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After Trump Broadside, Surveillance Bill Teeters in the House



The extension of a key foreign intelligence surveillance tool is at risk as right-wing lawmakers insist on bigger changes and former President Donald J. Trump urges lawmakers to "kill" the law underlying it.




Speaker Mike Johnson, who previously opposed the pending legislation, now says the bill contains "the most significant set of intelligence reforms since FISA was originally enacted in 1978."




By Luke Broadwater and Charlie Savage


Apr 10, 2024


Speaker Mike Johnson on Wednesday faced a buzz saw of Republican opposition to his bid to extend a warrantless surveillance law that national security officials call crucial to their efforts to fight terrorism, after former President Donald J. Trump urged lawmakers to kill the legislation.



Republican leaders said they would plunge ahead with a midday vote to bring up the bill, which would extend a section of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act known as Section 702 and make modest changes. But the fate of the measure was very much in doubt after Mr. Trump's statement, which added a powerful voice of opposition to an already sizable contingent of right-wing lawmakers who have clamored for a more sweeping overhaul that would severely limit the government's spying powers.



Aides said it was possible that Republicans would yank the bill if they failed to quell the brewing revolt.



No Democrats were expected to vote to move forward on the measure -- among other things, Republicans have bundled it with 
an unrelated resolution
 condemning President Biden's border policies -- so just three Republican defections would be enough to scuttle the move. At least one hard-right member, Representative Matt Gaetz of Florida, has already pledged to try to tank it.



Stoking the opposition, Mr. Trump posted overnight on social media, "KILL FISA, IT WAS ILLEGALLY USED AGAINST ME, AND MANY OTHERS. THEY SPIED ON MY CAMPAIGN!!!"



The statement was largely incoherent as a matter of policy. Section 702 allows the government to target foreigners abroad for surveillance without warrants. The instance Mr. Trump was apparently referring to -- when the F.B.I. obtained wiretap orders on a former campaign adviser to his 2016 campaign as part of an investigation into Russian interference -- concerned a different section of FISA for targeting Americans and people on domestic soil in national security inquiries.



But as a matter of politics, Mr. Trump's attack on the measure only underscored his lingering grievances about that investigation and his disdain for national security agencies he often disparages as an evil "deep state." And it was resonating with his hard-right allies on Capitol Hill, who see blocking the extension of the law -- which government officials say is crucial to their foreign intelligence and counterterrorism work -- as a way to inflict pain on an intelligence community they regard as an enemy.



Section 702 is set to expire on April 19. But 
the program could continue operating until April 2025
 if the FISA court grants a government request for orders authorizing it for another year before the underlying statute expires. As a result, if the House measure collapses, the next Congress could revisit it.



Mr. Trump's intervention recalled a similar episode in early 2018, when he 
set off last-minute turmoil with a social media broadside against FISA
 just as House Republicans were scrambling to secure enough support to extend Section 702 before it expired, a move backed by his administration. Hours later, after lobbying by Speaker Paul D. Ryan, Mr. Trump walked back the statement in another social media post, and the bill passed.



Mr. Johnson, who previously opposed the pending legislation and backed a more sweeping overhaul, now says the bill contains "the most significant set of intelligence reforms since FISA was originally enacted in 1978."



But Mr. Gaetz said he and others would not allow it to move ahead.



"I don't think we should proceed on to this bill until we've got a better understanding of how to adhere to the Constitution," Mr. Gaetz said, adding, "I don't see the rule passing."



Representative Anna Paulina Luna, Republican of Florida, echoed the sentiment in a social media post Wednesday morning, writing, "We are killing FISA," and predicting that in its current form, the measure could not pass.



At issue is a debate that has roiled Congress for months. Under Section 702, the government is empowered to collect, without warrants, the messages of noncitizens abroad, even when those targeted are communicating with Americans.



As a result, the government sometimes collects Americans' private messages without a warrant. While there are limits on how those messages can be searched for and used, the F.B.I. has repeatedly violated those limits in recent years -- including improperly querying for 
information about Black Lives Matter protesters and people suspected of participating in the Jan. 6, 2021 Capitol riot.



The F.B.I. has since tightened its system to reduce the risk of queries that violate the standards, and the bill in question would codify those changes and add reporting requirements. It would also limit the number of officials with access to the raw repository of information collected.



But reformers -- including both progressive Democrats and libertarian-minded Republicans -- want to add a requirement that officials must get a warrant before querying the repository for information about an American. Under the rules to be voted on Wednesday, critics led by Representative Jim Jordan, Republican of Ohio and the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, would get a chance to try to add that requirement to the bill.



National security officials argue that doing so would cripple the program. Senior lawmakers on the House national security committees, including Representatives Michael R. Turner, Republican of Ohio and the chairman of the Intelligence Committee, and Jim Himes of Connecticut, its top Democrat, have also resisted such changes, and are backing the more modest adjustments in the bill.



But a handful of Republicans favor allowing Section 702 to expire altogether -- Mr. Gaetz among them.



"I'm incredibly disappointed that the views that Speaker Johnson deeply held for seven years as he sat next to me on the House Judiciary Committee, he has done a 180 on," Mr. Gaetz said. "Mike Johnson made the arguments against FISA and its abuses better than I did in the House Judiciary Committee. And this is something that I strongly disagree with."



In a letter to fellow Republicans, Mr. Johnson laid out his reasons for pushing for the extension.



"FISA and Section 702 have been essential to intercepting communications of dangerous foreign actors overseas, understanding the threats against our country, countering our adversaries and saving countless American lives," Mr. Johnson wrote.



"However, as a former constitutional law litigator and chair of the House Judiciary's Subcommittee on the Constitution," he added, "I can state unequivocally that the F.B.I. terribly abused the FISA authority in recent years, and in turn, violated the trust and confidence of the American people. Our responsibility now is simple: maintain the tool but strictly prohibit future abuses."



Catie Edmondson
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/us/politics/fisa-trump-johnson-house.html
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Trump Allies Have a Plan to Hurt Biden's Chances: Elevate Outsider Candidates



The more candidates in the race, the better for Donald J. Trump, supporters say. And in a tight presidential contest, a small share of voters could change the result.




Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and his wife, Cheryl Hines, during Mr. Kennedy's running mate announcement in March. 




By Jonathan Swan, Maggie Haberman, Shane Goldmacher and Rebecca Davis O'Brien


Apr 10, 2024


Allies of Donald J. Trump are discussing ways to elevate third-party candidates in battleground states to divert votes away from President Biden, along with other covert tactics to diminish Democratic votes.



They plan to promote the independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. as a "champion for choice" to give voters for whom abortion is a top issue -- and who also don't like Mr. Biden -- another option on the ballot, according to one person who is involved in the effort and who, like several others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the plans.



Trump allies also plan to amplify the progressive environmental records of Mr. Kennedy and the expected Green Party candidate, Jill Stein, in key states -- contrasting their policies 
against the record-high oil production
 under Mr. Biden that has disappointed some climate activists.



A third parallel effort in Michigan is meant to diminish Democratic turnout in November by amplifying Muslim voters' concerns about Mr. Biden's support for Israel's war in Gaza. Trump allies are discussing running ads in Dearborn, Mich., and other parts of the state with large Muslim populations that would thank Mr. Biden for standing with Israel, according to three people familiar with the effort, which is expected to be led by an outside group unaffiliated with the Trump campaign.



Many of these third-party-boosting efforts will probably be run out of dark-money entities that are loosely supportive of Mr. Trump. Both the 
Trump campaign
 and the main super PAC supporting the former president, MAGA Inc., are already 
aggressively framing
 Mr. Kennedy as a far-left radical to draw potential Democratic voters away from Mr. Biden.



Whatever the mechanism, the Trump team's view is simple and is backed by public and private polling: The more candidates in the race, the better for Mr. Trump. Mr. Biden's team agrees. And in a race that could be decided by tens of thousands of votes -- as the last two presidential elections have been -- even small shifts in the share of votes could change the result.



"There is no question that in a close presidential race, independent or minor party candidates can have a disproportionately large impact," said Roger Stone, who is Mr. Trump's longest-serving political adviser and who has worked on third-party campaigns, including advising Gary Johnson, the Libertarian Party's nominee in 2012.




Jill Stein ran for president on the Green Party ticket in 2016, drawing some progressive voters away from Hillary Clinton.




Republican donors are pouring funds into Mr. Kennedy's independent bid for the presidency. He has raised 
substantially more
 from donors who previously supported Mr. Trump than he has from those who backed Mr. Biden. Some are big names in Republican politics who have so far given relatively small amounts, including $3,300 last August from Elizabeth Uihlein, whose family is among the G.O.P.'s biggest contributors.



Timothy Mellon, the largest single donor to Mr. Kennedy's biggest super PAC, is also the largest backer of MAGA Inc. Mr. Mellon, a reclusive billionaire from one of America's wealthiest families, has over the past year given the Kennedy super PAC $20 million and the Trump super PAC $15 million, as of the most recent disclosures that were filed in March. Another prominent Kennedy backer is 
Patrick Byrne
, the former chief executive of Overstock.com who worked with Mr. Trump on his effort to overturn the 2020 election.



Mr. Trump himself is intensely interested in the third-party candidates, according to aides. He is eager to know what their effect is expected to be on the race and how they are polling, although his engagement beyond asking questions of those around him is unclear.



Mr. Trump has been worried about the Libertarian Party pulling conservative voters away from him in November. But Richard Grenell, who is the former acting director of national intelligence and who is expected to play a big role in any second Trump administration, has been using his connections with Libertarian activists and donors to try to persuade them to attack Mr. Biden more than Mr. Trump, according to people familiar with his efforts.



Other Trump supporters are trying to help third-party and independent candidates with the expensive and arduous process of gathering the signatures needed to get on state ballots. Scott Presler, the conservative activist whom Lara Trump said she wanted as an early hire at the Republican National Committee, publicly reached out on social media to 
Ms. Stein
 and 
Cornel West
, a left-wing academic who is running for president as an independent, to offer his help in collecting signatures to get them on the ballot.



Mr. Presler could not be reached for comment.



The moves by Trump allies come as the Democratic Party, alarmed by the potential for third-party candidates to swing the election, has mobilized a team of lawyers to scrutinize outsider candidates, including looking into whether they've followed the rules to get on state ballots.



For decades, third-party candidacies have loomed large in U.S. presidential elections. The best known in modern history is Ross Perot, whose run as a billionaire populist independent in 1992 garnered 19 percent of the vote and helped Bill Clinton win with only 43 percent of the popular vote. Ralph Nader, a Green Party candidate, siphoned votes away from Vice President Al Gore in the nail-biter 2000 presidential race against George W. Bush.



And in 2016, Ms. Stein, as the Green Party candidate, gave a meaningful -- and 
arguably election-deciding
 -- boost to Mr. Trump by drawing progressive voters away from former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin. That year, the billionaire businessman and Home Depot co-founder 
Bernie Marcus
, a supporter of Mr. Trump, helped fund efforts to bolster Ms. Stein.




Ross Perot's run as a billionaire populist independent in 1992 garnered 19 percent of the presidential vote. Bill Clinton won the contest.




Polling shows that third-party candidates could play an especially large role in 2024. Most Americans are 
unhappy with the choice
 between Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden. Voters are increasingly disillusioned with the two major parties, and trust in American institutions has eroded over the past 30 years. Those trends provide an opening for candidates who style themselves as anti-establishment outsiders willing to blow up the system. Mr. Trump took advantage of similar conditions in 2016.



In a 
Quinnipiac University poll
 in late March, Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump both received less than 40 percent of the vote in a hypothetical five-way race, with Mr. Kennedy getting 13 percent, Ms. Stein receiving 4 percent and Mr. West capturing 3 percent.



In the multicandidate race, Mr. Trump led by a single percentage point; Mr. Biden led Mr. Trump by three percentage points in a hypothetical head-to-head race.



"The path to victory here is clearly maximizing the reach of these left-wing alternatives," said Stephen K. Bannon, the former White House chief strategist who also served as Mr. Trump's campaign chairman in 2016.



"No Republican knows that oil production under Biden is higher than ever. But Jill Stein's people do," added Mr. Bannon. "Stein is furious about the oil drilling. The college kids are furious about it. The more exposure these guys get, the better it is for us."



Brian Hughes, a spokesman for Mr. Trump, described Mr. Kennedy as a "leftist and liberal with a history of supporting an extreme environmental agenda." He said more broadly of the Democratic push to challenge outsider candidates, "While Joe Biden and his allies claim to defend democracy, they are using financial and legal resources to prevent candidates access to the ballot."



"President Trump believes any candidate who qualifies for the ballot should be allowed to make their case to America's voters," he added.



For months, the Trump team has been privately polling various iterations of third-party tickets in battleground states. It has concluded that candidates floated for the Green Party and No Labels, which recently 
abandoned
 its effort to field a presidential candidate, pulled substantially more votes from Mr. Biden than from Mr. Trump.



A person briefed on other polling by Trump allies said that while it varies by state, Mr. Kennedy also pulls more votes from Mr. Biden than from Mr. Trump. The person cited as an example the Trump team's recent private polling of voters in Arizona. Mr. Trump loses Hispanic voters by a close margin in a head-to-head contest against Mr. Biden there, but he wins Hispanic voters on the full ballot in Arizona -- an indication that third-party candidates draw more heavily from Mr. Biden's core constituencies than from Mr. Trump's.



Still, Mr. Kennedy is seen as more of a potential threat to Mr. Trump. He has spent the past few years appearing on conservative news media programs and talking about issues like his fierce opposition to the Covid-19 vaccine. Advisers to Mr. Trump say that many Republican voters don't know anything about Mr. Kennedy's liberal views on gun control and the environment, and the Trump team hopes to bring back some of those voters after framing Mr. Kennedy as a liberal Democrat.




Donald J. Trump told an ally that he believed Mr. Kennedy could help him with voters who were upset with him for his support of the Covid-19 vaccine.




Allies of Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden are in a tug of war to define Mr. Kennedy, who has far more support than any other third-party candidate.



Democratic lawyers and operatives, many of whom have privately said that neither Mr. Gore nor Mrs. Clinton had teams that took third-party candidates seriously enough, are fighting hard to keep Mr. Kennedy off the ballot. The Democratic National Committee hired Lis Smith, a veteran communications operative, and tasked her with branding Mr. Kennedy as a pro-Trump spoiler candidate.



Mr. Kennedy's campaign and the super PACs backing him have paid an array of lawyers and consultants to secure ballot access. One of the consultants, Rita Palma, was captured in a video detailing a strategy to encourage New York voters to support Mr. Kennedy: "The Kennedy voter and the Trump voter, our mutual enemy is Biden." Ms. Palma outlined a hypothetical scenario in which Mr. Kennedy would win enough electoral votes to prevent either Mr. Trump or Mr. Biden from winning 270 electoral votes, pushing the decision to Congress in what is known as a contingent election.



On her X account, Ms. Palma has expressed support over the years for both Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Trump. In posts first reported by CNN on Tuesday, she had endorsed Mr. Trump's false claims that the 2020 election was stolen and 
described
 Sidney K. Powell, who has pleaded guilty to six misdemeanor counts related to Mr. Trump's efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss in Georgia, as "My person of the decade."



Stefanie Spear, a spokeswoman for the Kennedy campaign, described Ms. Palma as "a ballot-access consultant" for upcoming signature collection efforts in New York. Of Ms. Palma's remarks about the hypothetical scenario, Ms. Spear said Ms. Palma's statements "in no way reflect the strategy of the Kennedy campaign."



Ms. Spear did not respond to requests for comment about the Trump allies' efforts to elevate Mr. Kennedy, or to inquiries about Ms. Palma's support for Mr. Trump's claims about the 2020 election.



Many conservative news media personalities and influencers recently 
turned against
 Mr. Kennedy after he decided to run as an independent instead of as a Democrat and it became apparent that he could pull votes from Mr. Trump.



Still, one complication with attacking Mr. Kennedy is that Mr. Trump has made clear that he likes him.



Mr. Trump put out a statement on Truth Social, his social media platform, that called Mr. Kennedy "a radical-left Democrat," but he has mostly laid off him otherwise. Mr. Trump has called Mr. Kennedy a "
very smart person
" and has even privately floated him as a potential running mate, though his advisers view that prospect as extremely unlikely.



An outside group aligned with Mr. Trump asked a question about a Trump-Kennedy ticket in a poll several weeks ago, according to a person with knowledge of the survey. The results were not particularly striking. Mr. Trump had told an ally that he believed Mr. Kennedy could help him with voters who were upset with him for his support of the Covid-19 vaccine.



"I like Trump-Kennedy. I like the way that sounds," Mr. Trump told another ally recently. "There's something about that that I like."



Ruth Igielnik
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/us/politics/trump-rfk-jr-biden.html
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E.P.A. Says 'Forever Chemicals' Must Be Removed From Tap Water



The rule applies to a family of chemicals known as PFAS that are linked to serious health effects. Water utilities argue the cost is too great.




The new measure will require utilities to reduce PFAS substances in drinking water to near-zero levels.




By Lisa Friedman


Apr 10, 2024


For the first time, the federal government is requiring municipal water systems to remove six synthetic chemicals linked to cancer and other health problems that are present in the tap water of hundreds of millions of Americans.



The extraordinary move from the Environmental Protection Agency mandates that water providers reduce perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, known collectively as PFAS, to near-zero levels. The compounds, found in everything from dental floss to firefighting foams to children's toys, are called "forever chemicals" because they never fully degrade and can accumulate in the body and the environment.



The chemicals are so ubiquitous that they can be found in the blood of almost every person in the United States. A 2023 government study of private wells and public water systems detected PFAS chemicals 
in nearly half the tap water in the country
.



Exposure to PFAS has been associated with metabolic disorders, decreased fertility in women, developmental delays in children and increased risk of some prostate, kidney and testicular cancers, 
according to the E.P.A
.



Michael S. Regan, the E.P.A. administrator, called the new regulation "life changing."



"This action will prevent thousands of deaths and reduce tens of thousands of serious illnesses," Mr. Regan said on a call with reporters on Tuesday. He described the rule as the most significant action the federal government has ever taken to reduce PFAS exposure in drinking water.



"We are one huge step closer to finally shutting off the tap on forever chemicals once and for all," he said.



The E.P.A. estimated it would cost water utilities about $1.5 billion annually to comply with the rule, though utilities maintain that the costs could be twice that amount and are worried about how to fund it. States and local governments have 
successfully sued some manufacturers of PFAS for contaminating drinking water supplies,
 but the settlements awarded to municipalities have been dwarfed by the costs of cleaning up the chemicals, municipal officials said.



Industry executives say taxpayers will ultimately foot the bill in the form of increased water rates.



The 2021 bipartisan infrastructure law provides $9 billion to help communities address PFAS contamination and the E.P.A. said $1 billion of that money would be set aside to help states with initial testing and treatment.



Mr. Regan announced the regulation on Wednesday in Fayetteville, N.C., near the site where, in 2017, a Chemours chemical plant discharged water contaminated with PFAS into the Cape Fear River, making the local drinking water unsafe.




Equipment to reduce PFAS and greenhouse gas emissions at a Chemours site in Fayetteville, N.C.




Mr. Regan, who previously served as North Carolina's top environmental regulator, oversaw the Cape Fear PFAS investigation at the time and forced Chemours to clean up the air, soil and water in the lower Cape Fear River basin communities.



In 2022, the E.P.A. found the chemicals could cause harm at levels "much lower than previously understood" and that almost no level of exposure was safe.



Under the new rule from the E.P.A., water utilities must monitor supplies for PFAS chemicals and would be required to notify the public and reduce contamination if levels exceeded the new standard of 4 parts per trillion for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. Previously, the agency had advised that drinking water contain no more than 70 parts per trillion of the chemicals.



Public water systems have three years to complete their monitoring. If those samples show that levels of PFAS exceed the new E.P.A. standards, the utilities would have another two years to purchase and install equipment designed to filter out PFAS.



In a 
2020 peer-reviewed study
, scientists at the Environmental Working Group, a nonprofit organization, estimated that more than 200 million Americans had PFAS in their drinking water.



Public health advocates and scientists said the new regulation was overdue.



"A growing body of scientific research shows that PFAS chemicals are more harmful to human health than previously thought, and at extremely low levels," said Anna Reade, director of PFAS advocacy at the Natural Resources Defense Council, an environmental group.



In just the past year, 
more than a dozen peer-reviewed studies
 have found evidence of additional health effects of PFAS exposure, including a delay in the onset of puberty in girls, leading to a higher incidence of breast cancer, renal disease, and thyroid disease; a decrease in bone density in teenagers, potentially leading to osteoporosis; and an increased risk of Type 2 diabetes in women.



Dr. Susan M. Pinney, the director of the Center for Environmental Genetics at the University of Cincinnati, led a longitudinal study of young girls who had been exposed to PFAS after an industrial plant in West Virginia released the chemicals into the Ohio River.



She called the number of people exposed to PFAS around the country "mind boggling."



Robert A. Bilott, an attorney who has spent more than two decades litigating the hazardous dumping of PFAS chemicals, said he had alerted the E.P.A. to the dangers posed by the chemicals in drinking water as early as 2001. "It has taken far too long to get to this point, but the scientific facts and truth about the health threat posed by these man-made poisons have finally prevailed," Mr. Bilott said.



The E.P.A. calculated the health benefits of the new regulation at about $1.5 billion annually from reductions in cancer, heart attacks and strokes and birth complications.



But Republicans and industry groups, along with many mayors and county executives, said the Biden administration had created an impossible standard that would cost municipal water agencies billions of dollars.



Several questioned E.P.A.'s accounting as well as the science used to develop the new standard.



The American Water Works Association, the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies and other groups representing water utilities estimated that the cost of monitoring and remediation of PFAS could be as much as $3.2 billion annually. The figure is based on an analysis conducted for the American Water Works Association by Black & Veatch, a firm of consulting engineers.




Doctoral students and researchers studied PFAS substances at North Carolina State University in Raleigh in 2021.




Communities with limited resources will be hardest hit by the new rule, they said.



"When regulations are set near zero, that is not something manufacturers or water systems can economically achieve," Brandon Farris, the vice president of energy policy at the National Association of Manufacturers, wrote in a letter to the E.P.A. "Regulations that are not economically achievable will lead to critical substances being manufactured outside of the U.S. where environmental protections are often less stringent."



Christina Muryn, the mayor of Findlay, Ohio, a town of about 50,000 people, said that, while clean drinking water is an imperative, the E.P.A. was requiring municipalities to meet new mandates without adequate support.



"That is very frustrating to me as a citizen, as a mayor, and as someone who is responsible for our water treatment system," Ms. Muryn said.



Public health advocates said the costs of the new rule were outweighed by the growing body of evidence of the dangers posed by PFAS.



Widely used since the 1940s, the chemicals are useful in repelling water and oil. Nonstick pans have been most famously associated with PFAS but the chemicals can be found in water-repellent clothes and carpets, certain shampoos, cosmetics and hundreds of other household items.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/climate/epa-pfas-drinking-water.html
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Headway



How to Revive a Burned Forest? Rebuild the Tree Supply Chain



As forests succumb to ever-fiercer wildfires, the federal government and some adventurous private companies are trying to resuscitate an industry.




Two years after a wildfire swept through Sheep Creek Ranch in Montana, it was being prepared for replanting.




By Lydia DePillis


Apr 04, 2024


When it came to wildfires, 2021 was an increasingly common kind of year in Montana: Flames consumed 747,000 acres, an area nearly the size of Long Island.



About 2,700 of those acres were on Don Harland's Sheep Creek Ranch, where ever-drier summers have turned lodgepole pines into matchsticks ready to ignite. After the smoke cleared, Mr. Harland found creeks running black with soot and the ground hardening more with every day that passed.



A former timber industry executive, Mr. Harland knew the forest wouldn't grow back on its own. The land is high and dry, the ground rocky and inhospitable -- not like the rainy coastal Northwest, where trees grow thick and fast. Nor did he have the money to carry out a replanting operation, since growing for timber wouldn't pay for itself; most of the nearby sawmills had shut down long ago anyway. The state government offered a few grants, but nothing on the scale needed to heal the scar.



Then a local forester Mr. Harland knew suggested he get in touch with a new company out of Seattle, called Mast. After visiting to scope out the site, Mast's staff proposed to replant the whole acreage, free, and even pay Mr. Harland a bit at the end. Mast, in turn, was to earn money from companies that wanted to offset their carbon emissions and would put millions of dollars into planting trees that otherwise wouldn't exist.



Mr. Harland said he had his doubts about the carbon-selling part of the plan, but he was impressed with Mast's operations, so he said yes.



Two years later, after seeds had been collected from similar trees on nearby lands, crews of planters came out with bags full of seedlings, rapidly plunking them into the ashen ground. As part of the deal, Mr. Harland signed an agreement to let the trees grow for at least 100 years, so they can keep sucking greenhouse gases out of the air as they mature.



"This is a big risk for them and for me," Mr. Harland said about Mast. "But there isn't a lot of options. It doesn't really matter whether you believe in global warming, or the carbon credits, or even what your politics are -- what we're doing is the right thing."



Sheep Creek Ranch is one of Mast's first projects, and the company has three more underway in Oregon and California. Plenty of other companies are enrolling forests in carbon offsets, too. But Mast's founder, Grant Canary, has much bigger ambitions: His aim is to fix the whole supply chain for reforestation.



It wasn't always so difficult to plant trees on denuded land. In the decades when timber companies were rapidly clearcutting Western forests, they also had to rapidly replenish the supply, a need that supported a bustling industry of nurseries, seed collection and planting.



But as timber production slowed, the reforestation industry shrank with it. Nurseries closed or fell into disrepair, and skilled workers left the business.



That might not have been such a huge problem if climate change -- and poor forest management -- hadn't started to ravage America's forests. Overcrowded by decades of fire suppression, dried out by drought and weakened by beetle infestations, forests now burn rapidly and so intensely that their natural ability to regenerate is vastly diminished.




Saplings, grown at Mast's Washington state nursery, are destined for replanting in the wild. 




That created a pernicious cycle: Forestry agencies had to spend more money fighting megafires and didn't have enough left over to replant, so the share of burned acres being reforested has steadily declined. When that happens, land is taken over by invasive shrubbery that dries out in the summer, raising the likelihood that the land will burn again.



So there's clearly a need to resuscitate the forestry supply chain. The problem is translating that need for healthy forests into demand -- a market signal, in financial parlance.



Public funding will be part of the solution. Federal and state governments are now dedicating more money than they have in generations to planting projects and the infrastructure that supports them. But the resources committed so far leave a yawning gap, and bridging it requires deciphering a thicket of economic problems along the way.



That's where Mast comes in. It's essentially trying to rebuild the timber industry, except with a new end product: carbon removed from the atmosphere, rather than lumber. The market signal from carbon buyers is still faint. But by listening to it, Mast is learning what it takes to scale reforestation for what's to come.



A gap in the supply chain: Seeds




Money from the federal government is expected to support an additional 1.2 billion trees over the next decade, but that is still far what is needed to revive forests decimated by wildfires.




Across the country, about 70 million acres have burned over the past 10 years, according to the National Interagency Fire Center. Federal agencies have fallen behind in replanting; only 5.5 percent of their destroyed and harvested acres were reforested in 2023, compared with nearly 50 percent in the 1990s. The state governments and thousands of private landowners that own the rest aren't doing much better.



The United States has a history of belatedly trying to replenish resources it has extracted from the land. In the 1930s, unconstrained cropping and grazing turned much of the Great Plains to dust. Workers on relief rolls were hired to 
plant 220 million trees
 from North Dakota to Texas and got results: The new leafy windbreaks, known as a "shelterbelt," meaningfully 
increased localized rainfall and increased yields for struggling farmers
.



Public nurseries also 
expanded during that era
, with labor from the New Deal's Civilian Conservation Corps. After World War II, rapid logging to build the nation's booming cities and suburbs supercharged demand to 100 million seedlings a year.



For 40 years, that business model worked like any agricultural industry. Proceeds from one crop paid for the next replanting and supported a network of suppliers, contractors and scientists who developed new techniques to keep the whole operation moving more efficiently.



In the 1990s, however, ecological concerns prompted a 
pullback from logging on federal lands
 in the Pacific Northwest, where old growth had dwindled and habitat loss threatened many species. Timber production 
shifted
 to the uniform loblolly pine plantations of Georgia, Alabama and the Carolinas. Those seedlings were of no use in the mountainous and coastal West, with its cedars, firs and Ponderosa pines.



The resulting atrophy in the nation's seedling supply chain left the forestry community unprepared for what came next.



Matt McCombs, Colorado's head forester, has seen the reach and severity of wildfires increase year after year, with diminishing ability to revive the charred landscapes they left behind.



When he took the job in 2022, he inherited an antiquated nursery and greenhouses that were falling apart after years of disinvestment.



But the winds in the state legislature -- and in Washington, D.C. -- were changing. In 2021, Congress passed the bipartisan infrastructure law, which supplied millions more for federal nurseries. Colorado, too, allocated a bit more than $10 million to start rebuilding its nursery.



Mr. McCombs saw the opportunity for an ongoing business model: serving as the replanting engine not just for Colorado, but for the entire intermountain West.



"We've got the land, we've got the water -- we would love to be a core partner and a champion of reforestation as a practice," said Mr. McCombs, whose smooth patter suggests he has given his pitch to many a state legislator. He has to be good at it, because in the current reforestation paradigm, there is no obvious funder outside the government. Some other states, 
like New Mexico
, are stepping up as well.



"Our conception of the work is not agricultural production of wood fiber," Mr. McCombs said. "What we're trying to do is use forest management mechanisms to manage climate change." In the Rockies, that primarily means preserving water; tree-covered mountains filter runoff and protect the rapidly dwindling snowpack.



Recently burned forests are the most obvious priority for reforestation, since time is of the essence; erosion alone can damage water supplies for years unless trees are able to reestablish themselves.



In the coming years, federal money from the REPLANT Act, the major reforestation measure that was folded into the infrastructure law, is expected to support 
an additional 1.2 billion
 trees over the next decade, enough to cover 4.1 million acres.




Seedlings grown at Mast are intended for the ecosystems of Western states. The vast majority of seedlings in the U.S. are produced for plantations in the Southeast. 




That's a meaningful increase, and partnerships with nonprofit groups are helping 
magnify the investment
 in hard-hit places like California. But it's also not going to fix the problem, especially for private landowners. If you, like Don Harland, want to plant trees on your burned-up mountainsides, you typically have to deal with a patchwork of philanthropy and public grants to get it done.



Even if you gather the funding, it's going to be difficult to find the seedlings and enough workers to plant them. Currently, 94 percent of the 
1.4 billion seedlings
 produced in and imported into the United States come from private nurseries, the vast majority bound for plantations in the Southeast.



Those companies say they could scale up over time to supply the new demand for reforestation that isn't bound for harvest. But there's a catch: They don't want to invest in infrastructure and train a lot of people if this political zeal for tree planting peters out after a couple of years. They want assurance that the market will be there for a while.



A stronger supply chain could also feed a replanting opportunity that goes beyond burned forests. About 148 million acres -- an area the size of California and Washington combined -- are viable for tree planting, according to an 
analysis by the Nature Conservancy
, and could feasibly store a lot of carbon.



Randy Fournier runs the largest network of nurseries in North America, the British Columbia-based PRT, which sold more than 600 million seedlings last year. He's been asking the U.S. Department of Agriculture to create an incentive program that would compensate landowners over time to get trees in the ground.



"If you're the U.S. government, you're trying to get a certain amount of carbon sequestered," Mr. Fournier said. "Figure what that number is and put a mechanism in place so that Randy the farmer with fallow, underutilized land can just simply say, 'Look, I'm going to host a U.S. carbon forest.' Put a mechanism in place that gives that person a return."



Of course, that would take more money. At the moment, with a ballooning deficit and other domestic priorities that the Biden administration hasn't yet funded, Congress does not seem in the mood to hand out more climate-related subsidies. So something has to fill in the gap.



There's no hack for growing trees



Grant Canary's first idea for how to fix reforestation was a flop.



Mr. Canary 
developed the concept
 while in residence at Techstars, a brand-name start-up incubator. Planting seedlings is hard labor, and recruiting people to do it, especially on remote, rugged mountains, is harder than it was during the Great Depression. He proposed cutting costs by dropping seeds, enclosed in nutrient packs called "pucks," from heavy-duty drones and garnered a round of buzzy news coverage.



But there was a problem: Falling from 10 meters to the ground doesn't give a seed as good a chance at survival as hand-planting a baby tree, so you need more of them to cover the same acreage. And with the seed supply having slowed from its heyday, there weren't enough to waste.



So Mr. Canary decided to go back to basics. In 2021, his venture capital-backed company bought a seed extractory called Silvaseed, which dated to the 1870s and was still the largest producer in the western United States. Then, realizing he needed a bigger funnel to reliably deliver seedlings to those replanting projects, he bought CalForest, the biggest nursery in California.



All of a sudden, with the drone program paused, Mast became something very unfashionable in the tech world: a vertically integrated conglomerate with lots of physical assets, old technology and blue-collar employees. In fact, it looks a little like a traditional timber company -- except instead of board feet, its final product is tons of carbon pulled out of the atmosphere.



"There's a lot of value in the finished good, but there's not a supply chain today that can deliver a finished product at scale," Mr. Canary said.



Silvaseed takes up a city block and is the largest employer in the misty hamlet of Roy, Wash. Inside, there's a lot from the early 20th century that still works well -- and a lot that Mast is bringing into the 21st.



A seedling starts as part of a cone, gathered from the 11 Western states that Mast serves. Cone collection, done by local residents who are paid by the bushel, is a catch-as-catch-can kind of business. To keep the population of seed-eaters like squirrels and mice in check, conifers reproduce intermittently, in what's called a "mast event" (the inspiration for the company's name).




The supply chain for conifers starts with the seeds inside a cone.




After collection in the late summer and fall, the cones go into a "kiln," a giant chute that blows hot air on them for 24 hours, cracking out the seeds. Next comes a series of shakers and screens that separate the seeds from all the woody material that surrounds them. This is bespoke equipment and nearly entirely analog. Mast removed the 1950s belts and rotors, refurbished them and put them back. As far as seed extraction technology goes, it's still pretty much state of the art.



In one barnlike building, a second floor has been renovated into an airy office space with polished wooden floors and large computer monitors.



New X-ray machines adapted from medical imaging quickly screen sample trays to make sure all of the seeds have embryos and are thus likely to sprout. The seeds are then wrapped in sacks and stored in boxes in a cavernous refrigerator, where they can remain viable for decades. The dormant seeds waft a light citrusy scent.



"The smell of money," Silvaseed's previous owners called it.




Seeds are stored in a refrigerated vault. They give off a citrusy scent.




Information about seeds -- where they were collected, who owns the land, if recent fires in the area had created a need for new supply -- all goes into proprietary mapping software that allows Mast to calibrate pricing, not unlike a ride-hailing app that brings in more drivers when demand is high.



That information is closely guarded. Mast declined to disclose even a range of prices. Timber companies that produced their own seeds and seedlings suppressed the prices of those inputs, since they made their money on lumber. Reforestation for climate mitigation doesn't have the luxury of a high-value end product yet -- or at least one that sells consistently -- so Mast needs to make some margin on the intermediate products as well. That's especially true as the company develops seed reserves for rarer species that have never been harvested commercially, which is important to avoid creating a fragile monoculture.



Mast is also working to automate seedling formation and increase every sprout's chance of success. To plant seedlings with bushier roots, the company acquired a machine that pumps out cigarlike tubes of soil wrapped in brown paper and produces far more seedlings a week than a human could manage.



But there are limits to innovation in forestry; there are no simple shortcuts or cost-erasing technologies. In contrast to most of modern agriculture, genetic engineering is rare, and there are few ways to help the trees once they have been planted with fertilizer and pesticides. Climate change is making every step harder, with drought and heat limiting planting seasons and shifting seed zones.



That's why so much comes down to the price of each puzzle piece -- and who pays for it.



Betting on the uncertain market for carbon




Mast is trying to rebuild the timber industry, except with a new end product: carbon removed from the atmosphere. 




Carbon markets have been around for decades. They're essentially an accounting mechanism: Businesses that produce carbon dioxide can pay for methods, like forests, that remove it. Removing a ton of carbon dioxide creates an "offset," allowing the business to mitigate its climate impact, whether for public relations reasons or because regulations require it.



Offsets are an obvious, 
if imperfect
, way to fund projects that mitigate climate-warming emissions. But they have been going through a rough patch.



For prospective corporate offset buyers, the marketplace appears opaque and unstable. There are many standards for measuring what equates to a ton of removed carbon, and several high-profile examples of projects that either 
burned up in wildfires themselves
 or were outright fraudulent. Some companies -- like Delta Air Lines -- are being 
sued for claiming to be "carbon neutral"
 based on projects that might have happened without the offset.



Prospective carbon credit buyers are nervous about whether they can rely on seller promises, said Zack Parisa, who runs a company called NCX. He pivoted away from developing carbon offsets and now aims to connect landowners with companies interested in a broader range of non-extractive uses, such as space for solar farms.



And of course, offsetting emissions remains generally voluntary for companies operating in the United States, since there's no federal tax or limit on carbon.



"The risk-reward calculus is upside down right now," Mr. Parisa said. "These are the questions that people must find resolution on before these markets can scale meaningfully, because it's still it's unclear to many buyers whether it's safe to invest in these assets."



If those questions can be resolved, 
analysts expect
 that the voluntary carbon market could become a trillion-dollar industry.
 
Although it's been 
stalled in court
, a new rule from the Securities and Exchange Commission that requires large companies to disclose both their emissions and their offset purchases may increase demand for more trustworthy offsets.



Mast thinks it is poised to benefit from those changes. For one thing, it operates solely in post-wildfire, previously forested landscapes. Since chances of natural regeneration in a human lifetime are low, it's easier to demonstrate that projects are "additional," or would not happen absent intervention. They guard against future wildfires by planting less densely, which means fires don't have as much fuel to burn catastrophically. And an independent verification organization monitors the forest to make sure it's pulling as much carbon down as expected.



While carbon projects come together, Mast can keep some cash coming in the door by supplying seeds to other reforestation efforts, including those funded by new federal money. But their vision for the future is a stable source of private demand, separate from timber and fiber, that outlasts presidential administrations and budget windows. After all, trees think in centuries, not four-year increments.



Don Harland has a view of centuries too, in the legacy of lands that burned just over his property line 80 years ago and still haven't recovered. For him, carbon markets are the ticket to fixing something that ought to be fixed anyway.



"You take the risk, because what if you didn't do it?" Mr. Harland said, noting the birds and mammals that migrate across his land to Yellowstone National Park to the north. "The rest of my lifetime I'll be seeing this burned thing, and I should've done something while I had the chance."



The Headway initiative is funded through grants from the Ford Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and the Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF), with Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors serving as a fiscal sponsor. The Woodcock Foundation is a funder of Headway's public square. Funders have no control over the selection, focus of stories or the editing process and do not review stories before publication. The Times retains full editorial control of the Headway initiative.
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Hamas Leader Defiant After Israeli Strike Kills 3 of His Sons



Israel confirmed the killing of the sons of the Hamas political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, and said all three were Hamas military operatives.




The car in which three sons of the Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh were reportedly killed during an Israeli strike in Al-Shati camp, west of Gaza City, on Wednesday.




By Cassandra Vinograd, Aaron Boxerman, Adam Rasgon and Thomas Fuller


Apr 11, 2024


An Israeli airstrike on Wednesday killed three sons of one of the most senior leaders of Hamas, Ismail Haniyeh, who said the strike would not weaken the group's negotiating position or its resolve in its fight against Israel.



Mr. Haniyeh, who leads the Hamas political bureau from exile, is a longstanding leader of the group. He is also engaged in the stalled negotiations with Israel through international mediators who are seeking to broker a cease-fire and secure the release of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip.



"The enemy is delusional if it thinks that by killing my children, we will change our positions," Mr. Haniyeh said in a statement. "We shall not give in, no matter the sacrifices."



Israeli ground troops have largely pulled out of Gaza, but Israel continues to conduct airstrikes across the territory as well as wage battles in a corridor in central Gaza where the Israeli military has maintained a presence.



Mr. Haniyeh, who has long shuttled between Qatar and Turkey, said in the statement that 60 members of his extended family had been killed by Israel over time and that the strike on Wednesday had killed some grandchildren in addition to the three sons.



Hamas's critics, including some Palestinians, have accused the organization's leadership of living luxurious lifestyles abroad as the people in Gaza suffer dire humanitarian conditions. Mr. Haniyeh on Wednesday cast his loss in the broader context of Palestinian suffering.



"All the members of our people and the families of the residents of Gaza have paid a great price of the blood of their children," he said. "I am one of them."



Mr. Haniyeh did not specify his sons' roles in Hamas but called them martyrs, saying in an statement on the group's official Telegram account that they had remained in the Gaza Strip while he led Hamas's political bureau from exile.



In confirming the strike on Mr. Haniyeh's three adult sons -- who it named as Amir, Mohammad and Hazem Haniyeh -- the Israeli military said all three were Hamas military operatives. The strike was conducted on Eid al-Fitr, the holiday that marks the end of the holy month of Ramadan.



The killing of Mr. Haniyeh's family members came as Israel continued to threaten to carry out an offensive in the southern city of Rafah and as both sides were considering new cease-fire proposals.



As part of those cease-fire talks, Hamas informed Israel on Wednesday that it could not locate 40 Israeli hostages in Gaza, who the Israelis had hoped would be released as part of a proposed first step in a deal, a senior Israeli and a senior Hamas official said.



A framework currently under negotiation by international mediators includes the initial swap of 40 living hostages, including female soldiers, invalids and older hostages, in exchange for hundreds of Palestinians detained in Israeli prisons.



There are about 100 living hostages remaining in Gaza, according to Israeli officials. It was not immediately clear if Israel would now demand that young men and soldiers be included among the first 40 released captives. Those hostages had been expected to have to wait for a later phase of the deal.



Amid the talks for a cease-fire to the conflict in Gaza, Iran and Israel have traded fresh threats in recent days, increasing fears of a wider regional war.




Mr. Haniyeh during a visit to Tehran last month.




Iran has vowed to retaliate for Israel's 
April 1 strike
 on an Iranian Embassy building in Damascus, Syria, that killed several senior Iranian military commanders.



The Israeli strike in Damascus was among the most significant attacks in a 
yearslong shadow war
 between Israel and Iran that has included the assassinations of Iranian military leaders and nuclear scientists. Israel blames Iran for supporting and 
arming proxy militias
 hostile to Israel across the region, such as Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.



Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, reiterated threats of retribution against Israel 
in a speech
 he made on Wednesday for Eid al-Fitr. Attacking an embassy building, he said, "means that they have attacked our soil."



"The evil regime made a mistake and it should be punished and will be punished," he added, according to IRNA, the state news agency.



The response from Israel's foreign minister, Israel Katz, was swift: "If Iran attacks from its territory, Israel will react and attack in Iran," he 
wrote in Persian on X
, tagging Mr. Khamenei in his post.



Israel has not publicly taken responsibility for the strike in Damascus, but several Israeli officials 
have confirmed
 the country's involvement.




The aftermath of Israel's April 1 strike on an Iranian Embassy building in Damascus that killed several senior Iranian military commanders.




Analysts have cautioned that while both sides probably want to avoid open war, any miscalculation could spill over and lead to a broader regional escalation.



U.S. officials have said they 
were bracing
 for a possible Iranian response.



President Biden has been increasingly critical of Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. On Wednesday he told reporters that he had been "blunt and straightforward" with Mr. Netanyahu when 
they spoke last week
 after the killing of seven aid workers by Israeli forces, making clear that Israel had to change its conduct of the six-month war or face consequences.



Mr. Biden on Wednesday reiterated his call on Israel to "do more" in facilitating humanitarian aid into Gaza. "We'll see what he does in terms of meeting the commitments he made to me," Mr. Biden said of Mr. Netanyahu.



Tensions between the Biden administration and Israel's government have risen as the death toll in Gaza has climbed beyond 33,000. In an interview that aired Tuesday night, Mr. Biden called Mr. Netanyahu's approach to the war a "mistake."



In the 
interview
, which was recorded last Wednesday and aired on Univision, Mr. Biden again referred to the strike on the aid workers as "outrageous," and he said he did not approve of Mr. Netanyahu's approach to the war.



"I think what he's doing is a mistake. I don't agree with his approach," Mr. Biden said, echoing remarks he made 
last month
. "What I'm calling for is for the Israelis to just call for a cease-fire."



Israel has acknowledged that the 
killing of the seven aid workers
 from the World Central Kitchen was a result of a series of mistakes within the military. The Univision interview was recorded two days after that strike and the day before Mr. Biden and Mr. Netanyahu had a tense 30-minute phone call.



On that call, Mr. Biden threatened to condition future support for Israel on how it addressed his concerns about civilian casualties and the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. That prompted Israel to commit to allowing more food and other supplies into the besieged territory, including reopening the Erez crossing between Israel and northern Gaza for aid delivery.



The United Nations says that a human-made famine is looming in Gaza, and many experts say that conditions in northern Gaza, which has mostly been cut off from aid deliveries since early in the war, already meet the criteria for a famine. In that part of the territory, a few hundred thousand people are surviving on an average of 245 calories a day, according to Oxfam, an aid group.



The focus of the Israeli military appears to be in the south, where Israeli leaders say they are gearing up for an incursion into Rafah, which shares a border with Egypt and is swollen with more than a million displaced Palestinians. Rafah is also home to what the Israeli military says are Hamas battalions that it has vowed to destroy.



Adam Rasgon
 and 
Peter Baker
 contributed reporting.
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After her second child was born, Chelsea Becker took an unpaid, yearlong leave from her full-time job as a flight attendant. After watching a video on TikTok, she found a side hustle: training artificial intelligence models for a website called Data Annotation Tech.



For a few hours every day, Ms. Becker, 33, who lives in Schwenksville, Pa., would sit at her laptop and interact with an A.I.-powered chatbot. For every hour of work, she was paid $20 to $40. From December to March, she made over $10,000.



The boom in A.I. technology has put a more sophisticated spin on a kind of gig work that doesn't require leaving the house. The growth of large language models like the technology powering OpenAI's ChatGPT has fueled the need for trainers like Ms. Becker, fluent English speakers who can produce quality writing.




Ms. Becker playing with her son and daughter at their home in Schwenksville, Pa.




It is not a secret that A.I. models learn from humans. For years, makers of A.I. systems like Google and OpenAI have 
relied
 on low-paid workers, typically contractors employed through other companies, to help computers visually identify subjects. (The New York Times has sued OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft, on claims of copyright infringement.) They might label vehicles and pedestrians for self-driving cars or identify images on photos used to train A.I. systems.



But as A.I. technology has become more sophisticated, so has the job of people who must painstakingly teach it. Yesterday's photo tagger is today's essay writer.



There are usually two types of work for these trainers: supervised learning, where the A.I. learns from human-generated writing, and 
reinforcement learning from human feedback
, where the chatbot learns from how humans rate their responses.



Companies that specialize in data curation, including the San Francisco-based start-ups Scale AI and Surge AI, hire contractors and sell their training data to bigger developers. Developers of A.I. models, such as the Toronto-based start-up Cohere, also 
recruit
 in-house data annotators.



It is difficult to estimate the total number of these gig workers, researchers said. But Scale AI, which hires contractors through its subsidiaries, Remotasks and Outlier, said it was common to see tens of thousands of people working on the platform at a given time.



But as with other types of gig work, the ease of flexible hours comes with its own challenges. Some workers said they never interacted with administrators behind the recruitment sites, and others had been cut off from the work with no explanation. Researchers have also raised concerns over a lack of standards, since workers typically don't receive training on what are considered to be appropriate chatbot answers.



To become one of these contractors, workers have to pass an assessment, which includes questions like whether a social media post should be considered hateful, and why. Another one requires a more creative approach, asking contracting prospects to write a fictional short story about a green dancing octopus, set in Sam Bankman-Fried's FTX offices on Nov. 8, 2022. (That was the day 
Binance, an FTX competitor
, said it would buy Mr. Bankman-Fried's company before later quickly backing out of the deal.)



Sometimes, companies look for subject matter experts. Scale AI has 
posted
 jobs for contract writers who hold master's or doctoral degrees in Hindi and Japanese. Outlier has job listings that mention requirements like academic degrees in math, chemistry and physics.



"What really makes the A.I. useful to its users is the human layer of data, and that really needs to be done by smart humans and skilled humans and humans with a particular degree of expertise and a creative bent," said Willow Primack, vice president of data operations at Scale AI. "We have been focusing on contractors, particularly within North America, as a result."



Alynzia Fenske, a self-published fiction writer, had never interacted with an A.I. chatbot before hearing a lot from fellow writers who considered A.I. a threat. So when she came across a video on TikTok about Data Annotation Tech, part of her motivation was just to learn as much about A.I. as she could and see for herself whether the fears surrounding A.I. were warranted.



"It's giving me a whole different view of it now that I've been working with it," said Ms. Fenske, 28, who lives in Oakley, Wis. "It is comforting knowing that there are human beings behind it." Since February, she has been aiming for 15 hours of data annotation work every week so she can support herself while pursuing a writing career.



Ese Agboh, 28, a master's student studying computer science at the University of Arkansas, was given the task of coding projects, which paid $40 to $45 an hour. She would ask the chatbot to design a motion sensor program that helps gymgoers count their repetitions, and then evaluate the computer codes written by the A.I. In another case, she would load a data set about grocery items to the program and ask the chatbot to design a monthly budget. Sometimes she would even evaluate other annotators' codes, which experts said are used to ensure data quality.



She made $2,500. But her account was permanently suspended by the platform for violating its code of conduct. She did not receive an explanation, but she suspected that it was because she worked while in Nigeria, since the site wanted workers based in only certain countries.




Ese Agboh, a University of Arkansas computer science master's student, helped a chatbot with coding projects.




That is the fundamental challenge of online gig work: It can disappear at any time. With no one available for help, frustrated contractors turned to social media, sharing their experiences on Reddit and TikTok. Jackie Mitchell, 26, gained a large following on TikTok because of her content on side hustles, including data annotation work.



"I get the appeal," she said, referring to side hustles as an "unfortunate necessity" in this economy and "a hallmark of my generation and the generation above me."



Public records show that Surge AI owns Data Annotation Tech. Neither the company nor its chief executive, Edwin Chen, responded to requests for comments.



It is common for companies to hire contractors through subsidiaries. They do so to protect the identity of their customers, and it helps them avoid bad press associated with working conditions for its low-paid contract workers, said James Muldoon, a University of Essex management professor whose research focuses on A.I. data work.



A majority of today's data workers depend on wages from their gig work. Milagros Miceli, a sociologist and computer scientist researching labor conditions in data work, said that while "a lot of people are doing this for fun, because of the gamification that comes with it," a bulk of the work is still "done by workers who actually really need the money and do this as a main income."



Researchers are also concerned about the lack of safety standards in data labeling. Workers are sometimes asked to address sensitive issues like whether certain events or acts should be considered genocide or what gender should appear in an A.I.-generated image of a soccer team, but they are not trained on how to make that evaluation.



"It's fundamentally not a good idea to outsource or crowdsource concerns about safety and ethics," Professor Muldoon said. "You need to be guided by principles and values, and what your company actually decides as the right thing to do on a particular issue."
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The History Behind Arizona's 160-Year-Old Abortion Ban



The state's Supreme Court ruled that the 1864 law is enforceable today. Here is what led to its enactment.




Demonstrators at a small rally led by Women's March Tucson on Tuesday in Tucson, Ariz., after the Arizona Supreme Court revived a law dating to 1864 that bans abortion in virtually all instances.




By Pam Belluck


Apr 10, 2024


The 
160-year-old Arizona abortion ban
 that was upheld on Tuesday by the state's highest court was among a wave of anti-abortion laws propelled by some historical twists and turns that might seem surprising.



For decades after the United States became a nation, abortion was legal until fetal movement could be felt, usually well into the second trimester. Movement, known as quickening, was the threshold because, in a time before pregnancy tests or ultrasounds, it was the clearest sign that a woman was pregnant.



Before that point, "women could try to obtain an abortion without having to fear that it was illegal," said Johanna Schoen, a professor of history at Rutgers University. After quickening, abortion providers could be charged with a misdemeanor.



"I don't think it was particularly stigmatized," Dr. Schoen said. "I think what was stigmatized was maybe this idea that you were having sex outside of marriage, but of course, married women also ended their pregnancies."



Women would terminate pregnancies in several different ways, such as ingesting herbs or medicinal potions that were thought to induce a miscarriage, Dr. Schoen said. The herbs commonly used included pennyroyal and tansy. Another method involved inserting an object in the cervix to try to interrupt a pregnancy or terminate it by causing an infection, Dr. Schoen said.



Since tools to determine early pregnancy did not yet exist, many women could honestly say that they were not sure if they were pregnant and were simply taking herbs to restore their menstrual period.



Abortion providers described their services in discreet but widely understood terms.



"It was open, but sort of in code words," said Mary Fissell, a professor of the history of medicine at Johns Hopkins University. Abortion medications or herbs were called "female lunar pills" or "French renovating pills," she said.



Newspaper advertisements made clear these abortion services were available.



"Abortion is commercializing in the mid-19th century, up to the Civil War," Dr. Fissell said. "You couldn't pretend that abortion wasn't happening."



In the 1820s, some states began to pass laws restricting abortion and establishing some penalties for providers, according to historians.



By the 1840s, there were some high-profile trials in cases where women who had or sought abortions became very ill or died. Some cases involved a British-born midwife, Ann Trow Summers Lohman, known as 
Madame Restell, who provided herbal pills and other abortion services in New York
, which passed a law under which providers could be charged with manslaughter for abortions after quickening and providers and patients could be charged with misdemeanors for abortions before quickening.




A drawing of Ann Trow Summers Lohman, a British-born midwife who was known as Madame Restell.




But strikingly, a major catalyst of abortion bans being enacted across the country was the emergence of organized and professionalized medicine, historians say.



After the American Medical Association, which would eventually become the largest doctors' organization in the country, formed in 1847, its members -- all male and white at that time -- sought to curtail medical activities by midwives and other nondoctors, most of whom were women. Pregnancy termination methods were often provided by people in those vocations, and historians say that was one reason for the association's desire to ban abortion.



A campaign that became known as the Physicians' Crusade Against Abortion began in 1857 to urge states to pass anti-abortion laws. Its leader, Dr. 
Horatio Robinson Storer
, wrote a paper against abortion that was officially adopted by the A.M.A. and later published as a book titled "
On Criminal Abortion in America.
"



Later, the association published "
Why Not? A Book for Every Woman
," also written by Dr. Storer, which said that abortion was immoral and criminal and argued that married women had a moral and societal obligation to have children.



Dr. Storer promoted an argument that life began at conception.



"He creates a kind of moral high ground bandwagon, and he does that for a bunch of reasons that make it appealing," Dr. Fissell said. In one sense, the argument coincided with the emerging medical understanding of embryology that characterized pregnancy as a continuum of development and did not consider quickening to be its defining stage.



There were also social and cultural forces and prejudices at play. Women were beginning to press for more independence, and the male-dominated medical establishment believed "women need to be home having babies," Dr. Fissell said.



Racism and anti-immigrant attitudes in the second half of the 19th century began fueling support of eugenics. Several historians have said that these undercurrents were partially behind the anti-abortion campaign that Dr. Storer led.



"People like Storer were very worried that the wrong Americans were reproducing, and that the nice white Anglo-Saxon ones were having abortions and not having enough children," Dr. Fissell said.



A moralistic streak was also gaining prominence, including with the passage of the Comstock Act in 1873, which outlawed the mailing of pornographic materials and anything related to contraception or abortion.



By 1880, about 40 states had banned abortion. Arizona enacted its ban in 1864 as part of a legal code it adopted soon after it became a territory.



The law, ARS 13-3603, states: "A person who provides, supplies or administers to a pregnant woman, or procures such woman to take any medicine, drugs or substance, or uses or employs any instrument or other means whatever, with intent thereby to procure the miscarriage of such woman, unless it is necessary to save her life, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than two years nor more than five years."



"It was an early one," Dr. Schoen said, "but it is part of that whole wave of legislation that gets passed between the 1860s and the 1880s."
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South Korean Parliamentary Election Projected to Hand Defeat to Leader



The vote on Wednesday was a big test for President Yoon Suk Yeol, who has forged closer ties with the United States and Japan but whose domestic agenda has stalled.




Casting a ballot in Seoul on Wednesday. The parliamentary election is seen as a referendum on President Yoon Suk Yeol.




By Choe Sang-Hun


Apr 10, 2024


In the two years since he was elected, President Yoon Suk Yeol has made his mark in foreign policy, forging deeper ties with the United States and Japan. But his business-friendly domestic agenda has been stalled by his own missteps and an opposition-controlled Parliament.



Now, Mr. Yoon is facing the threat of being a lame duck for the remainder of his single, five-year term.



In a parliamentary election held on Wednesday, voters were projected to have handed Mr. Yoon and his party a crushing defeat, giving the opposition one of its biggest electoral victories in recent decades. Polls closed at 6 p.m. and official results were expected on Thursday morning.



Dozens of parties were vying for the 300 seats in the National Assembly, South Korea's single-chamber legislature. However, the contest was largely between Mr. Yoon's conservative People Power Party and the main opposition camp, the liberal Democratic Party.



This was the first general election since Mr. Yoon won the presidency in 2022, beating Lee Jae-myung of the Democratic Party by a razor-thin margin. While the results will decide the makeup of the Assembly for the next four years, they also serve as a verdict on 
the two rival leaders
.




The opposition leader Lee Jae-myung, top left, with a Democratic Party candidate for Parliament, Park Seong-joon, at a rally in Seoul on Saturday.




Exit polls conducted Wednesday by South Korea's three major TV stations predicted that Mr. Yoon's People Power Party and an affiliate would win no more than 105 of the 300 seats in the Assembly. Mr. Lee's Democratic Party and a partner were projected to garner as many 197. A separate exit poll by the cable channel JTBC predicted a similar outcome.



For the past two weeks, candidates have greeted voters at subway stations, woven through their districts on trucks mounted with loudspeakers, and 
even knelt and bowed
 before voters, as is customary in the country. All that canvassing stopped as voters began filing into balloting stations across the country at 6 a.m. on Wednesday, which was declared a national holiday for the election.



The outcome of the contest is unlikely to have any immediate impact on Mr. Yoon's efforts to expand security cooperation with Washington and Tokyo to deter North Korea, as foreign policy is concentrated in the hands of the president.



But Mr. Yoon's long-stalled domestic agenda -- corporate tax cuts and other business-friendly measures as well as 
his efforts
 to drastically increase the number of doctors -- looks increasingly imperiled.



In contrast, Mr. Lee is likely to get a big push from the election if the exit poll projections are accurate. He hopes to run for president again in 2027.



The rivalry between the two leaders has become symptomatic of the 
deep political polarization
 in South Korea.




People waiting to vote at a polling station in the city of Ulsan.




Mr. Lee's party billed the election as an opportunity for South Koreans to punish Mr. Yoon over everything from rising consumer prices to allegations of corruption and abuse of power involving his family and the government.



"We must serve a warning that if the worker is not faithful enough, he can be driven out of his job,"  Mr. Lee said this week ,  a comment that South Korean news media said hinted at the possibility of impeaching Mr. Yoon if the opposition wins enough seats.



Under Mr. Yoon, Mr. Lee and his wife have been scrutinized by prosecutors and now face various criminal charges. The opposition for its part has passed bills that mandate investigations into allegations of corruption involving Mr. Yoon's family and former prosecutors and judges. The president has vetoed those bills.



Each side, analysts said, focused on demonizing the other instead of offering policy proposals. Mr. Yoon's party called Mr. Lee and his party "criminals." The opposition warned that South Korea under Mr. Yoon was turning into a "dictatorship," 
accusing
 him of using prosecutors and state regulators to suppress unfriendly journalists and politicians; at times, Mr. Yoon's bodyguards have even 
gagged and carried away
 citizens who shouted criticism at him.



"I have never seen an election like this: No campaign promise or policy has become an election issue, except for the forces from the opposite poles clashing to win at all costs," said Heo Jinjae, an analyst at Gallup Korea.



For one voter, in Seoul, the capital, the choice was between bad and worse.



"Instead of it being a battle of good policy, the election is about picking the least worst candidate," said the voter, Hong Yoongi, 28, who lives in the city of Seongnam, just outside Seoul. "It's a shame."




Mr. Yoon committed a gaffe while talking about the prices of green onions at a market in Seoul in March.




Kim Eun-joo, a resident in her early 40s, voiced a similar notion but said she cast her vote as a warning against Mr. Yoon's government.



"I don't trust any party," she said. "But I know that the economy has worsened and politics have become more disruptive under President Yoon."



Nearly a third of the country's 44 million eligible voters had already cast their ballots in early voting on Friday and Saturday. Experts said that the election would be decided largely by two overlapping blocs of swing voters. The first was people in their 20s and 30s. The second was the roughly 20 percent of eligible voters who hold the middle ground between progressives  and conservatives. Many voters in their 40s and 50s are progressives, while people in their 60s and older tend to vote conservative.



The two main rival parties competed for swing voters by playing up their enemies' gaffes and past remarks.



Mr. Yoon committed 
one such gaffe
 when he visited a grocery store last month and made a comment that left South Koreans wondering whether he knew how much green onions, a staple, cost amid inflation. Since then, opposition candidates have brandished green onions at campaign rallies as a symbol of Mr. Yoon's supposed disconnect from everyday life.



Pre-election surveys showed that a majority of voters in their 20s and 30s and those who called themselves moderates disapproved of Mr. Yoon's performance.



"If anything, this election serves as a report card on Yoon Suk Yeol's two years in office," said Jaung Hoon, a political science professor at Chung-Ang University in Seoul.



Jin Yu Young
 contributed reporting.
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To Counter China's Rising Power, Biden Looks to Strengthen Ties With Japan



President Biden is hosting Japan's prime minister, Fumio Kishida, for a state visit as part of a broad diplomatic outreach.




President Biden and the first lady, Jill Biden, welcome Prime Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan and his wife, Yuko Kishida on Tuesday.




By Michael D. Shear


Apr 10, 2024


The United States and Japan, faced with the challenges posed by an increasingly hostile China, are expected to further integrate their militaries and announce new agreements on technology and defense on Wednesday as President Biden hosts Prime Minister Fumio Kishida for a state visit to Washington.



The talks are part of the Biden administration's diplomatic outreach to counter China, which includes recent war games with Seoul. On Thursday, Mr. Biden and Mr. Kishida will meet with 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
 of the Philippines, another Pacific islands nation that finds itself the target of a mounting Chinese military presence in the South China Sea.



The Biden administration is signaling the importance of its relationship with Tokyo by holding an official state dinner on Wednesday evening in honor of Mr. Kishida, something reserved for America's closest allies.



During a day of meetings, the two leaders will announce new plans designed to confront the far-reaching ambitions of China, which Mr. Biden has described as the only global rival to the United States with the "intent to reshape the international order and, increasingly, the economic, diplomatic, military and technological power to advance that objective."



That concern comes amid hand-wringing in Washington and Tokyo over the possibility of a return to power by former President Donald J. Trump, whose unpredictable foreign policy has kept many world leaders on edge. One goal for Mr. Biden, officials said, is to create as much 
permanence in the Japanese relationship
 as possible before the election in November.



One administration official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the upcoming meeting, said there was "anxiety in capitals" around the world, including in Tokyo, about whether Mr. Trump would continue the international engagement that Mr. Biden and prior presidents have embraced. Another official said there was a real risk that Mr. Trump, if elected, could move to undo what the leaders of the two countries announce on Wednesday.



Mr. Biden and Mr. Kishida are expected to outline greater coordination and integration between the military forces of both countries, including the formation of a joint defense council that could support more defense-related exports of equipment produced in Japan. And officials said they would announce new cooperation on ventures in space and collaboration between research institutions working on A.I., semiconductors and clean energy.



"The American alliance system has helped bring peace and stability to the Indo Pacific for decades, and now we need to update and upgrade that alliance network for the modern age," said Jake Sullivan, the White House national security adviser. "It goes way beyond security. It's economics. It's technology. It's infrastructure development. And it's diplomacy. And that's all going to be on display in the meeting with the prime minister."



Rahm Emanuel, the United States ambassador to Japan, called the meeting a chance for the two nations to go beyond America's work to protect Japan and "write the first chapter of the next era" of cooperation as they work together to project power throughout the region.



That would be a more far-reaching relationship than the United States has historically had with Japan, which for decades restricted its spending on defense and its engagement around the world.



That began to change during the past several years, under Mr. Kishida, who pushed to expand defense spending and participate in global efforts like the sanctions on Russia for its invasion of Ukraine. Administration officials said Japan's new willingness to become a full partner with the United States on the global stage has taken the alliance between the two countries to a new level.



The meeting on Thursday between Mr. Biden, Mr. Kishida and 
Mr. Marcos
 of the Philippines represents a more aggressive effort by the United States and its allies to isolate China -- rather than allowing the Chinese leadership to intimidate and isolate its neighbors in the South China Sea and elsewhere.



The Thursday meeting will be the first time that the leaders of the three nations have met together, officials said.



"We're continuing to deepen our cooperation with our closest partners to ensure what we've talked about many times from this podium and elsewhere: a free, open and prosperous Indo Pacific," Mr. Sullivan told reporters during a briefing at the White House on Tuesday.



Mr. Sullivan declined to say whether Mr. Biden would raise with Mr. Kishida the issue of plans by Nippon Steel, a Japanese corporation, to 
acquire U.S. Steel
, the struggling manufacturer based in Pittsburgh. Mr. Biden has publicly said that he will have "the backs" of union steel workers, indicating his opposition to the deal.



"You guys all know, Joe Biden," he said. "You've seen Joe Biden. He's been very clear that he's going to stand up for American workers. He's going to defend your interests. He's also been very clear that he is going to make sure that the U.S.-Japan alliance is the strongest it's ever been."



But administration officials said later on Tuesday that they did not think the subject would come up between the two leaders on Wednesday because both men already know the position of the other.



Mr. Biden greeted Mr. Kishida on Tuesday evening for a brief arrival at the White House. Later, the two leaders and their wives went to BlackSalt, an upscale seafood restaurant in Washington, for a more casual dinner ahead of the formal events on Wednesday.



The day will begin with a welcoming ceremony on the South Lawn. It will end with a glitzy state dinner at the White House, where Mr. Biden will extend Mr. Kishida the hospitality of a meal that includes house-cured salmon and dry-aged rib-eye steak with blistered shishito pepper butter.



White House officials said the couples had exchanged a series of gifts on Tuesday evening, a diplomatic tradition for such events. The official gift from Mr. Biden and Jill Biden, the first lady, was a three-legged table that was handmade by a Japanese American-owned company in Pennsylvania.



Other gifts included a lithograph and a two-volume LP set autographed by Billy Joel and a vintage vinyl record collection. Dr. Biden gave Ms. Kishida a framed painting of the Yoshino cherry tree that the two planted on the South Lawn last spring, and a soccer ball signed by the U.S. women's national soccer team and the Japanese women's team.
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Roger, a Failed Drug Dog, Becomes a Hero of Taiwan's Quake Response



The 8-year-old rescue dog, who was once deemed too friendly to sniff out drugs, found the body of the earthquake's 13th victim.



By Yan Zhuang


Apr 10, 2024


The dog picked through boulders and rubble in the Taiwanese national park, looking for victims trapped or buried by the rockslides that had followed a 7.4-magnitude 
earthquake
.



Roger, a Labrador retriever, stopped, sniffed and moved on. But then he circled back and sniffed again, seemingly confused.



Roger was trained to look for survivors, but his handler, Lee Hsin Hung, suspected that this time he had found something else. He scrambled to where Roger was standing.



"As I got closer, I saw the leg of the deceased," Mr. Lee said in an interview.



Roger's discovery led rescuers to recover the body of a 21-year-old woman from the rubble on Saturday, taking the death toll of Taiwan's strongest earthquake in 25 years to 13. More than 1,000 more were injured in the disaster (but strict 
building
 codes and public preparedness may have helped prevent an even greater catastrophe).



In the days since, Roger, one of four search and rescue dogs deployed by the Kaohsiung Fire Department at 
Hualien's Taroko National Park
, has emerged as an unexpected star of the recovery operation. His playful antics, along with his background as a failed drug-sniffing dog, have captured hearts and offered moments of levity for a country still reeling from the disaster.



At one news conference, he attempted to gnaw on a reporter's microphone. During another, as Mr. Lee commended his bravery, he tore apart a soft toy, scattering stuffing across the floor.



Roger was trained to sniff for drugs for customs, but he failed out of the program for being "too friendly and boisterous," Mr. Lee said. When Roger was a year old, Mr. Lee chose him from among numerous rejected puppies to be part of the Kaohsiung emergency response team. His demeanor, which had ended his drug-sniffing career, made Mr. Lee think Roger could be an excellent search and rescue dog.



"He was very agile, his movements were very bold, and he didn't let anything fence him in," Mr. Lee said. "He thought he could overcome any difficulties," he added, and was not daunted by heights or unfamiliar locations.



Since his rise to stardom, Roger has been dubbed a "
little hero
" by the Taiwanese media and has 
appeared on talk shows
 to show off his skills.



Roger's fame will most likely be short-lived. He will retire in the second half of this year when he turns 9, Mr. Lee said, in accordance with Kaohsiung Fire Department's policies.



"He's already old, after all," Mr. Lee 
told
 local reporters, "coming back from the search and rescue mission, when he jumped into the car, he was a little unsteady and I had to support him."
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Trump's Ex-Finance Chief Is Sentenced to 5 Months in Rikers for Perjury



Allen H. Weisselberg admitted that he had lied about helping Donald J. Trump inflate his net worth to win favorable loan terms.




Allen H. Weisselberg has remained loyal to the Trump family despite being sent to Rikers twice.




By Kate Christobek, Jonah E. Bromwich and Ben Protess


Apr 10, 2024


Allen H. Weisselberg, Donald J. Trump's longtime financial lieutenant, was sentenced Wednesday to five months in a Rikers Island jail for perjury, capping a saga that has now landed him behind bars twice.



The sentence, handed down by a state judge in Manhattan, came five days before 
Mr. Trump is to go on trial in the same courthouse on accusations that he covered up a sex scandal
. Mr. Weisselberg was not charged in that case, but he would not be headed to jail if not for his former boss's own troubles: Prosecutors set their sights on Mr. Weisselberg after he refused to turn on Mr. Trump.



Last month, Mr. Weisselberg, 76, 
pleaded guilty to two counts of perjury
 committed while he was being questioned in 2020 by the New York attorney general's office, which was investigating Mr. Trump for fraud.



In a perfunctory appearance before the judge, Laurie Peterson, Mr. Weisselberg, wearing a dark jacket and a blue surgical mask, showed little emotion. When the judge asked if he wanted to say anything, he simply responded, "no, your honor."



The sentencing lasted about three minutes, a quicker and less dramatic proceeding than when he was last sentenced to jail in 2023.



"Allen Weisselberg accepted responsibility for his conduct and now looks forward to the end of this life-altering experience and to returning to his family and his retirement," his lawyer, Seth L. Rosenberg, said in a statement.



A spokeswoman for the Manhattan district attorney, Alvin L. Bragg, declined to comment. A spokeswoman for the New York attorney general, Letitia James, did not respond to a request for comment.



The most recent charges against Mr. Weisselberg stemmed from Ms. James's civil fraud investigation into Mr. Trump. The attorney general ultimately sued Mr. Trump and several associates, including Mr. Weisselberg, accusing them of inflating his financial statements in order to receive better loan terms.



After a monthslong trial, 
Justice Arthur F. Engoron levied a $454 million judgment
 against Mr. Trump.



For his role, Mr. Weisselberg, the Trump Organization's former chief financial officer, was penalized $1 million and prohibited from serving in a financial capacity for any New York company.



Mr. Trump's lawyers have denounced Mr. Weisselberg's prosecution, pointing to his age. They argue that he is an innocent victim of the wide-ranging scrutiny of Mr. Trump.



With good behavior, Mr. Weisselberg's sentence could be reduced to about 100 days. He will likely be jailed throughout Mr. Trump's criminal trial, which Mr. Bragg's prosecutors are also leading. 
Jury selection
 is to begin Monday.



Mr. Weisselberg first came under scrutiny years ago, as the Manhattan district attorney's office was intensifying its criminal investigation into Mr. Trump. His encyclopedic knowledge of the Trump Organization -- he worked for the family nearly a half century and helped run the company after Mr. Trump became president -- made him a potentially valuable asset for prosecutors.



But Mr. Weisselberg refused to cooperate, establishing a pattern of allegiance to Mr. Trump at the expense of his freedom.



In 2022, he pleaded guilty to tax fraud and agreed to testify against the Trump Organization at its trial on the same charges, but stopped short of implicating Mr. Trump himself. The company was convicted of 17 counts of financial crime and Mr. Weisselberg was sentenced to 
five months
 at Rikers Island, of which he served about 100 days.



Without his cooperation, prosecutors proceeded with an indictment of Mr. Trump. Last year, they charged him with 34 counts of falsifying business records to cover up a sexual encounter with a porn star that prosecutors say could have influenced the 2016 election.



Mr. Bragg's office believed that Mr. Weisselberg played a role in the hush-money payment, but prosecutors will make their case without his help.



Mr. Weisselberg's most recent plea stemmed from comments he made in 2020, when he spoke with lawyers at the New York attorney general's office about Mr. Trump's triplex apartment in Trump Tower.



In his plea, Mr. Weisselberg admitted lying about when he learned that the triplex, listed as 30,000 square feet on Mr. Trump's financial statements, was actually 10,996 square feet. He also admitted to lying about whether he had been present when Mr. Trump inflated the square footage.



Mr. Weisselberg also acknowledged lying during a second deposition with the attorney general and during trial testimony, when he played down his involvement in valuing the triplex.



During the trial, lawyers with the attorney general's office painted Mr. Weisselberg as a company man with incentive to lie.



They confronted Mr. Weisselberg, who had started working for the Trump family as a bookkeeper for Mr. Trump's father, with a severance agreement showing that the company owed him $2 million. The deal prevented him from cooperating with any law enforcement investigation unless legally required.



In his written decision, Justice Engoron said that the contract had rendered Mr. Weisselberg's testimony "highly unreliable."



Ms. James recently asked Justice Engoron to approve an independent investigation into issues arising from Mr. Weisselberg's false testimony and subsequent perjury plea. In a rare win for Mr. Trump's lawyers, court papers show, the judge denied the request.
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The Next Frontier in New York's War on Rats: Birth Control



A new City Council bill would deploy contraceptives in hopes of reducing the rat population and protecting wildlife, like Flaco the owl, from being poisoned.




While precise estimates are difficult, a pest control company said there were as many as three million rats in New York City.




By Emma G. Fitzsimmons


Apr 10, 2024


For nearly 60 years, New York City leaders have understood that they could not kill their way out of the rat problem.



Rats are prodigious breeders, with one pair having the 
potential to produce 15,000 descendants in a year
. City officials have tried repeatedly to give them contraceptives and diminish their ranks, but the rats have prevailed.



Now, citing advancements in rodent birth control and trash storage, the City Council wants to try again.



A new bill being introduced on Thursday would require the city's health department to deploy salty pellets that sterilize both male and female rats in two neighborhoods as part of a pilot program. The pellets would be used within 
so-called rat mitigation zones
 covering at least 10 city blocks.



The bill's sponsor, Shaun Abreu, a council member from northern Manhattan, predicted that this attempt would be more effective than past efforts, particularly when paired with the city's broader push to fight rats, which involves 
putting trash in containers
 and 
expanding composting
.



"We believe that we need to take a shock-and-awe approach to the rat problem by throwing everything we have at it," he said.




The new bill, sponsored by Councilman Shaun Abreu, would require the city's health department to deploy salty pellets that sterilize both male and female rats as part of a pilot program.




There is another potential benefit: Contraceptives are not likely to harm wildlife like Flaco, the beloved Eurasian eagle-owl whose 
death was blamed in part on rat poison
.



"Birds of prey shouldn't have to eat rats that have rodenticide," said Mr. Abreu.



The major question is whether the city can finally get rat birth control right.



In 1967, Gov. Nelson Rockefeller 
announced a plan to give rats contraceptives
 by dissolving a form of estrogen used in human birth control pills in a vegetable oil solution and dipping meat and grains in it. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority sought to tackle the problem a decade ago by 
setting out rat contraceptives in the subway
. Bryant Park 
tried the same thing unsuccessfully last year
.



Other 
tactics have been used
 against rats -- poison, traps, 
dry ice
, 
ghoulish drownings
, targeting so-called 
rat reservoirs
 and a 
rat academy
 to involve members of the public in eradication efforts -- in what has felt at times like a Wile E. Coyote vs. the Road Runner caper. Somehow the rats always win.



While precise estimates are difficult, a pest control company said there were 
as many as three million rats in the city
.



Joseph J. Lhota, who served as the city's "rat czar" under former Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani and has opined that eliminating rats is a Sisyphean feat, praised the new bill. He said that contraceptives must be part of the solution.



"Will we ever eradicate rats? I don't think so," he said. "But you should do everything you can to reduce the size of the population."




Joseph J. Lhota, who served as the city's "rat czar" under former Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani and has opined that eliminating rats is a Sisyphean feat, praised the new bill. 




Mayor Eric Adams has made fighting rats a signature initiative. He installed his own rat czar, 
Kathleen Corradi
, and started an ambitious plan to 
move trash from fetid garbage bags off the streets
 and into European-style containers.



Liz Garcia, a spokeswoman for the mayor, said in a statement on Wednesday that his office would review the legislation. The administration has "taken a whole-of-government approach" to fight rats, she said, adding, "we will continue to work with all of our partners in government on rat-reduction strategies."



Mr. Abreu has been working with Loretta Mayer, a scientist who created ContraPest, a rat contraceptive that transit officials said had showed promising results when used in the subway. The 
bait contains active compounds that target ovarian function in female rats
 and lead to infertility in male rats by disrupting sperm cell production.



Dr. Mayer, who now runs a 
nonprofit dedicated to humane animal population control
, said in an interview that the pellets were full of fat and salt and they were so delicious that rats preferred them to digging through the trash.



"It's better than pizza," she said.



Dr. Mayer said the greatest challenge would be scaling up to have enough pellets to distribute the contraceptives more broadly. She said the cost was low, at about $5 a pound. 



Other cities have tried rat contraceptives, including 
Boston
, 
Columbus, Ohio
, and 
Hartford, Conn
. Mr. Abreu said that past attempts in New York City had been unsuccessful because officials were not persistent enough. Or they used liquid bait instead of pellets, he said, and did not pair it with trash containerization, which gives rats fewer culinary alternatives.



Mr. Abreu has become an evangelist for the mayor's "trash revolution," and his district is where the 
city's trash containerization pilot is taking place
.




The contraceptives are not likely to harm wildlife like Flaco, the beloved Eurasian eagle-owl whose death was blamed in part on rat poison.




Some animal welfare groups support his bill, arguing that contraceptives are a more humane way of dealing with rats and will help other animals higher in the food chain.



Flaco the owl captured the city's imagination after he escaped from the Central Park Zoo, and his death in February 
after a year of freedom
 was met with an outpouring of grief.



He died after apparently striking an Upper West Side building, but 
a necropsy found that he had a life-threatening amount of rat poison
 and pigeon virus in his system.



"Honestly, it took the death of Flaco for people to really pay attention to this issue and the fact that his tragic death could have been avoided," said Kathy Nizzari, the chair of the Lights Out Coalition, a group dedicated to protecting wildlife. "Why is the government spending millions of dollars on poison when it doesn't even work?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/nyregion/nyc-rat-contraception-birth-control.html
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A Wild Ride From 'Dilettante' to Director



Theda Hammel wasn't always sure her varied resume would include "Stress Positions," her directorial debut.








By Louis Lucero II


Apr 11, 2024


Theda Hammel is under no delusion that Covid is box-office gold.



"I don't think it's going to draw people in, the idea of dwelling on that time," she said last week at the Soho Grand Hotel in Manhattan, sipping an herbal tea on a leather couch. "But I think it has value as a little bit of a time capsule."



Later this month, her debut film, "Stress Positions," an ensemble comedy that showed at Sundance, will ask audiences to return to the early days of the pandemic, a time that many people would rather forget.



And what about the no-straight-people-in-her-entire-movie thing? Was that some sort of canny strategy?



No, just a function of circumstance.



"I don't know any straight people," Ms. Hammel, 36, said. "I don't know any."



The film is largely set within the confines of a Brooklyn brownstone, where an anxious 30-something, played by the comedian John Early, tries to keep his potentially virus-carrying friends at bay as they clamor to meet his 19-year-old nephew, an injured Moroccan model he started caring for just as the world shut down.



Masks dangle from chins, but the word "Covid" is uttered only once. That's because Ms. Hammel is less interested in life during the pandemic than the way a certain set of bourgeois millennials responded to it. The preoccupation of her movie is privilege: the way it coddles, insulates, divides.



In 
Variety,
 the critic Murtada Elfadl said "Stress Positions" -- which is backed by Neon, the independent film and distribution company that had a hand in "Eileen" and "Anatomy of a Fall" -- may be "the first genuinely enjoyable film made about the pandemic." 
Out magazine
 called it "the first great comedy about the Covid era."




Ms. Hammel on the set of "Stress Positions." At times making the film, she said she thought: "Excuse me, I'm not supposed to be here! I'm supposed to be in my room doing nothing!"




It might have fallen flat were it not for Ms. Hammel's characteristic humor, honed over years on the cult-favorite podcast "Nymphowars" and in the alt-comedy micro-scenes that include her friends and collaborators Jacqueline Novak and Kate Berlant.



Ms. Novak and Ms. Berlant have credited her with helping get their 
wellness podcast "Poog"
 off the ground. Ms. Hammel would linger in a video chat as they were recording. "Her presence there did make the show so strong," Ms. Berlant said. "We wanted to impress and intrigue Theda."



Ms. Hammel has had past lives as a drag queen and musician, and it wasn't always clear that her varied resume would include film director.



"On set, you feel like everybody is looking at you, everybody wants something from you," she said. "And you go: 'Excuse me, I'm not supposed to be here! I'm supposed to be in my room doing nothing!'"



'Don't Be Boring. Don't Be Boring.'



Not long before her own pandemic experience, Ms. Hammel was at the home of a friend and mentor, the novelist Torrey Peters. In their talks, they discussed how dangerously easy it is to fritter away years of your life in Brooklyn.



"You write some funny tweets, and you go to some readings, and you get known a little bit -- but you're also kind of spinning your wheels," Ms. Peters said in an interview. Pretty soon, she continued, you find yourself in your 30s, wondering why all you've got to show for yourself is "a list of your best tweets."



Ms. Peters was a fan of Ms. Hammel's music and an admirer of the narrative gifts she had started putting into practice on "Nymphowars," which was getting off the ground around the same time Ms. Peters started writing the novel "
Detransition, Baby
."



So when Ms. Hammel broached the idea of making a movie, Ms. Peters quickly saw the wisdom in the idea. As a novelist, she was predisposed to support any suggestion of disappearing for a while to create something big and ambitious. But more important, she knows how important it is for a would-be artist to focus.



By the time she was in her 30s, Ms. Hammel had a good deal more to her name than a collection of fire tweets. But her mentor had a point: Her accomplishments up until that point had been decidedly scattershot.



When Ms. Hammel moved to New York City in 2010 as a recent Sarah Lawrence graduate, she struggled to connect with the city's gay scene, and party after party listed in Gayletter proved an outrageous disappointment.




The premiere of "Stress Positions," which showed during the Sundance Film Festival in January.




At one party, she met 
Geraldine Visco
, a longtime administrator at Columbia University and longer-time fixture of New York nightlife.



At the time, Ms. Hammel was telling people that she wanted to do music. That turned out to be all the invitation Ms. Visco needed. Within a week, the administrator was in Ms. Hammel's apartment and talking into a mic for a solid hour, which Ms. Hammel made into a kind of novelty song.



"Then I was part of the Gerry Visco world," Ms. Hammel said.



In practical terms, that meant mostly two things: a do-nothing, eye-roll of a job in Columbia's classics department by day, followed by evenings spent in the company of Ms. Visco's coterie of "vagabond gays of various ages and appearances," a group that included the writer and performer 
Joseph Keckler
 as well as the model and actress 
Hari Nef
.



But it wasn't until she adopted the drag persona Hamm Samwich, and began performing high-concept (if deeply juvenile) drag numbers in dingy Brooklyn venues that Ms. Hammel learned how to command an audience.



Having her act "weirdly succeed" was "the only experience I'd ever had of gay people listening to my language, basically -- to my ideas," she said in an episode of "Nymphowars." The experience also made her feelings about her gender "totally undeniable."



"I just had a very dark night where I was like, I can't do this anymore," she said.



It wasn't long before Ms. Hammel began her transition, inspired in part by other friends in nightlife who were, as she put it, taking the plunge.



Her drive to entertain didn't fade. In 2018, she started "
Nymphowars
" with Macy Rodman. Its name and its discursive rambling evoke "Infowars" and "The Joe Rogan Experience" while not being anything like either.




In her work, Ms. Hammel often prioritizes humor above all. "I will do anything for the show to be funny," she said of her podcast. "I'm not saying that's good or bad or noble or magic, or that's the source of true power. That is literally just my only priority when doing that show."




Originally a forum for unhinged radio plays, gonzo field recordings and rants about "A Star Is Born" when it debuted that year, the podcast has since settled into an extended bit based on the premise that it is an ad-supported terrestrial radio show -- call sign KNFW -- that broadcasts from the WHYY studio in Philadelphia. A fictionalized Terry Gross is a recurring presence on the show.



To the unamused, the show may be bewildering and crass; to fans, it is very possibly the funniest thing ever recorded.



"I will do anything for the show to be funny," Ms. Hammel said. "I'm not saying that's good or bad or noble or magic, or that's the source of true power," she added. "That is literally just my only priority when doing that show: Don't be boring. Don't be boring. Just don't be boring -- at all costs."



Confronting Privilege



Ms. Hammel, who has jokingly described herself as a dilettante at times, is aware of how relatively easy it has been for her to slip into different creative niches.



She grew up in Portland, Ore., the oldest of three children of a cardiologist and a onetime
 
Pilates instructor. She and her siblings attended private school alongside the children of the ultrawealthy. Ms. Hammel recalls her confusion in elementary school, when she couldn't understand why her family didn't have a helicopter like one of her classmates.



She credits her own privilege, too, when it comes to one of her most formative experiences: discovering a cancerous lump when she was 22 while doing vocal warm-ups at college. Her cancer had a promising treatment protocol, and her physician father was able to call in a second opinion that spared her the harshness of radiation therapy.




Ms. Hammel as Karla in a scene from "Stress Positions."




Ms. Hammel said she sometimes wonders if she would be a "stronger, better person" without her secure upbringing. "I feel, as it is, like a sort of weak, pampered person," she said, "and I don't know how to avoid giving an account of that."



Ms. Peters has observed firsthand Ms. Hammel's impulse to disclose her advantages. "Detransition, Baby" features a character based on Ms. Hammel, a since-transitioned drag performer named Thalia who delights in regaling audiences with stories of her parents, "good, long-suffering people" who support her at 29 "because she is a spoiled brat who has never had a job."



In real life, however, Ms. Peters said she didn't believe that Ms. Hammel's background occluded her ability to see the world clearly.



"I certainly think that when people have privilege, they have opportunities to make stuff," Ms. Peters said. "But I also think that privilege doesn't explain the things that they make. Like, you know, Tolstoy had an estate with serfs, right? And there were many other landowners who did not write 'Anna Karenina.'"



Skewering Bourgeois Millennials



In "Stress Positions," the characters' privileges manifest as comedic obliviousness. In a flashback scene, a white tourist in search of "an authentic experience" loses it after being shown to a museum, mercilessly badgering a local to take her somewhere "without any tourists." And in their dealings with Bahlul, the young Moroccan model played by Qaher Harhash, none of the Brooklynites seem to know where -- or even what -- Morocco is.



In addition to writing and directing the film, Ms. Hammel plays Karla, a trans woman who is just as likely to pilfer a bottle of vodka as she is to roll out a yoga mat. After Bahlul gives her an exasperated primer on the Middle East and North Africa, he is treated to a lecture by Karla on what Ms. Hammel later described as "the hell of being a gay guy in a world of gay guys."




Ms. Hammel has started writing again, but she hopes her next project will be smaller in scale than "Stress Positions."




In a one-minute monologue, Karla laces into the emptiness of certain transactional gay relationships, her perspective that of a weary veteran of one too many conditional trysts.



"Gay guys know exactly what she means when she makes that speech -- maybe more than anybody else," Ms. Hammel said. She suspects that the viewers most likely to identify with the monologue would be "the trans people who have left that world and the gay guys who are still in it."



Ms. Hammel pointed out that Karla's speech about her flight from the world of gays is somewhat ironic: Would someone who had truly said goodbye to all that be bounding back into Terry's business so eagerly at every turn? She was also careful to note that the movie "is not a direct porting of my points of view into any of the characters."



Ms. Hammel said she has started writing again, but she hopes her next project will be smaller in scale than "Stress Positions."



She has no particular mental image of the audience for her debut film -- "it's very hard to imagine the general public anymore," she said -- but she has a feeling it won't be only the same gay people who listen to the podcast or crowd into her live shows.



Gay guys are wonderful, she said with a smile. "But it's much easier to be among them when you don't have to be one."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/11/style/theda-hammel-stress-positions-john-early.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Venice Biennale 2024



Can Adriano Pedrosa Save the Venice Biennale? No Pressure.



Balancing diplomacy and geopolitics is hardly new for the first Biennale curator from Latin America. He isn't scared to make a strong statement on contemporary art.








By Zachary Small


Apr 10, 2024


Only workaholics and delusional optimists should organize a Venice Biennale, as the Brazilian curator 
Adriano Pedrosa
 discovered during the countless flights and midnight meetings that have crammed his calendar for the past two years.



"This would probably have taken five years and a team of intense researchers," Pedrosa said in a video interview, if he hadn't spent more than a decade mulling the possibilities, most recently as the influential artistic director of the Sao Paulo Museum of Art.



On April 16, when the press previews begin for the 60th international exposition, others will judge whether the 58-year-old curator has captured the zeitgeist of contemporary art with his two-pronged show, "Foreigners Everywhere," in the sprawling spaces of the Giardini and the Arsenale.



The title is a provocation, weighted by the anti-immigrant agendas of 
Italy
, 
Hungary
 and other countries in the last few years. Pedrosa, however, speaks about celebrating the foreigner and the historic waves of migration across the planet, offering a catalog of synonyms -- "Immigrant, emigre, expatriate" -- even as he expands the concept. "I take this image of the foreigner and unfold it into the queer, the outsider, the Indigenous," he said.



Those themes are embodied by 
331 artists
, most of whom will be unfamiliar to even seasoned art snobs. They are divided here between two major sections, one focusing on contemporary art and another dedicated to work made in the 20th century. Most have arrived from the Global South without major gallery representation or a foothold in the museum circuit. For many visitors, it will be the first time experiencing the splintered abstractions of 
Zubeida Agha
 (1922-1997) from Pakistan, the expressive portraiture of 
Hatem El Mekki
 (1918-2003) from Tunisia and the colorful fantasies of 
Emiliano di Cavalcanti
 (1897-1976) from Brazil, among others.



From the beginning, critics noticed that "Foreigners Everywhere" would serve as a somber -- some say morose -- tipping point: It's the first Venice Biennale in recent years to showcase more dead artists than living ones.



But the element of surprise has long been Pedrosa's calling card. At the Sao Paulo Museum of Art, known by its Portuguese acronym MASP, his signature "Histories" exhibitions have united artworks from across time and space, overturning the dominant narratives of Western culture.




Louis Fratino's "Metropolitan" (2019), oil on canvas, is a Venice Biennale selection.




His 2018 exhibition 
"Afro-Atlantic Histories"
 exemplified the approach by discussing the African diaspora and related topics like slavery through about 500 works, according to Pedrosa, spanning 450 years of history. The New York Times critic Holland Cotter 
wrote
 that the curator "has transformed an institution that advertises itself as having the most significant collection of old master European art in the Southern Hemisphere into a cultural laboratory."



Other curators followed Pedrosa's lead, including Max Hollein, the director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, who initiated a series of 
cross-cultural exhibitions
 in 2020, drawing from diverse areas of the collection.



"Within his program over the last five or six years, Adriano basically addressed the major questions that museums around the world were asking of their collections," Hollein said. "He developed a master plan."



But the Venice Biennale will test the strength of Pedrosa's curatorial formula and its ability to capture the attention of global audiences who also will be touching down at some 90 national pavilions and dozens of independent collateral events throughout the waterlogged city.



"Griping about biennials is one of the art world's favorite hobbies: not enough young artists, too many young artists; not enough local artists, too many local artists," said the New York-based art historian Claire Bishop. "You can't please everyone all the time. What's important is what kind of overall argument is being made. The bigger concern, which everyone is losing sight of, is that Pedrosa's Venice might be our last adventurous intellectual statement for many years."



She was referring to the rightward tilt of Italian politics that has rattled the culture sector after the 2022 election of Giorgia Meloni as prime minister. Meloni's appointment of the contrarian journalist Pietrangelo Buttafuoco as the new president of the Venice Biennale has 
worried some scholars
 who expect him to challenge the art world's liberal impulses.



Pedrosa, in a series of video interviews, said the government has not interfered with his program. "I had complete freedom and autonomy to develop the project," he said. "I had one meeting with an individual from the ministry of culture. I spoke to him about the project. It was okay. Nothing major."




Installation view of "Afro-Atlantic Histories," curated by Adriano Pedrosa at the Sao Paulo Museum of Art. The 2018 exhibition told the story of the African diaspora and slavery through about 500 works spanning 450 years of history.




But the curator admitted that domestic politics and international conflicts weighed on the exhibition. His celebration of foreigners comes after a 
crackdown
 by the Italian government, 
amid plans to send some migrants
 who are rescued in the Mediterranean by Italian ships to detention centers in Albania. The Venice Biennale has also received demands from thousands of artists and culture workers who 
signed a petition
 to ban Israel from opening its national pavilion because of its ongoing conflict in Gaza. But Gennaro Sangiuliano, the Italian culture minister, rejected the petition, saying that Israel "not only has the right to express its art, but it has the duty to bear witness to its people precisely at a time like this when it has been ruthlessly struck by merciless terrorists."



Dealing with boycotts or protests at the Venice Biennale falls to the organization's leadership, Pedrosa said; he is only responsible for the main exhibition, which features three Palestinian artists and includes a few artworks that refer to the Israel-Hamas war.



Pedrosa, the first Latin American curator in the Venice Biennale's 130-year history, is no stranger to navigating art world politics.



"He is one of the most important curators in Brazil," said Jacqueline Martins, a Sao Paulo gallerist who said that Pedrosa helped internationalize the reputation of the country's artists.



Pamela J. Joyner,
 the art collector and trustee at the Museum of Modern Art, said her recent acquisitions of work by Black Brazilian artists like 
Antonio Bandeira
 (1922-67) and 
Lais Amaral
 (who was born in 1993) was inspired by the curatorial work done by Pedrosa and his museum colleagues.



"Some group shows devolve to the lowest common denominator and don't reveal anything new," Joyner said. "His don't do that. He gives you a lot to work with."



And Brazilian journalists who followed his rise to international stardom noted how Pedrosa seemed to effortlessly move between commercial and institutional roles earlier in his career. That reputation was forged at a local art fair, 
SP-Arte
, where he led artistic programs from 2011 to 2014 under the show's founder, Fernanda Feitosa. It was one of Pedrosa's many gigs at the time as an independent curator, which included organizing sections for the Frieze art fair and exhibitions at museums around the world. His role as artistic director of 
MASP
 began in 2014 under 
Heitor Martins,
 the museum's president -- and Feitosa's husband.



"His purview as a curator grew in tandem with the rise of the market over the last three decades," said Gabriella Angeleti, a Brazilian culture writer based between Rio de Janeiro and Brooklyn. "His focus hasn't been in promoting art that's palatable to the market but in expanding the understanding of Brazilian art through projects that bring lesser-known voices and facets of history to the forefront."




Eduardo Terrazas of Mexico City created "1.1.91" (1970-72). Wool threads on a wooden board covered with Campeche wax.




But finding the right tone for the Venice Biennale is something altogether difficult -- a task requiring global scale, independent vision and diplomatic twang. Pedrosa is infectiously friendly and silver-haired handsome; the curator excels at the galaxy-brain levels of networking required at an exhibition that courts world leaders and top collectors. And he is already mounting a defense at some early criticisms that his 
artist list
 generated when it was published earlier this year.



Upon learning that the 2022 edition of the Biennale included 95 dead artists, making up 44 percent of the participants, 
ARTnews
 declared the statistic "staggering." This year the proportion of dead artists in the exhibition is 55 percent.



And so Pedrosa has faced some unexpected questions: What does it mean to produce an exhibition of contemporary art when more than half of the artists are not living?



"I think it's a shame," said Dean Kissick, a culture critic in New York, who noted that almost 50 artists in the current Biennale were born in the 1800s. "We live in this hopeless time with so much pessimism," he said. "There is no belief in the future and no vision of it, when culture might at least express something about what it feels to be alive now. Going back into the past is a refusal to let the present happen."



Pedrosa disagreed. "Many of the artists are dead, but the art is very much alive," he said, acknowledging that many curators were uncovering more diverse artists from the 20th century who had been overlooked in their own time. He added that contemporary artists would have the largest physical presence at the exhibition because they would be represented by multiple works or a large-scale single work.



"One can see contemporary art has been decolonized to a certain extent," Pedrosa said. "But that didn't happen for most exhibitions during the 20th century."



Bishop, the art historian, pointed to a consistent historical element in every Venice Biennale. "It looks like most of the 'dead' artists are going to be midcentury figures from the Global South, so they will hardly be familiar," she said. "Frankly, it's going to be more rewarding than seeing the latest M.F.A. graduates that have been snapped up and overpromoted by New York and Berlin commercial galleries!"



The criticism might also just be part of the Biennale tradition, according to Hollein, the Met's director, who has been attending the show for decades.



"Always in the opening days, there are heated discussions saying this is a failed Biennale," he said. "But you see the impact and the opening of horizons in the aftermath."
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An earthquake and an eclipse weren't the only natural rarities that happened in New York City this past week. Did you hear about the 
sasquatch in Central Park
? The makers of "
Sasquatch Sunset"
 sure hope you did.



That's because the sasquatch was a costume and his stroll through the park was a publicity push for the new film from the brothers 
David and Nathan Zellner.
 Opening in New York on Friday, the movie spends a year in the wild with a sasquatch pack -- a male and female (Nathan Zellner and Riley Keough) and two younger sasquatches (Jesse Eisenberg and Christophe Zajac-Denek) -- as they eat, have sex, fight predators and reckon with death.



Droll but big-hearted, the movie sits at the intersection of the 
ad campaign
 for Jack Link's beef jerky, the 1987 comedy 
"Harry and the Hendersons"
 and a 1970s nature documentary, down to the hippie-vibe soundtrack.



What goes into a movie about Bigfoots? (Bigfeet?) Even after a day of following the costumed sasquatch around Central Park, we had questions for the cast and crew. They had answers, which have been edited and condensed.









Even sasquatches can appreciate the halal cart. And sometimes they need a rest.




What inspired the film?



DAVID ZELLNER
 We've been obsessed with Bigfoot since we were kids. It was such a fixture in '70s pop culture. Any kind of ape-themed movie we loved, starting from the "2001" 
Dawn of Man sequence
 to the early 
"Planet of the Apes"
 movies. In the age of the internet, more footage came online of sightings, but it was always bigfoot strolling along in the woods. Why is the only footage of bigfoot the same thing? We wanted to see the full spectrum of its existence.



What drew the actors?



JESSE EISENBERG 
It's told with an earnestness, not a hipster flippancy. It had two things you don't find frequently: It was so unusual and so good. Reading it, I was just weeping with the characters, hysterically laughing. It felt like the full breadth of human experience but through the vehicle of these creatures.



RILEY KEOUGH
 I thought it was beautiful and hilarious and absurd and touching and crazy, all the things I love in a movie.




A scene from "Sasquatch Sunset" featuring Jesse Eisenberg, Riley Keough and Nathan Zellner.




How did the actors prepare?



EISENBERG
 We looked at videos of apes and the 
Patterson-Gimlin footage
, that famous shot of the sasquatch walking with his back to camera. I worked with this movement coach, Lorin Eric Salm, who studied under Marcel Marceau, and he created with us vocabulary and a style of movement. We had different grunts and calls for different reasons, a high-pitched echolalic thing when we looked for other sasquatches, and guttural sounds. 



DAVID ZELLNER 
Every single thing these creatures do is stuff everyone has seen their dog or cat do. But when you have creatures with humanlike qualities doing it, it suddenly becomes uncomfortable.



What were the costumes made of?



STEVE NEWBURN, creature designer
 As a fan of "Harry and the Hendersons," I had an idea of my ideal sasquatch design, which happened to be very close to what David and Nathan were thinking. We did full body casts. Everything was sculpted in clay first. The material for the costumes was a foam latex. It weighed, top to bottom, six or seven pounds. We put climbing boots on their feet and built around that to accommodate the terrain. The hair is a combination of synthetic hair and yak hair, and the face hair is human, custom knotted in the same way you'd build a wig.



Were the costumes and makeup hard to adjust to?



NEWBURN
 Usually when you do this work, the first direction is, please be careful with it. We did the opposite: roll around in those thorn bushes and jump in that river. I liked that they looked like wet dogs, vs. it looks like they came out of a salon.



KEOUGH
 I found that if I put diaper cream under the prosthetics that it would come off better. At the end of the night I would remove my own prosthetics, which was fun. When you wear that thing all day, you can't wait to rip it off.









Spotted. Sasquatch.




What's the difference between directing sasquatch characters and human characters?



NATHAN ZELLNER 
When the actors put on the costumes, feeling the fur and being out in the wilderness with no sets and walking over logs: that really helped. Once all that was figured out really quickly, directing them wasn't like, you need to move like this, it was more like normal directing.



DAVID ZELLNER
 It reminded us of silent film acting, in terms of how much information you can convey through the eyes. In a lot of creature work, actors will have contacts or have VFX eyes. But we wanted the rawness of their actual eyes, like in Buster Keaton's films, how much he expressed with just the subtlest glance, or in 
"The Passion of Joan of Arc,"
 how much she conveyed, looking into her eyes.









A sasquatch (looking both ways, hopefully) has some encounters with park visitors on wheels. 




Is it a family-friendly movie?



KEOUGH
 It depends on the family. [Laughs] I think the audience is everybody. It might be scary for small children.



DAVID ZELLNER
 It's rated R for nudity, which is the funniest thing.
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Inflation Was Hotter Than Expected in March, Unwelcome News for the Fed



The surprisingly stubborn reading raised doubts about when -- and even whether -- the Federal Reserve will be able to start cutting interest rates this year.



By Jeanna Smialek


Apr 10, 2024


A closely watched measure of inflation remained stronger than expected in March, worrying news for Federal Reserve officials who have become increasingly concerned that their progress on lowering price increases might be stalling.



The surprisingly stubborn inflation reading raised doubts among economists about when -- and even whether -- the Fed will be able to start cutting interest rates this year.



The Consumer Price Index climbed 3.8 percent on an annual basis after stripping out food and fuel prices, which economists do in order to get a better sense of the underlying inflation trend. That "core" index was stronger than the 3.7 percent increase economists had expected, and unchanged from 3.8 percent in February. The monthly reading was also stronger than what economists had forecast.



Counting in food and fuel, the inflation measure climbed 3.5 percent in March from a year earlier, up from 3.2 percent in February and faster than what economists anticipated. A rise in gas prices contributed to that inflation number.



This week's inflation figures come at a critical juncture for the Fed. Central bankers have been hoping to confirm that warmer-than-expected inflation figures at the start of the year were just a seasonal quirk, not evidence that inflation is getting stuck well above the 2 percent target. Wednesday's report offers little comfort that the quick early 2024 readings have not lasted.



"It is what it is: It's a stronger-than-expected number, and it's showing that those price pressures are strong across goods and services," said Blerina Uruci, chief U.S. economist at T. Rowe Price. "It's problematic for the Fed. I don't see how they can justify a June cut with this strong data."



Policymakers have made it clear in recent months that they want to see further evidence that inflation is cooling before they cut interest rates. Fed officials raised borrowing costs to 5.3 percent in 2022 and mid-2023, which they think is high enough to meaningfully weigh on the economy. Central bankers 
forecast in March
 that they would cut interest rates three times this year.



But Fed officials do not want to cut rates before they are confident inflation is on track to return to normal. Lowering borrowing costs too early or too much would risk allowing price increases to pick back up. And if households and businesses come to expect inflation to remain slightly higher, officials worry that could make it even harder to stamp out down the road.



That threat of lingering inflation has become a more serious concern for policymakers since the start of the year. Inflation flatlined in January and February after months of steady declines, raising some alarm at the Fed and among forecasters. Going into the year, investors expected the Fed to cut rates sharply in 2024 -- perhaps five or six times, to about 4 percent -- but 
have steadily dialed back those expectations
.



Stocks dropped sharply after the inflation release as investors further pared back their expectations for lower rates. Following the report, market pricing suggested that many investors 
now expect just
 one or two cuts his year.



The S&P 500 and the tech-heavy Nasdaq composite each closed nearly 1 percent lower on Wednesday. The Russell 2000 index, which tracks smaller companies, was down nearly 3 percent.



Investors would like to see lower interest rates, which tend to bolster prices for assets like stocks. But the Fed might struggle to explain why it is cutting rates at the current moment: Not only is inflation showing signs of getting stuck well above the central bank's target, but the economy is growing at a fairly rapid pace and employers are hiring at a robust clip.



In short, the Fed's policies do not appear to have pushed America to the brink of a recession -- and in fact, there are signs that they may not be having as much of an effect as policymakers had expected when it comes to growth.



While the Fed officially targets 
Personal Consumption Expenditures inflation
, a separate measure, the Consumer Price Index report released on Wednesday comes out earlier and includes data that feeds into the other metric. That makes it a closely watched signal of how price pressures are shaping up.



The inflation report's details offered little reason to dismiss the gauge's continued stubbornness as a fluke. They showed that housing inflation remains firm, auto insurance costs picked up at a rapid pace and apparel prices climbed.



In a development that is likely to be especially notable for Fed officials, a measure of services inflation contributed to the pickup in annual inflation. Policymakers watch those prices closely, because they can reflect the strength of the underlying economy and because they tend to persist over time.



The question, increasingly, is whether Fed officials can cut interest rates at all this year in a world where inflation appears to be flatlining.



Ms. Uruci said that with every month inflation stays stubborn, the Fed may need to see more convincing evidence -- and a more sustained return to deceleration -- to feel confident that price increases are genuinely coming under control.



Kathy Bostjancic, Nationwide's chief economist, predicted that rate cuts could now be delayed to this autumn, if they happen in 2024 at all.



"We now think September, if they start to cut rates, is more likely than July," Ms. Bostjancic said. The new report "shakes the confidence that inflation is on this downward trend."



If the Fed does not cut rates soon, the election could make the start of reductions more politically fraught. Central bankers are independent of the White House and typically insist that they do not make policy with an eye on the political calendar.



Still, cutting in the months just before the election could put policymakers 
under a partisan spotlight
: Former President Donald J. Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, has already painted possible rate cuts as a political ploy to help Democrats. Lower rates tend to help incumbents, since they bolster the economy.



But the current economic moment is a politically complicated one.



Consumers dislike rapidly rising prices, and inflation has been dogging President Biden's approval ratings for months. That said, consumers have become less concerned about them in recent months as the pace of inflation has come down from its peak in 2022.



At the same time, 
some Americans are chafing
 against high interest rates, the medicine the Fed uses to cure rapid inflation because they make it more expensive to borrow to buy a house or make other large purchases.



Mr. Biden has struck a concerned tone about high prices and tough housing affordability conditions in recent months, while pinning at least some of the blame for recent rapid inflation on corporations.



He reiterated that message on Wednesday, while saying that he still expects to see rate cuts this year. Mr. Biden's comments amounted to a forecast rather than a prescription, but they were unusual coming from a White House that usually avoids talking about Fed policy out of respect for the central bank's independence.



"We have dramatically reduced inflation down from 9 percent to close to 3 percent," Mr. Biden also noted.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/business/cpi-inflation-fed.html
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Zwickau, a city in Germany's east, may not be as famous as Detroit, but its economy has revolved around internal combustion engines since August Horch established Audi here at the beginning of the 20th century.



So when Volkswagen announced in 2018 that it would convert its Zwickau factory, the largest private employer in the area, to manufacture nothing but electric vehicles, it was a big deal.



"A lot of people were skeptical," said Michael Fuchs, who has worked at the factory for more than a quarter century. They wondered, "What's going to happen?" he said.



Volkswagen shut down assembly lines churning out its popular Golf hatchbacks and converted the factory, which has its own exit on the autobahn, to make six electric models. The remodeled plant can produce a car a minute, shipping them out by train.



It was a rare case of a major car plant's switching completely from internal combustion to battery power, making Zwickau a case study for a 
big question
 confronting the auto industry.



Electric vehicles have far fewer parts than gasoline cars -- no radiators, exhaust pipes, fuel tanks, fan belts or complicated gearboxes. As a result, many autoworkers, executives and politicians have hypothesized that such cars would require fewer workers, leading to mass unemployment in factory towns and cities worldwide.



Zwickau, where more than 10,000 people work for Volkswagen and tens of thousands more for suppliers, appears to have avoided those dire consequences. Employment hasn't fallen off a cliff, and suppliers of combustion vehicle parts haven't been forced into bankruptcy en masse. Its experience offers some hopeful lessons for other places that depend on the auto industry.



Yet people in Zwickau, with its immaculate but sleepy downtown, are still uneasy.



While Zwickau's experience suggests that conversion to electric vehicles will not itself lead to economic misery, this and other new technologies are shaking up the industry in ways that could still be very painful for established companies and their workers.




More than 10,000 people work for Volkswagen in Zwickau.





The plant has its own exit on the autobahn and ships cars out on trains.




One big change already visible in Germany and the rest of Europe is the fast growth of young Chinese electric carmakers like 
BYD
 and 
SAIC
, which are increasingly luring customers away from established rivals like Volkswagen, the world's second-largest automaker after Toyota.



"The question is: How much will mobility change overall?" said Thomas Knabel, who leads the Zwickau local of IG Metall, the union that represents Volkswagen workers. "In the future, will Volkswagen still be present?"



The best-selling electric car in Europe is Tesla's Model Y sport utility vehicle, built at a factory around 145 miles north of Zwickau near Berlin. Last year, Volkswagen sold fewer than half as many of its equivalent S.U.V., the ID.4, according to Schmidt Automotive Research.



Disappointing sales have prompted Volkswagen to cut a shift on one of its two assembly lines in Zwickau, where the company makes the ID.4, the ID.5, two Audi models and two small electric cars. The decision illustrated the downside of going all-in on electric vehicles. Other established carmakers have hedged their bets, 
producing electric vehicles and fuel-burning cars in the same factories
, allowing them to adjust to fluctuating sales.



"It's a much more ambitious project than anything I know about in North America," said Ian Greer, a research professor at Cornell University who has studied the region around Zwickau. "VW has taken a much bigger risk."



With the factory operating below capacity, some people in Zwickau wonder whether Volkswagen's electric vehicles are appealing enough.



Max Jankowsky, president of the regional Chamber of Commerce, said he was disappointed that he hadn't seen any Volkswagens during a recent trip to Dubai. "It was just Teslas, Teslas, Teslas," said Mr. Jankowsky, who is also the president of a company that makes cast iron parts for Volkswagen suppliers and other manufacturers.



Volkswagen's executives say they expect sales to pick up this year as it begins selling new models, including a station wagon and a van, targeting market segments that Tesla does not play in.



"We are aware of our current challenges and are tackling them rigorously," Oliver Blume, the Volkswagen chief executive, said last month in a statement.



In the short term, at least, the pain to the local economy caused by the Zwickau factory's conversion was surprisingly mild, local officials, business leaders and worker representatives say.




The economy in Zwickau has revolved around automobile manufacturing since the beginning of the 20th century.




Increased demand for workers to manufacture electronic components largely compensated for job losses from production lines that made parts for combustion cars, according to a study by AMZ Saxony, a suppliers' group.



"All in all," said Dirk Vogel, chief executive of AMZ, "not that much happened."



Volkswagen, local businesses and officials coordinated an effort to prepare workers and businesses, blunting the impact.



The carmaker expanded its training institute in Zwickau to teach employees about electric vehicle technology. To generate enthusiasm, Volkswagen allowed workers to borrow battery-powered cars for a few days. The West Saxon University of Applied Sciences in Zwickau, a state college that already had a strong focus on the auto industry, expanded courses related to electric vehicle technology.



Suppliers developed new components for electric vehicles to replace products in danger of becoming obsolete. Eberspacher, a German supplier that has a factory 60 miles east of Zwickau, near Dresden, began offering temperature-control systems for electric vehicles in addition to emission systems for conventional cars.



A few suppliers have suffered. GKN Driveline, which makes drive shafts not needed in most electric cars, is closing a factory in Zwickau and shifting production to Hungary. But GKN did not supply Volkswagen, and the closure appears to be a reaction to broader trends in the industry and German labor costs. GKN did not reply to requests for comment.



New technology has also created jobs, including 175 at FDTech, based in the nearby city, Chemnitz. The firm, partly owned by Volkswagen, is one of five companies in the area developing autonomous driving technology.



Zwickau benefits from some unique good fortune. Many local suppliers make seats, dashboards, painting equipment or other products that electric vehicles need just as much as gasoline cars.



Because of a shortage of electricians, engineers and other skilled workers, the unemployment rate in the state of Saxony, which includes Zwickau, has increased only modestly. It was 6.6 percent in March amid an overall economic slowdown, up from 6.3 percent a year earlier.



"There will be suppliers that disappear," said Karsten Schulze, the managing director of FDTech. "But the skilled workers will be immediately sought after elsewhere."




Volkswagen's training institute in Zwickau.





The company expanded the facility to teach employees about electric vehicle technology.




Volkswagen workers had some control because German law requires them to be consulted on changes that affect working conditions. The IG Metall union extracted a promise from the company not to lay off any full-time employees in Zwickau until 2030 at the earliest. The guarantee does not apply to temporary workers, however, and the company let 270 of them go after their contracts expired.



In the United States, unions are relatively strong in the Midwest and East, but most automobile factories in the South are not unionized. The 
United Automobile Workers
 is trying to change that. But even if the union is successful, U.S. companies will have no obligation to consult workers about changes that will affect their jobs, or to retrain them for new jobs. And there is no guarantee that new jobs making batteries, for example, will pay as well as jobs in factories where cars are assembled.



Residents note with pride that Zwickau has survived many upheavals. After Germany's defeat in World War II, Soviet occupiers confiscated Audi's manufacturing equipment. The carmaker moved to Bavaria and was later acquired by Volkswagen.



The Communist government that ruled East Germany converted the Zwickau factory to produce no-frills Trabant vehicles. The cars spewed blue exhaust and had a body made of plastic because of steel shortages. They could not compete with Western cars after the reunification of Germany in 1991. Thousands of Trabant workers lost their jobs. By the end of the 1990s, unemployment in the region exceeded 20 percent.



Volkswagen acquired the Zwickau factory after reunification and gradually expanded it into one of the company's biggest production sites. The conversion to electric cars was momentous enough that Angela Merkel, the German chancellor at the time, attended a dedication ceremony in 2019, when the first battery-powered model rolled off the assembly line.



Not everyone in Zwickau is a fan of electric cars. The far-right Alternative for Deutschland party, which has 11 of 48 seats in the Zwickau City Council, has complained that Germans are being forced to buy electric vehicles, echoing comments from former President Donald J. Trump and other Republicans.



The national government, led by Chancellor Olaf Scholz, a Social Democrat, angered many in Zwickau when it abruptly slashed subsidies for electric vehicles last year to deal with a budget crisis. Sales of electric vehicles in Germany slumped 14 percent during the first three months of the year, though they still accounted for 12 percent of new cars.



Still, few people in Zwickau are pushing for Volkswagen to go back to building gasoline cars.



"With a transition to a new technology, the question is always: Are you the first or the last?" said Constance Arndt, the lord mayor of Zwickau. "I think it's always better to be first."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/09/business/volkswagen-electric-vehicle-factory.html
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News Analysis



Biden's Trade Moves Raise Tensions Abroad but Draw Cheers in Swing States



The president's efforts to restrict Chinese imports and block a Japanese steel merger have pleased labor unions and sent a message to rival Donald J. Trump.




President Biden's moves to protect American industries from foreign competition have strained relationships with international allies and rivals alike.




By Jim Tankersley


Apr 09, 2024


President Biden has intensified efforts to shield American industries from foreign competition in an election year, as he courts blue-collar workers and attempts to avoid being outflanked on trade by his Republican rival, former President Donald J. Trump.



The moves have strained Mr. Biden's relationships with international allies and rivals alike, drawing charges of protectionism from diplomats and some economists, including top Chinese officials during Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen's recent trip to Beijing.



But the measures have cheered labor unions, environmental groups and other key members of Mr. Biden's political support base, particularly in the swing states of the industrial Midwest.



Mr. Biden and his administration have recently signaled they are preparing new tariffs and other measures to block cheap electric vehicles and other clean-energy imports from China. Those efforts, combined with new limits on American investment in China, restrictions on exports of advanced technology and subsidies for the U.S. semiconductor industry, fueled major tensions during Ms. Yellen's visit.



Hours after she concluded a news conference in Beijing, the Biden administration 
announced that it would provide
 up to $6.6 billion in grants to Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, the leading maker of the most advanced microchips, in an effort to bring some of the most cutting-edge semiconductor technology to the United States. The administration has been doling out billions of dollars to semiconductor companies as it looks to reduce its reliance on China for critical microchips.



The president has also 
announced opposition to Japanese steel-maker Nippon Steel's
 proposed acquisition of the iconic domestic manufacturer U.S. Steel, saying that U.S. Steel should be domestically owned and that he "told our steel workers I have their backs, and I meant it."



His position is creating an economic rift with a crucial ally and is likely to be a focus of discussion when 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida visits
 the White House this week for a meeting with the president and a state dinner on Wednesday.



Mr. Biden's industrial policies, including his subsidies for technologies meant to reduce the fossil fuel emissions driving global warming, continue to rankle some leaders in Europe as well. Some of the moves have drawn internal opposition from Mr. Biden's economic team and from outside economists who warn they are reducing the incentives for foreign companies to inject much-needed investment in the U.S. economy.



The politics behind Mr. Biden's strategy appears clear: When it comes to manufacturing, the president wants to leave no doubt that he is as much "America First" as Mr. Trump, if not more.



America's trading partners "are looking at November and thinking, which is the worse outcome?" said Inu Manak, a fellow for trade policy at the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, who wrote a 
scathing critique of Mr. Biden's trade and industrial policies
 earlier this year. "And it's the worse outcome, on the economic side, of not-too-great outcomes."



Still, the moves appear to have helped Mr. Biden secure a coveted endorsement from the United Steelworkers union ahead of the November election. The union cited Mr. Biden's infrastructure bill and other economic legislation, including Buy America provisions, in its endorsement, along with a broader declaration that the president "is promoting domestic manufacturing and widespread prosperity, not just in the short term but well into the future."



Mr. Trump attacked China and promised to revitalize American factories on his way to the White House in 2016. In office, he imposed tariffs on more than $300 billion of Chinese imports and restrictions on some American technology transfers to China. As he attempts a presidential comeback, 
Mr. Trump is calling for
 a sweeping new across-the-board tariff and a much greater "decoupling" of the American trade relationship with China.



Mr. Biden has not gone that far, though he has retained many of Mr. Trump's tariffs and added new limits on the export of certain high-tech American semiconductors to China. In official economic publications, Mr. Biden's aides take a more nuanced view of trade than Mr. Trump espouses.



"There are well-documented gains from trade and cross-border investment flows," Mr. Biden's team wrote in the annual Economic Report of the President, released last month. "The benefits of global integration include lower inflation, a greater variety of goods and services, more innovation, higher productivity, good jobs for American workers in exporting sectors, foreign direct investment in U.S. industries, and a higher likelihood of achieving our climate goals."



But, the Biden economists went on to warn, "policymakers must continue to pay careful attention to negative effects associated with global integration and some trade policies" -- most notably, lost jobs and other damage to American workers.



Ms. Yellen raised such concerns with Chinese officials in recent days. The Biden administration is worried that Beijing is purposely 
flooding global markets with cheap and heavily subsidized
 green technologies, like electric vehicles and solar panels.



"We've seen this story before," Ms. Yellen said in a news conference near the end of the trip, noting that Chinese government support a decade ago "led to below-cost Chinese steel that flooded the global market and decimated industries across the world and in the United States. I've made clear that President Biden and I will not accept that reality again."



Chinese officials accused the Biden administration of protectionism. An official readout of Ms. Yellen's meeting with Premier Li Qiang in Beijing stated "China hopes that the U.S. side will work with the Chinese side to adhere to the basic norms of market economy of fair competition and open cooperation, and refrain from politicizing and national-securitizing economic and trade issues."



Mr. Biden has also risked antagonizing Japanese officials by declaring last month that it was "vital" that Pittsburgh-based U.S. Steel remain "domestically owned and operated."



U.S. officials are reviewing the merger on national security and antitrust grounds. It has been encouraged to do so by the steelworkers union, 
by environmental groups
 worried about high emissions from the merged companies and by a bipartisan group of senators who predominantly hail from industrial states.



One of those critics, Senator Sherrod Brown, Democrat of Ohio, is facing a tough re-election fight. He 
wrote Mr. Biden this month
 to request an investigation of Nippon's ties to China's steel industry. "This deal is bad for American workers and bad for our economic and national security," Mr. Brown wrote.



Nippon and U.S. Steel officials are publicly staring Mr. Biden down, pushing forward with a shareholder vote on the merger this week and running digital ads in Pennsylvania highlighting the billions of dollars Nippon plans to invest in American production. Nippon has hired a prominent Washington lobbying firm, Akin Gump. Perhaps most importantly, it is attempting to negotiate peace with the steelworkers union, which has sharply criticized the proposal.



"We will continue to advocate for this deal, and we are confident that a fair and thoughtful evaluation will result in its approval," the companies said in a joint statement. "Nippon Steel's investment is the best path forward for U.S. Steel employees, customers, stockholders, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the United States."



Japanese officials appear surprised and upset by Mr. Biden's comments and the prospect that the president could scuttle the merger.



"For the United States to say that a Japanese company investing in an American manufacturing firm constitutes a threat to American national security is strange and troubling," said Michael R. Strain, an economist at the conservative American Enterprise Institute, who discussed the merger this week with Japanese officials.



"My sense is that the election year timing of this is significant," Mr. Strain said. "It seems this is more about wanting to show support for the manufacturing sector in a swing state, and less about actual security concerns."



Biden administration officials have played down the importance of the merger in the bilateral meeting set for Wednesday, saying it is one of many agenda items for the heads of state, including security concerns with China and North Korea and deepened cooperation with South Korea.



"There is an awful lot of important things to talk about with Prime Minister Kishida," John Kirby, the White House national security communications adviser, told reporters last week. "Certainly, our two economies are on that agenda, and I have no question that issues of economic -- economy and trade will come up."



Alan Rappeport
 contributed reporting from Beijing.
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Teen Girls Confront an Epidemic of Deepfake Nudes in Schools



Using artificial intelligence, middle and high school students have fabricated explicit images of female classmates and shared the doctored pictures.








By Natasha Singer


Apr 08, 2024


Westfield Public Schools held a regular board meeting in late March at the local high school, a red brick complex in Westfield, N.J., with a scoreboard outside proudly welcoming visitors to the "Home of the Blue Devils" sports teams.



But it was not business as usual for Dorota Mani.



In October, some 10th-grade girls at Westfield High School -- including Ms. Mani's 14-year-old daughter, Francesca -- alerted administrators that boys in their class had used artificial intelligence software to fabricate sexually explicit images of them and were circulating the faked pictures. Five months later, the Manis and other families say, the district has done little to publicly address the doctored images or update school policies to hinder exploitative A.I. use.



"It seems as though the Westfield High School administration and the district are engaging in a master class of making this incident vanish into thin air," Ms. Mani, the founder of a local preschool, admonished board members during the meeting.



In a statement, the school district said it had opened an "immediate investigation" upon learning about the incident, had immediately notified and consulted with the police, and had provided group counseling to the sophomore class.




Tenth-grade girls at Westfield High School in New Jersey learned last fall that male classmates had fabricated sexually explicit images of them and shared them.




"All school districts are grappling with the challenges and impact of artificial intelligence and other technology available to students at any time and anywhere," Raymond Gonzalez, the superintendent of Westfield Public Schools, said in the statement.



Blindsided last year by the sudden popularity of A.I.-powered chatbots like ChatGPT, schools across the United States scurried to contain the text-generating bots in an effort to forestall student cheating. Now a more alarming A.I. image-generating phenomenon is shaking schools.



Boys in several states have used widely available "nudification" apps to pervert real, identifiable photos of their clothed female classmates, shown attending events like school proms, into graphic, convincing-looking images of the girls with exposed A.I.-generated breasts and genitalia. In some cases, boys shared the faked images in the school lunchroom, on the school bus or through group chats on platforms like Snapchat and Instagram, according to school and police reports.



Such digitally altered images -- known as "deepfakes" or "deepnudes" -- can have devastating consequences. Child sexual exploitation experts say the use of nonconsensual, A.I.-generated images to harass, humiliate and bully young women can harm their mental health, reputations and physical safety as well as pose risks to their college and career prospects. Last month, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
warned that it is illegal
 to distribute computer-generated child sexual abuse material, including realistic-looking A.I.-generated images of identifiable minors engaging in sexually explicit conduct.



Yet the student use of exploitative A.I. apps in schools is so new that some districts seem less prepared to address it than others. That can make safeguards precarious for students.



"This phenomenon has come on very suddenly and may be catching a lot of school districts unprepared and unsure what to do," said 
Riana Pfefferkorn
, a research scholar at the Stanford Internet Observatory, who writes about 
legal issues related to computer-generated child sexual abuse imagery
.



At Issaquah High School near Seattle last fall, a police detective investigating complaints from parents about explicit A.I.-generated images of their 14- and 15-year-old daughters asked an assistant principal why the school had not reported the incident to the police, according to a report from the Issaquah Police Department. The school official then asked "what was she supposed to report," the police document said, prompting the detective to inform her that schools are required by law to report sexual abuse, including possible child sexual abuse material. The school subsequently reported the incident to Child Protective Services, the police report said. (The New York Times obtained the police report through a public-records request.)



In a statement, the Issaquah School District said it had talked with students, families and the police as part of its investigation into the deepfakes. The district also "
shared our empathy
," the statement said, and provided support to students who were affected.



The statement added that the district had reported the "fake, artificial-intelligence-generated images to Child Protective Services out of an abundance of caution," noting that "per our legal team, we are not required to report fake images to the police."



At Beverly Vista Middle School in Beverly Hills, Calif., administrators contacted the police in February after learning that five boys had created and shared A.I.-generated explicit images of female classmates. Two weeks later, the school board approved the expulsion of five students, according to 
district documents
. (The district said California's education code prohibited it from confirming whether the expelled students were the students who had manufactured the images.)



Michael Bregy, superintendent of the Beverly Hills Unified School District, said he and other school leaders wanted to set a national precedent that schools must not permit pupils to create and circulate sexually explicit images of their peers.



"That's extreme bullying when it comes to schools," Dr. Bregy said, noting that the explicit images were "disturbing and violative" to girls and their families. "It's something we will absolutely not tolerate here."




Michael Bregy, superintendent of Beverly Hills schools, said he wanted to send a message that schools must not allow pupils to make and share explicit images of their peers.




Schools in the small, affluent communities of 
Beverly Hills
 and 
Westfield
 were among the first to publicly acknowledge deepfake incidents. The details of the cases -- described in district communications with parents, school board meetings, legislative hearings and court filings -- illustrate the variability of school responses.



The Westfield incident began last summer when a male high school student asked to friend a 15-year-old female classmate on Instagram who had a private account, according to a lawsuit against the boy and his parents brought by the young woman and her family. (The Manis said they are not involved with the lawsuit.)



After she accepted the request, the male student copied photos of her and several other female schoolmates from their social media accounts, court documents say. Then he used an A.I. app to fabricate sexually explicit, "fully identifiable" images of the girls and shared them with schoolmates via a Snapchat group, court documents say.



Westfield High began to investigate in late October. While administrators quietly took some boys aside to question them, Francesca Mani said, they called her and other 10th-grade girls who had been subjected to the deepfakes to the school office by announcing their names over the school intercom.



That week, Mary Asfendis, the principal of Westfield High, sent an email to parents alerting them to "a situation that resulted in widespread misinformation." The email went on to describe the deepfakes as a "very serious incident." It also said that, despite student concern about possible image-sharing, the school believed that "any created images have been deleted and are not being circulated."




An October email that the principal of Westfield High sent to parents about the deepfakes.




Dorota Mani said Westfield administrators had told her that the district suspended the male student accused of fabricating the images for one or two days.



Soon after, she and her daughter began publicly speaking out about the incident, urging school districts, state lawmakers and Congress to enact laws and policies specifically prohibiting explicit deepfakes.



"We have to start updating our school policy," Francesca Mani, now 15, said in a recent interview. "Because if the school had A.I. policies, then students like me would have been protected."



Parents including Dorota Mani also lodged harassment complaints with Westfield High last fall over the explicit images. During the March meeting, however, Ms. Mani told school board members that the high school had yet to provide parents with an official report on the incident.



Westfield Public Schools said it could not comment on any disciplinary actions for reasons of student confidentiality. In a statement, Dr. Gonzalez, the superintendent, said the district was strengthening its efforts "by educating our students and establishing clear guidelines to ensure that these new technologies are used responsibly."



Beverly Hills schools have taken a stauncher public stance.



When administrators learned in February that eighth-grade boys at Beverly Vista Middle School had created explicit images of 12- and 13-year-old female classmates, they quickly sent a message -- subject line: "Appalling Misuse of Artificial Intelligence" -- to all district parents, staff, and middle and high school students. The message urged community members to share information with the school to help ensure that students' "disturbing and inappropriate" use of A.I. "stops immediately."




A February message that school administrators in Beverly Hills, Calif., sent to parents and students about deepfakes.




It also warned that the district was prepared to institute severe punishment. "Any student found to be creating, disseminating, or in possession of AI-generated images of this nature will face disciplinary actions," including a recommendation for expulsion, the message said.



Dr. Bregy, the superintendent, said schools and lawmakers needed to act quickly because the abuse of A.I. was making students feel unsafe in schools.



"You hear a lot about physical safety in schools," he said. "But what you're not hearing about is this invasion of students' personal, emotional safety."
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U.S. Postal Service Proposes Raising Stamp Prices Again



If a regulatory body approves, a nearly 8 percent rise in postage will take effect in July. It would be the latest of several price hikes since 2021.




The proposed changes are part of an effort to recoup $160 billion in projected losses over a decade.




By Mike Ives


Apr 10, 2024


The United States Postal Service on Tuesday 
proposed
 an overall increase of nearly 8 percent on the price of postage, the latest in a series of stamp hikes over the past three years.



The new prices would take effect in July, pending approval from an independent regulatory commission. Among other changes, a Forever stamp would cost 73 cents instead of 68 cents, and the price of a domestic postcard would rise to 56 cents from 53 cents.



The proposed changes, like several others since 2021, are part of 
the service's 10-year plan
 to raise prices and slow some deliveries, among other measures, to try to recoup $160 billion in projected losses over a decade.



The Postal Service has faced financial issues for years because it is required to fund 
retiree health care benefits
 for its employees in advance. It's also facing headwinds, like other postal services globally, as fewer people send mail. Its operations are generally not funded by tax revenues.



The price hikes proposed on Tuesday would need to be approved by the 
Postal Regulatory Commission
, an independent agency in Washington that oversees the Postal Service. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/us/postal-service-stamp-price-increase.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Student Aid Woes Stalk Cardona During Appearance on Capitol Hill



In two hearings, House lawmakers scrutinized Education Secretary Miguel Cardona's record over persistent problems with the new FAFSA form.




"We're working on this around the clock," Miguel A, Cardona, the education secretary, told Congress about problems with the new Free Application for Federal Student Aid form.




By Zach Montague


Apr 10, 2024


As Miguel A. Cardona, the education secretary, appeared before lawmakers on Wednesday to make his agency's case for funding next year, members of both parties had something else on their minds: this year's chaotic college admissions process.



Republicans peppered him with questions about the botched rollout of the new Free Application for Federal Student Aid form, which has derailed college admissions this year. Several of them asked whether the agency had diverted resources away from the project in its pursuit of canceling student debt.



"There's nothing more important right now at the Department of Education," Mr. Cardona told the House Appropriations Committee of the aid form, saying that the agency was successfully juggling multiple priorities with the resources available. "We're working on this around the clock."



While Mr. Cardona was testifying, the House Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Development held a separate hearing where lawmakers from both parties said the problems with the aid form had harmed aspiring college students.



"This isn't just a petty list of grievances," Justin Draeger, the chief executive of the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, told lawmakers. "This really adds up to a crisis of credibility for the Department of Education."



Mr. Draeger said that schools his organization worked with had run into two additional issues affecting the department's calculations, which have rendered as many as 40 percent of the financial records schools have received so far unusable.



Since the department started using the new form in late December, bugs and design flaws have repeatedly hampered its processing of financial information used to calculate federal aid, which the agency ultimately hands over to colleges and universities.



As a result, college administrators have been unable to tell many students how much they can expect to pay. Many schools have pushed back their enrollment deadlines to give students time to make decisions about where to attend college based on what they can afford.



Rachelle Feldman, a vice provost at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, testified on Wednesday that her school had yet to send a single official aid offer to accepted students -- offers that normally would have been sent alongside acceptance letters by the end of March.



She said her school was now hoping to send aid offers to students by the first week of May at the earliest, well after the date by which many students would have already enrolled in other years.



Since April, the Education Department has maintained a "
fast news
" page, with regular updates about its progress troubleshooting the FAFSA form. An update posted on Wednesday said the department planned to reprocess many of the faulty records sent to schools by May 1.



A spokesman for the Education Department said that officials believed they had fixed most of the major bugs in the form, and that the department's staff was processing submitted applications within one to three days, a timetable Mr. Cardona also presented to lawmakers on Wednesday.



But the reaction from Congress laid bare the shaky ground Mr. Cardona finds himself on this spring, as many of the department's goals have been overshadowed.



Mr. Cardona said on Wednesday that despite the problems with the form this year, the new, simplified version would make the process of applying for aid easier for students moving forward.



Even in typical years, many students who are eligible for aid do not apply for it, and several Democrats voiced concern that unanticipated roadblocks this year would disproportionately affect low-income and first-generation students who may have been thrown off by flaws with the form, or may have concluded that taking out loans was their only option to pay for college.



"The data portend a catastrophic decline in college enrollment this fall for the high school class of 2024 unless something changes very quickly," testified Kim Cook, the chief executive of the National College Attainment Network.
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A Hot Inflation Report Is a Blow to President Biden



The president's approval ratings have been hurt by rapid inflation and rising interest rates.




President Biden has been hoping for cooler inflation to bolster his re-election prospects.




By Jim Tankersley


Apr 10, 2024


President Biden said on Wednesday that he still expected the Federal Reserve would cut interest rates this year despite a re-acceleration in price growth across the economy, though he said new data suggested that cut might be pushed to later in the year.



"I do stand by my prediction that before the year is out, there will be a rate cut," Mr. Biden said at a news conference alongside Prime Minister Kishida Fumio of Japan, after the two of them met at the White House.



"This may delay it a month or so -- I'm not sure of that," Mr. Biden said. "We don't know what the Fed is going to do for certain. But look, we have dramatically reduced inflation."



Mr. Biden's comments dipped a toe into what has historically -- with notable exceptions -- been a taboo subject for presidents: weighing in on Fed policy. Many of Mr. Biden's predecessors have refrained from even speculating about interest-rate decisions, citing the Fed's independence. The president's immediate predecessor and now re-election opponent, Donald J. Trump, broke from that history, by frequently and loudly criticizing the Fed when he was president and demanding the central bank to reduce interest rates.



Mr. Biden's aides talk frequently about the need for the central bank to remain independent. His comments, even though they were more in the vein of punditry than directive, risked, albeit slightly, blurring that line.



Mr. Biden has been banking on cooling inflation -- and ensuing rate cuts -- to lift his re-election prospects.



The president and his aides have publicly cheered the retreat of annual inflation rates over the past year, after watching the fastest price growth in 40 years dent the president's approval ratings earlier in his tenure.



They have been anxious for inflation to fall even further, in order give relief to consumers and to potentially spur the Federal Reserve to cut interest rates -- a move that would help to drive down borrowing costs for mortgages, car loans and other consumer credit. Mr. Biden has been particularly focused on home buyers, including young voters who are key to his electoral coalition, and who are struggling to afford high housing prices as mortgage rates remain around 7 percent.



Wall Street analysts saw Wednesday's surprise pickup in the inflation rate as a sign that the Fed could leave rates on hold for months longer than expected. That could mean no cuts before the November election, a campaign where Mr. Biden's Republican opponent, former President Donald J. Trump, has slammed Mr. Biden for both rapid price increases and high borrowing costs.



The news comes as polls have begun to show Americans' views of the economy slowly improving over recent months. Democratic pollsters have also pointed to recent surveys as a road map for how Mr. Biden should talk about inflation in the months to come: They suggest American voters blame corporate greed, more than government spending, for price increases. Mr. Biden has leaned into that message, including calling out companies in his State of the Union address for keeping prices high.



He struck a similar tone on Wednesday in a statement that emphasized consumer frustration with inflation.



"Prices are still too high for housing and groceries, even as prices for key household items, like milk and eggs, are lower than a year ago," Mr. Biden said. "I have a plan to lower costs for housing -- by building and renovating more than two million homes -- and I'm calling on corporations, including grocery retailers, to use record profits to reduce prices."
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Blizzard and NetEase Settle Their Beef, Returning Warcraft to China



The deal between the gaming company Blizzard, now owned by Microsoft, and the Chinese giant NetEase renews a partnership that lapsed more than a year ago.




Promoting Blizzard Entertainment and NetEase at a Shanghai expo in 2019. The implosion of the companies' partnership angered Chinese gamers, who lost access to popular titles. 




By Daisuke Wakabayashi and Claire Fu


Apr 10, 2024


The Chinese company NetEase said on Wednesday that it had struck a deal to distribute titles from Microsoft's Blizzard Entertainment, restoring access to popular video games like World of Warcraft for Chinese gamers.



More than a year ago, NetEase and Blizzard called an end to their long-running partnership when 
renewal talks turned testy
, with each side accusing the other of bad-faith negotiations. An uproar ensued among Chinese gamers, upset about losing access to a slew of popular titles from Blizzard's parent company, the U.S. game developer Activision Blizzard.



NetEase said on Wednesday that it had reached the new deal with Microsoft, which acquired Activision Blizzard in a $69 billion deal in October. The two companies said they had also agreed to distribute NetEase titles on Microsoft's Xbox game device.



"We are thrilled to embark on the next chapter, built on trust and mutual respect, to serve our users in this unique community that we've built together," William Ding, NetEase's chief executive, said in a statement.



NetEase and Blizzard first signed a distribution deal in 2008, and the agreement proved beneficial for both sides. NetEase gained access to globally popular titles, while Blizzard secured a foothold in what would become the world's largest video game market. At one point, World of Warcraft was the most popular online game in China.



China's gaming industry has been in turmoil over the last several years. Beijing has sought to rein in online gaming, expressing concern that addiction to it could corrupt young Chinese people. The government has 
introduced laws
 that prohibit children from playing online games on school days and limit their gaming to an hour on weekends and holidays.



Last year, regulators 
proposed rules
 that would have imposed spending limits on video game platforms and barred minors from tipping video game livestreamers, a popular way to support online influencers. But 
regulators backed off
 the proposal after video game companies' stocks plunged.



The government crackdowns added a layer of complexity to the negotiations between Activision and NetEase, according to 
a New York Times investigation
 into the breakup that was published last year.



Chinese gamers will still have to wait a few months before they can resume playing titles like Warcraft, Overwatch, Diablo, Hearthstone and StarCraft, NetEase and Blizzard said. The companies said they needed time to make "technical preparations" such as restoring data and building new server facilities. They said they were aiming for the first game, which they did not identify, to be available "in the summer."



The announcement of the new agreement was shared widely on Weibo, China's version of X, and the reaction was mostly negative. Some people still seemed upset that the games had not been available for more than a year, while others accused Blizzard of disrespecting Chinese gamers. One person said that were not so "cheap" as to come running back immediately once the games had returned.
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Simon & Schuster Turns 100 With a New Owner and a Sense of Optimism



The milestone comes after a particularly turbulent period, when the publisher was put up for sale and bought by a private equity firm. Since then, investments have boosted morale and helped it grow.




More than 30 Simon & Schuster authors came to a town hall celebrating the publisher's 100th anniversary. Here, Jerry Seinfeld, left, talks to the company's C.E.O., Jonathan Karp. 




By Alexandra Alter and Elizabeth A. Harris


Apr 10, 2024


More than 1,000 people came out on Tuesday night in Manhattan to nibble on steak, dance to Britney Spears and play pingpong in celebration of the 100th anniversary of one of largest book publishers in the United States, Simon & Schuster.



The company's milestone, reached this week, comes amid a growth spurt and new sense of optimism after one of the most tumultuous periods in its history.



"We are going to have to sell a lot of books to pay for this party," Jonathan Karp, the company's chief executive, joked in a speech on Tuesday night. "But that's OK!"



Last fall, the publisher 
was acquired
 by KKR, a private equity firm, for $1.62 billion. The deal marked the company's seventh change in ownership in a century, and some in the industry were wary of a private equity firm taking the reins of one of the country's oldest and most prestigious publishing houses. But KKR has invested in the company, starting new imprints and hiring editors, which has boosted morale and set Simon & Schuster apart at a moment when most publishers are looking for ways to cut costs.



To mark its centennial, Simon & Schuster also held a town hall in Midtown Manhattan on Monday night, with appearances by 35 of its most notable authors. The lineup included award-winning novelists like Jennifer Egan, John Irving and Anthony Doerr; best-selling nonfiction authors, among them Walter Isaacson, Bob Woodward, Doris Kearns Goodwin and Susan Orlean; and a sprinkling of public figures that included Jerry Seinfeld, Charlamagne Tha God and Hillary Clinton, who was briefly heckled by a protester who called her a war criminal before being escorted out.



Before the event, dozens of literary luminaries mingled in an upstairs lounge.



"I lost my mind when John Irving walked in," said Lauren Billings, who writes best-selling romances with Christina Hobbs under the pen name Christina Lauren.



"I started tearing up when we talked to Judy Blume," Hobbs added.



Blume, for her part, was equally star struck by the guest list. "The best thing is meeting all these writers whose books I sell in my bookstore," said Blume, who has a bookstore in Key West, Fla., and was mid-conversation with the novelist Jesmyn Ward, standing a few feet from where the novelists Colm Toibin and Jennifer Egan were chatting.



"It's a room full of famous nerds, basically," Jason Reynolds, a blockbuster children's and young adult novelist, said after surveying the crowd.



Judith Viorst, the author of more 40 books, among them the children's classic "Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day," joked when she was onstage about being almost as old as Simon & Schuster. "It's one of the rare occasions these days when I'm a little younger than the honoree," said Viorst, who is 93.



Simon & Schuster was founded in 1924 by Richard L. Simon, a piano salesman, and Max Lincoln Schuster, an arts and culture columnist. (The pair became friends when Simon tried and failed to sell Schuster a piano.) Their first title, a book of crossword puzzles, became an instant best seller, and the company quickly expanded, eventually growing into a sprawling publisher with 50 imprints and a backlist of treasures like the works of Ernest Hemingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald, Henry James and Edith Wharton.



In 1944, the company was sold to the department store magnate Marshall Field III. About three decades later, it was bought by Gulf & Western, which was restructured into Paramount Communications in 1989, and then acquired by Viacom. Viacom later merged with CBS, making Simon & Schuster a small corner of a huge multimedia conglomerate.



In 2020, ViacomCBS, which later became Paramount Global, 
agreed to sell
 the company to Penguin Random House for $2.175 billion, but the deal 
was blocked
 by a federal judge on antitrust grounds.



Last year, when KKR swooped in and 
bought the publisher
, the sale was initially met with skepticism in industry circles. Some wondered whether a financial firm that makes money by buying and selling companies would be a good cultural fit for a 100-year-old company that sells books.



The literary agent Suzanne Gluck said she's been encouraged to see Simon & Schuster hiring editors and launching new publishing lines.



"What's happening over there is wonderful for the overall publishing ecosystem because their mandate is to grow," she said. "It feels like a very good place to put your authors right now."



Richard Sarnoff, the chairman of media for KKR and the chairman of the Simon & Schuster board, said KKR plans to grow Simon & Schuster by acquiring other media businesses and publishers, expanding its audio and distribution businesses and increasing its footprint internationally. Karp, Simon & Schuster's C.E.O., said the company is hiring editors in the United Kingdom, Australia and Canada, and plans to publish more local authors in those countries and in India.



Simon & Schuster has relaunched its Summit Books imprint, hiring Judy Clain from Little, Brown to be its publisher, along with Josefine Kals from Knopf as associate publisher and Laura Perciasepe from Riverhead as executive editor. In the past three months, it has also created a handful of new publishing imprints, including Simon Acumen, a business imprint, and Primero Sueno Press, a bilingual English and Spanish imprint dedicated to fiction and nonfiction works by Latino authors.



Michelle Herrera Mulligan, the vice president and associate publisher of Primero Sueno Press/Atria, said she was encouraged by KKR's commitment to expanding the company. "The last thing I expected was that there would be this real openness to investment," she said.



After the deal with KKR was struck last year, Herrera Mulligan met with Karp to discuss how to reach more Latino readers, an underserved market, and together they came up with the idea for Primero Sueno. She brought on two new editors for the imprint, and has acquired high-profile books like Keila Delgado Shaheen's previously self-published book "The Shadow Work Journal," which has sold more than a million copies.



Herrera Mulligan said there is more confidence across the company than she had felt in recent years, when Simon & Schuster was for sale and in limbo.



"The tumult of the transition sent people into a place of uncertainty," she said. Now, "there's an energetic feeling of full steam ahead."



KKR's mandate to grow could also put pressure on Simon & Schuster at a moment when the industry is facing stagnant print sales and rising supply chain costs. Simon & Schuster has posted record profits in recent years, with huge blockbusters from best-selling authors like Colleen Hoover and political exposes on former president Donald J. Trump. But those gains have been hard to maintain, and in the third quarter of last year, the company saw its sales and operating income slide, according to its last full public earnings report. It's unclear how much more growth KKR can engineer.



Still, some in the industry have expressed relief that Simon & Schuster was not gobbled up by a larger media company.



Michael Korda, who joined Simon & Schuster as an assistant editor in 1958 and worked there for some four decades, rising through the ranks to become editor in chief and working with authors like Larry McMurtry, Mary Higgins Clark and David McCullough, said he was alarmed by the possibility that Simon & Schuster might be absorbed into a bigger publishing house, potentially losing its identity.



"I'm relieved that Simon & Schuster has gained a safe place and future," said Korda, who is retired but retains the title of editor in chief emeritus at Simon & Schuster.



The growth spurt is strategic for KKR, which will eventually sell the publisher. But it also sets Simon & Schuster apart at a moment when most publishers are streamlining operations and shedding jobs through layoffs and buyouts.



"We didn't buy this so we can slice out a whole bunch of costs, curtail frontlist publishing and bleed the backlist," Sarnoff said.



"To some extent, that is the fear around private equity, that they're going to do what, maybe, the 1980s version of private equity was reputed to do," Sarnoff continued. "But that's not how you deliver a return on investment in the current world. You do it by making a business better -- by growing, not shrinking."
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Da Vinci's Been Dead for 500 Years. Who Gets to Profit from His Work?



Italian officials and a German puzzle maker are battling over a 1,000-piece puzzle bearing the image of the artist's "Vitruvian Man."




Leonardo da Vinci's "Vitruvian Man"




By Derrick Bryson Taylor


Apr 10, 2024


In the late 15th century, when the Italian Renaissance artist Leonardo da Vinci completed "Vitruvian Man" -- one of his most famous drawings, which depicts the proportions of the human body -- he could not have predicted it would be reproduced onto cheap notebooks, coffee mugs, T-shirts, aprons, and even puzzles.



Centuries later, the Italian government and the German puzzle maker Ravensburger are battling over who has the right to reproduce "Vitruvian Man" and profit from it.



At the center of the dispute is Italy's cultural heritage and landscape code, which was adopted in 2004 and allows cultural institutions, like museums, to request concession fees and payments for the commercial reproduction of cultural properties, like "Vitruvian Man."



That code is at odds with European Union law, which states that works in the public domain (like "Vitruvian Man") are not subject to copyright.








For more than a decade, Ravensburger sold a 1,000-piece puzzle with the image of the famed drawing. But in 2019, the Italian government and the Gallerie dell'Accademia in Venice, where the famous work and other da Vinci pieces are on display, used the Italian code to demand Ravensburger stop selling the puzzle and pay a licensing fee.



Ravensburger refused, and later argued that the Italian code did not apply outside of Italy.



In 2022, a Venice court ordered the company to pay a penalty of 1,500 euros (or about $1,630) to the government and the Gallerie dell'Accademia for each day it delays payment.



But last month, the legal battle took a turn when a court in Germany sided with Ravensburger, ruling that the company does not have to pay up and that Italy's cultural heritage code did not apply outside its border. The court said the Italian code broke with European law that standardizes copyright protections for 70 years after the death of the artist. (Da Vinci has been dead for 505 years.)



"The Italian state does not have the regulatory power to apply it outside Italian territory," the German court ruled. "The opposite view violates the sovereignty of the individual states and must therefore be rejected."



But Italy has continued to push back. A spokesman for the Italian government 
told an Italian news outlet
 last week that the German ruling was "abnormal" and that the government would challenge it before "every national, international and community court."



Italy's Ministry of Culture did not respond to multiple requests for comment.



Heinrich Huentelmann, a spokesman for Ravensburger, said in a statement on Tuesday that the company remained in contact with the involved parties and was endeavoring to resolve the conflict.



Ravensburger stopped selling the puzzle worldwide amid the legal battle, Mr. Huentelmann said, but a quick Google search revealed similar puzzles made by other companies are still available online.



Eleonora Rosati, an Italian-qualified lawyer and professor of intellectual property law at Stockholm University, said Italian officials were attempting to simultaneously safeguard the country's cultural heritage and monetize it.



Companies both inside and outside of Italy that use Italian culture heritage pieces on products may want to operate with caution, Ms. Rosati said. She noted that in 2014 Italian officials famously went after an Illinois-based gun maker for 
using an image of Michelangelo's statue of David to promote a rifle
.



Italian officials again screamed foul in 2022 when the Uffizi Gallery in Florence 
sued Jean Paul Gaultier for reproducing the image of a Botticelli
 painting on clothing. And last year, a court in Florence 
ruled against GQ Italia
 for using an image of the David statue on the cover of one of its magazines in 2020 without permission.



"I don't think that this German decision is the final word that has been spelled on this matter, and indeed all those using the images of Italian cultural heritage may want to assess the risk they are facing in doing that," Ms. Rosati said. "Right now, the situation has become quite heated."



But Italy's fervent approach to protecting culturally important works could backfire, according to Geraldine Johnson, a professor of art history at the University of Oxford.



"The result might be that legitimate companies that could be producing high-quality goods depicting iconic Italian works of art will turn instead to non-Italian objects," Ms. Johnson said, noting that such a shift might reduce that influence of Italian culture globally while illegal counterfeit goods continue to be made cheaply with images deemed unlawful by the Italian courts.



"That would not seem to be in the best interests of increasing Italy's global status and relevance through the 'soft' power of iconic visual imagery," she said.
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Guest Essay



Anxious Parents Are the Ones Who Need Help








By Mathilde Ross


Apr 08, 2024


This month, across the country, a new cohort of students is being accepted into colleges. And, if recent trends continue, the start of the new school year will kick off another record-breaking season for anxiety on campus.



I'm talking about the parents. The kids are mostly fine.



Let me explain. Most emotions, even unpleasant ones, are normal. But the word is out about increasing rates of mental health problems on campus, and that's got parents worrying. Fair enough. The statistics are startling -- in 2022, 
nearly 14 percent of 18- to 25-year-olds
 reported having serious thoughts about suicide.



But parents are allowing their anxiety to take over, and it's not helping anyone, least of all their children. If a child calls home too much, there must be a crisis! And if a child calls too little, there must be a crisis! Either way, the panicked parent picks up the phone and calls the college counseling center to talk to someone like me.



I am a psychiatrist who has worked at a major university's mental health clinic for 16 years. Much of next year's freshman class was born the year before I started working here. Technically, my job is to keep my door open and help students through crises, big and small. But I have also developed a comprehensive approach to the assessment and treatment of anxious parents.



The typical call from a parent begins like this: "I think my son/daughter is suffering from anxiety." My typical reply is: "Anxiety in this setting is usually normal, because major life transitions like living away from home for the first time are commonly associated with elevated anxiety." Parents used to be satisfied with this kind of answer, thanked me, hung up, called their children and encouraged them to think long-term: "This too shall pass." And most everyone carried on.



But these days this kind of thinking just convinces parents that I don't know what I'm talking about. In the circular logic of mental health awareness, a clinician's reassurance that situational anxiety is most likely normal and time-limited leads a parent to believe that the clinician may be missing a serious mental health condition.



Today's parents are suffering from anxiety about anxiety, which is actually much more serious than anxiety. It's self-fulfilling and not easily soothed by logic or evidence, such as the knowledge that most everyone adjusts to college just fine.



Anxiety about anxiety has gotten so bad that some parents actually worry if their student 
isn't 
anxious. This puts a lot of pressure on unanxious students -- it creates anxiety about anxiety about anxiety. (This happens all the time. Well-meaning parents tell their kid to make an appointment with our office to make sure their adjustment to college is going OK.) If the student says she's fine, the parents worry that she isn't being forthright. This is the conundrum of anxiety about anxiety -- there's really no easy way to combat it.



But I do have some advice for parents. The first thing I'd like to say, and I mean it in the kindest possible way, is: Get a grip.



As for your kids, I would like to help you with some age-appropriate remedies. If your child calls during the first weeks of college feeling anxious, consider saying any of the following: You'll get through this; this is normal; we'll laugh about this phone call at Thanksgiving. Or, say anything that was helpful to you the last time you started something new. Alternatively, you could say nothing. Just listening really helps. It's the entire basis of my profession.



If the anxiety is connected to academic performance -- for instance, if your child is having difficulty following the professor and thinks everyone in class is smarter -- consider saying, "Do the reading." Several times a semester, a student I've counseled tells me he or she discovered the secret to college: Show up for class prepared! This is often whispered rather sheepishly, even though my office is private.



Anxiety about oral presentations is also quite common. You know what I tell students? "Rehearse your speech." Parents, you can say things like this, too. Practice it: "Son, you wouldn't believe how helpful practice is."



I can prepare you for advanced topics, too. Let's say your child is exhausted and having trouble waking up for class; he thinks he has a medical problem or maybe a sleep disorder. Consider telling him to go to bed earlier. Common sense is still allowed.



What if a roommate is too loud or too quiet, too messy or too neat? Advise your kid to talk to the roommate, to take the conversation to the problem's source.



If your child is worrying about something more serious, like failing out of college: This is quite common in the first few weeks on campus. Truth be told, failing all of one's classes and being expelled as a result, all within the first semester, is essentially impossible and is particularly rare among those students who are worrying about it. The administrative process simply doesn't happen that fast. Besides, you haven't paid enough tuition yet.



I'm making my job sound easy, and it's not. I'm making kids sound simple, and they're not. They are my life's work. Some kids walk through my door in serious pain. But most don't. Most just need a responsible adult to show them the way. And most of what I do can be handled by any adult who has been through a thing or two, which is to say, any parent.



I worry that the current obsession with mental health awareness is disempowering parents from helping their adult children handle ordinary things. People are increasingly fearful that any normal emotion is a sign of something serious. But if you send your adult children to a mental health professional at the first sign of distress, you deprive yourself of the opportunity to strengthen your relationship with them. This is the beginning of their adult relationship with you. Show them the way.



The transition to college is full of excitement and its cousin, anxiety. I enjoy shepherding young people through this rite of passage. Parents should try enjoying it, too.



Mathilde Ross is a senior staff psychiatrist at Boston University Health Services.
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Everyone Wants to Seize Russia's Money. It's a Terrible Idea.








By Christopher Caldwell


Apr 09, 2024


The Republican House speaker, Mike Johnson, has brought a glimmer of hope to supporters of the Ukrainian war effort. He suggested to Fox News on March 31 that he would try to rally his divided party behind the so-called 
REPO Act
. That piece of legislation would allow President Biden, working with European allies, to seize Russian currency reserves frozen in the West and use them to aid Ukraine.



Grabbing these reserves would be politically convenient. Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the United States and its allies have thrown more than a quarter-trillion dollars into the war, to little ultimate effect. Ukraine has lately suffered a string of battlefield defeats. Prolonging the war is a project that Americans of all political leanings have been steadily less willing to fund through taxes.



Mr. Johnson backs Ukraine's war effort, and sees supporting it as a responsibility of American leadership. But his caucus -- more in tune with the Republican voter base -- has stymied him. The REPO Act might offer both Mr. Johnson and Mr. Biden a way to duck controversy.



Thus far, the idea of supplying Ukraine through a spending bill has brought scorn from congressional Republicans who wonder whether Americans' taxes wouldn't be better spent on defending the U.S.-Mexico border. The REPO Act, by contrast, could make "Russia foot the bill for its own aggression," as a group of Brookings Institution scholars 
puts it
. Mr. Johnson himself calls it "pure poetry." It is a tempting idea.



But it is a bad one. In any free country there is a constitutional wariness of allowing the government to do 
anything
 without levying taxes, for good reason. Taxes and accountability go together. Generally, if citizens aren't paying for a government program through taxes, they are paying for it in some less straightforward way -- by taking on debt, for instance, or permitting an outsize governmental role for some corporation or other private interest.



The REPO Act carries additional risks. The very act of seizing Russian assets would pose dangers to the U.S. economy, because other countries, not just Russia, would view it as an act of brigandage. This could weaken the dollar's status as the main global reserve currency.



The dollar is probably the most valuable strategic asset the United States has. We exercise a degree of control over the world economy because the world, for trading purposes, allows its transactions to pass through our currency. This leaves us with cheaper transaction costs and lighter financial burdens. It gives us leeway to run up debt ($34 trillion of it so far) that other countries lack.



If Russia, China and other diplomatic rivals were to decide that their dollar assets were vulnerable and that they could no longer trust the dollar as a means of exchange, we would feel the pain of that $34 trillion in debt in a way that we don't now. Retaining the advantages of a reserve currency depends on our behaving as a trustworthy and neutral custodian of others' assets. If we start stealing people's money, that could change.



At the start of the war, Russia had about $600 billion in reserves. That means securities denominated in euros, dollars, British pounds, yen and various other stable, convertible currencies, along with gold. In normal times, Russia, like other countries, holds those currencies to facilitate trade and stabilize its own currency. Little of that money -- a few billion dollars -- is in the United States. Most talk of seizing Russian assets concerns the roughly $300 billion held in Europe, the bulk of it at a depository in Belgium called Euroclear.



Although Europeans regulate this money, they have mostly followed America's lead on diplomatic and strategic matters since the start of the war. Individual European countries, above all Germany, have urged caution before laying hands on Russia's reserves, fearing that such a move would jeopardize the euro's own status as a (lesser) reserve currency. The REPO Act could goad them to act more aggressively.



The European Union has proposed a compromise between leaving the money alone and seizing it all. It has asked Euroclear to hold in separate accounts the profits generated by its Russian assets. These profits could then be taxed at a high rate, and the proceeds delivered to Ukraine, an accounting maneuver expected to yield about $3 billion a year.



Other Europeans have proposed a more reckless course. They argue that Russia's hundreds of billions of dollars should be used as collateral for a large Western war loan to Ukraine, to be repaid out of anticipated reparations, for which the European Union could replace Ukraine as the claimant.



These debates come down to the difference between 
freezing
 assets and 
seizing 
them. For the last few months Mr. Biden and his administration have called for seizing the Russian reserves outright and using them to fund the war against Russia -- a move that would be, if not entirely unprecedented, then at least radical. Freezing reserves happens. Actually seizing them has been done only in drastic circumstances, and then only in a limited way.



The United States froze Iranian assets in the opening days of the hostage crisis of 1979 -- but most of these were unfrozen two years later. Frozen assets were used to pay war reparations to Kuwaiti victims of Iraq's 1990 invasion -- but that was according to a plan approved by the U.N. Security Council the following year. The United States seized about $1.7 billion from Iraq in 2003 -- but that was in the midst of war. And last September Mr. Biden himself returned a few billion dollars of frozen assets to Iran as part of a deal that saw the repatriation of Americans imprisoned there. Freezing has generally not meant seizing.



Things started changing, though, with the disorderly withdrawal of American troops from Afghanistan in the summer of 2021. In the aftermath, the Biden administration froze the country's $7 billion in reserves, earmarking half of it for a compensation fund for the families of victims of the Sept. 11 attacks. Even though it was arguably a wartime measure, this kind of seizure was irregular and surprising. Few viewed it as a precedent: Russia's central bank was not hiding its reserves through shell companies or other trickery on the eve of its Ukraine invasion. No one seems to have considered the possibility that a foreign banking authority might simply take the money.



Mr. Biden and Mr. Johnson, in their different ways, are each claiming the mantle of moral leadership for their respective parties. "American leadership is what holds the world together," Mr. Biden said last fall, and walking away from Ukraine, he contends, would put that leadership at risk. Mr. Johnson has accused Mr. Biden of "projecting weakness" in his foreign policy, and is presenting an alternative.



The larger worry is not moral but practical. If the REPO Act is enacted, then currency seizures, now seen as a tool of last resort, might turn into standard operating procedure, to America's detriment. Any foreign government liable to having an American voting bloc riled up against it -- China, for starters -- would think twice before parking its assets in the United States or with one of its NATO allies.



That is not yet a probability, but it is a possibility that no politician of either party should lose sight of. For decades now, the United States has been deferring hard decisions at home and abroad and papering over partisan divisions with the tens of trillions of dollars that our advantageous international position has allowed us to borrow. Our options, though, are narrowing. If Mr. Johnson thinks the United States is "projecting weakness" now, wait till he sees it without its reserve currency.
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Thomas L. Friedman



Israel: Cease-Fire, Get Hostages, Leave Gaza, Rethink Everything








By Thomas L. Friedman


Apr 10, 2024


Israel today is at a strategic point in its war in Gaza, and there is every indication that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is going to choose the wrong path -- and take the Biden administration along for a very dangerous and troubling ride. It is so dangerous and troubling that Israel's best option, when all is said and done, might be to leave a rump Hamas leadership in power in Gaza. Yes, you read that right.



To understand why, let's look back a bit. I argued in October that Israel was making a 
terrible mistake
 by rushing headlong into invading Gaza, the way America did in Afghanistan after 9/11. I thought Israel should have focused first on getting back its hostages, delegitimizing Hamas for its murderous and rapacious Oct. 7 rampage, and going after Hamas's leadership in a targeted way -- more Munich, less Dresden. That is, a military response akin to how Israel tracked down the killers of its athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympics, and not how the U.S. turned Dresden into a pile of rubble in World War II.



But I understood that many Israelis felt they had a moral and strategic right and necessity to go into Gaza and remove Hamas "
once and for all
." In which case, I argued, Israel would need three things -- time, legitimacy, and military and other resources from the U.S. The reason: The ambitious goal of wiping out Hamas could not be completed quickly (if at all); the military operation would end up killing innocent civilians, given how Hamas had tunneled under them; and it would leave a security and government vacuum in Gaza that would have to be filled by the non-Hamas Palestinian Authority in the West Bank, which would have to be upgraded and transformed to take on that task.



In short, Israel would need to fight this war with the least collateral damage for Palestinian civilians and accompany it with a political horizon for a new relationship between Israelis and Palestinians, built around two nation-states for two indigenous peoples. Doing so would give Israel a chance to say to the world that this was not a war of vengeance or occupation, but a war to eliminate the Palestinian entity that was out to destroy any two-state solution -- Hamas -- and create the political space for a deal with the Palestinian Authority, which is still committed to a two-state deal. That approach would have won the support, funding and, I think, even peacekeeping troops of moderate Arab states like the U.A.E.



Unfortunately, Netanyahu and his military did not pursue that course. They opted for the worst strategic combination: Militarily they opted for the Dresden approach, which, though it may have ended up killing some 13,000 Hamas fighters, also killed thousands of Palestinian civilians, leaving hundreds of thousands of others injured, displaced or homeless -- and delegitimizing, for many around the world, what Israel thought was a just war.



And diplomatically, instead of accompanying this war strategy with an initiative that would buy Israel at least some time, legitimacy and resources to dismantle Hamas, Netanyahu refused to offer any political horizon or exit strategy and expressly ruled out any collaboration with the Palestinian Authority under orders from the Jewish supremacists in his governing coalition.



That is an utterly insane strategy.



It has locked Israel into a politically unwinnable war, and it has ended up isolating America, imperiling our regional and global interests, compromising Israel's support in the U.S. and fracturing the base of President Biden's Democratic Party.



And the timing is truly awful. The Biden foreign policy team, led by Secretary of State Antony Blinken and National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan, have just finished working out the draft of a new strategic deal with Saudi Arabia -- including a civil nuclear program, advanced arms and much deeper security ties. The deal, a senior Biden administration official told me, could be wrapped up in a matter of weeks -- but for one element. It hinges on Saudi Arabia normalizing relations with Israel in return for Israel ending the war in Gaza, getting out of the Strip and agreeing to a defined "pathway" for a two-state outcome -- with clear metrics in terms of what both Israel and the Palestinian Authority would have to do and in what time frames.



We are talking about a game-changing deal -- precisely the deal that an Iran-backed Hamas launched this war on Oct. 7 to undermine, because it would have isolated Iran and Hamas. But the war in Gaza has to end first and Israel needs a government ready to embark on a two-state pathway.



Which takes us to this fork in the road. My preference is that Israel immediately change course. That is, join with the Biden administration in embracing that pathway to a two-state deal that would open the way for Saudi normalization and also give cover for the Palestinian Authority and moderate Arab states to try to establish non-Hamas governance in Gaza in Israel's place. And -- as the Biden team urged Netanyahu privately -- forget entirely about invading Rafah and instead use a targeted approach to take out the rest of the Hamas leadership.



Even if Israel is intent on ignoring the U.S. advice, I pray it doesn't try to invade Rafah and reject Palestinian Authority involvement in Gaza's future. Because that would be an invitation for a permanent Israeli occupation of Gaza and a permanent Hamas insurgency. It would bleed Israel economically, militarily and diplomatically in very dangerous ways.



So dangerous that I believe Israel would actually be better off agreeing to Hamas's demand for a total Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and a cease-fire and an all-for-all deal -- all Israeli hostages in return for all Palestinian prisoners held by Israel. In other words, if Israel is not going to partner with the Palestinian Authority and moderate Arab states to create different governance in Gaza, and create conditions for normalizing relations with Saudi Arabia, Israel needs to get its hostages back, end the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, get out of Gaza, have a new election and do a deep rethink.



Please, Israel, do not get sucked into Rafah and permanently occupy Gaza. It will be a disaster.



"Friedman, you mean you would let a militarily decimated Hamas and its murderous leader Yahya Sinwar govern Gaza again?"



Yes, for the near term. As I said, this is not my preferred choice. It's because Netanyahu has left Israel WITH NO OTHER CHOICE. He refuses to have Israeli troops govern Gaza and won't bring in the Palestinian Authority. That leaves only two options: Gaza becoming a Somali-like gangland on the Mediterranean; or Gaza being held together with some flimsy Hamas governance.



If I were Israel, I'd take a weakened Hamas over Somalia, for two reasons.



I have no illusions that the morning after a cease-fire commences and Sinwar comes out, some will wildly cheer him for the hurt he inflicted on Israel. But the morning after the morning after, Sinwar will face brutal questioning from Gazans: Where's my house, where's my job, who gave you the right to expose my children to death and devastation?



It is the best punishment I can imagine for Sinwar. Let him own all of Gaza's travails that he so recklessly exacerbated -- not Israel. Only Palestinians can delegitimize Hamas, and though it won't be easy, and Hamas will kill anyone to hold power, this time we won't be talking about just a handful of dissidents.



Amira Hass, Haaretz's well-informed reporter on Palestinian affairs, recently wrote 
a story
 based on phone interviews with Gazans, with this headline: "'People Are Constantly Cursing Sinwar': Gazans Opposing Hamas Are Sure They're the Majority."



It read: "The donkey cart full of people and mattresses is one of the sights of the war on Gaza and the current siege. 'More than once, I've heard a cart owner urging his donkey on and saying something like, 'Move it, Yahya Sinwar, move it,' says Basel (a pseudonym, as I've used for everyone in this article). ... Yes, Israel bombs and kills, Basel says, but he refuses to absolve Hamas from responsibility for the catastrophe that has befallen the Gazans 'People are constantly 
cursing Sinwar
, but this isn't reflected in the journalists' reports,' he says. 'I know that I speak for a lot of people,' Basel says. 'I have the right to speak, if only because I'm one of the millions whose lives Hamas is gambling with for crazy slogans with no basis in reality.'"



For the time, if it happens, when Israel gets out of Gaza and has its hostages back, the Biden team is already talking to Egypt about working closely with the U.S. and Israel to ensure Hamas can never again smuggle in the sorts of arms it did in the past under the Egypt-Gaza border. Israel could say that every ounce of food and medicine that Gazans need will be delivered, as well as the bags of cement for rebuilding from countries that might want to help. But if one ounce is found going to dig new attack tunnels, rebuild rocket factories or restart rocket attacks on Israel, the borders will close. Again, let Sinwar deal with that dilemma: Go back to Hamas's old ways and starve his people -- or keep the cease-fire.



The second reason is that it won't be just Gazans going after Sinwar and Hamas. Plenty of Palestinians understand that Sinwar cynically launched this war because he was losing influence to both more moderate factions in Hamas and to his archrival, the Fatah political movement, which runs the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah. He also feared this possible deal between Israel, Saudi Arabia and the Palestinians.



As Hussein Ibish, an expert at the Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington, who has provided some of the most clearsighted analyses of this war from the start, argued in a 
recent essay
 in The Daily Beast, Hamas wanted to provoke a massive Israeli response to Oct. 7 in part to corner Fatah. "A surge of nationalist sentiment and shared outrage at the mass killing and suffering of the 2.2 million Palestinian civilians in Gaza muffled nationalist leaders like President Mahmoud Abbas (also the chairman of the P.L.O.) in publicly acknowledging Hamas' breathtaking cynicism," he wrote.



But now, Ibish notes, the gloves are coming off: When Hamas complained about the Palestinian Authority's decision to appoint a new prime minister, without Hamas's input, Fatah shot back with a statement noting that Hamas consulted no one before launching "an adventure on Oct. 7 that has led to a nakba that is more severe than the 1948 Nakba." "Nakba" means catastrophe.



Ibish concluded, "If these accusations are repeated -- as they certainly should be on a daily, if not hourly, basis -- they could create the permission structure for ordinary Palestinians everywhere, and especially in Gaza, to begin honestly asking themselves why Hamas acted on Oct. 7 without regard to the impact on the people of Gaza or making any preparations whatsoever for them."



This dynamic is the only way to marginalize Hamas and Islamic Jihad -- by Palestinians themselves discrediting these groups for what they are: mad and murderous proxies of Iran, whose leadership is ready to sacrifice endless Palestinian lives to pursue its aspiration for regional hegemony. If Palestinians cannot or will not do that, they will never get a state.



Just a brief word about Iran. As I feared, Israel has played into its hands beautifully from Tehran's point of view. By invading Gaza with no morning-after plan, while also occupying the West Bank, Israel is now overstretched militarily, economically and morally -- while deflecting attention from the fact that Iran is accelerating its nuclear program and expanding its influence as the biggest occupying power in the Middle East today.



Iran indirectly controls large swaths of five Arab states or territory (Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen and part of Gaza) using local proxies ready to sell out their own people for Iran's benefit. Iran has helped to keep each Arab entity war torn or failing. Put me down as opposed to both the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and the Iranian occupations of Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen. To decry Israeli settler "colonialism" in the West Bank and ignore Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps "colonialism" in five Arab power centers is utterly dishonest. The Iranian Revolutionary Guards leader who Israel 
killed in Syria
 last week was not there on a tourist visa.



President Biden has a plan: Get to a six-week cease-fire and hostage release. After which, as part of the Saudi-normalization package, the president will come out with a bold peace initiative, what Israeli peace process expert 
Gidi Grinstein
 has called "more for more" -- more security and normalization with Arab states than Israel was ever offered and more Arab and U.S. help for Palestinians to achieve statehood than they've ever experienced. Hopefully, such an initiative can induce everyone to make the cease-fire permanent, and further marginalize Hamas and Iran.



I have read all the articles about how a two-state solution is now impossible. I think they are 95 percent correct. But I am going to focus on the 5-percent chance that they are wrong, and the chance that courageous leadership can make them wrong. Because the alternative is a 100-percent certain forever war, with bigger and more precise weapons that will destroy both societies.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/opinion/israel-hamas-gaza.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




letters



Fixing the Quality Problems at Boeing


Apr 10, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
'Shortcuts' Paint a Picture of Boeing Ceding Quality
" (front page, March 31):



The sad story of Boeing unfortunately seems to be a metaphor for this country. We have quality issues all over our infrastructure; we have world-class institutions struggling to maintain standards; we have political brands that are being devalued because of extreme positions by some leaders.



Boeing -- before being taken over by management brought in through 
the McDonnell Douglas acquisition
 in 1997 -- was by far the best plane maker in the world. But new management in the post-merger period stressed return on investment and profitability rather than engineering and quality, and the company's culture shifted over time.



Charles H. Gessner
Marblehead, Mass.
The writer was an in-house consultant for Swissair.



To the Editor:



Re "
Boeing Chief to Resign in a Major Reshuffle
" (Business, March 26):



Boeing's latest leadership overhaul will achieve the necessary results only if the company does the hard work of 
changing its culture
 as well.



For years, Boeing has been plagued by a culture that has been 
described as "broken," "sick"
 and filled with "
secrecy and intimidation
." Employees were notoriously afraid to speak out about problems they saw internally.



A Harvard Business School professor, Amy Edmondson, once 
called
 Boeing "a textbook case of how the absence of psychological safety -- the assurance that one can speak up, offer ideas, point out problems, or deliver bad news without fear of retribution -- can lead to disastrous results."



Fixing problems in any company requires a culture of openness and information sharing. It means prioritizing curiosity over blame. Employees need to feel free to point out any problems they see and to admit mistakes without fear that a single error will spell the end of their careers.



It's time for Boeing to stop looking for people to point the finger at, and start looking for systemic flaws that allow for these dangerous incidents to occur. The more employees are empowered with a sense of support and a positive team mentality, the further Boeing will get in preventing future disasters.



Jason Korman
Miami
The writer is C.E.O. of Gapingvoid Culture Design Group.



Arizona's Abortion Ban: 'What Century Are We Living In?'




Abortion rights activists outside a news conference addressing the Arizona Supreme Court's ruling to uphold a 160-year-old near-total abortion ban at the Arizona State Capitol in Phoenix on Tuesday.




To the Editor:



Re "
A 160-Year-Old Ban on Abortion Is Reinstated by Arizona Justices
" (front page, April 10):



Color me furious. Arizona has just determined that an 1864 law prohibiting abortions should prevail in that state in 2024.



In 1864 women could not vote, their husbands were their masters, girls could be forced to marry at the age of 10, and they had little indoor plumbing and no electricity. And we are about to turn women's rights back to that era?



I am furious but also confused. What country and what century are we living in? I weep for Arizona and for America.



Barbara Rosen
Fullerton, Calif.



Don't Cancel Student Loans








To the Editor:



Re "
New Biden Bid to Help Pay Off Student Loans
" (front page, April 9):



On Aug. 14, 2023, my check for $8,653.90 paid off the remaining balance of my undergraduate student loans. It is no coincidence that the final balance was less than $10,000, as I had waited to see if the Supreme Court would allow President Biden to "cancel" my federal student loans up to that amount.



When the court announced that it would not allow it, I sent in the money to avoid paying the interest it would soon resume accruing. I am proud that I accepted the obligation and completed it much earlier than planned because of a no-interest forbearance for several years.



I am disappointed that the administration is trying again to cancel student loans for many Americans for two reasons. First, I believe that it is a purely political attempt to garner support for what will probably be a very close election.



Additionally, I believe that canceling loans for some Americans is wrong as it releases people from an obligation they willingly accepted, and it does nothing to address the skyrocketing cost of higher education.



There are better solutions, including lowering the interest rates set by Congress (the current rate for undergraduates is 5.50 percent) on these loans. Lower interest rates would help reduce the "runaway interest" referred to by Education Secretary Miguel Cardona while also ensuring that people have an incentive to pay back their loan obligations as soon as possible.



Christopher M. Palma
Little Silver, N.J.



Why Leave 'Nice' Countries?




Former President Donald J. Trump and his wife, Melania, in Palm Beach, Fla., on Saturday.




To the Editor:



Re "
At Fund-Raiser, Trump Says He Wants More Immigrants From 'Nice' Countries
" (news article, April 8):



As an au pair counselor for over 30 years, I have worked with young women from abroad who come for a year of cultural exchange and providing child care.



They love New York City and traveling around our vast and varied country, but it is rare that they want to stay here permanently.



Au pairs from "nice" countries like Sweden, Australia, Germany or France, for example, want to live back in their home countries, where health care and education from preschool through college are free or low-cost. They need not worry about mass shootings or obtaining an abortion, and they claim that even the food is better!



I knew one au pair from Poland who paid for her flight home, had a root canal and flew back for less than what the procedure would cost here. So, Donald Trump, if you want people from these "nice" countries to come here, some major changes would have to be made.



Eileen Friedman
Port Washington, N.Y.



'Pro-Humanity' Protesters




Hundreds of pro-Palestinian demonstrators gathered outside President Biden's high-dollar fund-raiser at Radio City Music Hall last month, and several made their way inside, repeatedly disrupting the event.




To the Editor:



Re "
Gaza Protests Vex Democrats From White House to City Hall
" (front page, April 7):



In your excellent story about Gaza war protests challenging Democratic leaders, a caption and the body of the story both use the term "pro-Palestinian demonstrators." Use of this term can unnecessarily stoke division and dissension.



I am among those fervently protesting President Biden's policy on the war in Gaza. I am neither pro-Israeli nor pro-Palestinian. I support Israel's right to defend itself, but not by the heinous tactics of siege and bombardment that have left Gaza in rubble, tens of thousands dead and Gazans on the brink of starvation.



My America does not support these kinds of war tactics by any nation, including its allies. This is a deeply moral issue for many of us, and it cannot be boiled down to pro-Palestinian. It is pro-humanity.



Nancy Ketcham-Colwill
Arlington, Va.



Caring About Fish Benefits Us



To the Editor:



Re "
Politicians Aren't Even Fooling Themselves
," by Gail Collins and Bret Stephens (The Conversation, April 2):



Mr. Stephens's comment about environmental regulations, "Let's protect people and care less about, say, fish," belongs in the pre-"Silent Spring" era. Protecting the health of fish populations benefits not only the ecosystem but also the well-being of industries such as commercial and recreational fishing and tourism. New Yorkers should be proud of their efforts to protect the Hudson River.



For a national and global perspective, readers should look at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 
One Health approach
, which "recognizes that the health of people is closely connected to the health of animals and our shared environment."



Fred Pinkney
Takoma Park, Md.
The writer is an aquatic biologist.
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From Nasty Insults to an Embassy Raid: Latin American Relations Get Personal



Ecuador's raid of Mexico's embassy shows how foreign policy is often driven by personal politics, not national interest.




Police and military officials outside the Mexican Embassy in Quito, Ecuador, where they forcibly removed a former Ecuadorean vice president, Jorge Glas.




By Julie Turkewitz, Natalie Kitroeff and Genevieve Glatsky


Apr 10, 2024


Ecuador was once famous for sheltering a man on the lam: For seven years it allowed WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange to hole up in its embassy in London, invoking an international treaty that makes diplomatic premises places of refuge.



Then, last week, the South American nation appeared to tear that treaty to shreds, sending the police 
into the Mexican Embassy in Quito
 -- over Mexico's protests -- where they arrested a former vice president accused of corruption.



President Daniel Noboa of Ecuador 
defended the decision
 to detain the former vice president, Jorge Glas, calling him a criminal and citing the country's growing security crisis to justify the move.



But his critics said it was one of the most egregious violations of the treaty since its creation in 1961. They saw a more personal motive: Mr. Noboa's political agenda.



Ecuador has been engulfed in record levels of violence, and Mr. Noboa, a young center-right leader, is eager to look tough on crime. He is just days away from a national referendum that, if approved, would give him sweeping new powers to tackle insecurity -- and potentially help him get re-elected next year.



Mr. Noboa 
characterized
 the embassy raid and arrest of Mr. Glas as a way to show Ecuador that he is working hard to go after accused criminals.



But, several analysts say, his government's decision to forcibly enter the embassy is among the most flagrant examples of a dynamic that has become all-too-familiar around the world, with Latin America being no exception: foreign policy driven less by lofty principles or national interest, and more by the personal aims of leaders hoping to preserve their own political future.




President Daniel Noboa of Ecuador at an event in El Quinche, Ecuador, on Monday.




"Foreign policy has never been pure, it's often been motivated by domestic or individual political interests," said Dan Restrepo, who served as President Barack Obama's top adviser on Latin America. "But in the Americas there certainly has been an intensification of the personal in recent years."



Across the region, the diplomatic rhetoric has deteriorated, with presidents lashing out at one another with a barrage of insults that may appear petty on the world stage but have the potential to play well at home, particularly with their ideological bases.



President Gustavo Petro, Colombia's left-wing leader, has clashed since last year with El Salvador's right-wing president, Nayib Bukele. Mr. Petro accused Mr. Bukele of running prisons as "concentration camps," and Mr. Bukele spotlighted corruption allegations against Mr. Petro's son.



"Everything ok at home?" Mr. Bukele 
wrote
 tauntingly on the platform X.



Argentina's right-wing president, Javier Milei, has sparred with Mr. Petro, whom he recently called a "murderous terrorist," leading Mr. Petro to expel Argentine diplomats. (He later reinstated them.)



Mr. Milei has also tussled with President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador of Mexico, calling him an "ignoramus" and once referring to his supporters as members of the "small penis club." Mr. Lopez Obrador in turn has labeled Mr. Milei an "ultraconservative fascist."



The dispute between Mexico and Ecuador first emerged in December, when the Mexican Embassy in Ecuador allowed Mr. Glas to stay there after being welcomed "as a guest,'' Mexico's Foreign Ministry said.



Mr. Lopez Obrador then incurred Ecuador's wrath when he publicly questioned the legitimacy of its presidential election, leading Mr. Noboa's government to expel the Mexican ambassador. It was the third time a Latin American country had expelled a Mexican ambassador since Mr. Lopez Obrador took office in 2018.



The spat continued to escalate, until finally the police raided the embassy and arrested Mr. Glas last week.



At his daily news conference on Tuesday, Mr. Lopez Obrador called the embassy arrest in Ecuador "a violation not just of the sovereignty of our country, but of international law." (Ecuador's action has been broadly condemned, including by the United States, the Organization of American States and countries across Latin America.) 



Mexico has a 
long history of offering dissidents
 refuge. But the government did not offer much clarity on why it eventually granted Mr. Glas asylum, prompting critics to question whether Mexico's president, a longtime standard-bearer of the country's left, was simply trying to protect an ideological ally. Mr. Glas served in a leftist administration.



"What is the national interest being served here in terms of Ecuador's or Mexico's position in the world? That's a question no one has an answer for, because there is none," said Carlos Bravo Regidor, a political analyst based in Mexico City. "There's the personal or ideological reasons of the leaders, and that's it."



Ecuador's arrest of Mr. Glas seemed a stark departure from its own willingness to harbor Mr. Assange in its embassy in London for so long.



Mr. Assange is accused of violating the U.S. Espionage Act with WikiLeaks' publication of classified military and diplomatic documents.



He was allowed into Ecuador's Embassy by its president at the time, Rafael Correa, a leftist who had an antagonistic relationship with the United States.



But then President Lenin Moreno took office in Ecuador, and he sought to distance himself from Mr. Correa and build warmer relations with the United States. It was Mr. Moreno's government that permitted Mr. Assange's eventual arrest.



The WikiLeaks founder remains in British custody and is fighting extradition to the United States.



Mr. Glas served as vice president under Mr. Correa, who in 2020 was convicted on corruption charges and has escaped prison by living abroad. Mr. Lopez Obrador recently praised Mr. Correa for his 
"very good government."



(Following Mr. Glas' transfer to a detention center, authorities in Ecuador said on Monday that they found him in a coma. On Tuesday, the prison authority announced that his condition had improved and he was returned to jail.)




Mr. Glas in Quito, Ecuador in 2017. He was forcibly removed from the Mexican Embassy in Quito.




Mr. Lopez Obrador has generally prioritized domestic politics, traveling abroad infrequently and focusing instead on 
big infrastructure projects
 and social programs at home.



Much of Mr. Lopez Obrador's outward attention has been consumed by his relationship with the United States, in which he has gained 
significant leverage because of his role in managing the migration crisis
.



Yet Mr. Lopez Obrador has also been a vocal defender of governments associated with the left across the region. In 2022, he snubbed the Biden administration by refusing to attend a summit hosted by the United States because it excluded Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela.



In a dramatic episode, 
Mr. Lopez Obrador's government sent a military plane
 to bring the former Bolivian president Evo Morales to Mexico City in 2019.



Mexico also gave refuge to allies of Mr. Morales in its diplomatic premises in Bolivia's capital -- prompting the country 
to expel
 Mexico's ambassador.



Then in late 2022, Mexico granted asylum to the family of Peru's ousted leftist president, Pedro Castillo, who was in jail following an attempt to dissolve congress. Peru responded by 
kicking out the Mexican ambassador
.




President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador of Mexico has publicly questioned the legitimacy of Ecuador's election.




Mr. Lopez Obrador 
later insisted that Mr. Castillo
 was Peru's "legal and legitimate president," and accused the country's government of "racism" for jailing Mr. Castillo.



The provocative comments, experts said, were part of a pattern. While Mr. Lopez Obrador has said the pillar of his foreign policy is not interfering in other country's domestic affairs -- and expecting others to treat Mexico the same -- he's been unafraid to voice his own views of some of his neighbors' internal politics.



"It's surprising that a president who says the principle of nonintervention guides Mexico's foreign policy opines on the internal political affairs of these two countries without justification," said Natalia Saltalamacchia, the head of international studies at the Technological Autonomous Institute of Mexico, referring to Peru and Ecuador.



The diplomatic spats have the potential to have real-world effects at a moment when tackling some of the region's biggest issues -- migration, climate change and transnational crime -- requires regional cooperation.



In Ecuador, the 
police say
 that Mexico's most powerful cartels, Sinaloa and Jalisco New Generation, are financing a ballooning narco-trafficking industry that has fueled violence and death.



If Mr. Noboa's government "really wanted to confront organized crime," said Agustin Burbano de Lara, an Ecuadorean political analyst, "what we should have is a closer collaboration with Mexico, not this diplomatic impasse with Mexico."
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Jacob Zuma, South Africa's Scandal-Ridden Ex-President, Is Running Again



The 81-year-old former leader has been cleared to appear on the ballot as an opposition candidate in May's parliamentary election. Unless the decision is reversed, he could become a kingmaker -- or even president once again.




Former South African President Jacob Zuma, in blue, at an event near Cape Town, last month. He has broken with the governing African National Congress, and is heading a new political party.




By Lynsey Chutel


Apr 10, 2024


Jacob Zuma, who 
resigned as South Africa's president in shame
 in 2018, is now staging his biggest comeback act yet by running in next month's parliamentary elections with an upstart opposition party at the top of its ticket -- the slot designated for a party's presidential contender.



Mr. Zuma's participation in the race is a blow to a faltering African National Congress -- the party he once led -- which has governed the country since the end of apartheid three decades ago. The A.N.C. and its leader, the country's current president, Cyril Ramaphosa, are now struggling to win back the trust of voters disillusioned by a stagnant economy and years of corruption.



Mr. Zuma, who is 81, won a big victory on Tuesday when he was cleared by a court to be on the ballot, despite having served time in prison for refusing to testify in a corruption inquiry. On Wednesday, his party -- uMkhonto weSizwe -- released its list of national candidates with his name at the top.



His party, known as MK, was formed only last December, but has already climbed in the polls, gained ground in local elections and won several legal battles for the right to contest the May 29 election.



If MK does well enough in the parliamentary elections, Mr. Zuma will secure a seat in Parliament. The new lawmakers will then elect the country's next president. As a member of Parliament, Mr. Zuma would be eligible to be president, or could play kingmaker if the A.N.C. does not win enough seats to form a government -- as many political analysts anticipate.



"The victory of the MK marks disaster for the A.N.C.," said Bheki Mngomezulu, the director for the Center for the Advancement of Non-Racialism and Democracy at Nelson Mandela University.



The country's Independent Electoral Commission, which had barred him from running, has three days to challenge Tuesday's ruling allowing Mr. Zuma's candidacy. The commission said it was now seeking legal advice. But analysts warned that another court challenge so close to a crucial election could damage the commission's reputation and play in Mr. Zuma's favor.




Supporters of former South African President Jacob Zuma stand outside the Electoral High Court in Johannesburg, on Monday.




The A.N.C., which 
suspended Mr. Zuma as a party member in January
 over his campaigning for MK, has tried several times to stop the new rival's momentum.



It challenged the legality of MK's electoral registration last month, but lost a court bid. Then it tried to stop Mr. Zuma's new party, which bears the name of the A.N.C.'s apartheid-era armed wing, from using a name and colors historically associated with the party of Nelson Mandela, arguing that to do so would create confusion among voters. The court ruled in favor of Mr. Zuma then, too.



When the special electoral court sided with Mr. Zuma on Tuesday, it did not give reasons for its decision to allow him to run as a candidate. An earlier decision by the Independent Electoral Commission had ruled him ineligible to run because of the 15-month prison sentence he received for defying a court order in a national corruption inquiry three years ago. Mr. Zuma's lawyers argued that he was in fact eligible, because he had been released on medical parole two months into his sentence and was later pardoned by President Ramaphosa, his successor and now political rival.



Mr. Zuma, no stranger to the courts, has turned these court appearances into spontaneous political rallies.



Like former U.S. President Donald J. Trump, the Republican front-runner in the coming American election, Mr. Zuma has spun his legal battles into a tale of political persecution that his supporters have lapped up. During his televised court hearing this week, Mr. Zuma's lawyers accused the Independent Electoral Commission of political bias.



"The attitude has been, 'Let's see where we can catch him,'" Dali Mpofu, Mr. Zuma's lawyer, told the court.



Mr. Zuma's new party has expressed confidence that these and older court battles, including a corruption trial that has dragged on for years, will not deter voters.



"If we felt there was any merit to those accusations, we probably would have reconsidered," Lebogang Moepeng, the party's treasurer general, said in an interview.



He said the party had already attracted 3.8 million members via its online platform, with many new sign-ups coming from Johannesburg and the cities of South Africa's economic hub, Gauteng Province. This, Mr. Moepeng said, showed support for MK beyond Mr. Zuma's traditional stronghold, KwaZulu-Natal Province in the east of the country.




Mr. Zuma speaking to supporters of the uMkhonto weSizwe outside the High Court in Durban, South Africa, last month. He has used court appearances to rally support.




The growing support for MK is also threatening the country's traditional opposition parties. Of all the A.N.C. leaders, many South Africans still see Mr. Zuma as the one who is "closest to the people," said Mr. Mngomezulu, the political analyst.



In Kwa-Zulu Natal, where Mr. Zuma's face began appearing on campaign posters earlier this year, the A.N.C. maintained that it did not feel threatened by having Mr. Zuma's face on the ballot now, too.



"It has no impact on the A.N.C.," said Nhlakanipho Ntombela, who heads the party's campaign efforts in the province.



Although the party's membership swelled when Mr. Zuma came to power in 2014, Mr. Ntombela added, its support then declined while he was president.
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He Wanted to Serve His Community in Gaza. He Paid With His Life.



The killing of foreign aid workers from World Central Kitchen brought international outrage. The death of their Palestinian driver drew less attention.




Relatives and friends carrying the body of Saifeddin Abutaha, an aid worker for World Central Kitchen in Gaza, during his funeral last week in Rafah.




By Liam Stack and Bilal Shbair


Apr 10, 2024


Saifeddin Abutaha, an aid worker for World Central Kitchen, was on his way home to see his mother when an Israeli missile struck the car he was driving in a humanitarian convoy last week.



Mr. Abutaha, 25, doted on his parents, and he texted them frequently while out delivering aid across the Gaza Strip, which is on the brink of famine after six months of war. In his final hours, he had pivoted between delivering food and making family Ramadan plans, his brother, Abdul Raziq Abutaha, said in an interview.



But since his death on Apr. 1, their mother, Inshirah -- who once daydreamed of seeing Saifeddin get married -- has been unable to accept that he is gone.



"She still has not eaten anything since he died," said Abdul Raziq, 33. He said that she keeps saying, "'He will be back soon, maybe for Eid'" -- the holiday that marks the end of Ramadan. It begins on Wednesday. Saif will not be there.



The killing of seven World Central Kitchen employees in the Israeli attack on April 1 has drawn international outrage, especially from the countries from which six of them hailed: Britain, Poland, Australia, Canada and the United States.



Mr. Abutaha, a Palestinian from Gaza, also perished in the attack. His death highlighted the grim fact that most of the more than 200 aid workers who have been killed since Israel's bombardment of Gaza began have been Palestinian, 
according to
 United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres. He called last week for an independent investigation into each of their deaths, which have drawn less attention than the killing of foreign aid workers.




Saifeddin Abutaha, in a photo provided by World Central Kitchen.




Palestinian workers form the backbone of the humanitarian response in Gaza, as do local employees in any war zone or disaster area where aid groups operate. They provide vital connections and on-the-ground expertise to foreign staff members unfamiliar with the area, and make it possible for them to implement relief projects and communicate with the people they are serving.



Mr. Abutaha worked for World Central Kitchen as a driver and translator, helping its staff navigate the bureaucracy, political climate and city streets of the places where he grew up, and where until the missile attack it was providing critically needed aid. His affiliation with a well-known and well-organized group brought with it something uncommon in Gaza these days, his family said: a semblance of safety.



"We never, ever thought Saif would be hit or killed," Abdul Raziq said last week. "This is an international humanitarian group that had a very high coordination with Israel and its army."



That coordination did not protect Mr. Abutaha and his co-workers. An internal investigation by 
the Israeli military concluded
 their killings were a "grave mistake" caused by a number of failures and broken protocols, and found that officers ordered 
the strikes on the aid convoy
 in part on the basis of insufficient and erroneous evidence that a passenger in one of the cars was armed.



Israel said several military personnel involved in the attack had been reprimanded or dismissed.



But Jose Andres, the high-profile celebrity chef who founded World Central Kitchen, has demanded an independent investigation. 
On Sunday,
 in an interview on ABC's "This Week," he said "the perpetrator cannot be investigating himself."



"Obviously this was targeted," Mr. Andres said of the killings, which were carried out by three separate strikes, one after another, that hit three vehicles carrying the workers. "We could argue that the first one, let's say, was a mistake. The second? The third?"




One of the three World Central Kitchen vehicles that were hit by Israeli missiles. 




Israel began its military campaign in Gaza after an Oct. 7 attack led by Hamas killed about 1,200 people near the border, according to Israeli authorities. Israel says its aim is to destroy the group.



But while the war has so far killed more than 33,000 people in Gaza, according to local health officials, Hamas has not been destroyed. Its most senior leaders remain alive, its fighters remain active, and it has 
regrouped in parts of Gaza
.



Abdul Raziq Abutaha said that before the war began his younger brother had been poised for as bright a future as any young person could hope for in the Gaza Strip, which has been under a punishing Egyptian and Israeli blockade since Hamas took power there in 2007.



Saif attended the Ajman University in the United Arab Emirates, Abdul Raziq said, and had worked in the U.A.E. until his father asked him to return home in 2020. He wanted Saif to help run the family business, a flour mill.



But running the mill became impossible during the war after Israel's attacks destroyed much of Gaza's civilian infrastructure, and left the company without basic raw materials like electricity or flour.



One day, though, World Central Kitchen staff members visited the family warehouse and liked what they saw. They chose the site to serve as their Gaza headquarters, after coordination with the Israeli military, Abdul Raziq said.



The aid workers began living in an apartment inside the factory, and they and the family soon grew close, sharing meals and bonding over the traumas of war.



"We loved them and they loved us," Abdul Raziq said.




Mr. Abutaha, second from right, at the jetty World Central Kitchen was building in Gaza, where workers unloaded aid from barges and then delivered it to warehouses in central and southern Gaza.




The World Central Kitchen staff asked Saif to translate for them during a meeting, and then hired him as a driver and translator. He and the foreign staff members quickly became inseparable, his sisterAmani, said in 
an interview with Al-Ghad TV
, an Arabic-language channel.



"He was always with the foreigners, translating for them, and he would go to collect aid," she said. "Because he lived in Gaza and knew the streets of Gaza well, he was a driver."



Abdul Raziq said his brother was "overjoyed" to find a job helping victims of the war, and that their family found a kind of blessing in the fact that "he died while he was on duty feeding poor and starving people" during the holy month of Ramadan.



On the day Saif died, the small World Central kitchen group had left their facility in the southern Gaza Strip and traveled north, Abdul Raziq said. Saif checked in with his family throughout the day; his sister, Amani, said her last exchange with him was at 4 p.m., when Saif sent her a selfie he took while he waited for a cargo ship to arrive.



"I told him to take care of himself and may God protect him," she said. "He replied, 'I rely on God.' I did not know that soon God would take everything."



Saif also texted Abdul Raziq to say he was headed home to prepare for the next day's Ramadan fast with their mother. He then sent one last text to their mother, asking, "Did you go to sleep yet, my mom?"




People mourning the death of Mr. Abutaha.
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Which Countries Are the Biggest Suppliers to Israel's Military?



Some governments that sell weapons to Israel -- a list that is topped by the United States and Germany -- are facing legal challenges and protests over those exports.




Israeli soldiers in Gaza last month.




By Victoria Kim


Apr 10, 2024


Mounting international condemnation of the civilian suffering wrought by Israel's military offensive in Gaza has put a spotlight on countries that are the biggest suppliers of funding and arms to Israel's armed forces.



In the United States, by far Israel's biggest military supplier, Democratic lawmakers 
are increasing pressure
 on President Biden to condition future military aid on Israel's doing more to protect Gaza's civilians. Germany, the second-largest arms supplier to Israel, this week 
defended itself at the United Nations' highest court
 against allegations that its weapons sales made it complicit in genocide against Palestinians in Gaza.



Even governments that account for a far smaller portion of aid or weapons sales to Israel are facing heated 
domestic debates
 and 
legal challenges
 over those supplies -- with 
parliamentary votes
 or 
court orders
 putting a stop to exports in some countries.



Here is a look at the biggest suppliers to Israel's military:



United States



The United States has a long history of sending aid to Israel, 
stretching back to the 1940s
. In recent decades, most of the assistance has been in the form of military aid. In 2016, the Obama administration 
signed a 10-year agreement
 to supply Israel with $3.8 billion annually, most of that in foreign military financing grants, which allow Israel to buy American weaponry.



From 2019 to 2023, the United States supplied 69 percent of Israel's arms imports, 
according to
 the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, which tracks the global weapons trade. President Biden has also been pushing for 
$14 billion in additional spending
 for Israel and for U.S. military operations in the Middle East, though approval for the funding remains stalled in Congress.



While support for Israel once had reliable bipartisan support in Washington, the humanitarian crisis in Gaza has prompted a chorus of congressional Democrats to urge Mr. Biden 
to leverage American weapons sales
 to try to change Israel's decision making in the war.



"My concern is that particularly when those bombs are coming from this country, we have a responsibility as well," Senator Angus King, an independent from Maine, said at a Senate Armed Services Committee 
hearing on Tuesday
.



The State Department 
said in March
 that it had received written assurances from Israel -- as the United States requires of all countries that receive American arms -- that the supplied weapons would be used in accordance with international humanitarian law.



Germany



In 2023, Germany approved sending military equipment to Israel valued at about $353 million, according to data from the country's economics ministry, roughly 10 times more than what was approved the previous year. From 2019 to 2023, German exports made up 30 percent of the arms bought by Israel, according to the Stockholm institute.



In the past, Germany's leaders have considered support for Israel to be 
a historic duty
 to atone for the Holocaust. In 
hearings this week
 at the International Court of Justice, a U.N. court in The Hague, lawyers for Germany pushed back against arguments that it was abetting genocide in Gaza by arguing that most of Germany's military exports to Israel since the war began in October were nonlethal, including protective gear and communications equipment.



Other countries



From 2019 to 2023, Italy was the third-largest seller of arms to Israel, according to the Stockholm institute, though it accounted for just 0.9 percent of Israel's military imports.



Since the war in Gaza began, those sales have been a source of contention.



Italy's foreign minister in January 
told reporters
 that all weapons shipments to Israel had been suspended since Oct. 7. The defense minister, however, 
told the country's Parliament
 that exports had continued, but that only previously agreed-upon orders were being sent, according to news reports.



Britain, whose defense exports to Israel 
totaled about $53 million in 2022
, has said it will not suspend those sales despite growing pressure from opposition lawmakers. Foreign Secretary David Cameron, at a 
news conference
 alongside Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken in Washington, said on Tuesday that based upon the "most recent advice" about Israel's conduct of the war in Gaza, Britain's position on military exports was "unchanged."
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Why Xi Jinping Is Meeting With Taiwan's Ex-President



China is using talks between its top leader and Ma Ying-jeou to signal a willingness to engage with Taiwan -- but only on its terms.




Coverage of the meeting between Ma Ying-jeou, the former President of Taiwan, and Xi Jingping, China's leader, in Beijing on Wednesday.




By Chris Buckley


Apr 10, 2024


When China's leader, Xi Jinping, and then-President Ma Ying-jeou of Taiwan shook hands in Singapore back in 2015, they each 
extolled their meeting
 -- the first top-level talks between the rival governments -- as a breakthrough that could pave the way 
to a durable peace
, ending decades of enmity.



But on Wednesday, as the two men met again in Beijing, the prospects for an amicable settlement over Taiwan's future seemed more distant than ever.



Mr. Ma, who pursued closer engagement with China during his eight years in office, is no longer president of Taiwan. Fewer and 
fewer Taiwanese people
 now share his belief that Taiwan must see its future as a part of a greater China.



Since Mr. Ma left office in 2016, Mr. Xi has frozen high-level contacts with Taiwan, sought to isolate it on the global stage and tried to intimidate it with a tightening military presence around the island. Mr. Xi is profoundly suspicious of Taiwan's current leadership, which has sought to assert the sovereignty of the island democracy.



The meeting at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing was the first time that a Chinese leader has met a former president of Taiwan on Chinese soil. Mr. Xi and Mr. Ma held a handshake for around 15 seconds and smiled for the cameras. They then sat at a long table like two statesman entering negotiations, even though Mr. Ma has long been out of power.



In opening remarks, Mr. Xi praised Mr. Ma as a patriot who had promoted "peaceful development" across the Taiwan Strait, and he pressed Beijing's position that Taiwan must accept that it is a part of China.



"Compatriots on both sides of the strait are Chinese," Mr. Xi said. "The difference in systems does not alter the objective fact that the two sides of the strait are of one country and one nation."




Activists who support Taiwanese independence from China protested Mr. Ma's trip to China this month outside of the Taoyuan International Airport near Taipei.




For Beijing, Mr. Xi's show of amity with Mr. Ma was part of a strategy to set its terms for dealing with Taiwan's next leader: the president-elect, Lai Ching-te, whom Beijing describes as a dangerous separatist.



In recent months, China has signaled how it could squeeze Mr. Lai's administration -- militarily, economically and diplomatically. It has brushed off Mr. Lai's offers to talk as insincere.



On the other hand, Beijing has shown that it will court friendlier Taiwanese politicians, like Mr. Ma, who endorse the framework for relations that it demands: that both sides accept that they are part of one China, even if they differ on what that means. Mr. Xi noted that condition -- called the "1992 Consensus" because of its year of origin -- in his comments to Mr. Ma, and Mr. Ma also reaffirmed it.



Taiwan's Mainland Affairs Council, which oversees the island's policy toward China, said that Mr. Xi's language about the conditions for engagement was an "attempt to blot out our national sovereignty."



China's "immediate focus is to push the incoming Lai administration to adopt a more accommodating political stance on cross-strait relations," said 
Amanda Hsiao
, the senior analyst for China with the Crisis Group, an organization that seeks to defuse wars and crises. "Ma's visit helps to underscore Beijing's position that cross-strait dialogue is conditioned on acceptance of the idea that the two sides of the strait belong to 'one China.'"



Taiwan and China have been at odds since the Communist revolution of 1949, when Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist troops fled to the island and made it their redoubt. Over time, the Nationalists stopped being Beijing's archenemy and became its preferred dialogue partner in Taiwan, particularly during Mr. Ma's time in office. The two sides built economic ties and edged toward talks over their political status and future, culminating in Mr. Ma's 2015 meeting with Mr. Xi.



But the Nationalists have lost the last three presidential elections to the Democratic Progressive Party, which has cast itself as a defender of Taiwan's democracy and rejects Beijing's claim to the island. Since Mr. Lai was elected in January, defeating a colleague of Mr. Ma, China has stepped up its pressure.




Lai Ching-te, the president-elect of Taiwan, in Taipei in January. In recent months, China has signaled how it could squeeze Mr. Lai's administration -- militarily, economically and diplomatically.




In January, it moved to peel away one of Taiwan's diplomatic allies: 
Nauru
, which had been one of the dozen or so states that still maintain formal relations with the island.



In February, Beijing sent coast guard ships to patrol the waters near a Taiwanese-controlled island off mainland China, after two Chinese fishermen died nearby while fleeing a Taiwanese coast guard vessel. China continues to buzz the skies near Taiwan with military planes almost daily, and many analysts expect China's People's Liberation Army to stage major exercises before, and especially after, Mr. Lai's inauguration in May.



Beijing has also tried to use Mr. Ma's trip to undercut Mr. Lai's victory in the eyes of the domestic Chinese audience, and in particular the country's fervent nationalists, said 
Chien-wen Kou
, a professor at National Chengchi University in Taipei who studies the Chinese Communist Party.



"The chances of restoring official dialogue are not high," he said. "Inviting Ma Ying-jeou to visit China is also intended to demonstrate that Lai Ching-te, in the Chinese Communist Party's telling, represents only a minority of public opinion in Taiwan."



Tensions with Taiwan also influence China's relations with the United States, the most important backer of Taiwan's security. In a phone call with President Biden last week, Mr. Xi reiterated that Taiwan was of the utmost importance to Beijing, describing it as "the first red line that must not be stepped over in China-U.S. relations," according to the 
official Chinese summary of their call
.



"China will not sit back passively in the face of 'Taiwan independence' separatist activities and external encouragement and support for them," 
Mr. Xi said
.



By contrast, Chinese state media have highlighted Mr. Ma's tour to make the case that Beijing has plenty of friends in Taiwan. The reports on Mr. Ma's 11-day trip to China, with a delegation of Taiwanese students, have covered stops at heritage sites, with the students touring the Forbidden City and taking selfies on the Great Wall.




Mr. Ma and Mr. Xi meeting at the Shangrila Hotel in Singapore in 2015.




Mr. Ma's itinerary is centered on one theme: that Taiwan is part of a greater Chinese nation, united by culture and history, if not politics. In northwest China, Mr. Ma paid his respects at a 
memorial to the Yellow Emperor
, the fabled ancestor of the Han people, the dominant ethnic group in China and Taiwan.



Especially in retirement, Mr. Ma has become a vocal proponent of the view that Taiwan is historically and culturally part of China, and should accept that closer ties with the mainland are part of its destiny.



"If war breaks out between the two sides of the strait, that would put an unbearable burden on the Chinese nation," Mr. Ma said to Mr. Xi. "The Chinese people on both sides of the Strait absolutely have the wisdom to peacefully handle the various disputes and avoid going toward conflict."



Mr. Ma said Taiwan should accept the notion that the two sides are part of "one China."



That view, however, does not reflect broader Taiwanese sentiment.



Most Taiwanese people reject the idea of unification with China, and accept their island democracy's ambiguous status quo of being self-ruled but not recognized as an independent country by most governments.



People in Taiwan increasingly describe themselves 
as exclusively Taiwanese
, instead of Chinese. Even within Mr. Ma's Nationalist Party, many politicians, including its recent presidential candidate, Hou Yu-ih, have been notably more wary of China.



Claire Fu
 contributed reporting from Seoul.
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What Biden and Kishida Agreed To in Their Effort to Bolster Ties



As they look to contain an increasingly aggressive China, the United States and Japan announced dozens of new agreements, including on military, economic, climate and space matters.



By Michael D. Shear


Apr 11, 2024


President Biden and Prime Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan reaffirmed on Wednesday the decades-old bond between their two countries, declaring a unity of military and economic purpose as they struggle to confront the actions of an increasingly hostile Chinese government.



Mr. Kishida's 
daylong visit at the White House
 culminated with a lengthy joint statement from the two leaders listing dozens of new agreements. Here is a partial list of some of the major announcements.



Military cooperation



Space exploration



Economic cooperation



Climate cooperation



People-to-people ties
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Migration Overhaul in E.U. Clears Final Hurdle



Years in the making, the legislation is intended to update migration policy and cool anti-migrant sentiments ahead of E.U. elections in June.




Members of the European Parliament voting on the migration overhaul in Brussels on Wednesday.




By Matina Stevis-Gridneff


Apr 10, 2024


A 
landmark bill set to overhaul migration policy across the European Union
 cleared its final hurdle on Wednesday after it was approved by the European Parliament.



The bill, which had taken the best part of the past decade to negotiate, aims to make it easier for member states to deport failed asylum seekers and to limit the entry of migrants into the bloc. It would also give governments greater control over their borders, while bolstering the bloc's role in migration management -- treating it as a European issue, not one member states have to face alone.



European officials and politicians had been intent on passing the legislation before E.U. elections in early June to counter anti-migrant sentiment that is fueling a rise in the popularity of far-right parties in several European nations. The final step for it to become law is an approval by the European Council, a formality, in coming weeks.



"We all understand this fundamental truth: Migration is a European challenge, which must be met with a European solution, one that is effective and both fair and firm," said the European Commission's president, Ursula von der Leyen, soon after the Parliament voted.



What will the legislation do?



The bill stipulates that rapid assessments of whether a person is eligible for asylum will take place at borders. And it will make it harder for asylum seekers to move on from the countries they arrive in.



A significant element in the bill lays out a process through which some asylum seekers who are judged to be unlikely to be successful would go through a fast-tracked asylum procedure at the border.



And an important part of the policy, known as the "solidarity mechanism," will distribute migrants across the European Union. Most migrants arrive at border countries, such as Italy and Greece, but the new policy will distribute them based on a number of factors, such as population size and the existing number of migrants in any given country.



If a country does not want to take in migrants, it can instead opt to pay other nations for costs associated with housing and other services for migrants.



Who supported the legislation?



The draft bill's approval by member states in December was celebrated as a triumph of pragmatism on a highly polarizing issue. A broad coalition of centrist European forces welcomed the deal as a palatable compromise at a time when anti-migrant sentiment was turbocharging ascendant far-right parties in several European countries.



E.U. politicians from center-left social democratic, liberal and mainstream conservative parties broadly supported the bill, saying that it sufficiently protected the right to asylum, while tightening borders, expediting asylum claims and making it easier to deport people who did not qualify for asylum.



Getting the legislation passed before the E.U. elections signals that the bloc has heeded voters' concerns about a marked post-pandemic rise in arrivals by asylum seekers and economic migrants, while preserving what the bloc says are core values, such as respect for human rights.



In line with the E.U. process, the bill had already been extensively negotiated with representatives from the various parliamentary groups when it hit the Parliament floor on Wednesday. But the bill still faced opposition from the left and the right.



What are the main criticisms?



For parties with hard-line anti-migrant agendas, the legislation doesn't go far enough in curbing the arrival of newcomers, while mainstream conservatives from Eastern Europe are still hostile to the part of the policy that will see migrants distributed across the European Union.



After the bill passed on Wednesday, Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland, a conservative, said his country would not accept relocated migrants under the new policy, a moot if politically charged point, as Poland would not be in line to receive any migrants anyway because it's already hosting approximately two million Ukrainian refugees.



The bill has vocal critics on the left, too, with rights groups arguing that it does not adequately protect asylum seekers.



Echoing left-wing members of the Parliament, Amnesty International said in a statement that the new policy would lead to increased migrant suffering.



"For people escaping conflict, persecution or economic insecurity, these reforms will mean less protection and a greater risk of facing human rights violations across Europe -- including illegal and violent pushbacks, arbitrary detention and discriminatory policing," said Eve Geddie, the right group's head in the European Union.



Another concern raised by nonpartisan migration experts is that the bill does not touch on a major factor behind the growing number of asylum requests: the absence of legal migration routes for skilled and unskilled laborers that are desperately needed in several European industries, including construction, manufacturing and agriculture.
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Floods Batter Russia and Kazakhstan, Forcing Tens of Thousands to Evacuate



More than 100,000 people had to leave their homes after spring floods engulfed cities and villages in vast sections of neighboring countries.




Emergency workers near a flooded street in Orsk, Russia, on Monday after a dam burst on the Ural River, near Russia's border with Kazakhstan.




By Ivan Nechepurenko


Apr 10, 2024


More than 100,000 people were forced to evacuate on Wednesday after devastating spring floods engulfed cities and villages across vast sections of Russia and Kazakhstan.



The floods affected multiple settlements across Russia in the South Urals region east of Moscow, in Western Siberia and near the Volga River, as well as at least five regions of Kazakhstan, which shares a long border with Russia.



Dmitri S. Peskov, the Kremlin's spokesman, said on Wednesday that the situation was "quite tense" and the forecast was "unfavorable" as "large amounts of water are coming to new regions."



President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia is receiving reports about the flooding but has no plans to visit the affected areas, Mr. Peskov said. On Tuesday, Mr. Putin discussed the emergency with his Kazakh counterpart, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, the Kremlin said in a statement.



In the Central Asian country of Kazakhstan, the authorities 
said
 on Wednesday that more than 96,000 people had been evacuated and rescued, and more than 3,400 buildings remained flooded in five regions.



Heavy floods are a regular feature of the spring season in Russia. But the situation appeared to be substantially worse this year after a brisk heat wave caused large amounts of snow to melt rapidly, prompting local rivers to rise, the Russian emergency authorities 
said
.



Waterlogged soil that froze during the winter and heavy precipitation also contributed to the flooding, the Emergency Situations Ministry said.



Parts of the Russian city of Orenburg, a regional capital of about 540,000 people, were deluged with water on Wednesday as the Ural River that runs through it swelled more than 33 feet and continued to rise, the mayor 
said
 in a post on the Telegram messaging app.



More than 7,700 people were evacuated in the Orenburg region, the regional government 
said
.



Overall, more than 13,000 residential buildings have been flooded across Russia, 
according
 to TASS, a Russian state news agency. Russian state television showed residents paddling along roads and water touching the windows of traditional wooden houses.



Government officials 
urged
 local residents in affected areas or in those localities that were under threat of flooding to evacuate. Local prosecutors 
warned
 shops against raising prices on bottled drinking water.



On Wednesday, the situation in Orsk, a major Russian town near the border with Kazakhstan, began to improve after a flood destroyed an embankment dam on Friday, submerging the old part of the city and its smaller residential buildings.



The situation angered hundreds of residents, who went in front of Orsk's City Hall to demand a swifter response from the local government, 
according
 to Kommersant, a Russian newspaper.



The regional governor 
said
 the situation was unprecedented and that the floods were the worst in recorded history.
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Biden Says U.S. Is Considering Dropping Its Case Against Assange



The WikiLeaks founder has been held in London as he has battled extradition to the United States on charges related to his publication of classified documents.




Julian Assange in London in 2011. He has been jailed for nearly five years after being indicted by the United States with 18 counts of violating the Espionage Act.




By Erica L. Green


Apr 10, 2024


President Biden said on Wednesday that the United States was considering dropping its prosecution of Julian Assange, the WikiLeaks founder who has been jailed in London for years while fighting extradition to face U.S. charges related to his publication of classified documents.



Mr. Biden made the comment on the case of the embattled publisher, who is being detained in a high-security prison, in response to a question about a request from Mr. Assange's home country of Australia that he be allowed to return there.



"We're considering it," Mr. Biden said at the White House, where he was hosting Prime Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan.



Mr. Assange has been jailed for nearly five years after being indicted by the United States with 18 counts of violating the Espionage Act for publishing thousands of documents detailing secret military operations and diplomatic intelligence, as well as revelations about the civilian death tolls in the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.



His case has sustained international attention and condemnation from First Amendment rights groups.



Mr. Assange has fought off U.S. efforts to extradite him. The charges could amount to a sentence of up to 175 years in prison, although U.S. lawyers have said that he was more likely to be sentenced to four to six years.



In February, Australia's parliament 
passed a motion calling
 for Mr. Assange's release, and Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said he had discussed the matter in a meeting last fall with Mr. Biden.



In backing the motion, Mr. Albanese told the Australian parliament "it is appropriate for us to put our very strong view that those countries need to take into account the need for this to be concluded."



Last month, the High Court in London 
ruled
 that Mr. Assange could not be immediately extradited to the United States until certain conditions were met.



The court 
gave the United States three weeks "to give satisfactory assurances"
 that Mr. Assange "is permitted to rely on the First Amendment to the United States Constitution (which protects free speech), that he is not prejudiced at trial (including sentence) by reason of his nationality, that he is afforded the same First Amendment protections as a United States citizen and that the death penalty is not imposed."
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Explosion at Hydroelectric Plant in Italy Kills at Least 3



Emergency workers were searching for four other workers who were missing after the blast in northern Italy, which has galvanized unions in the region.




The Enel hydroelectric power plant, after a fatal explosion and fire south of Bologna on Wednesday.




By Elisabetta Povoledo


Apr 10, 2024


Specialized search and rescue teams, underwater divers, cave experts and topographers were searching on Wednesday for four workers who were missing a day after an explosion at a hydroelectric plant near the northern Italian city of Bologna killed at least three people and injured five others.



"It's a complicated situation," Luca Cari, a spokesman for Italy's firefighters, said. The explosion took place at a level of the plant that was underwater, and Mr. Cari said divers on Wednesday worked in conditions of "zero visibility," as they searched among the rubble and debris of the explosion, moving sheet metal by hand with difficulty.



The explosion at the Enel Green Power plant happened as the company was testing efficiency improvements that had been made to the facility, which generates power from the water of a nearby dam basin.



The episode and the resulting deaths and injuries roused unions to call for a general strike protesting unsafe working conditions and work-related deaths. Political leaders, both in the center-right government and in the opposition, rushed to the site of the plant, about 43 miles south of Bologna.



Prosecutors in Bologna said Wednesday that they would open an investigation into the possible causes of the explosion. Enel Green Power said in a statement that it "would continue to fully collaborate with the relevant authorities to ascertain the facts."




A photograph released by Italian Fire Brigades on Tuesday shows the rescue operations inside the Enel Green Power hydroelectric plant.




The explosion on Tuesday caused part of the 10-story underground structure to collapse, flooding several levels, which restricted rescue efforts. The blast occurred eight floors below ground, and smoke and high temperatures from a subsequent fire were initially also a challenge for emergency workers, said Mr. Cari, the firefighters' spokesman.



The plant was undergoing what the company described in a news release as "efficiency works" to update it. The work began in September 2022, and Enel Green Power said it used contractors known to be experts in the field. The workers killed and injured by the explosion were carrying out final tests on the plant's two power-generating modules. One module was successfully tested in recent weeks. The explosion occurred when testing of the second module "was underway," the company said.



"The work being done here can only be done by specialists," Salvatore Bernabei, chief executive of Enel Green Power, told reporters in a video interview broadcast by Sky News Italia. "We chose the most prestigious companies that carry out this kind of work," he added.



Michele Bulgarelli, the president of the Bologna branch of the trade union CGIL, described the incident as the "worst massacre of workers" in the area in recent memory. He criticized Enel Green Power for its "lack of transparency," saying the company had not released to the unions the names and roles of the people involved in the accident.



"Yesterday we were dismayed; today we are angry," he added.



The hydroelectric power plant is the most powerful in Emilia Romagna, one of Italy's most industrious regions. Built in 1975, it is run by Enel Green Power, the Enel Group's renewable energy branch. The company said that the dam basin on Lake Suviana, an artificial lake formed by the construction of the dam in 1928-32, had not been damaged and was considered safe. There was "no impact on the supply of electricity locally and nationally," the company said.




The Enel Green Power chief executive, Salvatore Bernabei, center, arriving at the Enel hydroelectric power plant on Lake Suviana on Wednesday.




PierPaolo Bombardieri, national secretary of the Uil trade union, said in a statement on Wednesday that in 2022, local representatives of his union had "raised some questions of safety issues for that facility." He added that the union was available to give investigating prosecutors "information and documentation on the case."



Trade unions in Emilia Romagna
 announced that in that region, a four-hour nationwide strike that was already scheduled for Thursday, would be extended to eight hours and would involve both the private and public sectors, to protest work-related deaths.



According to Inail
, the National Institute for Insurance Against Accidents at Work, which monitors work-related accidents and deaths, there were more than 1,000 work-related deaths in Italy in 2023.



Matteo Lepore, mayor of Bologna, the capital of the Emilia Romagna region, called on residents to participate in the march organized by the trade unions that would snake through the city center Thursday morning. "We need a big demonstration to say enough to work-related deaths and be close to the colleagues and families" of the workers involved in the blast, he said, adding, "We must be there tomorrow."



The accident also drew lawmakers -- both local and national -- to the scene.



"Another massacre of workers, we can no longer accept that this occurs, we need to make safety at work become the priority in this country," said Elly Schlein, the leader of the opposition Democratic Party, who spoke to reporters at the site of the accident on Wednesday. She described it as "an immense tragedy."



On this occasion, she saw eye to eye with Italy's labor minister, Marina Elvira Calderone, who also traveled to the plant.



"We have to invest in a culture of safety," the minister said, adding that laws existed, and others were in the works.
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Arizona Ruling Spurs Strong Reactions, but Election Impact Is Unclear



Some in the battleground state said they would still vote for former President Donald J. Trump even if they were frustrated by the reversal of abortion rights.




Chris Love, an abortion rights activist and lawyer, spoke at a news conference addressing the Arizona Supreme Court's ruling at the Arizona State Capitol in Phoenix on Tuesday.




By Jack Healy and Rowan Moore Gerety


Apr 10, 2024


Pam Raphael pulled up to the Arizona State Capitol on Tuesday afternoon bearing ice-cold treats and red-hot anger. She had come to deliver an order of her frozen prickly pear and lime pops but was preoccupied by a just-released decision by Arizona's highest court that 
upheld an 1864 law
 banning nearly all abortions.



"I am disgusted," Ms. Raphael, 50, said as she walked toward a rally by Democrats railing against the decision. She added that it's "nobody's business" whether any woman decides to get an abortion.



The decision upending abortion care in a critically important battleground state inspired passionate reactions from Arizonans across the political divide, ranging from elation to disgust.



Some conservative voters and the state's most ardent critics of abortion hailed it as a victory for women. Many Democrats, moderate independents and some Republicans said the Arizona Supreme Court had gone too far. But it was far from clear Tuesday that the decision would tip the balance in the November presidential election.



The critics said that the court, in resurrecting the 160-year-old law that bans all abortions except to save the mother's life, was forcing a 19th-century morality onto a fast-growing state that is trying to sell itself as a hub of renewable energy, battery manufacturing and live-and-let-live tolerance.



"Leave it up to the female," said Maverick Williams, 25, a retail manager who was walking his dog in the conservative Anthem neighborhood on the northern edge of Phoenix. "It's her body, then she needs to decide."



Although the court's decision is on hold for now, Democrats in Phoenix wasted no time on Tuesday in blaming former President Donald J. Trump for gutting abortion in Arizona and other states by nominating the Supreme Court justices who were instrumental in overturning Roe v. Wade. They predicted an election-year backlash against Republicans, citing recent ballot measures in conservative-leaning states like Kansas and Ohio that enshrined abortion protections into law.



But voters like Mr. Williams suggested that it might not be so simple in this closely divided desert battleground. Although he opposed the state court's abortion decision, he said he was more worried about the rising cost of living, and he called President Biden too old and unfit to serve another term. He said he would vote for Mr. Trump.



Arizona has traditionally voted Republican, but the state flipped for President Biden in 2020 by a margin of about 10,000 votes. Two years later, Democrats won campaigns for governor and attorney general with campaigns that highlighted their support for abortion rights.



Outside a nearby grocery store, Nicki Auchter and her husband, Scott, expressed misgivings about both the abortion decision and Democrats. As they filled up water jugs for a soccer game, they said they personally opposed abortion but did not agree with the 1864 ban because it had no exceptions for rape or incest.



"I'm pretty pro-life, but I think it should be the woman's choice," said Mr. Auchter, 42, who is an operations manager for a construction company. "It's her body."



Still, Ms. Auchter said their top priority this election year was not abortion. It was "to get Biden out of office." They said they worried more about the national debt, the soaring price of their insurance and the record number of asylum seekers crossing the U.S.-Mexico border.



Several Republican politicians rushed to distance themselves from the ruling on Tuesday and said they supported repealing the 1864 law in favor of an existing 15-week abortion ban. But Cathi Herrod, president of the Center for Arizona Policy Action and one of Arizona's most prominent anti-abortion activists, praised the ruling and said it would protect "the humanity of the unborn child."



"There's a long way to go to establish a culture of life," she said. "Today was the right legal decision."



But in interviews across Phoenix on Tuesday, many women said they were aghast.



Crystal Padilla, 30, a hotel cook in Phoenix, said she still struggled to believe that the U.S. Supreme Court had overturned the federal abortion protections in Roe v. Wade two years ago earlier. She said it was hypocritical for conservative states and judges to impose new restrictions on abortion while failing to help low-income mothers who struggle to earn enough to live.



"What man on the Supreme Court is pushing out a baby?" she asked. "They can't relate, and yet they're trying to police other people."



Ms. Padilla said she could relate, because she had an abortion when she was 19. She said it had been a difficult decision, but she could not have supported a baby shortly after she had graduated from high school.



"It still seems impossible," said Ms. Padilla, who plans to vote for Mr. Biden. "I fear for people who are coming of age, and who are having to face this decision, and are not being given that choice. It's just unconscionable."



McCall Lemmons, 31, a special-education teacher for an online charter school, said she had been disappointed with Mr. Biden and wished he had been able to forgive more student-loan debt and placed more on education policy. But she said abortion would compel her to vote for him nonetheless.
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Ex-Assistant Principal at School Where 6-Year-Old Shot Teacher Is Indicted



A former administrator at Richneck Elementary School in Newport News, Va., where a first-grade teacher was shot last year, has been charged with eight counts of child abuse and neglect.




Students and police officers outside Richneck Elementary School after a teacher was shot and seriously wounded by a 6-year-old student on Jan. 6, 2023.




By Livia Albeck-Ripka


Apr 10, 2024


A former assistant principal at the Virginia elementary school where a 
6-year-old boy shot his teacher
 last year has been indicted on eight felony counts of child abuse and neglect, according to court documents unsealed on Tuesday.



The former assistant principal, Ebony Parker, was indicted by a grand jury last month, according to Newport News Circuit Court records. Each charge carries a maximum sentence of 
five years
 in prison.



Last year, Howard E. Gwynn, the Newport News commonwealth's attorney, 
asked for a special grand jury
 to investigate security failures that may have contributed to the shooting and to determine whether others were criminally responsible. His office could not be immediately reached for comment on Tuesday evening. Ms. Parker's lawyer also could not be immediately reached.



The charges against Ms. Parker came as adults are increasingly being 
held accountable
 in cases in which juveniles have caused gun violence.



The mother of the 6-year-old boy, Deja Taylor, was 
sentenced in December
 to two years in prison after pleading guilty to felony child neglect. Earlier, she was sentenced to 21 months after pleading guilty to using marijuana while owning a firearm and making false statements about drug use. The indictment against Ms. Parker was also unsealed on the day that two parents in Michigan were 
sentenced to 10 to 15 years
 in prison for failing to prevent their son from killing four fellow students in the deadliest school shooting in that state's history.



The former assistant principal, who 
resigned after the shooting
 at Richneck Elementary School in Newport News, Va., is among several school employees listed as defendants in a lawsuit filed last year by the teacher, Abigail Zwerner, who was seriously injured on Jan. 6, 2023, when the boy pulled out the gun during the middle of an afternoon class, aimed it at her and fired. A single bullet 
passed through Ms. Zwerner's hand and struck her chest
.



According to the suit, which seeks $40 million, the boy had "a history of random violence," including attacks on students and teachers, with which all the defendants were familiar, and had been removed from kindergarten in the 2021-2022 school year "after he strangled and choked a teacher." He was allowed to return in the fall of 2022, but was placed on a modified schedule, which required one of his parents to accompany him at school, though neither were present on the day of the shooting.



Teachers' concerns with his behavior were regularly brought to the attention of school administrators, but were "always dismissed," according to the civil case. On the morning of the shooting, Ms. Zwerner told Ms. Parker that the boy was in a "violent mood" and had threatened to beat up a younger child, but Ms. Parker had "no response," according to the suit.



During recess, Ms. Zwerner became suspicious that the boy might have a weapon, and informed two other school employees, according to the suit. One of them searched his backpack but did not find anything, and after recess, told Ms. Parker that, though she could not find anything, the boy had claimed to have a gun, and that Ms. Zwerner had seen him remove something from his backpack, lawyers in the civil case said.



Ms. Parker "responded that John Doe's pockets were too small to hold a handgun and did nothing," according to the suit. Shortly afterward, another teacher informed her that a child claimed to have seen the gun, but Ms. Parker "took no further action." When another school employee asked to search the boy, she forbade them, according to the suit. Within an hour, Ms. Zwerner had been shot.



Ms. Parker was known to "ignore and downplay concerns expressed by teachers," and to demean them, according to the suit. Her administrative style, lawyers in the civil case said, "was to permit students to engage in dangerous and disruptive conduct and impose no consequence for breaking the rules, thereby placing all persons in the vicinity of the school and in the community at risk."



Ms. Zwener's lawyers said in a statement that the criminal charges brought against Ms. Parker underscored the failure of the school district to act to prevent the shooting.



"The school board continues to deny their responsibility to Abby, and this indictment is just another brick in the wall of mounting failures and gross negligence in their case," they said.



John J. Donohue III, a professor at Stanford Law School, described the charges against Ms. Parker, as well as the cases against the Michigan couple and others held culpable for school shootings, as a "new avenue" being explored by some prosecutors in an attempt to curtail gun violence in the United States.



"The realization is being made that there are individuals who could and should intervene to stop gun violence and have not in the past," he said in an interview on Tuesday. "There's no question that prosecutors and civil litigants have a role to play," he added, noting that criminal sentences "get people's attention."



Alain Delaqueriere
 contributed research. 
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Kari Lake Called Arizona's Abortion Ban a 'Great Law,' but Now She Denounces It



In her 2022 race for governor, Ms. Lake delivered a strict anti-abortion message. Now running for Senate, she is retreating from that position.




"I'm incredibly thrilled that we are going to have a great law that's already on the books," Kari Lake said of the Arizona abortion ban during a 2022 interview.




By Chris Cameron


Apr 10, 2024


Kari Lake, the leading Republican candidate for Senate in Arizona, was quick to denounce the state Supreme Court's ruling upholding 
an 1864 law banning nearly all abortions
 in the state. The law is "out of step with Arizonans," she said in a statement. She called on state lawmakers to "come up" with a "solution that Arizonans can support."



But Ms. Lake, an ally of former President Donald J. Trump and a 2020 election denier, had 
voiced enthusiastic support
 for the law less than two years ago, when she was in the midst of 
a scorched-earth campaign for the Republican nomination
 for governor. Asked then what she thought of the ban, she said she was thrilled it existed and called it a "great law."



Asked for comment, the Lake campaign pointed to a post from Caroline Wren, a senior adviser to Ms. Lake, who 
insisted on Tuesday
 that Ms. Lake was not referring to the territorial-era law in the interview. But in that 2022 appearance, Ms. Lake cited the 1864 law's number in the Arizona state code.



"I'm incredibly thrilled that we are going to have a great law that's already on the books. I believe it's 
ARS 13-3603
," she said in a 2022 interview on "The Conservative Circus With James T. Harris." She made 
other remarks in support of the 1864 law
 during that campaign as well.



Ms. Lake's retreat from the 
fervent anti-abortion rhetoric of her early 2022 campaign
 reflects the sharp changes in the politics of abortion in the nearly two years since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, 
ending the constitutional right to abortion
. Her shift also signals grave concern from Republicans, both in Arizona and across the country, that the issue 
will leave them electorally vulnerable in the fall
 -- particularly in crucial battleground states like Arizona.



Republicans have been searching for a position that will shield them from the electoral blowback they have seen since Roe v. Wade was overturned.



But the revival of the 1864 law in Arizona amounts to something of a nightmare scenario for Republicans in the state. The Civil War-era law, which had lain dormant for decades, was enacted shortly after Arizona was 
organized as a remote frontier territory
 of less 
than 10,000 residents
 -- and almost half a century before Arizona became a state and, months later, 
adopted women's suffrage.



Starting in the 2022 midterms and in governors' races, special elections and ballot measures, 
the abortion issue has helped Democrats notch victories
 across the country. And the Democratic Party is eager to push the issue to the front of this year's races.



The White House said on Tuesday that Vice President Kamala Harris -- who has focused on abortion rights on the campaign trail -- would travel to Tucson, Ariz., on Friday to campaign on the issue. Last month, 
Ms. Harris met with abortion providers and staff members
 at a clinic in St. Paul, Minn., a striking political move that underscored Democrats' new assertiveness on the issue.



Democrats, who had already seized on Mr. Trump's 
new abortion stance
 on Monday, unleashed a salvo of fresh attacks after the Arizona ruling. They pointed to his latest statement that whatever states decide "must be the law of the land, and in this case, the law of the state," as well as to his repeated boasting that he was responsible for ending Roe v. Wade.



The Democrats also 
trained their focus on Ms. Lake
, posting other remarks from 2022, during which she expressed strict anti-abortion stances.



Ms. Lake, who is expected to win her primary, is likely to face Representative Ruben Gallego, a Democrat, in the fall, in a contest to determine 
the successor of Senator Kyrsten Sinema
, who is 
not seeking re-election
. Mr. Gallego's campaign recently said it had 
raised $7.5 million
 in the first quarter.
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Arizona Republicans Thwart Attempts to Repeal 1864 Abortion Ban



Democrats in both houses of the Legislature were blocked from advancing bills to roll back the reinstated ban on nearly all abortions in the state.




Arizona state senators at the Capitol in Phoenix on Wednesday. Democrats tried to push bills through the Republican-controlled Legislature to repeal the ban, but Republican lawmakers blocked their efforts.




By Jack Healy and Kate Zernike


Apr 10, 2024


A decision by Arizona's highest court upholding an 1864 ban on nearly all abortions created chaos and confusion across the state on Wednesday. As abortion providers were flooded with phone calls from frantic patients, Republican lawmakers at the State Capitol blocked efforts to undo the ban, prompting angry jeers from Democrats.



Democrats, who seized on the decision to resurrect the 160-year-old ban as a pivotal election issue, tried to push bills through the Republican-controlled Legislature 
to repeal the ban
, a move they said would protect women's health and freedom, and also force Republicans to take a formal vote on the law.



But Republican leaders in the Senate removed one bill from the day's agenda on Wednesday, legislative aides said. In the House, a Republican lawmaker who had called for striking down the law made a motion to vote on a Democratic 
repeal bill that has sat stalled
 for months. But Republican leaders quickly scuttled that effort by calling for a recess, and later adjourned until next Wednesday.



Democrats on the Senate floor yelled "Shame!" and "Save women's lives!" as their Republican colleagues filed out of the chamber.



"I don't see why we wouldn't move forward," said State Senator Anna Hernandez, Democrat of Phoenix. "Are they serious about this or are they not?" she said of the Republicans. "Are they just backpedaling when they realize they're on the losing side of a policy battle?"



Despite the pressure from Democrats and some Republicans to undo the law, it was uncertain whether Republican leaders, who narrowly control both chambers of the Legislature, would allow any immediate action on proposals to repeal the ban.



Representative Teresa Martinez, a Republican and abortion opponent, criticized Democrats for trying to force a vote 
a day after the court's ruling
. She called their chants and shouts extremist and insurrectionist behavior.



"We do not want to repeal the pre-Roe law without first having a conversation about it," she said in a floor speech. "There is no reason to rush on this very important topic. We must listen to all viewpoints thoroughly. We cannot do that when our colleagues are acting in the way they did this morning."



The Senate president and House speaker, both Republicans, 
issued a joint statement
 emphasizing that the court's ruling had not yet taken effect and probably would not for weeks, as the legal fight over the 1864 law heads back to a lower court for additional arguments over its constitutionality.



They said they were reviewing the ruling and would listen to their voters to determine what the Legislature should do.  But Axios 
reported
 that the House speaker, Ben Toma, opposed a repeal and said that he would not allow a vote on it.




Speaker Ben Toma on the House floor in Phoenix on Wednesday.




Democrats say they have limited time and ways to repeal the law because it is late in Arizona's legislative session.



The decision and subsequent backlash has exposed divisions among Arizona Republicans over their support for abortion restrictions. And it has highlighted how abortion has become a political vulnerability for Republicans since 
the overturning of Roe v. Wade
 two years ago, even in traditionally conservative states.



Some Arizona Republicans who had previously voted to support abortion restrictions or give legal protection to fetuses abruptly shifted course after the ruling on Tuesday and called for a repeal or some other legislative fix.



On Wednesday, former President Donald J. Trump, who has claimed credit for appointing the U.S. Supreme Court justices who overturned the constitutional right to abortion, said that Arizona's high court had gone too far, and that he believed "that will be straightened out."



But the state's ultraconservative Freedom Caucus praised the court's ruling, saying it protected innocent lives, and it vowed to oppose efforts to undo it.



Clinics and patients scrambled to make sense of the legal and administrative confusion left by the 4-to-2 vote by Arizona's high court, with little certainty about when the 160-year-old ban would go back into effect.



Phones have been ringing constantly at Camelback Family Planning in Phoenix, according to Dr. Gabrielle Goodrick, the clinic's owner and medical director, with patients asking whether they can still obtain services and for how long.



"They're just freaking out," Dr. Goodrick said.



She said her clinic, 
one of seven free-standing abortion facilities in the state
, had twice before been forced to temporarily stop providing abortions after the Supreme Court's decision in Dobbs v Jackson Women's Health Organization, which overturned Roe. The threat of having to stop again because of the 1864 ban, Dr. Goodrick said, would upend clinics and threaten patients' health.



"We're living in a dystopia," she said. "I'm hoping the Legislature will do something. This is not what Arizonans want."



While the number of abortions nationally has increased since the Dobbs decision, Arizona was one of the few states where it declined from 2020 to 2023, even though abortion remained legal. Doctors say that was in part because of uncertainty over the 1864 ban, which had been dormant as long as Roe was the law of the land.



(The same decline happened in Wisconsin, which also has a ban from 1849 still on the books. A judge 
ruled last year that the law
 did not make abortions illegal, but the State Supreme Court is considering an appeal of that ruling).



Emergency room doctors, anesthesiologists and obstetricians said they worried about being sued if they took part in an abortion even if it was endangering a woman's health or life. Those fears were eased somewhat after hospitals and their lawyers came up with policies, said Dr. Julie Kwatra, an obstetrician-gynecologist with Honor Health in Scottsdale.




Protesters held a small rally in Tucson after the Arizona Supreme Court's ruling on Tuesday.




"This feels like a cataclysm," Dr. Kwatra said. "The Dobbs decision was a shock, and even if people were not entirely comfortable with the 15 weeks there was a feeling that Arizona dodged a bullet," she said.



"Now, no. We did not dodge the bullet," she said.



According to 
WeCount, a measure by the Society of Family Planning
, the number of abortions in Arizona dropped to 210 the month after Roe was overturned, down from 1,470 abortions the month before. While the monthly number began to climb again in subsequent months, data from Arizona's health department 
showed a decline
 of nearly 18 percent from 2021 to 2022.



According to the Guttmacher Institute, the number of abortions in Arizona declined by 10 percent from 2020 to 2023. By contrast, New Mexico, where many abortion providers from banned states moved their practices after Roe was overturned, saw a 257 percent increase.



Because of an order in a separate lawsuit over the ban, the state cannot begin enforcing it until 45 days after the State Supreme Court enters its judgment. Planned Parenthood and other clinics said they would continue to provide abortions, within 15 weeks of pregnancy, "for a short period of time" until the ban is in effect.



The Abortion Access Dashboard, maintained by researchers at Middlebury College, says the average distance to an abortion provider in Arizona is now about 32 miles and 36 minutes. Under the ban, 
the database estimates
 that women seeking abortions would have to drive nearly four hours and 248 miles.



Arizona's attorney general, Kris Mayes, a Democrat, has said that she will not allow prosecutions under the law. But Dr. Kwatra, the state's legislative chair for the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, says providers are telling her that they will not risk offering abortions.



"What happened after Dobbs was that there was a period where abortion was not provided, then very quickly it was being provided but people on the ground did not know that, so I had patients that were still going out of state because they didn't ask, and they still thought it was illegal," she said. "That chilling effect is still an issue. People leave the state, and that delays care."



"Even if the providers don't shut down, their staff might leave," Dr. Kwatra said. "There still is a black cloud of illegality."
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Joining Texas, Iowa Enacts Law for State Immigration Enforcement



Gov. Kim Reynolds, a Republican, signed the bill on Wednesday and accused the Biden administration of failing to secure the border.




Gov. Kim Reynolds of Iowa said states had to step in because the federal government was doing too little to enforce immigration laws. She spoke in Des Moines in January.




By Mitch Smith


Apr 10, 2024


Gov. Kim Reynolds signed a 
bill
 into law on Wednesday that will 
make it a state crime
 for a person to enter Iowa after having been deported or denied entry into the United States.



The new law, which is set to take effect July 1 but could face court challenges, joins Iowa with Texas in seeking to enforce immigration limits outside the federal system. Ms. Reynolds, who had said she would sign the legislation, accused federal officials of failing to secure the U.S.-Mexico border and putting Americans at risk.



"The Biden administration has failed to enforce our nation's immigration laws, putting the protection and safety of Iowans at risk," Ms. Reynolds, a Republican, said in a statement. "Those who come into our country illegally have broken the law, yet Biden refuses to deport them. This bill gives Iowa law enforcement the power to do what he is unwilling to do: enforce immigration laws already on the books."



A White House spokesman did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Wednesday.



Most but not all Democrats in the Iowa Legislature voted against the measure. But with Republicans wielding large majorities in both chambers, opponents could not prevent the bill from passing.



"This bill is a political stunt and a false promise that doesn't contain the needed resources," State Senator Janice Weiner, a Democrat from the Iowa City area, said when her chamber debated the measure. "It's a gotcha bill."



The law makes it a misdemeanor for a person to enter Iowa if they were previously deported from the United States, denied entry to the country, or left the country while facing a deportation order. In some cases, including people with certain prior convictions, the state crime would become a felony. To enforce the new law, Iowa police officers would be allowed to make arrests in most places, but not in schools, places of worship or health care facilities.



State Representative Steven Holt, a Republican who supported the bill, said after it passed in his chamber that "states can and must act."



"Many other states are standing up to protect their sovereignty, and their citizens and Iowa must do the same," Mr. Holt said.



Iowa's State Capitol in Des Moines is roughly 1,100 miles from the nearest point on the Mexican border, and 500 miles from Canada. 
About 6 percent
 of people in Iowa were born outside the United States.



The signing of the law showed that Republicans, even those far from the border, plan to continue focusing on immigration issues in this election year. Ms. Reynolds is one of several governors who have sent National Guard troops and law enforcement officers to Texas to support Gov. Greg Abbott's increasingly assertive approach to policing the border.



But the Iowa law, like one passed in Texas that has been challenged in court, goes beyond securing the border, and seeks to carve out a state role in policing illegal immigration, which has long been the exclusive domain of federal law enforcement. The Biden administration has called the Texas law, which makes it a state crime to cross the border illegally, an unconstitutional infringement on federal authority over immigration.



More states could follow in Texas and Iowa's footsteps. Arizona's Republican-controlled Legislature passed a measure this year that would have authorized the state police to arrest undocumented immigrants, but te bill was 
vetoed by the governor
, a Democrat. 
Several other states
 are weighing similar bills.
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An Oil Company Is Trespassing on Tribal Land in Wisconsin, Justice Dept. Says



Department lawyers said in a brief that Enbridge, a Canadian company, "lacks any legal right" to operate its Line 5 pipeline on reservation territory.




Enbridge's Line 5 equipment near the Straits of Mackinac in Michigan.




By Rebecca Halleck and Dionne Searcey


Apr 10, 2024


The Department of Justice has weighed in on a court battle over an oil and gas pipeline in Wisconsin, saying that a Canadian oil company has been willfully trespassing on tribal lands in the state for more than a decade.



On Wednesday, lawyers for the Justice Department filed a brief saying that the company, Enbridge, "lacks any legal right to remain" on the land, part of a reservation of the Bad River Band, an Ojibwe group. But the brief largely sidestepped the question of whether a 1970s treaty between the United States and Canada gives Enbridge the right to operate the pipeline indefinitely, as the company asserts.



Enbridge is fighting demands by state, tribal and judicial authorities to shut down the pipeline known as Line 5, which crosses 645 miles of Wisconsin and Michigan, in lawsuits pending in federal appellate court in each state.



The cases are being watched closely by tribes that see them as important for their sovereignty as well as by states that want greater control over pipelines within their boundaries. Environmentalists in both states have raised concerns about the deteriorating condition of Line 5 and the company's proposals to shore it up.



In December, the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals in Wisconsin asked Justice Department attorneys to submit an amicus brief specifically addressing the pipeline treaty.



But despite being asked to directly address the treaty, and after requesting multiple extensions, department lawyers essentially avoided the issue in their brief, saying that a lower court judge had "failed to adequately assess all of the public interests" related to the treaty issue.



The brief asserted that trade implications, diplomatic relations and tribal sovereignty were all factors the courts should reconsider.



In its filing, the Justice Department criticized a lower court decision from last year that ordered Enbridge pay $5 million in restitution to the Bad River Band, calling the sum a "paltry amount" that would fail to deter any company from trespassing on tribal land in the future.



Members of the Bad River Band said they were heartened at the DOJ's clear reaffirmation of the trespass finding, but disappointed that they stopped short of calling for an immediate shut down of Line 5.



"Enbridge should be required to promptly leave our Reservation, just like other companies that have trespassed on tribal land," Robert Blanchard, chairman and chief executive officer for the Bad River Band, said in a statement to The Times.



In a statement to The New York Times, Enbridge said the company "continues to work diligently to find an equitable and amicable solution with the Bad River Band that recognizes the Band's sovereignty and addresses their concerns while also allowing the continued delivery of vital energy that millions of people rely on every day throughout the Great Lakes region."



A spokesman for the Canadian Global Affairs ministry declined to immediately comment. Canada has backed Enbridge in court filings, saying that any shutdown of Line 5 could hurt Canadian customers.



The Justice Department's brief was 60 pages, nearly double the length allowed, but the court on Wednesday allowed it to stand.



Enbridge has invoked the treaty in the Michigan case, too, claiming it gives the company the right to continue transporting oil and gas unless or until the United States or Canadian federal governments say otherwise.



Tribal officials and supporters who had hoped to gain clarity on the federal government's position said they were frustrated with the Justice Department's filing.



"The courts passed the mic to the U.S., and the U.S. handed the mic right back to the courts," said Debbie Chizewer, an attorney for Earthjustice who is representing the Bay Mills Indian Community in the Michigan case.



Tribes assert that century-old treaties between the Bad River Band and the United States, which were signed decades before the United States and Canada agreed to the pipeline treaty, trump any agreements with Canada.



"We're talking about the very essence of what tribal sovereignty is," said David Gover, an attorney with the Native American Rights Fund working on the Line 5 litigation in Michigan.



Enbridge has taken steps in both Wisconsin and Michigan to address concerns.



In Michigan, where the pipeline crosses the narrow waterway between Lake Michigan and Lake Huron, Enbridge has proposed encasing a new segment of pipeline in a concrete tunnel to better protect it from shipping traffic in the Straits of Mackinac.



In Wisconsin, the company says it is prepared to reroute the pipeline around the Bad River Band's reservation, but lacks the permits necessary to do so.



The cases are playing out in two battleground states in the upcoming presidential race, and the pipeline issue is likely to surface in the campaign.



The Wisconsin appellate court has given the tribe and Enbridge an opportunity to respond to the Justice Department's brief by April 24.
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Former Correction Officers and Rikers Employees Charged With Corruption



Federal prosecutors said the defendants accepted bribes and smuggled in contraband, including drugs, for detainees at the troubled New York City jail.




In response to the complaints, the city's Department of Investigation recommended that the Correction Department use canine units to screen correction officers for drugs.




By Lola Fadulu


Apr 10, 2024


Five people who worked at the Rikers Island jail complex in New York City, as well as a detainee there, have been charged with corruption, including smuggling contraband into the jail, according to 
three complaints unsealed in Manhattan federal court
 on Tuesday.



Federal prosecutors said that in 2021 and 2022, several former city correction officers, a Department of Correction employee and an employee of a department contractor accepted bribes to smuggle in cellphones, oxycodone, marijuana, fentanyl and a synthetic drug known as K2.



Their actions made Rikers Island "less safe, for inmates and officers alike," Damian Williams, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, said in a statement, adding that the defendants "engaged in corruption for their own enrichment."



Five of the defendants were arrested on Tuesday; the sixth was already in state custody. Lawyers for the defendants could not immediately be identified.



During the period in which the officers and other employees are accused of smuggling drugs into the jail, visitation had stopped because of the coronavirus pandemic, but the number of overdoses in the city's jail system had spiked.



In 2021, were 113 overdoses in city jails that required a 911 call -- a 55 percent increase from the previous year, according to data from Correctional Health Services, the agency that provides health care to detainees. In 2022, five of the 19 people who died in the jails or soon after release had overdosed on drugs.



In one of the unsealed complaints, investigators said that from December 2021 through February 2022, Carlos Rivera, 27, of Yonkers, N.Y., a correction officer at the North Infirmary Command at the time, met in the Bronx with associates of an detainee to pick up contraband, including cellphones and drugs, to bring into the jail for that inmate.



During an interview with officials in June 2022, Mr. Rivera estimated that he had received around $500 in bribes via Cash App, a mobile payment service, according to the complaint.



Mr. Rivera was charged with conspiracy to commit honest services wire fraud and conspiracy to distribute narcotics and controlled substances. Each charge carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison.



In another complaint, investigators said that from March through at least April 2022, Chantal de los Santos, 30, a former correction officer, worked with two inmates to bribe Shanequa Washington, 39, a correction program counselor, to smuggle contraband into the jail.



Ms. de los Santos gave Ms. Washington paper sheets that federal authorities believe were soaked in controlled substances. Ms. Washington brought the sheets into the jail and gave them to an inmate with whom she was in a romantic relationship, investigators said. That inmate and another detainee then sold some of the sheets to other inmates.



Ms. Washington received at least $4,000 in payments from the sale of the sheets, the complaint said. After smuggling in sheets on another occasion, she received more than $6,500 on Cash App.



Ms. de los Santos also worked with inmates to bribe Kenneth Webster, 42, who worked for a contractor that provided services at Rikers Island, to smuggle in contraband, the complaint said. Ms. de los Santos gave Mr. Webster cigarettes, alcohol, cellphones, electronic tablets and paper sheets that appeared to be soaked in controlled substances. Mr. Webster brought the contraband to two inmates, who later sold it to others; in return, Ms. de los Santos paid him in cash, investigators said.



Ms. de los Santos was charged with one count of conspiracy to commit bribery, which carries a maximum penalty of five years in prison. She was also charged with two counts of conspiracy to commit honest services wire fraud.



Ms. Washington and Mr. Webster were charged with conspiracy to commit honest services wire fraud; Ms. Washington was also charged with conspiracy to commit bribery.



In the third complaint, investigators said that roughly between July and August 2021, Stephanie Davila, 30, a former correction officer, conspired with Kristopher Francisco, 29, an inmate, to bribe another correction officer to smuggle in contraband. Ms. Davila and Mr. Francisco were in a romantic relationship and paid the other officer cash to smuggle in fentanyl, marijuana, K2, cigarettes and cellphones, the complaint said.



Ms. Davila and Mr. Francisco were both charged with conspiracy to commit bribery, conspiracy to commit honest services wire fraud and conspiracy to distribute narcotics and controlled substances. The other correction officer is a cooperating witness.



After the complaints were unsealed, the New York City Department of Investigation issued eight recommendations, including that the Correction Department place canine units at the staff entrance at Rikers to screen correction officers for drugs and that it hire contractors or external law enforcement to serve as front gate staff.



The unsealing of the complaints comes amid 
efforts to close the troubled jail complex
, which has been under scrutiny over high rates of violence and reports of unsafe conditions for detainees. New York City this week 
agreed to pay more than $28 million
 to settle a lawsuit filed by the family of a man who suffered severe brain damage after he tried to hang himself in a Rikers Island jail cell as several correction officers stood by.



Jan Ransom
 contributed reporting.
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13 Young Men Charged in Brooklyn Synagogue 'Tunnel' Melee



Some of the defendants are accused of breaking through a wall between an excavated space and the sanctuary, part of the headquarters of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement.




Thirteen young men charged in connection with the destruction of a wall inside a Brooklyn synagogue appeared in court on Wednesday. Their lawyer, Levi Huebner, addressed the judge.




By Katherine Rosman


Apr 10, 2024


Thirteen members of a Hasidic Jewish community were arraigned on Wednesday on charges stemming from a January incident in which a wall inside a famous Brooklyn synagogue was damaged by young men wielding a hammer and crowbar -- setting off a melee that was captured on video.



The 13 people, all young men, pleaded not guilty in State Supreme Court in Brooklyn to charges that ranged from criminal mischief to obstructing governmental administration. Another four defendants were absent because they were in Israel, according to their lawyer, Levi Huebner.



Justice Adam Perlmutter ordered the defendants, many of whom are from Israel, to turn over their passports. He denied prosecutors' request to ban the young men from the synagogue, on Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, which is where they both worship and study.



The synagogue is a part of a complex of buildings that are centered by a gothic revival structure at 770 Eastern Parkway and is the global headquarters of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement. Referred to as 770, it is one of the most significant religious sites in New York.



According to Mr. Huebner, most of the defendants came to New York from Israel to study the Torah and the teachings of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, known as the Rebbe.



The Rebbe, who died in 1994, is considered to be the messiah by many in the Lubavitch sect, and during his lifetime he called for the expansion of the synagogue, which is packed sardine-like every day with worshipers from around the world. The squeeze on the Sabbath and Jewish holidays is even more extreme.



In January, after news reports revealed that a space adjacent to the synagogue had been secretly excavated, the building owners called for cement trucks to fill the space. Before they could, some students broke through the wall between the dug-out space and the synagogue, the police said. They appeared in video footage being cheered by fellow students as they were arrested.



"They did it to expand 770 and make it bigger," a man who gave his name as Zalmy Grossman said in January. "They have come to fulfill the rebbe's wishes."



None of the young men charged in the January incident are accused of excavating the passage outside the sanctuary.



City inspectors and the media referred to the excavated space as a "tunnel," a characterization which many in the Lubavitch movement say maligns and casts unspoken suspicions upon the insular community.



The city's Buildings Department closed down parts of 770 to 
investigate
 the damage and issued two citations against Lubavitch leaders for work conducted without proper permits. By the end of the week, the excavated space had been filled with cement, and city inspectors allowed the synagogue to open again.




The morning after the arrests, police officers blocked the entrance to the synagogue building. 




At the hearing on Wednesday, the indicted men wore traditional Lubavitch dress of dark suits and skullcaps, placing their large black fedoras on their laps as they sat in the courtroom. Most ranged in age from 18 to 21, and few spoke English fluently.



Mendel Gerlitzky, who was arraigned on charges of criminal mischief and reckless endangerment, was raised in Brooklyn and prays at 770 three times a day. While many of his fellow defendants declined to comment, Mr. Gerlitzky did not hesitate to draw attention. On the lapel of his black suit, he wore a pin in the shape of a shovel. It featured a tiny etching of the synagogue and the words "expand 770."



Mr. Gerlitzky said that the media and law enforcement, emboldened by the Chabad leaders at 770, have exaggerated the impact of the January incident. "The whole story has been blown out of proportion," he said, adding that many people in the Crown Heights community favor an expansion of 770, even if they do not condone excavations done without permits.



Rabbi Motti Seligson, a spokesman for the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
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New York Is Winding Down Contract With Migrant Services Operator



DocGo, which has a $432 million contract with the city, faced allegations of providing migrants with false papers, wasting food and hiring unlicensed security guards.




DocGo landed a $432 million contract to provide services to migrants last spring.




By Jay Root


Apr 10, 2024


New York City will soon part ways with DocGo, which has provided services to migrants under a lucrative $432 million contract, city officials said Tuesday.



Last spring, the company, a medical services provider that had multimillion-dollar contracts to provide Covid tests and vaccinations, landed a no-bid contract to house and care for migrants in the city and upstate despite having no broad experience dealing with asylum seekers.



But the company quickly 
faced allegations
 that its employees or subcontractors had mistreated and lied to migrants, provided them with fake work papers, 
wasted
 staggering amounts of food and 
hired
 unlicensed security guards. In the wake of reporting by The New York Times and other news outlets, Attorney General Letitia James 
started an investigation
 into DocGo over possible violations of state or federal laws regarding the treatment of people in its care.



In a written statement Tuesday, as 
first reported
 by Politico, Mayor Eric Adams's chief of staff, Camille Joseph Varlack, said the city would not renew DocGo's contract to house and care for migrants in New York City hotels when it expires in early May, one year after it took effect. A Texas-based company, Garner Environmental Services, will take over those services temporarily -- at a cost of $10 less per person, per night than DocGo receives, officials said.



"This will ultimately allow the city to save more money and will allow others, including nonprofits and internationally recognized resettlement providers, to apply to do this critical work, and ensures we are continuing to use city funds as efficiently and effectively as possible," Ms. Varlack said.



The city will begin a competitive bidding process to find a new provider to take over the work.



But Ms. Varlack said the city was working on a temporary contract extension for DocGo's services upstate in order to minimize disruptions to the 1,800 or so migrants, including school-age children, who are in DocGo's care at cut-rate motels from Westchester County to Buffalo. City Hall says the extension will last until a new provider is selected in the competitive bidding process.



In a statement, a DocGo spokesman, Rob Ford, said the company would continue to provide services to migrants under its upstate contract extension. The city hospital system, NYC Health + Hospitals, separately awarded migrant services contracts to DocGo, including one for handling intake at the Roosevelt Hotel in Midtown Manhattan. The status of those contracts was not immediately clear.



NYC Health + Hospitals did not immediately respond to requests for comment on Tuesday.



"DocGo is immensely proud of the exceptional work that our team has accomplished and continues to perform," Mr. Ford said. "At the peak of the crisis, when New York City was seeing over 600 new arrivals each day, the city's flex housing program provided essential capacity and helped ensure families and children did not have to sleep on the street."



The New York City comptroller, Brad Lander, who 
sharply criticized
 the Adams administration for hiring DocGo and 
used his power
 to limit the mayor's ability to enter into similar emergency contracting deals, said he was relieved that the company was on the way out.



"After my office repeatedly sounded the alarm on how ill-prepared DocGo was to provide adequate services to asylum seekers, I'm relieved that the administration finally came to its senses," Mr. Lander said. Still, he said he remained concerned about the city's use of emergency contracts to care for migrants.



"The city's haphazard management of these contracts, especially DocGo, exemplifies the pitfalls of continuing to treat asylum seekers like an emergency for two years, rather than providing services that will get them work authorization, status, security, safety so that they can thrive in New York," Mr. Lander said.



City Councilwoman Gale Brewer, who for months has been calling on the city to use nonprofit providers to help migrants, said the city's decision to end the no-bid contract was "long overdue."



"And much money down the drain," she said.
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In Trump's Criminal Trial, These Are the Jurors Each Side Wants



Prosecutors in Donald Trump's Manhattan trial may prefer jurors who watch MSNBC and are highly educated. Defense lawyers may favor police officers and sanitation workers.




The choice of 12 New Yorkers to sit in judgment of the president will be among the most important decisions in the trial.




By Jesse McKinley, Kate Christobek and Maggie Haberman


Apr 10, 2024


On April 15, several hundred New Yorkers will file into a Manhattan courtroom to be scrutinized by prosecutors and defense attorneys, probed and prodded for signs that they could sway -- or stymie -- the first criminal trial of a former American president.



Lawyers representing the State of New York and Donald J. Trump will help select the 12 people who will decide the former president's fate.



The lawyers will try to divine unspoken political biases, opinions about law enforcement and other hidden agendas. The potential jurors, who could face public anger and threats if they are chosen, will be asked about their education, occupations, families and news sources.



The questions will drill slowly deeper: Potential jurors, all from one of the state's most liberal counties, will be asked to reveal whether they volunteered for or against Mr. Trump. Perhaps most critically, they will be asked whether their feelings would interfere with their ability to be fair.



Seating the members of the jury 
and several alternates
 could take two weeks or more, and the choices may be as pivotal as any evidence presented in court.



"It's the most important part," said 
Arthur Aidala, a defense attorney
 whose 
firm
 has had many high-profile clients, including Rudy Giuliani, Mr. Trump's former lawyer. "And the hardest part too."



Mr. Trump faces several trials, but other cases are mired in delays. The 12 jurors in Manhattan who will decide whether Mr. Trump falsified business records to hide an affair with a porn star will bear unblinking scrutiny: For conservatives, the trial is a chance to expose what they see as an abuse of prosecutorial power and a Democrat-led plot to derail Mr. Trump. For liberals, it could be the only test of the judicial system's power over the former president before the election this fall.



The stakes of jury selection are particularly high for Mr. Trump's team, which is aware of 
the former president's poor standing
 among many in New York County -- Manhattan, as most people know it -- which 
overwhelmingly voted for President Biden
 in 2020. Mr. Trump's legal team sees the case as winnable, although some believe a full acquittal is less likely than the prospect of finding jurors willing to cause a mistrial by holding out against a unanimous guilty verdict, according to two people with direct knowledge of the discussions.



Mr. Trump's lawyers want a jury that includes younger Black men and white working-class men, particularly public employees like police officers, firefighters and sanitation workers. Those who have had bad experiences with the legal system will also be prized by the defense, which has cast the case as politically motivated.



Polls have shown that 
voters
 who haven't graduated from college tend 
to favor Republicans
. So prosecutors, conversely, will probably be looking for more educated voters from Democratic neighborhoods, fishing for those who consume news from sources like MSNBC, known for its outspoken liberal hosts, and who are fond of late-night comedians like Stephen Colbert, who hosted 
a presidential panel with Mr. Biden
 on 
March 28
.



Each potential juror will be answer a uniform set of questions, and lawyers can ask follow-ups. Some queries may be designed to uncover biases against -- or allegiances to -- Mr. Trump, such as whether jurors  have any feelings or opinions about how Mr. Trump is being treated in this case, or whether they believe a former president can be criminally charged in state court.



Each side will be able to remove a limited number of jurors without explanation, a so-called peremptory challenge. They can also ask for jurors to be removed "for cause" by providing specific reasons they believe a juror cannot be fair and impartial.



Those disqualifications are critical.



"It's always most important to know who your worst jurors are going to be," said Renato Stabile, an attorney who does jury consulting. "It's jury deselection, not jury selection. Because you can only control who you are getting rid of."



Unlike most trials, where many potential jurors are loath to serve, some may be actively trying to get seated in this case. Michael Farkas, a defense attorney, said that those who seem to be angling for the jury "are the people who are most likely to have a partisan agenda."



Some may not be completely forthcoming.



"Getting 12 jurors you think you actually know is difficult enough in a regular case," said Mr. Farkas. "In a case like this, both parties can pretty much rest assured that they are going to have people on the jury that aren't being completely honest about how they feel."



Mr. Aidala was blunter about potential jurors.



"They lie," he said, adding, "People want to be on that jury because they think they're going to write a book or they're going to be on '20/20' or '48 Hours' or one of those things."



Prosecutors are aware of the perils of trying famous defendants, and Mr. Trump is globally famous.



"People know who he is," said Joshua Steinglass, a senior trial counsel with Mr. Bragg's office, at a Feb. 15 hearing on jury selection. "They're going to have an opinion one way or the other. They can like him or dislike him. They can still be fair jurors so long as that is not going to affect their abilities to fairly judge the evidence."




The judge in the case has said that Donald Trump's fame could have an outsize effect on the jury.




In Justice Juan M. Merchan's decision issued last week expanding a gag order on Mr. Trump, he suggested that the former president's fame could influence deliberations.



"The conventional 'David vs. Goliath' roles are no longer in play as demonstrated by the singular power defendant's words have on countless others," the justice wrote.



Justice Merchan could wield significant influence: In courtrooms, jurors often look to judges for guidance. By repeatedly attacking Justice Merchan, Mr. Trump could risk punishment, and jurors could find themselves sympathetic to the judge trying to contain him.



The case itself is relatively straightforward: Mr. Trump faces nearly three dozen felony counts of falsifying business records related to a hush-money payment made to Stormy Daniels, a porn actress, to buy her silence in the waning days of the 2016 presidential campaign.



At first blush, Mr. Trump's jury pool appears to be unfriendly: 
70 percent of Manhattan's 1.1 million registered voters
 are Democrats, Many know the defendant well, since he 
once called New York his home
 and made his name in its tabloid newspapers. Juries and judges in Manhattan have already found Mr. Trump liable for 
committing sexual abuse
, 
defaming his accuser
 and, most recently, for wildly inflating 
his net worth to obtain better loan terms
.



Valerie Hans, 
a professor of law
 at Cornell University who has 
studied jur
y behavior, said that pretrial publicity typically favors prosecutors, but that dynamic could be altered by Mr. Trump's divisive behavior.



"Trump has not ceded the pretrial publicity to the prosecution in this case at all," said Ms. Hans, noting that Mr. Trump has repeatedly referred to case as a "witch hunt," a view that his supporters echo.



"It can help shape how people look at the evidence that's presented at trial from the very start," she said, adding, "People are more likely to agree with things they have heard many times before."



Mr. Trump seems well aware of the public relations battle he's waging in his hometown. The presumptive Republican nominee, who faces three other indictments, has repeatedly called for a crackdown on crime. He recently attended the 
wake of a slain New York City police officer
 where he told more than a dozen police officers that the country needed to "get back to law and order."



He has attacked Justice Merchan again and again and said the justice system is rigged against him.



The judge has moved to defend the citizens who may decide the former president's fate. New York State 
does not allow juries to operate in full anonymity
, but in early March Justice Merchan 
ordered prospective jurors' identities to be shielded from the public
, while effectively barring Mr. Trump from exposing who the jurors are. The former president will not have access even to their addresses.



Lawyers for both sides, however, will know the jurors' names. They will scour potential jurors' social media accounts as well as their voter registration and voting histories, which will show whether they voted but not for whom.



Earlier this year, the federal jurors who found Mr. Trump liable for defaming the writer E. Jean Carroll and ordered him to pay her $83.3 million, 
were completely anonymous
. Judge Lewis A. Kaplan encouraged them to stay that way.



"My advice to you is that you never disclose that you were on this jury," Judge Kaplan told them at the end of the trial. "And I won't say anything more about it."



Jurors in the criminal trial will also be subject to an intense media spotlight, with scores of reporters packing the courtroom and a constant barrage of commentary from social media and traditional news outlets.



And, of course, they will have to reckon with Mr. Trump, who will sit in the court for weeks just feet away from them. In the Carroll trial, he was fixated on the jurors from the moment they walked into the courtroom. He pivoted to study them as they answered biographical questions and frequently talked to his attorneys.



But his participation may have been a double-edged sword. For prospective jurors, it provided their first glimpse of Mr. Trump's pique at being a defendant.



Judge Kaplan read a summary of the case to them, including the established finding that Mr. Trump had sexually assaulted Ms. Carroll. Later, Judge Kaplan asked the prospective jurors whether any believed that the court system was treating the former president unfairly.



Mr. Trump raised his hand.
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Trump Loses Third Try This Week to Delay Manhattan Trial



Donald J. Trump was turned down when he asked an appeals court -- again -- to stave off his prosecution on charges that he faked business records to cover up a sex scandal.




Donald J. Trump's lawyers have tried repeatedly to get Justice Juan M. Merchan thrown off the case. 




By Jonah E. Bromwich, William K. Rashbaum and Ben Protess


Apr 10, 2024


Lawyers for Donald J. Trump have spent this week seeking to stave off the former president's trial on charges that he covered up a sex scandal.



They tried again Wednesday. Again, they failed. 



In Mr. Trump's latest last-minute bid to delay a trial that starts Monday, he filed a civil action in an appeals court against the judge in the case. It sought to delay the trial while the appeals court reconsidered several of the judge's rulings. 



A single appellate court judge, Ellen Gesmer, promptly rejected Mr. Trump's request. Mr. Trump can now have his action heard by a full panel of five appellate court judges, but it would be nearly impossible for the court to act before the trial begins.



This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Six Things to Know About 'Forever Chemicals'



The federal government is ordering the removal of PFAS, a class of chemicals that poses serious health risks, from drinking water systems across the country.




PFAS is everywhere, including drinking water. A researcher pouring a water sample.




By Lisa Friedman


Apr 10, 2024


Almost half the tap water in the United States contains PFAS, a class of chemicals linked to serious health problems. On Wednesday, the Environmental Protection Agency announced that, for the first time, municipal utilities will have to detect and remove PFAS from drinking water.



Here's what you need to know.



What are PFAS?



In 1938 a young chemist working on refrigerants for Dupont accidentally discovered a new compound that was remarkably resistant to water and grease, a finding that would lead to the creation of the Teflon brand of nonstick cookware.



Today there are nearly 15,000 per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, which collectively go by the acronym PFAS, according to a database maintained by the E.P.A.



The common link is that they have a special bond of carbon and fluoride atoms, making them incredibly strong and resistant to heat, water, oil and dirt. For that reason, PFAS is used for everyday items as varied as microwave popcorn bags, water-repellent clothing and stain-resistant carpets. PFAS are also in firefighting foam, cosmetics, shampoos, toys and even dental floss.



Where are PFAS?



Everywhere, including drinking water. The indestructible nature that makes PFAS useful in some products also makes them harmful to human health. The chemicals are virtually indestructible and do not fully degrade, accumulating in the environment and the human body.



The chemicals are so ubiquitous that they can be found in the blood of almost every person in the country. One recent government study detected PFAS chemicals 
in nearly half of the nation's tap water
. A global study of more than 45,000 water samples around the world found that about 31 percent of tested groundwater samples that weren't near any obvious source of contamination 
had PFAS levels considered harmful
 to human health.



What does PFAS do to the body?



According to the E.P.A., exposure to PFAS can cause damage to the liver and immune system and also has been linked to low birth weight, birth defects and developmental delays as well as increased risk of some prostate, kidney and testicular cancers. New research published in the past year found links between PFAS exposure and a delay in the onset of puberty in girls, leading to a higher incidence of breast cancer, renal disease and thyroid disease; a decrease in bone density in teenagers, potentially leading to osteoporosis; and an increased risk of Type 2 diabetes in women.



Why didn't the E.P.A. regulate PFAS in water sooner?



Many environmental advocates argue that PFAS contamination should have been dealt with long ago.



"For generations, PFAS chemicals slid off every federal environmental law like a fried egg off a Teflon pan," said Ken Cook, president and co-founder of the Environmental Working Group, a nonprofit advocacy group.



Activists blame chemical companies, which for decades hid evidence of the dangers of PFAS, according to lawsuits and 
a peer-reviewed study
, published in the Annals of Global Health, of previously secret industry documents.



The new E.P.A. rule requires utilities to reduce PFAS in drinking water to near-zero levels.



How can I get rid of PFAS?



Not easily. In homes, filters attached to faucets or in pitchers generally do not remove PFAS substances. Under-sink reverse-osmosis systems have been shown to remove most but not all PFAS 
in studies performed by scientists
 at Duke University and North Carolina State University.



Municipal water systems can install one of several technologies including carbon filtration or a reverse-osmosis water filtration system that can reduce levels of the chemicals.



Now that limits have been set, when will PFAS disappear from tap water?



It could take years. Under the rule, a water system has three years to monitor and report its PFAS levels. Then, if the levels exceed the E.P.A.'s new standard, the utility will have another two years to purchase and install filtration technology.



But trade groups and local governments are expected to mount legal challenges against the regulation, potentially delaying it even before a court makes a final ruling. And if former President Donald J. Trump were to retake the White House in November, his administration could also reverse or weaken the rule.
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Without More Aid, Ukraine Could Lose the War, U.S. General Says



The United States gives Ukraine's military most of two critical munitions that are in shortest supply: artillery shells and air-defense interceptors.




A Ukrainian soldier with an American-made M777 howitzer last month. Frontline forces in Ukraine are rationing their artillery shells because they do not have a reliable Western supplier, a U.S. general said.




By Eric Schmitt


Apr 10, 2024


The top American military commander in Europe warned on Wednesday that Ukraine could lose the war with Russia if the United States did not send more ammunition to Ukrainian forces, and fast.



"The situation is extremely serious," Gen. Christopher G. Cavoli, the head of the Pentagon's European Command, told the House Armed Services Committee.



General Cavoli, who is also NATO's top military commander, said Ukraine's allies had provided much of the equipment and arms that Kyiv needed to combat the larger Russian military, including all donated fuel and 90 percent of its tanks. But the United States gives Ukraine most of the two critical munitions that are in shortest supply: artillery shells and air-defense interceptors.



"If we do not continue to support Ukraine, Ukraine will run out of artillery shells and will run out of air defense interceptors in fairly short order," General Cavoli said. "Based on my experience in 37-plus years in the U.S. military, if one side can shoot and the other side can't shoot back, the side that can't shoot back loses."



General Cavoli, a Russia specialist in the U.S. Army, rarely speaks in public. His comments during his annual appearance before Congress to present his command's budget request and priorities were a sobering assessment of the impact of the U.S. delay in sending Ukraine a $60 billion aid package that congressional Republicans have stalled for six months.




Gen. Christopher G. Cavoli at NATO headquarters in January. On Wednesday, he pleaded with lawmakers to approve an infusion of aid to Ukraine.




Frontline forces in Ukraine are rationing their artillery shells because they do not have a reliable Western supplier, General Cavoli said. That has allowed Russian troops to outfire Ukrainian forces by a 5-to-1 ratio, the general said. "That will immediately go to 10 to 1 in a matter of weeks" without additional American aid, he added.



"Their ability to defend their terrain that they currently hold and their airspace would fade rapidly -- will fade rapidly -- without the supplemental, without continued U.S. support," General Cavoli said.



His command in Germany oversees multinational efforts to train, advise and equip Ukrainian forces, including on how to operate and maintain arms such as M1 Abrams battle tanks, F-16 fighter jets and HIMARS artillery.



General Cavoli, joined by Celeste A. Wallander, the Pentagon's top policy official for Ukraine and Russia, pleaded with lawmakers to approve the infusion of aid to Ukraine. After months of refusing to bring up the aid bill, Speaker Mike Johnson is 
now searching for a way
 to advance it despite a threat from conservative Republicans to oust him if he does.



Nearly every Democrat on the Armed Services Committee urged Mr. Johnson to put the measure to a vote to help stymie President Vladimir V. Putin's war machine. Representative Mike D. Rogers, an Alabama Republican who heads the panel, also urged support for the infusion of Ukraine aid.



"Congress needs to pass the national security supplemental," Mr. Rogers said. "If the United States is unable to send additional weapons to Ukraine, Putin will win."



"Nearly all the money we're spending to arm Ukraine doesn't leave this country," Mr. Rogers said. "It goes directly to U.S. companies and American workers to produce more weapons at a faster pace."



Ms. Wallander said $48 billion of the bill's $60 billion would go to defense contractors across 40 states to make arms bound for Ukraine or to replenish Pentagon stockpiles.



The Pentagon officials said that while Russia had lost more than 2,000 tanks and more than 315,000 of its troops had been killed or injured in the war, the Kremlin was reconstituting its army far faster than initial American estimates suggested.



"The army is actually now larger -- by 15 percent -- than it was when it invaded Ukraine," General Cavoli wrote in his prepared remarks. "Over the past year, Russia increased its frontline troop strength from 360,000 to 470,000. Russia's army increased the upper age limit for conscription from 27 to 30, which increases the pool of available military conscripts by two million for years to come."



Russia has announced plans to restructure its ground forces and expand its military to 1.5 million troops, the general said.



And with that army, Russia not only has designs on seizing as much of Ukraine as it can -- it occupies about 20 percent of the country now -- but it also poses a long-term security threat to Europe, the Pentagon officials.



"Putin is not going to stop at Ukraine," Ms. Wallander said.
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Herbert Kroemer, 95, Dies; Laid Groundwork for Modern Technologies



He shared a Nobel Prize in Physics for discoveries that paved the way for high-speed internet communication, mobile phones and bar-code readers.




Herbert Kroemer in 2000, when he was awarded a Nobel Prize in Physics for his contributions to the development of so-called heterostructures.




By Dylan Loeb McClain


Apr 09, 2024


Herbert Kroemer, a German-born American physicist who was awarded the Nobel Prize for his part in discoveries that paved the way for the development of many trappings of modern life, including high-speed internet communication, mobile phones and bar-code readers, died on March 8. He was 95.



The death was 
announced
 by the University of California, Santa Barbara, where he was an emeritus professor. No further details were provided in a statement.



Dr. Kroemer's most important contributions were in the development of so-called heterostructures. They vastly enhance the speed, and therefore the power, of transistors and other types of semiconductors that are the building blocks of all electronic equipment.



The Nobel Committee's recognition of Dr. Kroemer's work was unusual, since his breakthrough was in applied science rather than in pure research, which is typically where the biggest advances in the understanding of physics occur. But by the time he received a share, with two other scientists, of the 
Nobel Prize in Physics
 in 2000, the impact of his work was so enormous, it could not be denied.



His most significant research was done entirely while he was employed in the private sector.



Dr. Kroemer, who had earned his Ph.D. from the University of Gottingen in Germany just before his 24th birthday -- a young age for a theoretical physicist -- went to work for the German postal service in 1952 because, he said in a 2008 interview with the Nobel Institute, there were no postdoctoral positions available at the time.



The postal service had created a small laboratory and research group to look into how to improve telecommunications, staffed with experts in designing experiments. But they needed a theoretician to help them understand what was happening. Dr. Kroemer's job, as he explained it, was to poke his nose into everyone else's business, so long as he did not touch any of the equipment.



At the time, the experimentalists were having trouble making use of transistors, which had been invented at Bell Laboratories in Murray Hill, N.J., five years earlier. It was clear that transistors, which consist of an electron emitter (electrons), a base and an electron collector (holes), were a great technological leap forward, but they were too slow for practical applications. They were inefficient -- electrons going from the emitter to the base often flowed back to the emitter -- and they could not handle high-frequency signals.



Dr. Kroemer's first idea was to create a graded base so that the electrons would provide a greater charge, or more energy, as they went from the emitter to the collector, much as water does as it approaches a beach in waves that crash along the shore. The problem was that the technology did not exist at that time to build one. (It does now, and such graded bases are used in today's transistors.)



A colleague at the postal service, Alfons Hahnlein, said that Dr. Kroemer's idea was not possible, that the most that could be done was to build a transistor in which the emitter had a wider energy gap than the base. 



But Dr. Kroemer thought that a wider energy gap could be created by either introducing impurities into the semiconductor materials, a process called doping, or by making the collectors and emitters out of different materials altogether, which is the common method used today.



The idea for the heterostructure had been born.




Dr. Kroemer's work helped vastly enhance the speed of transistors, the semiconductors that switch and amplify electricity and that are the building blocks of all electronic equipment.




Dr. Kroemer published one paper about his ideas in 1954 and two more in 1957. It would take a couple of decades before the technology existed to build good heterostructure transistors. In the meantime, he moved on to other projects.



In 1963, Dr. Kroemer, then at Varian Associates, a company in Palo Alto, Calif., that made electromagnetic equipment, had a reason to revisit the idea. A colleague there, Sol Miller, gave a lecture on semiconductor lasers, which had been developed the year before. Dr. Miller said that the lasers had two drawbacks: They needed low temperatures, and the pulses they emitted would always be limited, meaning their energy would also be limited.



As soon as Dr. Miller finished speaking, Dr. Kroemer rose and said, "'But that's a pile of nonsense,'" he recounted in his Nobel lecture. "Actually, I used some stronger language."



What Dr. Kroemer realized was that if a semiconductor laser was built from two different materials, each with heterostructure properties, it would overcome the problems that Dr. Miller had outlined.



Dr. Kroemer wrote up his idea and submitted it to the journal Applied Physics Letters, which rejected it. But he was persuaded to submit it to Proceedings of the IEEE, a journal primarily geared toward engineering, and it was accepted. He filed for a patent in 1967.



The idea eventually led to the development of laser diodes, which underlie many of today's most widely used technologies, including fiber-optic cables, satellite communications and bar-code readers.



It was for this work that he and 
Zhores I. Alferov
, a Russian scientist who had independently developed a similar technology, were jointly awarded half of the Nobel. The other half went to 
Jack S. Kilby
, an American scientist, for the development of the integrated circuit.




Dr. Kroemer received his Nobel from King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden on Dec. 10, 2000. Dr. Kroemer shared the prize with a fellow American, Jack S. Kilby, and Zhores I. Alferov of Russia.




Herbert Kroemer was born on Aug. 25, 1928, in the city of Weimar, Germany, the eldest of three brothers. His father was a civil servant and his mother took care of the home. Neither parent had finished high school, but they emphasized education for their children. (When Dr. Kroemer eventually decided to study physics, he recalled, his father asked what that was and whether he could make a living at it.)



The young Herbert displayed an immediate aptitude for math and physics, but he was also bored and disruptive. In math, he got into trouble by teaching some other students methods that they did not understand, whereupon the teacher made a deal with him: If he would refrain from disrupting the class, he did not have to turn in any work and would be guaranteed a top grade. He stuck to the deal.



After high school, he entered the University of Jena, about 15 miles southeast of Weimar. The entire region, which lay in East Germany, was by then under the jurisdiction of the Soviet Union, and Dr. Kroemer, like many students and professors, chafed under the restrictive government. After only a year, he decided to leave.



This was in 1948, during the Berlin Blockade, when the Allies were flying supplies into West Berlin after the Soviets had cut off railway, road and canal access. Dr. Kroemer, who had worked for the summer at Siemens, the technology company, stood in line for two days at the airport, then flew out on a British plane.



Before he left, he had written to several universities seeking admission. He eventually found a spot at the University of Gottingen, where he was tutored by 
Fritz Sauter
, who specialized in solid-state physics. After Dr. Kroemer gave a colloquium on a new idea relating to transistors, Dr. Sauter suggested that he submit his paper for his master's in theoretical physics. A year later, in 1952, Dr. Kroemer obtained his Ph.D.



After Varian Associates, he worked for Semiconductor Research and Development Laboratory in San Jose, Calif. In 1968, he joined the faculty of the University of Colorado as a professor of electrical engineering. He joined the University of California, Santa Barbara, again as a professor of electrical engineering, in 1976 and finished his career there in 2012. He spent a good deal of time during his academic work developing and refining heterostructures.



Dr. Kroemer and his wife, Marie Louise Kroemer, had met at Gottingen, where she was a student. They had five children. Information about his survivors was not immediately available.



Though Dr. Kroemer did much of his groundbreaking research while working in private industry, he noted somewhat ruefully in his Nobel lecture that he had not been able to develop laser diodes, for example, because the companies he worked for initially saw no value in the idea. The problem, he said, was that people often want immediate uses for new technology.



"It is totally pointless when it comes to a new research idea to ask, 'Well, what is it good for?'" he said, "because very often the applications have to be created first."
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Eli Noyes, Animator Who Turned Clay and Sand Into Art, Dies at 81



His innovative stop-motion animation influenced a generation of filmmakers, including the creators of Wallace and Gromit.




Eli Noyes in 2018. His stop-motion animation inspired a generation of filmmakers.




By Michael S. Rosenwald


Apr 03, 2024


Eli Noyes, a filmmaker whose use of clay and sand in stop-motion animation garnered an Oscar nomination and shaped the aesthetic of Nickelodeon and MTV during the early days of cable television, died on March 23 at his home in San Francisco. He was 81.



His wife, the artist 
Augusta Talbot
, said the cause was prostate cancer.



Mr. Noyes made his first film, "
Clay or the Origin of Species
," in 1965 as an undergraduate student at Harvard. To the accompaniment of a jazz quartet, clay model animals whimsically portray evolution in 
the movie
, which lasts just under nine minutes.



Though stop-motion filmmaking had existed for decades and clay was used in the 1950s to create animated characters like Gumby, directors and cinephiles credited Mr. Noyes's rookie effort with reviving interest in the technique at a time when hand-drawn characters were more popular.




"Clay or the Origin of the Species" (1965), Mr. Noyes's first film, was nominated for an Academy Award.




The film was 
nominated
 for an Academy Award for best animated short subject.



"This recognition served as a tremendous boost to the credibility of clay as an animation medium, bulldozing a path for even greater works," Rick Cooper, a former production manager for 
Will Vinton
 Productions, a Claymation film company, 
wrote
 in the journal Design for Arts in Education.



Peter Lord, a founder of 
Aardman Animations
, the English studio that used clay in the production of the "Wallace and Gromit" films, "Chicken Run" and other popular animated features, recalled seeing "Clay or the Origin of Species" on British television when he was getting started as a filmmaker.




A scene from the 2005 animated feature "Wallace & Gromit: The Curse of the Were-Rabbit." One of the creators of Wallace and Gromit, Peter Lord, credited Mr. Noyes with inspiring his work.




"If I hadn't seen this film, I swear I would have never gotten started in stop-motion animation," Mr. Lord said in an interview. "Seeing clay brought to life in that way was a true revelation. It's really to do with the material. It is quite primitive, but full of life and invention."



Mr. Noyes followed "Clay or the Origin of Species" with several animated and stop-motion films, including "
Peanut Butter & Jelly
," a stop-motion short in which his brother, Fred, made a sandwich, and "
Sandman
," a three-minute tale, set to bluegrass music, of a sandman going to bed.



In 1976, several of his films were shown during an event at the Greenwich Village art-house theater Film Forum. "Mr. Noyes is a filmmaker of impressive accomplishment, and his work deserves to be seen," the New York Times film critic 
Richard Eder
 wrote in his 
review
.




Mr. Noyes's early films included "Peanut Butter & Jelly," starring his brother, Fred.




The next year, public television featured Mr. Noyes's films in a three-part series.



"Essentially, Noyes's works are expanded remarks, rhythmic and visual," the Washington Post television critic 
Tom Shales
 
wrote
. "At their worst they are ingenuous and at their best they are ingenuous, too, which is certainly better than pretentious."



Mr. Noyes drew even wider attention for his work on cable television in the 1970s and '80s.



He used sand to make animated pinwheels for Nickelodeon's first show, "Pinwheel," which had a cast of both puppets and people. In 1983, he founded Noyes & Laybourne with Kit Laybourne, a television producer. The company made several hit shows for the network, including "Eureeka's Castle."



In 1988, the duo joined Colossal Pictures, an Emmy Award-winning entertainment company, and created the animation and graphics for MTV's "Liquid Television," the showcase for independent animators that introduced the characters Beavis and Butt-Head. They also made animated advertisements for HBO, IBM, Scholastic, ABC Sports, Reebok and Xerox.



"A growing interest and awareness of animation by ad agencies and the public as a whole has been developing," Mr. Noyes told Backstage magazine in 1988. "Back in the early and mid-seventies, when I was involved with making experimental and animated films, I was considered odd."




Mr. Noyes made his first film while an undergraduate at Harvard. He later worked on television commercials for HBO, Reebok and other companies.




Eliot Fette Noyes Jr. was born on Oct. 18, 1942, in Alexandria, Va., and grew up in New Canaan, Conn. 
His father
 was a prominent industrial designer and architect whose designs included the 
IBM Selectric typewriter
 and 
round gas pumps
 for Mobil. His mother, 
Mary (Weed) Noyes
, known as Molly, was an architect and interior designer.



Mr. Noyes received a bachelor's degree in English literature from Harvard in 1964. He then enrolled in the college's graduate program in architecture, but left after a year. "I think he realized that following in the footsteps of his father was an overwhelming idea," his wife said in an interview.



He moved to California briefly before relocating to New York City to begin his career in the film industry. While working on his animated movies, he also made educational programs for children and directed or several documentaries with Claudia Weill, including "This Is the Home of Mrs. Levant Graham" (1970), about a poor Black family in Washington.



"As Noyes and Miss Weill understand it, her warm, happy, sloppy, incredibly overpopulated apartment is a kind of crowded paradise for movie making," Roger Greenspun 
wrote in the Times
. "A lot happens in front of their camera, and they know how to let it happen, and so for them a world comes alive."



In 1991, Mr. Noyes and his family moved to San Francisco, where he worked on animation projects at Pixar and Disney Channel and was later the creative director at the Oxygen Network. In 2003, he founded a production company, Alligator Planet, with Ralph Guggenheim, one of the producers of "Toy Story" (1995).



Mr. Noyes continued to work on documentaries at 
Alligator Planet
; his projects included animating scenes in "The Most Dangerous Man in America: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers" (2009) for which there was no archival footage. The film was nominated for an Academy Award for best documentary feature.



In addition to his wife, Mr. Noyes is survived by his children, Abigail and Isaac Noyes; his brother, Fred Noyes; two sisters, Mary Burst and Derry Craig; and a granddaughter.



Mr. Lord, whose animation studio created "Wallace and Gromit," met Mr. Noyes at a film festival in San Francisco. The encounter was fittingly amusing, as Mr. Lord had confused him and his father, with whom he shared a name and who was long dead.



"I was giving a talk and as I always do I was crediting his film as a formative influence," Mr. Lord said. "I said onstage that he had passed on and what a shame that was."



Mr. Lord continued: "So after, this guy comes up and said, 'I'm Eli Noyes, and I'm just fine.' It was really great. Now I could thank him for his incredibly important influence on me."
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Daniel P. Jordan, Monticello Leader in Changing Times, Dies at 85



He expanded the educational mission of Thomas Jefferson's plantation. He also embraced research that showed Jefferson had fathered the children of one of his slaves.




Daniel Jordan in 1998. He served for 23 years as president of the foundation that owns Monticello, Thomas Jefferson's plantation in Virginia. 




By Richard Sandomir


Apr 06, 2024


Daniel P. Jordan, who as president of the foundation that owns Monticello, Thomas Jefferson's plantation in Virginia, broadened its educational mission -- and, perhaps most significant, commissioned a study that found that Jefferson had almost certainly fathered six children with Sally Hemings, one of hundreds of people he enslaved -- died on March 21 in Charlottesville, Va. He was 85.



His daughter Katherine Jordan said the cause was a heart attack.



Questions about Jefferson's relationship with Hemings had circulated among historians, and among her family, for two centuries. In 1993, when Mr. Jordan (pronounced JUR-dun) invited some of her descendants to a Jefferson commemorative event at Monticello, he was noncommittal on the paternity issue.



"If there's anything like a party line, it's simply this," 
he told The Washington Post
: "We cannot prove it, we can't disprove it."



But five years later, his position had to evolve. 
The results of DNA testing, published in the Nov. 5, 1988, issue of Nature magazine,
 appeared to confirm that Jefferson was the father of Eston Hemings, one of Sally Hemings's sons.The tests strongly indicated that Eston had the same Y chromosome mutations seen in the Jefferson lineage.



At a news conference, Mr. Jordan said that the tests would be evaluated by a research committee at Monticello, which is owned by the Thomas Jefferson Foundation.



"We will follow the truth where it leads," he said.



A few days later, he told The New York Times,
 "My immediate reaction was to be reminded of just how vicious, abominable and complex the institution of slavery was."



In early 2000, the Monticello study
 validated the DNA findings. But the study went further with its 
analysis, examining historical and scientific documents and conducting interviews
 with descendants of people who had been enslaved at Monticello.




Mr. Jordan at a news conference in 2000 with a copy of a study he had commissioned, which suggested that Jefferson was the father of at least one of Sally Hemings' children and most likely more.




"Although paternity cannot be established with absolute certainty," Mr. Jordan said at a news conference, "our evaluation of the best evidence available suggests the strong likelihood that Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings had a relationship over time that led to the birth of one and, perhaps, all of the known children of Sally Hemings."



He added, "Whether it was love or lust, rape or romance, no one knows, and it's unlikely that anyone will ever know."



Annette Gordon-Reed, the author of "Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy" (1997) -- which examined inconsistencies in scholars' assessments of the existing evidence of their sexual relationship -- said that Mr. Jordan ably handled the response to her book, and to the DNA results.



"Commissioning the Jefferson foundation study on the matter and accepting the findings were the right responses," she wrote in an email. "He could have punted."




Mr. Jordan in 1986, a year after he was named executive director of the Thomas Jefferson Foundation.




Daniel Porter Jordan Jr. was born on July 22, 1938, in Philadelphia, Miss. His father was a dentist, and his mother, Mildred (Dobbs) Jordan, managed the house. At the University of Mississippi, where he played both baseball and basketball, Mr. Jordan studied history and English and graduated with a bachelor's degree in 1960.



He met Lewellyn Schmelzer, known as Lou, at the university. They married in 1961.



After receiving his master's degree in history from the university in 1962, Mr. Jordan served as an Army infantryman in South Korea and Western Europe and taught history to enlisted men on Army bases through a division of the University of Maryland.



Back home, he resumed his education at the University of Virginia, which Jefferson founded. He received a fellowship from the Jefferson foundation for his studies, and 
Merrill Peterson
, a Jefferson scholar, was his doctoral adviser. He received a Ph.D. in history in 1970.



Over the next 14 years, he taught history at the University of Richmond and at Virginia Commonwealth University, also in Richmond, where he became chairman of the history department. In 1983 he published a book, "Political Leadership in Jefferson's Virginia."




Monticello, Thomas Jefferson's plantation in Charlottesville, Va., is owned by the Thomas Jefferson Foundation.




When he was named the foundation's executive director in early 1985, Mr. Jordan said that his goal was to expand its educational mission. He was elevated to president nine years later.



"We're in the business of telling people about Thomas Jefferson, of educating them in the best sense," he told The Daily Progress of Charlottesville in 1994. "It's great if they know Jefferson was author of the Declaration of Independence, but those facts are secondary to his values and ideas."



During Mr. Jordan's 23 years at Monticello, publication of Jefferson's post-presidency letters and other papers began; the Jefferson Library opened, near Monticello, on the campus of the Robert H. Smith International Center for Jefferson Studies; descendants of Monticello's enslaved people began being interviewed for an oral history project called Getting Word; and the Center for Historic Plants was established to collect and sell plants and seeds grown at Monticello, in addition to other historic and heirloom seeds.



"He was interested in the restoration of the gardens," 
Peter Hatch, the former director of gardens and grounds at Monticello
, who started the plant center, said by phone. "He wasn't a keen fan of horticulture, but he understood the importance of landscaping when you talked about Jefferson."



In addition, the plantation's property was augmented with the acquisition of nearby Montalto mountain for $15 million; the main house's leaky roof was rebuilt; and the estate's vineyard was restored.



In 2001, archaeologists identified a slave burial ground about 2,000 feet from Monticello itself.



"It has been a longstanding goal here at Monticello to determine where slaves were buried, and we believe we have now found one such location," Mr. Jordan told The Associated Press. "We regard this as a significant archaeological find, one that allows us to fill in one more piece of the puzzle in our efforts to research and understand all aspects of the Monticello plantation."




Mr. Jordan in 2008. "We're in the business of telling people about Thomas Jefferson, of educating them in the best sense," he once said.




Before Mr. Jordan arrived, 
Susan Stein,
 the Richard Gilder senior curator of special projects at Monticello, said, "it was a mom-and-pop place. There were serious scholars here, but Dan elevated them, and me, and he really reimagined the place. He envisioned it as a university. That made all the difference."



After he retired in 2008, Mr. Jordan worked as a consultant for clients including people who managed historic homes like Monticello and other nonprofit organizations.



In addition to daughter Katherine, Mr. Jordan is survived by his wife; another daughter, Grace Jordan; a son, Daniel III; six grandchildren; and a brother, Joseph.



Mr. Jordan and his family didn't stray far from Jefferson's plantation during his years at the helm of Monticello. He and his family lived in a modern house, down the hill from the main house. Mr. Jordan rose early every Jan. 1 to greet the year's first visitors. And both Grace and Katherine Jordan were married on its grounds.



"We love being here," 
Mr. Jordan told C-SPAN in 1997
. "Let me point out that we're not in the main house, and I should say that Thomas Jefferson's bedroom is not for rent. We live about 150 yards from the mountaintop. It's just absolutely magical."
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Clarence Henry, New Orleans R&B Star Known as the Frogman, Dies at 87



A local hero in his hometown, he was best known for his hit "Ain't Got No Home," which showcased the vocal versatility that earned him his nickname.




Clarence Henry in 2013 at the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival. Over the years he performed there more than 40 times.




By Jon Pareles


Apr 09, 2024


Clarence Henry, the New Orleans rhythm-and-blues mainstay who was known as Frogman -- and best known for boasting in his durable 1956 hit, 
"Ain't Got No Home,"
 that "I sing like a girl/ And I sing like a frog" -- died on Sunday. He was 87.



The New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival, where Mr. Henry had been scheduled to perform this month, 
announced his death
. 
The Times-Picayune/New Orleans Advocate
 reported that he died in New Orleans of complications following back surgery.



"Ain't Got No Home," which reached No. 30 on the Billboard Hot 100, became Mr. Henry's signature hit and definitively captured his humor and his vocal high jinks. Written by Mr. Henry and released when he was a teenager, the song brought him his nickname and went on to become a perennial favorite on movie soundtracks, heard in "Forrest Gump," "Diner," "Casino" and other films. The Band opened "Moondog Matinee," its 1973 album of rock 'n' roll oldies, with "Ain't Got No Home."



The song was also used regularly in the 1990s by the right-wing radio host Rush Limbaugh, who played it while mocking homeless people. Mr. Henry was grateful for the royalties.




Mr. Henry in a publicity photo from 1960, shortly before his recording of "(I Don't Know Why) But I Do" became his biggest hit. 




His next hit -- and his biggest one -- arrived in 1961, when 
"(I Don't Know Why) But I Do,"
 a song written by Bobby Charles and arranged by Allen Toussaint, reached No. 4. Later that year Mr. Henry had a No. 12 hit with his version of the standard 
"You Always Hurt the One You Love."
 In 1964, the Beatles chose him as one of their opening acts for 18 shows on their American tour.



But pop trends left New Orleans R&B behind, and Mr. Henry returned to being a local hero -- performing constantly in the clubs on Bourbon Street and appearing regularly at the annual Jazz & Heritage Festival.



Clarence Henry Jr. was born on March 19, 1937, in New Orleans, and grew up there and in nearby Algiers. His father was a railroad porter and an amateur musician who played stringed instruments and harmonica. His mother, Ernestine, managed the home.



Mr. Henry admired the New Orleans piano masters Fats Domino and Professor Longhair. "When I was about 8 years old, Momma sent my sister Lizzie for piano lessons, and she didn't like it," he was quoted as saying in 
Anthony P. Musso's book "Setting the Record Straight"
 (2007). "I asked Momma to send me, and I told her that I'd show her what the 50 cents could do."



He played trombone in his high school band, and he and some classmates joined a band, the Toppers, that backed the singer Bobby Mitchell. (Mr. Henry sometimes sang lead as well.) He went on to work in the saxophonist Eddie Smith's band.



During one all-night gig, wishing the audience would go home, the 18-year-old Mr. Henry happened on a piano riff and started singing, "Ain't got no home, no place to roam."




Mr. Henry in 1984 in England, where he found an appreciative audience after his hit-making days in the United States had ended.




He worked those words into a song that flaunted both his falsetto and a croaking technique -- singing while inhaling -- that he had used in high school 
to tease girls
, as well as an "ooh-ooh" refrain. Paul Gayten, an A&R man at Chess Records who would share some songwriting credits with Mr. Henry, brought him to Argo Records, a Chess subsidiary, to record his first single.



"Troubles, Troubles"
 -- a jovial-sounding song about contemplating suicide -- was the single's A-side, but a New Orleans disc jockey, Poppa Stoppa, decided to feature "Ain't Got No Home" instead. When he started getting requests for "the frog song," he took to referring to Mr. Henry as "the Frogman." Mr. Henry, looking for something like Fats Domino's moniker, "the Fat Man," happily adopted it.



In the early 1960s, when his "(I Don't Know Why) But I Do" was a hit both in the United States and in Britain, Mr. Henry toured England, where he met the Beatles. Their 1964 American tour made him an eyewitness to Beatlemania -- including a New Orleans show at which hundreds of fans, mostly girls, stormed the stage. But it was the end of an era for New Orleans R&B.



"After the Beatles tour I went back to playing on Bourbon Street, and suddenly everything was guitars," Mr. Henry told 
Offbeat magazine
 in 2004. "The Beatles put a hurt on us. It lasted a few years but we got it back."



Mr. Henry continued to record through the 1960s, for Parrot, Dial, Roulette and other labels. But he resisted trends in rock and clung to what, in an interview for 
John Broven's book "Rhythm and Blues in New Orleans"
 (1978), he called "the old-time music."




Mr. Henry at his home in Algiers, La., in 2003. Pop trends left New Orleans R&B behind in the 1960s, but Mr. Henry remained a local hero.




He performed constantly on Bourbon Street until 1981 and in 1982 toured England, where he found an appreciative audience, stayed for a year and recorded an album, "The Legendary Clarence 'Frogman' Henry," that was released in 1983. In later years he performed less frequently, but over the years he appeared more than 40 times at the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival. He was inducted into the 
Louisiana Music Hall of Fame
 and received a Pioneer Award from the 
Rhythm & Blues Foundation
.



Mr. Henry, who lived for many years in Algiers, was married and divorced seven times -- he married one of his wives twice -- and had 10 children and 19 grandchildren. Complete information on survivors was not immediately available.



"As long as my health allows me to, I'm going to keep performing because it's what I truly enjoy," Mr. Henry told the New Orleans music historian Jeff Hannusch for his book 
"The Soul of New Orleans"
 (2001). "People want to see the Frogman, but you know the Frogman wants to see the people, too."
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Times Insider



Roberta Smith Looks Back on Three Decades of Art Criticism



Ms. Smith, a pioneering co-chief art critic for The New York Times, retired last month after more than 4,500 reviews and essays.








By Sarah Bahr


Apr 11, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



The critical voice in Roberta Smith's head is mercifully, blessedly silent.



"I can walk into a show now and not have the first line of the review pop into my head," said Ms. Smith, 76, who retired last month as the co-chief art critic of The New York Times.



The announcement prompted tributes on social media from fellow critics, artists, gallery owners, curators and readers, who called her "
legendary
,"
 
"
peerless
" and "
a critical model for a lifetime
." Over her 38-year career at The Times, Ms. Smith cultivated a reputation for intimate observations conveyed in accessible prose. She began her career as a freelance critic for The Times in 1986 before being hired in 1991. In 2011, she was promoted to co-chief art critic -- the first woman to hold the title, which she shared with Holland Cotter.



But now, without the pressure of having to present a point of view in The Times, she's free to do what she loves most -- visit shows and galleries just to look.



"I look at shows less intently when I'm not writing about them," she said. "That means sometimes I may not come out with a really formed opinion, because there isn't that pressure."



In a recent phone conversation from her Greenwich Village apartment, where she lives with her husband of 32 years, the New York magazine art critic Jerry Saltz, Ms. Smith discussed her journey to becoming a professional critic, how her taste in art has changed over the years and what it's like being married to a fellow critic. These are edited excerpts.



How did you get started as a critic?



I began writing when I was 25 as a freelancer at Arts Magazine -- which is now defunct -- with an article on the painter Brice Marden. I became a critic in the same way a lot of people become critics: by immersing themselves in a subject and having enough confidence to listen to their opinions. Criticism isn't really an academic subject. I don't think it can be taught at school; it's much more visceral. It happens when you're in front of art, examining it, articulating opinions and trying to convert those opinions into clear prose.



Before joining The Times, you worked at the Museum of Modern Art, the Paula Cooper Gallery and with Donald Judd, the celebrated minimalist. How did those experiences shape your career?



All of those jobs exposed me to different people and their professions, their thinking and also some understanding about how the art world works on a very personal level. But it was writing for The Village Voice in the early 1980s that shaped me most. It gave me a very real sense of writing on deadline. It proved to me that I actually was a critic, not a fraud. That was momentous for me. I had never taken a journalism course. Editors and copy editors -- especially at The Times -- were my real teachers.



How has the art world, and in response, your beat, changed over the years?



When I started writing about art in 1972 at Arts Magazine, the art world was a completely different place. SoHo barely existed as an art destination; Madison Avenue and 57th Street had the main galleries. Conceptual art was dominant then, which meant an emphasis on ideas and not much on form or materials. It forced me to write more about narrative -- and sometimes about everyday life -- in a way that hadn't previously been the case. There was also a tendency in the '70s to think, well, that's over; painting is dead; figurative sculpture is not going to be happening anymore. As time went on, those assessments proved wrong, thankfully.



How have you grown as a critic?



I think I've changed a great deal. At the beginning of my career, I kind of assimilated Donald Judd's point of view -- which was extremely rigorous in applying judgment. Critics need to be more flexible than artists. You have to be open to being changed and pushed into new directions by art. I don't feel an obligation to take a strong stand on things.



My main goal has always been to point out art that people would enjoy seeing, and to show them how I saw it and enjoyed it. I think if I have any legacy, it's teaching people how to look at art. It takes a certain kind of concentration, attention and openness.



What is it like being married to a fellow critic?



Being a critic is really lonely. Jerry made it so I wasn't alone, and that was a huge gift. He also has really interesting instincts about art that startle me. It helps that we have different approaches to our work and to art. Basically, I stick fairly close to art objects and the experience of them, and I work within a more traditional format. For Jerry, the object is often just the starting point for a larger discussion. He's more free-form and fluid with his writing.



Your retirement announcement was met with a cascade of tributes on social media. What was that like to see?



It stunned me. There are plenty of times when I absolutely despise my work, so I was quite taken aback. It's been amazing.
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the well newsletter



4 Mistakes Couples Make When Discussing Money



Therapists share the secrets to a drama-free money chat.








By Catherine Pearson


Apr 05, 2024


I like talking to my husband about a lot of things, but money isn't one of them. Most of our conversations about spending go something like this: We lament our credit card balances. We grumble about child care costs. Then we retreat until the next bill arrives or tax season shines a bright, unsparing light on our finances -- as it is 
right now
.



I take some comfort in knowing that we're not the only ones who stink at discussing money. 
In one small study
, married couples reported their money-related disagreements tended to be more intense than arguments about other topics, and were less likely to be resolved. 
Other research suggests
 that financial conflicts may be a stronger predictor of divorce than other types of disagreements.



"It's really hard to feel comfortable starting these conversations," said Jillian Knight, a licensed marriage and family therapist who specializes in 
financial therapy
, which combines financial advice with psychological support. "Because a lot of the time, people have the belief that you shouldn't talk about money or that they're not good with money."



I chatted with Ms. Knight and other therapists who work with couples on money issues about some common communication missteps.



Mistake 1: Assuming you have the same values



We tend to internalize financial lessons from our families, said Lisa Marie Bobby, a licensed marriage and family therapist. But conflicts arise when romantic partners assume that their point of view is the only point of view instead of taking the time to explore each other's financial stories, she said. "This leads to sometimes vicious fights, arguing over whose perspective is the 'right' one," she said.



To better understand where your partner is coming from, start with a broad question like "What money lessons did you learn growing up?" recommended Stephanie Zepeda, a licensed marriage and family therapist in Houston. For instance, if your parent lost his or her job several times, you might have grown up believing that saving money is the ultimate priority. Or you might have come to think that it's important to say yes to all of the experiences and luxuries you didn't have as a child, she said.



Mistake 2: Not checking in



Often, one partner in a relationship becomes the default money manager, Ms. Knight said. While that works for many couples, she believes both partners should understand at least a few basics: How much money is coming in? How much money is going out? Where is the money and how can I access it if necessary? And what are our big financial goals?



Couples should schedule regular sit-downs or "money meetings" to briefly check in on how things are going and prepare for any big decisions or expenditures coming up. Do not attempt to discuss everything about your finances in one session; "that can be overwhelming," Ms. Knight said. Instead, make financial communication a regular part of your relationship. And whenever your scheduled time comes -- once a week is ideal -- try to make sure you are both relatively relaxed and well-fed, she added.



Mistake 3: Letting difficult conversations fizzle



Because financial conversations can escalate into arguments, couples sometimes -- wisely -- drop the subject to decompress, said LaQueshia Clemons, a licensed clinical social worker in Middletown, Conn.



But instead of intentionally returning to the topic -- perhaps a debate about spending versus saving -- later, they ignore it until the issue comes up again. "It becomes this circle that couples sometimes get stuck in," she said. So it is essential that you loop back afterward, ideally, within 24 hours, she said. Otherwise disagreements can go unresolved and resentments can simmer.



When you reconvene, try not to simply repeat what you were saying before, Ms. Clemons said. Start by noting something you appreciate about how your partner deals with money, even if it's just acknowledging that he or she pays certain bills on time.



Mistake 4: Focusing only on scarcity



Megan McCoy, an assistant professor in the personal financial planning department at Kansas State University, did not downplay the 
financial stresses that many couples face
. Sometimes there just isn't enough money, and no amount of verbal jiu-jitsu can alleviate the strain that puts on a relationship. But when possible, she thinks couples should inject some playfulness into their financial conversations.



For example: Twice a year, Dr. McCoy and her husband buy a Powerball ticket and spend a date night talking about what they would do if they won. What would they spend more time doing? Would they travel more? Would they pay someone to take on certain chores around the house? Perhaps, then, they might start saving more for a vacation or have a conversation about redistributing the domestic load to feel more equal.



"I really do think it's a huge mistake to only talk about scarcity -- where we should cut, how we should budget," Dr. McCoy said. "You can learn so much from having those positive, playful conversations."



Julia Louis-Dreyfus wants you to start listening to older women.



On her podcast, "Wiser Than Me," the 63-year-old actress asks well-known "old women" like Julie Andrews and Patti Smith about the joys and the sorrows of aging. Jancee Dunn chatted with Louis-Dreyfus about the best parts of getting older and the advice she would give her 21-year-old self.



Read the article:
Julia Louis-Dreyfus Thinks Youth Is Overrated



Can you spot the hidden sodium?



Most people in the United States 
consume more sodium
 than what is recommended, which carries health risks. But cutting back can be difficult because it's not always easy to tell if your favorite foods are secret salt bombs. Take our quiz to see if you can correctly identify which foods are higher in sodium.



Read the article:
Salt Is Hiding Everywhere. Can You Spot It?



The Week in Well



Here are some stories you don't want to miss:



Let's keep the conversation going. Follow Well on 
Instagram
, or write to us at 
well_newsletter@nytimes.com
. And check out last week's newsletter about 
tallying your tiny wins
.
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50 Years After Historic Home Run, Hank Aaron Gets a Stamp and a Statue



The baseball legend hit his record-breaking home run on April 8, 1974. His statue will be unveiled at the Baseball Hall of Fame in May.




Hank Aaron eyes the flight of the ball after hitting his 715th career homer in a game against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Atlanta on April 8, 1974.




By John Yoon


Apr 09, 2024


Hank Aaron, the celebrated baseball player who faced down racism as he broke the Major League Baseball record for most career home runs, was honored on Monday with a United States Postal Service Forever stamp and a statue at baseball's Hall of Fame.



The commemorations marked the 50th anniversary of 
Aaron's 715th home run in 1974,
 which launched him past Babe Ruth on the all-time home run list, the sport's most cherished record.



The Braves, Aaron's team for much of his career, also celebrated his achievement before their 
Monday home game
 against the New York Mets in Atlanta. The 
ceremony
, including the first pitch thrown by  Aaron's great-grandson, 
King Aaron
, was attended by his teammates, his widow, Billye Aaron, and Gov. Brian Kemp of Georgia.



Aaron, who 
died at 86 in 2021
, endured hate mail and death threats from people who were outraged that a Black man could outshine a white baseball star. He went on to hit 755 home runs.



The image featured on the stamp shows a younger Aaron in his batting stance, wearing his Braves uniform (and no helmet). The Postal Service said in a 
statement
 that the timing of the stamp's issue and a related dedication ceremony would be announced later.




Hank Aaron Forever Stamps were released on Monday.




"This stamp celebrates the life and career of Aaron," the Postal Service said, "a giant both on and off the field, who rose from humble beginnings to rewrite the record books while prevailing in the face of racism."



His bronze statue, which will be unveiled on May 23 at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, N.Y., was announced on Monday at the opening event for the Atlanta History Center's new exhibit for Aaron, "
More Than Brave
," which will open to the public from Tuesday through September 2025.



Born Henry Louis Aaron in Mobile, Ala., Aaron was much more than a 
home run
 hitter. He won three Gold Glove awards for his fielding prowess. He led the National League twice in batting average and ranks third all-time in hits (3,771). He still holds career records for runs batted in, extra-base hits, total bases and All-Star selections (25).



Barry Bonds 
surpassed Aaron's home run record in 2007
, though many considered that achievement to be tainted by accusations that Bonds had used performance-enhancing drugs, which he repeatedly denied. While news reports and 
books
 made strong cases that he had used banned substances, the Justice Department 
dropped its case
 against him in 2015.



At the Atlanta History Center on Monday, a $100,000 scholarship at Tuskegee University was announced by M.L.B., the Braves and the Henry Louis Aaron Fund, established by the team after Aaron's death. The grant added to the other scholarships that have been awarded in Aaron's name to underprivileged students across the United States.



"The legacy of Hank Aaron has always been about so much more than just his incredible baseball achievements," Jane Forbes Clark, the chairman of the Hall of Fame's board of directors, said in a 
statement
 that celebrated his philanthropic work.



"He was undoubtedly a force of change in our society," said Rob Manfred, M.L.B.'s commissioner, at the Atlanta History Center. "Hank's legacy goes way beyond what he was as a player."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/09/sports/hank-aaron-baseball-hall-fame-statue-stamp.html
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Track Will Be First Sport to Pay Olympic Gold Medalists



Winners in Paris will get $50,000 each from track and field's governing body, as Olympic amateurism continues to fade away.




The long-held ideal of amateurism at the Olympics has faded away.




By Victor Mather


Apr 10, 2024


Track and field will be the first sport to give direct cash payments for Olympic gold medals, the sport's federation announced Wednesday.



For decades, the Olympics trumpeted the ideal of amateurism. It took pride in being a competition where elite athletes battled for nothing more than the joy of representing their country.



Amateurism was touted as the best way to keep sports clean, fair and honest. "Professionalism" was looked down on as vulgar and mercenary. But the notion of amateurism at the Olympics has eroded over the last three decades, as professional athletes have been allowed to participate.



Now World Athletics, the global governing body for track and field, will break new ground by making payments to competitors more straightforward: All individual gold medalists in the sport at the Paris Games this summer will receive $50,000. (Winning relay teams will share the money.) The federation said it would begin paying silver and bronze medalists lesser amounts in 2028.



The federation president, Sebastian Coe, a two-time gold medalist in the amateur era, 
called the decision
 "a pivotal moment for World Athletics and the sport of athletics as a whole, underscoring our commitment to empowering the athletes and recognizing the critical role they play in the success of any Olympic Games."



Mr. Coe is considered a leading candidate to be the next president of the International Olympic Committee, and could perhaps pave the way for an expansion of the payments to other sports.



Depending on the athlete, the prize money could be a significant reward. "On the surface, $50,000 probably does not seem like a great deal of money for an Olympic champion," said Kyle Merber, a former elite miler and a contributor to the track and field news website Citius Mag. "But for many of the individuals in non-premier events, who perhaps compete for a smaller country, this money can go a long way."



The ideal of amateurism, which developed as a concept in the 19th century, was also a convenient way for the Olympics to keep out working-class athletes who couldn't afford to skip work to compete against "gentlemen."



As professional leagues in many sports started popping up around the world in the 20th century, the Olympics drew a hard line, disqualifying any athletes who were tainted by accepting filthy lucre. Most notoriously, the American Jim Thorpe, regarded as the world's greatest athlete, was stripped of his two gold medals from the 1912 Games when it was discovered he had accepted a few dollars for playing professional baseball some years before. (That decision was not 
fully reversed
 until 2022.)



Amateurism was taken extremely seriously. A seemingly harmless proposal to allow amateurs and professionals to compete in the same events 
was described as a "radical scheme"
 in The New York Times in 1913.



Eventually, as the Olympics grew in global popularity, amateurism allowed the International Olympic Committee to benefit from essentially free labor and keep as much of the billions of dollars in TV money it earned as possible.



Amateurism also gave the Soviet Union and other Eastern Bloc countries a big edge in international competition after World War II. Since there were nominally no professional athletes in a Communist system, entrants from those countries could compete in the Olympics through their 20s and 30s while earning a living as "coaches" or "teachers." Western athletes often quit competing in the Games after college to play professionally or get a real job. Opponents of the system denounced it as "shamateurism."



With the Olympic committee eager to lure the world's best athletes to the Games, strict amateurism rules started to ease in the 1990s. It worked, most notably with the likes of Michael Jordan and Magic Johnson playing basketball for the United States. But the newly arrived professional athletes still were not directly paid prize money for their medals, although certain national federations often offered cash bonuses.



Amateurism is no longer the watchword of the Olympic movement: 
The word appears nowhere in the 112 pages of the current Olympic Charter
. Much like athletes competing in the nude, as they did at the ancient Greek Games, Olympic amateurism may be slipping into history.



Scott Cacciola contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/10/sports/olympics/paris-olympics-track-field-prize-money.html
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How Ozempic Turned a 1974 Hit Into an Inescapable Jingle



The diabetes drug has become a phenomenon, and "Oh, oh, oh, Ozempic!" -- a takeoff of the Pilot song "Magic" -- has played a big part in its story.



By Craig Marks


Apr 09, 2024


In February 2023, David Paton, guitar case in hand, strode across the most famous pedestrian walkway in rock history and into London's Abbey Road Studios.



Paton was no stranger to the rooms where the Beatles changed the course of popular music: His 1970s pop-rock band Pilot recorded two albums there. In his second life, as an in-demand studio and touring musician for the likes of Kate Bush and Elton John, he clocked numerous sessions with the prog-rock outfit the Alan Parsons Project, whose namesake produced Pilot's signature hit, 
"Magic."
 He even spent some time there with his boyhood hero, Paul McCartney, singing backup vocals on Wings' "Mull of Kintyre."



Paton had come to London to record a new version of "Magic." "It was a great thrill to be back at Abbey Road, singing my song," he said in a recent video interview from his home studio in Edinburgh, an array of guitars displayed behind him. The track's stair-step chorus -- "Oh, oh, 
oh
/it's MAAA-gic" -- could test Paton's vocal range even back in 1974, when the song became a worldwide hit, peaking at No. 5 on the Billboard Hot 100.



"It's just about the enjoyment of life," he said. "About waking up in the morning, you know? I was 22 when I wrote it." Now he was 73, and unsure if he could still reach those high notes. But Paton took his place in front of the Abbey Road microphone and confidently sang that indelible hook, only with the word "magic" swapped out for something less ephemeral and more pharmaceutical: "Oh, oh, oh, Ozempic."



As television viewers are all too aware, that altered chorus from "Magic" serves as the advertising jingle for the Type 2 diabetes medication 
Ozempic
. Since the product arrived in 2018, the bowdlerized version of "Magic" -- first rerecorded by work-for-hire musicians, and then re-rerecorded by Paton at Abbey Road -- has taken its place alongside such classics of the form as Subway's "Five Dollar Foot Long" and McDonald's "I'm Lovin' It" as marvels of marketing ingenuity.



"It's an earworm all right," said David Allan, a professor of marketing at Saint Joseph's University and the author of "This Note's for You," a book about music and advertising. "You can't get it out of your head."



Those three seconds of AM-radio bliss -- "It's just a first, a third and a fifth note," Paton modestly explained -- have played a pivotal role in the Ozempic story. Its parent company, 
Novo Nordisk
, has now become Europe's most valuable public company, with a market cap of nearly $570 billion.



Ozempic, of course, has become much more than a diabetes drug: Its "off label" use to treat obesity has sparked a "weight-loss revolution," as Oprah Winfrey called it in her 
March TV special
 dedicated to an 
emerging group of diabetes and anti-obesity medications
. Buttressed by an ad spend of $120 million over just the first seven months of 2023, according to MediaRadar, Ozempic's Q rating is such that the brand now stands in for an entire category of product, as Viagra does for erectile dysfunction drugs. On the March 30 episode of "Saturday Night Live," the comedian Ramy Youssef appeared in a spoof commercial for "Ozempic for Ramadan" that featured the familiar "Oh, oh, oh" of "Magic."



This Ozempic boom is due in no small part to the jingle, which helped turn a byzantine mash-up of syllables into a brand patients would request from doctors by name. Jeremy Shepler, who headed the Ozempic launch in the United States for Novo Nordisk, had previously enjoyed success deploying music in a commercial for a new-to-market nasal spray, and knew he wanted to find a song that worked both mnemonically and emotionally.



"The first song I came up with was by New Kids on the Block, the one that goes 'Oh oh oh oh oh'," he sang, referring to 
"You Got It (The Right Stuff)."
 "But New Kids was a bit too young," he said. "The average age of our patient was between 50 and 55. Then it came to me: 'Oh, oh, oh, it's magic.'"



That snippet of a chorus not only seared the "O" in Ozempic into consumers' temporal lobes, but its cheerfulness sold the promise of the drug: to "help people get back to a level of health when their life was bright and their future was optimistic," said Jeff Rothstein, chief executive of CultHealth, the ad agency for Ozempic. Also, baby boomers exposed to the jingle would subconsciously hear the missing word "magic," which, said Shepler, helped reinforce the drug's transformative quality.



Novo licensed the song from Sony Music Publishing, and Rothstein hired a music production house to record the brand-specific version of "Magic." When they tested a rough version of the commercial, "It was the highest scoring ad we'd ever seen," Shepler said.



As the spot first began airing in 2018 (direct-to-consumer pharmaceutical advertising is allowed only in the United States and New Zealand), Paton wasn't even aware that "Magic" had been licensed for the advert. "I learned about it through Facebook," he said. "Fans would write me, 'I'm hearing 'Magic' every 20 minutes on my TV'."



Paton and Billy Lyall, his Pilot bandmate who died in 1989 at age 36, share a co-writing credit on "Magic," and split the revenue generated by the composition with Sony Publishing. (Songs generate multiple income streams, some based on the performance or master recording, some based on the songwriting. In this case, since the original recording of "Magic" was not used by Novo Nordisk, Pilot's record label, Warner Music Group, was not involved.)



As is common practice in the music industry, Sony was not obligated to receive permission from the songwriters to license the song. Not that Paton minded: Three music-industry executives, asked separately to assess the value of the Ozempic deal, said it was most likely worth seven figures to Paton. (Paton, Sony Music Publishing and Novo Nordisk all declined to discuss financial terms of the deal.)



The Ozempic commercial "is another example of why classic, iconic music catalogs are great investments," said Jon Singer, chairman of Spirit Music Group, a music publishing company with a repertoire that includes songs by the Who, Chicago, Toto and T. Rex.



"Music as an asset can have multiple lives," added Billy Mann, a Grammy-nominated songwriter and longtime publishing executive. "There's a 'comfort food' feeling of nostalgia that hit songs can trigger. They're time machines."



In the Spotify era, older songs have spiked in value, as consumers repeatedly press play on the songs of their youth. For artists, those fractions of a penny eventually add up, and that has helped create a 
gold rush for veteran acts
 looking to sell their music catalogs. "There's a finite number of songs that have proven to be iconic for 40 or 50 years," said Bill Werde, the director of the Bandier music business program at Syracuse University and the author of the industry newsletter "Full Rate No Cap." "Those songs have special value on the marketplace."



Licensing a song for a commercial may be seen by some as antithetical to the countercultural spirit of rock 'n' roll. "There have always been protectors of the flame who, when certain songs get used in certain moments, aggressively clutch their pearls," Werde said. "But there's very little evidence that this has ever harmed any artist." He pointed to the Beatles licensing their utopian "All You Need Is Love" to Luvs diapers in 2007 as perhaps the most egregious example of an advertiser co-opting a song's original meaning. "But no one really cared. It was Ob-la-di. Life goes on."



Simon Allaway, 52, an Ozempic user and Chicago-based computer programmer and musician, loves the "Magic" spot. "I can't help but sing along to it," he said. "It's a perfect fit with the product." Another user wrote in a message-board post that whenever she injects herself, her father sings "Oh, oh, oh, Ozempic."



"Magic" has been leased plenty of times before, for a Coca-Cola commercial -- "I actually sang 'Coke, Coke, Coke, it's Magic' back in the '70s," Paton recalled -- for the 2005 Disney film "Herbie: Fully Loaded" and as the musical bed for Flo Rida's 2009 single, also called 
"Magic,"
 to name a few. "People always want to use the song in some way or the other," Paton said.



Asked if he was bothered by his song's association with what turned out to be a lightning-rod product, he smiled and shook his head. "I was delighted! I'm a songwriter. I want to sell my music. A lot of people don't know the name Pilot, but they know the Ozempic song."



For musicians, the success of the Ozempic commercial could be a harbinger of big checks to come. Pharmaceutical companies have seemingly unlimited budgets to promote their wares: according to the media analytics firm Guideline, pharma surpassed tech and auto in 2023 to become the second largest industry for ad spending, behind only consumer packaged goods.



Already, 
Lady Gaga
 is a spokesperson for Pfizer's migraine medication Nurtec ODT; 
Cyndi Lauper
 lends her distinct Brooklyn accent to a commercial for Cosentyx, which treats plaque psoriasis; John Legend and Charlie Puth pitch Pfizer's Covid vaccine and boosters. The Jackson 5's "ABC" propels ads for Trelegy (used to treat chronic obstructive pulmonary disease), while commercials for the heart drug Entresto are soundtracked by Sonny & Cher's "The Beat Goes On."



But those spots haven't embedded themselves into pop culture the way "Oh, oh, oh, Ozempic" has.



"In contemporary advertising, campaigns tend to have pretty short shelf lives," CultHealth's Rothstein said. "Two, three years, tops. Yet 'Oh, oh, oh, Ozempic' continues to endure. You can do all the market research in the world, and never end up with something like this."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/09/arts/music/ozempic-jingle-oh-oh-oh-its-magic-pilot.html
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Tayi Tibble, Maori Poet and 'It Girl', Trusts the Wisdom of Her Ancestors



Tibble, 28, has been hailed as the fresh, funny and immensely skilled voice of a generation.




"Don't tell me what they would do," Tayi Tibble writes in the poem "My Ancestors Ride Wit Me." "I know them better than you."




By Natasha Frost


Apr 08, 2024


As an Indigenous New Zealander, the poet Tayi Tibble is descended from expert Polynesian navigators who traversed thousands of miles of Pacific Ocean. When disoriented by self-doubt or impostor syndrome, she relies on their wisdom.



"I can tell that my ancestors are helping to guide me on this path," she said in an interview at a wine bar in Auckland, New Zealand's largest city, where she has recently relocated from Wellington, the capital. "And if I wasn't supposed to be, they would take me off."



Tibble's ancestors are everywhere in her second collection, "Rangikura," which will be released in the United States by Knopf on April 9. Those ancestors are visionary and radical. They are twerking atop the Uber to the party. They are even sending her screenshots of your group chats.



"Don't tell me what they would do," she writes in the poem "My Ancestors Ride Wit Me." "I know them better than you."



"Her poetry just has this huge, wild energy," said Hera Lindsay Bird, a New Zealand poet. "It always takes you somewhere really unexpected."



At 28, Tibble has amassed a rare clutch of honors and experiences. Critics herald her as the funny, fresh and immensely skilled voice of a generation in Maori writing. Her work has been published in The Atlantic and The New Yorker. She appears in 
a music video
 by the pop musician Lorde. On recent travels, she taught in Paris at a New York University summer school program, mingled with New York City's glittery literati and gave readings around the world.



Even as she traveled, she found herself wondering why she had roamed so far from home, and how these international experiences -- glamorous as they were -- served her community and her people.



Those questions were answered, she said, when she 
met other Indigenous writers
 from around the world on the West Coast of the United States and saw similar sentiments and ideas in their work. She plans to return to North America in April.



"I feel way more purposeful," she said. "I was like, 'Oh, this is why it has actually all happened, this is why I'm being published in the States. There is an audience here for me.'"








Tibble's work has a distinctly Maori worldview -- one that also wheels through constellations of references across high culture and hip-hop, online and off.



"You read her and think, this is a person who's possibly read Edward Said, and also watches 'The Kardashians,'" said Nicholas Wright, a lecturer in English literature at Canterbury University in New Zealand, who compares her work to that of the American poet 
Claudia Rankine
, as well as that of 
Danez Smith
 and other members of the 
Dark Noise poetry collective
.



On its surface, "Rangikura" is a coming-of-age narrative by a young Maori woman from an urban New Zealand environment, wrestling with the personal, the postcolonial and the political. Tibble wrote most of it during lockdown, thinking about climate change and how "the desecration of the planet," she said, relates to the disenfranchisement and dislocation of Indigenous women worldwide.



In the first poem in the collection, "Tohunga," Tibble issues a wero -- a kind of Maori challenge used to test the intentions of newcomers -- to those who would take what is not theirs to possess.



That undercurrent of pride and defiance appears throughout the work. Joshing young Polynesian men, oceanside, are "like a pack of crackling gods," and romantic prospects are "demigods" to be extinguished between thighs. In the poem "Mahuika," she is Hine-nui-te-po, the Maori goddess of death and night, carousing with drag queens and ruling the queer club, "queen of saying things/that I do and don't mean."



"There's this kernel of humor in everything," said Tina Makereti, a Maori novelist, of Tibble's work. "Like: 'Don't take us too seriously -- but yes, we are gods.'"



Tibble was born in Wellington, but from age 7, she grew up in Porirua, a city about 12 miles to the north with a population of around 60,000 and a large Polynesian community. The eldest of seven children (the youngest of whom is now 8), she remembers those years as deeply stressful. School was a refuge.



"A lot of physical violence, a real 'eggshell' environment, poverty -- like, pretty extreme poverty," she said of her home life then. "I remember being super concerned and worried about money, and food, and what we were going to eat next."



Tibble is a member of the Ngati Porou and Te Whanau a Apanui iwi, or tribes, and her ancestral homelands are on the East Coast of New Zealand's North Island. But she is the third generation to be born further south, her family caught up in 
the rapid transition to urban life
 that took place for many Maori in the second half of the 20th century.



In "Rangikura," she reclaims her identity as urban Maori and addresses her ambivalence over the displacement by the "mechanical arms of settler fire," as she puts it, which disrupted traditional ways of life, left many Maori living in poverty and deprived Tibble and many of her peers of the ability to speak their language from birth.



Still, she said, "I really identify as, and am proud of, and enjoy being an urban Maori."



Porirua -- she calls it "P-town" -- feels like home, but through her whakapapa, or genealogy, she is also one of a people who are, by dint of their geography on the edge of New Zealand, "the first in the world to feel the sun on their face," she writes. "Knowing this helps the East Coast girl in me to be brave."



From a very early age, Tibble dreamed of being a writer, and as a young person, she posted verse with broad, "Tumblr-coded" themes -- sex, heartbreak, '70s motels and silver sports cars -- online. But while studying creative writing at Victoria University of Wellington's prestigious International Institute of Modern Letters, she was advised to summon a more authentic, specific expression of her world.



"I remember being really averse to it at first," she said, "I thought, 'No, you gotta keep it generic, so more people can relate to it.'"



Her teachers prevailed. Roughly six weeks into the course, she wrote a first draft of the lyric essay "Poukahangatus," about "Indigenous hair do and don'ts." (Its name is a neologism of Tibble's own invention, pronounced "Pocahontas.")



"Everyone liked my flair, but no one was really taking me seriously, because there was nothing of substance going on," she said. "Until I wrote that, and everyone paid attention to me. Like -- 'Oh.'"



A year out of her bachelor's degree, at 22, she was 
awarded top honors in the course
, placing her on a fast track to publish her first collection, "Poukahangatus," which addresses similar themes of identity, the Maori worldview and colonization. It later 
won the Jessie MacKay Prize for Poetry
 at the New Zealand Book Awards.



That early success sometimes attracted haters. "Some other writers said that the only good thing about me was my potential," she said. "That I'd been overhyped so much I'd never get there."



"It hurt me," she added. "In my demographic -- being an Indigenous woman, being young, being poor, at the time -- I still felt really vulnerable and really underrepresented."



Yet a handful of critics is far eclipsed by the number of her fans. Her work, her 
high-octane Instagram presence
 and a certain sparkly star quality have made her something of an "it girl" and 
style icon
 in New Zealand, as well as a renowned poet.



On a recent afternoon, she glittered with gold jewelry, including a large crucifix and wire-thin hoop earrings the size of teacup rims. Her nails, lacquered seashell-pink, were an inch long and sculpted to a careful claw.



"The satisfaction I get from composing an outfit that is balanced and harmonious is the same as from writing poems," she said. Her background also plays a role, she added. "In Porirua," she said, "being fresh is really important."



Navigating pride in herself and her work, Tibble has sometimes been reminded of a well-known whakatauki, or Maori proverb, that warns against ego: "The kumara," or sweet potato, "does not speak of its own sweetness."



These days, she said, she sees the saying not as evidence that Maori value humility, but rather as a testament to who they are. "Maori are historically show-offs," she said, laughing behind her hands. "The only reason that whakatauki exists is because we've been showing off. We're a really proud people."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/08/books/booksupdate/tayi-tibble-maori-poet.html
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Comics Artist Dies After Sexual Misconduct Accusations



Ed Piskor, 41, was known for his detailed "Hip Hop Family Tree" and "X-Men: Grand Design." A Pittsburgh gallery didn't open an exhibition of his work after the initial allegation.




Ed Piskor also hosted a popular comic book podcast, "Cartoonist Kayfabe," with the artist Jim Rugg.




By Marc Tracy and George Gene Gustines


Apr 09, 2024


The comics artist Ed Piskor, who was best known for his multivolume "Hip Hop Family Tree," 
died last week
 after posting a lengthy note to social media about an accusation of sexual misconduct that led a gallery in Pittsburgh to indefinitely postpone an exhibition of his work.



The death of Piskor, who lived in Munhall, Pa., was confirmed by a funeral home, but no cause was given. Many people read his note on social media -- in which he repeatedly spoke of his death -- as a suicide note.



Two of Piskor's relatives declined to comment. The chief of the Munhall Police Department said Piskor died outside of Pennsylvania.



The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, a nonprofit arts group, announced last month that it would not open 
the five-month exhibition
 as planned after a woman accused Piskor of trying to "groom" her in 2020, when she was in high school, and posted screenshots from their online conversations.



Piskor, 41, apologized for the messages in his note and said he never should have communicated with the teenager. He also addressed separate allegations from another artist, saying that they had a consensual sexual relationship.



His agent, Bob Mecoy, said the artist had defined himself by his work and was devastated by what the future had held.



Piskor had the feeling "that no matter what the circumstances were, what the truth of the situation was, his career was over, and what he had to offer would be objectionable no matter what he did," Mecoy said.



In Piskor's note, he expressed dismay that his exhibition had been postponed, and he criticized what he called online lynch mobs, saying they had contributed to his death.



The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust said in a statement last month that it had taken the allegation against Piskor "very seriously" and that the exhibition, which was supposed to feature original illustrations from "Hip Hop Family Tree," would not open as planned.



In a statement after his death, the trust said: "We are deeply saddened by this tragic news. Our thoughts are with Ed's family and friends at this difficult time."




Piskor's "Hip Hop Family Tree" was the basis of a solo art show in Pittsburgh that was indefinitely postponed.




"Hip Hop Family Tree" chronicles the early history of hip-hop, with its feuds and friendships. The comic series -- for which Piskor did the research, writing, illustrations, lettering and coloring -- began in 2012 as an ongoing one-page feature on the website Boing Boing and was compiled by Fantagraphics. Its second volume was named the best reality-based work at the 2015 Eisners, the comic book industry's equivalent of the Oscars.



The rapper Chuck D, of Public Enemy, said in a statement that he saluted Piskor's work.



"His detail in story and artwork for myself and all of hip-hop served as an informative cornerstone of visual truth in areas other media couldn't achieve," he said.



For Marvel, Piskor created "X-Men: Grand Design," a chronological retelling of X-Men history that tried to make sense of the twists and turns in the mutants' lives. The collection was presented on yellow pages, giving it the look of an older comic.



The goal, 
Piskor wrote in 2018
, was to take the thousands of pages of early X-Men volumes and to create a "satisfying 240-page story which includes all the most important elements, but none of the fat, redundancy or deus ex machina from the series."



Piskor also had a popular comic book podcast, "Cartoonist Kayfabe," with the artist Jim Rugg. He will be remembered for his boundless enthusiasm and as a proselytizer for comics, said Gary Groth, the co-founder of Fantagraphics and the editor in chief of The Comics Journal.



"A lot of artists are obsessed and a lot of artists are focused and driven, but Ed had a kind of indiscriminate, omnivorous passion," Groth said. "He loved everything about comics."



If you are having thoughts of suicide, call or text 988 to reach the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline or go to 
SpeakingOfSuicide.com/resources
 for a list of additional resources.
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A Dance Through Dusty Time: The Choreographic Bite of Beth Gill



In "Nail Biter," a New York City premiere, this exacting choreographer explores her ballet roots and how to be in her body now.




Beth Gill and Jordan Demetrius Lloyd rehearsing Gill's "Nail Biter," which will be at NYU Skirball this weekend.




By Gia Kourlas


Apr 10, 2024


Beth Gill watches her dancers rehearse. She gives them notes. This isn't out of the ordinary for a choreographer, but there are notes and then there are 
notes.
 Gill's are both expansive and exacting as they help build her vision of a dance with steely precision. She draws on sensation and rhythm; through the placement and poetry of motion, a living dreamscape emerges. A simple change of perspective can shift the idea of time. It's spooky. Jennifer Lafferty, who has danced with Gill since 2011, said, "We used to call it, like, 'magic trick.'"



Gill, 
an award-winning choreographer
 who found acclaim shortly after graduating from New York University, is truly something of a movement magician. After watching a rehearsal of a section of "Nail Biter," which has its New York City 
premiere on Friday at NYU Skirball
, Gill, 43, had thoughts for Lafferty and Jordan Demetrius Lloyd. The dancers perform a duet, though an unconventional one: Each has individual power yet exists as a separate entity.



"Maybe it's a way that you're thinking about yourself in space," Gill said, opening her arms wide. "When I like this duet, it's because I feel like both of you are holding an idea that this space is 
your
 space. I want each of you to have a kind of assertiveness that isn't about aggression. It's about your purpose."



Lafferty loves how specific Gill is as a choreographer. "It gives me something to work toward," she said. "I can find freedom within that. There's still so much space to work in, even within the specificity of those perimeters."




Marilyn Maywald Yahel, one of the five exceptional dancers in "Nail Biter."




"Otherwise," she added, "What are we doing? Why are we dancing?"



For a sequence in which Lafferty curls around the stage in a circle, her feet gliding through a pattern of step-together-step while wearing high-heeled white boots -- her goal, she said, is to be like Chloe Sevigny, radiating a kind of bad-girl cool. Gill, carefully observing, said that the hop needed to emphasize the up accent. This tied in with her description of, as she put it, "kicking up the dust of the space up into you."



The vibe of "Nail Biter" 
is
 dusty, somehow preserved in time -- like a theater with velvet seats that has been locked and sealed for decades. "It's dry," Gill said. "And that was really intentional."



In the work, five exceptional dancers -- the others are Gill, Maggie Cloud and Marilyn Maywald Yahel -- emerge as characters of sorts. Dressed by Gill's longtime costume designer Baille Younkman, they look as if they had ransacked the wardrobe trunks of a traveling dance company. There are leotards, white socks, jazz shoes and wigs. The score, by Jon Moniaci is eerie, as is the lighting design by Thomas Dunn. Throughout, Gill said, there are varying degrees of both "autobiographical smudge" and homage.



"Nail Biter" is informed by her experiences studying with Rose-Marie Menes at Westchester Ballet Center. Menes also had a company, and Gill spent much of her early life, from age 3 to 18, training and performing with it.




A scene from "Nail Biter" at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis.




Menes, who died in 2021 while Gill was creating "Nail Biter," had danced with the 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo
, which "I really didn't understand when I was younger," Gill said. "She was there with Raven Wilkinson" -- one of the first African American dancers to perform with a major ballet company -- "and they were touring the South together. I didn't know about any of that when I was growing up."



She wanted to explore Menes's lineage as well as her own. "She had such real experience and she really fought," Gill said of Menes, "to preserve that and translate that somehow to all of us who had 
no
 context whatsoever for what she's doing. And the surrounding area had no context really for what she was doing."



In Menes's production of "The Nutcracker," there were "beautiful hand-painted scenic drops," Gill said. "She sewed all the costumes herself, and I was just thinking about that kind of care and detail and obsession. And that's really stuff that I feel like I've come to value."



You see that care in all of Gill's productions, including "Nail Biter," which incorporates a drop from a scene -- its tag read, "The Witch's Palace" -- in a Menes ballet. Even before Menes died, Gill had been thinking about her training: How do her ballet roots connect with her path in experimental dance? She's interested in a new kind of traditionalism that could draw on both. That idea is evoked in "Nail Biter" in a solo for Cloud.



"It feels almost like an emotional residue," Gill said. "What I wanted, when I made that solo, was to bring myself to the idea of a ballet. But to really find a kind of physicality and interpretation of those postures. I was always thinking of something almost more pagan. Something older."




Gill, with a candle that is a reference to her teacher's production of "The Nutcracker."




There is a piano onstage, as well as a candlestick, a reference to Menes's "Nutcracker." In her version of that ballet, Gill said: "Clara would wake up and she would reach down and grab this candle, and she had that turned-out-looking walk, that super affected thing. Weirdly, that's a section that I remember getting imprinted in my imagination."



While dancers, in moments, spend time with the piano, Gill, in her solo, has the candlestick. Gill said that she never felt she had the right body for ballet. "There's some sort of dumb, naive longing, searching, like, kind of thing," she said of her solo. "My role is constrained."



Visually, her part is an extension of her role in 
"Pitkin Grove" (2018)
, a dance in which she dipped her body in a bucket of clay. It predated the birth of her son, who is now 4. "One of the ways that I am internally reconciling time is through the process of putting those same pants on and those same boots on," she said. "Except that my body now is a body that had a baby and breast fed. In a way, performing in 'Nail Biter' is sort of a painful but maybe interesting meditation for myself about how to be in my body."



Covered in clay, that is. It coats her pants and her boots, her skin and her hair, transforming Gill into something of a smudge in the space. "Because I'm kind of slicked back, it looks kind of classical," she said. "I'm holding this old, tiny candlestick holder with a fake candle in it, and that has a certain time period to it. There's something old about it, it's kind of gothic."



And it's personal -- as are all the roles, which are "kind of unconscious projections of myself," Gill said. "It feels like my projects have become more like psychological works. When I talk about that autobiographical smudge, the emotional detritus that Maggie kind of embodies, it's interesting for me to be in that."
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Jeff Schaffer and Susie Essman on the 'Curb Your Enthusiasm' Finale



In an interview, Jeff Schaffer and Susie Essman discuss the final episode and why Larry David decided to revive the polarizing "Seinfeld" finale.




Larry David on trial, in the "Curb Your Enthusiasm" finale.




By Melena Ryzik


Apr 08, 2024


With a parade of callbacks and a twist a quarter-century in the making, "Curb Your Enthusiasm," the HBO series starring Larry David as a heightened version of himself, 
ended its 20-plus-year run
 on Sunday.



The final episode, which referenced the 
polarizing 1998 finale
 of "Seinfeld," David's previous show, was replete with the usual out-of-bounds commentary and 
cranky fixation on minutiae
; David and his co-stars -- Jeff Garlin, Susie Essman, J.B. Smoove, Richard Lewis -- do not, by creative mandate, change. ("I'm 76 years old, and I have never learned a lesson in my entire life," David tells a child in the episode, in the opposite of a teachable moment.) In real life, though, the cast are longtime friends, and have weathered much together, including 
the death of Lewis
, who played himself, in February.



On Monday, Jeff Schaffer, the longtime executive producer and director, and Essman -- who portrayed Susie Greene, 
the scene-stealing, expletive-hurling
 wife of David's manager (Garlin) -- got together for a post-mortem video interview about the series that, they said, changed their lives. Essman was in her home in New York, and Schaffer, who got his start as a writer on "Seinfeld," was in the "Curb" offices in Los Angeles, where a sign on the wall behind him, hanging askew, read: "No defecation please." (It was a prop from Latte Larry's, the "spite store" that David's character opened to malign a neighboring coffee shop, Schaffer said. "And it's a sentiment I feel is as true now as it was then.")



Essman and Schaffer spoke about filming their final moments with Lewis, how the characters could live on, and why the conception of the finale presaged the end of the series. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.



When did you conceive of the finale?



JEFF SCHAFFER
 It was July of '22. We were writing the season -- we weren't that far -- and we knew that we were starting with Georgia. [In the season premiere, David's character gets arrested for giving a woman water while she waits to vote in defiance of a local election law.] When you start with a crime, one of the possibilities is a trial. So that was floating around, one of the many paths that we could go down
.



And we were just talking about a little story, of Larry not wanting to be involved in a kid's lesson. We talk out the scene and distill it down to a few lines. In character, he said, "I'm 75 years old, I've never learned a thing in my life." And that was the moment for us where we said, "Hold on a second, what if we just blew that up and just told everybody: 'Larry's never learned his lesson,' and just did the 'Seinfeld' trial again?" Just owned it. Like, we know what you thought of that, and we don't care. We've learned nothing. We're going right at it. We're steering the Titanic right back at the iceberg.




For Susie Greene, Essman's character, "here's no such thing as too big, too angry," she said.




So it was a way to get the last word on the "Seinfeld" critics? Online, someone called it a 
"spite finale."



SUSIE ESSMAN
 [Laughing] Oh, that's good.



SCHAFFER
 It was convenient because it felt like a trial was coming, and we could do something very funny with that. But the thing that I love the most about it is that it was ambitious in its laziness. It was progressive in its intransigence, and it was unique for its repetition. In the end, it was bigger than the show: It was about Larry's contrary DNA, and it made a fitting end to the series that way. It felt right.



That's when we started to tell people that this was going to be the final season, because redoing the "Seinfeld" finale only works if it's the "Curb" finale. So the comedy of the story forced the ending.



ESSMAN
 So when you started working on Season 12, you weren't aware that it was going to be the final season?



SCHAFFER
 He was talking about that it was going to be, but I wasn't sure I believed that
. 
I mean, every season, we're writing together, he's looked at me: "Maybe we'll only do eight [episodes] this year!" That was the normal cosmic wave background of Larry realizing that writing is hard. None of that really registered. But when we did this, this is planting the flag for the right reason, a comedy reason.



Then we went back -- just to answer your question, which I rarely do; I'm sorry -- we went back and started seeding things about the finale, about "Seinfeld," I think not realizing that once we said the word "trial," everyone was going there anyway. And that was OK. It was OK for people to go, like, "They're really doing this!" It was like watching any scene of the show: Oh my God, I can't believe he's doing this. He's going to talk to the gay guys about whose semen it is. Oh my God, he's going to talk about the suicide. Oh my God, oh my God. Same thing, just writ large for the season. I like that we got people all the way to the edge.



One thing Larry has talked about, as his comedy philosophy, is taking something big, like death, and treating it like a minor thing, and blowing something small way out of proportion. Is that a philosophy that you can see others getting attached to?



ESSMAN
 I would not recommend that people use Larry as a role model.



SCHAFFER
 Larry always says that it's more fun to play Larry David than it is to be Larry David. Because if the real Larry David did what the TV Larry David does, the real Larry David would be in jail and have a broken jaw from getting punched repeatedly in the face. That's why he does the show.



What did you learn from working on this show?



SCHAFFER 
Larry taught me how to write and how to look at comedy, in a story-specific way, and also how to be fearless. If you think it's funny, it's funny; and not worry about everybody else. Larry's also taught me, from a writing standpoint -- he can just start. In the beginning of the season, the cupboard can be pretty bare. He said, "Let's see what's around," and he'll start making a soup out of all the ingredients. He's just not afraid to jump in.



ESSMAN
 They are really hard workers. Eight, nine months putting the outline together, and editing for eight, nine months, every day for 12 hours a day. So anybody who just thinks, they're funny and they just make this happen -- they work really diligently and hard at it.



Susie, your character is kind of fearless too. Including in her outfits.



ESSMAN
 We put together this Fiorucci outfit. I don't know if it really read because I was sitting on the plane
.
 But we were very conscious of, this is the last time you're going to see Susie. [For the character] There's no such thing as too big, too angry; just put it out there. There are times when I would do something really big and Larry or Jeff would say, pull it back a little bit. Fine; I could always pull it back. But you have to be fearless and put it all out, and not be judging yourself when you're doing it and second-guessing and having a little elf on your shoulder, watching and commenting. You just have to just trust it and go with it.



SCHAFFER 
There are things that come out of these people's mouths that you never expected. You have a plan every day, how you're going to shoot something; every day, you throw half of that out the window, because there's something better.



ESSMAN
 That is the great joy of this show: that we don't know what it is yet and we just do it. And I would say 95 percent of the time it works. Maybe even 100 percent.



Where did Larry and Jerry Seinfeld's exchange about dating the bearded lady come from?



SCHAFFER
 It was a funny thing that Larry wanted to talk about at some point. We tried putting it in some other scene, and it was just like, let's go with Jerry, because we wanted that scene to just be, here's two old friends making each other laugh. And we get to see, hey, maybe this is how "Seinfeld" was created, just these two guys making up hypotheticals.




David and Seinfeld in the finale, which paralleled the widely maligned final episode of "Seinfeld." "It was bigger than the show," Jeff Schaffer said. "It was about Larry's contrary DNA."




Do you want to talk about Richard Lewis?



SCHAFFER 
We did a reshoot, three weeks before he passed -- that scene in the courthouse. I was so glad that he was there for that and that everyone got to be together. He got to finish the show with us.



ESSMAN
 That was so important to him. He was just the funniest, sweetest -- nobody else like him.



I laughed my way through the episode, and I didn't feel very sentimental, which feels like what you might have envisioned, right?



ESSMAN 
Yes, absolutely. You shouldn't feel very sentimental. It's not a sentimental show!



SCHAFFER
 You know what's so interesting -- that final scene [in the plane], you know, everyone's bickering, going at it. We covered it from a whole bunch of angles. And there was a suite of shots that was panning off everyone arguing, to Larry, or pushing in on Larry. Larry and I were looking at that in the edit room, ending on Larry, and he just says, "This isn't right; we should end on everybody."



And he was so right, because when you end it on Larry, it started to feel maudlin, and that's not what we wanted. We wanted to see all of our people. It was the perfect way to go out, because they left us as they came to us: arguing.



And it made you feel like this is how they will always be, right? It's literally the alpha and omega of bickering -- that's it. Whatever the audience feels, the audience feels. But our people didn't feel bummed, because it's not the end. They're going to do this forever.
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Nonprofit Theaters Are in Trouble. Lawmakers Are Proposing Help.



Proposed legislation would allocate $1 billion annually for an industry coping with rising expenses and smaller audiences.




"They do need help," said Senator Peter Welch, who is spearheading a new effort to win federal assistance for nonprofit theaters.




By Michael Paulson


Apr 09, 2024


The financial crisis facing nonprofit theaters in America has captured the attention of Congress, where a group of Democratic lawmakers is 
introducing legislation
 that would direct $1 billion annually to the struggling industry for five years.



That money could be used for payroll and workforce development, as well as other expenses like rent, set-building and marketing. But the legislation, which lawmakers introduced on Tuesday, faces long odds at a time when a divided Congress -- where Republicans control the House and Democrats lead the Senate -- has had trouble agreeing on anything.



Nonprofit theaters around the country have reduced their programming and laid off workers to cope with rising expenses and smaller audiences since the coronavirus pandemic began. There are exceptions -- some nonprofit theaters say they are thriving -- but several companies, including 
New Repertory Theater
 in suburban Boston, 
Southern Rep Theater
 in New Orleans, and 
Book-It Repertory Theater
 in Seattle, have ceased or suspended operations in response to the crisis.



"It hasn't been a recovery for the nonprofits -- they're really lagging compared to many other sectors in the economy, and it's for a lot of reasons," Senator Peter Welch of Vermont, one of the legislation's sponsors, said in an interview. "So they do need help."



Mr. Welch argued that the organizations merit government assistance because they strengthen communities and benefit local economies.



The legislation, which is called the 
Supporting Theater and the Arts to Galvanize the Economy (STAGE) Act of 2024
, is also being sponsored by Senators John Fetterman of Pennsylvania and Jack Reed of Rhode Island. Representative Suzanne Bonamici of Oregon is sponsoring it in the House.



Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, who is the majority leader and who led the fight to win government aid for performing arts organizations during the pandemic, is supportive of the proposed legislation and is also open to other ways to assist nonprofit theaters, according to a spokesman.



The pandemic aid package that Mr. Schumer championed serves as a precedent: In 2020, 
Congress passed the Save Our Stages Act
, which led to a $16 billion Shuttered Venue Operators Grant program that made money available to a wide array of commercial and nonprofit performing arts organizations.



Mr. Welch said the earlier aid program succeeded despite initial skepticism.



"With everything else that was going on, the expectation was this would die on the vine, but it didn't -- as this started getting momentum, there was excitement about being about to do something concrete," he said.



The new legislation is narrower, benefiting only professional nonprofit theaters, and only those that have either seen a decline in revenues or that primarily serve historically underserved communities.



"This is a beginning," Mr. Welch said. "There are obstacles, but let the effort begin."
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Is the Era of 'Brozempic' Upon Us?



Some telehealth start-ups are playing up masculine stereotypes to market medications that have been more widely associated with women.




Fella Health, which prescribes weight-loss drugs to men, sometimes deploys a bro-y tone to appeal to its target demographic. "Tired of not hitting your weight goals, big guy?" it asks in an ad on Instagram.




By Joseph Bernstein and Callie Holtermann


Apr 08, 2024


A grinning golfer with a modest belly, admiring a drive. A silver fox in a suit jacket, enjoying a glass of wine as a beautiful woman gazes into his eyes. A bearded father, cooking for his children in a sun-dappled kitchen.



These are the models of well-being promoted by Fella Health, a start-up that prescribes buzzy weight-loss drugs to men.



With a pitch long on pop science and boldfaced statistics, and short on appeals to looks, Fella tries to answer the question: How do you sell GLP-1s -- the revolutionary class of drugs like Ozempic that are frequently used for weight loss -- to the people less likely to take them?



One tip: Don't be afraid of a little bro talk. ("Tired of not hitting your weight goals, big guy?" Fella asks in one of its Instagram ads.)



"We're not mommying you," said Richie Cartwright, the founder of Fella. "We're a mechanic. You're bringing a car in that needs to get fixed."



This branding -- unemotional, a bit gruff, just-the-facts-Jack -- is far from typical when it comes to talking about weight loss, a sensitive issue for many. And yet a crop of companies seem to believe that marketing the drugs to men, particularly middle-aged men, may require a slightly different, more stereotypically masculine approach.



The homepage for Blokes, another telehealth company, is full of stark black-and-white images of shirtless weight lifters; and Ro, formerly Roman, released an ad intended to reach men interested in GLP-1s. Those brands are in the mold of others, like 
Hims
 and 
Keeps
, which have found financial success by discreetly selling medication to treat sensitive conditions like balding and erectile dysfunction.Though 
men are hardly immune to vanity,
 these companies try to sidestep it.



"If you make it too much about appearance, a lot of men are like, I'm not that, I'm a practical man," said Mr. Cartwright, who estimated that he had spoken with more than 1,000 men about their attitudes toward weight loss.



He said his company has attracted almost 10,000 "fellas" since it was started in 2021. It has a goal of reaching one million by 2026.



That's a drop in the bucket of Americans using GLP-1s for weight loss. Ozempic was approved in 2017 for diabetes treatment but 
became a household name
 last year as a weight-loss drug. As its popularity skyrocketed, some telehealth platforms began selling 
unauthorized alternatives
. Fella says it prescribes semaglutide -- the active ingredient in Ozempic -- from compounding pharmacies.



Compounded semaglutide is not approved by the FDA, and the agency has warned that such products 
may not be safe or effective
.



Though there isn't good data about how many people are taking GLP-1s, nor about the gender breakdown of those who do, a 
poll last year
 by KFF, formerly the Kaiser Family Foundation found that 51 percent of American women were interested in taking such drugs, compared with 38 percent of men. And 
a 2020 study
 found that men in Britain were often put off from using weight-loss services because they felt outnumbered by women, or because the focus on praise and discussion of feelings was overbearing.



Adrienne Bitar, a lecturer in American Studies at Cornell University and the author of "Diet and the Disease of Civilization," said that in pop culture, Ozempic has been closely associated with female celebrities thought to be obsessed with their looks.



The approach taken by companies like Fella to branding the drugs is "trying to legitimize that yes, you can be a man, and yes you can lose weight," Dr. Bitar said. "But it doesn't have to be this frivolous, fad-diet vanity project that women's weight loss has been cast as for 150 years."



Chace Franks, a nurse practitioner from Owensboro, Ky., posts about a wide variety of topics related to GLP-1s on TikTok, including his own experience taking semaglutide. Mr. Franks, who has 116,000 followers on the app, specializes in weight management and began writing scripts for GLP-1s in a local clinic. He now works full time as a provider for a telehealth company that prescribes compounded semaglutide.




Chace Franks, a nurse practitioner in Kentucky, said cultural messaging around weight-loss drugs could make some men hesitant to seek them out.




He said a vast majority of his telehealth clients were women. In his personal life, many of his male friends are "intrigued" by his experience taking semaglutide, he said, but negative cultural messages around using drugs to lose weight can give men second thoughts.



"Men are slower to ask for help," Mr. Franks, 35, said. "There's some shame in the society and media about taking medication for weight management. The comments I get about taking 'the easy way out' -- most of those come from men."



Although both men and women report 
dissatisfaction with their bodies
, women 
face greater bias
 for being overweight than men. And the very idea of losing weight outside the confines of sports or exercise is itself gendered, according to Emily Contois, an associate professor of media studies at the University of Tulsa.



"Weight loss has been understood as feminine and feminizing, not just in the U.S. but in similar Western countries," said Dr. Contois, who is also the author of "Diners, Dudes, and Diets: How Gender and Power Collide in Food Media and Culture."



That makes some men feel uncomfortable even admitting they take a GLP-1.



Keith Berry, the owner of a renovation and cabinet company in Kelowna, British Columbia, said that at first he was hesitant to share that he had started Ozempic.



"It felt weird to be like, 'I'm on a weight-loss medication,'" Mr. Berry, 45, said. "I'm a 40-year-old man who's happily married and has kids and a job and everything else. I'm not a TikTok model."



Ro, the telehealth company, produced three ads last year with patients to promote GLP-1s. Two of the ads star women, who describe being overwhelmed with thoughts of food and tout the "mental freedom" the drugs have given them to enjoy family vacations and nights out with friends. The third ad features a patient named Josh, shown as a young man in a football uniform and military dress, who is unable to resist doughnuts. The drugs, he says, have allowed him to scuba dive -- to resume an active lifestyle.



"GLP-1s are like a military mind-set in a shot," he says.



Though women are more commonly the targets of diet culture, when men are the focus it's usually to play up the stresses of being male in the modern world. According to Dr. Bitar, men's diet programs ramped up around the time of President Eisenhower's heart attack in 1955, and focused on cholesterol and the cardiac health of high-powered men.



Decades later, the 
meat-heavy "keto"
 and 
Paleo
 diets that became popular among men in the 2010s were about "reclaiming a lost masculinity that had been flabbed over by society," she said. In 2012, WeightWatchers introduced a "Lose Like a Man" ad campaign fronted by the basketball star Charles Barkley.



Occasionally, men availing themselves of the latest weight-loss regimens publicly acknowledge concern for their looks. A poster child for a busy man who takes a GLP-1 is Elon Musk, who said in 2022 that he had started Wegovy after photos of him shirtless on vacation provided what he called "helpful motivation to lose weight."



At a 
recent event
, Mr. Musk, the chief executive of Tesla and SpaceX, told The New York Times that he still "occasionally" takes Wegovy, but that prospective users should be prepared to "burp and fart," a reference to two common side effects.



Other high-profile men who have discussed their experiences with the drugs include Mr. Barkley, who said a GLP-1 drug made him feel like "like a human being"; the film director Paul Schrader, who wrote on Facebook that he experienced unwanted side effects; and the comic actor Tracy Morgan, who joked that he had "outeaten" the drug, but later clarified that it worked for him. Michael Rubin, the chief executive of the online sports merchandise retailer Fanatics, 
dressed up as a Mounjaro injection
 for Halloween.



Ultimately, said Jake Beaven-Parshall, a plus-size influencer who was paid by Weight Watchers to promote its GLP-1 offerings, the gender of the person taking a weight-loss drug shouldn't matter.



"It's ridiculous to try to feminize your health, or gender your health care," he said. "You need to do what's best for you."



Madison Malone Kircher
 contributed reporting, and 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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Stick Nation was born last summer, during a hiking trip to Arches National Park in Utah.



Boone Hogg, Logan Jugler and some friends were cracking jokes as they trekked toward 
Delicate Arch
. From their free-associative silliness came the notion of reviewing a stick as you might a sculpture or valuable antique.



Later, Mr. Hogg, 30, took out his phone and shot some video of Mr. Jugler, also 30, as he mused on the qualities of a stick he had picked up from the ground. It seemed to be more interesting than the sticks nearby -- it had the approximate shape of a handgun, for one thing -- and Mr. Jugler found that, to his surprise, he had plenty to say about it.



"It was really weathered and worn, and felt great in the hand," Mr. Jugler recalled. "There was a nice trigger spot for your finger. I think I gave it a 7 out of 10."




Mr. Hogg, left, and Mr. Jugler in their element.




In any other era, the idea of weighing in on the aesthetic qualities of sticks might have been left behind in the wilderness like stray bits of gorp. Instead, Mr. Hogg and Mr. Jugler created 
Official Stick Reviews
 on Instagram.



The account, which bills itself as "the internet's go-to for stick reviews," quickly attracted 40,000 followers, many of whom offer commentary on the sticks under discussion. They also submit photos or videos of the specimens they have come across for possible review.



Mr. Hogg manages the social media accounts (there is also 
a TikTok
), while Mr. Jugler tends to the content. He was the one who came up with the idea for a Stick of the Month, which is typically selected by the two from users' submissions. 
February's winner
, curved at one end, resembled something that a character in "The Hobbit" might carry as a walking staff.



Mr. Hogg, Mr. Jugler and their followers have come up with various metrics to judge a stick, including size, shape, color and texture. An especially large stick earned a mere 5 out of 10 rating because it "
may cross the line into log territory
," one commenter said.



Like almost every online community, Stick Nation has had its debates. One mildly contentious discussion concerned how to judge the beauty of a natural stick (a "natty," in the group's parlance) against one that has been sawed-off or otherwise modified (or "modded") by human hands. As a result, Official Stick Reviews has established separate categories for each.



Sticks are also run through a battery of pseudoscientific tests, some with fanciful names coined by the account's creators. The McMurray Bend, for instance, provides a framework for "looking at the overall bend of stick," Mr. Jugler said.



The Tennison Curve Scale is named after Kathleen Tennison, whom Mr. Hogg identified with a wink as "a scientific figure." ("In my mind, Kathleen Tennison is real," Mr. Jugler said.) The pair also award extra points to sticks that easily lend themselves to being spun like propellers.




Official Stick Reviews started as "a bit," one of its creators said, before turning into "a sincere thing that people are connecting with."




What started as a wilderness jest has by now morphed into something slightly less tongue-in-cheek. The act of finding, handling and appreciating a good stick seems to speak to one's inner 5-year-old.



"Sometimes it's a bit, with people leaning into the internet-ness of it," Mr. Hogg said. "But a lot of time it's a sincere thing that people are connecting with. They're appreciating something as basic as a stick."



In the more than six months since they started Official Stick Reviews, Mr. Hogg, who works in marketing, and Mr. Jugler, a physician assistant, said they have been surprised to encounter so many hobbyists who are passionate about fallen bits of branch and the like. One commenter shared that he inherited his mother's treasured stick after she died.



"We've facilitated this common ground that people have," Mr. Hogg said. "Not to be too heady about it, because it's just sticks."



The two men regularly field questions from people who want to have a better sense of the guidelines for what makes a stick aesthetically pleasing.



"I don't know that the rules are super coherent," Mr. Jugler said. "We tell them, 'The answer is in your heart and your soul.'"



The creators and followers of Official Stick Reviews are not alone in their appreciation of these humble pieces of wood. The artist 
Patrick Dougherty
 has had a long career thanks mainly to the sculptures he has fashioned out of saplings, sticks and twigs. And 
home decor
 
websites
 are filled with tips on how to make 
attractive branches
 into adornments for the foyer or living room.



Mr. Hogg and Mr. Jugler have created T-shirts, bumper stickers and other Official Stick Reviews merchandise as they continue to develop lore around the concept of the stick aficionado. But they are making it up as they go along, just as they did on that hiking trip.



"Wherever the stick-heads in Stick Nation want to take it," said Mr. Hogg, "we'll go."




Mr. Hogg sent a stick back into the wild.
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'Brandy Hellville & the Cult of Fast Fashion': 5 Takeaways



Former employees of the brand, a Gen Z fashion favorite, recount race and size discrimination in a new documentary on HBO.




The brand Brandy Melville is accused in a new documentary of creating an environment that cultivated eating disorders and self-esteem issues in its employees.




By Callie Holtermann


Apr 10, 2024


The clothing store Brandy Melville is known for selling diminutive, single-size pieces popular among Gen Z: linen short shorts, heart-print camisoles and sweatshirts printed with the word "Malibu."



Behind its Cali-girl aesthetic is a business that mistreats teenage employees and cashes in on young women's insecurities, according to "Brandy Hellville & the Cult of Fast Fashion," a documentary released on Tuesday on HBO.



The documentary intersperses former employees' accounts of racism and size discrimination while working in its stores with a broader look at the labor and environmental costs of 
the fast-fashion industry
. The filmmakers said Stephan Marsan, the company's mysterious chief executive, did not respond to several requests for comment.



Eva Orner, the documentary's director, said in an interview last week that it was a challenge to get former employees on camera because so many were fearful of the company. Those who were included were identified by only their first names. "I've done a lot of stuff in war zones, and with refugees and really life-or-death situations, and people have been more comfortable being on camera," she said.




Eva Orner, the director of "Brandy Hellville & the Cult of Fast Fashion," said many former employees feared retaliation from the company if they participated in the documentary.




Ms. Orner, an Australian who won an Academy Award for the documentary "Taxi to the Dark Side," had not heard of Brandy Melville before producers mentioned the company to her in 2022 as a potential subject of investigation. The more she learned, the more she was disturbed by the brand's cultlike following among teenage girls, who see it flaunted by celebrities like Kaia Gerber and Kendall Jenner.



"These are the values that are in this T-shirt: It is racism, it is antisemitism, it is exploitation," Ms. Orner said. "I'm hoping parents watch this and are horrified."



Here are five of the major claims made in the documentary.



The company's business model is murky.



In some respects, Brandy Melville is similar to Zara, H&M and other retailers operating in the fast-fashion industry, which puts a premium on low-cost clothing manufactured on quick trend cycles. But its corporate structure is unusually "chaotic, messy and unclear," Ms. Orner said.



Each Brandy Melville store is owned by a different shell company, while the trademark for Brandy Melville is owned by a Swiss company, Kate Taylor, the author of a 
2021 Business Insider investigation into the company
 that informed much of the documentary, said in the film. And despite leading a brand that built its success in large part on Instagram, Mr. Marsan has next to no online presence.



Former Brandy Melville staff members said in the documentary that executives would sometimes ask to buy the clothes the employees were wearing so that the brand could replicate them. The company has been accused online of 
stealing designs
 from independent designers and was sued by Forever 21 for copyright infringement in 2016. (The case ended in a confidential settlement, according to court documents.)




The documentary said executives saw criticism of Brandy Melville's "one size fits most" offerings as confirmation that the strategy to create an atmosphere of exclusivity was working.




It has stood by its 'one size fits most' policy.



The company offers the bulk of its clothing in just one very small size, which it describes as "one size fits most." Mr. Marsan saw the policy as a way to keep the brand exclusive, according to former executives interviewed in the documentary, and criticism of the policy as confirmation that the strategy was working.



The film includes social media posts from customers saying they lost weight to fit into the brand's clothing. Multiple former employees described struggling with eating disorders while working at Brandy Melville, and several said the pressure to be thin while working there affected their self-esteem.



One former employee said in the documentary that working in the store made her hate her body and feel generally insecure.



Former employees described discriminatory hiring practices.



The company went out of its way to hire thin, white women who were often recruited on the spot while shopping in its stores, employees said in the documentary. Some said they were required to take daily full-body photos that were sent to Mr. Marsan, who sometimes fired them if he did not like the way they looked.



White employees were more likely to be assigned to the sales floor, while people of color were placed in less visible roles in the stock room, according to three former employees.



Former executives of Brandy Melville filed two lawsuits containing "serious allegations of racism" that were denied by the company in preliminary court filings, said Ms. Taylor, the reporter. One of the executives said in the documentary that his store in Toronto was closed by Mr. Marsan because it was frequented by people of color.



Company executives exchanged racist and antisemitic messages in a group chat.



Senior leadership shared Hitler memes, pornographic images and racist jokes in a group chat called "Brandy Melville gags," according to Ms. Taylor and two former executives interviewed in the documentary. One screenshot shown in the film features a skeletal woman wearing a sash that reads "Miss Auschwitz, 1943."



Mr. Marsan, his brother, store owners and members of the company's production team in Italy were all in the chat, according to one former store owner.



The group chat featured heavily in Ms. Taylor's Business Insider article. "The evil genius of Brandy is that when this expose came out, they didn't do anything" except for briefly disable comments on their Instagram page, Ms. Orner said. "They just went on, business as usual."




Ms. Orner's documentary also focused on the environmental ramifications of fast fashion consumer trends more broadly.




The company may reflect broader patterns of exploitation in fast fashion.



Ms. Orner argued that Brandy Melville was also a case study in the way fast fashion can exploit workers and contribute to environmental waste.



The company's supply chain is opaque, but much of its clothing is manufactured at a factory in Prato, Italy, that employs Chinese immigrants, Ms. Orner said. Prato is home to several factories for fast-fashion companies, some of which have exploitative labor practices, Matteo Biffoni, the city's mayor, said in the documentary. (He did not comment on whether this was true of Brandy Melville's factory.)



The filmmakers also traveled to Ghana, where unwanted clothing items from the United States and Europe pile up in heaps and clog waterways. Brandy Melville's business model involves churning out inexpensive, trendy items that are likely to be discarded in this way, Ms. Orner said, and shipping them out to influencers in bulk, in exchange for free promotion.



"You can't make a film about fashion without showing the exploitation of pretty much everyone, from the workers, through to the models, through to the retailers to the consumers," Ms. Orner said. "Everyone's being exploited."



Alain Delaqueriere
 contributed research.
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A New Way of Looking at the Nude



The artists redefining portraits of the human body for a more inclusive age.




Sasha Gordon's "Trimmings" (2023).




By Julia Halperin


Apr 03, 2024


THE ARTIST PAUL Cadmus was flipping through Modern Maturity, the AARP's official magazine, in 1991 when he saw something that made him angry. A disgruntled reader had written a letter to the editor slamming the publication for reproducing the Italian Renaissance artist Masaccio's famous painting of Adam and Eve without including the fig leaves that church officials later added to cover their genitals.



In response, 
Cadmus
, then 87, created a drawing, titled "Shame!," which was recently on view at New York's DC Moore Gallery as part of the first major solo exhibition of the artist, who died in 1999, in more than 20 years. It shows a lithe white man, woman and child standing tall and naked, arms intertwined. At their feet, a cluster of grotesque, clothed figures, including a hooknosed priest and a mother covering her child's eyes, writhe in disgust. Cadmus, who is best known for homoerotic images that relish the male form, later wrote that the letter's author had provided "a profound definition of the word 'pornography': a naked man and woman." In an ironic twist that surely would have provoked the artist's ire, it's impossible to access a reproduction of "Shame" online today without clicking a "N.S.F.W." button.




Paul Cadmus's "Shame!" (1992).




Nudes are one of the oldest and most stubbornly provocative tropes in Western art. Today, anyone with an internet connection can see a naked body at a moment's notice (even if they have to press an extra button to do so). But the world in general, and the art world in particular, has remained largely conservative about what kinds of bodies it chooses to depict, celebrate and immortalize. In an age when Instagram polices nipples even as television shows like Euphoria traffic in erotic drama, a new generation of artists are mining this irony and working to broaden the aperture, breaking away from the idealized (usually white and thin) forms that have pervaded art for most of its documented existence. Instead, they are conjuring nudes that reflect a more fluid, more inclusive and fuller understanding of the body. At the same time, scholars and collectors are taking a new look at artists who were previously excluded from the canon because of the naturalistic, warts-and-all approach they took to the nude.



Fresh interpretations of the nude are front and center in a wave of exhibitions on view in New York this spring. At 
Bortolami gallery
, there is Philip Pearlstein, whose dramatically cropped, unsentimental figures were profoundly unfashionable when he introduced them in the early 1960s. Gagosian is presenting its 
first exhibition
 of the photographer Francesca Woodman, who, before her death in 1981 at 22, created hundreds of strange, haunting photographs in which she used her naked body as a prop. Then there is Emily Coan, 32, at 
Dimin Gallery
 and Clarity Haynes, 52, at 
New Discretions
, part of a group of contemporary artists who are using their own bodies and those of their friends to explore how femininity, gender identity and queerness can breathe new life into this often-vexing tradition.




Philip Pearlstein's "Female Model on Deck Chair" (1978).




The story of the nude in Western art begins in ancient Greece, where sculptors sought to pay tribute to the gods by capturing them in idealized human form. When Renaissance artists revived interest in classical antiquity, the nude came along for the ride, mostly as a vessel to idealize the figures of the Christian faith and the Roman Catholic Church, which dominated Renaissance Europe. Some of these works had the suggestion of sensuality or, in the case of Donatello's sculpture of St. Jerome, deflated classical beauty by focusing on a body in decline. Such notions violated the conservative sensibilities of the church, but it wasn't until the 19th century when the nude truly began to skirt the borders of taste and propriety. Edouard Manet's "Olympia"
 
was a sensation. The combination of subject (a prostitute in the classical pose of a reclining female nude) and style (brushwork so flat that it highlights the artificiality of the image) was so shocking that visitors to the Paris Salon of 1865 tried to stab the canvas with their umbrellas. The painting was recently on view at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York -- only the third time it has ever left Paris, though it cast a wide influence on the next century or so of nudes, from the frankness of Gustave Courbet's "Origin of the World" (painted the year after the debut of "Olympia") to Picasso's 1932 series about his mistress Marie-Therese Walter, which brought explicit nudity into the world of abstraction.




Emily Coan's "Vice Grip" (2023).




In his 1956 book "The Nude: A Study in Ideal Form," the art historian Kenneth Clark wrote that "the nude is not the subject of art, but a form of art." In other words, the nude, with all its art-historical baggage, is an efficient means for artists to telegraph how their own perspective is distinct from that of their peers and predecessors. The trope can be especially powerful for women, queer people and artists of color, who have historically been more likely to be seen painted nude in a gallery or museum, rather than have their paintings of nudes exhibited there. No other genre has the capacity to interrogate, in a single figure, how we see and how we are seen.



WOMEN WEREN'T PERMITTED to study life drawing in the traditional Western art academy until the late 19th century; no female artist was included in Clark's authoritative 400-page tome. But more recent scholarship has recovered a number of female and queer artists, including Cadmus, whose nudes were dismissed as unseemly or unserious in their own time and feel considerably more forward thinking now. In 2018, the Museum aan de Stroom in Antwerp staged an exhibition of the 17th-century Flemish artist 
Michaelina Wautier
, who, the art historian Alison M. Gingeras notes in the book "Pictures Girls Make," which will be published later this month, created the first known portrait of a nude man by a woman. Many of Wautier's works had previously been misattributed to her brother. Last year, an ambitious exhibition organized by the Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia argued that the French artist Marie Laurencin's paintings of stylized nude women and animals were not a quirky footnote but rather a significant contribution to the turn-of-the-century Parisian avant-garde.




Michaelina Wautier's "Bacchanal" (before 1659).




Today's artists embrace the nude for reasons ranging from the political to the personal to the practical (several mentioned that clothing automatically dates a painting).



When Sasha Gordon, 26, was assigned to sketch her own body in a college anatomy class, the teacher didn't know what to make of her billowy form. "The professor had a hard time stepping away from the European way of thinking, with all the certain muscles and bones that you could normally see in a leaner body," says Gordon, whose mother is Korean.




Francesca Woodman's "Untitled" (circa 1979-80).




Today, Gordon places her own body -- rendered in hyperrealistic detail -- front and center in surreal scenes. (Her work was recently the subject of a solo show at the 
ICA Miami
.) In "Trimmings" (2023), a nude Gordon uses garden shears to create a larger-than-life hedge version of herself. Looking out impishly at the viewer mid-snip, it's as if she had broken into the pristine European-style garden to leave her mark. In a metaphor for her larger body of work, she makes herself into a monument without asking for permission.



Artists who seek to imbue the nude with new meaning still encounter some resistance. 
Doron Langberg
, 38, whose lyrical portraits of queer lovers with their underwear around their ankles are rendered with the same gauzy reverential treatment as Claude Monet gave to the water lily, says that sexually explicit works still remain a hard sell to many institutions. (He is heartened, however, that the Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
Kunsthal Rotterdam
 are currently showing his erotic paintings.) Clarity Haynes, who is best known for painting the torsos of cancer survivors, queer and trans people, recalls a group of outraged museum donors walking out on her presentation of such works at the NADA art fair in Miami in 2018. And Emily Coan, whose witchy nude doppelgangers huddle around fires, drink and have sex with one another, notes that she and many of her contemporaries are unable to promote their work on Instagram because of the platform's nudity policy.




Clarity Haynes's "Dani (Study)" (2023).




Even within the feminist art community, disagreements remain over whether certain kinds of nudes are objectifying or empowering. An earlier generation of painters who dealt with explicit imagery, including 
Joan Semmel
 and Betty Tompkins, received similar pushback in the 1970s, criticized for appealing to the male gaze even as they tried to subvert it. What makes this moment different is both the wider spectrum of bodies taking up space on the canvas and the sheer delight, playfulness and weirdness with which they are represented. Many of the artists engaging with the nude today grew up taking photos of themselves and posting them on the internet. They are comfortable toying with images of the body because they know what it's like to be looked at -- not only by someone on the subway or at the grocery store but by everyone all at once online.




Doron Langberg's "Bather" (2021).




What artists playing with the unclothed human form today share in common is a fundamental lack of shame. For Haynes, the act of painting the nude is, more than anything else, an 
antidote
 to shame. Before she turned her focus on her community, she started out in 1997 depicting her own torso. It was a way, she recalls, to reacquaint herself with her body after getting sober, leaving her job as a stripper and recognizing how much of her existence had been informed by being sexually harassed on the street. "I thought I would see an exaggerated sexy person," she says, "and what I saw was just a human being. I saw myself as a human being for the first time."
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Virgil Abloh's Legacy Is About to Get Louder



Shannon Abloh and the Fashion Scholarship Fund unveil a new plan.




Virgil and Shannon Abloh at the Off-white men's wear show in Paris in January 2019. 




By Vanessa Friedman


Apr 08, 2024


Many companies, including fashion companies, may be 
going silent about their diversity, equity and inclusion
 initiatives in the face of political change. The last round of major designer appointments may not have included 
a single creative director of color
. But at least one group is doubling down on its commitment to broadening the style-talent pipeline.



At its annual gala on April 8, Peter Arnold, the executive director of the Fashion Scholarship Fund, the nonprofit that is dedicated to expanding access to the industry for underprivileged students, and Shannon Abloh, the widow of Virgil Abloh, will unveil a new strategic plan for the Virgil Abloh "Post-Modern" Scholarship Fund. The new initiative will double the number of recipients and expand the way the fund defines support.



As such, it marks the next step in Ms. Abloh's efforts to consolidate her husband's legacy.



Mr. Abloh, the pioneering Black designer who founded the brand Off-White, collaborated with Nike and became the first Black creative director of Louis Vuitton men's wear, 
died in late 2021
 of a rare form of cancer.



"When he became successful, Virgil was the first Black face that many kids saw in a room they didn't know they could enter," Ms. Abloh said via Zoom from Chicago just be fore getting on a plane to fly to New York for the Fashion Scholarship Fund event. "He and I talked about, How can we turn this into something that really means something over time?" The Virgil Abloh "Post-Modern" Scholarship Fund was part of the answer.




Shannon Abloh with the designer Aurora James at the CFDA awards ceremony in November 2022.




Now, she said of the D.E.I. reversals, "it's really nerve-racking, seeing the changes that are happening. But for me, all it means is that the work needs to continue to be louder. It just makes me double down and say, 'OK, then we need to fight harder.'"



Founded in 2020 by Mr. Abloh with $1 million of seed capital, the Virgil Abloh "Post-Modern" Scholarship Fund (Mr. Abloh had a thing about quotation marks) is administered by the Fashion Scholarship Fund. In February 2022, just after Mr. Abloh's death, it received a major injection of funds thanks to a posthumous auction of 200 pairs of Mr. Abloh's Nike designs that raised $18 million, which has allowed Ms. Abloh and the FSF to rethink the scholarship fund and what it can do.



"Redressing inequity is a long, long game that requires a consistent investment over time," Mr. Arnold said. "This amount of money that -- thank you, Virgil -- came to us allows us to weather some of this moment when other people are not as committed as you would expect they would be."



Ms. Abloh, who remained in the background when her husband was alive and has only 
begun to speak out
 recently, will be making one of her rare public appearances at the gala to announce the new plan. With her will be her children, Lowe, 11, and Grey, 8, who will be seeing their mother step into the spotlight for the first time.



"They're starting to really ask a lot more questions about what I am doing," she said, and she wants them to experience the results of their father's work for themselves. (They are also going to do "touristy things," such as seeing "Wicked" on Broadway.)



Beyond simply expanding the number of grant recipients to 60 in the next year, the reimagined scholarship fund will involve a new bridge fund that will look at costs beyond tuition. The FSF had discovered that some students who received the scholarship could not afford to accept it.




Shannon Abloh at the Fashion Scholarship Fund gala in April 2023.




"Some have to work," Ms. Abloh said. "They can't quit their job and go to school. There was a student whose laptop broke, and she couldn't afford to replace it, so she was going to drop out of school." There was someone who got a great internship in Milan but could not afford the flights.



"That's not OK," Ms. Abloh said.



In addition, the FSF is engineering ways to reach students who are not on the traditional art school track, including connecting with community colleges. Mr. Abloh himself studied architecture and had no formal fashion education. Finally, the fund is leaning on an extended network of Mr. Abloh's friends to mentor grant recipients beyond the initial one-year period of the scholarship.



"When students are going into their first job, I think it's really important that they have an advocate or mentor they can lean on to give them ideas and support," Ms. Abloh said. "I had dinner with a handful of Virgil's friends last week -- probably 20, which is a fraction of his friends who are artists, musicians, DJs, people that run their own clothing brands -- and they were all like, 'Say the word and we're ready to help.'"



Mr. Arnold said that group included the designer Tremaine Emory and the stylist Gabriella Karefa-Johnson, who was herself a FSF recipient.



"Virgil was impatient," Ms. Abloh said. "He liked to move fast, so he would have been ready for this to happen. It was always like, How can we affect the most students in the biggest way possible?"



Beyond the Virgil Abloh "Post-Modern" Scholarship Fund, Ms. Abloh is finalizing plans for the Virgil Abloh Foundation, which she expects to introduce later this year. "The goal will be providing access and opportunities to young kids, just as the V.A.P.M. does, but in a slightly different way," she said. "In 20 years I want the young kid who's interested in creative arts to find Virgil. The foundation will provide a way for them to see his work and have access to what he created."



It is also for her own children, who, she said, "were so young when their father passed. I look at it as something that they'll be able to dive into to really learn who their dad was outside of the house."



"I know he would be super-proud," she added, and then corrected herself: "Is proud," she said.
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Barbie, the Book



A bookstore event for the newly published "Barbie: The World Tour" brought out the die-hards.




Barbie fans at the Rizzoli bookstore in Manhattan.




By Alex Vadukul


Apr 05, 2024


Some 200 Barbie fans braved a hard rain on Wednesday evening as they made their way to the Rizzoli bookstore in Manhattan for the release of a coffee-table book celebrating the doll's fashion history.



Inside, some took off their raincoats to reveal pink skirts, scarves, sweaters and blazers. Before a panel discussion began, they helped themselves to pink velvet cupcakes and rose.



Two friends in the crowd, Carol Torre and Anahy Antara, reflected on their fandom.



"I don't really know much about the book," Ms. Torre, an accountant, said. "I'm just here because I love Barbie."



"I've been hitting thrift shops to try to pull off Barbie's style ever since the movie came out," Ms. Antara, a university administrator, added. "The truth is, lots of us still want to be Barbie. Sure, I'm all for bra-burning and feminism, but I still want to be like her."




A panel discussion moderated by the journalist Esther Zuckerman featured the stylist Andrew Mukamal, the art director Fabien Baron and the photographer Craig McDean.




Published by Rizzoli and authored by Margot Robbie and her stylist, 
Andrew Mukamal
, "
Barbie: The World Tour
" explores the Mattel doll as a style icon. Its pages are filled with portraits of Ms. Robbie, the star of Greta Gerwig's blockbuster film, wearing outfits including a Givenchy dress inspired by 
Gay Parisienne Barbie
, and a Miu Miu ensemble recalling 
Evening Splendor Barbie
.



Fabien Baron
 art-directed the project, and the fashion spreads were photographed by 
Craig McDean
. The book also includes handwritten tributes on Barbie's cultural influence from designers like Donatella Versace and Manolo Blahnik.



The evening's talk, moderated by the journalist Esther Zuckerman, featured Mr. Mukamal, Mr. Baron and Mr. McDean.



Mr. Mukamal said the book was 
conceived
 as a way to show off looks that never made it to red carpets, because of the monthslong actors' strike that cut into Ms. Robbie's global press tour for "
Barbie
."



"That lit the fire under Margot and I to say, 'OK, well, we have all these looks that we've prepared, all these designers and brands that have lent their genius to our vision,'" Mr. Mukamal said. "'How can we do something to make sure that this is all visible and commemorated somewhere?'"



After reminiscing about cutting the hair of Barbie dolls with his sister as a boy, 
Mr. Baron
 said that he had included archival snippets of the doll's history in the book as a way to give it a "collage vibe." "Rather than just having pictures of Margot," he said, "I wanted it to feel like a diary, something that she could have penned herself. That's why there's handwriting everywhere."




The Rizzoli window display on the night of the book launch.




During the Q. and A. session, one fan asked why the book didn't include outfits from the "
Dolls of the World
" Barbie collection.



"There's a lot of room for misinterpretation if, say, Margot is wearing a kimono or something," Mr. Mukamal said. "Barbie is transformative enough, but there's people out there who might interpret that a little bit incorrectly."



Then the three panelists -- who all wore black -- sat at a table covered in pink sequins to sign books.



In the crowd was 
Sally Singer
, a former Vogue editor and the newly minted president of Art + Commerce at William Morris Endeavor's fashion division.



"Some of the most eccentric people I know are Barbie fans, and many people on the fringes of fashion have always used Barbie as an incubator for their creativity," Ms. Singer said. "I've always seen her as a kind of companion to self-creative, singular and avant-garde people."



Michelle Mackliff, a fashion consultant, had brought along a 
Barbie doll
 from her own collection that was still in its box: a 1995 Donna Karan New York limited edition 
Bloomingdale's
 Barbie. As she waited in line to have her book signed, other fans gathered to ogle the chicly outfitted doll, which held a miniature 
Big Brown Bag
 from the Manhattan department store.




Michelle Mackliff, a fashion consultant and Barbie fan, shows off a 1995 limited edition doll still in its box.




"I've been thinking lots recently about why I love Barbie so much," Ms. Mackliff said. "I guess it's because I first started dreaming about what was possible with my life because of her. She was my first feminist symbol."



"I still remember getting my first Barbie as a girl for Christmas when I was growing up in Ecuador," she added. "And you know what? I still have that doll to this day."
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Dianne Brill, a 1980s 'It Girl,' Makes a Splashy Return



"I'm back," she says at her 66th birthday party. "Maybe not everyone knows it yet, but I am."




The guest of honor plays as a D.J.




By Alex Vadukul


Apr 09, 2024


When 
Dianne Brill
 arrived at the Soho Grand Hotel for her 66th birthday party on Saturday night, she did so with the same sense of spectacle that made her an icon of Manhattan nightlife in the 1980s.



People stopped and stared as she stepped out of a black S.U.V. Standing 6-foot-3 in white platform boots, Ms. Brill was wearing a silver satin wraparound dress and holding a glittering wand in one hand. Her hair was big and blonde, and she wore a big necklace that read "B-R-I-L-L."



"I'm back," she said. "Maybe not everyone knows it yet, but I am, and that's why I'm having this birthday party. To show everyone I'm back."



The party was billed as "One in a Brillion." The dress code on the invitation was "Strictly Brill," meaning the kind of thing Ms. Brill might have worn at nightclubs like Area and Danceteria four decades ago.



She came to New York at age 22 from the suburbs of Tampa, Fla. Soon she seized the mantle once occupied by Edie Sedgwick and Bianca Jagger as downtown's reigning 
"It" Girl
. She also became a muse to Andy Warhol, who once stated, "If you were at a party and Dianne Brill was there, you knew you were at the right party."




Ms. Brill poses for Andy Warhol in 1984.




Her answering machine overflowed with messages from Mick Jagger, Sting, Keith Haring, Grace Jones and Jerry Hall. She worked as a 
runway model
 for Thierry Mugler and Jean Paul Gaultier, and she designed 
men's wear
 for Prince and Duran Duran.



The tabloids called her the Queen of the Night, and she was the rare creature of downtown to cross over into the mainstream. In 1985, 
People ran a feature
 on her, and she was a guest on "Late Night with David Letterman."



But beneath the party-girl exterior was a budding entrepreneur. Even when she was out till 4:30 a.m. at the Palladium and the Pyramid Club, she stuck to three rules: "no drugs, no booze, no weekend gallivanting." And toward the end of her time on the scene, 
she published a book
, "Boobs, Boys and High Heels: Or How to Get Dressed in Just Under Six Hours."



In the mid-1990s she married Peter Voelkle, a German children's television producer, and moved with him to Europe to start a family. She kept an apartment in the East Village, though she has lived primarily in Zurich for the last three decades, raising three children, as 
she ran a cosmetics line
 that sold products like Dianne Brill Eau de Parfum.



Now that the kids are grown, Ms. Brill is back. Her old haunts like Mudd Club are long gone, but she has taken a liking to the Polo Bar and the 
Nines
.



"I know New York has changed," she said. "But ever since I came back, I'm meeting people who have that same scent I smelled when I first got here, back when I was just a girl from Tampa, who was tired of sitting around in the mall waiting for something to happen to her."



"I had a nine-year reign as Queen of the Night, and that's a long time," she added. "There are It Girls who don't adapt. They get bitter they can't maintain the attention. But I did adapt. For me, being Queen of the Night is a state of mind."




"I had a nine-year reign as Queen of the Night," Ms. Brill said on the night of her birthday party, "and that's a long time."




Early Saturday night, Ms. Brill's friends gathered at a long table in a private room at the SoHo Grand for an intimate dinner. They reminisced about how they used to read about her downtown exploits in 
Page Six
 and Interview Magazine and how encountering her at clubs was akin to sighting a Hollywood celebrity.



"Thank you, all, for making me feel like the girl of the hour," she said, after she blew out the candles on her birthday cakes. "Because I have been missing that feeling."



Ms. Brill's friends reflected on the distinct breed of 
celebrity she once embodied
, with people calling out to her from taxi cabs, though she was little known outside the city.



"I don't think that kind of downtown celebrity exists today," Jean-Marc Houmard, a co-owner of 
Indochine
, said. "I still remember meeting her as a young man. She complimented my jacket, and I was like, Oh my god, Dianne Brill just complimented my jacket!"



"When she comes into Indochine now, young people might not know who she is, but they're intrigued," he continued. "They all ask me, '
Who
 is that?' People still want to know who she is. And that's what being an It Girl is really about."



The designer Jill Stuart also weighed in on Ms. Brill's legacy.



"She was the Queen of the Night, and everyone knew her," Ms. Stuart said. "But she is still the Queen of the Night, because that personality is inside Dianne wherever she goes."



Kyle Stuart, a 27-year-old music manager who befriended Ms. Brill at Boom Boom Room during a Pride Month party, evaluated her from a more historical perspective.



"There's an ephemeral quality to being an It Girl," he said. "From 
Chloe Sevigny
 to Amanda Lepore, there will always be another one, and there is something bittersweet about that. But to me, Dianne is everlasting. She's the original queen."




Ms. Brill with a party guest, Michael Zayas, wearing a Brill Box.




It was nearly midnight when the rowdy party started in the hotel's nightlife venue, Club Room. A D.J. duo blasted George Michael and Duran Duran, as friends old and new danced on couches. One man wore a giant 
Brill Box
 costume, and a woman wore a ponytail-like adornment that evoked 
a vinyl outfit Ms. Brill wore
 in the 1980s.



The dance floor was crowded with people she knew from decades ago, along with a crop of younger fans who have become smitten with Ms. Brill more recently.



"I met her one night, and all of a sudden I'm talking to her about my breakup," Olivia LaRossa, 27, said. "She gave me motherly advice. We talked for 45 minutes. Only after did I learn she partied with Warhol. She's become a nightlife godmother to me and my friends."




"One of my rules is to always leave at the peak of the party," Ms. Brill said. "But not tonight."




At 2 a.m., Ms. Brill was still posing for selfies with her fans.



"One of my rules is to always leave at the peak of the party," she said. "But not tonight. Tonight I might be the last one out of here. Because I haven't felt this way in a long time."



Ms. Brill was then distracted by someone -- a young woman with platinum blonde hair swaying alone on the dance floor.



"Her," Ms. Brill said. "She has 
it
."
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The Buzz on Boat Shoes



The category of footwear created when Franklin D. Roosevelt was president is being reinterpreted and rediscovered.




Paul Sperry, the inventor of Top-Siders, is said to have conceived of the shoes after slipping on the deck of his sailboat and falling overboard into the Long Island Sound.




By Guy Trebay


Apr 04, 2024


Sometimes fashion just seems like "Groundhog Day" with better outfits. Designers vanish only to reappear suddenly (looking at you, 
Alessandro Michele
.) Trends sputter out and abruptly are back. Skinny jeans were cool until everyone was wearing oversize drop-crotch khakis -- everyone, that is, except that cadre of teen style-setters intent on bringing back 
2000s-era jeggings
 so bad they're good.



Consider, in this vein, the boat shoe, echt signifier of all things preppy. All but defunct as an element of a stylish wardrobe, it has now become a hot item. This is "the year of the boat shoe,'' 
says Vogue
, which is far from alone in observing a proliferation of fashionable maritime footwear.



There they were on the 
Miu Miu spring 2024 runway
 in Paris, in what was widely considered one of Miuccia Prada's best collections for that label in years. There, too, they were at Fendi's 
fall 2024
 men's wear show in Milan, where the moccasin-style shoe had been stamped to look like crocodile. There they are on virtually every page of a new catalog from the revived hipster heritage brand 
Quaker Marine Supply Co.
, a label whose style paragon is not Jacob Elordi but "Papa" Hemingway.



"Every few years there's another wave," Lisa Birnbach, 65, the author of "
The Official Preppy Handbook
" and its sequel "
True Prep
," said of boat shoes like Sperry Top-Siders or the similarly beloved, if nautically inappropriate, L.L. Bean Camp Moccasins (they scuff decks).



Ms. Birnbach's "Handbook," originally published in 1980 as a satirical take on upper-class folkways, went on to become a canonical text, right up there with "Take Ivy," a slender volume of photographs from 1965 depicting long-ago Ivy League guys. Both are inevitably cited whenever preppy trends cycle through again. And each time that happens, Ms. Birnbach knows her phone will ring. "My telephone number must be on the bathroom wall at Conde Nast and Hearst," she said on a call from her home north of Los Angeles.



The renewed interest in boat shoes could be inspired, Ms. Birnbach said, "by a new retailer selling Top-Siders, a designer that discovers them, an Instagram or TikTok person that puts themselves together with boat shoes in a clever way." Regardless, she said, it always seems as if people are seeing them for the first time, which is odd for a category of footwear created when Franklin D. Roosevelt was president.



It 
was in 1935
 that Paul Sperry, the inventor of Sperry Top-Siders, is said to have slipped on the deck of his sailboat and fallen overboard into the Long Island Sound. He later experienced a soggy epiphany, out of which came a shoe for boating with simple leather uppers and incised rubber soles that mimicked the ridges on his cocker spaniel's paws. (Mr. Sperry patented the process of making those grooves, termed "siping," in 1937.)




Boat shoes are rooted in function, not fashion. But to some, their anti-fashion vibe is part of their appeal.




The Top-Sider is "the Platonic ideal of the shoe," said Jason Jules, the author of "
Black Ivy
," a 2021 book examining how generations of Black men adopted, improvised upon and made their own the elements of a sartorial code that originated among a largely white Ivy League elite.



"The sudden re-emergence of the boat shoe in fashion is partly a reaction to sneaker fatigue," Mr. Jules, 60, said on a call from his home in Paraguay. "With sneakers, you're so overwhelmed by details that you need a manual to know how to wear them."



Conversely, 
as any yachtie
 can testify, Top-Siders are so elementary in their design they barely qualify as a shoe. And though the style has been reinterpreted in pop colorways, metallics and subject to cool designer affiliations (most notably 
a fashion-bro-friendly collaboration
 with Chris Echevarria of Blackstock & Weber), it is the classic version that continues to resonate.



"It's the style iconography," said Jonathan Frankel, the president of the Aldo Group, whose portfolio includes Sperry. "It ain't broke, so don't fix it.'"



On a recent phone call from his company's headquarters in Florence, Ala., the designer 
Billy Reid
, 59, noted that he'd bought his first pair of Top-Siders at 15 and then "wore them until they were held together with duct tape and Shoe Goo." Now, he said, seeing 20-somethings wearing Top-Siders "blows my mind."



Though Mr. Reid replaced his boat shoes with some regularity through the years, eventually he consigned them to the back of his closet. And there they remained until "my 20-year-old son, Walton, started stealing them."



Therein lies the paradox of the boat shoe, according to Kevin McLaughlin, the owner of Quaker Marine. Styles like Top-Siders are rooted in function, not fashion. Yet they are "simultaneously always coming into fashion again," he said.



For Walton Reid, Mr. Reid's 20-year-old son and a musician, the anti-fashion vibe of a boat shoe is intrinsic to its appeal.



"The way style works now, you can take inspiration from a utilitarian classic and put whatever spin on it you want," he said. "I can walk into a thrift store, find a pair of Dior jeans somebody may have died in, wear them with a suit jacket and boat shoes and, even though it shouldn't work, it does."
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Nigerian Fashion Moves Beyond the Catwalk



Known for its annual fashion week, the region's influence on style has been expanding, with the help of these designers.




Nigeria's fashion industry isn't new, but it is booming thanks to international buyers and a rising desire from the continent's growing middle class. Here, looks from one of the burgeoning brands, Cute-Saint, which uses dead stock fabric that comes from prior collections or has been found at the city's famous Yaba market.




By Tariro Mzezewa


Apr 11, 2024


LAGOS, Nigeria -- For the past decade, Nigeria's best-known ambassadors have, arguably, been its musicians: Burna Boy, WizKid, Davido, Tiwa Savage Asake and Tems, who have popularized Afrobeats beyond West Africa. At a moment when music, literature, visual art and food from across the African continent continue to gain 
global popularity
, fashion designers, particularly those from Nigeria, are ready for their industry to take center stage.



"Designers have become better and more confident, said Reni Folawiyo, 
owner of Alara
, a popular concept store in Lagos. "Some have come back from different parts of the world and are creating things that are interesting to people; some are making more contemporary pieces that people can wear every day. There's more variety, and people feel proud to be wearing things made by Africans." In 2023, Alara opened a pop-up shop as part of the 
Brooklyn Museum's "Africa Fashion
" exhibition.



"Currently the global fashion community is looking to the African continent for more than inspiration," said Ernestine White-Mifetu, the Sills Foundation curator of African art at the Brooklyn Museum. "The fashion world at large is finally ready to pay attention."




A display from Brooklyn Museum's "Africa Fashion" exhibition.




The Brooklyn Museum is one of many institutions that have tapped into Nigeria's -- and Africa's -- cultural offerings in recent years. Record labels, 
fintech
 start-ups and 
film
 companies have expanded into the country. Matt Stevens, vice president of international network planning for United Airlines, said the airline had added nonstop service to Lagos from Virginia's Dulles International Airport in 2021 because it saw the city as "an important part" of United's expansion in Africa (it also added routes to Cape Town, Johannesburg and Accra).



Nigeria's fashion industry isn't new -- after all, designers such as 
Lisa Folawiyo
 and 
Andrea Iyamah
 have been successful in Nigeria and beyond for years -- but it is booming thanks to international buyers and a rising desire from the continent's growing middle class. A 
2023 UNESCO report
 
stated that the luxury goods market generated nearly $6 billion in revenue in Africa in 2022 and estimated that it would continue growing.



In Lagos, Nigerians' love of style is everywhere, from the runways of the city's annual fashion week and boutique stores scattered around the coastal city, to markets, festivals and weddings. Some wear traditional attire like boubous and agbadas, and many combine those looks with modern accessories.



Here are some designers making their mark on a rapidly expanding fashion scene.




A look from the brand Atafo.




Atafo



Mai Atafo's decades-long career has been about making garments that don't fit much of the world's stereotypical ideas of what African clothes are. "There's a mind-set that if something doesn't have raffia on it, or if it's not tie-dye print, if it's not an explosion of colors, then it's not African," he said.



But that's not Mr. Atafo's style.



He loves suiting and tailoring. He makes men's wear, women's wear and bridal garments with the intention of selling them -- something he says is sometimes overlooked in favor of making artful but unwearable clothes. His "trad," or traditional, designs include embroidered caftans and caps for men; his Western styles include suits, wedding gowns and business casual attire; many items -- like his "tradxedo" -- combine elements from his home country with silhouettes and details from Western styles.




The brand Banke Kuku makes bodysuits, corsets, skirts and accessories.




Banke Kuku



After returning to Lagos from London in 2019, Banke Kuku -- who spent the prior decade making a name for herself as a respected textile designer -- realized that people wanted her prints and patterns, and not just on their walls and furniture. "I wanted to do something that you could wear and feel incredible in these spaces that I would design, so that's why I started with pajamas," she said of the silky pajama sets her brand has become known for.



During the pandemic, when the world went into lockdown and it suddenly felt as though everyone wanted pajamas and comfortable caftans, Ms. Kuku leaned in. "We call it occasional loungewear, because it's loungewear that you can wear at home and out and still look amazing wherever you are," she said. The brand now also makes bodysuits, corsets, skirts and accessories.




Cute-Saint is a unisex -- or, as designer Femi Ajose describes it, genderless -- brand.




Cute-Saint



In 2019, Femi Ajose quit his job as a fashion stylist. 
"
I wanted something that was mine -- something original, something African, so I decided to make it," Mr. Ajose said.



Mr. Ajose created Cute-Saint, a unisex -- or, as Mr. Ajose describes it, genderless -- brand. He has sent male models down the runway in wide-fitting pants with cropped mesh tops, knit asymmetric tank tops and corsets made of aso oke, a hand-woven cloth created by the Yoruba people. The clothes are all made in Nigeria with dead stock fabric that comes from prior collections or has been found at the city's famous Yaba market.



Like many Nigerian and African designers, Mr. Ajose said that for much of his life, he had felt as though people in Nigeria placed higher value on products made in other countries, especially European ones. But that's changing, he said. 
"
That was the old belief," he said, "but now as soon as Nigerians try things, they say, 'Oh, are you sure this is made in Nigeria?'"




Rukky Ladoja's brand Dye Lab isn't dependent on fabric imported from Asia and Europe and doesn't use Western sizing, which doesn't always flatter African women's bodies.




Dye Lab



After closing down her ready-to-wear brand Grey Projects in 2020, Rukky Ladoja wanted to create a brand that wasn't dependent on fabric imported from Asia and Europe or use Western sizing, which doesn't always flatter African women's bodies.



"It was, 'What kind of outfit can we make where the entire supply chain is local, the entire value chain is local, and the product is one size fits all?'" said Ozzy Etomi, Dye Lab's brand director. Having started in 2021, Dye Lab's signature agbada -- a type of flowing robe akin to a kimono -- was born.



"It was an existing style -- something that you'd see people wear all the time, that our moms put on when they needed to quickly rush somewhere," Ms. Etomi said. "We just said, 'How do we take this traditional garment and basically make it cool?'"




The brand Eki Kere uses leaves from the raffia palm tree -- which is native to tropical parts of the continent -- to build, decorate and dress. Raffia is used liberally, adorning the hems, pockets and sleeves of her garments.




Eki Kere



Abasiekeme Ukanireh, the founder of Eki Kere, created dresses for weddings, parties and other celebrations, as many seamstresses do, when the pandemic arrived. With a halt on parties and weddings, she found herself with time to be creative, so she turned to her hometown, Ikot Ekpene, for inspiration. The town is known as the Raffia City, thanks to its people's long history of using leaves from the raffia palm tree -- which is native to tropical parts of the continent -- to build, decorate and dress.



"Most people stopped buying raffia clothes -- not because they couldn't afford it or they had a cheaper option, but because they're just tired of seeing the same thing over and over again," she said. To shake things up, she uses raffia liberally, adorning the hems, pockets and sleeves of her eccentric garments.
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