with racial slurs and assaulted them with sex objects. 

    


In a mock execution gone awry, Elward shot Jenkins in the mouth, lacerating his tongue and breaking his jaw. The officers devised a coverup and agreed to plant drugs on Jenkins and Parker. False charges stood against the men for months.
McAlpin and Middleton, the oldest in the group, threatened to kill other officers if they spoke up, prosecutors said.
The only defendant who didn't receive a federal prison term at the top of the sentencing guidelines was Hartfield, who did not work in a sheriff's department with the others and was not a member of the "Goon Squad." 
In federal court, the deputies expressed remorse for their behavior and apologized to Jenkins and Parker. Several of their attorneys said their clients became ensnared in a culture of corruption that was encouraged by leaders in the sheriff's office. 

    


Rankin County Sheriff Bryan Bailey revealed no details about his deputies' actions when he announced they had been fired last June. After they pleaded guilty in August, Bailey said the officers had gone rogue and promised changes. Jenkins and Parker have called for his resignation and filed a $400 million civil lawsuit against the department. 
In statements read by their attorneys in court Wednesday, Jenkins and Parker said their ordeal had been ingrained in their bodies and minds.
"Your honor, they killed me. I just didn't die," Jenkins said. 
___
Michael Goldberg is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow him at @mikergoldberg.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mississippi-goon-squad-sentencing-3519cddc1f1e2827f28bb930045305d6
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Trump says Arizona's abortion ban goes too far while defending the overturning of Roe v. Wade

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Former president Donald Trump arrived in Atlanta Wednesday for a fundraiser with prominent GOP figures and donors; talks abortion developments
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    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump gestures as he visits a Chick-fil-A eatery, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump visits a Chick-fil-A eatery, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks Wednesday, April 10, 2024, after arriving in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks Wednesday, April 10, 2024, after arriving in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks Wednesday, April 10, 2024, after arriving in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks Wednesday, April 10, 2024, after arriving in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives on his plane Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks Wednesday, April 10, 2024, after arriving in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks Wednesday, April 10, 2024, after arriving in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks Wednesday, April 10, 2024, after arriving in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, center, visits a Chick-fil-A eatery, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump visits a Chick-fil-A eatery, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, left, greets a customer as he visits a Chick-fil-A eatery, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Donald Trump said Wednesday that an Arizona law that criminalizes nearly all abortions goes too far and called on Arizona lawmakers to change it, while also defending the overturning of Roe v. Wade that cleared states to ban the procedure. 
"It'll be straightened out and as you know, it's all about states' rights," the former president told supporters and journalists after landing in Atlanta for a fundraiser. "It'll be straightened out, and I'm sure that the governor and everybody else are going to bring it back into reason and that'll be taken care of, I think, very quickly."
Though Trump has waffled on whether he supports abortion rights, he appointed three of the Supreme Court justices who overturned Roe v. Wade and ended a federally guaranteed right to abortion. Now facing growing political backlash as Democrats notch victories around the nation by campaigning on abortion rights, Trump increasingly has been put on the defensive and urged Republicans to avoid supporting bans that are unpopular with many Americans.

    


Trump was asked Wednesday whether he would sign a national abortion ban if elected president again. According to video taken of his news conference, he shook his head in response and said "No."




Trump issued a video statement earlier this week declining to endorse a national abortion ban and saying he believes limits should be left to the states. His statement angered some religious conservatives and energized allies of President Joe Biden who see abortion rights as one of Trump's weaknesses.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden was asked at a Rose Garden news conference for his message to Arizona voters after the state Supreme Court ruling on Tuesday cleared the way for the enforcement of an 1864 law that bans abortion at all stages of pregnancy with no exceptions for rape or incest and allows abortions only if the mother's life is in jeopardy. 

    


"Elect me," the president said. "I'm in the 20th century ... the 21st century. Not back then."
The court's decision drastically altered Arizona's legal landscape for terminating pregnancies. The court suggested doctors can be prosecuted under the Civil War-era law, though the opinion written by the court's majority did not say that.
Trump maintains he is proud that the three Supreme Court justices he nominated voted to overturn Roe v. Wade, saying states will have different restrictions. He supports three exceptions in cases of rape, incest and when the life of the mother is at risk. 
In a stop at a Chick-fil-A restaurant in Atlanta, Trump was asked whether doctors should be punished for performing abortions, and he said he would let that be up to the states.
Biden's campaign spokesman, Michael Tyler, said Trump "owns the suffering and chaos happening right now, including in Arizona, because he proudly overturned Roe" and has a track record of "banning abortion every chance he gets."
Trump also spoke about a Florida law that bans abortions after six weeks, saying that "is probably maybe going to change also." Last week, the state Supreme Court upheld the state's ban on most abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy and the ruling also clears the way for the state to ban abortions after six weeks of pregnancy.

    


"For 52 years, people have wanted to end Roe v. Wade, to get it back to the states. We did that. It was an incredible thing, an incredible achievement," he said. "Now the states have it, and the states are putting out what they want. It's the will of the people. So Florida is probably going to change."
Trump ignored questions about how he plans to vote himself on Florida's pending state constitutional amendment that would enshrine abortion access as a right of his home state's residents. He did not elaborate on what he thinks the level of restrictions and access should be in Arizona or any other state.
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                                        A push to ask Arizona voters to add a right to abortion to the state constitution took on new stakes this week when the state's Supreme Court ruled that the state can enforce a ban on abortion in all stages of pregnancy.
Arizona is one of several states where abortion might be on the ballot this year.
Across the country, there have been increased efforts to put abortion rights questions to voters since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and removed the nationwide right to abortion. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Since that 2022 decision, most Republican-controlled states have new abortion restrictions in effect, including 14 that ban it at every stage of pregnancy. Most Democrat-dominated states have laws or executive orders to protect access.
Additionally, voters in seven states -- California, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Montana, Ohio and Vermont -- have sided with abortion rights supporters on ballot measures.

    


It's not clear yet how many states will vote on measures to enshrine abortion access in November. In some, the question is whether amendment supporters can get enough valid signatures. In others, it's up to the legislature. And there's legal wrangling in the process in some states.




Some of the efforts have already failed to reach ballots. Wisconsin's legislative session ended without a state Senate vote on a measure that the House approved to ask voters to ban abortion after 14 weeks. A Louisiana measure to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution died in committee and one in Maine effectively died when it fell short of receiving the approval of two-thirds of the House.
WHAT'S SECURELY ON 2024 BALLOTS?
FLORIDA

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state Supreme Court ruled on April 1 that a ballot measure to legalize abortion until viability could go on the ballot despite a legal challenge from state Attorney General Ashley Moody, who argued that there are differing views on the meaning of "viability" and that some key terms in the proposed measure are not properly defined.

    


Advocates collected nearly a million signatures to put a state constitutional amendment to legalize abortion until viability on the ballot, surpassing the nearly 892,000 required.
Sixty percent of voters would have to agree for it to take effect.
Abortion is legal in Florida through the first 15 weeks of pregnancy. But a separate April 1 state Supreme Court ruling upholding the current law triggers a 2023 law would drop that to six weeks -- often before women know they're pregnant -- to take effect on May 1.
MARYLAND
Maryland voters this year will also be asked whether to enshrine the right for women to end their pregnancies in the state's constitution in a ballot question put before them by lawmakers last year. The state already protects the right to abortion under state law and Democrats outnumber Republicans 2-1. Abortion is allowed in Maryland until viability.
NEW YORK
New York lawmakers agreed to ask voters to bar discrimination on the basis of pregnancy, pregnancy outcome and reproductive healthcare as part of a broader equal protection amendment. It would also bar discrimination on the basis of sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin and disability. The language of the constitutional amendment does not mention abortion specifically. Abortion is allowed in New York law until viability.

    


WHERE ELSE COULD ABORTION BE ON THE BALLOT IN 2024?
ARIZONA
A signature drive is underway to add a constitutional right to abortion in Arizona. Under the measure, the state would not be able to ban abortion until the fetus is viable, with later abortions allowed to protect a woman's physical or mental health. Supporters must gather nearly 384,000 valid signatures by July 4. An April 9 Arizona Supreme Court decision allows a ban on abortion throughout pregnancy to be enforced starting April 23. 
ARKANSAS
Proponents of an amendment to allow abortion in many cases have until July 5 to gather nearly 91,000 valid signatures to get it on the Nov. 5 ballot. The measure would bar laws banning abortion in the first 20 weeks of gestation and allow abortion later in pregnancy in cases of rape, incest, threats to the woman's health or life, or if the fetus would be unlikely to survive birth. Because it allows limits as soon as 20 weeks, the proposal does not have the support of Planned Parenthood Great Plains, which includes Arkansas. The state has a ban on abortion at all stages of pregnancy with narrow exceptions.

    


COLORADO
There are dueling efforts on abortion in Colorado. One measure would create a voter-initiated law to ban access throughout pregnancy and the other would amend the state constitution to protect it. The abortion rights amendment would also require Medicaid and private health insurance to cover abortion.
Supporters on each side have to submit more than 124,000 signatures to get a measure on the ballot. The deadlines to submit them are April 15 for the ban measure and April 26 for the one to ensure access. Amending the constitution in Colorado requires the support of 55% of voters. But the ban could be passed with a simple majority. Abortion is legal at all stages of pregnancy in Colorado.

    


MISSOURI
Pushes are underway to get multiple abortion-related ballot measures before Missouri voters in 2024. Abortion rights advocates in Missourians for Constitutional Freedom are pushing for one that would guarantee abortion is legal until viability.
A group of moderate Republicans are taking a different approach and calling for an amendment that would allow abortion up to 12 weeks, and after that only under limited exceptions.
Supporters of each measure must submit more than 171,000 valid signatures by May 5 to get them on the ballot.
And some Republican lawmakers have launched a legislative process to put before voters a measure to enshrine a ban on abortion in the state constitution. It would expand provide an exception to allow for immediate abortion to save the life of the woman or in cases "for which a delay will create a serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function." Further exceptions would have to be approved by voters.
Abortion is currently banned in Missouri at all stages of pregnancy with limited exceptions.
MONTANA
Abortion rights proponents in Montana have proposed a constitutional amendment that would bar the government from denying the right to abortion before viability or when it's necessary to protect the life or health of the pregnant person. After a legal battle over the ballot language, the Montana Supreme Court on April 1 wrote its version of the language that would appear on the ballot if supporters gather more than 60,000 signatures by June 21. Abortion is legal until viability in Montana under a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion.
NEBRASKA
Advocates are trying to collect about 125,000 signatures needed by July 5 to put a constitutional amendment before voters to protect abortion rights until fetal viability. Under a law adopted last year, abortion is banned after 12 weeks, with some exceptions.
NEVADA
Signatures are being gathered to place an abortion access amendment on Nevada's ballot in November. Under the amendment, abortion access for the first 24 weeks of pregnancy or later to protect the health of the pregnant person, which is already assured under a 1990 law, would be enshrined in the constitution. It requires more than 102,000 valid signatures by June 26 to place the measure on the ballot. Voters would need to approve it in both 2024 and 2026 to change the constitution.
The measure is one of several attempts by Nevada abortion rights groups to get a ballot question before voters in 2024 or 2026.
SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota advocates are attempting to gather more than 35,000 signatures by May 7 to get a measure on the ballot that would loosen restrictions but does not go as far as many abortion rights advocates would like. It would ban any restrictions on abortion in the first trimester of pregnancy. It would allow the state in the second trimester to "regulate the pregnant woman's abortion decision and its effectuation only in ways that are reasonably related to the physical health of the pregnant woman." An abortion ban would be allowed in the third trimester, as long as it included exceptions for the life and health of the woman. Planned Parenthood is not supporting the measure.
Abortion in the state is now banned at all stages of pregnancy with narrow exceptions.
WHICH STATES CAN BUT LIKELY WON'T PUT ABORTION ON THE BALLOT?
There are some states where the balance of power or other circumstances make abortion-related measures -- most of them seeking bans or limits -- unlikely to reach voters in 2024.
IOWA
To put a constitutional amendment on the ballot, Iowa lawmakers have to approve it in two consecutive sessions. In 2021, both chambers advanced a resolution to find there is no constitutional right to abortion in the state. Republicans control the Legislature and governor's office, but the amendment has not emerged as a priority this year and Gov. Kim Reynolds has said she'll let the issue move through the courts rather than pushing for a vote. Abortion is currently banned 20 weeks into pregnancy. A stricter ban, which would kick in when cardiac activity can be detected, around six weeks, has been adopted but put on hold by a court.
PENNSYLVANIA
Pennsylvania has a similar process as Iowa with a similar amendment to find no constitutional right to abortion up for consideration. Lawmakers passed it in 2022. But Democrats have since taken control of the state House, making it unlikely to pass, which is required before it can go to a statewide referendum. Abortion is now legal in Pennsylvania up to 24 weeks of pregnancy.
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    [image: Olivia Orozco Lopez cries as she holds a portrait of her late daughter Celestina Carolina during an interview in the Culvilla hamlet of Tejutla, Guatemala, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Carolina died asphyxiated alongside 50 other migrants in a smuggler's trailer truck in San Antonio, Texas in June 2022. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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            Desperate young Guatemalans try to reach the US even after horrific deaths of migrating relatives

        
        
            In Comitancillo, Guatemala, two murals memorialize the nearly two dozen local migrants who died in mass tragedies en route to the United States. Yet even the siblings of those migrants continue to set off for the United States due to extreme poverty. (AP Video/ Moises Castillo and Giovanna Dell'Orto)
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[image: A list of young migrants who died asphyxiated in 2022 in a smuggler's trailer truck in San Antonio, Texas, covers a wall in their hometown of Comitancillo, Guatemala, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Tens of thousands of youth from this region would rather take deadly risks, even repeatedly, than stay behind where they see no future. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: A portrait of Blanca Ramirez Crisostomo stands on an altar at her parent's home in the Loma Linda hamlet of Comitancillo, Guatemala, Monday, March 18, 2024. The 23-year-old died on her third attempt to reach the U.S., alongside 50 other migrants, asphyxiated in a smuggler's tractor-trailer in San Antonio, Texas in June, 2022. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: A home built with migrant remittances stands in the Loma Linda hamlet of Comitancillo, Guatemala, Monday, March 18, 2024. Multi-story concrete homes built with money made by loved ones in the United States are constant reminders of what's possible if only one makes it ]
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[image: Filomena Crisostomo Miranda, right, and her daughter Glendy Aracely pose for a portrait in the Loma Linda hamlet of Comitancillo, Guatemala, Monday, March 18, 2024. Glendy is planning to migrate to the U.S., despite the death of her 23-year-old sister Blanca who died on her third attempt to reach the U.S., asphyxiated alongside 50 other migrants in a smuggler's tractor-trailer in San Antonio, Texas in June 2022. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: A home built with migrant remittances stands in the Loma Linda hamlet of Comitancillo, Guatemala, Monday, March 18, 2024. The multi-story concrete homes built with money made by loved ones in the United States are constant reminders of what's possible if only one makes it ]
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[image: Glendy Aracely Ramirez shows a jacket she bought for her planned migration to the U.S. in her Loma Linda hamlet of Comitancillo, Guatemala, Monday, March 18, 2024. Glendy is planning to migrate to the U.S., despite the death of her 23-year-old sister Blanca who died on her third attempt to reach the U.S., asphyxiated alongside 50 other migrants in a smuggler's tractor-trailer in San Antonio, Texas in June 2022. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: Tombs stand in the main cemetery on the outskirts of Comitancillo, in the Indigenous Western Highlands of Guatemala, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. In this small town, nearly two dozen local migrants have died in recent mass tragedies: either asphyxiated in the trailer in San Antonio, Texas, in June 2022 or shot and set afire by rogue police officers in Camargo, Mexico, in January 2021. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: Reina Coronado gives an interview about her daughter Aracely who died trying to migrate to the U.S. in her one-room home near Comitancillo, Guatemala, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Her 21-year-old daughter died alongside 50 other migrants, asphyxiated in a smuggler's trailer truck in San Antonio, Texas in June 2022. The last thing Aracely told her was that she'd go only for four years and send money to build a kitchen. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: A portrait of Aracely Marroquin Coronado, who died in 2022 alongside 50 other migrants, asphyxiated in a smuggler's trailer truck in San Antonio, Texas, hangs inside a relatives' home in Comitancillo, Guatemala, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. The 21-year-old who had completed high school felt she had wasted her family's money in studying since she still couldn't get a professional job. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: Reina Coronado, second from left, poses for a portrait with her family in Comitancillo, Guatemala, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. Coronado's 21-year-old daughter Aracely died alongside 50 other migrants, asphyxiated in a smuggler's trailer truck in San Antonio, Texas in June 2022, despite trying to convince her eight children that they didn't have to risk their lives. From left are her children Adaly, Diana, Alexis, daughter-in-law Amelia and grandson Eduard. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: The sun is partially covered by clouds in Comitancillo, Guatemala, Monday, March 18, 2024. In this small town, nearly two dozen local migrants have died in recent mass tragedies: either asphyxiated in the trailer in San Antonio, Texas, in June 2022 or shot and set afire by rogue police officers in Camargo, Mexico, in January 2021. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: Children run past a mural memorializing 19 locals who were shot and burned in Camargo, Mexico, as they attempted to migrate to the U.S., in Comitancillo, Guatemala, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. In this small town, nearly two dozen local migrants have died in recent mass tragedies: either asphyxiated in the trailer in San Antonio, Texas, in June 2022 or shot and set afire by rogue police officers in Camargo, Mexico, in January 2021. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: Martina Baltazar takes a break as she attends a workshop by the Jesuit Migrant Network that gives support to the relatives of migrants who died trying to reach the U.S., in Comitancillo, Guatemala, Monday, March 18, 2024. Many families credit the Jesuit group for being the only institution that has stayed by their side, regularly traveling to Comitancillo to provide legal updates as well as psychological, humanitarian, and pastoral assistance. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: Indigenous women attend a support group during an event organized by the Jesuit Migrant Network that provides support to the relatives of migrants who died trying to reach the U.S. in Comitancillo, Guatemala, Monday, March 18, 2024. Many families credit the Jesuit group for being the only institution that has stayed by their side, regularly traveling to Comitancillo to provide legal updates as well as psychological, humanitarian, and pastoral assistance. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: Marcelina Tomas, wearing a cross necklace, gives an interview about her son Anderson who died trying to migrate to the U.S., at her home in Comitancillo, Guatemala, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The 16-year-old died among the migrants who were shot and set afire by rogue police officers in Camargo, Mexico, in January 2021. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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[image: Marco Antulio Pablo Perez prays at an altar for his son Anderson Pablo who died trying to migrate to the U.S. in Comitancillo, Guatemala, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. The 16-year-old died among the migrants who were shot and set afire by rogue police officers in Camargo, Mexico, in January 2021. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)]
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                                        COMITANCILLO, Guatemala (AP) -- Every night for nearly two years, Glendy Aracely Ramirez has prayed by the altar in her parents' mud-brick bedroom where, under a large crucifix, is a picture of her sister Blanca. The 23-year-old died alongside 50 other migrants in a smuggler's tractor-trailer in Texas.

"I ask God for my family's health and that I might get to the United States one day. My mom asks God that she won't have to see another accident," said Glendy, 17, who has already packed a small backpack for her own journey from the family's home 8,900 feet (2,700 meters) up in Guatemala's highlands.

Her "coyote" postponed it for a few days because of a flare-up in violence among Mexican drug cartels that control migrants' routes to the United States, but she is undeterred.

Tens of thousands of youths from this region would rather take deadly risks -- even repeatedly -- than stay behind where they see no future. Blanca's fatal journey was her third attempt to reach the U.S.

"I want to go there, because here there are no opportunities, even though Mom says that I'll suffer what Blanca did," Glendy said as she sat with her mother, Filomena Crisostomo, in their tidy dirt-floor courtyard. "I'd like to have a house, help my family and get ahead."

The record-high numbers of migrants illegally crossing the U.S.-Mexico border have made migration a top concern in this U.S. presidential election year. Among those migrants, the largest group of unaccompanied minors has been from Guatemala -- nearly 50,000 of the 137,000 encounters recorded by border authorities in the last fiscal year.

Most come from tiny hamlets in the predominantly Indigenous Western Highlands. Daily wages top out around the equivalent of $9, far below the supposed legal minimum. In tiny plots of brittle clay soil -- often the only collateral for loans to pay smugglers' fees that can reach $20,000 -- many families grow corn and beans to eat.

Little else sprouts from the steep mountainsides except for the exuberantly decorated, multi-story concrete homes built with remittances from loved ones in the United States -- constant reminders of what's possible if only one makes it "to the north." 

In the small town of Comitancillo, two murals serve as a different reminder -- they're memorials to the nearly two dozen local migrants who died in recent mass tragedies. They either asphyxiated in the trailer in San Antonio, Texas, in June 2022, or were shot and set afire by rogue police officers in Camargo, Mexico, in January 2021. 

It took less than a week after the remains from the Camargo massacre were returned to Comitancillo for burial before the first surviving family member left for the U.S.

And with a 17-year-old boy who made it to Florida this winter, now at least one relative has migrated from nearly all of the families since the massacre, said the Rev. Jose Luis Gonzalez, a priest with the Jesuit Migration Network. The lone exception was an older man whose family was already north of the border; he died trying to make it back after being deported, Gonzalez said.

"It's an evident sign that the fear to stay is bigger than the fear to go," said Gonzalez, who started ministering to the affected families when they traveled some six hours to Guatemala's capital for DNA tests to identify the remains.

Many families credit the Jesuit group for being the only institution that has stayed by their side, regularly traveling to Comitancillo to provide legal updates -- nearly a dozen police officers were sentenced last fall in the Camargo case -- as well psychological, humanitarian and pastoral assistance.

On a recent morning, about 50 relatives of those lost either in Camargo or San Antonio gathered for a meeting with the Jesuit group that included workshops to process depression and grief. Most were women and children speaking Mam, one of Guatemala's two dozen Mayan languages.

One of the handful of fathers at the meeting was Virgilio Ambrocio. The eldest of his eight children, Celestina Carolina, was making less than $90 a month as a housekeeper in Guatemala City and sending half of that back home to help feed her siblings. So she decided to try her luck in the United States, and died at 23 in the trailer.

"The hardest part is, who's going to help us now," Ambrocio said as dust swirled around his home. His wife, Olivia Orozco, wept silently, while holding a framed photo of a smiling Celestina.

The primary driver of migration over the past 10 years is the inability to get jobs to pay for the most basic necessities, said Ursula Roldan, a researcher at Rafael Landivar University in Guatemala City. That's exacerbated by the debts families incur to pay the smugglers, which would take 10 years' worth of in-country wages to repay -- making it crucial to get to the U.S. and send back remittances from far higher wages.

Rising violence in the Mexican regions bordering Guatemala is also pushing more migrants to head to the U.S. instead of working seasonal agricultural jobs there. Climate change is affecting even subsistence farming.

In their one-room home near Comitancillo, Reina Coronado tried to convince the eight children she had since she married at 16 that they didn't have to risk their lives.

Some went north anyway, including Aracely Florentina Marroquin, 21, who had completed high school like Blanca and, like her, felt she had wasted her family's money in studying since she still couldn't get a professional job.

The last thing she told Coronado was that she'd go only for four years and send money to build a kitchen, so she wouldn't have to cook tortillas over an open fire. Next came the call from Texas that made Coronado cry for months. Today, she finds some comfort caring for two young daughters still living with her and the animals she raises. 

"Even though it's a struggle, one has to fight, to try to keep going," Coronado said. "I go to work and that way the day, and the hard moments, pass. Sometimes I do it crying, but I trust in our Father, the Lord."

    



Marcelina Tomas has also been praying for strength since her oldest son, Anderson Pablo, was murdered in Camargo -- and especially in recent months since his younger brother Emerson, 17, also went to the U.S.

Anderson was in 9th grade when the pandemic hit and he started working in the fields alongside his father. Their wages of around $6 a day were enough to afford tortillas each day for the family of 11, but not something to go with them, Tomas said. So she and her husband agreed to help Anderson get loans for the $16,000 smuggling fee.

Twelve days after Anderson, 16, left their home near Comitancillo, news of the Camargo massacre arrived via social media. Pregnant with her tenth child, Tomas, 37, had to leave her children with family members and spend a night away from home for the first time to undergo DNA tests in the capital that allowed Anderson's partial remains to be identified and buried.

"Only God knows what happened. And all for wanting to get ahead," Tomas said. "I relied on him, and he treated his little siblings so well."

    



Anderson had dissuaded Emerson from going along, saying he should stay in school a bit longer. According to Tomas, Emerson was heartbroken after his brother's death; he enrolled in high school, but soon quit to work in a potato field.

Around the third anniversary of Anderson's death, Emerson said he wanted to migrate, because many other youths had gone too. Tomas reminded him of Anderson's fate, the tragedy in San Antonio, the neighbors' children who died in the border deserts or in work accidents in the U.S.

"'No,' he told me, 'I'm going.' And he went," Tomas said by the altar where three pictures of Anderson stand by a crucifix, with a lit candle and a vase of calla lilies.

Anderson's dream was to earn enough to move the family from their one-room, mud-brick house to a concrete one with separate spaces for his parents, his brothers and his sisters. They live in such a house now, built with donations received after his death.

But nobody sleeps in the room with the altar. They're keeping it as Anderson's room.





___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Retired Trump Organization executive Allen Weisselberg has received a five-month jail sentence for lying under oath during testimony in a lawsuit brought against ex-President Donald Trump by New York's attorney general.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Allen Weisselberg, a retired executive in Donald Trump's real estate empire, was sentenced Wednesday to five months in jail for lying under oath during his testimony in the civil fraud lawsuit brought against the former president by New York's attorney general.
Weisselberg, 76, was escorted out of the courtroom in handcuffs following the sentencing, which lasted less than five minutes.
Asked if he wanted to address the court, Weisselberg, wearing a black windbreaker and a face mask, responded, "No, your honor."
It is Weisselberg's second time behind bars. The former Trump Organization chief financial officer served 100 days last year for dodging taxes on $1.7 million in company perks, including a rent-free Manhattan apartment and luxury cars.
Now, he's again trading life as a Florida retiree for a stay at New York City's notorious Rikers Island jail complex, though he's also getting something in return.

    


When Weisselberg pleaded guilty last month to two counts of perjury, the office of Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg made a legally binding promise not to prosecute him for any other crimes he might have committed in connection with his longtime employment by the Trump Organization.




Weisselberg's plea agreement also does not require him to testify at Trump's hush money criminal trial, which is scheduled to start with jury selection Monday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Allen Weisselberg accepted responsibility for his conduct and now looks forward to the end of this life-altering experience and to returning to his family and his retirement," his attorney, Seth Rosenberg, said in a statement after the court hearing.
Prosecutors with Bragg's office declined to address the court during the brief sentencing hearing. As part of his guilty plea, Weisselberg admitted lying when he testified he had little knowledge of how Trump's Manhattan penthouse came to be valued on his financial statements at nearly three times its actual size.

    


The two cases highlighted Weisselberg's unflinching loyalty to Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee.
Trump's family employed Weisselberg for nearly 50 years, then gave him a $2 million severance deal when the tax charges prompted him to retire. The company continues to pay his legal bills.
Weisselberg testified twice in trials that went badly for Trump, but each time he took pains to suggest that his boss hadn't committed any serious wrongdoing.
In agreeing to a five-month sentence, prosecutors cited Weisselberg's age and willingness to admit wrongdoing. In New York, perjury is a felony punishable by up to seven years in prison. 
Weisselberg's sentence mirrors his previous case, in which he was ordered to serve five months in jail but was eligible for release after little more than three months with good behavior. Prior to that, he had no criminal record.
Trump's lawyers took issue with Weisselberg's perjury prosecution, accusing the Manhattan district attorney's office of deploying "unethical, strong-armed tactics against an innocent man in his late 70s" while turning "a blind eye" to perjury allegations against Michael Cohen, the former Trump lawyer who is now a key prosecution witness in the hush money case.

    


Weisselberg pleaded guilty March 4. He admitted lying under oath on three occasions while testifying in New York Attorney General Letitia James' lawsuit against Trump: in depositions in July 2020 and May 2023 and on the witness stand at the trial last October. To avoid violating his tax case probation, however, he agreed to plead guilty only to charges related to his 2020 deposition testimony.
The size of Trump's penthouse was a key issue in the civil fraud case.
Trump valued the apartment on his financial statements from at least 2012 to 2016 as though it measured 30,000 square feet (2,800 square meters). A former Trump real estate executive testified that Weisselberg provided the figure. The former executive said that when he asked for the apartment's size in 2012, Weisselberg replied: "It's quite large. I think it's around 30,000 square feet."

    


However, state lawyers noted, Weisselberg got an email early in that year with a 1994 document attached that pegged Trump's apartment at 10,996 square feet (1,022 square meters). Weisselberg testified that he remembered the email but not the attachment and that he didn't "walk around knowing the size" of the apartment.
After Forbes magazine published an article in 2017 disputing the size of Trump's penthouse, its estimated value on his financial statement was cut from $327 million to about $117 million.
As Weisselberg was testifying last October, Forbes published an article with the headline "Trump's Longtime CFO Lied, Under Oath, About Trump Tower Penthouse."
The civil fraud trial ended with Judge Arthur Engoron ruling that Trump and some of his executives had schemed to deceive banks, insurers and others by lying about his wealth on financial statements used to make deals and secure loans. The judge penalized Trump $455 million and ordered Weisselberg to pay $1 million. They are both appealing.

    


In his decision, Engoron said he found Weisselberg's testimony "intentionally evasive" and "highly unreliable."
Weisselberg is likely to factor into Trump's hush money trial -- even if he's in jail and not on the witness stand while it's happening.
Trump is accused of falsifying his company's records to cover up payments during his 2016 campaign to bury stories of marital infidelity. It is the first of Trump's four criminal cases scheduled to go to trial. Trump has pleaded not guilty and denies wrongdoing.
Cohen has said Weisselberg had a role in orchestrating the payments. Weisselberg, who lives in Boynton Beach, Florida, has not been charged in that case, and neither prosecutors nor Trump's lawyers have indicated they will call him as a witness.
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Italy opens new slander trial against Amanda Knox. She was exonerated 9 years ago in friend's murder

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this Sept. 26, 2008 Amanda Knox, center, is escorted by Italian penitentiary police officers to Perugia's court. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito, File)]
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[image: FILE - Amanda Knox speaks at a Criminal Justice Festival at the University of Modena, Italy, on June 15, 2019. A Florence appeals court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, opens a new slander trial against Amanda Knox based on a 2016 European Court of Human Rights decision that her rights were violated during a long night of questioning into the murder of her British roommate without a lawyer and official translator. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni, File)]
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[image: FILE - Amanda Knox, left, talks to reporters as her mother, Edda Mellas, right, looks on outside Mellas' home in Seattle, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file)]
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[image: FILE- Diya "Patrick" Lumumba, left, a Congolese citizen who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, flanked by his lawyer Carlo Pacelli, arrives at the Italy's highest court building, in Rome, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca, File)]
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[image: FILE - Amanda Knox speaks at a Criminal Justice Festival at the University of Modena, Italy, on June 15, 2019. A Florence appeals court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, opens a new slander trial against Amanda Knox based on a 2016 European Court of Human Rights decision that her rights were violated during a long night of questioning into the murder of her British roommate without a lawyer and official translator. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni, File)]
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[image: FILE - Amanda Knox, left, talks to reporters as her mother, Edda Mellas, right, looks on outside Mellas' home in Seattle, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file)]
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[image: FILE- Diya "Patrick" Lumumba, left, a Congolese citizen who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, flanked by his lawyer Carlo Pacelli, arrives at the Italy's highest court building, in Rome, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | FILE- Diya "Patrick" Lumumba, left, a Congolese citizen who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, flanked by his lawyer Carlo Pacelli, arrives at the Italy's highest court building, in Rome, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
FILE- Diya "Patrick" Lumumba, left, a Congolese citizen who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, flanked by his lawyer Carlo Pacelli, arrives at the Italy's highest court building, in Rome, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By COLLEEN BARRY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        FLORENCE, Italy (AP) -- Amanda Knox was back on trial for slander Wednesday for wrongly accusing a Congolese man of murdering her roommate while the young women were exchange students in Italy. Knox herself was convicted of the slaying before being exonerated in a case that grabbed the global spotlight.
Knox was a 20-year-old student with rudimentary Italian who had recently arrived in Perugia, when she endured a long night of questioning in the murder of Meredith Kercher. She ended up accusing the owner of a bar where she worked part-time of killing the 21-year-old British student.
In 2016, the European Court of Human Rights ruled that the interrogation violated her rights because she was questioned without a lawyer or official translator. 
In November, Italy's highest Cassation Court threw out the slander conviction -- the only remaining guilty verdict against Knox after the same court definitively threw out convictions for Kercher's murder against Knox and her Italian ex-boyfriend, Raffaele Sollecito, nine years ago.





    


That conviction, which endured multiple trials and appeals, has remained a legal stain against her, especially in Italy, as she pursues a new life in the United States campaigning for judicial reform. 
Another man was convicted in Kercher's 2007 murder.
Knox, now 36, did not appear in Wednesday's hearing in Florence, and is being tried in absentia. She remains in the United States, where she campaigns for social justice and has a variety of media projects including a podcast and a limited series on her case in development with Hulu. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Knox's accusation against bar owner Patrick Lumumba appeared in statements typed by police that she signed, but which have been ruled inadmissible in the new trial by Italy's highest court.
She recanted the accusation in a four-page handwritten note in English penned the following afternoon -- the only evidence the court can rule on. 

    


However, a lawyer for Lumumba, Carlo Pacelli, argued to readmit the disallowed documents as reference since Knox referred to them multiple times in her written statement. Lumumba, who is participating in the prosecution as permitted by Italian law, also did not attend the trial. 
Court recessed after nearly four hours of arguments and will reconvene June 5 for rebuttals and a decision. The case is being heard by two professional judges and eight civilian jurors. 
Despite Knox's attempts at walking back the accusation, Lumumba was picked up for questioning and held for nearly two weeks. 
The slander conviction carried a three-year sentence, which Knox served during nearly four years of detention until a Perugia appeals court found her and Sollecito not guilty. After six years of flip-flop verdicts, Knox was definitively exonerated by Italy's highest court of the murder in 2015.
Kercher's body was found with the throat slit on Nov. 2, 2007, in her locked bedroom in an apartment she shared with Knox and two other roommates.
Rudy Guede, whose DNA and footprints were found at the scene, was convicted of the murder and sentenced to 16 years in prison. He was released after serving 13 years, and is currently being investigated for allegedly physically and sexually assaulting a former girlfriend since being freed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/amanda-knox-slander-meredith-kercher-murder-italy-bf365f08a59698ffcfd31f208c1a7d9e
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Israel threatens to strike Iran directly if Iran launches attack from its territory

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Wednesday reiterated his promises to retaliate against Israel over the killing of two Iranian Generals in Syria. State TV broadcast carried Khamenei's remarks live while he addressed a prayer ceremony in Tehran to celebrate the end of Ramadan.
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    [image: In this photo released by the official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei delivers his sermon during Eid al-Fitr, in Tehran, Iran, April 10, 2024. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei leads Eid al-Fitr prayer marking the end of the Muslims holy fasting month of Ramadan, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Ayatollah Khamenei reiterated on Wednesday a promise to retaliate against Israel over the killings of Iranian generals in Syria. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)]
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[image: Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian, right, leaves after the opening of the new Iranian consulate building in Damascus, Syria, Monday, April 8, 2024. Iran's foreign minister Monday accused the United States of giving Israel the "green light" to strike the consulate building in Syria that killed seven Iranian military officials including two generals. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel's foreign minister threatened Wednesday that his country's forces would strike Iran directly if the Islamic Republic launched an attack from its territory against Israel. 
His comments came amid heightened tensions between the rival powers following the killings of Iranian generals in a blast at the Iranian consulate in Syria earlier this month.
"If Iran attacks from its territory, Israel will respond and attack in Iran," Israel Katz said in a post on X in both Farsi and Hebrew.
Earlier Wednesday, Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei reiterated a promise to retaliate against Israel over the attack on its consulate in Damascus.




Tehran holds Israel responsible for the strike that leveled the building, killing 12 people. Israel has not acknowledged its involvement, though it has been bracing for an Iranian response to the attack, a significant escalation in their long-running shadow war.

    


The strike killed Gen. Mohammad Reza Zahedi, a senior figure in Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard who led the group's elite Quds Force in Lebanon and Syria until 2016. The 11 others who died included six Revolutionary Guard members, four Syrians and a Hezbollah militia member. 
Israel has attacked scores of Iranian-linked targets in Syria over the years with the apparent intent of disrupting arms transfers and other cooperation with Lebanon's Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran. The Israeli army rarely comments on these attacks. Since the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza began six months ago, there have been near-daily exchanges of fire between Israeli forces and Hezbollah along the Israel-Lebanon border. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gaza's Hamas rulers, who triggered the war by attacking southern Israel on Oct. 7, are also backed by Iran. Tehran also backs an umbrella group of Iraqi militias targeting U.S. military bases and positions in Syria and Iraq, known as The Islamic Resistance of Iraq.

    


Khamenei made the remarks at a prayer ceremony celebrating the end of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, saying the strike on its consular was akin to an attack on Iranian territory.
"When they attacked our consulate area, it was like they attacked our territory," Khamenei said, in remarks broadcast by Iranian state TV. "The evil regime must be punished, and it will be punished." 
Neither Katz nor the Ayatollah elaborated on the way they would retaliate.
Khamenei also criticized the West, particularly the U.S. and Britain, for supporting Israel in its war against Hamas in Gaza.
"It was expected they (would) prevent (Israel) in this disaster. They did not. They did not fulfil their duties, the Western governments," he said.
Iran does not recognize Israel.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-israel-retaliation-killed-general-b2e8625500409405c9dc88731063fa71
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Muslims worldwide celebrate Eid al-Fitr in the shadow of Gaza's misery

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Muslims around the world were celebrating the Eid al-Fitr holiday, marking the end of the Islamic holy month with prayers, family reunions, and sweet treats. But the celebrations were overshadowed by the worsening humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip and Israel's expected offensive in the city of Rafah despite efforts from its Western allies to halt the fighting after six months of war. (AP video shot by Mohammad Habib Rahmani, Lujain Jo, Imad Issied, Mohsen Ganji and Mohammad Habib Rahmani)
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            Muslims around the Arab world celebrate the Eid al-Fitr holiday, marking the end of Ramadan

        
        
            Muslims around the world were celebrating the Eid al-Fitr holiday, marking the end of the Islamic holy month with prayers, family reunions, and sweet treats. But the celebrations were overshadowed by the worsening humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip and Israel's expected offensive in the city of Rafah despite efforts from its Western allies to halt the fighting after six months of war. (AP video shot by Mohammad Habib Rahmani, Lujain Jo, Imad Issied, Mohsen Ganji and Mohammad Habib Rahmani)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Muslims around the Arab world celebrate the Eid al-Fitr holiday, marking the end of Ramadan
Muslims around the world were celebrating the Eid al-Fitr holiday, marking the end of the Islamic holy month with prayers, family reunions, and sweet treats. But the celebrations were overshadowed by the worsening humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip and Israel's expected offensive in the city of Rafah despite efforts from its Western allies to halt the fighting after six months of war. (AP video shot by Mohammad Habib Rahmani, Lujain Jo, Imad Issied, Mohsen Ganji and Mohammad Habib Rahmani)
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            Indonesian Muslims hold Eid al-Fitr prayers to mark the end of Ramadan

        
        
            Muslims in Indonesia joined communal prayers shoulder-to-shoulder on the streets and inside mosques on Wednesday. Jakarta's Istiqlal Grand Mosque, the largest in Southeast Asia, was flooded with devotees offering morning prayers. The Eid al-Fitr holiday marking the end of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan was celebrated on Wednesday with family reunions, new clothes and sweet treats. (AP video/Andi Jatmiko)
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            Muslims across Europe celebrate the end of Ramadan performing Eid prayers

        
        
            Muslims around Europe celebrated the Eid al-Fitr holiday Wednesday, marking the end of the Islamic holy month with family reunions, new clothes and sweet treats. (AP video/Mehmet Guzel)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Muslims across Europe celebrate the end of Ramadan performing Eid prayers
Muslims around Europe celebrated the Eid al-Fitr holiday Wednesday, marking the end of the Islamic holy month with family reunions, new clothes and sweet treats. (AP video/Mehmet Guzel)
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            Eid al-Fitr celebrations in Karachi begin with prayers marking the end of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan

        
        
            Pakistani Muslims performed Eid al-Fitr prayers in parks and sports grounds in Karachi on Wednesday, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan. The prayer leaders prayed for the improvement in the conditions of Palestinians amid the Israel-Hamas war. (AP Video/Muhammad Farooq)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Eid al-Fitr celebrations in Karachi begin with prayers marking the end of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan
Pakistani Muslims performed Eid al-Fitr prayers in parks and sports grounds in Karachi on Wednesday, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan. The prayer leaders prayed for the improvement in the conditions of Palestinians amid the Israel-Hamas war. (AP Video/Muhammad Farooq)
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            Grieving relatives spend the first morning of Eid al-Fitr at Deir Al-Balah cemetery

        
        
            In a cemetery in Deir Al-Balah, grieving mothers spent the first morning of Eid al-Fitr at the grave sides of their dead sons and daughters killed in the ongoing Israel-Hamas war in Gaza. After morning prayers, Muslims often visit the graves of deceased loved ones during the three day festival that marks the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan. (AP Video by Abd Kareem Hana)
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    [image: Muslims attend prayers at National Mosque for the Eid al-Fitr, marking the end the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]
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Muslims attend prayers at National Mosque for the Eid al-Fitr, marking the end the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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[image: Muslim devotees offer Eid al-Fitr prayers to mark the end of Ramadan, the Islamic holy month of fasting, in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, April. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)]
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Muslim devotees offer Eid al-Fitr prayers to mark the end of Ramadan, the Islamic holy month of fasting, in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, April. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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[image: Muslim women perform an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, at historical Badshahi mosque in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)]
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Muslim women perform an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, at historical Badshahi mosque in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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[image: A worshipper performs an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the Muslims' holy fasting month of Ramadan, in Tehran, Iran, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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A worshipper performs an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the Muslims' holy fasting month of Ramadan, in Tehran, Iran, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Muslims perform an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)]
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Muslims perform an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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[image: A Muslim child stands beside his father performing an Eid al-Fitr prayer with others, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]
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A Muslim child stands beside his father performing an Eid al-Fitr prayer with others, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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[image: A little girl takes part alongside men in Eid al-Fitr prayers in Bucharest, Romania, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Members of the Romanian Muslim community joined prayers at the Dinamo stadium in the Romanian capital, in the largest Muslim public gathering of the year. Eid al-Fitr marks the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Muslims perform Eid al-Fitr prayers, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan in Lagos, Nigeria, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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Muslims perform Eid al-Fitr prayers, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan in Lagos, Nigeria, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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[image: Muslim men perform an Eid al-Fitr prayer marking the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan on a street in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]
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[image: Muslims perform an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 20 | Muslims perform an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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Muslims perform an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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[image: Muslims offer prayers at National Mosque for the Eid al-Fitr, marking the end the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 20 | Muslims offer prayers at National Mosque for the Eid al-Fitr, marking the end the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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Muslims offer prayers at National Mosque for the Eid al-Fitr, marking the end the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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[image: Palestinians gather for Eid al-Fitr prayers by the Dome of the Rock shrine in the Al Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The holiday marks the end of the holy month of Ramadan, when devout Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]
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Palestinians gather for Eid al-Fitr prayers by the Dome of the Rock shrine in the Al Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem's Old City, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The holiday marks the end of the holy month of Ramadan, when devout Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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[image: A Muslim woman shows her daughter how to pray as they attend prayers at National Mosque for the Eid al-Fitr, marking the end the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Muslims pray outside a mosque as they celebrate Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of the Muslims' holy fasting month of Ramadan, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 20 | Muslims pray outside a mosque as they celebrate Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of the Muslims' holy fasting month of Ramadan, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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Muslims pray outside a mosque as they celebrate Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of the Muslims' holy fasting month of Ramadan, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)
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[image: A Bosnian Muslim man prays with his son during the first day of Eid al-Fitr, which marks the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Gazi Husrev-beg Mosque in Sarajevo, Bosnia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut)]
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[image: Muslim men offer the Eid al-Fitr prayers to mark the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan at the Niujie Mosque in Beijing, China, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 20 | Muslim men offer the Eid al-Fitr prayers to mark the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan at the Niujie Mosque in Beijing, China, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Muslim women attend an Eid al-Fitr prayer marking the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 20 | Muslim women attend an Eid al-Fitr prayer marking the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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Muslim women attend an Eid al-Fitr prayer marking the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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[image: Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan outside al-Seddik mosque in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 20 | Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan outside al-Seddik mosque in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan outside al-Seddik mosque in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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[image: Muslim children share Eid greeting after attending an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan in Karachi, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 20 | Muslim children share Eid greeting after attending an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan in Karachi, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan)
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Muslim children share Eid greeting after attending an Eid al-Fitr prayer, marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan in Karachi, Pakistan, Wednesday, April, 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan)
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[image: Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 20 | Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinians visit the graves of their relatives who were killed in the war between Israel and the Hamas militant group on the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        ISTANBUL (AP) -- Muslims around the world celebrated the Eid al-Fitr holiday Wednesday, marking the end of the holy month of Ramadan. But events were overshadowed by the worsening crisis in Gaza and Israel's expected military offensive in Rafah city after six months of war.
"We should not forget our brothers and sisters in Palestine," one imam, Abdulrahman Musa, said in Kenya's capital, Nairobi. "They have been subjected to unjustified aggression and a lot of violence (as) the world is watching in silence."
In a holiday message, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan sent support to Gaza, which he called a "bleeding wound on the conscience of humanity."
In Istanbul, some of the thousands of worshipers at the Aya Sofya Mosque carried Palestinian flags and chanted slogans in support of residents of Gaza, where the United Nations warns that more than a million people are at threat of imminent famine and little aid is allowed in.

    


Inside Gaza, there was little joy. Palestinians in the refugee camp of Jabaliya near Gaza City mourned loved ones among the over 33,000 killed in Israel's offensive in response to Hamas's deadly Oct. 7 attack in Israel.
Om Nidal Abu Omeira sat alone among bombed-out buildings and wept on the grave of her mother, son-in-law, and grandson. All were killed in Israel's offensive.
"They (the children) keep saying, 'I miss my father, where is he?' I tell them that he's in heaven," she told The Associated Press. "They start crying, and then I start crying with them."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Elsewhere, people were grateful for the plenty they had after a month of fasting and reflection. Before the holiday, markets around the world teemed with shoppers. Residents poured out of cities to return to villages to celebrate with loved ones.
In Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim nation, nearly three-quarters of the population were traveling for the annual homecoming known locally as "mudik."

    


"This is a right moment to reconnect, like recharging energy that has been drained almost a year away from home," said civil servant Ridho Alfian.
Jakarta's Istiqlal Grand Mosque, the largest in Southeast Asia, was flooded with devotees. Preachers in their sermons called on people to pray for Muslims in Gaza.
"This is the time for Muslims and non-Muslims to show humanitarian solidarity, because the conflict in Gaza is not a religious war, but a humanitarian problem," said Jimly Asshiddiqie, who chairs the advisory board of the Indonesian Mosque Council.
In Berlin, worshipers reflected the world, coming from Benin, Ghana, Syria, Afghanistan and Turkey.
"It's a day where we feel grateful for everything we have here, and think and give to those who are poor, facing war and have to go hungry," said Azhra Ahmad, a 45-year-old mother of five.
In Pakistan, authorities deployed more than 100,000 police and paramilitary forces to maintain security at mosques and marketplaces.
In Malaysia, ethnic Malay Muslims performed morning prayers at mosques nationwide just weeks after socks printed with the word "Allah" at a convenience store chain sparked a furor. Many found it offensive.

    


Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim called for unity and reconciliation, saying no groups should be sidelined based on religion or any other reason.
In Russia, worshipers gathered as their leaders vowed loyalty to fellow citizens amid tensions following last month's attack by an extremist group on a music hall outside Moscow in which 130 people were killed. The Islamic State group's Afghanistan affiliate claimed responsibility.
"As our country's president, Vladimir Putin, said, terrorism has neither a nationality nor a religion, the chairman of the Council of Muftis in Russia said. "We call to unite against the threat, against those dark forces."
___
Karmini contributed from Jakarta along with Associated Press journalists around the world.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eid-al-fitr-muslims-homecoming-868fcffe89540389339ae67f64d070cc
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    [image: FILE - A bride holds a bouquet during her wedding in Ein Hemed, Israel on Dec. 14, 2017. The Marriage Pact is an annual matching ritual that has become a popular staple on nearly 90 college campuses around the country. About 500,000 students have done the pact since it first rolled out at Stanford University in 2017. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)]
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[image: This image provided by Katie Richards shows Miguel Corzo and Katie Richards last fall in Chicago. Richards and Corzo got engaged during the April 8 eclipse after participating in the Marriage Pact at Boston College in early 2021. The pact is a popular staple on nearly 90 campuses around the U.S. (Katie Richards via AP).]
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[image: This March 31, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Paul Armstrong and Shelby Merrill in Tyngsborough, Mass. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)]
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[image: This Feb. 2, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Shelby Merrill and Paul Armstrong at the Portland Head Light in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | This Feb. 2, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Shelby Merrill and Paul Armstrong at the Portland Head Light in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)
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    [image: FILE - A bride holds a bouquet during her wedding in Ein Hemed, Israel on Dec. 14, 2017. The Marriage Pact is an annual matching ritual that has become a popular staple on nearly 90 college campuses around the country. About 500,000 students have done the pact since it first rolled out at Stanford University in 2017. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit, File)]
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[image: This image provided by Katie Richards shows Miguel Corzo and Katie Richards last fall in Chicago. Richards and Corzo got engaged during the April 8 eclipse after participating in the Marriage Pact at Boston College in early 2021. The pact is a popular staple on nearly 90 campuses around the U.S. (Katie Richards via AP).]
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[image: This March 31, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Paul Armstrong and Shelby Merrill in Tyngsborough, Mass. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | This March 31, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Paul Armstrong and Shelby Merrill in Tyngsborough, Mass. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)
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This March 31, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Paul Armstrong and Shelby Merrill in Tyngsborough, Mass. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)
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[image: This Feb. 2, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Shelby Merrill and Paul Armstrong at the Portland Head Light in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | This Feb. 2, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Shelby Merrill and Paul Armstrong at the Portland Head Light in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)
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This Feb. 2, 2024 image provided by Shelby Merrill shows Shelby Merrill and Paul Armstrong at the Portland Head Light in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. The two met in college through the Marriage Pact, a popular ritual that students around the country participate in each year. (Shelby Merrill via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's the stuff of movies: Two friends vow to marry each other if they're not hitched by a specified future date or age.
Well, the Marriage Pact, an annual matching ritual that has become popular on nearly 90 college campuses around the U.S., has turned that dusty cliche into fun.
And a few couples have found lasting love.
Nearly half a million students have participated since the pact first rolled out at Stanford University in 2017. Born of an economics project by two students there, the pact involves an algorithm that rates matches based on such statements as "I prefer politically incorrect humor" and "I pride myself on telling hard truths."
Unlike dating apps and services, each student gets just one name, a percentage on the quality of the match and an email address to reach out.
"The idea is, if you think about everybody who goes to your college, surely there's someone who is a good backup plan for you," said Liam McGregor, one of the students who came up with the pact. "Not a Prince Charming, you know, not your perfect person necessarily, but maybe somebody whose number you should have."

    


The questions, he said, "are selected based on, hey, what do we need to know to have a 50-year relationship with someone? Can we make it a great one?"




WHO SIGNS UP FOR THE MARRIAGE PACT?
Many students do it with friends just for fun and don't follow up. Others are ghosted after trying to make contact. A tiny fraction land in long-term relationships, even marriage.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Count Max Walker and Melia Summers in that last group. The two were New York University students when they did the pact in fall 2020. It was just a lark for both. He was in New York and she was at NYU's Abu Dhabi campus. They chatted online for months, then Summers took a semester to study in New York.
Their first physical date, for pizza, was nearly a year after their match. Wedding bells will ring June 29. The quality of the match, according to the algorithm, was 99.65%

    


Take that, Tinder.
"We liked the same music. We did the same sports. We're both from rural places," Summers said. "It was kind of funny, right? It's someone saying that they can find your, like, ultimate match. I didn't really know if I was ready for my ultimate match at the time but I thought that was kind of a funny promise. And also, my friends were doing it, and we thought it'd be kind of interesting to do it together."
The two plan to move to Knoxville, Tennessee, after the wedding so Walker can attend law school there.
HOW THE MARRIAGE PACT BEGAN
McGregor, who runs the pact, said it spread quickly after word got out. Students from 15 other schools tried in the beginning to get in on the Stanford pact because it wasn't available on their campuses. That's not allowed. A campus-specific email address is required.
Rather than dwell on physical beauty and personal stats like height and hair color, he said, the Marriage Pact focuses its 50-question survey on core values. Communication styles and conflict resolution. Smoking and drug habits. And things like: "If you do nothing for an entire day, how do you feel?" On a 1 to 7 scale, "like a lard" is 1 and "like royalty" is 7.

    


The University of Michigan marriage pact poses this puzzler: "There is a place for revenge when someone has wronged me." On the 1-7 scale, 1 is "turn the other cheek" and 7 is "plotting rn." The Boston College pact wants to know: "I would end a friendship over differing political views," and the Notre Dame questionnaire queries: "I would send older relatives to a nursing home."
Questions are tailored for each campus since values may vary among students. At Georgetown, questions about politics and ambition are included, for example, whereas the Stanford pact may ask about things like careerism and spontaneity. 
Pandemic restrictions kicked in as the pact spread wide to new campuses. "It was just harder to date," said Katie Richards, who did the pact at Boston College in February 2021. 
Richards, now 25, was matched with Miguel Corzo, also 25. Both were seniors. After some time dating long distance after graduation, they now live together in Philadelphia and just marked their third anniversary. He got down on one knee and proposed during the recent eclipse's totality in Erie, Pennsylvania, offering a diamond ring just as the moon left a glowing ring around the sun.

    


"We just did the Marriage Pact because our friends did it. We were just like, oh, you know, why not? It's something to do while everyone's locked away," Corzo said.
NOT EVERY MATCH LEADS TO LOVE
About 30% of matches meet up in person, and 1 in 9 of those end up dating for a year or longer, McGregor said. He knows of several other engaged couples. Some couples who were already dating have participated for fun and wound up matched with each other, he said.
McGregor was stunned at the interest in his little project after receiving the go-ahead from an economics professor.

    


"We sort of said, hey, could we get 100 people to sign up, because the matches won't be any good if fewer than 100 people sign up. In the first day, more than 1,000 people signed up, and the next day another 1,000 people signed up. By the end of the week, 60% of everyone at Stanford had signed up to get their optimal marital backup plan," he said.
Some students do the pact over and over again. It took Paul Armstrong and Shelby Merrill just one try in 2022 at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. Neither took it that seriously at the beginning.
"All my buddies filled it out," Armstrong said. "I got a lot luckier than they did."
Their match hit 99.9%. Armstrong mailed off a personal resume to Merrill with some of his stats, likes and skills, listing among the latter: "Making playlists on Spotify (please don't have Apple Music)."
"When they sent me his email I was like, I'm not going to email him. This is dumb. But then he sent me that and I was like, OK, he put some effort into it. This is cute," Merrill said.
The two, who live in separate Massachusetts towns, are planning their first overseas trip together, to Scandinavia. At 24 (Paul) and 23 (Shelby), they're planning to move in together at some point.
"We're not in any rush," Armstrong said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/marriage-pact-campus-life-dating-e3ba70ebb02f08c95001fd74e8cbe3b6
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Judge in Trump's classified files case agrees to redact witness names, granting prosecution request

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image, contained in the indictment against former President Donald Trump, shows boxes of records stored in a bathroom and shower in the Lake Room at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla. The classified documents investigation of Donald Trump appeared to have clear momentum in 2022 when FBI agents who searched the former president's Mar-a-Lago estate recovered dozens of boxes containing sensitive documents. But each passing day brings mounting doubts that the case can reach trial this year. The judge has yet to set a firm trial date despite holding two hours-long hearings with lawyers this month. (Justice Department via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This image, contained in the indictment against former President Donald Trump, shows boxes of records stored in a bathroom and shower in the Lake Room at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla. The classified documents investigation of Donald Trump appeared to have clear momentum in 2022 when FBI agents who searched the former president's Mar-a-Lago estate recovered dozens of boxes containing sensitive documents. But each passing day brings mounting doubts that the case can reach trial this year. The judge has yet to set a firm trial date despite holding two hours-long hearings with lawyers this month. (Justice Department via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The federal judge presiding over the classified documents case against former President Donald Trump granted a request by prosecutors on Tuesday aimed at protecting the identities of potential government witnesses.
But U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon refused to categorically block witness statements from being disclosed, saying there was no basis for such a "sweeping" and "blanket" restriction on their inclusion in pretrial motions.
The 24-page order centers on a dispute between special counsel Jack Smith's team and lawyers for Trump over how much information about witnesses and their statements could be made public ahead of trial. The disagreement, which had been pending for weeks, was one of many that had piled up before Cannon and had slowed the pace of the case against Trump -- one of four prosecutions he is confronting.

    


The case remains without a firm trial date, though both sides have said they could be ready this summer. Cannon, who earlier faced blistering criticism over her decision to grant Trump's request for an independent arbiter to review documents obtained during an FBI search of Mar-a-Lago, made clear her continued skepticism of the government's theory of prosecution, saying Tuesday that the case raised "still-developing and somewhat muddled questions."




In reconsidering an earlier order and siding with prosecutors on the protection of witness identities, Cannon likely averted a dramatic exacerbation of tensions with Smith's team, which last week called a separate order from the judge "fundamentally flawed."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The issue surfaced in January when defense lawyers filed in partially redacted form a motion that sought to require prosecutors to turn over a trove of documents that they said would bolster their claim that the Biden administration had sought to "weaponize" the government in charging Trump. 

    


Defense lawyers asked permission to file the motion, which included as attachments information that they had obtained from prosecutors, in mostly unredacted form. But prosecutors objected to unsealing the motion to the extent that it would reveal the identity of any potential government witness.
Cannon then granted the defense request for the motion and its exhibits to be filed in unredacted form as long as the personal identifying information of witnesses remained sealed. Smith's team asked her to reconsider, saying that witnesses could be exposed to threats and harassments if publicly identified.
In agreeing Tuesday for the witness names to remain redacted, she wrote, "Although the record is clear that the Special Counsel could have, and should have, raised its current arguments previously, the Court elects, upon a full review of those newly raised arguments, to reconsider its prior Order."
Still, the order was not a complete win for prosecutors. 
Cannon rejected a request by Smith's team to seal from pretrial motions the substance of all witness statements, with the exception of information that could be used to identify witnesses.

    


"As for legal authority, the cases cited in the Special Counsel's papers do not lend support to this sweeping request; nor do they appear to have been offered as such," Cannon wrote. "And based on the Court's independent research, granting this request would be unprecedented: the Court cannot locate any case -- high-profile or otherwise -- in which a court has authorized anything remotely similar to the sweeping relief sought here."
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Amanda Knox faces a new slander trial in Italy that could remove the last legal stain against her

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Amanda Knox speaks at a Criminal Justice Festival at the University of Modena, Italy, Saturday, June 15, 2019. Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | Amanda Knox speaks at a Criminal Justice Festival at the University of Modena, Italy, Saturday, June 15, 2019. Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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[image: FILE - Amanda Knox, left, talks to reporters as her mother, Edda Mellas, right, looks on outside Mellas' home in Seattle, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | FILE - Amanda Knox, left, talks to reporters as her mother, Edda Mellas, right, looks on outside Mellas' home in Seattle, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file)
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[image: FILE - In this Sept. 26, 2008 Amanda Knox, center, is escorted by Italian penitentiary police officers to Perugia's court. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | FILE - In this Sept. 26, 2008 Amanda Knox, center, is escorted by Italian penitentiary police officers to Perugia's court. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito, File)
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[image: FILE - An undated photo of Meredith Kercher, American student Amanda Knox's flatmate in Perugia, central Italy, where she was found dead on the floor of her bedroom on Nov. 1, 2007. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British flatmate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/files)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | FILE - An undated photo of Meredith Kercher, American student Amanda Knox's flatmate in Perugia, central Italy, where she was found dead on the floor of her bedroom on Nov. 1, 2007. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British flatmate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/files)
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[image: FILE- Congolese pub owner Diya "Patrick" Lumumba who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, looks on outside Perugia's court, central Italy, Tuesday Sept. 16, 2008. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | FILE- Congolese pub owner Diya "Patrick" Lumumba who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, looks on outside Perugia's court, central Italy, Tuesday Sept. 16, 2008. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni, File)
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[image: FILE- Diya "Patrick" Lumumba, left, a Congolese citizen who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, flanked by his lawyer Carlo Pacelli, arrives at the Italy's highest court building, in Rome, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | FILE- Diya "Patrick" Lumumba, left, a Congolese citizen who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, flanked by his lawyer Carlo Pacelli, arrives at the Italy's highest court building, in Rome, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Rudy Hermann Guede, center, is escorted by Italian penitentiary police officers as he leaves Perugia's court, Italy, Friday, Sept. 26, 2008. Guede was convicted for the slaying of Meredith Kercher in Perugia, Italy, where she was studying and sharing an apartment with U.S. student Amanda Knox. Guede has denied killing Kercher. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | FILE - Rudy Hermann Guede, center, is escorted by Italian penitentiary police officers as he leaves Perugia's court, Italy, Friday, Sept. 26, 2008. Guede was convicted for the slaying of Meredith Kercher in Perugia, Italy, where she was studying and sharing an apartment with U.S. student Amanda Knox. Guede has denied killing Kercher. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito, File)
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[image: FILE - Rudy Guede, left, leaves the penitentiary for a temporary release of thirty-six hours, in Viterbo, Italy, on June 25, 2016. Guede, the only person convicted in the 2007 murder of British student Meredith Kercher has been freed after serving most of his 16-year prison sentence. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | FILE - Rudy Guede, left, leaves the penitentiary for a temporary release of thirty-six hours, in Viterbo, Italy, on June 25, 2016. Guede, the only person convicted in the 2007 murder of British student Meredith Kercher has been freed after serving most of his 16-year prison sentence. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Amanda Knox faces a new slander trial in Italy that could remove the last legal stain against her

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Amanda Knox speaks at a Criminal Justice Festival at the University of Modena, Italy, Saturday, June 15, 2019. Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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Amanda Knox speaks at a Criminal Justice Festival at the University of Modena, Italy, Saturday, June 15, 2019. Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Amanda Knox, left, talks to reporters as her mother, Edda Mellas, right, looks on outside Mellas' home in Seattle, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | FILE - Amanda Knox, left, talks to reporters as her mother, Edda Mellas, right, looks on outside Mellas' home in Seattle, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file)
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FILE - Amanda Knox, left, talks to reporters as her mother, Edda Mellas, right, looks on outside Mellas' home in Seattle, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file)
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[image: FILE - In this Sept. 26, 2008 Amanda Knox, center, is escorted by Italian penitentiary police officers to Perugia's court. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito, File)]
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FILE - In this Sept. 26, 2008 Amanda Knox, center, is escorted by Italian penitentiary police officers to Perugia's court. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - An undated photo of Meredith Kercher, American student Amanda Knox's flatmate in Perugia, central Italy, where she was found dead on the floor of her bedroom on Nov. 1, 2007. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British flatmate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/files)]
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[image: FILE- Congolese pub owner Diya "Patrick" Lumumba who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, looks on outside Perugia's court, central Italy, Tuesday Sept. 16, 2008. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni, File)]
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[image: FILE- Diya "Patrick" Lumumba, left, a Congolese citizen who was originally jailed for the murder of Meredith Kercher, flanked by his lawyer Carlo Pacelli, arrives at the Italy's highest court building, in Rome, Friday, March 27, 2015. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander against Lumumba in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rudy Hermann Guede, center, is escorted by Italian penitentiary police officers as he leaves Perugia's court, Italy, Friday, Sept. 26, 2008. Guede was convicted for the slaying of Meredith Kercher in Perugia, Italy, where she was studying and sharing an apartment with U.S. student Amanda Knox. Guede has denied killing Kercher. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rudy Guede, left, leaves the penitentiary for a temporary release of thirty-six hours, in Viterbo, Italy, on June 25, 2016. Guede, the only person convicted in the 2007 murder of British student Meredith Kercher has been freed after serving most of his 16-year prison sentence. Amanda Knox faces yet another trial for slander in a case that could remove the last remaining guilty verdict against her nine years after Italy's highest court definitively threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate, Meredith Kercher. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)]
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- Amanda Knox faces another trial for slander this week in Italy in a case that could remove the last legal stain against her, nine years after Italy's highest court threw out her conviction for the murder of her 21-year-old British roommate.
Knox, who was a 20-year-old student when she was accused along with her then-boyfriend of murdering Meredith Kercher in 2007, has built a life back in the United States as an advocate, writer, podcaster and producer -- with much of her work drawing on her experience.
Now 36 and the mother of two small children, Knox campaigns for criminal justice reform and to raise awareness about forced confessions. She has recorded a series on resilience for a meditation app and has a podcast with her husband, Christopher Robinson, and an upcoming limited series on her struggles within the Italian legal system for Hulu that has Monica Lewinsky as an executive producer.

    


Despite a definitive ruling by Italy's Cassation Court in 2015 that Knox and then-boyfriend Raffaele Sollecito did not commit the crime, and the conviction of another man whose DNA was at the scene, doubts persist about Knox's role with the victim's family and the man she wrongly accused. 




That is largely due to the slander conviction for wrongly accusing a Congolese bar owner in the killing, which was confirmed by the highest court in 2015. That conviction was only thrown out last November, based on a European Court of Human Rights ruling that found Knox's rights had been violated in a long night of questioning without a lawyer and official translator.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even now, Knox isn't sure that a not guilty verdict in the new trial, which opens Wednesday in Florence, will persuade her detractors.
"On the one hand, I am glad I have this chance to clear my name, and hopefully that will take away the stigma that I have been living with,'' Knox, who did not respond to an interview request, said on her podcast Labyrinths in December.

    


"On the other hand, I don't know if it ever will, in the way I am still traumatized by it," she said. "I am sure people will still hold it against me because they don't want to understand what happened, and they don't want to accept that an innocent person can be gaslit and coerced into what I went through."
Knox said on her podcast that she expects to testify, but her lawyer said she is not expected in court for opening day.
The Kercher family lawyer, Francesco Maresca, said the high court's exoneration did little in his mind to dispel doubts following Knox's conviction by a trial court and two appeals courts, the first confirming her sentence of 26 years and the second raising it to 28 1/2 years.
"This trial never ends,'' Maresca told The Associated Press, obscuring "the memory of poor Meredith, who is always remembered for these procedural aspects and not as a student and young woman."
Among his doubts, Maresca cited Knox's confused retraction of her accusation against Patrick Lumumba, the owner of the bar where she worked part-time, and the verdict in Rudy Guede's conviction for killing Kercher that maintains that the Ivorian man did not act alone.

    


Now 36, Guede was released from prison in 2021 after serving 13 years of a 16-year term handed down in a fast-track trial. Guede was recently ordered to wear a monitoring bracelet and not leave his home at night after an ex-girlfriend accused him of physical and sexual abuse. An investigation is ongoing.
Knox's new trial will admit just one piece of evidence: her four-page handwritten statement that the court will examine to see if it contains elements to support slander against Lumumba. Despite having an ironclad alibi, he was held in jail for some two weeks before police released him. Lumumba has since left Italy.
Two earlier statements typed up by police that Knox signed in the early hours of Nov. 6, 2007 that contained the accusation, and were considered the most incriminating, have been ruled inadmissible by Italy's highest court.
The four-page letter, which she wrote in the same 53-hour span of questioning over four days starting Nov. 5, reflects someone in a state of confusion, trying to reconcile what police have told her with her own recollections.

    


"In regards to this 'confession' that I made last night, I want to make clear that I'm very doubtful of the verity of my statements because they were made under the pressures of stress, shock and extreme exhaustion,'' Knox wrote.
She referred to police statements that she would be arrested and jailed for 30 years and that Sollecito was turning against her.
Lauria Baldassare, an Italian lawyer who founded the Innocents Project, said the topic of wrongful convictions in Italy is starting to "create social alarm as it assumes important dimensions." 
He cited 10 cases of defendants being paid damages for wrongful convictions over the last decade, but said they faced difficulty in escaping the stigma of their initial guilty verdict -- much like Knox.

    


"There is still part of the public opinion that does not accept the Court of Cassation's decision, and these debates become a sport,'' said Baldassare, whose organization is independent from the Innocence Project that Knox works with. "Italy does not have the maturity to accept an exoneration, because social prejudices are stronger than the finding."
___
This story was first published on April 9, 2024. It was updated on April 10, 2024, to correct when Know was exonerated and the dates that her questioning began and when she signed statements typed up by police.
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A fire in a 16-story Hong Kong residential building kills at least 5 people and injures dozens

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A fire in a large building in Hong Kong killed at least five people and left another 27 injured. The blaze in the New Lucky House in Jordan neighborhood was extinguished, but police said people inside the building still were calling for help.
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    [image: Firefighters walk past a building called New Lucky House where a fire started in Hong Kong, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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[image: Damages are seen on a building called New Lucky House where a fire started in Hong Kong, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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[image: CORRECTS TO AMBULANCE WORKERS INSTEAD OF FIREFIGHTERS - Ambulance workers walk past a building called New Lucky House where a fire started in Hong Kong, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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[image: Onlookers stand near a building called New Lucky House where a fire started in Hong Kong, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- A fire in a large, mostly residential building in Hong Kong on Wednesday morning killed at least five people and left another 36 injured. 
Some 250 residents were rescued from the New Lucky House in Hong Kong's Jordan neighborhood and the fire was extinguished. 
The fire services department said that the fire began on the first and second floors of the 16-story building, where a gym and licensed guest rooms were located. More investigation was needed into the cause of the fire, officials said.
The five who died were apparently trying to escape the building. 
The New Lucky House has 200 units and was built in 1964.
Hong Kong's Chief Executive John Lee expressed his condolences to victims' families and said that the relevant departments were instructed to provide assistance to all those affected by the fire.
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    [image: FILE - Laxmi Narayan Tripathi, leader of the "Kinnar Akhara," a monastic order of the transgender community, meets with followers at the Kumbh Mela festival in Pragraj, India, Feb. 5, 2019. The Kumbh Mela is a series of ritual baths by Hindu holy men, and other pilgrims that dates back to at least medieval times. The Vatican has issued a new document rejecting the concept of changing one]
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                                        The Vatican has issued a new document rejecting the concept of changing one's biological sex - a setback for transgender people who had hoped Pope Francis might be setting the stage for a more welcoming approach from the Catholic Church.
Around the world, major religions have diverse approaches to gender identity, and the inclusion or exclusion of transgender people. Some examples:
Christianity
The Catholic Church's disapproving stance toward gender transition is shared by some other denominations. For example, the Southern Baptist Convention - the largest Protestant denomination in the United States - adopted a resolution in 2014 stating that "God's design was the creation of two distinct and complementary sexes, male and female." It asserts that gender identity "is determined by biological sex, not by one's self-perception"
However, numerous mainline Protestant denominations welcome trans people as members and as clergy. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America elected an openly transgender man as a bishop in 2021.

    


Islam
In Islam, there isn't a single central religious authority and policies can vary in different regions.




Abbas Shouman, secretary-general of Al-Azhar's Council of Senior Scholars in Cairo, said that "for us, ... sex conversion is completely rejected."
"It is God who has determined the ... sex of the fetus and intervening to change that is a change of God's creation, which is completely rejected," Shouman added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Iran, the Shiite theocracy's founder, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, issued a religious decree, or fatwa, decades ago, opening the way for official support for gender transition surgery.
Hinduism
In Hindu society in South Asia, while traditional roles were and are still prescribed for men and women, people of non-binary gender expression have been recognized for millennia and played important roles in holy texts. Third gender people have been revered throughout South Asian history with many rising to significant positions of power under Hindu and Muslim rulers. One survey in 2014 estimated that around 3 million third gender people live in India alone.

    


Sanskrit, the ancient language of Hindu scriptures, has the vocabulary to describe three genders - masculine, feminine and gender-neutral.
The most common group of third gender people in India are known as the "hijras." While some choose to undergo gender reassignment surgery, others are born intersex. Most consider themselves neither male or female.
Some Hindus believe third gender people have special powers and the ability to bless or curse, which has led to stereotyping causing the community to be feared and marginalized. Many live in poverty without proper access to healthcare, housing and employment.
In 2014, India, Nepal and Bangladesh, which is a Muslim-majority country, officially recognized third gender people as citizens deserving of equal rights. The Supreme Court of India stated that "it is the right of every human being to choose their gender," and that recognition of the group "is not a social or medical issue, but a human rights issue."

    


Buddhism
Buddhism has traditionally adhered to binary gender roles, particularly in its monastic traditions where men and women are segregated and assigned specific roles. 
These beliefs remain strong in the Theravada tradition, as seen in the attempt of the Thai Sangha Council, the governing Buddhist body in Thailand, to ban ordinations of transgender people. More recently, the Theravada tradition has somewhat eased restrictions against gender nonconforming people by ordaining them in their sex recorded at birth.
However, the Mahayana, and Vajrayana schools of Buddhism have allowed more exceptions while the Jodo Shinshu sect has been even more inclusive in ordaining transgender monks both in Japan and North America. In Tibetan Buddhism, Tashi Choedup, an openly queer monk, was ordained after their teacher refrained from asking about their gender identity as prescribed by Buddhist doctrine. Many Buddhist denominations, particularly in the West, are intentionally inclusive of transgender people in their sanghas or gatherings.

    


Judaism
Reform Judaism is accepting of transgender people and allows for the ordination of trans rabbis. According to David J. Meyer, who served for many years as a rabbi in Marblehead, Massachusetts, Jewish traditional wisdom allowed possibilities of gender identity and expression that differed from those typically associated with the sex assigned at birth.
"Our mystical texts, the Kabbalah, address the notion of transitioning from one gender to another," he wrote on a Reform-affiliated website.
It's different, for the most part, in Orthodox Judaism. "Most transgender people will find Orthodox communities extremely difficult to navigate," says the Human Rights Campaign, a major U.S. LGBTQ-rights advocacy group.
"Transgender people are further constrained by Orthodox Judaism's emphasis on binary gender and strict separation between men and women," the HRC says. "For example, a transgender person who has not medically transitioned poses a challenge for a rabbi who must decide whether that person will sit with men or women during worship."

    


Rabbi Avi Shafran, spokesman for the Orthodox Jewish organization Agudath Israel of America, wrote a blog post last year after appearing on an Israeli television panel to discuss transgender-related issues.
"There can be no denying that there are people who are deeply conflicted about their gender identities. They deserve to be safe from harm and, facing challenges the rest of us don't, deserve empathy and compassion," Shafran wrote. "But the Torah and its extension, halacha, or Jewish religious law, are unequivocal about the fact that being born in a male body requires living the life of a man, and being born female entails living as a woman."
"In Judaism, each gender has its particular life-role to play," he added. "The bodies God gave us are indications of what we are and what we are not, and of how He wants us to live our lives."
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Peter Higgs, physicist who proposed the existence of the 'God particle,' dies at 94

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Britain's Professor Peter Higgs smiles during a press conference in Edinburgh, Scotland, on Oct. 11, 2013. The University of Edinburgh says Nobel prize-winning physicist Peter Higgs, who proposed the existence of the Higgs boson particle, has died at 94. Higgs predicted the existence of a new particle -- the so-called Higgs boson -- in 1964. But it would be almost 50 years before the particle's existence could be confirmed at the Large Hadron Collider. Higgs won the 2013 Nobel Prize in Physics for his work, alongside Francois Englert of Belgium. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Nobel prize-winning physicist Peter Higgs, who proposed the existence of the so-called "God particle" that helped explain how matter formed after the Big Bang, has died at age 94, the University of Edinburgh said Tuesday.
The university, where Higgs was emeritus professor, said he died Monday following a short illness.
Higgs predicted the existence of a new particle, which came to be known as the Higgs boson, in 1964. He theorized there must be a subatomic particle of certain dimension that would explain how other particles -- and therefore all the stars and planets in the universe -- acquired mass. Without something like this particle, the set of equations physicists use to describe the world, known as the standard model, would not hold together. 
Higgs' work helps scientists understand one of the most fundamental riddles of the universe: how the Big Bang created something out of nothing 13.8 billion years ago. Without mass from the Higgs, particles could not clump together into the matter we interact with every day. 

    


But it would be almost 50 years before the particle's existence could be confirmed. In 2012, in one of the biggest breakthroughs in physics in decades, scientists at CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear Research, announced that they had finally found a Higgs boson using the Large Hadron Collider, the $10 billion atom smasher in a 17-mile (27-kilometer) tunnel under the Swiss-French border.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The collider was designed in large part to find Higgs' particle. It produces collisions with extraordinarily high energies in order to mimic some of the conditions that were present in the trillionths of seconds after the Big Bang. 




Higgs won the 2013 Nobel Prize in Physics for his work, alongside Francois Englert of Belgium, who independently came up with the same theory.
Edinburgh University Vice Chancellor Peter Mathieson said Higgs, who was born in Newcastle, was "a remarkable individual - a truly gifted scientist whose vision and imagination have enriched our knowledge of the world that surrounds us."

    


"His pioneering work has motivated thousands of scientists, and his legacy will continue to inspire many more for generations to come."
Born in Newcastle, northeast England, on May 29, 1929, Higgs studied at King's College, University of London, and was awarded a doctorate in 1954. He spent much of his career at Edinburgh, becoming the Personal Chair of Theoretical Physics at the Scottish university in 1980. He retired in 1996.
One highlight of Higgs' career came in the 2013 presentation at CERN in Geneva where scientists presented in complex terms -- based on statistical analysis unfathomable to most laypeople -- that the boson had been confirmed. He broke into tears, wiping down his glasses in the stands of a CERN lecture hall.
"There was an emotion -- a kind of vibration -- going around in the auditorium,'' Fabiola Gianotti, the CERN director-general told The Associated Press. "That was just a unique moment, a unique experience in a professional life.''

    


"Peter was a very touching person. He was so sweet, so warm at the same time. And so always interested in what other people had to say,'' she said. "Able to listen to other people ... open, and interesting, and interested."
Joel Goldstein, of the School of Physics at the University of Bristol, said: "Peter Higgs was a quiet and modest man, who never seemed comfortable with the fame he achieved even though this work underpins the entire modern theoretical framework of particle physics." 
Gianotti recalled how Higgs often bristled at the term "God particle" for his discovery: "I don't think he liked this kind of definition," she said. "It was not in his style." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/peter-higgs-boson-particle-has-died-94-25975f3de2621cd610b1062f9b440548
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    [image: Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, attends class at the Guinaw Rail Sud public high school in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, sits on the steps of the Guinaw Rail Sud public high school in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 12 | Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, sits on the steps of the Guinaw Rail Sud public high school in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, communicates by sign with his classmates at the Guinaw Rail Sud public high school in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, communicates using sign language at the Guinaw Rail Sud public high school in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, communicates by sign with his mother Khadiatou Koundio as he arrives home from school in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, and known for his talent for drawing and manual activities, paints a small house he built in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, walks home after school in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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[image: Mouhamed Sall, who is deaf, walks home after school in Pikine, Senegal, Monday, March 18, 2024. Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class. (AP Photo/Sylvain Cherkaoui)]
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                                        PIKINE, Senegal (AP) -- Mouhamed Sall stepped to the chalkboard with a glance and quick question in sign language to an assistant. Then he solved the exercise to the silent approval of his classmates, who waved their hands in a display of appreciation.
Sall and three other students are part of a new approach in a small number of schools in Senegal that seat those who are deaf and hard of hearing with the rest of the class.
Some classmates at the sun-washed Apix Guinaw Rails Sud school in a suburb of the capital, Dakar, have embraced the chance to learn sign language in the months since Sall arrived. The class is lively and cheeky: "No teachers allowed in this room," graffiti scrawled above the chalkboard says.
"I have no problem communicating with some colleagues I went to primary school with," Sall said as his mother spoke. "The new colleagues don't know sign language but we still play together."

    


"We've been friends, so it was easy to learn sign language," said classmate Salane Senghor, who also knew Sall in primary school. New classmates were curious, looking to the assistant to find out what he was saying.
The United Nations children's agency says about 60% of children with disabilities in Senegal are not going to school. But the government lacks comprehensive data on the issue and counts only children who are formally registered as having a disability.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're looking for progress from the government to ensure every child, regardless of ability, has the opportunity to learn," said Sara Poehlman with UNICEF Senegal. 




Senegal lacks a national strategy for inclusive education, but it is developing one. Recent political instability in the West African nation has hindered progress.
The challenges are compounded by a stigma that some in Senegal associate with disabilities. Some parents hide their children and prevent them from participating in society.

    


But attitudes are changing. In 2021, Senegal's football team for deaf and hard of hearing players won the first African football championship for such teams and played in the world championship, to the congratulations of Senegal's president. During the recent election, the National Association for the Promotion of the Deaf in Senegal and the International Foundation for Electoral Systems organized a workshop to teach hard-of-hearing voters over 100 election-related terms in sign language.
Now there's more visibility in classrooms.
The organization Humanity and Inclusion last year began partnering with Senegal's education ministry for mixed classes in four public secondary schools with inclusive education practices. Apix is one of them. Humanity and Inclusion funds the hiring of assistants who can communicate in sign language.
"We see that all children are on an equal footing, and that's why we make an inclusive class or school by harmonizing with the hearing pupils," said Papa Amadou, one assistant.
Sall is receiving education free of charge, a big advantage in a part of the world where school fees can be a constant source of stress for parents.

    


Until now, Senegal has had mostly specialized schools for children with disabilities, but they are often private and expensive.
Sall's mother, Khadija Koundio, at first paid about $17 every month for him to attend an activity center for children with learning challenges in their neighborhood. Then he was able to enter primary school with the support of a similar Humanity and Inclusion program created several years ago in a small number of schools for younger students.
Omar Diop, head supervisor at Apix, praised the new secondary school program but said challenges continue.
"It's their first year for the teachers, so that poses a problem because the children come with a much higher level of sign language," Diop said.
Mamadou Konte, the Apix school director, emphasized the need for more teacher training. "We've seen success at our school, but this model needs to be replicated nationwide," Konte added.
Challenges remain for students and families, too. Koundio, president of the parents' association for the school's deaf and hard-of-hearing students, said some of her son's classmates live farther away and struggle with the cost of commuting.

    


Poehlman with UNICEF highlighted government initiatives like the Carte de l'Egalite, which provides financial assistance to families so children can access specialized schools, but she stressed the importance of programs implemented in public schools.
Jandira Monteiro with Humanity and Inclusion urged collaboration between Senegal's ministries of health and education to ensure holistic support for children with disabilities.
Sall said he feels accepted by his peers. The teachers at Apix commend him on his intelligence and his artistic talents in crafting bright models of houses and traditional boats called pirogues.

    


His mother wants him to pursue his passions, including art.
"One day, when I'm gone, he'll have enough to support himself," she said.
___
Ndeye Sene Mbengue in Dakar, Senegal, contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76.
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    [image: FILE - In this Oct. 3, 1995, file photo, O.J. Simpson reacts as he is found not guilty in the death of his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend Ron Goldman in Los Angeles. Defense attorneys F. Lee Bailey, left, and Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. stand with him. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Myung J. Chun/Los Angeles Daily News via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - San Francisco 49ers running back O.J. Simpson is escorted from the field by police after the final NFL football game of his career, Dec. 16, 1979, against in the Atlanta Falcons at Atlanta Fulton County Stadium in Atlanta, Ga. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern Cal's O.J. Simpson poses with the Heisman Trophy at New York's Downtown Athletic Club, Dec. 5, 1968. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson and his wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, arrive for the opening of the Harley-Davidson Cafe in New York on Oct. 19, 1993. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Paul Hurschmann, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this May 14, 2013, file photo, O.J. Simpson sits during a break on the second day of an evidentiary hearing in Clark County District Court in Las Vegas. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Ethan Miller, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this June 21, 1995 file photo, O.J. Simpson holds up his hands before the jury after putting on a new pair of gloves similar to the infamous bloody gloves during his double-murder trial in Los Angeles. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Vince Bucci/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson and his defense attorney Daniel Leonard leave Los Angeles County Superior court in Santa Monica, Calif., Friday, Nov. 22, 1996, after testifying in the wrongful death civil trial against him. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Michael Caulfield, File)]
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[image: FILE - Buffalo Bills running back O.J. Simpson leaves the New York Jets defense behind as he breaks loose for a touchdown in the second quarter of the Bills 34-14 win at Shea Stadium in New York, Dec. 16, 1973. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - In this May 6, 1980, file photo, former NFL football star O.J. Simpson and friend, Nicole Brown get together at party in the Beverly Hills section of Los Angeles. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this June 15, 1995 file photo, O.J. Simpson, left, grimaces as he tries on one of the leather gloves prosecutors say he wore the night his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman were murdered in a Los Angeles courtroom. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Sam Mircovich/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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    Read the latest: OJ Simpson, fallen football hero acquitted of murder in 'trial of the century,' dies at 76



    



LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Ten things to remember about O.J. Simpson, the NFL running back-turned actor who was acquitted of murdering his wife and her friend.

The family announced on Simpson's official X account that Simpson died Wednesday after battling prostate cancer. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died in Las Vegas.


HOW HE MET NICOLE BROWN



She was a waitress at the trendy Beverly Hills restaurant, The Daisy. They met when he dined there and they quickly became inseparable. They married in 1985, had two children, Sydney and Justin, and divorced in 1992.
HIS SON'S EARLY DEATH



Simpson had three children by his first marriage to Marguerite Whitley: Arnelle, Jason and Aaren, who drowned at the age of 2 in a family swimming pool in 1979.


NFL CAREER HIGHLIGHTS



At the University of Southern California, Simpson won the Heisman Trophy in 1968 and was the first player chosen in the 1969 NFL draft. As a pro, Simpson was the first player to rush for more than 2,000 yards. He was NFL Player of the Year in 1972, 1973 and 1975 and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1985. Simpson played for the Buffalo Bills for nine years and for the San Francisco 49ers for two years.

    










HIS OVERWHELMING FAME



At the height of his football fame, polls indicated he was one of the top three most recognized faces in North America. In 1977, he became the first pro football player to make the cover of "Rolling Stone." In 1978, he became the second professional athlete to host "Saturday Night Live."
ACTOR SIMPSON'S MOVIES



He had roles in "The Naked Gun: From the Files of Police Squad!" (1988), "The Naked Gun 21/2: The Smell of Fear" (1991) and "The Towering Inferno" (1974). He was considered for the title role in "The Terminator," but producers feared he was "too nice" to be taken seriously as a cold-blooded killer. He was working on a film called "Frogmen" shortly before the killings.
COMMERCIALS HAD HIM RUNNING THROUGH AIRPORTS

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


He made a series of commercials for the Hertz rental car company, including the juggernaut ad that had him jumping over counters at an airport.

    




THE BRONCO CHASE



The infamous Bronco chase caused one television station to rearrange coverage of an NBA Finals game, featuring the chase on the main screen and the game as an inset. Nearly every network was broadcasting the chase as it headed toward the cemetery where his ex-wife was buried, then wound back to Simpson's house. Cameras in helicopters showed Simpson holding a gun to his head as his friend Al Cowlings drove. Because the chase was so slow, huge crowds had time to gather on overpasses, where they cheered wildly when he drove by.
MOTHER'S MOMENT



Simpson's frail 73-year-old mother left her wheelchair, hobbled to the witness stand and told jurors how her son had rickets as a child and had inherited rheumatoid arthritis from her, suggesting he was too crippled to kill anyone.
TWO BOOKS HE WROTE FOR MONEY



While in jail during his criminal trial, he wrote a book called "I Want to Tell You" with a collaborator. It helped finance his defense. In 2008, he collaborated on a hypothetical confession called, "If I Did It," which stirred up so much controversy that it was withdrawn from publication. Simpson said he needed money to pay for his children's education. He called the proceeds "blood money."

    






JOHNNIE COCHRAN



Attorney Johnnie Cochran was not his first attorney. That was Robert Shapiro. Cochran was reluctant to take on the case but was eventually convinced after praying with his pastor. He had been a commentator on the trial before becoming a part of it. He instantly went from being a well-known local attorney to being world famous.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/oj-simpson-things-to-remember-559b420b8a0e4b0889b0c1af08f4ce8d
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Former interpreter for baseball star Shohei Ohtani charged with bank fraud in sports betting case
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The former longtime interpreter for Los Angeles Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani is being charged with federal bank fraud for crimes involving gambling debts and theft of millions of dollars from the Japanese sensation, federal authorities said Thursday.
U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada announced the charges Thursday.
Ippei Mizuhara served as Ohtani's interpreter after Ohtani came to the U.S. to play baseball. Estrada says Mizhuara "acted as Mr. Ohtani's de facto manager."
Estrada says Mizuhara helped Ohtani set up a bank account for Ohtani's baseball salary. Estrada says Mizuhara stole more than $16 million from Ohtani's bank accounts to pay for his own sports betting and lied to the bank to access the account.
"Due to the position of trust he occupied with Mr. Ohtanti" he was able to "use and abuse" that trust "in order to plunder Mr. Ohtani's bank account," Estrada said, also confirming that when Ippei would win on sports bets, he did not deposit the money into Ohtani's account.

    


"Mr. Mizuhara did all this to feed his insatiable appetite for illegal sports betting," Estrada said, adding the complaint alleges he committed fraud "on a massive scale."




Estrada says there is no evidence that Ohtani was aware of his interpreter's actions, adding that Ohtani has cooperated fully and completely with investigators.
"I want to emphasize this point: Mr. Ohtani is considered a victim in this case," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mizuhara is expected to appear in United States District Court in downtown Los Angeles for his initial appearance in the near future, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office press release. 
An email seeking comment on the allegations against Mizuhara was sent to his attorney, Michael G. Freedman.
The maximum penalty for the bank fraud charge Mizuhara faces is 30 years in prison.
Mizuhara was abruptly fired by the team after the scandal surfaced last month, catalyzed by an IRS Criminal Investigation of an alleged illegal bookmaker. Major League Baseball opened a separate investigation.

    


Ohtani subsequently laid out a version of events that placed responsibility entirely on Mizuhara, who had given conflicting accounts of whether Ohtani had paid off Mizuhara's gambling debts.
Ohtani left the Los Angeles Angels in December to sign a record $700 million, 10-year contract with the Dodgers. Ohtani and Mizuhara had been daily companions since Ohtani joined the Angels in 2018.
Mizuhara told ESPN on March 19 that Ohtani paid his gambling debts at the interpreter's request, saying the bets were on international soccer, the NBA, the NFL and college football. But ESPN said Mizuhara changed his story the next day, saying Ohtani had no knowledge of the gambling debts and had not transferred any money to bookmakers.
On March 25, Ohtani told a Dodger Stadium press conference that he never bet on sports or knowingly paid any gambling debts accumulated by his interpreter.
"I am very saddened and shocked someone whom I trusted has done this," the Japanese star said through a new interpreter.

    


"Ippei has been stealing money from my account and has been telling lies," Ohtani said. "I never bet on sports or have willfully sent money to the bookmaker."
Ohtani said he first became aware of Mizuhara's gambling problem during a team meeting after a season-opening victory over the San Diego Padres in Seoul, South Korea.
The investigation moved at a quick speed, with the charges coming about three weeks after news of the scandal broke.
"We understood there was a significant amount of public interest in this case," Estrada said. "While we were able to work on this case rapidly, it was a very thorough investigation."
There has been no information about the status of baseball's separate investigation. MLB rules prohibit players and team employees from wagering -- even legally -- on baseball. They also ban betting on other sports with illegal or offshore bookmakers.
Ohtani earned around $40 million in salary from the Los Angeles Angels before becoming a free agent and getting his $700 million deal, although it's also expected he earns tens of millions at least in endorsements each year, too.
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    [image: FILE - A general view of National Stadium during an athletics test event for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics Games in Tokyo, on May 9, 2021. Track and field is set to become the first sport to introduce prize money at the Olympics, with World Athletics saying Wednesday, April 10, 2024, it would pay $50,000 to gold medalists in Paris. The modern Olympics originated as an amateur sports event and the IOC does not award prize money, though many medalists receive payments from their countries' governments, national sports bodies or from sponsors. The United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee awarded $37,500 for gold medalists at the last Summer Games in Tokyo in 2021. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama, File)]
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[image: FILE - World Athletics President Sebastian Coe listens to a journalist's question during a press conference at the conclusion of the World Athletics meeting at the Italian National Olympic Committee, headquarters, in Rome, Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022. Track and field is set to become the first sport to introduce prize money at the Olympics, with World Athletics saying Wednesday, April 10, 2024, it would pay $50,000 to gold medalists in Paris. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)]
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[image: FILE - Lamont Marcell Jacobs, of Italy poses with his gold medal following the men's 100-meters final at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 2, 2021, in Tokyo. Track and field is set to become the first sport to introduce prize money at the Olympics, with World Athletics saying Wednesday, April 10, 2024, it would pay $50,000 to gold medalists in Paris. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)]
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                                        Since the day they were founded, the Olympics have had a confusing relationship with money. The games were supposed to celebrate sport for sport's sake. But the price athletes paid to be any good was far too high, and it took virtually no time for the concept of amateurism that the Olympics rested on to be viewed as unrealistic, if not an all-out ruse.
This week's news that track's international federation will pay $50,000 to gold-medal winners at the Paris Games was the latest step in a century's worth of unraveling the myth of amateurism at the Olympics.
A look at some key points along the way:
THE FOUNDER FLIP-FLOPS
As early as 1894, two years before the first modern Olympics, Pierre de Coubertin was sounding different notes about the concept of amateurism. In one speech, according to the authoritative book on the topic, "The Rise and Fall of Olympic Amateurism," he "warned against the 'spirit of gain and professionalism' that threatened its existence.'" But not long after that, "he denounced amateurism as 'an admirable mummy.'"

    


THE GREATEST OLYMPIAN
In what's considered one of the most shameful episodes in the history of the games, the IOC stripped Jim Thorpe of the two gold medals he won at the 1912 Stockholm Olympics because he had played semi-pro baseball before that. The IOC restored the medals in 1983, 30 years after his death.


THE WORKAROUND
As the Cold War began, the Soviet Union, East Germany and other Eastern bloc satellites started handing well-paying "jobs" in the military and other civil services to Olympic athletes. They earned big salaries for doing virtually no work related to that title. Their main job was training, and though they weren't officially paid to play their sports, nobody tried to disguise this ruse. Some believe this led to a low point in the 1970s for the American Olympic movement, which was largely still adhering to strict amateur rules.
CHANGE BEGINS

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The IOC began tinkering with its Rule 26, the rule that inscribed the amateur imprimatur to the Olympics, in the mid-1970s. An IOC member involved in the changes, Willi Daume, put it best when he pointed to the billion-dollar business the Olympics had become: "It is only the athletes that have to make sacrifices and show proof of asceticism," he said. The IOC began letting individual sports federations write their own rules about amateurism. The track federation was among the first to make a move toward allowing athletes to get paid, though at first, it demanded they put their earnings in a trust.

    


LOOKING FOR THE BEST SHOW
When Juan Antonio Samaranch became IOC president in 1980, he made it clear he wanted the best athletes at the Olympics. The IOC worked hard with soccer, ice hockey and tennis (a demonstration sport in 1984 and in the official program in 1988), which for various reasons had fought the amateurism rules. By the start of the 1990s, amateurism was written out of the Olympic charter. The 1992 Olympics, which brought NBA stars and the Dream Team to the Barcelona Games, is widely viewed as the start of the professional era at the Olympics.
THEN TO NOW
Most countries now establish prize pools -- such as Team USA's "Project Gold" -- for their top athletes at the Olympics, while also funding training and living expenses. The U.S. is one of the few outliers, in that its government does not provide funding for the Olympic team. More than a generation into the professional era, tension remains not over whether the athletes can receive money but how much of the pie they really share in. The track announcement is only one small piece of this puzzle, but a symbolically important one. Olympic watchers will be looking closely to see if any sports follow track's lead.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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[image: Peter Malnati sostiene el trofeo luego de ganar el campeonato de golf Valspar, el domingo 24 de marzo de 2024, en Innisbrook en Palm Harbor, Florida. (AP Foto/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Brooks Koepka talks with his caddie on the driving range during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Monday, April 8, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Jon Rahm, of Spain, watches his tee shot on the fourth hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Lucas Glover's son, Lucas Jr. greets fans on the fifth hole during the par-3 contest at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Augusta, GA. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Brooks Koepka hits on the on the second hole during a practice round in preparation for the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- Golf has a ratings problem.
The week-to-week grind of the PGA Tour has essentially become No Need To See TV, raising serious concerns about what it means for the future of the game.
Now comes the Masters, the first major championship of the year and traditionally a ratings behemoth.
If Augusta National produces its usual stellar numbers, it could be an unmistakable sign that the PGA Tour's ongoing rift with the upstart LIV circuit is causing more and more casual viewers to tune out. 
"It's certainly one possibility," Masters chairman Fred Ridley said Wednesday on the eve of the opening round. "Certainly the fact that the best players in the world are not convening very often is not helpful. Whether or not there's a direct causal effect, I don't know. But I think that it would be a lot better if they were together more often."

    


LIV Golf, armed with the seemingly limitless resources of its Saudi backers, has doled out billions of dollars to lure some of the game's best players away from the established PGA Tour -- an impressive list that includes reigning Masters champion Jon Rahm and five-time major winner Brooks Koepka.




Even though the two sides reached a merger agreement 10 months ago, there is little sign that they are close to working out all the fine print. Which means the best players from each tour only get together a few weeks a year, leaving a pair of watered-down circuits for viewers to chose from the remainder of the year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Increasingly, it would seem, the ratings show many have decided to tune out altogether.
-- The final round of the PGA Tour's Phoenix Open drew just 2.38 million viewers, a stunning 35% plunge from the previous year, according to Sports Media Watch. 
-- The Arnold Palmer Invitational at Bay Hill was watched by 2.29 million on its closing day, a 30% dip from 2023 and the tournament's worst fourth-round number in seven years. 

    


-- A riveting finish at The Players Championship couldn't move the needle, its average of 3.53 million viewers representing a 15% slippage from a year earlier. In fact, the ratings for all four rounds of the Players were down from their 2023 levels. 
It's not like all those lost viewers have simply switched the channel to LIV, which is seeking to spice up a staid ol' sport with 54-hole tournaments, shotgun starts, loud music and a team competition within each event.
The upstart circuit -- which so far has failed to land a major TV deal, leaving it far down the dial on The CW -- barely registers in the ratings with viewership numbers generally in the low hundreds of thousands.
PGA Tour player Peter Malnati, who won the Valspar Championship three weeks ago, believes all the talk about money in the PGA-LIV showdown has turned off many fans.
"People are just sick of the narrative in golf being about, you know, contracts on LIV, purses on the tour," he said. "They want to see sport, they want to see people who are the best in the world at what they do, do it at a high level and celebrate that, celebrate the athleticism, celebrate the achievement."

    


Malnati said some of his fondest memories growing up were watching Michael Jordan lead the Chicago Bulls to an NBA championship and Tiger Woods' record-setting victory at the 2000 U.S. Open.
"I didn't care one iota what Jordan's contract was," Malnati said. "I didn't care one iota what the winner's check at that U.S. Open was."
He surmises that nothing has changed with today's fans.
"Obviously, this is a business, and to the top players who drive a lot of the value in this business, we've got to compensate them fairly," Malnati said. "But I think we're doing that above and beyond, and the narrative, the storylines, the conversation needs to come back to the product on the course and what we do.
"No kid dreamed when they were watching Jordan dreamed of having his salary," he went on. "They didn't care about that. They dreamed of being in that moment, hitting that shot. I think that's what our fans care about, too, and that's what they want to see."
Of course, there's another issue at work here. While no one doubts the skill of today's top players, neither tour has a mesmerizing figure such as Jordan or Woods, someone who really moves the needle.

    


Scottie Scheffler may be the world's top-ranked player, but he can walk down nearly any street in America without being recognized. 
Compounding the issue, the first three months of the PGA Tour season have produced a string of nondescript winners, from Grayson Murray to Austin Eckroat to Stephan Jaeger. Some great storylines, to be sure, but more suited to the hard-core fan than the drop-in viewer.
This is Masters week, however, which has never had any trouble drawing eyeballs to the screen.
All the top players are at Augusta National, and millions will be watching when the green jacket is handed out Sunday evening.
By Monday, when the numbers are calculated, everyone should have a better idea just how much the PGA-LIV feud has contributed to the dwindling viewership all those other weeks.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: FILE - Cleveland Browns running back Nick Chubb (24) eludes a tackle by Pittsburgh Steelers safety Minkah Fitzpatrick (39) during an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Pittsburgh, Monday, Sept. 18, 2023. The Cleveland Browns have restructured star running back Nick Chubb's contract as he continues to rehab after a season-ending knee injury in 2023, a person familiar with the negotiations told The Associated Press on Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: FILE - Cleveland Browns running back Nick Chubb answers a question during a press conference after practice at the NFL football team's practice facility Wednesday, June 7, 2023, in Berea, Ohio. The Cleveland Browns have restructured star running back Nick Chubb's contract as he continues to rehab after suffering a season-ending knee injury in 2023, a person familiar with the negotiations told the Associated Press on Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ron Schwane, File)]
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                                        CLEVELAND (AP) -- The Cleveland Browns have restructured star running back Nick Chubb's contract as he continues to rehab after a season-ending knee injury in 2023, a person familiar with the negotiations told The Associated Press on Thursday.
Chubb was entering his final year under contract after signing a three-year, $36.6 million deal in 2021.
The 28-year-old Chubb agreed to take a salary cut -- he was scheduled to make $11.75 million this season -- but can earn back money through incentives, the person said.
The person spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity because the team does not make salary figures public.
NFL Network was first to report Chubb's agreement with the Browns.
Chubb, the Browns' most popular player and a four-time Pro Bowler who rushed for 1,525 yards in 2022, tore ligaments in his left knee in Week 2 when he was hit from the side by Pittsburgh safety Minkah Fitzpatrick near the goal line.

    


Chubb had to undergo two surgeries to get it repaired. It's the same knee he injured while at Georgia. The Browns dedicated their season to Chubb and went on to make the playoffs for just the second time since 2002.




Because it's Chubb, who has an extraordinary work ethic and commitment, the Browns believe he could be back at some point this season. The team has not provided any specific timeline for his return.
Browns general manager Andrew Berry recently said Chubb had been rehabbing at the team's headquarters and was close to ramping up his workouts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Right now he's strengthening his quad, he's doing the rehab and everything, but it's not like he's going out and doing sprints, agility drills, stuff like that," Berry said at the owners meetings. "But this month we expect that he will."
Chubb has been essentially the backbone of the Browns since they drafted him in the second round in 2018.
He's rushed for 6,511 yards and 48 touchdowns, and whenever the team is driving and needs yardage, Browns fans break into chants of "Chubb ... Chubb" at home games.
To protect their depth, the Browns signed running backs Nyheim Hines and D'Onta Foreman during free agency. They've also got backs Jerome Ford, Pierre Strong Jr. and John Kelly Jr. under contract.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nick-chubb-browns-4048d21d197d34dbc6ca2bc9ff3ac8ee



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Premier League to use semi-automated offside technology from next season | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Premier League to use semi-automated offside technology from next season

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Liverpool's Luis Diaz, centre, celebrates after scoring the opening goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Liverpool at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, April 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)]


    

    
        
            
                    Liverpool's Luis Diaz, centre, celebrates after scoring the opening goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Liverpool at the Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England, Sunday, April 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By STEVE DOUGLAS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The Premier League will use AI-based player tracking technology to make offside calls from next season in a move that should reduce the time it takes officials to reach their decisions.
England's top-division clubs announced Thursday they reached a unanimous decision on the introduction of semi-automated offside technology, saying the new system is set to be launched during the first half of the season.
"The technology will provide quicker and consistent placement of the virtual offside line, based on optical player tracking," the league said, "and will produce high-quality broadcast graphics to ensure an enhanced in-stadium and broadcast experience for supporters."
Semi-automated offside technology was used at a World Cup for the first time in Qatar in 2022. For that tournament, there was a sensor in the ball to track its acceleration but that won't be the case in the Premier League, which looks set to be more aligned with the system used by UEFA in the Champions League.

    


The Premier League is due to announce more details on the exact nature of the offside technology that will be used once contracts are signed. Extensive testing and analysis has been conducted this season.




Semi-automated offside technology is already in use in Italy's Serie A.
Multiple cameras will track player movements and record data points on parts of the body that are relevant for an offside decision. Data is processed with artificial intelligence to create a 3D offside line that is alerted to the team of VAR officials.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It is expected to take an average of around 30 seconds off the length of time it currently takes VAR officials to come to a decision manually, and improve confidence in decision-making after some high-profile mistakes.
The manual system will be available as a backup in the event of a failure of the semi-automated technology.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- Spanish broadcaster Movistar Plus+ apologized Thursday for an "unfortunate" comment about soccer star Lamine Yamal that prompted a boycott by Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain after their Champions League match.
Players from both teams did not talk to reporters from the pay TV platform after Barcelona's 3-2 win at PSG on Wednesday. 
The protest came after former Atletico Madrid player and assistant coach German "Mono" Burgos said that Barcelona's Yamal could work "at a traffic light" if things didn't go well for him in soccer. The comments were made over images of the 16-year-old Yamal juggling a soccer ball with his feet ahead of the match in Paris on Wednesday.
Burgos issued a statement apologizing and saying he didn't intend to offend Yamal. He said he made a joke to praise the player's skills, and that the comment was not related to ethnicity or social class.

    


Movistar said in a statement that it "condemns any type of discrimination and won't allow this type of comment" by anyone. It said it will take measures to stop it happening again.
Spanish media said Movistar did not plan to use Burgos again as a collaborator.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        WACO, Texas (AP) -- Scott Drew will remain as Baylor's men's basketball coach, stating his desire to "bring more championships" to the program on social media after being linked to the Kentucky coaching vacancy following John Calipari's departure to Arkansas.
Drew mentioned his Christian faith in a post on X, formerly known as Twitter, and stated that he believed "God has called my family and I to continue our work here at Baylor, surrounded by the best people and community anyone could be blessed to have." He expressed gratitude for support from athletic director Mack Rhoades and Baylor President Linda Livingstone and added, "We look forward to working together to bring more championships to Waco (Texas)."
The 53-year-old Drew, who guided the Bears to the NCAA championship during the COVID-19-shortened 2020-21 season, quickly emerged as Kentucky's top target to follow Calipari after the Hall of Famer and 2012 title winner stepped down on Tuesday. Calipari, who said the Wildcats program he guided for 15 years ' needed to hear another voice, ' was introduced as Arkansas' coach on Wednesday. Louisville had also considered Drew to replace the fired Kenny Payne.

    


Drew's announcement that he was staying follows one by Alabama's Nate Oats, who reiterated his commitment to the Crimson Tide on Monday amid speculation of Kentucky's possible interest. Chicago Bulls coach Billy Donovan said he was "flattered" to be mentioned for the job he once worked as an assistant but expressed his commitment to the NBA club.




UConn coach Dan Hurley was also in the discussion, an unlikely scenario considering he just led the Huskies to their second consecutive national title on Monday night.
Drew is 446-244 in 21 seasons at the Big 12 Conference school and has led Baylor to 10 consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances.
___ AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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                                        (All times Eastern)
Schedule subject to change and/or blackouts
Friday, Apr. 12
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL (MEN'S)
11:30 p.m.
FS2 -- AFL: St. Kilda at Greater Western Sydney
2:30 a.m. (Saturday)
FS1 -- AFL: Carlton vs. Adelaide, Docklands, Australia
5:30 a.m. (Saturday)
FS2 -- AFL: Fremantle at Port Adelaide
AUTO RACING
4 p.m.
FS1 -- NASCAR CRAFTSMAN Truck Series: Qualifying, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort Worth, Texas
6 p.m.
FS1 -- NASCAR Xfinity Series: Qualifying, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort Worth, Texas
8:30 p.m.
FS1 -- NASCAR CRAFTSMAN Truck Series: The SpeedyCash.com 250, Texas Motor Speedway, Fort Worth, Texas
11 p.m.
FS1 -- NHRA: Qualifying, The Strip at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Las Vegas (Taped)
COLLEGE BASEBALL
8 p.m.
BTN -- Minnesota at Michigan
ESPNU -- LSU at Tennessee
SECN -- Mississippi St. at Mississippi
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
6 p.m.
BTN -- Minnesota at Indiana
SECN -- Arkansas at South Carolina
7 p.m.
ACCN -- NC State at Virginia
ESPN2 -- Duke at Clemson

    


8 p.m.
PAC-12N -- Oregon at Arizona
10 p.m.
PAC-12N -- California at UCLA
GOLF
3 p.m.
ESPN -- PGA Tour: The Masters, Second Round, Augusta National Golf Course, Augusta, Ga.
8 p.m.
ESPN -- PGA Tour: The Masters, Second Round, Augusta National Golf Course, Augusta, Ga. (Taped)




HORSE RACING
1 p.m.
FS2 -- NYRA: America's Day at the Races
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
9 p.m.
ESPN2 -- PFL Main Card: Light Heavyweights & Lightweights, Las Vegas
MLB BASEBALL
7:05 p.m.
APPLETV+ -- Milwaukee at Baltimore
8 p.m.
MLBN -- Regional Coverage: Texas at Houston OR NY Yankees at Cleveland (7:10 p.m.)
9:40 p.m.
APPLETV+ -- Chicago Cubs at Seattle

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

11 p.m.
MLBN -- Regional Coverage: San Diego at LA Dodgers (10:10 p.m.) OR St. Louis at Arizona (9:40 p.m.)
NBA BASKETBALL
8 p.m.
NBATV -- Milwaukee at Oklahoma City
10:30 p.m.
NBATV -- Phoenix at Sacramento
NHL HOCKEY
8 p.m.
NHLN -- Carolina at St. Louis
RUGBY (MEN'S)
5:55 a.m.
FS2 -- NRL: Dolphins at Brisbane
TENNIS
5 a.m.
TENNIS -- Monte Carlo-ATP Quarterfinals
6 a.m.
TENNIS -- Monte Carlo-ATP Quarterfinals
6 p.m.
TENNIS -- Billie Jean King Cup Qualifiers: U.S. vs. Belgium
VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN'S)
7 p.m.
CBSSN -- Pro Volleyball Federation: San Diego at Columbus
_____
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                                        MONACO (AP) -- Novak Djokovic looked sluggish at times and hit several unforced errors but raised his game on important points to advance to the quarterfinals of the Monte Carlo Masters on Thursday.
The top-ranked Serb, a two-time Monte Carlo champion, gained revenge over Lorenzo Musetti, who beat him last year at the Country Club in the third round. Djokovic converted five of six break points and progressed with a confidence-boosting 7-5, 6-3 win. 
"I lost to him last year here. Similar circumstances," said Djokovic, who is playing in his first tournament since parting ways with former coach Goran Ivanisevic.
"I was a set and 4-2 up and then I lost the break and I must say it was in the back of my mind when I was serving at 4-2, 40-15. I lost the break of serve and I was like 'Oh no, hopefully this is not a similar scenario like last year.' I'm really glad to overcome the challenge."

    


Second-ranked Jannik Sinner also advanced to the quarterfinals with a solid 6-4, 6-2 win over Jan-Lennard Struff.
Djokovic has not played much this year and is 10-3 with his best result a semifinal run at the Australian Open. He is using the Monte Carlo clay-court tournament to fine-tune his preparations for the French Open next month.




Djokovic dropped his serve immediately and struggled to adapt to Musetti's variety of shots. The Italian produced some great drop shots, was solid from the baseline and his one-handed backhands put Djokovic on the back foot.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A turning point came in the eighth game when Djokovic broke after Musetti blew a 40-0 lead. The Serb broke again in the 12th game after Musetti hit a double-fault to drop the set.
Both players struggled to hold their serves in the second set but Djokovic came out on top in the decisive points.
"This is clay, obviously things can turn around very quickly," Djokovic said. "A break of serve is not a big advantage on this surface as the other surfaces. We saw a little bit of a roller coaster in the second set. I'm just glad staying tough and aggressive in the right moments paid off."

    


Djokovic won the title in Monte Carlo in 2013 and 2015. He has not advanced past the quarterfinals since his last victory at the Country Club nine years ago. 
His next opponent will be Alex de Minaur, who beat Alexei Popyrin 6-3, 6-4.
Earlier, Karen Khachanov advanced to the quarterfinals for the first time with a 6-3, 7-5 win over fellow Russian Daniil Medvedev. 
Khachanov will next play two-time Monte Carlo champion Stefanos Tsitsipas, who beat Alexander Zverev 7-5, 7-6 (3).
Tsitsipas blew a 5-0 lead in the second set and failed to convert two match points before Zverev won five straight games. The Greek, however, regained his composure in the tiebreaker to improve his record against his German rival to 10-5. 
Medvedev won his first clay-court tournament last year in Rome but still does not feel completely at ease on the surface. After his title in Italy, he lost in the first round to a qualifier at the French Open last season.
Khachanov hit 11 winners and limited his mistakes to just three unforced errors in the second set to produce his first win over a top 5 player this season.

    


"First thing is to be consistent. I think lately my results have been better and better," Khachanov said. "Then to think how to beat the top guys and be at the top. These are the things that we have to keep in mind and keep working on. The win today gives extra confidence in my pocket to continue this tournament and to step into the clay swing."
It was only his second win against the fourth-ranked Medvedev.
"I lost a couple of tight matches to him on hard courts," Khachanov said. "On clay, I have not got a title yet but I have good results. Roland Garros two-time quarterfinals. Always winning matches but not winning the tournament. In a way I think overall my results on clay are better than his, maybe, and mentally he said many times he does not like to play on it."
Medvedev lost his temper near the end of the second set and was handed a point penalty after yelling at the chair umpire at the changeover. Khachanov started his final service game with a 15-0 advantage and concluded with a service winner.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Australia batter Steve Smith has signed for the Washington Freedom ahead of the second season of Major League Cricket in the United States.
Smith is set to link up with fellow Australian and Freedom head coach Ricky Ponting for the tournament which starts July 4, four days after the end of the Twenty20 World Cup in the Caribbean and U.S.
"I'm super excited to be joining the Washington Freedom for season two of the MLC," Smith said in a video on the franchise's social media channels on Thursday.
The six-team T20 league staged most of last year's games in Texas and North Carolina.
The league announced that this season's matches will return to Grand Prairie Cricket Stadium outside Dallas and at other venues to be announced.
"I can't wait to meet all of my new teammates and play in front of some incredible crowds in America," Smith said. "I'm also really looking forward to working with Ricky Ponting again and his amazing staff."
___
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                                        CLEMSON, S.C. (AP) -- Super Bowl champion receiver Sammy Watkins was among nine players named to the Clemson Hall of Fame.
The school announced the group Thursday, which also included Watkins' quarterback with the Tigers and 2012 Atlantic Coast Conference player of the year in Tajh Boyd. Watkins played at Clemson from 2011-13 and finished with 240 catches for 3,391 yards and 27 touchdowns.
Watkins was selected fourth overall in the NFL draft by Buffalo. He was with Kansas City in the 2019 season which finished with a 31-20 Super Bowl win over San Francisco. Watkins had five catches for 98 yards in the game.
Others named to the hall were basketball's Louise Greenwood, baseball's Michael Johnson, rowing's Jessica Leidecker, soccer's Mark Lisi, volleyball's Julie Rodriguez and track and field's Victor Smalls and Stephanie Weikert.
The group will be inducted on Nov. 2.
___
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                                        Belgian cyclist Wout van Aert will miss the Giro d'Italia after suffering multiple fractures during the Dwars door Vlaanderen race last month.
Van Aert crashed at high speed, suffering a broken sternum, broken collarbone and broken ribs.
In a video published by the Visma-Lease a Bike team on Thursday, Van Aert said he cannot train at the moment and has had to pull out of the Giro.
"My ribs are still a limiting factor," he said.
Christophe Laporte will replace Van Aert in the Giro, which takes place May 4-26.
Van Aert is widely considered one of the world's best and most versatile riders. The three-time cyclocross world champion is also the winner of 10 stages and the points classification at the Tour de France. He's also won major races such as the Milan-San Remo, Strade Bianchi, Gent-Wevelgem and Amstel Gold Race.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Sheffield United will start next season with a two-point deduction if the team is relegated from the Premier League to the second-tier Championship.
An independent commission has imposed the sanction for the start of the next campaign that the club is under the jurisdiction of the English Football League, which runs the three divisions below the Premier League. It comes after Sheffield United defaulted on payments to other clubs during its promotion season in 2022-23.
A further two-point penalty has been suspended until the end of that same season, the EFL said. This will be triggered if United defaults on any payment to another club under a transfer or compensation agreement for more than five business days from the due date of payment.
Sheffield United is in last place in the Premier League, nine points adrift of safety with seven games left.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- The 88th Masters got underway on Thursday following a 2 1/2-hour weather delay and ceremonial tee shots from Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson and Gary Player down Tea Olive, the first hole at Augusta National.
Erik van Rooyen and Jake Knapp were the first golfers on the course.
They will be followed be a host of threesomes, including defending champion Jon Rahm, Nick Dunlap and Matt Fitzpatrick at 1 p.m. No. 1 Scottie Scheffler follows in the next threesome, while five-time Masters champion Tiger Woods has a late tee time at 3:54 p.m.
With a schism still separating the stars of the PGA Tour from those playing in the rival LIV Golf league, the lure of the blooming azaleas, Amen Corner and the Hogan Bridge have brought together a field of 89 vying for the green jacket.
Here is a look at what you need to know leading up to the Masters.

    


WHEN IS THE MASTERS?
Jock Hutchison and Fred McLeod were the first honorary starters in 1963, but it was not until Byron Nelson and Gene Sarazen took over in 1981 that it became such a treasured tradition.
The rest of the field tees off following them in groups of three, which were announced Tuesday. After the second round, the top 50 players and ties make the cut for the weekend and are paired according to score for the final two rounds.




HOW CAN I WATCH THE MASTERS?
The Masters streams on its website throughout the day, and cameras highlight holes and groups. The first two rounds are broadcast on ESPN beginning at 3 p.m. Thursday and Friday. CBS has the final two rounds Saturday at 3 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. The tournament also is streamed on ESPN+, Paramount+ and Fubo+.
WHAT ARE THE BETTING ODDS FOR THE MASTERS?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scheffler, the 2022 champion and world's No. 1 player, is the 4-1 favorite, according to FanDuel Sportsbook. McIlroy is 10-1 to end a decadelong majors drought. Rahm is 11-1 to become the fourth player to repeat as champion. Xander Schauffele is 14-1 and 2021 champion Hideki Matsuyama and reigning PGA Championship winner Brooks Koepka are 20-1. Woods is 150-1.

    


Of course, there are plenty of props available, too, including whether Woods makes birdie or better on the first hole (8-1) and if he and McIlroy both finish the tournament in the top 20 (9-2).
WHO SHOULD I WATCH AT THE MASTERS?
Scheffler is such a heavy favorite that some sportsbooks are offering the chance to wager on him against the field. He won the Arnold Palmer Invitational for the second time in March, became the first ever to defend his title at The Players Championship a week later and tied for second at the Houston Open a couple of weeks ago.
Rahm has been playing well, tying for fourth Sunday at the LIV Golf event in Miami. Koepka struggled at the same tournament, finishing 7 over and tied for 45th. Jordan Spieth bounced back from missed cuts at The Players and the Valspar Championship to tie for 10th last weekend at the Texas Open, where McIlroy closed with a 66 to finish third and pick up some momentum.
WHAT HAPPENED LAST YEAR AT THE MASTERS?
Rahm persevered last year to become the fourth Spaniard to win the Masters. He shared the first-round lead with Koepka and Viktor Hovland, then stayed in contention during a second round twice suspended because of approaching thunderstorms and halted when three towering pines fell near the 17th tee.

    


Torrential rain caused play Saturday to be suspended, too, and Rahm resumed Sunday four strokes off Koepka's lead. But he halved the deficit by the end of the third round, and Rahm's final-round 69 put him four shots clear of the fading Koepka and fan favorite Phil Mickelson, whose closing 65 at the age of 52 made him the oldest player to finish in the top five.
___
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    [image: Rennes' Romain Del Castillo, left, duels for the ball with Marseille's Duje Caleta-Car during the League One soccer match between Rennes and Marseille, at the Roazhon Park stadium in Rennes, France, Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. With the traditional powerwhouses taking a rest, it's a mouthwatering contest between surprise package Brest and a resugent Lyon side that takes the spotlight in the French league this weekend. (AP Photo/David Vincent)]
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[image: Lyon's Ernest Nuamah, left, celebrates with team mate Said Benrahma, right, after scoring his side's first goal during the French League One soccer match between Lyon and Reims at the Groupama stadium, outside Lyon, France, Saturday, March 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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[image: Lyon's Alexandre Lacazette, on the ground, and Reims' Emmanuel Agbadou, challenge for the ball during the French League One soccer match between Lyon and Reims at the Groupama stadium, outside Lyon, France, Saturday, March 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Lyon's Alexandre Lacazette, on the ground, and Reims' Emmanuel Agbadou, challenge for the ball during the French League One soccer match between Lyon and Reims at the Groupama stadium, outside Lyon, France, Saturday, March 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        High-flying Brest faces Lyon with chance to move closer to first-ever Champions League spot

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Rennes' Romain Del Castillo, left, duels for the ball with Marseille's Duje Caleta-Car during the League One soccer match between Rennes and Marseille, at the Roazhon Park stadium in Rennes, France, Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. With the traditional powerwhouses taking a rest, it's a mouthwatering contest between surprise package Brest and a resugent Lyon side that takes the spotlight in the French league this weekend. (AP Photo/David Vincent)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Rennes' Romain Del Castillo, left, duels for the ball with Marseille's Duje Caleta-Car during the League One soccer match between Rennes and Marseille, at the Roazhon Park stadium in Rennes, France, Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. With the traditional powerwhouses taking a rest, it's a mouthwatering contest between surprise package Brest and a resugent Lyon side that takes the spotlight in the French league this weekend. (AP Photo/David Vincent)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
Rennes' Romain Del Castillo, left, duels for the ball with Marseille's Duje Caleta-Car during the League One soccer match between Rennes and Marseille, at the Roazhon Park stadium in Rennes, France, Friday, Jan. 10, 2020. With the traditional powerwhouses taking a rest, it's a mouthwatering contest between surprise package Brest and a resugent Lyon side that takes the spotlight in the French league this weekend. (AP Photo/David Vincent)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lyon's Ernest Nuamah, left, celebrates with team mate Said Benrahma, right, after scoring his side's first goal during the French League One soccer match between Lyon and Reims at the Groupama stadium, outside Lyon, France, Saturday, March 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Lyon's Ernest Nuamah, left, celebrates with team mate Said Benrahma, right, after scoring his side's first goal during the French League One soccer match between Lyon and Reims at the Groupama stadium, outside Lyon, France, Saturday, March 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
Lyon's Ernest Nuamah, left, celebrates with team mate Said Benrahma, right, after scoring his side's first goal during the French League One soccer match between Lyon and Reims at the Groupama stadium, outside Lyon, France, Saturday, March 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Marseille's Iliman Ndiaye, center, makes his way between Brest's Mahdi Camara, right, and Brest's Pierre Lees-Melou, left, during the French League One soccer match between Marseille and Brest at the Velodrome stadium in Marseille, France, Saturday, Aug. 26, 2023. With the traditional powerwhouses taking a rest, it's a mouthwatering contest between surprise package Brest and a resugent Lyon side that takes the spotlight in the French league this weekend. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | FILE - Marseille's Iliman Ndiaye, center, makes his way between Brest's Mahdi Camara, right, and Brest's Pierre Lees-Melou, left, during the French League One soccer match between Marseille and Brest at the Velodrome stadium in Marseille, France, Saturday, Aug. 26, 2023. With the traditional powerwhouses taking a rest, it's a mouthwatering contest between surprise package Brest and a resugent Lyon side that takes the spotlight in the French league this weekend. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
FILE - Marseille's Iliman Ndiaye, center, makes his way between Brest's Mahdi Camara, right, and Brest's Pierre Lees-Melou, left, during the French League One soccer match between Marseille and Brest at the Velodrome stadium in Marseille, France, Saturday, Aug. 26, 2023. With the traditional powerwhouses taking a rest, it's a mouthwatering contest between surprise package Brest and a resugent Lyon side that takes the spotlight in the French league this weekend. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lyon's Alexandre Lacazette, on the ground, and Reims' Emmanuel Agbadou, challenge for the ball during the French League One soccer match between Lyon and Reims at the Groupama stadium, outside Lyon, France, Saturday, March 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)]
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                                        With the traditional powerhouses taking a rest, it's a mouthwatering contest between surprise package Brest and a resurgent Lyon side in the French league spotlight this weekend. 
Following its dramatic 4-3 win against Metz last week, second-place Brest can edge even closer to qualifying for next season's Champions League for the first time in the history of the small club from Brittany, which has one of the league's smallest budgets.
"Brest second in the league with six rounds left to play, I don't think you'd have put much money on it," coach Eric Roy said. "Me neither." 
With Paris Saint-Germain, Marseille and Lille all engaged in European competitions this week, the league has modified their schedules to give them more time to recover before the second legs. PSG, which lost 3-2 to Barcelona on Wednesday in the first leg of the Champions League quarterfinals, was set to play at Lorient but the match was pushed back to April 24. Monaco vs. Lille and Marseille vs. Nice will take place on the same day. 

    


Only PSG -- which has a 10-point lead at the top of the table -- has more wins than Roy's side this season (18 against 15). It's a remarkable achievement for Brest, whose stadium holds 15,000 compares to PSG's capacity of nearly 49,000 at Parc des Princes, while PSG's annual budget of 700 million euros ($752 million) compares to Brest's 48 million euros ($52 million).




The win against Metz equaled Brest's best-ever tally of victories in the league, achieved during the 1989-90 season. According to statistics from the French league, Brest needs only two points to beat the club's points record reached in 1986-87 after 38 top-tier matches. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Roy, who took over last season with the club fighting relegation, has built a team that defends extremely well but is also one of the most exciting sides to watch, with hard-working midfielder Pierre Lees-Melou and striker Romain Del Castillo praised for their decisive input.

    


Brest has lost just one of its last 17 league matches ahead of Sunday's trip to 10th-place Lyon, which has produced a remarkable turnaround under coach Pierre Sage following a catastrophic start to the season.
The seven-time French champions have won 10 of their last 14 league games and have qualified for the French Cup final against PSG on May 25.
Sage was initially hired as an interim coach but convinced his bosses he was the right man for the long term. Despite his lack of experience, he was given a chance to put the team back on track. Sage quickly created a positive dynamic within the team, helped by the club's savvy moves -- including Gift Orban, Malick Fofana and Said Benrahma -- during the winter transfer window.
Lyon spent an estimated 55 million euros ($59 million) during that window, with the arrival of experienced midfielder Nemanja Matic greatly improving the team's quality. Former Arsenal striker Alexandre Lacazette has rediscovered his scoring mojo and is the league's third best scorer, with 14 goals, behind Jonathan David and leader Kylian Mbappe. 
Only six games will be played this weekend, with struggling Metz kicking off the 29th round against Lens on Friday.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brest-lyon-french-league-soccer-psg-98151a8b6ec1f5f7b273c04c2d7500ca



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Fixture pileup a concern as Premier League title contenders look to juggle European commitments | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Fixture pileup a concern as Premier League title contenders look to juggle European commitments

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Arsenal's Martin Odegaard reacts disappointed after the Champions League quarter final first leg soccer match between Arsenal and Bayern Munich at the Emirates Stadium, London, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)]
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[image: Manchester City's Phil Foden, center, walks off the field injured during the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Manchester City at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)]
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[image: Arsenal's Bukayo Saka celebrates after he scored the opening goal during the Champions League quarter final first leg soccer match between Arsenal and Bayern Munich at the Emirates Stadium, London, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)]
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[image: Manchester City's Phil Foden, right, celebrates with his Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola after scoring his side's second goal during the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Manchester City at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)]
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[image: Manchester City's Erling Haaland shakes hands with John Stones at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Manchester City at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp listens to a question during a press conference at Anfield Liverpool, England, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Liverpool play Atalanta in an Europa League soccer quarterfinal match on Thursday. (Peter Byrne/PA via AP)]
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[image: Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola gestures during the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Manchester City at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)]
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[image: Arsenal's manager Mikel Arteta gives instructions from the side line during the English Premier League soccer match between Brighton and Hove Albion and Arsenal at the American Express Community Stadium in Brighton, England, Saturday, April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland)]
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[image: Manchester City's Erling Haaland shakes hands with John Stones at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Manchester City at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp listens to a question during a press conference at Anfield Liverpool, England, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Liverpool play Atalanta in an Europa League soccer quarterfinal match on Thursday. (Peter Byrne/PA via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola gestures during the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Manchester City at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola gestures during the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Manchester City at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8
Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola gestures during the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Manchester City at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Arsenal's manager Mikel Arteta gives instructions from the side line during the English Premier League soccer match between Brighton and Hove Albion and Arsenal at the American Express Community Stadium in Brighton, England, Saturday, April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland)]
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                                        For the three contenders in the Premier League title race, any dropped points from this stage could be fatal.
The danger could be greater than ever for Arsenal, Liverpool and Manchester City this weekend.
On the face of it, the games don't appear too difficult -- Arsenal, the leader on goal difference with seven rounds remaining, is at home to an Aston Villa team in fifth place but going through a difficult spell. Second-place Liverpool hosts Crystal Palace, which has just one win since January, and third-place Manchester City -- a point further back -- is also at home to third-to-last Luton.
The peril is present, however, because this weekend's schedule comes between two-legged quarterfinals in the Champions League and Europa League -- and Arsenal, Liverpool and City all have testing examinations in Europe.
Arsenal could be most at threat. Juggling domestic and European competition is a new thing for this squad and manager Mikel Arteta may choose to rotate some players against Villa on Sunday for a match that comes between home-and-away legs against Bayern Munich in the Champions League.

    


They play the second leg in Munich on Wednesday and the score at the halfway stage is delicately poised at 2-2. Does Bukayo Saka, whose fitness is already in question, get a rest? What about someone like captain Martin Odegaard, who has started all 15 of Arsenal's games in 2024 and even started both of Norway's games in last month's international fixtures?




This was the time of the year when Arsenal imploded in last season's title race -- and that was without having European commitments. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Villa might have won just one of its last five league matches but is still on course to qualify for next season's Champions League and poses a real danger on the counterattack away from home through Ollie Watkins, the second-highest scorer in the league with 18 goals, and the likes of Leon Bailey and Moussa Diaby.

    


Villa, however, also is still in European competition and faces Lille in the Europa Conference League over two legs in the quarterfinals.
City is the other English team in the Champions League but has mastered the art of pacing itself through these intense final few months of seasons. With its quarterfinal match against Real Madrid standing at 3-3 before the second leg in Manchester also on Wednesday, Guardiola looks sure to ring the changes in the team, with an injury-ravaged Luton perhaps the ideal opponent to do so against. City beat Luton 6-2 away in the FA Cup in February.
Rodri has already spoken publicly about needing a rest and players like John Stones, coming back from an injury on international duty with England, and Phil Foden, who came off with an ankle problem at the Santiago Bernabeu on Tuesday, might be among those left out. Kevin De Bruyne missed the Madrid game because he was sick before kickoff, so his health will be assessed.
This is the period of the season where squad strength is key. City's has long been powerful while Arsenal has made great strides this season, bringing in the likes of Declan Rice and Kai Havertz and playing with more control in games to conserve energy -- as City does so well under Guardiola.

    


Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp is also blessed with deep resources, aided this season with the emergence of a slew of young talents who have transitioned seamlessly into the first team and helped the club win the English League Cup amid an injury crisis.
The Palace game comes between home-and-away legs against Atalanta in the Europa League. Given it is now the quarterfinal stage, Klopp may choose to field a stronger team in Europe and it remains to be seen how that affects Liverpool's Premier League challenge.
After this weekend, the other potential flashpoint when it comes to fixture congestion will be at the start of May -- should, of course, Arsenal, City and Liverpool all advance to the semifinals in Europe.
The league games on the weekend of May 4-5 are in the middle of the two legs of the semifinals and the fixture list might favor Arsenal and City there, as they host Bournemouth and Wolverhampton, respectively. Liverpool is at home to Tottenham, which is currently in fourth place and will be hoping to clinch a Champions League qualification spot around then.
___
Steve Douglas is at https://twitter.com/sdouglas80
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Hawaii-born sumo champion Akebono Taro dies of heart failure at the age of 54 in Japan

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hawaii-born Akebono, one of the greats of sumo wrestling and a former grand champion, has died. He was 54. He was the first foreign-born wrestler to reach the level of "yokozuna" -- or grand champion -- in Japan. Akebono grew up on the rural side of the Koolau mountains from Honolulu and was born Chad Rowan. He moved to Tokyo in the late 1980s and won his first grand championship in 1993. At the prime of his career he was a real giant, reported at the time to weigh 500 pounds (225 kilos) and stand 6-feet-8 -- or 2.03 meters. Akebono was an 11-time grand tournament winner and he retired in 2001.
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    [image: FILE - Hawaiian-born Taro Akebono, Japan's top Sumo wrestler, takes part in a ceremony in the ring prior to competition in Vancouver, British Columbia, on June 6, 1998. Hawaii-born Akebono, one of the greats of sumo wresting and a former grand champion, is reported to have died earlier this month of heart failure while receiving care at a hospital in Tokyo, the United States Forces in Japan said in a statement on Thursday, April 11, 2024. (Chuck Stoody/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Akebono poses for a photo during a news conference at Aloha Stadium in Honolulu, Tuesday, July 26, 2005. Hawaii-born Akebono, one of the greats of sumo wresting and a former grand champion, is reported to have died earlier this month of heart failure while receiving care at a hospital in Tokyo, the United States Forces in Japan said in a statement on Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo /Lucy Pemoni, File)]
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[image: FILE - Former NBA basketball player Dennis Rodman, right, former sumo grand champion Akebono, left, and Japanese actress Maomi Yuki pose for photographers during a news conference to promote a TV program in Tokyo, on Oct. 25, 2013. Hawaii-born Akebono, one of the greats of sumo wresting and a former grand champion, is reported to have died earlier this month of heart failure while receiving care at a hospital in Tokyo, the United States Forces in Japan said in a statement on Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Shizuo Kambayashi, File)]
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[image: FILE - Accompanied by a sword-bearer, grand champion Akebono performs the ring-entrance ritual during the annual New Year's dedication at Meiji Shrine in Tokyo, on Jan. 8, 1997. Hawaii-born Akebono, one of the greats of sumo wresting and a former grand champion, is reported to have died earlier this month of heart failure while receiving care at a hospital in Tokyo, the United States Forces in Japan said in a statement on Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara, File)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Hawaii-born Akebono Taro, one of the greats of sumo wrestling and a former grand champion, has died. He was 54. He was the first foreign-born wrestler to reach the level of "yokozuna" -- or grand champion -- in Japan.
"It is with sadness that we announce Akebono Taro died of heart failure earlier this month while receiving care at a hospital in the Tokyo area," the family said in a statement.
His wife Christine Rowan, in an email to The Associated Press, said he died "within the past week" but declined to give details.
"I had to tend to personal matters that needed to be done prior to publicly announcing my husband's death," she said.
Akebono grew up on the rural side of the Koolau mountains from Honolulu and was born Chad George Ha'aheo Rowan. 
He moved to Tokyo in the late 1980s and won his first grand championship in 1993.

    


At the prime of his career he was a real giant, reported at the time to weigh 500 pounds (225 kilos) and stand 6-feet-8 -- or 2.03 meters.
The United States ambassador to Japan, Rahm Emanuel, sent his condolences on social platform X.
"I was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Akebono, a giant in the world of sumo, a proud Hawaiian and a bridge between the United States and Japan," Emanuel posted.
"When Akebono became the first-ever foreign-born grand champion, sumo's highest rank, in 1993, he opened the door for other foreign wrestlers to find success in the sport. Throughout his 35 years in Japan, Akebono strengthened the cultural ties between the United States and his adopted homeland by uniting us all through sport."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Akebono was an 11-time grand tournament winner and he retired in 2001.
The family's statement said friends and family will hold a "private celebration of his life." He is survived by his wife, Christine, daughter and two sons.
"The family kindly asks for privacy during this time of mourning," the statement said.
___
McAvoy contributed from Honolulu.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/akebono-sumo-hawaii-japan-obituary-6f764e23de505ab6eed3257e33e9e113
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Cooley scores in OT to lift Coyotes to 4-3 win over first-place Canucks

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther (11) passes the puck to Logan Cooley (92), who scored on Vancouver Canucks goaltender Arturs Silovs (31) as Ian Cole (82), and Tyler Myers (57) defend during overtime in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther (11) passes the puck to Logan Cooley (92), who scored on Vancouver Canucks goaltender Arturs Silovs (31) as Ian Cole (82), and Tyler Myers (57) defend during overtime in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther (11) celebrates with Logan Cooley (92) after scoring against the Vancouver Canucks during overtime in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther (11) celebrates with Logan Cooley (92) after scoring against the Vancouver Canucks during overtime in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Sam Lafferty (18) and Arizona Coyotes' Josh Doan (91) vie for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | Vancouver Canucks' Sam Lafferty (18) and Arizona Coyotes' Josh Doan (91) vie for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops Vancouver Canucks' Brock Boeser (6) as Coyotes' Michael Kesselring (5) and Juuso Valimaki (4) watch during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops Vancouver Canucks' Dakota Joshua (81) during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops Vancouver Canucks' Dakota Joshua (81) during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Filip Hronek (17) and Arizona Coyotes' Nick Schmaltz (8) vie for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Quinn Hughes (43) celebrates with Conor Garland (8) after Garland's goal against the Arizona Coyotes during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | Vancouver Canucks' Quinn Hughes (43) celebrates with Conor Garland (8) after Garland's goal against the Arizona Coyotes during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops the puck as Vancouver Canucks' Nils Hoglander (21) and Brock Boeser (6) and Coyotes' Vladislav Kolyachonok (52) watch during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops the puck as Vancouver Canucks' Nils Hoglander (21) and Brock Boeser (6) and Coyotes' Vladislav Kolyachonok (52) watch during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Brock Boeser (6) shoots the puck as Arizona Coyotes' Sean Durzi (50) and goaltender Connor Ingram (39) watch during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Vancouver Canucks' Brock Boeser (6) shoots the puck as Arizona Coyotes' Sean Durzi (50) and goaltender Connor Ingram (39) watch during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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        Cooley scores in OT to lift Coyotes to 4-3 win over first-place Canucks

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther (11) passes the puck to Logan Cooley (92), who scored on Vancouver Canucks goaltender Arturs Silovs (31) as Ian Cole (82), and Tyler Myers (57) defend during overtime in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther (11) passes the puck to Logan Cooley (92), who scored on Vancouver Canucks goaltender Arturs Silovs (31) as Ian Cole (82), and Tyler Myers (57) defend during overtime in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther (11) celebrates with Logan Cooley (92) after scoring against the Vancouver Canucks during overtime in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther (11) celebrates with Logan Cooley (92) after scoring against the Vancouver Canucks during overtime in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Sam Lafferty (18) and Arizona Coyotes' Josh Doan (91) vie for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Vancouver Canucks' Sam Lafferty (18) and Arizona Coyotes' Josh Doan (91) vie for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops Vancouver Canucks' Brock Boeser (6) as Coyotes' Michael Kesselring (5) and Juuso Valimaki (4) watch during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops Vancouver Canucks' Brock Boeser (6) as Coyotes' Michael Kesselring (5) and Juuso Valimaki (4) watch during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops Vancouver Canucks' Dakota Joshua (81) during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops Vancouver Canucks' Dakota Joshua (81) during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops Vancouver Canucks' Dakota Joshua (81) during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Filip Hronek (17) and Arizona Coyotes' Nick Schmaltz (8) vie for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Vancouver Canucks' Filip Hronek (17) and Arizona Coyotes' Nick Schmaltz (8) vie for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Quinn Hughes (43) celebrates with Conor Garland (8) after Garland's goal against the Arizona Coyotes during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Vancouver Canucks' Quinn Hughes (43) celebrates with Conor Garland (8) after Garland's goal against the Arizona Coyotes during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops the puck as Vancouver Canucks' Nils Hoglander (21) and Brock Boeser (6) and Coyotes' Vladislav Kolyachonok (52) watch during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Arizona Coyotes goaltender Connor Ingram (39) stops the puck as Vancouver Canucks' Nils Hoglander (21) and Brock Boeser (6) and Coyotes' Vladislav Kolyachonok (52) watch during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Vancouver Canucks' Brock Boeser (6) shoots the puck as Arizona Coyotes' Sean Durzi (50) and goaltender Connor Ingram (39) watch during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Vancouver Canucks' Brock Boeser (6) shoots the puck as Arizona Coyotes' Sean Durzi (50) and goaltender Connor Ingram (39) watch during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Vancouver, British Columbia. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) -- Logan Cooley scored 3:50 into overtime and the Arizona Coyotes beat the Vancouver Canucks 4-3 on Wednesday night.
Dylan Guenther -- who turned 21 on Wednesday -- helped out on the play and finished with a goal and three assists for the Coyotes. Vladislav Kolyachonok had a goal and an assist, Josh Brown also scored, and Connor Ingram finished with 23 saves.
The Coyotes made headlines earlier Wednesday when reports emerged that the NHL is working on contingency plans in case the team is moved to Salt Lake City in the offseason.
The NHL has been working on two schedule drafts for next season in case the team is in Arizona or playing under a different name in Utah, according to a person familiar with the planning. 
"We came together as a group," Cooley said. "We put the rest aside, just had fun. ... We need to stick together as a group and that's what we did."

    


Elias Pettersson, Conor Garland and J.T. Miller scored for the Pacific Division-leading Canucks, and Quinn Hughes had three assists. Arturs Silovs made 14 saves.
"We made a push at the end," Canucks coach Rick Tocchet said. "Too many missed shots. I didn't think we went to the net first two periods. Third period we had urgency. ... You get the point out it, try to be positive."




Vancouver saw its lead over Edmonton in the division shrink to four points. Edmonton has two games in hand and will host the Canucks on Saturday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Arizona went on the power play 1:45 into overtime after Brock Boeser was called for tripping Guenther. Seconds after the penalty ended, Guenther sent a shot to the net and Cooley batted it in for his 19th of the season.
Guenther has 15 goals and 16 assists in 42 games since being called up from Tucson of the AHL in January.'
"He played the game the right way," Coyotes coach Andre Tourigny said. "He has great value, and he will be a great leader on our team."

    


After falling behind 3-1 in the third period, the Canucks made a late rally and forced overtime.
Garland cut the Coyotes' lead to one with 8:42 left in the third, getting a pass from Nils Hoglander and firing a wrist shot past Ingram from the bottom of the faceoff circle for his 19th.
Vancouver tied it with a power-play goal exactly 5 minutes later. With Arizona's Michael Kesselring in the box for interference, Hughes sliced a pass to Pettersson and the Swedish center fired a one-timer in for his 34th goal of the season.
Vancouver went 1-for-4 with the man advantage, while Arizona was 0-for-5.
The Coyotes opened the scoring 5:46 into the second. Guenther's shot bounced off of Silovs' pad to Brown in the faceoff circle and he snapped a shot in past the goalie from the dot to make it 1-0.
The Canucks tied it with 1:28 left in the second when Miller backhanded in a rebound from the top of the crease for his 36th. It extended his point streak to nine games, with three goals and nine assists across the stretch.
Arizona went back ahead just 56 seconds later as Kolyachonok fired a long shot through traffic and the puck hit Canucks forward Dakota Joshua in the high slot before sailing in past Silovs for his first goal of the season in his second game. Kolyachonok was a late addition to the lineup, sliding in for Maksymilian Szuber, who was sent down to Tucson of the AHL earlier Wednesday.

    


The Coyotes boosted their cushion to two goals at 1:55 of the third when Cooley picked the puck off the stick of Hughes below the goal line and flicked it to Guenther, stationed at the top of the crease. The forward snapped a shot in for his 15th.
Canucks center Elias Lindholm returned to the lineup after missing seven games with a wrist injury. He skated on the third line with Phillip Di Giuseppe and Ilya Mikheyev.
"He played hard tonight," Tocchet said. "It's a good step for him."
UP NEXT
Coyotes: At Edmonton on Friday night in the fourth of a five-game trip.
Canucks: At Edmonton on Saturday night.
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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    [image: Chicago Blackhawks' Connor Bedard (98) shoots as St. Louis Blues' Jordan Kyrou (25) defends during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in St. Louis. (AP Photo/Scott Kane)]
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Jordan Kyrou scored twice and Robert Thomas had a goal and an assist, and the St. Louis Blues beat the Chicago Blackhawks 5-2 on Wednesday night.
Zack Bolduc had a goal and an assist, Torey Krug also scored and Brayden Schenn had two assists for St. Louis. Joel Hofer made 18 saves as the Blues improved to 8-1-1 in their last 10 home games against the Blackhawks.
St. Louis preserved its slim playoff hopes. The Blues began the day trailing Vegas, which has a game in hand, by five points for the final playoff spot in the Western Conference.
Philipp Kurashev and Landon Slaggert scored for the Blackhawks. Petr Mrazek was pulled after giving up three goals on three shots over the first 4:37. Arvid Soderblom came on and finished with 21 saves.
OILERS 5, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 1
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) -- Zach Hyman and Leon Draisaitl each had a goal and an assist as Edmonton beat Vegas despite the absence of star forward Connor McDavid.

    


Cody Ceci, Mattias Ekholm and Dylan Holloway also scored while Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Ryan McLeod each had two assists for Edmonton, which won its third straight. Stuart Skinner stopped 17 shots.




The Oilers hit 100 points in the standings in a third consecutive season for the second time in franchise history. They hit the century mark six times in a row from 1981-87.
McDavid missed the game with a lower-body injury but is considered day-to-day. The Oilers' captain is stuck at 99 assists on the season, needing only one to become just the fourth player in NHL history to hit 100.
COYOTES 4, CANUCKS 3, OT

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) -- Logan Cooley scored 3:50 into overtime and Arizona beat Vancouver.
Dylan Guenther -- who turned 21 on Wednesday -- helped out on the play and finished with a goal and three assists for the Coyotes. Vladislav Kolyachonok had a goal and an assist, Josh Brown also scored, and Connor Ingram finished with 23 saves.
Elias Pettersson, Conor Garland and J.T. Miller scored for the Pacific Division-leading Canucks, and Quinn Hughes had three assists. Arturs Silovs made 14 saves.
Vancouver saw its lead over Edmonton in the division shrink to four points. Edmonton has two games in hand and will host the Canucks on Saturday. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/c4624fea8e5be3d564205dc9b085fc26



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Politics
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            Sports
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

      Politics

      
        Muslim leaders are 'out of words' as they tire of the White House outreach on the war in Gaza
      

      
        Biden will meet with Philippine and Japanese leaders as worry grows over China's Indo-Pacific action
      

      
        Trump tests limits of gag order with post insulting 2 likely witnesses in criminal trial
      

      
        A congressman wanted to understand AI. So he went back to a college classroom to learn
      

      
        Prosecutor to decide if Georgia lieutenant governor should be charged in election meddling case
      

      
        IMF head projects slightly stronger global growth in 2024 and warns of potential long-term pitfalls
      

      
        Kishida cracks jokes and invokes 'Star Trek' as he and Biden toast US-Japan alliance at state dinner
      

      
        Sen. Bob Menendez and his wife will have separate bribery trials, judge rules
      

      
        Federal appeals court hears arguments on nation's first ban on gender-affirming care for minors
      

      
        Liberal Wisconsin Supreme Court justice says she won't run again, setting up fight for control
      

      
        Mexico asks UN to expel Ecuador over its police raid on the Mexican embassy in Quito
      

      
        Maine shooter's commanding Army officer says he had limited oversight of the gunman
      

      
        Italian coast guard rescues 22 shipwrecked people, recovers 9 bodies. Some 15 reported missing
      

      
        55 Coast Guard Academy cadets disciplined over homework cheating accusations
      

      
        and many abortions. Lawmakers are now tackling the legislation
      

      
        Recall effort targeting Republican leader in Wisconsin expected to fail
      

      
        Case at North Carolina high court may affect how partisan officials file voter fraud claims
      

      
        Jailed Vietnamese dissident Pham Doan Trang to be honored by PEN America
      

      
        Myanmar's ethnic Karen guerrillas claim to have seized the last army base defending key border town
      

      
        President Milei of cash-strapped Argentina starts another US tour, plans to meet Elon Musk
      

      
        Czech man dies after falling into sea while taking photos of huge waves in Spain's Canary Islands
      

      
        Russian forces kill 2 suspected of plotting terror attacks, authorities say
      

      
        Nebraska lawmakers seek to solidify taxpayer-funded school choice before voters can decide it
      

      
        Study finds voters skeptical about fairness of elections. Many favor a strong, undemocratic leader
      

      
        China protests EU's investigation of subsidies in green industries, calling the move protectionist
      

      
        Biden says he's considering Australia's request to drop prosecution of Wikileaks founder Assange
      

      
        Chinese President Xi meets former Taiwan leader Ma Ying-jeou on pro-unification visit
      

      
        Australian bomber shot down with 4 crew in 1943 identified off the coast of Papua New Guinea
      

      
        Russia puts more Kremlin critics on a wanted list as its crackdown on dissent reaches new levels
      

      
        Conservative revolt in the House blocks effort to reauthorize a key US spy tool
      

      
        EU lawmakers approve an overhaul of migration law, hoping to deprive the far right of votes
      

      
        Former high-ranking Democratic legislator in New Mexico pleads not guilty in federal fraud case
      

      
        Mississippi bill would limit where transgender people can use bathrooms in public buildings
      

      
        Denver makes major shift in migrant response by extending support to six months but limiting spaces
      

      
        Speaker Johnson to meet with Trump, offers Marjorie Taylor Greene advisory role as own job teeters
      

      
        US military veteran accused of having explicit images of a child apparently joined Russian army
      

      
        Judge in Trump's election interference case rejects 'hostages' label for jailed Jan. 6 defendants
      

      
        Louisiana lawmakers quietly advance two controversial bills as severe weather hits the state
      

      
        Deadly Chicago traffic stop where police fired 96 shots raises serious questions about use of force
      

      
        Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders urges lawmakers to pass budget as session kicks off
      

      
        Trump assails Jewish voters who back Biden: 'Should have their head examined'
      

      
        Florida GOP leader apologizes for trashing hotel room and says he'll seek help for alcoholism
      

      
        Iowa governor signs bill that gives state authority to arrest and deport some migrants
      

      
        Man arrested in connection with device that exploded outside Alabama attorney general's office
      

      
        Iowa puts $1 million toward summer meal sites, still faces criticism for rejecting federal funds
      

      
        Republican Sen. Rick Scott softens his abortion position after Florida Supreme Court ruling
      

      
        
          	
            Sports
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

    

  

  
    Muslim leaders tire of White House outreach on Gaza as war drags on | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Muslim leaders are 'out of words' as they tire of the White House outreach on the war in Gaza

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: American Muslims women pray to mark the end of the holy month of Ramadan at Petree Hall in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. The fractured relationship could jeopardize the Democratic president's reelection campaign and help pave the way for Republican Donald Trump to return to the White House. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: Osama Siblani, publisher of the Arab American News is photographed in his office, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. After months of mounting concerns over Palestinian suffering, Biden had publicly -- albeit vaguely -- threatened to cut U.S. assistance to Israel's military operations in Gaza. ]
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[image: President and co-founder of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, Salam Al-Marayati, second from left, invites American Muslims citizens to register to vote after thousands gathered to mark the end of the holy month of Ramadan in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Marayati described the attitude as, ]
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[image: CEO of Emgage Wa'el Alzayat poses for a photograph in Chevy Chase, Md., Tuesday, April 9, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Among the leaders who have kept talking with the administration is Alzayat, head of the advocacy organization Emgage. A former U.S. State Department official, Alzayat said that he texts or calls senior officials to relay sentiments from the Muslim and Arab American communities and push for a ceasefire. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: A Muslim man prays to mark the end of the holy month of Ramadan in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. The fractured relationship could jeopardize the Democratic president's reelection campaign and help pave the way for Republican Donald Trump to return to the White House. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: American Muslims women pray to mark the end of the holy month of Ramadan in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. The fractured relationship could jeopardize the Democratic president's reelection campaign and help pave the way for Republican Donald Trump to return to the White House. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: President and co-founder of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, Salam Al-Marayati, addresses American Muslims after a prayer in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Marayati described the attitude as, ]
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[image: President and co-founder of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, Salam Al-Marayati, far right, gets ready to address American Muslims after a prayer in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Marayati described the attitude as, ]
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[image: CEO of Emgage Wa'el Alzayat poses for a photograph in Chevy Chase, Md., Tuesday, April 9, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Among the leaders who have kept talking with the administration is Alzayat, head of the advocacy organization Emgage. A former U.S. State Department official, Alzayat said that he texts or calls senior officials to relay sentiments from the Muslim and Arab American communities and push for a ceasefire. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: CEO of Emgage Wa'el Alzayat poses for a photograph in Chevy Chase, Md., Tuesday, April 9, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Among the leaders who have kept talking with the administration is Alzayat, head of the advocacy organization Emgage. A former U.S. State Department official, Alzayat said that he texts or calls senior officials to relay sentiments from the Muslim and Arab American communities and push for a ceasefire. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: A Muslim man prays to mark the end of the holy month of Ramadan in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. The fractured relationship could jeopardize the Democratic president's reelection campaign and help pave the way for Republican Donald Trump to return to the White House. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: President and co-founder of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, Salam Al-Marayati invites American Muslims citizens to register to vote after thousands gathered to mark the end of the holy month of Ramadan in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Marayati described the attitude as, ]
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[image: President and co-founder of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, Salam Al-Marayati, addresses American Muslims after a prayer in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Marayati described the attitude as, ]
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[image: President and co-founder of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, Salam Al-Marayati, far right, gets ready to address American Muslims after a prayer in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Marayati described the attitude as, ]
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[image: Osama Siblani, publisher of the Arab American News is photographed in his office, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Dearborn, Mich. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. After months of mounting concerns over Palestinian suffering, Biden had publicly -- albeit vaguely -- threatened to cut U.S. assistance to Israel's military operations in Gaza. ]
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[image: CEO of Emgage Wa'el Alzayat poses for a photograph in Chevy Chase, Md., Tuesday, April 9, 2024. As the war in Gaza enters its seventh month, some Muslim and Arab American leaders have grown frustrated with outreach from President Joe Biden's White House. Among the leaders who have kept talking with the administration is Alzayat, head of the advocacy organization Emgage. A former U.S. State Department official, Alzayat said that he texts or calls senior officials to relay sentiments from the Muslim and Arab American communities and push for a ceasefire. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Osama Siblani was sipping his morning coffee at the office when his phone buzzed with a message from one of President Joe Biden's advisers. As publisher of the Arab American News in Dearborn, Michigan, Siblani serves as an occasional sounding board, and the White House wanted to know what he thought of Biden's recent call with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
After months of mounting concerns over the suffering of Palestinians in Gaza, Biden had publicly, albeit vaguely, threatened to cut U.S. assistance to Israel's military operations in the Hamas-controlled territory.
"This is baby steps," Siblani said he responded. "What we need is giant steps rather than baby steps."
The text exchange is an example of the behind-the-scenes communication that the White House has nurtured at a time of anger at the Democratic president over his support for Israel. Such informal contacts have become more important as some Muslim and Arab American leaders have turned down opportunities to talk with Biden or his advisers, frustrated by the sense their private conversations and public anguish have done little or nothing to persuade him to change course. 

    


The White House says it is keeping an open door for difficult conversations, but it can be hard to get people to walk through.




"All they are trying to do is convince us that there is some kind of movement toward where we want," Siblani said. "But it's too slow and it's dragging. It's more death and casualties that are happening."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The highest-profile example of the stonewalling came last week when a Palestinian American doctor walked out of a meeting with Biden. But interviews with Muslim and Arab American leaders reveal how that face-to-face protest was only the most conspicuous case of a fracture that has damaged crucial relationships and closed avenues needed to repair them. 

    


"What more can we tell the White House for them to change course? I've run out of words," said Michigan state Rep. Abraham Aiyash, who met with senior officials in February but has not had any contact with them since then. 
Dan Koh, deputy director of the White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, said the administration wants "to make sure we're as accessible as possible."
"We understand that some people do not want to engage. We respect that," he said. "But we think that the people who have engaged have felt that it was a fruitful discussion."
Top White House officials, including national security adviser Jake Sullivan, senior adviser Anita Dunn and chief of staff Jeff Zients, have been involved in the outreach. Biden is briefed on their conversations, and Vice President Kamala Harris has talked with Muslims, Arab Americans and Palestinian Americans.
The White House believes it still can find receptive audiences, such as a recent series of meetings with Lebanese Americans that focused on efforts to prevent the conflict from expanding along Israel's northern border, where Hezbollah operates. 
But the situation presents a challenge for a president who believes in the political power of personal relationships and has prized his history of sitting down with opponents and critics. It could also jeopardize his reelection this year, with some Muslims warning they are unwilling to support Biden even it that risks returning Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, to the White House. 

    


Salam Al-Marayati, who lives in Los Angeles and leads the Muslim Public Affairs Council, described the attitude as, "Forget them. They have to learn a lesson. And if they lose, that's the lesson they should learn."
His disillusionment with Biden began soon after the war started on Oct. 7, when Hamas killed 1,200 Israelis in a surprise attack. The president described himself as a Zionist during a trip to Israel later that month, emphasizing his belief in the importance of a Jewish state as a guarantee of security for people who have historically been persecuted around the world.
Al-Marayati heard the statement differently. 
"What it meant was, he doesn't care for the Palestinian people and their displacement," he said.

    


Al-Marayati and members of his organization did participate in meetings with officials from the National Security Council and the State Department, but he soured on the conversations.
"We realized they were not listening," Al-Marayati said. "Maybe they were nodding when we were speaking, but they were continuing with the same policy."
With the war entering its seventh month, Israel has killed more than 33,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children, according to the Gaza-based Ministry of Health, an agency in the Hamas-controlled government.
U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar, a Democrat from Minnesota who is Muslim, said it's still important to support Biden as a shield against the return of Trump, saying "our democracy is on the line."

    


But when it comes to the war, Omar said, Biden "is not where we need him to be at the moment, and it is our job to push him, and to get him where we need him to be."
"It is incredibly hard to have any sort of conversation when there isn't any policy change coming out of the White House in regards to stopping weapons from being delivered into Israel," she said.
That is a step that Biden has been unwilling to take, though he has moved closer to that line. After Biden's most recent call with Netanyahu, the White House said the president "made clear that U.S. policy with respect to Gaza will be determined by our assessment of Israel's immediate action" to protect civilians and allow increased humanitarian assistance.
The conversation came two days after Biden met with Muslim leaders at the White House. Officials had originally tried to arrange an iftar meal, where Biden could join Muslims as they broke their daily fast for Ramadan after sunset. But too many people refused invitations, turned off by the thought of eating with Biden at the same time he is supporting Israeli military operations that have pushed Palestinians to the brink of famine.
The White House changed its plans and hosted a private meeting about the war. One of the guests was Thaer Ahmad, a Palestinian American doctor from Chicago who has volunteered in Gaza. Angry over the continued flow of U.S. weapons to Israel, Ahmad stood up during the meeting and told Biden he was walking out.
Among the leaders who have kept talking with the administration is Wa'el Alzayat, who lives in the Washington, D.C.-area and heads the advocacy organization Emgage. The former U.S. State Department official said he texts or calls senior officials to relay sentiments from the Muslim and Arab American communities and push for a cease-fire. 
Dearborn Mayor Abdullah Hammoud said he last met with administration officials in February, and they have reached out to ask his thoughts since then. His city has the largest Muslim population per capita in the country, and Hammoud said he always is willing to talk if "there's a conversation to be had that can lead to saving one life."
Some White House meetings have focused on Lebanese Americans, who fear how the war could spiral out of control. One conversation took place last month in the private basement dining room of a Lebanese restaurant in Detroit. The other was hosted by a Lebanese American businessman in Houston over the weekend.
Ed Gabriel, who helped organize the conversations as president of the American Task Force on Lebanon, said participants appreciated the opportunity to learn about U.S. efforts in the Middle East. But there is frustration over the situation in Gaza.
"At one point does the president say, 'Enough is enough, it has to be now?'" Gabriel said. "I know what they're trying to get done. But after 30,000 deaths, you can't expect people to understand. And that's the challenge the president has."
___
Cappelletti reported from Lansing, Michigan.
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                    House Speaker Mike Johnson welcomed the Japanese Prime Minister and his wife to Capitol Hill on Thursday. Kishida is visiting Congress to address U.S. lawmakers on the importance of keeping a strong partnership between the two countries at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific.
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    [image: This combination photo shows President Joe Biden from left, and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on April 10, 2024, in Washington, and Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on March 12, 2024, in Berlin. Biden is gathering Marcos Jr. and Kishida at the White House on Thursday, April 11, as the three nations hold their first ever trilateral summit, aimed at demonstrating that Washington, Manila and Tokyo are in lockstep about their concerns about China's military assertiveness and North Korea's nuclear program. (AP Photo)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden is bringing together Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at the White House on Thursday as the three nations use their first-ever trilateral summit to try to show they are in lockstep about countering China's military assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific.
The leaders are expected to announce that their coast guards will hold a joint patrol in the Indo-Pacific this year, a follow-up on law enforcement drills carried out last year by the allies in waters near the disputed South China Sea. The U.S. Coast Guard will also welcome Filipino and Japanese coast guard members onto a U.S. Coast Guard vessel during the patrol for training, according to senior Biden administration officials who insisted on anonymity to preview the talks.
The summit comes a day after Biden held one-on-one talks with Kishida and feted the Japanese premier with a glitzy state dinner at the White House, a diplomatic honor meant to recognize Tokyo's growing clout on the global stage. It was also designed to send a clear signal that the Democratic administration remains determined to build what it calls a "latticework" of alliances in the Indo-Pacific even as it grapples with the Israel-Hamas war and Russia's ongoing invasion of Ukraine.

    


Biden on Wednesday reflected on the fact that Japan, once a fierce U.S. enemy, has become one of the closest American partners and an indispensable ally in a shared push for peace, security and prosperity in the Pacific and beyond.




"Just a few generations ago, our two nations were locked in a devastating conflict," Biden said with Kishida by his side for a pomp-filled arrival ceremony at the White House. "It would have been easy to say we remain adversaries. Instead, we made a far better choice: We became the closest of friends." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thursday's three-way summit will also have a large economic component with several major U.S.-based companies -- including Meta, UPS and Greenbrier Energy -- announcing investments in the Philippines, administration officials said. The new deals come after Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo visited Manila last month to announce more than $1 billion in new investment by American companies in the Philippines.

    


The United States, the United Kingdom and Japan on Wednesday announced joint military exercises in the Indo-Pacific in 2025. That followed the Pentagon revealing earlier this week that the U.S., the U.K. and Australia were considering including Japan in the AUKUS partnership, a grouping launched in 2021 that aims to equip Australia with nuclear-powered and conventionally armed submarines.
Kishida visited Capitol Hill on Thursday for an address to U.S. lawmakers that focused on the need to strengthen the partnership between the U.S. and Japan at a time of tension in the Asia-Pacific and skepticism in Congress about U.S. involvement abroad. He offered concern about "the undercurrent of self-doubt among some Americans about what your role in the world should be."

    


Administration officials have acknowledged growing concern about provocative Chinese action in the Pacific, which will be a large focus of the leaders' talks. The White House sees the summit as countering China's attempts at "intimidation" and sending a message that China is "the outlier in the neighborhood," according to an administration official.
Relations between China and the Philippines have been repeatedly tested by skirmishes involving the two nations' coast guard vessels in the disputed South China Sea. Chinese coast guard ships also regularly approach disputed Japanese-controlled East China Sea islands near Taiwan.
The so-called "gray-zone" harassment by China has included shining military-grade lasers at the Philippine Coast Guard, firing water cannons at vessels and ramming into Philippine ships near the Second Thomas Shoal, which both Manila and Beijing claim. In 1999, Manila intentionally ran the World War II-era ship aground on the shoal, establishing a permanent military presence there.

    


Biden, in a wide-ranging phone call with Chinese President Xi Jinping last week, raised concerns about China's operations in the South China Sea, including efforts to impede the Philippines, which the U.S. is treaty-obligated to defend, from resupplying its forces on the Second Thomas Shoal.
"The main intent of this trilateral agreement is for us to be able to continue to flourish, to be able to help one another, and ... to keep the peace in the South China Sea and the freedom of navigation in the South China Sea," Marcos told reporters before departing for Washington on Wednesday.
Chinese officials have bristled at criticism over their action in the South China Sea and blamed the U.S. for exacerbating tensions.
"No one should violate China's territorial sovereignty and maritime rights and interests, and China remains steadfast in safeguarding our lawful rights," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning said Thursday.

    


Biden has made improving relations with the Philippines a priority since Marcos became the country's president in June 2022. The relationship has had ups and downs over the years and was in a difficult place when Marcos took office. Human rights groups said Marcos' predecessor, Rodrigo Duterte's "war on drugs" resulted in thousands of extrajudicial killings. 
Marcos, the son and namesake of the country's former dictator, as a candidate said he would look to pursue closer ties with China. But he's increasingly drifted toward Washington amid concerns about China's coercive action.
Biden hosted him for talks at the White House last year, the first Washington visit by a Philippine president in more than a decade. Biden also met him on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly soon after Marcos took office, and dispatched Vice President Kamala Harris to Manila in 2022 to meet him.
Last year, the Philippines agreed to give the U.S. access to four more bases on the islands.
___
Associated Press writer Didi Tang contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Days after a New York judge expanded a gag order on Donald Trump to curtail "inflammatory" speech, the former president tested its limits by disparaging two key witnesses in his upcoming criminal hush money trial as liars.
In a post on his Truth Social platform Wednesday, Trump called his former lawyer, Michael Cohen, and the adult film actor Stormy Daniels "two sleaze bags who have, with their lies and misrepresentations, cost our Country dearly!"
In an order first made in March, and then revised on April 1, Judge Juan Merchan barred Trump from making public statements about probable trial witnesses "concerning their potential participation in the investigation or in this criminal proceeding."
Merchan's order didn't give specific examples of what types of statements about witnesses were banned. He noted the order was not intended to prevent the former president from responding to political attacks.

    


The gag order also barred Trump from making public statements of any type about jurors, court staff, lawyers in the case or relatives of prosecutors or of the judge. Trump is allowed to make critical comments about the judge himself and Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg.




It was unclear whether the judge might consider Trump's criticism of Cohen and Daniels a violation of the gag order.
Both are expected to testify in the trial, which involves allegations that Trump falsified business records at his company to disguise the true nature of payments made to Cohen to reimburse him for a $130,000 payoff made to Daniels. The payment, Cohen says, was intended to keep Daniels from talking publicly about an alleged sexual encounter with Trump that the Republican says never happened.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gregory Germain, a professor at Syracuse University College of Law, described the latest post as a "close call" unlikely to result in Trump being held in contempt.

    


"I suspect he'd argue that he criticized their general character, and was not commenting on their 'potential participation' in the investigation or proceeding," Germain said.
But Stephen Gillers, a professor at New York University Law School, said Trump's comment "brands the two witnesses as liars, which goes to the heart of what the order forbids."
"That's exactly what a gag order doesn't want you to do before trial when a potential jury could be influenced," he said.
Trump and his attorneys have said the gag order violates his free speech rights and prevents him from responding to public attacks as he runs for president.
Daniels has spoken out about harassment she's received from the former president's supporters, who she said were "encouraged and commended" by Trump.
In a text message Thursday, Cohen said the attacks were meant to "prejudice the jury's opinion of a key witness; namely me."
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                    Rep. Don Beyer, a 73-year-old congressman tasked with regulating artificial intelligence, is enrolled in classes at George Mason University to get a master's degree in machine learning. He weighs both the benefits and risks of the new technology.
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    [image: FILE - Rep. Don Beyer, D-Va., speaks at the Capitol in Washington, Sept. 9, 2021. To educate themselves on Artificial Intelligence, lawmakers have created a task force and invited experts to explain how AI could transform our lives. Beyer is taking it even further by enrolling in college to get a Master's degree in machine learning. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - Assemblyman Jay Obernolte, R-Calif., speaks during the Assembly session in Sacramento, Calif., June 17, 2019. To educate themselves on Artificial Intelligence, lawmakers have created a task force and invited experts to explain how AI could transform our lives. While many Americans may have formed their ideas about AI from science fiction movies, it's important that lawmakers have a clear-eyed understanding of the technology, said Rep. Jay Obernolte, R-Calif., the chairman of the House's AI Task Force. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli)]
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[image: FILE - Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Calif., speaks at a hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Feb. 26, 2020. To educate themselves on Artificial Intelligence, lawmakers have created a task force and invited experts to explain how AI could transform our lives. Eshoo is the Democratic chairwoman of the AI Caucus. She represents part of California's Silicon Valley and recently introduced legislation that would require tech companies and social media platforms like Meta, Google or TikTok to identify and label AI-generated deepfakes to ensure the public isn't misled. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Don Beyer's car dealerships were among the first in the U.S. to set up a website. As a representative, the Virginia Democrat leads a bipartisan group focused on promoting fusion energy. He reads books about geometry for fun.
So when questions about regulating artificial intelligence emerged, the 73-year-old Beyer took what for him seemed like an obvious step, enrolling at George Mason University to get a master's degree in machine learning. In an era when lawmakers and Supreme Court justices sometimes concede they don't understand emerging technology, Beyer's journey is an outlier, but it highlights a broader effort by members of Congress to educate themselves about artificial intelligence as they consider laws that would shape its development.
Frightening to some, thrilling to others, baffling to many: Artificial intelligence has been called a transformative technology, a threat to democracy or even an existential risk for humanity. It will fall to members of Congress to figure out how to regulate the industry in a way that encourages its potential benefits while mitigating the worst risks.

    


But first they have to understand what AI is, and what it isn't.




"I tend to be an AI optimist," Beyer told The Associated Press following a recent afternoon class on George Mason's campus in suburban Virginia. "We can't even imagine how different our lives will be in five years, 10 years, 20 years, because of AI. ... There won't be robots with red eyes coming after us any time soon. But there are other deeper existential risks that we need to pay attention to."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Risks like massive job losses in industries made obsolete by AI, programs that retrieve biased or inaccurate results, or deepfake images, video and audio that could be leveraged for political disinformation, scams or sexual exploitation. On the other side of the equation, onerous regulations could stymie innovation, leaving the U.S. at a disadvantage as other nations look to harness the power of AI.

    


Striking the right balance will require input not only from tech companies but also from the industry's critics, as well as from the industries that AI may transform. While many Americans may have formed their ideas about AI from science fiction movies like "The Terminator" or "The Matrix," it's important that lawmakers have a clear-eyed understanding of the technology, said Rep. Jay Obernolte, R-Calif., and the chairman of the House's AI Task Force.
When lawmakers have questions about AI, Obernolte is one of the people they seek out. He studied engineering and applied science at the California Institute of Technology and earned an M.S. in artificial intelligence at UCLA. The California Republican also started his own video game company. Obernolte said he's been "very pleasantly impressed" with how seriously his colleagues on both sides of the aisle are taking their responsibility to understand AI. 
That shouldn't be surprising, Obernolte said. After all, lawmakers regularly vote on bills that touch on complicated legal, financial, health and scientific subjects. If you think computers are complicated, check out the rules governing Medicaid and Medicare.

    


Keeping up with the pace of technology has challenged Congress since the steam engine and the cotton gin transformed the nation's industrial and agricultural sectors. Nuclear power and weaponry is another example of a highly technical subject that lawmakers have had to contend with in recent decades, according to Kenneth Lowande, a University of Michigan political scientist who has studied expertise and how it relates to policy-making in Congress.
Federal lawmakers have created several offices -- the Library of Congress, the Congressional Budget Office, etc. -- to provide resources and specialized input when necessary. They also rely on staff with specific expertise on subject topics, including technology.
Then there's another, more informal form of education that many members of Congress receive.
"They have interest groups and lobbyists banging down their door to give them briefings," Lowande said. 

    


Beyer said he's had a lifelong interest in computers and that when AI emerged as a topic of public interest he wanted to know more. A lot more. Almost all of his fellow students are decades younger; most don't seem that fazed when they discover their classmate is a congressman, Beyer said. 
He said the classes, which he fits in around his busy congressional schedule -- are already paying off. He's learned about the development of AI and the challenges facing the field. He said it's helped him understand the challenges -- biases, unreliable data -- and the possibilities, like improved cancer diagnoses and more efficient supply chains.
Beyer is also learning how to write computer code.
"I'm finding that learning to code -- which is thinking in this sort of mathematical, algorithmic step-by-step, is helping me think differently about a lot of other things -- how you put together an office, how you work a piece of legislation," Beyer said.

    


While a computer science degree isn't required, it's imperative that lawmakers understand AI's implications for the economy, national defense, health care, education, personal privacy and intellectual property rights, according to Chris Pierson, CEO of the cybersecurity firm BlackCloak. 
"AI is not good or bad," said Pierson, who formerly worked in Washington for the Department of Homeland Security. "It's how you use it."
The work of safeguarding AI has already begun, though it's the executive branch leading the way so far. Last month, the White House unveiled new rules that require federal agencies to show their use of AI isn't harming the public. Under an executive order issued last year, AI developers must provide information on the safety of their products.
When it comes to more substantive action, America is playing catchup to the European Union, which recently enacted the world's first significant rules governing the development and use of AI. The rules prohibit some uses -- routine AI-enabled facial recognition by law enforcement, for one -- while requiring other programs to submit information about safety and public risks. The landmark law is expected to serve as a blueprint for other nations as they contemplate their own AI laws.
As Congress begins that process, the focus must be on "mitigating potential harm," said Obernolte, who said he's optimistic that lawmakers from both parties can find common ground on ways to prevent the worst AI risks. 
"Nothing substantive is going to get done that isn't bipartisan," he said.
To help guide the conversation lawmakers created a new AI task force (Obernolte is co-chairman), as well as an AI Caucus made up of lawmakers with a particular expertise or interest in the topic. They've invited experts to brief lawmakers on the technology and its impacts -- and not just computer scientists and tech gurus either, but also representatives from different sectors that see their own risks and rewards in AI.
Rep. Anna Eshoo is the Democratic chairwoman of the caucus. She represents part of California's Silicon Valley and recently introduced legislation that would require tech companies and social media platforms like Meta, Google or TikTok to identify and label AI-generated deepfakes to ensure the public isn't misled. She said the caucus has already proved its worth as a "safe place" place where lawmakers can ask questions, share resources and begin to craft consensus.
"There isn't a bad or silly question," she said. "You have to understand something before you can accept or reject it."
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    [image: FILE - Georgia Lt. Gov. candidate Burt Jones participates in a Republican primary debate, May 3, 2022, in Atlanta. A special prosecutor has been assigned to look into whether Georgia Lt. Gov. Jones should face criminal charges over efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election in the state. The Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of Georgia announced Thursday, April 11, 2024, that its executive director, Pete Skandalakis, will handle the matter. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, Pool, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A special prosecutor has been assigned to look into whether Georgia Lt. Gov. Burt Jones should face criminal charges over efforts to overturn the 2020 presidential election in the state.
The Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of Georgia announced Thursday that its executive director, Pete Skandalakis, will handle the matter after Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis was barred from prosecuting Jones as part of her election interference case against former President Donald Trump and others.
Jones was one of 16 state Republicans who signed a certificate stating that Trump had won Georgia and declaring themselves the state's "duly elected and qualified" electors even though Democrat Joe Biden had been declared the winner in the state. As a state senator in the wake of the election, he also sought a special session of Georgia's Legislature aimed at overturning Biden's narrow win in the state.

    


As Willis was investigating possible illegal election meddling by Trump and others, Jones argued that Willis should not be able to pursue charges against him because she had hosted a fundraiser for his Democratic opponent in the lieutenant governor's race. Superior Court Judge Robert McBurney ruled in July 2022 that Willis' actions created an "actual and untenable" conflict of interest.




McBurney's ruling left it up to the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council, a nonpartisan state agency that supports district attorneys, to appoint a prosecutor to decide whether Jones should be charged. Right after Trump and the others were indicted, Skandalakis said he would begin looking for an appropriate prosecutor. But he instead decided to appoint himself.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The statement announcing Skandalakis' appointment cites state bar rules and says that "no further comments will be made at this time."
Jones has previously denied wrongdoing, saying he and other electors acted on advice of lawyers to preserve Trump's chances if the former president won a court challenge that was pending at the time. Three others who signed the Republican elector certificate were among those indicted along with Trump in August by a Fulton County grand jury.

    


In a statement Thursday, Jones welcomed the news of Skandalakis' appointment.
"I'm happy to see this process move forward and look forward to the opportunity to get this charade behind me," Jones said. "Fani Willis has made a mockery of this legal process, as she tends to do. I look forward to a quick resolution and moving forward with the business of the state of Georgia."
Trump and the 18 others indicted in August were accused of participating in a wide-ranging scheme to illegally try to overturn Trump's loss in Georgia. Four people have pleaded guilty after reaching deals with prosecutors. The others, including the former president, have pleaded not guilty. No trial date has been set.
____
Associated Press writer Jeff Amy in Atlanta contributed reporting.
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    [image: FILE - Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund takes part in a panel discussion at the Annual Meeting of World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 17, 2024. Strong economic activity in the United States and emerging markets is projected to help drive global growth by about 3% in 2024, the International Monetary Fund chief said Thursday, below the annual historic average and a warning sign about potential lackluster performances through the 2020s. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Strong economic activity in the United States and emerging markets is projected to help drive global growth by about 3% this year, the International Monetary Fund's chief said Thursday, below the annual historic average and a warning sign about potential lackluster performances through the 2020s.
"Without a course correction, we are indeed heading for 'the Tepid Twenties' -- a sluggish and disappointing decade," said Kristalina Georgieva, the organization's managing director, in announcing the economic projection and longer-term outlook.
She said global economic activity is weak by past measurements and debt is up, posing major challenges to public finances in many parts of the world.
"The scars of the pandemic are still with us. The global output loss since 2020 is around $3.3 trillion, with the costs disproportionately falling on the most vulnerable countries," she said. 

    


The anticipated growth rate of just more than 3% is slightly above last year's projection. The historic average is 3.8%.
"Global growth is marginally stronger on account of robust activity in the United States and in many emerging market economies," Georgieva said.




The IMF and its fellow lending agency, the World Bank, will hold their spring meetings next week in Washington, where finance ministers, central bankers and policymakers will discuss the global economy's most pressing issues.
The annual gathering will take place as several conflicts threaten global financial stability, including Russia's invasion of Ukraine and the war between Hamas and Israel in Gaza. 
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    [image: President Joe Biden listens as Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks ahead of a toast during a State Dinner at the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden makes a toast with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida during a State Dinner at the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: President Joe Biden, center right, and first lady Jill Biden, right, welcome Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, center left, and his wife Yuko Kishida for a State Dinner at the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: Kristi Yamaguchi, right, and Yukiko Saegusa arrive at the Booksellers area of the White House for the State Dinner hosted by President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden for Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, and wife Kishida Yuko, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Former President Bill Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, arrive at the Booksellers area of the White House for the State Dinner hosted by President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden for Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, and wife Kishida Yuko, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | Former President Bill Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, arrive at the Booksellers area of the White House for the State Dinner hosted by President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden for Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, and wife Kishida Yuko, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden pose for a photo with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and his wife Yuko Kishida by the Grand Staircase in the Cross Hall of the White House during a State Dinner at the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Evan Ryan, Assistant to the President and Cabinet Secretary, arrive at the Booksellers area of the White House for the State Dinner hosted by President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden for Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, and wife Kishida Yuko, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Robert De Niro and Tiffany Chen arrive at the Booksellers area of the White House for the State Dinner hosted by President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden for Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, and wife Kishida Yuko, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Tables are decorated during a press preview at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, for the State Dinner for Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: FILE - This April 2, 2012 file photo shows singer Paul Simon performing at Avery Fisher Hall in New York, April 2, 2012. Simon will sing for guests at Wednesday's White House state dinner for Japan. The White House says he's one of first lady Jill Biden's favorite musicians. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)]
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[image: President Joe Biden listens as Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks ahead of a toast during a State Dinner at the White House, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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            Japan's Kishida invokes 'Star Trek' as he and Biden toast US-Japan relations at state dinner

        
        
            President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida exchanged warm toasts to each other and the close alliance between their nations as top figures from business, sports and politics looked on during Wednesday night's state dinner.
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            Grand Foyer photo-op for Bidens, Japanese PM Fumio Kishida and wife Yuko starts dinner festivities

        
        
            Top figures from business, sports and politics turned up for a lavish state dinner honoring Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. The White House on Wednesday served up a maximum dose of pomp to honor the close U.S. ally.
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            Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida arrives at the White House for state dinner

        
        
            After a day of wide-ranging talks and a joint news conference, President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden welcomed Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and wife Yuko Kishida back to the White House Wednesday evening for a lavish state dinner.
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            President Biden takes Japanese Prime Minister Kishida out to dinner

        
        
            US President Joe Biden and visiting Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida enjoyed a dinner out in Washington DC on Tuesday evening.
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[image: Tables are decorated during a press preview at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, for the State Dinner for Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida cracked jokes and invoked a touchstone of American culture as he quoted from "Star Trek" at Wednesday's state dinner, telling guests at the White House that he hoped the "unshakable relationship" between his country and the U.S. would "boldly go where no one had gone before."
"I would like to propose a toast to our voyage to the frontier of the Japan-U.S. relationship with this word: boldly go," Kishida said, quoting the iconic opening monologue of the original "Star Trek" series.
Kishida, who spoke in English, and President Joe Biden exchanged warm toasts to each other and the decades-long, alliance between their nations as top figures from business, sports and politics -- including an ex-president -- looked on. The two leaders, who expressed a genuine friendship, pledged to continue to knit together their countries' interests in the face of global challenges. 

    


Biden, 81, said he and Kishida, 66, came of age as their countries forged a strong bond in the decades after they were pitted against each other in World War II. 
"We both remember the choices that were made to forge a friendship," Biden said. "We both remember the hard work, what it has done to find healing."
"Tonight," Biden continued, "We pledge to keep going."




As the White House served up a maximum dose of pomp to honor its close U.S. ally, notable guests included Bill and Hillary Clinton, who were on familiar turf for the event. The former president declared it "feels great" to be back before casting an appreciative eye at a portrait of his wife from her first lady days that was on display nearby.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Guests in bright spring colors and lots of shimmery gowns chatted politics and talked shop as they strolled in -- that meant eclipse chatter from NASA Administrator Bill Nelson ("fabulous" view in Ohio!) and an assessment of Biden's electoral prospects in Wisconsin from Gov. Tony Evers (looking good!).

    


But on a day when the inflation news from Washington was less than encouraging, Federal Reserve Chairman Jay Powell shot past reporters without stopping to chat. Olympic figure skater Kristi Yamaguchi, in a purple gown, said she didn't expect to be out campaigning for Biden but nonetheless seemed bullish on his reelection. Actor Robert De Niro supplied the night's Hollywood quotient and seemed to channel one of his tough-talking characters when he was asked for his thoughts about the 2024 election.
"What do you think?" he retorted. 
On a warm spring evening, the Bidens came stepped onto the North Portico to welcome Kishida and his wife, Yuko, who stood out in a flowing royal blue gown on the red carpet.
Inside, Jill Biden, wearing a beaded sapphire gown, had transformed the State Floor of the White House into what she called a "vibrant spring garden" for the evening. The floor of the famous Cross Hall was decorated with images giving the nearly 230 guests the feel of walking over a koi pond, a nod to fish that symbolize "friendship, peace, luck and perseverance," the first lady said at a media preview Tuesday.

    


Guests at the head table with the Bidens and Kishidas included the Clintons, De Niro and Japanese pop duo Yoasobi.
Kishida, in his toast at the dinner, enthused over the splendor. 
"First and foremost, to be honest my breath is taken and I'm speechless in front of such a huge number of prominent American and Japanese guests," he said. 
A state dinner is a tool of U.S. diplomacy, an honor doled out sparingly and only to America's closest allies. In the case of Japan, the president has granted that honor for just the fifth time to an ally that he sees as a cornerstone of his policy toward the Indo-Pacific region. 
Kishida is on an official visit to the United States this week. The state dinner is Biden's first this year.
The guests included plenty of Biden family members, including granddaughter Naomi and her husband, Peter Neal. Business moguls also were in force, including JP Morgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon, Apple CEO Tim Cook and Amazon founder Jeff Bezos. Labor luminaries United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain and United Steelworkers President David McCall were also in attenddance. Both unions have endorsed Biden for reelection. 

    


Dry-aged rib eye steak, cherry blossoms and the music of Paul Simon were also part of the evening. Simon opened his after-dinner performance by playing guitar and singing two of his major hits, "Graceland" and "Slip Slidin' Away."
Guests dined on a meal that was designed to highlight the "bounty of spring" in Japan and the United States: a first course of house-cured salmon that was inspired by a California roll and an entree of rib eye with shishito pepper butter, fava beans, mushrooms and onions. Dessert was salted caramel pistachio cake with a matcha ganache and cherry ice cream.
Some of Jill Biden's favorite flowers, including sweet peas, roses and peonies, were arranged alongside imported cherry blossoms to decorate a mix of round and rectangular dinner tables in the East Room in shades of pink. A few floral centerpieces topped out at 6 feet (1.8 meters) tall. 

    


Tables were set with a mix of place settings representing the administrations of Presidents Lyndon B. Johnson and George W. Bush. Glass and silk butterflies danced over the tables. 
Simon is one of Jill Biden's favorite artists, the White House said, adding that she chose him as a special tribute to Kishida because the prime minister also admires his music.
Simon's career spans six decades, including performing as part of a duo with his childhood friend Art Garfunkel. The 82-year-old New Jersey native has earned numerous accolades, including multiple Grammys and a place in the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.
Kishida is the fifth world leader Biden has honored with a state dinner following counterparts from France, South Korea, India and Australia.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-kishida-state-dinner-white-house-japan-c323a1a6137298ec2d401a9d82a7e1c8
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    [image: FILE - Democratic U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez of New Jersey and his wife Nadine Menendez arrive at the federal courthouse in New York, Sept. 27, 2023. A federal judge has ruled that Sen. Menendez and his wife will be tried separately on allegations that they participated in a bribery scheme. Judge Sidney H. Stein agreed Thursday , April 11, 2024, to sever and delay Nadine Menedez's trial after her lawyers said she required treatment for a serious medical condition. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez and his wife will be tried separately on allegations that they participated in a bribery scheme, a federal judge ruled Thursday after Nadine Menendez's lawyers argued that she requires treatment for a serious medical condition. 
The New Jersey Democrat's trial will remain scheduled for May 6 in Manhattan federal court, while Nadine Menendez's trial was tentatively pushed back to July 8.
"This trial is going forward without Mrs. Menendez" in order to "give some stability and certainty to all parties," Judge Sidney Stein said. "The government is going to have to try this case two times."
Nadine Menendez's lawyers argued for the move in a letter to Stein this week, saying she was recently diagnosed with an unspecified condition that will require surgery in the next four to six weeks. In court on Thursday, they said she needs more time to undergo testing to understand the nature of the condition. 

    


A lawyer for the senator urged the judge not to hold up his client's day in court over the issue, saying the allegations are a "specter" hanging over the former chair of the powerful Senate Committee on Foreign Relations that "effectively removes his ability to run" for reelection this year.




"Senator Menendez wants his May 6 trial date," Adam Fee said. "We are asserting our speedy trial rights."
Prosecutors, meanwhile, contended that the entire trial should just be delayed, arguing in a letter to the judge that severing Nadine Menendez's trial from her husband's would result in "serious inefficiencies and unfairness" that would require dozens of witnesses to be recalled. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're ready to try this case. We want to try this case," Assistant U.S. Attorney Daniel Richenthal said in court. "We don't want to try this case twice."
Stein on Thursday also denied motions to dismiss the case outright and to transfer the trial, which is expected to last four to six weeks, to New Jersey.

    


The Menendezes and two businessmen have pleaded not guilty to charges that they participated in a bribery scheme in which prosecutors say cash and gold bars were given to the couple in return for the senator carrying out political favors. Bob Menendez chaired the powerful Senate Foreign Relations Committee until he stepped down from the role in September because of the allegations. 
A third businessman, Jose Uribe, has pleaded guilty to bribery charges and agreed to testify against the others at trial. Uribe said he conspired with Nadine Menendez and others to provide her with a Mercedes-Benz in return for access to her husband's power and influence.
Prosecutors allege that in return for the bribes, Menendez helped one of the businessmen get a lucrative meat-certification deal with Egypt. Menendez helped another associate get a deal with a Qatari investment fund, an indictment alleges.
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[image: FILE - Dylan Brandt speaks at a news conference outside the federal courthouse in Little Rock, Ark., July 21, 2021. (AP Photo/Andrew DeMillo, File)]
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Arguments before a federal appeals court that is considering whether to reinstate Arkansas' first-in-the-nation ban on gender-affirming care for minors focused Thursday on whether it and similar restrictions adopted by two dozen states discriminate on the basis of sex.
Ten judges with the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in St. Louis heard arguments over a judge's ruling last year that struck down the ban as unconstitutional. The 2021 law would prohibit doctors from providing gender-affirming hormone treatment, puberty blockers or surgery to anyone under 18.
An attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union, which challenged the law on behalf of four transgender youths and their parents, said the restriction infringes on the longstanding rights of parents to make decisions about their children's medical care. 
"Arkansas believed that that government knew better than the loving parents in this case what was best for their minor children," Chase Strangio, deputy director for transgender justice for the ACLU's LGBTQ and HIV Project, told the court. "That burdens that longstanding right of parents to direct the medical care of their children."





    


At least 24 states have adopted laws restricting or banning gender-affirming medical care for transgender minors, and most of those face lawsuits. The restrictions on health care are part of a larger backlash against transgender rights, touching on everything from bathroom access to participation in sports.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 43-minute hearing on the Arkansas law drew a packed audience that included the actor Elliot Page, who has filed a brief asking the court to uphold last year's ruling. 
Dylan Jacobs, the deputy solicitor general for Arkansas, argued that the law doesn't discriminate based on sex because it bans the treatments for a specific purpose. 
"Minors may be prescribed testosterone for any purpose other than gender transition under this statute," Jacobs said, adding that states have "wide-ranging authority" to regulate health, safety and medical ethics. 

    


The case went before the full court rather than a three-judge panel after it granted a request by Republican Attorney General Tim Griffin. The move could speed up the case's march toward the U.S. Supreme Court, which has been asked to block similar laws in Kentucky and Tennessee. All but one of the judges hearing arguments Thursday were appointed by Republican presidents. 
Jacobs was repeatedly questioned by Judge Jane Kelly, who was appointed to the court by former President Barack Obama, about the state's arguments that the law doesn't discriminate based on sex.
Judge David Stras, who was appointed to the court by former President Donald Trump, asked attorneys on both sides whether gender identity is "fully fixed" before the end of puberty and whether that would be justification for a ban like Arkansas'. 
Jacobs said the Legislature setting 18 as the cutoff age implies that was part of its reasoning. Strangio noted that none of the treatments banned by Arkansas are prescribed before the onset of puberty. 

    


It's unclear when the 8th Circuit will make a ruling. Chief Judge Steven Colloton said it will issue a decision "in due course."
"This ongoing battle, in Arkansas and across the United States, is a stark reminder of the challenges we face in ensuring that everyone has the freedom to access the care they need and deserve," the families challenging the law said in a statement after the hearing. 
U.S. District Judge Jay Moody last year ruled that Arkansas' health care restrictions violated the due process and equal protection rights of transgender youths and families. He also ruled that it violated the First Amendment by prohibiting doctors from referring patients elsewhere for such care. Moody had temporarily blocked the law before it could take effect in 2021.
The ACLU is also representing two medical providers of the care. Multiple medical groups, including the American Medical Association and the American Academy of Pediatrics, have opposed Arkansas' ban and urged the 8th Circuit to uphold the decision against it. An attorney for Justice Department, which opposes Arkansas' ban, also appeared before the court.

    


The state has pointed to appeals court rulings allowing Alabama, Kentucky and Tennessee's bans to be enforced. Arkansas' attorneys have called the care "experimental," a description that Moody's ruling said was refuted by decades of clinical experience and scientific research. The state has argued that Moody's order creates a "novel new" right that parents can direct their children to receive medical care that the state does not find safe.
Judges' orders are temporarily blocking enforcement of similar bans in Idaho and Montana. 
Arkansas' ban was enacted after the majority-GOP Legislature overrode a veto by Asa Hutchinson, the Republican governor at the time. Current Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders, Hutchinson's successor and also a Republican, has said she would have approved the ban and last year signed legislation making it easier to sue providers of such care for malpractice.
___
This story has been updated to correct that the court's chief judge is Steven Colloton, not Lavenski Smith.
___
DeMillo reported from Little Rock, Arkansas.
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    [image: FILE - Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Ann Walsh Bradley is seen during a public hearing, Sept. 7, 2023, in Madison, Wis. Bradley announced Thursday, April 11, 2024, that she will not seek another term, setting up a high-stakes fight for control of the battleground state's highest court. (AP Photo/Morry Gash, File)]
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Ann Walsh Bradley announced Thursday that she will not seek another term, setting up a high-stakes fight for control of the battleground state's highest court. 
Bradley, who is part of the court's 4-3 liberal majority, said she felt confident she could win a fourth 10-year term but that it was time to "pass the torch." Her term will end July 31, 2025. 
The election for the open seat will be held next April. Brad Schimel, the former Republican attorney general, announced in November that he plans to run.
The race was already expected to be heated, but Bradley's departure makes it an open race. 
"My decision has not come lightly," Bradley said in a statement. "It is made after careful consideration and reflection." 
Liberals hold a majority thanks to Janet Protasiewicz's victory in 2023 over former Justice Dan Kelly, flipping the court after 15 years of conservative control.

    


The court has made several key rulings since liberals gained control, including a December decision overturning Republican-drawn maps of the state's legislative districts. 
Abortion was also a central topic during Protasiewicz's  race and the court has since been asked to consider two challenges to a 174-year-old state law that conservatives have interpreted as banning abortion.
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    [image: People protest outside the Ecuadorian Embassy in Mexico City, Saturday, April 6, 2024. Mexico's government has severed diplomatic ties with Ecuador after police broke into the Mexican Embassy to arrest a former Ecuadorian vice president. (AP Photo/Ginnette Riquelme)]
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[image: Police attempt to break into the Mexican embassy in Quito, Ecuador, Friday, April 5, 2024, following Mexico's granting of asylum to former Ecuadorian Vice President Jorge Glas, who had sought refuge there. Police later forcibly broke into the embassy through another entrance. (AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa)]
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[image: FILE - Ecuador's Vice President Jorge Glas speaks during an interview at his office in Quito, Ecuador, Sept. 12, 2017. Ecuadorian police broke through the external doors of the Mexican Embassy in Quito, Friday, April 6, 2024, to arrest Glas, who had been residing there since December. (AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa, File)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico's president said Thursday his country is demanding that the United Nations expel Ecuador from the world body as part of a complaint to the top U.N. court over Ecuador's police raid last week on the Mexican embass y in Quito. 
Tensions between Mexico and Ecuador have soared since late last week when Ecuadorian authorities forced their way into the diplomatic mission to arrest Ecuador's former Vice President Jorge Glas who had been holed up there seeking asylum in Mexico. 
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said his country has filed a complaint at the International Court of Justice in the Netherlands asking the U.N. to expel Ecuador.
"The Court, in accordance with the United Nations charter, should approve the expulsion, and there should be no veto" from the U.N. Security Council, Lopez Obrador said.
Lopez Obrador also said Mexico is demanding a public apology from Ecuador for last week's raid, reparation of damages and a promise not to do it again. Ecuadoran Foreign Minister Gabriela Sommerfeld said her country would defend its actions and said an apology "is not something that is under discussion at this moment."

    


The two countries have been tussling over Glas, a convicted criminal and fugitive, since he took refuge at Mexico's embassy in December.




Ecuador has argued that Glas has been targeted for crimes not for political reasons and that Mexico should not have been considering asylum for him. On April 5, Ecuadorian police scaled the embassy walls and broke into the building. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Roberto Canseco, Mexico's head of consular affairs and the highest ranking diplomat present since Ecuador expelled the ambassador earlier in the week, tried to keep them from entering, even pushing a large cabinet in front of a door. But police restrained him and pushed him to the floor as they carried Glas out.
Mexico, as well as foreign experts, say it appeared to be a blatant violation of international accords. Mexico broke off diplomatic relations with the country in response. Leaders across Latin America condemned Ecuador's actions as a violation of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations.

    


On Tuesday, Ecuador's Deputy Minister of Human Mobility Alejandro Davalos told representatives of the Organization of American States gathered in Washington, D.C. that Glas did not meet the requisites to merit receiving asylum from Mexico and could not be considered politically persecuted.
But OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro noted that "the use of force, the illegal incursion into a diplomatic mission, nor the detention of an asylee are the peaceful way toward resolution of this situation." He said Ecuador's actions could not be allowed to set a precedent.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    [image: FILE - A make-shift memorial lines Main Street, Friday, Nov. 3, 2023, Lewiston, Maine. The commanding officer of an Army reservist responsible for the deadliest shooting in Maine history acknowledged to an independent commission on Thursday, April 11, 2024, that he didn't closely monitor the reservist's medical care after he was discharged from a psychiatric hospital. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: FILE - Snow accumulates outside a restaurant at a make-shift memorial for the victims of a mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine, Dec. 5, 2023. The commanding officer of an Army reservist responsible for the deadliest shooting in Maine history acknowledged to an independent commission on Thursday, April 11, 2024, that he didn't closely monitor the reservist's medical care after he was discharged from a psychiatric hospital. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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[image: FILE - Snow accumulates outside a restaurant at a make-shift memorial for the victims of a mass shooting in Lewiston, Maine, Dec. 5, 2023. The commanding officer of an Army reservist responsible for the deadliest shooting in Maine history acknowledged to an independent commission on Thursday, April 11, 2024, that he didn't closely monitor the reservist's medical care after he was discharged from a psychiatric hospital. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) -- The commanding officer of an Army reservist responsible for the deadliest shooting in Maine history acknowledged to an independent commission on Thursday that he didn't get deeply involved in the reservist's medical care after he was discharged from a psychiatric hospital.
Capt. Jeremy Reamer said he understood that the shooter, Robert Card, was suffering from a psychiatric breakdown during training last summer but said he was limited in the level of oversight he could provide after Card returned home and was not actively participating in drills with his Army Reserve unit. More aggressive actions and oversight would have been possible if Card had been a full-time soldier, Reamer said.
Commissioner Toby Dilworth, a former federal prosecutor, grilled Reamer about why he didn't follow through with someone under his command, including by making sure Card attended counseling sessions. At one point, Reamer said an email problem prevented him from seeing a July message pertaining to Card's health until after the Oct. 25 shootings.

    


Reamer, who gave up control of the Maine-based unit after a routine change of command in February, also defended his decision to rely on a subordinate, an Army reservist who was Card's best friend, to serve as a go-between with Card's family. The reservist, Sean Hodgson, told Reamer that he reached out to Card's family in Bowdoin and that family members agreed to take away his guns after he was hospitalized. Reamer said that as an Army Reserve officer, he had no jurisdiction over Card's personal guns.




"My understanding was that an agreement was made and the family agreed to remove the weapons from the home," Reamer said. "I just know that the family agreed to remove the firearms," he added later.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Reamer was called back to testify because his previous testimony was cut short. Other witnesses expected to testify on Thursday include survivors of the shooting, the state's former chief medical examiner and witnesses who were slated to discuss American Sign Language communication struggles after the shootings.

    


Appointed by Democratic Gov. Janet Mills, the independent commission is determining facts around the shooting that claimed 18 lives at a bowling alley and at a bar and grill, both in Lewiston.
In its interim report released last month, the commission concluded that the Sagadahoc County sheriff's office had probable cause under Maine's "yellow flag" law to take Card into custody and seize his guns because he was experiencing a psychiatric crisis and was a danger to others. 
Maine lawmakers are currently debating whether the law, which requires police to initiate the process, should be supplemented with a "red flag" law, which would allow family members or others to directly petition a judge to remove guns from someone in a psychiatric crisis. It's one of several mental health and gun control measures being considered by the Maine Legislature in response to October's mass shooting. 
The commission's work is far from complete, Chairman Dan Wathen said last month. 
"Nothing we do can ever change what happened on that terrible day, but knowing the facts can help provide the answers that the victims, their families and the people of Maine need and deserve," he said.
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    [image: In this image taken from a video released by the Italian Coast Guard on Thursday, April 11, 2024, a boat with migrants is approached by a rescue operation off the island of Lampedusa in the Mediterranean Sea. The Italian Coast Guard rescued 22 people and recovered nine bodies on Thursday, April 10, 2024, after a smugglers' boat capsized in storm about 30 miles south of the island of Lampedusa. (Guardia Costiera via AP, HO)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this image taken from a video released by the Italian Coast Guard on Thursday, April 11, 2024, a boat with migrants is approached by a rescue operation off the island of Lampedusa in the Mediterranean Sea. The Italian Coast Guard rescued 22 people and recovered nine bodies on Thursday, April 10, 2024, after a smugglers' boat capsized in storm about 30 miles south of the island of Lampedusa. (Guardia Costiera via AP, HO)
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- The Italian Coast Guard rescued 22 people and recovered nine bodies after a smugglers' boat capsized in a storm about 50 kilometers ( about 30 miles) south of the island of Lampedusa, authorities said Thursday.
Survivors indicated that the steel bottom boat had departed from Sfax, Tunisia overnight Sunday carrying 46 people from Guinea, Burkina Faso, Mali and Ivory Coast. The boat capsized Wednesday morning as waves reached up to five meters (16 feet) and "the group became very agitated when the engine broke down and they were left adrift,'' the U.N. refugee agency said.
The victims included a six-month-old child, along with eight men, UNHCR said. Six of the survivors were treated for severe hypothermia and dehydration; two remain hospitalized.
After the rescue in rough seas with waves reaching more than 2 1/2 meters (eight feet), the Coast Guard said it continued the air surveillance of the area, which is under Malta's search-and-rescue area. 

    


The number of crossing attempts generally increase as summer approaches, raising concerns about more shipwrecks, especially as Italian port rules are restricting operations of charity rescue boats. Italy's far-right-led government has recently been instructing charity boats to go to northern ports after each rescue, reducing their operations, and has been impounding boats that it says violates its rules.




"With the arrival of the summer season, we can expect more incidents at sea, as more and more people are leaving with completely unseaworthy metal boats, as we are seeing in these weeks,'' said Federico Fossi, a spokesman for the UNHCR in Italy.
The International Organization for Migration put the number of migrants missing along the deadly central Mediterranean route from northern Africa to Italy at 385 so far this year and 23,109 since they launched the missing migrants project in 2014.
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                                        NEW LONDON, Conn. (AP) -- Fifty-five U.S. Coast Guard Academy cadets have been disciplined for sharing homework answers in violation of academy policy, Coast Guard officials announced.
After a series of disciplinary hearings, six of the cadets failed the course and 48 got lowered grades, officials said Wednesday.
The cadets were accused of cheating by sharing answers for two separate homework assignments electronically.
"The U.S. Coast Guard Academy is committed to upholding the highest standards of integrity, honor, and accountability," said Capt. Edward Hernaez, commandant of the academy. "Misconduct like this undermines trust and those found to have violated our principles were held accountable for their actions."
The cadets will be provided the opportunity to appeal the disciplinary actions, officials said.
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Poland has a strict abortion law -- and many abortions. Lawmakers are now tackling the legislation

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Poland's parliament is finally holding a long-awaited debate on liberalizing the country's strict abortion law. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe. Prime Minister Donald Tusk, who took power in December, has vowed to legalize abortion until the 12th week of pregnancy. Conservatives in his government have delayed the debate until now. Protesters from both sides of the debate have been frequent outside Poland's parliament building.
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    [image: Dariusz Matecki, a conservative lawmaker in the Polish parliament, displays a poster showing a fetus and the words "10th week after conception," during a debate on liberalizing the abortion law , in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. He also played the sound of a child's heartbeat through a microphone next to his chair. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Anti-abortion activists hold a demonstration with a sign that says "We defend children" as the Polish parliament debates liberalizing the abortion law, in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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Anti-abortion activists hold a demonstration with a sign that says "We defend children" as the Polish parliament debates liberalizing the abortion law, in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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[image: An activist wearing a T-shirt that says "Legal Abortion Now!" is guided to her place by a guard as she attends a debate in parliament on liberalizing the Polish abortion law in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe. The reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Katarzyna Kotula, the Minister for Equality, speaks as the Polish parliament debates liberalizing the abortion law, in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. Kotula, from the Left party, recalled that abortion was legal in Poland during the communist era and "German, French and British women then fought for the right to self-determination and came to us, to Poland, to terminate such unwanted pregnancies". (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Abortion rights activists react during a debate in the Polish parliament from the gallery of the assembly, in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Anna Maria Zukowska, a left-wing lawmaker, presents to parliament a proposal for liberalizing the Polish abortion law in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: An anti-abortion rights activists holds up small figures of fetuses at a protest held outside of the Polish parliament while lawmakers debated legalizing the country's strict abortion law, in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Anna Maria Zukowska, a left-wing lawmaker, presents to parliament a proposal for liberalizing the Polish abortion law in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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Anna Maria Zukowska, a left-wing lawmaker, presents to parliament a proposal for liberalizing the Polish abortion law in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday April 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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[image: FILE - People protest Poland's restrictive abortion law in Warsaw, Poland, on June 14, 2023. A long-awaited parliamentary debate on liberalizing Poland's strict abortion law is scheduled to begin Thursday, March 11, 2024. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe -- but the reality is that many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills sent from abroad. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - Marta Lempart, the head of Women's Strike, attends a protest against the verdict restricting abortion rights in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, Jan. 29, 2021. A long-awaited parliamentary debate on liberalizing Poland's strict abortion law is scheduled to finally begin. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)]
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FILE - Marta Lempart, the head of Women's Strike, attends a protest against the verdict restricting abortion rights in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, Jan. 29, 2021. A long-awaited parliamentary debate on liberalizing Poland's strict abortion law is scheduled to finally begin. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland's parliament held a long-awaited debate Thursday on liberalizing the country's strict abortion law. The traditionally Catholic nation has one of the most restrictive laws in Europe, but many women terminate pregnancies at home with pills mailed from abroad.
Lawmakers in the lower house of parliament considered four proposals and will vote Friday on whether to send them for further work.
Abortion is regulated by a 1993 law that was heavily influenced by the Catholic church, and was further restricted following a 2020 constitutional court ruling preventing abortion in case of fetal abnormalities.
"The abortion ban does not work," left-wing lawmaker Katarzyna Ueberhan said during the debate. "One in three women in Poland has had an abortion. One in three. I am one of them, and I think I am not alone here today."





    


Prime Minister Donald Tusk, who came to power in December after eight years of rule by a conservative party that restricted abortion rights, wants to legalize abortion until the 12th week of pregnancy. But his three-party governing coalition is torn on the issue, and conservatives in his alliance had pushed to keep the issue off the agenda until last weekend's local elections were over.
Surveys show public support for a more liberal law, but those fighting for a total ban are also mobilized.
A conservative lawmaker, Dariusz Matecki, played the sound of a child's heartbeat through a microphone at one point in the debate and held a poster showing a fetus and the words "10th week after conception."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wladyslaw Kurowski with the main conservative opposition party, Law and Justice, argued that lawmakers should instead deal with the country's falling birth rate, and said "we must resolutely oppose this crime against the Polish people."
Meanwhile, an anti-abortion group held a demonstration outside showing graphic images.

    


"Even if these criminal and murderous laws are pushed through, the voice of the pro-life community will still rise very strongly and defend the unborn," said Marcin Perlowski, one of the campaigners.
Crucially, conservative politicians hold key political positions with the power to block change.
One is President Andrzej Duda, who holds veto power over legislation and who last month vetoed a law that would have allowed over-the-counter access to the morning-after pill for girls and women ages 15 and above.
The other is the parliament speaker, Szymon Holownia, who had once considered becoming a Dominican friar. Abortion rights advocates accuse him of violating the will of voters by keeping the issue off the agenda for months.
"He is a Christian fundamentalist abusing his power as the speaker of parliament," said Marta Lempart, head of the Women's Strike, a group that organized mass protests in recent years while the previous right-wing government pushed to restrict abortion rights.
Under the current law, doctors in Poland can only provide abortions if a woman's health or life is at risk or if the pregnancy results from a crime. However, doctors often will not perform abortions even when they are permissible under the law, citing their conscience.

    


There have been cases in recent years of women with troubled pregnancies who died after doctors prioritized keeping the fetuses alive.
Women with pregnancies resulting from rape have the right to an abortion if they report the crime to the prosecutor's office. But in practice, no woman has done so for the past 10 years due to the double stigma of acknowledging the rape publicly and seeking an abortion, said Natalia Broniarczyk, an activist with Abortion Dream Team, one of several groups that helps Polish women obtain abortion pills from abroad or travel abroad for the procedure.
"There is no trust in the official system," she said.
Broniarczyk estimated that about 120,000 abortions occur per year among women in Poland -- some 50,000 provided by her group alone.
Another Polish activist who helps provide abortions is activist Kinga Jelinska with the group Women Help Women. She runs a helpline from the Netherlands and sends pills to Poland.

    


Jelinska, in parliament Thursday, said the network of groups helping women have abortions at home are the only ones in Poland who follow World Health Organization guidelines on abortion care, which stress the use of pills as the safest abortion method.
"It's not the state, it's not the doctors, but feminists like myself and my colleagues ... that do the most abortions in this country," she said, holding up a packet of pills.
Under the law, it's not a crime for women to end their pregnancies, but assisting a woman in terminating her pregnancy is a crime punishable by three years in prison.
A bill proposed by the left would decriminalize such assistance. Two other bills, one drafted by the left and the other by Tusk's Civic Coalition, propose legalizing abortion up to the 12th week of pregnancy.
A fourth bill, introduced by the parliament speaker's conservative political grouping, the Third Way, would return Poland to the pre-2020 situation, meaning women could once again terminate pregnancies on the basis of fetal defects but most restrictions on abortions would remain.
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Wisconsin's bipartisan elections commission was expected on Thursday to reject petitions seeking to force a recall election of the state's top elected Republican, who has drawn the ire of former President Donald Trump.
Trump backers angry with Assembly Speaker Robin Vos launched the recall effort, citing his refusal to decertify President Joe Biden's narrow win in the state in 2020. Vos further angered Trump supporters when he did not back a plan to impeach Meagan Wolfe, the state's top elections official. 
Staff at the Wisconsin Elections Commission recommended on Wednesday that the petition be rejected, saying organizers had not gathered enough valid signatures. The commission scheduled a vote for Thursday, when it was expected to officially reject the recall. 
Vos dismissed petition organizers as "whack jobs and morons" and said previously that the effort had failed after challenging the validity of thousands of signatures.

    


Vos is the most powerful Republican in the GOP-led Legislature. He was first elected in 2004 and is the longest-serving Assembly speaker in state history, holding the post since 2013.
Recall organizers, recognizing that their initial effort was likely short of the needed signatures, launched a second recall effort last month. That attempt is ongoing and has yet to be submitted to the elections commission for review.
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C (AP) -- North Carolina's highest court could determine whether partisan officials who file election complaints retain special legal privileges that shield them from defamation claims and set a precedent for how voter fraud allegations are pursued.
The North Carolina Supreme Court is scheduled to hear oral arguments Thursday morning for Bouvier v. Porter -- a suit that has lingered in state courts over the past seven years. The case centers around four voters from Guilford and Brunswick County who claim they were defamed by supporters of former Republican Gov. Pat McCrory in the aftermath of the 2016 election.
By a margin of 10,277 votes, Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper beat McCrory in the 2016 gubernatorial election. Afterward, McCrory supporters filed election protest petitions declaring voting irregularities had occurred, including accusations from Greensboro Republican official William Porter.

    


The election protests accused four people of voting twice in Guilford County, according to the plaintiffs' 2017 lawsuit. Porter's petition against three Guilford voters was dismissed for "lack of any evidence presented" and one protest in Brunswick County was withdrawn, according to an appeals court opinion.




The plaintiffs claimed they were defamed by Porter's petition and sought $25,000 in damages, the complaint says.
It's not clear if the case will be decided before the 2024 election, according to one of the plaintiffs' lawyers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More defendants were named in an amended complaint later that year, including law firm Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky and the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund. Another plaintiff from Brunswick County was also added to the case when one of the original voters voluntarily left the case, according to the amended complaint.
But the case before the N.C. Supreme Court won't determine if the allegations defamed the voters. Instead, it focuses on whether the defendants had a form of immunity known as absolute privilege to make those claims.

    


Absolute privilege is a legal term used in defamation cases to outline circumstances where someone is shielded from liability for potentially defamatory statements. The privilege is typically granted in judicial and legislative proceedings.
A North Carolina appeals court gave plaintiffs a partial victory in 2021 by ruling that McCrory's legal fund and the law firm did not have absolute privilege. They did rule, however, that Porter was granted the privilege because he operated within a "quasi-judicial election protest proceeding."
But the defendants are arguing to the state Supreme Court bench that they should all have immunity. By not granting absolute privilege to all those involved, it prevents people concerned about elections from speaking "freely and fearlessly," the brief read.
Bob Hunter, an attorney for the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund, declined The Associated Press' request for comment.
The defendants didn't function in a capacity that would grant them absolute privilege, as they "ghostwrote" the petitions for others to sign off on, plaintiff attorney and chief counsel for the Southern Coalition for Social Justice Jeff Loperfido said. If the N.C. Supreme Court sides with the defendants, he said voter fraud allegations may be used to deter voters or sow distrust in state electoral systems.

    


"It's really about the fundamental right to vote and about whether individuals, North Carolina citizens, can be used as political pawns in this way and have their names tarnished without consequences," said Loperfido, who joined the case in 2018.
Much has changed since the appeals ruling. One of the plaintiffs, Karen Niehans, died in early 2023, which caused her defamation claim to be dismissed, Loperfido said. The remaining plaintiffs are retirees, he said.
The N.C. Supreme Court's makeup has also shifted since the appellate decision to comprise of five Republicans and two Democrats -- both of whom had to recuse themselves after previously working as attorneys for the plaintiffs.

    


But a panel of all Republican judges doesn't concern Loperfido because he views the case as nonpartisan.
"This could have been any losing candidate's campaign effort to try to create enough smoke to delay certification or try to encourage the state board of election to review these protests in a certain way," he said.
Now, both parties will await a decision after oral arguments conclude. Loperfido says that could take about six months, depending on whether the court wants to release an opinion after the 2024 election.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Imprisoned Vietnamese author-blogger-journalist Pham Doan Trang will be this year's recipient of PEN America's Barbey Freedom to Write Award, given by the literary and free expression organization to a "jailed writer of conscience." 
Trang, 45, has written several books, among them "Politics of a Police State" and "Politics for the Common People." She has been a prominent critic of the Vietnamese government and a leading advocate for democratic reform who was beaten by police in 2015 and now walks with a limp. In 2020, she was arrested on charges of "propaganda against the state" and sentenced to nine years in prison.
PEN, Amnesty International and Reporters Without Borders are among those who have condemned her treatment. 
"Pham Doan Trang has galvanized the Vietnamese people through her writings on democracy, human rights, environmental degradation, and women's empowerment," PEN CEO Suzanne Nossel said in a statement Thursday. "The Vietnamese government has persecuted and jailed Trang in an effort to still her voice. She has sacrificed her health and freedom in the pursuit of justice. Despite the government's crackdown on dissent and activism, her powerful words continue to inspire people across Vietnam and throughout the world."

    


Previous Freedom to Write winners include Iranian activist Narges Mohammadi and Ukrainian freelance journalist Vladyslav Yesypenko.
Trang's lawyer, Dang Dinh Manh, and friend Quynh-Vi Tran, co-founder and executive director of Legal Initiatives for Vietnam, will accept the award on her behalf during PEN's annual gala on May 16. Other honorees will include musician Paul Simon and Dow Jones CEO Almar Latour. 
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Guerrillas from the Karen ethnic minority on Thursday claimed to have captured the last of the army's outposts in Myawaddy township in eastern Myanmar, virtually clearing the way for them to take over the town of Myawaddy, the major crossing point for trade with Thailand.
The Karen National Union, the ethnic group's leading political body, said in a statement posted on Facebook that its armed wing, acting together with the affiliated Karen National Defense Organization and allied pro-democracy forces, had captured the garrison of the army's Infantry Battalion 275, about 4 kilometers (3 miles) to the west of the town before dawn on Thursday, after besieging it since the start of the week.
The fall of Myawaddy would be another major setback in the army's war against resistance forces since last October, when an alliance of three other ethnic rebel groups launched an offensive in the country's northeast.

    


Over the past five months, the army has been routed in northern Shan state, where it surrendered control of several border crossings with China, and in Rakhine state in the west, and is facing active challenges elsewhere.




The nationwide conflict in Myanmar began after the army ousted the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in February 2021 and suppressed widespread nonviolent protests that sought a return to democratic rule.
Myawaddy, in Kayin state, is opposite the Thai district of Mae Sot in Tak province and is connected by two bridges across the Moei River It is Myanmar's most active trading post with Thailand.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The fighting in Myawaddy has alarmed officials in Bangkok, who fear the prospect of large numbers of people fleeing across the border. Thai Foreign Minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara said Tuesday that Thailand can accommodate about 100,000 people in safe areas on a temporary basis. Mae Sot district has in the past sheltered thousands of Myanmar villagers seeking safety.

    


With Infantry Battalion 275 garrison's capture, all army outposts in the township have been seized and the resistance groups will pursue those soldiers who remain at large, said the statement from the KNU.
"We want to inform the public not to fear and to cooperate with us," the statement said.
In a separate statement, the KNU said retreating soldiers seeking to cross into Thailand for refuge were hiding on the Myanmar side of the No.2 Myanmar-Thailand Friendship Bridge.
Photos carried by Thai media showed men they identified as Myanmar soldiers resting by the bridge.
The Karen are the third biggest ethnic group in Myanmar, making up about 7% of its 58 million population. Like other minority groups living in border regions, the Karen have sought greater autonomy from Myanmar's central government for decades, with the KNU and its armed wing, the Karen National Liberation Army leading their struggle. 
Although the Karen are among the most experienced of the armed ethnic groups, they lack the heavy weapons some other rebel organizations have, and also suffer from factionalism. The Karen make up a large part of about 90,000 refugees from Myanmar who live in nine long-term refugee camps in Thailand after fleeing previous rounds of fighting.

    


A Karen guerrilla involved in the resistance offensive told the Associated Press that their combined forces had seized the Infantry Battalion 275 garrison late Wednesday night.
The guerrilla, who spoke on condition of anonymity because he is not authorized to release information, said the resistance forces collected weapons from the garrison on Thursday. The KNU statement included photos of what it said were captured weapons.
A journalist covering the fighting in the area also confirmed the seizure of the garrison and weapons, saying the soldiers withdrew from the garrison overnight. He along with other individuals in Myawaddy willing to speak about the situation, spoke on condition of anonymity because of fear for their safety.
A resident of Myawaddy living near the garrison told the AP by phone that the retreat of the soldiers came after the Border Guard Force units negotiated between the army and the combined resistance force. He said a jet fighter dropped two bombs near the garrison at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday but no casualties were reported.

    


The Border Guard Force units in Kayin state are nominally affiliated with the military but announced last month they were cutting their ties and establishing themselves independently under the name of the Karen National Army.
A member of the Karen National Union/ Karen National Liberation Army-Peace Council, another Karen organization based in Myawaddy confirmed to the AP that the new Karen National Army was playing in a major role in negotiations between the resistance and the Myanmar military. 
He said the Karen National Army units had pledged to Myawaddy's residents that they would try to not let a single bullet hit the town, and were patrolling and taking other security measures,
Another Myawaddy resident also told the AP that while he was driving in the town he saw hundreds of people evidently seeking to cross into Mae Sot in Thailand at the bridge checkpoints.
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- President Javier Milei of Argentina kicked off a visit Wednesday to the United States, where he'll meet with tech billionaire Elon Musk, as his government seeks an infusion of cash to overhaul Argentina's embattled economy. 
The populist president started his four-day trip in Miami, which hosts one of the largest Argentine population in the US, and home to soccer superstar Lionel Messi. In an event closed to the press, a Miami chapter of the Hasidic group Chabad-Lubavitch honored the president and Karina Milei, his sister and presidential adviser, at a local synagogue for their "tireless efforts for Israel."
Milei will meet with Musk on Friday in Texas, the president's spokesperson said, where he will also tour a factory for Tesla, Musk's electric car company.
Milei's third trip to the U.S. in merely four months as president comes as he reshapes Argentine foreign policy in line with Washington. Standing beside Gen. Laura Richardson, head of the U.S. Southern Command, at the southernmost tip of South America last week, Milei vowed to boost the nations' "strategic alliance" -- he sees U.S. support as vital to the economic overhaul on which he has staked his presidency. 

    


"We took advantage to present a new foreign doctrine for Argentina," Milei wrote Wednesday on social media platform X of his meeting with Richardson. In the same post, apparently directed at Musk -- a self-declared free speech absolutist -- Milei said he promoted "true freedom of expression" and slammed journalists critical of his administration as trying to "stop us from speaking."




"We are not going to remain silent in the face of slander, insult or defamation," he wrote. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Milei's plan to slash spending has encountered resistance in a nation where annual inflation tops 276%. On Wednesday, police forcibly dispersed anti-government protestors blocking a main Buenos Aires artery. 

    


The United States, the biggest investor in Argentina, also has the most influence over the International Monetary Fund, to which Argentina owes $42 billion. The IMF has endorsed Milei's shock therapy for Argentina, agreeing to disburse $4.7 billion from a bailout package the country took out six years ago. 
The State Department's investment climate statement last year noted "capital controls, trade restrictions, and price controls" hampered investors in Argentina. Milei has vowed to roll back interventionist policies with market-oriented changes favored by business executives, like Musk, one of the world's richest men who leads rocket company SpaceX, car company Tesla and took over Twitter in 2022. 
Milei and Musk -- who share a brash personality-driven style and distaste for government overreach -- have expressed mutual admiration. Ahead of his inauguration last December, Milei praised Musk as an "icon of freedom." Musk gushed over Milei's speech lambasting socialism at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, commenting "So hot" with a meme of a couple having sex while watching Milei speak. 

    


That's in sharp contrast to Musk's clash with Brazilian authorities, who threatened to regulate social media sites and accused Musk of obstruction this week.
With its vast mineral reserves, Argentina has much to offer Musk, a dominant player in the auto industry who has referred to lithium -- indispensable for electric car batteries -- as "the new oil." 
Milei's free-market policies have raised hopes in the U.S. that the metal and other badly needed raw materials like lithium can be extracted closer to home, breaking China's dominance of the battery supply chain. The Biden administration said it was exploring investment opportunities in Argentine lithium earlier this year.
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- A Czech tourist died after falling into the sea while apparently taking photographs of huge waves during a storm on the Canary Island of Tenerife, authorities said Thursday. 
A Canary Island local government statement said the 53-year-old man died Wednesday afternoon in the town of Puerto de la Cruz. Rescue services retrieved the man from the sea but he died shortly afterwards. 
Authorities had warned of possible flooding in coastal areas due to stormy seas around the island in the Atlantic, a popular vacation destination for many Europeans. The government had urged people to take precaution in dock or breakwater areas and to avoid coastal roads and nautical sports.
Tenerife officials said people from some 60 houses were evacuated Wednesday, adding that waves reached some five meters (16 feet) in several areas. 
Four people from different countries died last month after falling into the sea during bad weather on mainland Spain.
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russian special forces killed two people suspected of plotting terror attacks in a shootout in the country's south on Thursday, the National Antiterror Committee said. 
The suspects were blockaded on the outskirts of Nalchik, capital of the Kabardino-Balkaria republic, and opened fire on special forces of the Federal Security Service, the committee said. 
The committee did not give details of the actions that the suspects were believed to be planning. But the shootout came amid heightened security concerns after the March 22 attack by gunmen on a Moscow concert hall that killed 145 people.
An affiliate of the Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the attack. Kabardino-Balkaria is in the North Caucasus region where Islamic extremism has brewed for decades. 
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            1 of 2 | FILE - John Heineman delivers a box of petition signatures from Support Our Schools Nebraska to the Nebraska Secretary of State, Aug. 30, 2023, in Lincoln, Neb. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (Justin Wan/Lincoln Journal Star via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Nebraska state Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn speaks during debate in Lincoln, Neb., May 7, 2019. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Nebraska state Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn speaks during debate in Lincoln, Neb., May 7, 2019. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Nebraska lawmakers seek to solidify taxpayer-funded school choice before voters can decide it

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - John Heineman delivers a box of petition signatures from Support Our Schools Nebraska to the Nebraska Secretary of State, Aug. 30, 2023, in Lincoln, Neb. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (Justin Wan/Lincoln Journal Star via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - John Heineman delivers a box of petition signatures from Support Our Schools Nebraska to the Nebraska Secretary of State, Aug. 30, 2023, in Lincoln, Neb. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (Justin Wan/Lincoln Journal Star via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - John Heineman delivers a box of petition signatures from Support Our Schools Nebraska to the Nebraska Secretary of State, Aug. 30, 2023, in Lincoln, Neb. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (Justin Wan/Lincoln Journal Star via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Nebraska state Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn speaks during debate in Lincoln, Neb., May 7, 2019. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - Nebraska state Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn speaks during debate in Lincoln, Neb., May 7, 2019. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - Nebraska state Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn speaks during debate in Lincoln, Neb., May 7, 2019. Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent Nebraska voters who could repeal a new Nebraska law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money. The bill by Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan advanced Tuesday from the first of three rounds of debate. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By MARGERY A. BECK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Nebraska lawmakers are on track to pass a bill that would circumvent an upcoming ballot initiative in which voters could repeal a new state law that funds private school tuition with taxpayer money.
The bill from Omaha Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, the author of last year's Opportunity Scholarships Act, advanced late Wednesday to a final round of debate, just a day after advancing from the first round of debate. It would change the way the private school scholarships, enacted last year, are funded.
The law passed last year by Nebraska's officially nonpartisan Legislature did not appropriate taxpayer dollars directly to private school tuition. Instead, it allowed businesses and individuals to donate as much as $100,000 per year of their owed state income tax to nonprofit organizations that award private school tuition scholarships. Estates and trusts could donate as much as $1 million a year. That dollar-for-dollar tax credit is money that would otherwise go into the state's general revenue fund.

    


The law triggered an immediate pushback from public school advocates who blasted the measure as a "school voucher scheme" that would hurt enrollment, and therefore funding, for public schools and would allow taxpayer dollars to go to private schools that are allowed under religious tenets to discriminate against LGBTQ+ students.




Those critics organized a petition drive to ask voters to repeal the law, and the drive collected far more signatures than needed to get the question on the November ballot.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Acknowledging that voters might reject the new law, Linehan, a Republican, is now pushing a bill that would directly fund the private school scholarships from state coffers, thereby rendering moot any vote on a repeal of last year's law. The move drew renewed protests from opponents.
Jenni Benson, president of the state's largest teachers union and a leader of the petition initiative, called Linehan's new bill "a slap in the face to the 117,415 Nebraskans who signed the successful referendum petition to have voters decide the issue on the November ballot."

    


Some lawmakers said Linehan's new bill violates the Nebraska Constitution, which explicitly forbids the appropriation of public funds to nonpublic schools. Linehan countered that direct funding is allowed under a 1984 Nebraska Supreme Court ruling that allowed state funds to be used for scholarships at either public or private colleges.
"The voters deserve an opportunity to be heard on this," Omaha Sen. John Cavanaugh, a Democrat, said Tuesday during debate. "I disagree with the idea that we're going to interject ourselves between the petition process and the voters before they have their opportunity to be heard."
Wednesday night's debate went much the way Tuesday's had, with proponents of the bill saying their intent was to give students whose parents might not otherwise be able to afford it to a choice to go to a private school if their public school is failing them. Opponents maintained that voters should get the right to decide if they want public dollars to be reserved for public schools.

    


"Let's not do tricks to try to repeal bills once a referendum comes through," said Sen. Wendy DeBoer, a Democrat, said Wednesday night. "Let's let the people of Nebraska decide."
Linehan's effort to rejigger the bill has not been without struggle. She drastically lowered the amount allocated in last year's measure using tax credits, which had allotted $25 million this year and in 2025, and up to $100 million annually thereafter to cover such donations. She dropped that amount to $10 million a year, with no escalation in the future, in an effort to secure more votes.
She got just enough votes to end a filibuster and advance the bill both Tuesday and Wednesday. It is likely to get enough votes to get through a final round of debate and pass before the end of the session's last day on April 18.
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    [image: FILE - A woman casts her vote in Romania's legislative election, in Bucharest, Romania, Dec. 6, 2020. According to a study released Thursday, April 11, 2024, voters in 19 countries, including in three of the world's largest democracies, are widely skeptical about whether their elections are free and fair, and many favor a strong, undemocratic leader. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru, File)]
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Voters in 19 countries, including in three of the world's largest democracies, are widely skeptical about whether their political elections are free and fair, and many favor a strong, undemocratic leader, according to a study released Thursday.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


The report by the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, or International IDEA, concluded that "democratic institutions are falling short of people's expectations." The 35-member organization promotes democracy worldwide.
"It is past time that people's perceptions are centered in conversations about the future of democracy; this analysis is a small but important first step towards that effort," the Stockholm-based organization wrote.
The surveys had a margin of error hovering around 2-4% and the number of respondents in each country was around 1,500. The sole exception was the Solomon Islands, where the small population meant they had a representative sample of 526 people, IDEA said.

    


In 17 countries, fewer than half of the people are satisfied with their governments, International IDEA found. The survey included three of the largest democracies -- Brazil, India and the United States.




In eight countries, "more people have favorable views of 'a strong leader who doesn't have to bother with parliament or elections,'" the institute said, adding that India and Tanzania stand out as countries "with relatively high levels of support for a 'strong leader.'"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In only four countries do "a majority feel they are doing better economically than their parents," according to the 95-page study titled "The Perceptions of Democracy Survey." It added that in the majority of countries, minorities are more doubtful about electoral credibility than others.
The poorest in Brazil, Colombia, Romania, and Sierra Leone, are more likely to approve of the government's performance than the rest of the population, IDEA said.

    


When it comes to judicial systems, in 18 countries "fewer than half of the people believe that the courts 'always' or 'often' provide access to justice." Iraqis have more faith in access to justice (28% 'always' or 'often') than Americans (26%). Denmark is the only country where a majority of people feel that courts often or always provide equal access to justice, said IDEA.
Its report was based on surveys made in Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, Gambia, India, Iraq, Italy, Lebanon, Lithuania, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Solomon Islands, South Korea, Taiwan, Tanzania and the United States.
The surveys were carried out by YouGov and GeoPoll and were done either by telephone or via the internet last year, except for India where it was carried out in January. 
International IDEA was founded in 1995. It was designed to "identify important but often neglected differences between various groups' assessments of and attitudes related to democracy." 
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China protests EU's investigation of subsidies in green industries, calling the move protectionist
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                    FILE - A member of European Commission, left, prepares to exchange documents with Chinese delegation at a signing ceremony after the 5th China-EU High Level Economic and Trade dialogue at Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing, on Sept. 28, 2015. China has accused the European Union of protectionism and "reckless distortion" of the definition of subsidies in response to a new EU investigation into Chinese wind turbine makers. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By KEN MORITSUGU

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China has accused the European Union of protectionism and "reckless distortion" of the definition of subsidies in response to a new EU investigation into Chinese wind turbine makers.
A Chinese trade remedies official made "solemn representations" on the issue in a meeting in Brussels on Wednesday with Martin Lukas, the EU director general for trade defense, the Commerce Ministry said.
"The European side's reckless distortion of the definition of subsidies, and the lack of openness and transparency in procedural standards during the investigation, is a protectionist act that harms the fair competition environment in the name of fair competition," the statement said.
The investigation opened by the European Union on Tuesday is the latest against Chinese companies announced in the past two months under a new EU regulation. 





    


The investigation will look into whether Chinese subsidies are giving wind turbine companies an unfair advantage in the competition for projects in five member countries: Spain, Greece, France, Romania and Bulgaria.
"We're making full use of the tools that we have," the EU commissioner for competition, Margrethe Vestager, said in announcing the move.
A Chinese business group in Europe described the investigations as "an act of economic coercion" that undermines the EU's commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
"This action sends a detrimental signal to the world, suggesting discrimination against Chinese enterprises and endorsing protectionism," the China Chamber of Commerce to the EU said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The EU also announced investigations last week into two Chinese solar panel makers bidding for a 455-megawatt solar park in Romania. An earlier EU probe into the procurement of 20 electric trains in Bulgaria was dropped last month after the Chinese bidder withdrew from the competition.
Vestager, delivering a speech in the United States on technology and politics, called the approach "whack-a-mole" and said the EU needs to address the issue in a more systemic way.

    


"And we need it before it is too late," she said, according to a text of her prepared remarks. "We can't afford to see what happened on solar panels, happening again on electric vehicles, wind or essential chips."
China thinks the investigations are "targeting an obvious direction," undermining the confidence of Chinese companies to invest and trade in Europe and affecting global efforts to combat climate change. the Commerce Ministry statement said.
The EU also launched an investigation last October into Chinese subsidies for electric vehicles as exports from China to Europe rise.
China's vehicle exports, including trucks and buses, rose 33.2% in the first three months of this year to 1.3 million units, the China Association of Automobile Manufacturers said Wednesday. Exports of electric vehicles were up 7.3% to 248,000 units. Passenger cars accounted for 1.1 million of the total. 
The U.S. treasury secretary, Janet Yellen, raised similar concerns on a recent visit to China. She called for changes in a Chinese industrial strategy that she said has "the potential to flood our markets with exports that make it difficult for American firms to compete."

    


A German industry representative said that inexpensive Chinese goods contribute to Europe's environmental goals in the short-term but "will destroy our industry" in the medium term.
"We have a dilemma here," said Maximillian Butek, the head of the German Chamber of Commerce in East China. "Because now at the moment it's solar, the next could be maybe wind power, etc. So this is a balance the politicians need to find."
The chamber wants German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, on his visit to China next week, to raise German company concerns about access to the Chinese market.
Complaints about unfair trade practices are not new, but they have taken on increased importance with the emergence of Chinese companies as competitors both in China and abroad.
"Especially against the background of increased entry of Chinese providers into the European market, a level playing field must be implemented," the German Chamber said in a survey of member companies released this week.
___
Associated Press researcher Wanqing Chen contributed.
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                    Australia's prime minister said Thursday that comments made by President Joe Biden that he was considering a request from Australia to drop the decade-long U.S. push to prosecute Julian Assange were 'encouraging'. Anthony Albanese said there was "nothing to be gained" by the Wikileaks founder's continued incarceration, stating "enough is enough."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden said Wednesday that he is considering a request from Australia to drop the decade-long U.S. push to prosecute Wikileaks founder Julian Assange for publishing a trove of American classified documents.
For years, Australia has called on the U.S. to drop its prosecution against Assange, an Australian citizen who has fought U.S. extradition efforts from prison in the U.K. Asked about the request on Wednesday, as he hosted Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida for an official visit, Biden said, "We're considering it." 
Assange has been indicted on 17 espionage charges and one charge of computer misuse over his website's publication of a trove of classified U.S. documents almost 15 years ago. American prosecutors allege that Assange, 52, encouraged and helped U.S. Army intelligence analyst Chelsea Manning steal diplomatic cables and military files that WikiLeaks published, putting lives at risk.

    


Australia argues there is a disconnect between the U.S. treatment of Assange and Manning. Then-U.S. President Barack Obama commuted Manning's 35-year sentence to seven years, which allowed her release in 2017.




Assange's supporters say he is a journalist protected by the First Amendment who exposed U.S. military wrongdoing in Iraq and Afghanistan that was in the public interest. Assange's wife, Stella Assange, has said the WikiLeaks founder "is being persecuted because he exposed the true cost of war in human lives." She has said his health continues to deteriorate in prison and she fears he'll die behind bars.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said Biden's comment on Assange was encouraging.
"I have said that we have raised, on behalf of Mr. Assange, Australia's national interests that enough is enough and this needs to be brought to a conclusion and we've raised it at each level of government in every possible way," Albanese told Australian Broadcasting Corp. "Mr. Assange has already paid a significant price and enough is enough. There's nothing to be gained by Mr. Assange's continued incarceration in my very strong view and I've put that as the view of the Australian government," he added.

    


WikiLeaks editor-in-chief Kristinn Hrafnsson, responding to Biden's comments, said in a statement that "it is not too late for President Biden to stop Julian's extradition to the U.S., which was a politically motivated act by his predecessor."
"By dropping the charges against Julian he will be protecting freedom of expression and the rights of journalists and publishers globally," she said. "We urge him to end this legal process; to free Julian; and to recognize that journalism is not a crime."
A British court ruled last month that Assange can't be extradited to the United States on espionage charges unless U.S. authorities guarantee he won't get the death penalty.
___
AP writer Jill Lawless contributed to this report from London.
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                    Chinese President and head of the ruling Communist Party Xi Jinping met with former Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou in Beijing on Wednesday in a bid to promote unification between the sides that separated amid civil war in 1949.
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Chinese President Xi Jinping met with former Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou in Beijing Wednesday in a bid to promote unification between the sides that separated amid civil war in 1949. 
Ma left office almost two decades ago and was largely excluded from the opposition Nationalist Party's failed campaign to retake the presidency in January, a concession to the electorate's strong opposition to political unification with China and politicians seen as willing to compromise Taiwan's security. 
He follows a long line of politicians from the Nationalists, also known as the KMT, who have been invited to China by its authoritarian one-party government and given VIP treatment on visits around the country. 
China claims Taiwan as its own territory, to be annexed by force if necessary. Beijing sends navy ships and warplanes around the island on a daily basis in hopes of wearing down Taiwan's defensives and intimidating the population. 

    


"The people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait are all Chinese. There is no dispute that cannot be resolved, there is no problem that cannot be discussed, and no force can separate us," Xi told Ma.




"Differences in systems cannot change the fact that both sides of the Taiwan Straits belong to the same country and nation," he added.
Ma responded that a new war between the sides would be "an unbearable burden for the Chinese nation."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Chinese people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait will definitely have enough wisdom to handle cross-Strait disputes peacefully and avoid conflicts," Ma said. 
Independence leaning president-elect Lai Ching-te of the Democratic Progressive Party won the January election handily and his vice president-elect Bi-khim Hsiao has been visiting nations friendly to Taiwan in Europe and elsewhere ahead of taking office. 
Ma's 11-day trip, ostensibly at the head of a student delegation, underlines continued interactions in education, business and culture despite Beijing's threat to use military force against the self-governing island democracy to achieve unification.

    


Toward the end of his second term in 2015, Ma held a historic meeting with Xi in Singapore, which has close contacts with both sides. The meeting -- the first between the leaders of China and Taiwan in more than half a century -- produced few tangible outcomes, and Ma's Nationalist Party lost the next presidential election to Tsai Ing-wen of the DPP.
Lai Ching-te, currently vice president, is despised by Beijing for his opposition to unification. The Nationalists recovered a narrow majority in the legislature but their influence on foreign policy and other national issues remains limited.
Taiwan has been boosting military relations with allies such as the U.S. and Japan while maintaining close economic ties with the Chinese mainland.
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Officials have confirmed the identities of an Australian bomber and the remains of two air crew members more than 80 years after they crashed in flames off the coast of Papua New Guinea.
Beaufort bomber A9-186 was found in Australian mining billionaire Andrew Forrest's ongoing search for his uncle Flying Officer David Forrest who has been missing in action since 1943, the Royal Australian Air Force said in a statement Wednesday.
David Forrest, 22, had been piloting a Beaufort bomber in a night raid against a Japanese air strip near the village of Gasmata on the south coast of the island of New Britain in May 1943 when he and his entire four-member crew went missing in action.
A9-186 was shot down by anti-aircraft guns during a morning attack on the same airstrip four months later. Both aircraft were from Number 100 Squadron based at Gurney air field at Milne Bay on the main island of New Guinea. Forrest's bomber was A9-188.

    


A9-186 was found off the New Britain coast in 43 meters (141 feet) of water in 2020 but identification took 50 dives, search expedition leader Steve Burnell said.




"It's quite a challenging environment because of saltwater crocodiles and low visibility," Burnell said.
The wreckage was identified by an aircraft identity plate that was only legible because it had been buried in mud which reduced corrosion, Burnell said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It is a very challenging thing after 80 years in saltwater to get a positive ID," Burnell said.
DNA testing of bone fragments identified the remains of Warrant Officer Clement Batstone Wiggins, 28, and Warrant Officer Russell Henry Grigg, 34, the statement said.
The search had since been abandoned for remains of the rest of the air crew, Flight Sgt. Albert Beckett, 22, and Flight Sgt. Gordon Lewis Hamilton, 26.
A memorial service for their families will be held at RAAF Base Amberley in Queensland state on April 26. The identity plate and an attached cockpit lever had been returned to Australia with Papua New Guinea government permission while the rest of the wreckage remained at the crash site.

    


Funerals will be held for the air crew in Papua New Guinea in September.
Andrew Forrest said he had spoken to relatives of the crew of A9-186 since the identity was confirmed.
"I am thankful they now have some degree of closure," he said in a statement.
"We remain hopeful in our search for my late Uncle David and his fellow crew. We will never give up until we find them," he added.
He said his father Donald Forrest had hoped to hold his older brother's dog tags before the father died last year aged 95.
Burnell said only two RAAF Beaufort bombers remain unaccounted for in the New Britain region and the team was in the process of examining wreckage that could be one of them.
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- Russian authorities have put more Kremlin critics on a wanted list as its crackdown against dissent reaches unprecedented levels since Moscow sent troops into Ukraine more than two years ago.
Independent Russian news outlet Mediazona reported Tuesday that it found women's rights activist Darya Serenko and prominent journalist and author Mikhail Zygar in the Interior Ministry's database of individuals wanted on criminal charges. The entries don't specify the charges or when they were added to the list.
Both Serenko and Zygar have long left Russia.
The Kremlin's crackdown against opposition activists, independent journalists and government critics has intensified during the war. Hundreds have faced criminal charges over protests and remarks condemning the war in Ukraine, and thousands have been fined or briefly jailed.

    


Serenko, a longtime activist and author, co-founded the Feminist Anti-War Resistance group shortly after Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022 and moved to Georgia during the crackdown. Both she and the group were designated as "foreign agents," a label that comes with additional government scrutiny.




Zygar, an author and a founding editor in chief of Russia's independent TV channel Dozhd, also left Russia after the invasion and was declared a "foreign agent." Unconfirmed Russian media reports earlier this year said Zygar could be facing charges of spreading false information about the army over a social media post about Russian atrocities in Bucha, a suburb near Kyiv occupied for several weeks by Moscow's forces.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Spreading false information about the army is a criminal offense punishable by up to 15 years in prison under a law Moscow adopted days after announcing what the Kremlin insists on calling a "special military operation" in Ukraine.
The law has been widely used against those who publicly criticize the war or the Kremlin, including those who left Russia. Many have been tried and convicted in absentia.

    


On Wednesday, Russia's Investigative Committee announced charging another women's rights activist Zalina Marshenkulova with "justifying terrorism." Marshenkulova, who also lives abroad, was charged in absentia over unspecified social media posts, according to a statement by the Committee's branch in Moscow. The charge carries punishment of up to seven years in prison. 
Marshenkulova said in a Telegram post that she was "not surprised" and described charges against her "surreal" and "arbitrariness."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A bill that would reauthorize a crucial national security surveillance program was blocked Wednesday by a conservative revolt, pushing the prospects of final passage into uncertainty amid a looming deadline. The legislative impasse follows an edict earlier in the day from former President Donald Trump to "kill" the measure.
The breakdown comes months after a similar process to reform and reauthorize the surveillance program fell apart before it even reached the House floor. Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., has called the program "critically important" but has struggled to find a path forward on the issue, which has been plagued by partisan bickering for years. The procedural vote to bring up the bill Wednesday failed 193-228, with nearly 20 Republicans voting no.
It marks the latest blow to Johnson's leadership as he faces being ousted from his job in the same stunning fashion as his predecessor. Hours before the vote, the Republican leader made a final push urging for passage, saying Congress must "address these abuses" without cutting off the surveillance program entirely.

    


"It's a critically important piece of our intelligence and law enforcement in this country," he said in a press conference.




The bill in question would renew Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, which permits the U.S. government to collect without a warrant the communications of non-Americans located outside the country to gather foreign intelligence. The reauthorization is currently tied to a series of reforms aimed at satisfying critics who complained of civil liberties violations against Americans.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Republican opponents have complained that those changes did not go far enough. Among the detractors are some of Johnson's harshest critics, members of the ultra-conservative House Freedom Caucus, who have railed against the speaker for reaching across the aisle several times since taking the gavel in October to carry out the basic functions of the government.

    


It remains unclear now if the proposal, backed by the Biden administration and Johnson, would eventually have enough votes to advance.
"I'm just bewildered that a small number of members decided to take down the rule," Rep. Jim Himes of Connecticut, the top Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, told reporters on Wednesday evening.
The panel's Republican chairman, Mike Turner of Ohio, also lamented that the bill had faltered, especially since he said it had unanimous support from a special working group.
"There's a great deal of misinformation about FISA," Turner said. "It is not spying on Americans -- in fact, that is absolutely prohibited."
Though the program would technically expire on April 19, the Biden administration has said it expects its authority to collect intelligence to remain operational for at least another year, thanks to an opinion earlier this month from the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, which receives surveillance applications. But administration officials also say that if the program lapses, some telecommunications companies could reduce or stop cooperation with the government or challenge its authority.

    


U.S. officials have said the tool, first authorized in 2008 and renewed several times since then, is crucial in disrupting terror attacks, cyber intrusions and foreign espionage and has also produced intelligence that the U.S. has relied on for specific operations.
But the administration's efforts to secure reauthorization of the program have encountered fierce, and bipartisan, pushback, with Democrats like Sen. Ron Wyden who have long championed civil liberties aligning with Republican supporters of Trump, who in a post on Truth Social on Wednesday stated incorrectly that Section 702 had been used to spy on his presidential campaign.
"Kill FISA," Trump wrote in all capital letters. "It was illegally used against me, and many others. They spied on my campaign." A former adviser to his 2016 presidential campaign was targeted for surveillance over potential ties to Russia under a different section of the law.

    


A specific area of concern for lawmakers has centered on the FBI's use of the vast intelligence repository to search for information about Americans and others in the U.S. Though the surveillance program only targets non-Americans in other countries, it also collects communications of Americans when they are in contact with those targeted foreigners. 
In the past year, U.S. officials have revealed a series of abuses and mistakes by FBI analysts in improperly querying the intelligence repository for information about Americans or others in the U.S, including about a member of Congress and participants in the racial justice protests of 2020 and the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol.
Those violations have led to demands for the FBI to have a warrant before conducting database queries on Americans, which FBI director Chris Wray has warned would effectively gut the effectiveness of the program and would also be legally unnecessary given that the information in the database has already been lawfully collected.

    


"While it is imperative that we ensure this critical authority of 702 does not lapse, we also must not undercut the effectiveness of this essential tool with a warrant requirement or some similar restriction, paralyzing our ability to tackle fast-moving threats," Wray said in a speech Tuesday.
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                    European Union lawmakers have approved a major revamp of the bloc's migration laws, hoping to end years of division over how to manage the entry of thousands of people without authorization and deprive the far right of a vote-winning campaign issue ahead of June elections. Wednesday's proceedings were briefly interrupted by demonstrators in the public gallery who wore shirts marked "this pact kills" and shouted "vote no!" The 27 EU member countries must now endorse the reform package, possibly in a vote in late April, before it can take effect.
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    [image: European Commissioner for Home Affairs Ylva Johansson, is embraced after Members of European Parliament participated in a series of votes during a plenary session at the European Parliament in Brussels, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Lawmakers are voting Wednesday on a major revamp of the European Union's migration laws aiming to end years of division over how to manage the entry of thousands of people without authorization and deprive the far-right of a vote-winning campaign issue ahead of June elections. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union lawmakers approved Wednesday a major revamp of the bloc's migration laws, hoping to end years of division over how to manage the entry of thousands of people without authorization and deprive the far right of a vote-winning campaign issue ahead of June elections.
In a series of 10 votes, members of the European Parliament endorsed the regulations and policies that make up the Pact on Migration and Asylum. The reforms address the thorny issue of who should take responsibility for migrants when they arrive and whether other EU countries should be obliged to help.
The proceedings were briefly interrupted by a small but noisy group of demonstrators in the public gallery who wore shirts marked "this pact kills" and shouted "vote no!"
The 27 EU member countries must now endorse the reform package, possibly in a vote in late April, before it can take effect.

    


European Parliament President Roberta Metsola, a former lead lawmaker on migration who helped pave the way for the reform package, posted "History made," on X, formerly Twitter, after the votes.
"It has been more than 10 years in the making. But we kept our word. A balance between solidarity and responsibility. This is the European way," she wrote.




German Interior Minister Nancy Faeser described the result as a "major and very important success."
"After years of tough negotiations, we have agreed on this comprehensive package. We have thus overcome a deep division in Europe," said Faeser, whose country has been a top destination for people seeking refuge, in a written statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We continue to protect people fleeing terrible wars, terror, torture and murder. But this responsibility for refugees will be spread across more shoulders in future," she added.
The plan was drawn up after 1.3 million people, mostly those fleeing war in Syria and Iraq, sought refuge in Europe in 2015. The EU's asylum system collapsed, reception centers were overwhelmed in Greece and Italy, and countries further north built barriers to stop people entering.

    


But few have admitted to being happy with the new policy response to one of Europe's biggest political crises, and even the lawmakers who drafted parts of the new regulations are unwilling to support the entire reform package.
"I'm not going to open a bottle of champagne after this," Dutch lawmaker Sophie i'nt Veld, who drew up the assembly's position on migrant reception conditions, told reporters on the eve of the plenary session in Brussels.
Swedish parliamentarian Malin Bjork, who worked on refugee resettlement, said that the pact does not respond to "any of the questions it was set to solve."
She said the reform package "undermines the individual right to seek asylum" in Europe because it would build on plans that some EU countries already have to process migrants abroad. Italy has concluded one such deal with Albania. Bjork's Left group voted against the pact.
The new rules include controversial measures: facial images and fingerprints could be taken from children from the age of 6, and people may be detained during screening. Fast-track deportation could be used on those not permitted to stay.

    


On the other side of the ledger, countries can be obligated to help their EU partners by offering to house people eligible for asylum or, failing that, to pay the costs of lodging them elsewhere.
Migrant and human rights groups mostly slammed the reform package.
In a joint statement, 22 charity groups, including the International Rescue Committee and Oxfam, said the pact "leaves troubling cracks deep within Europe's approach to asylum and migration, and fails to offer sustainable solutions for people seeking safety at Europe's borders."
However, they did note that part of the reforms governing the resettlement of migrants to Europe from outside the bloc "offers a glimmer of hope for many refugees across the globe."
Eve Geddie from Amnesty International described it as "a failure to show global leadership."
"For people escaping conflict, persecution, or economic insecurity, these reforms will mean less protection and a greater risk of facing human rights violations across Europe -- including illegal and violent pushbacks, arbitrary detention, and discriminatory policing," she said.

    


Mainstream political parties wanted to secure agreement on the pact ahead of Europe-wide elections on June 6-9. Migration is a likely campaign issue, and they believe the reforms address concerns about an issue that has been a consistent vote-winner for far-right parties.
In a post on X, Beata Szydlo, a member of Poland's nationalist Law and Justice party and a former prime minister, slammed the pact on Wednesday. "The migration policy of the EU is wrong and needs to be changed. But you can't put out the fire by adding more oil to it," she said.
The outcry over migrants in Europe focuses largely on the tiny minority of people who enter on unseaworthy boats or cross Europe's borders on foot. Millions enter legally each year. Less than 10% are living in Europe illegally, and the majority of those entered with permission but refused to leave when their visas expired.

    


The main issue, once the regulations are completely endorsed, is whether the member countries will ever fully implement them, and whether the EU's executive branch, the European Commission, will enforce the rules when it has chosen not to do so to avoid exacerbating the political crisis in recent years.
___
Associated Press writer Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's global migration coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- A former high-ranking Democratic legislator in New Mexico has pleaded not guilty to numerous federal charges stemming from a corruption investigation into allegations that millions of dollars meant for educational programs in the state's largest school district were diverted to businesses and charities in which she had an interest. 
Sheryl Williams Stapleton, 66, entered her plea Tuesday during an initial court appearance in Albuquerque. The judge ordered her and a co-defendant released on their own recognizance. They also were ordered to surrender their passports.
A grand jury indicted Williams Stapleton in March on charges that included bribery, mail fraud and money laundering. Those federal charges are on top of money laundering, racketeering and other counts that had been filed in 2021 by state prosecutors. That case is still pending.

    


A former state House majority leader and an administrator with Albuquerque Public Schools, Williams Stapleton was first elected in 1994. She resigned from the New Mexico House of Representatives two days after search warrants were served at her home during the summer of 2021. The school district also fired her from her role there.




According to the federal indictment, the Albuquerque district had paid more than $3 million to Robotics Management Learning Systems LLC, a Washington, D.C.-based company at the center of both state and federal charges. Most of that money came from federal funds meant for vocational education programs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Co-defendant Joseph Johnson, 72, is accused of providing blank checks to Stapleton, who in turn wrote around 233 checks totaling $1,152,506 "for her own benefit," the indictment states.
Johnson, the owner of Robotics Management Learning Systems, also pleaded not guilty to federal charges.
Williams Stapleton, Johnson and their attorneys declined to comment while leaving the courthouse on Tuesday.

    


If convicted, court documents show the two defendants could be forced to forfeit millions in cash or property connected with the allegations.
New Mexico has witnessed a string of corruption scandals involving high-level public officials over the years. Jail sentences were handed down on convictions against former Democratic state Sen. Phil Griego in 2018 for using his position as a legislator to profit off the sale of a state-owned building and in 2015 against Republican ex-Secretary of State Dianna Duran for using campaign funds to fuel a gambling addiction.
Before that, Democrat Manny Aragon -- the former Senate majority leader -- was sentenced to federal prison for his role in a kickback scheme in which millions of dollars were stolen from the construction of a courthouse for New Mexico's busiest judicial district through false and padded invoices. Known for years as the most powerful force in the Legislature, Aragon was released from prison in 2013.
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- Mississippi's Republican-controlled House voted Wednesday in favor of a measure that would restrict transgender people's use of bathrooms and locker rooms in public buildings, including university dormitories. 
The bill, which now goes back to the Republican-led Senate, says people are either male or female "as observed or clinically verified at birth" and must use the corresponding facilities. It also requires that public buildings have restrooms or changing areas designated for men only or women only, or single-person spaces that may be used by anyone.
Democrats who opposed the measure accused conservatives of marginalizing transgender people to try to score points with voters.
"They used to run on race, colors, and all of that," said Rep. Willie Bailey, a Democrat from Greenville. "Then they started running against people on abortion. Now they've got to have an issue on transgender -- it's just silly." 

    


The bill is one of several being considered in state legislatures across the U.S. as Republicans try to restrict which bathrooms transgender people can use and which sports they can play. 




Republican Rep. Joey Hood of Ackerman, chairman of the Mississippi House Judiciary A Committee and a prominent backer of the bill, said it aims to ensure people are using facilities that align with their sex at birth. 
"We're going to make sure boys go to boys' bathrooms, girls go to girls' bathrooms," Hood said, an argument he made several times during the debate. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The bill would allow a person to sue another who uses a restroom or changing area that does not match their sex at birth. 
It also establishes exceptions for emergency medical and cleaning workers and people who need assistance, including children younger than 12. They would be allowed to enter any public restroom or locker room regardless of gender. 
Democratic Rep. Zakiya Summers of Jackson, who is Black, compared efforts to limit transgender people's access to public facilities to restrictions that Black people faced during the Jim Crow era.

    


"It reminded me of what my ancestors had to deal with at a time when they couldn't go in the bathroom, either, and they wouldn't dare stick their toe in a pool," Summers said.
At least 11 states have passed laws barring transgender girls and women from girls and women's bathrooms at public schools, and in some cases other government facilities. The laws have taken effect in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, North Dakota, Oklahoma and Tennessee, while an Idaho ordinance is on hold and Utah's prohibition is scheduled to take effect July 1.
The Mississippi House and Senate have passed different versions of a "Mississippi Women's Bill of Rights," which defines the terms woman, man, mother, father, female, male and sex in ways that support the idea that sex is defined at birth. The two chambers would need to agree on a single version before the bill could go to Republican Gov. Tate Reeves.
In March the House voted for a measure that would have let incarcerated people sue jails or prisons if they encounter inmates of another sex -- the bill included transgender people among that category -- in restrooms or changing areas. However, the bill died in a Senate committee.
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- Denver Mayor Mike Johnston announced a major shift Wednesday in the city's response to the migrant crisis, extending support to six months but with only about 1,000 spaces. The mayor's pivot follows failed attempts to get federal aid and deep cuts to the city's budget as Denver served a total of nearly 41,000 migrants since the end of 2022.
It is a sharp departure from Chicago's, New York City's and Denver's strategy over the past year of weeks- to months- long shelter stays. Instead, Denver's new program will place asylum seekers in apartments for up to six months, provide job and skill training, opportunities to get certifications and unpaid work experience, food assistance and help with asylum applications. 
The goal is to act as a buffer and offer intensive preparation while new arrivals wait six months for a work permit after applying for asylum, under federal law.

    


"In Denver, we believe that the way to solve these problems is not by turning our back on our American values, but by turning to our American values," said Johnston, waxing poetic about immigration to America over the centuries.




New York City is only guaranteeing most adult migrants 30 days in the city's shelter system, which is a patchwork of facilities including converted hotels and huge tent dormitories. Some younger adults and families with children get 60 days. But they -- unlike single adults -- can also get a new placement when their 60 days run out. That lets them stay in the system as long as they need to do so.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Chicago began enforcing a 60-day limit on shelter stays in mid-March. But many exemptions, including for families with children in school, have meant few people are actually being evicted yet. The city has reported only 101 people leaving shelters so far because of the caps.
As of Wednesday, the city said more than 15,000 people have found other housing since officials began keeping data in 2022. Many have sought rental assistance provided by the state. Chicago has reported more than 38,000 migrants arriving to the city since 2022.

    


Denver and other Democratic-led cities had asked the Biden administration for help in dealing with the influx of migrants into their communities. Biden in turn asked Congress for $1.4 billion in funding for the effort as part of his budget. But Congress allocated none and cut the Federal Emergency Management Agency's Shelter and Services Program by $150 million, from $800 million to $650 million.
"Whether we'd like the federal government to do it or not, that was no longer a choice for us," Johnston said.
In Denver, the roughly 800 migrants currently in city's shelters would be first in line for the new program, called the Denver Asylum Seeker Program. The city expects the cap of approximately 1,000 to be reached in the coming days.
The city will still run a congregate shelter with stays capped at 24 to 72 hours -- far shorter than previous shelter allowances that ranged from two to six weeks. The assumption, Johnston said, is that many new arrivals are either moving forward to other locations or settling with families and friends.

    


The city's costs for supporting migrants will be roughly half of what they had initially expected in January. Services such as recreation centers will come back online after being cut to help afford the financial burden of the seven hotels it was operating. 
The program was partly made possibly by people offering up their apartments, rental assistance that doesn't require U.S. citizenships, and nonprofit partnerships providing debit cards for food to cook at home -- a less costly strategy than preparing three meals a day for people in shelters.
"We are going to share this playbook with all cities around the country, we think we have now cracked the code on how to help people," Johnston said.
___
Bedayn is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- His job on the line, House Speaker Mike Johnson is dashing to Florida to meet with Donald Trump this week and has offered far-right Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene a seat on his own "kitchen cabinet" as he draws closer to the MAGA forces that now dominate the GOP.
The sudden moves Wednesday come as the House hit a standstill, thrown into chaos once again.
The House Republicans are tearing themselves apart, unable to work together to push party priorities through Congress yet watching their majority fritter away the days without a cohesive agenda or much to show for their 15 months in power.
Johnson was unable to pass a national security surveillance bill that was tanked by his own Republican majority shortly after Trump pushed them to "kill" it. But at the same time, the speaker was being warned off partnering with Democrats on that bill and others, including aid for Ukraine, or risk Greene calling a snap vote that could oust him from the speaker's office.

    


It all leaves Johnson, just six months on the job, in a similar place as Kevin McCarthy, the previous House speaker who was unceremoniously voted out of the speaker's chair last fall -- the first in history to be toppled.




"We're going to regroup and consider next steps," Johnson, R-La., told reporters as he called an impromptu meeting of Republicans in the Capitol basement.
Heading into the November election, Johnson has hitched his party's prospects and his own political survival to Trump, believing the presumed presidential nominee and his MAGA supporters will boost Republican lawmakers and ensure they keep control of the House from Democrats.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Friday, Trump and Johnson will appear for a press conference on "election integrity" at the former president's Mar-a-Lago club, according to a Trump campaign official.
They are expected to make a "joint announcement," said another person familiar with the planning.

    


Once skeptical of Trump, Johnson became a key supporter. He led one of the main legal challenges to the 2020 election in the run-up to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol by the mob of Trump's supporters trying to stop the certification of Democrat Joe Biden's victory.
The issue of election integrity has been an obsession for Trump since he lost the 2020 election, even though elections are broadly secure and every state in the union certified its 2020 results that were sent to Congress on the day of the Capitol siege.
It's unclear what the Trump-Johnson announcement will involve, but since becoming the House speaker Johnson has tried to keep a close relationship with Trump.
Johnson revived a House committee's efforts to reinvestigate the findings of the House Select Committee on the Jan. 6 attack as Trump calls for pardoning those involved in the bloody mob siege. More than 1,300 people have been charged in connection with the attack, as rioters fought police, stormed the Capitol and roamed the halls. Five people died in the siege and its immediate aftermath.
Trump and Johnson talk regularly, including on Tuesday night, as the speaker works to keep his own critics, particularly Greene, at bay.

    


A right-wing Republican from Georgia close to Trump, Greene has filed a motion to vacate the speaker, a procedural tool that allows a quick vote on his leadership, and now hangs over Johnson's every move.
Johnson met with Greene for nearly an hour Wednesday at the Capitol, and she said the exchange was "direct and passionate."
She is highly critical of Johnson, her grievances outlined in a five-page letter sent to colleagues this week, and in particular opposes helping Ukraine as it fights the Russian invasion, and warned Johnson not to bring an aid package for Ukraine to a vote.
Greene also rallied against extending provisions of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, known as FISA, ahead of Wednesday's failed vote, despite Johnson's push to have it approved.
Just before the vote, Trump also weighed in on social media, telling Republicans to vote against it. "Kill FISA," Trump wrote in all capital letters. Trump said the law was used to spy on him, but a former adviser to his 2016 presidential campaign was targeted over potential ties to Russia under a different section of the surveillance law. With a threadbare majority, Johnson can lose no more than one or so Republican on any vote, but nearly 20 bolted.

    


Johnson offered to give Greene a spot on a proposed "kitchen cabinet" of advisors to the speaker, she said after the nearly hour-long session.
But Greene told reporters she would "wait and see" about his offer, but she was more interested in how he handles several issues before Congress, particularly aid for Ukraine and the FISA vote.
"I explained to him, this isn't personal," she said. "But he has not done the job that we elected him to do."
Greene has said that Johnson has thrown the Republican majority into "chaos," pointing in particular to the government spending bills that he passed to prevent a federal shutdown over Republican objections.

    


"That is chaos for a Republican majority: sending his Republican colleagues and members back home to their districts, having to campaign on a Republican House that funded the Biden administration," she said late Tuesday at the Capitol.
Other Republicans, even those who ousted McCarthy, have been cool to Greene's effort to oust Johnson, unenthusiastic about going through the turmoil of trying to elect a new speaker.
Last fall, it took Republicans almost a month to replace McCarthy with Johnson, a spectacle that put the party's dysfunction on display in rounds of failed votes and essentially shut down all other House business.
Greene has not publicly discussed when she may bring up the motion to vacate and told reporters she does not yet have a "red line" for bringing up the action.
Johnson's planned meeting with Trump was first reported on CNN.
__
Associated Press reporters Farnoush Amiri and Eric Tucker contributed to this report. Colvin reported from New York.
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- A U.S. Air Force veteran who fled a charge of possessing sexually explicit images of a child told his lawyer he joined Russia's army, and video appears to show him signing documents in a military enlistment office in Siberia. 
Wilmer Puello-Mota, a former elected official in a small Massachusetts city, was expected to enter a guilty plea in Rhode Island in early January, but did not show up to court, according to prosecutors. Last week, video surfaced that appears to show the 28-year-old in Russia and expressing support for the country's war against Ukraine -- footage that could be used to promote Moscow's narrative of the conflict.
His lawyer, John M. Cicilline, told The Boston Globe that he called Puello-Mota on Jan. 8, the day before he was expected to plead guilty. According to prosecutors, he boarded a flight from Washington, D.C., to Istanbul, Turkey, a day earlier. 

    


"He said, `I joined the Russian army,' or something like that," Cicilline told the Globe. "I thought he was joking."




Cicilline said Puello-Mota wanted a career in politics and thought the criminal case had ruined his life.
"I'm sure he joined the Russian army because he didn't want to register as a sex offender," Cicilline said.
The Associated Press made several calls to Cicilline. A person answering his office phone said he would not make any additional comment.
Puello-Mota served in the U.S. Air Force and deployed to Afghanistan in 2015, when he was 19, media releases show. He later served with the Massachusetts Air National Guard's 104th Fighter Wing as a security forces airman. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Puello-Mota was arrested in 2020 in Warwick, Rhode Island, after he called to report a stolen gun and police said they found nude images of a 17-year-old girl on his phone. He was charged with one count of having sexually explicit images of a child. He was later also charged with trying to deceive prosecutors and his commanders about the case. Cicilline told the Globe he reached a deal to plead guilty to all charges in exchange for an 18-month prison sentence.

    


Videos surfaced on Russian social media and local television in March showing the blurred image of a man in a uniform in what appears to be a war zone displaying the U.S. flag. 
In video posted online last week, a man who looks like Puello-Mota talks directly to the camera, speaking in English over background music and Russian subtitles and discussing a military operation. His face is not blurred. He does not say his name, and the videos do not mention the Rhode Island criminal case.
President Vladimir Putin has eliminated nearly all independent media in Russia -- and state media aligned regularly trumpet Russian victories in Ukraine, denounce the West and otherwise amplify good news while ignoring the bad.
The Rhode Island attorney general's office said in a court document last month that it had received images purporting to show Puello-Mota in Ukraine and Russia.
"While the state cannot verify the authenticity of the videos and photographs, if they are accurate the defendant is well beyond the jurisdiction of this court and, if false, the defendant is engaged in an elaborate ruse to conceal his whereabouts," Rhode Island prosecutors said.

    


U.S. State Department officials said they were aware of media reports about Puello-Mota fleeing to Russia but have had no contact with him and have no way to confirm those reports.
The most recent video appears to show Puello-Mota entering a building in Khanty-Mansiysk and shaking the hand of a uniformed man. At the end of the video, he is seen signing a document.
The AP verified the location after examining satellite imagery and historical photos of the area. According to a plaque on the door, it's a military recruitment center run by the Russian Defense Ministry.
"Obviously it's a difficult situation. It's war. It's a special military operation," Puello-Mota says in the video, adding that he was lucky to be with "people from the international brigade."
"We did our work. We did our job. We did what we were supposed to do," he said. "I was very lucky and fortunate to serve with those guys. I definitely would do it again."

    


Ian Garner, an assistant professor of politics at Queen's University in Canada, called it "a huge propaganda opportunity" for Russia.
"To be able to show off an American citizen who has chosen to reinvent themselves, to reform themselves and become a part of the Russian war machine seems to provide evidence that Russia is winning a much bigger spiritual war," he said. 
Puello-Mota held the rank of technical sergeant when he forced to leave the guard in October 2022 because of the criminal case, said Don Veitch, a spokesperson for the Massachusetts National Guard. His security clearance was also revoked.
Holyoke City Councilor David Bartley, who worked with Puello-Mota on the City Council, said he considers him a good friend. He said the person in the video looks and sounds like him.

    


"To me that's him," he said.
He knew of no connections between Puello-Mota and Russia and called the footage "shocking."
"The Wil that I know was a good, decent person," Bartley said.
A Facebook page attributed to Puello-Mota includes a photo of the Kremlin and an updated profile photo of a man in a uniform operating a drone. It says he is from Holyoke and currently lives in Moscow and works at the Russian Defense Ministry, which is spelled in Russian.
Under Rhode Island law, Puello-Mota's trial cannot begin without him being present. 
___
Perry reported from Meredith, N.H. Associated Press reporters Beatrice Dupuy and Rhonda Shafner in New York also contributed.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The judge overseeing former President Donald Trump's election interference case rejected the notion Wednesday that jailed defendants charged with some of the most violent crimes of the U.S. Capitol riot are "hostages" -- a label Trump and his allies have frequently used to describe the prisoners.
U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan said the Capitol riot defendants who remain jailed in Washington, D.C., don't deserve to be called hostages or heroes for their actions during the mob's attack on Jan. 6, 2021.
"They're being kept there because they are dangerous people," Chutkan said during a sentencing hearing for Antony Vo, a man convicted of storming the Capitol with his mother.
During his trial, Vo attended a nightly vigil that supporters of Jan. 6 riot defendants hold outside the Washington jail. The judge previously ruled that Vo's attendance at the vigil violated a condition of his release.

    


Chutkan rolled her eyes and shook her head when she learned from a prosecutor during Wednesday's hearing that the vigil's organizers refer to their gathering spot outside the jail as "Freedom Corner."




"Is that what's it's called? Freedom Corner?" the judge asked, sounding incredulous.
At a November 2023 campaign event in Houston, Trump referred to the jailed riot defendants as "J6 hostages, not prisoners." Trump campaign rallies have started with a recording of jailed Capitol riot defendants singing the national anthem. In June 2023, Trump spoke at a fundraiser benefiting Jan. 6 defendants.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm gonna make a contribution," Trump said. "There have been few people that have been treated in the history of our country like the people that you love, like the people that have gone through so much."
Trump's trial in Washington for the election interference case was scheduled to start March 4, but Chutkan agreed to place the case on hold while the former president pursues his claims that he is immune from prosecution. The U.S. Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments for Trump's appeal later this month.

    


Chutkan didn't mention Trump's name during Wednesday's hearing, where she sentenced Vo to nine months of imprisonment. A jury convicted Vo of four misdemeanor counts related to the riot. His mother also has been charged with Jan. 6-related crimes.
More than 1,300 people have charged with federal crimes related to the Capitol riot. The vast majority of them have remained free while awaiting trial or a plea deal to resolve their case.
Chutkan told Vo, 31, of Bloomington, Indiana, that he was fortunate that she didn't order him jailed after his trial conviction. She said he has consistently refused to express remorse or accept responsibility for his conduct on Jan. 6.
"He has doubled down on his behavior," she said.
Before learning his sentence, Vo said he is "sorry for everything" and knows he shouldn't have entered the Capitol on Jan. 6.
"I wasn't there to overthrow any democratic process or anything," he told the judge.
In his bio for a social media account, Vo has called himself a "J6 wrongful convict." In a post after his trial, he wrote that "there was zero jury of peers and 100% a kangaroo court."

    


"I've been called worse," Chutkan said, stressing that she wasn't punishing Vo for his insult or his political beliefs.
"I'm thick-skinned," the judge added.
Chutkan has stood out as one of the toughest punishers of Capitol rioters, often handing down prison sentences that are harsher than prosecutors' recommendations. Vo's attorney, Carmen Hernandez, told Chutkan that she appears to be an "outlier" compared to other judges who have sentenced Jan. 6 defendants.
"I may be an outlier, as Ms. Hernandez suggests. I don't necessarily think I am," Chutkan said.
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    [image: FILE - The Louisiana Capitol stands, April 4, 2023, in Baton Rouge, La. A bill that that would effectively bar transgender people in Louisiana from using restrooms, locker rooms and sleeping quarters that correspond with their gender identity, in public schools, jails and domestic violence shelters, advanced out of a state legislative committee Monday, April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith, File)]
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[image: Storm clouds roll across New Orleans as water rises in the Treme neighborhood on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Severe thunderstorms were expected across parts of the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and the Florida panhandle and there was the potential for tornadoes, a few of which may be strong, and damaging winds, which may exceed 75 mph (120 kph), the National Weather Service warned.(Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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[image: People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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[image: A student steps off of a school bus and onto a flooded street as school lets out in New Orleans, during a major thunderstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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[image: People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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[image: People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6
People stand outside the heavily damaged building of E.C.O. Builders, in the aftermath of severe storms that swept through the region in Slidell, La., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6
A whirlpool of water in the middle of a street after a manhole cover was pushed away from a rush of water moving across Broad Street during a heavy downpour in New Orleans, on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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[image: People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
People carry their belongings down a flooded Broad Street in New Orleans, during a severe rainstorm on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- While state offices and schools were closed across Louisiana on Wednesday because of severe storms, a GOP-controlled legislative committee gathered in the Capitol to debate controversial bills that opponents say target the LGBTQ+ community. 
With few members of the public in the audience, an uncommon occurrence when such bills are heard, the House Committee on Education proceeded with business and quietly advanced two bills. One of the pieces of legislation is similar to a Florida law that critics have dubbed as a "Don't Say Gay" bill, which broadly bars teachers from discussing gender identity and sexual orientation in public school classrooms. The other measure would require public school teachers to use the pronouns and names that align with the gender students were assigned at birth.
Ahead of the vote to advance the bills, which will be debated on the House floor next, one of the four people present to testify against the measures urged lawmakers to reschedule the meeting or wait to vote after a second hearing.

    


"Our concern is that democracy dies in darkness if advocates are not here to express their heartfelt concerns and their personal stories of their children to help educate you on what's going on with real children and real families in Louisiana," said Melissa Flournoy, a former Democratic state representative who heads 10,000 Women Louisiana, an advocacy group. 




Nearly identical bills were approved by the GOP-dominated Legislature last year. But Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, vetoed the bills, stopping the measures from becoming law during his final months in office.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With new GOP Gov. Jeff Landry, who supports the bills, in office, lawmakers are once again considering the legislation.
During hearings on the bills last year, committee rooms would be filled with dozens of opponents and proponents waiting to testify -- with the meetings often lasting hours.

    


But on Wednesday, most of the seats in the committee room in Baton Rouge were empty, after tornado watches were issued for much of southeast Louisiana. By the afternoon, there was news of flooding, debris blocking roadways and a suspected tornado that injured multiple people and caused significant damage about an 80-minute drive north of the Capitol. 
In fact, 12 out of the 14 legislative committees that had meetings scheduled for Wednesday were canceled. Along with the House Education Committee, the House and Governmental Affairs Committee met Wednesday at noon to discuss several election-related bills. In addition, the House still gathered for full-floor debate later in the afternoon. 
State Rep. Laurie Schlegel, the chairman of the Education committee, noted that the two committees both "have a lot of remaining bills left to hear" during the session, which must adjourn no later than the evening of June 3. 
In addition, the Republican told the handful of members in the audience and those watching the meeting online, that there would be other chances for people to testify in the process, including in a Senate committee if the bills are approved by the lower chamber.

    


Of the bills that passed along party-lines in the committee, one was a measure that would not only bar teachers from discussing their own sexual orientation and gender identity in K-12 public schools, but would also prohibit discussion of those topics "in a manner that deviates from state content standards or curricula developed or approved by the public school governing authority." 
In addition, the measure prohibits "covering the topics of sexual orientation or gender identity during any extracurricular" activity that is under the jurisdiction of the school.
Under the pronoun-usage bill, teachers would be required to use a student's name and pronouns that align with their sex assigned at birth. 
Republican Rep. Raymond Crews, who authored and pitched the bill as a "parental rights" piece of legislation, noted that a student can receive parental permission to use pronouns that correspond with their gender identity. However, teachers can reject the parent's choice if it is contrary to the educator's "religious or moral convictions."
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Deadly Chicago traffic stop where police fired 96 shots raises serious questions about use of force

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Plainclothes Chicago police officers fired nearly 100 gun shots over 41 seconds during a traffic stop that left one man dead and one officer injured, according to graphic video footage a police oversight agency released Tuesday.
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    [image: This 2019 photo provided by Porscha Banks, shows Dexter Reed, center, along with his mother Nicole Banks and sister Porscha Banks. Reed died March 21, 2024 after Chicago Police officers shot him during a traffic stop. Plainclothes Chicago police officers fired nearly 100 gun shots over 41 seconds during a traffic stop that left Dexter Reed dead and one officer injured, according to graphic video footage a police oversight agency released Tuesday, April 9. (Porscha Banks via AP).]
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[image: In an image taken from aerial video from WFLD - FOX 32, shows the scene of a shooting during a traffic stop March 21, 2024, in Chicago. A deadly traffic stop where plainclothes Chicago police officers fired nearly 100 shots in under a minute has raised serious questions about the use of force and role of tactical officers in police departments. Family and community members are mourning the shooting death of 26-year-old Dexter Reed and a police oversight agency and Cook County prosecutors are investigating. (WFLD-FOX 32 via AP)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- A deadly traffic stop where plainclothes Chicago police officers fired nearly 100 shots in under a minute has raised serious questions about the use of force and role of tactical officers in departments. 
As family and community members mourn 26-year-old Dexter Reed, a police oversight agency and Cook County prosecutors are investigating.
Here's a deeper look:
'GRAVE CONCERNS'
Videos and documents released this week by the Chicago Office of Police Accountability paint a harrowing picture of what happened during the March 21 traffic stop.
But about a week ago, the oversight agency's leader expressed "grave concerns" about the officers' actions in a letter to Police Superintendent Larry Snelling.
Officers in an unmarked police car stopped Reed for not wearing a seatbelt, according to COPA. But things devolved quickly as he appeared to refuse officers' commands and didn't immediately leave the SUV, according to video. 

    


Reed fired first, according to COPA, leaving an officer with a wrist injury. Then four officers fired 96 shots in a span of 41 seconds, including after Reed exited the vehicle, fell to the ground and lay motionless. One officer alone fired 50 shots.




"Based on the totality of the available evidence, COPA has grave concerns about the officers' ability to assess what is a necessary, reasonable, and proportional use of deadly force," COPA Chief Administrator Andrea Kersten wrote in an April 1 letter obtained through a records request. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The American Civil Liberties Union also criticized the officers' actions, including for immediately drawing guns and making profanity-laced commands.
"From the moment they all jump into the vehicle to chase the car, you can feel the adrenaline rush," said ACLU of Illinois spokesman Ed Yonka. "There were no efforts at de-escalation."
THE OFFICERS
The officers are on 30-day administrative leave during investigations by COPA and the Cook County state's attorney.

    


In her letter, Kersten recommended reevaluating the four officers' assignments and relieving them of police powers during the investigation.
State's Attorney Kim Foxx said her office was investigating the possibility of criminal charges.
The officers were part of a "district tactical unit," according to COPA. Chicago police say tactical officers have been part of each district's patrol for years. They're generally sent to areas with high crime patterns, working in uniform and sometimes in street clothes.
Earlier this year, Snelling halted a similar citywide unit, formed during unrest in 2020, that came under fire for sending officers into unfamiliar police districts, among other things.
Elsewhere in the country, elite units of plainclothes officers have faced scrutiny, particularly following the beating and death of Tyre Nichols in Memphis. While police say such units can respond to increased crime, advocates have called out aggressive tactics and traffic stops to search for larger crimes.
Chicago has been under a far-reaching plan for court-supervised reforms since 2019. The U.S. Justice Department had found a long history of racial bias and excessive use of force after police killed teenager Laquan McDonald. 

    


Community activists called the officers to be fired immediately.
Chicago police have declined to comment on the investigation.
THE STOP
Doubts have been raised about whether there was a seat belt violation that led to the stop.
Experts questioned tactical officers' involvement.
"Why would a police officer, not in uniform, bother with something like that?" asked Geoffrey Alpert, a researcher at the University of South Carolina specializing in high-risk police activities. 
Reed's SUV had dark tinted windows, making it difficult for officers to see inside, Kersten noted in her letter.
"The available evidence calls into question the veracity of this account," Kersten wrote to Snelling.
Reed's family members were also skeptical.
"If he was supposedly pulled over for a traffic stop, why did they have four guns pointed at him?" Reed's sister, Porscha Banks, told reporters after the videos were released. "He was scared."

    


Meanwhile, the ACLU pointed to an alarming rise in Chicago traffic stops, which disproportionately affect Black and Latino drivers. 
Chicago police reported fewer than 100,000 traffic stops in 2015, compared with more than 500,000 last year, according to advocacy group Impact for Equity.
THE INVESTIGATION
The key to the deadly force investigation will be determining the threat to officers' lives.
Policing experts raised eyebrows over the number of shots, including after Reed was on the ground.
"All 96 shots need to be accounted for. That means, 'Why were they fired?'" Alpert said. "The only reason you can fire is if this guy is creating an imminent threat."
The videos don't show Reed firing a gun. Police later found a weapon on the passenger side seat of his vehicle.
Footage from body-worn cameras offer glimpses into the confusing and distressing situation, including an officer who applied a tourniquet to a bleeding colleague.

    


"They don't know what they're walking into half the time," said Ryan Tobiasz, a psychologist who heads a forensic mental health program at Adler University in Chicago. 
"They may be highly suspicious, on guard, hyper vigilant," he said. "Some of them will have a high startle response."
The police union blamed COPA for pitting the community against police.
Chicago Fraternal Order of Police President John Catanzara said officers "responded heroically" against someone who shot an officer. 
"It turned into much more, not because of the officers," he said in a video statement this week. 
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    [image: Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders gives the State of the State address, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at the state Capitol in Little Rock, Ark. (Thomas Metthe/Arkansas Democrat-Gazette via AP)]
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                                        LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -- Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders on Wednesday urged lawmakers to pass her $6.3 billion budget proposal that boosts spending on a new school voucher program. But she stopped short of making new policy proposals as she delivered her first state of the state address.
The Republican governor addressed a joint gathering of the state House and Senate as lawmakers convened for an abbreviated legislative session focused on the state's budget. Sanders, who served as former President Donald Trump's press secretary, took office last year.
Sanders last month proposed a budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1 that increases state spending by 1.76% over the previous year. 
"If you send me a budget that funds critical services for Arkansans while slowing the growth of government, I will sign it," Sanders said. "That's because as revenues climb and costs slow, we'll have room to cut taxes."

    


Sanders has not proposed tax cuts during this session, and legislative leaders have said they don't expect to look at any reductions until later this fiscal year. Sanders has signed two income tax cuts into law since taking office and has called for phasing out the income tax.




Nearly all of the $109 million spending increase in Sanders' proposed budget would go toward education and is related to a law Sanders signed last year that created a new school voucher program.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sanders touted the education law and other priorities from her first year as governor, including a measure that would have required parents' OK for minors to open new social media accounts. That measure has been blocked by a federal judge.
Sanders said one of the state's next priorities should be finding other ways to address the impact of social media on youth. She didn't call on lawmakers to enact more restrictions, and legislative leaders said they didn't expect the issue to be part of the session. But Sanders cited ideas such as phone-free schools and not allowing children on social media before they are 16.

    


"Big Tech might take us to court, but we'll fight them," Sanders said. "Because our children's future depends on it."
The session kicked off as lawmakers await the release of an audit on the $19,000 lectern that was purchased for Sanders. The purchase last year prompted national attention and scrutiny over its high cost, as well as questions about the handling of public records surrounding it.
The co-chairman of the legislative committee that ordered the audit on Tuesday said he expected it to be released to the public within the next 10 days.
Since the session is intended to focus on the budget, any non-fiscal bills will need a two-thirds vote to even be introduced. 
Legislative leaders have said they expect a debate over efforts to scale back or repeal a law enacted last year that limited local governments' ability to regulate cryptocurrency mines, which are data centers requiring large amounts of computing power and electricity. The law has prompted backlash from some communities who say it has prevented them from addressing the large amount of noise generated by the mines. 

    


House Speaker Matthew Shepherd said there wasn't a need for Sanders to lay out more policy proposals given the limited agenda for the fiscal session. He noted that lawmakers had already held hearings on her budget plan.
"Most of it has been discussed," Shepherd said. "Now I anticipate there are some details and things, as we move forward in terms of implementation, that there may be some things additionally put out there." 
Democrats have said, however, that they still hope to highlight concerns they have about the cost of the voucher program and their criticism that Sanders' budget plan is leaving other needs underfunded.
"We've got some issues in Arkansas that we need to start addressing, and I don't believe that budget prioritizes some things we need to be doing," House Minority Leader Tippi McCullough said. 
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Donald Trump on Wednesday lashed out at Jewish voters who back President Joe Biden and framed this year's election as a referendum on the strength of Christianity in the U.S., part of his sharp-edged continuing appeal to evangelical conservatives who are a critical element of his political base. 
Speaking in Atlanta ahead of a fundraiser, the presumptive Republican nominee renewed his running criticism of Biden's reaction to the Israel-Hamas war and the administration's support for the rights of LGBTQ Americans, including transgender persons.
"Biden has totally lost control of the Israel situation," said Trump, whose rise in 2016 depended heavily on white Christian conservatives. "Any Jewish person who votes for a Democrat or votes for Biden should have their head examined."
Trump spoke after Biden last week warned Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that future U.S. support for Israel's Gaza war depends on the swift implementation of new steps to protect civilians and aid workers. 

    


In Trump's interpretation, Biden "has totally abandoned Israel."
The Gaza conflict has sandwiched Biden between conservatives - both Christian and Jewish - who want stalwart support for Netanyahu's government, and progressives. The matter is important to conservative Christians, among Trump's most supportive constituencies, who see the political state of Israel as the modern manifestation of God's chosen people, the Israelites of the Old Testament in the Christian Bible.




Biden's left flank, though, is dominated by progressives incensed by Israel's retaliation in Gaza that has resulted in thousands of Palestinian deaths. The president has repeatedly been greeted by protesters throughout his spring travels, and activists have organized votes against Biden in many Democratic primaries, even as he coasts to renomination.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The president's campaign pushed back on Wednesday.

    


"Jewish Americans do not need to be 'spoken to' or threatened by Donald Trump," said Biden spokesman James Singer. "This is what Trump does, using division and hate as political weapons while seeking power for himself. Voters of all stripes will reject his chaos, violence and unhinged threats once again in November."
In Georgia, Trump stoked his Christian base anew by putting the Election Day stakes in religious terms.
"November 5th is the most important day in the history our country, and it's going to be Christian Visibility Day," Trump said, repeating for emphasis: "Christian Visibility Day."
Christians, he predicted "are going to come out, and they're going to vote like never before."
The former president was nodding to conservative Christian anger over the International Transgender Day of Visibility, a worldwide celebration of transgender persons and acknowledgement of their struggles, and Biden's recognition of the occasion.
The observance traces its origins to 2009 but it has grown in prominence, and this year coincided with Easter Sunday, the holiest day of the Christian calendar. When Biden, a Catholic, issued a March 29 proclamation declaring the same Sunday to be the official Transgender Day of Visibility in the United States, conservatives reacted with a social media firestorm, with some commenters even suggesting Biden and his aides deliberately set the date to insult Christians.

    


"Today, we send a message to all transgender Americans: You are loved. You are heard. You are understood. You belong," Biden said in the proclamation. "You are America, and my entire administration and I have your back."
Most of the president's critics ignored the fact that he separately issued a statement on Easter itself, specifically reflecting his own faith. 
"Easter reminds us of the power of hope and the promise of Christ's Resurrection," Biden said. "As we gather with loved ones, we remember Jesus' sacrifice. We pray for one another and cherish the blessing of the dawn of new possibilities. And with wars and conflict taking a toll on innocent lives around the world, we renew our commitment to work for peace, security, and dignity for all people.

    


"From our family to yours," Biden concluded, "happy Easter and may God bless you."
Notably, Trump on Wednesday also emphasized his stance on abortion, insisting that the matter should be left to state governments and that, even there, Republicans should not pursue absolute bans -- an overall approach that puts the former president to the left of the most outspoken activists on the Christian right. On that matter, however, Trump did not invoke religious doctrines and loyalties. 
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                                        KISSIMMEE, Fla. (AP) -- A leader of the Republican Party of Florida has apologized for being excessively drunk and urinating and vomiting all over his room at a hotel last week, saying he has been dealing with alcoholism and mental health issues.
George Riley, executive director of the state GOP, said Tuesday that he was deeply sorry for his behavior during a stay at a hotel in Kissimmee, near Orlando.
"I have been dealing with alcoholism and mental health issues," Riley, 43, told the Tampa Bay Times. "I will pay for any damages that were caused. I apologize to the employees for my bad behavior and I will be seeking help soon."
Riley's behavior is the latest black eye for the Florida GOP. Earlier this year, the party ousted its chairman, Christian Ziegler, following an investigation into a rape accusation. Police later cleared him.
The party's current chairman, Evan Power, didn't immediately respond to a Wednesday text message seeking comment about Riley, whose phone number was blacked out in the investigation report.

    


Riley's sister reached out to Osceola County sheriff's deputies on Friday because she was worried that she hadn't heard from in a week and knew he was traveling on business to Kissimmee. She and Riley's father told deputies that Riley suffers from a medical condition, which was redacted in an incident report, and that he needs to take medication.




Deputies went to the hotel where Riley's sister told them he was staying and spoke to a front desk associate and two managers. They told the deputies that they had refused to extend Riley's stay in the middle of last week because of his excessive drinking and damage he had caused to his room, including broken electric blinds, according to the incident report obtained through a public records request.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One hotel manager told deputies that Riley had bought so much alcohol from a store in the hotel that the manager had to order more. After being denied an extension of his stay, Riley packed up and left. 

    


Using pings from his cellphone, deputies on Saturday located Riley at another area hotel, where he was under the influence of alcohol, the report said. Deputies examined him and determined that he didn't pose a risk to himself or anyone else and didn't meet the criteria to be forcibly committed for evaluation. 
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- It will be a state crime for a person to be in Iowa if previously denied admission to or removed from the United States under a bill signed into law by Gov. Kim Reynolds on Wednesday.
The law, which takes effect July 1, has elevated anxiety in Iowa's immigrant communities and has prompted questions among legal experts and law enforcement on how it will be enforced. It mirrors part of a Texas law that is currently blocked in court.
In Iowa and across the country, Republican leaders have accused President Joe Biden of neglecting his responsibilities to enforce federal immigration law, leading Republican governors to send troops to Texas and legislatures to propose a variety of state-level strategies.
"The Biden Administration has failed to enforce our nation's immigration laws, putting the protection and safety of Iowans at risk," Reynolds said in a statement after signing the bill. "This bill gives Iowa law enforcement the power to do what he is unwilling to do: enforce immigration laws already on the books."

    


After the Legislature passed the bill, Des Moines Police Chief Dana Wingert told The Associated Press in an email in March that immigration status does not factor into the department's work to keep the community safe. He said the force is "not equipped, funded or staffed" to take on responsibilities that are the federal government's.




"Simply stated, not only do we not have the resources to assume this additional task, we don't even have the ability to perform this function," Wingert said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shawn Ireland, president of the Iowa State Sheriffs and Deputies Association and a deputy sheriff in Linn County, also said in a March email that law enforcement officials would have to consult with county attorneys for guidance on implementation and enforcement.
The Iowa legislation, like the Texas law, could mean criminal charges for people who have outstanding deportation orders or who have previously been removed from or denied admission to the U.S. Once in custody, migrants could either agree to a judge's order to leave the U.S. or be prosecuted.

    


The judge's order must identify the transportation method for leaving the U.S. and a law enforcement officer or Iowa agency to monitor migrants' departures. Those who don't leave could face rearrest under more serious charges.
The Texas law is stalled in court after a challenge from the U.S. Department of Justice that says it conflicts with the federal government's immigration authority. 
The bill in Iowa faces the same questions of implementation and enforcement as the Texas law, since deportation is a "complicated, expensive and often dangerous" federal process, said immigration law expert Huyen Pham of Texas A&M School of Law.
In the meantime, Iowa's immigrant community groups are organizing informational meetings and materials to try to answer people's questions. They're also asking local and county law enforcement agencies for official statements, as well as face-to-face meetings.
At one community meeting in Des Moines, 80 people gathered and asked questions in Spanish, including: "Should I leave Iowa?"
Others asked: "Is it safe to call the police?" "Can Iowa police ask me about my immigration status?" And: "What happens if I'm racially profiled?"
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Federal authorities have arrested a man they said placed a homemade explosive device -- made with nails and firecrackers -- outside the Alabama attorney general's office in February. 
Kyle Benjamin Douglas Calvert, 26, of Irondale, Alabama, was arrested Wednesday on charges of malicious use of an explosive and possession of an unregistered destructive device, the U.S. attorney's office said.
Authorities said a device was detonated in downtown Montgomery outside the Alabama attorney general's office in the early morning hours of Feb. 24. No injuries or significant damage to nearby buildings was reported. The device exploded about 3:42 a.m. on a Saturday. 
The device was made with fireworks, nails, metal screws and material soaked in a gasoline or lighter fluid substance, and it was hidden inside a coffee container, prosecutors wrote in a court document. 

    


Federal prosecutors wrote in a court filing, asking for Calvert to be kept in custody, that Calvert had posted a Dec. 12 video on social media expressing his frustration with government. Prosecutors said they also believe he placed stickers, including some with the phrase "Support your local antifa," on state government buildings on the same night. 




Available court records indicated that Calvert will be represented by a court-appointed federal defender, but did not name a specific attorney. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Thanks to the work of the FBI and our state and local law enforcement partners, this defendant is being held accountable for allegedly detonating an explosive device outside of the Alabama Attorney General's Office," Attorney General Merrick B. Garland said in a statement. "The Justice Department has no tolerance for acts of violence targeting those who serve the public."
Calvert had his initial appearance on Wednesday afternoon in federal court in Montgomery. U.S. Magistrate Judge Chad W. Bryan ordered that Calvert be held in custody until further proceedings.

    


"My staff and I are breathing a collective sigh of relief this morning knowing that this individual has been taken off the streets," Marshall said. "Although more information will be provided in the weeks to come, I think it is safe to say that this was not a random act of violence."
Federal prosecutors wrote that a security guard with the nearby Southern Poverty Law Center called 911 to report that an explosion occurred downtown early Saturday morning on Feb. 24. A dispatched police officer could not see any immediate physical evidence. Staff at the attorney general's office found the "remnants of a possible explosive device" when they arrived at work that Monday, prosecutors said. 
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Iowa puts $1 million toward summer meal sites, still faces criticism for rejecting federal funds

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Republican Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds delivers her inaugural address, Jan. 13, 2023, in Des Moines, Iowa. Iowa is directing nearly a million dollars in grant funding to expand summer meal sites for low-income kids. The announcement Wednesday, April 10, 2024, follows Reynolds' decision not to participate in a separate federal program that gives $40 per month for three months to each child in a low-income family to help with food costs while school is out. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- Iowa is directing nearly a million dollars in grant funding to expand summer meal sites for low-income kids. 
It is an effort that advocates welcome, but some remained worried that it won't be enough to alleviate the barriers to access that were addressed by a separate federal program -- providing roughly $29 million to Iowa's low-income families -- that the state rejected.
The state is allocating $900,000 to schools and nonprofit organizations that participate in certain federal programs designed to serve summer meals and snacks in counties where at least 50% of children are eligible for free or reduced-price meals.
The state's funding would be used to either open new sites or to supplement existing sites' expenses like local food purchases or community outreach.
Meg Brink, a registered dietician who consults on school food programs across the state, said the nutrition standards associated with these federal programs offer vital meals -- and lessons on healthy diets -- for students.

    


"If there's any opportunity to provide students with good meals, good nutritious meals," she said, "that's a win."




Last summer, the two programs provided roughly 1.6 million meals and snacks to Iowa's youth, according to data from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Still, only about 22,000 kids were served, compared with the more than 362,000 kids who received free or reduced lunches in school.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The announcement Wednesday follows Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds' decision not to participate in a separate federal program that gives $40 per month for three months to each child in a low-income family to help with food costs while school is out.
More than 244,000 children were provided the pandemic summer EBT cards in 2023, according to the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services, amounting to over $29 million in federal funds.
Iowa is one of 14 states that turned down the federal money for a variety of philosophical and technical reasons.

    


States that participate in the federal program are required to cover half of the administrative costs, which would have cost an estimated $2.2 million in Iowa, the state said in its announcement last December.
"Federal COVID-era cash benefit programs are not sustainable and don't provide long-term solutions for the issues impacting children and families. An EBT card does nothing to promote nutrition at a time when childhood obesity has become an epidemic," Reynolds said at the time.
In a statement about the new funding, Reynolds said providing kids access to free, nutritious meals over the summer has "always been a priority" and that the expansion of "well-established programs" would "ensure Iowa's youth have meals that are healthy and use local community farms and vendors when possible." 
Luke Elzinga, policy manager at the Des Moines Area Religious Council's food pantry network, said the additional funds for summer meal sites are a good thing. But he worried that it won't be enough to dramatically increase the number of kids helped or solve access issues that plague some communities.

    


"Summer EBT was not meant to replace summer meal sites," he said. "It's meant to complement them and fill those gaps in service and meet those barriers so families that can't access a summer meal site will be able to have at least some benefits during the summer to help support their family's food needs."
The new grants will prioritize applications that would establish new sites in counties with two or less open sites last year. They will also heavily factor in the distance from the nearest site. The terms stipulate that applicants must operate for a minimum of four weeks when school is out.
Still, Elzinga worried that daily visits to a meal site throughout the summer would continue to be a challenge for some families, such as when kids have working parents, live more than a few miles from a site or live near a site that opens for a fraction of the whole summer break.
Elzinga said it was "ironic" that the new grants for expanded summer meal sites are being funded by state allocations from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, passed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
It's "pandemic-era money," he said. "That is going to be used one time, this year, to expand summer meal sites. But what's going to happen next year?"
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    [image: FILE - Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., speaks, during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, March 14, 2024. Florida voters are going to decide on abortion rights this November. For the Senate race, this could mean a mixed impact dependent on turnout. Sen. Scott is planning a no-vote in November for the abortion rights amendment, which would protect abortion in the state's Constitution if approved by voters. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, file)]
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                                        WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- Sen. Rick Scott of Florida this week joined the ranks of Republican incumbents scrambling to strike a balance on reproductive rights, saying he opposes a November ballot initiative to strike down his state's six-week abortion ban but thinks Congress should leave those decisions to the states.
Scott, who is seeking reelection this fall, was one of multiple senators who followed former President Donald Trump's lead in softening GOP messaging on abortion. It comes in the aftermath of the Supreme Court's 2022 decision overturning the constitutional right to an abortion and leaving the matter for states to decide. Democrats, buoyed by a series of wins in state ballot initiatives and other contests since then, have made it clear that they hope to put the issue front and center this November.
After the Florida Supreme Court approved the abortion amendment for November's ballot, Scott said in a statement that he believes in "reasonable limits placed on abortion" and is focused on ensuring that in vitro fertilization treatments are protected and adoptions are more affordable.

    


"We all know that life is the greatest gift we have ever received, we want to welcome every unborn baby into life, and we prefer adoption over abortion," Scott said.




Scott is softening his messaging amid roiling politics on abortion across the country. The Arizona Supreme Court decided Tuesday that state officials can enforce an 1864 law criminalizing all abortions except when a woman's life is at stake. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Florida Democrats, meanwhile, are pushing not only to enshrine abortion rights in the state's Constitution but to invoke the issue in their efforts to unseat Scott and other Republicans. Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, one of the leading Democrats seeking her party's nomination against Scott, said the fight was over the "basic dignity for a woman to be able to make that choice of her own body, of when and how to start a family."

    


Mucarsel-Powell said in an interview after Florida's court ruling last week that voting to support the state's abortion rights amendment in November isn't the end game. She said voters need to vote Scott out of office so he "doesn't have a say on what happens to women."
Once seen as the quintessential swing state, Florida has become more conservative in recent years. Trump won there in 2016 and 2020, but Democrats, which trail in registration numbers by some 800,000 voters, are hoping a focus on abortion rights will swing the state back in their favor.
Scott has been flagged by national Democrats as a prime target this year in their efforts to preserve a narrow majority in the Senate, though Democrats are defending more seats than Republicans. The stakes are especially high for Scott, who said last month that he is "seriously considering" running for Senate leadership. In 2022, he ran against U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell to be the Senate's top Republican but lost with a 37-10 vote.
McConnell recently announced his intention to step down from Senate leadership later this year.

    


The April 1 court opinions from Florida's Supreme Court included affirmation of a 15-week abortion ban and a trigger mechanism that would put the state's six-week abortion ban in place by next month. The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee said Florida women have higher stakes on the ballot than they have in years.
"The fight against these new restrictions on access to abortion will shine a brighter spotlight on Rick Scott's long, dangerous record of supporting draconian abortion bans," said Maeve Coyle, the DSCC's spokesperson. "In November, Florida voters will stand up for women's freedom to make their most personal medical decisions by rejecting this abortion ban and firing Rick Scott from the Senate."
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    [image: Cannes film festival president Iris Knobloch, right, and Cannes film festival delegate general Thierry Fremaux attend a press conference to announce the International Cannes film festival line up for the upcoming 77th edition of the Cannes Film Festival, Thursday, April 11, 2024 in Paris. The Cannes Film Festival will run from May 14 to May 25 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: FILE - Francis Ford Coppola arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Nearly half a century after Francis Ford Coppola won the Cannes Film Festival's Palme d'Or, he will return to the French Riviera festival on May 17, 2024, to premiere his self-financed epic ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | FILE - Francis Ford Coppola arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Nearly half a century after Francis Ford Coppola won the Cannes Film Festival's Palme d'Or, he will return to the French Riviera festival on May 17, 2024, to premiere his self-financed epic "Megalopolis". (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
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[image: FILE - Kevin Costner arrives at the 81st Golden Globe Awards on Jan. 7, 2024, at the Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, Calif. Kevin Costner's multi-episode epic ]
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[image: Cannes film festival president Iris Knobloch, right, and Cannes film festival delegate general Thierry Fremaux pose after announcing the International Cannes film festival lineup for the upcoming 77th edition of the Cannes Film Festival, Thursday, April 11, 2024 in Paris. The Cannes Film Festival will run from May 14 to May 25 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Attendees walk over a floor advertisement for the upcoming film "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" on the opening day of CinemaCon 2024 at Caesars Palace, Monday, April 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. The four-day convention of the National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO) runs through Thursday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: FILE - George Lucas arrives at the premiere of "Solo: A Star Wars Story" at El Capitan Theatre on Thursday, May 10, 2018, in Los Angeles. Lucas will receive an honorary Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival next month, festival organizers announced Tuesday, April 9, 2024. He will be honored at the closing ceremony to the 77th Cannes Film Festival on May 25. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Francis Ford Coppola arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. Nearly half a century after Francis Ford Coppola won the Cannes Film Festival's Palme d'Or, he will return to the French Riviera festival on May 17, 2024, to premiere his self-financed epic ]
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[image: Cannes film Festival delegate general Thierry Fremaux attends a press conference to announce the International Cannes film festival line up for the upcoming 77th edition of the Cannes Film Festival, Thursday, April 11, 2024 in Paris. The Cannes Film Festival will run from May 14 to May 25 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Cannes film festival president Iris Knobloch, right, and Cannes film festival delegate general Thierry Fremaux pose after announcing the International Cannes film festival lineup for the upcoming 77th edition of the Cannes Film Festival, Thursday, April 11, 2024 in Paris. The Cannes Film Festival will run from May 14 to May 25 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Attendees walk over a floor advertisement for the upcoming film "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" on the opening day of CinemaCon 2024 at Caesars Palace, Monday, April 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. The four-day convention of the National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO) runs through Thursday. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: FILE - George Lucas arrives at the premiere of "Solo: A Star Wars Story" at El Capitan Theatre on Thursday, May 10, 2018, in Los Angeles. Lucas will receive an honorary Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival next month, festival organizers announced Tuesday, April 9, 2024. He will be honored at the closing ceremony to the 77th Cannes Film Festival on May 25. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        New films from Yorgos Lanthimos, Andrea Arnold and Francis Ford Coppola, as well as a portrait of 1980s Donald Trump, will compete for the Palme d'Or at the 77th Cannes Film Festival next month, organizers announced Thursday.
Thierry Fremaux, Cannes's artistic director who announced the selections in a news conference in Paris with festival president Iris Knobloch, said this year's lineup was plucked from 2,000 submissions. Though Fremaux noted he went into the process concerned about the effect of last year's strikes on American films, the lineup is typically full of top international filmmakers as well as a few hotly anticipated blockbusters.
Among the 19 films selected for competition is Lanthimos' "Kinds of Kindness," the Greek director's follow-up to the Oscar-winning "Poor Things." Its cast includes two stars of "Poor Things": Emma Stone and Willem Dafoe.

    


Paolo Sorrentino, the Italian filmmaker of "The Great Beauty," returns to Cannes with "Parthenhope," a Naples-set drama co-starring Gary Oldman. Arnold, the British director of "American Honey" and "Fish Tank," also returns to Cannes with "Bird," starring Barry Keoghan and Franz Rogowski.




Sure to draw attention will be Ali Abbasi's "The Apprentice," a film about the former president's early business career. In it, Sebastian Stan stars as Trump, Jeremy Strong plays Roy Cohn and Maria Bakalova co-stars as Ivana Trump. The Iranian director Abbasi was previously in competition at Cannes with 2022's "Holy Spider."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Numerous other big-name filmmakers are also returning to Cannes, which runs May 14-25. Among them: David Cronenberg ("The Shrouds," with Vincent Cassel and Diane Kruger); Paul Schrader ("Oh, Canada," with Richard Gere and Uma Thurman) and the lauded Chinese director Jia Zhang-Ke ("Caught By the Tides"). Also in competition are Sean Baker ("Anora"), whose "Red Rocket" and "The Florida Project" also premiered at Cannes; and the French filmmaker Jacques Audiard ("Emilia Perez"), who won the Palme in 2015 for "Dheepan."

    


As previously reported, Francis Ford Coppola's "Megalopolis" will premiere in competition in Cannes. The 85-year-old director's self-financed, long-gestating epic will debut 50 years after his "The Conversation" won the Palme d'Or.
This year's Cannes follows a banner 2023 edition that featured the premieres of three films that went on to win best-picture nominations at the Academy Awards: Martin Scorsese's "Killers of the Flower Moon"; Jonathan Glazer's "The Zone of Interest"; and Justine Triet's Palme d'Or winner "Anatomy of a Fall."
"Anatomy of a Fall" was only the third film directed by a woman to win the Palme. This year, there are four female filmmakers in competition. Fremaux said he may add further selections in the coming weeks.
Cannes had already lined up a few notable world premieres playing out of competition including George Miller's "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga" and Kevin Costner's "Horizon, An American Saga." George Lucas is set to received an honorary Palme d'Or at the closing ceremony. The festival will kick off May 14 with the French comedy "The Second Act," starring Lea Seydoux and Vincent Lindon.

    


Greta Gerwig, coming off the success of "Barbie," is heading the jury that will decide the Palme d'Or.
Some entries will take on added poignance, Fremaux noted, due to current events. The first selection he announced Thursday was Yolande Zauberman's documentary "The Beauty of Gaza," about transgender Palestinians who emigrate to Tel Aviv. Ukrainian filmmaker Sergei Loznitsa will debut his documentary "The Invasion," on Russia's war on his native country.
One new addition this year: The festival is launching a competitive immersive section featuring works of virtual and augmented reality.
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    [image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny gestures as he stands in a cage in the Babuskinsky District Court in Moscow, Russia, Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021. A memoir Alexei Navalny began working on in 2020 will be published this fall. "Patriot," which publisher Alfred A. Knopf is calling the late Russian opposition leader's "final letter to the world," will come out Oct. 22. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny gestures as he stands in a cage in the Babuskinsky District Court in Moscow, Russia, Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021. A memoir Alexei Navalny began working on in 2020 will be published this fall. "Patriot," which publisher Alfred A. Knopf is calling the late Russian opposition leader's "final letter to the world," will come out Oct. 22. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Russian opposition leader Alexey Navalny listens to a question during an interview at the Echo Moskvy (Echo of Moscow) radio station in Moscow, Russia, Monday, April 8, 2013. A memoir Alexei Navalny began working on in 2020 will be published this fall. ]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A memoir Alexei Navalny began working on in 2020 will be published this fall. "Patriot," which publisher Alfred A. Knopf is calling the late Russian opposition leader's "final letter to the world," will come out Oct. 22.
Navalny's widow, Yulia Navalnaya, said in a statement released Thursday by the publisher, "This book is a testament not only to Alexei's life, but to his unwavering commitment to the fight against dictatorship--a fight he gave everything for, including his life. Through its pages, readers will come to know the man I loved deeply--a man of profound integrity and unyielding courage. Sharing his story will not only honor his memory but also inspire others to stand up for what is right and to never lose sight of the values that truly matter."
Navalny, 47, died in February while serving a 19-year prison sentence on extremism charges that he condemned as politically motivated. He was jailed after returning from Germany in January 2021, where he was recuperating from the 2020 nerve agent poisoning he blamed on the Kremlin, and was given three prison terms since. 

    


He died in a remote penal colony above the Arctic Circle. Russian officials have vehemently denied involvement both in the poisoning and in his death. 




According to Knopf, Navalny began working on the book in Germany, and continued writing it in Russia, both in and out of prison.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In vivid, page-turning detail, including never-before-seen correspondence from prison, Navalny recounts, among other things, his political career, the many attempts on his life, and the lives of the people closest to him, and the relentless campaign he and his team waged against an increasingly dictatorial regime," Knopf's announcement reads in part.
"Written with the passion, wit, candor, and bravery for which he was justly acclaimed, 'Patriot' is Navalny's final letter to the world: a moving account of his last years spent in the most brutal prison on earth; a reminder of why the principles of individual freedom matter so deeply; and a rousing call to continue the work for which he sacrificed his life."

    


In a thread on X, formerly Twitter, Navalnaya said Thursday that she had envisioned her husband writing a memoir much later in his life, when they're both "around 80" and have grandchildren. 
Many prompted Navalny to start writing after the poisoning, she said, but he initially brushed off these suggestions: "What kind of memoir is it when you're 44? It's only been a little more than half (his) life. He wasn't in a rush -- so much was yet to come. But it turned out the way it turned out. Horrible and very, very unfair. It turned out there was no other half ahead."
She said the memoir has already been translated into 11 languages and will "definitely" be published in Russian, as well. It wasn't clear from her remarks if the book will come out in Russia, however, where Navalny was convicted as a leader of an extremist group, and his foundation and offices were outlawed. 
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    [image: This image released by Magnolia Pictures shows a scene from the documentary "Food, Inc. 2." (River Road/Participant/Magnolia Pictures via AP)]
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                                        The makers of the influential 2008 documentary "Food, Inc." never planned to make a sequel. They figured they'd said it all in their harrowing look at a broken, unsustainable food system -- a system led, they argued, by a few multinational corporations whose monopoly squeezes out local farmers, mistreats animals, workers and the soil itself, and makes all of us less healthy.
But 16 years after that Oscar-nominated film, they're back with "Food, Inc. 2." What happened? Well, first of all, the pandemic -- an event that both strained our food system and revealed its precariousness, they say.
Also, the filmmakers suggest, it was perhaps naive to assume that informed, ethical shoppers could alone reverse such an entrenched narrative. "You can change the world with every bite," the first film had argued, urging consumers to buy local and organic, patronize farmer's markets, demand healthy school lunches and most of all, read labels and understand what they're eating.

    


Now, much of that is happening. But some problems have worsened, and new ones have emerged. "We really thought we could change the system one bite at a time," says investigative author and producer Michael Pollan ("The Omnivore's Dilemma"), who's back with frequent commentary along with fellow author/producer Eric Schlosser ("Fast Food Nation"). "As important as that is, it's not enough."




Directed by Robert Kenner and Melissa Robledo, the new film begins, as did the first, with an inspiring image out of a painting -- here, a tractor gliding along a field of crops under a glistening sun. If you've seen the original, you'll know such a scene will soon yield to images of unsavory assembly lines, "kill floors" at slaughterhouses, or workers earning pennies in fields.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A lot has happened since 2008. More people are interested in what they're eating and where it's from. Farmer's markets are everywhere, and supermarkets carry organic and GMO-free food, because consumers want it. 

    


But, Pollan reminds us, the industry is still dominated "by a handful of very large and very powerful companies." In normal times this power is invisible, but when the pandemic hit, the curtain was peeled back, he says. We see images of countless hogs euthanized because they couldn't be processed, and farms disposing of perfectly good milk. At the same time, many supermarket shelves were empty, and people lined up in their cars, hungry. This, the film argues, is what happens when only a few companies are in charge. Some babies don't get their formula, for example. 
As with the first film -- the style is very much the same -- we're taken across the country (and beyond), listening to a stream of voices: organizers, workers, farmers, nutritionists, politicians, entrepreneurs, scientists. (Occasionally we don't know who's talking for a few seconds, which can be confusing.)
In Immokalee, Florida, lifelong farmworker (and labor leader) Gerardo Reyes Chavez explains how immigrant workers -- mostly Latino and Haitians -- are both relied upon and mistreated. "The industry wants immigrant workers because they feel they can take advantage of us," he says. If we're eating fruits and vegetables, Schlosser and Pollan tell us, we're part of a chain of exploitation. 

    


With flashy, colorful and user-friendly graphics, the film traces industry consolidation: the few companies who have 70% of the carbonated drinks market, for example, or 80% of the baby food market. Such realities violate the spirit of antitrust legislation, they argue. 
We meet people like Wisconsin dairy farmer Sarah Lloyd, whose 450-cow farm feels huge to her, but other farms have 5,000 or 10,000 or 20,000 cows. How can she compete? 
Marion Nestle, biologist and nutritionist at New York University, looks back a few decades and marvels at how food has has become something available anytime, anywhere: "You go into a clothing store and there are candy bars at the checkout counter." She especially marvels at the escalating portion size over the years, a thought illustrated by a stack of pancakes that keeps on growing.

    


A professor in Brazil, Carlos Monteiro, posits that "ultra-processed" foods are a key factor in diabetes. His ideas are borne out by an experiment at the National Institutes of Health that shows people who eat such highly processed foods consume a whopping 500 more calories per day. Mark Schatzker ("The Dorito Effect") talks about artificial flavors and how they trick the body into eating more.
Are there solutions to all this? The filmmakers consider a bunch, approving of some more than others. Everyone's coming up with "plant-based" substitutes (fake chicken wings, honey without bees.) But Pollan worries consumers might think "plant-based" means healthy food -- often, it's nothing of the kind. One promising idea: An ocean farmer, Bren Smith, is farming kelp, and a chef is using it in her restaurant.

    


The most emotional moment concerns Taco Bell, but not the food there. Fran Marion, a Taco Bell worker (and activist) has a tear streaming down her face as she describes the challenge of feeding her children and avoiding living out of her car. She does not get health care or sick leave, she says, and as an adult has never been able to afford seeing a doctor. She speaks of working all day with food and coming home to hear her son's stomach growl.
The film ends where the last one did: with a call to action. "Join us in transforming our food system," it says, providing a website where viewers can get involved. The danger is the same, they say, as it was back in 2008: "Monopoly power is a threat to our freedom."
"Food, Inc. 2," a Magnolia Pictures release, is unrated by the Motion Picture Association. Running time: 94 minutes. Three stars out of four.
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[image: Dave Bauder stands for a portrait at the New York headquarters of The Associated Press on Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As NBC News Group chairman, Cesar Conde is already busy overseeing the network's broadcast and digital news operations, along with CNBC, MSNBC, Telemundo and NBC-owned local affiliates.
Yet the executive also has a second paid job. And a third -- as a member of Walmart and PepsiCo's corporate boards. The arrangement has raised some ethical concerns, and reveals a potential blind spot for a news business usually very serious about conflicts -- real or perceived.
CNN's new chief executive, Mark Thompson, chairs Ancestry.com's board. And although Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, owner of The Washington Post, is not a journalist, the newspaper reminds readers who he is when writing about Amazon. Former President Donald Trump has eagerly pointed out Bezos' dual roles.
A former NBC News executive, Bill Wheatley, recently questioned the propriety of Conde's outside corporate roles at a time when the news division's leadership is already under fire for the hiring and quick dismissal -- following a staff revolt -- of former Republican National Committee head Ronna McDaniel as a contributor.

    


"It seemed to me that this was an additional instance of NBC management not understanding the rules by which news leaders are supposed to play," said Wheatley, who retired in 2005 as NBC News' executive vice president and has done work as a news consultant since.




Conde was on the Walmart and PepsiCo boards before he took over as NBC News Group chairman in 2020. The NBC News chief earned $275,018 from Walmart in 2022 and $320,000 from PepsiCo, in a combination of cash and stock, according to Salary.com.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NBC wouldn't comment to The Associated Press on the matter. 
NO EVIDENCE OF ANY EFFECT ON THE NEWS
There's no evidence that Conde has been involved with any NBC stories involving the two corporations. NBC pointed to a 2021 Wall Street Journal article where the network said he would recuse himself from any reporting on the companies.

    


Generally, journalists work hard to avoid any situation where a conflict could be alleged, even if the conflict itself does not come to pass: Did reporters, for example, write positive stories on a corporation that a boss is involved with, or ignore bad news because it might anger a superior? Perception can be as important as an actual conflict; some journalists go so far as to not even vote in an election that their outlet is covering.
This holds true within NBC as well. Among other rules: The business network CNBC that Conde oversees forbids its journalists -- and their spouses -- from owning stock for these reasons.
Recusal is a good step, Wheatley says, but it doesn't cure the conflict.
"In an ideal world, I think news executives should avoid situations like this," said Jane Kirtley, a professor of media ethics and law at the University of Minnesota. If the situation can't be avoided, it's important to disclose it and make clear the companies will face reporting that takes place "without fear or favor," she said.
Kelly McBride, senior vice president and ethics expert at the Poynter Institute, the pre-eminent journalism think tank, agrees that the situation isn't ideal. At the same time, she says, "we don't want executives or anybody in journalism to be a blank slate."

    


Leaders in journalism have traditionally worked their way up the ranks but that's not always the route anymore. Conde succeeded in corporate, not news, roles at Univision and Telemundo before getting his current job. CNN's Thompson was a top executive at the BBC and The New York Times. At the latter, his biggest achievement was more in business than journalism, shepherding a successful digital transformation.
CNN would not discuss whether Thompson is paid for his Ancestry.com job. Representatives for the company, a private one not obligated to disclose salaries, did not respond to a message. The Glassdoor jobs website estimated directors at Ancestry are paid in a similar six-figure range as the Walmart and PepsiCo jobs.
Thompson has recused himself from any news involving Ancestry or other genealogical companies, network spokeswoman Emily Kuhn said.

    


ABC this spring appointed Debra O'Connell, a longtime executive at the network and its corporate owner, the Walt Disney Co., to a position that oversees ABC News. O'Connell's background is in sales and marketing. She has unpaid positions on boards involving National Geographic and the A&E Networks, both companies affiliated with Disney.
HOW DO JOURNALISTS APPROACH THIS SITUATION?
It's hard to make assumptions about how journalists will deal with knowing the boss has interest in a particular company. 
It's human nature to want to avoid problems, although McBride notes that some contrarian journalists who want to prove their independence would dive right in. For example, The Washington Post in 2021 analyzed government data for a story on the dangers faced by Amazon warehouse workers.
Because NBC wouldn't address questions about Conde, it's not clear whether anyone at NBC Universal signed off on him continuing with his paid board positions.

    


The New York Times and Wall Street Journal are two news companies with conduct codes that specifically talk about such roles. The Times says staff members "may not join boards of trustees, advisory committees or similar groups except those serving journalistic organizations or otherwise promoting journalism education." The Journal says its employees "may not serve as directors, officers, advisors, investors, consultants or partners of any company or venture devoted to profit-making."
Other situations are murkier. ABC, CBS and Fox News said its news leaders don't serve on paid outside corporate boards, but couldn't or wouldn't point to policies that forbid the practice.
The AP employee handbook says that "we avoid addressing, or accepting fees or expense from, governmental bodies; trade, lobbying or special interest groups; businesses or labor groups; or any group that would pose a conflict of interest." Neither AP President Daisy Veerasingham nor Julie Pace, AP's executive editor and senior vice president, sits on any outside boards, a spokeswoman said.
It would make sense for news organizations to make clear policies about service on outside boards, and outline procedures if it is allowed, Poynter's McBride said. "I don't think it was much of an issue in the past," she said. "The nature of news companies has gotten much more complicated that it's likely to become an issue in the future."
News organizations are also left to decide for themselves how to alert readers or viewers of potential conflicts. The Post generally makes clear its owner's ties to Amazon when writing about the company; a September 2023 story about workplace safety included this disclaimer: "Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns the Washington Post."
The Post knows it is being watched. Trump has called the newspaper the "Amazon Washington Post" on social media and wrote on Twitter in 2018 that "The Washington Post is nothing more than an expensive ... lobbyist for Amazon."
On NBC"s "Nightly News" last July, reporter Jacob Burns reported a story about how Walmart was using artificial intelligence to help stock its shelves and change the jobs of some of its employees. Burns quoted a company spokesman saying that AI wouldn't result in job losses, and a business school professor who expressed some skepticism about that.
While Conde's NBC corporate profile mentions his association with Walmart, it was not included as part of Burns' story or in a handful of digital pieces that have run about the company.
___
David Bauder writes about media for The Associated Press. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder.
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    [image: Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo, cast members in the upcoming film "Wicked," introduce a trailer for the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo, cast members in the upcoming film "Wicked," discuss the film onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Jeff Goldblum, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," waves to the audience during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Jeff Goldblum, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," discusses the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 16 | Jeff Goldblum, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," discusses the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Donna Langley, chairman of NBC Universal Studio Group, addresses the audience during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Lupita Nyong'o, left, a cast member in the animated film "The Wild Robot," discusses the film alongside director Chris Sanders during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: James Watkins, director of the upcoming horror film "Speak No Evil," discusses the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Michelle Yeoh, center, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," discusses the film alongside fellow cast member Jonathan Bailey, left, and director Jon M. Chu during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Ariana Grande, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," stands onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: From left, Anthony Ramos, Daisy Edgar-Jones and Glen Powell, cast members in the upcoming film "Twisters," speak to the audience during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Daisy Edgar-Jones, left, a cast member in the upcoming film "Twisters," speaks to the audience as fellow cast member Glen Powell, right, faces a wind machine during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Lee Isaac Chung, director of "Twisters," walks onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Lee Isaac Chung, director of the upcoming film "Twisters," discusses the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Glen Powell, second from left, and Anthony Ramos, cast members in the upcoming film "Twisters," dodge a fake cow and flying leaves from a wind machine onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo, cast members in the upcoming film "Wicked," discuss the film onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Ariana Grande, center, and Cynthia Erivo, right, cast members in the upcoming film "Wicked," introduce a trailer for the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Jeff Goldblum, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," waves to the audience during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Jeff Goldblum, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," discusses the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Donna Langley, chairman of NBC Universal Studio Group, addresses the audience during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Donna Langley, chairman of NBC Universal Studio Group, addresses the audience during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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[image: Lupita Nyong'o, left, a cast member in the animated film "The Wild Robot," discusses the film alongside director Chris Sanders during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: James Watkins, director of the upcoming horror film "Speak No Evil," discusses the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Michelle Yeoh, center, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," discusses the film alongside fellow cast member Jonathan Bailey, left, and director Jon M. Chu during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 16 | Michelle Yeoh, center, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," discusses the film alongside fellow cast member Jonathan Bailey, left, and director Jon M. Chu during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 16
Michelle Yeoh, center, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," discusses the film alongside fellow cast member Jonathan Bailey, left, and director Jon M. Chu during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ariana Grande, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," stands onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Ariana Grande, a cast member in the upcoming film "Wicked," stands onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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[image: From left, Anthony Ramos, Daisy Edgar-Jones and Glen Powell, cast members in the upcoming film "Twisters," speak to the audience during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Daisy Edgar-Jones, left, a cast member in the upcoming film "Twisters," speaks to the audience as fellow cast member Glen Powell, right, faces a wind machine during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 16 | Daisy Edgar-Jones, left, a cast member in the upcoming film "Twisters," speaks to the audience as fellow cast member Glen Powell, right, faces a wind machine during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 16
Daisy Edgar-Jones, left, a cast member in the upcoming film "Twisters," speaks to the audience as fellow cast member Glen Powell, right, faces a wind machine during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lee Isaac Chung, director of "Twisters," walks onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Lee Isaac Chung, director of the upcoming film "Twisters," discusses the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Lee Isaac Chung, director of the upcoming film "Twisters," discusses the film during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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[image: Glen Powell, second from left, and Anthony Ramos, cast members in the upcoming film "Twisters," dodge a fake cow and flying leaves from a wind machine onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Glen Powell, second from left, and Anthony Ramos, cast members in the upcoming film "Twisters," dodge a fake cow and flying leaves from a wind machine onstage during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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[image: From left, Anthony Ramos, Daisy Edgar-Jones and Glen Powell, cast members in the upcoming film "Twisters," speak to the audience during the Universal Pictures and Focus Features presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- With the dust settled from a big 2023, winning best picture and topping the box office, Universal Pictures is looking to the future. The studio's upcoming releases include the big screen adaptation of "Wicked," "Twisters" and the newly announced sequel to "Five Nights at Freddy's."
Universal brought some of the stars of its biggest films, like Ariana Grande, Cynthia Erivo, Michelle Yeoh, Jeff Goldblum, Glen Powell, Lupita Nyong'o, Daisy Edgar Jones and Anthony Ramos to CinemaCon in Las Vegas on Wednesday to get the audience of theater owners and exhibitors excited for what's to come as well.
"This whole experience is absolutely impossible to put into words," said Grande, who with Erivo introduced some new footage from the Thanksgiving release.
Goldblum was also on hand to talk about "Wicked" in which he plays the man behind the curtain.

    


"I've been chased by dinosaurs, I flew into the belly of a humongous spaceship ... I tuned into a fly," Goldblum said. "But I have never been part of the particular flavor or magic that is this movie. ... The whole experience has been dreamy."




The first part of "Wicked" arrives in theaters on Nov. 25, with part two coming in 2025, also over Thanksgiving. Directed by Jon M. Chu, the film stars Erivo as the green-skinned Elphaba and Grande as the popular Glinda. Yeoh plays the headmistress at their school, and, the studio recently announced, Peter Dinklage will be Dr. Dillamond, a history professor and goat.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Producer Marc Platt has been on the "Wicked" journey for 25 years, since he first read the novel.
"I always intended 'Wicked' to be a movie," he said.
It was Stephen Schwartz who convinced him that it needed music and to go to Broadway first. The theatrical production made a big impression on the movie's future director, too, who brought both a reverence for the stage show and a vision for big screen grandeur. 

    


"We dreamed very, very, very big for 'Wicked,'" Chu said.
"Twisters" star Powell introduced some intense new footage from "Twisters," which is storming theaters July 19. The film, a companion to the 1996 Jan de Bont blockbuster, was directed by "Minari" filmmaker Lee Isaac Chung and produced by Frank Marshall and Steven Spielberg, who Chung said is a "tornado fanatic."
"We really tried to make this film as immersive and real as possible," Chung said. "This is meant to be a joyful, fun ride."
Universal was the top grossing studio in 2023 thanks to the likes of juggernauts like "The Super Mario Bros. Movie" and " Oppenheimer," which accounted for over $2.3 billion in ticket sales alone, and other hits like "M3GAN," "Cocaine Bear," "Fast X" and "Five Nights at Freddy's," the video game adaptation that made over $295 million worldwide despite its day-and-date release. All told, Universal made nearly $5 billion in ticket sales. It's the first time that Universal topped the charts since 2015, before Disney dominated in first place for almost a decade.
"Audiences are sending us a very clear message: They've fired off a bright green flare telling us they're ready for something new," said Jim Orr, Universal's head of distribution.

    


Also, he added, "We released more movies in theaters than any other studios."
Universal plans to release more than 20 films theatrically in 2024, too, more than any other studio for the third year in a row, spanning all genres and including original titles and franchises.
Chris Meledandri, the founder and CEO of Illumination, spoke about the upcoming "Despicable Me 4" (July 3) and a new Mario movie that's in development for 2026, but also said that their "commitment to producing original animated films remains steadfast." Their original "Migration," released in late 2023, became a slow-burn hit earning nearly $300 million globally.
Universal also has DreamWorks Animation offerings, which recently released "Kung Fu Panda 4" and has "The Wild Robot" set for September, from "Lilo & Stitch" filmmaker Chris Sanders and based on the children's book by Peter Brown and featuring Nyong'o's voice.

    


"If you haven't read it, please do yourself a favor and do it because it is wonderful," Nyong'o said.
On the other end of the ratings spectrum, horror films are also a key component of the mix as one of the most consistent box office genres in recent history. Coming up, the studio has "Wolf Man," with Julia Garner and Christopher Abbott, coming in January, "Speak No Evil," a remake of a Danish horror with James McAvoy set for Sept. 13 (a Friday), and then "Five Nights at Freddy's 2" in the fall of 2025.
Focus Features, the independent arm of Universal, which put out films like "Asteroid City" and "The Holdovers" last year, also previewed its slate including Sam Taylor-Johnson's Amy Winehouse biopic "Back to Black" (May 17), Jeff Nichols' "The Bikeriders" (June 21), Edward Berger's Machiavellian papal thriller "Conclave" (Nov. 8) and Robert Eggers' "Nosferatu" (Dec. 25).

    


"This definitely ain't your father's 'Nosferatu,'" said Focus chairman Peter Kujawski.
Donna Langley, the Chairman of NBC Universal Studio Group, took the stage to thank the exhibitors in the room. She noted that it would have been easy to drop the mic after their last year.
But, Langley said, "We believe that our best year should always be in front of us and our best projects always in the pipeline."
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When are the 2025 Oscars? The Academy Awards announce date, sticking to early start

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An Oscar statue appears at the 91st Academy Awards Nominees Luncheon, Feb. 4, 2019, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Danny Moloshok/Invision/AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - An Oscar statue appears at the 91st Academy Awards Nominees Luncheon, Feb. 4, 2019, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Danny Moloshok/Invision/AP, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The 97th Academy Awards will be held March 2, the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences announced Wednesday. 
That moves the annual ceremony up about a week. This year's Oscars were held on March 10. The telecast, which culminated in the best picture win for Christopher Nolan's "Oppenheimer," was watched by an estimated 19.5 million people, up about 4% from the year prior.
The film academy is also sticking with an earlier start for the awards. Like this year's show, the Oscars will kick off at 7 p.m. Eastern, an hour earlier than they have typically done. ABC will again air the Academy Awards. 
The Golden Globes, after signing a new five-year deal with CBS, recently set Jan. 5 as the date for next year's ceremony. 
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Mister Cee, one of hip-hop's pioneering DJs and a New York City radio personality who played an instrumental role in the Notorious B.I.G.'s debut album, has died. He was 57. 
The famed disk jockey's death was confirmed Wednesday by Skip Dillard, the brand manager at 94.7 The Block NYC, where Cee had a show. The cause of death has not been announced.
"We've lost one of the most important figures in the industry," 94.7 The Block said in a social media post.
Mister Cee was a key player in the rap community. He was formerly Big Daddy Kane's DJ and an executive producer on The Notorious B.I.G.'s groundbreaking 1994 debut, "Ready to Die."
The New York native was also a radio personality on his hometown's Hot 97. But he briefly quit his gig in 2013 after arrests in connection with soliciting prostitutes. Audio of one encounter surfaced online.

    


After that last incident, Mister Cee denied trying to solicit sex from a male, and said an undercover female police officer approached him. He also denied being homosexual.
But Mister Cee soon went back on air for an interview on Hot 97 with Ebro Darden and confessed in a tearful interview to having same-sex encounters with prostitutes. However, he also said he didn't consider himself gay or bisexual.




During the interview, Mister Cee worried if his admission might hurt him: "Am I still going to be looked at the same way?"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Mister Cee gained support from some within hip-hop - which was surprising at the time, given that the community had often been branded homophobic due to anti-gay lyrics by some of its biggest stars. 
"Whatever Mister Cee does with his personal life, more power to him," said Ahmir "Questlove" Thompson, leader of The Roots in a 2013 interview. "He shouldn't be ashamed of that. We got to grow up eventually."
Mister Cee ultimately decided not to quit his job at Hot 97 and go to therapy after Darden persuaded him to stay put. At the time, he teamed up with the AIDS Health Foundation for a "new sexual revolution" campaign where he encouraged others to open up about their sexuality and use protection. 

    


But Mister Cee's return to the station was short lived. He left in 2014.
Throughout the years, Mister Cee maintained his respect within the rap industry and kept working on other radio programs, spinning throwback tracks on his show on 94.7 The Block before his death.
"I'm so blessed to have known him," Dillard said on social media.
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AP WAS THERE: OJ Simpson's murder trial acquittal

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this Oct. 3, 1995 file photo, attorney Johnnie Cochran Jr. holds O.J. Simpson as the not guilty verdict is read in a Los Angeles courtroom during his trial in Los Angeles. Defense attorneys F. Lee Bailey, left, Robert Kardashian look on. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Myung J. Chun/Los Angeles Daily News via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Judge Lance Ito presides over a hearing in O.J. Simpson's double-murder trial in Los Angeles Friday, Jan. 20, 1995. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, FIle)]
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    Read the latest: OJ Simpson, fallen football hero acquitted of murder in 'trial of the century,' dies at 76



    



LOS ANGELES (AP) -- EDITOR'S NOTE: If there was ever a murder case perfectly suited for media and public consumption it was the O.J. Simpson murder trial. The Los Angeles court spectacle was dubbed "Trial of the Century."

The trial lasted almost a year and was covered in its entirety by AP Special Correspondent Linda Deutsch, now retired. She had reported many sensational trials -- Charles Manson, Robert F. Kennedy assassin Sirhan Sirhan, Patty Hearst and the officers charged in the Rodney King beating -- and so it wasn't a surprise that a judge made her the pool reporter. She appeared on television every day to summarize what had transpired.

After the trial ended, Simpson tracked down Deutsch while she was vacationing and called to give his side of the story. It was the first of several exclusive interviews over the ensuing years.

After Simpson died Wednesday at 76, the AP is making available Deutsch's story from Oct. 3, 1995, the day he was acquitted.





    



____
SIMPSON ACQUITTED, FREED, VOWS TO HUNT DOWN KILLERS

O.J. Simpson went home a free man Tuesday, spared by an unpredictable jury to pick up a life of privilege instead of a life in prison. Acquitted of murdering his ex-wife and her friend, he pledged to track down the real killers who are "out there somewhere."

In a courtroom on the verge of exploding with emotion, a hush fell as Judge Lance Ito's clerk, Dierdre Robertson, read the two words: "Not guilty."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Simpson smiled, mouthed the words, "Thank you," at the jury, then clasped his hands together. Lead attorney Johnnie Cochran Jr., standing behind Simpson, slapped him on the back and laid his forehead on his shoulder. Attorney Shawn Chapman cried and clutched jury consultant Jo-Ellan Dimitrius' hand.

Tears of anguish and shouts of joy burst from the three families whose lives were torn apart by the bloody June 12, 1994, slayings of Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman.

"Oh my God!" exclaimed Simpson's grown daughter, Arnelle, embracing her brother Jason.

    



"We did it!" a family member exulted to lead defense attorney Johnnie Cochran Jr.

Eerily, the Simpson saga ended much as it had begun, with the fallen football superstar being transported in a white van to his estate while news helicopters tracked him overhead. Tuesday's televised verdicts were the most-watched event since June 17, 1994, when Simpson, in a white Bronco with his friend Al "A.C." Cowlings driving, led police on a surreal slow-speed chase viewed by millions.

Cowlings was at the door to embrace Simpson when he arrived home an hour after the verdicts were read. Later, family members gathered for a champagne party on the lawn of Simpson's lush estate.

Florists, caterers and musicians pulled up to the house and told reporters they were there for a celebration.

The gaiety stood in marked contrast to the solemn mood in the district attorney's offices.

"Last June 13, '94 (the day he learned of his son's death), was the worst nightmare of my life. This is the second," Goldman's father, Fred, said at a prosecution news conference. "This prosecution team didn't lose today. I deeply believe this country lost today. Justice was not served."

    



At a defense team news conference, Cochran insisted the issue of race, which he played heavily in the trial, did not overcome the facts.

"This verdict speaks justice," Cochran said. "This was a case based upon the evidence."

He denied playing "the race card," saying instead that credibility had won out.

"Race plays a part in everything in America," he said. "But this stuff about playing a race card is preposterous."

But fellow defense attorney Robert Shapiro disagreed, saying he was "deeply offended" that Cochran had compared the police detective who found the bloody glove to Adolf Hitler. He said would never work with Cochran again and would never talk to attorney F. Lee Bailey.

"To me the Holocaust stands alone as the most horrible human event in modern civilization," Shapiro said. "And with the Holocaust came Adolf Hitler, and to compare this in any way to a rogue cop, in my opinion, was wrong."

He said of Cochran: "He believes that everything in America is related to race. I do not."

    



Although it was his decision to bring Bailey into the case, Shapiro said he was angry when the legendary attorney took a courtroom role and cross-examined witnesses.

"I will never talk to F. Lee Bailey again," he said.

Cochran said he hoped the Los Angeles Police Department would alter shoddy investigative practices exposed in the trial.

As the words setting Simpson free were spoken in court, his elderly mother, Eunice, seated in a wheelchair, wiped her eyes, held up her hands prayerfully and murmured words of thanks.

"I was always in prayer. I knew my son was innocent," she said at the defense meeting with reporters.

Across the room, Goldman mouthed the word "murderer" as the verdict was announced. Kim Goldman, who spent most of a year in court honoring her dead brother's memory, doubled over and sobbed along with a younger brother and sister.

    



At the courthouse, Simpson's older son, Jason, read a statement from his father:

"My first obligation is to my young children, who will be raised the way that Nicole and I had always planned. ... But when things have settled a bit, I will pursue as my primary goal in life the killer or killers who slaughtered Nicole and Mr. Goldman. They are out there somewhere. Whatever it takes to identify them and bring them in, I will provide somehow."

Police Chief Willie Williams, however, said he had no plans to reopen the investigation.

"It doesn't mean there's another murderer," Williams said of the acquittals.

In his statement, Simpson also noted that many will surmise he is guilty, acquittal or no acquittal.

"I can only hope that someday, despite every prejudicial thing that has been said about me publicly, both in and out of the courtroom, people will come to understand and believe that I would not, could not and did not kill anyone," his statement said.

The jurors who acquitted Simpson in less than four hours of deliberations refused to speak with attorneys or explain their verdicts to reporters. The usually dapper jury came to court in uncharacteristically casual clothes. One black man smiled at the defense team as he entered the courtroom.

"We won," whispered defense attorney Carl Douglas, almost in amazement.

The verdicts, returned Monday but held overnight by Judge Lance Ito to give lawyers and families time to assemble, caught everyone by surprise. There was immediate speculation that Simpson had been convicted because jurors had asked the court to read them a segment of testimony considered favorable to the prosecution.

Simpson's sister, Carmelita Durio, said the family spent the night on "an emotional roller coaster," praying together and steeling themselves for what lay ahead.

Her sister, Shirley Baker, who joined Durio in the courtroom almost every day at the trial, said she was elated.

"I just feel like standing on top of this table and doing a jig," Baker told reporters.

The verdict reverberated from Los Angeles to the White House, where President Clinton watched the verdicts on TV, then wrote a statement.

"The jury heard the evidence and rendered its verdict," Clinton said. "Our system of justice requires respect for their verdict. At this moment our thoughts and prayers should be with the families of the victims of this terrible crime."

Earlier, Clinton was briefed on federal government plans to assist California authorities if the Simpson verdict triggered civil unrest. But the streets remained calm.

Outside the courthouse, most of the crowd of more than 1,000 people pressing police barricades cheered wildly as the innocent verdicts were transmitted on portable radios.

Some chanted, "Justice means acquittal, acquittal means justice" followed by shouts of "Free O.J.!"

Across town in Brentwood, where Ms. Simpson and Goldman were slain, the mood was less jubilant.

"You make a lot of money and I guess you can commit murder," said Elizabeth Condelli, who said she knew Ms. Simpson through their children's school.

The verdict was reported in blazing headlines worldwide. Within hours, local newspapers had issued "Extra" editions featuring Simpson's smiling face and the words, "Not Guilty."

___

Read the AP's full obituary here.
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As many cities sour on hosting the Olympics, Salt Lake City's enthusiasm endures

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Members of the IOC are in Salt Lake City this week for a final site visit ahead of the formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Video by Brady McCombs and AP Production by Ao Gao)
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    [image: The scoreboard at the University of Utah's Rice-Eccles Stadium promotes Salt Lake City's bid to host another Winter Olympics in 2034 as International Olympic Committee members prepare to tour the stadium and other venues Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: Christophe Dubi, Olympic Games Executive Director, right, speaks to the media Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: FILE - Canada's Chloe Dufour-Lapointe competes in a World Cup freestyle moguls competition at Deer Valley Resort in Park City, Utah, on Jan. 14, 2022. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: Downtown Salt Lake City is shown Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: Karl Stoss, chairman of the International Olympic Committee's Future Host Commission, listens during future host commission presentation Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | Karl Stoss, chairman of the International Olympic Committee's Future Host Commission, listens during future host commission presentation Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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Karl Stoss, chairman of the International Olympic Committee's Future Host Commission, listens during future host commission presentation Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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[image: The iconic symbol of Salt Lake City's 2002 Winter Olympics greets travelers at the Salt Lake City International Airport Friday, Feb. 18, 2023, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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[image: Christophe Dubi, Olympic Games Executive Director, left, speaks to the media Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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Christophe Dubi, Olympic Games Executive Director, left, speaks to the media Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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[image: The 2002 Winter Olympic rings are shown outside Rice-Eccles Stadium, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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The 2002 Winter Olympic rings are shown outside Rice-Eccles Stadium, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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[image: FILE -Michael Glasder (5) celebrates after winning the men's ski jumping event at the U.S. Olympic Team Trials, on Dec. 31, 2017, in Park City, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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FILE -Michael Glasder (5) celebrates after winning the men's ski jumping event at the U.S. Olympic Team Trials, on Dec. 31, 2017, in Park City, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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[image: The 2002 Winter Olympics cauldron stands outside Rice-Eccles Stadium, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]
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The 2002 Winter Olympics cauldron stands outside Rice-Eccles Stadium, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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[image: FILE - Hidenari Kanayama, of Japan, races down the track during the men's Luge World Cup on Dec. 14, 2013, in Park City, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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FILE - Hidenari Kanayama, of Japan, races down the track during the men's Luge World Cup on Dec. 14, 2013, in Park City, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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[image: FILE - Skaters compete during women's mass start race at the World Cup speedskating event at the Utah Olympic Oval, on Dec. 5, 2021, in Kearns, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April, 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 14 | FILE - Skaters compete during women's mass start race at the World Cup speedskating event at the Utah Olympic Oval, on Dec. 5, 2021, in Kearns, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April, 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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FILE - Skaters compete during women's mass start race at the World Cup speedskating event at the Utah Olympic Oval, on Dec. 5, 2021, in Kearns, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April, 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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[image: FILE - First-place finisher Mikael Kingsbury, of Canada, competes in the men's dual moguls at the World Cup freestyle skiing competition at Deer Valley resort Saturday, Feb. 4, 2017, in Park City, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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FILE - First-place finisher Mikael Kingsbury, of Canada, competes in the men's dual moguls at the World Cup freestyle skiing competition at Deer Valley resort Saturday, Feb. 4, 2017, in Park City, Utah. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics will be on full display Wednesday, April 10, 2024, when members of the International Olympic Committee come to Utah for a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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[image: Snow covers the Wasatch Mountains, Wednesday, April 8, 2024, near Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | Snow covers the Wasatch Mountains, Wednesday, April 8, 2024, near Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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Snow covers the Wasatch Mountains, Wednesday, April 8, 2024, near Salt Lake City. Salt Lake City's enduring enthusiasm for hosting the Olympics was on display, when members of the International Olympic Committee came to Utah during a site visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July to name Salt Lake City the host for the 2034 Winter Olympics. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- The International Olympic Committee was effusive Wednesday in its support for a decadeslong effort to bring back the Winter Games to Utah's capital city in 2034.
Unlike so many other past hosts that have decided bringing back the Games isn't worth the time, money or hassle, Salt Lake City remains one of the few places where Olympic fever still burns strong. Olympic officials praised the city for preserving facilities and public enthusiasm as they kicked off their final visit ahead of a formal announcement expected this July.
Reminders of the 2002 Winter Games are nestled throughout the city, from a towering cauldron overlooking the valley to an Olympic emblem stamped on manhole covers downtown. Leaving the airport, a can't-miss arch amid snow-capped mountains shows visitors they're entering an Olympic city.
Those remnants are part of a long-term strategy Utah leaders launched on the heels of their first Olympics to remind residents that the Games are part of the fabric of their city, and that being a host city is a point of pride. 

    


Olympic officials said they were greeted with such excitement Wednesday that it felt like the 2002 Winter Games never ended.




In the decades since Salt Lake City first opened its nearby slopes to the world's top winter athletes, the pool of potential hosts has shrunk dramatically. The sporting spectacular is a notorious money pit, and climate change has curtailed the number of sites capable of hosting.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even though Salt Lake City got caught in a bribery scandal that nearly derailed the 2002 Winter Olympics, it has worked its way back into the good graces of an Olympic committee increasingly reliant on passionate communities as its options dwindle. The city is now a prime candidate if officials eventually form a permanent rotation of host cities, Olympic Games Executive Director Christophe Dubi told reporters.

    


"We are in an environment here where we look for opportunities more than concerns," Dubi said. "For the next 10 years, we're not so much looking at what is challenging, but what are the opportunities to work together."
The committee was left with only two bid cities for 2022 -- Beijing, China, and Almaty, Kazakhstan -- after financial, political and public concerns led several European contenders to drop out. 
"The International Olympic Committee needs Salt Lake City a lot more than Salt Lake City needs the International Olympic Committee, or the Olympics," said Jules Boykoff, a sports and politics professor at Pacific University.
For Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, securing the bid is central to his goal of cementing the state as North America's winter sports capital.
Cox has continued a long-running push by state leaders to beckon professional sports leagues and welcome international events like last year's NBA All-Star Game that could help burnish its image as a sports and tourism mecca, while chipping away at a lingering stigma that Utah is a bizarre, hyper-religious place. 
About half of the state's 3.4 million residents and the majority of state leaders belong to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, widely known as the Mormon church. 

    


Dave Lunt, a historian at Southern Utah University who teaches about the Olympics, said the Games give members of that faith, and other residents, a chance to clear up misconceptions and share their values with the world.
"Latter-day Saints really just want to be liked. No disrespect or anything, that's my community, but there's this history of, we want to show that we fit in, we're good Americans," he said. "We're happy to host the party at our house."
The 2002 Games, widely regarded as one of the most successful Olympics, brought government funding for a light-rail system and world-class athletic facilities. The city grew rapidly in its wake.
Utah bid leaders declined to release a budget estimate, saying they should be able to provide one next month. But they assured the committee that they could keep costs down by using most of the same venues they've spent millions to maintain since 2002. They also touted bipartisan support for hosting in the Democratic capital city of a predominantly Republican state. 

    


With few options remaining for the Olympic committee, Salt Lake City has leverage to dictate terms, Boykoff said. Those can include funds, deadlines and even which sports are included.
And with NBC's multibillion-dollar broadcasting contract with the Olympic committee set to expire in 2032 -- two years before Utah would host -- the committee has a vested interest in selecting a U.S. city in a better time zone for live broadcasts to entice U.S.-based broadcasting giants.
Unlike many cities, Salt Lake City residents did not get to vote on whether they wanted another Games, even as leaders say their polling shows more than 80% approval statewide.
Olympic historians say the hype can distract residents from downsides for other hosts, such as gentrification, corruption, rising taxes or empty promises of environmental improvements. 
So far, no opposition has formed in Utah.
"If we consider the Olympics a cultural institution," Lunt said, "maybe it's worth paying some money if the people of Utah decide that's important to us, collectively."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Fiction writer Aaliyah Bilal, a National Book Award finalist last fall for her story collection "Temple Folk," is among 10 winners of the Whiting Award for emerging authors. Bilal and the other recipients, who include fellow fiction writers Yoon Choi, Gothataone Moeng and Ada Zhang, will each be given $50,000.
On Wednesday, the Whiting Foundation announced that Whiting prizes also were awarded to dramatists Shayok Misha Chowdhury and Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig; as well as poets Taylor Johnson, Charif Shanahan and Elisa Gonzalez; and to poet and nonfiction writer Javier Zamora.
"The rigor and fluid beauty of their writing makes us excited for the work to come," Courtney Hodell, Whiting's director of Literary Programs, said in a statement about this year's honorees. 
The awards were established in 1985, with previous winners including Tony Kushner, Mary Karr and Jeffrey Eugenides. The Whitings are designed to "identify exceptional new writers who have yet to make their mark in the literary culture."
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    [image: FILE - Margot Robbie arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party, March 10, 2024, at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, Calif. The ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | FILE - Margot Robbie arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party, March 10, 2024, at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, Calif. The "Barbie" producer and star is making a Monopoly movie, with Hasbro and Lionsgate behind it, the companies announced Wednesday, April 10, at the CinemaCon conference in Las Vegas. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Henry Cavill, a cast member in the upcoming film "The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare," waves to the audience during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Henry Cavill, a cast member in the upcoming film "The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare," discusses the film during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | Henry Cavill, a cast member in the upcoming film "The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare," discusses the film during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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[image: Eli Roth, left, writer/director of the upcoming film "Borderlands," and cast member Ariana Greenblatt walk onstage for the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Eli Roth, left, writer/director of "Borderlands," and cast member Ariana Greenblatt discuss the film during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Eli Roth, left, writer/director of "Borderlands," and cast member Ariana Greenblatt discuss the film during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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[image: Halle Berry, a cast member in the upcoming film "Never Let Go," discusses the film during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Aziz Ansari, a cast member, writer and director of the upcoming film "Good Fortune," discusses the film during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Adam Fogelson, chair of the Lionsgate Motion Picture Group, addresses the audience during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Graham King, producer of the upcoming film "Michael" about the late Michael Jackson, discusses the film during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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    [image: FILE - Margot Robbie arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party, March 10, 2024, at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, Calif. The ]
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[image: Eli Roth, left, writer/director of the upcoming film "Borderlands," and cast member Ariana Greenblatt walk onstage for the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Aziz Ansari, a cast member, writer and director of the upcoming film "Good Fortune," discusses the film during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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[image: Adam Fogelson, chair of the Lionsgate Motion Picture Group, addresses the audience during the Lionsgate presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Margot Robbie has her sights on another toy. The " Barbie " producer and star is making a Monopoly movie, with Hasbro and Lionsgate behind it, the companies announced Wednesday at the CinemaCon conference in Las Vegas. 
Robbie, and her production company LuckyChap, were the ones who got "Barbie" to the finish line after many years in development stagnation. The film topped the box office in 2023 with over $1.4 billion in ticket sales worldwide. And now they'll bring that vision to the classic board game.
Lionsgate is also developing a new "The Blair Witch Project" with the horror experts at Blumhouse, the studio behind "The Purge" and "M3GAN." It will be the first in a multi-year pact between Jason Blum's company and Lionsgate, drawing on the studio's library titles.
The first "Blair Witch" was released in 1999 and became a phenomenon at the box office. It earned $248 million, spawned two sequels and changed the look of many horror movies to follow.

    


"I'm a huge admirer of 'The Blair Witch Project,' which brought the idea of found footage horror to mainstream audiences and became a true cultural phenomenon," Blum said in a statement. "I don't think there would have been a 'Paranormal Activity' had there not first been a 'Blair Witch,' so this feels like a truly special opportunity and I'm excited to see where it leads." 




Lionsgate had a good 2023, with films like "John Wick 4," "The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes" and "Saw X" and is optimistic about its upcoming theatrical releases, including the long-delayed "Borderlands," Eli Roth's adaptation of the popular video game series which is set for an August theatrical release.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Starring Kevin Hart, Cate Blanchett, Jamie Lee Curtis and Ariana Greenblatt, "Borderlands" was first announced in 2015 and wrapped shooting in 2021 but has faced behind- the-scenes issues and delays. But both Roth and Greenblatt were overwhelmingly positive about the experience on stage at Caesar's Palace.

    


"We had the time of our lives making it and I think that audiences are going to love it," Roth said. "It was this crazy, fun, weird, dysfunctional functional family."
Greenblatt, who shot "Borderlands" before "Barbie," took the stage with Roth and said it was the best time she's ever had on a set.
The company also has a new version of "The Crow," directed by "Snow White and the Huntsman" helmer Rupert Sanders and starring Bill Skarsgard and FKA twigs, which will open in theaters on Aug. 23.
Brandon Lee starred in the original film, based on the comic book series and released in 1994. Lee died during its filming after being shot with a prop gun that contained a makeshift bullet instead of blanks. The director of that film, Alex Proyas, has been critical of the idea of remaking it.
Henry Cavill also took the stage to talk about a new "Highlander" movie he's making with "John Wick" director Chad Stahelski, as well as a new Guy Ritchie action pic with Jake Gyllenhaal called "In the Grey" and set for 2025.
Aziz Ansari gave exhibitors a look at his new film "Good Fortune," which he wrote, directed and stars in alongside Keanu Reeves, who plays an angel, and Seth Rogen.

    


"I have to thank all the exhibitors who left the strip club this morning to come to the Lionsgate presentation," Ansari joked.
"Good Fortune" is about a guy who is down on his luck who switches lives with a more successful man, and learns the wrong lesson that money did solve all his problems. Ansari said he wanted to make a comedy for the big screen, specifically.
"It means the world to make a movie that's going to be in theaters," he said.
"Good Fortune" does not yet have a release date.
Fogelson closed the presentation with a look at Antoine Fuqua's Michael Jackson biopic "Michael." Producer Graham King, whose credits include "Bohemian Rhapsody" and "The Departed," took the stage to talk about the movie, which is currently filming.
"I'm looking forward to giving the audience a thrill ride they've never seen before," King said.
He said it was "an inside look into the most prolific artist that ever lived" and promised the movie will "get into all of it" including his public and private life. The movie will include 30 of Jackson's songs and recreations of performances.

    


Jaafar Jackson stars in "Michael," set for April 2025.
Other upcoming Lionsgate films include Ritchie's "The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare," out next week, the Renny Harlin horror film "The Strangers-Chapter 1," in May, the Halle Berry thriller "Never Let Go" in September and "The Best Christmas Pageant Ever" in November. 
The studio is also currently in production on Mel Gibson's Mark Wahlberg-starring action movie "Flight Risk" and finishing the John Wick spinoff "Ballerina," starring Ana de Armas, which will be out next year.
"We're sorry we asked you all to wait another year for it," said Lionsgate's Adam Fogelson. But he did give the audience a first look, teasing the Ballerina's explosive entry into the world, with fire, swords and a Reeves appearance.
"I believe it will be worth waiting for."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cinemacon-monopoly-movie-blair-witch-project-c92223edb54e1fd7565476c911a17c3a
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    [image: FILE - A customer holds the door for a family arriving at Leavitt's Country Bakery, Thursday, April 13, 2023, in Conway, N.H. Residents have passed a public art ordinance after a well-intentioned school art project - a large painting of pastries displayed over a roadside bakery - split the town with a legal battle pitting zoning codes against freedom-of-speech rights (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: FILE - Owner Sean Young poses at Leavitt's Country Bakery, Thursday, April 13, 2023, in Conway, N.H. Residents have passed a public art ordinance after a well-intentioned school art project - a large painting of pastries displayed over a roadside bakery - split the town with a legal battle pitting zoning codes against freedom-of-speech rights (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: FILE - A sign marks the southern border of rural Conway, N.H., Thursday, April 13, 2023. Residents have passed a public art ordinance after a well-intentioned school art project - a large painting of pastries displayed over a roadside bakery - split the town with a legal battle pitting zoning codes against freedom-of-speech rights (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- A New Hampshire town's new ordinance that was pitched as "a path forward" for public artwork hasn't resolved a bakery owner's First Amendment dispute over a large pastry painting, and his lawyer predicts it will only lead to more litigation as town officials become "speech police."
Conway residents passed the ordinance by a vote of 1,277 to 423 during town elections Tuesday, part of a lengthy ballot for budget and spending items and picking government positions, such as selectboard, treasurer, and police commissioner.
The vote came more than a year after the owner of Leavitt's Country Bakery sued the town over a painting by high school students that's displayed across his storefront, showing the sun shining over a mountain range made of sprinkle-covered chocolate and strawberry doughnuts, a blueberry muffin, a cinnamon roll and other pastries. 

    


The zoning board decided that the painting was not so much art as advertising, and so could not remain as is because of its size. At about 90 square feet (8.6 square meters), it's four times bigger than the town's sign code allows. 




The new ordinance requires applicants to meet criteria for art on public and commercial property. It says that while the zoning and planning boards must approve the appropriateness of theme, location, and design before the selectboard considers each proposal, the process should make "no intrusion into the artistic expression or the content of work."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There's no part of writing that where we try to limit any kind of speech," Planning Board Chairperson Benjamin Colbath said at a March 28 meeting. "We did try to carefully write that and certainly took inspiration from what a lot of other communities are doing as well, as well as confirm with counsel on that one."
A lawyer for the bakery had urged voters to reject the ordinance.
"Typically, people get to decide whether to speak or not; they don't have to ask the government 'pretty please' first," Robert Frommer wrote last week in the Conway Daily Sun. 

    


"All commercial property owners would have to get permission before putting up any sort of public art in town," Frommer wrote, and town officials can "deny murals because of what they depict, or who put them up."
Sean Young, the bakery owner, said he was voting NO: "Local officials don't get to play art critic." 
Young sued after town officials told him the painting could stay if it showed actual mountains -- instead of pastries suggesting mountains -- or if the building wasn't a bakery.
Young's lawsuit was paused last year as residents considered revising how the town defines signs, in a way that would have allowed the sign to stay up. But that measure was seen as too broad and complex, and it failed to pass. 
The mural remains in place for now, as his case heads to trial this November. 
Frommer told The Associated Press in an email that the town hasn't said whether the new ordinance will impact Leavitt's mural, "and if Sean wanted to paint a different mural with the high school students at any of his businesses, he would have to jump through the ordinance's unconstitutional hoops." 

    


The town's attorney didn't immediately respond to an emailed request for comment on Wednesday.
When Colbath discussed the ordinance at last month's meeting, he painted it as a way to facilitate more public art in town.
"There was a hole in our ordinance and I wanted to try to make it clear and an easier path forward for community art," he said.
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Angel Studios wants to give audiences the power to decide what movies are made.
The company behind last summer's surprise box office hit, the child trafficking movie " Sound of Freedom," employs a crowdfunding model to finance projects from the ground up. 
"The gatekeeper model is broken, it isn't working for audiences, the creative community or the theater owners either," Angel's distribution head Jared Geesey told an audience of theater owners and exhibitors Wednesday in Las Vegas.
Its biggest hit to date, "Sound of Freedom," earned over $250 million globally and was one of the top 10 films of the year domestically. Angel Studios raised the funds to make it in just a week. When it was in theaters, they introduced a unique "pay-it-forward" model in which ticket buyers could choose to buy tickets for strangers. Company leaders say it resulted in nearly 2 million additional people seeing "Sound of Freedom."

    


In 2023, their first year releasing movies, Angel Studios made over $300 million worldwide. According to its leaders, over 100,000 people from 155 countries have invested nearly $80 million in projects released to date, including last month's "Cabrini."




And Angel is hoping the momentum continues with several new releases coming this year, which they previewed for exhibitors at CinemaCon. On Memorial Day, they'll debut the drama "Sight," starring Greg Kinnear and Terry Chin. It's based on the true story of eye surgeon Dr. Ming Wang, who endeavored to restore a blind child's vision. And on the Fourth of July, they'll have "Possum Trot," executive produced by and starring "Black Panther's" Letitia Wright. "Possum Trot" is also inspired by a true story about 22 families in a small town in East Texas who adopt 77 foster kids.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Also on the slate are "Bonhoeffer," about the anti-Nazi pastor who helped found Confessing Church and later died in a concentration camp, and "Homestead," a post-apocalyptic survival drama starring Neal McDonough, due at Christmas. Finally, there is the animated movie "David," a biblical story, set for Thanksgiving 2025.
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    [image: FILE - Jessica Alba arrives at the third Los Angeles Beverly Arts (LABA) Icon Awards, Friday, Sept. 22, 2023, at the Four Seasons Hotel in Los Angeles. Honest Company founder Jessica Alba is stepping down from the chief creative officer position at the personal care company. Alba, who gained fame as an actress in films like ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Jessica Alba arrives at the third Los Angeles Beverly Arts (LABA) Icon Awards, Friday, Sept. 22, 2023, at the Four Seasons Hotel in Los Angeles. Honest Company founder Jessica Alba is stepping down from the chief creative officer position at the personal care company. Alba, who gained fame as an actress in films like "Sin City" and the "Fantastic Four," will be focusing on new endeavors, Honest said on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, but it didn't provide further details. Alba, will continue to hold a seat on the company's board.(Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        Jessica Alba, who shot to fame in the James Cameron television series "Dark Angel," as well as films such as "Sin City" and the "Fantastic Four," will step down as chief creative officer at Honest Company, a personal care company that she founded. 
Alba will keep a seat on the company board, but Honest said that she will now focus on "new endeavors." 
The actress founded Honest in 2012 after she suffered allergic reactions to baby laundry detergents. The company went public in May 2021, with shares soaring 44% in their stock market debut. 
Sales at Honest Co. have risen steadily, but the company has struggled to turn a profit. Late Thursday, the company put up its first profitable quarter since mid 2021. 
"Honest has been a true labor of love for me - one that showed me what's possible when you infuse purpose into business," Alba said in a prepared statement.
Alba had early starring roles in Nickelodeon's series "The Secret World of Alex Mack," as well as the revival of the 1960s television series "Flipper."
Shares of Honest Co., based in Los Angeles, fell slightly before the opening bell Wednesday. 
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    [image: FILE - Waters flows by, June 3, 2016, after a portion of Texas State Highway 6, west of Cisco, Texas, got completely washed away the previous day by flowing water going over the spillway of Lake Cisco. The Biden administration on Thursday, April 11, 2024, awarded $830 million in grants to fund 80 projects aimed at toughening the nation's aging infrastructure against the harmful impacts of climate change. (Tommy Metthe/The Abilene Reporter-News via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - A driver stops on a mud-covered bridge while deciding whether to drive through flood waters of the Winooski River, July 12, 2023, in Montpelier, Vt. The Biden administration on Thursday, April 11, 2024, awarded $830 million in grants to fund 80 projects aimed at toughening the nation's aging infrastructure against the harmful impacts of climate change. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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[image: FILE - A small tractor clears water from a business as flood waters block a street, July 12, 2023, in Barre, Vt. The Biden administration on Thursday, April 11, 2024, awarded $830 million in grants to fund 80 projects aimed at toughening the nation's aging infrastructure against the harmful impacts of climate change. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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[image: FILE - A pair of waterlogged cars sit abandoned in the road as floodwaters recede in the Sailboat Bend neighborhood of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., April 13, 2023. The Biden administration on Thursday, April 11, 2024, awarded $830 million in grants to fund 80 projects aimed at toughening the nation's aging infrastructure against the harmful impacts of climate change. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: FILE - Waves break on the Cocoa Beach Pier as Tropical Storm Nicole makes its presence felt, Nov. 9, 2022, in Cocoa Beach, Fla. The Biden administration on Thursday, April 11, 2024, awarded $830 million in grants to fund 80 projects aimed at toughening the nation's aging infrastructure against the harmful impacts of climate change. (Ricardo Ramirez/Orlando Sentinel via AP, File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- The Biden administration on Thursday awarded $830 million in grants to fund 80 projects aimed at toughening the nation's aging infrastructure against the harmful impacts of climate change. 
The money is expected to improve bridges, roads, ports, rail, transit and other infrastructure across 37 states, Washington, D.C. and the Virgin Islands, particularly those battered by increasingly frequent extreme weather events brought on by the planet's warming.
The funds come from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law passed in 2021 and add to other funding already flowing to states for similar projects, according to the U.S. Department of Transportation.
It's the latest of many federal efforts to address the negative effects of human-caused climate change. President Joe Biden has earmarked more than $50 billion toward climate-related projects through the infrastructure law and the Inflation Reduction Act. He has emphasized the importance of climate resilience and adaptation as he seeks a second term.

    


"We have seen far too many examples of transportation infrastructure being shut down or damaged by extreme weather, which is more extreme and more frequent in this time of climate change," Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg said in a call with reporters ahead of the announcement. "America's infrastructure was not built for the climate that we have today, and the consequences of this are very real and being felt by people in every part of the country."




He cited events such as the California wildfires, affecting rail in the state, and flooding in New York City, hamstringing the city's critical subway system. Incidents such as this are worsening, as is global heat; March set a new monthly record for the 10th consecutive month.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Not only is this timely, not only is this responsive to the science, not only is this critical, to the communities that will benefit, it's a very high return on investment for public dollars," National Climate Advisor Ali Zaidi said.

    


Among the funding recipients are:
--Golden, Colorado will receive $23.8 million to control flooding in Lena Gulch.
--Cedar Rapids, Iowa will receive $56.4 million to replace the 86-year-old Arc of Justice Bridge, crucial for emergency services in times of extreme flooding.
--Kalamazoo, Michigan will receive nearly $38 million to upgrade stormwater infrastructure.
--The Rhode Island Department of Transportation will receive $750,000 for a coastal management plan.
--The Oglala Sioux Tribe will receive $248,000 for a risk assessment of its transportation infrastructure.
The grants each take one of four forms. 
Planning grants totaling $45 million will be issued for 26 projects. Resilience improvement funds, totaling $621 million, will be granted to 36 recipients for enhancing projects such as drainage, roadways and other upgrades. Ten projects will receive a total of $45 million in community resilience and evacuation grants, and eight projects will share $119 million in coastal infrastructure funding.
___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X, formerly Twitter, @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-climate-investment-resilience-transportation-election-c82199b763a69f582c564e6330192804



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Breaking from routine with a mini sabbatical or 'adult gap year' can be rejuvenating | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Breaking from routine with a mini sabbatical or 'adult gap year' can be rejuvenating

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Husband and wife artist team Annie Galvin, left, and Eric Rewitzer pose with their dog Woody in front of their new 3 Fish Studios art gallery in Amador City, Calif., in 2023. Galvin and Rewitzer moved out of San Francisco to live closer to nature after their sabbatical in France and Ireland. (Eric Rewitzer via AP)]
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[image: Barry Kluczyk, left, poses with his family, Mary Kluczyk, center, and Carrie Kluczyk on a hiking trail in the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge, near Sequim, Wash., in 2021, during a Seattle-based mini sabbatical. (Barry Kluczyk via AP)]
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                                        If you daydream about getting a break from stress, you might picture a restful week of vacation or a long weekend away. But some people opt for something bigger, finding ways to take longer or more varied time away from the routine.
Mini sabbaticals. Adult gap years. Or just gap months. The extended breaks range from quitting a job to taking a leave to just working remotely somewhere new to experience a different lifestyle. It's about stepping out of the expected and recharging.
That's not entirely new, of course, but the pandemic's upheaval of work life caused more people to question whether they really wanted to work the way they had.
Barry Kluczyk, a public relations professional who lives in suburban Detroit, had long wanted to spend more time in Seattle. But it wasn't until COVID pushed him to fully remote work that he felt able to spend a month there, along with his wife and daughter.

    


"I wish we could have done it sooner," he said.
The Kluczyks liked it so much they went the opposite direction in 2022 for another mini sabbatical, in Portland, Maine.
AVOIDING BURNOUT
More companies are offering breaks as a low-cost way to address employee exhaustion, said Kira Schrabram, assistant professor of management and organization at the University of Washington. She is among leaders of the Sabbatical Project, which aims to create "a more humane relationship with work" by encouraging extended leaves.




"Companies are starting to realize burnout is an issue," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

American attitudes toward taking time off are very different from European ones, which tend to put more value on vacation time and rest, said Schrabram, who is German.
BETWEEN JOBS
Roshida Dowe took advantage of the time she suddenly had when she got laid off. She wanted a break before looking for her next position, and was struck by how many people asked how she could take time away to travel. So she decided to hang out her shingle as a career-break coach.

    


Dowe partnered with Stephanie Perry to launch ExodUS Summit, a virtual conference and community for Black women "interested in developing your Location Freedom, Financial Freedom and/or Time Freedom plan." They bring in experts to talk about practical issues surrounding extended travel, like finances, safety and health care, and more philosophical topics like the value of rest and breaking free of intergenerational trauma.
"When I coach women who are looking to take a sabbatical, the main thing they're looking for is permission," said Dowe, who moved to Mexico City as part of her reinvention.
She said it's powerful to showcase women taking extended travel because, "A lot of us aren't open to possibilities we haven't been shown before."
Perry experienced that herself when she took a vacation to Brazil in 2014 and met people staying in her hostel who were traveling for months, not days.
"I thought for sure people who traveled long term were all trust fund babies," Perry said. She researched budget travel and found people making it work on $40 a day.
DOLLARS AND CENTS
Cost is a common obstacle for people considering a break. There are creative ways around that, Perry said.

    


"Housesitting is the reason I can work very little and travel a lot," she said. She teaches an online class for travelers interested in getting started as a housesitter.
Alternatively, websites like HomeExchange, Homelink and Holiday Swap connect travelers who would like to trade homes.
Ashley Graham took a break from her work at a non-profit in Washington, D.C., and planned a road trip through the South. She visited friends along the way who could give her a free place to stay.
"It was a great way to connect with my past life," said Graham, who subsequently relocated to New Orleans after loving the city during her sabbatical tour.
ONE TIME, OR A WAY OF LIFE
Eric Rewitzer and Annie Galvin put two employees in charge of their 3 Fish Studios art gallery in San Francisco to spend the summer in France and Ireland.
"It was terrifying," said Rewitzer, who described himself as having been a workaholic and control freak. "It was a huge exercise in trust."

    


When they returned to San Francisco, Rewitzer saw his hometown differently. He felt his life had been out of balance, too much work and too little time in nature.
That shift in perspective led the couple to buy what they thought would be a weekend home in the Sierra Nevada mountains. It turned into their full-time home when they shut down their gallery during the pandemic. Now they're considering getting a studio space in San Francisco again.
"It all comes back to that same place of being willing to take chances," Rewitzer said.
For Gregory Du Bois, one break from college to be a ski bum in Vail, Colorado, set him on a path of taking mini sabbaticals throughout his corporate IT career. Each time he took a new job, he negotiated for extended time off, explaining to his managers that to perform at his best, he needed breaks to recharge.

    


"It's such a way of life that I almost don't think of it as sabbaticals," said Du Bois, now retired from tech and working as a life coach based in Sedona, Arizona. "For me, it's a spiritual regeneration."
---
Colleen Newvine is the product manager of the AP Stylebook at The Associated Press. She is the author of "Your Mini Sabbatical." She and her husband have lived temporarily in New Orleans, San Francisco and three small beach towns on Costa Rica's Nicoya Peninsula, among other mini sabbatical locales.
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    [image: FILE - In this March 27, 2019, file photo, a woman receives a measles, mumps and rubella vaccine at the Rockland County Health Department in Pomona, N.Y. Measles outbreaks in the U.S. and abroad are raising health experts' concern about the preventable, once-common childhood virus. The CDC on Thursday, April 11, 2024 released a report on recent measles case trends, noting that cases in the first three months of this year were 17 times higher than the average number seen in the first three months of the previous three years. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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[image: This undated image made available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Feb. 4, 2015 shows an electron microscope image of a measles virus particle, center. Measles outbreaks in the U.S. and abroad are raising health experts' concern about the preventable, once-common childhood virus. The CDC on Thursday, April 11, 2024 released a report on recent measles case trends, noting that cases in the first three months of this year were 17 times higher than the average number seen in the first three months of the previous three years. (Cynthia Goldsmith/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention via AP)]
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                                        Measles outbreaks in the U.S. and abroad are raising health experts' concern about the preventable, once-common childhood virus.
One of the world's most contagious diseases, measles can lead to potentially serious complications. The best defense, according to experts? Get vaccinated.
Here's what to know about the year -- so far -- in measles. 
How many measles cases has the U.S. seen this year?
Nationwide, measles cases already are nearly double the total for all of last year. 
The U.S. Centers of Disease Control and Prevention documented 113 cases as of April 5. There have been seven outbreaks and most of U.S. cases -- 73% -- are linked to those flare-ups.
Still, the count is lower than some recent years: 2014 saw 667 cases and 2019 had 1,274.
Why is this a big deal?
The 2019 measles epidemic was the worst in almost three decades, and threatened the United States' status as a country that has eliminated measles by stopping the continual spread of the measles virus.

    


The CDC on Thursday released a report on recent measles case trends, noting that cases in the first three months of this year were 17 times higher than the average number seen in the first three months of the previous three years.




While health officials seem to be doing a good job detecting and responding to outbreaks, "the rapid increase in the number of reported measles cases during the first quarter of 2024 represents a renewed threat to elimination," the report's authors said.
Where is measles coming from? 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The disease is still common in many parts of the world, and measles reaches the U.S. through unvaccinated travelers. 
According to Thursday's report, most of the recent importations involved unvaccinated Americans who got infected in the Middle East and Africa and brought measles back to the U.S.
Where were this year's U.S. measles outbreaks?
Health officials confirmed measles cases in 17 states so far this year, including cases in New York City, Philadelphia and Chicago.
More than half of this year's cases come from the Chicago outbreak, where 61 people have contracted the virus as of Thursday, largely among people who lived in a migrant shelter.

    


How does measles spread?
Measles is highly contagious. It spreads when people who have it breathe, cough or sneeze and through contaminated surfaces. It also can linger in the air for two hours.
Up to 9 out of 10 people who are susceptible will get the virus if exposed, according to the CDC.
Measles used to be common among kids. How bad was it?
Before a vaccine became available in 1963, there were some 3 million to 4 million cases per year, which meant nearly all American kids had it sometime during childhood, according to the CDC. Most recovered. 
But measles can be much more than an uncomfortable rash, said Susan Hassig, an infectious disease researcher at Tulane University.
"I think that people need to remember that this is a preventable disease," Hassig said. "It is a potentially dangerous disease for their children."
In the decade before the vaccine was available, 48,000 people were hospitalized per year. About 1,000 people developed dangerous brain inflammation from measles each year, and 400 to 500 died, according to the CDC.
Is the measles vaccine safe? Where do vaccination rates stand?
The measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine is safe and effective. It is a routine and recommended childhood vaccine that is split into two doses.

    


Research shows it takes a very high vaccination rate to prevent measles from spreading: 95% of the population should have immunity against the virus. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, national vaccination rates for kindergartners fell to 93% and remain there. Many pockets of the country have far lower rates than that. The drop is driven in part by record numbers of kids getting waivers.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- A convicted murderer who was released early from a Texas prison in 1993 and now faces two new murder charges offered Thursday to enter a plea and return to prison for 50 years in exchange for avoiding going to trial and facing a possible death sentence -- an offer that victims' families urged prosecutors to reject.
Raul Meza Jr., 63, served about a decade in prison for killing an 8-year-old girl before he was released. He was charged last year with two other killings that happened in 2019 and 2023, and investigators have said they are looking into as many as a 10 other unsolved cases that they think might be connected to Meza.
During a pretrial hearing Thursday, Travis County prosecutors said they had just received the plea offer from Meza's attorney and hadn't had time yet to evaluate it. It wasn't immediately clear whether the offer was for Meza to plead guilty or to enter some other form of plea, such as no contest. His lawyer, Russ Hunt, didn't immediately respond to a call or email seeking further details.

    


After the hearing, victims' family members speaking to reporters urged prosecutors to reject the offer.




Meza's original 1982 conviction and 30-year prison sentence were the result of a plea deal. He was released early after receiving credit for good time. 
"It just brought me back to what my parents had to go through when we were children," said Tracy Page, whose sister Kendra Page was strangled and sexually assaulted by Meza in 1982. "It's like he's dictating what he wants. ... To me, in my heart, I want (him) to go to the death penalty."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hunt said the offer of 50 years on each murder charge, to be served concurrently, would effectively mean he'd be in prison for life. By law, Meza would be eligible for parole in 30 years, at age 93.
"Mr. Meza would like to avoid a trial and all the trouble and emotional turmoil it brings to everyone involved in the case, including the families of the victims," Hunt said.

    


Meza's early release from prison in 1993 caused an uproar throughout Texas and he was met by protesters at nearly every turn. Picketers drove him out of six cities, sometimes with threats of violence.
"In my heart, I know that I will not willfully bring harm to anyone,'' Meza said during an August 1993 news conference after he had been driven out of communities.
Austin police said Meza called them last May and confessed to killing his 80-year-old roommate, Jesse Fraga, days earlier, and implicated himself in the 2019 sexual assault and killing of Gloria Lofton. Meza was carrying a backpack containing zip ties, a flashlight, duct tape and a .22 caliber pistol with extra rounds when he was arrested, police said.
Meza has been charged with capital murder in Lofton's killing, which could result in him being sentenced to death or life without the possibility of parole if he's convicted. He was indicted on a murder charge in Fraga's death, which could result in a life term.
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    [image: FILE - Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks with reporters at the U.S. Capitol, March 7, 2024, in Washington. Prosecutors say the man accused of starting a fire outside Sen. Sanders' Vermont office has had past brushes with the law involving guns and a history of traveling from place to place. According to an affidavit, 35-year-old Shant Michael Soghomonian threw liquid at the bottom of the door that opens into Sanders' third-floor office in Burlington and set it on fire with a lighter last Friday. Seven employees working in the office at the time were unharmed and able to evacuate. Soghomonian was scheduled for a detention hearing on Thursday, April 11. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, file)]
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                                        The man accused of starting a fire outside U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders' Vermont office a week ago has had past brushes with the law involving guns and a history of traveling from place to place, prosecutors say in court filings arguing that he should remain detained. 
Security video shows Shant Michael Soghomonian throwing liquid at the bottom of a door opening into Sanders' third-floor office in Burlington and setting it on fire with a lighter last Friday, according to an affidavit filed by a special agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 
Seven employees working in the office at the time were unharmed and able to evacuate. The building's interior suffered some damage from the fire and water sprinklers. Sanders, an independent, was not in the office at the time. 
Soghomonian, 35, who was previously from Northridge, California, had been staying at a South Burlington hotel for nearly two months and was spotted outside Sanders' office the day before and the day of the fire, according to the special agent's report. 

    


He is facing a charge of maliciously damaging by means of fire a building used in interstate commerce and as a place of activity affecting interstate commerce. Soghomonian is currently in custody. He was scheduled for a detention hearing on Thursday but it was postponed until next week. The Associated Press left a telephone message seeking comment with his public defender.




Prosecutors argue that Soghomonian is a danger to the community and a flight risk and should remain detained.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The risk to the structure and the lives of the building's occupants was substantial, showing the defendant's disregard for the safety of the building's occupants and the community at large," Assistant U.S. Attorney Matthew Lasher wrote in his court petition. "The defendant then fled the area to avoid detection and apprehension."

    


In August, Illinois State Police who had stopped Soghomonian for a possible traffic violation seized an AK-47 rifle and two magazines from his vehicle, along with 11.5 grams of cannabis and a book titled "How to Blow up a Pipeline," prosecutors say. The book makes "an impassioned call for the climate movement to escalate its tactics in the face of ecological collapse." 
During the traffic stop, Soghomonian produced an invalid Oregon driver's license, prosecutors say. He told police he was traveling to the West Coast. In August alone, his vehicle had been in New York, then Illinois, California and Pennsylvania, Lasher wrote in his petition. 
When Soghomonian was in his mid-teens, he was detained for an assault with a firearm in Glendale, California, in 2005, according to prosecutors, who say the case appears to have been later dismissed.
"In other words, defendant has a history of itinerancy, firearms possession, and lack of candor with law enforcement, all exacerbating his risk of flight," Lasher wrote.
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    [image: FILE - University of Southern California runningback O.J. Simpson (32)runs against Notre Dame Notre Dame in the first half of an NCAA college football game in South Bend, ind., Oct. 14, 1967. and picks up a few yards in their intersectional football game, Oct. 14, 1967 in South Bend, Indiana. Blocking for USC are Bob Miller (86), Mike Taylor (74), and Dan Scott (38). O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but was found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. The family announced on Simpson's official X account that he died Wednesday, April 10, 2024, of prostate cancer.(AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern Cal's O.J. Simpson poses with the Heisman Trophy at New York's Downtown Athletic Club, Dec. 5, 1968. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | FILE - Southern Cal's O.J. Simpson poses with the Heisman Trophy at New York's Downtown Athletic Club, Dec. 5, 1968. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Buffalo Bills running back O.J. Simpson leaves the New York Jets defense behind as he breaks loose for a touchdown in the second quarter of the Bills 34-14 win at Shea Stadium in New York, Dec. 16, 1973. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Buffalo Bills runningback O.J. Simpson (32) runs over some teammates as he latches onto Joe DeLamielleurs (68) during an NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Rich Stadium in Buffalo, N.Y., Sept. 3, 1977. Buccaneers Council Rudolph (78) follows at right. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - San Francisco 49ers running back O.J. Simpson is escorted from the field by police after the final NFL football game of his career, Dec. 16, 1979, against in the Atlanta Falcons at Atlanta Fulton County Stadium in Atlanta, Ga. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson checks out the bronze bust of himself after his induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame Saturday, Aug. 3, 1985 in Canton, Ohio. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but was found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. The family announced on Simpson's official X account that he died Wednesday, April 10, 2024, of prostate cancer. (AP Photo/Ernie Mastroianni, File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson and his wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, arrive for the opening of the Harley-Davidson Cafe in New York on Oct. 19, 1993. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Paul Hurschmann, File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson wears gloves as he stands with his wife Nicole on the sidelines of Texas Stadium in Irving, Texas, during the Thanksgiving Day NFL football game between the Dallas Cowboys and the Miami Dolphins on Nov. 24, 1993. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Ron Heflin, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this June 21, 1995 file photo, O.J. Simpson holds up his hands before the jury after putting on a new pair of gloves similar to the infamous bloody gloves during his double-murder trial in Los Angeles. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Vince Bucci/Pool Photo via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | FILE - In this June 21, 1995 file photo, O.J. Simpson holds up his hands before the jury after putting on a new pair of gloves similar to the infamous bloody gloves during his double-murder trial in Los Angeles. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Vince Bucci/Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - In this Oct. 3, 1995 file photo, attorney Johnnie Cochran Jr. holds O.J. Simpson as the not guilty verdict is read in a Los Angeles courtroom during his trial in Los Angeles. Defense attorneys F. Lee Bailey, left, Robert Kardashian look on. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Myung J. Chun/Los Angeles Daily News via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this May 14, 2013, file photo, O.J. Simpson sits during a break on the second day of an evidentiary hearing in Clark County District Court in Las Vegas. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Ethan Miller, Pool, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | FILE - In this May 14, 2013, file photo, O.J. Simpson sits during a break on the second day of an evidentiary hearing in Clark County District Court in Las Vegas. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Ethan Miller, Pool, File)
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    [image: FILE - University of Southern California runningback O.J. Simpson (32)runs against Notre Dame Notre Dame in the first half of an NCAA college football game in South Bend, ind., Oct. 14, 1967. and picks up a few yards in their intersectional football game, Oct. 14, 1967 in South Bend, Indiana. Blocking for USC are Bob Miller (86), Mike Taylor (74), and Dan Scott (38). O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but was found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. The family announced on Simpson's official X account that he died Wednesday, April 10, 2024, of prostate cancer.(AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern Cal's O.J. Simpson poses with the Heisman Trophy at New York's Downtown Athletic Club, Dec. 5, 1968. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 11
FILE - Southern Cal's O.J. Simpson poses with the Heisman Trophy at New York's Downtown Athletic Club, Dec. 5, 1968. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Buffalo Bills running back O.J. Simpson leaves the New York Jets defense behind as he breaks loose for a touchdown in the second quarter of the Bills 34-14 win at Shea Stadium in New York, Dec. 16, 1973. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | FILE - Buffalo Bills running back O.J. Simpson leaves the New York Jets defense behind as he breaks loose for a touchdown in the second quarter of the Bills 34-14 win at Shea Stadium in New York, Dec. 16, 1973. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11
FILE - Buffalo Bills running back O.J. Simpson leaves the New York Jets defense behind as he breaks loose for a touchdown in the second quarter of the Bills 34-14 win at Shea Stadium in New York, Dec. 16, 1973. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Buffalo Bills runningback O.J. Simpson (32) runs over some teammates as he latches onto Joe DeLamielleurs (68) during an NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Rich Stadium in Buffalo, N.Y., Sept. 3, 1977. Buccaneers Council Rudolph (78) follows at right. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: FILE - San Francisco 49ers running back O.J. Simpson is escorted from the field by police after the final NFL football game of his career, Dec. 16, 1979, against in the Atlanta Falcons at Atlanta Fulton County Stadium in Atlanta, Ga. O.J. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. Simpson's attorney confirmed to TMZ he died Wednesday night, April 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson and his wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, arrive for the opening of the Harley-Davidson Cafe in New York on Oct. 19, 1993. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Paul Hurschmann, File)]
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[image: FILE - O.J. Simpson wears gloves as he stands with his wife Nicole on the sidelines of Texas Stadium in Irving, Texas, during the Thanksgiving Day NFL football game between the Dallas Cowboys and the Miami Dolphins on Nov. 24, 1993. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Ron Heflin, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this June 21, 1995 file photo, O.J. Simpson holds up his hands before the jury after putting on a new pair of gloves similar to the infamous bloody gloves during his double-murder trial in Los Angeles. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Vince Bucci/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Oct. 3, 1995 file photo, attorney Johnnie Cochran Jr. holds O.J. Simpson as the not guilty verdict is read in a Los Angeles courtroom during his trial in Los Angeles. Defense attorneys F. Lee Bailey, left, Robert Kardashian look on. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (Myung J. Chun/Los Angeles Daily News via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this May 14, 2013, file photo, O.J. Simpson sits during a break on the second day of an evidentiary hearing in Clark County District Court in Las Vegas. Simpson, the decorated football superstar and Hollywood actor who was acquitted of charges he killed his former wife and her friend but later found liable in a separate civil trial, has died. He was 76. (AP Photo/Ethan Miller, Pool, File)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- O.J. Simpson's story represents one of the most dramatic falls from grace in the history of American pop culture.
A beloved football hero in the 1960s and '70s, he transitioned effortlessly to movie star, sports commentator and TV pitchman -- roles he kept until the 1994 killings of his ex-wife and her friend. A jury acquitted him, but many still believe he was responsible for the grisly slayings.
Here's a timeline of major events in the life of Simpson, who died Wednesday at age 76 after battling prostate cancer. 
 -- 1967: Leads all college running backs in rushing in his first season at the University of Southern California.
-- 1968: Wins the Heisman Trophy, college football's top honor.
-- 1969: Picked first in the pro draft, he spends the next nine seasons with the Buffalo Bills.
-- 1973: Becomes the first NFL player to rush for 2,000 or more yards (2,003) in a season.

    


-- 1979: Retires, having rushed for 11,236 yards, second-most in NFL history at the time.
-- 1985: Inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.
-- 1988: After appearing in TV shows and commercials since the late 1960s, co-stars in the first of the "Naked Gun" crime comedies, perhaps his most popular role.




-- 1992: Nicole Brown Simpson files for divorce after seven years of marriage. It becomes final Oct. 15.
-- June 12, 1994: Nicole Simpson and a friend, Ronald Goldman, are stabbed to death outside her Los Angeles home.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- June 17, 1994: Ordered to surrender, Simpson flees instead in a white Ford Bronco, leading police on a nationally televised slow-speed chase across California freeways.
-- June 1995: During the murder trial, a prosecutor asks him to put on a pair of gloves believed worn by the killer. They appear too small, and defense attorney Johnnie Cochran tells jurors: "If it doesn't fit, you must acquit."
-- Oct. 3, 1995: Simpson is acquitted.
-- February 1997: The jury hearing a civil suit finds Simpson liable for the deaths and orders him to pay the victims' families $33.5 million.

    


-- July 2007: A federal bankruptcy judge awards to Goldman's family the rights to a book written as a first-person account in which Simpson discusses how he could have committed the murders. The family renames the book "(If) I Did It: Confessions of the Killer."
-- September 2007: Confronts two sports-memorabilia dealers in a Las Vegas hotel room, angrily telling them that most of what they're planning to sell is rightfully his.
-- October 2008: Found guilty, along with co-defendant Clarence "C.J." Stewart, of kidnapping, armed robbery, assault with a deadly weapon, burglary and conspiracy; four other accomplices took plea deals and received probation.
-- December 2008: Sentenced to nine to 33 years and sent to Lovelock Correctional Center in northern Nevada.
-- October 2010: Is denied an appeal by the Nevada Supreme Court. Stewart is granted a new trial, takes a plea deal and is released.
-- July 2013: Asks the Nevada Parole Board for leniency, saying he has tried to be a model prisoner. He wins parole on some convictions but is left with at least four more years to serve.

    


-- July 2017: Is unanimously granted parole by a board that cites the low risk he might commit another crime, his community support and a release plan that includes moving to Florida, where he has family.
-- October 2017: Is released from Lovelock Correctional after serving nine years for the botched hotel-room heist.
-- January 2018: Dodges an effort to force him to turn over cash from signing autographs to satisfy the $70 million-plus civil judgment for the killings.
-- March 2018: Fox TV invites viewers "inside" Simpson's head by airing a previously unseen 2006 interview in which he theorizes about what happened the night his ex-wife was murdered. The broadcast includes his fictionalized "lost confession" to the killings.
-- June 2019: Says he's happy and healthy in Las Vegas 25 years after the killings. "Life is fine," Simpson told The Associated Press, adding that he and his children "don't need to go back and relive the worst day of our lives." 

    


-- April 2021: Settles his lawsuit claiming The Cosmopolitan's workers defamed him by telling a celebrity news site that he had been banned for being drunk and disruptive. Attorneys for the hotel-casino said his reputation was already too tarnished.
-- December 2021: Granted good behavior credits, he's discharged from parole.
-- May 2023: Announces that he has undergone chemotherapy for cancer. 
-- February 2024: Denies entering hospice care, saying he was hosting friends at a Super Bowl party and that "all is well." 
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    [image: American flags hang from the front the New York Stock Exchange, right, on Thursday, April 11, 2024 in New York. Shares in Europe and Asia are mostly lower after U.S. stocks fell following another release of hotter than expected inflation data. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are drifting Thursday, a day after tumbling on worries that interest rates may stay high for a while.
The S&P 500 rose 0.2% in afternoon trading, coming off a slide of 0.9%. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 138 points, or 0.3%, as of 1:01 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 0.7% higher.
In the bond market, which has been driving much of Wall Street's action, Treasury yields were mixed and maintaining pressure on the stock market. They eased early in the morning and then recovered following a mixed batch of data on the U.S. economy and speculation about when the European Central Bank may cut interest rates. It held its main rate steady after a meeting in Germany.
When or whether the Federal Reserve will deliver the cuts to interest rates in the United States that traders are craving has been one of the main questions dominating Wall Street. After coming into the year forecasting at least six cuts to rates, traders have since drastically scaled back their expectations. A string of hotter - than - expected -reports on inflation and the economy has raised fears that last year's progress on inflation has stalled. Many traders are now expecting just two cuts in 2024, with some discussing the possibility of zero.

    


A report on Thursday morning showed inflation at the wholesale level was a touch lower last month than economists expected. That's encouraging, but it also showed underlying trends for inflation were closer to forecasts or just above. Those numbers strip out the effects of fuel and some other prices that are notoriously jumpy, and economists say they can give a better idea of where inflation is heading.




The update doesn't offset Wednesday's disappointingly high report on inflation at the U.S. consumer level, "but it may ease investor nerves, at least in the short term," said Chris Larkin, managing director, trading and investing, at E-Trade from Morgan Stanley.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A separate report said fewer U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week. It's the latest signal that the job market remains remarkably solid despite high interest rates.

    


The growing worry is that stubbornly high inflation will tie the hands of the Federal Reserve, which had hinted it may cut rates three times during 2024. The Federal Reserve has been holding its main interest rate at the highest level since 2001 in hopes of grinding down enough on the economy and investments prices to get high inflation under control. The fear is that rates held too high for too long can cause a recession.
In fact, some investors are now warning that any cuts to rates by the Fed could be seen as a red flag more than anything. They may arrive only if the economy and job market are weakening enough to require an extra push for the economy.
All this is coming at a time when critics had already been calling the U.S. stock market too expensive following its leap of more than 20% since Halloween. For stock prices to look more reasonable, without requiring sharp drops, either interest rates would need to fall or corporate profits would need to strengthen.

    


Earnings reporting season is just underway, as companies tell investors how much they earned during the first three months of the year. Analysts are broadly expecting S&P 500 companies to report a third straight quarter of growth, according to FactSet.
The reasons for profit growth underneath the surface may be changing, according to Bank of America strategists. After earlier banking on cost cuts and other moves to wring more profit out of each $1 in revenue, the next leg of the earnings upcycle will be led by stronger sales, Ohsung Kwon and Savita Subramanian wrote in a BofA Global Research report. 
CarMax dropped to one of the largest losses in the S&P 500 after it reported weaker profit for its latest quarter than analysts expected. Higher interest rates on car loans are making the business tougher, along with tightened lending standards and low consumer confidence. Its stock skidded 11.5%. 

    


Fastenal fell 6%. The distributor of fasteners and other industrial and construction supplies reported profit and revenue for the first quarter that fell just shy of analysts' expectations. 
On the winning end of Wall Street was Rent the Runway, which more than doubled after reporting slightly better revenue for its latest quarter than expected. The company, which allows customers to rent designer clothes, also said it expects to break even on a cash-flow basis this upcoming fiscal year. Its stock soared 134%.
Constellation Brands rose 2.3% after it reported stronger profit than expected for the three months through February. It cited solid growth for its Modelo Especial beer brand. It also gave a forecast for earnings this upcoming fiscal year that topped Wall Street's expectations. 
Alpine Immune Sciences soared 36.9% after Vertex Pharmaceuticals agreed to buy the biotechnology company for $4.9 billion in cash. Vertex added 0.4%

    


In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 4.57% from 4.55% late Wednesday. The two-year yield, which more closely tracks expectations for Fed action, fell to 4.95% from 4.97%.
In stock markets abroad, indexes fell modestly across Europe. Stocks were mixed in Asia, where South Korea's Kospi edged up by 0.1% after the ruling conservative party suffered a crushing defeat in a parliamentary election. 
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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    [image: FILE - Hasidic Jewish students observe as law enforcement establishes a perimeter around a breached wall in the synagogue that led to a tunnel dug by students, Jan. 8, 2024, in New York. Thirteen members of the Hasidic Jewish community pleaded not guilty Wednesday, April 10, to charges stemming from their alleged role in a dispute over an illegal tunnel built beneath a historic Brooklyn synagogue. (Bruce Schaff via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Hasidic Jewish students sit behind a breach in the wall of a synagogue that led to a tunnel dug by the students, Jan. 8, 2024, in New York. Thirteen members of the Hasidic Jewish community pleaded not guilty Wednesday, April 10, to charges stemming from their alleged role in a dispute over an illegal tunnel built beneath a historic Brooklyn synagogue. (Bruce Schaff via AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Thirteen members of the Hasidic Jewish community pleaded not guilty Wednesday to charges stemming from their alleged role in a dispute over an illegal tunnel built beneath a historic Brooklyn synagogue. 
The defendants, many of them international students from Israel, appeared in Brooklyn court Wednesday on charges of reckless endangerment, criminal mischief and obstruction of governmental administration. They were issued a limited protection order that bars them from making any excavations or alterations to the building. They also cannot be in contact with a local rabbi.
Prosecutors say the defendants -- who ranged in age from 19 to 26 -- were involved in a Jan. 8 melee in the basement of the global headquarters of Chabad-Lubavitch, a movement of Orthodox Judaism. The dispute erupted after the discovery of an underground passage connecting four buildings within the famed Jewish complex. 

    


Proponents of the tunnel said they were carrying out the wishes of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the former Chabad leader and one of Judaism's most influential leaders, who spoke of expanding the densely-backed worship space before his death in 1994. Some members of the Chabad community believe Schneerson is still alive and that he is the messiah. 




When Chabad leaders moved to seal the tunnel, characterizing it as a rogue act of vandalism, a group of young men fought back, ripping the wooden siding off the synagogue and refusing to leave the dusty passage. Their protest escalated as police arrived, leading to a chaotic scuffle and more than $1,500 in property damage, according to court papers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

None of the men who were charged in the brawl were accused of digging the passage, which authorities described as a linear tunnel that was 60 foot (18.3 meters) long and 8 foot (2.4 meters) wide. In addition to the 13 people who pleaded not guilty on Wednesday, four others are expected to face charges when they return from Israel in the coming weeks. 

    


An investigation by the Department of Buildings found the tunnel, which has since been filled with concrete, compromised the stability of several structures surrounding the religious complex, leading to vacate orders at four buildings. 
A two-story building adjacent to the synagogue remains subject to a vacate order due to the removal of fire separating materials, according to a spokesperson for the buildings department. 
An attorney for the defendants, Levi Huebner, did not respond to a request for comment Thursday. He previously said his clients were suffering from "a combination of a little naivety and misintended good thoughts."
Rabbi Motti Seligson, a spokesperson for the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, said in a text message: "We pray that they see the error of their ways and atone for the harm that they have caused."
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                                        Four railroads have asked federal appeals courts to throw out a new rule that would require two-person train crews in most circumstances, saying the mandate is arbitrary, capricious and an illegal abuse of discretion.
The identical challenges of the Federal Railroad Administration's rule were all filed this week in different appellate courts on behalf of Union Pacific, BNSF and two short line railroads -- the Indiana Railroad and Florida East Coast Railway.
The new federal requirement, announced last week, was a milestone in organized labor's long fight to preserve the practice and came amid increasing scrutiny into railroad safety, especially in the wake of the fiery February 2023 derailment in eastern Ohio.
Most of those railroads didn't immediately offer additional explanation for why they don't like the rule, but the industry has long opposed such a regulation and the Association of American Railroads trade group said last week that the rule was unfounded and not supported by safety data. The Indiana Railroad -- like many short lines across the country -- already operates with one-person crews, but the major freight railroads all have two-person crews that their union contracts require.

    


Union Pacific said in a statement that "this rule, which lacks any data showing two people in a cab are safer than one, hinders our ability to compete in a world where technology is changing the transportation industry and prevents us from preparing our workforce for jobs of the future."




BNSF deferred comment to AAR, and the two smaller railroads didn't immediately respond to messages Thursday morning.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The regulators who announced the rule last Tuesday and the unions that have lobbied for the policy for years all argue there are clear safety benefits to having two people in the cab of locomotives to help operate the train because they can keep each other alert and the conductor can respond immediately to any problems they encounter, including serving as the initial first-responder to a derailment.

    


Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg has said the need to improve railroad safety was made glaringly clear last year when a Norfolk Southern train derailed on the outskirts of a town on the Ohio-Pennsylvania border and spilled an assortment of hazardous chemicals that caught fire. That East Palestine derailment inspired calls for reform that have stalled in Congress.
But Buttigieg and the Federal Railroad Administration declined to comment Thursday on the legal challenges to the new rule that is set to take effect in early June.
Railroads have long argued that the size of train crews should be determined by contract talks, not regulators or lawmakers, because they maintain there isn't enough data to show that two-person crews are safer. Current safety stats can't show how safe one-person crews are because all the major railroads have two-person crews now.
The new rule does include an exception that would allow short line railroads to continue operating with one-person crews if they have been doing it for more than two years and have a plan to ensure safety. But the rule would make it difficult for any railroads to cut their crews down to one person.

    


The railroads have often challenged states when they tried to require two-person crews, so it's not a surprise that they went to court over this new federal rule.
The major freight railroads have argued that automatic braking systems that are designed to prevent collisions have made the second person in the locomotive cab unnecessary, and they believe a conductor based in a truck could adequately respond to any train problems. Plus, they say taking that conductor off of the train would improve their quality of life because he or she would no longer have to work unpredictable hours on the road.
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A fight broke out in a New Orleans courtroom Thursday after a man pleaded guilty to murdering his three children in an arson house fire last year.
New Orleans news outlets report that Joseph Washington had pleaded guilty to first-degree murder when he was attacked by a woman related to the children. 
Other relatives joined in the attack before deputies restored order. One arrest was reported. 
Washington's plea came after prosecutors agreed not to seek the death penalty in the case, meaning Washington will spend the rest of his life in prison. 
Washington set fire to his ex-wife's house in October in what police chief Anne Kirkpatrick called a "horrific" act of domestic violence. Police said the fire killed a 3-year-old boy, a 5-year-old girl and an 8-year-old boy. 
Police said the children's mother had called 911 saying the children's father planned to burn the house down. The mother was not at home at the time. Moments later, the fire was reported.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Shop for a home now or hold out for the possibility of lower mortgage rates? That question is confronting many home shoppers this spring homebuying season.
Lower rates give home shoppers more financial breathing room, so holding out for a more attractive rate can make a big difference, especially for first-time homebuyers who often struggle to find an affordable home.
However, there's a potential downside to waiting. Lower rates can attract more prospective homebuyers, heating up the market and driving up prices.
Acting now would likely saddle a buyer with a rate of around 6.9% on a 30-year mortgage. In late October, the rate surged to a 23-year high of nearly 8%, according to mortgage buyer Freddie Mac. Economists generally expect the average rate on a 30-year mortgage to decline later in the year. 
"If mortgage rates do in fact drop as expected, I would expect there to be more competition from increased demand, so that's one reason to potentially act now," said Danielle Hale, chief economist at Realtor.com. "And then those buyers, if mortgage rates do fall, would presumably have an opportunity to refinance."

    


Gagan Hegde, a software engineer in Durham, North Carolina, is leaning toward the proactive approach as he looks to buy his first home.




Hegde, 29, worries that delaying his search would eventually put him up against others also looking for lower rates in a market that's already plenty competitive.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Just recently, he matched the $450,000 list price on a townhome, but another buyer offered more than what the seller was asking.
Rather than dwell too much on mortgage rates, he's now focusing on finding a three-bedroom, three-bath home he can afford. Once rates fall, he'll look to refinance.
"I'm just completely being agnostic to the financing prices because I think if you start paying too much attention to it, there's no clear answer," he said.

    


The rock-bottom mortgage rates that fueled a buying frenzy in 2021 and early 2022 are long gone. While an average rate on a 30-year home loan of just under 7% is not far from the historical average, that's little consolation to homebuyers who, prior to the last couple of years, hadn't seen average rates this high going back nearly two decades.
Combined with a nearly 44% increase in the national median sale price of previously occupied homes between 2019 and 2023, elevated mortgage rates have made buying a home less affordable for many Americans.
A recent analysis by Redfin found that the typical U.S. household earns about $30,000 less than the $113,520 a year it needs to afford a median-priced U.S. home, which the company estimated was $412,778 in February. Redfin defines a home as affordable if the buyer spends no more than 30% of their income on their monthly housing payment. The analysis factored in a 15% down payment and the average rate on a 30-year loan in February, which was around 6.8%.
Lower mortgage rates would boost homebuyers' purchasing power. Financing a $400,000 home with a 30-year mortgage with a fixed rate at last week's average of 6.82% works out to about $215 more a month than if the rate was at 6%, for example. Monthly payments on the same loan two years ago, when the mortgage rate averaged 4.72%, would be $534 less.

    


Many economists expect that mortgage rates will ease this year, but not before inflation has cooled enough for the Federal Reserve to begin lowering its short-term interest rate.
The Fed has indicated it expects to cut rates this year once it sees more evidence that inflation is slowing from its current level above 3%. How the bond market reacts to the Fed's interest rate policy, as well as other factors can influence mortgage rates. Current indications are mortgage rates will remain higher for a while longer.
For now, the uncertainty in the trajectory of mortgage rates is working in favor of home shoppers like Shelby Rogozhnikov and her husband, Anton.
The couple owns a townhome in Dallas and want more space now that they're planning on having their first child. They're looking for a house with at least three bedrooms that's priced within their budget of around $300,000.

    


They're not feeling any urgency, but they are eager to avoid a surge in competition should mortgage rates decline in the coming months.
"I know interest rates will go down eventually, but I feel like when they go down housing prices might go back up again," said Shelby Rogozhnikov, 38. a dental hygienist. "I have the mortgage rate thing to worry about and my biological clock, which has less time on it than the mortgage rates, so it's now or never."
Real estate agents from Los Angeles to New York say bidding wars are still happening, though not as often as in recent years in some places. 
"Overall, the bidding wars are not nearly as extreme as they were in markets' past," said Tony Spratt, an agent with Century 21 Real Estate Judge Fite Co., in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. "We're still in a sellers' market, but it's much more mild than it was."

    


Home shoppers also have more properties to choose from this spring than a year ago. Active listings -- a tally that encompasses all the homes on the market but excludes those pending a finalized sale -- have exceeded prior-year levels for five straight months, according to Realtor.com. They jumped nearly 24% in March from a year earlier, though they were down nearly 38% compared to March 2019.
The still-relatively tight inventory is helping give sellers the edge in many markets around the country, but not all.
In Raleigh, North Carolina, home listings are taking longer to sell, and that's made sellers more flexible on price or with helping cover repair costs, said Jordan Hammond, a Redfin agent.
"Before we saw sellers could really do what they wanted," she said. "They didn't have to contribute at all to the buyer's purchase. And now that's kind of flipped. I'm seeing more buyers pushing sellers."
Still, the thin inventory of properties on the market means home shoppers who can find a property for sale in their price range may want to put in an offer rather than wait, because there's no guarantee a better option will come along right away.
Those shopping in areas where new-home construction is more prevalent may have better luck this spring.
In response to higher mortgage rates, more than one-third of builders cut home prices in 2023. Many also offered buyers incentives like mortgage rate buydowns and below market-rate financing.
Builders also stepped up construction of smaller, less expensive homes, which helps explain why the median sale price of a new U.S. home fell nearly 8% in February from a year earlier to $400,500. That's the lowest level since June 2021.
Home shoppers and sellers who wait until summer to test the market will also have to factor in how they may be affected by proposed changes to policies around real estate agent commissions.
Last month, the National Association of Realtors agreed to make policy changes in order to settle federal lawsuits that claimed the trade association and several of the country's biggest real estate brokerages engaged in business practices that forced homeowners to pay artificially inflated commissions when they sold their home.
The policy changes, which are set to go into effect in July, could lead to home sellers paying lower commissions for their agent's services. Buyers, in turn, may have to shoulder more upfront costs when they hire an agent.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The average long-term U.S. mortgage rate rose to its highest level in five weeks, a setback for prospective homebuyers during what's traditionally the busiest time of the year for home sales.
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage rose to 6.88% from 6.82% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.27%.
When mortgage rates rise, they can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, limiting how much they can afford at a time when the U.S. housing market remains constrained by relatively few homes for sale and rising home prices.
Rates have been mostly drifting higher in recent weeks as stronger-than-expected reports on employment and inflation have stoked doubt among bond investors over how soon the Federal Reserve will move to lower its benchmark interest rate. The central bank has signaled that it expects to cut its short-term rate three times this year once it sees more evidence of cooling inflation.

    


On Wednesday, Treasury yields jumped in the bond market following a report showing that inflation was hotter last month than economists expected. The March consumer prices report was the third straight showing inflation readings well above the Fed's 2% target. A report on Thursday showed inflation at the wholesale level was a touch lower last month than economists expected.




The yield on the 10-year Treasury, which lenders use as a guide to pricing loans, jumped to 4.57% on Thursday afternoon, it's highest level since November. How the bond market reacts to the Fed's interest rate policy, the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield, as well as other factors can influence mortgage rates. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After climbing to a 23-year high of 7.79% in October, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage has remained below 7% since early December, though it also hasn't gone below the 6.6% it averaged in mid January.

    


Mortgage rates will likely continue to hover between that 6.6% and 7% range until inflation shows convincing progress towards the Fed's target, said Hannah Jones, Realtor.com's senior economic research analyst.
"Eager buyers and sellers are hoping to see more favorable housing conditions as the spring selling season kicks off," said Jones. "However, mortgage rates have offered little relief as economic data, as measured by both inflation and employment, remains strong."
The U.S. housing market is coming off a deep, 2-year sales slump triggered by a sharp rise in mortgage rates and a dearth of homes on the market. The overall pullback in mortgage rates since their peak last fall helped spur a pickup in sales the first two months of this year. 
Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes rose in February from the previous month to the strongest pace in a year. That followed a month-to-month home sales increase in January.
Still, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains well above where it was just two years ago at 5%. That large gap between rates now and then has helped limit the number of previously occupied homes on the market because many homeowners who bought or refinanced more than two years ago are reluctant to sell and give up their fixed-rate mortgages below 3% or 4%.

    


Many economists still expect that mortgage rates will ease moderately later this year, though most forecasts call for the average rate on a 30-year home loan to remain above 6%.
The cost of refinancing a home loan also got pricier this week. Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, often used to refinance longer-term mortgages, rose this week, pushing the average rate to 6.16% from 6.06% last week. A year ago it averaged 5.54%, Freddie Mac said.
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                                        DADEVILLE, Ala. (AP) -- A van taking Alabama inmates from their jobs back to a work-release center crashed, killing two and injuring five others, authorities said.
The crash happened Wednesday in Dadeville, about 55 miles northeast of Montgomery, the state Department of Corrections said. The van was taking the men from work back to the Alex City Community Based Facility in Alexander City when it crashed. The minimum-custody facility houses inmates who perform work-release jobs.
The prison system didn't say what might have caused the accident, which is being investigated by the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency.
Inmates Willie Crayton and Bruce Clements were killed, and another inmate was taken to a hospital. The others who were hurt were treated at the scene.
Corrections Commissioner John Q. Hamm offered condolences to the families and friends of Crayton and Clements.
"Our thoughts and prayers are with you all," Hamm said. The commissioner said mental health workers were being dispatched to the prison facility. 
"We will be doing all we can to support the staff and inmates affected by this tragic event," Hamm said. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. producer prices rose rose in March from a year earlier at the fastest pace in nearly a year, but the gain was less than economists expected. And wholesale inflation eased on a month to month basis.
The Labor Department said Thursday that its producer price index -- which measures inflationary pressure before it reaches consumers -- rose 2.1% last month from March 2023 , biggest year-over-year jump since April 2023. But economists had forecast a 2.2% increase, according to a survey of forecasters by the data firm FactSet.
 And compared to February, wholesale prices were up just 0.2%, down from a 0.6% gain in February and less than the 0.3% uptick economists had expected.
The slightly better-than-expected producer price reading came as something of a relief, arriving a day after the Labor Department reported that consumer price inflation was surprisingly hot last month. Wednesday's numbers had added to worries that progress against inflation was stalling and raised doubts about when the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates. 

    


Stripping out volatile food and energy prices, so-called core wholesale prices were up 0.2% last month from February, the second straight drop, and 2.4% from March 2023. The year-over-year increase in core producer prices was the most since August. Economists see core inflation as a sign of where overall inflation may be headed.




Wholesale goods prices dipped 0.1% from February, pulled down by a 1.6% drop in energy prices. Services prices were up 0.3% for the second straight month.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the face of aggressive Fed rate hikes, inflation had fallen steadily after peaking in mid-2022. But the improvements have lately proven harder to come by.
The Labor Department reported Wednesday that its consumer price index was up 3.5% last month from a year earlier, the second straight increase in year-over-year inflation, which remains stuck well above the Fed's 2% target. Consumer prices were up 0.4% last month from February, matching the January increase. They haven't fallen on a month-over-month basis since October.

    


Combating a resurgence of inflation that began in the spring of 2021, the Fed raised its benchmark interest rate 11 times between March 2022 and July 2023, lifting it to a 23-year high. The central bank has signaled that it expects to cut rates three times this year -- a reversal in policy that has been eagerly awaited on Wall Street. But inflation's recent stubbornness has cast doubt on when the rate cuts will start and whether the Fed will really manage to squeeze in three of them this year.
Wall Street investors had originally hoped to see the first rate cut in March. But that didn't happen, and the inflation numbers have plateaued. Now a majority of investors don't expect a rate cut until the Fed's September meeting, according to CME's FedWatch tool.
George Ball, chairman of the investment firm Sanders Morris, called Thursday's producer price report "encouraging'' but said "the Federal Reserve will take its time when it comes to rate cuts.'' 
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    [image: FILE - In this Friday, July 14, 2017, file photo, computer scientist Andrew Ng poses at his office in Palo Alto, Calif. Amazon announced Thursday, April 11, 2024, that it added artificial intelligence visionary Andrew Ng to its board of directors amid intense AI competition among startups and big technology companies. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)]
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                                        Amazon is adding artificial intelligence visionary Andrew Ng to its board of directors, a move that comes amid intense AI competition among startups and big technology companies. 
The Seattle company said Thursday that Ng, a managing director at the Palo Alto, California-based AI Fund, will replace a seat vacated by Judy McGrath, a former CEO of MTV who told Amazon she won't run for reelection. 
Ng's AI Fund, which he founded in 2017, invests in entrepreneurs building artificial intelligence companies. Previously, he led AI teams at the Chinese tech company Baidu and Google, where the team he oversaw taught a computer system to recognize cats in YouTube videos without ever being taught what a cat was.
Ng's addition to the board comes as Amazon, like other tech companies, makes massive investments in generative artificial intelligence. The company has invested $4 billion in the San Francisco-based startup Anthropic, which is partnering with Amazon to develop so-called foundation models that underpin generative AI technologies. In the past year, Amazon also rolled out a chatbot for businesses called Q and a generative-AI powered shopping assistant named Rufus. 

    


In an annual shareholder letter released Thursday, Amazon CEO Andy Jassy suggested generative AI could be the next big pillar of Amazon's business, joining the company's prominent online marketplace, Prime subscription program and its cloud computing unit, AWS. Jassy wrote that generative AI may be the largest technological transformation since cloud computing, and "perhaps since the internet." 




Meanwhile, other Amazon innovations have encountered some hiccups. The company said last week it was pulling its Just Walk Out technology from Amazon Fresh stores in the U.S. after receiving some customer feedback. Amazon said it was replacing the technology, which allows customers to skip the checkout line, with smart carts that would allow them still to do that but also see their spending in real time. 
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    [image: An MQ9 Predator drone is displayed at the Berlin Air Show ILA in Berlin, Germany, on May 30, 2016. China on Thursday, April 11, 2024 announced sanctions against two U.S. defense companies, one of which produces the Predator drone, over what it says is their support for arms sales to Taiwan, the self-governing island democracy Beijing claims as its own territory to be recovered by force if necessary. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China on Thursday announced rare sanctions against two U.S. defense companies over what it called their support for arms sales to Taiwan, the self-governing island democracy Beijing claims as its own territory to be recovered by force if necessary.
The announcement freezes the assets of General Atomics Aeronautical Systems and General Dynamics Land Systems held within China. It also bars the companies' management from entering the country.
Filings show General Dynamics operates a half-dozen Gulfstream and jet aviation services operations in China, which remains heavily reliant on foreign aerospace technology even as it attempts to build its own presence in the field.
The company also helps make the Abrams tank being purchased by Taiwan to replace outdated armor intended to deter or resist an invasion from China.
General Atomics produces the Predator and Reaper drones used by the U.S. military. Chinese authorities did not go into details on the company's alleged involvement with supplying arms to Taiwan.

    


Beijing has long threatened such sanctions, but has rarely issued them as its economy reels from the COVID-19 pandemic, high unemployment and a sharp decline in foreign investment.




"The continued U.S. arms sales to China's Taiwan region seriously violate the one-China principle and the provisions of the three China-U.S. joint communiques, interfere in China's internal affairs, and undermine China's sovereignty and territorial integrity," China's Foreign Ministry said in a statement. It insists that the mainland and the island to which Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist forces fled amid civil war in 1949 remain part of a single Chinese nation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sanctions were leveled under Beijing's recently enacted Law of the People's Republic of China on Countering Foreign Sanctions, aimed at retaliating against U.S. financial and travel restrictions on Chinese officials accused of human rights abuses in mainland China and Hong Kong. 

    


General Dynamics fully owned entities are registered in Hong Kong, the southern Chinese semi-autonomous city over which Beijing has steadily been increasing its political and economic control to the point that it faces no vocal opposition and has seen its critics silenced, imprisoned or forced into exile. 
The two companies did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
China has threatened action against foreign companies and governments that aid Taiwan's defense and the U.S. military presence in the region, leading to commercial boycotts and diplomatic standoffs.
China banned American firms Lockheed Martin Corp. and Raytheon Missiles & Defense from the Chinese market in retaliation for the use of one of their planes and a missile to shoot down a suspected spy balloon that flew over the continental United States last year. Similar balloons have frequently been discovered floating over Taiwan and into the Pacific Ocean. 
Despite their lack of formal diplomatic ties -- a concession Washington made to Beijing when they established relations in 1979 -- the U.S. remains Taiwan's most important source of diplomatic support and supplier of military hardware from fighter jets to air defense systems.

    


Taiwan has also been investing heavily in its own defense industry, producing sophisticated missiles and submarines.
China had 14 warplanes and six navy ships operating around Taiwan on Wednesday and Thursday, with six of the aircraft crossing into Taiwan's air defense identification zone -- a tactic to test Taiwan's defenses, wear down its capabilities and intimidate the population.
So far, that has had little effect, with the vast majority of the island's 23 million people opposing political unification with China.
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                                        SULLIVAN, Ind. (AP) -- A 54-year-old man has been fatally shot in southwestern Indiana after state police say he pointed a gun at two sheriff's deputies.
Cameron Lee Atkins was pronounced dead Wednesday afternoon at the scene of the shooting in Sullivan, about 95 miles (153 kilometers) southwest of Indianapolis.
Sullivan County sheriff's deputies went to a home to discuss a protective order related to a Tuesday evening domestic complaint involving Atkins when the shooting occurred, police said.
Both deputies have been placed on administrative leave. State police are investigating the shooting.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Fewer Americans applied for jobless benefits last week as the labor market continues to thrive despite the Federal Reserve's efforts to cool it.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that filings for unemployment claims for the week ending April 6 fell by 11,000 to 211,000 from the previous week's 222,000.
The four-week average of claims, which smooths out some of the week-to-week swings, fell by 250 to 214,250.
Weekly unemployment claims are considered a proxy for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since the pandemic purge of millions of jobs in the spring of 2020.
The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in a bid to stifle the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy bounced back from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. Part of the Fed's goal was to loosen the labor market and cool wage growth, which it believes contributed to persistently high inflation.

    


Many economists thought there was a chance the rapid rate hikes could tip the country into recession, but jobs have remained plentiful and the economy has held up better than expected thanks to strong consumer spending.




In March, U.S. employers added a surprising 303,000 jobs, yet another example of the U.S. economy's resilience in the face of high interest rates. The unemployment rate dipped from 3.9% to 3.8% and has now remained below 4% for 26 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Though layoffs remain at low levels, companies have been announcing more job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, Apple, eBay, TikTok, Snap, Amazon, Cisco Systems and the Los Angeles Times have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, UPS, Macy's and Levi Strauss also have recently cut jobs.
In total, 1.82 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended March 30, an increase of 28,000 from the previous week and the most since January.
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                    South Florida researchers are using biodegradable drinking straws to prevent laboratory-grown coral from becoming really expensive fish food. (AP Video by Cody Jackson)
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    [image: This July 26, 2023 image provided by phade(r) by WinCup, Inc., shows a "Coral Fort," made of biodegradable drinking straws that researchers are using to prevent laboratory-grown coral from becoming really expensive fish food, off the coast of Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Scientists around the world have been working for years to address the decline of coral reef populations. Just last summer, reef rescue groups in South Florida and the Florida Keys were trying to save coral from rising ocean temperatures. (Chris Gug/phade(r) by WinCup, Inc. via AP)]
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- South Florida researchers trying to prevent predatory fish from devouring laboratory-grown coral are grasping at biodegradable straws in an effort to restore what some call the rainforest of the sea.
Scientists around the world have been working for years to address the decline of coral reef populations. Just last summer, reef rescue groups in South Florida and the Florida Keys were trying to save coral from rising ocean temperatures. Besides working to keep existing coral alive, researchers have also been growing new coral in labs and then placing them in the ocean. 
But protecting the underwater ecosystem that maintains upwards of 25% of all marine species is not easy. Even more challenging is making sure that coral grown in a laboratory and placed into the ocean doesn't become expensive fish food.
Marine researcher Kyle Pisano said one problem is that predators like parrot fish attempt to bite and destroy the newly transplanted coral in areas like South Florida, leaving them with less than a 40% survival rate. With projects calling for thousands of coral to be planted over the next year and tens of thousands of coral to be planted over the next decade, the losses add up when coral pieces can cost more than $100 each. 

    


Pisano and his partner, Kirk Dotson, have developed the Coral Fort, claiming the small biodegradable cage that's made in part with drinking straws boosts the survival rate of transplanted coral to over 90%.




"Parrot fish on the reef really, really enjoy biting a newly transplanted coral," Pisano said. "They treat it kind of like popcorn."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fortunately the fish eventually lose interest in the coral as it matures, but scientists need to protect the coral in the meantime. Stainless steel and PVC pipe barriers have been set up around transplanted coral in the past, but those barriers needed to be cleaned of algae growth and eventually removed.

    


Pisano had the idea of creating a protective barrier that would eventually dissolve, eliminating the need to maintain or remove it. He began conducting offshore experiments with biodegradable coral cages as part of a master's degree program at Nova Southeastern University. He used a substance called polyhydroxyalkanoate, a biopolymer derived from the fermentation of canola oil. PHA biodegrades in ocean, leaving only water and carbon dioxide. His findings were published last year.
The coral cage consists of a limestone disc surrounded by eight vertical phade brand drinking straws, made by Atlanta-based WinCup Inc. The device doesn't have a top, Pisano said, because the juvenile coral needs sunlight and the parrot fish don't generally want to position themselves facing downward to eat.
Dotson, a retired aerospace engineer, met Pisano through his professor at Nova Southeastern, and the two formed Reef Fortify Inc. to further develop and market the patent-pending Coral Fort. The first batch of cages were priced at $12 each, but Pisano and Dotson believe that could change as production scales up.

    


Early prototypes of the cage made from phade's standard drinking straws were able to protect the coral for about two months before dissolving in the ocean, but that wasn't quite long enough to outlast the interest of parrot fish. When Pisano and Dotson reached out to phade for help, the company assured them that it could make virtually any custom shape from its biodegradable PHA material.
"But it's turning out that the boba straws, straight out of the box, work just fine," Dotson said.
Boba straws are wider and thicker than normal drinking straws. They're used for a tea-based drink that includes tapioca balls at the bottom of the cup. For Pisano and Dotson, that extra thickness means the straws last just long enough to protect the growing coral before harmlessly disappearing.
Reef Fortify is hoping to work with reef restoration projects all over the world. The Coral Forts already already being used by researchers at Nova Southeastern and the University of Miami, as well as Hawaii's Division of Aquatic Resources.

    


Rich Karp, a coral researcher at the University of Miami, said they've been using the Coral Forts for about a month. He pointed out that doing any work underwater takes a great deal of time and effort, so having a protective cage that dissolves when it's no longer needed basically cuts their work in half.
"Simply caging corals and then removing the cages later, that's two times the amount of work, two times the amount of bottom time," Karp said. "And it's not really scalable."
Experts say coral reefs are a significant part of the oceanic ecosystem. They occupy less than 1% of the ocean worldwide but provide food and shelter to nearly 25 percent of sea life. Coral reefs also help to protect humans and their homes along the coastline from storm surges during hurricanes.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/coral-restoration-biodegradable-straws-ae23b903da2f91becd489d40e8cd9e17
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    [image: Mortar cubes rest in the product lab at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: Materials rest in an area used for the ReCarb process at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: A concrete cylinder is removed after being tested for compressive strength at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: Sarah Plata, center, and Adriana Gutierrez, background right, work at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: A worker measures ReAct product at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: Jesus Gonzalez Pequeno works in the product lab at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: ReAct Pure, center, rests in a jar in the process lab at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: A mortar cube is tested for compressive strength in the product lab at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: Materials rest in an area used for the ReCarb process at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: A concrete cylinder is removed after being tested for compressive strength at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: Sarah Plata, center, and Adriana Gutierrez, background right, work at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: A worker measures ReAct product at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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[image: Jesus Gonzalez Pequeno works in the product lab at Fortera's facility in San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The cement industry is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and is responsible for about 8% of global emissions each year. Fortera, a clean tech company whose technology captures carbon emissions from kilns and feeds it back in to the process, is opening its first commercial scale operation on Thursday, April 12, 2024, in California. (AP Photo/Benjamin Fanjoy)]
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                                        It's a major contributor to climate change -- the way buildings and roads are made with concrete. It's also a problem that's growing as more of the world develops. So the race has been on to find solutions for a material that's responsible for roughly 8% of global carbon dioxide emissions. 
Now one California startup has developed a technology that reduces carbon dioxide in the making of cement and could have the potential to operate at large scale. Fortera intercepts carbon dioxide exhaust from the kilns where cement is made and routes it back in to make additional cement. In its first effort at commercial scale, the technology is being added to a CalPortland facility in Redding, California, one of the largest cement plants in the western U.S. It opens Friday. 
"Our target is about being a ubiquitous solution that can work really at any plant," said Ryan Gilliam, Fortera CEO. 

    


Initially Fortera will produce enough to mix with about one-fifth of CalPortland's product in a blend that reduces carbon by about 10%. Gilliam said there is a strong demand for higher blends that reduce carbon by 40-50%, and for a pure product the company makes, which has 70% lower carbon.




The first large sacks are scheduled to move out the door of the Redding plant the first week of May. 
Fortera evolved in part out of an earlier company called Calera that was among the first to convert carbon dioxide into cement starting in 2007. It poured some 100 tons of its low-carbon cement into California office buildings and sidewalks but shuttered in 2014 due to financial challenges. Building on that knowledge, Gilliam founded Fortera in 2019 with several former Calera employees.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There is "pretty much a cement plant every 250 miles in the world," he said, and most are located near a limestone quarry. Because it works with these existing plants and uses the same material the industry already uses, Fortera says its technology is an economically competitive option to quickly prevent carbon emissions from warming the planet.

    


One difference from some other low-carbon cement and concrete efforts is it offers at least the possibility of being installed widely at cement plants instead of changing how the industry currently runs. 
Fortera's is one of many efforts to reduce the climate impact of concrete. The American Institute of Architects educates many of the world's largest architecture firms about carbon emissions from building materials. 
Some jurisdictions including Vancouver, British Columbia have building standards that encourage lower-carbon concrete. California passed a law in 2021 that requires the state's Air Resources Board to develop a strategy for the state's cement industry to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by 2035 and achieve net zero by 2045.
The First Movers Coalition, an organization of more than 90 companies, has an initiative announced in 2021 to create greater demand for low-carbon cement through their immense buying power.
The same year, 40 of the largest cement and concrete manufacturers announced a commitment to making concrete that does not contribute to climate change by 2050 through the Global Cement and Concrete Association. They agreed to reduce emissions from cement, fossil fuel use in manufacturing processes and to develop new ways to capture carbon. 

    


Concrete is the second -most used product on Earth, aside from water. Cement makes up 10-15% of concrete by volume, but accounts for 88% of concrete's considerable emissions. Other ingredients in concrete are sand, gravel, crushed stone and water. 
Manufacturing one ton of cement emits nearly one ton of carbon dioxide. There hasn't been a simple replacement. 
"The societal benefits of concrete are absolutely immense ... it's the backbone of modern society," said Thomas Guillot, CEO of the Global Cement and Concrete Association. Other materials sometimes fail to compete because they are not as durable, can't support as much weight, or can't stand up as well to heat, he said. 
HOW FORTERA'S TECHNOLOGY WORKS
Cement manufacturers heat kilns to about 2,500degF (1,400degC) to break down limestone and separate it into carbon dioxide and calcium oxide.

    


Fortera's process sucks the carbon dioxide out and pipes it into a machine where it is turned into a solid. Its technology works at around 1,800degF (1,000degC), which requires less energy and emits less carbon.
When the captured carbon dioxide is mixed with calcium oxide, it turns into a kind of limestone that becomes cement-like when wet. This product, which Fortera calls ReAct, is blended with other ingredients to make concrete. 
Fortera uses a 15% blend of ReAct in concrete because that is all that is allowed under existing industry standards that regulate material strength and durability. 
The company is trying to get a product that is 100% ReAct approved as a replacement for cement and says its testing has shown it can meet international requirements, but the regulatory process will take over five years. 

    


Some of the fastest-growing consumers of cement are in Southeast Asia and Africa, so global solutions are critical. 
"The United States has to do what it can and be a leader to help other countries," said Mike Ireland, president and CEO of the Portland Cement Association, the national trade association for U.S. cement manufacturers. "But we have to get the rest of the world, particularly the Global South, as they industrialize to leapfrog some of the technologies we had." 
Carbon emissions from cement manufacturing is "an existential threat to the world and for our industry," he said. 
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: FILE - A woman and child walk as light rain falls in downtown Kansas City, Mo., on March 7, 2024. Tax pros say there are a few tips parents should keep in mind when filing their tax returns this year. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- There are a few tax tips parents of children 17 and under should keep in mind before filing, tax pros say. Here's what to know:
Child tax credit
The child tax credit has reverted lower for 2023 than in previous years, when it was expanded due to COVID. This means taxpayers with one or two children may see a lower credit for their children under age 17 than in 2021. It's still up to $2,000 per child, though, and it can be claimed alongside the standard deduction and reduces your total tax bill, said Eric Bronnenkant, director of tax at Betterment, a financial advisory company that provides digital investment, retirement and cash management services.
Child and dependent care credit and deductions
The child and dependent care credit is available for expenses paid for a qualifying child for day care. It can also be used for dependents who are not able to care for themselves, if the requirements are met.

    


In addition, up to $3,000 per child (up to $6,000 total) can be deducted in child care costs. If you have a dependent care program through your employer, you are also allowed to deduct up to $5,000 year in pre-tax dollars, says Mark Jaeger, vice president of tax operations at TaxAct, a company based in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, that provides income tax preparation software to consumers and tax professionals.


"But you can't double dip," Jaeger says. "If you take $5,000 in pre-tax dollars and you have two children in child care who qualify for child care deductions, you can only take $1,000 in remaining dependent care expenditures before reaching that $6,000 maximum."
Pending legislation

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Congress has been looking at expanding the child tax credit. Depending on your income bracket and the number of kids you have, this change could provide a boost, says Kathy Pickering, chief tax officer at H&R Block.
"Many taxpayers have asked if they should wait until the legislation is passed before filing their tax return. Because the legislation is not final, and we're unsure if or when it will get done, it's important to know that if passed, the IRS will calculate any adjustments due and automatically send payments. There's no need for filers to wait," she says.

    


Make sure your child has a Social Security number
This may seem obvious, but in order to claim your child as a dependent, you will need to include your child's Social Security number, so make sure all of your children have one, says Tom O'Saben, director of tax content and government relations at the National Association of Tax Professionals.
___
Find more of AP's tax season coverage here: https://apnews.com/hub/personal-finance
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    [image: A photographer takes photos of an electronic board showing Japan's yen and U.S. dollar exchange rate at a securities firm Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A person walks past an electronic stock board showing Japan's stock prices at a securities firm Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: People walk past an electronic stock board showing Japan's stock prices at a securities firm Thursday, April 11, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: People walk past the New York Stock Exchange Wednesday, April 10, 2024 in New York. Wall Street marched higher ahead of the government's update on U.S. inflation which could play into the Federal Reserve's next interest rate decision. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Asian shares were mixed Thursday after U.S. stocks fell on worries that what had seemed like a blip in the battle to bring down inflation may be a troubling trend.
Oil prices edged higher and U.S. futures were flat.
South Korean shares were little changed after the ruling conservative party suffered a crushing defeat in a parliamentary election. The Kospi edged less than 0.1% higher, to 2,708.15. 
The results were a huge political blow to President Yoon Suk Yeol, and Prime Minster Han Duck-soo and all Yoon's senior presidential advisers except those in charge of security issues submitted their resignations Thursday.
Elsewhere in Asia, Tokyo's Nikkei 225 lost 0.4% to 39,432.61 and the Hang Seng in Hong Kong was down 0.6%, at 17,037.80. 
The Shanghai Composite index gained 0.4% to 3,038.68 and the S&P/ASX 200 fell 0.4% to 7,816.00. 

    


Bangkok's SET lost 0.5% and Taiwan's Taiex was down 0.3%. 
On Wednesday, the S&P 500 dropped 0.9% to 5,160.64. The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 1.1% to 38,461.51, and the Nasdaq composite fell 0.8% to 16,170.36.
Treasury yields leaped as bond prices fell, raising the pressure on the stock market, after a report showed inflation was hotter last month than economists expected. It's the third straight report to suggest progress on bringing high inflation down may be stalling. 




For shoppers, that's painful because of the potential for even higher prices at the store. For Wall Street, it raises fears that the Federal Reserve will hold back on delivering the cuts to interest rates that traders are craving and have been betting on. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Fed has been waiting for more evidence to show inflation is heading sustainably down toward its goal of 2%. After an encouraging cooling last year, the fear now is that inflation may be stuck after January's, February's and March's inflation reports all came in hotter than expected, along with data on the economy generally.

    


Prices for everything from bonds to gold fell immediately after the morning's release of the inflation data.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury jumped to 4.54% from 4.36% late Tuesday and is back to where it was in November. The two-year yield, which moves more on expectations for Fed action, shot even higher and rose to 4.97% from 4.74%.
Traders sharply cut back on bets that the Fed could begin cutting rates in June. At the start of the year, they were forecasting six or more cuts through 2024.
High interest rates work to undercut inflation by slowing the economy and hurting investment prices. The fear is that rates left too high for too long can cause a recession.
Wall Street's biggest losers on Wednesday included real-estate investment trusts, utility companies and other stocks that tend to get hurt most by high interest rates. 
Real-estate stocks in the S&P 500 fell 4.1% for the biggest loss by far among the 11 sectors that make up the index. That included a 6.1% drop for office owner Boston Properties and a 5.3% tumble for Alexandria Real Estate Equities.
Higher interest rates could chill the housing industry by making mortgages more expensive. Homebuilder D.R. Horton fell 6.4%, Lennar sank 5.8% and PulteGroup dropped 5.2%. 

    


Big U.S. companies are lining up to report profits earned during the first three months of the year, and Delta Air Lines helped kick off the reporting season by delivering better-than-expected results.
The airline said it's seeing strong demand for flights around the world, and it expects the strength to continue through the spring. But it also refrained from raising its profit forecast for the full year. Its stock climbed as much as 4% during the morning before flipping to a loss of 2.3%. 
In other trading early Thursday, U.S. benchmark crude oil gained 10 cents to $86.31 per barrel in electronic trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange. 
Brent crude, the international standard, added 12 cents to $90.60 per barrel.
The U.S. dollar fell to 152.92 Japanese yen from 152.34 yen. It hit a 34-year high above 153 yen on Wednesday. The yen has weakened on expectations that the gap between interest rates in Japan, which are near zero, and those in the U.S. will remain wide for the foreseeable future. 
The euro rose to $1.0747 from $1.0746. 
___
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed. 
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    [image: FILE - Travelers prepare to enter Oakland International airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2013, in Oakland, Calif. Oakland's airport is considering a name-change to include ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Travelers prepare to enter Oakland International airport Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2013, in Oakland, Calif. Oakland's airport is considering a name-change to include "San Francisco" to attract more passengers but San Francisco officials are slamming the move, saying it will confuse travelers since there is already a San Francisco International Airport. The Board of Commissioners for the Port of Oakland will take up the question at its meeting on Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Margot, File)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- The Oakland International Airport may add "San Francisco" to it's name to attract more passengers, but its neighbors across the Bay have slammed the possible rebrand. 
The Board of Commissioners for the Port of Oakland will take up the question at its meeting on Thursday. 
Oakland airport officials say travelers unfamiliar with the region fly into San Francisco's airport even if their destination is closer to the East Bay airport. Modifying the name to San Francisco Bay Oakland International Airport will change that, they say. The airport's three-letter code OAK would not change.
"Market research and interviews with airline partners have shown that routes have not performed as well as they should have due to the lack of geographic awareness, making air carriers reluctant to sustain and add new routes in Oakland," said Craig Simon, the Port of Oakland's interim aviation director, in a statement. 

    


He said the airport, officially known as the Metropolitan Oakland International Airport, lost 39 of 54 new routes added from July 2008 to March 2024. 
But the possibility of a name-change has horrified San Francisco officials, who say it will confuse travelers, especially those flying in from abroad. Ivar C. Satero, director of San Francisco's airport, said they are "deeply concerned" over the potential for customer confusion and disservice. San Francisco City Attorney David Chiu on Tuesday threatened to sue Oakland officials if they pursue the name-change, arguing it would violate the city's trademark on "San Francisco International Airport." 




San Francisco "has held these registrations for such a long time that they have become incontestable under federal law," Chiu wrote in a letter to various Oakland officials.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Consumers will either misunderstand Oakland International Airport's physical location (i.e., that it's in San Francisco rather than Oakland) or mistakenly believe that there is a formal relationship or connection between the two airports that does not exist," he added. 

    


Aaron Peskin, president of San Francisco's Board of Supervisors, introduced a resolution last week opposing the name-change and requesting the port commission reject it. 
State Sen. Scott Wiener, who represents San Francisco, said on X that the airport shouldn't be "cutting & pasting" San Francisco's name. 
"I love Oakland, but Oakland is Oakland. It's not San Francisco," he wrote. "Please find another way to turn things around."
But other users on X pointed out that San Francisco's airport is actually located in Millbrae, a city in San Mateo County. 
One person quipped, "When are we renaming the 49ers? #SantaClara." The San Francisco 49ers play at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, which sits just outside San Jose and is about 45 miles south of San Francisco.
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                                        CONCORD, Calif. (AP) -- Authorities on Wednesday arrested the driver who fled the scene of a solo car crash on a San Francisco Bay Area highway that killed a 9-year-old girl and injured four other passengers over the weekend. 
The 22-year-old man faces charges including manslaughter, felony hit-and-run and child abuse, the San Francisco Chronicle reported. His bail was set at $200,000. 
The Mazda CX-9 was heading north on Interstate 680 in Concord around 5:15 a.m. Sunday when it veered off the road and flipped over several times before landing on its roof, according to the California Highway Patrol. 
The occupants were ejected from the car. The girl died at the scene and four female passengers were hospitalized. As of Monday night, all were in stable condition and expected to survive, the highway patrol said. 
The Mazda's driver ran away before first responders arrived. His relationship to the passengers in the vehicle wasn't known Wednesday. 
Authorities believe most of the passengers were not wearing seatbelts. The cause of the crash, about 30 miles (48 km) northeast of San Francisco, was under investigation.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A man was killed and five others -- including two children -- were injured in a barrage of gunfire Wednesday in the nation's capital.
The shooting happened just after 6 p.m. in the Carver Langston neighborhood of Washington, Metropolitan Police Department Chief Pamela Smith said.
Investigators believe the suspects exited a vehicle and then began shooting into a crowd of people on the street. Multiple people were shot.
One of the victims, an adult man, was killed. Two men, a woman and a 9-year-old were taken by ambulance to local hospitals. A 12-year-old later arrived at a hospital with a gunshot wound and is also believed to be a victim in the shooting, Smith said.
The shooting comes as the District of Columbia is struggling with a sharp increase in violent crime, which went up 39% in 2023. The increase was largely fueled by a 35% rise in homicides and growth in carjackings, which nearly doubled.
Smith has pushed lawmakers to pass legislation that would strengthen penalties for gun offenses in the nation's capital.
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                                        MARQUETTE, Mich. (AP) -- Two brothers from Nigeria pleaded guilty Wednesday to sexually extorting teenage boys and young men in Michigan and across the country, including one who took his own life, a federal prosecutor said.
Samuel Ogoshi, 22, and Samson Ogoshi, 20, of Lagos, Nigeria, each pleaded guilty to conspiring to sexually exploit teenage boys, U.S. Attorney Mark Totten said in a statement. 
The offense has a mandatory minimum sentence of 15 years in prison, Totten said, and a maximum penalty of 30 years. A date for sentencing hasn't been set.
Sexual extortion, or sextortion, involves persuading a person to send explicit photos online and then threatening to make the images public unless the victim pays money or engages in sexual favors.
The Ogoshis were accused of running an international sextortion ring in which they posed as a woman and which resulted in the suicide of 17-year-old Jordan DeMay of Marquette, in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, on March 25, 2022. The two men were accused of inducing DeMay to send a naked picture of himself and then extorting him. 

    


The Ogoshis, who had previously been extradited from Nigeria to stand trial, were remanded to the custody of federal marshals after pleading guilty.




"These convictions will send a message to criminals in Nigeria and every corner of the globe ... we can find you and we can bring you to justice," Totten said in a statement. 
"I hope these guilty pleas also bring a small measure of relief to the family of Jordan DeMay, who died as a result of this crime," he said.
"I always had this confident feeling that they would find who did this to Jordan," DeMay's mother, Jennifer Buta, told WDIV-TV.
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Salmon fishing is banned off the California coast for the second year in a row amid low stocks

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Sarah Bates hauls in a chinook salmon on the fishing boat Bounty near Bolinas, Calif., Wednesday, July 17, 2019. Federal fishery managers voted Wednesday, April 10, 2024, to cancel all commercial and recreational salmon fishing off the coast of California for the second year in a row, and only the fourth time in state history, because of dwindling stocks. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg,File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Sarah Bates hauls in a chinook salmon on the fishing boat Bounty near Bolinas, Calif., Wednesday, July 17, 2019. Federal fishery managers voted Wednesday, April 10, 2024, to cancel all commercial and recreational salmon fishing off the coast of California for the second year in a row, and only the fourth time in state history, because of dwindling stocks. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg,File)
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[image: FILE - Fishing boats are pictured at Pier 45 in San Francisco, March 20, 2023. Federal fishery managers voted Wednesday, April 10, 2024, to cancel all commercial and recreational salmon fishing off the coast of California for the second year in a row, and only the fourth time in state history, because of dwindling stocks. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Federal fishery managers voted Wednesday to cancel all commercial and recreational salmon fishing off the coast of California for the second year in a row, and only the fourth time in state history, because of dwindling stocks. 
The unanimous vote by the Pacific Fishery Management Council, the authority responsible for setting Pacific salmon seasons, is a blow to the state fishing industry that supports tens of thousands of jobs and is still reeling from last year's shutdown. Salmon fishing was also closed in California during the 2008 and 2009 seasons. 
Like 2023, this year's decision was made in order to protect California's waning salmon populations after drought and water diversions resulted in river flows that are too warm and slow for the state's Chinook salmon to flourish. 
A February report by the fishery council found that in 2023 just over 6,100 fall-run Chinook, often known as king salmon, returned to the upper Sacramento River to spawn. The average between 1996 and 2005 was more than 175,000 fish. 

    
        
    

    


For the time being the ban affects commercial and recreational ocean fishing. However the council has recommended that the California Fish and Game Commission consider barring river fishing as well. The state agency is expected to vote in the coming weeks. 
The salmon population faces a number of challenges including river water temperatures rising with warm weather and a Trump-era rollback of federal protections for waterways that allowed more water to be diverted to farms. Climate change, meanwhile, threatens food sources for the young Chinook maturing in the Pacific. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scott Artis, executive director of Golden State Salmon Association, said state water policy under Gov. Gavin Newsom has resulted in "dangerously low river flows, unsustainable water diversions out of our rivers, record high water temperatures because of dam operations and record numbers of salmon eggs and juveniles killed in our streams." 

    


"Our water, our natural resources, the resources every Californian and the entire salmon industry rely on, are being stolen on Governor Newsom's watch," Artis said in a statement Wednesday after the council's decision. 
The governor's office didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment on the closure.
Much of the salmon caught in the ocean originate in California's Klamath and Sacramento rivers. After hatching in freshwater, they spend three years on average maturing in the Pacific, where many are snagged by commercial fishermen, before migrating back to their spawning grounds, where conditions are more ideal to give birth. After laying eggs, they die.
California's spring-run Chinook are listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act, while winter-run Chinook are endangered along with the Central California Coast coho salmon, which has been off-limits to California commercial fishers since the 1990s. 
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A woman who authorities say fatally stabbed her partner at their Los Angeles apartment Monday then threw her two children from a moving SUV onto the freeway, killing her infant daughter, was an astrologer who called the impending solar eclipse "the epitome of spiritual warfare" in an online post days earlier.
Los Angeles police believe Danielle Cherakiyah Johnson, 34, posted on X as an astrology influencer and recording artist with the moniker " Ayoka," in the days leading up to the violence, which began hours before the eclipse peaked in Southern California, said Lt. Guy Golan.
While detectives have reviewed Johnson's posts, police are not considering the eclipse to be a precipitating or contributing factor to the slayings "because we just don't know why she did what she did," Golan told The Associated Press on Wednesday.

    


"We've taken all the facts we can, but without being able to interview her and without having something more tangible than a post on X, I don't know how much weight you can give to somebody (saying) there's an apocalypse and attribute it to one of the most horrific murders we've had in LA," Golan, who is head of the homicide unit investigating the case, said.




Authorities say Johnson and her partner, 29-year-old Jaelen Allen Chaney, had an argument around 3:40 a.m. Monday in their apartment in Woodland Hills, about 25 miles (42 km) northwest of downtown LA. Johnson stabbed Chaney and fled with her kids, an 8-month-old girl and her 9-year-old sister, in a Porsche Cayenne.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Johnson then drove along Interstate 405 in Culver City and threw her daughters out of the moving SUV around 4:30 a.m., police said. The baby was pronounced dead on the road, but the older daughter -- who witnessed the stabbing -- survived with moderate injuries.
Johnson traveled southwest to Redondo Beach, where a half-hour later she was driving over 100 miles per hour (160 kph) and crashed into a tree. The LAPD is investigating whether the solo crash was an apparent suicide.

    


The Los Angeles Times first reported on Johnson's social media activities in connection with the killings.
"Get your protection on and your heart in the right place," she posted April 4 to more than 105,000 followers on X. "The world is very obviously changing right now and if you ever needed to pick a side, the time to do right in your life is now. Stay strong you got this."
On April 5, she posted in all caps, "Wake up wake up the apocalypse is here. Everyone who has ears listen. Your time to choose what you believe is now."
Her social media also included a mix of antisemitic screeds, conspiracy theories about vaccines and warnings about the end of the world alongside astrological predictions and positive affirmations. Also on April 5, she posted the word "LOVE" dozens of times. Her personal website offers a variety of services including "zodiac healing work," "alcohol balancing system" and an "aura cleanse."
Johnson's internet presence and online following dates back years. The Fader, a music magazine, interviewed her in 2016 as an astrology personality.

    


"She was very standoffish," said Norman Linder, a Woodland Hills neighbor. He only saw Johnson and her daughters a few times before in the apartment complex. 
Another neighbor, Anita Mazer, told the AP that when she saw the family, "I just said 'hello.' The baby was really cute," she said Wednesday. "It's horrible."
Golan said there were no calls for police to respond to the couple's apartment prior to Monday's killing, when neighbors called 911 after seeing the door open. Johnson did not have a felony criminal record in California and there were no indications of reported domestic violence. 
Detectives did not immediately link the Woodland Hills slaying to the daughters, Golan said. He was in the San Fernando Valley neighborhood when he started getting push alerts from news organizations on his cellphone about the infant's death on the roadway in Culver City. Investigators realized there might be a connection between two missing children from the family's apartment and the tragedy on the interstate.

    


"I was like 'Oh, there's two young girls who were stranded on the 405 Freeway.' That is such a random and terrible thing to hear about. And we knew there were two young children," Golan continued. "We were setting up an Amber Alert."
Golan said detectives discovered candles and cards inside the apartment, but he was not sure whether they were tarot cards.
"They didn't look like your standard deck of cards that you would play poker with," he said. 
The solar eclipse's path of totality stretched from Mazatlan, Mexico, to Newfoundland, Canada, a swath approximately 115 miles (185 kilometers) wide. Revelers were engulfed in darkness at state parks, on city rooftops and in small towns when the moon blocked out the sun, though Southern California only saw a partial eclipse that peaked at 11:12 a.m.

    


Across the globe, the celestial event spawned fears of the apocalypse and other suspicions rooted in religion and spirituality. But Golan noted that others who posted online about their eclipse-related worries did not commit violence like Johnson.
"How many people wrote about it," he said, "and didn't go out and murder somebody?"

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/los-angeles-infant-freeway-homicide-investigation-eclipse-681f9434051fd80187677b2f67787b3a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Experts say Wisconsin woman who at 12 nearly killed girl isn't ready to leave psychiatric center | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Experts say Wisconsin woman who at 12 nearly killed girl isn't ready to leave psychiatric center

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Morgan Geyser is led out Waukesha County Circuit Court after day 1 of a motion hearing on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Morgan Geyser is brought into Waukesha County Circuit Court for a motion hearing on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Waukesha County Circuit Judge Michael Bohren presides over a motion hearing for Morgan Geyser on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Waukesha County Deputy District Attorney Ted Szczupakiewicz questions Dr. Deborah Collins, PhD, a specialist in psychology, during a motion hearing for Morgan Geyser in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Attorney Brad Novreske speaks with Morgan Geyser in Waukesha County Circuit Court during a motion hearing on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Deborah Collins, PhD, a specialist in psychology, is sworn in during a motion hearing for Morgan Geyser in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Morgan Geyser's attorney Anthony Cotton attends a motion hearing with his client in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Deborah Collins, PhD, a specialist in psychology, testifies during a motion hearing for Morgan Geyser in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Brooke Lundbohm, PhD, a specialist in psychology, testifies during a motion hearing for Morgan Geyser in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Morgan Geyser's attorney Anthony Cotton looks over paperwork during a motion hearing in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Morgan Geyser is brought into Waukesha County Circuit Court for a motion hearing on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Waukesha County Circuit Judge Michael Bohren presides over a motion hearing for Morgan Geyser on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Waukesha County Deputy District Attorney Ted Szczupakiewicz questions Dr. Deborah Collins, PhD, a specialist in psychology, during a motion hearing for Morgan Geyser in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Attorney Brad Novreske speaks with Morgan Geyser in Waukesha County Circuit Court during a motion hearing on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Dr. Deborah Collins, PhD, a specialist in psychology, is sworn in during a motion hearing for Morgan Geyser in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Morgan Geyser's attorney Anthony Cotton attends a motion hearing with his client in Waukesha County Circuit Court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Waukesha, Wis. Two psychologists testified Wednesday that Geyser, who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man, should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital. (Scott Ash/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP)]
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                                        Two psychologists testified Wednesday that a Wisconsin woman who at age 12 stabbed a sixth-grade classmate nearly to death to please the online horror character Slender Man should not be released yet from a psychiatric hospital.
Morgan Geyser, now 21, wants to leave Winnebago Mental Health Institute with conditions. But one psychologist said the case has taken an unusual turn because Geyser claims she had been faking psychotic symptoms, which "doesn't line up" with years of observation and treatment.
"That would be rather remarkable. That would be very callous as well," said Brooke Lundbohm, who has seen Geyser since 2014.
"If the person is not able to have insight into their mental health condition, the potential warning signs, the triggers that could cause decline, have insight into the kinds of treatment that may be beneficial -- it raises a lot of concerns" about being discharged, Lundbohm testified.

    


Waukesha County Judge Michael Bohren is hearing from experts to determine whether to grant the release. The hearing will resume Thursday with cross-examination by Geyser's attorney.
Geyser and Anissa Weier were 12 in 2014 when they lured Payton Leutner to a Waukesha park after a sleepover. Geyser stabbed Leutner repeatedly while Weier egged her on. Leutner suffered 19 stab wounds and barely survived, authorities said.




Geyser pleaded guilty to attempted first-degree intentional homicide and was sent to the psychiatric institute because of mental illness.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Another psychologist, Deborah Collins, said Geyser has made "bona fide progress" but agreed that she could pose a risk to the public. Collins said release could be appropriate in six to 12 months.
"She's future-oriented. She's goal-oriented as well," Collins said.
Collins said she has seen Geyser approximately a dozen times since her arrest a decade ago. She was diagnosed at the time with schizophrenia spectrum disorder.

    


"Appraising her readiness for conditional release is a challenging call," Collins said. "Miss Geyser is now approaching 22 years of age, and she's spent virtually all of her adolescence and much of her adulthood in an institution. ... All we know is how Miss Geyser functioned prior to the age of 12 in the context of what appears to have been certainly a dysfunctional but also an abusive childhood."
Weier pleaded guilty to attempted second-degree intentional homicide and was also sent to the psychiatric center. She was granted a release in 2021 to live with her father and was ordered to wear a GPS monitor.
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- So-called forever chemicals have been found in water sources across New Mexico, according to recent studies by the U.S. Geological Survey and state environment officials.
The federal agency detailed the findings Wednesday, the same day the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced its first-ever limits for several common types of PFAS, or perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. 
Used in everyday products from nonstick pans and firefighting foam to waterproof clothing, PFAS have been linked to cancer and other health problems in humans. They are known as forever chemicals because they don't degrade in the environment and remain in the bloodstream.
The research in New Mexico detected PFAS in all major rivers in the arid state, with the highest concentrations downstream of urban areas.
USGS researchers looked more closely at water quality in the Rio Grande as it flows through Albuquerque, New Mexico's largest city, and found PFAS levels downstream that were about 10 times higher than at upstream locations. 

    


Dozens of samples also were taken from groundwater wells and surface water sites as part of an initial statewide survey between August 2020 and October 2021, with officials saying the majority of wells sampled did not turn up PFAS. The work began after contamination was discovered at military installations.




Andy Jochems of the Environment Department's water protection team said the latest findings will be helpful as regulators make decisions about protecting drinking water resources in the future. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kimberly Beisner, a USGS hydrologist and lead author of the studies, said the work highlights the complex nature of chemicals in urban areas and their effects on river systems. She noted that concentrations near cities are constantly changing due to wastewater discharges and stormwater runoff, for example.

    


The utility that serves the Albuquerque area has not seen any PFAS concentrations in the drinking water system approaching the EPA limits, so officials said Wednesday they aren't anticipating that the new regulations will require any action other than continued monitoring and reporting.
As for contaminants from Albuquerque going into the Rio Grande, utility spokesman David Morris said it's possible that at some point there may need to be enhancements at the city's sewage treatment plant. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/new-mexico-forever-chemicals-water-supply-2115c95a5fd9e66d558f0122a05024e4
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    [image: Ola Kozak, 11, sits at the table where she used to do her homework at the family home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday April 5, 2024. Ola is happy that Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. Julian enjoyed doing his homework. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Arkadiusz Korporowicz teaches history to 5th grade children at Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Pawel Kozak and his wife Magda Kozak, parents of three, stand at their home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. They have different opinions on the decision by Poland's government that ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Children enter a classroom at the Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Julian Kozak, 9, sits at the table where he used to do his homework at the family home in Warsaw, Poland, on Friday April 5, 2024. Julian is not very happy that Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ola Kozak, 11, right, and her younger brother Julian Kozak, 9, sit at the table where they used to do their homework at the family home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday April 5, 2024. Ola is happy that Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. Julian enjoyed doing his homework. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Poland's Education Minister Barbara Nowacka announces restrictions on the amount of homework for primary school children, at school number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Opinions are divided on what results can be expected from the strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Arkadiusz Korporowicz teaches history to 5th grade children at Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Pawel Kozak, father of three, speaks at his home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Pawel and her wife Magda have different opinions on the decision by Poland's government that ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Magda Kozak, mother of three, stands at her home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Magda and her husband Pawel have different opinions on the decision by Poland's government that ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Julian Kozak, 9, sits at the table where he used to do his homework at the family home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Julian is not very happy that Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Magda Kozak, right, spends time with her son Julian, 9, at their home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Neither of them is happy that starting in April, Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Children walk in the corridor of Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Children with flowers wait for the arrival of Education Minister Barbara Nowacka at Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Julian Kozak, 9, plays with his cat at their home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Starting in April, Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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    [image: Ola Kozak, 11, sits at the table where she used to do her homework at the family home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday April 5, 2024. Ola is happy that Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. Julian enjoyed doing his homework. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Arkadiusz Korporowicz teaches history to 5th grade children at Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Pawel Kozak and his wife Magda Kozak, parents of three, stand at their home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. They have different opinions on the decision by Poland's government that ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Children enter a classroom at the Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Julian Kozak, 9, sits at the table where he used to do his homework at the family home in Warsaw, Poland, on Friday April 5, 2024. Julian is not very happy that Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Ola Kozak, 11, right, and her younger brother Julian Kozak, 9, sit at the table where they used to do their homework at the family home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday April 5, 2024. Ola is happy that Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. Julian enjoyed doing his homework. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Poland's Education Minister Barbara Nowacka announces restrictions on the amount of homework for primary school children, at school number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Opinions are divided on what results can be expected from the strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Pawel Kozak, father of three, speaks at his home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Pawel and her wife Magda have different opinions on the decision by Poland's government that ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Magda Kozak, mother of three, stands at her home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Magda and her husband Pawel have different opinions on the decision by Poland's government that ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Julian Kozak, 9, sits at the table where he used to do his homework at the family home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Julian is not very happy that Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Magda Kozak, right, spends time with her son Julian, 9, at their home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Neither of them is happy that starting in April, Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Children walk in the corridor of Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Children with flowers wait for the arrival of Education Minister Barbara Nowacka at Primary School number 223 in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday April 3, 2024. Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades, starting in April. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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[image: Julian Kozak, 9, plays with his cat at their home in Warsaw, Poland, Friday, April 5, 2024. Starting in April, Poland's government has ordered strict limits on the amount of homework that teachers can impose on the lower grades. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)]
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Ola Kozak is celebrating. The 11-year-old, who loves music and drawing, expects to have more free time for her hobbies after Poland's government ordered strict limits on the amount of homework in the lower grades.
"I am happy," said the fifth grader, who lives in a Warsaw suburb with her parents and younger siblings. The lilac-colored walls in her bedroom are covered in her art, and on her desk she keeps a framed picture she drew of Kurt Cobain.
"Most people in my class in the morning would copy the work off someone who had done the homework or would copy it from the internet. So it didn't make sense," she said.
The government of Prime Minister Donald Tusk enacted the ban against required homework this month amid a broad discussion about the need to modernize Poland's education system, which critics say puts too much emphasis on rote learning and homework, and not enough on critical thinking and creativity. 

    


Under the decree, teachers are no longer to give required homework to kids in the first to third grades. In grades four to eight, homework is now optional and doesn't count towards a grade.




Not everyone likes the change - and even Ola's parents are divided.
"If there is something that will make students enjoy school more, then it will probably be good both for the students and for the school," said her father, Pawel Kozak.
His wife, Magda Kozak, was skeptical. "I am not pleased, because (homework) is a way to consolidate what was learned," she said. "It helps stay on top of what the child has really learned and what's going on at school."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

(Ola's brother Julian, a third grader, says he sees both sides.)
Debates over the proper amount of homework are common around the globe. While some studies have shown little benefit to homework for young learners, other experts say it can help them learn how to develop study habits and academic concepts.

    


Poland's educational system has undergone a number of controversial overhauls. Almost every new government has tried to make changes -- something many teachers and parents say has left them confused and discouraged. For example, after communism was thrown off, middle schools were introduced. Then under the last government, the previous system was brought back. More controversy came in recent years when ultra-conservative views were pushed in new textbooks.
For years, teachers have been fleeing the system due to low wages and political pressure. The current government is trying to increase teacher salaries and has promised other changes that teachers approve of.
But Slawomir Broniarz, the head of the Polish Teachers' Union, said that while he recognized the need to ease burdens on students, the new homework rules are another case of change imposed from above without adequate consultation with educators. 
"In general, the teachers think that this happened too quickly, too hastily," he said.
He argued that removing homework could widen the educational gaps between kids who have strong support at home and those from poorer families with less support and lower expectations. Instead, he urged wider changes to the entire curriculum.

    


The homework rules gained impetus in the runup to parliamentary elections last year, when a 14-year-old boy, Maciek Matuszewski, stood up at a campaign rally and told Tusk before a national audience that children "had no time to rest." The boy said their rights were being violated with so much homework on weekends and so many tests on Mondays.
Tusk has since featured Matuszewski in social media videos and made him the face of the sudden change. 
Education Minister Barbara Nowacka said she was prompted by research on children's mental health. Of the various stresses children face, she said, "the one that could be removed fastest was the burden of homework."
Pasi Sahlberg, a prominent Finnish educator and author, said the value of homework depends on what it is and how it is linked to overall learning. The need for homework can be "very individual and contextual."
"We need to trust our teachers to decide what is good for each child," Sahlberg said.

    


In South Korea, homework limits were set for elementary schools in 2017 amid concerns that kids were under too much pressure. However, teenagers in the education-obsessed country often cram long into the night and get tutoring to meet the requirements of demanding school and university admission tests.
In the U.S., teachers and parents decide for themselves how much homework to assign. Some elementary schools have done away with homework entirely to give children more time to play, participate in activities and spend time with families.
A guideline circulated by teachers unions in the U.S. recommends about 10 minutes of homework per grade. So, 10 minutes in first grade, 20 minutes in second grade and so on. 
The COVID-19 pandemic and a crisis around youth mental health have complicated debates around homework. In the U.S., extended school closures in some places were accompanied by steep losses in learning, which were often addressed with tutoring and other interventions paid for with federal pandemic relief money. At the same time, increased attention to student wellbeing led some teachers to consider alternate approaches including reduced or optional homework. 

    


It's important for children to learn that mastering something "usually requires practice, a lot of practice," said Sahlberg, in Finland. If reducing homework leads kids and parents to think school expectations for excellence will be lowered, "things will go wrong."
_________
AP writers Jan M. Olsen in Copenhagen, Denmark, Michael Melia in Hartford, Connecticut, and Hyung-jin Kim in Seoul, South Korea, contributed. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/poland-homework-ban-education-overload-children-597c361c08eaaa1ea87f0bdf444df3c8



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Father sentenced in Germany for attempted murder for injecting mercury into his daughter's foot | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Father sentenced in Germany for attempted murder for injecting mercury into his daughter's foot
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- A court in Germany on Wednesday sentenced a 30-year-old man to 13 years in prison for attempted murder for injecting mercury into his 1-year-old daughter's foot. The man's girlfriend was sentenced to 12 years in prison for taking part in the crime.
The German news agency dpa reported that the man, from the small town of Springe near the city of Hannover, wanted to take revenge on the child's mother, who had left him shortly after the girl's birth.
According to the indictment, the father and his new girlfriend, knew the poison would not lead directly to death and had wanted to inflict particularly severe pain on the toddler.
After the injection, the daughter got a severe infection in her foot and a rash all over her body. The mercury in her body was only found by chance during a third surgery related to the poisoning, dpa reported.

    


Both the father and his 34-year-old girlfriend, initially denied the charge before a court in Hannover but shortly before the trial ended, the couple admitted they together injected the mercury into the girl's left foot and right ankle last July, dpa said. 
It's unclear where they procured the liquid mercury. 
The defendants can appeal the ruling. The names of the defendants and the victim were not released, in line with German privacy policy. 
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    [image: FILE - A Qatar Airways jet approaches Philadelphia International Airport in Philadelphia, Nov. 7, 2019. An Australian court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, has rejected a case brought by five women seeking compensation from Qatar Airways over invasive gynecological examinations conducted on passengers at Doha's airport in 2020. The women's case against the airport's operator is still going ahead, however. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - A Qatar Airways jet approaches Philadelphia International Airport in Philadelphia, Nov. 7, 2019. An Australian court on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, has rejected a case brought by five women seeking compensation from Qatar Airways over invasive gynecological examinations conducted on passengers at Doha's airport in 2020. The women's case against the airport's operator is still going ahead, however. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- An Australian court has rejected a case brought by five women seeking compensation from Qatar Airways over invasive gynecological examinations conducted on passengers at Doha's airport in 2020, but their case against the airport's operator is going ahead.
The five, whose identities have been concealed by the courts, were among hundreds of women forcibly removed from airliners in Doha on Oct. 2, 2020, as officials searched for the mother of a newborn baby found dumped in a terminal trash can.
Thirteen women were removed from a flight to Sydney. Many said they were forced to undergo non-consensual gynecological or intimate physical examinations.
Federal Court Justice John Halley on Wednesday ruled the women's argument against state-owned Qatar Airways did not meet international airline liability protocols.

    


"My conclusion that the exclusivity principle precludes the applicants from pursuing any claim for damages against Qatar Airways is a complete answer to the claims that the applicants seek to bring against Qatar Airways," Halley said.
The judge also said the women's case against the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority could not go ahead. However, the case against the Qatar Company for Airports Operation and Management (MATAR), the airport's operator, could continue. MATAR is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Qatar Airways.




The women's lawyer, Damian Sturzaker, said in a statement his clients were considering an appeal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We note however that the claims against the airport operator, MATAR remain on foot. Our clients' resolve to continue to agitate their claims remains undiminished," Sturzaker said. The case returns to court on May 10.
Australian Transport Minister Catherine King did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Thursday on the court ruling.
She revealed last year that the examinations of passengers were part of the reason she decided in June to refuse to allow Qatar Airways to increase its services to Australia.

    


Qatar Airways Senior Vice President Matt Raos told an Australian Senate inquiry in September that such examinations of passengers would never be repeated.
"We've had nothing like it previously in our history and we're completely committed to ensuring nothing like this ever happens again," Raos told the committee.
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Archaeologists excavating new sites in Pompeii have uncovered a sumptuous banquet hall decorated with intricately frescoed mythological characters inspired by the Trojan War, officials said Thursday.
The hall, which features a mosaic floor, was uncovered as part of a project to shore up the areas dividing the excavated and unexcavated parts of Pompeii, the ancient city near Naples that was destroyed in 79 A.D. when Mt. Vesuvius erupted.
The banquet hall was used for refined entertaining and features black walls, a technique that prevented the smoke from oil lamps from being seen, said Gabriel Zuchtriegel, director of the Pompeii archaeological park.
The figures painted against that black backdrop include Helen of Troy and Apollo. Experts said the reference to mythological figures was designed to entertain guests and provide conversation starters.

    


The room, which is about 15 meters (yards) long and 6 meters (yards) wide, opens onto a courtyard near a staircase leading to the first floor of the home, the park said in a press release.
Excavations in Pompeii have recently focused on areas of the city where the middle classes and servants lived, while previous ones have concentrated on the elaborately frescoed villas of Pompeii's upper classes. 
The excavations that yielded the new banquet hall are designed to improve the hydrogeological structure of the entire park, to make it more sustainable as the region copes with climate extremes -- heavy rainfall and intense heat -- that are threatening the UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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    [image: FILE - A tourist takes a selfie with the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Nov. 25, 2017. Brazil's government has postponed until April 2025 tourist visa exemptions for citizens of the U.S., Australia, and Canada that had been scheduled to end on Wednesday, according to a decree published in the nation's official gazette. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado, File)]
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- Brazil's government extended exemptions to tourist visa requirements for citizens of the U.S., Australia and Canada until April 2025, extending a program aimed at boosting tourism that had been scheduled to end Wednesday.
The decision, issued by Brazilian presidency and the Ministry of Foreign Relations late Tuesday, marks the third time Brazil has delayed the visa requirement since President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva took office in 2023. 
His predecessor, Jair Bolsonaro, exempted the countries from visas as a means to boost tourism -- although all three countries continued to demand visas from Brazilians. 
That went against the South American country's tradition of requiring visas from travelers based on the principle of reciprocity and equal treatment, and prompted Lula's Foreign Ministry to say it would scrap the exemptions.

    


"Brazil does not grant unilateral exemption from visiting visas, without reciprocity, to other countries," the ministry said at the time, while noting that the government stood ready to negotiate visa waiver agreements on a reciprocal basis. It did reach a deal with Japan to ease travel provisions.




The decision to maintain exemptions for the three countries is important for boosting tourism in Brazil, notably from the U.S., Brazil's official tourism board Embratur said in a statement Tuesday. 
Official data shows that nearly 670,000 Americans visited Brazil in 2023, making the U.S. the second largest country of origin after neighboring Argentina.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The government initially postponed the reinstatement of the visa requirement in October, then again in January. At the time, the government said it was still finalizing a new visa system and wanted to avoid implementing it close to the high season, mainly during the New Year's celebrations and Carnival festivities in February, which attract tens of thousands of tourists.
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    [image: FILE - A Delta Air Lines plane lands at Logan International Airport, Jan. 26, 2023, in Boston. Delta reports earnings on Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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                                        Delta Air Lines eked out a narrow first-quarter profit and said Wednesday that demand for travel is strong heading into the summer vacation season, with travelers seemingly unfazed by recent incidents in the industry that ranged from a panel blowing off a jetliner in flight to a tire falling off another plane during takeoff.
Delta reported the highest revenue for any first quarter in its history and a $37 million profit. It expects record-breaking revenue in the current quarter as well. The airline said that second-quarter earnings will likely beat Wall Street expectations.
CEO Ed Bastian said Delta's best 11 days ever for ticket sales occurred during the early weeks of 2024.
If travelers are worried about a spate of problem flights and increased scrutiny of plane maker Boeing, "I haven't seen it," Bastian said in an interview. "I only look at my numbers. Demand is the healthiest I've ever seen."

    


A slight majority of Delta's fleet of more than 950 planes are Boeing models, but in recent years it has bought primarily from Airbus, including a January order for 20 big Airbus A350s. As a result, Delta will avoid the dilemma facing rivals United Airlines and American Airlines, which can't get all the Boeing planes they ordered. United is even asking pilots to take unpaid time off in May because of a plane shortage.




"Airbus has been consistent throughout these last five years (at) meeting their delivery targets," Bastian said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Delta does not operate any Boeing 737 Max jets, the plane that was grounded worldwide after two fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019, and which suffered the panel blowout on an Alaska Airlines flight this year. However, the Atlanta-based airline has ordered a new, larger version of the Max that still hasn't been approved by regulators. Bastian said Delta will be happy to use the Max 10 when they arrive.
While Delta has largely dodged headaches caused by Boeing, it faces other obstacles in handling this summer's crowds. 

    


Delta is lobbying the federal government to again allow it to operate fewer flights into the New York City area. Otherwise, Delta could lose valuable takeoff and landing slots. 
The Federal Aviation Administration granted a similar request last summer and even extended it until late October. The FAA said the relief helped airlines reduce canceled flights at the region's busy three main airports by 40%.
Peter Carter, an executive vice president who oversees government affairs, said Delta and other airlines need another waiver permitting fewer flights this summer because the FAA still doesn't have enough air traffic controllers. 
"Absent the waiver, I think we would have, as an industry, some real challenges in New York," Carter said.
Airlines for America, a trade group of the major U.S. carriers, is also pushing for a waiver from rules on minimum flights in New York. The FAA said it would review the request. 
Delta customers will see another change -- a new system for boarding planes. Instead of boarding by groups with names such as Diamond Medallions, Delta Premium Select and Sky Priority, passengers will board in groups numbered one through eight. The airline says it will be less confusing.

    


"When you have a number and you're standing in line, we are all trained to know when it's our turn," Bastian said.
The change won't alter the pecking order of when each type of customer gets to board. Those with the cheapest tickets, Basic Economy, will still board last.
Delta's first-quarter profit follows a $363 million loss a year ago, when the results were weighed down by spending on a new labor contract with pilots.
"We expect Delta to be one of the few airlines to report a profit in the March quarter," TD Cowen analyst Helane Becker said even before Delta's results were released. 
Delta said that excluding special items, it earned 45 cents per share. Analysts were expecting 36 cents per share, according to a FactSet survey.
The airline forecast second-quarter earnings of $2.20 to $2.50 per share. The Wall Street consensus was $2.22 per share. The company stood by its forecast of full-year earnings between $6 and $7 per share.

    


First-quarter revenue rose 8%, to $13.75 billion. Putting Delta's Pennsylvania refinery aside, operating revenue was slightly more than analysts predicted. The airline said second-quarter revenue will be 5% to 7% higher than a year ago.
The airline reported that large corporate customers -- who were slower than leisure travelers to resume flying after the coronavirus pandemic -- are spending more on travel, including firms in technology and financial services. 
Delta has boosted profit by focusing more on premium passengers who pay the highest fares, and raking in money from a credit-card partnership with American Express. 
Costs could rise too, however. Jet fuel is higher than it was a year ago, following a run-up in oil prices, and Delta is spending more on aircraft maintenance this year.
Shares of Delta Air Lines Inc. fell 2.3% by the end of regular trading Wednesday.
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    [image: Pennsylvania state representatives held a voting session on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in the state Capitol in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The House voted 146 to 54 to send the Senate a bill to require that consumers be notified when artificial intelligence has been used to generate content. (AP Photo/Mark Pynes)]
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Pennsylvania consumers would be notified when content has been generated by artificial intelligence, and defendants couldn't argue that child sexual abuse material created by artificial intelligence isn't illegal, under a bill the House passed Wednesday.
The bill's prime sponsor, Rep. Chris Pielli, said it was designed to place guardrails around the use of artificial intelligence to protect consumers. 
"This bill is simple," Pielli, a Democrat from Chester County, said in floor remarks. "If it's AI, it has to say it's AI. Buyer beware."
Lawmakers voted 146-54 to send the measure to the state Senate for its consideration. All Democrats were in favor, while Republicans were roughly split.
The bill would change the state's Unfair Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law to require "clear and conspicuous disclosure" when artificial intelligence has been used to create written text, images, audio or video. 

    


The notice would have to be displayed when the content is first shown to consumers. Violators would have to knowingly or recklessly post AI content, which Pielli said would help protect news organizations that unwittingly publish AI content. 




It is opposed by the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry on the grounds that it could expose businesses to civil litigation and would not be limited to deceptive material. The group is specifically opposed to the consumer notification portion of the bill, a chamber spokesman said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Another provision of the bill prohibits defendants from arguing that child sexual abuse material created by artificial intelligence isn't illegal under criminal laws. 
Public disclosure of AI's use is an emerging theme across hundreds of state bills in U.S. legislatures that seek to regulate the new technology. 
AI filters job and rental applications, determines medical care in some cases and helps create images that find huge audiences on social media, but there are scant laws requiring companies or creators to disclose that AI was used at all. That has left Americans largely in the dark about the technology, even as it spreads to every corner of life.

    


Margaret Durkin, TechNet executive director for Pennsylvania and the mid-Atlantic, said in a statement Wednesday that her organization expects to work with lawmakers on the definition of AI, "to decrease the uncertainty of who and what is affected."
TechNet is a trade group of senior executives that lobbies for tech companies such as Meta and Google. Spokesman Steve Kidera said the group hopes to work with lawmakers to get from an opposed to a neutral position. 
"For example, how does a football broadcast that uses AI to show predictive visual cues know when it's the first time a consumer is interacting with their AI? If a copywriter uses a generative AI product to help them write something, are they obligated to present a disclosure? And how do they do that?" Durkin asked.
The Washington, D.C.-based BSA The Software Alliance, which advocates for the global software industry, said that as of early February there were several hundred AI-related bills pending before about 40 state legislatures. Topics covered by the bills include the risk of bias and discrimination, and deepfakes.
___
This story has been edited to correct the TechNet official's name to Durkin, not Durking. 
___
Associated Press writer Jesse Bedayn in Denver contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- There are lots of things college students and their parents should keep in mind before filing their taxes, and while tax pros say it's great for college students to start filing their own forms, parents and students should double check everything carefully before anyone pushes the "submit" button.
Be clear on who is a dependent
For dependent students filing taxes for the first time, it's easy to overlook checking the "dependent" box, and they cannot then be claimed on their parents' tax forms without the long and arduous task of amending the return merely for failure to check a box.
"College students need to be very careful that they understand whether or not their parents are eligible to claim them as a dependent," says Tom O'Saben, director of tax content and government relations at the American Association of Tax Professionals. Merely not claiming a dependent does not make that taxpayer independent, he says.

    


Claim all eligible college and other education tax credits
There are two kinds of education tax credits. The American opportunity credit is for up to $2,500 a year (based on at least $4,000 spent on tuition, books and fees) for the first four years toward an undergraduate degree.


The second, a lifetime learning credit, can be used toward an undergraduate, graduate or professional degree and is for up to $2,000 (based on 20% of qualified education expenses.) A parent cannot claim both for the same dependent child (or a student can claim it) on a return for the same year, but if there are multiple dependents on the return they could be using either of the credits (but not both at the same time) for each student.
Double check that all forms are in hand

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While most tax-related forms arrive dependably in the mail, college students tend to work multiple jobs each year, and some college tax forms may need to be printed out from the college portal and are not mailed at all. So before filing, make sure your dependent student has confirmed that all tax forms are in for all jobs worked, and they've checked with the college for any additional tax forms.

    


Be clear about state residency
If a student is paying at least half of their own costs and is planning on claiming in-state tuition at their college in a state other than the one in which their parents live, they might want to check with the college financial aid office about residency requirements, O'Saben says.
In some cases, claiming your child as a dependent might not be the best move once the entire financial picture is taken into account.
"Just providing an address in the state your child's college is in may not be enough to claim in-state tuition," O'Saben says.
Make sure your college student files, if needed
Sometimes college students are still required to file their own return even if their parents claim them. Students and parents should check the rules for dependent filing and determine if the student is required to file their own return based on their gross income, says Kathy Pickering, chief tax officer at H&R Block.
Make the most of your 529 account
Qualifying distributions from a 529 account are tax-free and are not included in the child's income, Pickering said. And while only eligible tuition, fees and books are included in the tax credit calculations, for 529 accounts, room and board are also included as eligible for withdrawals.

    


___
Find more of AP's tax season coverage here: https://apnews.com/hub/personal-finance

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tax-season-college-students-deduction-finance-c7a4a7869fd2b174630a7e1630a40184



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Edmunds picks the best used plug-in hybrids that qualify for the federal tax credit | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Edmunds picks the best used plug-in hybrids that qualify for the federal tax credit

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Toyota shows a 2021 Prius Prime. The Prime is the plug-in version of the well-known Prius hybrid. It has an EPA-estimated all-electric range of 25 miles. (Courtesy of Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Ford shows a 2017 Fusion Energi. The Energi is the plug-in version of the regular Fusion Hybrid sedan. It has an EPA-estimated all-electric range of 21 miles. (Courtesy of Ford Motor Co. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Mitsubishi shows a 2019 Outlander PHEV. This version of the Outlander SUV has a plug-in hybrid powertrain that can go an EPA-estimated 22 miles on all-electric power. (David Dewhurst/Mitsubishi Motors via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Kia shows a 2019 Niro Plug-In Hybrid. The plug-in version of the Niro crossover provides an EPA-estimated range of 26 miles on all-electric power. (Courtesy of Kia America via AP)]
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                                        Buying a plug-in hybrid vehicle, or PHEV, can be a great way to ensure fuel efficiency. These are hybrid vehicles that drive just like a regular hybrid but have a chargeable battery that allows you to first drive a short distance on all-electric power. Frequently charging the battery at home can significantly reduce your gasoline use. The issue a lot of shoppers encounter, however, is price. A new PHEV is typically a lot more expensive than a regular hybrid. That's where buying a used plug-in hybrid comes into play. 
Enough PHEVs have now hit the used market that finding one isn't much of a problem. In addition, used versions qualify for the same federal tax credit that used electric vehicles qualify for. You can get up to $4,000, or 30% of the sales price, off a used plug-in hybrid. To qualify for the federal tax credit, the plug-in hybrid you're interested in must: 1) be purchased from a licensed dealership; 2) cost $25,000 or less; and 3) be at least two model years old from the current year. 

    


The car experts at Edmunds rounded up five of their top used plug-in hybrid picks. The estimated price ranges listed below are what you can typically expect to pay at a nationwide no-haggle dealership such as CarMax or Carvana. 




TOYOTA PRIUS PRIME 
The Prius Prime is the plug-in hybrid version of the regular Prius hybrid. The previous generation Prius Prime, or the 2017 through 2022 model years, qualifies for the tax credit. The older Prius Plug-in Hybrid model and the current Prius Prime don't qualify. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Prime provides a respectable EPA-estimated electric driving range of 25 miles. But when operating like a regular hybrid, it's the most efficient on the list with an impressive combined rating of 54 mpg. Prime models have slightly less cargo space because of the larger battery pack, however, and acceleration is, just like with the regular Prius, pretty slow.

    


2017-2022 model pricing: $18,000-$32,000 
CHEVROLET VOLT
Unlike the other models on the list, the Volt is only available as a plug-in hybrid. Both generations of the Volt, which ran from 2011 to 2019, qualify for the tax credit, meaning older models are very affordable with the tax credit. 
The Volt, which is a hatchback, provides the longest electric driving range on the list. The first-generation model has an EPA-estimated 35 to 38 miles of electric range, and the second-generation model boasts an impressive 53 miles. When driving as a hybrid, the first-generation Volt gets 37 mpg combined and the second-generation model delivers 42 mpg combined. Try to get the much-improved second-generation Volt if you can.
2011-2019 model pricing: $12,000-$24,600
FORD FUSION ENERGI
The Fusion sedan is long gone, but plug-in hybrid Energi models qualify for the tax credit. The non-hybrid and hybrid models do not qualify. Production of the Energi model spanned from 2013 until 2020. So if you have a low budget, consider an older model. 
Depending on the model year, the Fusion Energi has a driving range of 19 to 26 miles and is rated at 38 to 42 mpg in combined driving when operating like a hybrid. The Fusion is the only sedan on this list, but it's a sizable one, providing lots of passenger room.

    


2013-2020 model pricing: $15,000-$25,000
KIA NIRO PLUG-IN HYBRID 
As the name implies, the Niro Plug-in Hybrid is the plug-in hybrid version of the Niro crossover, which is a regular hybrid. The previous-generation model that ran from 2018 through 2022 qualifies for the tax credit, but the current model doesn't qualify yet. And if you're considering a used electric vehicle, the previous-generation Niro Electric (2019-2022) also qualifies for the tax credit. 
The Niro Plug-in Hybrid can drive 26 miles on electric power and delivers 46 mpg in combined driving when running like a regular hybrid, which is pretty good for a crossover. The Niro boasts a spacious cabin, but all-wheel drive isn't available. 
2018-2022 model pricing: $20,000-$27,000 
MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER PHEV
The Outlander PHEV is the plug-in hybrid version of the regular Outlander. The previous-generation Outlander PHEV qualifies for the tax credit and was available from 2018 to 2022. The current model is still too new to qualify. 

    


The all-wheel-drive Outlander PHEV provides a commendable electric range of 22 to 24 miles but has the worst fuel economy on the list when running as a hybrid: 25 to 26 mpg combined. If you're set on getting a used plug-in hybrid SUV, this is your best shot at getting one below the $25,000 tax credit limit. Weak acceleration and a low-buck cabin are drawbacks, however.
2018-2022 model pricing: $20,000-$27,000
____
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Michael Cantu is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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    [image: Christine Lagarde, right, President of the European Central Bank (ECB), arrives for a press conference together with Vice President Luis de Guindos, left, at the ECB headquarters in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, April 11, 2024. The European Central Bank is leaving its key interest rate benchmark unchanged, choosing to wait for confirmation that rapidly receding inflation is firmly under control before cutting rates to support an economy that's struggling to grow. (Arne Dedert/dpa via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A man rows along the Main river, with the European Central Bank, right in background, in Frankfurt, Germany, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. Markets are waiting to hear what European Central Bank President Christine Lagarde has to say about the timing of a first interest rate cut. Analysts say the bank isn't likely to change rates at its policy meeting Thursday. (AP Photo/Michael Probst, File)]
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- The European Central Bank signalled Thursday it could cut interest rates at its next meeting in June, a big step as the rich world's central banks, including the U.S. Federal Reserve, wrestle with how soon declining inflation will let them lower credit costs for business and consumers. 
The bank left its key rate benchmarks unchanged at a record high of 4%, but bank President Christine Lagarde said a rate cut was now on the table. 
If incoming data confirm inflation's decline, "it would be appropriate to reduce the current level of monetary policy restriction," she said at her post-decision news conference.
The policy meeting at the bank's skyscraper headquarters in Frankfurt was widely regarded as a prelude to the June 6 meeting, after Lagarde had dropped a broad hint by saying that the bank would have more information on the path of inflation at that meeting.





    


Thursday's stance "officially opens the door to a June rate cut," said Carsten Brzeski, chief of global macro at ING bank. "This is the first time the ECB has talked about rate cuts in its official policy announcement."
The decision comes as the rich world's central banks are tilting toward undoing some of the sharp hikes to interest rates that were imposed with the goal of getting inflation under control. The Swiss National Bank was the first major central bank to cut rates in the current cycle on March 21. The big exception is Japan, which raised rates for the first time in 17 years on March 19.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's a policy shift closely watched by stock investors. Markets soared in recent months on expectations of lower rates by this summer. Broad stock market indexes fell immediately in the U.S. on Wednesday and bond prices rose after a hotter than expected inflation reading of 3.5% for March raised fears that the Fed may wait longer than previously thought to lower its benchmark interest rate.

    


Lagarde said the ECB's actions on rates were based on Europe's inflation data, and only took U.S. inflation into account as part of the bigger global picture including China, Japan and emerging markets. "We have to determine monetary policy decisions on the basis of the data that are produced by the euro area, on the basis of the global environment," she said. 
The drivers of inflation in the U.S. are different, she said, and "the two economies are not the same."
Inflation in the 20 European Union member countries that use the euro currency, and where the ECB sets interest rate policy, has fallen to 2.4% in March, down from a peak of 10.6% in October 2023. 
Economists say U.S. inflation was driven by large-scale government spending, while Europe's price spike came from an outside shock: Russia cutting off most supplies of cheap natural gas after its invasion of Ukraine. Energy prices have now fallen to pre-war levels, and inflation levels have gradually eased as a result. 
Higher rates help squelch inflation by raising the cost of borrowing to buy things, which can cool demand for goods -- but they can also slow growth if overdone or maintained for too long. And growth in Europe has been anemic to say the least. The eurozone economy didn't grow at all in the last three months of last year and the outlook for the figures from the quarter just ended isn't much better. 

    


The central bank's benchmarks guide the costs of borrowing for banks, and through that influence rates throughout the economy, from business credit lines to mortgages and credit cards to government bonds. 
Rate cuts can boost stocks because they suggest the central bank sees a strong economy ahead that will boost corporate profits, and because lower interest rates make stocks relatively more attractive compared with interest-bearing holdings such as bonds or CDs. 
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                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- A Vietnamese real estate tycoon was sentenced to death Thursday in the country's biggest ever financial fraud case, a shocking development in an intensifying anti-corruption drive in the southeast Asian nation.
Truong My Lan, a high-profile businesswoman who chaired a sprawling company that developed luxury apartments, hotels, offices and shopping malls, was arrested in 2022. The 67-year-old was formally charged of fraud amounting to $12.5 billion -- nearly 3% of the country's 2022 GDP.
Death sentences are not uncommon in Vietnam, but it is rare in financial crime cases and for someone this well known.
Here is a look at the key details of the case.
WHO IS TRUONG MY LAN?
Lan was born in 1956 and started out helping sell cosmetics with her mother, a Chinese businesswoman, in Ho Chi Minh city's oldest market, according to state media Tien Phong.

    


She and her family established the Van Thinh Phat company in 1992, when Vietnam shed its state-run economy in favor of a more market-oriented one that was open to foreigners. Over the years VTP grew to become one of Vietnam's richest real estate firms.
Today the company is linked to some of Ho Chi Minh's most valuable downtown properties including the glittering 39-story Times Square Saigon, the five-star Windsor Plaza Hotel, the 37-story Capital Place office building and the five-star Sherwood Residence hotel where Lan lived until her arrest.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lan met her husband, Hong Kong investor Eric Chu Nap-kee, in 1992. They have two daughters.
WHAT IS SHE ACCUSED OF?

    
        
    
Lan was involved in the 2011 merger of the beleaguered Saigon Joint Commercial Bank, or SCB, with two others in a plan coordinated by Vietnam's central bank.
She is accused of using the bank as her cash cow, illegally controlling it between 2012 to 2022, and using thousands of "ghost companies" in Vietnam and abroad to give loans to herself and her allies, according to government documents.

    


The loans resulted in losses of $27 billion, state media VN Express reported Thursday.
She was accused of paying bribes to government officials -- including a former central official who has been sentenced to life in prison for taking $5.2 million in bribes -- and violating banking regulations, government documents said.
The court sentenced her to death, saying her actions "not only violate the property management rights of individuals but also pushed SCB into a state of special control, eroding people's trust in the leadership of the (Communist) party and state."
WHY IS THIS HAPPENING NOW?
Lan's arrest in October 2022 is among the most high-profile in an ongoing anti-corruption drive in Vietnam that has ramped up since 2022.
Weeks after her trial started in early March, former President Vo Van Thuong resigned after being implicated in the so-called "Blazing Furnace" campaign that has been the hallmark of Communist Party general secretary Nguyen Phu Trong, the country's most powerful politician.
While Lan's arrest and the scale of the scam shocked the nation, the case also raised questions about whether other banks or businesses had similarly erred, dampening Vietnam's economic outlook and making foreign investors jittery.
This is happening as Vietnam tries to argue its case for being the ideal home for businesses trying to move away from neighboring China.
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Hungary's government will place new restrictions on the import of Ukrainian agricultural products, the country's agricultural minister said Thursday, a move designed to protect Hungarian farmers from market fluctuations caused by cheaper Ukrainian imports.
Agricultural Minister Istvan Nagy told a news conference that a 2022 European Union decision to allow for duty-free imports from Ukraine, meant to help keep its economy afloat after Russia's invasion, had led to "severe oversupply and significantly low prices" in the European agricultural market. 
He blamed the EU and its executive commission for failing to protect European farmers who could not compete with the cheaper imports, and said Hungary would pass additional protections "in its national competence." 
"Brussels and the European Commission have betrayed Hungarian farmers and are supporting Ukrainian oligarchs instead," Nagy said. 

    


Hungary has had a fraught relationship with neighboring Ukraine, and is among the EU countries that has offered the least support to Kyiv during its war with Russia. 
Soon after the full-scale Russian invasion in February 2022, Hungary declared it would not provide weapons to Kyiv or allow their transfer across its eastern border. It has also argued against sanctions on Moscow and threatened to derail EU financial assistance to its war-ravaged neighbor. 




On Thursday, Nagy said the government had decided on a five-point plan to assist Hungarian farmers, including a requirement for sellers and logistics companies to report to Hungary's government on restricted products being imported via Ukraine regardless of those products' country of origin. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nagy added that processed products made from Ukrainian grain would also be subject to the restrictions. 
Hungary last year introduced a ban on the import of 24 Ukrainian agricultural products, but said it would allow their transfer across its territory. The ban applied to grains, oil seeds, flour, cooking oil and several meat products. The government removed Ukrainian natural honey from the list last month. 

    


In March, the EU struck a deal to renew its temporary suspension of import duties and quotas on Ukrainian agricultural exports to the bloc. But the deal comes with a reinforced safeguard that will force the European Commission to reintroduce tariff-rate quotas if imports of various staples surpass the average volumes imported in 2022 and 2023. 
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    [image: FILE - In this Thursday, March 16, 2017 file photo Lufthansa flight attendants silhouetted as they pose for a photograph on occasion of the company's annual press conference in Munich, Germany. Lufthansa and a union representing cabin crew reached a pay deal Thursday, concluding the last of several major disputes that have led to strikes recently at Germany's biggest airline and in the country's wider aviation sector. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader,file)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Lufthansa and a union representing cabin crew reached a pay deal Thursday, concluding the last of several major disputes that have led to recent strikes at Germany's biggest airline and in the country's wider aviation sector.
The UFO union said nearly 19,000 cabin crew will get a pay rise effectively totaling 17.4% in three stages under the three-year deal, plus a one-time payment of 3,000 euros ($3,240) per person to offset inflation. Some bonuses also will be increased.
The union, which originally sought a 15% increase over an 18-month period, will put the deal to a ballot of its members. Its deal with Lufthansa doesn't include staff at two company subsidiaries, Cityline and Discover, where talks are ongoing.
Last month, the Ver.di union secured a pay raise totaling an average 12.5% over two years for some 25,000 Lufthansa ground staff following an arbitration process. There will be bigger raises for some lower earners.

    


Earlier this week, a separate dispute involving security staff at most major German airports and their employers was resolved. That deal, also reached after arbitration, foresees raises totaling 13.1% to 15.1% over 15 months.




All three disputes led to strikes in recent months that caused widespread flight cancelations.
The disruption was compounded by lengthy strikes caused by a simultaneous dispute between Germany's main railway operator, Deutsche Bahn, and a union representing many of its train drivers. That was resolved last month with a deal that will see the working week of drivers and some other personnel reduced from 38 hours to 35 by 2029 without having their pay cut. They will have an option to work longer for more money.
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    [image: FILE - A lawmaker holds a copy of the proposed Safeguarding National Security Bill at the Legislative Council in Hong Kong, March 19, 2024. The United States sees Hong Kong's new national security law as a tool to potentially silence dissent both at home and abroad, but has tread carefully so far in responding, a disappointment to those fighting for democracy and freedoms in the Chinese territory. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, File)]
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Reporters Without Borders said Wednesday that one of its representatives was denied entry into Hong Kong, calling it a "new decline" in the city's press freedoms.
According to the group, its Taipei-based staffer Aleksandra Bielakowska was stopped at the airport by immigration officers. She was detained, questioned and had her belongings searched three times before she was denied entry, said the group, also known by its French acronym RSF.
"This action by the Hong Kong authorities, unprecedented for RSF, marks a new decline in the already poor press freedom climate in the territory," RSF said in a statement.
Bielakowska was to meet journalists and attend a hearing at the trial of Jimmy Lai, the media tycoon and founder of the now-defunct Apple Daily newspaper who is facing national security charges.
The Immigration Department did not comment when contacted after business hours.

    


Rebecca Vincent, RSF's director of campaigns, said the group had "never experienced such blatant efforts by authorities to evade scrutiny of court proceedings in any country."
A major crackdown on dissent has taken place in Hong Kong since the massive anti-government protests in 2019. After Beijing imposed a new national security law on the city, dozens of pro-democracy activists have been arrested and charged. Also, electoral laws have been overhauled to ensure that only "patriots" loyal to Beijing can run for office.




Police have also frozen assets and raided the newsrooms of pro-democracy media outlets, eventually forcing them to cease operations. In March, Hong Kong lawmakers approved the Article 23 security bill, which includes maximum penalties of life imprisonment for offences such as treason and insurrection.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two former Stand News editors are expected to hear a verdict in their case this month after being charged under a colonial-era sedition law, and in March, U.S.-funded Radio Free Asia said that its Hong Kong bureau has been closed because of safety concerns under the new national security law.
Once seen as a bastion of media freedom in Asia, Hong Kong has since plummeted in press freedom rankings. The semi-autonomous city currently ranks 140th out of 180 countries in RSF's World Press Freedom Index. In 2002, Hong Kong was ranked 18th.
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    [image: FILE - A black plume rises over East Palestine, Ohio, as a result of the controlled detonation of a portion of the derailed Norfolk Southern trains Monday, Feb. 6, 2023. The lawyers who negotiated a $600 million settlement with Norfolk Southern over that railroad's disastrous 2023 derailment in eastern Ohio want residents to talk with them before deciding the historic deal isn't enough. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        The lawyers who negotiated a $600 million settlement with Norfolk Southern over that railroad's disastrous 2023 derailment in Ohio want residents to talk with them before deciding the historic deal isn't enough.
They said Wednesday that the settlement for everyone within 20 miles (32 kilometers) of the East Palestine disaster is bigger than any derailment settlement ever made public, including the worst in recent memory when a crude oil train rolled out of control downhill, killing 47 people in Lac Megantic, Canada, in 2013.
Apocalyptic images from the derailment in the small town on the Ohio-Pennsylvania border inspired calls for railroad safety reforms and exposed lasting fears for the community. Three days after a toxic mix of chemicals caught fire in the crash, officials unleashed a massive plume of black smoke over East Palestine when they blew open five tank cars of vinyl chloride and burned the chemicals because they feared an explosion. 

    


On Wednesday, the lawyers moved to address residents' fears that the settlement wasn't enough, saying compensation would vary based on the severity of the derailment's impact on each person. Several residents said after the settlement was announced Tuesday that they worried the money, once divided among many, wouldn't be enough to cover potential future health care costs should they develop cancer later.




"This is not like your AT&T settlement where everybody gets two bucks. No, this is very individualized with respect to how close people were to the impact area, what their current situation is, whether they own, whether they rent -- all sorts of criteria," said Jayne Conroy, one of the lead attorneys with Simmons Hanly Conroy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That formula dictating how much each person receives is still being written, they said. And a federal judge would have to grant the deal preliminary approval before those awards could be calculated.

    


The deal does include a provision to compensate people for person injuries. Accepting that money would preclude a future claim over cancer or some other horrible illness that might develop, but area residents can decline the health money and still receive a payment for property damage. 
Mike Morgan, one of the other lead attorneys in the case with Morgan & Morgan, said this settlement wasn't really designed to compensate for crippling health problems that might emerge later. But he said none of the experts consulted during the litigation expect this derailment to lead to a huge cancer clusters even with all the chemicals that spilled and caught fire -- or even the vinyl chloride intentionally released and burned three days later to prevent five tank cars from exploding.
Morgan said it's important to remember that this lawsuit wasn't about the massive cleanup costs that the railroad has already spent more than $1.1 billion on. There are separate lawsuits filed by the state and federal governments to address that. 
Gas station owner Anna Doss said she's optimistic that this settlement will help the town move forward though she's awaiting specifics of how the money will be divided up. Like many others in town, Doss is ready to try to put the derailment behind her although her business is struggling. She lost one quarter of her sales last year, and now her retirement plan is up in the air because her niece who had planned to buy the businesses moved away to Florida. 

    


"We just pray that things go well and that everything that has been done is going to work to build a better community," Doss said.
Of course no one in East Palestine is immune from the fears that the derailment could lead to major health problems years from now. Tammy Tsai choked up when she said her and her husband had decided to cash out their retirements to move away, fearful of staying in the "toxic community." 
"We're fortunate that we have some retirements," she said. "But what about the people that don't? That want to get out of here, that are sick?"
The fact that the settlement includes several larger towns around East Palestine had Tsai imagining residents walking away with only small pieces of the larger figure. She worries about any sickness worsening in future years and residents having difficulties getting compensated then.

    


She felt the settlement only benefited Norfolk Southern, and would hardly make a dent in their pocket.
The railroad's CEO Alan Shaw acknowledged the deal would help remove some financial uncertainty for his company, but he argued during a presentation to investors Wednesday it would also be good for the town and help people recover.
"This gives monetary relief to individuals and qualifying businesses that they can apply in a manner to which they choose," Shaw said. "What it really does is it addresses a lot of the financial exposure that was out there for Norfolk Southern and our shareholders, and takes that tail risk out of it."

    


Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said in a new op-ed Wednesday that what the country really owes East Palestine -- more than monetary payments -- is to make railroads safer. He again urged Congress to pass a package of reforms proposed after the derailment that would set tough standards for inspections and trackside detectors while giving authorities power to impose much bigger fines.
"If we get this right, their community will be known not only for the derailment that upended everyday life there, but for the lifesaving reforms that came next," Buttigieg said.
___
Former Associated Press reporter Brooke Schultz contributed to this report from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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    [image: FILE - Oklahoma Attorney General Gentner Drummond stands during the playing of the national anthem at the inauguration ceremonies, Jan. 9, 2023, in Oklahoma City. Drummond filed lawsuits on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, against two Texas-based natural gas companies over their role in soaring gas prices during Winter Storm Uri in 2021. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki, File)]
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                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- Two Texas-based natural gas companies are being sued by Oklahoma, which alleges they fraudulently reduced gas supplies to send prices soaring during Winter Storm Uri, making huge profits while thousands shivered across the state.
The lawsuits are Oklahoma's first against natural gas operators over earnings during the 2021 storm. The suits were filed against Dallas-based ET Gathering & Processing, which acquired Enable Midstream Partners in 2021, and Houston-based Symmetry Energy Solutions.
Both lawsuits seek actual and punitive damages, as well as a share of any profits that resulted from wrongdoing. Oklahoma's Republican attorney general, Gentner Drummond, said his office intends to pursue additional litigation against other companies that may have engaged in market manipulation.
"I believe the level of fraud perpetrated on Oklahomans during Winter Storm Uri is both staggering and unconscionable," Drummond said in a statement. "While many companies conducted themselves above board during that trying time, our analysis indicates that some bad actors reaped billions of dollars in ill-gotten gains."

    


A Symmetry spokesperson said in a statement that the company "adamantly denies the unfounded allegations in the lawsuit, which it will vigorously defend." A message seeking comment left with ET was not immediately returned. The lawsuits were filed in Osage County, Oklahoma.




The devastating storm sent temperatures plummeting across the country and left millions of people without power.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach filed a similar lawsuit in federal court in December against a natural gas marketer operating in that state. In Texas, which was also hit hard by the deadly storm, the electric utility Griddy Energy reached a settlement with state regulators over crushing electric bills its customers received.
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    [image: FILE - The National Transportation Safety Board logo and signage are seen at a news conference at NTSB headquarters in Washington, Dec. 18, 2017. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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[image: FILE - A Ford sign is seen at a dealership in Springfield, Pa., April 26, 2022. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - A Ford sign is seen at a dealership in Springfield, Pa., April 26, 2022. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Agency probes Philadelphia fatal crash involving Ford that may have been running on automated system

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The National Transportation Safety Board logo and signage are seen at a news conference at NTSB headquarters in Washington, Dec. 18, 2017. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - The National Transportation Safety Board logo and signage are seen at a news conference at NTSB headquarters in Washington, Dec. 18, 2017. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
FILE - The National Transportation Safety Board logo and signage are seen at a news conference at NTSB headquarters in Washington, Dec. 18, 2017. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A Ford sign is seen at a dealership in Springfield, Pa., April 26, 2022. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - A Ford sign is seen at a dealership in Springfield, Pa., April 26, 2022. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2
FILE - A Ford sign is seen at a dealership in Springfield, Pa., April 26, 2022. The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March 3, 2024, crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        DETROIT (AP) -- The National Transportation Safety Board is investigating a March crash near Philadelphia that killed two people and involved a Ford electric vehicle that may have been operating on a partially automated driving system.
A Mustang Mach E sport utility vehicle hit two stationary passenger cars on Interstate 95 at 3:19 a.m. March 3, the agency said. Both drivers of the stationary cars were killed, and one may have been outside of their vehicle.
In a posting Wednesday on the social platform X, the agency said it will coordinate with the Pennsylvania State Police in the probe. The Mach E hit a parked Toyota Prius and rammed it into a Hyundai Elantra, the agency said. 
Ford said in a statement that it was told of the Philadelphia crash by the NTSB, and the company informed the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

    


"We are researching the events of March 3 and collaborating fully with both agencies to understand the facts," the company said Wednesday. 
The crash is the second this year involving a Mach E that the NTSB has sent a team to investigate. The first crash occurred on Feb. 24 along Interstate 10 in San Antonio, Texas.




The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration also is investigating that crash, in which the Mach E struck a Honda CR-V that was stopped in the middle lane with no lights around 9:50 p.m. The driver of the CR-V was killed. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The NTSB said that preliminary information shows the Mach E in the Texas crash was equipped with Ford's partially automated driving system
The agency at the time said it was investigating the crash due to continued interest in advanced driver assistance systems and how vehicle operators interact with the new technology.
Ford's Blue Cruise system allows drivers to take their hands off the steering wheel while it handles steering, braking and acceleration on highways. The company says the system isn't fully autonomous and it monitors drivers to make sure they pay attention to the road. It operates on 97% of controlled access highways in the U.S. and Canada, Ford says. 

    


There are no fully autonomous vehicles for sale to the public in the U.S.
Both NHTSA and the NTSB have investigated multiple previous crashes involving partially automated driving systems, most involving Tesla's Autopilot. In past investigations, the NTSB has examined how the partially automated system functioned.
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    [image: FILE - A Ford sign is shown at a dealership in Springfield, Pa., Tuesday, April 26, 2022. Ford is recalling nearly 43,000 small SUVs, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, because gasoline can leak from the fuel injectors onto hot engine surfaces, increasing the risk of fires. But the recall remedy does not include repairing the fuel leaks.(AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Ford is recalling nearly 43,000 small SUVs because gasoline can leak from the fuel injectors onto hot engine surfaces, increasing the risk of fires. But the recall remedy does not include repairing the fuel leaks.
The recall covers certain Bronco Sport SUVs from the 2022 and 2023 model years, as well as Escape SUVs from 2022. All have 1.5-liter engines.
Ford says in documents filed with U.S. safety regulators that fuel injectors can crack, and gasoline or vapor can accumulate near ignition sources, possibly touching off fires.
Dealers will install a tube to let gasoline flow away from hot surfaces to the ground below the vehicle. They'll also update engine control software to detect a pressure drop in the fuel injection system. If that happens, the software will disable the high pressure fuel pump, reduce engine power and cut temperatures in the engine compartment, according to documents posted Wednesday on the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration website.

    


Owners were to be notified by letter starting April 1.
The company says in documents it has reports of five under-hood fires and 14 warranty replacements of fuel injectors, but no reports of crashes or injuries.




In an email, Ford said it is not replacing fuel injectors because it is confident the recall repairs "will prevent the failure from occurring and protect the customer." The new software also will trigger a dashboard warning light and allow customers to drive to a safe location, stop the vehicle and arrange for service, the company said. NHTSA documents filed by Ford say the problem happens only in about 1% of the SUVs. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The company also said it will extend warranty coverage for cracked fuel injectors, so owners who experience the problem will get replacements. Ford said repairs are already available, and details of the extended warranty will be available in June. 

    


Ford said the recall is an extension of a 2022 recall for the same problem. The repair has already been tested on vehicles involved in the previous recall, and Ford said it's not aware of any problems.
The company also said it isn't recommending that the SUVs be parked only outdoors because there's no evidence that fires happen when vehicles are parked and the engines are off.
Michael Brooks, executive director of the nonprofit Center for Auto Safety, called Ford's remedy for the fuel leaks a "Band-aid type recall" and said the company is trying to avoid the cost of repairing the fuel injectors. 
A 1% failure rate, he said, is high, and even with the repairs, drivers still could be forced to exit a freeway at a low speed, placing them at risk of a crash. 
NHTSA, he said, should do more to make sure recalls fix the root causes of vehicle problems rather than making less-costly repairs.
In the past, NHTSA has said it does not have legal authority to pre-approve recall fixes. But in a statement Wednesday, the agency said it will "closely track their performance using field data." The agency said owners who have questions should contact their dealership or Ford.

    


Brooks said Congress should change the law so the agency can "require something more than the rubber stamp that NHTSA is currently deploying" on recalls.
The agency, he said, has been more aggressive of late in investigating recall fixes. "That is a post-remedy inquiry that won't make the fixes better, and further stretches out the process and leaves consumers in limbo," he said. 
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                                        MARSHALL, Ark. (AP) -- A rural Arkansas city has been tapped to get a $1.7 million federal infrastructure grant designed to boost manufacturing jobs in the state.
The U.S. Department of Commerce announced Tuesday that Searcy County would receive the grant to renovate an existing building in Marshall to be used as a frozen food manufacturing facility, KARK-TV reported.
Searcy County Chamber of Commerce Director Darryl Treat said obtaining the grant was the joint effort of the Chamber of Commerce, Northwest Arkansas Development District, County Judge Tony Horton and Marshall Mayor Kevin Elliot.
The grant will be used to renovate the county-owned former Flintrock Shirt Company building on Highway 65, Elliot said. The plant, which once employed hundreds, shut down in 2019.
Treat said Ozark Food Group would use the building to manufacture pie shells and sandwiches to be resold by grocery stores.

    


The new plant is expected to bring between 70 and 80 jobs to the city, something Treat said the city and county have needed for a long time. In addition to the shirt factory closing, a fiberglass company in the city closed about two years ago and a furniture manufacturer in the northern part of the county recently closed, he said.




"The Ozark Food Group is the best economic news we have received in a long time," Treat said. "We need jobs."
Building renovations will soon begin, with manufacturing expected to begin in 2025, Treat said.
Marshall is the largest city in and county seat of Searcy County. It is located in the Ozarks at the foot of the Boston Mountain Range 10.5 miles (16.9 kilometers) south of the Buffalo National River.
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                                        Benchmark U.S. crude oil for May delivery rose 98 cents to $86.21 per barrel Wednesday. Brent crude for June delivery rose $1.06 to $90.48 per barrel.
Wholesale gasoline for May delivery rose 2 cents to $2.78 a gallon. May heating oil rose 3 cents to $2.71 a gallon. May natural gas rose 2 cents to $1.89 per 1,000 cubic feet.
Gold for June delivery fell $14 to $2,348.40 per ounce. Silver for May delivery rose 7 cents to $28.05 per ounce, and May copper fell 1 cent to $4.28 per pound.
The dollar rose to 152.96 yen from 151.75 Japanese yen. The euro fell to $1.0737 from $1.0853.
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    [image: FILE - In this photo taken on April 8, 2009, guide Dave Salyers describes the bourbon making process to a group touring the Woodford Reserve distillery in Versailles, Ky. The Kentucky distillery has been ordered to bargain with a local Teamsters union after a federal labor law judge ruled that the prominent bourbon producer undermined efforts by its worker to unionize. (AP Photo/Ed Reinke, file)]
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                                        Woodford Reserve undermined unionization efforts at its Kentucky distillery by awarding pay raises, relaxing its vacation policy and handing out bottles of whiskey to workers before a vote on whether to unionize, a federal judge ruled.
The sweeteners the prominent bourbon maker offered to workers were timed to influence the outcome of the unionization vote, Andrew S. Gollin, an administrative law judge with the National Labor Relations Board, wrote in his decision Monday.
The 2022 unionization effort failed, but Gollin set aside the election results and said Woodford Reserve and its parent company should recognize and bargain with a local Teamsters union. Woodford Reserve is part of spirits giant Brown-Forman Corp., based in Louisville, Kentucky.
"Overall, the timing and circumstances surrounding these actions are more than sufficient to infer unlawful motivation," Gollin wrote in his decision.

    


The company said it took each of the actions in question for legitimate business reasons that were unrelated to the union campaign. But the judge disagreed, saying the company engaged in unfair labor practices in violation of the National Labor Relations Act. The company failed to prove that the pay raise, relaxed vacation policy and whiskey giveaway would have occurred in the absence of the union campaign, he said. 




Brown-Forman said it is reviewing the ruling and determining its next steps. The judge's order can be appealed to the NLRB. The decision also was significant because it was the second administrative law judge bargaining order since the NLRB set a new framework for union elections last year, said Kayla Blado, a spokeswoman for the board. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Joe Lance, vice president and business agent for Teamsters Local 651, said the judge made the "right call."
"This is a clear cut example of unlawful interference in what should have been a free and fair election," Lance said in a statement. "We hope this serves as a deterrent to other employers, who will hopefully think twice before they violate federal labor laws."

    


Episodes of labor unrest have occurred in recent years in Kentucky's renowned bourbon industry, including strikes that involved prominent producers including Jim Beam, Four Roses and Heaven Hill.
The union-organizing campaign at Woodford Reserve began in August 2022 at the historic distillery in the heart of Kentucky's picturesque bluegrass region. The primary motivation was to seek higher wages.
Ahead of the election, distillery managers told employees they would receive a $4 per hour across-the-board pay raise. Workers started seeing the increase on their paychecks about a week before the election. Once the pay raise was announced, employee interest in the union waned, the judge noted.
Woodford also changed its merit raise and vacation policies and then handed out a bottle of its Double Oaked whiskey, valued at around $30, to each production employee a week before the election.
Once the election took place, the tally showed 14 votes in favor of unionization and 45 against.

    


The union responded by filing an unfair labor practice charge. After the pay raise, one employee told a union organizer that he was taking "the bribe" and was no longer supporting the union, the judge noted. Another employee indicated he was taking the raise and "backing down." The company said the pay increase was meant to deal with worker retention and recruitment issues.
Woodford had given a $1 per hour, across-the-board wage increase earlier in the year. Interest in organizing a union grew after that as employees viewed the increase as inadequate, the judge noted.
The decision to relax merit pay and vacation policies was due to a change in human resources leadership, the company said. And gifting a bottle of whiskey was nothing more than a morale booster routinely given to Woodford employees for a variety of reasons, including meeting production goals, it said.
The judge saw it differently. He said the wage and vacation actions were meant to undermine support for the union organizing campaign, while the whiskey handout was intended to influence the vote.
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                    Italian media are reporting that an explosion at a hydroelectric plant on Tuesday in the Apennine Mountains south of Bologna has left at least four workers with burns and another six reported missing.
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    [image: This picture made available by the Italian Fire Brigades on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, shows the rescue operations inside the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant of the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, northern Italy on Tuesday, April 9, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still underway on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at a decades-old hydroelectric plant after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. (Italian Fire Brigades via AP, HO)]
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[image: Italian Carabinieri, paramilitary police patrol at the scene of an explosion that occurred at the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday , April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Fire fighters work at the scene of an explosion that occurred at the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometres southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday , April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Fire fighters work at the scene of an explosion that occurred at the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometres southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: This picture made available by the Italian Fire Brigades on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, shows the rescue operations inside the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant of the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, northern Italy on Tuesday, April 9, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still underway on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at a decades-old hydroelectric plant after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. (Italian Fire Brigades via AP, HO)]
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[image: A view of the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday , April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Emergency personnel work at the scene of an explosion occurred at the hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, Italy, Tuesday, April 9, 2024. Italian media are reporting that an explosion at a hydroelectric plant Tuesday in the Apennine Mountains south of Bologna has left at least three people dead and another six reported missing. The explosion occurred at the hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna. (Michele Nucci/LaPresse via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A view of the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, Italy, April 10, 2024. Divers have discovered two more bodies of workers who died in an explosion that collapsed and flooded several levels of an underground hydroelectric plant earlier this week, bringing to five the number of confirmed dead, officials said Thursday. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni, File)]
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[image: Fire fighters work at the scene of an explosion that occurred at the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometres southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Police patrol at the scene of an explosion that occurred at the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday , April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emergency personnel work at the scene of an explosion that occurred at the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday , April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 13 | Emergency personnel work at the scene of an explosion that occurred at the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday , April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13
Emergency personnel work at the scene of an explosion that occurred at the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday , April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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[image: A view of the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant at the Suviana Dam, some 70 kilometers southwest of Bologna, Italy, Wednesday , April 10, 2024. Search and rescue operations were still under way on Wednesday morning at a decades-old hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, after a devastating blast a day before killed at least three workers, injured five, and left four missing. Wednesday, April 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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                                        SUVIANA, Italy (AP) -- Search and rescue operations resumed after a brief suspension on Wednesday evening at a hydroelectric plant close to the northern Italian city of Bologna, a day after a devastating blast killed at least three workers, injured five and left four missing.
Rescuers lamented increasingly harsh conditions at the site of Tuesday's massive explosion, which rocked the Enel Green Power plant at about 40 meters (130 feet) below the water level, causing flooding and the collapse of part of the nine-story underground structure.
"We are working in incredibly difficult conditions," said Luca Cari, a spokesperson for Italian firefighters, after announcing the searches would resume after 8 p.m. and continue overnight. "Hopes of finding missing people alive are objectively thin."
Emilia Romagna region's vice president, Irene Priolo, said the plant's operator Enel Green Power was cooperating with rescuers to help lower the level of waters. 

    


Experts took some samples on Wednesday afternoon to analyze the quality of the water in the lake and around the site of the explosion, to check for possible presence of oils or hydrocarbons that could harm people in the area, she added. 


The level struck by the explosion was flooded by about a meter of water during searches on Wednesday afternoon, forcing divers to search amid debris in almost total darkness, firefighters said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The blast at the Bargi plant happened during maintenance work. A fire broke out when a turbine exploded on the eighth floor below the surface, flooding the floor below, Bologna Prefect Attilio Visconti said.
According to the first reconstructions of the accident by witnesses and survivors, it happened during a testing operation that involved about 15 workers, almost all employees of three external companies hired by Enel Green Power.
An investigation into the accident was launched on Wednesday but the current conditions at the site would require some time for the probe to determine the real cause of the blast. 

    


"It is still very difficult to define the complex dynamics of the facts ... I am here because there are still workers who need to be recovered," said Labor Minister Marina Elvira Calderone, who visited the plant on Wednesday afternoon. 
"We owe respect to the work of the rescuers, the families and those who will have the task of defining the exact picture of what happened," she added. 
Enel Green Power said it was cooperating with magistrates and had a psychological support team to help the families of the victims. 
Marco Masinara, the mayor of the nearby town of Camugnano, said the structure was "a historic power plant for us," providing jobs for many families. "Our world collapsed," he said Tuesday, adding that three of the injured were in serious condition.
The artificial Suviana Lake was formed by the construction of a dam from 1928-32 and is located in a regional park. Operator Enel Green Power said Tuesday there was no damage to the dam.
Recent accidents on worksites across Italy have fueled concerns by trade unions about workplace safety. 

    


Two of the country's largest unions announced a four-hour nationwide strike on Thursday, with one of them denouncing previous alerts over security conditions at the plant that went unanswered. 
In another massive accident in February, five workers were killed and three seriously injured while building a supermarket in the city of Florence.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Some Federal Reserve policymakers argued at their most recent meeting in March that inflation was likely worsening, even before the government reported Wednesday that price increases re-accelerated last month.
According to the minutes of the Fed's March 19-20 meeting released Wednesday, all 19 officials generally agreed that high inflation readings in January and February "had not increased their confidence" that inflation was falling steadily to their 2% target. 
Many economists had suggested that the outsize price increases in the first two months of the year probably reflected one-time moves that often happen at the start of a year as companies impose annual price hikes. But some Fed officials at the March meeting disputed that assessment, saying that the higher prices were "relatively broad-based and therefore should not be discounted as merely statistical aberrations." 

    


On Wednesday, that assessment appeared to be confirmed. The government reported that for a third straight month, consumer inflation rose at a pace faster than is consistent with the Fed's target level.




Excluding volatile food and energy costs, "core" prices jumped 0.4% from February to March. These core prices were 3.8% higher than they were a year earlier, the same reading as the previous month. The Fed closely tracks core prices because they tend to provide a good reading on where inflation is headed. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wednesday's data raised fears that inflation appears, for now, to be stuck above the Fed's 2% target. It has made little progress this year after having steadily dropped in 2023. The leveling-off of inflation makes it less likely that the Fed will implement the three quarter-point rate cuts that the officials had projected after their March meeting. 
The minutes indicated that there was "uncertainty" among the policymakers about inflation's persistence and said they expected some "unevenness in monthly inflation readings." 

    


"Almost all" the officials, according to the minutes, favored cutting their benchmark rate at some point this year. 
But the elevated inflation readings for March may upend those views before the Fed next meets at the end of this month. 
Wednesday's inflation data roiled financial markets, sending stock prices sharply lower. Many economists had forecast that the Fed would begin reducing interest rates at its June meeting. But on Wednesday, several analysts pushed back their projections to July or September in light of the March inflation figures. 
Some economists suggest that the Fed may not cut rates at all this year. In addition to chronically elevated inflation, job growth was robust last month, evidence that the economy remains healthy despite the Fed's raising its benchmark rate last year to a 23-year high.
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The Swiss government Wednesday announced steps to bolster its "too big to fail" rules aimed at avoiding potentially disastrous fallout from banking sector turmoil after woes last year at Credit Suisse before it was taken over by rival UBS. 
Finance Minister Karin Keller-Sutter told reporters that the measures will aim to protect taxpayers -- who were briefly on the hook to avoid a major banking sector collapse -- and the Swiss economy overall. 
She said the steps would also involve "targeted and effective" proposals that help boost liquidity at financial institutions and rein in excessive bonuses enjoyed by some bankers.
The announcement follows a monthslong review by Swiss authorities that "revealed gaps" in the current regulation, and involves a package of 22 measures, a government statement said.
"Implementation of the package should significantly reduce the likelihood that another systematically important bank in Switzerland will experience a severe crisis and that emergency measures by the state will be necessary," it said.

    


Among the possible measures could be a move -- long-sought by critics who say Swiss banking rules have been too lax -- to strengthen the Swiss financial markets regulator FINMA to allow it to levy fines for wrongdoing. 




The agency played a key role, along with government officials and bank executives, in striking the UBS megamerger worth 3 billion Swiss francs ($3.48 billion) after Credit Suisse customers rapidly pulled out their money following years of scandals. 
Swiss authorities feared last year that the collapse of such a major lending institution as Credit Suisse could further roil global financial markets following the failure of two U.S. banks. The turmoil dented Switzerland's reputation as a key financial center. 
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The family of a Nigerian business leader who died in a Southern California helicopter crash that killed five others in February filed a lawsuit Wednesday claiming the flight should have been grounded because of treacherous weather. 
Relatives of Abimbola Ogunbanjo, the former chair of the Nigerian stock exchange, allege in the court filing that the charter company, Orbic Air LLC, improperly flew the helicopter despite a "wintry mix" of snowy and rainy conditions in the Mojave Desert where the crash occurred on Feb. 9. 
Ogunbanjo, 61, was killed along with Herbert Wigwe, chief executive of Nigeria's Access Bank, and Wigwe's wife and 29-year-old son. Ogunbanjo was on his way to Las Vegas to attend the Super Bowl. 
Both pilots -- Benjamin Pettingill, 25, and Blake Hansen, 22 -- also died. They were licensed as commercial helicopter pilots as well as flight instructors.

    


Andrew C. Robb, one of the attorneys who filed the lawsuit, said Ogunbanjo's family is seeking "answers and accountability." 
"Helicopters do not do very well in snow and ice," Robb told The Associated Press. "This flight was entirely preventable, and we don't know why they took off."


Ogunbanjo's wife and two children filed the suit in San Bernardino County Superior Court on Wednesday against Orbic Air and its CEO, Brady Bowers, alleging wrongful death and negligence. 
The suit also names the unidentified successors of Pettingill and Hansen, whom Ogunbanjo's family also faults.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Orbic Air did not reply to an email and phone call seeking comment. 
The National Transportation Safety Board is still investigating the cause of the crash. In February, the agency released a preliminary investigation report that outlined the helicopter's flight path and provided details about wreckage that was strewn across 100 yards (91 meters) of desert scrub. 
Investigators found the fuselage was fragmented, and the cockpit and cabin were destroyed. Damage to the engine and the metal deposits that were found would indicate that it was operational at the time of the crash.

    


The report cited law enforcement, saying several witnesses who were traveling in vehicles along Interstate 15 had called 911 to report observing a "fireball" to the south. The witnesses reported that it was raining with a mix of snow.
The helicopter left Palm Springs Airport around 8:45 p.m. on Feb. 9 and was traveling to Boulder City, Nevada, which is about 26 miles (40 kilometers) southeast of Las Vegas, where the Kansas City Chiefs and the San Francisco 49ers were set to play that Sunday in Super Bowl 58. 
The lawsuit seeks a jury trial and payment for Ogunbanjo's burial and funeral expenses, as well as other damages.
Robb's firm, Robb and Robb LLC, represented Kobe Bryant's widow, Vanessa Bryant, in her lawsuit against the pilot and owners of the helicopter that crashed in Calabasas in 2020, killing the NBA star, his daughter, Gianna, and seven others. The lawsuit was settled in 2021 for an undisclosed amount.
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    [image: A gambler lights a cigarette at a slot machine in Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Sept. 29, 2023. A national anti-smoking group and a Michigan health system are enlisting shareholders of major gambling companies including Boyd Gaming, Bally's, and Caesars Entertainment to push the companies to study the financial effects of eliminating smoking in their casinos. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Casino workers hold signs during an anti-smoking rally in Trenton, N.J. on April 5, 2024. A national anti-smoking group and a Michigan health system are enlisting shareholders of major gambling companies including Boyd Gaming, Bally's, and Caesars Entertainment to push the companies to study the financial effects of eliminating smoking in their casinos. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Ray Jensen Jr., assistant director of the United Auto Workers Region 9 office, shows his T-shirt during an anti-smoking rally in Trenton N.J. on April 5, 2024. A national anti-smoking group and a Michigan health system are enlisting shareholders of major gambling companies including Boyd Gaming, Bally's, and Caesars Entertainment to push the companies to study the financial effects of eliminating smoking in their casinos. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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                                        ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) -- Add investors to the list of people that opponents of smoking in casinos are enlisting in hopes of banning the practice. 
A national non-smoking group and a Michigan health system have placed shareholder proposals on the agenda of annual meetings for two major gambling companies and are likely to add a third.
The measures ask the companies to study potential financial benefits of going smoke-free at their casino properties.
And while it remains to be seen whether the proposals will be approved by investors, the move represents yet another aspect of an effort by casino smoking foes to leave no stone unturned in their drive to end smoking in gambling halls. In New Jersey, that has included pushing lawmakers to legislate a ban, and filing a lawsuit in state court to overturn an indoor smoking law that exempts casinos. 

    


Proposals from Trinity Health, a Michigan-based health care system, and the American Nonsmokers' Rights Foundation will be voted on by shareholders of Boyd Gaming and Bally's Corporation during their annual meetings this year. And an identical measure has been submitted to Caesars Entertainment, which has not yet announced the date of its annual meeting.




"Many shareholders will be surprised to learn that these casino companies still allow indoor smoking, even in the year 2024, and that the policy is harming the very workers who were instrumental in the companies generating billions of dollars in revenue in 2023," said Cynthia Hallett, president of the non-smokers group. "If casinos will not do the right thing on their own, then we will continue to explore every avenue to protect the well-being of workers and patrons."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Whether to ban smoking is one of the most controversial issues not only in Atlantic City casinos, but in other states where workers have expressed concern about secondhand smoke, including Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Kansas and Virginia.

    


"We risk our lives every day just by going to work," said Pete Naccarelli, a longtime Borgata dealer and a leader of Casino Employees Against Smoking Effects, a group of workers pushing to end smoking at Atlantic City's nine casinos. ""It's unacceptable, and long past time for casino corporations to end this outdated business practice. The least the casinos can do is study the impact of indoor smoking." 
Historically, shareholder proposals face long odds of being approved and implemented. A study last month by the Conference Board found that 913 shareholder proposals were filed in 2023, and 71% were voted on, receiving an average support of 23%.
The gambling companies oppose smoking bans and the shareholder measures calling for a study. Bally's, Boyd and Caesars claimed the proposals involve ordinary business maters best decided by company management, and that the requests seek to micromanage the company.
But the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, ruling on objections from Boyd, rejected those claims and refused to allow the company to quash the shareholder proposals. Because the same proposal was submitted to all three companies, the agency's ruling is likely to affect each of them.

    


In recommending a vote against the proposal, Bally's called it "unwarranted and unreasonable." It supported the repeal of a smoking ban last year in Shreveport, Louisiana.
"The company is committed to providing a first-class entertainment experience to both its smoking and non-smoking customers, and compliance with local smoking laws ensures that customers have access to comparable gaming experiences with all other casinos in each market," Bally's wrote.
 In its own note to shareholders, Boyd Gaming likewise urges them to vote against it.
"The proposal asks for a report on implementing a smoke-free policy, but we believe this proposal is the first step toward forcing our company to unilaterally adopt such a policy, regardless of the actions of our competitors," it wrote. It added that Boyd has already been harmed by smoking bans in its Midwest and Southern markets, and would put itself at a competitive disadvantage by banning smoking.

    


Caesars Entertainment did not respond to requests for comment Tuesday and Wednesday. But in a letter to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, Caesars said the health of employees and customers is important. It added that smoking policy for its properties involves numerous factors including customer preferences, local regulations, and the policies of competitors.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
.
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    [image: Rob Waltar, managing partner of the Fulton Grand bar, make drinks for customers, Feb. 28, 2024, in New York. Towns in New York that have never repealed Prohibition-era rules banning the sale of alcohol would be forced to lift their liquor restrictions under a bill moving through the state legislature. The bill's sponsor argues it will spur business growth in seven towns that still have booze bans. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews)]
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[image: FILE - A man waits his turn to enter Golden Rule Wine & Liquor on Hudson Street, April 30, 2020, in New York. Towns in New York that have never repealed Prohibition-era rules banning the sale of alcohol would be forced to lift their liquor restrictions under a bill moving through the state legislature. The bill's sponsor argues it will spur business growth in seven towns that still have booze bans. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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[image: FILE - A crowd gathers as kegs of beer are unloaded in front of a restaurant on Broadway in New York City, the morning of April 7, 1933, when low-alcohol beer is legalized again. Towns in New York that have never repealed Prohibition-era rules banning the sale of alcohol would be forced to lift their liquor restrictions under a bill moving through the state legislature. The bill's sponsor argues it will spur business growth in seven towns that still have booze bans. (AP Photo)]
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- New York towns and villages that have post-Prohibition bans on alcohol sales would be forced to lift such restrictions under a bill moving through the Legislature.
The bill, which is up for a state Senate vote after advancing out of a committee last week, would strike down a 1934 law passed right after Prohibition that allowed towns and cities to opt to stay dry.
Many U.S. communities fully or partially ban alcohol sales. Pennsylvania, for example, has about 675 that have some sort of restriction.
In the Empire State, only seven communities have complete booze bans, according to the New York State Liquor Authority. The largest, the western New York town of Caneadea, is home to about 2,000 people.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The bill's sponsor argues that lifting restrictions will spur business growth and save those who live in such places from having to buy their booze elsewhere, allowing them to enjoy a glass of wine with dinner at local restaurants.

    


"This ain't the Prohibition era any longer. We live in New York in 2024, and this thing is kind of silly," said state Sen. James Skoufis, a Democrat who chairs a legislative committee that most of the state alcohol laws pass through. 




That sentiment resonates with Brittany Gerould, a general manager at the Dutch Village Restaurant in Clymer, a southwestern New York town of about 1,700 near the Pennsylvania border. If the bill becomes law, it would bring in "big profits" for the business, Gerould said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We definitely lose some business because of it," she said of the alcohol sales ban. "We try to do wing nights, but of course we can't have alcohol. We aren't even open on Saturday nights because they were such a miss." 
Not everyone is on board.
Philip G. Stockin, Caneadea's deputy town supervisor, said he's fine with the status quo, citing alcohol abuse as a major concern. 
"It gets frustrating when the state hands down mandates, it takes more and more control away from the locals," Stockin said.

    


Caneadea last voted on its booze restrictions in 1986.
In Lapeer, a town of roughly 800 people about 50 miles (80 kilometers) south of Syracuse, most people buy their alcohol in the nearest town, according to Cindy Butler McFarland, Lapeer's town clerk. 
McFarland, who grew up in Lapeer, said that even if the bill becomes law, she doesn't think anyone would open a bar, restaurant or store in Lapeer that could sell alcohol because there's a grocery store in the next town.
But Desiree Brown, the bar manager at the Olde School Pub in Sandy Creek, a village of about 700 roughly 45 miles (72 kilometers) north of Syracuse, said she thinks there is a market for a watering hole in the nearby dry town of Orwell.
"I can tell you just because the town is dry, the people in there are not," said Brown. "A lot of people have talked about how they wish Orwell wasn't a dry town because it would be one more spot to put a little pub or bar."
Argyle, a town of about 3,500 roughly 50 miles (80 kilometers) north of Albany, voted to remove its dry status in 2019. Before then, some residents would spend their Friday nights drinking at a restaurant in a neighboring town, said Renee Montero-Kober, Argyle's deputy town clerk. 

    


"I just think people got tired of driving out of town, and we were losing revenue by not selling it here. People were obviously going somewhere to buy it," said Montero-Kober, who voted to end Argyle's dry era. "I do think it's better now." 
___
Maysoon Khan is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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    [image: Gas prices are seen at a gas station in Riverwoods, Ill., Monday, April 1, 2024. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in March. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Consumer inflation rose more than expected in March, boosted by gas, rents, auto insurance and other items, the government said Wednesday. A look at some of the numbers. (Figures from the Bureau of Labor statistics, unless otherwise specified.)
3.8%
The increase in the so-called core inflation rate from March 2023 to March 2024. This measure strips out the more volatile energy and food prices.
22.2%
The rise in the price of car insurance from March a year ago. More expensive car repairs and an increase in disaster-related claims are among the reasons for the increase. 
1.2%
Year-over-year rise in the cost of groceries. The increases have moderated from the spikes of 2022 and early 2023.
$5.42
Price for a pound of uncooked ground beef, up more than 20 cents from February.
$2.99
The average cost of a dozen Grade A eggs in March. While that's down from $3.45 a year ago, it's up from $2.05 in March 2022. 

    


5.7%
The year-over-year increase in the cost of shelter, mostly housing. Shelter costs are heavily weighted in the month consumer price index. 
-2.2%
The decline in the average price of used cars and trucks last month. Those prices soared early in the pandemic because of a shortage of parts needed to build new vehicles. 




$3.58
The price in March for a gallon of unleaded regular gasoline. That's up 22 cents from February, but is still down about 73 cents from March 2022. 
-7.1%
Air travel is one category seeing price declines. The cost of hotel rooms and car rentals have also fallen from a year ago. 
5.5%
The rise in the cost of a funeral in March compared to a year ago. In December, the National Funeral Directors Association estimated the median price of a funeral with casket and burial rose from $7,850 to $8,300 from 2021 to 2023. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Macy's said Wednesday it has named two independent directors to its board that were pushed by activist investor Arkhouse Management, ending a proxy fight that aimed to replace most of the board and to acquire the iconic chain.
Macy's said the directors -- Ric Clark and Rick Markee -- will join the finance committee effective immediately and oversee the evaluation of and make recommendations to the full board regarding the acquisition proposal submitted by Arkhouse and Brigade Capital Management, LP that Macy's had opposed. Arkhouse previously nominated the two directors in February, after Macy's rejected its initial acquisition proposal. It was part of a big push by Arkhouse to get a total of nine new board members and ignited a proxy fight. 
"The Macy's, Inc. board is committed to acting in the best interests of all Macy's Inc. shareholders, and the composition of our board is something we take seriously," said Paul Varga, lead independent director, in a statement.

    


In March, Arkhouse Management and Brigade Capital Management upped their offer to acquire Macy's in a deal now valued at $6.6 billion. The investment firms had said at the time they had submitted an all-cash proposal of $24 for each of the remaining shares in Macy's they don't already own -- up from a earlier offer of $21 per share.


Macy's rejected the earlier deal, which was valued at $5.8 billion, in January. At the time, the retailer said that its board reviewed the investment firms' proposal and not only had concerns about the financing plan, but also felt there was a "lack of compelling value."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Macy's said Wednesday that the board was engaging with Arkhouse and Brigade on their buyout proposal. It noted it had provided them with certain confidential information so that they could conduct due diligence. Macy's said its board is "open-minded" about creating shareholder value.

    


In a statement emailed to The Associated Press, Gavriel Kahane and Jonathon Blackwell, managing partners at Arkhouse, said: "The appointment of Clark and Markee to the board and the finance committee ... will ensure that our discussions continue to be constructive and that our proposal is treated seriously and expeditiously."
Clark has nearly four decades of real estate, mergers and acquisitions and capital markets experience. He is co-founder and managing partner of WatermanClark, a real estate investment and operating company. Markee has extensive retail leadership experience both as CEO and as a director on numerous public company boards. Markee previously served in various roles at Vitamin Shoppe Inc., including as non-executive chairman, executive chairman and CEO. 
As previously announced, CEO Tony Spring has assumed the chairman role, and Douglas W. Sesler has joined the board as an independent director. These changes follow the planned retirements of Jeff Gennette and Frank Blake from the Macy's board.
Following Wednesday's appointments and retirements, Macy's board comprises of 15 directors, 14 of whom are independent.
Macy's shares rose 9 cents to $19.78 in morning trading. 
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                                        On Wednesday, the Environmental Protection Agency finalized limits on certain common types of PFAS chemicals in drinking water. It is the first time a nationwide limit on so-called forever chemicals has been imposed on water providers. EPA Administrator Michael Regan called it the biggest action the agency has ever taken on PFAS, saying the rule will reduce exposure for 100 million people.
The regulation represents a new era for public health and drinking water. The Biden administration has also proposed new rules that would force utilities to remove harmful lead pipes. It's part of their overall goal to making tap water safer. Utilities are alarmed at these new requirements and the billions of dollars they will cost.
Here are the essential things to know about the family of chemicals and EPA's latest action:
WHAT ARE PFAS?
PFAS, or perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, are a group of chemicals that have been around for decades and have now spread into the nation's air, water and soil.

    


They were manufactured by companies such as 3M, Chemours and others because they were incredibly useful. They helped eggs slide across non-stick frying pans, ensured that firefighting foam suffocates flames and helped clothes withstand the rain and keep people dry.


The chemicals resist breaking down, however, which means they stay around in the environment.
SO, WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?
Environmental activists say that PFAS manufacturers knew about the health harms of PFAS long before they were made public. The same attributes that make the chemicals so valuable - resistance to breakdown - make them hazardous to people.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

PFAS accumulates in the body, which is why EPA set their limits for drinking water at 4 parts per trillion for two common types -- PFOA and PFOS -- that are phased out of manufacturing but still are present in the environment. Health experts say low doses of the chemicals can build up in the body over time, so even small amounts are a problem. 

    


There's a wide range of health harms now associated with exposure to certain PFAS, many largely phased out. Cases of kidney disease, low-birthweight and high cholesterol in additional to certain cancers can be prevented by removing PFAS from water, according to the EPA.
The guidance on PFOA and PFOS has changed dramatically in recent years as scientific understanding has advanced. The EPA in 2016 said the combined amount of the two substances should not exceed 70 parts per trillion. Now the EPA says no amount is safe.
WHAT DOES THE NEW RULE DO?
In short, the rule sets limits on several common types of PFAS. The EPA says there is enough evidence to limit PFOA and PFOS at the lowest level they can be reliably detected.
For some other types, the limit is 10 parts per trillion, and there are also limits on certain PFAS combinations.
Water providers will have three years to test for PFAS. They'll also need to tell the public if results are too high.
And if results are a concern, utilities have two more years to install treatment. The EPA estimates that 6% to 10% of water systems will have levels above the EPA's new limits.

    


As a result of the rule, the EPA says nearly 10,000 fewer deaths will occur in the coming decades and tens of thousands of severe illnesses will be avoided.
WHAT ARE PEOPLE SAYING ABOUT IT?
Well, quite a lot.
Environmental and public health groups have argued that limits should have been in place long ago, but they are generally thrilled with the announcement. They like that it sets limits for PFOA and PFOS at very low level s and that the agency did not agree with some utility groups that wanted a more lenient limit.
They are happy the Biden administration has finally acted to reduce PFAS in tap water, a source of PFAS that's easier to address than others. They acknowledge it will cost a lot for communities to install treatment facilities, but say that billions of dollars are available from the infrastructure law and court settlements will provide billions more.
Water providers are not the ones that put PFAS in the environment, but now they face mandates to remove it. That's going to be a big change for them.

    


They've said the EPA's $1.5 billion annual cost estimate is too low, water bills for consumers will go up and the health benefits of the rule aren't big enough, especially at low PFAS concentrations, to justify all the expense.
In addition, they say this rule will hurt small communities that have fewer resources and will have a harder time complying. 
Then there are the practical challenges. Utilities say they will struggle to find enough experts and workers and the material needed to remove PFAS.
And there are concerns that consumers who hear about high levels of PFAS in their drinking water might stop consuming tap water altogether, further deteriorating trust in an important public resource.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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                    An Arizona Supreme Court decision that would end virtually all abortions in the state puts the issue front and center in a critical 2024 battleground.
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    [image: Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes speaks to reporters at the state Capitol in Phoenix on Tuesday, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jonathan Copper)]
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                                        Adrienne Mansanares expects a flurry of calls from patients in Arizona starting this week. 

She's the president and CEO of Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains, which has clinics that provide abortions in Colorado, New Mexico and Nevada. Mansanares said the clinics should be able to accommodate people who are seeking the procedure in the wake of an Arizona Supreme Court decision. 

"That is still a very long way for patients to go for health care," she added, noting that the clinics already have seen nearly 700 patients from Arizona since Roe v. Wade was overturned in June 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Doctors and clinic leaders said there'll be a scramble across the Southwest and West for abortion care due to Tuesday's decision, which said officials may enforce an 1864 law criminalizing all abortions except when a woman's life is at stake. 

"People are going to have to start looking out of state," said Dr. Maria Phillis, an Ohio OB-GYN who also has a law degree. "This is now another place where they can't go safety to access care."

    



On top of potentially long distances to states like New Mexico, California and Colorado, patients who used to go to Arizona from other states for abortion care will have to go elsewhere, Phillis said. 

Plus, Arizona is home to more than 20 federally recognized tribes, and barriers are expected to be higher for Native Americans because of existing hurdles, such as a decades-old ban on most abortions at clinics and hospitals run by the federal Indian Health Service and fewer nearby health centers offering abortions. 







    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Interstate travel for abortions nearly doubled between 2020 and 2023, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a research group that supports abortion rights. Out-of-state patients accounted for 16% of abortions obtained nationally, compared to 9% in 2020, the group said.

Guttmacher data scientist Isaac Maddow-Zimet said that when bans go into effect, more people travel to less restrictive or non-restrictive states, but "not everybody is able to" travel. 

Traveling could mean pushing abortions later into pregnancy as people try to get appointments and potentially face mandatory waiting periods. According to results of a periodic survey spearheaded by Middlebury College economics professor Caitlin Myers, waits in several states stretched for two or three weeks at various points since federal abortion protections were overturned; some clinics had no available appointments. 

    



The Brigid Alliance works nationally to help people who need abortions receive financial and logistical support like airfare, child care, lodging and other associated costs. Last year, it helped 26 people travel out of Arizona to get abortions. 

Interim executive director Serra Sippel expects the number of calls from Arizona residents to grow. 

People that the alliance has helped go out of state -- mostly from Georgia, Texas and Florida -- have seen backlogs stretching to four to five weeks because of higher demand, Sippel said. Some get bounced between clinics because their pregnancy has passed the point that they can get care there.

"With a pregnancy, every moment counts," said Sippel, who added that delays can have serious repercussions. Phillis noted procedures done later in a pregnancy could take longer and be slightly more complicated. 

    



The Abortion Fund of Arizona, which helps people travel for abortions both in and out of state, said out-of-state clinics have required patients to stay to take the second pill used in medication abortions because of concerns about liability. That means multi-day trips, said Eloisa Lopez, executive director of Pro-Choice Arizona and the abortion fund. 

"We're looking at anywhere from $1,000 to $2,000 per person for travel expenses, with their abortion procedure expense," Lopez said. 

The fund is talking with municipalities in Arizona to see if they can create their own abortion funds.

Meanwhile, in Tucson, a CEO of a pregnancy center that opposes abortion said things are likely to stay the same under the new law. Hands of Hope Tucson has been around for 43 years, is about 200 steps from a Planned Parenthood clinic and is pretty busy, CEO Joanie Hammond said.

    



"We're just coming alongside women and men who are facing an unexpected pregnancy ... We've always been about the women and about the babies," she told the AP. "At the pregnancy center, I see the women and I see what happens to them after they go through that abortion experience. We just want to be there to help them in the next step for healing and whatever they need."

For Arizona residents who are closer to California, which expanded its abortion protections after Roe v. Wade was overturned, officials are pointing people toward the Abortion Safe Haven Project. Created by the state and Los Angeles County, the project has guidance and resources for out-of-state patients. 

Planned Parenthood of the Pacific Southwest put out a statement this week from president and CEO Darrah DiGiorgio Johnson, saying it supports out-of-state patients with navigation services to help them tackle logistical barriers to care.

    



___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: FILE - French President Emmanuel Macron looks on during a joint statement with Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic, before a working dinner at the Elysee Palace in Paris, Monday, April 8, 2024. France's government presented a bill Wednesday April 10, 2024 to allow adults with terminal cancer or other incurable illness to take lethal medication, amid growing public demand for legal options for aid in dying. Many French people have travelled to neighboring countries to seek such medication where medically assisted suicide or euthanasia are legal. French President Emmanuel Macron has long promised such a bill. (Sarah Meyssonnier/Pool via AP)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's government presented a bill Wednesday to allow adults with terminal cancer or other incurable illness to take lethal medication, as public demands grow for legal options for aid in dying.
Many French people have traveled to neighboring countries where medically assisted suicide or euthanasia are legal. French President Emmanuel Macron has long promised such a bill.
To benefit from the newly proposed measure, patients would need to be over 18 and be French citizens or live in France, Health Minister Catherine Vautrin said after a Cabinet meeting.
A team of medical professionals would need to confirm that the patient has a grave and incurable illness, is suffering from intolerable and untreatable pain, and is seeking lethal medication of their own free will. Those with severe psychiatric conditions and neurodegenerative disorders such as Alzheimer's disease won't be eligible.

    


The patient would initiate the request for lethal medication and confirm the request after a period of reflection, Vautrin said.
If approved, a doctor would then deliver a prescription, valid for three months, for the lethal medication. People would be able to take it at home, at a nursing home or a health care facility, Macron said. If their physical condition doesn't allow them to do it alone, they will be allowed to get help from someone of their choice or by a doctor or a nurse.




The bill now goes to parliament for debate. Vautrin urged ''an enormous amount of listening, an enormous amount of humility, as we are touching subjects of life and death, and an enormous amount of respect for the freedom of conscience of each one of us.''

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She also announced 1.1 billion euros in new spending on palliative and other end-of-life care.
A report last year indicated that most French citizens back legalizing end-of-life options, and opinion polls show growing support over the past 20 years.

    


A 2016 French law provides that doctors can keep terminally ill patients sedated before death but stops short of allowing assisted suicide or euthanasia.
Medically assisted suicide involves patients taking, of their own free will, a lethal drink or medication that has been prescribed by a doctor to those who meet certain criteria. Euthanasia involves doctors or other health practitioners giving patients who meet certain criteria a lethal injection at their own request.
Assisted suicide is allowed in Switzerland and Portugal and several U.S. states. Euthanasia is currently legal in the Netherlands, Spain, Canada, Australia, Colombia, Belgium and Luxembourg under certain conditions.
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Right to abortion unlikely to be enshrined in Maine Constitution after vote falls short

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Participants in the annual anti-abortion rally surround the state house in Augusta, Maine, Jan. 14, 2012. An effort to amend the Maine Constitution to enshrine the right to an abortion is coming up short. The measure fell shy of a two-thirds majority in the Maine House Tuesday, April 9, 2024 failing to clear the hurdle for sending the amendment to voters for ratification. (AP Photo/Joel Page, File)]
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                                        An effort to enshrine the right to abortion in the Maine Constitution appears to have failed after a vote to send the proposal to voters for ratification fell short in the House.
Hours after a court ruling set the stage for a near-total ban on abortions in Arizona, the Maine House voted 75-65 Tuesday night in favor of the amendment -- but it fell short of the necessary two-thirds majority. 
For a constitutional amendment to pass in Maine, both chambers of the legislature have to approve it by a two-thirds majority, then voters have the final say at the ballot box. The Maine Senate delayed a final vote Wednesday by setting the measure aside, pending a review of what it would cost. But without House approval, it is effectively dead.
Maine already has one of the nation's least restrictive abortion laws. The amendment was an effort to head off any future legislative debate on the issue. 

    


Republicans described the proposal as political theater because the outcome was a forgone conclusion. But the roll call ensures lawmakers' votes will be on record, which could have consequences in an election year, amendment supporters said.




"Last night's vote was infuriating and shameful, but it will galvanize Mainers from all corners of the state," Lisa Margulies, from the Planned Parenthood Maine Action Fund, said Wednesday morning, chastising lawmakers for not letting voters have the final word at the ballot box. "Now we know where every elected official in the House stands on reproductive rights." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The vote came after the Arizona Supreme Court gave the go-ahead to enforce a long-dormant law that bans nearly all abortions. The law, which predates Arizona's statehood, provides no exceptions for rape or incest and allows abortions only if the mother's life is in jeopardy. 
Maine was one of more than a dozen states considering ballot measures dealing with abortion for this year or for 2026. Amendments are currently on the November ballot in Florida, Maryland and New York.

    


Abortion questions have appeared on statewide ballots seven times since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022. In each case, the side backed by abortion-rights advocates prevailed -- even in conservative states such as Kansas and Kentucky and swing states such as Michigan and Ohio.
Maine's Democratic-controlled Legislature last year approved a law that allows abortions at any time if deemed medically necessary by a doctor. Maine's previous law, adopted in 1993, made abortions legal until a fetus becomes viable outside the womb, at roughly 26 to 28 weeks. 
___
Associated Press reporter Geoff Mulvihill in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - An abortion-rights demonstrator holds a sign during a rally, May 14, 2022, in Chattanooga, Tenn. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, Republican lawmakers in Tennessee advanced legislation making it illegal for adults to help minors get an abortion without parental consent. (AP Photo/Ben Margot, File)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Republican lawmakers in Tennessee on Wednesday advanced legislation making it illegal for adults to help minors get an abortion without parental consent, sparking objections from Democrats who counter that doing so could result in young victims needing approval from their parents who may have raped them in order to terminate the pregnancies. 
The GOP-controlled Senate signed off on the proposal 26-3. The bill is still advancing toward the floor in the House.
"There are people who are in situations and circumstances that we cannot fathom," said Democratic state Sen. Raumesh Akbari. "If someone is a victim of rape or incest and a teenager, and they want to seek these services, their abusers can determine if they can access them. That's a step too far."
Ever since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned the constitutional right to abortion in 2022, anti-abortion advocates have been pushing states to find a way to block pregnant people from crossing state lines to obtain the procedure.

    


So far, Idaho has been the only state to enact a so-called " abortion trafficking " law, but a federal judge has temporarily blocked the law after reproductive rights groups sued to challenge it.




The first-of-its-kind measure made it illegal to obtain abortion pills for a minor or help them leave the state for an abortion without parental knowledge and consent. Legislation has since been introduced this year in Oklahoma, Mississippi and Tennessee. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Tennessee version would make it illegal for an adult who "recruits, harbors, or transports" a pregnant minor within the state to get an abortion without consent from the minor's parents or guardians. Supporters have touted the bill as a much needed parental rights protection measure, pointing out that abortion rights groups are increasingly distributing information on how to acquire abortions in states with strict bans.

    


"We've decided abortion is only available to save the life of the mother," said Republican state Sen. Paul Rose. "Unless the parents approve, you cannot take a minor across state lines to get an abortion."
However, critics counter that the bill does not contain exemptions for minors who may have been raped by their parents or guardians. Instead, the legislation states that the biological father of the pregnant minor may not pursue a civil action if the pregnancy was caused by rape.
Under the Senate version advanced Wednesday, those convicted of breaking the law would be charged with a Class A misdemeanor, which would require a nearly one year imprisonment sentence. This differs than the proposal being considered in the GOP-controlled House, where supporters want the penalties to be a Class C felony -- which can carry up to a 15-year prison sentence and up to $10,000 in fines.
Tennessee bans abortions at all stages of pregnancy but there are exemptions in cases of molar pregnancies, ectopic pregnancies, and to remove a miscarriage or to save the life of the mother. Notably, doctors must use their "reasonable medical" judgment -- a term that some say is too vague and can be challenged by fellow medical officials -- in deciding whether providing the procedure can save the life of the pregnant patient or prevent major injury. 
A group of women is currently suing to clarify the state's abortion ban. A court decision is expected soon on whether the lawsuit can continue or if the law can be placed on hold as the legal battle continues.
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    [image: Kansas state Sen. Dennis Pyle, left, R-Hiawatha, confers with Sen. Brenda Dietrich, R-Topeka, during the Senate session, Friday, April 5, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Pyle supports a bill to make it a crime to coerce someone into having an abortion, while Dietrich passed the last time senators considered it. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Rep. Tom Sawyer, D-Wichita, speaks during a meeting of fellow House Democrats, Friday, April 5, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Sawyer opposes a bill to give donors to anti-abortion counseling centers $10 million a year in income tax credits, which is one of several anti-abortion measures approved by the Legislature. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: In this photo from Wednesday, March 27, 2024, three anti-abortion lobbyists sit in the second row of the main Kansas House gallery, monitoring its debates and votes, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. They are, left to right, Lucrecia Nold, of the Kansas Catholic Conference; Brittany Jones, of the Kansas Family Voice and Jeanne Gawdun, of Kansans for Life. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: In this photo from Wednesday, March 27, 2024, state Sen. Virgil Peck, left, R-Havana, confers with Sen. Renee Erickson, R-Wichita, during the Senate's session, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Both senators support several anti-abortion measures, including one to make it a crime to coerce someone into having an abortion. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas state Rep. Tom Sawyer, D-Wichita, speaks during a meeting of fellow House Democrats, Friday, April 5, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Sawyer opposes a bill to give donors to anti-abortion counseling centers $10 million a year in income tax credits, which is one of several anti-abortion measures approved by the Legislature. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- People who make physical or financial threats against others in Kansas to force them to get an abortion could spend a year in prison and be fined up to $10,000 under one of several proposals pushed through the Republican-controlled Legislature.
Abortion opponents in Kansas pursued the measure against abortion "coercion," increased reporting on abortion and aid to anti-abortion centers providing free counseling, supplies and other services to pregnant women and new mothers because of the state's unusual legal climate. While the Legislature has strong anti-abortion majorities, the state Supreme Court declared in 2019 that the state constitution protects abortion rights, and Kansas residents decisively affirmed that position in a statewide August 2022 vote.
Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly is a strong supporter of abortion rights, and many lawmakers expect her to veto all the anti-abortion measures reaching her desk. All the proposals appear to have or be close to having the two-thirds majorities necessary in both chambers to override a veto.

    


"The vast majority of Kansans agree that too many women feel abortion is their only choice," Danielle Underwood, a spokesperson for Kansans for Life, the state's most politically influential anti-abortion group, said in an email Tuesday. 




Kelly has until Monday to act on the bill that would make coercing someone into an abortion a specific crime. She also faces a Monday deadline on a bill that would require abortion providers to ask their patients why they want to terminate their pregnancies and then report the information to the state health department. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Anti-abortion groups and lawmakers have said they're pushing for the state to collect the data to better guide state policy. Abortion rights supporters contend the measure is unnecessary and would violate patients' privacy.
Two other measures will arrive on Kelly's desk by Monday. One would grant up to $10 million a year in income tax credits for donors to anti-abortion counseling centers and exempt the centers from paying the state's 6.5% sales tax on what they buy. In addition, a provision in the next state budget would give those centers $2 million in direct aid, continuing a policy enacted last year over Kelly's veto.

    


Abortion opponents argue that such measures simply help vulnerable women. But Democrats have been frustrated with GOP lawmakers' push for new legislation and aid to the anti-abortion counseling centers, arguing that it breaks faith with voters' support for abortion rights. 
"Abortion is a legal health service," Democratic state Rep. Tom Sawyer, of Wichita, said when the House debated the tax breaks for the centers and their donors. "If you want to try to encourage people to not get abortions, it's your right to do it, but we should not be so generously funding them with state funds."
Abortion opponents hope that lawmakers will approve one other bill they're backing, to ensure that prospective mothers can seek child support back to conception to cover expenses from a pregnancy. The House approved it before the Legislature adjourned early Saturday for a spring break, and the Senate could consider it after lawmakers reconvene April 25 to wrap up business for the year.

    


Abortion opponents portrayed the bill on coercion as something to help the state fight human trafficking and other crimes, such as the rape of a child. The bill's definition of coercion includes destroying or hiding someone's passport or immigration papers or threatening to harm or "physically restrain" them to force them into getting an abortion.
"This is something that flows from criminal activities," state Sen. Mike Thompson, a Kansas City-area Republican, said during the final debate on the bill.
The measure is similar to laws in Idaho, Indiana, Michigan and South Dakota.
Critics said the Kansas bill is written broadly enough that a doctor who is seen as too aggressive in arguing that an abortion is necessary could fall under it. So, too, they said, could a husband who threatens divorce or a live-in boyfriend who threatens to leave if a woman decides to have a child. 
"I just see how this could turn into a real, real sticky situation for a lot of young people," Rep. Ford Carr, another Wichita Democrat, said during his debate. 
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    [image: FILE - The rainbow flag, a symbol of the LGBTQ+ community, flies over a building next to Nelson's Column monument, right, in Trafalgar Square, central London, Britain, March 28, 2014. Children who question their gender identity are being let down by lack of evidence and a toxic political debate, according to a report Wednesday from a senior doctor in in England. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The rainbow flag, a symbol of the LGBTQ+ community, flies over a building next to Nelson's Column monument, right, in Trafalgar Square, central London, Britain, March 28, 2014. Children who question their gender identity are being let down by lack of evidence and a toxic political debate, according to a report Wednesday from a senior doctor in in England. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jill Lawless reporter the Associated Press posed photo at AP Europe in London, Friday, Jan. 22, 2016. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]


By JILL LAWLESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON (AP) -- Children who question their gender identity are being let down by lack of evidence and a toxic political debate, according to a report Wednesday from a senior doctor in England.
Dr. Hilary Cass said there is "no good evidence on the long-term outcomes of interventions to manage gender-related distress," and young people have been caught up in a "stormy social discourse" about the issue.
"Ideology on all sides has directed care, rather than care being directed by normal principles of pediatrics and mental health," said Cass, a retired clinical pediatrician appointed to lead a review of gender services for young people by the state-funded National Health Service.
On April 1 doctors in England's public health system stopped prescribing puberty-blocking hormones to children and young people with gender dysphoria. The decision came after recommendations in Cass' earlier interim report, which said there is not enough evidence about the potential benefits and harms of the blockers, which help prevent people from developing physical features not in line with their gender identity, such as beards or breasts.

    


The decision -- which is not an outright ban on puberty blockers -- was criticized by some transgender campaigners and is being closely watched in the United States. Transgender medical care for minors is endorsed by major U.S. medical associations, but several Republican-led states have banned puberty blockers and other treatment for transgender youth -- and, in some cases, adults.


Cass' report, which runs to almost 400 pages, said that "for most young people, a medical pathway" is not the best way to deal with gender-related issues.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cass said young people questioning their gender identity should be given "a holistic assessment" including screening for neurodevelopmental conditions such as autism, and a mental health assessment.

    


She urged "extreme caution" about giving children or teens masculizing or feminizing hormones -- testosterone or estrogen -- to people under 18.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak welcomed the review's recommendation of caution.
"We simply do not know the long-term impacts of medical treatment or social transitioning on them, and we should therefore exercise extreme caution," he said.
Critics accuse Sunak's Conservative government of weaponizing the issue of gender identity as part of a "culture war" electoral strategy. The government recently issued guidelines for schools that said teachers should not be required to address children by their preferred pronouns.
In her report, Cass said there was "no clear evidence" that social transition in childhood -- such as changing names or pronouns -- has any positive or negative mental health outcomes.
The report also concluded that there is no simple explanation for why the number of young people identifying as transgender has shot up in recent years in the U.K. and other countries.
"There is broad agreement that it is a result of a complex interplay between biological, psychological and social factors," the report said. "This balance of factors will be different in each individual."

    


The LGBTQ rights group Stonewall said many of the report's recommendations "could make a positive impact."
"But without due care, training or further capacity in the system, others could lead to new barriers that prevent children and young people from accessing the care they need and deserve," said the group's director of campaigns and human rights, Robbie de Santos.
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                    Russia launched a new heavy-lift rocket from its Far East space complex Thursday after two failed attempts earlier this week.
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    [image: In this grab taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation on Thursday, April 11, 2024 an Angara-A5 rocket lifts off from Vostochny space launch facility outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region, Russia. Russia on Thursday successfully test-launched a new heavy-lift rocket from its Far Eastern space complex, a lift-off that comes after two aborted attempts earlier in the week. (Roscosmos Space Corporation via AP)]
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia on Thursday successfully test-launched a new heavy-lift rocket from its Far Eastern space complex, a lift-off that comes after two aborted attempts earlier this week. 
The first attempt to launch the Angara-A5 rocket from the Vostochny spaceport on Tuesday was canceled about two minutes before the scheduled liftoff due to a failure of the pressurization system of the oxidizer tank in the central block of the rocket.
The second attempted launch Wednesday was also aborted by the automatic safety system, which registered a flaw in the engine start control mechanism, said Yuri Borisov, head of Russia's state-controlled space corporation Roscosmos. He added that the failure was most likely rooted in a programming error.
Thursday's launch is the fourth for the Angara-A5, a heavy-lift version of the new Angara family of rockets that has been developed to replace the Soviet-designed Proton rockets.

    


The previous three launches were carried out from the Plesetsk launchpad in northwestern Russia.
After the 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union, Russia leased the Baikonur Cosmodrome from Kazakhstan and continued to use it for most of its space launches. The agreement with Kazakhstan allows Russia to keep leasing Baikonur for $115 million a year through 2050.




While Roscosmos has continued to rely on Baikonur, Russian authorities have developed Vostochny as the facility of choice for Angara launches. The construction of the new spaceport has dragged on for longer than planned and it has seen only limited use so far.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The development of the Angara-A-5, which is set to be the main launch vehicle for Russia's prospective lunar research program, has also faced repeated delays and dragged on years behind schedule. 
Like the Soviet-designed Proton it's set to replace, the new rocket is intended to launch intelligence and communication satellites to geostationary orbits.
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    [image: FILE - United Nations Climate Chief Simon Stiell speaks during a plenary session at the COP28 U.N. Climate Summit, Dec. 1, 2023, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Stiell says humanity has only two years left ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - United Nations Climate Chief Simon Stiell speaks during a plenary session at the COP28 U.N. Climate Summit, Dec. 1, 2023, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Stiell says humanity has only two years left "to save the world" by making dramatic changes in the way it spews heat-trapping emissions and it has even less time to act to get the finances behind such a massive shift. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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                                        OXFORD, England (AP) -- Humanity has only two years left "to save the world" by making dramatic changes in the way it spews heat-trapping emissions and it has even less time to act to get the finances behind such a massive shift, the head of the United Nations climate agency said.
With governments of the world facing a 2025 deadline for new and stronger plans to curb carbon pollution, nearly half of the world's populations voting in elections this year, and crucial global finance meetings later this month in Washington, United Nations executive climate secretary Simon Stiell said Wednesday he knows his warning may sound melodramatic. But he said action over the next two years is "essential."
"We still have a chance to make greenhouse gas emissions tumble, with a new generation of national climate plans. But we need these stronger plans, now," Stiell said in a speech at the Chatham House think tank in London. He suggested that climate action is not just for powerful people to address -- in a not-so-veiled reference to the electoral calendar this year.

    


"Who exactly has two years to save the world? The answer is every person on this planet," Stiell said. "More and more people want climate action right across societies and political spectrums, in large part because they are feeling the impacts of the climate crisis in their everyday lives and their household budgets."




Crop-destroying droughts have increased the need for bolder action to curb emissions and help farmers adapt which could boost food security and lessen hunger, he said. "Cutting fossil fuel pollution will mean better health and huge savings for governments and households alike," Stiell said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Not everyone is convinced such warnings will be helpful. 
"'Two years to save the world' is meaningless rhetoric -- at best, it's likely to be ignored, at worst, it will be counterproductive," said Princeton University climate scientist Michael Oppenheimer, who is also a professor of international affairs. 

    


Levels of carbon dioxide and methane in the air last year hit all-time highs, according to United States government calculations, while scientists calculate that the world's carbon dioxide emissions jumped 1.1%. Last year was the hottest year on record by far, global temperature monitoring groups concluded.
If emissions of carbon dioxide and methane from burning of coal, oil and natural gas continue to rise or don't start a sharp decline, Stiell said it "will further entrench the gross inequalities between the world's richest and poorest countries and communities" that are being worsened by climate change.
And behind it all is money.
Stiell's speech comes just ahead of meetings of The World Bank and other big multinational development institutions, where poorer nations, led by Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley and Kenyan President William Ruto, are pushing for major reforms in the systems that loan money to poor nations, especially those hit by climate-related disasters.
In conjunction with that push, Stiell called for "a quantum leap this year in climate finance." He called for debt relief for the countries that need it the most, saying they are spending $400 billion on debt financing instead of preparing for and preventing future climate change.

    


He called for more financial aid, not just loans, and more money from different groups like banks, the International Maritime Organization, and the G20, the world's 20 most powerful economies. Those countries are responsible for 80% of the world's heat-trapping emissions, he said.
"G20 leadership must be at the core of the solution, as it was during the great financial crisis," Stiell said.
"Every day, finance ministers, CEOs, investors, and development bankers direct trillions of dollars. It's time to shift those dollars from the energy and infrastructure of the past, towards that of a cleaner, more resilient future," Stiell said. "And to ensure that the poorest and most vulnerable countries benefit."
Officials said the climate finance problem needs to be fixed by the end of the year with November's climate negotiations in Baku, Azerbaijan, a crucial point.

    


Stiell is "absolutely right" that timing and finance are the heart of the matter, said longtime climate analyst Alden Meyer of European think tank E3G. The carbon action plans submitted by next year will "determine whether we can get on the trajectory of sharp emissions reductions needed to avoid much worse climate impacts than those we are already suffering today," he said.
With so many elections and places where democracies on the brink, "climate finance related to carbon policy is on the line," said Nancy Lindborg, president of the David and Lucille Packard Foundation, at the Skoll World Forum, an ideas conference in Oxford, England.
Climate Analytics CEO Bill Hare said Stiell was "listening to the science" -- namely that global emissions must be halved by the end of the decade to meet the Paris climate accord's ambition of capping global temperature increases to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit).

    


"Governments are nowhere near that, and disastrously many are still supporting new fossil fuel development," Hare said. "We need to see a massive strengthening of action now - faster ramping up of renewables, electric vehicles and batteries - if we're to get serious reductions by 2030. The longer we wait, the more it will cost."
___
Keaten contributed from Geneva.
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears and Jamey Keaten at @jameykeaten.
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: In this photo taken from video released by Roscosmos space corporation on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 an Angara-A5 rocket is seen prior to the launch at Vostochny space launch facility outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region, Russia. The first test launch of the new Angara-A5 rocket was aborted the second day in a row just moments before the scheduled liftoff. The Angara-A5 is a new heavy-lift rocket developed in Russia. (Roscosmos space corporation via AP)]
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia failed for a second straight day Wednesday to test-launch a new heavy-lift rocket from its Far Eastern space complex. Officials have scheduled a further launch attempt for Thursday.
The first attempt to launch the Angara-A5 rocket from the Vostochny spaceport on Tuesday was canceled about two minutes before the scheduled liftoff due to a failure of the pressurization system of the oxidizer tank in the central block of the rocket.
The second attempted launch Wednesday was also aborted by the automatic safety system, which registered a flaw in the engine start control mechanism, said Yuri Borisov, head of Russia's state-controlled space corporation Roscosmos. He added that the failure was most likely rooted in a programming error.
Borisov noted that there were no hardware issues with the rocket that would necessitate spiking the launch, and said that another launch attempt was scheduled for Thursday.

    


The launch is to be the fourth for the Angara-A5, a heavy-lift version of the new Angara family of rockets that has been developed to replace the Soviet-designed Proton rockets.




The previous three launches were carried out from the Plesetsk launchpad in northwestern Russia.
After the 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union, Russia leased the Baikonur Cosmodrome from Kazakhstan and continued to use it for most of its space launches. The agreement with Kazakhstan allows Russia to keep leasing Baikonur for $115 million a year through 2050.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While Roscosmos has continued to rely on Baikonur, Russian authorities have developed Vostochny as the facility of choice for Angara launches. The construction of the new spaceport has dragged on for longer than planned and it has seen only limited use so far.
The development of the Angara-A-5, which is set to be the main launch vehicle for Russia's prospective lunar research program, has also faced repeated delays and dragged on years behind schedule. 
Like the Soviet-designed Proton it's set to replace, the new rocket is intended to launch intelligence and communication satellites to geostationary orbits.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-space-angara-83b5e2f8777400795229203994b965e6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Rescuers search off Northern California coast for young gray whale entangled in gill net | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Rescuers search off Northern California coast for young gray whale entangled in gill net

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this aerial photo provided by Tony Corso Images, a 30-foot-long gray whale with its tail entangled in a massive gill net is seen off the coast of Pacifica, Calif., Tuesday, April 9, 2024. A team with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries is working on a rescue effort Wednesday with the Marine Mammal Center in Sausalito. (Tony Corso Images via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | In this aerial photo provided by Tony Corso Images, a 30-foot-long gray whale with its tail entangled in a massive gill net is seen off the coast of Pacifica, Calif., Tuesday, April 9, 2024. A team with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries is working on a rescue effort Wednesday with the Marine Mammal Center in Sausalito. (Tony Corso Images via AP)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Rescuers were searching Wednesday for a gray whale last spotted off Northern California's coast with its tail entangled in a massive gill net.
The 30-foot (9-meter) whale was spotted Tuesday near San Francisco swimming north as part of gray whales' annual migration from Mexico to Alaska. It was dragging the net with two b