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Election 2024 latest news: Biden campaign keeps focus on abortion with new Arizona ad buy
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Aaron Blake, Maxine Joselow, Philip Bump, Mark Berman, David Nakamura, Paul Kane, Patrick Marley, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Karla Adam, Anne Branigin, Roxanne Roberts, Perry Stein, Marianne LeVine, Shayna Jacobs | 2024-04-11
Continuing to lean into the abortion issue, President Biden's campaign launched a seven-figure ad buy Thursday in Arizona attempting to tie former president Donald Trump to the state Supreme Court's decision to uphold a near-total ban on the procedure dating to 1864. Trump, who said this week that abortion policy decisions should be left to states, criticized Arizona on Wednesday, saying the action went too far.
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Arizona and Florida will fix abortion bans, Trump predicts. Not so fast.
Trump wants to wash his hands of these bans. It's hardly so simple.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-04-11

Arizona Capitol Speaker Ben Toma (R) at the state capitol in Phoenix. (Matt York/AP)


Donald Trump and his allies have made it abundantly clear they would rather wash their hands of the harsh abortion bans in Florida and especially Arizona that threaten the GOP politically.
"So Florida's probably going to change, Arizona's going to definitely change," Trump said Wednesday, while continuing to punt on saying what specifically should be done about the bans. "Everybody wants that to happen."
"This will be fixed in the next week or two; let not your heart be troubled," Fox News host Sean Hannity added Wednesday night of the Arizona ban. "I can -- I can pretty much assure that that will happen."
But the reality and the internal GOP politics aren't nearly so simple. That was quickly made clear in Arizona.
State lawmakers immediately sought votes in the legislature to repeal the severe 1864 abortion law revived Tuesday by the state Supreme Court. That law bans nearly all abortions -- including in cases of rape and incest -- and threatens providers with two to five years in prison.
But Republicans blocked them. In the state Senate, the GOP blocked a motion on a rule change that would allow Democrats to introduce a repeal bill. In the state House, a Republican who has criticized the 1864 law pushed for a vote on an existing Democratic proposal to repeal it. But he was thwarted when leaders called for a recess and then adjourned for a week.
There's perhaps something to be said for having an actual debate about how to handle the situation, and there is time given the state Supreme Court put the law on hold for 14 days.
But it's also clear that nixing or even changing the law in a state legislature controlled by Republicans isn't as easy as advertised.
State House Speaker Ben Toma (R), for instance, has told Axios he doesn't support repeal and won't allow a vote on it. Both he and state Senate President Warren Petersen filed a brief in the case before the Arizona Supreme Court advocating for the 1864 law.
Toma is also running in a competitive July congressional primary against some big names who have taken hard line antiabortion positions, including former congressman Trent Franks and 2022 Senate candidate Blake Masters. (Franks once picketed abortion clinics; Masters has in the past said he would support a national version of Arizona's 1864 law, and he responded to this week's news by saying, "I'm proud to be pro-life, and I make no apology for it.")
The Toma situation is a microcosm of the GOP's broader dilemma. It's one thing to say the 1864 law goes too far; it's another to figure out what to do about it. Do you completely take it off the books and let Arizona's 2022 15-week ban take over? How many weeks do you set the ban at? Do you just add rape and incest exceptions and/or get rid of the prison threat for providers?
The result could effectively be Republicans greenlighting the legalization of at least some abortions. That's the kind of thing that could prove difficult to sell to your fellow partisans, many of whom truly believe abortion is murder and should be treated as such. The results of a Wall Street Journal poll conducted last month showed just one-third of Arizona Republicans said abortion should generally be legal.
The Republican Party in recent years has been riven by the interests of individual Republicans appealing to the far right and the interests of the broader party. Arizona in particular has featured one of the most extreme state GOPs for decades. All of that looms large here.
The situation in Florida won't feature a tidy resolution, either.
There, the six-week abortion ban that the state Supreme Court greenlighted last week was passed by the state GOP and signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) last year. The court also greenlighted a November ballot measure that would enshrine abortion rights in the state's constitution, effectively giving voters the power to veto the six-week ban.
Given the GOP just enacted the ban, it would seem unlikely the state legislature would quickly reverse course. It's also far from certain that voters will do it for them.
While abortion rights measures have passed without fail since Roe v. Wade was overturned, even in red states, Florida features a higher threshold for passage than most others: 60 percent. That's a threshold that such measures have failed to reach in similarly situated states like Michigan (56.7 percent) and Ohio (56.8 percent).
An Emerson College poll released Thursday reinforces the difficulty the measure faces. It shows support for the amendment outpacing opposition by 17 points, 42 percent to 25 percent, but with one-third undecided, leaving the measure far from 60 percent at this early juncture.
The poll also shows slightly less than 6 in 10 voters view the six-week ban as "too strict" -- 57 percent -- also suggesting getting to 60 percent could prove difficult. (The remainder said the ban is either "about right" or "not strict enough.")
What we could have is a situation in which a strong majority of the state votes against the GOP's ban, but it's not enough to actually get rid of the ban. It's also possible that some conservative voters who think the six-week ban is too strict might not want to go so far as to fully enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution, leaving what even they view as a suboptimal policy in place.
Trump in a video Wednesday night put on his political strategist hat and wagered that his focus on states' rights -- while avoiding specifics -- had neutralized an abortion issue that currently dogs his party.
"The only issue [Democrats] think they have is on abortion," Trump said in a social-media video. "And now all I say is that states are handling it. And it's totally killed that issue."
Not so fast.
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Trump's first -- and maybe only -- trial is still viewed with skepticism
This is in part partisanship and, in part, the complicated nature of the case.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-11

Donald Trump is scheduled to go on trial Monday in Manhattan on charges he falsified business records. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


Next week, a former president of the United States is for the first time scheduled to go on trial for criminal charges. Donald Trump has been charged with 34 counts of falsifying business records by a Manhattan grand jury -- a case that is complicated and (probably relatedly) viewed with skepticism by a lot of Americans.
It also may end up being the only indictment Trump faces that goes to trial.
It's been the case for some time that, of those four indictments, the one in Manhattan is viewed by Americans broadly as the most dubious. Polling from the Associated Press, conducted by NORC, found that perceptions Trump had violated the law in the Manhattan case had declined throughout 2023, driven by increased Democratic skepticism.
That continues to be the case. In polling released this week by Ipsos (on behalf of Reuters), Americans were least likely to say that the Manhattan charges -- unlike the federal charges in D.C. and Florida or the charges in Georgia -- were very or somewhat serious. Only a little over a third of respondents indicated that they thought the Manhattan charges were very serious.




One likely reason for this is inadvertently revealed in the poll's question: The Manhattan case, unlike, say, trying to overturn the 2020 election, is complicated.
Trump is accused of creating falsified business documents, for having payments to his then-attorney Michael Cohen recorded as a legal retainer. In reality, the money was meant to reimburse Cohen for having paid $130,000 to adult film actress Stormy Daniels, whose real name is Stephanie Clifford, which prosecutors say was to keep her from publicly revealing a sexual encounter she said she had with Trump years earlier. Cohen admitted to the payment and to making it to aid Trump's campaign, a violation of campaign-finance laws. And since the alleged falsified records were in service of covering up another crime, the Manhattan charges are a felony.
There was another payment in the same period to Playboy model Karen McDougal. That one was covered by the parent company of the National Enquirer, on Trump's behalf. But it is not part of the Manhattan charges, despite the Ipsos question's wording.
The other obvious factor here is partisanship. Republicans are overwhelmingly less likely to describe the charges Trump faces as serious, regardless of which charge is at issue. Only a quarter of Republicans say the charges centered on trying to overturn the 2020 election are very serious.
What's more, Republicans consistently told Ipsos that descriptions of the underlying crimes (at times inaccurate descriptions) were not particularly believable. Only a third of Republicans, for example, said it was very or somewhat believable that Trump illegally removed classified documents from the White House and took them to his Mar-a-Lago estate. Interestingly, the hush money payoffs -- only one of which was ultimately paid by Trump -- were most consistently described as believable.




Instead, Republicans were far more likely to view the entire effort to charge Trump as politically motivated.
How complicated are the Manhattan charges? On Wednesday, Trump attempted to portray them as somehow subverted by a statement Daniels released in early 2018 denying having a relationship with Trump -- a statement that was the direct fruit of the coverup for which he paid the $130,000! It was the hush that earned the money, but many of his supporters took for granted that this statement was somehow important. (Daniels later retracted it.)
Part of this may stem from something revealed earlier this year in polling conducted by YouGov: Many Republicans simply aren't familiar with the details of the indictments and settlements centered on Trump. (That poll included intentionally false claims about Trump's actions to gauge how often people were simply responding based on their views of Trump.)




This is undoubtedly related to the disparagement of the indictments within the right-wing media bubble and to a disinterest in learning about the charges among Trump supporters.
That said, though, there's also another factor worth considering: A healthy chunk of Trump's base believes he has committed serious federal crimes -- and supports him for president anyway.




Most Republicans simply think that all of this is political, a point of view that Trump has promoted ceaselessly since even before he took office. They think Trump's opponents are trying to block his path to the presidency or, that they want to punish him. Many appear to believe that Trump's actions are unexceptional, a belief that special counsel Jack Smith, originator of two of the Trump indictments, explicitly rejected in a filing this week.
That the first criminal case in which Trump will participate is the one that is viewed as less than very serious by most Americans may not disabuse them of that perception. Or, perhaps, something else will happen: Americans will better understand what Trump did and why, and their views of his actions will shift.
If they learn about the trial at all, that is.
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Wisconsin Supreme Court liberal won't run again, shaking up race for control
The retirement of the longest-serving liberal on the narrowly divided court improves conservatives' chances of retaking control after losing it last year.
By Patrick Marley | 2024-04-11

Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Ann Walsh Bradley is seen during a public hearing on Sept. 7, 2023, in Madison, Wis. (Morry Gash/AP)


MADISON, Wis. -- The longest-serving member of the Wisconsin Supreme Court's 4-3 liberal majority announced Thursday she would not run for reelection next spring, shaking up a consequential race in a swing state and improving the odds that conservatives can retake the control they lost last year.
Justice Ann Walsh Bradley, who has served on the court since 1995, told The Washington Post ahead of her announcement that she is confident someone who shares her judicial philosophy can replace her after she completes her term. But her unexpected retirement sets the stage for an intense race for control of the court two years after candidates, political parties and interest groups spent more than $50 million in the most expensive judicial race in U.S. history.
In recent years, the court voted 4-3 to confirm Joe Biden's win in the state's last presidential election, ban ballot drop boxes and end a Republican gerrymander of the state legislature. Soon, by a similar margin, it could determine whether abortion remains legal in one of the country's most closely watched presidential battlegrounds.
Bradley, 73, spent most of the past decade and a half writing dissents for a court run by conservatives. That majority upheld limits on labor unions, approved a voter ID law, limited the powers of the state's Democratic governor and shut down a campaign finance investigation of Republicans.
Disputes during that era were often bitter and personal, and in one instance turned physical. In 2011, during a confrontation in front of other members of the court, a conservative justice put his hands on Bradley's neck. No charges were filed, and an ethics investigation into the other justice, David Prosser, fizzled out. Prosser retired from the court in 2016.
The conservatives' reign on the court ended last year, when voters elected Janet Protasiewicz to the court and liberals gained a 4-3 majority. Bradley celebrated the new direction for the court and in the interview with The Post this week said it was a difficult decision to leave.
"I've been in the dissenting mode essentially all of my judicial career," she said. "I'm delighted at where the court is right now, but it's just time -- time to pass the torch, bring in fresh perspective."
Bradley said her career on the bench showed she is dedicated to maintaining an independent judiciary, making the courts accessible to all, holding government accountable and protecting people's rights. "Sometimes the upholding of individual rights is not popular," she said. "And that's when it's needed the most."
In December, five months after Protasiewicz was sworn in, the court's liberals struck down election maps that since 2011 have all but guaranteed Republican control of the state legislature. Even before the court ruled, Republican lawmakers discussed impeaching Protasiewicz, saying she had prejudged the redistricting case by calling the GOP maps "rigged" during her campaign. They abandoned the idea amid a political backlash.
Bradley called the proposed impeachment a "threat to the independence of the judiciary" and said "good people" need to stand up to such efforts.
"I don't know how all of that would have unfolded," she said. "I'm glad I didn't have to find out."
Major cases loom for the court. The justices will hear arguments next month on whether to reverse a 2022 decision by conservatives that banned the drop boxes that voters used in 2020 to return absentee ballots. This fall, the court could be called on to review the outcome of the presidential election, just as it was in 2020.
"Some of these [election-related] cases, of course, come up awfully quickly," Bradley said. "And that's exactly how we should handle it then -- awfully quickly."
The court is expected to decide soon whether to accept cases that would determine whether abortion remains legal in the state. If it takes the cases, it will weigh in on the issue soon after the top courts in Florida and Arizona ruled in favor of abortion bans in those states.
Whether the Wisconsin court takes up the cases immediately or waits to hear them later, abortion is expected to be a major issue in the 2025 race. Brad Schimel, a suburban Milwaukee judge, former state attorney general and abortion opponent, in November announced he was running for state Supreme Court. In a statement Thursday on social media, Schimel wished Bradley well and said from the start he had "made it clear that I'm not running against one person, I'm running against this Court's leftist majority."
With Bradley out of the race, others will soon jump in. The April 2025 race is crucial for conservatives because they have to defend seats in 2026 and 2027. If they don't gain control of the court next year, they won't have an opportunity to do so again until 2028.
Bradley initially planned to seek a fourth 10-year term on the court, announcing on the night Protasiewicz won her seat that she was running for reelection. She changed her mind recently, noting in the interview that she would be 85 by the end of another term on the court. She expressed confidence that she would win if she ran, noting she beat her last opponent, in 2015, by 16 points.
Bradley was the first woman elected to the Wisconsin Supreme Court, after two other women were appointed to the court years earlier. Today, six of the seven justices are women, which Bradley said shows "that a woman has a good chance to win the next Supreme Court election."
Janine Geske, a former justice who served alongside Bradley in the 1990s, said Bradley put in long hours even when she knew she would be in the minority because she believed the court had a duty to wrestle with tough issues.
"I've never seen her waver in her dedication and enthusiasm for the court," Geske said.
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Where 2024 voters moved since 2020 -- and how they registered
Millions of Americans moved between states since the last presidential election. We took a look at what voter data tells us about those moves.
By Philip Bump, Lenny Bronner | 2024-04-11

A moving struck sits outside a home in the Rosewood neighborhood of Myrtle Beach, S.C., on Sept. 19, 2022. (Madeline Gray for The Washington Post) 


Between any two presidential elections, there is an enormous amount of churn in the electorate, both nationally and at the state level. A lot of this is obvious: People die, young people turn 18 and register to vote (and then often don't vote again for a decade or two), people lose or gain interest in candidates or issues.
There's another factor, too, that often goes underrecognized. Over the course of four years, a lot of people simply pull up stakes and move. And that, at least in theory, can affect the outcome of an election.
This is not easy to track. The Census Bureau collects data on interstate moves year over year, but in the aggregate. We can't see, for example, whether someone moved from one state to another and then back. And we can only guess at what the political effects might be. Is someone moving from Ohio to Michigan adding a Republican vote to the latter state or is it a Democrat seeking slightly bluer climes?
We have another set of data that offers us a better lens into this question of partisan flow. L2, a political data vendor, tracks individual registrations over time, including after people move across state lines. An analysis of that data offers a picture -- albeit an incomplete one -- of the influx and outflow of state residents by party.
There are two caveats that are worth keeping in mind.
The first is that not every move is captured in this data, even among voters who were registered in both states. In many cases, of course, people moving across state lines will register to vote for the first time in the new state; they won't be reflected in this data. Nor will people who couldn't be matched to their prior registrations (generally because they didn't complete a change of address form with the post office).
The other caveat is that this analysis includes partisanship data that's modeled by L2. In some states, registration is nonpartisan. In those states, L2 uses other data -- voting patterns or demographics -- to estimate partisanship.
With those qualifiers in place, we can simply jump into the data. What we were interested in was less the numbers of people going from state to state (given the qualifier about those numbers) than the patterns of that movement. For each state, we calculated the number of Democrats, Republicans and third-party or nonpartisans who moved into a state since 2020 and the number of each group who moved out. Then we presented those totals as a percentage of the state's total population.
This was the result. Thicker bars on the left side than the right indicate more arrivals than departures. The bars are generally ordered by size: If the Republican bar is on top, more Republicans than other groups were coming or going.




There are a lot of nuances to pick out of those charts; we'll leave you to that.
Let's drill down on the question we started with, though -- considering how this might affect the presidential race. Comparing the net change among partisans (that is, those arriving minus those leaving) to the 2020 vote, we see that more-Democratic states were often those with bigger positive inflows of Democrats, though it's cloudy. That partisan correlation was much stronger in more-Republican states.




In the middle there we see the swing states that flipped around in 2016 and 2020. We can pull the eight closest states in 2020 out and see that the net change by party varies. In Georgia, there's been a bigger positive change for Democrats; in Florida, strongly for Republicans.




But what are the actual numbers, you demand. Well, in Georgia, the net advantage (comparing parties after subtracting outgoing voters from incoming ones) was a gain of about 18,000 Democrats. In Florida, it was 124,000 Republicans.
But again, this is just a sliver of movement. The Census Bureau's data on moves from 2021 to 2022 shows 50 percent more inflow to Florida than there were new arrivals tracked by L2 over all four years. In Georgia, the Census Bureau's one-year total is more than twice the L2 numbers. People are missed -- including people registering for the first time.
There's one other point worth making: People who have newly moved are less likely to vote. Here's other data from the Census Bureau, looking at the 2020 election.




There are a lot of reasons for this: They haven't registered yet, for one, or they may not know where they are supposed to cast their ballot. People who move frequently are less likely to own homes and skew younger, and younger people vote less often.
In other words, do not use these numbers to make bold predictions about how this consistently close presidential contest will end up. Use them, instead, as a reminder to register and vote.
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The farcical saga of an impeachment trial no one wants to convene
Senate Democrats have made clear they plan to dismiss the homeland secretary's impeachment charges once the trial begins -- prompting Republicans to, oddly, delay the trial of a man they believe has committed "high crimes."
By Paul Kane | 2024-04-11

The impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas has turned "into a farcical journey of blunder and mismanagement." (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Senate Republicans were apoplectic in early January 2020. House Democrats had impeached Donald Trump and declared him a threat to democracy -- but then refused to actually send the matter to the Senate.
Democrats naively thought they could withhold the articles of impeachment to leverage more favorable rules for the Senate trial, which Republicans had no intention of implementing.
"This delay is an abuse of power & denies POTUS his day in court," Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-W. Va.), one of the more pragmatic GOP lawmakers, wrote on social media. "Send it or end it!"
The next day the House speaker at the time, Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), realized the error of this strategy and announced she'd send her impeachment managers across the Capitol the following week, beginning a trial almost four weeks after the House's votes.
So much for any form of consistency more than four years later.
On Wednesday, House Republicans failed to march their articles of impeachment against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas to the Senate, as Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) had previously announced for his plan.
Instead, we live in a political world in which the most fervent opponents of Mayorkas -- who believe he should be convicted in a Senate trial and removed from office -- are the ones actually delaying the start of the trial.
Now, sometime next week, maybe Tuesday or Wednesday, the trial will finally begin, more than two full months after the House took the unusual step and voted to impeach a cabinet member for the first time since 1876.
In impeaching Mayorkas, Republicans have turned the most powerful constitutional duty that Congress has -- removing executive branch officials for "high crimes and misdemeanors" -- into a farcical journey of blunder and mismanagement.
Sen. Joe Manchin III (D-W.Va.), who spent the first three years of President Biden's tenure as a key swing vote who frustrated liberal activists, summed up the GOP mishandling of the entire saga in a floor speech Wednesday. Manchin pledged his full support to the Democratic plan to short circuit the trial quickly once Johnson finally sends the articles over and senators are sworn in as jurors.
"It is basically something that I can't wait to vote against and get it out as soon as it comes here," he said.
That vote was originally going to come Thursday afternoon, if the managers had delivered the articles Wednesday. Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) has laid out a plan to follow the more than century-old mandate for starting impeachment trials at 1 p.m. each day.
But Senate conservatives realized just how quickly defeat would come if they held a trial this week, and they used back channels to the House speaker to plead with him to delay the trial until next week.
In a stunning admission of how little traction their effort to oust Mayorkas had gained, these hard-line GOP senators explained that the Senate has become so duty-bound by their Thursday afternoon departure schedule that some Republicans might just leave town or agree to quickly dismiss the trial.
"We don't want this to come over on the eve of the moment when members might be operating under the influence of jet fuel intoxication," Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) said at a Tuesday news conference.
Why fail on a Thursday when you can instead drag out that failure four or five days later, for no apparent gain?
This bungled impeachment effort is only compounded by the fact that the underlying dispute -- the crisis at the border of migrants flowing into the country -- comes on the single best policy issue on the Republican side. Every poll shows critical independent voters, who will decide the November elections, giving Biden, Mayorkas and Democrats terrible grades for handling the border.
The House Republican effort to impeach Biden over financial impropriety by family members has crumbled amid witnesses getting indicted on a charge of trading secrets to Russia or going on the global lam to avoid charges here.
Instead, the Mayorkas impeachment took hold as the major oversight trophy the House GOP hoped to show for its incredibly weak hold on the majority the past 15 months.
Congressional Democrats, as well as quite a few Senate Republicans, have never agreed with the House GOP's thesis that Mayorkas violated the Immigration and Nationality Act, which mandates the detention of any deportable migrant. These critics and skeptics essentially see this as a policy dispute, given a cabinet secretary's broad discretion to enforce laws, and that the way to handle policy disputes is through elections.
Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah), who voted to impeach Donald Trump twice, told reporters Tuesday that the "standard has not been met for a conviction," and he could join Democrats in dismissing the case at the outset of the trial.
That argument rang true to three House Republicans, which is why the Mayorkas impeachment began in such farcical fashion.
On Feb. 6, Johnson and his leadership team rolled the dice to hold the vote to impeach anyway believing there were only 211 Democrats present to vote -- and that they would win 215-214, despite three defections from their side of the aisle.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) had been in touch with a hospitalized Democrat, Rep. Al Green (Texas), and got him to the floor in time to cast a vote that left the House deadlocked 215-215.
Rather than accept defeat, Johnson used a parliamentary tactic to hold a do-over the following week, calling House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-La.) back to Washington after he'd been at home recovering from a bone-marrow transplant.
One extra vote was all Republicans needed -- so long as they held the vote early on the evening of Feb. 13.
They feared that, about two hours after their narrowest-possible-margin impeachment of Mayorkas, Democrats would win a special election on Long Island and their margin would disappear. Indeed, Democrats won that race, and if the House had to hold another vote now on Mayorkas, and all members showed up and voted as they had before, the impeachment articles would fail on another tie vote.
Johnson immediately took the Pelosi approach to handling impeachment articles, but far outdoing the slow-moving Democrats from four years ago. House Republicans adjourned for a two-legislative break, then spent almost a month fighting over government funding.
When they finally approved the remaining funding bills, on March 22, the House again adjourned for another two-week break.
Finally, a timeline appeared for the Senate to consider the impeachment trial, mapped out between the offices of Johnson and Schumer.
Senate Republicans, who have been bitterly divided the past six months over issues related to the border and funding Ukraine's defense against Russia, came around on the idea that almost all of them would endorse the plan to force a full impeachment trial of the cabinet secretary.
Upon returning to the Capitol Monday, Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) told reporters he did not quite fully understand the House case against Mayorkas, doubting its validity, but would vote to hold a full trial.
Aside from Lee and a handful of his far-right allies, Senate Republicans give off the vibe that they want to get come credit for voting for a full trial from conservative activists.
At the same time, their statements give off a halfhearted nature that demonstrates, deep down, little desire to turn over the Senate floor to prominent MAGA lawmakers like Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.), two of the House managers who would try the case if it went to a full trial.
Each day so far this week, Republicans have lined up to give long speeches about impeachment and the border crisis.
Capito delivered one of them Wednesday afternoon, noting that never before had an impeachment trial been dismissed at the outset. She made no mention of her own vote in January 2021 to dismiss charges against Trump for the Capitol riot, nor did she mention her January 2020 statements demanding a speedy trial or no trial at all for the first Trump impeachment.
"This time," she said, "it should be no different."
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Trump's the likely GOP nominee. He can serve even if convicted of a crime.
In drafting the Constitution, the framers did not seriously consider that someone convicted of a felony would be a viable White House candidate, one expert said. 
By David Nakamura | 2024-04-11

Former president Donald Trump attends a hearing in his New York hush money case March 25. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Donald Trump is facing felony charges in four separate criminal indictments in three states and Washington, D.C., with a guilty verdict in any of the cases possibly meaning a prison sentence.
The circumstances have raised an often-asked question: Could Trump, or anyone else, be convicted of a felony and serve as commander in chief, possibly from prison?
The short answer, legal experts said, is yes -- because the U.S. Constitution does not forbid it.
"The Constitution has a limited set of requirements to be president. You have to be at least 35, a natural-born U.S. citizen and a resident here for at least 14 years," said UCLA professor Richard L. Hasen, an election law expert.
Hasen said the 14th Amendment, passed by Congress after the Civil War, bars anyone who participated in an insurrection from running for the presidency. But "that's not what Trump is on trial for in New York, and so there are no other restrictions," he said, referring to the former president's first criminal case, scheduled to begin with jury selection Monday.
Nor is Trump charged with insurrection in his other criminal cases.
The scenario might seem counterintuitive, given that numerous states prohibit felons from holding state or local office and even restrict their right to vote. As he has in so many respects, Trump is again testing political norms and demonstrating that just because the nation's democratic system might not have anticipated an unlikely outcome does not mean it can't happen.
Trump is charged in state court in New York with falsifying business records to conceal a hush money payment from voters in the 2016 election. He also faces charges in federal court in D.C. and state court in Georgia related to trying to overturn the results of the 2020 election. In Florida, he is under federal indictment for allegedly mishandling classified materials after leaving the White House and obstructing government efforts to retrieve them.
He has pleaded not guilty to all 88 counts that he faces.
In drafting the Constitution, the framers did not seriously consider that someone convicted of a significant crime would be a viable candidate for the White House, said Kimberly Wehle, a law professor at the University of Baltimore. Instead, she said, such a person presumably would be stunted in their political rise and unlikely to reach the highest levels of the American political system.
Applicants for many federal jobs, particularly in the intelligence and defense agencies, cannot pass background checks to gain high-level national security clearances if they have a criminal record. Why Congress, in passing the 14th Amendment, did not go further to ban all felons from the presidency is a question of political will, Wehle said.
"Why are we as a country so allergic to the idea of ensuring that people who reach that unparalleled position of power are subject to  the same considerations and requirements that many people under his chain of command, and who hold regular jobs, have to comply with?" Wehle said.
At least once, a candidate who made it onto the presidential ballot conducted his campaign from a prison cell. In 1920, Eugene V. Debs, leader of the Socialist Party of America, stood as his party's presidential nominee while serving a 10-year federal sentence for sedition over his vocal opposition to the involvement of the United States in World War I. Debs received roughly 900,000 votes, or about 3 percent of ballots cast that year.
Trump commands far greater public support: With the nominating conventions still months away, polls show him slightly leading President Biden in several swing states. Though some of the surveys indicate that his support could drop if he is convicted of a crime, Trump has consolidated backing within the Republican Party since the indictments began a little more than a year ago, vanquishing his rivals in the GOP primary contests.
A major challenge to his ability to run was rejected last month.
In December, the Colorado Supreme Court ruled that Trump could be kicked off the state's primary ballot under Section 3 of the 14th Amendment because of his alleged involvement in inciting the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.
But the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously reversed that decision in March, stating that only Congress can enforce the constitutional provision that bars insurrectionists from becoming federal officeholders and candidates.
Legal experts said it would take a broader constitutional amendment, with the backing of two-thirds of Congress, to enact a ban to keep felons from running for the White House -- a highly unlikely outcome given the nation's sharply polarized political climate.
A legal solution "is not the best path," said Chris Edelson, an assistant professor of government at American University. Rather, he said, Republican and Democratic leaders, along with the electorate, must reaffirm their commitment to democracy by rejecting candidates who have violated the law or been charged with crimes.
"In a healthy, functioning system there would have been a different nominee. Republicans would have said, 'Hey, this is too much,'" Edelson said of Trump.
In most states, felons lose their voting rights for at least a limited period. In Florida, Trump's state of residency, they must complete their sentences, including parole or probation, and pay fees and fines before regaining the right to cast a ballot.
That sets up the possibility that Trump, if convicted, could lose his right to vote while remaining on the presidential ballot.
Desmond Meade, executive director of the Florida Rights Restoration Coalition, said Florida's felon voting ban is far too restrictive. He said it was ironic that in a GOP presidential primary debate last summer, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis -- who has opposed efforts to ease voting restrictions for those found guilty of crimes -- indicated he would support Trump as the party nominee even if he were convicted. Five other then-candidates agreed.
"That was an amazing moment," Meade said, "because if you're willing to support someone running for president who has a felony conviction, there should be no reason you don't support someone who has a felony conviction from being able to vote for who they want as president."
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What to know after taking abortion pills
Information about medication abortions, including what to expect from the process, especially those living in states with abortion bans.
By Caroline Kitchener | 2024-04-11

A woman who underwent a medication abortion shows the items she received in the mail at her home in Houston. (Danielle Villasana/FTWP)


People seeking a medication abortion sometimes struggle to find accurate and unbiased information about what to expect from the process, especially those living in states with abortion bans.
Women interviewed by The Washington Post described frantically Googling for hours to find sources they could trust on the subject, struggling to reconcile stories describing the pills as highly dangerous or deadly -- false claims circulated by the antiabortion movement -- with others depicting the process as straightforward and easy to handle on your own.
The Post interviewed doctors and several leading researchers who study the safety of medication abortion, as well as over a dozen women who recently ended their pregnancies with pills. These takeaways are based on information from licensed medical providers, as well as the experiences of women who shared their stories.
Here's what to know about the experience of having a medication abortion:
***
Someone undergoing a medication abortion first takes a single pill of mifepristone, which blocks the hormone progesterone and stops the pregnancy from growing. About 24 hours later, they will take a four-pill dose of misoprostol to prompt contractions that push out the embryo or fetus. People further along in pregnancy sometimes need to take multiple doses of misoprostol.
Misoprostol can also be used on its own to terminate a pregnancy. That option, used widely around the world, is also highly effective but causes significantly more cramping and bleeding.
Abortion pills essentially prompt the body to have a miscarriage, a process that women often experience naturally at home on their own. The two-step regimen of mifepristone and misoprostol was approved over two decades ago by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, which now endorses providers' prescribing the pills through 10 weeks of pregnancy. Leading medical associations, including the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, agree that the medications are safe, even when taken without first having an ultrasound or meeting with a doctor in person. Serious adverse events -- prompting a blood transfusion, major surgery or an overnight hospital stay -- occur in fewer than 0.5 percent of cases.
Studies show it's also safe to have a "self-managed" abortion, or end a pregnancy yourself, using pills obtained outside a formal medical setting.
"The published research we have about self-managed abortion shows both effectiveness and safety outcomes are pretty similar to what we see in the clinical trials," said Daniel Grossman, an OB/GYN and professor at the University of California at San Francisco.
Some people who take abortion pills experience little more than the bleeding and sharp cramping of an unusually heavy period. For others, the pain can be intense, with the level varying based on pain tolerance and overall comfort with the situation, doctors said, as well as how far into pregnancy the patient is when they take the pills.
People taking abortion pills also often experience chills, fever, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and dizziness -- symptoms that usually occur an hour or more after the patient takes the misoprostol. Most women interviewed sat on the toilet during much of the process, experiencing the sensation of needing to push something out of their body.
The size of the blood clots and pieces of tissue that pass during a medication abortion also varies significantly depending on how far a patient is into their pregnancy. By 11 or 12 weeks, the patient is more likely to pass a recognizable fetus, which at that point would be about the size of a lime.
Some pregnancy tissue and blood clots will occasionally remain in the uterus for days or sometimes weeks after a medication abortion, which can cause residual bleeding. This is typically not indicative of a problem, doctors said -- most of the time, the body will expel the remaining tissue on its own. Some patients choose to take another dose of misoprostol, while others seek in-person medical care for a procedure to complete the abortion.
A medication abortion will fail to terminate a pregnancy in approximately 3 to 5 percent of cases when taken within the first 10 weeks of pregnancy.

Surgical tech Glenda Lima prepares for a patient's ultrasound at Houston Women's Reproductive Services in Texas. (Danielle Villasana/FTWP)


Complications are rare but they do happen. Doctors often encourage patients to seek medical care if:
Many patients in states with abortion bans are scared to go to the hospital after they take abortion pills. Nisha Verma, an OB/GYN in Georgia, says that when speaking with people self-managing their abortions, she makes sure they know that the symptoms for a miscarriage and a medication abortion are indistinguishable.
"It's important for people to know there's no way for a doctor to know they self-managed," Verma said. The one exception is when people take the pills vaginally, she added. In those cases, there may be residue from the pills left behind in the vagina.
There have been no major U.S.-based studies on the experience of self-managing an abortion with pills beyond 11 weeks of pregnancy. International research suggests that the process is still safe, said Grossman, but more often requires additional medical care. One study conducted with patients in Argentina, Nigeria and Southeast Asia between nine and 16 weeks of pregnancy found that 24 percent went to a medical facility during or after the experience of taking the pills at home. Fewer than 10 percent required medical intervention to complete the abortion or treat a complication.
The process can be physically and emotionally difficult. People who self-manage their abortions with pills beyond 12 or 13 weeks of pregnancy typically experience more-intense cramps, followed by a gush of fluid, which is their water breaking. At 12 to 14 weeks, the fetus is 2 to 3.5 inches long and has identifiable features. After 15 weeks of pregnancy, the patient can sometimes struggle to pass the placenta.
Abortion bans explicitly do not allow people seeking abortions to face criminal penalties. Instead, the laws target doctors and others involved in facilitating an abortion. In many states, the penalty for violating the abortion ban is at least several years in prison.
Prosecutors have used laws other than abortion bans to charge women who have self-managed their abortions. These situations often involve abortions induced later in pregnancy, or cases in which the woman tries to dispose of the fetus.
The World Health Organization says the pills are safe to take through 12 weeks of pregnancy, several weeks beyond the FDA limit, and published research demonstrates that the process is generally safe even after that point. Because the FDA controls only the labels on the medication, and can't dictate how a physician chooses to practice, some licensed providers in the United States prescribe the pill beyond 10 weeks of pregnancy.
Restrictions on abortion pills vary across the country. Some states where abortion is legal have their own laws about how mifepristone can be used -- mandating that the pills cannot be prescribed by anyone other than a licensed physician, or that they need to be taken under medical supervision.
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House Republicans revolt against spy agency bill, signaling trouble for Johnson
Nineteen far-right members opposed a procedural hurdle known as a rule Wednesday, preventing FISA and three other proposals from being debated and ultimately voted on this week.
By Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-04-11

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) during a news conference Wednesday after the House Republican conference meeting. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


A small faction of House Republicans is once again blocking key legislation and posing a critical test of Speaker Mike Johnson's ability to hold on to his gavel.
And their actions threw the House once more into chaos, as Republicans sniped among themselves  and some far-right members threatened to let funding for the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act -- a post-9/11 measure that strengthened the surveillance powers of U.S. intelligence services -- expire on April 19.
Nineteen far-right members on Wednesday opposed a procedural hurdle known as a rule, preventing FISA and three other proposals from being debated and ultimately voted on this week.
Hard-liners had telegraphed that they would sink the procedural vote if the House Rules Committee did not include a change to the legislation to reshape how those services surveil malicious foreign actors, by ensuring that they don't spy on U.S. citizens swept up in the communications-gathering without a warrant.
And they may have been emboldened by a Wednesday morning social media post from former president Donald Trump decrying the FISA law.
"KILL FISA, IT WAS ILLEGALLY USED AGAINST ME, AND MANY OTHERS. THEY SPIED ON MY CAMPAIGN!!!" he wrote on Truth Social.
Trump supporters falsely claim that without reforms, the "weaponized" Justice Department under President Biden will continue to target Trump and other conservatives. Spy agencies, however, do not have authority to surveil U.S. citizens under FISA.
Asked whether Trump's influence is hurting the reauthorization process, Johnson (R-La.) told reporters, "I'll just say that it's never helpful for the majority party to take down its own rules."
The FISA vote marks the seventh time this year that Republicans have sunk rules before legislation can get to the floor. The tactic is now common after the majority passed procedural hurdles without backlash for two decades, raising questions about the House GOP's ability to govern and Johnson's control over his rank-and-file members. Historically, the majority has supported passing rules to allow floor debate, even if they oppose a bill on final passage. The problem has led to Johnson forcing substantive legislation onto the "suspension calendar," where he relies on a two-thirds majority, including Democrats, to pass it.
Figuring out how to reauthorize FISA as privacy and national security hawks war within the House GOP conference poses more tricky math for Johnson. Yet his speakership is on the line as Rep. Marjorie Taylor-Greene (R-Ga.) and other far-right members of the House Freedom Caucus weigh whether it's worth ousting him based on how he navigates legislation that would reauthorize FISA and send additional funding to foreign allies like Ukraine and Israel.
Republicans left their second party meeting about FISA on Wednesday without agreeing on a path forward. The one-hour gathering was described by lawmakers as "tense," "a venting session," and "a s---show." Several Republicans lambasted colleagues for opposing the rule, which has now frozen any legislative action this week.
Rep. Tom McClintock (R-Calif.) was the sharpest critic, asking leadership to reimpose norms that would lead to punishment against more than two dozen Republicans who vote against such procedural motions essential to governing the House.
"You reestablish the principle and then levy sanctions against those who would violate that principle," McClintock told reporters afterward. "That could affect committee assignments, that could affect their membership in the Republican conference."
According to multiple people in the room, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to detail a private meeting, Johnson was forceful in his reminder that sinking the rule doesn't mean FISA won't ultimately get renewed. But the fight is also delaying a key vote on Ukraine funding slated to take place next week.
Johnson had planned for the reauthorization -- which currently does not include the warrant provision sought by hard-liners and proposed by Rep. Warren Davidson (R-Ohio) -- to go through the Rules Committee this week and allow votes on several bills that could amend it before final passage. But the Rules Committee on Wednesday did not adopt Davidson's proposal, with leadership promising a stand-alone vote on it at a later date.
Both FISA and Ukraine have fiercely divided Republicans, who have has been unable to find consensus as the far-right pushes for ideological purity for bills that must also be approved by a Democratic Senate and White House.
"He is the leader of the opposition party against the Biden administration, and we expect him to lead that way, not to pass the Biden administration's agenda," Greene said after meeting with Johnson earlier Wednesday. Greene -- who supported the rule but intends to vote against final passage -- is threatening to move on a motion to oust the speaker if he puts legislation to fund Ukraine on the floor or does not include a warrant provision in the final FISA legislation.
In the meeting, she pushed the speaker to stop consideration of the current FISA bill, a warning he did not heed.
"If he funds the deep state and the warrantless spying on Americans, he's telling Republican voters all over the country that the continued behavior will happen more, spying on President Trump, and spying on hundreds of thousands of Americans," she said. "This is not going to be tolerated by Republicans."
Those on the far right have been upset that Johnson, a self-declared MAGA Republican, has flipped on policy issues he previously voted against.
Johnson told reporters that he did back warrant reform as a member of the Judiciary Committee after seeing "the terrible abuses" of the FBI on the matter. But as speaker, he now receives the highest levels of intelligence and has come to "understand the necessity of Section 702 of FISA and how important it is for national security.
"It gave me a different perspective," he said. "That's part of the process, you have to be fully informed."
The divisions over the FISA reauthorization stem from a debate over whether to amend Section 702 of the legislation. The post-9/11 provision gave U.S. spy agencies the ability to surveil only noncitizens abroad who are suspected of threatening national security. At issue is whether spy agencies can analyze communications by Americans who may have interacted with the foreign threat, which privacy advocates on the far-right and left say is unconstitutional.
Many Republicans are looking to reform FISA, acknowledging that spy agencies have at times misused their authority. But far-right members appear to have misconstrued the agency's powers, often speaking in platitudes and falsely charging that U.S. agencies are purposely spying on Americans. National security hawks have called out their colleagues for not understanding how Section 702 works, and claim that requiring such warrants would severely affect agencies' ability to thwart potential terrorist activity.
The two factions have been sparring for months on the issue, leading House GOP leadership to twice delay consideration of measures and pass extensions preventing the reauthorization from lapsing.
Without a solution, House Republicans expressed annoyance that they will ultimately have to pass another FISA extension without changes or take up any bipartisan bill sent out by the Senate. Those furthest to the right favor allowing FISA to lapse instead of supporting any measure that does not include their demands.
"Anybody who supports shutting down FISA and making us blind to terrorist threats will equally own future calamities that are certain to come if we let our guard down," Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) wrote in a statement following the House's failed vote.
Mariana Alfaro and Paul Kane contributed to this report.
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Arizona abortion ruling shows pitfalls of Trump's states' rights strategy
The Arizona Supreme Court ruled in favor of invoking an 1864 law that forbids abortions except to save a mother's life and punishes providers with prison time.
By Marianne LeVine, Maegan Vazquez | 2024-04-10

Former president Donald Trump on April 10 suggested that abortion laws in Arizona and Florida would change following an Arizona Supreme Court ruling.


Two days after he said states should make their own decisions about regulating abortion, former president Donald Trump criticized Arizona for reinstating an abortion law he said goes too far.
"That will be straightened out," Trump said when asked by a reporter Wednesday about the Arizona Supreme Court's decision to reinstate a near-total ban on abortion in the state.
Trump's statement shows abortion will continue to pose political challenges for Republicans -- even if they continue to take a states' rights stance on the issue. Trump has proudly taken credit for the end of the federal protection of the right to an abortion, including on Wednesday when he described the decision to overturn Roe v. Wade as "an incredible achievement." (Trump appointed three Supreme Court justices who helped write the landmark ruling.) Yet he has also downplayed the consequences of that ruling, specifically in states such as Arizona, where he suggested the Democratic governor and others would address the state high court's decision.
"Florida is probably going to change, Arizona is going to definitely change, everyone wants that to happen," Trump said. "It was all about bringing it back to the states."
In saying that abortion should be left up to the states in a video message Monday, and emphasizing his support for exceptions for rape, incest and the life of the mother, Trump sought to take abortion as an electoral issue off the table for Democrats. Yet, Democrats have taken Trump's comments as an endorsement of state abortion bans and point to Arizona as the latest example. Close Trump advisers warned him for months that taking a states' rights position would force him to comment on each state's abortion policies, The Post reported Tuesday. Trump pushed ahead anyway, judging that the benefit of leaving it up to the states outweighed the risk of backing a national ban that could further associate him with an issue that's been politically damaging for Republicans.
Trump said Wednesday that he would not sign a national abortion ban. He has previously dodged questions about federal legislation and suggested he was considering a 15-week limit that some antiabortion activists have pushed for. Democrats, meanwhile, emphasized that Trump has not ruled out a federal ban.
Republicans have already faced electoral consequences following the end of Roe. Abortion rights advocates have won seven state ballot initiatives since the Supreme Court decision. And a recent Marquette Law School national poll found that 70 percent of registered voters said that abortion should be legal in "all" or "most" cases.
"Donald Trump owns the suffering and chaos happening right now, including in Arizona, because he proudly overturned Roe," Biden campaign spokesperson Michael Tyler said in a statement.
Trump's stance on abortion also continued to reveal the divisions within the GOP about how to handle the political aftermath of the end of Roe, an outcome conservatives pursued for nearly half a century. Some congressional Republicans have backed away from advocating for a federal ban on abortion, even if they previously supported one. Antiabortion advocates and groups like Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America, meanwhile, have criticized Trump for ceding the issue to states.
Rep. Nick LaLota, a Republican from a New York swing district, said Wednesday that he believes "everybody gets to make their own decision" on where they stand on abortion and that his views on the issue are becoming more common in the Republican Party.
"My position has been quite clear for a good couple of years, if not more now: We should be a party who is for exceptions," LaLota said. "My position is much like 80 percent of voters who think there should be exceptions for rape, incest, life for the mother, and in the first trimester exemption. I think that is a common-sense approach that more and more Republicans are taking."
The lack of a unified Republican message on the issue has been welcomed by Democrats.
"Republicans are all over the map in what they are saying because they realize their message is deeply unpopular," Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minn.), previously an executive at Planned Parenthood, said in an interview. "The Republicans' argument to leave it up to the states is completely ineffective because women can see that states are going to take away their rights. It will not work for them."
Arizona Republican Senate candidate Kari Lake said Tuesday's state court ruling was "out of step with Arizonans," although she had previously celebrated the end of Roe and expressed support for the 1864 territorial-era law restricting abortion in the state. Two Arizona House Republicans representing districts Biden won in 2020, Reps. David Schweikert and Juan Ciscomani, each said they opposed Tuesday's court ruling, despite having supported abortion restrictions in the past. In the state legislature on Wednesday, Republican lawmakers halted Democrats' attempts to push through legislation that would repeal the ban.
Some conservative commentators and antiabortion activists also expressed anger at Republican politicians, including Lake and Trump, over their opposition to Arizona's near-total ban.
Steve Deace, an Iowa-based conservative talk show host, wrote on X on Tuesday that he was "extremely disappointed" by Lake's opposition to the ruling. "In 2022, I thought Kari Lake was one of the best candidates I've ever seen, and said so. Now she is almost completely unrecognizable from the candidate she was then, just two years later," he wrote. "Not sure if that means I'm still dangerously naive or still laudably hoping for the best in people. Whichever it is, I'm tired of it."
Republicans like Trump and Lake "are now telling us they explicitly want to let more people in Arizona kill their children," Deace argued Wednesday, asserting that Roe "allowed Republicans by and large to lie" about their stance on abortion for decades."This was never a pro-life party. It was just a party inhabited by pro-lifers that it was condescending to for votes."
After Trump said abortion restrictions should be left to states, founder and president of the antiabortion organization Live Action, Lila Rose, said in a statement Monday that "Trump is not a pro-life candidate."
"He's far less pro-abortion than Biden, but he supports killing some preborn children and will even make that his position in an attempt to get pro-abortion votes," said Rose, who has previously criticized Trump.
As president, Trump backed a 20-week abortion ban, but on Wednesday said: "It was always about states' rights, and we brought it there and everybody's very happy. With the exception of a few people, individual people that have the wrong agenda, people are very happy with my statement on abortion."
Hannah Knowles, Emily Guskin, Scott Clement and Mariana Alfaro contributed to this report.
.
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Trump fails to delay N.Y. criminal trial for a third time this week
Donald Trump's attorneys failed again to persuade an appeals court judge to delay the former president's New York criminal trial, scheduled to begin next week 
By Shayna Jacobs | 2024-04-11

Donald Trump visits a fast-food restaurant Wednesday in Atlanta. (Jason Allen/AP)


NEW YORK -- Donald Trump's attorneys failed to persuade an appeals court judge on Wednesday to delay the former president's New York criminal trial, scheduled to begin next week, by saying the presiding judge was not qualified to oversee the proceedings.
The appeals court judge, Ellen Gesmer, denied Trump's request shortly after it was argued at an emergency session.
It was the Trump attorneys' third attempt this week to delay his trial on charges of falsifying business documents to help cover up an affair that allegedly happened a decade before the 2016 election. Trump, the first former president to face criminal prosecution, has been indicted on various charges in three other jurisdictions and has pleaded not guilty to all counts.
Trump lawyer Emil Bove argued in the proceeding before Gesmer that New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan should have recused himself. Merchan denied a motion for his recusal in August after seeking the opinion of an advisory committee that guided his decision.
Last week, Trump's defense filed another motion to Merchan arguing for recusal and citing what Bove called "several new developments" that require Merchan to exit the case.
Merchan has not issued a ruling on that recusal bid.
Prosecutors and an attorney from the courts for Merchan said a delay in the trial was unwarranted.
"Their recusal arguments are completely meritless," said Steven Wu, an attorney for the district attorney's office. "The judge rejected them last year and he was right to do so."
Merchan last year declined to step down from the criminal case after Trump's attorneys filed a complaint about the judge's daughter's profession as a political consultant and the judge's small contributions to Joe Biden's 2020 presidential campaign and a progressive group.
Merchan's daughter is a part owner of a political consulting and marketing company that has worked on campaign materials for the Biden-Harris campaign, Rep. Adam Schiff (Calif.) and other prominent Democrats.
Trump's attorneys' recently filed recusal motion cited social media clippings that they argued were proof that Merchan's daughter's professional success depended at least in part on how Trump does in court. For that reason, they said, Merchan must recuse himself in the interest of fairness.
"There is no proof, there's no evidence of [those allegations], and Judge Merchan has gotten an ethics opinion [that said] he can proceed with the trial," said Lisa Evans, a courts lawyer speaking on the judge's behalf at the appeals court.
Judges in New York state are supposed to bow out of situations in which there may be an appearance of favoritism.
Gesmer also declined to grant a trial delay based on Trump's inability to raise presidential-immunity-related objections at the trial or because Merchan is not permitting Trump's legal team to file motions as quickly as it wishes to, which it believes will continue once the trial begins.
Jury selection in Trump's Manhattan criminal trial is scheduled to start Monday, marking the first such trial of a former U.S. president. He is the presumptive Republican nominee in the November election.
On Tuesday, a different New York appeals court judge denied Trump's request to delay the trial because a gag order imposed on him by Merchan remained in effect.
Yet another appeals court judge on Monday rejected Trump's attempt to delay the trial while he pursued an appeal to determine whether a change of venue is necessary, citing Manhattan's liberal leanings.
Trump faces 34 counts of falsifying business records in connection with a $130,000 payment to adult-film actress Stormy Daniels, whose real name is Stephanie Clifford, made shortly before the 2016 election. Prosecutors have said the payment was intended to keep her quiet about a sexual encounter she says she had with Trump years earlier.
Prosecutors said Trump's reimbursements to then-attorney Michael Cohen, who made the payment to Daniels, were illegally documented as legal fees despite being carried out to support Trump's campaign. Trump has pleaded not guilty.
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Biden hosts Japanese prime minister, holds news conference
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Aaron Blake, Emily Heil, Ben Brasch, Philip Bump, Meryl Kornfield, Marianne LeVine, Dan Balz, Hannah Knowles, Shayna Jacobs, Teddy Amenabar, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Anumita Kaur, Niha Masih, Devlin Barrett | 2024-04-10
President Biden is hosting Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at the White House on Wednesday, a visit that included a joint news conference in the Rose Garden. A state dinner is also planned. Former president Donald Trump is attending a fundraiser in Georgia.
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'Catastrophic,' 'a shock': Arizona's abortion ruling threatens to upend 2024 races
Arizona Supreme Court rules that a near-total ban from 1864 can go into effect in a battleground state that could play an outsize role in the presidential election and help determine which party controls the U.S. Senate next year.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro | 2024-04-10

Republican Kari Lake, an ally of former president Donald Trump who is running for U.S. Senate, was among the Arizona politicians Tuesday who said they disagreed with the state Supreme Court's ruling on abortion. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


A near-total abortion ban slated to go into effect in the coming weeks in Arizona is expected to have a sizable impact on the politics of the battleground state, testing the limits of Republican support for abortion restrictions and putting the issue front and center in November's election.
In reviving the abortion ban, the state's conservative supreme court on Tuesday invoked an 1864 law that forbids the procedure except to save a mother's life and punishes providers with prison time. The decision supersedes Arizona's previous rule, which permitted abortions up to 15 weeks of pregnancy.
Arizonans are poised to consider the issue in November, now that the groups working to amend the state's constitution to enshrine abortion rights -- including the ACLU of Arizona and Planned Parenthood Advocates of Arizona -- say they have acquired enough signatures for a ballot measure, according to the Arizona Republic.
Republicans in the state are asking Gov. Katie Hobbs (D) and the GOP-led legislature to come up with a solution. But GOP legislators have thwarted attempts led by Democrats to repeal the 1864 law.
The developments in Arizona are part of a wave of state actions  reckoning with the future of access to reproductive care after the U.S. Supreme Court, with a conservative majority installed during Donald Trump's presidency, overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022. While several states enacted abortion restrictions in the wake of Roe's overturning, protecting access to reproductive care has broadly been a winning issue for Democratic candidates and for ballot measures that protect abortion access in the elections since then.
As a battleground state, a lot is on the line in Arizona. President Biden is running for reelection after winning the state in 2020 by fewer than 11,000 votes, and a Senate race in the state could prove crucial in determining which party controls the body next year. The balance of the statehouse is at stake this election cycle, too, with Republicans holding a one-vote majority in each chamber.
Polls show that abortion is a motivating issue for Arizona voters.

An Arizona Supreme Court ruling on April 9 invoked an 1864 law that forbids abortion except to save the mother's life.


An October New York Times-Siena College poll found that 59 percent of Arizona registered voters said abortion should be mostly or always legal; 34 percent said it should be mostly or always illegal. In a March Fox News poll, 39 percent of Arizona voters said abortion would be extremely important in deciding their vote for president, and 32 percent said it would be very important. Those who supported Biden in 2020 were nearly twice as likely to say the issue would be extremely important in their vote, 51 percent to 27 percent.
After Arizona's abortion decision, Republicans who previously were vocal advocates of restricting abortion found themselves in an unfamiliar position: condemning a change that will restrict reproductive care.
Trump, who has taken credit for the overturning of Roe, said earlier this week that abortion issues should be left to states. But on Wednesday, he told reporters that the Arizona court went too far by ruling in favor of a near-total ban and later said he would not sign a federal bill banning the procedure.
Despite having supported abortion restrictions in the past, two Arizona House Republicans representing districts that Biden won, Reps. David Schweikert and Juan Ciscomani, said they opposed Tuesday's ruling. And Kari Lake -- a staunch Trump ally running in one of the most closely watched Senate races this cycle -- called the ruling "out of step with Arizonans."
Lake had previously celebrated the overturning of Roe and once expressed support for the 1864 bill. But on Tuesday, she called on the state legislature and Hobbs, to whom she lost the gubernatorial race last year, to "come up with an immediate common sense solution that Arizonans can support."
At a GOP gubernatorial debate in 2022, Lake said she approved of the territorial-era law banning all abortions.
"My personal belief is that all life matters. All life counts, and all life is precious, and I don't believe in abortion," she said then. "I think the older law is going to take and is going to go into effect. That's what I believe will happen."
Since announcing her run for Senate, Lake has moderated her public statements on abortion, telling NBC News in March that she supports access to abortion up to 15 to 24 weeks and said Arizona's previous standard of 15 weeks was a "good law."
Despite disagreeing with the court ruling Tuesday, Lake said in her statement that the issue of abortion should be decided on a state level, not federally -- echoing Trump's position.
In the state legislature on Wednesday, Republicans halted Democrats' attempts to push through legislation that would repeal the ban. House Democrats -- joined by one Republican -- called for striking down the ban and motioned for a vote on a repeal bill. But Republican leadership put the chamber in recess before a vote could be held. Democrats chanted "Shame!" and "Save women's lives" as Republicans left the chamber. House Speaker Ben Toma (R) recently told Axios he does not support a repeal and would not permit a vote on it.
The Arizona Senate did not approve any abortion-related bills on Wednesday before adjourning until next week.
Toma said in a joint statement with Arizona Senate President Warren Petersen (R) on Tuesday that the court ruling "was not a policy statement" and that they would "be closely reviewing the court's ruling, talking to our members and listening to our constituents to determine the best course of action for the legislature."
Stan Barnes, a Republican consultant who previously served in Arizona's legislature, said the ruling was "a shock to the Republican body politic in Arizona" that will have "a tremendous impact on the 2024 election outcome."
"I'm trying to think of when there was a more stunning political phenomenon injected into an election cycle, and I can't think of one. It's just a powerful change in the political landscape leading up to the 2024 general election," added Barnes, who runs Copper State Consulting Group.
Max Fose, an Arizona Republican operative who formerly worked for then-Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), said Tuesday's ruling will "definitely give Biden a leg up going into the election." Fose said the court basically "pushed Arizona back to the Civil War days" -- something he predicted the state's voters would reject.
"If we look at it, it's like 9 percent of the electorate is Republican swing voters. That represents 234,000 people," he said. "They just slummed those people over to Biden's corner."
The high political stakes are not lost on Democrats.
Tony Cani, a Democratic strategist who was deputy director for Biden's 2020 campaign in Arizona, said the ruling "is going to be catastrophic for" Republicans in his state.
"This is earth-shattering," said Cani, who founded Slingshot Campaigns. "This is going to create an overwhelming wave of voters who otherwise might not have been enthusiastic about this election, or otherwise might not have voted at all, to go in and vote literally for their lives and for their rights."
Democrats have criticized GOP candidates for months over their stance on abortion, and Tuesday's ruling appears to have given them more ammunition.
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee spokeswoman Maeve Coyle highlighted Lake's previous support of the 1864 law, saying that "Arizonans must reject this abortion ban and reject Kari Lake at the ballot box" to restore "their rights and freedoms."
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee said in a memo on Friday that abortion-related ballot initiatives expected to appear in several states on Election Day will play to their party's advantage. Eighteen House districts the DCCC has identified as battlegrounds are in states -- Arizona, among them -- that will have or are likely to have an abortion initiative on the ballot in November.
Biden's reelection campaign put the blame for the Arizona ruling squarely on Trump.
"What's happening in Arizona is only possible because Donald Trump overturned Roe v. Wade," Jen Cox, a Biden campaign senior adviser in Arizona, said in a statement. "No one should discount the impact this has on women across our state and -- as we saw in 2022 -- Democrats, Independents, and Republicans are going to hold Trump accountable."
Later this week, Vice President Harris is scheduled to visit Tucson to discuss reproductive freedoms, according to the White House. The visit was in the works before Tuesday's ruling.
The ruling could also have consequences at the ballot box for two of the justices who voted for the ban. They face a retention election in November. Under Arizona law, the seven Supreme Court justices are appointed by the governor but appear on the ballot two years after their initial appointment and every six years thereafter.
Democratic strategist Stacy Pearson said it became clear to many women in Arizona that the state's supreme court would try to overturn abortion access after then-Gov. Doug Ducey (R) expanded the court in 2016 and appointed conservative justices, and the Republican-led legislature failed to repeal the 1864 ban.
Now, she said, Republicans have begun to "realize that their plan was mistimed." As a result, she argues, Democrats have an opportunity to capture that key U.S. Senate seat and control of Arizona's legislature by continuing to run on their messaging about protecting access to abortion.
"This is one of those issues that Democrats have just gotten right from the jump. It isn't hard to convince voters where the Democrats stand on autonomy," she said. "This could very well tip the control of the Arizona state legislature and have a Democratic-controlled chamber for the first time in my adult [life]."
The decision to add the measure protecting abortion access to the ballot, she noted, also is likely to end up before the Arizona Supreme Court.
Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah and Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Trump's telling comment on punishing doctors who provide abortions
The Republican Party needs leadership on abortion. Trump is so frightened of it that he's liable to just create more problems.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-04-10

President Trump on April 10 left open the possibility of punishing doctors for performing abortions, saying states should decide the issue.


Back in 2022, when it looked as if the Supreme Court would soon overturn Roe v. Wade, Senate Republicans' campaign arm sent out a memo encouraging GOP candidates to get their messaging right.
"Republicans DO NOT want to throw doctors and women in jail," the memo maintained. It cast the statement as a rebuttal to Democrats' "lies" about the GOP's abortion positions.
Donald Trump did not get the memo.
The former president on Wednesday responded to the Arizona Supreme Court's reviving a harsh 1864 abortion ban -- which indeed threatens abortion providers with two to five years in prison -- by punting on this basic issue.
Asked whether doctors who provide abortions should be punished, Trump allowed that certain states could do that.
"I'd let that be to the states," Trump said. "You know, everything we're doing now is states and states' rights. And what we wanted to do is get it back to the states, because for 53 years it's been a fight. And now the states are handling it. And some have handled it very well, and the others will end up handling it very well.
"And those are the things that states are going to make a determination about," he said.
The answer was in keeping with Trump's effort to beg off questions about specific abortion policies. Earlier in the week, on Monday, Trump transparently sought to label the issue as one of states' rights, so he doesn't have to take a position on particular numbers of weeks or other dicey subjects such as punishing doctors. It's one thing to say states should handle policy; it's another to provide basically no judgment on what is acceptable policy.
The foolhardiness of that approach quickly came into focus when, on Tuesday, Arizona's Supreme Court revived the 1864 law.
The fact is that leaving this to the states -- some very red -- is likely to lead, and has led, to policies that the national Republican Party would rather not account for. Despite the GOP's 2022 memo, some red states also have laws on the books making it a crime punishable by years in prison to provide an abortion. The vast majority of the Senate GOP conference sponsored a law that imposes prison sentences of up to five years.
It's important to note that Trump wasn't specifically asked Wednesday about putting doctors in prison, as Arizona's law threatens; the question was about punishment more broadly. But the context of the question was pretty clear, given that this is one of the law's most controversial aspects.
Trump could easily have said that two to five years in prison is too much. But he instead sought to say broadly that Arizona had gone too far -- on what, it's not clear -- and leave it at that.
Trump's answer is also particularly puzzling when you consider that he's stumbled over much the same issue before.
Back in 2016, Trump was asked by MSNBC's Chris Matthews whether women who obtain abortions should be punished, and Trump said yes:
About 8 in 10 Americans oppose punishing women for abortions. Even major antiabortion groups didn't support that idea at the time. Trump reversed himself on it within a matter of hours.
But that answer was instructive. Trump has always been much more comfortable speaking in broad strokes about overturning Roe. When it comes to specifics and what's politically acceptable -- three-quarters of Americans have opposed making providing an abortion a felony -- he's out of his depth. His positions have changed significantly even since he switched from "very pro-choice" to antiabortion as he launched his political career, and even during the 2024 campaign. He called six-week abortion bans "terrible" seven months ago; now he won't even say that.
The problem for the GOP right now is that this is such a divisive issue that it is crying out for leadership and a path forward -- a set of principles that can steer them in a fraught time in which the American people don't like what Republicans have done with their newfound ability to restrict abortion rights.
But in Trump, they have someone almost uniquely afraid and unwilling to guide them. And Wednesday was just the first taste of how that could go wrong.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/04/10/trumps-telling-comment-punishing-doctors-who-provide-abortions/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cornel West announces BLM activist, professor Melina Abdullah as VP pick
Independent presidential candidate Cornel West announced Melina Abdullah, a professor and co-founder of Black Lives Matter Los Angeles, as his vice-presidential running mate.
By Meryl Kornfield | 2024-04-10

Melina Abdullah, co-founder of Black Lives Matter Los Angeles, smiles as people gather at a protest in the city in November 2020. (Damian Dovarganes/AP)


Independent presidential candidate Cornel West on Wednesday announced his running mate, Melina Abdullah, a Pan-African studies professor and co-founder of Black Lives Matter Los Angeles, as he seeks to gain ballot access in more states ahead of the November general election.
West, 70, and Abdullah, 51, appeared together on "The Tavis Smiley Show," a Black radio talk show, previewing their long-shot ticket as a more liberal alternative to the other third-party ticket options.
"She's one of the great freedom fighters of a generation, one of the great love warriors of a generation," West told Smiley. "She's a lover of people."
West, a prominent activist and author, initially launched his campaign last June, seeking the Green Party's nomination, before he opted to become an independent candidate.
His announcement comes as he aims to qualify for the ballot in 26 states and D.C., which require an independent presidential candidate petitioning for ballot access to submit the name of their running mate, according to Ballot Access News.
West's campaign says he has met requirements to be on the ballot in Alaska, Oregon, South Carolina and Utah, though those states' election officials have not yet confirmed that.
West, who has refused PAC support and corporate donations, has struggled with raising money. His campaign spent more than it raised in February, according to federal campaign finance reports, with $26,048 cash on hand and $12,938 in debt. The U.S. Office of Government Ethics also refused to sign off on West's financial disclosure, a requirement West would need to meet to hold office.
Meanwhile, the Democratic Party has criticized West's candidacy and other third-party candidates who could play the spoiler for President Biden's campaign in key swing states.
"Despite Cornel West announcing a running mate, our view remains the same: only two candidates have a path to 270 electoral votes, President Biden and Donald Trump," Democratic National Committee spokesman Matt Corridoni said in a statement ahead of the announcement. "The stakes are high and we know this is going to be a close election -- that's why a vote for any third party candidate is a vote for Donald Trump."
Abdullah, who is Black and Muslim, previously supported West's 2024 bid and said Wednesday that she did not expect to be offered the vice president slot last week. Neither candidate has previously held elected office.
"I've been following him and had been really enthusiastic about his candidacy and just was excited to be able to share space with him, to be inspired by him, to sit in his wisdom, and was not expecting the phone call that I got last week at all," Abdullah said.
In several national polls, West has garnered about 1 or 2 percent of voters, around the same as third-party candidate Jill Stein of the Green Party. One percent of voters said they would choose West, compared with 11 percent for independent Robert F. Kennedy Jr., 41 percent for Republican candidate Trump and 43 percent for Democratic candidate Biden, according to an NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist poll conducted March 25 to 28.
The announcement comes about two weeks after Kennedy named his running mate, tech lawyer and megadonor Nicole Shanahan. After Shanahan's announcement, the Kennedy campaign said it had launched new efforts to get on more states' ballots after fulfilling the requirement to name a running mate.
Both Shanahan and Abdullah, women of color in California, have previously supported Democratic candidates before their independent runs.
But Abdullah has donated far smaller amounts of money than Shanahan, who has given tens of thousands of dollars to Democratic candidates. Abdullah previously gave $360 in 2008 to support then-Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama; $300 in 2012 to Rep. Karen Bass (D-Calif.); and $300 in 2019 to presidential candidate Julian Castro's super PAC, according to federal campaign finance filings.
Abdullah, a professor in the department of Pan-African studies at California State University at Los Angeles for more than 20 years, was among the original group of organizers who convened to form Black Lives Matter and has led the Los Angeles chapter. Abdullah previously clashed with the group's national leadership, suing them over funds she believed should have gone to local chapters. The judge dismissed the case.
Her activism has become a target of threats, including several swatting attempts at her home. She sued the Los Angeles Police Department after she said police forced her at gunpoint to step out of her home while her children hid inside, roughly three months after George Floyd was murdered by police in Minneapolis. She is also suing the university after she was forcibly removed by police from a mayoral debate on campus.
West has also repeatedly criticized Biden's handling of the Israel-Gaza war, calling on the administration to redirect spending on military aid for Israel toward helping Americans in poverty. Abdullah has previously said Black people in America support Palestinians.
"We understand that the liberation of Black people in the United States is tied to the liberation of Black people all over the world, and tied to the liberation of oppressed people all over the world," Abdullah told The Washington Post in 2021. "Being in solidarity with the Palestinian people is something that's been part of our work as Black Lives Matter for almost as long as we've been an organization."
Earlier this year, Abdullah faced some criticism over her social media posts on X, formerly Twitter, writing on the day of the Super Bowl that she feels "it's slightly racist to be a Taylor Swift fan." She also critiqued Beyonce's use of the American flag in a recent album cover, saying the flag "symbolizes the genocide of Indigenous people, the theft of their land, the enslavement, dehumanization, and exploitation of Black people, and settler colonialism."
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Browbeating Jewish voters hasn't yet worked for Trump
The presumptive Republican nominee will nonetheless keep trying.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-10

Former president Donald Trump on April 10 said that any Jewish person who supports President Biden needs their "head examined" amid the war in Gaza.


Speaking to reporters at an airport in Georgia on Wednesday, former president Donald Trump reiterated one of his more unusual political appeals: browbeating Jewish Americans for not voting exclusively for Republicans.
Trump was asked whether he thought the United States was showing sufficient support for Israel, triggering the comments.
President Biden "has totally lost control of the Israel situation," Trump insisted. "He has abandoned Israel. He has totally abandoned Israel. And, frankly -- you know, he's a low-IQ individual. He has no idea where he is and who he's supporting. He doesn't know if he's supporting the Palestinians. But he knows one thing: He is not supporting Israel. He has abandoned Israel."
This is familiar terrain, the wild, hyperbolic and inconsistent attacks on a political opponent. (How does Biden both not know who he's supporting and know who he isn't supporting?) So was Trump's pivot, from a discussion about Israel to his complaint about Jewish Americans.
"Any Jewish person that votes for a Democrat or votes for Biden," Trump continued, "should have their head examined."
This idea that the politics of Jewish Americans are necessarily dependent on Israel is a long-standing one for Trump. Nor is his disparagement of Jewish Democrats new, even this week. On Monday, he told an interviewer that "any Jewish person that votes for Biden does not love Israel and, frankly, should be spoken to."
Such comments run the risk of triggering an avalanche of overthinking. Does he mean it? Is he exaggerating? Is he playing some long game trying to appeal to his non-Jewish supporters by amplifying how Biden is allegedly abandoning Israel?
Let's set that aside. We can observe, though, that Trump's assumptions about Jewish American views of Israel are overly simple. Pew Research Center polling conducted several years before the war in Gaza found that viewing Israel as an important part of being Jewish was split along party lines among American Jews. Jewish Democrats were more likely to say that the United States was too supportive of Israel than that it was not supportive enough; the opposite was true for Jewish Republicans.
That may have shifted since Oct. 7, certainly. Using data released by Pew this week, however, we can observe that the Trump era has not triggered an exodus from the Democratic Party among Jewish Americans. In 2015, the year he first announced his bid for the presidency, 66 percent of Jewish Americans identified as Democrats or Democratic-leaning independents, twice the number as identified as Republicans or Republican-leaning independents.
Last year, the gap had extended to 40 points, with 69 percent of Jewish Americans identifying as Democrats or Democratic-leaning.




There were some ups and downs in between. In 2020, the year Trump was up for reelection, it was only 24 points, the lowest point on record. But the image presented above is not one of a sharp change toward one party or another, indicating that Trump's repeated demands that Jewish Americans abandon the left are not having much success. Not that we would expect them to.
We can see some shifts among religious groups in the Pew data. White evangelical Protestants, for example, have shifted dramatically to the right since 2000. Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints trended more Republican, too, though that peaked at about the time that Mitt Romney, a member of the church, became the GOP's presidential nominee. The shift in partisan identity among Jewish Americans is more subtle -- and predates Trump.




Again, it may simply be the case that Trump is trying to frame Jewish Democrats negatively in the eyes of his supporters. It is certainly conceivable, though, that he is legitimately incensed that Jewish Americans aren't broadly supporting his candidacy.
Maybe chastising them one more time will do the trick.
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General warns House on Ukraine: 'The side that can't shoot back loses'
Gen. Christopher Cavoli told lawmakers that "the side that can't shoot back loses," as a massive aid package for Ukraine remains stalled in the House.
By Dan Lamothe | 2024-04-10

Gen. Christopher Cavoli speaks at NATO headquarters in Brussels in January. (Virginia Mayo/AP)


The top U.S. general overseeing military operations in Europe warned lawmakers Wednesday that the war in Ukraine has reached a decisive moment, with Russia expected to hold a 10-1 advantage on artillery shells "within weeks" unless the United States approves additional military support for the government in Kyiv.
"The severity of this moment cannot be overstated," Gen. Christopher Cavoli said while testifying before the House Armed Services Committee. Ukraine will run out of artillery shells and air-defense munitions without additional U.S. support, he said.
"The side that can't shoot back loses," said Cavoli, head of U.S. European Command. "The stakes are very high."
The stark assessment came as House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) has refused to hold a vote on a national security spending package that includes about $60 billion for Ukraine, $14 billion for Israel, and additional money for Pacific initiatives and other priorities.
The Senate passed a $95.3 billion bill in February, but Johnson has said he won't consider that measure as fellow conservatives opposed to additional spending on Ukraine have threatened to end his speakership if he does. Instead, he has signaled an intent to introduce alternative legislation as soon as this month but has not said when it could be put to a vote.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) attends a news conference at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Cavoli's remarks were the latest by a senior U.S. official warning Congress that it must move on providing more aid to Ukraine if Russia's battlefield advances are to be stopped. Others have said they foresee an array of grim possibilities if the aid is not approved, including the likelihood of massive Ukrainian casualties in the best-case scenario and a collapse of Ukrainian front lines in the worst.
Cavoli told lawmakers that Russia "represents a chronic threat" and has turned to China, North Korea, and Iran for support to challenge existing international norms while forming "interlocking strategic partnerships." He called the issue "profoundly integral" to U.S. national security interests, and said that while European allies have made advances in bolstering their own security, U.S. leadership is required.
Celeste Wallander, a senior Pentagon official, appeared alongside Cavoli during the hearing and said that the Biden administration's goal of delivering a strategic defeat to Russian President Vladimir Putin remains. China, she said, is watching how the United States behaves in meeting its commitments to allies and partners.
"We are doing this out of self-interests, out of American national security interests, as well as -- of course -- the admiration that we Americans feel for Ukraine," Wallander said. "But in the end, we are doing this so that Americans can be secure at home and abroad."
Lawmakers on Wednesday remained split on additional funding for Ukraine, though the measure is expected to pass the House with some Republican votes if it is brought for a vote.
Rep. Cory Mills (R-Fla.) said that while NATO was created to stop Russian expansionism, Germany, France and others in Europe have not paid their "dues" by meeting a commitment to NATO to spend 2 percent of their own gross domestic product on defense. Ukraine, meanwhile, has not presented a plan for how it will win the war, he said.
"We need to start thinking about three priorities for a change: America, Americans and American interests," Mills said.

A Ukrainian soldier loads ammunition into a rifle magazine. (Valentyn Ogirenko/Reuters)


Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Fla.) also called out continued shortfalls in NATO allies' spending on their own defense. It was "pathetic" that just 11 out of NATO's then-30 member alliance met their commitments to spend 2 percent, he said. While that number soon will reach 20 of 32, he said, "the tyranny of low expectations" has infected national security discussions.
"You're asking us to go to the American people again and again," Waltz said of funding security in Europe. "We'll be having this same conversation at this posture hearing ... next year: 'American people, dig deeper in your pockets because European politicians can't and won't get their people to dig deeper into their pockets.' It's a good deal for them. It's a bad deal for the American people."
Rep. Bill Keating (D-Mass.) countered, saying that while some Republicans have criticized President Biden and European nations for not doing more to help Ukraine, it is Johnson who is holding up the bipartisan effort to support Kyiv.
"General Cavoli, you termed this as 'extremely serious.' You said that the severity of this moment -- this moment -- cannot be overstated," Keating said. 
"We've heard the name 'Biden' again, and 'Biden' again, yet we're here right now in this Congress with our responsibility and one person -- one person! -- is holding this up," Keating said.
Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.) said that Johnson has a choice to make, and she accepts that it may cost him the speakership. She noted that there is a petition on the House floor that would allow the aid package to pass with support with just a few Republicans.
"That's what leadership is," she said. "It's the big-boy pants and making tough choices."
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Trump was the beneficiary, not the target, of 2016 and 2020 interference
Former president Donald Trump has worked resolutely to cast his advantages as disadvantages.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-10

Supporters walk across a sign-covered floor after President-elect Donald Trump spoke at a rally in New York on Nov. 9, 2016. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


There's a line from Fox News host Maria Bartiromo's show on Sunday that has stuck with me. Referring to an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal, she asked one of the new co-chairs of the Republican Party whether the media was ready for a seeming eventuality.
"Will the press be ready," Bartiromo asked, "if, for the third election in a row, our national security state meddles" in the election outcome?
Of all of the people with large platforms in the American media, this framing is probably least surprising coming from Bartiromo, a consumer and producer of fringe-right rhetoric and theorizing. But just because it isn't surprising, doesn't mean it isn't, in the abstract, baffling: How could an ostensible journalist be so completely snookered about the 2016 and 2020 elections? This question, of course, is answered by its preceding sentence.
What occurred in 2016 was that the Russian government and its agents attempted to influence the outcome of the presidential contest. This took two forms. The less impactful one was a long-standing effort to amplify controversy and dissent on social media. The perhaps determinative one was that figures linked to Russia's intelligence service hacked a Democratic Party network and accessed the email account of a senior Hillary Clinton staffer. They gave the files they acquired to WikiLeaks, which released them before the Democratic convention and, more importantly, in October 2016, during the last weeks before the election.
What allies of Donald Trump (Bartiromo apparently among them) claim happened was, in reality, a response to that Russian effort. Federal officials (the "national security state," if you prefer) discovered signs that Russia sought to influence the results and began investigating -- including various points of contact between Russian actors and Trump's campaign.
Trump, eager to reinforce that he had won the presidency thanks to his excellence and not foreign help, immediately cast this probe as an effort to subvert him and his administration. He and his allies worked feverishly to offset new developments in the investigation with a narrative about nefarious "deep state" actors desperate to hobble him. This line of argument was investigated by the inspector general for the Justice Department and by a special counsel specifically tasked with proving that Trump was unfairly probed; in neither case was that idea substantiated. No matter. A plurality of Republicans told The Washington Post in a March poll that they don't think Russia tried to interfere at all.
Of course, Bartiromo's claim also collapses in the same way that Trump's often did: If these national security officials were keen on interfering in the election, they didn't try. A lot of information was available to investigators well before the election ended that never made its way to the public. In fact, soon before Election Day, the New York Times's sources were telling that paper that there was "no clear link to Russia" within Trump's campaign -- absolving the candidate before the election of the claims that would hang over him for the next two years.
That experience from 2016, though, helped national security officials develop a plan to prevent similar interference efforts in 2020. Social media companies had implemented new processes after the 2016 contest aimed at uprooting misinformation; the government met with representatives of those companies before the 2020 election to alert them to possible influence efforts.
In October 2020, there was suddenly another information dump: The New York Post (after Fox News passed) used information purportedly obtained from a laptop owned by Joe Biden's son Hunter to obliquely allege wrongdoing by the Democratic candidate. Social media companies briefly limited access to the story out of concern that it was another influence effort, but they soon reversed those limits.
There's no evidence that the temporary restriction affected the election outcome; if anything, the controversy over the limits might have increased awareness of the story.
For Trump allies and sympathizers, the narrative is generally that the feds tried to silence the laptop story, another example of the "national security state" meddling in an election. But there is no evidence that federal actors tried to muffle the story. Instead, social media executives have testified that their motivation was to "avoid repeating the mistakes of 2016" -- giving oxygen to a foreign interference effort.
At the time, whether the laptop was such an effort was very much in question. The information was sourced back to Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani, who had been actively involved in trying to dig up dirt on Joe Biden -- including some offered by foreign actors -- for more than a year. One of Giuliani's partners in that effort had been sanctioned as a Russian agent the previous month. A Time article published soon after the laptop story broke reported that information allegedly belonging to Hunter Biden was being offered for sale in Europe in 2019.
Regardless of its backstory, it was the laptop that was the effort to upend the election, not the response. The direct effort to affect the outcome of the race was not a function of what the federal government was doing; it was, instead, a function of what Giuliani was doing on behalf of his boss.
Bartiromo's framing on Sunday was very much in keeping with Trump's broader presentation of the state of play: He is an unwitting, hapless target of a powerful system that feels threatened by his return to power. Suggesting that the "deep state" tried to stand in his way in 2016 and 2020 is a reiteration of Trump's defense against the initial Russia probe and a way of dismissing the indictments that have been handed down against him since he left office. It also inoculates viewers in case something does happen later this year: If so, it's probably just the feds.
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Arizona's abortion ban is a distinct danger for GOP
The past week is the moment the GOP caught the car on abortion rights.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-04-10

The 51st March for Life in Washington in January near the Supreme Court. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


Welcome to The Campaign Moment, your guide to the biggest developments in a 2024 election that appears increasingly likely to be about abortion rights.
(Did a friend forward this to you? If so, sign up here. You can also hear my analysis weekly on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or wherever you get your podcasts.)
In September 2021, the U.S. Supreme Court appeared to open the door to overturning the constitutional right to abortion granted by Roe v. Wade, which it ultimately did a year later.
But Republicans, for some reason, didn't celebrate much. I reflected at the time on whether they were becoming the proverbial dog that catches the car -- achieving a goal they had long sought (being able to severely restrict abortion) and having no idea how to handle it politically.
This past week is the moment they not only caught the car, but arguably had it back over them, courtesy of two state supreme courts.
And the issue appears likely to reverberate well beyond the borders of those two states.
To recap: The Florida Supreme Court last week greenlighted a six-week abortion ban championed by Republicans. Then the Arizona Supreme Court on Tuesday revived a significantly harsher 1864 abortion ban. That law not only serves as a near-total ban, even in cases of rape and incest -- it also makes providing an abortion punishable by two to five years in prison.
The developments have been met with a GOP stampede away from the party's professed principle that abortion is murder. Donald Trump continued punting Wednesday on taking a real position on abortion. And, perhaps most vividly, Arizona Senate candidate Kari Lake has reversed her support for the 1864 law and called for the state's leaders to do something about it.
Those reactions epitomize just how scared the Republican Party is now of abortion policy -- and for good reasons. Among them :
These laws are very unpopular
Polls show north of 60 percent of Americans oppose banning abortion at six weeks of pregnancy. North of 80 percent oppose banning abortion without exceptions for rape and incest. And about three-quarters oppose making it a felony to perform an abortion.
These specific states are important

(The Washington Post)


Where this is happening shouldn't be lost on anyone, because it could matter greatly in the 2024 presidential race. These are the harshest bans to date in competitive states.
Florida went for Trump by about one point in 2016 and by about three points in 2020. Arizona went for Biden by 0.3 percent in 2020 and was the tipping-point state for his victory.
Both states, very notably, are also likely to be among those featuring November ballot measures in which voters can effectively reverse these laws. Given that even red states have unfailingly voted in favor of abortion rights in recent years, that could allow Democrats to drive turnout and flip voters who view the GOP as too extreme on this issue.
Some wagered that a similar GOP effort to put gay-marriage bans on states' ballot in 2004 helped reelect George W. Bush. The evidence is mixed on that. But in that case, voters weren't reversing anything, and few things are as politically potent as the perception that due rights are being taken away.
The electoral math
Florida would seem less likely to flip for Biden, given that the state has trended red in recent years and Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) won reelection by 19 points in 2022. But if its 30 electoral votes somehow went blue, Biden would almost certainly win reelection.
Arizona and its 11 electoral votes are more pivotal. Biden's campaign has eyed a Midwestern firewall of holding Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Winning Arizona would probably mean it needs only two of those three.
But it's bigger than Arizona and Florida
In some ways, focusing on specific states misses the bigger point. That bigger point is that these developments re-inject a major issue that clearly favors Democrats -- and increasingly bedevils Republicans -- into the national campaign.
There has been some question about whether abortion rights would remain as politically resonant as they were in 2022; it's why Democrats have pushed for abortion ballot measures in states across the country.
Democrats now have something much more politically potent: multiple concrete cases-in-point that allow them to really press the issue. They can point out that the fruits of Trump's and Republicans' efforts to overturn Roe are very unpopular laws not just in deep-red states, but in big, competitive states. They can note that this has led to in vitro fertilization being paused in Alabama, after another state supreme court ruling.
Meanwhile, these situations have laid bare real discord in the GOP that is likely to fester. Antiabortion true-believers are balking at Trump's new hands-off position on abortion, which appears increasingly untenable. Arizona GOP lawmakers are faced with whether to do something about the 1864 law -- and effectively legalize abortion -- in ways that could also alienate those true-believers.
There are no easy answers, and plenty of unintended consequences. And Republicans have the new abortion-rights paradigm they spent decades pushing for to thank for that.

Former president Donald Trump arrives for his court appearance in New York after being indicted last year. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


64 percent
That's the percentage of voters who view the Manhattan hush money charges against Trump as at least "somewhat serious," according to a Reuters-Ipsos poll conducted on the eve of his first criminal trial Monday.
That number appears to have risen from last year, when between 50 percent and 55 percent of voters described the charges in those terms, including in Ipsos polling. And it's not the only recent poll to show that number is higher; in an Economist-YouGov poll last month, nearly two-thirds described the situation as at least "somewhat serious."
The newer Ipsos poll also shows about 4 in 10 Republicans regard the charges as at least "somewhat serious" -- significantly higher than in polling last year.
But despite the apparent increase in concern about the gravity of the charges, the percentage who view the situation as "very serious" is still significantly lower than in Trump's three other cases. The YouGov poll pegged that number at 33 percent, compared with around half for the other cases.
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Here are some other laws Arizona had on the books in 1864
The Arizona Supreme Court's decision to let a circa-1864 law barring abortion go into effect renders it useful to get a sense for the mores at play in the then-territory.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-10

A person in Tucson on Tuesday protests after the Arizona Supreme Court revived a near-total ban on abortion. (Rebecca Noble/Reuters)


Arizona sprang into existence in February 1863, just under halfway through the Civil War. President Abraham Lincoln, having signed the act that created the new territory, appointed judges to administer it. Among them was a native New Yorker, William T. Howell.
The appointed governor, John Goodwin, soon determined that the laws established at the territory's founding (imported from New Mexico) didn't work. He tasked Howell with writing Arizona's first set of laws and procedures, a job Howell began with the help of a former Wisconsin governor, Coles Bashford. In late 1864, the Howell Code, Arizona's first set of laws, was born.
And on Tuesday, its original ban on abortion again became Arizona's legal standard.
The decision by Arizona's Supreme Court to revive that initial ban triggered an enormous backlash and elevated difficult political questions for Republicans nationally and in the state. It also spurred no small amount of scoffing about how archaic the law must be, given the year of its provenance. California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), for example, pointed out that Arizona relied on dirt roads when the territorial legislature passed the Howell Code.
Those particular complaints, though, miss the point. It isn't that the law is old that makes it a dubious fit for the moment. After all, the Bill of Rights is old and it contains rules and guidelines that deserve to be maintained. Instead, the point is that the Howell Code was a product of its time and its time's morality, a point that is made more obvious when considering other elements of the law that clearly do not conform to 2024 beliefs.
The most obvious difference between now and then that is reflected in the Howell Code is that the United States was, at the time, at war with Southern secessionists desperate to maintain the institution of slavery. (Coincidentally, Tuesday also marked the anniversary of the South's final surrender.) Slavery was not allowed in Arizona, but the Howell Code does recognize it as a legal issue. Section 55 of Chapter 10 ("Of Crimes and Punishments") makes it illegal to entice Black people to leave Arizona so that they can be sold into slavery.
The prohibition on abortion comes a bit before that, just after the section banning duels. Section 45, focused initially on making intentional poisoning a crime, also establishes the ban on abortion:
This is the origin of the law that remains on the books.
Consider, though, the other prohibitions that surround the initial Howell language. A bit before that, for example, the code establishes what constitutes a murder or a manslaughter. In Section 34, it also creates the category of "excusable homicides." Those include situations such as when "a man is at work with an axe, and the head flies off and kills a bystander" or "a parent is moderately correcting his child, or a master his servant or scholar." Only when that correction is "moderate," mind you. Exceed the bounds of moderation correction, and you're subject to more severe charges.
Section 38 offers another assessment of pregnancy.
"If any woman shall endeavor, privately, either by herself or the procurement of others, to conceal the death of any issue of her body, male or female, which, if born alive, would be a bastard, so that it may not come to light, whether it shall have been murdered or not," it reads, "every such mother being convicted thereof shall suffer imprisonment in the county jail for a term not exceeding one year."
In other words, if you were to become pregnant out of wedlock and have a miscarriage -- and then conceal it -- you could go to jail for a year. If you disagreed with this rule, of course, you had little recourse. Only "white male citizens" of the United States or Mexico who'd lived in the territory for six months were allowed to vote.
In Section 47, the Howell Code addresses rape, which is defined as "the carnal knowledge of a female, forcibly and against her will." It also specifies penalties for having "carnal knowledge of any female child under the age of ten years, either with or without her consent." To put a fine point on it, the "consent" at issue there is purportedly coming from a 9-year-old.
Many of the punishments identified for criminal actions result in execution. There's even a stipulation that those who "by willful and corrupt perjury or subornation of perjury" get someone convicted and executed for a crime might themselves be subject to capital punishment.
Here, again, we encounter a specific rule centered on women. If there was "good reason" to believe that a condemned woman was pregnant, the Code states, the sheriff could ask a panel of three doctors to determine her status to the best of her ability. If she wasn't pregnant, she was executed. If she was, she was allowed to live -- until she gave birth, at which point the governor could once again move the execution forward.
There are other reminders that this is a legal framework centered around the frontier, from sanctions for refusing to join a posse or the rules governing citizen's arrests. There's also an interesting process established for holding accountable elected officials. The Howell Code establishes that third parties could level accusations of misconduct against sitting officials, forcing the official to appear at a hearing. Barring admission, a jury trial ensued and could leave to removal from office. Safe to say, some prominent elected officials would rather not have that be the national standard.
The Arizona Supreme Court decision Tuesday did not immediately revert the state law on abortion to the standard established in 1864, allowing two weeks for challenges. Should those challenges fail, though, women in Arizona could face criminal punishment for seeking an abortion, in keeping with the mores of a 19th-century society in which parents were allowed to accidentally beat their children to death and 9-year-olds were considered capable of giving consent to sexual encounters.
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How to break up
Three ways to end a relationship. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-04-11

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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A cocktail of urgency and dread: 3 columnists on campaign 2024
In a new "Impromptu" podcast from Post Opinions, three columnists talk about how they are processing the unusually long general-election campaign of 2024.
By Perry Bacon, Jim Geraghty, Amanda Ripley | 2024-04-11
In the newest "Impromptu" podcast from Post Opinions, three columnists talked about how they are processing the unusually long general-election campaign of 2024, a rematch between a sitting president and a former president that feels absurd, high stakes and serious.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Perry Bacon Jr.: I do not enjoy covering this era of politics. But the audiences and the voters seem to be more engaged in it than, say, 2004 when I might have enjoyed covering it more. So it's a complicated story.
Amanda Ripley: One poll shows that more than half of Americans feel dread, exhaustion and depression as they look toward it. And I can relate. And I wonder, can you? How are you both feeling as journalists and humans and Americans about the 2024 election?
Bacon: I'm dreading it. I used to be someone who was very excited about going to Iowa. I think it's really about [Donald] Trump. Trump creates this sense of crisis for a lot of people.
I've gotten to a more extreme point now. When my wife and I are going to have dinner with another couple, I will usually email the man -- because he usually wants to do it -- and say, "Hey, I try to avoid talking about politics during nonwork time."
Ripley: Wait. Can I just make sure I understand? You kind of want to set the stage, because people are going to naturally talk to you about politics, right? Just like we're torturing you right now.
Bacon: I'm getting paid for this, to be clear. That's an important distinction!
When I'm at the park with my daughter, I will really try to say, "We'll spend two minutes on this." And I will set a timer occasionally.
Jim Geraghty: Previously in our politics, the past generation or so, if somebody comes along whom you can't stand -- Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, Barack Obama -- they go away in eight years. They do not come back. Most of our former presidents are very quiet. Trump has not been that.
Ripley: It's particularly damaging for young Americans because all they know is this kind of politics, right? This kind of us versus them, burn down the house politics.
Politics are supposed to make us feel like we have some small amount of power over our destiny.
Bacon: The other thing I struggle with a lot is: What is the nature of this conflict? There were high conflicts in the 1860s and the 1960s, and I wouldn't be here on this podcast if people were not willing to engage in those conflicts. #MeToo was a high conflict moment. I'm glad that happened. The 2020 protests were high conflict. I'm glad those happened. The debate over how we teach race and education in Southern states is actually about something. They are trying to ban ideas that I think are important to understanding where we are in terms of race.
People are deeply concerned. They feel like the America they want is going away from them. And I don't want to minimize that conflict.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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A new privacy bill could be a good start to much-needed tech laws
Legislation to rein in Big Tech is long overdue.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-04-11

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg and other social media representatives at a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in January. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


It's become a ritual. Every year or so, the House or Senate calls the heads of major tech companies to Capitol Hill for a hearing. The lawmakers bloviate, complain, ridicule and excoriate the executives for the manifest damage attributable to their services -- everything from children's mental health problems to election interference. The executives feign concern about all the ills attributed to social media. They look insincere, cagey; the lawmakers appear unfamiliar with even the basics of their own cellphones. Eventually, the hearing ends, the executives depart and nothing changes.
Perhaps the Kabuki theater is finally going to end. The Post reported on "a sweeping proposal that would for the first time give consumers broad rights to control how tech companies like Google, Meta and TikTok use their personal data, a major breakthrough in the decades-long fight to adopt national online privacy protections." The American Privacy Rights Act, proposed by Senate Commerce Chair Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) and House Energy and Commerce Chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), would create a uniform data collection standard and "give users the right to opt out of certain data practices, including targeted advertising." It would also "require companies to gather only as much information as they need to offer specific products to consumers, while giving people the ability to access and delete their data and transport it between digital services." The bill would preempt some but not all state laws that have sprung up on related matters. (The Spokesman-Review reports that the proposal would not preempt certain state laws related to "civil rights, consumer protection, contracting and more than a dozen other categories.")
Perhaps most notably, the bill would end the wholesale immunity from litigation that these companies have enjoyed, allowing individuals to sue if "companies fail to fulfill data deletion requests or to obtain express consent before collecting sensitive data."
However, the data privacy issue is just one of many critical tech topics that have drawn the ire of voters and politicians alike. This latest proposal would not address a slew of other Big Tech ills:  damage to minors' mental health, addictive and radicalizing algorithms, voting and health disinformation, deep fakes and undisclosed AI manipulation, hate speech, anonymous political ads exempt from the regulations that cover TV ads, and monopolistic tactics that reduce competition. It would not deal with Chinese ownership of TikTok. (The House passed a bill on that matter; it has not moved forward in the Senate.) Those remain severe problems, some perhaps more egregious than those covered by the bill. (Bills on many of those topics have stalled.)
That said, if Congress must start somewhere to break down the impunity with which internet companies have operated, this bill represents a promising start. Microsoft applauded the effort. The Open Technology Institute, operated under the auspices of the center-left New America think tank, praised the effort as well for including "the necessary pillars of sound privacy legislation--strong data minimization principles; online civil rights protections; universal opt outs; a private right of action; and privacy rights, like users' ability to view, correct, export, or delete their data and stop its sale or transfer." Comparing it to a bill introduced in 2022, however, the institute pointed out that the current effort does not include strong children's privacy measures. (The co-sponsors say they are interested "in working on both kids' online safety and national data privacy," Bloomberg Law reported.)
It is far from certain that a bill this complex, effectively pitting the interests of many tech companies against those of consumers, will make it through the most dysfunctional Congress in history. Even under the best of circumstances, this would be a daunting exercise. But chances are high of defeat given a Republican House that cannot manage to even bring a Ukraine bill to the floor and a Senate with filibuster-wielding gadflies such as Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), who delights in posing as the slayer of the supposed left-wing conspiracy to disadvantage conservatives on social media. Moreover, Congress's fall schedule will be truncated because of the elections, leaving little time for even must-pass legislation.
That said, the privacy proposal has several factors going for it. First, it's just complicated enough to keep MAGA hyperventilation to a minimum. Topics that get into the weeds of complicated issues can often fly under the right-wing media radar; fat, juicy targets like abortion bans, the faux-invasion on the Southern border and cutting off Ukraine aid are more their speed. Second, who isn't in favor of "privacy"? It has the appeal of mom and apple pie, a feel-good measure that lawmakers with low output can tout at home. Finally, bipartisan disdain for the tech companies has reached new heights. Both sides therefore have an interest in pointing to something they've done to defend Americans against those billionaire CEOs whom they so delight in tongue-lashing.
When at least two lawmakers (McMorris Rodgers is retiring) care about good governance and invest time in the policy weeds, voters should celebrate. If Congress can get something done on this front, perhaps that will encourage reform in other areas. Any win against Big Tech --notoriously resistant to any regulation -- would be welcome.
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How AI could transform baseball forever
Artificial intelligence is driving a new "Moneyball." 
By Josh Tyrangiel | 2024-04-11
Once you declare something the best, there's not much more that needs to be said. So I'll keep my praise for Michael Lewis's 2003 "Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game" brief. It's the best nonfiction book I've ever read, and on the short list of the most impactful. Until "Moneyball" revealed how Oakland A's general manager Billy Beane used statistical analysis to beat richer, dumber opponents, baseball was the realm of witch doctors. A's first baseman Scott Hatteberg told Lewis that his previous team, the Boston Red Sox, brought in motivational speakers to awaken their hitters' mystical sides. One delivered a lecture on the virtues of the thymus gland. "You were supposed to bang your chest before you hit," Hatteberg said, "to release all this untapped energy and aggression."
As a new season begins, the victory of stats over the thymus gland is so complete that there are few analytical mountains left to climb. Every team in every major sport employs mathematicians and engineers to find a strategic edge that keeps shrinking because of all the other mathematicians and engineers doing the exact same thing. The Tampa Bay Rays put a uniformed analytics coach in the dugout. Some teams have better data science and player performance models than others, but "Moneyball" demonstrated the insanity of competing against probability with intuition. It bounced all the schmucks out of the casino.
You'd think this would lead to the book's gradual obsolescence, but for the sports-obsessed, super-nerd segment of its readership -- my people! -- "Moneyball" is no longer tethered to its binding. It's a belief system, and like feminism and existentialism it's going through a second wave, fueled in part by artificial intelligence.
This second wave has multiple progenitors, but we'll focus on the least likely. Kyle Boddy was a restless junior software engineer bouncing from Microsoft to PokerStars when he read "Moneyball," got radicalized and started a baseball blog called "Driveline Mechanics." In 2007, he created Driveline Baseball, a physical lab where he could test his theories. This sounds ambitious, but the first Driveline was in a Seattle basement under an aikido studio next to a strip club that was adjacent to an RV park. "To be clear, I lived in an apartment next to the RV park, not the RV park itself," says Boddy. "I know you're doing journalism here."
It was from this modest perch that Boddy met Trevor Bauer, a brilliant young pitcher with all of four big league appearances for the Arizona Diamondbacks on his resume. Bauer had also read "Moneyball," and his devotion to analytics and self-improvement led him to buy a brand new $8,000 Edgertronic camera. (Bauer is now baseball's most deserving pariah.) "It was actually Trevor's dad who said, 'If I show you this camera, you're gonna want one right away,'" says Boddy. "I was like, 'Yeah, sure.'"
The Edgertronic slows the normal blur of a pitching or hitting motion down by shooting thousands of frames per second, providing perfect clarity, even in close-up. After just a few frames of footage, Boddy realized that a 150-year-old mystery of physics -- the impact of tiny variations in finger placement on a baseball's seams, or the angle of a bat as it meets the ball -- was winking at him, asking to be solved. "All I'd done my whole life to that point is find underground technologies and use them in ways that people don't expect," says Boddy. "And now here's this source of optical information that was never available or affordable before. I figured if I can't use this thing, then I need to go back and work for f---ing Microsoft."
Boddy immediately bought an Edgertronic on eBay. He also had a crucial insight about how to use it. Camera data could help players experiment with new pitch grips and refine their swings, and the avalanche of statistical data could confirm the outcomes. But to revolutionize player performance -- to get athletes to really understand what they needed to do -- the two had to converge in simple and elegant software. And the means of that convergence was artificial intelligence.
I've spoken to a lot of people about AI, and there's an awkward point in almost every conversation where we both admit we don't know exactly what AI is. In fairness, it can be a lot of things. There's no fixed definition. But people are pretty assertive about the money they expect to make from it, and I'm an AI columnist, so it'd be nice not to have to talk about the benefits of this technology in the vague way people talk about, I dunno, Herbalife?
All of which is to say, Boddy has the most practical definition of AI I've heard. "It's the best translator ever," he says. "In the literal sense, we communicate with our athletes in Japanese and Korean and Spanish with a ChatGPT plug-in that translates baseball slang flawlessly in real time. But from a technology perspective -- poring over code bases, switching between PHP or Python, none of that matters anymore. ... AI takes totally different code or data or insights and harmonizes it. Numbers become words. Words can become images. Everything can talk to everything."
Boddy and his engineering team now rely on AI to blend dozens of data streams to create customized coaching regimens. I cannot emphasize enough how little this is like your weekly personal training session. Video analysis breaks down individual muscles and movements by the inch. Hardware (bats and balls) is equipped with software (sensors) that tracks every baseball action and renders them into equations that measure force and torque. Like all data-gobbling AI software, the process gets smarter as it goes; Driveline has collected enough historical performance data that it can correlate five non-baseball related physical tests into dead solid predictions of fastball velocity and bat speed.
Even in its infancy, Driveline helped Bauer become one of baseball's best pitchers. But Bauer arrived at Driveline as a known prospect, with talent so obvious that he got a $3.4 million amateur signing bonus. More impressive was Driveline's ability to take soft-throwing Los Angeles Dodger Tony Gonsolin ($2,500 signing bonus) and, through pitch design and muscle development and endless cycles of analysis and Gonsolin's own hard work, help him emerge as an all-star.
Driveline has now worked with thousands of pros and more than 40 all-stars. Regardless of their backgrounds or countries of origin, Boddy has noticed that the new arrivals are way more savvy than the players Lewis profiled in "Moneyball." Because they've all read "Moneyball." Or at least seen the movie. They grew up fluent in analytics and Edgertronics, and they understand that baseball is both a game and a market in which they are counterparties. The projection algorithms used by teams on the demand side value velocity and power, so the guys on the supply side go to Driveline to help them throw faster and hit harder. Which then gets them paid more. The market is aligned.
If this compromises the romance of the game for you, now would be a good time to stop reading and cue up the James Earl Jones speech from "Field of Dreams." Because where things get really calculating -- and relevant to any person who works for a living in the age of AI -- is where labor and management diverge.
Most teams now have the same tech as Driveline. The big leagues have poached more than 40 Driveline alums to work in-house, and Boddy is a special adviser to the Red Sox. So why would a player spend their own money and travel to an inconvenient location to work on their game? Privacy. If your employer has kinesiologic data revealing how you suddenly got better at your job, they also know the circumstances in which you could suddenly get worse. Or how to optimally train your replacement. Last year's average MLB player salary was $4.5 million; it makes a lot of sense to pay Driveline $20,000 in training fees and keep your data to yourself. The math probably isn't as compelling in your job. But if you think a version of this tango isn't headed for your profession, I've got some thymus oil to sell you.
The more human performance improves through AI-driven data, the more important it'll be to establish ownership of that data. Players, mere pawns in Beane's "Moneyball" chess game, should be lauded for figuring this out fast. They even negotiated limits on how teams can use in-game data into their collective bargaining agreement. "I have friends who are lawyers and prop traders, and it's shocking to me how far ahead sports is when it comes to these technologies," says Boddy. "A lot of them don't see what's coming." Call that the third wave.
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How Gen Z took over incel slang
We need to talk about the way Gen Z communicates -- and how it's influenced by so-called involuntary celibates. 
By Adam Aleksic | 2024-04-11

(Washington Post staff illustration; iStock) 


Adam Aleksic is a Gen Z linguist and content creator posting educational videos under the username @etymologynerd.
The internet has transformed how Gen Z communicates. Our language is built on memes and a collective sense of wry existentialism, with our humor often turning dark or potentially dangerous, as it has when borrowing from the online community of men called "involuntary celibates."
Incels (as they're known) are infamous for sharing misogynistic attitudes and bitter hostility toward the romantically successful. Their ideology has even turned deadly: The 2014 Isla Vista and 2018 Toronto incel terrorist attacks killed a collective 17 people and injured another 29. Yet, somehow, incels' hateful rhetoric has bizarrely become popularized via Gen Z slang.
In certain circles, for instance, it's common to hear the suffix "pilled" as a funny way to say "convinced into a lifestyle." Instead of "I now love eating burritos," for instance, one might say, "I'm so burritopilled." "Pilled" as a suffix comes from a scene in 1999's "The Matrix" where Neo (Keanu Reeves) had to choose between the red pill and the blue pill, but the modern sense is formed through analogy with "blackpilled," an online slang term meaning "accepting incel ideology." Similarly, the popular suffix "maxxing" for "maximizing" (e.g., "I'm burritomaxxing" instead of "I'm eating a lot of burritos") is drawn from the incel idea of "looksmaxxing," or "maximizing attractiveness" through surgical or cosmetic techniques.
Then there's the word "cucked" for "weakened" or "emasculated." If the taqueria is out of burritos, you might be "tacocucked," drawing on the incel idea of being sexually emasculated by more attractive "chads." And, finally, we have the word "sigma" for "assertive male," which comes from an incel's desired position outside the social hierarchy.
So how did we get here? How did these words travel from a fringe, misanthropic internet subculture to relatively widespread use?
In the late '90s, before social media or robust online dating, one woman in Toronto created a website for lonely singles to find loving relationships -- she called it "Alana's Involuntary Celibacy Project." But what started as a way for people to connect eventually became a community overrun by violent men who blame women for their absence of a sex life. From there, they migrated to 4chan, an anonymous bulletin board website famous for giving us some of our most foundational online concepts, such as rickrolling, dank memes and copypastas. In many ways, this colorful memetic mosaic has had an immensely positive impact on the internet. But there's a dark side to the site as well -- certain boards, like /r9k/, are known breeding grounds for incel discussion, and the source of the incel words being used today.
These slang terms developed on 4chan precisely because of the site's anonymity. Since users don't have identifiable aliases, they signal their in-group status through performative fluency in shared slang. Memes and niche vocabulary become a form of cultural currency, fueling their proliferation.
From there, those words filter out to more mainstream websites such as Reddit and eventually become popularized by viral memes and TikTok trends. Social media algorithms do the rest of the work by curating recommended content for viewers.
Here's how that can work: I like to watch videos on urban planning, and I recently got a TikTok complaining that "it's so hard being a walkpilled cardiomaxxer in a carcel gascucked state like Arizona." I found the video funny, I admit, and so I "liked" it -- which ended up giving me more incel-themed meme videos. And I'm not alone: Many people encounter these words in similar contexts. The term "sigma," for example, was introduced to millions of TikTok users through the viral "Rizzler" song, with lyrics containing popular slang such as "I just wanna be your sigma." Because these terms often spread in ironic contexts, people find them funny, engage with them and are eventually rewarded with more memes featuring incel vocabulary.
Creators are not just aware of this process -- they are directly incentivized to abet it. We know that using trending audio helps our videos perform better and that incorporating popular metadata with hashtags or captions will help us reach wider audiences. In the wake of the "Rizzler" song, for example, TikTok was awash with countless remixes, covers and memes referencing the song because creators knew those videos would perform well. As a result, the word "sigma" spread, becoming popular with Gen Alpha and younger Gen Z audiences. The same thing happened to some degree with other incel words.
It's easy to react to these developments with concern. By incorporating incel words into everyday slang, the reasoning goes, we could be normalizing a dangerous ideology and making it more accessible to people interested in the underlying concepts. But kids aren't actually saying "cucked" because they're "blackpilled"; they're using it for the same reason all kids use slang: It helps them bond as a group. And what are they bonding over? A shared mockery of incel ideas.
These words capture an important piece of the Gen Z zeitgeist. We should therefore be aware of them, keeping in mind that they're being used ironically. In fact, it's a delightful twist of fate that the incels' own words are now being wielded against them. If this upsets the adults, all the better: The younger generations get to build a language of their own, distinguished from the older norms, as they have always done throughout history.
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The Time Travelers' Wives
"I must tell you my horrible secret: I travel into the past."
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-04-11

A man enters the Arizona Supreme Court building on Wednesday in Phoenix. (Matt York/AP) 


"Before you get too attached to me," the woman said, "I must tell you my horrible secret: I can travel through time."
"Forward?" her husband asked. "Everyone can."
"No," she said. "Well, not just forward. I thought it was just forward for a long time. That would make sense. But after 2022, it stopped being just forward."
"How does it work?" he asked.
"It's a curse," she said.
"What caused it?"
"The Supreme Court," she said. "The judiciary, generally. One afternoon in June of 2022, I discovered it was actually 1973. At best."
He looked worried.
The woman had not had the power for as long as she could remember, she explained. Just since 2022. Specifically, June of 2022. Indeed, for most of her life she had thought of herself as a normal citizen of the 21st-century United States, endowed with the same rights and privileges as anyone else, and certainly not possessed of any special capacity for time travel.
But it turned out that such gifts could be bestowed at any time. This one was a gift of the Supreme Court. Now she, and millions of others around the country, could travel back in time at will. Not even at her own will. Sometimes it would just be the will of a particularly gerrymandered state legislature. It was a terrible way to spend a Tuesday, worrying that without warning you were going to be thrust back in time.
All across the country it was different. She was not the only person traveling like this. Almost everyone with a uterus was experiencing some form of temporal displacement. Some found themselves hurled back to the 19th century, others just to the mid-20th. Some felt no disturbance at all unless they moved closer to their respective state lines.
The odd thing about these powers, they were quick to notice, was that they brought no benefits whatsoever. "Can you hear ragtime music?" people would ask, when a woman discovered that she was being taken back to the dawn of the 20th century. "Can you see the stars without satellite interference? Is the rainwater potable?"
"No," she would answer. "No, everything is the same, except, for some reason, the laws governing my body."
*
"Did you feel that?" the woman asked her husband. He had been supportive, if confused, since she had begun time traveling. She knew something was amiss. She felt the vertiginous sensation that always accompanied one of these jumps through time.
"What year is it?" she asked, worried.
"It's 2024," her husband said. "We're in Arizona. Why?"
She shook her head. "Not where I am."
He checked the news. And sure enough: Her body was in the 19th century again. "1864," he said. "Why would it be 1864?"
"No good reason," she said. "The state supreme court."
"Can you see a herd of buffalo, at least?" he asked. "If you're in 1864 now? Moving thickly over the plain?"
"I don't think that modifier is in the right place," she replied. "And, no. Everything looks the same."
"Are you wearing a crinoline?"
"I am obviously not."
"Then how can you be sure?"
"The laws governing my body," she said grimly. "Just watch me try getting some routine 21st-century medical care without my doctor facing the loss of their license."
Sure enough, she couldn't.
"It's ridiculous!" he fumed. She could still hear him, even across the gap of time. "Why would they want to return you to a time before women could vote, when maternal mortality was still sky-high? Do they think this is a game? People will have their lives ruined. People will die."
She was glad he was so upset on her behalf. She had worried that the power she now possessed might alienate him.
"It's not a power at all!" he shouted. He looked helplessly at her. She was wearing wide-legged jeans like it was 2024 or 2005, but he knew that inside the jeans, she was stuck far in the past.
*
"Can you change anything?" he asked. "While you're back there?"
She shook her head. "Ironically, no," she said. "We searched high and low for Anthony Comstock to ask who hurt him, but to no avail."
"Could you bend the arc of history, or something?"
"No. It turns out we have to keep pushing at the arc all the time or it snaps right back into place. It seems we'll have to travel forward."
"Forward?"
"To November. We just have to hold on until November."
Maybe if they could just hold on long enough to get to a voting booth, she would have rights again, instead of this mysterious power. Maybe, if they pushed hard enough at the arc, they could get back to where they had been in the past, instead of where they were in the present.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/04/11/arizona-abortion-ban-time-travel-satire/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump can't fix what bothers conservatives about the bureaucracy
Republicans who want a better bureaucracy, or even just a smaller one, need to get more interested in governance.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-04-11

Federal Reserve workers in 1957. (Library of Congress) 


Readers who are thrilled by the back and forth of federal rulemaking -- and surely there must be some -- might be aware that the Office of Personnel Management recently issued a scorcher, modestly headlined "Final Rule to Reinforce and Clarify Protections for Nonpartisan Career Civil Service."
For those who inexplicably missed it, let me explain the importance of this dull-sounding rule: It is the federal bureaucracy's self-defense against a future Trump administration firing uncooperative civil servants.
And it is undoubtedly a blessed relief for career civil servants. For the rest of us, well, I'm not thrilled either at the prospect of Donald Trump firing federal employees who oppose his harebrained schemes -- even though I do think it would be better if our often dysfunctional civil service had more democratic accountability.
A more important point is that this ought to be a wake-up call for Republicans: Trumpism is a dead end. What's wrong with our government cannot be fixed through executive orders or social media trolling. Republicans who want a better bureaucracy, or even just a smaller one, need to get more interested in governance.
Trump's first term as president is a case in point. Bored by policy and process and frustrated by legislative horse-trading, he was unable to make good on his promise to drain the swamp. His administration ended up increasing the government's size, adding, when you count contractors and grant recipients, more than 2 million government-backed jobs. And Trump's attempts to cut back the regulatory state were repeatedly thwarted, not because there was a conspiracy against him but because his team was too often sloppy in execution and too rarely strategic.
Poorly drafted or overambitious executive orders and regulations were frequently challenged in court, usually with success. Of 258 Trump administration deregulatory actions that faced court challenge, only 58 survived intact. And even those were vulnerable when President Biden took office and began rolling back much of what Trump had achieved through administrative fiat.
Which brings us back to OPM's new rule. In October 2020, Trump issued an executive order creating a new "Schedule F" class of civil service, including "employees in confidential, policy-determining, policy-making, or policy-advocating positions." This would have reclassified a large number of federal workers -- it's not clear exactly how many -- as at-will employees who could be fired more easily than is currently possible. This was, of course, the point: It gave the president more control over the bureaucracy.
Whatever you think of this idea, the executive order was a major strategic blunder.
Schedule F wasn't some base-pleaser that had to be put in place before the 2020 election. (Trump's base does not, mostly, spend its days reading the Federal Register.) And if he lost, it was guaranteed to be rolled back, as it was as soon as Biden took office. Rushing to get this done before the election only put the bureaucracy on notice, and when Trump lost in November 2020, it had four years to respond. The OPM's new rule is that response; it effectively blocks the president from involuntarily reclassifying career civil servants or stripping their job protections.
Unforced errors like these will keep happening to Republicans unless they get serious about reform. This means more focus on the patient work of laying the legislative and bureaucratic groundwork for lasting change and less focus on showboating executive orders or sweeping denunciations of government on Fox News or social media. Republicans need to remember that they are the government and that they need to take some responsibility for fixing it.
Kevin Kosar, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute who studies Congress and the administrative state, said that too many Republican legislators "won't play small ball that can eventually turn into big ball wins."
Kosar's most recent report paper for AEI outlines just the sort of small ball proposal Republicans should pursue: a Congressional Regulation Office that would analyze regulations in a consistent, nonpartisan and transparent manner, akin to the way the Congressional Budget Office assesses the fiscal impact of legislation. This is a proposal that both Democrats and Republicans should love: Democrats, because it gives legislators a dedicated service devoted to optimal regulatory design, and Republicans, because it gives them an office keeping permanent tabs on the often opaque operations of the bureaucracy.
"In this hyperpartisan era, wouldn't it be nice to have a unified set of numbers?" Kosar asked when we talked.
Numbers alone will not be enough to make our administrative state more effective and accountable, but they are a necessary first step. A good second step would be to get more conservatives into government jobs -- not by stuffing them with political appointees but by creating a school-to-government pipeline -- akin to what the Federalist Society did for the judiciary -- to counter the leftward skew of the civil service.
Unfortunately, this would require Republicans to concede that good government matters, even if you think there should be less of it, and certainly if you want to take on big, ambitious projects such as industrial policy. They would also need to concede that this will take more than an exercise of Donald Trump's steely will. So, more likely, a second Trump term would simply repeat the follies of the first, perhaps more obstreperously, but to no greater effect.
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Russia killed Ukrainian athletes. The Olympics should ban it entirely. 
A few dozen Russian athletes will be at the Paris Summer Games, competing under a neutral flag. But why should they be there at all?
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-04-11

Russian President Vladimir Putin during a meeting in Moscow on Wednesday. (Gavriil Grigorov/AP)


PARIS -- Ukrainian athletes who have died during Russia's invasion have been killed like so many of their countrymen. At home. At work. On the front lines.
Some weren't even fully formed athletes at all. Alina Peregudova, skinny, just 14 years old, was already an Olympic weightlifting prospect when she died in 2022 along with her mother in Russia's bombardment of Mariupol.
Others had recorded their athletic prowess in a specifically Ukrainian context. Thirty-year-old track and field athlete Serhii Pronevych ran a marathon in 4 hours and 36 minutes -- very slow by Olympic standards, except that he finished the 26.2 miles in 55 pounds of military gear. Captured and then executed while defending his town by Russian forces, his body bore signs of torture.
Spare a moment during this summer's Paris Olympics to think of them, along with the hundreds of other dead Ukrainian athletes and tens of thousands more lost to Russian President Vladimir Putin's blood-soaked aggression.
Then ask yourself why Russian athletes should be allowed to compete.
Better yet, pose the question to the International Olympic Committee, which decided to leave the decision to governing bodies of each of the 32 sports at the Paris Games.
Some, notably the track and field association, have banned participation at all international meets by athletes from Russia as well as from Belarus, the Kremlin's puppet state. That means no pole vaulters, high jumpers or sprinters from those two countries will compete in Paris.
But some other federations will allow Russians and Belarusians, albeit under strictures laid down by the IOC. As so-called individual neutral athletes, they will participate under a flag and lyric-less anthem invented for the occasion, and with no teams, signs, colors or other symbols that identify their criminal country of origin.
That's the rub, of course. It's their country that has committed the crime of aggression in Ukraine, not the athletes who sweated and strove for a shot at Olympic glory. And so, goes the argument, enshrined in IOC doctrine, banning those athletes from competition would be collective punishment.
That's true. But it's also undeniable that to the Russian dictator, sports is simply another front in the propaganda offensive he wields in service to his imperial war in Ukraine.
That's the point of Putin's gambit to stage so-called Friendship Games, to be held in Moscow and Yekaterinburg in September. The idea is to show that Russia still has a few friends, particularly in the Southern Hemisphere, whose participation would blunt Russia's image as a pariah in Paris.
Soft power being a scarce Russian commodity, cash is the lure at these anti-Olympics. Unlike the actual Olympics, where athletes compete for medals, the Friendship Games will award some $50 million in prize money, with individual champions hauling in $40,000.
The Friendship Games, unbeholden to international prohibitions on performance-enhancing drugs, are also likely to be a showcase for state-sponsored doping, for years Moscow's stock in trade at international sporting events. "The health of and fairness for athletes may be compromised," the World Anti-Doping Agency said, in a gold-medal-worthy gem of understatement.
Moscow's maneuvering is not lost on Olympics officials. Russian and Belarusian athletes who have expressed public support for the war are banned from the Paris Games. They include Abdulrashid Sadulaev, a freestyle wrestler and two-time Olympic champion who carried the Russian team's flag at the Tokyo Games' Closing Ceremonies in 2021.
As for the few dozen Russian and Belarusian athletes who are allowed to compete in Paris -- a far cry from the several hundred who took part in Tokyo -- they will be barred from the Opening Ceremonies, a four-mile flotilla along the Seine.
Russia has denounced the IOC for slipping into "racism and neo-Nazism," and provocateurs have placed calls to IOC officials, very likely another Kremlin ruse. Risibly, Moscow accuses the Games' organizers of violating the Olympic ideal of insulating sports from the taint of politics.
Yet the moral case is clear for a ban on Russian and Belarusian athletes, who are witting or unwitting cogs in Putin's machinery of disinformation, and therefore accomplices to his illegal war. That case has been argued eloquently by Sebastian Coe, a former Olympic champion runner, who as World Athletics president oversees international track and field competitions.
"Athletics will not be on the wrong side of history," he said last year, speaking of Putin's war. Given Russia's assault in Ukraine and the destruction of hundreds of sports facilities there, he added, "I couldn't in conscience offer a panoply of service and status to athletes from countries that were bringing that about."
Coe has it right. As collective punishment, a ban on Russian and Belarusian athletes is no less moral than international economic sanctions. Nor would it be more effective at hastening the war's end. But as an assertion of the world's revulsion and Russia's disrepute, a ban sticks the landing.
What a pity that other sports' chiefs lack Coe's spine and clarity.
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70 is still so young. Unless you're on the Supreme Court.
Plus: The swing voters of 2024. Ecuador's embassy incursion.
By Drew Goins | 2024-04-10
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Andrea Levy/For The Washington Post)


Please wish Anne Lamott a happy 70th birthday today. It is "a young age for an older person to be," she writes, but "the oldest I have ever been by a long shot."
Anne's column is a celebration of the wisdom and other wonderful things that have come with age. When the young ask Anne when she graduated high school -- 1971, although she "might as well have said 20 B.C." -- she answers with a smile, because though she would enjoy "their skin, hearing, vision, memory, balance, stamina and focus, I would not go back even one year."
Largely, she's happy to know that there's so much she does not know, a theme Anne has written on before. But there are a few subjects on which she has collected bits and bobs of knowledge, including the certainty that everyone is screwed up, some convictions about hope and even a "very little bit about God," though she doesn't trouble herself with "ultimate reality, the triune nature of the deity or who shot the Holy Ghost."
Okay, as you read more and more of the essay, you will realize that Anne's 70 years have taught her quite a lot -- certainly more than I can skim over here.
One element of those seven decades, Anne recently told Alyssa Rosenberg, stands out as a particularly good teacher: becoming a grandparent. In an interview, the two discussed the delicate balance between love and control in grandparenting and parenting alike.
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor will also turn 70 in June, but Jim Geraghty is wondering where the celebration is of all her accumulated wisdom. Instead, Jim writes, "it's open season" on the justice, whom left-leaning court watchers are pressuring to retire.
The instinct is understandable, given the dim forecast for Democratic Senate control and the even dimmer reverse-cast of Ruth Bader Ginsburg's 2020 death under a Republican majority, after declining to retire in 2013.
But this is not how lifetime appointments work, Jim writes: "The effort to push Sotomayor out now represents a dramatic changing of the terms for a person nominated and confirmed to the Supreme Court."
Jim hasn't attained 70 yet, but he nevertheless has his own bit of wisdom to share with the justice: She ought to tell the folks who want her gone "to go pound sand."
Chaser: Ruth Marcus had always urged justices to stick around, too -- until 2021, when she ruled the Senate had so deteriorated that retirement was the only responsible choice for Justice Stephen Breyer.




From Perry Bacon's analysis of the swing voters who could decide this fall's election, which polling suggests could see an even higher share of third-party voting.
The major-party-to-third-party folks (or, conversely, third-party-to-major-party ones) are only one type of 2024 swinger. Perry identifies two other categories that could prove decisive: the classic switchers who yo-yo D to R to D to R, and the so-called occasionals who alternate between voting and not voting.
Perry gives some great background on each bin's behavior in previous cycles, but he concludes that this go-round is just really different. He hazards a few predictions about the swing voters, but ultimately, he writes, "six months from Election Day, it's really hard to figure out how they will swing."
A half-century ago, the Chilean playwright Ariel Dorfman witnessed a sleeping bag and backpack drop into the garden he was standing in and two hands appear at the top of the garden wall -- only for a moment before gunshots rang out and the hands fell away.
The only reason the same fate didn't befall Dorfman is because he was on the other side of the wall, a dissident riding out Chile's brutal dictatorship within the safety of the Argentine embassy.
In an op-ed, Dorfman condemns Ecuador's norm-shattering storming of the Mexican Embassy in Quito this week to extract an Ecuadorian politician sheltering there. He urges the world to take whatever diplomatic actions necessary to punish Ecuador and ensure no other state follows its example -- "or are we really prepared to let basic international norms that protect the vulnerable be trampled upon so wantonly?"
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Go on, open it!
Yes -- surprise -- a younger you
Just like we wanted!
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Women's college basketball gets its Game of the Century
Concerns about name, image and likeness deals for athletes, Congressional dysfunction and the return of fur.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-04-10

Caitlin Clark of the Iowa Hawkeyes and Paige Bueckers of the UConn Huskies in Cleveland on April 5. (Steph Chambers/Getty Images) 


Regarding the April 9 Sports article "Women's title game sets another ratings record" and Kevin B. Blackistone's April 9 Sports column "Women's basketball is surging. Are we sure this time is different?"
All the points made about the humongous popularity of women's college basketball games are correct. Will it be sustained? Not if the games are treated by the media industry as they have been even this year. In the Big Ten TV programming, take a look at how many Maryland men's games were on network on the same day the Maryland women's game was streamed online instead. I cannot recall the reverse once, even though the men's team was mediocre and didn't make the NCAA tournament while the women's team did.
The women got prime time only when there was a star involved. The same happens in virtually every sport. Maryland's women's lacrosse has been one the most successful sports programs with similar records to Connecticut women's basketball, but many of their games are still streamed rather than broadcast on cable. Women's sports in general have had significant rises in popularity, be they soccer, basketball, lacrosse, tennis, softball, ice skating or gymnastics. However, each sport sustains an audience only when the news media puts the events out there and consistently keeps the games and competitions in front of an audience.
How many of us remember the women's World Cup soccer successes, the astounding achievements of Venus and Serena Williams, Simone Biles's exploits on every piece of gymnastics equipment available to her and now Caitlin Clark's hardwood dominance. I challenge anyone to name any University of Connecticut men's basketball stars or any one Purdue player other than Zach Edey a week after the final. We have women's stars who linger in our memories: Iga Swiatek, Coco Gauff and Aryna Sabalenka in tennis, Katie Ledecky in swimming, Candace Parker and Brittney Griner in basketball and Megan Rapinoe in soccer. Give women's sports visibility and their popularity will be sustained.
Howard Pedolsky, Rockville
The contest showcased a faceoff between the two best players in college basketball. It in the end it came down to the smallest of margins: a final score of 71-69.
I write, of course, of the 1968 meeting between Elvin Hayes, the star of the University of Houston Cougars and the University of California at Los Angeles center then known as Lew Alcindor, who had helped lead his team to a 47-game winning streak. They faced off in Houston's Astrodome before almost 53,000 fans. The home team barely emerged victorious, but men's college basketball was the enduring winner.
This year, the two premier women college basketball stars of the past four years did battle in the Final Four. The final score was exactly that of the titanic struggle more than a half century before in Houston. Though neither Paige Bueckers of the University of Connecticut nor the University of Iowa's Caitlin Clark was transcendent, and this was but a semifinal contest, it felt like far more than a mere game. These teams could have filled the Astrodome to overflowing. And the intensity they demonstrated brought viewers of the matchup to their collective feet and into the fold.
In 1968, what became known as the Game of the Century introduced Americans to the phenomenon that would become March Madness for men's basketball. I suspect, for the women, much will be said about Iowa vs. Connecticut, Clark vs. Bueckers. I can't wait to keep watching.
Robert S. Nussbaum, Fort Lee, N.J.
The April 5 front-page article "Firm's NIL deals spark legal debate" did a great job of exposing the confusion and manipulation behind the "name, image and likeness" deals private companies such as Big League Advantage are striking with promising athletes in pursuit of a cut of their future earnings.
Rather than leaving it to college and university athletics departments to do legal reviews of potential deals between their players and big businesses specializing in these deals, or to states to race to the bottom in setting policies, it's clear that there is a need for a national policy that determines what rights college and minor league athletes can sign away, and how long such contracts can last. Sports leagues should have a real interest in such clarity: I can only assume that National Football League teams, for example, might have concerns with paying portions of a player's salary to an uncertified business under an agreement not approved by the NFL or the Player's Association. No team would want to be exposed to potential legal issues over financial disputes that are starting to appear between players' NIL firms. And agents are not fans either.
As a counselor assisting high school athletes with college selections, I find it shocking but not surprising that many parents prioritize NIL deals over education. But they should be aware of what these deals mean, not just for their future income, but for the prospect of securing a pro career at all. This is not free money, and recipients need to set aside a substantial amount of it for tax payments. And these are not training programs. Athletes deserve protection from anyone who might exploit their current circumstances to gain access to multimillion-dollar salaries.
Greg Raleigh, Washington
The March 30 analysis "Half of senior staffers in Congress are so fed up that they may quit" was a stark illustration of the concrete damage that political polarization is doing to governance. The inability of members of Congress to collaborate is not going unnoticed. Our recent polling shows that more than 70 percent of voters think our country is headed in the wrong direction. It's up to lawmakers to pull themselves and their institution out of a self-destructive cycle that drives the most constructive members and staff out the door, leaving Congress in the hands of the people least inclined to use their power to constructive ends.
A good place to start would be by ending the use of the legislative process as a campaigning tool. The desire to stand up for one's political values should be channeled toward campaigning and legislating constructively, rather than toward shutting down our legislative system with partisan games. The next step would be to identify places for clear-minded and pragmatic bipartisan collaboration. Lawmakers are up against the clock because, realistically, they will soon be diverted toward the campaign trail. But they still have some time left to show their staff, and constituents, what Washington can accomplish.
Congressional staffers understandably are exhausted. Anyone would be if they came to Washington to help foster meaningful changes for their states and country and ended up working at a place where it often feels like very little gets done and then only at the last minute. It would be a shame if such burnout drives talented people out of Congress, or discourages congressional staffers from staying in the public service sector in any capacity.
Their bosses must put their weapons down and work together so that Congress can go back to "functioning as a democratic legislature should."
Paolo Mastrangelo, Washington
The writer is co-president of the bipartisan organization American Policy Ventures.
The April 8 Style article "A new life for fur?" ran through a litany of ways in which consumers try to convince themselves that it's fine to wear products made from fur. But neither TikTok's "mob wife" and "quiet luxury" trends nor the greenwashing excuses and nostalgic musings of a few industry apologists outweigh the truth.
Fur production is a grim and violent business, one that at times includes electrocuting animals and beating them unconscious. As those realities become ever more obvious to consumers, global fur production and U.S. fur apparel imports have hit all-time lows. One fashion brand after another, and most major retailers, have abandoned fur and embraced strict fur-free policies. Public policy is following closely on the heels of evolving public sentiment and corporate social responsibility: cities, states and countries have banned fur farming, and in some cases even the retail sale of fur, in a worldwide trend that shuts off any possibility for a comeback. An industry founded on death is itself dying out.
Defending fur's inherent cruelty is all but impossible, so its proponents have taken to making the case for its sustainability. Yet the factory farms that produce fur are responsible for greenhouse gas emissions that greatly exceed those of synthetic alternatives, which are themselves becoming more environmentally friendly. Still worse, these operations risk becoming breeding grounds of dangerous zoonotic diseases such as covid-19 and avian influenza. Soon enough, these vestiges of an industry that has lasted too long will all be gone, and we'll find that we don't miss it at all.
Kitty Block, Washington
The writer is president of the Humane Society of the United States.
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Kill the zombies! Undead laws can come back to bite you.
Today, almost all abortions are suddenly illegal (again) in Arizona. Tomorrow, they could be prosecuting adulterers in New York. 
By Kate Cohen | 2024-04-10

A protester outside the Arizona state Capitol in Phoenix on Sept. 23, 2022. (Matt York/AP)


Adultery is a crime in New York state, but no one pays much attention to the 1907 law that made it so. It is seldom enforced, and never since 2010 -- perhaps not coincidentally the year that New York adopted no-fault divorce.
So why bother removing it from the penal code, as legislators are trying to do?
A bill repealing the law recently passed both state houses with bipartisan support, a few votes against ("I don't support adultery in any way," said Republican State Sen. James Tedisco of Saratoga) and some grumbling about wasting time in the middle of the budget process.
The bill's sponsor, Assemblyman Charles Lavine of Long Island (D), argued "any criminal law that penalizes intimate behavior between consenting adults does not deserve to be on the books." Agreed.
And also: These days you never know when a "dead" law could come back to bite you.
That's the terrifying scene that confronts us in Arizona this week, with the resurrection of an antiabortion law from 1864 -- a near-total ban on the procedure, a potential penalty of 2 to 5 years imprisonment for doctors, enacted decades before Arizona was a state and more than 50 years before women had the right to vote.
There are laws -- so-called zombies -- that remain on the books though they've been found (or are assumed) to be unconstitutional or unenforceable, unless someone musters the political will to repeal them. Which is often never.
For instance, seven state constitutions bar atheists from holding public office, although the Supreme Court struck down those provisions in 1961's Torcaso v. Watkins. Roy Torcaso was a Maryland atheist whose refusal to declare a belief in God cost him a government appointment. He sued and won at the highest level. But because the state never changed its constitution, Maryland still technically discriminates.
The word "technically" surfaces often in reference to zombie laws -- also "arcane," "relic" "antiquated" and "obsolete." These laws have been left for dead under the assumption, I suppose, that the future is a road that leads toward social progress.
Indeed, it's hard to imagine anyone actually trying to bar an atheist from office -- or arrest someone for adultery in any of the 16 states with anti-adultery statutes. After all, as Lavine said, "America is changing."
But, if Dobbs v. Jackson taught us anything, it's that America could change back.
The future might lead us backward, where the zombies can attack.
When Roe v. Wade was overturned, Wisconsin's 1849 abortion ban, some 50 years moribund, sprung back to life, shutting down Planned Parenthood's clinics for more than a year. Arizona's 1864 ban similarly wrought horror-movie havoc after Dobbs; no one knew whether it or a more recent, less restrictive ban took precedence. As the Arizona Supreme Court just decided: the zombie lives.
Picture two menacing creatures in tattered 19th-century garb sending abortion providers scattering. Also picture women with scheduled abortions being turned away from clinic doors, sobbing.
Zombie lore is unclear about the mechanism by which the dead come back to life. Is it black magic? Weird science? Radiation from a space probe? A reconsideration of previously settled law by an activist right-wing majority on the Supreme Court?
In his concurrence on Dobbs v. Jackson, Justice Clarence Thomas called for overruling the "demonstrably erroneous decisions" of Griswold v. Connecticut, Lawrence v. Texas and Obergefell v. Hodges -- the court cases that made contraception, homosexual sex, and same-sex marriage (respectively) legal all across the country, no matter what state laws said.
Some states repealed the unconstitutional laws in question. But some let them lie dormant, with the potential to rise again. Today, Lawrence v. Texas holds back undead laws in 12 states where sodomy is still technically against the law. In 13 states, Obergefell v. Hodges is all that protects the right to marry a person of the same sex.
Meanwhile, right-wing activists are plotting to reanimate the 1873 Comstock Act, which criminalizes the mailing of abortifacients. The Comstock Act really is a relic, the legislative result of Victorian moral panic and an anti-vice crusader's revulsion at the "wickedness" he witnessed in New York City.
But in last month's Supreme Court hearing on FDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine, which seeks to limit access to the abortion drug mifepristone, Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. called the Comstock Act "a prominent provision ... not some obscure subsection of a complicated obscure law." In other words, very undead.
Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minn.) has vowed to repeal Comstock, as legal scholars and The Post are urging. "Anti-abortion extremists will continue to exploit any avenue they can find to get the national ban they champion," Smith wrote in the Times, "and I want to make sure my bill shuts down every one of those avenues." But to do that she would need weapons: a Democratic majority in the House and a filibuster-proof majority in the Senate.
Zombie lore is unclear on what can actually kill the undead. Sometimes, it's sonic waves or a blood transfusion. Sometimes, it's a bullet to the brain.
Sometimes, it has to be voters rising up out of fear for their rights.
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Lindsey Graham disagrees with Trump on his abortion stance
Ann Telnaes on Sen. Graham's disagreement with Trump's abortion stance.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-04-10

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post 
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Cartoon by Lisa Benson
Lisa Benson cartoon on Biden's new student loan forgiveness plan
By Lisa Benson | 2024-04-10

(Lisa Benson/Counterpoint Media)
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Republicans need to stiffen their spines on abortion
They need to keep making the case for protecting unborn children, even if they are not likely to achieve success in the near term.
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2024-04-10

Supporters listen as former president Donald Trump speaks during the annual "March for Life" rally on the National Mall on Jan. 24, 2020. (Evan Vucci/AP)


The pro-life movement has often drawn parallels between itself and the abolitionists, identifying Abraham Lincoln's statesmanship as a model of political prudence combined with moral clarity. But that movement is now allied -- and, for the moment, even led -- by a modern heir to Lincoln's great opponent, Stephen Douglas.
Douglas professed agnosticism about slavery. He argued that policy on it should be set state by state (and territory by territory) and that what mattered is that it reflected the will of the people. This is now Donald Trump's view of abortion. He expresses no hope that states will protect unborn children, specifying only what exceptions he wants any law to have. That indifference to the pro-life cause is probably his most honest statement of his views in years.
His taking federal legislation off the table is not a terrible defeat for pro-lifers, since even modest restrictions on abortion would have little shot of making it through Congress in the near future, even if Trump supported them. The bigger problem for pro-lifers is Republicans' defensiveness on the issue. Trump's new stance is just a symptom.
The Democratic Party is all-in for unrestricted and subsidized abortion. It downplays the full extent of its support but nevertheless makes the case for broad access. Republicans would rather not talk about it. Democrats nationally will fundraise and rally to pass state referendums blocking abortion regulations. Republicans, by and large, will say those ballot initiatives are local matters to be determined by the voters.
Republicans have convinced themselves that their passivity is shrewd: Why should politicians at the federal level talk about an issue when the public leans against them and they lack the power to enact legislation anyway? (Some conservatives are even saying that Republicans opposed federal involvement in abortion policy all along, which is not true.)
But this sets up a skewed debate. Pro-lifers in deep-red states will continue to enact laws that go beyond what most Americans favor. And these laws will keep generating stories -- some of them genuine, some of them distorted -- that put restrictions on abortion in a bad light.
Democrats will keep saying that they want laws that make these stories impossible anywhere in the country by ensuring all Americans have access to abortion. Republicans will respond not by defending these laws, or saying what they think abortion policy should look like, or discussing their own proposals for national legislation -- but by saying states should have the power to decide.
Republicans are betting that saying it's a state matter will look more reasonable to voters than saying, for example, that they want to build a national consensus to ban abortions late in pregnancy. But that means they will be talking about abortion in contexts of Democratic choosing. And Republicans run the risk of looking evasive since, well, they're trying to avoid the subject -- which also creates suspicions that they have an agenda they are not willing to share with voters.
What should pro-lifers do, then, amid adverse trends in public opinion and Republican cowardice? The top political priority this year must be to avoid a big election win for Democrats. If they get one, they could enact a sweeping national pro-choice policy, and too many Republicans would then be eager to pronounce the debate closed.
Pro-lifers must also try to stiffen Republican spines. You would never guess from the tenor of the political debate that in the first elections after Roe v. Wade fell, zero pro-life governors or senators lost their offices (in fact, the only incumbent who was defeated was Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak, a Democrat), and Republicans took the House. That's not to say that opposition to abortion, especially when married to flawed strategies, has no political costs for Republicans. But it does put those costs in perspective.
Those congressional Republicans who have been arguing for federal legislation that limits abortion -- such as Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.), who has advocated a 15-week federal limit -- should keep up their efforts. That's not because they are likely to achieve near-term success, but because the case for limits must keep being made.
At the state level, pro-lifers should be pushing for the maximum protection for unborn children that can be sustained over time. In some states, that might mean amending old abortion laws that go too far beyond a public consensus. Pro-lifers should also expand public and private efforts to provide support for women facing pregnancies in difficult circumstances and push state governments to offer stronger guidance that physicians can treat medical emergencies that arise in pregnancy without waiting for imminent harm.
Lincoln lost to Douglas, but only for a time.
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Who will RFK Jr. hurt the most, Trump or Biden? I answered your questions.
Jennifer Rubin's Q&A occurs every other Wednesday. Read the transcript.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-04-10
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. Read the transcript below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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Five takeaways from the Richneck shooting grand jury report
A special grand jury said Richneck Elementary School administrators failed to act on warnings about a 6-year-old boy before he opened fire on a first-grade teacher.
By Justin Jouvenal | 2024-04-11
A special grand jury in Virginia released a long-awaited report on the security lapses that led to the shooting of a teacher by a 6-year-old student at Newport News's Richneck Elementary School, an incident that grabbed national attention and stirred questions about how such a young child could sneak a gun onto campus and shoot first-grade teacher Abigail Zwerner. The report answered that question and provided a glut of new information.
The special grand jury called an assistant principal's handling of the events leading up to the shooting "shocking." The report said Ebony Parker was warned by two teachers and a guidance counselor that they received reports that the boy might have a gun on the day of the shooting, but in each case Parker did nothing.
The alleged failures were egregious enough that the special grand jury indicted Parker, 39, on eight counts of child abuse, possibly the first time a school administrator has faced charges for the handling of a school shooting, experts said. Parker made a brief court appearance Thursday, and her lawyer has not responded to requests for comment.
The special grand jury found the 6-year-old shooter should not have been a student at Richneck because he previously choked another teacher the year before the shooting while in kindergarten. The incident prompted officials to formulate a plan to send the boy to a different school.
But when first grade started, the boy was back at Richneck. The special grand jury reported the boy's mother told Parker she had put him in school in Chicago, but Parker never confirmed the accuracy of the statement. In reality, the boy never completed kindergarten.
The special grand jury catalogued in exhaustive detail a number of security issues at the school so severe that the panel concluded if there were an active shooter on campus it would result in a "probable massacre."
The issues included second-grade classrooms that did not have doors or permanent walls, a school resource officer who was on campus only part time and a front-door buzzer that was broken -- which delayed police officers from responding to the shooting when it occurred because they couldn't get inside the building.
Richneck officials also let the shooter's father sit in class with his son, but failed to perform a background check on him and did not tell other parents he was there. The man had a serious criminal record.
The school also had an ad hoc disciplinary system that was not properly connected to the school district's computer system.
The special grand jury recommended a criminal probe of a high-ranking Newport News School District official after key pieces of evidence in the investigation went missing during the probe of the shooting.
Police obtained a search warrant for the 6-year-old's disciplinary files, but when they went to Richneck to get them, they were missing. The special grand jury said the files were the only two disciplinary files missing from the school.
LaQuiche Parrott, the director of elementary school leadership for the district, eventually returned one of the files, but the special grand jury said it was missing all of its disciplinary records, including documentation about the choking incident in kindergarten. The other file was never located and remains missing.
Parrott told the special grand jury she was not able to remember how she got ahold of the disciplinary file, a statement the special grand jury called "highly suspicious" and recommended she be investigated for obstruction of justice. Parrott did not respond to a request for comment.
Newport News Commonwealth's Attorney Howard E. Gwynn said Thursday he will conduct a criminal probe of the missing files.
A number of Richneck parents asked the school district to transfer their children to other schools after the shooting because of the trauma their children endured, but the school district refused in most cases -- a response that the special grand jury deemed "frankly insensitive."
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Prosecutor will probe possible coverup in investigation of teacher's shooting
The top prosecutor in Newport News, Va., says a criminal investigation will continue in the shooting of a teacher by a 6-year-old boy at Richneck Elementary School.
By Jim Morrison, Justin Jouvenal | 2024-04-11

Children return to Richneck Elementary School on Jan. 30, 2023, for the first day of classes since the shooting of a teacher by a 6-year-old boy about three weeks earlier. (Kristen Zeis/For The Washington Post)


Authorities said Thursday they will investigate possible efforts to obstruct the investigation into the shooting of a teacher by a 6-year-old student at Virginia's Richneck Elementary School last year, focusing on what happened to key pieces of evidence in the case.
Commonwealth's Attorney Howard E. Gwynn, the top prosecutor in Newport News, Va., said his office will probe why one of the shooter's discipline files disappeared and the other had material removed from it.
The announcement comes after a special grand jury issued a scathing report Wednesday that found glaring security lapses that led to the shooting and recommended a criminal investigation of a high-ranking Newport News School District official over the missing evidence.
"The lapses in security were appalling and should not have happened," Gwynn said at a news conference Thursday. He added: "The thing that comes across loud and clear in the report is this was preventable. It should not have happened if folks had discharged their responsibility in an appropriate fashion."
Gwynn spoke to reporters shortly after Ebony Parker, a former assistant principal of Richneck, made a brief court appearance Thursday on charges related to her handling of the Jan. 6, 2023, shooting of first-grade teacher Abigail Zwerner by her student. Zwerner survived her wound.
Parker, 39, charged with felony child abuse, appeared before a Newport News Circuit Court judge, who continued the first hearing in her case until May 17. Parker did not speak, and her attorney declined to comment afterward.
The special grand jury indicted Parker in March on eight counts of child abuse in the incident, possibly the first time a school administrator has been criminally charged in a school shooting, experts said. The charges were unsealed this week.

Newport News Commonwealth's attorney Howard Gwynn addressed a grand jury report on April 11 about a 6-year-old boy who shot his teacher.


The special grand jury called Parker's handling of the shooting "shocking" and said she failed to act on multiple warnings from teachers and other staff that the boy had a gun on the day of the shooting.
The boy brought his mother's gun from home and opened fire on Zwerner as she taught a class near the end of the school day.
The report also documented a series of administrative, security and disciplinary failures by the school and its administrators that helped set the stage for the shooting, including that the 6-year-old should have been attending a different school after a previous incident in which he choked a teacher in kindergarten.
The special grand jury wrote that police obtained a search warrant for the boy's disciplinary files, but when investigators went to the school to get them they were missing. They were the only disciplinary files missing from the school.
LaQuiche Parrott, the director of elementary school leadership for the district, eventually returned one of the files, but the special grand jury said it was missing all of its disciplinary records, including documentation about the choking incident involving the shooter in kindergarten. The other file was never located and remains missing.
Parrott told the special grand jury she could not recall how she got the disciplinary file, something the special grand jury called "highly suspicious" and questioned whether she might be engaging in a coverup. The special grand jury recommended Parrott be investigated for obstruction of justice.
Zwerner's attorneys held a news conference Thursday, praising the work of the special grand jury. Zwerner has sued school and school district officials for $40 million. The attorneys encouraged the Virginia and federal departments of education to launch investigations of the shooting following the new report.
"We hope that he school board and their lawyers will see this and do something and respond appropriately and understand that this is a serious matter that has systemic issues," said Kevin Biniazan, an attorney for Zwerner. "We hope it moves our case forward, but we totally understand and expect that we're going to have to continue our fight and we will."
Deja Taylor, the mother of the 6-year-old boy, was sentenced in November to 21 months in prison for federal convictions related to the weapon used in the shooting. A month later, in state court, she was sentenced to two years behind bars in Virginia after pleading guilty to a felony count of child neglect.
The Newport News School District issued a statement Thursday in response to the special grand jury's report thanking the panel for its work.
"We have implemented a number of positive changes since this incident and will continue to do so in the future," the statement said. "Safety of students and staff remain a top priority for the School Board."
This story is developing and will be updated.
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Former Va. substitute teacher charged with possessing child pornography
William Riddell, 40, charged in Fairfax County with 14 offenses related to child pornography, was arrested in Kansas and is awaiting an extradition hearing.
By Olivia Diaz | 2024-04-11

(iStock)


A former substitute teacher in Northern Virginia has been charged with 14 child-pornography-related offenses, Fairfax County police said Wednesday. They said they also are investigating allegations that the former teacher had a sexual relationship with a juvenile.
William Riddell, 40, was arrested by police in Kansas after being charged in Fairfax with 10 counts of possessing child pornography and four counts of reproducing child sex material, officials said. They said Riddell, who lived in the Chantilly area of Fairfax, was being held in Kansas pending an extradition hearing.
Court records do not indicate whether Riddell is represented by a lawyer. Efforts to reach members of his family were not immediately successful.
Fairfax police said Riddell worked as a part-time substitute teacher for Loudoun County Public Schools between 2008 and 2013. Police said he also worked privately as a music teacher in the Chantilly area.
The Loudoun school system said in a statement that it is "cooperating fully with the police investigation" and urged Loudoun parents: "If you or your student have any information regarding this subject, please contact" Fairfax police. The statement added, "Because this is an ongoing law enforcement investigation, we cannot comment further at this time."
Fairfax police said they began looking into Riddell after receiving reports that he had a sexual relationship with a juvenile. During that investigation, which is ongoing, police said, they found evidence that led them to file child-pornography charges.
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D.C. opioid overdose deaths surge past 500 in worst year on record
The number of opioid deaths in D.C. jumped 12 percent to 518 last year, the fifth consecutive year of increases since fentanyl became the predominant drug in overdoses.
By Jenna Portnoy | 2024-04-11

A first responder in D.C. gathers some Narcan kits to carry in his vehicle before heading out for calls on Jan. 17. Narcan is a brand name for naloxone, an opioid antidote used to reverse overdoses. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


More than 500 District residents died of opioid overdoses last year, recent data shows, setting another grim record in the city's struggle to combat the growing crisis.
The number of deaths attributed to opioid use in the nation's capital jumped 12 percent to 518 last year, the fifth consecutive year of increases since fentanyl became the predominant drug in overdoses, according to a March report from D.C.'s chief medical examiner.
The overwhelming majority of overdose victims were older Black men, according to the medical examiner. Since 2017, more than 8 in 10 deaths due to opioid use were among Black residents, city data shows.
The increase is in keeping with trends in other large metropolitan areas around the country, where African Americans are succumbing to powerful synthetic opioids in disproportionate numbers as deaths of White users in rural areas level off, experts say.
Despite an infusion of tens of millions of federal dollars annually, observers say the District's strategy of paying nonprofits and community groups to engage users and distribute fentanyl test strips and the overdose antidote naloxone is not making a dent in the crisis.
"The numbers speak the loudest truth, and our numbers are still going up," said Beverlyn Settles-Reaves, a program manager who arranges treatment for patients with substance use disorder at Howard University. "This situation is spiraling out of control."
Experts say overdose rates continue to rise nationally because of barriers to accessing medication-assisted treatment, such as buprenorphine; social barriers such as unstable housing; inadequate infrastructure to distribute resources; and the stigma facing users.
Compared with states, the District had the fourth-highest opioid overdose death rate behind West Virginia, Delaware and Maine, 2022 provisional data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows, while Maryland ranked 12th and Virginia 29th. Only West Virginia outpaced the District in the rate of fatal overdoses from all drugs, the data shows.
But experts warn that comparing D.C. with states can be misleading because the capital city is entirely urban, lacking a state's mix of urban, suburban and rural areas.
"D.C. sadly seeing an increase doesn't make it an outlier compared to other urban areas in this part of the country," said Sheila P. Vakharia, deputy director of research and academic engagement at the Drug Policy Alliance and author of "The Harm Reduction Gap."
Locally, opioid overdoses have claimed more lives than homicides, but other cities in the region are grappling with even higher rates of drug overdoses. The District ranks 10th among 66 large metropolitan counties with the highest drug overdose death rates, according to an analysis by the research nonprofit KFF of provisional CDC data from 2022, the most recent year from which national data is available.
Baltimore had the highest fatal overdose rate, followed by Richmond in the fourth position, ahead of Philadelphia, Nashville and Louisville. (The analysis omitted Alexandria because of insufficient data.)
Data is not available at the county level for opioid deaths specifically, but opioids drove drug-related deaths, accounting for three-quarters of such fatalities in the District and nationally, said Heather Saunders, a health policy expert at KFF.
The District has struggled with opioid overdoses for years, yet as tens of millions of federal dollars have rolled in, the death rate has continued to rise. Advocates and victims' loved ones are frustrated with the pace of change, asking why leaders have not studied current programs for results.
Barbara J. Bazron, director of the D.C. Department of Behavioral Health, the lead agency combating opioids, said the city is doubling down on strategies that have been in place for several years, noting that the District has been a leader in free distribution of naloxone.
The District and community groups have distributed 300,000 doses of naloxone, also known by the brand name Narcan, and expect to give out 50,000 more this year, in part to those who text the number 888-811 seeking free cartridges, Bazron said. But she acknowledged that naloxone has limitations.
"Naloxone is no good if you're using alone, and we know more people are overdosing in their own homes or homes of family or friends," Bazron said.
The city's first stabilization and sobering center opened last year but has mostly catered to alcohol users. Of the 1,340 patients the D.C. Fire and EMS Department has transported to the center since it opened five months ago, about half had primarily used alcohol; 13 percent had used drugs other than opioids; and about 10 percent were experiencing an opioid overdose or withdrawal, a Department of Behavioral Health spokeswoman said, citing fire department data.
The District formed a panel, the Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission, to recommend how government agencies should channel approximately $80 million from multistate opioid settlements into solutions to the crisis. Of the $23 million the attorney general's office said the city has received so far, the Department of Behavioral Health has earmarked grants of up to $500,000 to expand existing programs, such as naloxone distribution, and pilot a new program through the fire department.
The agency received a grant to initiate buprenorphine, a medication used to opioid use disorder, in the field, joining a handful of cites that have similar programs, in hopes of keeping users in treatment longer.
Chad Jackson, chairman of the advisory commission, said the city's latest plan, known as Live.Long.DC. 3.0, continues to give money to community groups without a comprehensive strategy for how to use health, behavioral health and housing resources to make change.
"We have a siloed approach in Washington, D.C., where individual groups receive money and do their particular job really well," he said. "The problem is there's no ... way to move from one silo to another, so everything falls out of the system." 
Settles-Reaves of Howard, who also sits on the commission, said it's difficult to hold a fragmented system accountable.
"We cannot let this keep happening," she said. "This is a public crisis. People are dying in the street. People are seeing their family and friends die of this."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/04/11/opioids-dc-overdose-record-deaths/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A foul odor prompts worry among Ivy City residents about toxic chemicals
More testing is planned, but federal and city agencies say results so far show that emissions from a sealant plant pose no immediate health risk to residents.
By Paul Schwartzman | 2024-04-11

National Engineering Products, which makes a sealant for the Navy, operates in the Ivy City neighborhood of D.C. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


For years, neighbors puzzled over the source of a burning stench pervading their blue-collar corner of Northeast Washington. The odor has been foul enough at times that they say they have shut their windows and stayed indoors.
The list of suspected causes in Ivy City -- an epicenter in recent years of new condos and fashionable bars and restaurants -- has included the heavy traffic coursing through the area, auto body shops, distilleries and the battalions of D.C. school buses and garbage trucks that use the neighborhood as home base.
But residents, along with environmentalists and community advocates, have settled on what they are convinced is the most likely culprit -- a manufacturing facility that has operated for 90 years in an easy-to-miss one-story building at the end of a residential street.
The company, National Engineering Products Inc., makes a sealant for the Navy, using chemicals like formaldehyde, acetonitrile and methylene chloride that can lead to health problems, including cancer. NEP didn't have to obtain an air pollution permit because it opened decades before federal law started requiring such certification. The company also began before zoning laws would have barred it from operating in a residential neighborhood.
Responding to neighborhood concerns, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the D.C. Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE) began conducting air quality tests last year. While more testing is planned, the agencies both say results so far show that emissions pose no immediate health risk to residents.
NEP's president, Nicole Barksdale, when reached on her cellphone, said the company has been cooperating with city and federal officials and has submitted an odor reduction plan -- DOEE officials say they are reviewing it. "We work on it all day and every day," Barksdale said before abruptly terminating the call.

An empty lot sits next to homes on the street where National Engineering Products is located. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Nevertheless, neighbors, as well community and environmental advocates, fear that NEP's emissions are a danger to residents, including a mother and her six children who live in a house adjoining the company's building on Capitol Avenue NE.
Shawn Scott, who purchased her home in 2011 through an affordable housing program, said she was unaware of what was going on inside the plant when she moved next door. Now she worries that NEP's emissions -- an air vent on the company's rooftop is outside her kids' bedroom window -- have aggravated her children's difficulties, which include asthma, migraines and learning disabilities. Scott also is concerned that her own ability to smell has been compromised.
"It's very frustrating living in this situation," she said in a telephone interview. "You wouldn't think there'd be a chemical plant in your neighborhood."
Empower DC, a community group that has long advocated on behalf of the neighborhood, along with residents, environmental activists, and academics are lobbying Mayor Muriel E. Bowser's administration to shut NEP down.
The advocates contend that letting NEP continue to operate is a vestige of what they describe as racist zoning policies that allowed for industrial facilities to amass in and pollute low-income Black neighborhoods such as Ivy City. "We would not tolerate this in Northwest Washington," said council member Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5), whose district includes Ivy City, referring to prosperous, predominantly White neighborhoods such as Chevy Chase. "No one should have to live next door to an NEP factory."
In November, 22 public health and science professors from several D.C.-area schools, including Georgetown and George Washington universities, wrote a letter to the mayor and council saying they were "deeply concerned" about NEP and urged the government to "use the powers it has" to stop the company "from operating in the Ivy City community, or in any residential area."
EPA officials, in a statement, said that the agency, after three rounds of testing, has determined that exposure to NEP's emissions "are not expected to result in adverse health effects" and that it has no grounds to sanction the company. Officials at DOEE, which also has taken air samples, concurred, adding that more testing is needed to determine whether potential long-term hazards exist.
Hannah Ashenafi, associate director of DOEE's Air Quality Division, said there are other entities in the neighborhood that emit pollutants, including a nearby auto body shop, a Department of Public Works parking lot and the heavy traffic a couple of blocks away along New York Avenue NE. "We can't necessarily single out one facility," Ashenafi said.

A cemetery and a lot for city vehicles also are located in Ivy City. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Tucked between New York Avenue NE and Mount Olivet Cemetery, Ivy City was born in the early 1870s as a community designed for Black laborers. The neighborhood is located in Ward 5, which over the course of generations has hosted the types of industrial facilities residential communities oppose -- a trash-transfer station and parking lots packed with city-owned vehicles, from school buses to snowplows.
In recent years, Ivy City became the focus of real estate developers, including Douglas Jemal, who turned Hecht's warehouse into high-end rental apartments, and attracted bars and restaurants, a new Target and an organic grocer. Other neighborhood magnets, including a Nike store and TJ Maxx, shuttered during the pandemic.
Andrenette Willis, a retired Parks Department recreation specialist who grew up in Ivy City and lives a block from NEP, said that as a child in the 1950s and '60s, she and other kids played in a clubhouse next door to the company and never noticed foul odors. NEP workers, she said, would sometimes give her father empty barrels he would use as a makeshift fire pit in her family's backyard.

Andrenette Willis, better known as Miss Ann, on her porch in Ivy City. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


It was when Willis became an adult that she recalls noticing in the neighborhood an odor "like burnt rubber," though "we didn't know where it was coming from. Every now and then, we'd go out in the morning, and we'd say, 'What's that smell?'"

A developer turned the Hecht warehouse in Ivy City into high-end rental apartments. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


In more recent years, as she became aware that NEP was a chemical plant, the stench worried her enough that she has taken precautions, including not sitting on her porch. "If I smell that smell, I go back in the house," Willis said. "I don't know how it's going to affect my life."
Terrence Campbell and Jade Watkins, both 34, bought a condo two doors away from NEP in 2020 without knowing anything about the facility. Watkins, a public school teacher, said she has noticed a foul odor from time to time but never connected it to NEP until she read on the internet that the company was operating a chemical plant.
"I feel a little bamboozled because I didn't know what the company did," she said. "That could have been a deciding factor in whether we bought or not." Her husband, a web designer, said that when he leaves their condo, he has been aware of an odor but didn't think much about the origin until Empower DC organized a protest of the company last summer. "I'm not walking around a lot," he said. "When I go outside, I go straight to my car."
NEP has long been a focus of concern for Empower DC. The group, which maintains a headquarters in Ivy City, was instrumental in recent years in pushing the city to turn a vacant early-20th-century public school in the neighborhood into a community center -- a $35 million project that is now being designed.
Empower DC also was successful a dozen years ago when it mounted a legal effort to stop the administration of Mayor Vincent C. Gray from building a bus depot for D.C. to New York motor coaches on the grounds of the school, a landmarked building dedicated to Alexander Crummell, a prominent 19th-century Black minister and educator.
Now Empower DC is using similar arguments it made about the buses to press its case against NEP, accusing the company of further endangering a low-income population already exposed to intolerable levels of pollution. Parisa Norouzi, Empower DC's executive director, said the city's willingness to allow NEP to operate in its location contradicts D.C. leaders' expressions of concern about race, income and health disparities.
"They have talked the talk of racial equity, but when we come down to it, we haven't changed anything for the most impacted Black communities," Norouzi said. "What progress are we making if we grandfather the polluters into these neighborhoods? We're supposed to make changes to do better, and yet we leave these communities to have these harmful conditions."
Tommy Wells, DOEE's former director, is among those who doesn't think NEP belongs in a residential neighborhood. But he understands the obstacles that are in the D.C. government's way. As DOEE's leader, he said, he instructed agency employees to investigate whether NEP was violating city regulations, hoping that the infractions would give him reason to take action against the company.
"We couldn't find the grounds to do that," said Wells, who served eight years as the agency's chief until he stepped down in 2023. "We went in there with the idea that we didn't like it there. We didn't see them breaking the law."
Wells said one way for D.C. to deal with NEP is take over the property through eminent domain, a maneuver it has used to seize land needed for Nationals Park and for the confounding intersection known as Dave Thomas Circle in Northeast, where a Wendy's franchise stood for decades. Parker said he's considering introducing eminent domain legislation, a process that would require support from Bowser and a majority of the council. "We are looking for every opportunity to get rid of this toxic chemical plant from our community," he said.
In the meantime, Scott said she cannot move because the terms of her purchase stipulate that she cannot sell the house for its full value until she has lived there for 15 years. "I'm kind of stuck," she said. "Also, I don't want to sell it to another family and now they're living next to a chemical plant, too."
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Senate investigation shows scam victims being taxed on their stolen funds
The report includes interviews with victims and tax experts who described the cascading misfortune faced by retirees who say they feel a deep sense of betrayal.
By Michael Laris | 2024-04-11

(Tero Vesalainen/Getty Images)


Investigators from the Senate Special Committee on Aging are releasing a report Thursday detailing the cases of a dozen elderly and other scam victims facing large tax bills on the money that was stolen from them.
The report includes interviews with victims and tax experts who described the cascading misfortune faced by retirees from Pennsylvania, Ohio, Florida, Utah and California. They said getting hit twice -- first by sophisticated thieves, then by the federal government -- has left them financially devastated and with a deep sense of betrayal.
The investigation has been overseen by committee chairman Bob Casey (D-Pa.), who has made the issue a priority. The report cites the case of Larry, a Pennsylvania retiree in his 70s who received a pop-up on his computer screen while trying to get into his retirement account. A scammer impersonating a Social Security Administration official tricked him into withdrawing his retirement funds and buying cryptocurrency. He had $765,000 stolen and owed the IRS more than $220,000, "which he did not have," according to the report.
The taxes came due in his case because the IRS taxes distributions from pretax retirement accounts, even though Larry never got to spend the money because it was in the hands of the scammers. He eventually had to tap what was left of his savings and borrow from his brother to cover the tax bill.
"After over 50 years in the workforce, my retirement dreams, and any legacy to pass on to my children, have been stolen," he told committee investigators. He also appealed to Congress to pass legislation providing relief.
The investigation further illuminates a problem chronicled in December by The Washington Post, which reported on the case of Frances Sharples, a former White House scientist from Silver Spring, Md., who was scammed out of $655,000 dollars then paid more than $100,000 in taxes. The Post found a pattern of retirees, among them a Republican former church secretary from Florida, facing heavy tax burdens on stolen funds.
In 2017, Republican lawmakers voted to scale back or eliminate many itemized deductions that targeted specific groups of taxpayers. That included temporarily repealing deductions for losses from storms, fires, earthquakes -- and theft. Known as personal casualty loss deductions, they were suspended through 2025, with a few exceptions. Taxpayers with losses from presidentially declared disasters or in transactions entered into for profit still qualify for deductions.
The change, the GOP-controlled House Ways and Means Committee said in a report at the time, "makes the system simpler and fairer for all families and individuals" and would help streamline the tax code and grow the economy.
"Tax provisions like this were removed to offset the cost of lowering tax rates for everyone," a House aide told The Post last year. 
That same year, more than 100 House Republicans co-sponsored legislation to make the change permanent.
"I hope the devastation unveiled in this report helps ensure that we never make these mistakes again, and instead use the tax code to uplift working families and those in need," Casey said.
Last month, Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) introduced legislation to restore the personal casualty and theft loss deduction that was in place before the Trump-era tax cuts dramatically scaled them back.
The bill would also allow taxpayers hurt by the change, which began in 2018, to retroactively be entitled to relief.
"To me, it's simple: victims of fraud -- who often have had their life savings stolen -- should not be stuck with a tax bill and have salt rubbed in their wound," Baldwin said in a statement.
Her bill was co-sponsored by Casey and Sen. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) and follows the introduction of a House bill in January.
Democratic staff on the Special Committee on Aging spent months questioning tax experts across the country about the plight of their clients and scrutinizing shortcomings in IRS procedures meant to help taxpayers, including some the report called "complex, burdensome, and harsh."
An IRS spokesman declined to comment on the report. In a statement last year, the agency said that "questions touching on appropriate tax policy are better directed to legislators."
The report said suspending the theft loss deduction "resulted in a situation where scam victims' tax filings do not reflect their true income. ... Now, a taxpayer who has suffered a theft loss could be taxed on income they no longer have -- challenging a dominant tax principle that one's tax liability should be proportional to one's ability to pay."
Casey decried his Republican colleagues for making victims "pay taxes on their stolen savings to offset fat cat tax breaks." The report asserts that the Republican tax law "did not deliver for the middle class, while it piled on penalties for those who had responsibly saved for retirement."
Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.), the ranking Republican on the aging committee, and Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.), a member of the tax-writing Finance Committee, did not respond to requests for comment.
Congressional Republicans have previously argued that eliminating the deduction was part of a broader push to overhaul the tax code. The move helped raise the resources needed to cut corporate tax rates and make many other changes, they said, including lowering individual rates and increasing the standard deduction, which ups the amount of tax-free income families can earn.
For scam victims, though, the impacts have been felt in other ways.

Dennis and Suzy Gomas. (Family photo)


Suzy Gomas, a Florida retiree who with her husband paid the IRS hundreds of thousands of dollars following a massive scam, said the added burden of paying taxes on top of their nearly $2 million loss has been excruciating. The couple shared their story with The Post last year and were later interviewed by the committee.
"If we were young we could try to save up what we lost or at least come close," Gomas said in a text message. "Now we have no savings nor money for a rainy day so to speak. We were sentenced to the rest of our lives being in need."
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Baltimore bridge collapse could wipe out emergency federal highway fund
Maryland may jump ahead of states that have waited a decade for emergency highway funding as the government swoops in with aid after the Baltimore bridge collapse.
By Jacob Bogage | 2024-04-11

President Biden speaks in Baltimore at the site of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge on Friday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Maryland and Baltimore may jump ahead of states that have waited more than a decade for emergency highway funding, as the federal government swoops in with aid after the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge.
The Federal Highway Administration's emergency relief fund, which reimburses states for expenses to repair or reconstruct roadways after disasters, has a $2.1 billion backlog of projects and only $890 million on hand, according to data obtained by The Washington Post.
That money is not paid on a first-come, first-served basis, leaving some states waiting years to be made whole after a disaster. Baltimore's needs could both move to the top of the list and also wipe out the money left in the FHWA's emergency account, pressing Congress into urgent action to replenish the agency's coffers.
"We have to come to realization that it needs to be tripled, quadrupled, just to have that money ready so we're not debating it while one of our key arteries is broken," Rep. Mike Quigley (Ill.), the top Democrat on the House Appropriations transportation subcommittee, said in an interview. "We have to be honest with ourselves. This fund always needs more money. It's critical for people, for our economy, for safety. And now, this should be bipartisan. I hope it will be."
Maryland could require more than $1 billion to rebuild the Key Bridge, which collapsed on March 26 after it was struck by the massive container ship Dali. But state and federal officials still aren't sure of the exact needs -- 12,000 tons of steel and concrete still lie at the bottom of the murky Patapsco River, and 5,000 tons lie atop the grounded Dali, according to the Army Corps of Engineers.
Federal transportation officials have already given Maryland $60 million in "quick release" funding to divert traffic away from the roadway and assist other highways that are absorbing the nearly 30,000 vehicles that traversed the bridge each day.
President Biden immediately after the collapse said the federal government should pay for the full cost of reopening Baltimore's shipping channel and reconstructing the bridge, consistent with past catastrophic bridge collapses, including the 2007 failure of the Interstate 35W bridge in Minnesota.
But there's a long list of other projects also waiting for federal support.
California, for instance, is still waiting on $1.5 million to recover from statewide storms in 2005, $7.4 million in highway relief funding from a 2012 rainstorm and flooding, and $722 million total, according to data obtained by The Post. Hawaii is awaiting $3.7 million from a 2012 storm, plus $77.7 million for recovery after fires ravaged Maui in 2019, and $123 million total.
"We also have a responsibility to support every other community that has been devastated by a disaster because we are all in this together. No state or county, big or small, red or blue, wealthy or not, can shoulder the burden alone," Sen Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) said on the Senate floor Wednesday. "When a disaster is so big, so catastrophic for any one state or locality to handle, it falls on the federal government to step up and help."
Puerto Rico has not been reimbursed for $257 million in highways damage from Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017. Tennessee is entitled to $61.8 million after severe storms, floods and landslides in 2019.
FHWA officials declined to comment on the record.
Some backlog in emergency roadway funding is normal. States are reimbursed for work already completed to restore highways, which means there's a natural lag as projects are finished. The FHWA pays for 90 percent of expenses for federal highways and 80 percent for state highways. The fund is automatically replenished each year with $100 million, and some repairs take years to complete, cushioning the emergency account from immediate payouts most of the time.
"The imperfect arrangement is, you will have a federal commitment to get paid at some point, but you don't know when that point is going to be," said Greg Nadeau, who served as the Federal Highways administrator in the Obama administration.
That can create struggles between states to secure that funding, he said, as each presses the case that its project is vital. Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) came to Capitol Hill on Tuesday, and is set to return Thursday, to lobby members of Congress on his state's behalf.
"For [state transportation departments], there's never enough money and there's always a need. It's really a function of budget timing and competition for resources with the rest of the government," Nadeau said.
Federal transportation officials have other avenues to funnel money to Baltimore in addition to the emergency relief fund, said Jeff Davis, senior fellow at the Eno Center for Transportation think tank. The state received $828 million from the FHWA for general highway upkeep in the 2024 fiscal year and got another $88 million specifically for bridges.
The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, one of Biden's chief legislative achievements, also created federal bridge grant programs for which Maryland would now be a strong candidate, Davis said. The state could receive between $5 billion and $6 billion in the next two fiscal years, if selected.
That 2021 law also renewed the $100 million in annual funding for the emergency relief program, but its balance is far from enough to keep the program solvent, experts and lawmakers say, and to keep enough cash on hand for both quick-release funding in the immediate aftermath of disasters and long-term funding to rebuild crucial roadways.
"There are lots of other states of all political persuasions that rely on that fund, so we look forward to working together on a bipartisan basis to making sure that fund is available for all those projects," Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.) said Tuesday.
Congress has appropriated $11.5 billion for the FHWA emergency fund since 2011, including $800 million most recently in 2022, according to the Congressional Research Service. Biden in October sought $634 million for the fund as part of a larger spending request that included money for child care, broadband access and energy security priorities.
That request hasn't yet passed Congress, but it could gain momentum as lawmakers look to tackle a growing number of spending concerns, including some that have gotten more acute since October. The Affordable Connectivity Program, which has helped roughly 23 million American households receive free or heavily discounted high-speed internet, is set to expire at the end of the month, and it is a major funding priority for some Democrats, including many in the Maryland delegation.
That has the potential to complicate the funding picture for Baltimore. Senate Republicans and the new House Appropriations chair are broadly in favor of aid for Maryland and new federal highways funding, but skeptical of authorizing resources for other programs.
"This is not just a local or regional problem, this is a national problem because of the amount of trade that goes through the port. I think we need to be supportive," Sen. John Boozman (R-Ark.) said Tuesday. " ... But I think we need to stick to what's at hand. There's all kinds of things that could go in there, but that's where people get upset when you put all those other things that are unrelated in there."
Erin Cox and Tony Romm contributed to this report.
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D.C.-area forecast: Gusty downpours today and staying windy into the weekend
There could be a few thunderstorms late today or tonight that turn severe.
By David Streit | 2024-04-11
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
5/10: Heavier showers arrive later today and help to wash all the pollen away.
A storm system lifts from the South into our area today, bringing plenty of Gulf moisture. This makes for a showery afternoon and the possibility for some heavy downpours and storms tonight. Gusty winds are persistent even into the weekend, but the showers depart. Mild temperatures are steadfast.
Today (Thursday): Clouds thicken in the morning with a few isolated showers. By afternoon, showers increase, with possible thunderstorms producing locally heavy downpours. Winds out of the southeast gust to 25 mph. Highs still manage to reach the upper 60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Showers and storms are possible intermittently overnight and a severe storm with damaging winds or even a brief tornado somewhere in the region isn't out of the question. Some heavy downpours and an isolated instance of flooding also cannot be ruled out. Lows drop into the mid- to upper 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Clouds are abundant but showers are much more scattered in nature. Winds shift to come out of the west but still gust up to 30 mph. Cooler air starts to move into the area, but highs still reach the mid- to upper 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Isolated showers quickly taper off, but winds from the west remain blustery. Lows dip to the mid- to upper 40s. Confidence: Medium-High

Predicted rainfall through Friday from the National Weather Service. (WeatherBell) 


At last, skies quickly clear on Saturday morning, but breezes remain brisk. Highs are pleasantly in the mid- to upper 60s. Overnight cools off quickly under clear skies with lows in the mid- to upper 40s. Confidence: Medium-High
A weak storm zips out of the Great Lakes on Sunday just to our north. This leads to yet another breezy day, but clouds should remain scattered to broken through the day with just a slight shower risk overnight. Highs reach the low to mid-70s, and lows dip into the mid- to upper 50s. Confidence: Medium
Monday returns to mainly sunny skies and less breezy for a change. The sun is climbing high enough in the skies these days to potentially push a few spots up to 80, but most highs settle in the mid- to upper 70s. Confidence: Medium
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1 killed, 5 wounded in Northeast D.C. shooting
The shooting unfolded in the 1100 block of 21st Street NE in the Carver Langston neighborhood just after 6 p.m., according to D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith. 
By Clarence Williams | 2024-04-11

Community members react after a shooting in the Carver Langston neighborhood of D.C. on Wednesday. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


One person was killed and five people -- including two boys -- were wounded in a shooting early Wednesday evening in Northeast Washington, police said.
The incident unfolded in the 1100 block of 21st Street in the Carver Langston neighborhood just after 6 p.m., according to D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith. Officials said two assailants got out of a car and opened fire into a crowd.
Responding officers found five victims wounded in the area -- a 9-year-old boy, a woman and three men, Smith said. One man died of his wounds and the other victims were taken to hospitals, Smith said. The surviving victims are believed to have suffered non-life-threatening injuries.
A short time later, a 12-year-old boy, who investigators think was wounded in the attack, arrived at a hospital with non-life-threatening injuries, Smith said.
Officials released images captured by surveillance cameras of a gray or light-blue four-door sedan with paper license tags and heavily tinted windows, Smith said.
Police did not immediately know what prompted the attack.
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Japan will give the U.S. 250 new cherry trees to plant at Tidal Basin
Many of the new trees will be planted in Washington at the Tidal Basin, where some existing trees will be removed for a construction project to repair sea walls.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-04-11

The Tidal Basin on March 27. (Kevin Ambrose for The Washington Post)


The blooms on the 3,000 cherry trees Japan gave to the United States more than a century ago have become a quintessential marker of spring in the nation's capital.
Now, Japan is sending 250 more cherry trees to Washington, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said Wednesday during a visit to the White House. Many of the trees, a gift Kishida said would commemorate the United States' 250th anniversary in two years, will be planted at the Tidal Basin near the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial.
President Biden said the trees "are timeless, inspiring and thriving," like the U.S.-Japan relationship.
The announcement comes about a month after the National Park Service said it will remove 300 trees, including 158 cherry trees, around the Tidal Basin and West Potomac Park during a project to repair crumbling sea walls. One of the trees being removed on the south side of the Tidal Basin is known as Stumpy. The trunk of the hollow tree is in advanced stages of decay.
The sea wall restoration will require fencing and construction equipment to be placed around some of the cherry trees for the next three years, Park Service officials have said. It is one part of rehabilitation projects happening on the National Mall ahead of the 250th anniversary, according to the Park Service.
When Kishida learned that some of the trees will be replaced after the construction, he decided to gift the 250 new trees, he said Wednesday. Three of those trees have already been planted on the White House lawn, including one placed by first lady Jill Biden and Kishida's wife, Yuko, last year.

First lady Jill Biden and Yuko Kishida, wife of Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, head out to plant a cherry tree on the White House grounds on April 17, 2023. (Susan Walsh/AP)


The Kishidas traveled to the White House this week and attended a state dinner Wednesday night -- the first held for a Japanese prime minister in nine years. Kishida and Biden are expected to discuss future military and defense coordination.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida addressed congress on April 11. He remembered childhood years living in Queens, NY and offered a gift of new cherry trees.


Kishida noted the longevity of the D.C. cherry trees, some of which are 112 years old. Cherry trees typically live about 60 years. The prime minister credited "the cherry tree guardians" with keeping the plants thriving.
"Just as the local residents have cherished and protected these cherry trees, the Japan-U.S. relationship has been supported and nurtured by the many people who love each other's country," Kishida said.
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Muslims celebrate Eid in D.C. with focus on joy and family
While the war in Gaza has cast a shadow on Eid celebrations around the world, many at the D.C. event were focused on joy with their loved ones.

By Ellie Silverman | 2024-04-10

Lailah Abdul-Majeed, 10, looks at flowers painted around the left side of her face during Eid Fest on Wednesday at Sycamore & Oak in Congress Heights. (Ellie Silverman/The Washington Post)


Lailah Abdul-Majeed smiled at her reflection in the mirror and the purple and white flowers painted on her face. Then the 10-year-old ran across the grass to her little sister, tilting her head to show how her face sparkled in the sunlight.
"They're the same, but they look so different!" Lailah said, examining the pink flowers adorning her sister's cheek while their brother, face painted as Spider-Man, ran around them shooting imaginary webs.

After having his face painted as Spider-Man, 5-year-old Amir Abdul-Majeed gets lessons from a fellow web-swinger. (Ellie Silverman/The Washington Post)


The family was at Sycamore & Oak in Congress Heights for Eid Fest, an annual event organized by the Masjid Muhammad mosque in the nation's capital for Eid al-Fitr, the holiday marking the end of Ramadan, the Islamic holy month of fasting, prayer and evening gatherings. While the worsening crisis in the Gaza Strip has cast a shadow on celebrations around the world, those among the hundreds at the D.C. event were focused on joy with their loved ones.
The morning started with prayer and a sermon, then erupted in celebration. There was a live band, the yelps of children running through a bubble machine, kids riding scooters, and friends and family embracing each other, dressed in their best traditional abayas and thobes.

Muslims pray at Eid Fest. (Ellie Silverman/The Washington Post)


Sultan A. Muhammad, 57, of King George, Va., was grateful for the chance to pray alongside his family and so many others. But conflicts, including in Gaza, were also on his mind, he said.
"I really, really want peace across the world because nobody should have to suffer through violence," said Muhammad, adding that he spent more than three decades in the Army. "And to have that going on in a confined area such as Gaza ... it's very hard."
For Chayse Innisswatson, who converted from Christianity to Islam about a month before Ramadan, it was his first Eid. The 16-year-old of Southeast Washington said that when he prays, he feels a sense of clarity: "Bad things go away."
He struggled with grief after his best friend died a year ago in a car crash. Now, he feels comforted that his friend is with Allah. Innisswatson, who plays football at H.D. Woodson High School, said he recently received a letter from Bowie State University inviting him to a summer football camp.
"Ever since I converted, everything has been falling into place," he said. "It feels good to be surrounded by people who think the same thing as you. We are all in a sisterhood or brotherhood, we're close together. We may not all know each other, but we're Muslim -- we help each other."
Meram Mohammed, 20, sat at a table at the event as Samirah Ali decorated her hand with henna. After moving from Saudi Arabia two years ago, Mohammed felt culture shock in the United States. But over the past year, she became more comfortable expressing her faith.

Meram Mohammed, 20, places out her right hand as Samirah Ali, 34, decorates it with henna at Eid Fest. (Ellie Silverman/The Washington Post)


"If you're around the right people you feel comfortable being yourself," said Mohammed, a junior studying biology at Howard University. "You don't feel like you have to shelter yourself or hide yourself in any shape or form."
Even though Lailah loved her face paint, the most important thing about Eid was how much she improved her patience, discipline and gratitude over the last month.
"It's not all about the presents you get at the end," she said, noting that she and her siblings all got skateboards that they were excited to learn how to ride. In the past, she said, if she couldn't get the exact slushy she wanted or didn't do as well as she expected on a test, she would "rage-quit."
But during Ramadan, she worked on staying calm. Her father, Musa Abdul-Majeed, 42, said he has tried to teach his kids that observing Ramadan is an opportunity to slow down, reflect on their spirituality and bond as a family.
Nearby, 15-month-old Arlo Amrii Sha waddled toward bubbles blown from a machine, reaching his hands out to touch them as his father, Istafa Sha, 25 of Fairfax, trailed behind, snapping photos.
On days like this, Sha said he hopes his son learns the importance of community.
"This is his second Ramadan, and it just feels perfect," Sha said.
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PM Update: An isolated shower tonight, then rain odds rising through Thursday
Warm and relatively muggy conditions are likely, as well. Some thunderstorms may be strong tomorrow. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-04-10

Tulips in McPherson Square in D.C. (Cathy Landry/Flickr) 


Enough midday sunshine helped boost the area to the mid-70s and about 80 this afternoon for a second day in a row. Clouds are filling back in this evening, and we should see a good deal of them through Friday. Temperatures are expected to drop a little tomorrow, but the season is apparent thanks to higher humidity and a stormy kind of feel.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: A passing sprinkle is possible this evening, and there could be a late-night shower. With clouds around, plus higher levels of moisture here on the ground, temperatures probably won't fall much. Lows should end up near 60 or into the low 60s in many spots locally, with some upper 50s farther north and west. Winds are expected to blow from the south around 10 mph.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Clouds are many, but some breaks can happen, especially in the morning. A small chance of a shower early should turn to scattered to widespread raindrops and some rumbles in the afternoon. Timing is a bit off for a bigger thunderstorm event. Best odds of storms may come after dark, which means they'll probably diminish on approach. There could still be a few potent storms as soon as later afternoon. Highs are expected to be near or past 70, with wind gusts around 35 mph in the afternoon through evening.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Pollen update: Tree pollen remained HIGH today at 999 grains per cubic meter of air. I've noticed some yellow film on cars in the city, so air-cleansing rain will certainly be appreciated.
Rain ahead: About a tenth- to a quarter-inch of rain can be expected Thursday during the day, with some spots seeing perhaps about half an inch. That should double into the night as rainfall totals approach an inch in the most consistent areas of rainfall by Friday morning.

Rainfall forecast from the Weather Service through Friday morning. (weatherbell.com) 


Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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Baltimore bridge probe focused on electrical failure, NTSB chair says
Jennifer Homendy is testifying before a Senate panel and answering questions about last month's ship collision that took down Baltimore's Key Bridge.
By Michael Laris, Ian Duncan, Katie Mettler | 2024-04-10

National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy holds a news conference days after the container ship Dali struck Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge (Alex Brandon/AP)


National Transportation Safety Board investigators are focusing on electrical issues on the Dali container ship before it crashed into and destroyed Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge last month, board chair Jennifer Homendy said Wednesday on Capitol Hill.
Homendy said she and other investigators believe there is a connection between the lights going out on the ship, as seen in videos recorded just before the crash, and the vessel heading off course and into the bridge.
"That is where our focus is right now in this investigation," Homendy said, fielding questions about the tragedy from the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee during a hearing on her renomination.
The committee's chair, Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.), opened the hearing with a tribute to the six workers on the bridge who died in the accident. They are "a constant reminder of who's built our nation," she said. Cantwell then questioned Homendy about the crash of the Dali, the 985-foot Singapore-flagged container ship that took down the Key Bridge on March 26.
Homendy said investigators are working with Hyundai, which manufactured engine-room equipment used on the ship, to examine the ship's electrical power system. She said the South Korea-based company sent experts to the United States to download electrical data from the ship and look at its circuit breakers. The Dali lost power to its engines and electrical system in the moments before the collision. Homendy said investigators believe that issues with the electrical system were connected to the loss of control of the ship.
"Of course, that's preliminary," Homendy said. "It could take different roads, different paths as we continue this investigation. It's very early."
NTSB investigators are still on the scene, and Homendy said she did not expect a preliminary report on the incident to be issued until the first week of May.
"I've looked too many bereaved spouses, parents, siblings, friends and colleagues in the eye following tragedy," Homendy said. "That is why I fight so hard for change, why everyone at the NTSB does."
That NTSB investigation is proceeding even as intricate and dangerous work continues in efforts to clear the blocked shipping channel and recover the bodies of workers killed in the collapse. During a news briefing hours after the hearing, Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) and other officials from the incident response team said salvagers are working to lift massive containers from the bow of the Dali to gain access to and eventually remove the bridge trusses that fell there.
Separately, work crews and dive teams are evaluating how to access and remove large chunks of steel that fell in the main channel. Officials said some of that wreckage has embedded in the muddy floor of the river, forcing crews to dig to reach and cut it.
Moore said removing materials above the water's surface is complex, but "what's even more complicated is what we don't see."
Federal investigators have said their probe includes interviews with the ship's captain as well as two pilots who were at the vessel's controls when it experienced power problems. The ship moved off course, past modest protective barriers and into a critical pier that bridge engineers said was not built to withstand such a massive force.
During the hearing, Homendy said transportation agencies that manage bridges ought to be considering whether the protections they have in place are adequate to address the changes in the shipping industry.
"If I was a state and the Department of Transportation, that's what I'd be looking at now," she said. "Are these bridges protected for the types of traffic that is going through now?"
Moore was at the Capitol on Tuesday trying to help lock in funds that President Biden promised after the tragedy. During the visit, Moore appealed to the "patriotic responsibility" of members of Congress to support the state's swift recovery and rebuilding. He reiterated that request during his news briefing, inviting federal lawmakers to make the short trip from Washington to Baltimore to see for themselves what is at stake.
During Homendy's renomination hearing earlier in the day, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), the top Republican on the committee, said the federal government "needs to help rebuild the bridge," but he said it would be sensible to include legal protections to make sure taxpayers are made whole after what is likely to be years of court cases.
Cruz said he hopes the rebuilding of the Key Bridge is not subject to the "bureaucratic dithering and delays" that have accompanied other recent projects. He also pressed for speed in reopening the shipping channel, saying he cannot help but think that China "would have cleared the wreckage in days."
In addition to heading to Baltimore and boarding the disabled ship, Homendy has been on the ground as part of NTSB investigations into a succession of transportation tragedies.
They include a helicopter crash that killed Kobe Bryant, his daughter Gianna and seven others in 2020, and an incident earlier this year involving a blown-out door plug on a Boeing 737 Max 9, which caused no fatalities but underscored questions about manufacturing and safety at the aerospace giant. Homendy also has focused on efforts to cut the nation's road deaths, which totaled more than 40,000 last year.
Homendy served on the staff of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee before becoming a member of the NTSB in 2018 and taking over as its chair in 2021.
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'Shocking' failures led to shooting of Richneck teacher by 6-year-old 
A report was released from a special grand jury empaneled to examine whether any security lapses contributed to the shooting of a Richneck Elementary School teacher by a 6-year-old.
By Justin Jouvenal | 2024-04-11

A former assistant principal at Richneck Elementary School in Newport News, Va., has been indicted on eight felony counts of child neglect in the case of a 6-year-old boy who shot and wounded his first-grade teacher. (Denise Lavoie/AP)


A 6-year-old boy who shot and wounded a teacher at Virginia's Richneck Elementary School last year should have been unenrolled after choking a different teacher, but basic lapses by administrators allowed him back, according to a special grand jury report released Wednesday.
The breakdown was one in a long line of failures by school administrators to act on warnings about the boy before he sneaked a gun into the Newport News school and opened fire on Abigail Zwerner, a first-grade teacher, the special grand jury wrote.
The panel's report suggested that the shooting could have been prevented, but that it also could have been much worse -- as the young shooter had a gun full of bullets with 15 students cowering around him.
"The firearm had jammed due to his lack of strength on the first shot inhibiting him from shooting Ms. Zwerner or anyone else again," the special grand jury wrote. "The firearm had a full magazine with seven additional bullets ready to fire."

Newport News Commonwealth's attorney Howard Gwynn addressed a grand jury report on April 11 about a 6-year-old boy who shot his teacher.


The 24-page special grand jury report is the most detailed public accounting to date of the shooting, which generated national attention, stirred outrage by parents and led to the ouster of the school district's superintendent. The panel found a school so poorly protected that it was vulnerable to a "probable massacre" in an active shooter situation, officials who kept secrets from parents and a lack of help for the young shooter that might have provided him a lifeline.
The 11-member panel also recommended a criminal probe of a high-ranking member of Newport News Public Schools for allegedly obstructing the investigation into the shooting, after key pieces of evidence -- the boy's disciplinary files -- went missing.
The special grand jury reserved its harshest judgments for Richneck's former assistant principal, Ebony Parker, who it found was warned three times on the day of the shooting that the boy had a weapon but failed to do anything. It indicted her on eight charges of child abuse, possibly the first time an administrator has been charged in connection with the handling of a school shooting, experts said. Her attorney did not respond to a request for comment.
"Dr. Parker's lack of response and initiative given the seriousness of the information she had received on Jan. 6, 2023 is shocking," the panel wrote.
The special grand jury was empaneled by Newport News Commonwealth's Attorney Howard E. Gwynn to examine whether any security lapses contributed to last year's shooting, which left Zwerner struggling for her life.
The problems began almost from the start of the boy's tenure at Richneck Elementary. In kindergarten, the special grand jury found, he walked up behind a seated teacher and used his forearms to choke her. She had to be rescued by an assistant.
Even so, school officials did not create a behavioral plan for the boy, and administrators eventually decided he was to attend a different school, the report found. But by first grade, the boy was back at Richneck despite the fact he had never finished kindergarten.
Parker told a first-grade teacher that the boy's mother had taken him to Chicago for school, but the story was never verified, according to the report. The boy was placed in Zwerner's class, despite the previous plan for him to go elsewhere.
The report found the boy began exhibiting troubling behaviors again.
School officials created a special-education program for him, and his parents were allowed to attend classes with him, but the special grand jury found that the school never performed a background check on the father, who had a criminal record, or told other parents in the class the father was in the classroom.
It was one of many safety lapses, the report found. The school did not have a full-time school resource officer, second-grade classrooms did not have doors or permanent walls, and the front-door buzzer was broken for weeks, which prevented police officers from quickly entering the school after the shooting. They were forced to bang on the doors until a janitor let them into the building.
Shortly before the shooting, the boy was suspended from school after smashing Zwerner's phone. Upon his return, the lapses and failures reached a climax on the morning and afternoon of Jan. 6, 2023, when the boy brought his mother's gun to school.
The special grand jury found that Zwerner warned Parker that day that the boy was in a "violent mood" and threatened to beat up a kindergartner, but that Parker did nothing. Zwerner claims it was one of several moments that Parker might have intervened to prevent the shooting.
"Dr. Parker did not respond," the grand jury wrote. "Dr. Parker did not look away from her computer screen."
Shortly after, a reading specialist was walking down the hallway at Richneck when two students ran up to her and told her the boy had a gun in his backpack, according to the report. The reading specialist questioned the shooter, but he denied having a gun and wouldn't let the teacher search his backpack. The reading specialist reported what students told her to Parker, who again didn't do anything, the report found.
Around 12:30 p.m., Zwerner was lining her students up for recess when she noticed the boy put something in his pocket. Zwerner told the reading specialist, who searched the boy's backpack but did not find the gun.
The reading specialist spoke to Parker again, this time relaying what Zwerner had witnessed, but Parker said the boy had "little pockets," implying that he couldn't have a gun. After recess, a scared student told another first-grade teacher that the boy had told him he had a gun and showed him bullets on the playground, the report found.
That teacher also notified Parker, who allegedly responded that the student's backpack had already been searched. Finally, 20 minutes before the shooting, a guidance counselor asked to search the boy for the weapon, but Parker told him to hold off because his mother would be there soon.
Around 2 p.m., the boy pulled out the gun in Zwerner's classroom and fired at her, striking her hand and chest. "Ms. Zwerner looked down to see a pool of blood forming," the special grand jury wrote.
The children bolted across the hallway to another classroom, where a student who had reported the boy was waiting.
"I told you," the student said. "I tried to keep you safe. I told you."
A receptionist in the office announced a lockdown, and Parker and the school's principal, Briana Foster Newton, went into their offices and shut their doors, according to the report. The special grand jury report concluded that Foster Newton was never made aware about the warnings about the gun.
Zwerner eventually rushed into the office and collapsed. A grandmother tried to stanch her wounds before she was taken to the hospital. A boy crouched behind a copier to hide and was crying. A teacher rushed into Zwerner's classroom and restrained the shooter until police arrived.
The special grand jury described the school's post-shooting response as "chaos." Parents found out about the shooting via the news and social media and rushed to the scene. The school only sent notices to parents hours later.
The problems continued to pile up. The special grand jury described school officials and the Newport News School District as "frankly insensitive" to the trauma families suffered and said the district denied most parent requests for students to be transferred to other schools.
When law enforcement began investigating the shooting, they executed a search warrant for the shooter's disciplinary records but couldn't find the two files at the school, even though every other child's file was there.
LaQuiche Parrott, the director of elementary school leadership for the district, eventually returned one of the files, but the special grand jury said it was missing all of its disciplinary records, including documentation about the choking incident in kindergarten. The other file was never located.
Parrott told the special grand jury that she could not recall how she got the file, according to the report. The special grand jury found Parrott's testimony "highly suspicious" and wrote she should be investigated for obstruction of justice. Parrott did not respond to a request for comment.
Parker is scheduled to appear in Newport News Circuit Court on Thursday morning. She resigned from Richneck after the shooting. Prosecutors have said they do not intend to charge the boy because of his age. He is now living with his grandfather.
Deja Taylor, the boy's mother, was convicted of firearms violations and child neglect in federal and state courts after the shooting. Taylor admitted to lying about her marijuana use on her background check to purchase the gun used in the shooting and failing to keep the weapon from her son. She is serving time in prison.
The special grand jury began taking testimony in September. It heard from 19 witnesses, amassed hundreds of pages of documents and obtained videos to compile its report. Under Virginia law, special grand juries have broad powers to investigate.
"The grand jury report reveals a systemic failure that led to the shooting of Abby Zwerner," Zwerner's attorneys said in a statement. "Most shocking is the apparent cover up of disciplinary records before and after the shooting. We are grateful for the work of the special grand jury and the answers they have provided this community."
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Pitchers are buckling and breaking across baseball. What is to blame?
The full list of injured MLB pitchers reads like a Cy Young ballot for an entire generation.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-04-10

Spencer Strider is out with an elbow injury. (Gerald Herbert/AP) 


The 2023 American League Cy Young Award winner, Gerrit Cole, is on the injured list with elbow trouble. The 2022 AL Cy Young winner, Justin Verlander, is out with shoulder inflammation. The 2021 AL Cy Young winner, Robbie Ray, will miss the first half of the season as he makes his way back from Tommy John surgery. The 2020 AL Cy Young winner, Shane Bieber, just learned he will miss a year or more because his elbow needs surgery, too.
That list barely hints at the scale of what has become a full-fledged pitcher injury epidemic, one forcing Major League Baseball to confront the realities of an era in which velocity, spin rate and swing-and-misses are chased with unprecedented myopia and rewarded with unprecedented payouts.
The full list of injured pitchers reads like a Cy Young ballot for an entire generation, packed with once-promising stars who never fully returned to form and established names who will have to bounce back to remain in pitching's upper echelon.
In the past week alone, Framber Valdez, Spencer Strider, Jonathan Loaisiga, Nick Pivetta, Eury Perez and Bieber joined the club of pitchers who will miss time because of elbow injuries or surgeries. That club already included Cole, Ray, Shohei Ohtani, Jacob deGrom, Sandy Alcantara, Kyle Bradish, John Means, Luis Garcia, Lucas Giolito, Felix Bautista, Shane McClanahan, German Marquez, Liam Hendriks, Tyler Mahle, Jeffrey Springs and Shane Baz.
But expand the parameters to include injuries of any kind, and the true range of the epidemic becomes clearer: Verlander, Max Scherzer, Brandon Woodruff, Clayton Kershaw, Kodai Senga, Eduardo Rodriguez, Josiah Gray and Justin Steele are on the injured list. It is easier to list aces who are healthy than it is to list those who aren't, but that would risk tempting fate: The reality of elite pitching in 2024 is that, even for the healthiest of aces, injury seems like just a matter of time.

Shane Bieber, the 2020 AL Cy Young winner, needs Tommy John surgery. (Lindsey Wasson/AP) 


Though the problem is escalating, it is not new. For the past decade or so, MLB has seen the number of Tommy John surgeries required by its pitchers rise steadily. Ten years ago, renowned orthopedic surgeon James Andrews declared the rising prevalence of the procedure, which repairs the ulnar collateral ligament in the elbow, "an epidemic." It has only grown since. When Andrews announced his retirement earlier this year, he summed up his explanation in an interview with MLB.com: "These kids are throwing 90 miles per hour their junior year of high school. The ligament itself can't withstand that kind of force. We've learned in our research lab that baseball is a developmental sport. The Tommy John ligament matures at about age 26. In high school, the red line where the forces go beyond the tensile properties of the ligament is about 80 miles per hour."
MLB is conducting a wide-ranging study of pitchers at all levels to examine the origins of the issue and help develop recommendations to address it, according to a spokesman. That study is not expected to be completed before the end of this year.
The cause of the problem, most pitchers and baseball insiders agree, is multifaceted -- though one would not know it from the way MLB and the players union have recently engaged on the matter. The union issued a statement last week offering concerns that the pitch clock, implemented before last year and shortened ahead of this one, is causing the jump in injuries because pitchers do not have enough time to prepare for each pitch.
MLB fired back in a statement of its own that cited a study conducted by Johns Hopkins, which has yet to be published, that it says found no evidence of correlation between pace and injury. MLB also scolded the union, saying its statement "ignores the empirical evidence and much more significant long-term trend, over multiple decades, of velocity and spin increases that are highly correlated with arm injuries."

Justin Verlander is dealing with shoulder inflammation. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP) 


But while the governing bodies point fingers, players seem more than capable of understanding that the problem is nuanced and difficult to solve. When he addressed reporters after a rehab outing last week, Verlander said that while it was easy to blame something like the pitch clock, "in reality, you put everything together, and everything has a little bit of influence."
"The biggest thing, the style of pitching has changed so much. Everybody is throwing the ball as hard as they can and spinning the ball as hard as they can. It's hard to deny those results, obviously," Verlander said. "It's a double-edged sword. How can you tell somebody to go out there and not to do that when they're capable of throwing 100? A young guy comes up, throws one 95 and gives up a big homer, everyone's like, 'What the hell, man?' "
The emphasis on velocity and spin rate at the major league level trickles into the offseason, too. Oakland veteran Alex Wood posted a thread on X in which he said the fact that pitchers throwing at moderate and high intensity through the offseason -- presumably to maintain or build velocity and spin rate -- is "being overlooked" in the discussion about injuries.
"When I first came into professional baseball in 2012 as soon as the season ended I usually wouldn't touch a baseball until at least December and I definitely wouldn't be [throwing] off a mound until at least sometime in January. I knew a few veteran players (All Star types) that wouldn't even throw their first bullpen until they got to spring training in February!!" Wood wrote. "If you told a young player today that they had to take 8-10 weeks off throwing in the offseason and couldn't touch a mound until at least the middle of January they would think you were crazy."
MLB has sought to address the changing approach to pitching many times over the past few years. It cracked down on sticky substances, used to better grip the baseball, to limit skyrocketing spin rates. It implemented a three-batter minimum to prevent relentless matching up late in games. But at times, the concern has felt more aesthetic than health-related: The starting pitcher used to define games, to serve as the big draw, eat innings and ensure there weren't more pitching changes late in games than runs scored.

Gerrit Cole is on the injured list. (Charlie Neibergall/AP) 


MLB and its players discussed several solutions to this problem during their most recent collective bargaining negotiations. Scherzer, for one, was a proponent of the double hook -- take out the starting pitcher, lose the designated hitter -- a rule he and others believe would force teams to leave starters in longer. That idea, like many others, remains on the table.
Yet the problem is not just that teams are pulling starters earlier in favor of high-octane relievers but also that more and more starters are not as capable of pitching late into games when given the chance. The same problem exists when it comes to rules limiting the number of pitchers a team can carry: The goal of such a rule is to force teams to leave pitchers in longer because they have fewer options to replace them. Pitchers knowing they need to pitch longer, the thinking goes, would limit the number of pitches they throw with max effort so they can throw more pitches overall, which could reduce strain.
But many of today's elite pitchers became elite largely by building themselves and their repertoires around maximizing spin rates and velocity. Those who have had success and earned big checks one way seem unlikely to dial things back voluntarily. And if they do, more change could mean more injury risk. Changing how teams can use pitchers does not guarantee those pitchers will change how they pitch.
What, then, could actually solve the problem? One option would be to limit how hard pitchers can throw or limit how much spin their pitches can have. If a pitch is over 100 mph, for example, it's a ball. If a fastball has a spin rate above 2,500 revolutions per minute, it's a ball. The idea is, at the moment, as uncomfortable as it is unrealistic. But drastic change might be needed.
While no one aches for billionaire owners losing millions in salary to pitchers who cannot pitch, fan bases do ache for rotations picked apart by injuries year after year. Winning the World Series requires winning the war of pitching attrition, which often means playing the biggest games of the season without the starters paid to pitch them. As data has forced the industry to redefine elite pitching ability, it also has diminished the definition of durability. The pitcher injury epidemic has reached crisis proportions, and a vaccine is nowhere in sight.
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Nationals drop series finale to Giants as Patrick Corbin struggles again
The veteran left-hander pitches into the sixth but gives up seven runs and sees his ERA rise to 8.44 as the Nationals are denied their first sweep of the season.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-04-11

The Nationals' Eddie Rosario is tagged out on a stolen base attempt by the Giants' Thairo Estrada during Wednesday's game. (Thearon W. Henderson/Getty Images)


SAN FRANCISCO -- As center fielder Jacob Young tracked Nick Ahmed's line drive to the warning track Wednesday afternoon, it seemed the second inning would soon be over. The ball landed in his glove -- for a brief moment. Washington Nationals left-hander Patrick Corbin began his walk toward the visiting dugout at Oracle Park, believing he still had a one-run lead.
But Young's momentum sent him crashing into the center field wall. The ball trickled out of his glove, and Matt Chapman scored from first while Ahmed breezed into third for a triple. When Tyler Fitzgerald tacked on an RBI single in the next at-bat, the San Francisco Giants had a lead they never relinquished, eventually handing the Nationals a 7-1 loss in the finale of a three-game series.
Corbin was charged with seven earned runs in the loss, leaving his ERA at 8.44 after three starts.
"Tough play by Jacob. He did a great job," Manager Dave Martinez said. "If holds on to that ball, we're out of the inning. Then [Corbin] gives up three runs. They did hit a few balls hard, but a lot of dinkers. But the miscues cost us some runs. His line won't look good. But I thought he pitched better than what his line said."
That line: 52/3 innings, 11 hits and two strikeouts. He didn't walk a batter.
The Nationals entered Wednesday looking for a sweep after taking the first two games of the series behind strong starts from Trevor Williams and Joan Adon, who was optioned out ahead of Wednesday's game. Catcher Drew Millas was recalled to take his place, then optioned out after going 1 for 3 with a stolen base.
Keibert Ruiz, the regular starting catcher, was sick and missed the past two games, but Martinez said he should be available by Friday at Oakland. The roster machinations sprung from Josiah Gray's trip to the IL, necessitating Adon's recall; that spot in the rotation does not come back up again until Monday.
First baseman Joey Gallo gave Corbin an early 1-0 lead with a second-inning homer, his third. But Corbin couldn't stay out of trouble in the bottom of the inning, giving up three runs once the ball left Ahmed's bat.
Corbin has been haunted by one crooked number in each of his three starts. The 34-year-old allowed three runs in the fifth inning of first start in Cincinnati, then three in the second inning of his second start Friday against Philadelphia.
Young shouldered the blame Wednesday.
"You have to take it all the way to the ground, kind of like football," Young said. "Wanted to secure it and get us out of that inning. It hurts when you give up a couple more and you feel like it's on you there. I just wanted to get Corbin out of that inning, and it sucks that ball was able to fall. It kind of snowballed after."
Corbin jammed Fitzgerald and broke his bat, but the ball found grass in left field. The Nationals appeared to have Fitzgerald picked off in the ensuing at-bat, but Gallo's poor throw to second allowed Fitzgerald to slide in safely. He eventually scored on an RBI single from Austin Slater to make it 3-1.
Corbin got just three whiffs on 46 swings by the Giants, who were aggressive early in the count. Corbin threw his slider only six times, even though it's the pitch that generates the most swings-and-misses. He felt he could have thrown it more.
The lack of whiffs has been a persistent problem for Corbin, who is in the final year of his six-year, $140 million deal. His whiff percentage has dropped significantly since 2019, the last season his ERA was under 4.
Ahmed was a problem for Corbin all afternoon. To open the fifth inning, he hit a ball back to Corbin that the pitcher felt he should've caught. Instead, it bounced off his glove and Ahmed reached, sparking a two-run inning. In the sixth, Ahmed ripped Corbin's first offering back up the middle with two outs to score Chapman again, making it 6-1.
"Just one of those days where really none of the plays kind of went our way," Corbin said. "They put up some runs early and were able to hold the lead."
When righty Hunter Harvey took a 95-mph comebacker off his palm Tuesday night, he was adamant that his left hand was broken. His glove came off his hand as he attempted to retrieve the ball and throw out the runner. But he slipped and fell on his hand again.
In the immediate aftermath, Harvey said his wrist and fingertips were numb. The feeling in his hand didn't return as he paced around the field.
Harvey wanted to stay in the game but ultimately left with head athletic trainer Paul Lessard. It wasn't until 40 minutes later that the feeling returned. X-rays were negative Tuesday. On Wednesday morning, Harvey said it felt like a big bruise and he could pitch, but Martinez gave him the day off.
"We lucked out," Harvey said. "Hit any harder or hit anywhere else, it could've broken something -- could've been serious."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/04/10/nationals-giants-patric-corbin/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Masters 2024 live updates: Ryan Fox has solo lead during first round at Augusta
The Masters, golf's first major of the year, is underway at Augusta National Golf Club after a morning weather delay.
By Matt Bonesteel, Rick Maese, Barry Svrluga, Dan Steinberg, Cindy  Boren | 2024-04-11
The Masters, golf's first major championship, is underway at Augusta National Golf Club after a lengthy weather delay. Play began at 10:30 a.m. Eastern. There are 89 players in the field, with the favorites including 2022 winner Scottie Scheffler, four-time major winner Rory McIlroy and reigning champion Jon Rahm.
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O.J. Simpson, football great whose trial for murder became a phenomenon, dies at 76
The amiable actor and pitchman saw his legacy spiral after the murder of his ex-wife and her friend.
By Rick Maese, Glenn Frankel, Matt Schudel | 2024-04-11
O.J. Simpson, the football superstar who became a symbol of domestic violence and racial division after he was found not guilty of murdering his ex-wife and her friend in a trial that riveted the nation and had legal and cultural repercussions for years afterward, died April 10. He was 76.
The cause was cancer, according to a post from his family on the social media platform X. Additional details were not immediately available.
Mr. Simpson had served nine years of a 33-year sentence for kidnapping and armed robbery unconnected to the death of his ex-wife before he was released in October 2017 from the Lovelock Correctional Center outside Reno.
It was a stunning downfall for a man who had risen from a poor neighborhood in San Francisco to become one of the greatest running backs in football history, an actor in more than 20 Hollywood movies, a corporate pitchman -- sprinting through airports for Hertz Rent-a-Car in his most memorable television commercials -- and a TV sports commentator. He had good looks, a warm smile and a poised manner that made him a popular sports media personality long after his playing days had ended.
The double-murder charges shattered his reputation as a high-achieving, amiable star.
He was accused of killing Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman in a brutal knife attack on the walkway outside her townhouse in the fashionable Brentwood section of Los Angeles in June 1994. Combining issues of race, sex and celebrity, the murders and their aftermath quickly became what Time magazine called "the Godzilla of tabloid stories."

Appearing at a parole hearing in July 2017 for his 2008 armed-robbery conviction, O.J. Simpson pleaded his case for early release.


Bloodstains and other physical evidence linked him to the crime, but in 1995 a mostly Black jury accepted the defense team's claim that Mr. Simpson had been framed by racist Los Angeles police. Members of the jury took less than three hours to acquit him following a marathon eight-month trial that was nationally televised and pervaded by a circus atmosphere.
The verdict triggered a public outpouring of emotion and reflected the deep gap in perceptions and experience between many Blacks and Whites when it came to racism and police conduct. Those gaps were still painfully evident decades later during protests and riots over the police killings of unarmed Black males in Missouri, New York, Minnesota and elsewhere, which led to the Black Lives Matter movement.
The Simpson case "showed that when it came to law enforcement and belief in the police and the judicial system, Black people and White people in 1995 lived in different countries, and that was something that the country really didn't want to be reminded of," author and legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin told "Frontline," the PBS documentary program. "This case sure brought it home."
Toobin, who commented on television about the trial and later became a high-profile author and journalist, was one of many figures in law and the media who came to public attention during the Simpson trial. Others included legal analysts Harvey Levin, who later launched the celebrity news website TMZ.com, and Greta Van Susteren, who became a cable-news host.

A white Ford Bronco, driven by Al Cowlings and carrying O.J. Simpson, is trailed by police cars in a low-speed chase on a freeway in Los Angeles in 1994. (Joseph R. Villarin/AP)



O.J. Simpson reacts to the not-guilty verdict in his murder trial with his lawyers F. Lee Bailey, left, and Johnnie L. Cochran Jr., right. (Myung J. Chun/AFP/Getty Images)


Hollywood hanger-on Brian "Kato" Kaelin, who lived in a bungalow on Mr. Simpson's property, became a short-lived sensation and offered four days of rambling, colorful testimony before he was declared a hostile witness. When prosecutor Marcia Clark suggested he had moved into Mr. Simpson's guesthouse to further his acting career, Kaelin replied, "I don't think we were going for the same parts."
Mr. Simpson's legal defense team included his primary attorney, the colorful and persuasive Johnnie L. Cochran Jr., and Robert Kardashian, whose family went on to become media gossip fodder for decades.
Although Mr. Simpson was found not guilty in the criminal trial, the Goldman and Brown families in 1997 won a $33.5 million civil judgment against him from a predominantly White jury. Because it was a civil trial, a unanimous vote was not required to find that he was liable for the murders.
Shunned by corporate sponsors and pursued by creditors, Mr. Simpson sought to maintain his affluent lifestyle with a series of increasingly desperate moneymaking schemes. The last was an organized raid at gunpoint in 2007 to rob two memorabilia dealers in a Las Vegas hotel room; Mr. Simpson claimed the two were seeking to sell stolen personal items from his sports and movie careers. It led to his arrest, trial, conviction and a sentence of 33 years for kidnapping and armed robbery.

O.J. Simpson during a college football game in Los Angeles. (AP)


Orenthal James Simpson was born in San Francisco on July 9, 1947, and raised in the tough Potrero Hill section. He suffered from rickets when he was 2 and wore leg braces made by his mother until he was 5, but he grew into a strapping and unruly teenager with a penchant for violence.
He joined the Persian Warriors gang and was suspended from school several times. "I was in a lot of street fights," he recalled later. "Maybe because I usually won."
Thanks in large part to the determination of his mother, who worked the graveyard shift as a hospital orderly while raising four children, Mr. Simpson graduated from high school in 1965. His raw athletic ability made him a football standout, but his teams were too mediocre and his grades too poor to attract the interest of big-time college sports programs.
Instead, he entered City College of San Francisco, where he broke records for junior college football. He was accepted into the University of Southern California in 1967. He grew to 6-feet-1 and more than 200 pounds, and his combination of speed and power impressed coach John McKay.
Mr. Simpson reportedly ran the 100-yard dash in 9.3 seconds -- the world record was 9.1 -- and as a member of USC's track team, he was part of a 440-yard relay team that set a world record of 38.6 seconds in 1967.
On the gridiron, Mr. Simpson immediately drew attention as one of the finest running backs in the country. In 1967, his 64-yard run in the fourth quarter gave his team a 21-20 victory over UCLA in one of the most dramatic college games of all time. USC went on to a 14-3 Rose Bowl victory over Indiana and finished the season with the country's No. 1 ranking.
The following year, Mr. Simpson won the Maxwell Award and Heisman Trophy as the nation's best college player. He led the country in rushing both seasons, with 1,543 yards in 1967 and 1,880 yards in 1968. He averaged 5.1 yards per carry during the two years and scored 36 touchdowns in 22 games.
"Most experts," Sport magazine declared, "are rating O.J. Simpson as the greatest running back in the history of college football."

O.J. Simpson's signed jersey from the University of Southern California is displayed in the auction house of Butterfield and Butterfield in 1999. (Jill Connelly/AP)



O.J. Simpson strides over teammates during a football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in Buffalo in 1977. (AP)



Joe Namath and O.J. Simpson stand in front of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, one day before their official induction in 1985. (Mark Duncan/AP)


Along the way, he married Marguerite Whitney, his high school girlfriend, and had three children. He bought his mother her first house when he was in his early 20s.
Mr. Simpson, nicknamed "The Juice," was the first selection in the 1969 draft and signed with the lowly Buffalo Bills. He spent three losing seasons in Buffalo until coach Lou Saban arrived and built the offense around his speedy running back. Under Saban, Mr. Simpson ran for more than 1,000 yards for five straight years and won four NFL rushing titles.
"O.J. has great speed, darting quickness," Saban told Time magazine in 1973. "He is not a slashing runner; he has an elusiveness that is all his own. He is simply O.J. and lives in his own world when he has the ball."
In 1973, Mr. Simpson set a single-game NFL record by gaining 250 yards against the New England Patriots in the season's opening game. In the next-to-last game of the season, also against the Patriots, Mr. Simpson rushed for 219 yards on a snow-covered field.
In the season finale, against the New York Jets, he gained 200 yards to finish with a total of 2,003, breaking Jim Brown's record of 1,863 yards, set in 1963. He was the first player in pro football history to run for more than 2,000 yards in a season. (Today, an NFL regular season consists of 17 games; in Mr. Simpson's time, it was 14.)
He finished his NFL career in 1979 after two seasons with his hometown San Francisco 49ers, retiring with 11,236 rushing yards, second-most in history at the time. He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame six years later.

O.J. Simpson and his sister Carmelita Durio arrive for the verdict in his Las Vegas kidnapping and robbery trial in 2008. (Jae C. Hong/Pool/Reuters)


Mr. Simpson was more than just an outstanding football player. His genial public manner made him one of the country's best-known and best-liked media personalities. His 20 films included comic roles in "The Naked Gun" and two sequels, plus supporting roles in "The Towering Inferno," "The Cassandra Crossing" and "Capricorn One." He had a cameo appearance as an African man in the 1977 TV miniseries "Roots."
In 1983, Mr. Simpson joined ABC's "Monday Night Football" crew, working alongside broadcaster Howard Cosell and two former football stars, Frank Gifford and Don Meredith.
But the affable public persona concealed a turbulent and at times brutal private life. Mr. Simpson met a blond 18-year-old waitress named Nicole Brown in 1977 when she was just out of high school, and they started living together the following year while he was still married.
Mr. Simpson and Marguerite divorced in 1979, and he and Nicole were married in 1985.
It was a tempestuous relationship. Mr. Simpson was reputedly a serial womanizer who couldn't resist boasting of his many sexual conquests, but there was evidence that he descended into jealous rages regarding his wife. Nicole Simpson made at least eight 911 calls to police for protection. In 1985, she called for help, saying Mr. Simpson had smashed her car windshield with a baseball bat.

O.J. Simpson with his wife, Marguerite; daughter Arnelle, 4; and son Jason, 2, in 1973. (AP and Mickey Osterreicher)



O.J. Simpson with his ex-wife Nicole Simpson and their children, Sydney, 9, and Justin, 6, in 1994. (Fred Prouser/Reuters)


A more severe incident came on New Year's Day 1989. Nicole Simpson called 911 at about 3 a.m., and when a police car arrived she jumped from the bushes outside their house wearing only a bra and sweatpants. Police reported that she had a black eye, cut lip and purple bruises on her face and neck.
"He's going to kill me, he's going to kill me!" she cried.
A furious Mr. Simpson emerged from the house dressed in a bathrobe. The police officers told him he was under arrest but allowed him to go inside to change his clothes. He stormed out again a few minutes later, hopped in his Bentley and sped off. Police did not pursue him, nor did they charge him with resisting arrest.
Mr. Simpson was fined and placed on probation after pleading guilty to spousal battery. Three months later, NBC Sports signed him to a new broadcast contract.
Nicole Simpson left her husband in January 1992 and obtained a divorce in October. But within months, they were dating again. In October 1993, she called 911 once more, this time pleading for police help because she said Mr. Simpson had broken down her back door.
Early in 1994, she told friends she had left him for good. On June 12, Mr. Simpson attended a school music recital but did not speak to Nicole or join her and her family for a celebratory dinner afterward at Mezzaluna, a local restaurant. Nicole left her glasses there, and after work Ronald Goldman, a waiter who knew her casually, offered to bring them to her home about 9:45 p.m.
Their slashed and bloody bodies were found three hours later. She lay in a pool of blood, with deep wounds to her head and neck, while Goldman's body was found nearby with 22 stab wounds. Investigators concluded that she was attacked first, and he was killed when he interrupted the assailant.
From the beginning, Mr. Simpson was the only serious suspect, although he insisted he was innocent. His lawyers arranged for him to present himself for arrest on June 17, but he fled in a white Ford Bronco, with lifelong friend Al Cowlings at the wheel and police cruisers in pursuit. A tearful Mr. Simpson sat in the back seat holding a gun to his head with one hand and pictures of his children in the other.
After a low-speed car chase broadcast live by news helicopters and witnessed by millions nationwide, the Bronco finally pulled up to Mr. Simpson's Brentwood home, where he surrendered. The media circus had begun.

O.J. Simpson led police on an infamous car chase throughout Los Angeles highways on June 17, 1994 -- the day he was supposed to present himself for arrest.


Investigators found blood samples from the victims in Mr. Simpson's home and car. They also found blood from Mr. Simpson at the murder scene; human hairs on a dark knit cap and Goldman's clothing that matched those of Mr. Simpson; and a pair of bloody leather gloves -- one at the crime scene and the other behind Mr. Simpson's guesthouse.
Mr. Simpson had no verifiable alibi for the time of the killings. But the prosecution had no eyewitnesses, no murder weapon and the burden of relying on a police department with a long history of racism.
Mr. Simpson's high-priced legal team, led by Cochran, a skilled defense attorney known for his showmanship, sought to turn the proceedings into a trial of the Los Angeles police. The defense accused two White police detectives of manipulating and manufacturing evidence and mocked the testing methods and competence of the lab technicians.
In one of the pivotal moments in the trial, prosecutor Christopher Darden asked Mr. Simpson try on the bloody gloves in front of the jury. The former football star struggled to pull on the gloves, which appeared to be too small.
"If it doesn't fit," Cochran told jurors in his closing arguments, summarizing the case in general, "you must acquit."

O.J. Simpson and defense lawyer F. Lee Bailey consult during the Simpson double-murder trial in Los Angeles. (Reed Saxon/AP)


The legal drama inside the courthouse was often drowned out by the media noise outside. The supermarket tabloid Star and the syndicated television show "Hard Copy" reported the contents of Mr. Simpson's lengthy statement to police within days of the murders.
The National Enquirer reported on the New Year's Day 1989 fight in which Nicole Simpson was found bruised and battered. Louis Brown, Nicole's father, eventually sold his daughter's diary to the National Enquirer, and her sister Dominique sold topless photos of Nicole.
"When a tabloid tornado begins to spin ... even the best among us tend to get caught up in it," CBS anchor Dan Rather told the Los Angeles Times. "Before you know it ... your standards have just broken open and you're not applying the same rules that you do to other stories."
Every moment of the trial was broadcast live after an early ruling by the presiding judge, Lance Ito. As a result, Ito became a household name, as did many lawyers, investigators and witnesses connected to the case. Ito was widely criticized for failing to keep a tighter rein on the courtroom antics of Cochran and other defense attorneys -- among them celebrity lawyers Robert Shapiro, Alan Dershowitz, F. Lee Bailey, Peter Neufeld, Barry Scheck and Kardashian -- known collectively as the "Dream Team."
The defense frequently outmaneuvered prosecutors Clark and Darden, who failed to anticipate the damage that the defense team's aggressive and at times outlandish methods wreaked on the credibility of prosecution witnesses.
Mr. Simpson's attorneys attacked the handling of DNA evidence by the police, which led to far-reaching changes in police practices, including more rigorous ways of collecting evidence and the establishment of crime labs to study DNA samples.
"We did not challenge the underlying reliability of DNA testing methods," Scheck told the Los Angeles Times in 2014. "We attacked the way that evidence was gathered and processed. We had a 21st-century technology and 19th-century evidence collection methods."
During the trial, defense lawyers undermined the testimony of veteran police detective Mark Fuhrman, who said he had found two bloody gloves, one at the murder scene and the other at Mr. Simpson's home, and had observed bloodstains at the house and inside Mr. Simpson's Bronco.
Under a withering cross-examination by Bailey, Fuhrman denied ever using racial slurs, but the defense then called a screenwriter who had tape-recorded the detective using such language during an interview.
In his closing argument, Cochran compared Fuhrman to Adolf Hitler and accused him and other investigators of seeking to frame Mr. Simpson. After the trial, Fuhrman resigned from the police force and pleaded no contest to perjury charges.
Because of the media frenzy, the jury was sequestered for 266 days. Eight of the original jurors were eventually dismissed for various forms of misconduct. The final jury consisted of nine Blacks, two Whites and one Hispanic.
After the verdict acquitting Mr. Simpson on Oct. 3, 1995, several jurors emerged to say they had never believed the prosecution's case. There was cheering among sections of the Black community.

O.J. Simpson shows the jury a new pair of Aris extra-large gloves, similar to the gloves found at the Bundy and Rockingham crime scene during his double-murder trial in Los Angeles. (Vince Bucci/AFP/Getty Images)


Still seeking justice, Goldman's family and the Browns filed a wrongful-death civil suit. The trial that ensued in 1997 was less fettered by rules of evidence, and Mr. Simpson's new attorney was far less savvy than Cochran and his team.
The plaintiffs introduced a photograph of Mr. Simpson wearing distinctive Bruno Magli loafers -- the same kind that left bloody size-12 footprints at the murder scene. Mr. Simpson had denied ever owning such shoes, but now had to concede that he did.
Mr. Simpson's defense team characterized Nicole Simpson as a woman who drank too much, opted for an abortion after becoming pregnant by one of her many boyfriends and allowed prostitutes and drug dealers into her home. The portrait was designed to offer alternative possibilities for murder suspects, but instead it was seen by legal critics and trial observers as desperate and demeaning.
Mr. Simpson's defense team had not allowed him to take the stand at the murder trial. This time he spoke. Testifying in front of an enormous photo of Nicole's face with cuts and purple bruises after the 1989 incident, Mr. Simpson at first denied ever having struck her but eventually conceded, "I physically tried to impose my will on Nicole, and I shouldn't have done it."
In February 1997, the jury awarded $12.5 million to the heirs of each victim and another $8.5 million to Goldman's parents. "We came to the conclusion that Mr. Simpson should not profit from these murders," one juror declared afterward.

O.J. Simpson is taken from the Las Vegas Police Investigative Services Division in 2007. (John Locher/Associated Press)


The authorities seized Mr. Simpson's Brentwood house and many of his possessions, including his Heisman Trophy, but only a small portion of the judgment was paid. He was living off an NFL pension reported to be $25,000 per month, and he eventually moved with his two younger children to Pinecrest, Fla., outside Miami, amid charges that he was concealing his assets.
He engaged in a series of abortive get-rich schemes, including a ghostwritten book, "If I Did It," that was pulled from bookstores after a public outcry. The Goldmans later won the right to release the book to collect some of the settlement they were owed.
In September 2007, Mr. Simpson was arrested for leading a group of men into a room at a Las Vegas hotel, where they held at gunpoint and robbed two men of memorabilia that Mr. Simpson claimed belonged to him.
On Oct 3, 2008 -- 13 years to the day after Mr. Simpson's acquittal in the double-murder case -- a jury convicted him on 12 counts including armed robbery, kidnapping and conspiracy. He was sentenced to 33 years in prison. Appeals of the verdict failed.
Before his prison sentence, Mr. Simpson shared custody of his and Nicole Brown Simpson's two children, Sydney Simpson and Justin Simpson, with members of his slain wife's family. The children attended college but remained out of the public eye during their father's legal troubles.

O.J. Simpson poses with fans in 2021. (Jeffrey T. Barnes/AP)


Survivors include two children from his first marriage, Arnelle Simpson and Jason Simpson; and the two children from his second marriage. A 23-month-old daughter from his first marriage, Aaren Simpson, drowned in the family's swimming pool in 1979.
Mr. Simpson's trial and the lurid events surrounding it remained in the public imagination for decades. The verdict was continually debated, and in 2016 two television series about Mr. Simpson captivated the imagination of a generation too young to have seen him as a football star or even during the 1995 trial.
ESPN's multipart series, "O.J.: Made in America," won the 2017 Academy Award for best documentary; the FX network's dramatic series about the celebrated trial, "The People v. O.J. Simpson," won several Emmy Awards.
After his acquittal, the once unstoppable football star and celebrity struggled to find his way in the world. In 2001, Mr. Simpson was charged with assault during a road-rage incident but was acquitted. Other violent episodes followed before Mr. Simpson went to prison in 2008.
Days after his 70th birthday in 2017, in his first year of eligibility, he was granted parole. In his pleas before the Nevada parole board that ultimately set him free, Mr. Simpson said, "I basically have spent a conflict-free life."
He settled in Las Vegas, where he told the Associated Press in 2019 that he played golf every day, obligingly took selfies with the curious who saw him at restaurants or athletic events, and was not inclined to reflect on the past. "We don't need to go back and relive the worst day of our lives," he said. "My family and I have moved on to what we call the 'no negative zone.' We focus on the positives."
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Tiger Woods looks like a Masters afterthought. Just don't tell him that. 
At 48 years old, Tiger Woods says he hurts "every day." If that's the case, can he still contend at this year's Masters?
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-04-11

Tiger Woods grins during a practice round at Augusta National. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


AUGUSTA, Ga. -- It was just before 9 a.m. on a cool and gray Tuesday morning when Tiger Woods arrived at the fourth tee at Augusta National Golf Club. He was here for a low-stakes practice nine with old buddy Fred Couples and younger buddy Justin Thomas. The shots didn't matter. The gallery, which grew hole after hole, strained against the ropes anyway.
Woods ripped at an iron. His ball landed on the green. Applause rippled through the pines.
And then came the important part: the walk.
"I hurt every day," Woods said.
Woods begins his 26th Masters on Thursday stuck in a bit of purgatory between competitor and curiosity. He remains any tournament's most significant draw even as his number of known surgical procedures (10) grows ever closer to his major championship total (15). He is 48, but when the weather chills and his body stiffens -- what with his surgically fused right ankle, his right leg held together with a rod and screws, his back that has been cut into five times -- he moves not like the athlete who redefined what a golfer should look like and what a golfer could do but like an aging dad who just needs to take a load off.
So even as he says, as he did Tuesday, that golf has "been my life," there is less golf in his life than ever before and no way to know whether it can be restored.
"My practice sessions certainly aren't what they used to be," Woods said. "I used to live on the range or live on a short-game facility and be out there all day. That's no longer the case. So I just have to be more focused on when I do get a chance to go out there and practice and really grind it out and make every shot count because I just really don't have the ball count in me anymore."
Which makes it fair to wonder whether he has wins in him anymore. Wait. Wins? How about the simple ability to endure 72 holes over four days? Some in the throngs who will follow Woods this week would call that a vacation. For him, it's obvious labor.
"I ache every day," Woods said.
There are competitive and personal ramifications to that. In the two years since the 2022 Masters -- his first tournament after the horrific car crash that nearly destroyed his leg and worse -- he has teed it up in just six official tournaments worldwide. Various ailments have caused him to withdraw from three of them, including last year's Masters. He missed the cut in another, tied for 45th in one more and in December finished 18th in the 20-man field of the event he hosts in the Bahamas.
That's not the resume of a contender in this event, which he has won five times. That's a part-time golfer with scant evidence that he can reach the weekend -- here or anywhere else.
Still, failing to do so would be news this week. To this point, Woods has played 23 Masters as a pro, dating from his seminal victory in 1997. He has made the cut each time, tying Couples and Gary Player for the most consecutive cuts made here. Make it to Saturday this week, and he has yet another record. These things matter to him.
"It's consistency," Woods said. "It's longevity. And it's an understanding of how to play this golf course."
He was talking about the shots. But understanding the course here also means understanding the walk. As brilliant as the high-definition broadcast of this event is -- and it's downright beautiful and captivating -- there is no way it can capture the elevation changes in Augusta National's terrain. That walk down from the fourth tee? It merely precedes the walk back up to get to the green. And it doesn't compare to the stroll down the mountain from, say, the sixth tee to the green there or the absolute cliff that descends from the 10th tee to the fairway below. Woods said he has logged more than 61/2 miles playing a single round at Augusta. What can't be quantified is the toll all those ups and downs, all those uneven steps, take on a body that begins every day broken in the first place.
"We're playing on a hillside," Woods said, "and we're just meandering back and forth across that hillside. So, yeah, it's a long walk."

Tiger Woods walks on the eighth hole of Augusta National during a practice round before the Masters. (Andrew Redington/Getty Images) 


Which makes his strides between shots as important to his ability to make the weekend -- and then play on the weekend, which he couldn't do in the rain and chill last year -- as his ability to hit those shots. About the latter: All these surgeries and procedures and calamities later, there's no question he can still execute golf shots.
"I don't stare at his gait much," Couples said. "But he just hits it so good."
On his final hole Tuesday morning, Woods's tee shot hit a tree, so he had a longer-than-usual approach into the ninth green. Couples watched him lash at the ball and said immediately, "Good swing." But the next level lie in a fairway at Augusta will be the first. The ball had been below Woods's feet. He mis-hit it only slightly, and it trickled off the front of the green and back down the hill.
Woods looked across at Couples and said, "The lie."
"So I know the deal," Couples said. "... It's just hard. He said his back is doing okay. I think last year it was so bad that a lot of things just wore him down. ... But this year he looks strong and he's excited to play, and I think he looks really, really good."
So you're saying there's a chance?
That's the thing with Woods. He went more than a decade between major championships -- a decade that included most of the surgeries that make him part man, part machine -- and won his 15th in 2019, by which point it was reasonable to wonder whether he would or could. He is, all these years later, still defined as much by his athletic arrogance and defiance as he is by his accomplishments.
So he can sit behind a microphone and tick off the limitations he faces -- and they are legion -- and in the next breath express, in a mixture of hope and confidence, his belief that a win is still possible. "I still think that I can," he said. He can reminisce about watching Sam Snead, Gene Sarazen and Byron Nelson hit ceremonial tee shots in 1995 and respond with absolute indignation when asked if he had envisioned the same for himself.
"No," he said sharply. "I have not thought about being a starter here. No."
He is in the field because he has earned the right for the rest of his life. More than that, he is in the field because he feels like he has a chance. The recent results say Tiger Woods -- and his ravaged body -- shouldn't be considered a contender here. But if Woods has taught us anything over nearly three decades as his sport's most important figure, it's that his participation in a tournament reflects his intention to win, regardless of what his body and his history are telling him.
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Meet the five amateur golfers competing in the Masters this year 
An amateur has never won the Masters. Five players will attempt to make history this year.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-04-11
Though no amateur has ever won the Masters and amateurs cannot receive more than $1,000 in prize money at any golf tournament, nonprofessionals are accorded special treatment at Augusta National Golf Club, which was founded by Bobby Jones, the most successful amateur to ever play the game. Each year, the tournament reserves spots for the best players from the top amateur tournaments in the United States, the United Kingdom, Asia and Latin America. This year's tournament is the first to also extend an invitation to the reigning NCAA men's individual champion (though Florida's Fred Biondi forfeited his spot by turning professional).
Each year, the Masters amateurs get to stay in the Crow's Nest of Augusta National's clubhouse and attend the opening dinner. They also are matched with past Masters champions for their first two rounds of play.
Last year, American Sam Bennett tied for 16th, becoming the first amateur to finish in the Masters top 20 in 18 years. Bennett, 23 at the time, was only four strokes off the lead and alone in third place after two rounds before falling back Saturday and Sunday, but he still easily took home the silver cup awarded each year to the tournament's top amateur. The best performance by an amateur at the Masters was Ken Venturi's second-place finish in 1956; Frank Stranahan in 1947 and Charlie Coe in 1961 tied for second.
Here's a look at the five amateurs who will play in this year's Masters, which begins Thursday. There could have been one more nonprofessional, but Nick Dunlap -- the winner of last year's U.S. Amateur -- turned professional in January after becoming the first amateur player in 33 years to win a PGA Tour event. Dunlap's win earned him a spot in the Masters field.
Qualified as: Runner-up, 2023 U.S. Amateur
Shipley lost to Dunlap in the championship match of last year's U.S. Amateur, but both the winner and runner-up of that match-play tournament receive Masters invitations. Shipley graduated in only three years from James Madison in 2022 before transferring to finish his college career as a graduate student at Ohio State. In January, Shipley won the individual title -- one of his four top-10 finishes this season -- and helped the Buckeyes to the team championship at the Southwestern Invitational in California.
Qualified as: Winner, 2023 U.S. Mid-Amateur
Hagestad, 33, is making his third Masters appearance after again winning the U.S. Mid-Amateur, the national championship for post-collegiate amateur golfers. In 2017, he became the first player who qualified via the U.S. Mid-Amateur to make the cut at the Masters, and he finished as the low amateur in a tie for 36th. The California native also has played in four U.S. Opens, making the cut and finishing 64th in 2022.
Qualified as: Winner, 2023 British Amateur
Lamprecht defeated Switzerland's Ronan Kleu at Hillside Golf Club in England to win the 2023 British Amateur title and earn his spot in the field. He's the fourth player from South Africa to win the British Amateur. Last year, Lamprecht held a share of the lead at the British Open after the first round and took home low amateur honors. The Georgia Tech senior, who stands 6-foot-8, is the top-ranked male amateur golfer in the world, and as of last week he was No. 2 on the PGA Tour University rankings for college seniors. The winner receives his PGA Tour card.
Qualified as: Winner, 2023 Asia-Pacific Amateur
The 22-year-old Australian won last year's Asia-Pacific Amateur in a playoff to earn his first Masters invitation. At the time of his win, he was the 476th-ranked amateur in the world, making him the third-lowest-ranked amateur to win that title. (Hideki Matsuyama, the 2021 Masters champion, had the lowest ranking: He was 544th when he won the first of his two Asia-Pacific Amateur titles in 2010). Stubbs was the low amateur at last year's Australian Open, finishing in a tie for 21st. He also received an invitation to play at this year's British Open.
Qualified as: Winner, 2024 Latin America Amateur
The University of Houston senior earned invitations to play in the Masters, the U.S. Open and the British Open by virtue of his victory at the Latin America Amateur in January. De la Fuente, 22, will be just the sixth golfer from Mexico to play in the Masters. In February, de la Fuente was tied for ninth after two rounds of the Mexico Open, the PGA Tour's annual tournament in his home country. He finished tied for 46th.
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No other golfer is doing what Scottie Scheffler makes look easy
The world's top-ranked golfer is drawing comparisons to Tiger Woods in every category except fist pumps.
By Rick Maese | 2024-04-11

Scottie Scheffler, the world's top-ranked golfer and 2022 Masters champion, takes aim during the Par 3 contest at Augusta National on Wednesday. (Eloisa Lopez/Reuters)


AUGUSTA, Ga. -- The aw-shucks earnestness of Scottie Scheffler means his fiery competitive streak isn't always obvious. His fire, his motor and his drive are masked by understated wholesomeness. The 27-year-old Texan met with reporters this week and dropped two "goshes," a "golly" and a "y'all," reminding everyone that he doesn't define himself by the leader board or a scorecard.
"I feel like I say it a bunch: Golf's something that I do," he said. "It's a tremendously huge part of my life. But it doesn't define me as a person. It's just something that I do. And I happen to be good at it some weeks"
Again, an understatement. Scheffler is swinging a golf club better than anyone else in the world. The world's top-ranked player enters the Masters as a heavy favorite to win a second green jacket. Talk to anyone around the course, and you hear comparisons not to other champions in the field but to Tiger Woods in his prime. A win here will forever change Scheffler's narrative, catapulting him into a new tier of golf greats.
"You have to go back to the Tiger Woods days to find a player who's dominated the PGA Tour the way Scottie Scheffler is and who arrives there with every facet of his game -- the most important facets of his game -- needed to win the Masters," Golf Channel analyst Brandel Chamblee said. "Nobody has even come close to having them in the order -- not even Tiger Woods -- in the order that Scottie Scheffler has them."
The pieces certainly are exquisite. No one is cracking jokes about his footwork on the tee box or wincing over his putting. He's the best ball-striker in the field, a monster from tee to green who wields a wedge like a magic wand.
The missing piece was his putting, which had been inexplicably inconsistent. Every other part of Scheffler's game -- every other part of Scheffler -- had been so reliable from week to week. But he was climbing atop leader boards, hoisting trophies even, despite unpredictable play on the greens.
But at the Arnold Palmer Invitational last month, Scheffler started carrying a mallet putter in his bag. The result: He won the tournament by five strokes, leading the field in strokes gained putting. One week later, he successfully defended his title at the Players Championship, again by five strokes.
"There's a reason his odds are in Tiger territory," ESPN analyst Scott Van Pelt said. "They're as low as anyone's we've seen since Tiger. That's because ... if he putts adequately, he wins."
His dominance is unmatched. No one since Woods has created as much separation from the field. Scheffler has finished outside the top 10 only once since August. In fact, he hasn't played a round above par since August. And he hasn't missed a cut since August 2022. Sportsbooks have him listed as a 4-1 favorite to win this week. No one else is better than 10-1.

Scheffler remains committed to practicing fundamentals. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


To be sure, it only looks effortless. Scheffler has tinkered endlessly with his putting, switching from blade to mallet to blade and now back to mallet. On the driving range this week, fans saw the world's best player swing with a grip club and practice with alignment sticks -- same as he does every day back home in Dallas.
"Maybe people think I don't think about my fundamentals very much, which I do," he said. "It's a big part of my practice."
The results are on full display from week to week. He is as steady as anyone in the field, making the most challenging shots look routine.
"When I step up onto the tee at a tournament, my thought process is always about my preparation," he explained this week. "So, when I step up on the first tee, I just remind myself: I've done the work. I've done everything I could. I've checked all the boxes. And I've done everything to where I can go out here and play well. So I can go out and compete freely knowing that I've done what I'm supposed to do in my preparation."
Scheffler avoids social media. He makes no bold proclamations. He could walk through a shopping mall without creating a stir.
"You don't worry about Scottie Scheffler as a player and as a person," said Rich Lerner, the longtime Golf Channel commentator. "If Scottie were your doctor, if he were your kid's high school basketball coach, you would feel good."
Scheffler also entered the 2022 Masters ranked No. 1 in the world. Just 25 at the time, he was dominant and held off a late charge from Rory McIlroy to win by three strokes. Even though he now has a green jacket stored and waiting for him at Augusta National, the win did nothing to dull his awe and wonder of the place.
"Sometimes I still can't believe it myself walking in the champions locker room," he said.
That perspective can be as important as iron play.
"He works at it," said Curtis Strange, a Hall of Famer and ESPN analyst. "He doesn't look like he's getting too big for his britches. He's had a good run. He's doing everything he needs to do leading up to a major championship. He's in good form. He's got a good mentality about him. It's all working for Scottie right now."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/04/10/scottie-scheffler-masters/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Dallas police issue arrest warrant for Chiefs wide receiver Rashee Rice
The Chiefs wide receiver faces eight charges, including one count of aggravated assault, for his role in a March 30 crash on a Dallas expressway.
By Mark Maske | 2024-04-11

Rashee Rice is facing eight charges for his role in a multivehicle crash last month in Dallas. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


The Dallas Police Department issued an arrest warrant Wednesday for Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Rashee Rice, based on his role in a six-vehicle crash last month on the city's North Central Expressway.
Rice, 23, faces six counts of collision involving injury, one count of collision involving serious bodily injury and one count of aggravated assault, police said, in relation to the March 30 crash. Police said they also issued an arrest warrant for Theodore Knox, 21, on identical charges.
"The investigation determined two drivers, Knox driving the Corvette, and Rice driving the Lamborghini, were speeding in the far-left lane of North Central Expressway, near University Boulevard," police said in a statement. "The drivers caused a chain reaction collision involving four other vehicles."
Rice and Knox were not in custody as of early Wednesday evening, police added.
Rice's attorney, Royce West, did not immediately respond to a request for comment, nor was Rice available to comment. West acknowledged during a news conference last week that Rice was driving a Lamborghini that was involved in the crash.
Rice informed investigators of that, West said last week, adding that Rice was cooperating with authorities. West, a member of the Texas state senate, said then that he expected charges to be filed. He also said Rice planned to provide assistance to those involved in the collision.
"Mr. Rice wants to make certain that it's understood and appreciated that he's going to do everything in his power to bring their life back to as normal as possible in terms of injuries, in terms of property damage," West said. "He'll make certain that he is responsible for helping them to get through that particular part of this."
Rice said in a statement posted last week to social media that he had "met with Dallas PD investigators regarding [the] accident."
Rice also wrote: "I take full responsibility for my part in this matter and will continue to cooperate with the necessary authorities. I sincerely apologize to everyone impacted in [the] accident."

Rashee Rice's attorney, Royce West, said last week that the wide receiver is cooperating with authorities. (Elias Valverde II/Dallas Morning News/AP) 


The Dallas police said in a statement March 31 that they had been called to a multiple-vehicle accident around 6:25 p.m. Central time the previous day. A preliminary investigation determined two drivers, one in a Corvette and another in a Lamborghini, were speeding in the far left lane, police said.
The drivers "lost control," according to that statement. The Lamborghini traveled onto the shoulder and hit the center median wall, causing "a chain reaction collision" involving four additional vehicles, police said.
Police added in that statement that the "occupants of the Lamborghini and the Corvette all ran from the scene without stopping to determine if anyone needed medical help or providing their information." Two drivers involved in the accident were treated at the scene by emergency responders for "minor injuries," police said, while two occupants of another vehicle were taken to a hospital with what police called "minor injuries."
In addition to any legal consequences, Rice could face disciplinary measures by the NFL under its personal conduct policy. That could mean a fine or a suspension without pay.
The league generally waits until the legal process plays out before making a decision about prospective discipline. The NFL has the option of putting a player on paid administrative leave via placement on the commissioner's exempt list during legal proceedings. There is little reason for the league to take such action at this point in Rice's case, given that the NFL is in the offseason and the Chiefs won't play a regular season game until September.
"We continue to monitor developments in the matter," the NFL said in a statement issued through a spokesman.
The Chiefs did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Rice was born in Philadelphia and grew up near Fort Worth. He attended college in the Dallas area at SMU. The Chiefs chose him in the second round of the 2023 draft.
He developed into the Chiefs' top wide receiver as his rookie season progressed, making 79 catches for 938 yards and seven touchdowns while playing in 16 of  17 regular season games. He added 26 catches for 262 yards and one touchdown in four postseason games as the Chiefs won their second straight Super Bowl in February in Las Vegas. Next season, they will attempt to become the first NFL team to win three straight Super Bowls.
Cindy Boren contributed to this report.
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Giannis Antetokounmpo to miss rest of regular season with calf injury
Milwaukee's superstar forward suffered the noncontact injury during Tuesday night's win over the Boston Celtics, and the team said he will will "receive daily treatment and evaluation."
By Ben Golliver | 2024-04-11

Milwaukee Bucks star Giannis Antetokounmpo had to be helped off the floor after suffering a left calf injury Tuesday that will sideline him for the final three games of the regular season. (Stacy Revere/Getty Images)


Milwaukee Bucks star Giannis Antetokounmpo will miss the rest of the regular season with a left calf injury, the team announced Wednesday.
The two-time NBA MVP will "receive daily treatment and evaluation" to address the injury. There is not yet a timetable for his return. The first round of the NBA playoffs is set to begin April 20 and 21, giving Antetokounmpo less than two weeks to recover before potentially missing postseason action.
Antetokounmpo, 29, suffered the noncontact injury during Milwaukee's 104-91 home victory over the Boston Celtics on Tuesday. With a little less than four minutes remaining in the third quarter, Antetokounmpo inbounded the ball and began running up the court. After taking a few strides, he fell to the court and clutched the back of his left leg.
The Bucks took a timeout as Antetokounmpo remained seated on the court, and he was eventually able to limp to the locker room under his own power. Antetokounmpo did not return, finishing with 15 points, eight rebounds and seven assists in 29 minutes as Milwaukee snapped a four-game losing streak.
Bucks Coach Doc Rivers said during his postgame remarks that his concern level about Antetokounmpo's injury was "high."
"We were two minutes into a fog when [the injury] first went down, players and coaches," he said. "We kind of got out of it and went back to playing. ... We're just going to hope for the best."
Rivers's concern is well founded. Milwaukee was upset by the Miami Heat in the first round of last year's playoffs after Antetokounmpo suffered a tailbone injury that limited him to 11 minutes in Game 1 and sidelined him for Games 2 and 3. Without their franchise forward, the Bucks fell into a 2-1 series deficit and went on to lose in five games to the eventual Eastern Conference champion.
Though the Bucks enter Wednesday's action as the Eastern Conference's No. 2 seed, they have staggered to the finish of an unexpectedly complicated season. Milwaukee fired coach Adrian Griffin after just 43 games, but the shake-up didn't pay immediate dividends. The Bucks are 13-10 since the all-star break under Rivers, including losses last week to the lottery-bound Washington Wizards, Memphis Grizzlies and Toronto Raptors.
Antetokounmpo has averaged 30.4 points, 11.5 rebounds and 6.5 assists this season, and he appears headed for his eighth all-NBA selection. The Bucks are 3-3 without him this season and will close the regular season schedule with two games against the Orlando Magic and one against the Oklahoma City Thunder. Milwaukee holds a one-game lead over the New York Knicks and a two-game lead over the Magic for the East's second seed.
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More than gold: Track and field becomes first sport to pay Olympic winners
Starting this summer in Paris, first place in track and field events will come with a $50,000 cash prize in addition to a gold medal.
By Kim Bellware | 2024-04-10

Lamont Marcell Jacobs of Italy posed with his gold medal after winning the 100 meters at the Summer Olympics on Aug. 2, 2021, in Tokyo. (Francisco Seco/AP)


This summer, Olympic track and field champions for the first time in history will take home more than gold medals -- they'll also pocket a $50,000 cash prize.
The Olympic Games for years have basked in the purity of amateur competition as athletes compete for love of the game and national pride, not financial incentives. But after more than 125 years, the international governing body of track and field decided it was time the sport's Olympic champions were paid.
World Athletics on Wednesday announced its "landmark decision" to award prize money to every gold medal-winning athlete in each of the 48 track and field events in Paris. (Relay teams will share the prize.)
Silver and bronze medal-winning athletes will receive tiered cash prizes starting with the 2028 Games in Los Angeles, the organization said.
"While it is impossible to put a marketable value on winning an Olympic medal, or on the commitment and focus it takes to even represent your country at an Olympic Games, I think it is important we start somewhere and make sure some of the revenue generated by our athletes at the Olympic Games are directly returned to those who make the Games the global spectacle that it is," World Athletics President Sebastian Coe said in a statement.
The prize money will come out of the share of Olympic revenue the IOC distributes to World Athletics.
The International Olympic Committee said 90 percent of its income is redistributed to the national Olympic committees of each country and the international federations that govern each sport, which then decide how to use the funds.
"This means that, every day, the equivalent of USD $4.2 million goes to help athletes and sports organizations at all levels around the world," a spokesperson for the IOC said in a statement. "It is up to each [international federation] and [national Olympic committee] to determine how to best serve their athletes and the global development of their sport.
World Athletics' move comes amid a shift in the world of amateur sports. In the United States, the NCAA more than two years ago approved a policy that allows student-athletes to profit from their name, image and likeness. The change has been clearest in high-level college football and basketball, where collegiate booster groups can pay star players through sometimes-lucrative NIL deals.
When the modern Olympic Games began in Athens in 1896, athletes were required to be amateurs; anyone who ever made money while competing was prohibited from Olympic participation. For nearly the next 100 years, Olympic athletes continued to compete largely for the love of the game.
That changed in 1992 thanks to then-IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch, who had a more modern vision of sports, said Matthew Andrews, a history professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill who focuses on sports and politics.
"[Samaranch] believed global sports spectators wanted to see the best athletes in sports -- and those were professional athletes," Andrews said. "We want to see Michael Phelps every four years and watch him grow up. We want to see Usain Bolt come back and defend his title, to see Simone Biles."
At the 1992 Summer Games in Barcelona, the doors to the Olympics were thrown open to the pros, bringing global audiences powerhouse athletes, most memorably the Michael Jordan-led U.S. basketball squad dubbed "The Dream Team" that was stacked with NBA stars.
The lone federation to hold out on welcoming professionals at the time was boxing.
"[The International Boxing Federation] thought a professional athlete might kill an amateur athlete," Andrews said. As of the 2016 Games, professional boxers may compete in the Olympics.
While sponsorships are typically the only source of income for Olympic athletes, medal winners are often compensated by their country, though the amounts vary. At the Summer Games in Tokyo in 2021, the U.S. Olympic Committee paid $37,500 for a gold medal, $22,500 for a silver and $15,000 for a bronze -- amounts that sit on the lower end of cash incentives globally.
Singapore pays the most, offering $737,000 to a gold medal winner. The island nation has had just one gold medalist: swimmer Joseph Schooling in 2016.
For athletes who compete in sports that don't have professional leagues and who don't take the podium at the Olympics, finances can be precarious.
"That's why for a long time we didn't see people compete in more than one Olympics -- you had to get a 'real' job," Andrews said.
Andrews said as much as the Olympics prop up the ideal of amateurism, brands and other businesses have always found ways to pass cash to top athletes.
"People were always making money," Andrews said, noting that World Athletics is just formalizing a backdoor practice. "This is just more a frank realization and bringing it out in the open."
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CJ Abrams had been sidelined. A 'huge swing' helped announce his return.
After missing three games with a finger injury, shortstop returned to Washington's lineup on Tuesday night.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-04-10

CJ Abrams hit a two-run homer Tuesday in San Francisco. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP) 


SAN FRANCISCO -- Washington Nationals shortstop CJ Abrams is not the type to announce his presence with words. So Tuesday night, he found another way: He launched a two-run homer in a 5-3 win over the San Francisco Giants.
The ball carried into the right field seats -- not far enough to land in McCovey Cove, but far enough to give Washington the lead in the third inning. Abrams, who was returning to the lineup after missing three games with a finger injury, added an RBI single in the fifth. Afterward, he was asked whether the home run, which went 423 feet, was the longest of his career.
"Oh, I don't know. I'm not sure how far it went," Abrams said, before smirking. "It felt good, though."
On Friday, Abrams suffered a pinkie injury sliding into second base, an ailment that sidelined him for the final two games of Washington's series against Philadelphia and the start of its West Coast road trip.
The injury was clear ahead of Saturday's game, when Abrams stood in the back of the clubhouse with a bat in his hand. Abrams frequently works on his swing, but this time, he grimaced after he swung, a reaction that showed something was off. Then he swung with his pinkie finger out, put the bat down and motioned for second baseman Luis Garcia Jr. to look at his hand.
On Monday, Manager Dave Martinez said Abrams was close to a return but still felt discomfort swinging the bat. He was penciled into the leadoff spot one day later.

CJ Abrams returned to the lineup on Tuesday after missing three games with a finger injury. (Lachlan Cunningham/Getty Images) 


Abrams was on a six-game hitting streak before his injury. He has begun this season looking like a more relaxed hitter, his hands noticeably farther out than a year ago, and he's not dropping the bat behind him before he swings.
Abrams -- a career .175 hitter against lefties, compared with .279 against righties -- made his return Tuesday against Giants left-hander Kyle Harrison, which provided a test, but his momentum at the plate continued.
In his first at-bat, Abrams struck out by chasing a fastball out of the strike zone. But in the ensuing at-bat, Martinez wanted Abrams to make an adjustment. Harrison's fastballs were tailing in on the hands of lefties. Washington's coaching staff has emphasized to Abrams hitting to the opposite field. But this scenario was different.
"I said, 'I don't think you could hit this guy the other way,' " Martinez said. " 'I think you got to stay on top of the baseball and really try to zone in on right-center field.' I didn't think he was going to hit a home run, but that was a good at-bat."
Abrams fell behind 0-2 but worked his way to a 2-2 count before turning on an elevated fastball. Abrams stood at home plate and admired his work before turning to the bench and throwing his bat toward the dugout. Once he crossed home again, he jumped in the air as he high-fived outfielder Jacob Young, who had been on third base.
"That was fun to watch," said Young, who called it a "huge swing and big moment for us."
Abrams also drove in Young in his third at-bat, though it started off poorly: He swung awkwardly at a first-pitch change-up. His shoulders slumped. His bat smacked home plate as he leaned back and shook his head. Plate discipline was a point of emphasis in the offseason, too. But he took three straight pitches to even the count. He fouled off a pitch and then laced a pitch to left-center.
"He really stayed inside the ball," Martinez said. "He was just trying to move the baseball -- a great piece of hitting."

(Lachlan Cunningham/Getty Images) 


It's early, so all of this comes with the usual small-sample-size caveats, but some of Abrams's stats are encouraging. For the Nationals, though, what mattered most Tuesday was that their shortstop was back.
"Always feels good to be out there on the field playing baseball," Abrams said. "Getting out there with the boys, having fun, getting a win like tonight."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/04/10/cj-abrams-injury-return/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Everything to know about the 2024 Masters, from tee times to TV schedule
The 2024 Masters begins Thursday. Here's a guide for how to watch, information about the field and tee times for the first two rounds. 
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-04-11

The Masters gets going on Thursday. (Kevin C. Cox/Getty Images)


Professional golf makes its annual visit to Augusta National with this week's Masters. Here's a look at the first major of the season, which begins Thursday.
All time listed are Eastern.
The Masters begins Thursday and ends Sunday.
TV schedule
Thursday-Friday: 3 p.m.-7:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Saturday: 3 p.m.-7 p.m. (CBS)
Sunday: 2 p.m.-7 p.m. (CBS)
Streaming
ESPN Plus will stream the par-3 contest Wednesday beginning at noon. (It will air on tape delay on ESPN at 3 p.m.) ESPN Plus, Masters.com, Paramount Plus, CBSSports.com and the CBS Sports app also will have special streaming channels devoted to featured groups and holes beginning at 8:15 a.m. Thursday, 8:30 a.m. Friday, 10:30 a.m. Saturday and 10:20 a.m. Sunday.
Masters.com will stream the main ESPN/CBS broadcasts of each round. ESPN Plus also will stream the ESPN broadcast Thursday and Friday. Paramount Plus will stream the CBS broadcast Saturday and Sunday.
Jon Rahm trailed Brooks Koepka by four strokes when rain-delayed play began Sunday last year, but the Spaniard led by two at the turn and cruised to a four-stroke win over Koepka and Phil Mickelson.
The Masters field is smaller than most tournaments on the PGA and European tours, usually numbering between 85 and 100 players. This year, there are 89. There are numerous paths to qualifying for the tournament, among them:
It should be smooth sailing once we get past Thursday, when the forecast calls for morning rain and thunderstorms that should taper off to showers by lunchtime. The wind could be up all day. Friday looks to be sunny but breezy, with wind gusts to 20 mph in the afternoon. The weekend looks divine, with temperatures in the high 70s to low 80s and light winds.
There has been only one change to Augusta National since the last Masters: Club officials have moved the tee box at the par-5 second hole 10 yards back and to the left, meaning the hole will play at a course-long 588 yards. No. 2 has been Augusta National's easiest hole in each of the past three Masters and has been the second-easiest hole in the tournament's history. The change was made presumably to force the golfers to worry more about a bunker along the right side of the fairway on their tee shots.
After two rounds, the top 50 and ties advance to play the weekend. This is different from a normal PGA Tour event, at which the top 65 and ties usually advance after two rounds.
The stretch known as Amen Corner consists of the second half of the par-4 11th hole, the entire par-3 12th hole and the tee shot at the par-5 No. 13. It was given its name by Sports Illustrated writer Herbert Warren Wind in 1958 and eventually became shorthand for the portion of the course where green jackets often are won or lost as the players navigate tricky breezes and Rae's Creek, which comes into play on all three holes.
"Everyone called it 'the Corner,' like I'll see you at 'the corner,' " Wind told the New York Times in 1993. "So I was trying to think of something like the hot corner in baseball or the coffin corner in football."
The "amen" portion came from "Shoutin' in That Amen Corner," a jazz song Wind liked from the 1930s.

Tiger Woods hits an approach during a practice round at Augusta National. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)


Woods will return to Augusta National for the 26th time. The five-time green jacket winner has played sporadically since his 2021 car crash and has withdrawn from the past two full-field tournaments he has played, one of them last year's Masters, but he will tee it up again this week. Woods has made 23 consecutive cuts at Augusta National, which is tied with Gary Player and Couples for the longest streak in Masters history.
There will be 13 LIV golfers in the Masters field. Seven of them (Garcia, Mickelson, Johnson, Watson, Reed, Schwartzel and Rahm) are former Masters champions and receive lifetime invitations. Three more (DeChambeau, Smith and Koepka) got in because of recent wins at major championships. Two others (Hatton and Meronk) were ranked in the top 50 at the end of last year. Augusta National extended Niemann a special invitation to play in this year's Masters.
Along with a lifetime invitation to play in the Masters, the winner receives the green jacket, which he keeps for one year before returning it to be stored at Augusta National for his use when on club grounds; nearly $3 million; a replica of the Masters champions trophy that permanently resides at Augusta National; and a gold medal.
Scheffler is the overwhelming favorite to win the Masters at DraftKings Sportsbook, at +450 odds (a successful $100 bet returns $450 in profit). McIlroy (+1100), Rahm (+1100), Schauffele (+1400), Koepka (+1800) and Matsuyama (+2000) round out the top of the odds board. Here are our best bets to win the tournament.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-04-11
MLB
12:20 p.m. New York Mets at Atlanta >>> MLB Network
3 p.m. Oakland at Texas (joined in progress) >>> MLB Network
6:30 p.m. Pittsburgh at Philadelphia >>> MLB Network
7 p.m. Baltimore at Boston >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
NHL
7 p.m. Washington at Buffalo >>> Monumental Sports Network, WJFK (106.7 FM)
NBA
7:30 p.m. New York at Boston >>> TNT
10 p.m. New Orleans at Sacramento >>> TNT
GOLF
3 p.m. The Masters, first round >>> ESPN
SOCCER
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League quarterfinal, first leg: Roma at AC Milan >>> CBS Sports Network
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores, Group E: Millonarios at Bolivar >>> BeIN Sports
8 p.m. Copa Libertadores, Group F: Liverpool at Palmeiras >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Monte Carlo Masters, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
PROFESSIONAL BASKETBALL -- NBA G LEAGUE FINALS
8 p.m. Game 2: Maine at Oklahoma City >>> ESPNews
WOMEN'S HOCKEY -- IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP QUARTERFINALS
10 a.m. Finland vs. Switzerland >>> NHL Network
1:30 p.m. Czech Republic vs. Germany >>> NHL Network
8:30 p.m. Japan at United States >>> NHL Network
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m. Miami at Florida State >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Missouri at Georgia >>> SEC Network
7:30 p.m. Kentucky at Auburn >>> ESPNU
NCAA MEN'S HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
5 p.m. Boston University vs. Denver >>> ESPN2
8:30 p.m. Boston College vs. Michigan >>> ESPN2
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Shohei Ohtani's ex-interpreter stole $16 million to cover gambling debts, feds say
Federal prosecutors charged Ippei Mizuhara, longtime interpreter and close friend of Shohei Ohtani, with bank fraud Thursday, saying that he stole more than $16 million from the Los Angeles Dodgers to pay off gambling debts.
By Gus Garcia-Roberts | 2024-04-11

Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani, right, and his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, left. (Lee Jin-man/AP)


Federal prosecutors charged Ippei Mizuhara, longtime interpreter and close friend of Shohei Ohtani, with bank fraud Thursday, saying that he stole more than $16 million from the Los Angeles Dodgers to pay off gambling debts.
The indictment appeared to vindicate Ohtani in the scandal that has dominated sports headlines since the beginning of the baseball season, when the Los Angeles Times and ESPN broke the news that Ohtani's name was on millions of dollars in wire transfers to a suspected illegal bookie, Matthew Bowyer.
In a press conference to announce the charges, U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada said that a thorough investigation had left no doubt that Ohtani was a victim of his interpreter, who used his position of trust "to plunder Mr. Ohtani's bank account." Estrada added that there was no evidence that Mizuhara gambled on baseball.
"I want to emphasize this point," Estrada said. "Mr. Ohtani was a victim in this case."
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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The nine best bets to win this year's Masters
Studying historical performance reveals nine players who could win the Masters -- and a bunch who probably won't.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-04-11

Who will win the green jacket in 2024? (Charlie Riedel/AP) 


The PGA Tour schedule so far this season has been ruled by long shots. Take away Scottie Scheffler's two victories in 2024, and the tournament winners have mainly come out of nowhere.
That trend is unlikely to continue this week at the Masters, where surprise winners are rare. Yes, you'll occasionally see triumphant golfers such as 60-to-1 long shot Danny Willett in 2016 or 40-to-1 Hideki Matsuyama in 2021, but most Masters champions follow the same criteria: They have good history at Augusta National, good form entering the tournament and good standing in certain key metrics.
While it's hard to judge the form of the 13 LIV golfers in the field because they play less often and in less-challenging fields, we have a pretty good sense of what a Masters winner should look like:
He's good at Augusta National: According to Datagolf, course history is far more predictive at Augusta National than at any other course in the PGA Tour rotation. Nine of the past 14 winners (and 13 of the past 18) had a previous green jacket or a top-10 Masters finish.
He's not a Masters rookie or an amateur: Only three players have won the Masters in their first appearance at the tournament, the last being Fuzzy Zoeller in 1979. I won't be considering the following Augusta National first-timers: Ludvig Aberg, Wyndham Clark, Eric Cole, Nick Dunlap, Austin Eckroat, Ryo Hisatsune, Lee Hodges, Nicolai Hojgaard, Jake Knapp, Peter Malnati, Denny McCarthy, Grayson Murray, Matthieu Pavon, Adam Schenk and Stephan Jaeger. Plus, no amateur has won the Masters, and there are five in this year's field: Santiago de la Fuente, Stewart Hagestad, Christo Lamprecht, Neal Shipley and Jasper Stubbs. In terms of picks to win, you can ignore them.
He's highly ranked: Of the past 24 Masters winners, 17 entered the tournament in the top 12 of the Official World Golf Ranking, and 22 were in the top 30. But because the OWGR does not award ranking points to LIV golfers, who have plummeted down the rankings board, this trend has become a bit dicey. LIV's Brooks Koepka had at least a share of the lead for the first three rounds at last year's Masters before he fell apart on Sunday.
He's in good form: Of the past 13 Masters champions, only Matsuyama in 2021 did not have at least two top-12 stroke-play finishes in the calendar year of the tournament, either on the PGA Tour or the European Tour. These golfers haven't exactly been tearing it up this year (or are well past their primes), and they're off my list: Fred Couples, Rickie Fowler, Ryan Fox, Lucas Glover, Sungjae Im, Zach Johnson, Tom Kim, Kurt Kitayama, Min Woo Lee, Luke List, Phil Mickelson, Collin Morikawa, Jose Maria Olazabal, Patrick Reed, Justin Rose, Charl Schwartzel, Vijay Singh, Sepp Straka, Camilo Villegas, Bubba Watson, Mike Weir, Willett, Gary Woodland and Tiger Woods.
He's good on par-4s: Of the past 11 Masters champions, nine ranked first, second or third in the field in par-4 scoring during the tournament. Nine of the past 12 winners also entered the tournament ranked 11th or better in the PGA Tour's par-4 birdie-or-better statistic. Rory McIlroy, for instance, ranks 70th in par-4 scoring and 72nd in par-4 birdie-or-better this season, and I won't be betting him to end his Masters jinx this week. Other golfers who aren't attacking par-4s this season include Cam Davis and Will Zalatoris (though the latter is tempting because of his strong Augusta National history).
He's not the defending champion: Only three players since 1960 have won back-to-back Masters -- Jack Nicklaus in 1965-66, Nick Faldo in 1989-90 and Tiger Woods in 2001-02. Since 2002, only Woods (2006) and Jordan Spieth (2016) have finished in the top five as the defending champion. Three of the past seven defending champions have missed the cut, and none of those seven finished better than Scheffler's 10th last year. That means I won't be betting Jon Rahm, last year's winner, to repeat.
He didn't win the week before: The last player to win the tournament immediately preceding the Masters and then win the green jacket was Phil Mickelson in 2006. Since then, only two golfers (Anthony Kim in 2010 and Spieth in 2021) have won the week before and then finished in the top 10 at Augusta. Akshay Bhatia, who just won the Texas Open, will not be on my card.
Now that we've eliminated 49 golfers from the field of 89, let's take a look at a few who can actually win. Odds are as of Thursday morning at DraftKings Sportsbook:

Can Scottie Scheffler win his second Masters title? (Logan Riely/Getty Images)


Betting Scheffler at any tournament these days means accepting preposterously low odds, and the Masters is no different. The champion from two years ago and the OWGR No. 1 is again the favorite, for ample reasons. Scheffler has won two of his past three tournaments and was a missed six-footer away from forcing a playoff at the Houston Open two weekends ago. His worst finish this calendar year was a tie for 17th at the American Express; he has been in the top 10 in his seven other tournaments. The knock on Scheffler has always been his putting, but he has gained strokes on the greens in five of his past six tournaments after an equipment change. He's first on the PGA Tour in par-4 scoring and par-4 birdie-or-better. What's not to like here, other than the low odds?

Can Xander Schauffele finally break through at a major? (Kevin C. Cox/Getty Images)


Schauffele is probably the best player without a major championship (though he does have an Olympic gold medal), and you have to think he's about due: The world's fifth-ranked player has far more top-10s (11) than missed cuts (three) in his 26 major appearances. Three of those top-10s came at Augusta National. Schauffele, who has finished T-5 or better in three of his past four tournaments, trails only Scheffler in par-4 scoring this season and is tied for 17th in par-4 birdie-or-better. And how about this from Kyle Porter of CBS Sports? Nine of the past 11 Masters winners had gained at least 1.7 strokes tee to green per round in the three months leading into the tournament. Only two PGA Tour golfers fit that bill this year: Scheffler and Schauffele.

Hideki Matsuyama enters the Masters with some good form. (Eric Gay/AP)


Matsuyama already has a green jacket as the 2021 champion. He also has some blinding form, with a win in February at Riviera (a good course comparison to Augusta National), followed by a tie for 12th at the Arnold Palmer Invitational and a tie for sixth at the Players Championship (two tournaments with elite fields), plus a tie for seventh last weekend in Texas. Matsuyama is one of three golfers in the field to finish at least in the top 25 in each of the past four Masters -- Scheffler and Shane Lowry are the others -- and he can't be overlooked.

Joaquin Niemann, who plays on the LIV Golf Tour, has had a strong six months. (Sam Greenwood/LIV Golf/AP)


I think Niemann has one of the better shots out of all the LIV golfers because he comes in with white-hot form: three wins and four top-fives since November, with one of those victories in a full-field DP World Tour event. (LIV golfers can play on the European tour.) He's also one of only two LIV golfers to average at least two strokes gained per round this season. (Rahm is the other; Dustin Johnson -- No. 3 on that list -- is well behind both at 1.54 strokes gained per round.) Niemann's best finish at Augusta National is a tie for 16th last year, but he has made the cut each of the past three years.

If Tony Finau can get it done on the greens, he could be a contender at Augusta National. (Raj Mehta/Getty Images)


Every year, it seems, golf fans get talked into considering Finau at the Masters, and every year he seems to do just okay: He has never missed the cut in six Augusta National appearances, with three top-10s. This year, the world's 26th-ranked player has missed just one cut in PGA Tour play and tied for second at the Houston Open, his most recent event. Finau can be a little wild off the tee, but that shortcoming is negated a bit at Augusta National because the rough isn't very penal, and Finau shines at courses with short rough.

Shane Lowry already has a British Open title. Can he add a Masters trophy? (Yong Teck Lim/Getty Images)


The 2019 British Open champion has been picking up steam as the season has worn on, with a tie for fourth at the Cognizant and a solo third the next week at the Arnold Palmer. Lowry has finished no worse than a tie for 25th in his past four Augusta National appearances and tied for third two years ago. He's top-20 in par-4 scoring and par-4 birdie-or-better this season.

Sahith Theegala doesn't have much experience at Augusta National, but he played well in his maiden voyage around the course. (Raj Mehta/Getty Images)


The 26-year-old has played in only one Masters, but it was a ninth-place finish at last year's tournament. This year, the world No. 15 has four top-10 finishes, with three of them coming over his past five events. Theegala is a respectable 24th in par-4 scoring and 31st in par-4 birdie-or-better.

Cameron Young looks to finally get over the hump with a win at the Masters. (Julio Aguilar/Getty Images)


Young is coming off a tie for seventh at last year's Masters, has four top-10s this year and is respectable enough on par-4s (12th in par-4 birdie or better, 31st in par-4 scoring). And while Young has yet to win on the PGA Tour, he has four top-10s in major tournaments, including a tie for eighth at last year's British Open. A win is coming, and it could be at Augusta National.

Jason Day is a longer shot at the Masters despite meeting a number of benchmarks. (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images)


The Aussie, ranked 21st, has the 2015 PGA Championship title on his resume, and he has finished in second place in each of the other three majors, most recently at last year's British Open. Day's recent Masters form has been spotty (two missed cuts and a tie for 39th in his past three visits), but he has four Augusta National top-10s in his career. This season, Day has posted three top-10s and ranks in the top 10 in par-4 scoring and par-4 birdie-or-better.
As of Thursday morning, here were the odds to win the Masters of the leading contenders, according to DraftKings Sportsbook:
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The NBA playoffs are a pressure cooker. These stars will feel it the most.
Damian Lillard and Jayson Tatum are among the players with the most at stake as the NBA playoffs quickly approach.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-04-10
As the final week of the NBA's regular season unfolds, certainty only goes so far: The 20 teams that will make up the postseason field have clinched their spots, but none of the first-round matchups have been set.
When the jockeying for seeding ends Sunday, the sport's attention will return to the championship chase, which sees the Denver Nuggets shooting to repeat, the Boston Celtics lapping the field in the Eastern Conference and a murky pack of challengers. These five stars have the potential to bring the championship picture into focus, but they must distinguish themselves over the next two months or face the wrath of disappointed observers and yappy second-guessers.
Last season's pressure-cooker candidates perfectly represent the boom-or-bust reality at play: Denver's Nikola Jokic sloughed off years of doubts about his playoff capabilities with his crowning glory, while Ja Morant's career imploded after the Memphis Grizzlies' first-round exit and Kevin Durant's Phoenix Suns undertook a radical overhaul after a second-round defeat.
Given the excitement that greeted his blockbuster trade from Portland in September, Lillard has a strong case as the NBA's most underwhelming star. Look past his All-Star Game MVP performance and there are a bunch of lingering red flags: his unrefined partnership with Giannis Antetokounmpo, his central role in Milwaukee's porous perimeter defense and his new team's lack of chemistry.
Lillard and Antetokounmpo have yet to prove they can consistently make the Bucks' whole greater than the sum of their parts. Instead of forging a smooth pick-and-roll partnership as many expected, Lillard has settled somewhat uncomfortably into a secondary role while Antetokounmpo occasionally has been marginalized in late-game situations. When the Bucks come across a playoff opponent capable of slowing Antetokounmpo's assaults on the rim, their top-five offense will become heavily reliant upon Lillard's three-point shooting, which has been streakier and less efficient this season than his career standard.
The acquisition of Lillard also required sacrifices in depth and two-way talent, leaving Milwaukee ranked 19th in defensive efficiency -- the worst mark among the league's top title contenders. In Portland, Lillard's shortcomings as a defender were easy to look past because he was the sole engine of the offense and his supporting cast was usually overmatched. In Milwaukee, he is bound to be targeted by opposing coaches during the playoffs and could wind up looking like the weakest link.
There have been calls for patience: Milwaukee's stars needed time to get to know each other, to adjust to a midseason coaching change and to work Khris Middleton back into the lineup after an extended absence because of an ankle injury. Well, time's almost up, and the Bucks have yet to crest, instead suffering a string of embarrassing losses last week.
Trading for the 33-year-old Lillard was a title-or-bust decision for a Milwaukee team that lost in last year's first round, and the longer-term view looks dim given how many of Antetokounmpo's key teammates are headed for age-related decline. This will be a now-or-maybe-never postseason for the Bucks and especially Lillard, who requested a trade from the Trail Blazers so he could have a chance to win it all. To make matters worse, the Miami Heat and Philadelphia 76ers loom as potential first-round matchups capable of sending the Bucks into another spiral.
Much like the Bucks, the Celtics were plunged into existential crisis last summer by an unexpected postseason loss to the Heat. However, their major offseason additions -- Kristaps Porzingis and Jrue Holiday -- fit in quickly and neatly, boosting the juggernaut Celtics throughout a 60-plus-win season.

Jayson Tatum is aiming to lead the Boston Celtics to their second Finals appearance of the past three seasons. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


But Tatum, who is already heading into his seventh postseason appearance at 26, knows he will only be judged by the ending. His shaky showings to close the 2022 NBA Finals and the 2023 Eastern Conference finals surely contributed to Boston's aggressive moves last summer, and he deserves credit for taking a half-step back on offense to accommodate the reinforcements. Tatum's two-way contributions, consistency, excellent health and unselfishness clearly make him a top-five MVP candidate, even if his individual numbers aren't as gaudy as some of his competition.
Depending on how the East's matchups shake out, there are scenarios where Boston could skate to the East finals, which would only reinforce its Goliath status. Eventually, though, the Celtics will be tested, and they must perform better in late-game situations than they did in the past two postseasons. Porzingis and Holiday give Boston a wider range of options, but ultimately Tatum will find himself in position to decide games -- by taking key shots or by making the right reads in the final minutes. Though Celtics management has set the table as well as it can for Tatum's championship breakthrough, he must be the one to see it through.
Minnesota's massive 2022 trade for Gobert has paid off handsomely this season, making it easy to forget the French center was suspended for taking a swing at a teammate at this time last year. Indeed, Gobert, who was inexplicably snubbed from the all-star team, deserves more credit for his remarkable bounce back from those unfortunate shenanigans. He is probably headed for his fourth defensive player of the year award, and he has helped the Timberwolves to the second-best season in franchise history by captaining the NBA's stingiest defense. Last season's chemistry questions have given way to six months of consistent winning that has kept Minnesota at or near the top of the daunting Western Conference.
Despite that progress, Gobert isn't widely regarded as a "16-game player," the moniker crafted by his rival, Golden State Warriors star Draymond Green, to highlight stars capable of raising their games in the postseason. Dating from his time with the Utah Jazz, Gobert has played for winning teams in each of the past eight seasons but has won only three playoff series and never reached the conference finals. The simplistic nature of his screen-and-dive offensive game coupled with his periodic struggles to defend stars on the perimeter have prompted accusations that his regular season impact doesn't translate to high-level playoff basketball.

Minnesota Timberwolves center Rudy Gobert is seeking the first conference finals appearance of his career. (Etienne Laurent/AP)


Minnesota is guaranteed a difficult first-round matchup, with the Los Angeles Lakers' LeBron James and Anthony Davis, the Warriors' Stephen Curry and Green, and the Suns' Durant and Devin Booker looming as possibilities. Gobert's defense will be essential to Minnesota's winning formula in any of those showdowns, considering scintillating guard Anthony Edwards is still just 22 and all-star forward Karl-Anthony Towns is sidelined after March knee surgery (though is reportedly nearing a return). While Gobert has more capable defensive talent around him than he did in Utah, that fact will only heighten the scrutiny if Minnesota falls flat. Remember, the Timberwolves sacrificed four first-round picks to land Gobert and will face a major salary cap crunch this summer once Edwards's new contract kicks in. If Minnesota can't post its first playoff series win since 2004, management will be forced to consider breaking up its star trio.
Simply put, Beal has been one of the league's worst values on a production-per-dollar basis this season. The former Washington Wizards guard is earning $46.7 million -- more than anyone besides Curry, Durant, James, Jokic and Joel Embiid -- yet he has appeared in only 49 games and has posted a pedestrian 15.4 Player Efficiency Rating. His first season in Phoenix has been a forgettable mashup of nagging injuries and clunky adjustments to his new life as a third wheel behind Durant and Booker. Despite having its own set of problems with Jordan Poole, Washington should be elated that it was able to ship out Beal's five-year, $251 million contract last year.

Phoenix Suns guard Bradley Beal has earned nearly $1 million for every game he has played this season. (Rick Scuteri/AP)


Suns optimists would argue that the veteran-dominated, top-heavy team wasn't designed for regular season dominance and shouldn't be judged until the playoffs. Fair enough. Phoenix has won at a 50-game pace with Beal on the court. In theory, there's still enough firepower on hand to outscore virtually any team in the West bracket.
Actualizing postseason success will require Beal, who hasn't played in the second round since 2017, to perform more effectively as a scorer, distributor and defender. Phoenix's ninth-ranked offense must ascend to greater heights to compensate for its thin front line and mediocre defense, cutting down on turnovers through more careful ball movement. If the Suns fall to a more cohesive opponent such as the Nuggets or the Oklahoma City Thunder in the first round, new owner Mat Ishbia's decision to bet on Beal's waning star power will elicit a new round of pointed criticism.
The Clippers have lived through an unpredictable three-act play this season: After briefly struggling in the wake of the James Harden trade, they kicked into top gear for a sensational December and January before slogging through an uninspired closing stretch. With Kawhi Leonard nursing a late-season knee injury and Harden averaging just 15.2 points on 38.7 percent shooting since the all-star break, George must assert himself if the Clippers are going to prevail in the first round. His 39 points, including the game-winning jumper, to beat the Cleveland Cavaliers on Sunday were just what the doctor ordered.
Tough sledding awaits: The Clippers are almost certainly going to draw Luka Doncic's Dallas Mavericks in the first round. That's not much of a reward for the franchise's first 50-win season since 2016-17, given Doncic is playing the best basketball of his career and the red-hot Mavericks' trade deadline additions, Daniel Gafford and PJ Washington, have worked out very well.

A big postseason could make Clippers forward Paul George one of the hottest commodities in free agency this summer. (Jayne Kamin-Oncea/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


George, 33, faces pressure on several fronts. His 2019 team-up with Leonard hasn't delivered a Finals appearance, and Clippers fans will be expecting a big postseason from the nine-time all-star after he missed the 2023 playoffs because of a knee injury. What's more, the Clippers signed Leonard to a lucrative contract extension in January but did not reach a similar deal with George, who holds a $48.8 million player option for 2024-25 and could become one of this summer's top free agents if he opts out.
This postseason also serves as a potential pivot point for the organization, which will leave Crypto.com Arena for Intuit Dome next season. Considering the Clippers' up-and-down regular season, a conference finals trip seems just as likely as another first-round flameout. A signature postseason for "Playoff P" would maximize his contract leverage and generate excitement around the franchise's move to Inglewood, but a whimpering exit would make observers question the shelf life of an expensive roster built around Leonard, George and Harden.
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        The future of AI will run on Amazon, company CEO says
        Caroline O'Donovan, Gerrit De Vynck

        Amazon CEO Andy Jassy says the company is positioned to dominate generative AI despite its recent pullback on ambitious cashierless checkout technology and widespread views that it is behind in the next great tech race.
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The future of AI will run on Amazon, company CEO says
Amazon CEO Andy Jassy says the company is positioned to dominate generative AI despite its recent pullback on ambitious cashierless checkout technology and widespread views that it is behind in the next great tech race.
By Caroline O'Donovan, Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-04-11

The Amazon campus outside the company headquarters in 2020 in Seattle. (Elaine Thompson/AP)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Less than two weeks after rolling back one of Amazon's most ambitious artificial intelligence projects -- a cashierless checkout technology called Just Walk Out -- CEO Andy Jassy expressed confidence that the future of the company's biggest breakthroughs for customers will come from generative AI.
While Amazon has widely been viewed by consumers and the market as falling behind on AI, Jassy said in an annual shareholder letter published Thursday that he is "optimistic that much of this world-changing AI will be built on top of AWS," or Amazon Web Services, the company's cloud computing business that many of the world's digital businesses already rely on to run.
In the letter, Jassy laid out the company's strategy on generative AI, describing how it is focused less on building consumer-facing applications to compete directly with popular tools like OpenAI's ChatGPT than on building the underlying "foundational" AI models and selling them to enterprise customers, which Jassy said already include Delta Air Lines, Siemens and Pfizer.
When ChatGPT came out a year and a half ago, it kicked off an arms race between Big Tech companies and a wave of new start-ups to build the best AI technology and figure out ways to make money from it. Billions of dollars have been spent, and Google, OpenAI and others such as Anthropic AI have released increasingly capable AI bots. But companies are struggling to find the right way to integrate them into their existing products, and for now, most consumers have yet to begin spending real money on the AI tools that have already been made available.
Amazon, for its part, has spent billions on generative AI. It recently invested an additional $2.75 billion, bringing its total investment to $4 billion in start-up Anthropic, giving it a minority stake. As part of the deal, Anthropic will run on Amazon Web Services, and Amazon will be able to offer its enterprise customers access to Anthropic's Claude, one of the leading generative AI models.
The company added AI expert Andrew Ng, a highly respected AI pioneer and the former chief scientist at Chinese internet company Baidu, to its board as of Thursday. It has also committed billions of dollars to development of the data centers needed to power the growth of artificial intelligence technology.
But while Amazon is clearly seeking a path toward dominating the AI space, it has struggled so far to create consumer-facing products that resonate with customers. Earlier this year, it launched Rufus, a shopping assistant that failed to meaningfully improve on the existing search-based shopping experience. It has also stalled on development of a "smarter and more conversational" Alexa assistant, which it announced in September but has yet to release to customers.
While Amazon's stock price has risen 25 percent so far this year, the company has yet to fully recover from its pandemic overspending. After laying off more than 27,000 employees between 2022 and 2024, it continued to cut jobs last week, eliminating hundreds of positions in AWS that focused on the cashierless checkout program Just Walk Out that it nixed from Amazon Fresh grocery stores.
In his letter, Jassy said he expects the company will experience continued cost-cutting, specifically in its fulfillment and logistics division as it becomes more efficient. "We've challenged every closely held belief in our fulfillment network, and reevaluated every part of it, and found several areas where we believe we can lower costs even further while also delivering faster for customers," he wrote.
(Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
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Apple will approve used parts in iPhone repairs, in long-awaited reversal
Starting this fall, you may be able to pay less for a fully functioning fix if you have an iPhone 15 or newer.
By Chris Velazco | 2024-04-11

(Washington Post illustration; Shutterstock)


The next time you need to have your iPhone fixed, you may not have to pay as much to get it working just the way it used to.
Apple told The Washington Post it is easing a key restriction on iPhone repairs. Starting this fall, owners of an iPhone 15 or newer will be able to get their broken devices fixed with used parts -- including screens, batteries and cameras -- without any change in functionality.
When an iPhone breaks, owners have historically had three options: They can get it repaired using expensive new replacement parts from Apple, aftermarket parts made by third-party suppliers, or used parts pulled from other iPhones. The catch? If you take either of the latter two routes, the parts won't work exactly the same as the originals.
These limitations have long frustrated repair shops, researchers and consumer advocates who say these practices can scare people away from cheaper, independent fixes.
Apple won't supply repair shops or technicians with used parts, John Ternus, the company's senior vice president of hardware engineering, said in an interview. And this shift in policy won't apply to older versions of the iPhone.
Still, the change could be especially helpful for people who can't afford Apple Store prices for an out-of-warranty repair, or for those whose most convenient repair option is a local shop.
Apple's about-face is a big change, one that's been in the works for years, Ternus said.
In older versions of the iPhone, replacing certain parts with components harvested from other iPhones yields an on-screen warning and a disabling of some features. Swap a screen from one iPhone into another, for example, and the True Tone feature -- which makes colors on your screen look more natural -- stops working. That would happen even if that replacement screen came from a new iPhone.
That's because these parts are effectively locked to the device they came with originally -- a practice commonly known as "parts pairing." Historically, the only way to restore full functionality is for an authorized repair person to use new Apple parts that the company has certified through a "system configuration" process.
Going forward, Apple says, that configuration will happen right on the phone and won't require a repair person to provide a part's serial number.
The company also announced on Thursday that it is extending its anti-theft Activation Lock feature to the parts inside iPhones. If you get your phone fixed by a less than scrupulous repair outfit that used parts from a stolen iPhone, those parts can't be configured to work correctly.
Ternus told The Post that Apple engineers from across the country have had to figure out how to change the design of products, their components and the manufacturing process "to enable the use of used parts without compromising."
Together, these changes will make it a little less tricky -- and a little less expensive -- to get a busted iPhone running as well as before.
What hasn't changed, however, is Apple's approach to aftermarket replacement parts built by other companies. If one of these components -- say, a replacement battery or screen -- is used to fix an iPhone, the owner will continue to see a warning that the part may not be "genuine" and that related features like True Tone or the battery health readout will not work.
Ternus said Apple "totally believes that third-party parts should be usable in repair" as long as the use of those parts is disclosed to a device's owner. But the reason those aftermarket parts in iPhones won't work the same as original parts do, he added, is because Apple doesn't know how to calibrate them to work as the company intended.
Even so, the company may have no choice but to more fully embrace parts it doesn't make.
In late March, Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek (D) signed into law a right-to-repair bill that includes one strict requirement missing from similar legislation in states like New York, Minnesota and California.
The law, which is set to take effect in January 2025, would prevent device makers like Apple from using parts pairing to deter people and repair shops from using third-party replacement parts.
The law also specifically says that companies can't use parts-pairing practices to "reduce the functionality or performance of consumer electronic equipment."
That's a first for right-to-repair laws in the United States and seemingly requires Apple to ensure that iPhones repaired with aftermarket or third-party replacement parts act identically to ones full of genuine Apple components.
It's not clear how Apple might approach this requirement on a technical level because it has no control over the companies building their own replacement screens and batteries.
Neither Ternus nor Apple spokespeople commented on what changes may have to be made to abide by Oregon law, but the company said in an earlier statement that the bill's language "introduces the possibility that Apple would be required to allow unknown, non-secure third-party Face ID or Touch ID modules to unlock" a user's personal information.
"We will continue to support repair legislation, but strongly believe this bill does not offer the consumer protections Oregonians deserve," the company said at the time.
Companies that violate the law are subject fines of up to $1,000 per day -- a drop in the bucket considering iPhones generated nearly $70 billion in revenue for Apple last quarter. With enforcement set to begin in July 2027, the ball is in Apple's court to further expand its repair plans, push back or let the fines pile up.
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A drone factory in Utah is at the epicenter of anti-China fervor
U.S. drone makers are hoping to break China's hold on the U.S. market. 
By Eva Dou | 2024-04-11
SALT LAKE CITY -- When George Matus was in high school in Salt Lake City, he had a vision of small drones flitting at people's shoulders to help them explore. At 17, he founded Teal Drones, named after a speedy breed of duck.
"At the beginning, it was more focused on the joy of flight," Matus said.
But after launching Teal Drones in 2015, Matus was soon struggling to keep it afloat. A drone-maker in China called DJI had dominated the global market with sleek, easy-to-use consumer drones at prices that were simply impossible for a U.S.-based company to match.
At some point, Matus realized that if he wanted to keep his dream alive, he'd have to change the dream.
Today, Matus says Teal sells most of its drones to the Pentagon to help soldiers with reconnaissance, with other sales to municipal police departments and U.S. Customs and Border Protection ("They've got our drones deployed on both borders," he says). The company adopted the slogan "Dominate the Night" to tout its drones' ability to spot targets in the dark.
"Most of our focus is DOD (Department of Defense)," said Matus, now 26. "Since the invasion of Ukraine, it has become very clear that drones are incredibly impactful to war."

From left, Jaxon Kirby and Steven Clarke build drone arms on the production line at the Teal Drones headquarters and factory in Salt Lake City. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)



Nearly finished drones are lined up on the production line at the Teal Drones headquarters and factory in Salt Lake City. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)


The U.S. small drone industry is experiencing a renaissance after having been all but given up for lost, due to the impossibility of competing with China on production costs. The reason for the resurgence is a grim one: Small drones have proven a potent battle tool in the Ukraine war, with soldiers strapping bombs on them and sending them on one-way missions.
The Pentagon has announced a "Replicator" program to produce thousands of U.S. small drones, in an initiative that U.S. drone makers hope will help provide them with steady sales and help offset their higher production costs. Jeff Thompson, whose company Red Cat acquired Teal Drones in 2021, said other governments across North America and Europe are also ordering thousands of drones, wary of being caught flat-footed if another war breaks out.
"Everyone wants to make sure they have the drones before something happens," Thompson said. "Hopefully everyone buys a whole bunch of drones, and no one wants to invade each other anymore. That'd be great."
When Matus was launching Teal in 2015, investors anticipated a commercial boom: Amazon's founder Jeff Bezos had announced ambitions to deliver packages by drone nationwide as early as 2017. (Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
But the drone-based consumer lifestyle never materialized. Sorting out the licenses to fly the devices was complicated and varied by state. The technology was still not reliable enough. There was also a reflexive ick-factor from the public over the idea of eagle-eyed drones flying over their homes all the time.
"The concept is cool and exciting," said Adam Bry, CEO of the largest U.S. drone maker, San Mateo, Calif.-based Skydio, of the idea of delivery drones. "The actual delivery of working product has turned out to be phenomenally complicated."
Then in 2016, China's DJI launched a 1.6-pound drone called the "Mavic Pro" for $999, which pretty much demolished the hopes of U.S. players. The Mavic Pro could capture 4K video and 12-megapixel still photos. It could lock onto a subject and follow them automatically, and live stream video from more than four miles away. With its four wings folded, the 3.3-inch by 7.8-inch device could be carried in a pocket.
Matus tried to match the Mavic Pro's thousand-dollar price point, but he would have to lose money on every drone he sold. He was forced to winnow his staff of 45 down to 10.

Drone arms on the production line at the Teal Drones headquarters and factory in Salt Lake City. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)



Ken Carignan flies a Rotor Riot drone using a headset at the Teal Drones headquarters and factory in Salt Lake City. Carignan and many other employees gather after work to fly and race drones for fun. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)



Alec Lloyd works on final construction and testing for drones on the line at the Teal Drones headquarters and factory in Salt Lake City. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)


"That was the trough of disillusionment," Matus recalled. "Most companies were going out of business. And Teal was also very close to the brink."
Alex Wishart, 58, Teal's technician manager, recalled it being "touch and go for a while," though he said the company never missed paychecks, even during tough times.
Teal, Skydio and the few other remaining U.S. drone makers were thrown a lifeline in 2018, when the Defense Department banned the use of DJI drones in the U.S. military, citing security concerns of using a China-based supplier. The Army began looking for domestic vendors.
"We went all in on defense," Matus said. "We knew that would be our future."
Teal revamped its drones to be weatherproof, with a thermal camera for night vision, and with a higher level of cybersecurity. The company named its next drone the "Golden Eagle" and unfurled an enormous American flag across its factory wall.
Skydio also made the shift, closing down its consumer drone division in 2023 to focus on government customers.
Matus's team is now  up to nearly 100 people, the most ever. That's still a far cry from DJI's 14,000 employees, who operate automated assembly lines in China, with rows of robot arms churning out some 70 percent of the world's drones.
Teal's workers in Salt Lake City assemble their drones by hand, sitting at several long tables in an open workshop. There is no need for conveyor belts or automated production at their current scale. They do have one robot arm in the back, which is used to calibrate each drone's navigation systems. After calibration, they take the drones out to a grassy patch out front to run them through test flights, with the snow-capped Wasatch Mountains in the distance.
Teal's revival has brought several dozen new engineering and manufacturing jobs to Utah. Even workers with no technical background have quickly picked up the ins and outs of building and flying drones.
Zach Childs, 23, who grew up in West Jordan, south of Salt Lake City, said he did not know anything about drones before joining Teal in January 2023.

Zach Childs test flies a drone in the testing yard at the Teal Drones headquarters and factory in Salt Lake City. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)



Trevor Johnson helps with a test fly at the Teal Drones headquarters and factory in Salt Lake City. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)


"Now I'm like a complete hobbyist," said Childs. "I have drones at home that I always use ... it's practically a supercomputer that's flying around in the air. I mean, it's got nine different processors."
Alexander Pot, 19, who was building drone controllers on a recent weekday afternoon, said his girlfriend's grandmother had come to work at Teal first and had introduced him to the job.
"I build up these big controllers from the bottom," he said. "I'm really trying to learn as much as I can."
Matus still faces an uphill battle. Even in the Salt Lake City area -- Teal Drones' own backyard -- police are skeptical there's a need to buy domestic. They say China's DJI remains the gold standard in functionality and price, and they believe the cybersecurity risk is minimal when the devices are run disconnected from the internet.
Kyle Nordfors, drone search-and-rescue coordinator for Weber County, just north of Salt Lake City, said that while he hoped to see U.S. drone brands become more competitive, DJI's are still the best. He said DJI's better functionality makes the difference between life or death when his team is searching for hikers lost on snowy slopes.
"Unfortunately, the U.S. manufacturers are still years behind," Nordfors said. "If these anti-Chinese laws go into effect, it will cost American lives. And this isn't hyperbole. I can give you actual names of American citizens that would have perished if I was forced to use an American drone."

Kyle Nordfors, aviation specialist for the Weber County Deputy Sheriff, is photographed inside the sheriff's office drone van used for search and rescue operations in Salt Lake City. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)


Nordfors said he believes there isn't a risk of data leakage to China from the drones when they are set to operate disconnected from the internet, which he says is how his team uses them. The pride of his fleet is a top-of-the-line $30,000 DJI drone that can zoom in on targets far out on the horizon and that has a thermal mode that makes people pop out of the landscape.
Nordfors said he was glad Utah's lawmakers "listened to logic" and haven't banned DJI drones. He said he'd explained to them how they could delete all the data off the drones before reconnecting them to the internet. "It's all fearmongering and nonsense," he said.
Josh Ashdown, a sergeant with the Salt Lake City Police Department overseeing its drone program, says his team has a fleet of 17 drones from four brands -- China-based DJI and Autel, and the U.S. brands Skydio and Brinc.
"Some of it is just economics, on which ones are the most affordable, and being responsible with our tax dollars," he said.
Ashdown said the Salt Lake City Police Department now has 27 officers licensed to fly drones, and they take them out for an operation or for practice almost every day. He called the drones a transformative technology that is allowing police officers to monitor parade routes for possible attackers, and to check a location for bystanders before a SWAT team moves in.

Salt Lake Police Department Sgt. Josh Ashdown poses with a DJI Mavic 3T drone used in the department's drone program outside the Salt Lake Public Safety building in Salt Lake City. The SLPD has an extensive program that uses drones in many support capacities. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)



Salt Lake Police Department Sgt. Josh Ashdown demonstrates one of the drones used in the department's drone program outside the Salt Lake Public Safety building in Salt Lake City. The SLPD has an extensive program that uses drones in many support capacities. (Kim Raff/FTWP)


The state of Florida adopted a ban on police using China-made drones last year. There are no such restrictions in other states.
At the Miami Police Department, Sgt. Anthony Loperfido says his team had a fleet of 14 DJI drones before the state banned China-based drone brands, and they had to scramble to find the funds to buy more-expensive domestic ones. His team now fields 12 Skydio drones made in California, which cost around $25,000 a piece, compared to $1,500 to $3,000 for the DJI ones. "That's a lot of money to put out," he said.
Loperfido said his team has had to suspend their use of drones for indoor SWAT operations after Florida's China drone ban went into effect. The U.S.-made drones, he said, were "falling short" in indoor cellular connectivity. If the operator loses contact with the drone, he said, it can no longer fly. "Now all you have is a piece of technology sitting inside some place on the floor that you can't communicate with," he said.
But Loperfido said U.S. drone makers have been making strides. He cited the new Skydio X10, which he said has features tailored for law enforcement, compared to off-the-shelf DJI consumer drones.
"I would have said that then," he said, of U.S. drones lagging in functionality. "I don't think I can say that now."
After the work day, Matus's employees often take out their personal drones, zooming them around in loops around the office for the sheer joy of it. When they pull on paired goggles that display the live feed from their drone's camera, they can experience the exhilarating drone's eye view of the high-speed flight.
It's what a teenage Matus had envisioned his drones would allow customers to do. But his employees are not playing with Teal drones. At $15,000 a piece, Teal's products are far too pricey to goof around with. The employees instead race cheap and cheerful China-made drones, which frequently crash into the walls, requiring repairs.

Kyle Nordfors, aviation specialist for the Weber County Deputy Sheriff, is photographed flying a DJI drone from the top of the sheriff's office drone van used for search and rescue operations in Salt Lake City. (Kim Raff for The Washington Post)


The prospects remain difficult for any consumer-oriented U.S. drone company to survive in the face of competition from DJI. Teal's parent company, Red Cat, had also owned two consumer drone start-ups, Fat Shark and Rotor Riot, which sourced from China to keep their costs down. Red Cat recently sold those two start-ups, keeping only Teal.
"With us working with the government daily now, we've got to split ourselves," Thompson said. "We can't say 'Made in USA' and I'm on the phone at 2 o'clock in the morning ordering a bunch of stuff from China."
The last American consumer drone model, Matus says, had been Snap's Pixy, which the company issued a recall on in February due to overheating batteries that sometimes caught fire.
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I've been living with a $699 AI Pin on my chest. You probably shouldn't.
Humane's Pin is one of the first dedicated AI gadgets out there, but it's as frustrating as it is fascinating.
By Chris Velazco | 2024-04-11

The Post's Chris Velazco reviews Humane's AI Pin, a $699 wearable with a touchpad, a camera and a laser projector you stick to your shirt.


SAN FRANCISCO -- Our phones constantly clamor for our attention, and some people -- myself included -- are getting tired of it.
We're more than 15 years into the age of the modern, all-screen smartphone, and companies big and small are busy reimagining what we might want to use next.
Meta has AI sunglasses that can recognize objects around you. The start-up Rabbit has an AI handheld that can learn to interact with apps and services for you. And former Apple design chief Jony Ive is raising money to build some kind of secretive AI companion gadget.
Or you could put on Humane's AI Pin, a $699 wearable with a touch pad, a camera and a laser projector you stick to your shirt. It's not meant to replace your phone, but Humane thinks you could live a little more in the moment when you're asking an AI to answer questions and text people instead of staring at a screen again.
I've spent the last two weeks testing the Pin to see if it could possibly live up to the hype. Here's how it went and what you need to know.
If you've ever watched Captain Picard tap his combadge to talk his colleagues on Star Trek, congratulations: You basically already know how to use the AI Pin.
You're meant to wear the Pin high up on your chest, so you can quickly reach over and press its touch pad -- that turns on its microphone so you can ask something.
(For what it's worth, Humane President Imran Chaudhri told me the company doesn't "use any of your data in any of our training or training of other models," unless you view your Pin's activity online and choose to leave feedback.)
When you want to read an incoming message or fiddle with the Pin's settings, you hold your hand up in front of the Pin so the projector can beam its interface onto your palm. To interact with items that appear on your palm, you're supposed to tilt your hand around to highlight them and pinch your fingers Vision Pro style to "click" on them.

You can control the AI Pin through menus it projects onto your hand with a laser. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


If this all sounds pretty neat, well, it is. And Humane is right about one thing: Interacting with a device like this feels surprisingly natural, to the point where I sometimes find myself reaching for the Pin to ask a question even when I'm not wearing it.
But using the Pin can get frustrating, fast. Take those tilt and pinch gestures: They're easy to understand, but hard to master. Even after two weeks, I still find myself struggling to select just the right menu options.
Here's another catch: The projector is basically unreadable when you're in the sun. Summer's just around the corner, and it's sure to offer plenty of warm days I don't want my phone to get in the way of, but the Pin is much less useful in broad daylight.
Speaking of warmth, the Pin starts to overheat pretty quickly when you're making back-to-back requests or using the Pin's projector for too long.
When that happens, don't be surprised when the Pin cuts off contact for a while as it cools off. This has happened four or five times in two weeks, at least once when it was just charging from one of its magnetic booster batteries. That's not great, especially since you'll have to snap on another booster to use the Pin for a full day.

When the Pin's battery needs a charge, you can pop it into a portable device that looks like a chrome egg. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


Let's be clear here: No one, not even the folks at Humane, think the Pin is going to replace your smartphone. But it does act like one sometimes.
You have to shell out $24 each month to use the Pin, and part of that cost gives it a line of T-Mobile service for making calls, sending messages and accessing the internet away from home.
Phone calls generally sound pretty good through the Pin's built-in speaker, but if you're around more than a few people, the sound it produces is easily drowned out. (Connecting a pair of Bluetooth headphones, however, really helps.)
Texting is trickier. Unless you specifically tell the Pin you're dictating the contents of a message -- something that's easy to forget when you're just trying to contact someone -- the Pin has this weird tendency to truncate some messages and pretend swear words don't exist.
Here's an example: One day, I asked the Pin to send a message to a friend saying "I'm tired of this [expletive] San Francisco weather and the food." (Neither of these things are even close to true, for the record.)
Instead, the full message he received said "Of this San Francisco weather and the food." My friend was a little confused, to say the least.
Also, think about the services you rely on every day through your phone and pick three of them. Odds are, the Pin can't connect to any of them.
Right now, all it can do is pull contacts from Apple, Google and Microsoft accounts, and play music in Tidal. Humane says it's working to widen the Pin's set of tools, but those changes are going to take time -- and buy-in from companies that believe in the Pin's promise.
Oh, and the camera? At best, it's hit-or miss. In daylight, the results can be pleasant enough, but if you're anywhere dim, expect to see lots of grain and blurry faces.
The idea of a less intrusive kind of camera is a powerful one, but if you want a visual record of your life you might actually want to revisit, you're better off sticking to your phone for photos and video.
At its best, the Pin is a sort of speed dial button to a question-and-answer hotline with an AI on the other end. And on the whole, it worked pretty well.
When I sat down to watch "The Normal Heart" and discovered that former New York mayor Ed Koch was gay, the Pin correctly offered a bit of insight into his only long-term relationship.
But it still gets some factual things wrong. It claimed, for example, that some ingredients in Twinkies have been banned by the state of California. (That's not true, but a local lawmaker is crusading against one of the dyes used in those treats.)
Even though the Pin's answers are more correct than not, I still feel like I have to fact check them. And if that's the case, why shouldn't I just pick my up phone in the first place?
You'll also need to be careful about how you talk to it. Small differences in the way you structure your request mean the difference between success and sheer confusion.
And even when the Pin knows exactly what you're talking about, it produces results that are far from helpful. Just recently, my fiancee and I were figuring out an order for fancy disposable flatware for a pre-wedding reception cocktail hour.
It sounded a little like a word problem so I asked the Pin: "Plates come in packages of 200. Forks come in packages of 150. How many packages of plates and forks do I need to buy to wind up with an equivalent number of plates and works?"
A little arithmetic gives us the answer: 3 packs of plates, and 4 packs of forks. Simple. Instead, the Pin explained calmly and at length about how one might solve this equation, without ever actually solving it.
Humane has a clear plan for making the Pin more useful such as working on features to identify objects with the camera, track your nutrition and connect to other services you rely on. I'm looking forward to trying them out when they arrive, because -- when everything works the way it's supposed to -- there's a glimmer of a good product here.
If there's a lesson here, though, it's that rather than splurging on a new device that promises to fix our problems we may be better off forcing ourselves to use the ones we have more judiciously.
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Funding shortfall forces FCC to slash monthly broadband benefits in May
Some Americans could see federal subsidies for internet service cut in half, and others may not receive any benefit at all.
By Tony Romm | 2024-04-10

President Biden speaks in Raleigh, N.C., on Jan. 18. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


A federal program that has helped roughly 23 million American households receive free or heavily discounted high-speed internet is set to see sharp cuts in May, leaving many low-income families facing possible price hikes -- or the imminent loss of service altogether.
Congress has not yet approved new money for the digital initiative, so the Federal Communications Commission announced Tuesday that it would have to reduce the maximum payment: Many will see their subsidies fall to $14 per month, less than half of what some now receive toward their broadband bills.
The looming change could mean a price hike for low-income families in the Affordable Connectivity Program, if the reduced federal aid isn't enough to cover the full cost of their service. But the exact effects ultimately depend on internet providers, which can offer their own discounts -- or simply elect to stop accepting federal subsidies in May. Without new funding, the program will pay no benefits in June.
Charter, which has a substantial number of customers enrolled in the program, said this week it would accept partial payments next month. Other companies, including AT&T, Comcast and Verizon, have not fully detailed how they will handle the matter if the cuts kick in -- and did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
In a blog post last week, AT&T pointed subscribers toward its existing low-cost option, which costs $30 per month. The company did not say whether would accept partial federal subsidies in May.
"We encourage providers to take efforts to keep consumers connected at this crucial time," the FCC said in a public notice.
The update arrived a day after the White House renewed its calls for Congress to approve new emergency funding for the Affordable Connectivity Program, which lawmakers enacted as part of a sprawling 2021 bipartisan law to improve the nation's infrastructure. The idea originated in the coronavirus pandemic, as Democrats and Republicans looked to ensure that cash-strapped families -- many thrust out of jobs -- could continue to work, learn and communicate online.
Lawmakers this year have had multiple opportunities to address the funding shortfall, but they have repeatedly failed to act, even as part of a deal to fund the government that they adopted last month. Their next opportunity may arrive in the coming weeks, when Congress weighs emergency legislation that would provision new aid to Ukraine and reconstruction money for the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore.
"Without congressional action to extend funding for the program, those 23 million households and families will lose that benefit and will see internet costs go up or lose internet access," Stephen Benjamin, a senior adviser to the president, said on a recent call with reporters.
Anticipating a shortfall, the FCC began taking steps earlier this year to wind down the Affordable Connectivity Program. It halted new sign-ups in February and ordered internet providers in March to begin communicating with customers about the potential end of the program.
Previewing the cuts, the FCC said Tuesday that most qualified households would receive $14 per month, down from the $30 they had received. For those living on tribal lands, the maximum monthly benefit would fall to $35 beginning in May, down from $75. The initiative also allows families to receive a credit for eligible devices, which would be reduced to $47 from the current $100.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/04/09/affordable-connectivity-program-fcc-cuts/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

      National

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        The joys and challenges of interracial friendships
        Rachel  Hatzipanagos

        About US recently asked readers to share how they navigate interracial friendships and received more than 400 responses. We talked to a few of them.

      

      
        At least four hurt after gunfire erupts at Philadelphia Eid celebration
        Daniel Wu

        Three people were shot and one was struck by a police vehicle after feuding groups exchanged gunfire at a park where about 1,000 were celebrating the end of Ramadan, officials say.

      

      
        Ohio officer shot Black teen who was holding a fake gun, new video shows
        Ben Brasch

        "It's fake!" yelled a 15-year-old boy in Akron, Ohio, after he was shot in the wrist carrying what his family says was a toy gun. The officer is on paid leave.

      

      
        Police fire 96 shots in 41 seconds, killing Black man during traffic stop
        Jennifer Hassan

        Newly released body-cam videos show plainclothes Chicago police officers shooting at Dexter Reed, 26. Mayor Brandon Johnson vowed a "transparent" investigation.

      

      
        As colleges receive FAFSA records, some ask: 'How do we trust this data?'
        Danielle Douglas-Gabriel

        Colleges and universities are reporting more errors in FAFSA applicant data coming from the Education Department, adding to the rocky rollout of new financial aid form.

      

      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The joys and challenges of interracial friendships 
About US recently asked readers to share how they navigate interracial friendships and received more than 400 responses. We talked to a few of them.
By Rachel  Hatzipanagos | 2024-04-11

(Illustration by Paola Saliby for The Washington Post)


Navigating a friendship circle can be tricky. Throw in racial and cultural differences and the task gets even trickier.
The Washington Post recently asked readers how they navigate interracial friendships and received more than 400 responses.
Many Black and Latino respondents said friendships outside their race can be exhausting, and require explaining the ways in which they encounter racism on a daily basis. Others said they had to learn to confront people about uncomfortable topics.
"Racial blind spots are the hardest parts of me having White friends," said Kimberly Nao, who is of Black and Japanese descent. "They don't quite get why certain things are a challenge for me."
She recalls a time when a White friend asked if she would be okay with her using the "n-word" -- if she didn't do it in Nao's presence. "This was from someone I considered a close friend," said Nao, 54. The friendship ultimately ended, Nao said, after she confronted the friend on the issue.

Erin Lauderback and Jo'el Rouse, who have been friends for three decades and consider each other family. (Courtesy of Jo'el Rouse)


Among White Americans, 90 percent of their social networks are also White, a 2022 study from the Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI), a nonprofit, nonpartisan research organization, found. Among Black Americans, 78 percent of their social networks are also Black. Hispanics and Asian Americans have slightly more diverse social circles, with 63 percent and 65 percent of their social networks, respectively, made up of people of the same ethnic background, the study found.
That appears to be changing as the country's non-White population grows and young people develop more diverse friend groups. Fifty-four percent of White Americans ages 18 to 29 have all-White friend groups, compared with 74 percent of those 65 years old and older, the PRRI survey found.
The biggest predictor of whether someone has friends of a different race is the diversity of their schools, said Grace Kao, a professor of sociology at Yale University who has studied interracial friendships.
"When you're young, you mostly know people from school," Kao said. As students move on from high school to their adult lives, their social networks may become less diverse over time, she said.
Jo'el Rouse, who is Black, and his best friend Erin Lauderback, who is White, met as seventh-grade students in Indianapolis and have remained friends. "Having and maintaining friendships in and outside of my race is all I know," Rouse said.
They share a lot in common: Rouse is a twin and Lauderback a triplet. They both love travel.
"We respect each other's beliefs," said Lauderback, 45, adding that she understood her friend's perspective on issues of race more as she got older. "He can always come to me about anything, and vice versa."
Here are a few of the stories readers shared with The Post about interracial friendships:
Kendrick Peterson is used to being someone's only -- and sometimes first -- Black friend.
"I become the de facto expert in conversations about race, discrimination, police brutality," said Peterson, 26. But "I am not an expert, I'm just Black."
He moved around a lot growing up, and his friendships have mostly been with people outside his race. Peterson said that has continued while he's been a law student at the University of California at Berkeley, which is just 3.6 percent Black.
Educating his friends about systemic racism can be exhausting, Peterson said. "Sometimes rather than engage in a spirited conversation about police brutality on a Tuesday at 8:00 a.m., I just want to vibe and eat my breakfast," Peterson said.
But these conversations can sometimes be rewarding. He remembers telling a White friend about his experiences being racially profiled while shopping.
A few months later, Peterson says he was walking through a grocery store with that friend when he was stopped by a security guard. The guard accused him of shoplifting. His friend jumped in to intervene.
"You've been following this man throughout the entire store the entire time without any cause or reason. And that is ridiculous," Peterson remembers his friend saying.
"Having that allyship in those individuals that are very, very different from me come to my defense and come to my support without me asking for it has been absolutely critical and necessary," Peterson said.
Crystal Bui never wanted to stick out in her predominantly White high school. She dyed her hair brown from black, tried on colored contacts and wouldn't bring Asian food to lunch.
"I just wanted to fit in, which meant not looking different, not being different, not sticking out," said Bui, who is Vietnamese American. "I didn't want to be the Asian girl who only had Asian friends."
But sometimes there would be culture clashes. For example, when calling her house, her White friends would simply ask, "Is Crystal there?" But that's considered "very rude" in Asian culture, she said.
"You're supposed to say, 'Hello, Mr. Bui, this is my name and may I please speak with Crystal,'" Bui said. "Regardless of how many times I told them, 'I need you to address my parents this way, it's a sign of respect in my culture,' they just didn't understand the significance."
At Tufts University, she found a more diverse set of friends and explored systemic racism in some of her classes. "The exposure helped me realize the importance of making more Asian friends, and also friends with other minority groups," Bui said.
The 2021 spa shootings in Atlanta, which left eight people dead, nearly all of whom were Asian, cemented her need to develop different types of friendships. "That really opened my eyes to the importance of making sure I had friends who understood my background and why that particular shooting really broke me," Bui said.
Growing up in suburban Oklahoma City, Becca Yanez was accustomed to being "the only" Hispanic girl in her friend group.
Her friends were "usually White, middle-class Baptists." Meanwhile, her parents had immigrated from Venezuela and are Catholic.
"I always felt like I didn't belong anywhere," said Yanez, 23.
Her friends often pointed out their differences, including her religion and what her friends called her "racial ambiguity," some of which they deemed "wild," she said.
"It's just so dehumanizing and it makes those friendships not feel genuine anymore," Yanez said. "Are you actually my friend or are you my friend to seem more progressive?"
Yanez said she recently had a falling out, unrelated to race, with her mostly White college friend group and is finding it "really hard" to make friends as an adult. But she is hoping to develop a diverse social circle. "I would like to not constantly be the only one in friend  groups," Yanez said. "I would like to meet more people who are culturally similar to me."

Donna Ferency and Angela Moragne, who have been friends for more than a decade and who consider each other soulmates. (Courtesy of Angela Moragne)


Angela Moragne has always had a diverse social network.
Four of her closest friends are White woman, she says, including Donna Forency, 86, whom she met in the 2000s.
It can difficult to open up to friends of another race, said Moragne, 62. "As a Black woman, I'm instantly on guard when sharing any of my deepest thoughts with people who don't look like me," she said.
But she's never had trouble wading into difficult topics, including on racism, with Ferency. "We have reached that point now where we're pretty much we're on the same page. Not always, but pretty much we're on the same page," Ferency said.
Of course, it hasn't always been smooth sailing. Once, a White male friend asked if Black people like bagels, Moragne recalls.
"I was like, what? Yes, I like bagels," Moragne said, laughing. "That's innocence. That's somebody saying I have no hate in my heart, I'm just wondering."
Over the years, educating her White friends on matters of race has become "exhausting" for Natalie Cole.
So she's finally decided she's done.
"I've raised all my White children," Cole, 43, who is Black, says she likes to say. "Meaning I have all the White friends I can muster. I am not interested in having new conversations with new White people."
She recalls working in Colorado as a lobbyist in a predominantly White company when a colleague suggested they have lunch at a restaurant with a water mister cooling patrons in the heat. She had to explain that the mister wouldn't work for her natural hair, which would curl instantly.
"Although it seemed trivial to them, to me, I was like, 'Oh no, I can't go to this. I can't sit on the water and hang out with you guys,'" Cole said. "It took me out of the event."
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At least four hurt after gunfire erupts at Philadelphia Eid celebration
Three people were shot and one was struck by a police vehicle after feuding groups exchanged gunfire at a park where about 1,000 were celebrating the end of Ramadan, officials say.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-04-11

A person talks to an officer in the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia on Wednesday. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Three people were shot and a child was hit by a law enforcement vehicle after gunfire broke out Wednesday afternoon at a Philadelphia park where about 1,000 people had gathered to celebrate the end of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, police said.
Kevin Bethel, Philadelphia's police commissioner, said in a news conference that two groups that appeared to be feuding "factions" began exchanging gunfire at Clara Muhammad Square around 2:30 p.m. About 30 shots were fired, Bethel said.
Officers arrested four people exiting the West Philadelphia park who were carrying weapons, Bethel said. A fifth person, a male 15-year-old who was shot by an officer in the leg and shoulder, was also arrested, he said. The boy, who was taken to the hospital and is in stable condition, was holding a gun when the officer fired, Bethel said.
The department is investigating the officer-involved shooting, Bethel said.
Two other people are in stable condition, including a 22-year-old who was shot in the stomach and a juvenile who was shot in the hand, Bethel said. A young child also suffered a leg fracture after a responding police vehicle accidentally struck her, he said.

People gather in the aftermath of a shooting at an Eid al-Fitr event in Philadelphia on Wednesday. (Matt Rourke/AP)


The celebratory gathering descended into chaos amid the gunfire. Bethel said people attending the event grabbed children and pulled them out of harm's way.
"We're very, very fortunate today that we did not have more individuals shot or anyone killed," Bethel said.
Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker visited the scene of the shooting to speak with community members, her office told The Washington Post. Katherine Gilmore Richardson, an at-large member of the City Council, said in a post on X that she was "completely appalled" by the shooting.
"While Eid marks the end of Ramadan and is meant to be a celebratory occasion, families and community members must now deal with yet another senseless shooting," Richardson said. "I am praying for the victims, their families and entire Muslim community in Philadelphia."
Corey Taylor, who said he was the father of the 22-year-old who was shot, told NBC 10 he was "tired of all the violence and the nonsense that's going on."
"We can do better as a people, as all Homo sapiens, human beings," Taylor said.
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Ohio officer shot Black teen who was holding a fake gun, new video shows
"It's fake!" yelled a 15-year-old boy in Akron, Ohio, after he was shot in the wrist carrying what his family says was a toy gun. The officer is on paid leave.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-04-11

Body-camera footage shows an Akron police officer shooting a teen in the hand on April 1 after a 911 caller reported him to police for holding a


An Akron police officer shot a 15-year-old boy who was holding a fake gun within seconds of stopping him, newly released body-camera footage shows.
Ryan Vayda Westlake, who has been with the Akron police nearly a decade, shot Tavion Koonce-Williams in the wrist on April 1, leaving the Black teenager with injuries that were not considered life-threatening. The officer is on paid leave as state officials investigate the incident.
The footage released Monday shows Tavion repeatedly screaming, "It's fake!" after being shot. His voice cracks and he begins to cry while complying with Westlake's commands to get on the ground.
Investigators confirmed that the gun was fake, Akron police Capt. Michael Miller told The Washington Post on Wednesday. He added that the department wouldn't be commenting further because of the open investigation.
Akron Mayor Shammas Malik, just shy of his 100th day in office, released the footage and Westlake's personnel file, promising transparency as the investigation continues. The file contains several disciplinary actions along with use-of-force incidents, including one deemed unreasonable.
Imokhai Okolo, an attorney for the teen, vowed to seek justice. He said in a statement that Tavion is a high school student "now grappling with the trauma of being profiled and having his life flash before his eyes after being shot." The director of an Akron-based Black advocacy group has called for Westlake's firing.
The local Fraternal Order of Police chapter released a statement Tuesday saying Westlake "acted within policy and procedure and according to his training."
The personnel file shows that the police union previously represented Westlake and won him back his job after he pulled his firearm on his girlfriend in January 2021.
"While some may watch the video and play 'Monday morning quarterback,' that is not a luxury officers have when faced with these complex situations," the union's statement said.
The union added it knows people may have "concerns" about Westlake's personnel file, but that "does not change the fact that this use of force on April 1, 2024 was objectively reasonable."

Tavion Koonce-Williams, 15, was shot in the wrist by a police officer in Akron, Ohio, on April 1. His family says he was carrying this toy gun when he was shot. (Akron Police Department)


The incident began at 7:04 p.m. on April 1, when a woman walking her dog called 911 to report seeing a man pointing a gun at houses in east Akron. She said he was holding the gun sideways as though he were going to shoot into homes, according to audio of the 911 call released by the city.
In the released footage, Westlake finds Tavion at 7:11 p.m. and parks alongside the teen. Westlake asks to see Tavion's hands.
"Where you coming from? Can I see your hands real quick?" Westlake asks before drawing his gun while getting out of his car and firing one round 31/2 seconds later.
Responding officers put a tourniquet on Tavion's arm.
"I'm a good kid. I get A's in school. I play football. I just wanted to be safe," Tavion says. An officer responds, "You'll be all right, man."
The publicly released footage ends shortly after.
In his statement, the teen's attorney said Tavion was shot on the inside of his wrist, suggesting his hands were up when he was shot.
"How is it that a 15-year-old child could be gunned down just a block from his grandmother's home while his hands were up doing exactly what the police officer asked him to do?" Okolo asked. "What could possibly justify the inhumane treatment of a child?"
Westlake's 126-page personnel file shows he has had some previous violations of department policy. Westlake, 33, was hired by the police department in September 2014.
During his 90-day review, he was given a "satisfactory" score in the "dealing with others" section and scored the same during his 270-day review. His score was upped to "very good" after 11 months on the force and "outstanding" by April 2016, when evaluators wrote that he "works well" with the public. In October 2016, an evaluator wrote that he was "professional and courteous while interacting with the public."
But a May 13, 2021, report listed two incidents that got Westlake in trouble: He used foul language and a homophobic slur during a March 2021 interaction, and there was an incident in January 2021 in which Westlake admitted he was drunk and pointed his firearm toward his girlfriend.
The police chief recommended that Westlake be suspended. Westlake and his union representation appealed the recommendation, but documents show the mayor fired Westlake on July 20, 2021.
The next day, the city agreed to a deal with the union that Westlake be reinstated and serve a 71-day suspension without pay for his violations, according to the agreement document in his personnel file.
His review on Jan. 4 indicated that his judgment and decision-making skills were "below expectations" but that he was well-liked within the department and was a proactive officer.
The Rev. Ray Greene Jr., executive director of local Black advocacy group the Freedom BLOC, called for Westlake's firing Tuesday.
"We watch the police de-escalate, disarm, and not kill White people, particularly White children, every day. I know, hang with, and struggle with White folks that police hate -- yet those White folks don't fear for their lives like I do and most all Black people globally when it comes to interactions with the police," he wrote on social media.
For some in Ohio, news of Tavion's shooting brought to mind the 2014 killing of 12-year-old Tamir Rice -- who was shot by Cleveland police while holding a pellet gun. Rice's mother, Samaria Rice, told the Plain Dealer in Cleveland on Tuesday that Westlake didn't have to shoot Tavion: "This is ridiculous. We have to fight back against the policies and procedures of policing. Thank God he didn't kill the young man."
In Tavion's case, the Akron mayor wrote, the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation will investigate and give its findings to the Ohio Attorney General's Office to review before presenting the information to a Summit County grand jury for evaluation. The Akron Police Department will then conduct an independent investigation that will be shared with the police chief and the city's independent police auditor.
"[The] officer-involved shooting of a 15-year-old Akron resident is a tragic situation, and I'm grateful the young man was not more seriously injured and that the officer was not injured," the mayor said.
Okolo maintained that Tavion did nothing wrong, noting Ohio is an open-carry state.
"Black boys deserve to grow up and live without the threat of walking home and being shot by the police. Black boys deserve to be treated with dignity and humanity," Okolo wrote.
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Police fire 96 shots in 41 seconds, killing Black man during traffic stop
Newly released body-cam videos show plainclothes Chicago police officers shooting at Dexter Reed, 26. Mayor Brandon Johnson vowed a "transparent" investigation.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-04-11

Dexter Reed, center, with his mother, Nicole Banks, and sister Porscha Banks. Reed died March 21 after Chicago police officers shot him during a traffic stop. (Courtesy of Porscha Banks/AP)


Dexter Reed's mother remembers the last time she saw her son alive. "Mom, I'm going for a ride," he told her, before heading out in the car that he had purchased just three days earlier.
Reed, 26, was killed that same day, when tactical-unit police officers fired 96 bullets at him within 41 seconds, according to Chicago's Civilian Office of Police Accountability, or COPA, which investigates allegations of police misconduct and police shootings. "He was just riding around in his car," Dexter's mother, Nicole Banks, told Fox 32 Chicago on Tuesday, as she broke down in tears. "They killed him."
COPA released video footage of the shooting Tuesday and said its investigation of the "officers' use of deadly force" on March 21 remains ongoing. The Chicago Police Department told CNN that it was cooperating with COPA's investigation and that it "cannot make a determination on this shooting until all the facts are known and this investigation has concluded." The department did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Washington Post.
According to COPA, police stopped Reed "for purportedly not wearing a seatbelt." In several body-cam videos, multiple officers can be seen exiting an unmarked vehicle and surrounding Reed's car, which had tinted windows.
The officers demand that he unlock and open the door, and not roll up the window.
"Upon stopping Mr. Reed, multiple officers surrounded his vehicle while giving verbal commands. When Mr. Reed did not comply with these commands, officers pointed their firearms at Mr. Reed," COPA said.
Officers can be seen retreating as they ask Reed to exit the vehicle. Then, shots can be heard.
COPA said its review of the footage and initial reports "appear to confirm that Mr. Reed fired first," hitting one officer while four others returned fire.
Reed can be seen staggering out of the vehicle before collapsing onto the road. As officers approach his motionless body, they can be heard telling Reed not to move. A pool of blood can be seen on the ground next to Reed as officers place him in handcuffs.
"Ultimately there was an exchange of gunfire which left Mr. Reed dead and an officer shot in the forearm," COPA said, adding that a gun was recovered from the front passenger seat of Reed's car.
Andrew M. Stroth, the family's attorney, said Tuesday that the plainclothes officers "did not announce they were police officers." The footage shows many officers in plainclothes, with some wearing vests with the word "police" on them.
According to COPA, police continued to shoot at Reed after he left his car and fell to the ground. The agency noted that Reed was "struck by gunfire multiple times and was transported to the hospital and later pronounced deceased."

Nicole Banks speaks to reporters in Chicago on Tuesday, flanked by family members, attorneys and supporters. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times/AP)


Stroth described Reed as a star athlete who "enjoyed playing hoops," and loved to cook and spend time with his family. He called on Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson to "disband these tactical units that have been terrorizing communities."
Johnson said Tuesday that he was aware that the footage was "extremely painful and traumatic" and that the officers involved in the fatal shooting have been placed on a 30-day administrative leave.
"As mayor and as a father raising a family, including two Black boys on the west side of Chicago, I am personally devastated to see yet another young Black man lose his life during an interaction with the police," Johnson said.
Johnson said that he had spoken with Reed's family over the weekend and that he was committed to a "transparent" investigation.
Stroth called on Cook County State's Attorney Kim Foxx to "move swiftly to get justice" for the Reed family and said "the people of Chicago deserve to have awareness and full knowledge of police shootings."
In a statement Tuesday, Foxx said "it is imperative that we let the investigation take its course." "Be assured, our commitment to finding justice for everyone involved is unwavering," she said.
"If you didn't stop my nephew, he will be alive today," Reed's uncle told CNN on Tuesday.
Reed's death has once again reignited debate and anger over police brutality and excessive use of force in the United States, prompting protests outside a Chicago police station this week, with activists, residents and family members calling for justice.
There have been at least 9,497 fatal police shootings in the United States since 2015, according to The Post's database. In the past 12 months, at least 1,116 people have been shot and killed by police.
Police killings of Black Americans including Tyre Nichols, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd have prompted protests and a racial reckoning that translated into hundreds of bills aimed at curtailing law enforcement powers and reshaping policing.
"How many more young Black and Brown men need to die before this city will change?" Stroth said.
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As colleges receive FAFSA records, some ask: 'How do we trust this data?'
Colleges and universities are reporting more errors in FAFSA applicant data coming from the Education Department, adding to the rocky rollout of new financial aid form.
By Danielle Douglas-Gabriel | 2024-04-11

The Old Capitol building on the campus of the University of Iowa in Iowa City. (iStock)


After months of vexing delays, Brenda Buzynski was eager to see the data from federal financial aid forms start coming in. Finally, the University of Iowa administrator thought, she could begin creating aid offers for thousands of students.
But as the files began flowing in several weeks ago, the university's director of financial aid was alarmed. Some fields in the processed forms were blank or had the wrong codes. Others had imported incorrect or partial tax data from the IRS. And some had incorrectly calculated students' eligibility for federal grants.
"The errors just keep accumulating," Buzynski said. "We need to start packaging awards, but how do we trust this data?"
Colleges and universities are contending with a growing list of technical problems in the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, which determines a student's eligibility for grants and loans to pay for school. The errors will probably require the Education Department to reprocess numerous applications, which could further delay when some students receive aid offers.
It is the latest snag in the tumultuous rollout of the new financial aid form, known as the FAFSA, that has upended the college admissions season. Students are anxious to know how much college will cost them, but the federal government is making it increasingly difficult for schools to give accurate answers.
In interviews with a dozen college financial aid officers and university presidents, administrators identified at least nine errors in records from the processed aid applications the Education Department has sent them since mid-March. The department has publicly acknowledged some errors but has been quieter about others, frustrating some college leaders.
It is not clear how many students are affected by the errors.
A chief concern among schools is faulty tax data appearing in the records. A 2019 law passed by Congress makes it easier for the IRS and the Education Department to share taxpayer data with parental consent, a transfer that cuts the number of questions that parents have to answer on the FAFSA.
But colleges that use another financial aid form produced by the College Board say they've compared tax returns from previous years and found that the new FAFSA is not properly retrieving some tax information. When a family has an amended tax return, the form incorrectly uses the original return. The total amount of education tax credits students have received is also inaccurate in some records, as is information about total federal taxes paid.
Buzynski spotted the tax mistakes among the 15,000 records she had received from the Education Department as of late March. "I don't know whether the problem is at the IRS or the department, but clearly they haven't gotten it right yet."
The Education Department and the IRS said they have identified the errors and fixed them as of Tuesday. . The department found that fewer than 20 percent of the 6.5 million applications that have been processed are affected by the tax data problems, it said in a notice to financial aid professionals.
Karen McCarthy, vice president of public policy and federal relations at the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, said the trade group had alerted the Education Department to the problem in late March.
She said it was "like radio silence from the department, other than 'we received the complaints and are looking into them,'" though she understood that the agency needed time to do more research and come up with a plan.
Still, McCarthy worries that, without more communication from the Education Department, colleges that lack the resources or capacity to closely analyze FAFSA records may just assume that what they have received from the agency is accurate.
However, skepticism is growing in some corners, especially after the department recently revealed another error in hundreds of thousands of records.
"On the one hand, you want to take at face value that if we receive [records,] they're accurate," said Marc M. Camille, president of Albertus Magnus College. "But the ones we've received to date have had errors." The private Roman Catholic college in Connecticut traditionally attracts students with significant financial need -- half of its 1,300 enrollees receive the federal Pell Grant -- and its pool of admitted applicants fits the same profile. Few would-be freshmen have committed so far this spring, which Camille suspects is because they are still awaiting aid awards.
"The delays of getting information to students and the inaccuracy of the information that's coming through is getting scary for us," he said.
In March, the Education Department said that of the 1.5 million records it sent out before March 21, 200,000 were miscalculated. The agency had neglected to include students' reported savings and investments, which could have led colleges to offer more money than students were entitled to receive.
The problem has been fixed, but the department must recalculate the affected records and has yet to provide a definitive timeline. In the interim, it said, colleges can manually recalculate the faulty data to create tentative aid packages.
At Samford University in Alabama, Lane Smith, director of student financial services, said his team was combing through some 500 financial records of incoming freshmen it received before March 21 and would manually recalculate those affected by the error. It means far more work than Smith anticipated, but it will help the private university stay on track to get aid offers out.
"It's not work we necessarily want to do, right? You want to trust that what you've received from the department is correct," Smith said. "We have a great team, and we want our students who need aid to get an offer as soon as possible, so we're doing our best to make that happen."

Students walk on campus at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2022. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post)


Rachelle Feldman, vice provost for enrollment at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, said "it doesn't make any sense" for the department to think an institution of her size could recalculate the nearly 40,000 records her team received before March 21.
In addition to the asset error, Feldman and other college leaders worry that a high percentage of the records they've received must be returned to applicants for correction. The Education Department routinely rejects FAFSA records because of misspelled names, incomplete addresses or missing signatures, but institutions are reporting rejection rates that are two or three times higher than usual this year.
About 20 percent of the records at UNC have been flagged so far. In previous cycles, the rejection rate was in the single digits.
At the University of New Hampshire, 18 percent of the 14,800 received records must be corrected -- about double the share from the prior year, said Kim DeRego, the institution's head of enrollment. Meanwhile, Aaron Geist, associate director of financial aid at George Fox University in Oregon, said the 17 percent rejection rate for the records he's gotten is about 10 percent higher than last year.
College administrators suspect that some high error rates result from technical glitches students encountered in completing the new financial aid form. They say the mistakes are easy to fix, but the Education Department isn't letting students do that yet.
In late March, the department said students would have to wait until the first half of April to make changes to their financial aid form, nearly a month later than the agency originally promised. In a normal year, applicants can correct errors as quickly as they are discovered, but this year is anything but normal as the department rolls out functions of the FAFSA process piece by piece.
Given the high rate of rejections, colleges fear that some students won't have a financial aid offer in hand until May. Many colleges have pushed back their usual May 1 enrollment deadline by two weeks or a month. But given the ongoing problems, that still might not be enough time for some students.
"We're trying to be optimistic that these problems are going to work themselves out," said Feldman at UNC. Still, she said the public flagship will be flexible with its enrollment deadline for students whose offers are severely delayed. "We're not going to ask any student to decide on coming to Carolina without knowing their financial situation."
At this point, most colleges are still testing and reviewing the FAFSA records they receive from the Education Department. On Tuesday, the federal agency said it has now processed 7 million applications and processing timelines have returned to normal, meaning colleges and institutions will receive records one to three days after students submit the form.
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U.K.'s top diplomat talked to Trump about strengthening Ukraine, weakening Putin
In his U.S. trip, British Foreign Secretary David Cameron advocated for the approval of aid for Ukraine that has been stalled since last fall.
By Michael Birnbaum | 2024-04-11

British Foreign Secretary David Cameron speaks during a news conference at the State Department in Washington on April 9, 2024. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


Britain's top diplomat suggested to former president Donald Trump that the best way for any U.S. president to inherit a successful situation in Ukraine in January would be by pushing Congress to approve military aid for Kyiv as soon as possible, British Foreign Secretary David Cameron said Wednesday in an interview.
Cameron departed Washington on Wednesday after a whirlwind visit to the United States that included a trip to Trump's Florida residence and club in Mar-a-Lago to talk politics with the Republican candidate -- and attempt to persuade him to move his party to push forward aid that has been stalled since last fall.
"There's an understanding, I think, that not supporting Ukraine would lead to Ukraine's position weakening, Putin's position strengthening, and whoever is president at the end of this year doesn't want to be in that situation," Cameron told The Washington Post after meetings in Washington with Secretary of State Antony Blinken and congressional leaders.
Asked about his conversation with Trump, Cameron said he focused on strength and weakness.
"It was a private meeting, so I have to be careful what I say," Cameron said. "The point I was making is, I think it's in everybody's interest that Ukraine is in a strong position and Putin is in a weak position at the end of this year. Whoever is president wants to be able to push forward in a way that is backing success and not trying to overturn failure."
Cameron was cautious about discussing Trump's response, saying, "I will leave the former president to speak for himself." The British diplomat added that Trump "wants a good outcome to this situation."
Cameron was Britain's prime minister from 2010 until 2016, presiding over the growth of the populist Brexit movement and resigning in July 2016 after Britons rejected his bid to keep their country inside the European Union in a referendum that he himself called. The Brexit decision foreshadowed Trump's U.S. victory months afterward that year, but Cameron had never met Trump until their Mar-a-Lago conversation this week.
Trump has said that he would end the Ukraine war in a day -- which, according to people familiar with his strategy, would involve handing Ukrainian territory that has been captured by Russia to the Kremlin in exchange for an end to the hostilities. Many of his advisers say they want to prioritize a geopolitical confrontation with Beijing over one with Moscow.
Cameron said he discussed with Trump how withholding aid for Ukraine would undermine a position of strength toward China.
"There's no doubt that President Xi is watching this incredibly closely," Cameron said. "I think that argument is well understood."
Unlike Biden administration officials who have urged Ukrainian leaders not to attack oil refineries and other energy targets on Russian soil, Cameron said that Britain supported Ukraine's right to take a wide range of actions to beat back the Kremlin.
"Of course we have conversations about what is appropriate," he said. Still, he added, "it's not as if Russia is limiting itself to only hitting military targets or only attacking on the front. It's attacking all over Ukraine ... one can over-worry about the escalation risk."
Cameron has come under growing pressure inside Britain to revoke export licenses for military aid to Israel over its conduct in Gaza, especially after three British citizens were killed in the attack on a World Central Kitchen convoy last week. Cameron said that he did not currently have plans to shift policy.
Britain has "a proper process for looking at these things and for our licensing procedures which we will continue to do," he added.
One of his major focuses is on ramping up the provision of humanitarian aid to Gaza, he said. Israeli policy shifts to allow in more aid "are very good to hear," he said, but "we want those words turned into actions."
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Middle East conflict live updates: Israel announces new aid crossing as pressure mounts; USAID calls Gaza conditions 'dire'
The Israel Defense Forces said it is constructing a new land crossing from Israel into northern Gaza, as international pressure over aid deliveries grows.
By Frances Vinall, Victoria Bisset, Adam Taylor, Susannah George, Lior Soroka, Sammy Westfall, Helier Cheung, Niha Masih, Rachel Pannett, Shira Rubin, Claire Parker, Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-04-11
Israel announced it is beginning construction on a new crossing from Israel to bring aid into northern Gaza, amid growing international pressure to address the humanitarian crisis there. Samantha Power, administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development, told lawmakers that conditions in the enclave are "as dire as any I have seen in my career."
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Crutches and chocolate croissants: Gaza aid items Israel has rejected
Humanitarian groups say Israeli attacks, delays and restrictions on aid are costing lives as Gaza faces mass hunger and disease. Israel rejects those claims.
By Niha Masih | 2024-04-11

Gaza aid items rejected by Israeli authorities are returned to Egypt's Arish airport on March 23. (Khaled Elfiqi/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Israel is under growing pressure to ramp up aid to Gaza, where its military operations and siege have brought mass displacement, hunger and disease. In recent days, Israeli authorities say, they have increased the number of food and aid trucks entering the enclave, after President Biden warned Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that U.S. support for Israel depends on the measures it takes to protect civilians and aid workers.
But in the six months since the start of the war, Israeli authorities have also denied or restricted access to a number of items, ranging from lifesaving medical supplies to toys to chocolate croissants.
"I think it's unprecedented," Shaina Low, a spokeswoman for the Norwegian Refugee Council in the Palestinian territories, said of the Israeli restrictions. "It's just nothing that aid agencies have ever had to deal with."
The blockages and delays, coupled with attacks on aid workers, are costing Palestinian lives, aid groups say -- charges Israel denies.
The Washington Post reached 25 aid groups, U.N. agencies and donor countries about the kinds of aid they have tried to get into Gaza. Food, water and blankets do not require approvals, but agencies submit requests for items they think have a chance of getting rejected, such as communication equipment and sanitation or shelter items.
Pre-dispatch approvals and border inspections have been inconsistent, they said, with some items rejected in one instance but approved in others. In some cases, organizations were able to get rejections overturned upon appeal. Other requests have remained in limbo. 
COGAT, the Israeli military agency responsible for coordinating relief in Gaza, said the allegations that it restricts aid are "false" and that it largely permits the entry of humanitarian supplies, subject to a security inspection.
Here is a list of items the United Nations and other aid agencies say Israeli authorities have blocked from entering Gaza at least once since Oct. 7:
Limited scanning machines and operational hours at border inspection sites slow down the delivery of aid, according to Jamie McGoldrick, the U.N. humanitarian coordinator for the occupied Palestinian territory.
If one item is rejected during an inspection, he added, the whole truck is sent back. Earlier this year, insulin pens for children were denied entry, McGoldrick said, after a mixed-cargo truck was rejected apparently because of solar panels.

Israeli soldiers at the Kerem Shalom border crossing inspect an Egyptian truck carrying humanitarian aid for Gaza on Dec. 22. (Maya Alleruzzo/AP)


"You'd think after five and a half months of a crisis of this kind, the systems in place would be a bit more predictable and settled. In fact, they are not. And that's why we're struggling," McGoldrick said.
COGAT has in turn accused U.N. agencies for delays in aid delivery. Last month, responding to a video from U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres showing miles of stalled trucks at the Rafah border crossing, COGAT said on social media that the United Nations "must scale up logistics and stop blaming Israel for its own failures."
Fewer than 1.5 percent of the total trucks have been denied entry at the crossings, COGAT said, adding that 20,900 tons of medical equipment have entered Gaza since the start of the war, including medicines for cancer patients, insulin pens, anesthetics, X-ray machines, CT imagers, and oxygen generators for hospitals.
Overall, the agency says 22,105 trucks were allowed into Gaza between Oct. 7 and Wednesday, an average of about 118 trucks per day -- about a fifth of the number that entered prewar. This week, COGAT said Israel was "surging" aid into the territory, and that more than 1,200 aid trucks were inspected and transferred to Gaza over three days. 
U.N. and other aid agencies say, however, that Israel still controls when they can retrieve the goods from the Gaza side of the crossings -- and also must approve the routes the aid trucks take within the enclave. 
Israel has maintained a land, air and sea blockade on Gaza since 2007. This has included regulating the entry of "dual-use" items into Gaza, those that are predominantly civilian in nature but could also be used militarily, such as construction materials, communications equipment and chemicals. Israel argues these restrictions are necessary to choke off Hamas's military apparatus.
Israel's dual-use list, when it comes to Gaza, far exceeds the internationally recognized standard for such items, aid groups say. "It includes broad categories that contain potentially thousands of items, making it very difficult to know if any specific item is on the list or not," said Miriam Marmur, public advocacy director of the Israeli human rights group Gisha. "This has impacted, for years, many, many aspects of everyday life on the Strip."
Since Oct. 7, Israel has imposed a complete siege, and restrictions on the kind of items that can enter have greatly expanded beyond dual-use items, many say.
One U.S. official who visited the Rafah crossing point last month described meeting with aid workers who were deeply frustrated by the seeming arbitrariness of the rejected items. They included a pallet of chocolate croissants, which was apparently blocked because the Israelis deemed them luxury foods inappropriate for a war zone, said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk candidly about their conversations during the visit.
The review process of goods for entry is "totally arbitrary," said Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), who visited Rafah in January.
"When you're turning back maternity kits and water purification tablets, that is a deliberate effort not to allow desperately needed goods into Gaza," he said. "There's no rational justification."
The difficulties of bringing aid into Gaza today are unprecedented, several aid workers said.
"The challenges with this, I've never seen in 15 years of doing this work," said a humanitarian official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the work on the ground, adding that groups had begun to self-restrict. "They may not be pushing through everything they want because they know it takes up a huge amount of time for them and it's not always going to win."

A destroyed bloodwork laboratory is seen at al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on April 3, following the withdrawal of Israeli forces. (AFP/Getty Images)


Besides aid groups, donor countries including the United Kingdom and European Union nations have also shared their frustration.
A part of Belgium's medical supply package was refused recently without reason, said Caroline Gennez, the country's minister for development cooperation, adding that tons of food aid are often inadmissible because of frequent changes in rules for packaged foodstuff.
"Blocking humanitarian aid is a grave violation of international humanitarian law. Using starvation as a weapon is a war crime," Gennez said. "This madness must end."
These experiences and assertions have prompted a growing debate in Washington over whether the United States should suspend arms transfers to Israel, with aid groups and some Democrats calling on the Biden administration to reject Israeli claims that it is not violating international law over its restrictions on humanitarian aid and use of U.S.-supplied weapons.
"Given the current restrictions on the delivery of aid, there's no plausible way that somebody could find that those assurances are credible and reliable," Van Hollen said.
Abigail Hauslohner, Beatriz Rios and Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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In the Arctic, American commandos game out a great-power war
The Post was granted a rare embed with Navy SEALs and Green Berets as the Pentagon, wary of war with Russia or China, stress-tested its Arctic readiness.
By Alex Horton, Photos by Salwan Georges | 2024-04-11
ABOARD A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OVER KODIAK ISLAND, Alaska -- To the uninitiated, this felt like madness. From an altitude of 8,000 feet, six Navy SEALs were about to parachute into Marmot Bay, where the water temperature was just barely above freezing.
Their inflatable boat went first, rumbling down the ramp of this MC-130 transport plane before snapping out the back. These stout, nondescript airframes were engineered specifically to enable the "low visibility" operations that are a hallmark of the U.S. military's clandestine forces. As one of the SEALs roused from a nap, the plane leveled off.
Go time.
One by one, they approached the exit, turned their backs to the vivid blue-green vista below and out they went, hurtling toward an icy splashdown.
America's Special Operations forces are in the midst of a major transformation. As the powerful militaries commanded by Russia and China compete with the United States for dominance in the resource-rich Arctic, the Pentagon has dramatically expanded its focus on what a war would look like here in one of the planet's most treacherous settings -- and how its most advanced units could be brought to bear on a direct threat to the U.S. homeland or to NATO allies who inhabit the coldest climes of Europe.
Special Operations troops are distinct from conventional military forces, tasked with the secretive, sensitive, dangerous assignments such as kill-capture missions, hostage rescues, and sabotage. This winter, The Washington Post was granted rare access to teams of SEALs, Green Berets, the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment and other elite personnel while they stress-tested the innumerable limitations imposed by Alaska's vast, merciless wilderness, including in Kodiak, a wind-blasted outpost off the state's southern coast, and in austere training areas outside the central city of Fairbanks.
The sobering takeaway, it was instantly clear, is that any conflict in the High North would be an unmitigated nightmare for those sent to fight it.

Navy SEALs prepare to jump from an MC-130J transport plane near Kodiak, Alaska, on Feb. 25. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



A Navy SEAL jumps from the transport plane. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



An inflatable boat drops from the transport plane ahead of the parachute jump. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Capt. Bill Gallagher, who commands the SEAL unit involved in the exercise, characterized the Arctic as perhaps the most rugged and extreme place for any military to operate, saying even the most routine functions can be an existential threat.
The troops who landed in Marmot Bay wore dry suits under their uniforms to insulate them against the inevitable effects of submersion in 37-degree water. Without such gear, a person encountering similar conditions would be in a race against death.
Here, Gallagher said, "the environment can kill you quicker than any enemy."

SEALs make their way back from a combat swimmer infiltration training at Coast Guard Air Station Kodiak on Feb. 28. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


The Arctic, warming four times faster than the rest of the world and opening to commercial and military activity like never before, is evolving rapidly and compelling the Pentagon to keep pace, officials say, creating the potential for competition and conflict among Washington, Moscow and Beijing.
The United States would probably be challenged by either one. Russia, bloodied but resurgent in Ukraine, has earned useful combat experience against a skilled foe, and is only growing its competency in areas like electronic warfare, said Mark Cancian, a senior adviser with the Center for Strategic and International Studies. The Pentagon, emerging from a more-limited form of combat in the Middle East, can only study and theorize what Moscow has learned from its large-scale war, Cancian said.
China, meanwhile, is outpacing the United States in technology like hypersonic missiles, the Pentagon has acknowledged. And the sheer size of its military poses an enormous concern, Cancian said. "The big Chinese advantage is in numbers," he said. "Their fleet is large and getting larger."
The twin challenge has forced the Defense Department to look inward at its own shortcomings, some of which are revealed in the Arctic.
For instance, many of the satellites that monitor activity north of the Arctic Circle have "blind spots," limiting how well the U.S. government can track incoming threats, said Iris Ferguson, the Defense Department's undersecretary for Arctic policy, an office established only two years ago. Coastal erosion and thawing permafrost, among the most visible signs of climate change, have wreaked havoc on U.S. radar sites and airfields.
Russia in recent years has turned the lights back on at Soviet-era military facilities throughout the region, refurbishing a constellation of bases that outnumber NATO's collective presence there. Given Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea 10 years ago and its bid now to fully subjugate Ukraine, Moscow's moves in the North have raised questions about its larger ambitions, Ferguson said.
"We worry at times about the potential offensive nature of some of their investments," she added. "And really, their invasion of Ukraine has been a wake up call to the international community at large but certainly to our Arctic partners."

Russia and China's rising ambitions in the resource-rich Arctic have prompted the Pentagon to intensify its focus on operating in the High North.


In March, two Russian bombers flew through a strategic choke point between Greenland, Iceland and the United Kingdom. It marked a first since the Ukraine war began two years ago, undercutting assumptions held by some in the Pentagon that Moscow's wartime commitments would weaken its presence in other parts of the world.
A substantial portion of the oil and gas interests that make Russia an energy powerhouse is located across the Arctic, flanked by nuclear-capable submarines ported on the White Sea. China, too, has asserted that its status as a "near-Arctic nation" grants Beijing a say in the region's governance, as Asian nations also have a stake in the commodities transported across the Northern Sea Route.
The two powers' deepening ties, on prominent display since the Ukraine invasion, also have manifested in the High North. Last summer, for instance, they sent a joint naval patrol past Alaska's Aleutian Islands, startling some observers.

Once a desolate home mostly to polar bears, Russia's northernmost military outpost, on the Alexandra Land island near Nagurskoye, is bristling with missiles and radar and its extended runway can handle all types of aircraft, including nuclear-capable strategic bombers. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


The West, too, has escalated its activity in the region. The approximately 400 U.S. and NATO commandos sent to Alaska as part of a larger annual exercise were the largest contingent of Special Operations troops ever to train in the Alaskan Arctic, officials said. Other U.S. troops trained simultaneously in Norway's Arctic region as part of the military alliance's largest exercise since the Cold War.
Meanwhile, as U.S. military planners game out the potential consequences of a feared Chinese assault on Taiwan, a key partner in the Pacific that President Biden has pledged to defend, there is growing concern about the threat of "spill over," officials say.
Col. Matthew Tucker, who oversees the Special Operations forces with purview of North America, said that such a contingency could trigger the activation of homeland defense plans -- including those that run through Alaska. "The likelihood that [a China-Taiwan war] remains isolated in the South China Sea," he added, "is probably not something ... we would bank on."

U.S. Army Special Forces and Danish special operators learn how to load and unload snowmobiles onto a CH-47G helicopter at Fort Wainwright, Alaska, on Feb. 23. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


On a training range outside Fairbanks, the temperature is about 20 degrees. It felt almost balmy for the Green Berets who, at another point in the exercise, had endured a low of minus 40.
At such extremes, everything is pushed to its breaking point. Batteries get zapped of their charge. Moisture that accumulates inside a rifle can lock the weapon's bolt, rendering it useless. Plastic easily shatters.
And everything freezes. That includes blood packs and IV solution, requiring military medics to rely on their body heat to protect precious liquids.
With any casualty incurred in this environment, hypothermia can set in within minutes. Significant blood loss compounds the challenge. If a medic has to provide a transfusion, they must account for the fact that doing so will further reduce their patient's temperature.
Threats lurk everywhere, even underfoot. Some soldiers trained on navigating glaciers, where one wrong step can mean plunging into a deep icy fissure, necessitating a dangerous recovery.
"Everything is already harder when you're in the mountains," said one commander, "because the mountains are always trying to kill you." Like others interviewed for this report, he spoke on the condition of anonymity under strict guidelines imposed by the military.
In Afghanistan and Iraq, where the Pentagon maintained a network of bases and could largely count on the safe passage of evacuation helicopters, there was an expectation that wounded personnel had a good chance to survive if they received medical care within 60 minutes. Soldiers dubbed it "the golden hour."
But the Arctic's sheer expanse, and the advanced targeting capabilities possessed by the Russian and Chinese militaries, have raised doubts about the feasibility of that here. "You had the golden hour back then," a Special Forces medical sergeant said. "Now it's like, do you have a golden day?"
A company commander with the Army's 10th Special Forces Group explained that time, the most limiting factor in any mission, is even more important in conditions this difficult to endure.
"You have to get to your casualties faster, you have to treat them faster, you have to get to a warming tent faster," the commander said. "Everything is expedited."
To that end, a team of Green Berets spent one afternoon learning to drive their snowmobiles into an idling helicopter, simulating how to perform a swift load-up and departure. This is a crucial skill, and they quickly gleaned how difficult it can be.

U.S. and Danish special operators brace for the rotor wash from the CH-47G. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



U.S. Army Special Forces and Danish special operators training on loading and unloading snowmobiles. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



A Danish special operator drives onto the helicopter. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


The helicopter, a Special Operations variant of the Army's dual-rotor Chinook, was augmented with a pad that grabs the snowmobile's tracks and helps to pull it aboard, but the vehicle's front skis would twist perpendicularly, causing them to snag the aircraft's steel edges and bring all momentum to a halt.
When one soldier needed an extra shove from the helicopter's crew, another wryly observed, "Not a real easy way to do it, huh?" At one point, a snowmobile track tore through the snow, flinging rocks everywhere and prompting a burst of laughter among those waiting for their turn.
Eventually, the process became more fluid. As a full moon emerged on the horizon, members of a Danish commando force, among the NATO personnel most specialized in the tundra, readied their night vision goggles. A soldier zoomed his snowmobile into the belly of the Chinook, followed by another. The helicopter lifted off and orbited the training area a final time.
The company commander explained that today, the 10th Special Forces Group -- based in Colorado and focused on operating in Europe -- is the Army's clearinghouse for clandestine cold weather operations. But over the past two decades, much of its attention was centered elsewhere. Watching his soldiers learn from the Danes, he said, was encouraging.
"We've been focused on Centcom," the commander said, referring to the U.S. military command overseeing operations in the Middle East. "We focused on Europe as well. But we've ignored much of the Arctic."

Soldiers from the 10th Special Forces Group and Danish special operators move through the woods to call in fire for HIMARS artillery during training at Fort Wainwright. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


In the years after 9/11, the Pentagon turned its Special Operations forces into agile units that could execute America's counterterrorism objectives largely void of the political risks that accompany major military deployments. This approach greatly expanded the numbers of personnel -- from 38,000 in 2001 to 73,000 in 2020 -- and empowered U.S. Special Operations Command in ways that unmoored it from the conventional military.
As national security officials grow more concerned about the prospect of a conflict with Russia or China, they've argued that, rather than being prepared to fight on its own through brushfire counterinsurgencies, reliant on other parts of the military to aid its missions, Special Operations needs to complement the larger force.
"We got used to being the supported entity," said Gallagher, the SEAL Group 2 commander. "Now as we look toward strategic competition, really our focus is ... how we can provide support."

U.S. and Danish special operators move through terrain on skis on their way to a simulated attack. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



A CH-47G piloted by the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment flies above the skyline at Fort Wainwright. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Some observers are skeptical, though, that Special Operations is refreshing its philosophy across the board. Richard Hooker, a former National Security official in multiple presidential administrations and now with the Atlantic Council, said such changes would be reflected in new budget requirements and an organizational redesign, yet "we really haven't seen much of that."
Cancian, with the Center for Strategic and International Studies, sees it this way: "In the past, they tended to be sort of prima donnas. So the fact that Special Operations Command is up there is indicative of their effort to shift the organization more towards great power conflict."
Outside of Fairbanks, the potential at least was evident as Marine Corps reservists operating HIMARS rocket artillery vehicles simulated a targeting mission in the Hayes Mountain Range. Miles away, two Chinooks touched down, and off stepped a team of Green Berets and Danish commandos holding rifles and skis.

Marines from the 14th Marine Regiment train at Fort Wainwright. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



HIMARS training at Fort Wainwright. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Planners called for the commandos to slip into the foothills, discreetly identify attack coordinates and radio them back to the Marines, who would fire off a volley of rockets, hop back in their vehicles and scoot off immediately -- lest they become a target themselves.
The Marines fired 16 in all, each roaring across the training area before crashing into the ground and throwing up puffs of snow. The munitions lacked explosive charges, rendering them, as one Marine put it, concrete telephone poles juiced with rocket fuel. The standard rockets they had wanted to use were unavailable, he said, citing demand in Ukraine.
The Green Beret company commander was eager to see this part of the exercise play out. His team not only had to endure the elements, it had an essential support role to perform.
"That's where our roots have always been," he said. "And we're trying to return back to that."

Mountains near Kodiak Island. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


About this story: Sea ice extent data via Institute of Environmental Physics, University of Bremen. Map by Laris Karklis.
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Julian Assange supporters hopeful as Biden considers request to drop charges
President Biden said the United States is "considering" a request to drop charges against Julian Assange. The WikiLeaks founder has been in prison in London since 2019.
By Karla Adam, Salvador Rizzo | 2024-04-11

Supporters of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange protest outside the Australian High Commission in London on Wednesday. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


LONDON -- Julian Assange's supporters appeared energized Thursday by President Biden's comment that the United States was "considering" a request to drop its push to prosecute the WikiLeaks founder.
Stella Assange, Julian Assange's wife, told the BBC on Thursday that she thought Biden's comments were a "good sign" and that it "looks like things could be moving in the right direction."
She made the remarks on the fifth anniversary of Assange's imprisonment in London's Belmarsh prison. Assange was taken to the high-security facility in southeast London in 2019 after being dragged out of the Ecuadorian Embassy, where he stayed for seven years fighting extradition to the United States.
On Wednesday, Biden was asked by reporters at the White House about a request from the Australian government to drop the prosecution of Assange, who is an Australian citizen.
Biden responded, "We're considering it." He spoke while walking alongside Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida toward the Oval Office.
A Justice Department spokesman declined to comment.
Assange's U.S.-based lawyer Barry Pollack did not directly respond to a question about whether he had been involved in any discussions to resolve the case. "It is encouraging that President Biden has confirmed that the United States is considering dropping its case against Julian Assange," Pollack said in an email on Thursday. "This unprecedented prosecution of someone for publishing truthful and newsworthy information should never have been brought. It is time to end the matter and allow Mr. Assange to return to Australia."
Assange faces prosecution in the United States related to the 2010 publication of a huge trove of leaked military records and diplomatic cables about the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, who has been advocating for Assange's release, was asked by the Australian Broadcasting Corp. on Thursday if he thought Biden's remark was a throwaway comment or whether there was something more to it.
It was an "encouraging comment from President Biden," Albanese responded.
"I believe this must be brought to a conclusion and that Mr. Assange has already paid a significant price and enough is enough. There's nothing to be gained by Mr. Assange's continued incarceration, in my very strong view. And I've put that as the view of the Australian government," he added.
In February, the Australian Parliament passed a resolution that called for Assange to be allowed to return to his home country.
Gabriel Shipton, Assange's brother, told Sky News that Biden's comment was a "foot in the door" and that now was the time to "push hard" to get him back to Australia.
The British courts are pondering an extradition request from the United States. Last month, the High Court in London ruled that U.S. officials must first provide assurances to British authorities that Assange would be able to rely on free-speech protections and not incur the death penalty in a U.S. trial. The court said U.S. authorities had three weeks to give assurances and that its ruling on whether to grant Assange an appeal hearing would be pushed to late May.
Rizzo reported from Washington.
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Vietnamese court sentences tycoon to death in multibillion-dollar fraud case
Vietnam's death penalty is used as punishment for white-collar crimes, according to human rights groups. 
By Bryan Pietsch | 2024-04-11

Truong My Lan, chairwoman of Van Thinh Phat Holdings, sits during her trial at the Ho Chi Minh City People's Court in Vietnam on Thursday. (EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A Vietnamese court sentenced a business executive to death Thursday in a multibillion-dollar fraud case as the country's ruling Communist Party seeks to crack down on corruption.
A court in Ho Chi Minh City sentenced Truong My Lan, a 68-year-old real estate tycoon, to death on mass-scale embezzlement charges, state media reported. She received additional 20-year sentences for bribery and violating lending regulations and was ordered to pay nearly $27 million in compensatory damages.
Lan, chairwoman of the real estate firm Van Thinh Phat Holdings Group, was convicted of fraudulently siphoning $12 billion from Saigon Joint Stock Commercial Bank into shell companies. She had seized control of 91.5 percent of SCB's shares, allegedly using co-conspirators as proxies to circumvent strict laws against such extensive power over financial institutions, state media outlets reported.
The total takings, according to the charges on which she was convicted, were equivalent to more than 3 percent of the country's GDP as of 2022.
The sentence is perhaps the highest-profile display of the Communist Party's efforts to root out corruption and draw investment from international companies as firms reduce their presence in China. Lan's husband, Eric Chu, a businessman from Hong Kong, was sentenced to nine years in prison for his alleged involvement in the fraud, according to state media.
While the majority of death sentences in Vietnam are for drug-related offenses, the one-party Communist state is also known to impose capital punishment for white-collar crimes, according to Amnesty International. The human rights organization said in a 2023 report that more than 102 people were sentenced to death there in 2022, though the number of executions was unclear due to "secrecy surrounding figures and limited access to information."
Vietnam uses the death penalty as punishment for 22 crimes  including murder,  and rape and fraud, according to the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty, which tracks the use of capital punishment globally. Embezzlement of as little as 500 million Vietnamese dong -- $20,000 -- of government funds qualifies for such punishment, according to the group.
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Ukrainian parliament adopts measure to expand military draft 
After months of debate, lawmakers in Kyiv adopted a law to help mobilize reinforcements for Ukraine's exhausted troops but some controversial provisions were removed. 
By David   Stern | 2024-04-11

Ukrainian recruits train in the Donbas region in February. (Wojciech Grzedzinski for The Washington Post)


KYIV -- Ukraine's parliament approved legislation Thursday that officials say will simplify conscription, aiding an expected mobilization that could press hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian men into the fight against Russia's invasion.
As Western aid has slowed, including a $60 billion U.S. package stalled in Congress for six months, Ukraine's armed forces have been struggling with a severe shortage of soldiers, ammunition and weapons -- allowing Russia to advance on the battlefield.
Ukraine's unicameral parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, voted overwhelmingly for the mobilization measure, with 283 votes in favor, one opposed and 49 abstentions, according to a Telegram post by Yaroslav Zheleznyak, a lawmaker from the opposition Holos party, that included a photo of the voting results.
The measure, which has not been published in full, clarifies who is exempt from the military draft, while generally simplifying the process. It still needs President Volodymyr Zelensky's signature.
However, it does not address two of the most contentious issues: how many soldiers ultimately will be drafted, and whether those who have served since the start of Russia's invasion, more than two years ago, should be discharged.
Gen. Valery Zaluzhny, the country's former commander in chief, had said that Ukraine needed to call up as many as 500,000 fresh troops to counter Russia's superior number of forces.
This, combined with Moscow's overwhelming firepower, has resulted in Russian troops advancing along the front line, including seizing the long-embattled eastern city of Avdiivka.
However, Zelensky has resisted calls for half a million to be conscripted, which risked setting off public backlash. Discussion over who and how many people to mobilize has proved divisive in a society that otherwise has united against a common Russian foe.
Disagreement over the issue between the president and his top general contributed to Zelensky dismissing Zaluzhny in February. Zaluzhny's replacement, Col. Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, said in a recent interview that the number of soldiers Ukraine will mobilize "was significantly reduced" from 500,000, but he did not specify a new figure.
At the same time, Zelensky has said he recognizes that the country's armed forces need reinforcements, which, in addition to bolstering Ukrainian positions, he said, would help counter a Russian disinformation campaign claiming that Ukrainians do not want to fight.
This claim has found a foothold among some Republican members of the U.S. Congress, who have blocked the aid package proposed by President Biden.
Zelensky, in an interview on Ukrainian television Saturday night, said the Russians "raised this issue in the West in such a way that today [Western officials] ask us, 'If you don't want mobilization, the parliament doesn't want to vote, then why do you need help?'"
On Sunday, Rep. Michael R. Turner (R-Ohio), who chairs the House Intelligence Committee, said it was "absolutely true" that some Republican members of Congress were repeating Russian propaganda, though he did specify whom he had in mind.
Last week, Zelensky signed a law lowering the draft age to 25 from 27, in another bid to replenish Kyiv's badly depleted troops.
On Thursday, parliament also voted to remove from the new mobilization measure a provision that would limit soldiers' tour of duty to three years. Existing Ukrainian law says that those fighting must serve until the war is over.
The general staff of the Ukrainian armed forces had requested that the language about demobilization be removed and resubmitted within eight months as a separate measure on troop rotation, Defense Ministry spokesman Dmytro Lazutin told Ukrainian television Wednesday.
"We cannot make hasty decisions now," Lazutin said. "It is certain that there are many, many populist opinions. At the same time, we must understand that the escalation of Russian aggression continues, the offensive is literally on the entire front line, and it is impossible to weaken the defense forces at the moment."
Serhii Korolchuk contributed to this report.
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Castaways rescued after writing 'HELP' with palm leaves on remote island
The U.S. Coast Guard said it located three mariners on Pikelot, a tiny Pacific island in Micronesia, after they spelled out their plea on the beach.
By Ellen Francis | 2024-04-11

Palm fronds make a plea for help on the beach of Pikelot atoll in Micronesia. (U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia)


Three castaways who were stranded on a remote Pacific islet for days were rescued this week after spelling out "HELP" with palm fronds on the beach, the U.S. Coast Guard said.
The trio of men, all mariners in their 40s, ventured out to go fishing near Pikelot atoll in a 20-foot open skiff with an outboard motor, the Coast Guard said, noting that the three had "experience in navigating these waters."
But their motor was damaged and stopped working, leaving the castaways stuck for more than a week on the tiny uninhabited island, surviving on coconuts and water from a well.
The search began after a relative called rescue officials in Guam last weekend and said the three had not returned from Pikelot, which is part of the Federated States of Micronesia, a Pacific nation made up of many islands scattered in the ocean between the Philippines and Hawaii.
A U.S. Navy aircraft dispatched from an air base in Japan spotted the help sign drawn with palm fronds on the beach, narrowing an initial search area that stretched over 78,000 square nautical miles, according to a Coast Guard statement. It did not release the names of the mariners.
That aircraft dropped "survival packages" for the trio, and a crew from an air station in Hawaii then dropped a radio to contact the men, who "were in good health" with some access to food and water and had recovered their skiff, the Coast Guard said.
"The skiff was damaged when they approached the island due to the swells surging on the island and surrounding shoal," Chief Warrant Officer Sara Muir of U.S. Coast Guard Forces Micronesia, Sector Guam, told the Stars and Stripes newspaper Thursday. The battery on their radio had died, she said.
They ate meat from coconuts, and "water was available through a well on the island," Muir told the paper. She said they had enough food to survive, "but not for much longer."
The U.S. Coast Guard cutter Oliver Henry was diverted for the rescue mission, which ended Tuesday as the ship returned the three men to Polowat, another atoll about 100 miles away.
Their "act of ingenuity was pivotal in guiding rescue efforts directly to their location" Lt. Chelsea Garcia, the search and rescue mission coordinator on the day the three were located, said in the statement.
It was not the first time that writing a sign on the beach worked for castaways stranded on Pikelot.
In 2020, three other men who went missing in the Micronesia archipelago reportedly washed up there after they drifted off course and their boat ran out of fuel.
Those three wrote a big "SOS" sign in the sand that was also spotted from the sky, allowing Coast Guard and Australian authorities to find them on the island.

A military helicopter lands on Pikelot, where three men were found in August 2020. (Australian Defense Force/AP) 
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This disruptive late-night train commuter is ... a horse
The horse, which reportedly escaped from nearby stables, trotted into Warwick Farm Station near Sydney, hung out on the platform for a while, then left.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-04-11

A screenshot from security footage of a rogue horse at a train station in outer Sydney. (Transport for NSW/AFP/Getty Images)


This commuter was one of the worst kinds: Didn't pay a fare, took up space on the platform, and caused a ruckus that slowed down trains and called security agents to the station.
This particular commuter was also a horse.
The equine traveler was captured by CCTV cameras wandering into Warwick Farm Station west of Sydney just before midnight on Friday, trotting up and down the platform, prompting other (human) commuters to jump out of its path. The footage was first published Wednesday.
"Didn't realise I needed to say but - horses aren't allowed on our trains, sorry folks," tweeted Chris Minns, premier of Australia's New South Wales state.

A runaway horse surprised commuters as it wandered on a train platform at Warwick Farm Station in southwestern Sydney on April 5.


While not much is known about the horse, what's clear is that it was preparing "to stirrup trouble," Transport for New South Wales, which oversees transport systems in the state, said in a news release.
Footage shows that after horsing around for a while, it had a choice to make as the train pulled into the station: In or out? Yea or neigh?
After staring at the train for a few seconds, the horse turned around and trotted back down the platform, seemingly following another (again, human) commuter who appeared to be running on his way out of the station. Or, as Transport for NSW put it: "The horse had planned its journey but got colt feet and decided to hoof it."
Security agents from Sydney Trains were alerted, "and trains in the vicinity were warned to run at reduced speeds," Transport for NSW said.
In at least one way, though, the horse followed the golden rules of commuting: "I'm just glad he kept his hooves behind the yellow line!" Transport Minister Jo Haylen said.
It later emerged that the horse had escaped from the stables of Annabel Neasham Racing, close to Warwick Farm Station, the Sydney Morning Herald reported.
It's not clear how it escaped, but Steve Railton, chief steward of Racing NSW, cited Annabel Neasham, a trainer and the owner of the racecourse, as saying that "an unknown person released three racehorses and a stable pony from one of her stables on Friday night."
"One of the racehorses left the vicinity of the stable complex, while the others were captured," said Railton, according to the Herald. Annabel Neasham Racing did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Washington Post on Thursday.

The horse appeared to be wearing a raincoat amid the heavy downpour that impacted the region over the weekend. (Transport for NSW/AFP/Getty Images)


Eventually, the horse was filmed being led into a truck -- presumably, to go back to a place with fewer metal tubes and more grass and hay.
"I can confirm the horse has returned home, safe and sound," Minns said.
Though it is not an everyday occurrence, "from time to time, we do find animals on tracks, particularly cows," said Sydney Trains chief executive Matt Longland, according to the Herald. "It's a wonder the horse didn't try and board the train."
Longland said the horse may have gravitated toward the station because of its bright lighting, according to the Herald.
"Thankfully, we were able to warn our train drivers to look out for animals on the tracks," he said. "We were able to catch the horse not long after that."
Transport for NSW confirmed that the horse "was safely reined in and is in a 'stable' condition."
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How many hostages are still in Gaza since Hamas attack on Israel? What to know. 
Israel estimates some 112 hostages held by Hamas have been released or freed; 95 are believed still to be alive in Gaza. Here's what we know.
By Victoria Bisset, Sammy Westfall, Helier Cheung | 2024-04-11
The Israeli government estimates that 253 hostages were taken in the cross-border Oct. 7 Hamas attack that killed 1,200 people in Israel, though numbers have shifted over the course of the war. According to the latest figures, 95 hostages are believed to still be alive and in captivity in the Gaza Strip, but the country has not given the full basis for its estimates.
Since the attack, 112 hostages held in the Gaza Strip have been freed. A deal between Israel and Hamas, mediated by Qatar, paused the fighting on Nov. 24 and allowed for the release of women and children in exchange for Palestinian women and teens in Israeli prisons. However, fighting restarted Dec. 1, with Israeli warplanes resuming strikes in Gaza.
During the pause, 81 Israeli citizens -- including those who also hold citizenship from other countries -- were released. Under the deal's framework, every Israeli hostage freed would initiate the release of three Palestinian prisoners. Outside the framework of the exchange deal, 24 foreign nationals -- who do not hold Israeli citizenship -- were freed. Some hostages -- including two Americans -- were also released or rescued outside of the deal.
The number of hostages who have died in captivity and the ages, genders and nationalities of those remaining in Gaza are unclear. Israel has estimated that the majority of those remaining have Israeli citizenship and are male. It's unclear how many are members of the Israeli military. Two Americans -- Abigail Edan, 4, and Liat Beinin Atzili, 49 -- were released under the exchange deal. Fewer than 10 U.S. citizens are now held hostage, according to the White House.
While Hamas is thought to hold most of the hostages, some are believed to be held by other militant groups, including Palestinian Islamic Jihad, whose fighters also took part in the Oct. 7 attack. Israel blames Hamas for the deaths of some hostages, and it said at least three were killed in its own operations; Hamas says Israeli strikes have killed some hostages. The Washington Post could not independently verify either side's claims.
Here is a list of the hostages released and what is known about those who remain.
Israel and Hamas initially agreed on a four-day deal that would pause hostilities to exchange captives. The deal, which began Nov. 24, was extended multiple times, allowing for the release of more hostages. The United States pushed for a broader deal that could also encompass the release of men and military personnel, but negotiations broke down and hostilities resumed on Dec. 1.
According to the Israeli government, 253 people were thought to have been abducted on Oct. 7. The Israeli prime minister's office says that of the 129 hostages taken on Oct. 7 who are still held in Gaza, 34 are now confirmed dead, bringing the estimated number of living hostages to 95. Israel includes hostages who were killed, with their bodies still held by Hamas, in its count.
The majority of the remaining hostages are Israelis or dual nationals, and male. Some Americans are believed to remain in captivity in Gaza. The only children on Israel's list of remaining hostages are Kfir Bibas, who was 9 months old when he was abducted, and his 4-year-old brother, Ariel. Israel has said it is assessing Hamas's claims that the Bibas children and their mother, Shiri, were killed.
Ten of the remaining hostages are foreign nationals, according to Israel. Israel previously described the breakdown as eight Thai citizens, one Nepali citizen and one French-Mexican citizen.
Before the pause in fighting, Hamas released four hostages in two batches in October. Americans Judith Raanan, 59, and her daughter Natalie, 17, were released Oct. 20. Hamas said this was for "humanitarian reasons," without elaborating.
Yocheved Lifshitz and Nurit Cooper, Israeli women in their 70s and 80s, were released Oct. 23, for what Hamas called "crushing humanitarian reasons." Their husbands remain in captivity.
Israel said one of its soldiers who was taken in the Hamas incursion was released after a rescue operation in late October. The soldier was identified as Pvt. Ori Megidish.
In mid-February, Israel's military said it rescued two Israeli Argentine dual nationals, Fernando Simon Marman and Luis Har, amid deadly airstrikes on Rafah.
It is unclear how many of the remaining hostages are still alive.
Israel said it has recovered 12 bodies of hostages from Gaza, including several whose deaths it blames on Hamas and some who have been killed in its own operations.
Israel said there are 34 additional hostages it believes were killed whose bodies have not been recovered, including one who was killed in a rescue attempt. That number includes one Tanzanian worker. It said it has been updating its list of hostages killed based on confirmation from "intelligence and other measures." Its list appeared also to include some whose bodies were taken into Gaza after they were killed in the Oct. 7 attack.
Nov. 24: The day the pause began, Israel's Foreign Ministry confirmed that 13 Israelis were released.
Nov. 25: Israel's Foreign Ministry confirmed that 13 Israelis were released.
Nov. 26: The Israeli Foreign Ministry listed 14 Israelis who were released.
Nov. 27: Israel's Foreign Ministry listed 11 Israeli hostages as being released.
All those released on Nov. 27 have dual citizenship -- French, Argentine and German, said Qatar's foreign minister, Al Ansari.
Nov. 28: Israel's Foreign Ministry said 10 Israeli hostages were released. One of the hostages was born in the Philippines, and some also hold Argentine citizenship, according to local media reports.
Nov. 29: The Israeli prime minister's office said 10 Israeli hostages were released. Two others with Russian citizenship were also released. Qatar's and Germany's foreign ministries said there were three German citizens released, but The Post could not confirm the name of one.
Nov. 30: Hamas released eight Israeli hostages, Israel's military said.
Some other foreign nationals -- mostly Thai -- were also released during the pause in fighting.

Thai nationals who were released after being taken hostage by Hamas leave the Shamir Medical Center in Ramla, Israel, on their way to be flown back to Thailand. (Maya Levin/AP)


Nov. 24: 10 Thai nationals and one Filipino national were released, the Thai and Philippine foreign ministries confirmed. Israel's Foreign Ministry also listed the names of those freed.
Nov. 25: The Thai Foreign Ministry said four Thai nationals were released, and they were named by a Thai public broadcaster.
Nov. 26: The Thai Foreign Ministry said three Thai nationals had been released. Their names were published by the Israeli Foreign Ministry.
Nov. 28: Thailand's foreign minister said he welcomed two Thai nationals who had been released. They were named by Israel's Foreign Ministry.
Nov. 29: The Israeli prime minister's office announced that four Thai nationals had been released into Israel. They were named by Thailand's Foreign Ministry.
Lior Soroka, Itay Stern, Shira Rubin and Kate Brady contributed to this report.
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A silent killer stalks sea turtles. A small town is trying to stop it.
They figured out what was killing the loggerheads of La Sabana, Venezuela, on their own. They're still waiting for the government to help.
By Ana Herrero | 2024-04-11
LA SABANA, Venezuela -- Pedro Luis Perez woke up early on the clear, sunny morning to check on his hatchlings. At his nursery, a small, fenced-in square on the beach in this coastal town, a tiny loggerhead sea turtle struggled to break free from the warm sand.
Perez stuck his hand into the sand and helped the creature out.
"This one was born to succeed," he said.
But he was one of only a few. In his nest of 100 eggs, the last of the season, just 13 survived.
The turtles of La Sabana are vanishing. This small town on Venezuela's Caribbean coast, known for producing such baseball stars as Alcides Escobar and Ronald Acuna Jr., is home to four of the seven sea turtle species on Earth.
Hawksbill sea turtles are classified by the International Union for Conservation of Nature as critically endangered: Facing an "extremely high risk" of extinction in the wild in the "immediate future." Green and leatherback sea turtles are endangered: facing a "very high risk" of such extinction in the "near future."
The loggerheads are designated as vulnerable: facing a "high risk" in the "near future." Their global population, once in the millions, according to the Tucson-based Center for Biological Diversity, is down to an estimated 50,000. The greatest threats to the species include the loss of nesting grounds to coastal development and predators, entanglement in fishing equipment intended to catch other species, and pollution, according to the Gainesville, Fla.-based Sea Turtle Conservancy.

Pedro Luis Perez assesses the surviving loggerhead turtles after their nest was unearthed at their nursery in La Sabana. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)


Adult sea turtles come to La Sabana each spring to lay eggs in the sand. The hatchlings emerge a few months later and head instinctively for the sea -- a phenomenon that draws animal lovers and conservationists. Perez and a team of local volunteers had spent years caring for and protecting these babies. But now a silent killer was spreading.
Perez reviewed his handwritten notes for the day. He records the number of hatchlings born alive and the number of rotten eggs. Before this season, he said, he had never seen such low survival rates. A few weeks earlier, in a nest of 100 eggs, only two survived.
"We can't figure out what is happening," Perez said.

Men run to help a La Sabana fisherman pull his boat in from the sea. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)



La Sabana residents dance salsa to celebrate local hero Ronald Acuna Jr.'s entry into Major League Baseball's 40 home run, 40 steal club. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)



Young men play basketball as the sun sets. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)


In the weeks to come, he would learn that a similar crisis was emerging in a turtle population more than 300 miles away -- a key to solving the mystery. But he and his team are still waiting for help saving the turtles.
Biologists studying turtles at Parguito Beach, a much-visited strand on Venezuela's Isla Margarita, were also seeing plummeting survival rates. Biology student Angelica Burgos, a volunteer with the Nueva Esparta State Sea Turtle Conservation Group, identified a change in the local ecology as early as 2014, she told The Washington Post. "We realized that we were in the presence of an introduced plant," she said.
Scaevola sericea, also known as beach cabbage or sea lettuce, thrives in the mangrove swamps of the South Pacific. On Margarita, biologists found its roots were crowding out the eggs before the turtles were even fully formed.
"We observed in the nests that the roots would occupy almost 80 percent of the hole," Burgos said.
A Post reporter shared this information with Perez back in La Sabana. He called Burgos to ask for a picture of the plant.
Perez, who was sitting under a palm tree in front of the beach, looked at the photo on his phone and jumped up.

A boy holds a turtle hatchling. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)


"Wait!" he shouted. "I've seen this!" He ran to the nursery. "There it is!"
In a nest laced with small, thin roots, he spotted a single head of beach lettuce. "That goddamned plant" had invaded miles of coastline in La Sabana.
In Margarita, Burgos was as surprised as Perez.
"We noticed years ago something was happening," she said. "We didn't know it was happening anywhere else."
Burgos doesn't know how sea lettuce reached Venezuela. With its green leaves and white flowers, hoteliers in Margarita began years ago to plant it as landscaping.

Castillo instructs other tortugueros -- loosely, "turtlers" -- at La Sabana. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)



Perez holds a beach cabbage. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)



Fishermen on a jetty in La Sabana in September. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)


It's possible, Burgos said, that it was introduced in La Sabana by humans. Or its seeds could have traveled by sea. What's clear, she said, is that it propagates quickly. According to the University of Hawaii's College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, it can grow from seed even without water.
"The problem," Burgos said, "is not only that it spreads faster than other species, but that the eradication of it on the beach is very complicated."
Specialists recommend removing large portions of the plant at once, putting them into garbage bags and incinerating them when possible. "Just by taking it out of the ground," Burgos said, "you could spread it."
Venezuela's Environmental Ministry has confirmed that the plant was affecting turtle survival rates on Margarita, according to people with direct knowledge, and officials have promised to eradicate it. But so far, local activists say, no work has begun. The Environmental Ministry did not respond to a request for comment.
The turtles face other risks: Illegal collection for the black market, natural predators, and sand warmed by climate change, said Brad Nahill, president of the Portland, Ore.-based advocacy group SEE Turtles.

Visitors examine turtle hatchlings. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)


But the greatest threat, according to biologist Clemente Balladares, associate researcher with the local environmentalist NGO Provita and Fudena, is humans. The turtles are harmed by fishing, hunting and construction, including in protected areas.
"The plant is a real problem, but for now, it's restricted to certain places," Balladares said. Since its discovery in La Sabana, three other locations in Venezuela have reported the presence of the plant.
The activists in La Sabana are nurturing the beach's turtles without significant help from the government, Perez said.

Tortuguero conservationist and teacher Braulio Castillo and local children release baby turtles into the sea in La Sabana, Venezuela.


In a small chair facing the sea, Perez texts a WhatsApp group of activists around the country about the new threat discovered at his beach. The news ignites a conversation. "We need to be sure this is causing a problem," one group member responded. "We alerted authorities but they said they have to wait until higher officials give the orders," wrote another. "There is no political willingness."
Each time the group releases the surviving hatchlings into the sea, local families gather for a celebration. A man who calls himself "Pachamama" -- a Quechua name for Mother Earth -- instructs a group of children.

Castillo watches the sea collect the last of the year's loggerhead turtle hatchlings. (Andrea Hernandez Briceno for The Washington Post)


"Each of you will take one of them, make a wish, set them free and walk with them to their new life," he said. "One of them will come back to this same beach to lay its eggs in the future. Maybe that one is yours."
Each of the 20 children, wearing gloves, picked up a baby turtle and held it close to their hearts. They closed their eyes and made wishes before gently placing the turtles in the sand.
One of the children followed a turtle into the ocean as it swam away, disappearing with the sunset.
The small group in La Sabana is now looking forward to the arrival of sea turtles to lay their eggs here. They include turtles born here years ago, when an even smaller group was fighting to keep them alive.
"I hope that I'll see you again," the boy said.
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Europe's farmers are in revolt and the far right is trying to make hay
Farmer outrage is powering a backlash against the centrist status quo -- and far-right parties have skillfully seized the moment ahead of key elections.
By Emily Rauhala, Virgile Demoustier | 2024-04-11

The sign for the village of St. Etienne en Cogles in Maen Roch, France, is seen turned upside down on March 18 as part of nationwide protests by farmers. (Laurence Geai/MYOP for The Washington Post)


MAEN ROCH, France -- The farmers standing with their arms crossed outside a sheep barn in rural Brittany were absolutely furious, completely en colere. For a visiting centrist politician, that made for an earful. For Europe's far right, it has provided an opening.
In recent months, angry agricultural workers have rolled their tractors into Paris and other cities across Europe, blocking roads, spraying manure and setting things on fire. Farmers are mad about high costs and low prices, about the prospect of free trade deals, about the constraints of climate regulations, about what they say is a failure of political elites to understand what it means to grow wheat or raise sheep.
Their revolt is reshaping European policy -- officials who previously promised to put the environment first and lead the world in a green transition have scrambled to walk back some of their own rules.
And in a year of key elections in both Europe and the United States, the farmer uprising may foretell a sharp right shift.
The European far right is skillfully seizing the moment, promising an agricultural overhaul and a chance to stick it to the city slickers. By inserting themselves into the farm fight, far-right figures have the potential to broaden their appeal. They can also continue to rail against elites and make the case for nationalism, as symbolized by salt-of-the-earth farmers.

Farmers share their concerns with a visiting member of the European Parliament, not pictured, in Maen Roch, France, on March 18. (Laurence Geai/MYOP for The Washington Post) 


French far-right icon Marine Le Pen and her party have seemed particularly eager to channel agricultural outrage. "They have co-opted the movement as their own," said Mujtaba Rahman, managing director for Europe at the Eurasia Group, a political risk consulting firm. "This is a cynical and opportunistic move by the far-right, but it is proving effective."
In the Netherlands, fury over a proposal to meet E.U. nitrogen pollution targets by reducing livestock herds helped propel a farmers' party into a surprise first-place finish in provincial elections last year and is among the reasons the party has backed far-right nationalist Geert Wilders in coalition negotiations.
In Germany, when planned subsidy cuts in the agriculture sector brought farmers into the streets, the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) overlooked that its party platform called for the abolition of subsidies. AfD politicians joined the farmer protests in the hope of bolstering their position as the second-strongest party in German polls ahead of key regional elections in the fall.
Early polls suggest the far right will also make a strong showing in the European Parliament elections in June. While farmer angst is just one of many factors driving that vote, far-right politicians appear to be trying to capitalize on it. 
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, in Brussels for a European leaders' summit, told farmers protesting there: "It's a European mistake that the voice of the people is not taken seriously. ... We have to find new leaders who really represent the people." For his audience back in Central Europe, where the concern is about the European Union allowing cheap Ukrainian grain to enter its market, his Fidesz party released an animated video accusing Brussels of "destroying the livelihood of European farmers."

Livestock on a farm in La Ville Aly, France. (Laurence Geai/MYOP for The Washington Post) 


What's happening in France helps explain how Europe got here -- and what could come next.
There is not a singular reason why years of simmering unrest have exploded into massive protests, which for one particularly dramatic period in January saw tractors block the major arteries in and out of Paris. In France, there are as many irritants as there are agricultural unions, associations and interest groups -- that is to say, a lot.
The Brittany farmers had plenty to vent about when Marie-Pierre Vedrenne, a French member of the European Parliament from President Emmanuel Macron's political family, stopped by the sheep farm on a Monday morning in March to share a simple meal at a long barn table and listen to complaints.
The farmers talked about how, even with subsidies, it was hard to make a living, because prices for their produce were not keeping pace with costs. They pressed Vedrenne about a prospective free trade deal, arguing that they should not have to compete with produce from less-regulated markets abroad.
"We're under the impression that we're being sacrificed, that we're the adjustment variable in these international agreements," said farmer Cedric Henry.

Farmers David Rondin, left, and Cedric Henry speak with Marie-Pierre Vedrenne, a member of the European Parliament. (Laurence Geai/MYOP for The Washington Post) 



A lamb latches on to the thumb of French farmer David Rondin. (Laurence Geai/MYOP for The Washington Post) 


David Rondin, who runs the sheep farm, lamented that French schools were turning children against meat.
Vedrenne told them that she is fighting to negotiate better trade terms and assured them that she, too, wants to see French meat and milk in French schools.
Many farmers also feel burdened by E.U. rules outlining how they should rotate their crops or till their land. Clueless bureaucrats from Brussels are telling them when and how they can trim their hedgerows, said Bruno Gauthier, the director of a regional association of farming unions.
French and other European leaders have sought to appease the farmers -- and neutralize far-right advantages.
Gabriel Attal was dispatched to deal with farmers just days after his January appointment as France's youngest prime minister. He has since promised tens of millions of euros in aid and tax breaks, scrapped plans to reduce subsidies on the diesel used in trucks and farm machinery, and relaxed national restrictions on pesticides, among other concessions. He said a forthcoming law would go further, helping to achieve "farming and food sovereignty" -- a notably nationalistic phrase.
The E.U., for its part, has moved to loosen regulations on things like crop rotation and tillage. It ditched a plan to slash pesticide use and put a major piece of the E.U. climate agenda, the Nature Restoration Law, on hold -- decisions that prompted fierce criticism from environmental activists.
E.U. leaders are under pressure to restrict grain imports from Ukraine. And, hitting another item on the farmer wish list, French officials have called for the E.U. to back off trade negotiations with the South American Mercosur trade bloc. In a visit to Brazil last month, Macron called it "a terrible deal."

Fabien Tigeot, who heads a regional federation of organic farmers in Brittany, keeps 50 cows on his farm in La Ville Aly, France. (Laurence Geai/MYOP for The Washington Post) 


And yet, despite these all these concessions, many farmers here appear to have little enthusiasm for the French president or the E.U.
"There is a rejection of the European Union, a rejection of free trade and more and more a rejection of Macron," said Eddy Fougier, a political analyst who studies French protest movements.
Macron was booed when he showed up at France's most important agricultural fair in late February. Jordan Bardella, the 28-year-old president of the far-right National Rally party, was greeted like a rock star, snapping selfies with fans.
National Rally, the party of Marine Le Pen, was once assumed too xenophobic and anti-immigrant to govern. But party leaders have latched onto farming in an apparent effort to broaden their focus beyond migration and edge toward the political mainstream. With less than two months to go before the European Parliament elections, the party is leading the polls and confident it can ride agricultural anger all the way to victory.
National Rally politicians accuse Brussels and Paris of "punitive environmentalism" and cast those who support climate rules as clueless, urban elite and "globalists." In some cases, supporting farmers has required contorting their positions. Although Le Pen once decried pesticide use, for instance, her party now backs it, a turnaround that has helped it gain support.

French lawmaker Gregoire de Fournas, who belongs to Marine Le Pen's far-right National Rally party, has high hopes for the European Parliament elections. (Laurence Geai/MYOP for The Washington Post) 


Far-right French lawmakers call the about-face on pesticides and the focus on farmer issues "pragmatic," saying "localism" -- including promoting local food and agriculture -- is a core part of their conservative cause. They are confident their message is resonating.
Gregoire de Fournas, a Le Pen ally who was briefly suspended from the National Assembly in 2022 for shouting "back to Africa" as a Black colleague spoke, predicted a new day for conservative politics in France and across Europe. "We have never been closer to power," he said.
Support by farmers for the far right is not at all unanimous. Fabien Tigeot, an organic farmer who raises cattle in a different part of Brittany, said he was concerned by how farmers are getting squeezed economically but opposed the walk-back of environmental rules, particularly on the use of pesticides. The issue, he said, is being "instrumentalized" by politicians.
The question is whether others will be swayed. After Vedrenne, the European lawmaker, left the sheep farm, the farmers lingered, chatting. Nobody said whom they would vote for in the European Parliament elections. Everyone predicted a far-right win.
Kate Brady in Berlin contributed to this report.

Sheep in Maen Roch, France, as farmers meet with Marie-Pierre Vedrenne, a French member of European Parliament. (Laurence Geai/MYOP for The Washington Post) 
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Millions in Myanmar face economic 'free fall' due to war, U.N. finds
The Myanmar middle class is shrinking dramatically and poverty spreading widely, according to a new report from the United Nations Development Program. 
By Rebecca Tan | 2024-04-11

A woman walks at Myo Ma market in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, on March 26. Myanmar's junta prepared to put on a show of force at the annual Armed Forces Day parade as it struggles to contain escalating violence against its rule. (AFP/Getty Images)


SINGAPORE -- The civil war now engulfing Myanmar is driving the population into an acute economic crisis, with the middle class shrinking dramatically and poverty spreading widely, according to a report issued Thursday by the United Nations Development Program.
U.N. researchers found that the middle class is now half the size it was three years ago and, faced with rising inflation, households are being forced to slash spending on food. Nearly half the population lives under the national poverty line of 76 cents a day.
The report, which entailed more than 12,600 interviews, is one of the largest surveys in Myanmar since the military sparked the civil war by seizing power in 2021, and represents a rare accounting of economic upheaval in what was one of Asia's most promising emerging markets. After decades of isolation, Myanmar began liberalizing and opening up to foreign investment in 2011. In 2016, according to the International Monetary Fund, Myanmar's economy grew faster than any other in the world.
"This was a country that was on a very positive trajectory," UNDP administrator Achim Steiner said in an interview from New York. Now, Myanmar's economy is "imploding" and there are no indications this will stop without intervention, he added.
For three years, pro-democracy insurgents have been fighting against military rule, joining ethnic rebel groups that have been waging war for decades. The junta has carried out what human rights investigators call crimes against humanity in a brutal campaign to crush the opposition. Even for those not involved in combat, daily life has become unbearable, the UNDP said in its report.
The value of the Myanmar currency has cratered. Hundreds of thousands of workers have left the country, and wages have stagnated even as commodities have grown more expensive. Millions in Myanmar have found themselves in "free fall," unable to maintain a livelihood because their workplaces have been shut or destroyed, or because these people have been forced to flee the violence, Steiner said.
Myanmar's GDP contracted by about 18 percent in 2021 due to the dual effects of the coup and the coronavirus pandemic. Military leaders claimed last year that the economy was recovering and that GDP would grow by 4 percent annually. But in December, the World Bank released a forecast that said economic growth would be closer to 1 percent.

Members of the Loikaw Local People's Defense Force prepare to go to the front line in Myanmar's eastern Kayah state on Nov. 28. (AFP/Getty Images)


The deepest pockets of suffering are in areas of intense conflict, said the UNDP. In the small, southeastern state of Kayah, where a rebel movement has been met with indiscriminate military airstrikes, household income has halved since 2021 -- the most of any state. Median income per capita has dropped to about $14 per month, which is less than what the U.N. considers the minimum required to meet what's needed to survive.
When the UNDP concluded its survey in October, about 25 percent of Myanmar's population had been "hanging by a thread," the agency said. Since then, major rebel offensives have increased conflict across the country, likely pushing much of that population over the brink and into poverty, say U.N. officials.
The military, meanwhile, shows no signs of slowing its campaign, said Richard Horsey, a senior adviser on Myanmar for the International Crisis Group. In February, amid reports of poor troop morale, the military announced it would begin conscripting new soldiers.
The military derives much of its funding from exploiting natural resources and operating illicit or unregulated businesses, say security analysts. Last year, Myanmar became the world's top producer of opium, surpassing Afghanistan, according to the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime. The country has also become one of the world's biggest hubs for online scam operations.
So even as the formal economy collapses, the military has found ways to continue financing its war effort, Horsey said. "It's the ordinary people," he added, "for whom life is going to get more miserable."
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Israel's war in Gaza reaches an inflection point
Troops are pulling out, more aid is going in and peace talks are progressing.
By Adam Taylor | 2024-04-11
You're reading an excerpt from the Today's WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox every weekday.

Smoke rises in Gaza as an Israeli tank maneuvers near the Israel-Gaza border Wednesday. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


This weekend, Israel's war in Gaza turned six months old. It's already left at least 33,000 people dead in Gaza, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel continues to mourn not only for the 1,200 people estimated killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, but also for the 250-plus soldiers killed in Gaza since the war began.
There are signs of an inflection point. On Sunday, the Israel Defense Forces said that its 98th commando division, which consists of special ground forces, had "concluded its mission" in southern Gaza and would leave the enclave "to recuperate and prepare for future operations." Only one brigade would remain in southern Gaza, the IDF said, stationed upon a corridor that divides northern and southern Gaza. 
Concurrent with this troop drawdown, Israel has moved to open additional access points to northern Gaza that would allow more aid to flow in -- in theory at least, bypassing the logistical blocks that had led to most aid ending up stuck near border crossings in southern Gaza. Israel has said it is working to increase the number of aid trucks that enter Gaza, with the IDF announcing that 468 aid trucks were "inspected and transferred to Gaza" on Tuesday -- the largest single-day total since the start of the war, it said.
Looming over these moves are cease-fire talks in Cairo, where Egyptian officials have spoken positively about the potential for a deal that could see some of the more than 100 remaining hostages kept by Hamas in Gaza freed in exchange for Palestinian prisoners held by Israel. Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz said Monday that negotiations were at a "critical point," while Hamas said it would "review the proposals."
The shift comes amid international pressure on Israel. The country is facing its worst international backlash in decades, exacerbated by the killing of seven World Central Kitchen aid workers in an Israeli strike on April 1. The Biden administration has repeatedly called for a cease-fire and said Israel should allow more aid into Gaza to avert famine, while opposing the idea of an offensive on the southern city of Rafah, which Israel says is Hamas's last major stronghold.
President Biden warned Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu last week that he could lose U.S. support for the war unless he changes course. Speaking at the White House on Wednesday, Biden suggested that Israel had not yet met the standard he called for. "We'll see what he does in terms of meeting the commitments that he made to me," Biden said of Netanyahu.
U.S. officials are pointing to the changes in Israeli policy as a sign they are getting results. During a Senate Armed Services Committee meeting Tuesday, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin told lawmakers that American pressure on Israel is working. "It clearly had an effect. We have seen changes in behavior, and we have seen more humanitarian assistance being pushed into Gaza," Austin said. "Hopefully that trend will continue."
But the strongest leverage on Israel has not been used yet. Western nations like the United States and Germany face calls to halt or limit arms sales to Israel. The two countries supplied roughly 99 percent of all arms imported to Israel from 2019 to 2023, according to an analysis published in March by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. Some smaller nations have already moved to block arms exports to Israel.
Meanwhile, Netanyahu faces significant domestic pressure to reach a deal that could free the remaining hostages seized by Hamas on Oct. 7. With no clarity on how many are dead or alive, families have faced an anguishing wait and resent their own leader as well as the captors. One Israeli familiar with the negotiations told The Post this week that Netanyahu "really does need to make a significant achievement with a deal." 
The outcome of this window of change is not clear. The most important factors in the conflict remain as unresolved as ever. Netanyahu and other Israeli officials have said that destroying Hamas remains their ultimate objective, with an offensive on Rafah, a city now crowded with displaced civilians, still being planned, despite strong objections from the United States and other allies.
Hamas is still operating in Gaza, where its most important leaders are in hiding, with the group pushing back on U.S. cease-fire proposals. They continue to call for a full end to the war, the Wall Street Journal reported Wednesday. There is little evidence of a retreat. "With this pain and blood, we create hopes, a future and freedom for our people, our cause and our nation," Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas's political leader, said Wednesday in Qatar after reports that three of his sons and at least two grandchildren were killed in an Israeli strike on a car west of Gaza City.
In Gaza, Palestinians now able to return home after the withdrawal of Israeli forces are finding themselves in limbo, with their old homes damaged beyond return, their new refuge unsafe. "I couldn't recognize the place," one Palestinian humanitarian worker, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak with reporters, told The Post in a phone interview Monday. "Even the streets are no longer there."
Israel remains in its own form of abeyance too, with the looming Rafah offensive hanging over it along with the lives of the remaining hostages. Analysts fear it is entering a counterinsurgency that will fail to resolve its fundamental problems in Gaza. Even while proclaiming a partial victory Wednesday, Israeli war cabinet minister and Netanyahu rival Benny Gantz seemed to admit so.
"The war with Hamas will take time," Gantz said, according to Israeli media. "Youth in middle school will one day fight in the Gaza Strip, as in Judea and Samaria, and against Lebanon."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/04/11/israel-war-gaza-turning-point-future/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What to know about the Palestinian bid to become a full U.N. member
The Palestinian Authority has asked the U.N. Security Council to reconsider its application for full membership, which has been in limbo since 2011.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-04-11

Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian envoy to the United Nations, addresses the U.N. Security Council on March 25. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


The Palestinian Authority is pushing for global recognition of a Palestinian state by asking the U.N. Security Council to reconsider its application for full membership.
"We sincerely hope after 12 years since we changed our status to an observer state, that the Security Council will elevate itself to implementing the global consensus on the two-state solution by admitting the state of Palestine for full membership," Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian envoy to the United Nations, told reporters Monday.

The United Nations Security Council on April 8 agreed to consider a renewed application from the Palestinian Authority for full U.N. membership.


The application is set to be considered this month. Under international law, statehood requires a defined territory, a permanent population, a government and an ability to enter into international relations.
The Palestinian Authority, which is based in Ramallah and controls parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, made a bid for full U.N. membership in September 2011, but the U.N. Security Council never voted on it. At the time, the United States said it would veto a resolution recognizing Palestinian statehood.
In November 2012, the U.N. General Assembly voted to recognize Palestine as a nonmember observer state -- a status it shares with the Holy See. Observers can participate in U.N. sessions but cannot vote on resolutions.
The decision -- which was celebrated across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and condemned by the United States and Israel -- also allowed Palestinians to join other international organizations, including the United Nations' top court. The International Court of Justice is currently considering the legality of Israel's "occupation, settlement and annexation" of Palestinian territory, as well as a separate case alleging that Israel is violating the Genocide Convention in its war against Hamas in Gaza -- which Israel and the United States deny.
On April 2, the Palestinian Authority formally asked the U.N. Security Council to reopen its 2011 application. The council on Monday agreed to reconsider the bid, with none of its 15 members objecting.
The matter was referred to the committee charged with determining whether the proposed state of Palestine qualifies for full membership.
If the committee agrees, the application goes back to the U.N. Security Council, where it requires nine votes, with no veto from any of the five permanent members -- the United States, Britain, France, Russia and China. If it passes there, it moves to the 193-member U.N. General Assembly, where it needs a two-thirds majority.
The United States, Britain and other Group of Seven countries have not recognized a Palestinian state -- although France and Britain have indicated this year that they are considering it.
Gilbert Achcar, a professor of development studies and international relations at SOAS University of London, said the application "is more likely to succeed now than ever before," as Western governments seek to "dissociate themselves" from the Israeli war in Gaza.
"We have thus seen France, followed by the U.K., shifting their position with time, both hinting at a possible support for the [Palestinian Authority's] application," Achcar said -- leaving the possibility of a U.S. veto as "the only real obstacle remaining." (Russia and China both recognize the Palestinian state.)
Achcar said it is possible Washington might abstain, as it did in March when the United Nations passed a resolution calling for a cease-fire in Gaza.
U.S. officials have said there is no change in the country's long-standing position that membership should come only after a negotiated peace deal between Israel and the Palestinians.
The United States has long advocated for a two-state solution -- one for Israelis and one for Palestinians -- and has said that the issue of Palestinian statehood should be settled through direct negotiations.
The U.S.-led peace process has been dormant for years, but Washington is now working with Arab nations on a postwar plan for Gaza that would include a timeline for establishing a Palestinian state, The Washington Post has reported.
But there are significant obstacles to that plan -- above all, Israel's vehement opposition to the idea. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said that recognizing Palestinian statehood would be a "huge reward" for Hamas's Oct. 7 attack. Key partners in Netanyahu's coalition -- including Bezalel Smotrich, the finance minister, and Itamar Ben Gvir, the national security minister -- are vocal opponents of a Palestinian state. Even Netanyahu's political rivals have refrained from publicly discussing the two-state solution since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack.
Donald Rothwell, an expert in international law at the Australian National University, said that while the U.S. is "ultimately supportive" of a two-state solution, endorsing Palestinian membership would "rapidly accelerate that process" before any peace agreement is in place.
"The Biden administration would be very cautious about supporting Palestinian membership of the United Nations given how politically contentious the issue is during a presidential election year," he said.
Since 1988, 140 of the 193 United Nations member states have recognized Palestinian statehood, according to a letter supporting the Palestinian bid that was sent to the U.N. Security Council president last week by the heads of the Arab Group at the United Nations, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the Non-Aligned Movement.
The leaders of Spain, Ireland, Malta and Slovenia last month said in a joint statement that they would work toward recognition of a Palestinian state when "the circumstances are right."
Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong said Tuesday that "the international community is now considering the question of Palestinian statehood as a way of building momentum toward a two-state solution."
Rothwell said he doubted that Australia would recognize a Palestinian state "unilaterally, but rather would be one of a number of like-minded states who would do so at the same time."
Achcar said turning from an observer to a full U.N. member would only be a "symbolic victory" for the Palestinian Authority, while Israel maintains control over the West Bank, Gaza and annexed East Jerusalem.
Karen DeYoung and Niha Masih contributed to this report.
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Gazans mark a somber Eid; Hamas political leader's three sons killed in Israeli strike
Palestinians in Gaza are marking Eid al-Fitr, the celebration that follows the fasting month of Ramadan, under the shadow of six months of war and a humanitarian crisis.
By Niha Masih, Victoria Bisset, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Bryan Pietsch, Sammy Westfall, Claire Parker, Mikhail Klimentov, Olivier Laurent, Steve Hendrix, Susannah George | 2024-04-10
Palestinians in Gaza are marking Eid al-Fitr, the celebration that follows the fasting month of Ramadan, under the shadow of six months of war and a growing humanitarian crisis. People prayed alongside the rubble of mosques and buildings, while a doctor in Rafah told The Washington Post: "This is a sad Eid in Gaza; you can see it in everyone's eyes." Later Wednesday, Ismail Haniyeh, the head of Hamas's political bureau, said that three of his sons had been killed in an Israeli strike in Gaza. The Israel Defense Forces confirmed the strike, and said Haniyeh's sons were "military operatives."
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How China allegedly interfered with Canada's elections
A public inquiry in Ottawa is investigating claims that China "clandestinely" interfered in the last two federal elections in Canada. 
By Amanda Coletta | 2024-04-11

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau arrives to deliver his victory speech at his election night headquarters on Oct. 21, 2019, in Montreal. (Cole Burston/Getty Images)


TORONTO -- The conclusions in the top-secret intelligence briefing were stark: China "clandestinely and deceptively" interfered in Canada's 2019 and 2021 federal elections, seeking to support candidates favorable to Beijing's strategic interests.
The activity was aimed at discouraging Canadians, particularly Chinese Canadians, from voting for the Conservative Party, which it viewed as having an anti-Beijing platform, the Canadian Security Intelligence Service reported in the February 2023 briefing.
China got the outcome it wanted in 2021 -- the reelection of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau with a minority government -- but intelligence and national security officials have said there is no evidence that Beijing's efforts had an impact on the result of either of the last two federal elections.
CSIS prepared the document for the prime minister's office after Canadian news outlets reported last year on allegations China sought to interfere in the elections. Now those claims are at the center of a public inquiry in Ottawa.
Trudeau, who long resisted pressure from opposition parties to launch a public inquiry, defended his government's response to the threat of foreign interference before Quebec Court of Appeal Justice Marie-Josee Hogue on Wednesday.
"When we took office in 2015, there [were] very little, if any, mechanisms to counter foreign interference," he said, and then listed the steps his government has taken to address the threat. "There is always more to do."
Intelligence officials have cautioned that reports that have been introduced in the inquiry might contain information that is uncorroborated, that is based on single sources or that has since been invalidated by subsequent information.
Hogue is expected to release a final report in December. Here's what to know.

Katie Telford, the prime minister's chief of staff, arrives to testify before a House of Commons panel in Ottawa last April. (David Kawai/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


In a secret 2021 intelligence report, a task force with members from CSIS and other agencies identified China as "the most significant" source of foreign interference, acting in a "sophisticated, pervasive and persistent" manner to target politicians at all levels of government.
China, CSIS reported, uses proxies, state entities, Chinese officials in Canada, its diaspora, Chinese-language news outlets and "inducements or coercive means" to achieve its aim: ensuring the election of candidates "perceived to further or at least not actively oppose" Beijing's interests.
Some targets are unaware of China's interest in them, CSIS said. Others "willingly cooperate."
In a separate top-secret intelligence report in 2021, agencies said several articles in Chinese-language news outlets and on WeChat contained false claims about Conservative Party candidates ahead of that year's election to dissuade Chinese Canadians from voting for them.
While there wasn't "clear evidence" that the Chinese government directed the campaign, CSIS said, there were "indicators of potential coordination" between Chinese-language news outlets in Canada and those of the Chinese Communist Party.
Erin O'Toole, leader of the Conservative Party during the 2021 election, has testified that he believes the campaign cost the party as many as nine seats. It was "nowhere enough to change the results of the election," he said, but meant "democratic rights were being trampled upon."
The inquiry has also focused on a Liberal Party nomination race in 2019 for a Toronto-area electoral district. CSIS reported in 2020 that Chinese government officials "likely manipulated" that contest, which was won by Han Dong. He was later elected to Parliament in that year's general election.

Han Dong, seen in 2014, was elected to a seat in Canadian Parliament in 2019. (Rene Johnston/Toronto Star/Getty Images)


Dong has testified that he sought the support of international students from China studying at a private high school. They were bused in to vote for him in the nomination race, but he said he did not know who chartered the bus.
In fact, he said, he remembered having sought their support only after his wife reminded him of it shortly before his testimony. International students may vote in a Liberal Party nomination race if they live in that electoral district.
But in an unclassified intelligence summary, agencies said there were indications that a known proxy agent of the Chinese government provided students who didn't live in the district with falsified documents and that the Chinese Consulate threatened to revoke their student visas or punish their family members in China if they didn't vote for Dong.
They said some of the information was reported to intelligence officials before the election but was "not firmly substantiated."
Dong quit the Liberal caucus last year and sits as an independent.
China has long denied interfering in Canada's elections.

Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Sikh separatist leader who was assassinated last year, is pictured on a banner in Surrey, British Columbia, in September. (Darryl Dyck/Canadian Press/AP) 


Intelligence reports introduced in the inquiry named India as a country that "actively" engages in foreign interference here, working through Indian officials in Canada and seeking to leverage its large diaspora community here "to shape political outcomes in its favor."
Agencies said in an unclassified intelligence summary that India focused on a small number of districts in the 2021 election and that a proxy agent might have clandestinely provided illicit funding to pro-India candidates -- possibly without their knowledge.
India, agencies reported, is focused on suppressing support for a Sikh separatist movement that seeks to carve an independent state and opposes Canadian candidates perceived to support it.
The Indian high commission in Canada, the equivalent of an embassy among fellow commonwealth members, did not respond to a request for comment. The country's External Affairs Ministry has called claims it has sought to interfere in Canada's internal affairs "baseless."
Trudeau told the House of Commons in September of "credible allegations" that agents of the Indian government were behind the killing of a Sikh separatist leader in British Columbia last year. India has denied the allegations.
Pakistan is also named in the documents as a "limited" actor. Its aims are similar to those of India and China: to clandestinely support candidates with positions favorable to its interests.
A top-secret report from 2020 said a CSIS "threat reduction measure" to reduce Pakistan's attempts to interfere in Canada's democratic processes had a "tangible effect."
The Pakistani high commission in Canada did not respond to a request for comment.
Russia possesses "robust" foreign interference capacity, according to a July 2021 intelligence report, but lacked the intent to interfere because Canada's main political parties are largely united in their stance toward Moscow. The Kremlin saw no benefit in supporting one party over the others.
No.
In 2019, the federal government tasked a panel of senior civil servants with notifying candidates if they have been the target of interference and alerting the public about threats to election integrity.
Members of the panel told the commission that they made no such announcements because none of the intelligence they reviewed met the threshold for notification. They maintained that the overall results of the votes weren't compromised.
Sometimes the intelligence they were provided was based on a single source, uncorroborated or of limited reliability. It was also not clear, they said, whether misinformation or disinformation online was the work of a foreign actor.
Nathalie Drouin, a former deputy minister of justice who served on the panel, said intervention could do "more harm than good."
"It had the potential to create confusion and also to be seen as interfering in a democratic exercise," testified Drouin, now Trudeau's national security and intelligence adviser. "We want also to make sure that we were not being seen as taking a position -- a partisan position -- in any debate."
Echoing the testimony of several of his top advisers this week, the prime minister asserted that some of the intelligence that he receives might need further corroboration or might not be accurate.
Some of the information contained in written intelligence reports, he said, is not delivered to him orally in briefings. An example: a finding in the 2023 CSIS briefing that foreign interference is prevalent here because it is a "low-risk, high-reward" activity.
He said he learned from Jeremy Broadhurst, the Liberal Party campaign director, in September 2019 that CSIS had briefed Broadhurst on concerns that Chinese officials here "had been developing plans to possibly engage in interference" in Dong's nomination race by busing in students or Chinese speakers.
Trudeau said he asked for more detail, "but the answers weren't clear" and he "didn't feel there was sufficient or sufficiently credible information that would justify this very significant step to remove a candidate" weeks before an election.
Despite "attempts by foreign states to interfere," Trudeau said, the 2019 and 2021 elections "were decided by Canadians."
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European Parliament approves migration deal after years of deadlock
Since the refugee crisis of 2015-2016, the European Union has been struggling to find a common and effective approach to managing migration and asylum.
By Emily Rauhala, Beatriz Rios | 2024-04-10

People from Eritrea, Libya and Sudan sail in a wooden boat before being assisted by aid workers in the Mediterranean Sea, about 30 miles north of Libya, in June. (Joan Mateu Parra/AP)


BRUSSELS -- The European Parliament on Wednesday voted in favor of a major migration deal, bringing the landmark legislation close to approval as Europe's political center tries to fend off an ascendant far right ahead of key elections.
The package aims to overhaul the European Union's approach to migration and asylum and resolve a long-standing source of tension: some E.U. countries doing more than others. It asks front-line countries such as Greece, Spain and Italy to build detention centers, speedily process claims and quickly deport unsuccessful claimants. Other countries are obligated to resettle more people or provide financial compensation -- a provision known as a "solidarity mechanism."
Final approval of the deal could come within weeks.
Since more than 1 million people sought refuge in Europe in 2015 to 2016, the E.U. has been struggling to find a common and effective approach to managing migration and asylum, with wide divides between those countries that opened their doors and those that slammed them shut. In recent years, anti-migrant sentiment has soared across the continent, and the far right has seized on it, pushing the issue into the political mainstream and narrowing that gap.
As the United States debates border control heading into the November presidential election, the issue is also dominating discussion in Europe ahead of E.U. elections in June. With far-right candidates leading in polls, E.U. negotiators were under pressure to deliver a deal -- and they did.
The legislative package, known as the migration and asylum pact, took three years to negotiate and is being touted by Brussels as a major breakthrough. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen called it "historic" and a "huge achievement for Europe."
"After nearly a decade of blockade ... it is done. Europe will manage migration in an orderly way, and on our terms," Margaritis Schinas, a European Commission vice president overseeing migration policy, posted on X.

Members of the European Parliament participate in votes in Brussels on Wednesday. (Geert Vanden Wijngaert/AP)


But the deal has faced fierce criticism from rights groups, which see it as a major setback for human rights, and from experts, who suspect it will do little to lower the number of migrant arrivals.
Wednesday's vote was briefly interrupted by protesters who chanted, "This pact kills. Vote no!" The disturbance prompted the Parliament's president to call for calm.
Though the pact has been pored over for years now, it is not clear how some of its key provisions will work. It is not immediately obvious, for instance, how the screening of asylum seekers will be streamlined without violating people's rights, or how the new rules will help increase the proportion of people ordered to leave who are actually deported.
Human rights groups and refugee advocates are alarmed by the changes, including rules forcing children as young as 6 to provide biometric data.
"This agreement will set back European asylum law for decades to come. Its likely outcome is a surge in suffering on every step of a person's journey to seek asylum in the E.U.," Eve Geddie, director of Amnesty International's European institutions office, said in a statement when the deal was struck. "From the way they are treated by countries outside the E.U., their access to asylum and legal support at Europe's border, to their reception within the E.U., this agreement is designed to make it harder for people to access safety."
The deal comes as various E.U. countries, notably France and Germany, move to the right on immigration and migration.
In December, as the E.U. migration and asylum deal was struck, the French Parliament adopted a bill that imposes tough rules on immigrants, notably making it harder for them to obtain benefits or for their children to become French citizens. The legislation was an effort to head off Marine Le Pen and her far-right National Rally party.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has vowed to take a tougher line as support for the far-right, anti-immigration Alternative for Germany (AfD) party is on the rise.
The new E.U. rules still must be approved by member states, though experts predicted that could happen relatively quickly, since political agreement has already been reached. From there, countries will need to figure out how to actually implement the measures.
"Now, it is all about the implementation," Valerie Hayer, chair of the centrist Renew Europe political group, said in a statement. "Ultimately, the success of the reform hinges on how Member States put it into practice."
E.U. officials on Wednesday vowed support for member states, as well as increased cooperation with countries along migrant routes.
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies urged member states to tread carefully as they move forward.
"The Pact focuses on the normalization of detention and speedier processes at borders. Both are worrying. Detention damages people. Quick decisions can risk returning people who should be granted asylum," the organization said in a statement.
"In the Pact's implementation, E.U. countries must ensure the systemic use of detention is avoided at all costs, and that individuals are always treated as individuals," the federation said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/04/10/eu-migration-deal-parliament-vote/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba demands more Patriot air defenses
In an interview with The Post, Ukraine's top diplomat said he is being less diplomatic in requesting more of the systems because Western backers don't grasp the urgency. 
By Isabelle Khurshudyan | 2024-04-10
KYIV -- Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba wants the West's extra, idle Patriot air defense batteries. And he's not asking nicely anymore.
"Nice and quiet diplomacy didn't work," Kuleba, Kyiv's top diplomat, told The Washington Post in an interview this week.
Patriot, a U.S.-designed air defense system that costs more than $1 billion per battery, has been at the top of Ukraine's weapons wish list since Russia invaded more than two years ago. Kyiv received its first Patriot batteries last summer, but the three it has now are not sufficient to defend the entire country against Russia's increased aerial bombardment.
So in a wartime government that tasks each of its top officials with lobbying Western allies for more weapons, President Volodymyr Zelensky delegated a specific track for Kuleba -- to persuade countries with spare Patriots to transfer them.
Kuleba emphasized repeatedly that he and Ukraine are grateful for the security assistance that many countries have already provided, but he has also started to air frustrations publicly about the limits of their continued support.
Western aid has declined in recent months -- particularly from the United States, Ukraine's biggest backer, where Republicans in Congress for months have blocked a roughly $60 billion package proposed by President Biden.
The challenges facing Kuleba in his current campaign are emblematic of Ukraine's predicament in this war going forward: The country's survival still depends on its partners providing weapons, but few of those partners seem to grasp fully the urgency. Kuleba said he hopes his new style of tougher-talking diplomacy will break through.
"Yes, people may hate me, and I may ruin the relationship," Kuleba said. "The other part of me is saying diplomacy is all about private relations. But then I told that part to shut up, and the part of me that wanted to speak out started speaking up. We've tried everything, and nothing seems to work."

Patriot air defense systems in Poland. (Ina Fassbender/AFP/Getty Images)


Kuleba said his team has identified more than 100 available Patriots -- some neighboring countries have more than one battery guarding a port or airfield, he said. Zelensky has said Ukraine needs 26 to create a total air shield over Ukraine, but Kuleba is initially focused on obtaining seven as quickly as possible.
That would cover Ukraine's largest cities and leave at least one free to be closer to the battlefield, where Russian aviation has been punishing Ukraine's troops on the ground using guided bombs.
Kuleba said he "struggles to understand" the resistance from some countries to transferring at least one of their systems to Ukraine.
During a recent meeting in Brussels marking NATO's 75th anniversary, Kuleba harshly told those in attendance: "I'm sorry to spoil the birthday party, but who can believe that the mightiest military alliance in the world cannot find seven batteries of Patriots to provide them to the only country in the world that is fighting ballistic attacks every day?"
Kuleba joked that the "luckiest" ministers at the meeting were those who could say they do not have Patriot batteries in their country. "But those who do, they do feel uncomfortable," he said.
Kuleba said that he is confident Ukraine will eventually receive more Patriot systems but that delays cost Ukrainian lives.
In recent weeks, Russia has increased its attacks on critical Ukrainian infrastructure, causing power outages in some cities, including Kharkiv. Kyiv is focusing its requests for more air defenses on the Patriot because it is the only weapon that can intercept and destroy Russian hypersonic ballistic missiles, such as the Kinzhal.
Though Ukraine keeps at least one Patriot battery near Kyiv, the capital, it has moved at least one of the other two closer to the front to combat Russia's increased use of guided air bombs.
The Patriots themselves are a high-priority target for Russia, and at least one of the batteries in Ukraine has been damaged. It has since been repaired.

Dmytro Kuleba, Ukraine's foreign minister, during an interview in Kyiv on Monday. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)


Most of Ukraine's air defenses date back to the Soviet Union, such as the S-300 system, and the ammunition for it is produced mainly in Russia or countries friendly to Moscow. These Soviet-era systems will eventually become obsolete as Ukraine runs low on ammunition, making the country's security situation even more dire.
With the $60 billion U.S. package stalled, Kuleba said, Kyiv had identified four other countries in Europe and Asia that have Patriots that could be transferred immediately to Ukraine. Still, he has not stopped lobbying the Americans to send some of their own.
Repeating the caveat that he is appreciative of the arms already supplied by Washington, Kuleba said: "Do you sincerely believe that the whole U.S. Army does not have one spare battery of Patriots that is not on combat duty and that cannot be given to Ukraine? I don't."
The United States will be asked to play a role regardless. The ammunition -- albeit in relatively small quantities -- is produced there. And before any country will transfer a battery, it will ask Washington for permission. Most countries want Washington to commit to replacing any Patriot they might give to Ukraine.
Kuleba has even pitched countries on loaning Patriots to Ukraine, with a promise to return the batteries as soon as requested. And he admitted to feeling deeply frustrated.
"I feel myself hitting the wall with my own head, although I'm a diplomat, and that means I have to dismantle the wall brick by brick," Kuleba said. "But since this kind of diplomacy doesn't work, I feel like hitting the wall. I just don't understand why it's not happening."
Kuleba said his change in tactics was triggered two weeks ago, when people in Kyiv were startled by the sound of explosions less than a minute after hearing an air raid siren signaling a possible attack.
Typically, there has been more time to seek shelter. This time, Russia deployed ballistic missiles. They were swiftly intercepted -- almost certainly with missiles from a Patriot. Kuleba, however, had a different reaction: If this could happen in Kyiv, Ukraine's best-protected city, imagine the terror faced by everyone living outside of the capital.
"The problem is that people just got used to the war happening somewhere out there," Kuleba said. "The feeling that extraordinary decisions are needed on a regular basis to end this war with a victory for Ukraine is gone."
Siobhan O'Grady and David L. Stern contributed to this report.
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Israel works to free hostages, without knowing if they are alive or dead
The fates of about 100 hostages held in Gaza are still unclear, six months after the start of the war.
By Shira Rubin | 2024-04-11

Family members of hostages held by Hamas and their supporters gather at the site of the Nova music festival in southern Israel in February to demand the release of their loved ones. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


TEL AVIV -- As Israel and Hamas try to hammer out the thorny details of a U.S.-backed cease-fire proposal, Israeli officials are seeking the release of the remaining hostages held in Gaza. But they don't actually know how many of them are alive.
So far, Hamas has failed to provide Israeli negotiators with a list of the remaining hostages,  raising fears that the group has lost track of them amid the war -- or worse, that it might not want to reveal how many have been killed.
Israel says that 133 hostages are still in captivity, ranging from toddlers to the elderly, and that 36 of those hostages are confirmed dead.
But the fates of about 100 hostages -- including Israelis and foreign nationals, peace activists and soldiers, mothers and grandfathers -- are still unclear, six months after the start of the war. The uncertainty is not only complicating negotiations but also leaving the hostages' families in anguish.
The pain of each passing day "is almost exponential," said Jon Polin, the father of 23-year-old Hersh Goldberg-Polin, a dual Israeli-American citizen who was abducted from an outdoor music festival on Oct. 7.
In gruesome footage posted by his captors, Goldberg-Polin is shown packed into the back of a truck, his arm blown off by a grenade. Maybe he was treated, Polin and his wife, Rachel Goldberg, hoped. "We remain optimistic because we have no choice," he said.

Relatives of American hostages taken by Hamas speak with the press at the White House on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


On that day, Hamas and allied militants killed about 1,200 people in Israel and kidnapped 253 others, dragging them back to Gaza and kicking off a devastating war. Since then, 112 hostages have been either freed or released, including during a  four-day pause in November, but none of those who returned home said they saw Goldberg-Polin in captivity; bodies of an additional 12 have been brought back to Israel.
In Gaza, in their search for hostages, Israeli forces have raided hospitals, dug up gravesites and scoured tunnels used by Hamas to evade capture and hide from Israeli bombs. They say they found boxes of medicine meant for the captives, DNA evidence inside a tunnel, and security camera footage showing hostage Shiri Bibas and one of her two young sons after she arrived in Khan Younis on Oct. 7.
In February, Israeli commandos freed two hostages in Rafah in southern Gaza in a rescue operation that killed at least 67 Palestinians.  Last week, Israeli troops recovered the body of Elad Katzir, 47, a farmer the military said was buried by his captors south of Khan Younis.

An Israeli missile lies in the middle of the street in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip on Monday. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


But, for the families of the hostages, more is unknown than known. Refael Franco, former deputy head of Israel's National Cyber Directorate, who ran hostage tracking in the early days of the war, said that as Israel's intelligence dries up, it is having trouble estimating where the hostages are. Because of this, he said, Israel is worried about miscalculating how many are dead.
None of the hostages have been seen by the International Committee of the Red Cross, and Israeli authorities are starting to hedge, saying that dozens are dead and dozens are alive, but not much else.
Still, Israeli officials signaled this week that a release deal might be in the offing.
"We are ready to pay a price in order to return the hostages," Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Monday, calling their return the army's "highest commitment." Also Monday, Foreign Minister Israel Katz said that negotiations had reached a "critical point."
The optimism came as talks were underway in Cairo on Sunday and Monday, mediated by Egypt, Qatar and the United States. President Biden ramped up the pressure on both sides last week to secure a deal.
The goal more broadly is to reach an accord that will halt the fighting and free the hostages and some Palestinian prisoners, while increasing aid to Gaza, which is on the brink of famine. At least 33,482 people, mostly women and children, have been killed in Gaza since the conflict began, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians.
But while Israel wants the hostages released, it is also seeking to topple Hamas and sees an open-ended troop presence in Gaza as the way to keep the militants from regrouping. For its part, Hamas wants Israel to free hundreds of Palestinian prisoners, allow displaced residents to return to northern Gaza, including its own members, and then withdraw completely from the enclave.

Destruction is seen in the northern part of the Gaza Strip on April 1 following Israeli bombardment. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


On Tuesday, Hamas said it was studying the latest proposal but called the terms "nothing new." The group has not said publicly how many hostages are alive and did not respond to a request for comment.
Biden, speaking to reporters Wednesday, said the United States was "still negotiating" a deal.
For Sharone Lifschitz, whose 83-year-old father, Oded, remains in Gaza, the lack of information about the hostages is particularly jarring, given the sheer amount of footage emanating from the original attack. On Oct. 7, Hamas and other fighters live-streamed the atrocities and flooded their social media channels with footage of the carnage. In some cases, the gunmen hijacked the victims' social media accounts and sent images of the dead or abducted victims to their relatives.
"We're in this roller coaster of emotion that I never knew existed," Lifschitz said.
Her mother, Yocheved, was one of the first hostages released by Hamas in late October. Yocheved and Oded, both peace activists, were taken from kibbutz Nir Oz, less than two miles from the Gaza border.
Also abducted from Nir Oz were Shiri Bibas, 32, her husband, Yarden, 33, and their two young sons, Ariel, 4, and Kfir, then 9 months old. Shiri Bibas was filmed on Oct. 7, terrified and clutching her children as gunmen forced them into captivity. The militants also recorded Yarden's abduction and later released a video in which he was forced to say that his wife and sons were killed in an Israeli airstrike.
Israeli officials have not confirmed their deaths but have told the family that they are "very concerned" about their well-being.
"The heartbreak and anxiety is unbearable already," said Ifat Zeiller, a cousin of Shiri Bibas. After six months, she said, our "message to the world has changed from 'listen to us' to ... 'don't forget us.'"
Ofri Bibas Levy is Yarden Bibas's sister. At a rally in Jerusalem on Sunday, she lamented that Kfir, the youngest hostage, would not be with the family for the upcoming Passover holiday.
"What can I tell my children, all of our children, about what has changed since October 7?" she said. "There is no security, no trust -- 133 hostages are still in hell."
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Tell The Post about your health-care challenges  
The Washington Post is looking to talk with readers who have experienced challenges with the U.S. health-care system. Tell us through this form.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-04-11
The Washington Post wants to hear about your experiences with health care. As part of The Post's ongoing health coverage, we're seeking feedback from patients as well as health-care providers on obstacles  you've faced that deserve more public attention. We are looking for experiences related to specific health-care stories we are working on and ideas for future stories.
Please use the form below to share your experiences with us. While we will not be able to feature most submissions in news coverage, your contributions will help us identify broader issues to cover. In some instances, we will  interview you for articles and potentially spotlight your experiences. We will not publish anything you share with us here without first contacting you.
Thank you for contributing.
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
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Work Advice: What to expect when fighting workplace retaliation
Readers share stories of backlash they faced after alleging discrimination and harassment at work.
By Karla Miller | 2024-04-11

(iStock)


In my last column, I asked readers to share their own experiences with retaliation in the workplace after filing complaints.
Rachel from Colorado, who asked to be identified only by her first name, worked as a ski instructor during a gap year before college. Her 32-year-old supervisor quickly shifted from casual conversations and playful teasing to "intense attention."
"I was not interested in him and made that clear, but it was weird because he was directly in charge of my shifts, my clients, and suggesting me for pay raises," Rachel said in an email. She filed a report with HR, who said they would deal with the matter.
"All of a sudden I started getting fewer shifts, worse clients and lessons, and [was] excluded from meetings that I had been invited to before," Rachel said. Because it was a temporary job, Rachel didn't pursue the matter further. (Note: Even with short-term jobs, sometimes the fight for worker rights is worth it, as a teen lifeguard appearing in this column discovered.)
In online comments, Washington Post reader Autumn Leaves 523 described a situation in which an executive seemingly tried to enlist HR in his retaliation efforts. After the reader rebuffed his increasingly aggressive attempts at flirting, the executive went to HR himself, presumably to preempt a harassment complaint. Not long after that, the reader's manager started reprimanding Autumn Leaves 523 for humming, misdirecting a package, and other minor or made-up infractions.
"I endured bullying, stalking, micromanagement, fabricated write-ups, etc. for four-and-a-half months until I was [terminated] for 'insufficient performance,'" the reader said. (Note: Even though this reader hadn't officially lodged their own complaint with HR, the EEOC says in an FAQ that it's "unlawful" to retaliate against an employee for "resisting sexual advances.")
Autumn Leaves 523 hired a lawyer and eventually received a settlement, thanks in part to the raise and good review they had received just before the bogus performance complaints began. But perhaps even more crucial was the name of a woman with whom the executive had had an inappropriate relationship, provided by a workplace ally.
A reader from Canada, who asked to be referred to only as "E" to avoid violating a nondisclosure agreement, said she was in essence demoted and ostracized after returning from disability leave to the media outlet where she worked. When the employer denied her the assignments and duties she previously had, E filed a complaint.
But the mistreatment increased. Management looked the other way when others introduced mistakes into E's work, excluded her from staff meetings and communications, and abruptly canceled a work trip she had planned. When management said they wanted to conduct a performance review -- the first one in her many years at the company -- "that's when I knew they wanted to fire me," E said in an email. "Even though I was a star employee, [I was] out of favor with the bosses."
E documented her mistreatment, hired an employment lawyer who helped her obtain a settlement and took a job with a rival company.
You may have noticed a common element in these stories: The workers all left the workplaces where the retaliation occurred. That's not how it should work in an ideal world, but as many readers pointed out -- and as I should have mentioned in my previous column -- targets of retaliation usually end up finding other jobs, regardless of how their complaints turn out.
"Reporting [discrimination and retaliation], as this reader did, makes your legal claim stronger," commented attorney Tom Spiggle of Spiggle Law Firm on LinkedIn. "But that said, truth is, nine times out of ten, your days at your employer are numbered. Best to use it as leverage to get a good severance, then find a better employer."
Why would people who have done nothing wrong end up being the ones to leave? For one thing, filing a complaint disrupts the status quo -- especially if your company takes it seriously. Investigating discrimination complaints usually involves interviews with potential witnesses as well as the accused and accuser, which some readers noted could account for the "chill" that last week's advice-seeker noticed. Even if the colleagues didn't hold it against the writer, they could be struggling to remain neutral, with a dampening effect on camaraderie.
Another hard truth is that whistleblowers are treated less often as heroes and more as troublemakers. And, of course, the retaliation itself may work as intended, causing emotional distress that makes it impossible for the target to carry on there even if the harassment ends. As Washington Post online commenter FlordaTransplant put it: "This does not mean you failed to do the right thing. [But the reality] is no one is going to say, 'Oh, gee thanks.'"
So despite the original advice-seeker's hope that "all will be resolved through mediation," resolution doesn't mean things will return to a better version of the way they were before. Standing up for your rights changes everything, including you. And once you have undergone that change, you may find that a job you thought you loved is no longer a good fit. But there's always the hope that you will be leaving behind a place that has changed for the better.
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High interest rates, rising inflation: The economy still isn't normal
The improbable picture seems to guarantee that the Federal Reserve won't be ready to lower interest rates in the next few months. 
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-04-11

A FedEx employee sorts out parcels on a Manhattan sidewalk on Wednesday. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


The economy still isn't behaving the way anyone expected.
The job market is growing at a blockbuster pace, even though high interest rates usually slow hiring or cause layoffs. Consumers are spending on essentials and extravagances alike, suggesting people don't fear trouble ahead. The stock market is up, and worries of a recession have largely faded.
But inflation, after easing remarkably in 2023, has stayed unexpectedly hot since the start of the year. And that's confounding economists and Federal Reserve officials who are still struggling to understand the post-pandemic world.
Higher borrowing costs were widely expected to tackle inflation with full force, to bring the roaring economy crashing down -- or both. Instead, things seem to be settling in a confusing spot, with price increases still above normal, but other parts of the economy holding strong, too. The result is more uncertainty for experts, consumers and businesses alike about what might happen next in an economy that is still resisting the usual rules.
"We got through some of that 'transitory' part," said Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG, referring to more temporary sources of inflation that drove price increases in 2021 and 2022, such as supply chain problems and energy prices. "We haven't gotten to the fundamental part -- and the hard part."
When the year started, it appeared the Fed and White House had pulled off the unthinkable: no recession, easing inflation and a still-booming job market. That momentum led Fed leaders in December to pencil in three interest rate cuts this year, projections they repeated last month.
But then January and February price data came in unexpectedly high. For a while, policymakers hoped those were bumps in the road, not a more worrisome trend. But March data, released this week by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, cemented any lingering doubts.
Officials have long said they need a bit more assurance that inflation is trending down before they can cut rates. But after March's disappointing report, central bankers might be losing the confidence they already had. So long as other strengths like the job market hold up, the Fed won't have a compelling reason to cut rates and take pressure off the economy while inflation keeps festering.
As a result, financial markets and Fed watchers are no longer banking on June for an initial rate cut. The farther the timeline gets pushed back -- possibly to Fed meetings in July, September or November -- the closer the central bank bumps up against the presidential election, despite concerted attempts to avoid politics at all costs. On the flip side, the longer the Fed leaves rates high, the more it risks softening a generally strong economy just as President Biden and former president Donald Trump duel over who can best manage it.
"The Fed doesn't want to be influenced by the political calendar," said Eswar Prasad, an economist at Cornell University and a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. "The closer we get to November for that interest rate pivot, the more uncomfortable that is going to be."
Part of the reason officials would otherwise want to cut rates is because too much pressure on the economy can cause other problems, even if inflation ebbs. Rates that stay high for a long time can eventually wear on the job market, persuading employers to stop adding jobs or lay off the staff they already have.
That leaves the Fed to balance its precarious inflation fight against daunting risks. The central bank is charged with keeping inflation in check and maximizing employment at the same time, even though those goals can conflict.
"If we ease too much or too soon, we could see inflation come back," Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said at a news conference last month. "And if we ease too late, we could do unnecessary harm to employment and people's working lives."
When the Fed raced to hoist interest rates two years ago, the underlying picture was different. Broken supply chains sent prices up for all kinds of goods as people rushed to buy used cars, at-home office equipment and backyard furniture. A jolt of government stimulus also injected fresh demand into the economy, sending checks into peoples' pockets as they filled restaurants, concert venues and hotels that were hobbling back from the pandemic.
The Fed was late to respond. To catch up, officials doled out whopping interest rate hikes to get borrowing costs high enough to slow the economy. The overwhelming expectation was that those moves would cause a recession. Powell warned of pain ahead.
Not only did the Fed avoid a downturn, but inflation came down significantly, too: After peaking at an annual rate of 7.1 percent in mid-2022, the Fed's preferred inflation gauge clocked in at 2.5 percent in February. (Another inflation measure released this week peaked at 9.1 percent in June 2022 and now sits at 3.5 percent.)
Yet it isn't entirely clear how much of that progress came from interest rate hikes alone. Econ 101 teaches that high rates cool demand by making it more expensive to get a mortgage, buy a car or grow a business. But surprises came there, too. The housing market, for example, went through a brief downturn but rebounded quickly. Home prices are still inching up, and many buyers haven't shied from mortgage rates around 6 or 7 percent.
Much of the relief on inflation came from supply chains getting back into gear. Gas and energy costs also fell dramatically, a welcome pivot after they surged following Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
The stickiest inflation category -- which includes services like housing, hospitality, leisure and health care -- still hasn't had a major breakthrough.
"We're probably in a much better place than many of us thought we'd be, in terms of a year ago," said Jason Furman, a former Obama administration economist now at Harvard University. "We're in a much worse place than we were hoping three months ago."
At his news conference last month, Powell outlined what it would take to get inflation to hit the Fed's 2 percent target -- and put the economy on a path to rate cuts. Goods prices would need to keep simmering down. Housing costs would need to fall in line. Services inflation would need to cool, too.
But he also acknowledged what's still unknown.
"Some combination of those three things" will be necessary, Powell said, "and it may be different from the combination we had before the pandemic."
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Inflation keeps coming in hot, likely delaying interest rate cuts
Federal Reserve officials are trying to figure out whether their fight to control prices is slowing.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-04-10

Pedestrians walk past the New York Stock Exchange building on March 25, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)


Inflation ticked up again in March compared with the year before -- in yet another sign that the economy doesn't need high interest rates to come down any time soon.
Fresh data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics on Wednesday showed prices rose 3.5 percent from March 2023 to March 2024. That's up slightly from the 3.2 percent annual figure notched in February. Prices also rose 0.4 percent between February and March.
The result: The Federal Reserve is very unlikely to cut interest rates in the next few months. Officials have been looking for a bit more assurance that inflation is steadily falling before deciding it's time to trim borrowing costs. But since the start of the year, the data has brought unwanted surprises, with economists and the markets now expecting no cuts until later in 2024.
The Fed "is nowhere near where they're going to need to be," said Douglas Holtz-Eakin, president of the American Action Forum and former director of the Congressional Budget Office. "March would not give anyone any confidence."
All of the major stock indexes closed in the red, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average falling more than 1 percent.
A delayed timeline for rate cuts could also collide with November's presidential election. The Fed works hard to distance itself from politics, but central bankers are bound by their calendar. Wednesday's report dashed expectations for an initial cut in June. And that leaves future moves to the Fed's meetings in July, September and the first week of November -- the height of election season, when Republicans and Democrats are racing to leverage the economy in their appeals to voters.
Speaking to reporters, President Biden touted his administration's moves to lower costs for Americans, and he stood by earlier predictions that there would be a rate cut by the end of the year.
But "this may delay it a month or so," Biden said. "I'm not sure of that. We don't know what the Fed is going to do for certain."
The main drivers of inflation -- housing and energy costs -- told a familiar story in March, and together made up more than half of the month-to-month increase for all of the items that go into the consumer price index. Rent costs rose 0.4 percent in March, a slight improvement from February. But they are still up 5.7 percent compared with a year ago. The energy index rose 1.1 percent in March, down from the 2.3 percent notched in February, but still up 2.1 percent over last year. Costs for car insurance also contributed to the hot report.
The Fed entered the year bolstered by six months of encouraging data -- and notable progress since inflation soared to 40-year highs in the middle of 2022. For much of last year, healing supply chains helped ease prices for all kinds of goods, from couches to electronics and more. Gas prices also cooled off dramatically, after Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine roiled global energy markets. Put together, the progress on goods and energy costs helped bring inflation way down from a peak of 9.1 percent. And going into this year, the hope was the trend would continue.
But prices went in the other direction in January, February and now March, coming in hotter than expected and disrupting the Fed's remarkable streak of welcome news. Economists say that's partly because there isn't much relief coming from goods or energy prices anymore. And in the meantime, a thornier inflation category -- stemming from services like hospitality, leisure and health care -- hasn't had a major breakthrough.
Policymakers will splice the report for narrower readings that help them gain a sharper sense of how inflation is pulsing through the economy. For example, a key measure that strips out more volatile categories like food and energy rose 0.4 percent in March, as it did for the two previous months. That won't offer much comfort to officials in light of the services trend.
Similarly, officials like to compare data month to month -- instead of year to year -- since the economy can change so quickly. There, too, the Fed saw muted progress, with prices rising at the same rate in March as they did in February.
The central bank has pushed interest rates to their highest level in 23 years to combat inflation, and officials said before this latest report that they expect to cut rates three times this year.
So far, the inflation numbers haven't signaled any urgency to bring rates back down, though.
Still, Lindsay Owens, executive director of the Groundwork Collaborative, a left-leaning think tank, said there's a disconnect between the parts of the economy that are driving inflation and the parts the Fed is trying to tame through high rates. For example, car insurance claims don't go down if the Fed keeps rates high, Owens said. Energy costs are often tied to events around the world.
"None of these things are remotely in the realm of things that are impacted through demand destruction," Owens said. "I think if anything, this was not good news for those of us who want to see rate cuts sooner, but I think that's unfortunate and misguided."
At a news conference last month, at the end of the Fed's March policy meeting, Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said the task of getting inflation down to normal levels was always going to involve "some bumps." Meeting minutes released Wednesday also showed that some officials noted that the rise in inflation from the beginning of the year "had been relatively broad based, and therefore should not be discounted as merely statistical aberrations."
But financial markets are also wary that the uncertainty could interfere with cuts this year. Stocks dropped last week after Minneapolis Fed President Neel Kashkari said that while he has cuts in his forecast, that could change if progress stalls.
"That would make me question whether we needed to do those rate cuts at all," he said.
Over the past few years, inflation has been driven by different factors. More recently, housing costs have kept the rate high. Plenty of economists argue that the official statistics in the consumer price index are delayed and aren't accounting for real-time measures that show rents falling in many places. But policymakers are still unsure why the shift hasn't shown up yet. And the longer the shift takes, the harder it will be to wrestle overall inflation down.
"I bought that argument for the first year," Holtz-Eakin said. "But at some point, it actually has to change."
All of these factors pushed the Fed to raise borrowing costs after inflation spiked. That's meant to slow the economy by making it more expensive to get a mortgage, take out a car loan or grow a business. And while practically every economist expected that all-out effort to tip the economy into a recession, the opposite has happened, with job growth and consumer spending holding strong.
But it hasn't returned all the way to normal, and Fed officials are quick to caution that victory isn't guaranteed. The Fed's target is to get inflation to 2 percent, using its preferred inflation measure. That metric is different from the one released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics on Wednesday, and it clocked in at 2.5 percent in February compared with the year before.
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A $10 American cabernet sauvignon marries quality with affordability
This value wine from a venerable producer is worth stocking up on.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-04-11

FROM LEFT: Fetzer Valley Oaks Cabernet Sauvignon; Paxton NOW Shiraz 2022; Pala Centosere Cannonau di Sardegna 2021. (Rey Lopez/for The Washington Post)


From a venerable California label that helped pioneer organic viticulture in this country, we have a budget-friendly cabernet sauvignon leading this week's recommendations. We follow with two more reds -- a jammy shiraz from Australia's McLaren Vale and a spicy Sardinian take on grenache.
American, $10
The Fetzer family were pioneers in organic viticulture in California and known for producing quality affordable wines. The label is now part of Bonterra Organic Estates and owned by Vina Concha y Toro, the Chilean wine giant. This nonvintage cabernet sauvignon is solid stuff, showing the black currant flavors of cabernet with a nice texture and clean finish. The American designation shows that the grapes were grown in multiple states. The label touts the company's focus on the environment. Certified B Corporation; certified zero waste. Alcohol by volume: 12.5 percent. Bottle weight: 405 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by RNDC.
McLaren Vale, Australia, $22
With no added sulfites, this wine carries the rare USDA Organic certification. It's lush and spicy, with notes of sweet blackberry and mint in a throwback jammy style. It's delicious on its own, but food will help cut its heft. Certified organic. ABV: 14 percent. BW: 425 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed by Winebow.
Sardinia, Italy, $22
Cannonau is the Sardinian name for the grape called garnacha in Spain and grenache in France. As in those countries, it produces bold reds with ample fruit and alcohol. This version from Pala winery hits the high-toned cherry fruit notes, while wild herbs resonate on the finish.
ABV: 14 percent. BW: 500 grams (Average).
Imported by Banville Wine Merchants. Distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchants and Artisans & Vines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Beaujolais, known for casual wine, wants to be taken seriously
Banned from Burgundy in the 1300s by Philip the Bold, the wine has historically been associated with casual sipping.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-04-11

Moulin-a-Vent, named for the distinctive windmill overlooking the vines, is one of the Beaujolais Cru appellations petitioning for Premier Cru status for some of its vineyards. (Dave McIntyre/Dave McIntyre )


Beaujolais wants to show you its serious side. For decades, this region between Burgundy and Lyon was known for juicy, grapey Beaujolais Nouveau, rushed to market after the harvest for a global party. It was tasty, it was fun and it lasted a few weeks.
Beaujolais Nouveau became synonymous with the name of Georges Duboeuf, the self-styled King of Beaujolais, who passed away in early 2020 at age 86. But wine lovers, sommeliers and writers have long sought out wines from Beaujolais' 10 cru appellations -- Saint-Amour, Julienas, Chenas, Fleurie, Moulin-a-Vent, Chiroubles, Morgon, Regnie, Cote de Brouilly and Brouilly -- for their quality and affordability, typically in the $25-$40 range.
That's a broad-brush description. Now, the region's winemakers are trying to add detail.
On April 17, the vignerons of Moulin-a-Vent will ask the French regulatory authorities to grant premier cru status to 14 of their best lieux-dits, or vineyard sites. The timing is no coincidence, for on that date in 1924 Moulin-a-Vent became the first Beaujolais area to be named an Appellation d'Origine. In 1936, it won the more official, national Appellation d'Origine Controllee, or AOC. Now, Moulin-a-Vent joins Fleury and Brouilly, which filed for premier cru status last year. The petitions will take years before any decisions come -- this is bureaucracy, after all, and French bureaucracy at that. Meanwhile, the vignerons will try to convince us that their wines deserve a promotion.
Some background: Beaujolais is made with the gamay grape, which was banned from Burgundy by Philip the Bold, then Duke of Burgundy, in 1395, in favor of his preferred pinot noir. This may have initiated Beaujolais' status as second-tier to its famous northern neighbor. The region's soil is typically described as granite, compared to Burgundy's prestigious limestone. Recent advances in soil science have added detail to the area's soil map: Moulin-a-Vent also has volcanic, sedimentary, marl and limestone soils, though the proposed premier cru sites are on granite. Initiated in 2009 throughout Beaujolais, these soil studies have fueled the drive for premier cru status by mapping the connection between soil and wine.
There's also a connection to weather. "In cooler years, the wines can resemble the pinot noirs of Burgundy," says Brice Laffond, winemaker at Chateau du Moulin-a-Vent. "In riper years, they taste more like the syrahs of the northern Rhone." With climate change, that Rhone link may become stronger.
Moulin-a-Vent's quality was on display when I visited the region recently. The current releases from 2020 were consistently good, earthy wines with strong extraction and body suggesting an ability to age for several years. Chateau des Jacques, a venerable estate owned by the Burgundy giant Maison Louis Jadot, impressed with its classic velvety profile. Chateau du Moulin-a-Vent, near the iconic windmill that gives the cru its name, takes a softer approach, expressing comfort and quiet confidence rather than power. The wines of Domaine de Colette channeled Montmorency cherries, while Domaine des Vieilles Caves baked those cherries into a clafoutis. Yet all showed a similarity that said Beaujolais cru, and specifically Moulin-a-Vent.

Arial view of the Beaujolais wine area of Moulin-a-Vent. (Etienne Ramousse/Beaujolais Wines)


Tradition is grand, but so is innovation. At Domaine de la Sionniere, Estelle and Thomas Patenotre complement their joyful wines with a compelling, brooding, earthy cuvee aged 18 months in an amphora. And Denis Falaize, who left a career in chemical engineering to make wine closer to his family in Lyon, makes a lighter version of Beaujolais under his label, Zest Of.
Not everyone agrees with the push toward higher status for Moulin-a-Vent. "It's too early," said Charlotte Perrachon, who seems to be coaxing the Earth to reveal its soul with her wines at Chateau Bonnet. Premier cru status for Moulin-a-Vent and other appellations could make it harder and more expensive for younger winemakers to buy land and establish their own domaines, she said.
Others believe premier cru status will create opportunities for the region as a whole. "It will show the diversity of our appellation and that we're not just a small area that produces one wine," says Nicolas Loron of Domaine des Fontaines.
A crucial attribute for convincing the bureaucrats in Paris that these 14 vineyards are worthy of premier cru status is the ability of the wines to age. Beaujolais crus have never been ephemeral and temporary like nouveau, yet they haven't captured our imaginations as age-worthy either. During my visit, I tasted several older vintages, most notably a fresh, vibrant 1978 Chateau des Jacques Clos des Rochegres and a 1967 from Chateau du Moulin-a-Vent that sent aromas of truffles and wild mushrooms soaring from the glass.
We may not have many opportunities to enjoy such older wines, but there are plenty of 2020s and other recent vintages to explore. And they are delicious -- we don't need a government agency in Paris to tell us that.
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Parenting chat: Should I be worried that my 4-year-old is a perfectionist?
Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
By Meghan Leahy | 2024-04-11

(The Washington Post)


Meghan Leahy, a parenting coach, author, mother of three, who writes the parenting advice column for The Post takes your questions about the all encompassing job we call parenting.
Join Meghan every other Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, for a live chat to answer questions from parents trying to raise kids of any age. Send us your question or dilemma and try to provide as much context as possible. They will answer as many submissions as they can during the hour-long chat. Some questions may turn into Meghan's column for The Post.
Stuck on what to ask? Here are a few good examples:
Submit your questions below. The box includes a space for your name, but providing it is optional. Questions may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Ask Sahaj: I want to move out. My parents might guilt me into staying.
Her parents expect her to live at home until she's married. She wants to move out and explore the country after she graduates. 

By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-04-11

(Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My parents are Mexican immigrants. I'm in college right now staying with them, and I'm almost done with my degree. My concern is that after college I know I eventually want to move out, but I don't want them to guilt trip me into staying with them.
In their mind, I should stay with them until l'm ready to settle down with someone I'm marrying. I want to be able to move out and explore different cities around the country, meet new people, and have different experiences outside of my town.
How do I break the ice and tell my parents not to guilt-trip me into staying with them?
-- Stuck Daughter
Stuck Daughter: Your parents can "guilt trip" you into staying only if you let them. You can't control whether they try to use guilt to stop you from moving. You can, however, control how you respond and how it impacts you and your decision.
A lack of separation in your relationship with your parents may be diminishing your sense of self and making this guilt unmanageable. Separating yourself doesn't mean ignoring what they think; it means making space for your desires and needs in the relationship, too.
Your parents' guilt trip isn't even about you. Often people weaponize guilt because they can't manage their own distress. It can indicate a lack of emotion regulation and conflict-resolution skills. Though guilt can be manipulative, the intention behind it isn't always malicious. Your parents may genuinely believe they know what is best, and, like many immigrant parents, they are protective of their children, and especially daughters, because of their own anxieties. They want to keep you close and help set you up for success and security in the ways they know how -- marriage to a suitable partner. Next time they try to guilt-trip you, ask them directly about it by saying something like, "What is it that you're really worried about?" This may open a larger conversation around their fears, their loneliness if you leave, or another issue you can address.
Sometimes we feel guilt because we cross social or cultural norms in our families, but we have yet to interrogate whether they're norms to which we also subscribe. In short, you have to figure out whether the guilt you feel is justified. Is it coming from acting immorally and doing something harmful, or is it simply rooted in disappointing your parents and diverging from their expectations? The former means you should change your behavior. However, the latter indicates that, on some level, you believe disappointing your parents counts as a moral failure. It doesn't.
I'd encourage you to consider what it is you want more specifically. In the United States, wanting to experience the world is enough of a reason to pursue it (and normal after college!), but your parents are operating under a different cultural framework of what is "normal." If you want to try to get them on board with your choices, you may need to be more specific about what you want, and how you'll get there. This will help you get clarity on what is important to you, have a thought-out plan to share with them, and mitigate their fears. When talking to them, focus less on the guilt trip and more on your own needs. This may sound like "I would like to have a conversation about what I am thinking for next year. Your opinion matters, but I would appreciate it if you could hear me out first. Is that okay?"
Invite your parents to consider their feelings by reflecting and reframing their guilt-riddled statements. For example, when they say some variation of "Why would you leave us?" it can be easy to feel as though they are focused only on what they want, not what you want. Instead of channeling the frustration, consider responding with something along these lines: "I know you'll miss me/I know you're scared. I'll miss you, too, but this is something I want to explore." You may even offer a compromise during these discussions, like, "I am not going that far and will see you once a month."
You can love your parents and want something different from what they want. Ultimately, if your parents are not on board and continue to guilt-trip you, you have to decide whether you are willing to move out after college without their financial or emotional support and how you can make that work.
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Should you paint your countertops?
TikTok and Instagram make the DIY project look like an easy way to upgrade outdated granite or laminate. But the results can vary widely.
By Helen Carefoot | 2024-04-11
If you've gone down a DIY rabbit hole lately on TikTok or Instagram, there's a decent chance you've come across homeowners painting their kitchen or bathroom counters as a low-budget way of making them over. But while the project is increasingly popular, is it a good idea?
Experts say there's a lot to consider before busting out your paint roller to give outdated granite or dinged-up laminate a glow-up. Though the solution is thousands of dollars cheaper than replacing a countertop, there's ample room for error, and the durability of the results is highly variable.
"We get asked quite often about [painting countertops] and typically we don't like to just because of the longevity of it," says Mike Kremsreiter, lead painting consultant at on-demand house painting platform Improovy. Kitchen counters, in particular, sustain significant wear and tear. While there are high-quality countertop painting kits on the market, with paint and sealer that should look good for a time, Kremsreiter says even meticulous jobs will be vulnerable to damage. "You may get two or three years out of it, but then it fails to the point where you have to replace the countertops." Also notable: This isn't a renter-friendly upgrade, because it's extremely tough to reverse.
Lizabeth Cole, an avid DIYer who lives in Burnt Hills, N.Y., has painted two sets of kitchen countertops with mixed results. Her first try, in a former home, involved following an online tutorial to freshen up outdated laminate. While she didn't use a kit specifically designed for the purpose, she made sure to buy paint and sealant advertised as safe, durable and wipeable for an eating surface. Cole says the final result held up for about three months before she noticed issues. "If you moved a pan across, it would scratch," she says, which didn't work in a home with three children. "From afar, it brightened the area up, but when you looked closely, you could see all the imperfections."
She was more careful for her next go-round, painting the gray laminate in her current home. This time, she started with a coat of primer and sealed the job with four coats of shellac. The extra work was worth it, Cole says, creating a harder surface that lasted for about eight months before flaws, including minor bubbling, showed up. Even so, she says she'd do it again as a temporary stopover to a full renovation: "I think it's a fine solution for a six-to-12-month aesthetic update."
If you want to give it a try, Kremsreiter recommends countertop-painting kits, which come in a variety of options designed to mimic higher-end finishes such as marble or quartz. These remove some of the guesswork, since they include coatings that are made for this specific project, plus step-by-step instructions. Follow those directions closely, taking care not to cut any corners, for the best results. Here's what else to keep in mind.

Finish options for countertop-painting kits by the company Giani. (Giani Inc.)



The result. (Giani Inc.)


For your safety, you must use only products approved for countertops. Paints made for use outside or in places where they won't come into contact with food and water may contain chemicals or other compounds that can be harmful if ingested, says Kremsreiter. You can find countertop painting kits from companies such as Rust-Oleum, Daich Coatings and Giani that come with the appropriate cleaners or primers, paints and topcoats.
Samantha Stoddard, who documents projects in her Virginia Beach home on the DIY Instagram @salvagedbysammie, has painted countertops twice using a kit by Rust-Oleum (the brand partnered with her on the second project). Beyond the kit, Stoddard says she separately picked up a spray bottle and bucket to dilute and apply the cleaning agent, four-inch paint rollers, a paint brush and caulk. She says it's worth investing in high-quality rollers and brushes to get the smoothest finish. She looks for brushes with thin, well-distributed bristles, which she says are better able to hide brushstrokes; smaller rollers may provide better control, too.
According to David Shetsiruli, owner of Capitol Stone Care, paint will adhere to artificial materials such as laminate, concrete and the varnish that coats butcher block much better than it will to natural surfaces such as marble or granite. "Natural stones are porous, so when you apply a sealer, the stone sucks it in," he explains. If you're trying to paint one of these surfaces, you'll probably have to do more prep to get the new coating to stick (more on this below).
It's not actually that easy to prep and paint a surface well, so people may overestimate their skills and wind up disappointed, says Kremsreiter. "There are times when these trends pop up and actually go against the DIYer because they oversimplify [the task] and the prep that's necessary for it to last a long time," he says.
Kremsreiter says you'll need to clean the surface thoroughly for the paint to adhere properly. This involves dusting, then using a degreaser or cleanser to get rid of any remaining residue. While many kits say you don't have to sand a countertop before painting, he says doing so will help the paint stick. Be sure to use sandpaper between 180 and 220 grit, as anything lower will leave scratches that may be visible through the paint and anything higher will buff the surface rather than etch it. Kremsreiter prefers using a mechanical sander for precision.
The painting part may also be tougher than you expect. It takes practice and skill to apply protective tape in straight lines and to nimbly move brushes and rollers around for an even application. To get more comfortable with your tools, Kremsreiter recommends practicing with your roller or brush on a piece of cardboard.

A countertop before getting painted with a Rust-Oleum kit. (Rust-Oleum)



And after. (Rust-Oleum)


Once the prep work is finished, allow ample time for the paints and sealers to adhere to the surface, dry and cure. Depending on which kit you use, you may need to apply several coats of paint. When working with multiple coats, leave enough time for each to dry before adding the next. Don't forget to let the final layer of sealer or epoxy cure, too. "Some of the kits are very specific and require a 'sweat-in time' in order for the product to mix together, and it won't perform the way it's supposed to if you don't follow directions," Kremsreiter says.
Not sure which kit to pick? He recommends heading to your local paint store for recommendations; they'll have a good grasp on which products are available, and may have heard direct reviews from customers. Depending on the size of your space and the required drying periods, painting your countertops can easily turn into a days-long project. So, plan ahead, and before you begin, count on your bathroom or kitchen being unusable for a while.
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Miss Manners: Regifting an obvious regift
Letter writer wants to regift something that was obviously regifted to them.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-04-11
Dear Miss Manners: A friend gave me a gift that had obviously been recycled, possibly more than once. When I opened it, a card fell out -- dated 1995. The item itself was in good shape, unused, but the box was showing a little wear. Internet research revealed that this item has not been manufactured in at least 10 years.
Naturally, I thanked her profusely for the gift. It was expensive, but not something I can use. I thought of donating it, but my friend sometimes shops at thrift stores and might see it on the shelf there (and she may have purchased it there to begin with). I am thinking of giving it to another friend who can use it and who does not know the friend who gave it to me.
Should I mention the gift's history as an amusing anecdote, or say that I had received a nice gift I can't use? Or should I just not say anything about its provenance?
As she is always in favor of a good story, Miss Manners suggests including that when you regift the item. This, of course, has the added benefit of allowing you to include the card and the box, as well as minimizing the risk of getting caught, even if the card is passionately addressed to someone neither of you has ever met.
Dear Miss Manners: Is it proper to play cards at a restaurant after finishing your meal? My husband and I had lunch at a local establishment, and seated at the table next to us were four women playing cards and drinking iced tea refills. They were there when we arrived and still there when we left.
With some exceptions, commercial establishments generally discourage such behavior in the interest of staying in business. Are you thinking of starting a tournament or a restaurant?
Dear Miss Manners: I work in an informal environment (academia) where I receive a set salary. It is the kind of job where the amount of work fluctuates and sometimes requires me to work more than eight hours in a day. Because of the nature of my workplace, there is no set 9-5 rule; nevertheless, some colleagues appear to think it's necessary to follow that schedule.
I have never understood this. If I have a meeting at 9 a.m., of course I will do my best to arrive at work before that. If I am running even five minutes late, I will notify the other meeting attendees and apologize. For all other workdays, I feel I should be able to arrive later and leave earlier, as long as my work is not suffering. But I still feel guilty when I do so.
For what it's worth, my boss primarily judges employees based on performance and not the number of hours put in on any given day. Am I committing a workplace faux pas by straying from convention?
It is presumably the boss's opinion that matters, not that of your co-workers, colleagues -- or whatever new term the university may have invented to obscure that professional manners, not social ones, apply. If you worry that there might be misunderstandings later, you could ask for a written attendance policy -- and hope that this will not jar your boss into changing it now.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Ask Amy: Do I have to accept my racist friends as they are?
Letter writer's suspicions about two of their close friends being racist is finally confirmed.
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-04-11
Dear Amy: I have two friends I've been extremely close to over the past 10-15 years. These two friends don't know each other, but they each have been an important part of my life -- but they are not my only close friends.
Based on comments made over the years, I've suspected that these two people were racists, but only recently have they overtly -- almost proudly -- declared it, and now I can no longer step over something I've tried to ignore. While I completely disagree with them, I don't believe I could change their minds; they seem to feel completely justified in their views. I believe racism is abhorrent and cannot conceive of any justification for it. I am struggling with how I could possibly stay friends with them and not feel like a hypocrite.
I'm feeling sad at the thought of ending these friendships, yet I already feel myself pulling back. Does a true friend consider racism a character flaw and accept them as they are, or have I outgrown these relationships?
-- Anti-racist
Anti-racist: Yes, loved ones can sometimes learn to accept and forgive character flaws. But what you're talking about doesn't fall under the "character flaw" category. Racism is a choice, and a racist person has many opportunities to learn, reflect, and change their mind.
You describe yourself as "anti-racist." An anti-racist has an ethical duty to try to engage with racist people and institutions in order to inspire this kind of change.
The Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture has published a guide about how to incorporate anti-racist ideals into your own life. They suggest:
"Seek clarity: 'Tell me more about ____.'"
"Offer an alternative perspective: 'Have you ever considered ____.'"
"Speak your truth: 'I don't see it the way you do. I see it as _____.'"
"Find common ground: 'We don't agree on _____ but we can agree on _____.'"
"Give yourself the time and space you need: 'Could we revisit this conversation about ____ tomorrow.'"
"Set boundaries: 'Please do not say _____ again to me or around me.'"
In order to live your ideals, it would involve you continuing to communicate with these racist friends. I might put this effort into the category of "life's too short," but the final decision will be up to you.
Dear Amy: My daughter is in second grade. She is an only child and is mainly a pleasure to be around. However, her dad and I have noticed a tendency to push right up against a rule or boundary. Sometimes, especially when she feels comfortable, she steps over the line. She will act loud, brassy, demanding and -- just sort of obnoxious.
She has been begging us to let her go on a sleepover at her friend's house. The friend is a really nice girl and her parents seem great, although we don't know them intimately. The girls have had successful playdates. I'm not confident that my daughter will be on her best behavior while staying overnight, and her father and I wonder about the best approach.
-- Wondering Parents
Parents: Your daughter might not be ready to spend the night at another child's house, but she might be ready to host another child for a sleepover. Hosting might offer her an important perspective on her own behavior. The risk of sending her to another child's house before she can behave in a pro-social way is that if things go south, she will not be asked back.
I do suggest that you talk to other hosting parents and ask them to give you a call if your daughter becomes aggressive, demanding, or overly obnoxious while at their home, and to let your daughter know that you will bring her home if her behavior becomes a problem. You should coach her on ways to modulate her behavior and actually practice ways for her to be a good guest, and a great friend.
Dear Amy: "Puzzled Parents" demanded that their daughter get only As and Bs in college. When I was in college as an older adult (40), I had mostly A's and B's. I got a C in my third-year calculus class. A lot of us got C's.
I still remember the words of my professor: "A 'C' may seem bad to you, but remember, your grade is higher and you've learned more than those who don't take this class, or even go to college." These parents need to rethink their demands.
-- Been There
Been There: I'm giving you a solid A.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Carolyn Hax: She makes liberal use of silent treatment in her friend group
She's the wife of a beloved friend -- and has the not-so-lovely habit of punishing people by going silent on them, sometimes for months.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-04-11

(Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


Adapted from online discussions.
Dear Carolyn: How to deal with a long-term friend who punishes people -- including her 90-year-old mother, her daughter, her husband and me -- with the silent treatment, lasting weeks or months? She and her husband are part of a decades-old group of friends, and her husband is one of my husband's favorite pals.
I'm over her behavior; she refuses to discuss the issues, prompting the crickets. But it would mess up the group dynamics if I cut her off, and my husband would be sad. Plus, we are co-hosting an event coming up in a few weeks -- one that was planned before her latest pique -- and it wouldn't be right to just make all the decisions solo. HELP.
-- Silence Ain't Golden!
Silence Ain't Golden!: Just ignore her tantrums. Seriously. Invite the couple as always; be civil, of course; and take part fully in the group's standard small talk and chatter and conversation.
And when she has one of her silent protests of whatever, just proceed as always; change nothing -- don't alter your behavior one bit. If she's there, she's there. If she's not, she's not. If she ignores direct conversation, then, okay, let your eyebrows hit your hairline, once, then resume whatever it was you were doing. If she withholds her input on a group decision, then set a speak-up-by date after which you decide without her. Do not defend yourself, ask her what's wrong, share your opinion of her emotional dysregulation. Do not feed the beast.
If she does this because it's the only way she can handle difficult feelings, then you're giving her space and grace. If she does it to manipulate people into doing things her way (for fear of setting her off), then quietly rendering her tactics completely ineffective is the healthiest response she can get.
Hi, Carolyn: I have a sister who, for the most part, has been very supportive. However, my daughter recently got married, and she didn't include my sister's teenage children or any other children from other members of our family in the wedding party. My sister is hurt because her children, according to her, were excluded, and she considers this disrespectful!
She has stopped talking to us. How do we tell my sister that my daughter's wedding is not about my sister's children?
-- Sibling
Sibling: So you're going to hunt her down and scold her?
She's wrong, 100 percent, 670 percent in a land beyond math and physics, but still.
Either you leave her in peace to recover from this imagined slight on her own time, or you get word to her -- directly from you or from your daughter -- that neither of you meant to hurt anyone, that you miss her, and that your big-person door is open when she's ready to come back through. Maybe leave out the specifics on the type of door.
Dear Carolyn: I recently went on a short trip with an activity group I joined. One woman immediately put me off, but I can't put my finger on why. She seems nice enough -- but goes overboard with compliments and asks really loaded questions that seem innocent but are a minefield to answer.
I spent the past few days trying to figure out why I find her so off-putting. Am I just being weird, or is there something more I'm not seeing?
-- Put Off
Put Off: No idea. But you're picking up that something is off, so trust it. It's fine to keep yourself politely at arm's length. "Wow, that's a question," which you then don't answer. Time will tell you what you need to know about her.
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We're setting up friends on a double date. I'm nervous! Hax readers give advice.
A couple is going out with two friends in hopes of setting them up, and the letter writer is nervous about making it awkward.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-04-10

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: Soon my husband and I will be getting dinner or drinks with two friends who we are setting up to meet. They both know it's a setup and requested that we meet up as a foursome as their first meeting rather than setting them up on a blind date.
We're all in our 30s. I know they may not hit it off, but also they could! They're both great people and have indicated being open to setups, which is why we're introducing them.
For some reason I am nervous about my behavior during this setup! I'm worried that it'll come across like my husband and I are chaperoning, or that I'll be nervously talking too much, or too little because I want them to get to know each other. I'm excited about introducing them, but afraid I'm going to be so awkward! Do you have any advice for when we all meet up?
-- Maybe Cupid
Maybe Cupid: Lots of bars host trivia nights, and it's a great way to take the pressure off any one person in the group. It's an activity that requires working together, and it's a good way for the two people to learn about each other's interests, intellects and level of competitiveness.
I was recently set up. We went out for trivia with the setter-uppers, and it was immediately clear that the guy was SO not my cup of tea, but I knew my friends would've been hurt if I'd made an excuse and left. Instead of slogging through a dinner or drinks with no objective other than the introduction, I was able to focus on the trivia game and felt less miserable staying. Over the course of the game I was able to REALLY confirm that the guy wasn't right for me.
I hope it goes better for your friends, but please don't take it personally if they don't hit it off!
-- Megan
Maybe Cupid: As one of the last of my friends to get married, I found the most successful setups were when friends didn't tell us it was a setup. They simply created a small social situation to which we were both invited and let chemistry take its course ... or not. Even though your friends know it's a setup, you can still borrow elements of this method. First, throw out any of your -- and your husband's -- expectations. It's just a night out with friends, nothing more. The only goal should be that everyone enjoys the food, beverages and conversation. Anything else is icing.
Don't act like a host or an emcee. Refrain from pointing out the things you think your friends have in common or the reasons you thought they'd like each other. Let them discover these things for themselves ... or not. Don't ask your friends pointed questions in a ham-fisted attempt to signpost things you think they should know about each other. Let them ask each other questions and find out interesting things about each other ... or not.
All you're doing is putting them in the same beaker. Chemistry will take its course from there ... or not.
-- Throw Away Expectations
Maybe Cupid: This is how my husband and I met (sort of). After I expressed my frustration at the local dating scene, a good friend reminded me of a friend of his I'd met once before briefly, and said friend made sure we were both at the same Fourth of July party. We got married six years later, to the day. The mutual friend was our officiant.
Since you're already worried you'll feel awkward, why not make it more of a group thing, like a BBQ for a bunch of people you think would all get along? Or an event, like meeting at a farmers market or outdoor festival? A formal dinner might feel too, well, formal, so do something different.
And try to change your mind-set. Haven't you ever introduced friends from different parts of your life to each other, like work friends to hobby friends? Remove the romantic hopes from the situation, and just go have fun with two people you enjoy being around.
-- Setup Success Story
Maybe Cupid: I read a lot of "I" statements in your letter. Take some deep breaths and remind yourself that this meetup is about introducing your friends to each other and not about you, how you will look or sound, or how your friends perceive you. And while you acknowledge this may not work out, your nervousness and excitement are betraying your hope that it will work out. Turn your attention to your friends, what you know about them, and think of questions you can ask so they talk about themselves. Let them tell their own stories. If you need a strategy to stay calm, come up with a signal with your husband so he can squeeze your hand or do something else to remind you to take a sip of water, take a deep breath, and direct a question back to one of the friends so they do the talking.
-- It's Not About You
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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10 recipes from Anthony Bourdain, Jose Andres and other cooking titans
Plus, contributions by Edna Lewis, Marcella Hazan, Jamie Oliver and others.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-04-10
One of my favorite parts about my job is that every day feels like an education. I'm constantly learning about new cuisines, dishes and techniques, always expanding my repertoire. I've particularly gained a lot from re-creating recipes from legends of the culinary world -- The Greats, so to speak. While reading about their accomplishments and understanding their legacies is important, adding in the physical practice of cooking adds a whole new dimension of knowledge and appreciation of their work.
We've gone through our archives and picked out recipes from some of our favorite chefs, home cooks and cookbook authors. Some have Michelin stars and James Beard awards, others are regarded as experts of regional and national cuisines, and some you might recognize from television. While their claims to fame are varied, what unites them is a passion for good food and a desire to share it with the world.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Known as the grand dame of Southern cooking, Edna Lewis was one of the most influential culinary forces in America. This vegan version of her baked beans captures the savory, smoky and slightly sweet flavors that define this regional version of the dish. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Cookbook author Marcella Hazan is often credited with bringing traditional Italian cooking into American home kitchens. This tomato sauce recipe is one of her most famous, thanks to a generous amount of butter and a sweet, simple flavor. Get the recipe.

(Justin Tsucalas for the Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for the Washington Post)


One of the highlights of Anthony Bourdain's long and varied career was his stint at Brasserie Les Halles, where he served as executive chef. This bourguignon is Bourdain's take on the classic dish, from the restaurant's cookbook. Get the recipe.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Jamie Oliver is a household name thanks to his celebrity chef status. His unfussy approach to food shines through in this easy, no-fry eggplant parm that avoids time-consuming steps such as salting and breading. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Though she didn't grow up cooking, Madhur Jaffrey has become an indisputable authority on Indian food. If you haven't experimented with the cuisine at home, this fragrant, flavor-packed curry is a great place to start. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


French chef and writer Eric Ripert is the man behind Le Bernardin, one of the most highly rated French seafood restaurants in the world. In this recipe for lightly dressed halibut, he offers a crash course on cooking delicate, flaky fish. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


As Mexican food has grown increasingly popular across the world over the past few decades, Enrique Olvera stands out as one of the preeminent chefs from the country. This fresh, verdant mole epitomizes his embrace of traditional techniques. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


On top of owning several well-regarded restaurants and earning a few accolades along the way, chef Jose Andres also founded World Central Kitchen, a nonprofit that provides food and aid to crisis-stricken locations around the world. He made this Catalan fisherman's stew for a WCK team meal in Mozambique after a cyclone hit in 2019. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


On top of collecting a plethora of Michelin stars, French chef Joel Robuchon is also said to have invented this technique for making french fries. Get the recipe.

(Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post; tableware from Crate and Barrel)


Many know Emeril Lagasse from his cooking shows, but the chef has also been recognized with several James Beard awards for his approach to Cajun and Creole cuisine. This hash is a hearty love letter to Louisiana. Get the recipe.
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Cooking chat: Are leftover dyed Easter eggs safe to eat?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-04-11

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Here are some questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Want to be instantly transported to Italy? Grab a pinsa from La Casina.
The small Eastern Market restaurant has become a hangout for Italians living in D.C.
By Travis Andrews | 2024-04-10

Bufalina white pinsa from La Casina. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post)


It's an age-old American tradition: A couple travels to Italy and returns to gush, constantly, to everyone they know, and everyone they don't know: Oh, I could have stayed forever.
Angela Andellini and Fabrizio Costantini flipped the script when the Italian couple's U.S. honeymoon accidentally turned into a scouting trip.
The pair flew to the States from their home in Rome, where they owned and operated a pinsa restaurant, to celebrate their young marriage in New York, San Francisco and Los Angeles. They fell in love with America -- the vistas, the cities, the people. They spent the next several years returning to the United States to tour the country the opposite way it was settled, starting on the West Coast. They visited a new region each year, looking for a place to one day call home.
Luckily for us, they fell especially in love with D.C.
And more specifically, they fell in love with the Eastern Market neighborhood on Capitol Hill.
For years, they kept an eye on the American real estate market -- especially in the D.C. area -- hoping a space would become available where they could open a pinsa shop. The pandemic struck. Seventh Hill Pizza, a few doors down from the market itself, closed down. Sad for it, but serendipity for the couple: an available space in the area they liked that already contained a built-in pizza oven.
In 2021, after 40 years in Rome, they were finally able to traverse the Atlantic permanently.

Fabrizio Costantini and Angela Andellini, owners and chefs at La Casina. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post)


Now, anyone who wants to escape to Rome for an hour or so just needs to wander over to Seventh Street SE to La Casina DC.
Which is pretty lucky for me, because I'm one of those Americans who honeymooned in Rome with my wife, Maoria -- yes, the one I dragged to a 22-degree Indian picnic earlier this year -- and whined endlessly about returning to the States.
But at a cozy table loaded with carbs and spritzes at La Casina, it was as if we'd never left.
It isn't the music, or the wine list, or the spritzes, or the decor, or the TV playing a video loop of Roman streets and landscapes. It isn't even the Italian chatter you hear drifting throughout the small restaurant. Though all of that certainly helps.
It's the pinsa.
Pinsa is a type of Roman pizza, though to the uneducated American eye, it might look more like a flatbread, given its oval shape. The key is the dough -- high moisture, low gluten and very little yeast. It resides in the refrigerator for at least 24 hours before being stretched into an oblong shape, topped and tossed into the 700-degree oven.
Each bite produces a satisfying crunch before giving way to an almost absurdly light, fluffy, pleasantly chewy bite. Frankly, I'd be happy eating the pinsa base plain, like bread -- which is an option, sort of. Le Nuvolette Arrabbiate, a can't-miss appetizer, is bites of the dough deep fried and served with dipping sauces. Or Le Nuvolette Marinare, which adds anchovies and mozzarella to give the rounds an extra umami punch.

Bruschetta mista and appetizers from La Casina. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post)


Yes, as you'll soon learn, the menu items are all listed in Italian (with English descriptions), which made a recent visit feel even more authentic. And frankly, the fact that Maoria, our two friends and I were the only English-speaking guests that night seemed a little over the top. Were all the other customers plants? In fact, La Casina's appeal to native Italians is a point of pride for Andellini: "You see a lot of Italian people eating together, because they recognize the restaurant is authentic. When you find the Italian people, you've found the Italian place."
As for which pinsa to choose -- well, that was a challenge we've faced on every visit.
They run the gamut from simple to complex, veggie-licious to meat-forward. The restaurant imports nearly all the ingredients -- 95 percent, Costantini says -- from Italy, save for fresh ones like the vegetables, which are local.
La Carbonara and La Cacio e Pepe mirror the pastas they're based upon -- the former a luscious mixture of guanciale, egg, olive oil, pecorino Romano and black pepper, and the latter simply a blend of cheese, olive oil and, of course, black pepper.
My personal favorite -- at least, so far; there are so many to choose from -- is the Ottavo Colle, topped with lardo, pecorino Romano and truffle-infused olive oil and given a colorful pop by thinly sliced rainbow potatoes and fresh rosemary, all orange and purple and green and perfect.
Really, you can't go wrong. Dig pepperoni? Grab La Milanese. Want thin slices of prosciutto? La Bufalina's your order. Veggie fan? La Vegetariana includes zucchini, eggplant, potatoes and tomatoes, with the option to add olives and artichokes.
Speaking of artichokes, the Carciofi alla Romana (fried artichokes) appetizer will put you right in the center of Rome's Jewish Ghetto. And don't sleep on the suppli, the crunchy, gooey, cheesy fried risotto balls, a famed Roman street food.
You can always go ahead and cross the proverbial Rubicon: In this case, to this reviewer, that means going for the White House, a delightfully rich double layer of pinsa dough stuffed with Gorgonzola, cacio Romano cheese, mozzarella di Bufala, pecorino Romano, sun-dried tomatoes with pink salt and black pepper -- and green flecks of rosemary and thyme decorating its crusty hood.

Server Meiling Liu in La Casina's dining room. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post)


As indicated by the name, the space is small, so reservations might be a good idea -- especially if you plan to stop by on the weekend, when throngs of (often hungry) people crowd Seventh Street while browsing records, knickknacks, art and produce at the outdoor farmers market. If artfully crafted cocktails are an important part of a meal for you, be warned: The drink menu is wine-focused, aside from a couple of beers and the occasional aperitivo spritz.
When in La Casina, do as the Romans do: Eat the pinsa as soon as it hits your plate. "In Italy, it's like a religion," Costantini says. When the food hits the table, you shut up and eat it hot.
And please don't ask for substitutions, the couple requests. Each pinsa is a careful, curated dance of flavors. Costantini recalled a customer asking for the cacio e pepe pinsa, hold the pepe. That's half the dish!
Andellini and Costantini didn't only design the menu -- they make everything on it themselves. No prep line. No line cooks. Just the two of them, working, they say, 16 hours a day to make the dough, to cook the food, to keep the restaurant running.
The neighborhood quickly embraced them. They swiftly attracted a cohort of regulars, and during their first Christmas in the States, a fan brought them a panettone, a cake traditionally eaten during the holidays in Italy.
"We work very, very hard. But when we go home, we are satisfied," Andellini says. "We can call this project the classic American Dream."
327 Seventh Street SE, 202-516-5100. lacasinadc.us.
Hours: 11 to 2:30 p.m. and 5:30 to 9 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
Nearest Metro: Eastern Market, 361 feet.
Prices: $5.50 to $24.90 for all items on the food menu.
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Dining chat: I complained to a FaceTiming diner and he came back to confront me
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-04-10

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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A family-favorite potato and spinach casserole gets lightened up
Use matzoh meal to make it a Passover-friendly side.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-04-10

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This recipe is a tradition that snuck up on my family. My grandmother Debbie made it every Passover and Rosh Hashanah for as long as I can remember and, my mom says, for as long as she can remember, too. It remains a constant on our table to this day, long after Grandma Debbie's passing, and I couldn't imagine our holiday dinner without the crisp-topped mashed potato casserole with its ribbonlike layer of spinach, generously scooped on the "good china" and ready to be pooled with brisket gravy.
No one knows where the recipe came from -- it's not in any of the handwritten recipe books my grandmother passed down and she never talked about its provenance. (I wish I had thought to ask, way back when.) However she came up with it, the dish is now firmly a part of our family ritual, and one I am happy to share with you here.
Get the recipe: Potato, Cauliflower and Spinach Casserole
This version captures the essence of my grandmother's version, but with a few enhancements from me. It starts, as she had made it, with boiling and mashing potatoes with olive oil and broth. But I thought it would be nice to add some cauliflower to the mash, too, for another layer of flavor and lighter texture. The cauliflower cooks in the same pot, and at the same time, as the potatoes, so it is no extra effort. I add a handful of garlic cloves to the pot, too, which become soft and mellow with cooking and add a deep savoriness to the mash. And I keep the skins on the potatoes for three reasons: I like the texture they add, it saves the trouble of peeling them, and it retains valuable fiber and nutrients. (But feel free to peel them if you prefer.)

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Half of the rich, garlic-infused mash is layered into a casserole dish, then that is topped with chopped spinach that has been sauteed with onion, salt and pepper. The remaining potato mixture is smoothed on top of that, and then sprinkled with either matzoh meal (for Passover) or breadcrumbs (for any other occasion), which have been tossed with a bit of oil.
The casserole bakes until it's crisp and browned on top and steaming-hot. A creamy, savory scoop of it is heavenly with that holiday brisket and gravy, but this casserole is also right at home as a side with a simple roasted chicken, which means you don't have to wait for a special occasion to make it.
Get the recipe: Potato, Cauliflower and Spinach Casserole
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The 25 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate the end of the National Cherry Blossom Festival with a parade and street festival, or mark D.C.'s Emancipation Day with a parade, music and fireworks.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2024-04-11
The final weekend of the National Cherry Blossom Festival brings two of its biggest events: a parade with floats, marching bands, giant balloons and Disney characters on Constitution Avenue NW, and the Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street Festival, with multiple stages of music, dancing and martial arts, as well as food and drink vendors and family activities. There's much more to do: D.C. marks Emancipation Day with a parade, go-go music and fireworks at Freedom Plaza; the Kennedy Center throws a family block party based on the award-winning books of Jacqueline Woodson; Esther Perel brings advice for couples to Constitution Hall; the annual Spring Garden Market returns to the American Horticultural Society's River Farm; and the Taylor Swift pre-album hype begins with a dance party and trivia night.
Flowers After Hours at the National Gallery of Art
The National Gallery of Art's popular National Gallery Nights after-hours series returns with a party celebrating "spring and all things floral." Activities include creating wearable flower art, a blossom scavenger hunt, behind-the-scenes tours, pop-up talks, music by DJ Rustam, and bars serving wine and cocktails. All tickets were distributed in a raffle last week, but more tickets will be given out at the entrance to the East Building beginning at 5:30 p.m. (You don't need tickets to watch dance performances or artist demonstrations on the Fourth Street plaza.) 6 to 9 p.m. Free; tickets required.
Jigger & Pony pop-up at Allegory
Even cocktail fans who've never been to Singapore might have heard of Jigger & Pony. No. 14 on last year's World's 50 Best Bars list? Named best international hotel bar at Tales of the Cocktail's Spirited Awards? The 12-year-old bar is noted for its playful originals and clever twists on the classics -- its Velvet Negroni is so named because the staff tweaks the preparation and dilution to create a smoother texture and mouthfeel. Why are we hyping up a bar that's almost 10,000 miles away? Because Jigger & Pony creative director Uno Jang and senior bartender Gabriel Gan are taking over Allegory, the bar tucked inside the Eaton. The event runs, the bar promises, "until we sell out of cocktails." 8 p.m. Free admission.
'Game Show: Chad and Pharrell' at Shanklin Hall
Last week, after news broke that Chad Hugo was suing Pharrell Williams over the rights to the name "the Neptunes," D.C. DJ and "Tiny Desk" producer Cuzzin B tweeted, "I can definitely tell the difference btwn a Pharrell beat vs a NEPTUNES beat." The observation struck a nerve, and 7,000 likes and 227 quote tweets later, Cuzzin B is bringing his thoughts into a physical space. He's hosting a panel discussion and listening session at Shanklin Hall, discussing the Neptunes' legacy -- together and apart -- with DJs and producers Daniel Biltmore, Marc Nfinit and DJ Geena Marie at the Adams Morgan social club. 8 p.m. Free.
'The Art of the Benshi' film series at the National Museum of Asian Art
This touring film series stops at the Smithsonian after a run in Brooklyn and before heading to Chicago, Los Angeles and Tokyo. In a five-part series of "benshi" performances, or live orators to silent films, the art form returns more than a century after it began with classic, restored films. Three performers are joined by musicians, who will play new and historical scores. Films include the cult classic "A Page of Madness (Kurutta ichipeiji)" and the earliest surviving Japanese animated film, "The Dull Sword (Namakura gatana)." Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 7 to 10 p.m.; Sunday, 3 to 6 p.m. Free.
WoCo Fest 2024: Evolve at AMP by Strathmore and the Mansion at Strathmore
The three-day WoCo Fest 2024: Evolve celebrates music from female composers at Strathmore with a spate of performances, workshops and discussions. The festivities include Saturday at the Mansion, a day packed with discussions, food trucks and exhibitor booths, geared toward musicians but open to the public as well. (Tickets are pay-what-you-can with a suggested donation of $10.) Pianist Sarah Cahill performs at the end of the day, playing a program based on her "The Future Is Female" album trilogy, showcasing compositions spanning baroque composer Elisabeth-Claude Jacquet de La Guerre and contemporary composer Theresa Wong. Jazz legend Terri Lyne Carrington, a four-time Grammy Award-winning drummer, closes out the festival with a Sunday afternoon show at AMP by Strathmore, a lounge-like club serving food and craft cocktails in North Bethesda's Pike and Rose neighborhood. Various times. $10-$48.
Commemorating Abraham Lincoln
One hundred fifty-nine years ago this weekend, Abraham Lincoln was assassinated while watching a play at Ford's Theatre. The National Park Service and the theater remember our 16th president with events including guided walking tours covering the story of the assassination, the Lincolns' love of theater in 1860s Washington and medical care the president received. Ford's Theatre and the Petersen House ("The House Where Lincoln Died") are open all day Sunday and Monday, with special performances of "One Destiny," a two-man play about the events of April 14, 1865, on Monday morning. Check both organizations' calendars, as they list events separately. Through Tuesday. Prices vary, though NPS tours are free.
Spring Garden Market at River Farm
River Farm, located on the Potomac River between Old Town Alexandria and Mount Vernon, is a joy to visit at this time of year, but it's especially nice during the American Horticultural Society's Spring Garden Market. More than 40 vendors set up to sell native plants, herbs, ceramics, gardening supplies and decor, dog treats, and much more. Beyond stocking up for your yard or windowsill, you can explore the property, which includes 25 acres of formal and wildlife-friendly natural gardens and an indoor art exhibit, or have a picnic overlooking the river. Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. $5 entry for those arriving on foot or bicycle; $20 per car (includes all occupants).
Blossoms and Starlight at Eastern Market
A new Taylor Swift album drops next week, if you hadn't heard, and we expect there will be plenty of Taylor-themed dance parties and karaoke and trivia in the coming days. (Trivia, in fact, starts Wednesday.) The first event on our calendar is Blossoms and Starlight in Eastern Market's North Hall. Tunes come from DJ Tony T, a.k.a. Tony Tomelden. He owns the Pug, the H Street bar that's become ground zero for Swiftie listening parties, so he probably knows a thing or two. There will be a friendship bracelet-making station, though you can also bring your own to trade, and sequined outfits are "highly encouraged." The event is open to all ages, but adult beverages will be available. Proceeds benefit Eastern Market's 150th anniversary fund. 6 to 9 p.m. $20-$35.
National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade
Mickey and Minnie Mouse are the grand marshals of the National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade, which fills Constitution Avenue with marching bands, giant balloons, floats and entertainment. The Sugarhill Gang, "American Idol" finalist Colin Stough and D.C.'s own Mambo Sauce are among the performers. The route stretches from the National Archives to the Ellipse, and viewing the parade from the sidewalk is free, though grandstand tickets are available for purchase. 10 a.m. to noon. Free; grandstand seats $25-$40.
Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street Festival
The Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street Festival expanded from one day to two in 2022 to celebrate its 60th anniversary, and the Japan-America Society of Washington D.C. is keeping the expanded format, packing Pennsylvania Avenue NW between Third and Seventh streets. The festival includes multiple stages with traditional and modern music; dance and martial arts performances; a J-pop talent competition; a children's corner; a traditional marketplace; a "Taste of Japan" section with food and drink vendors, as well as beer gardens and sake pavilions; pavilions dedicated to topics such as technology and the regions of Japan; and hands-on cultural exhibits. Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. $15 for one day or $25 for both days; $20 admission on the day of the event. Free for children 12 and younger.
Pink Beats at National Landing's Water Park
Pink Beats, the final installment of the Pink in the Park series at National Landing's Water Park, is essentially a local music festival, starring the wonderfully crafted indie soul of Oh He Dead, the dance-floor-friendly R&B grooves of Wrizzards and the tuneful pop-rock of Broke Royals. Beyond the five acts performing, there are food and drink vendors and other activities. 4 to 9 p.m. Free.
'An Evening With Esther Perel' at DAR Constitution Hall
Troubled couples rely on therapist Esther Perel to get to the heart of their problems -- and the audience of her "Where Should We Begin" podcast listens in, fly-on-the-wall style, to hear her pearls of wisdom. Now Perel is taking her show on the road for a national speaking tour called "An Evening With Esther Perel: The Future of Relationships, Love & Desire." Get in the room with Perel at DAR Constitution Hall as she discusses how technology has shifted the nature of relationships in 2024 and how we can embrace and retain our humanity. 8 p.m. $103-$675.
Jacqueline Woodson Block Party at the Kennedy Center
A National Book Award winner, four-time Newbery Honor winner, MacArthur fellow -- the Kennedy Center's education artist-in-residence is gifted with the written word. This weekend, you get to see what happens when Jacqueline Woodson throws a party. Inspired by her book "The Year We Learned to Fly," this day of family-friendly activities includes double Dutch, break dancing and roller skating demonstrations; a stepping performance and workshop with Step Afrika!; chalk drawing and graffiti demos; music from Eastern High School's Blue and White Marching Machine; and Woodson reading her book with help from musicians Toshi Reagon and Be Steadwell. Food trucks and vendors will be on-site. 1 to 5:30 p.m. Free.
NEA Jazz Masters Tribute Concert at the Kennedy Center
Each year, the National Endowment for the Arts honors America's jazz greats with the Jazz Masters Fellowships. The 2024 class includes trumpet player Terence Blanchard, saxophonist Gary Bartz, composer and organist Amina Claudine Myers, and journalist, broadcaster and D.C. Jazz Festival Artistic Director Willard Jenkins. All four are honored during this concert at the Kennedy Center's Eisenhower Theater: Bartz, Blanchard and Myers will perform with their own groups and make remarks; Jenkins is represented with a performance by the African Rhythms Alumni Quintet. The evening concludes with a tribute to D.C.'s own Duke Ellington. While all free advance tickets have been claimed, standby tickets will be available at the box office beginning at 7:15 p.m. The line for standby tickets begins at 5:30. 7:30 p.m. Free.
All Hat, No Cattle at Jackie Lee's
Heaven Forbid are D.C.'s hip urban cowboys: a quintet sporting large hats, bolo ties and boots, mixing original two-stepping tunes with covers of Vince Gill or Bobby Bare, all driven by the sultry or mournful sound of pedal steel. They play country songs, but they're more likely to strike up "Guitars, Cadillacs" than some radio hit about a pickup. After a residency at the now-closed Public Option, Heaven Forbid is moving its monthly All Hat, No Cattle party to Jackie Lee's in Brightwood, where the bar is taking out tables and chairs to make more room for dancing. The band's sets begin at 8 and 10 p.m. Free.
Masters Costume and Cocktail Party at Duke's Grocery Navy Yard
Break out your green jackets, red Nike Dri-Fit polos and camouflage bucket hats: The Masters are back, and Duke's Grocery is hosting a viewing party and costume contest. Snack on pimento cheese or egg salad sandwiches and sip John Daly cocktails (an Arnold Palmer with added vodka) while watching the tournament on multiple TVs. Prizes for the best dressed include Duke's-branded Titleist ProV1 golf balls and gift certificates. 3 to 7 p.m. Free.
D.C. Emancipation Day at Freedom Plaza
In April 1862 -- more than eight months before the Emancipation Proclamation -- Congress passed the District of Columbia Compensated Emancipation Act, which freed all enslaved people in Washington, compensated their owners and provided funds for them to emigrate if they chose. Since 2005, the city has marked the anniversary with a parade and pomp. Freedom Plaza is again the center of attention, with a parade at 2 p.m., a concert featuring go-go stalwarts E.U. featuring Sugar Bear at 3 p.m. and fireworks at 8:30 p.m. 2 p.m. Free.
Pages in the Park at Meridian Hill Park
Grab a book and a picnic for Pages in the Park, where you can spend 30 minutes mingling over a potluck meal before an hour of individual reading time. There's also a book swap -- bring any books you no longer want, and take a new one home. Extras will be donated. The event is hosted in the grassy area at the top of the park. 3 p.m. Free.
'New Worlds: Women to Watch 2024' at the National Museum of Women in the Arts
The National Museum of Women in the Arts tapped 28 emerging artists from across the globe for a show based on visions for creating a new world. See their alternative realities in "New Worlds: Women to Watch 2024," the second major exhibition since NMWA reopened last fall after an extensive renovation. Visitors can tour the new gallery spaces and see seven works created specifically for the museum for its recurring "Women to Watch" exhibition series, including site-specific installations. Through Aug. 11. $16; $13 seniors and D.C. residents; free for ages 21 and younger and visitors with disabilities.
Paws and Petals Yappy Hour at Metrobar
One of the final events of cherry blossom season is this dog-friendly afternoon hang in Metrobar's beer garden. Bring your four-legged friend for treats like puppuccinos and dog beers, while humans peruse vendors selling dog toys and merchandise, grab snacks from food trucks, and groove to a DJ. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Mezcal Night at Bar Charley
The Dupont Circle joint is partnering with Columbia Heights taqueria El Chucho and mezcal brand Siete Misterios for an evening dedicated to the spirit. Instead of usual Bar Charley fare, the ticket price will get you chips and salsa, a mezcal flight, and the first cocktail. 5 p.m. $30.
'Selena' Movie Night at Rhizome
Takoma Park nonprofit community space Rhizome hosts a free screening of the 1990s classic film "Selena," complete with themed snacks. Free popcorn and Mexican hot chocolate will be on offer during the biopic of Selena Quintanilla-Perez, the queen of Tejano music, which is screened the night before the late singer's birthday. 7:30 p.m. Free; RSVP encouraged.
Taylor Swift Trivia at As You Are
Think you're a real Swiftie -- the kind who scours the liner notes, knows every Easter egg, finds hidden meanings in Instagram posts and has gone down too many Tumblr rabbit holes? Can you recite the Era Tour's secret songs? Show how much you really know at As You Are's Taylor Swift Trivia, which promises to be highly competitive but also a lot of fun. BYO friendship bracelets. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
Witches Night Party at Dew Drop Inn
Walpurgis Night, the eighth-century celebration of Saint Walpurga held at the end of April, traditionally aimed to banish witchcraft -- but Dew Drop is opening its doors to welcome them. Expect a "simple witchy ritual," magic-themed drinks, tarot readings by Skye Miranda, astrology analysis and a drag performance by self-proclaimed "slasher flick rocker chick" Jane Saw. You can also make your own temporary tattoo -- just make sure it complements your witch-inspired outfit. 7 p.m. Free.
De La Senne beer tasting at the Sovereign
De La Senne is one of the most acclaimed craft brewers in Brussels, and the beers that regularly make it to this side of the Atlantic are flavorful -- no filtering or pasteurization -- and on the lower end of the alcohol spectrum, such as the bitter, hoppy blonde Taras Boulba or the dry, citrusy Zinnebir pale ale. De La Senne's beers are regulars on tap on the Sovereign, but this is a special night at the Georgetown Belgian beer bar: Brewery co-founder Yvan de Baets is visiting, bringing what the Sovereign calls "hyper-fresh" kegs of beer, plus rare bottles of Saison de la Senne and Wadesa #9 tripel, complex beers blended with lambic ales from Brussels neighbors Cantillon. Tickets include four-ounce pours of eight De La Senne beers and the talk with de Baets. 6 to 9 p.m. $50.
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How Matisse painted the sea 'so blue that you want to eat it'
"Matisse and the Sea," an exhibition in St. Louis, examines Henri Matisse's fascination with the sea over his long career.
By Sebastian Smee | 2024-04-11

Henri Matisse's "Blue Nude I" is one of the most famous images of the 20th century. (Foundation Beyeler/Succession H. Matisse/Artists Rights Society, New York)


ST. LOUIS -- Are you near a window? Try looking out.
Henri Matisse used to look out windows a lot. He saw colors. Hilary Spurling, in her great Matisse biography, reported that the French artist once became so concerned about eyestrain that he sought medical help. "His oculist," Spurling wrote, "explained that the eye could not fabricate pigment fast enough to keep up with the speed and intensity of Matisse's response to color."
I feel, as an art critic, I should know enough about how the eye works to understand this statement more completely than I do. Nonetheless, the oculist's grasp of the "speed and intensity" of Matisse's response to color sticks in my mind, and goes to the heart of what we mean when we describe Matisse as a great colorist. If you believe that color is linked to emotion, the oculist was telling Matisse, in effect, that his eyes couldn't keep up with his emotions. No wonder he was concerned.
I thought about this again when I read Matisse's own words, uttered four years before his death in 1954: "The sea is blue, but bluer than anyone has ever painted it, a color entirely fantastic and incredible. It is the blue of sapphires, of the peacock's wing, of an Alpine glacier, and the kingfisher melted together; and yet it is like none of these, for it shines with the unearthly radiance of Neptune's kingdom."
When he wrote this, Matisse was in a wheelchair, wielding scissors and colored paper rather than brushes and oil paint. The sea he was writing about was, of course, the Mediterranean, at Nice, on the French Riviera. He had spent much of his life marveling at the sea, and his creative responses to it are the subject of a beautiful show, halfway between a dossier exhibition and a full-scale monograph, at the St. Louis Art Museum.

In such paintings as "Collioure (La Moulade)," Henri Matisse unleashed color in ways that seemed to have no precedent. (Private collection/Succession H. Matisse/Artists Rights Society, New York)


The show's first room features Matisse's earliest responses to the sea. The paintings are modest -- but momentous. Matisse had grown up in a weaving town in France's gray and industrial northeast. The sea, when he finally saw it, rejigged all his synapses. In the 1890s, he painted the Atlantic Ocean on Belle Ile, off the Brittany coast, then the island of Corsica and, most pivotally for the history of modern art, the Mediterranean fishing village of Collioure.
On Belle Ile, Matisse had met the little-known Australian John Peter Russell, a wonderful painter who had been friends with Claude Monet and Vincent van Gogh. Both the wild landscape of Belle Ile (which I have visited -- the blues and greens are indelible in my memory) and the impact of Russell's innovations cracked something open in Matisse. There was no looking back.
In Collioure with the artist Andre Derain, Matisse unleashed colored paint in ways that seemed to have no precedent. Color was no longer descriptive in these small, hastily brushed works. Released from the obligation to match the actual appearance of things, color was now free to express sensations, memories, emotions. Color intensity became the new aim.
Matisse's method was predicated on the understanding that colors were affected by their neighbors: A blue next to a green changed in quality if you placed it next to an orange. In Corsica, Matisse had painted a view of the bay beyond an olive tree and the red roofs of a factory. The sea beyond, he wrote, was "blue, blue, blue, so blue that you want to eat it."

"Blue Nude, The Frog" is part of a series in which Matisse formed images with cutouts of painted paper. (Foundation Beyeler/Succession H. Matisse/Artists Rights Society, New York)


You can't help but remember these words in the show's final room, which features Matisse's late paper cutouts, including his "Blue Nude I," one of the most famous images of the 20th century. On loan from the Beyeler Foundation in Switzerland near Basel, the work is adamantly an object, a thing. It's made from paper brushed with blue gouache (opaque watercolor), then cut into distinct shapes and pasted onto canvas.
The sea is nowhere to be seen, but the sensation of blue is astonishingly rich. A whole lifetime of distilled vision -- of optics trying to keep pace with sensations -- has been funneled into this magnificent work. But Matisse made it in, at the most, 15 minutes, according to his assistant and model, Lydia Delectorskaya.
There is a reason "Blue Nude I" has been reproduced on so many posters and emulated by so many people sitting in art classrooms or at kitchen tables with their own scissors and colored paper. It represents a dream of grace and modesty and at the same time of an unsurpassable sensuousness and self-confident beauty. If someone 200 years from now asked "What was modern art about?" you would show them this before anything else.
It's pure artifice, but somehow it looks born rather than made. It has that kind of naturalness. But then you look more closely at how it was made -- what precise shapes Matisse cut the colored paper into and exactly how they have been arranged to suggest presence and void, light and shade. It almost starts to make sense, but quite how Matisse arrived at these particular shapes, putting these contours in this configuration, remains deeply mysterious.
In between the exhibition's first and final galleries are many beautiful works, but the show lacks a little in depth. The theme is compelling and worthwhile but feels too thinly spread.

Matisse layered colors to get the distinct hues of his famous "Bathers With a Turtle." (St. Louis Art Museum/Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pulitzer Jr./Succession H. Matisse/Artists Rights Society, New York)


Never mind. The exhibition is an excuse to show off St. Louis's own "Bathers With a Turtle," a hauntingly beautiful large-scale work from 1907 to 1908 that I never tire of looking at. The painting was recently studied using infrared reflectography and cross-section analyses. Various things were revealed, including Matisse's ruthless drive toward simplicity (he removed boats and clouds from the composition and changed the figures).
I was fascinated to learn that Matisse painted the sea using two layers of the same bright ultramarine and painted the band of sky above it with blue on top of black on top of green, creating teal. The third and largest band of color is the green grass, against which the crouching figure's orange hair and the turtle's deep red sing out.
Nearby works -- including a painting by Cezanne, some masks by the Pende people (from what is now the Democratic Republic of Congo) and sculptures by the Baga people (from Guinea), and various related works by Matisse himself -- all suggest the influences and preoccupations that flowed into "Bathers With a Turtle." But it remains one of the strangest great paintings of the modern era.

"Composition Green Background" shows Matisse's technique of cutting and pasting pieces of paper brushed with opaque watercolor. 


Matisse traveled to French Polynesia in 1930, and one section of the show features the paper cutouts and large-scale screen prints he made, many years later, remembering swimming and diving there.
Matisse's earlier views onto the sea from the series of hotel rooms he occupied in Nice from about 1917 can seem like a slackening off, an exhalation, even a slide into complacency after the strenuously radical years of his great "decorations" and his competition with Pablo Picasso.

"Seated Woman, Back Turned to the Open Window" is among the works painted during Matisse's Nice period. (Montreal Museum of Fine Arts/Purchase, John W. Tempest Fund/Succession H. Matisse/Artists Rights Society, New York)


I don't see it that way. The Nice works, often animated at the center of the composition by a slender strip of blue and a palm tree or two, include some of his most fully realized compositions. Very few of them surpass "Interior at Nice," on loan to St. Louis from the Art Institute of Chicago. The gold-on-tan-and-gray walls of the hotel room and the pink tiled floor chime with the turquoise shutter and the band of blue sea and lighter blue sky, to overwhelmingly beautiful effect.
The graduated shift (like going through the gears) from intimate domesticity to sunny balcony and -- finally -- aloof, imperious sea struck me as a self-replenishing gift, and a modest, proportionate response to what it can feel like -- even amid so much suffering -- to be alive in the world.
Matisse looked out his window, and what he saw and what he felt became one.
Matisse and the Sea Through May 12 at the St. Louis Art Museum. slam.org
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Kathleen Herles voiced Dora the Explorer -- now she's voicing Dora's mom
The actress was seven years old when she began working on the "Dora the Explorer" pilot -- the gig lasted until she was about to graduate from high school.
By Valentina Valentini | 2024-04-11

Kathleen Herles voices Mami, center, on "Dora," the Paramount Plus reboot of "Dora the Explorer." Mami, Papi and Dora's twin baby siblings are a bigger part of the story on the new show. (Paramount Plus)


From 1997 to 2009, Kathleen Herles was the voice of Dora in Nickelodeon's bilingual animated series "Dora the Explorer." That memorable, amiable, high-pitched squeal that kids played on repeat? That was her. She was 7 years old when she began working as the lead voice actor on the pilot, with the show eventually getting picked up by Nickelodeon in 2000. The gig lasted until Herles was about to graduate from high school and the show's creators wanted to recast their Dora and her sidekicks with a new, younger cohort.
"I remember feeling not so sad about it," says Herles, now 34 and living with her husband on Long Island's southern shore, still with an uncanny resemblance to Dora -- more smile than voice. "We knew that time was eventually going to come, but it was such a transitional period in my life. Having this identity of being Dora since I was 7 -- I didn't know who I was outside of that."
So Herles went to find out who she was. She attended Pace University on Manhattan's downtown campus, commuting from her hometown of Deer Park, Long Island; she made friends. One of them found out she had been Dora and told a bunch of other people, but it didn't really matter, Herles says. Her peers had their own lives and didn't care all that much that she voiced an iconic children's television figure for half of her adolescence. Herles majored in communications and was one credit shy of minoring in Latin American Studies. She worked all the time -- at the mall, restaurants and gyms, in hospitality. She still took acting classes, did a few commercials and auditioned for a role here and there, voice-over mostly. While working at the Equinox Hotels corporate office, she parlayed an administrative gig into a spot on the interior design team for the new hotel the company was building in Hudson Yards. "It's still one of my biggest accomplishments," she says.
Now, 15 years after she hung up Dora's backpack, Herles is stepping back into Dora's world -- this time as Mami. The Paramount Plus reboot, titled "Dora," is the fourth series in the franchise and promises a refreshed, vibrant, 3D version of Dora and her pals, with Diana Zermeno as the spunky star who still goes on adventures, tells Swiper, "No swiping!" asks Map for directions, and teaches viewers Spanish.

Kathleen Herles was 7 years old when she began working on the "Dora the Explorer" pilot in 1997. The gig lasted until she was about to graduate from high school. (Madison Polkowitz)


"I know I lost the passion for acting in my early 20s," Herles says, "and once I got this opportunity and this door opened -- which they don't open often in this industry -- I really did have to think to myself, 'Is this something that I want?' When I said yes, and I got the part, all those memories came flooding back. I remember stepping into the booth for the first time [when I was 7] to record for the show, and I never felt so safe."
Mami was around in Herles's days on the show, but now she and Papi -- and Dora's twin baby siblings -- are a bigger part of the story. Abuela, too, is still there to give big hugs and read Dora stories that feed her adventurous spirit. What Herles feels is the biggest difference, though, is a clear ethnic origin for Dora. In the original show, Dora was pan-Latina in an effort, Herles speculates, to be more inclusive. In the new show, Dora is Peruvian on Mami's side, and Mexican and Cuban on Papi's.

"Dora," is the fourth series in the franchise and promises a refreshed, vibrant, 3D version of Dora and her pals, with Diana Zermeno as the voice of the title character. (Paramount Plus)


"That's important because a lot of us Latinos, we're multicultural," says Herles, whose parents emigrated from Peru in 1982. "They're not just from one country. When 'Dora the Explorer' first came out, she was like, 'Hey! I'm a Latina girl and I'm here to share everything and to connect with my Latina community and to bring in anyone else in who wants to learn Spanish!' [The point was] to bring everyone together, not have that specificity. I like how that's evolved."
After emigrating from Lima, Herles's parents settled in Queens. Growing up in a Latin household with an older brother, Herles was taught that family is everything. She was proud of where her family came from, of her identity as a Peruvian American. Her brother, though, was the first to tell her to her face that Dora's voice was annoying.
"I laugh because I still find it funny now," says Herles, splashing that wide smile. "Dora, as loved and iconic as she is, she's very easy to make fun of. I have seen some, but I know there are so many iterations of people doing funny things on Dora, making fun of her pauses and stuff. And sure, people write comments sometimes on social media, but I just laugh it off. I mean, in a sense, I get it."
For Herles there is no need to dwell on this old iteration of herself. She is ready for new adventures. Just like Dora.
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Phish is a jam band run by a control freak. That's perfect for the Sphere.
Trey Anastasio leaves nothing to chance when staging Phish's surreal spectacles, which take over from U2 at the Sphere in Las Vegas this month.
By Geoff Edgers | 2024-04-11
When Phish sold out all four of the April concerts it had booked at the Sphere, just as quickly as everyone expected, the obvious question arose: Why not do more?
After all, U2 opened the $2.3 billion venue that remade the Las Vegas skyline this past fall with what was supposed to be a 25-show run -- until demand built to a fever pitch, and the rock veterans shrewdly extended their stay, amortizing their investment in a dazzling, site-customized light-and-video show over an entire 40 nights.
And yet as Phish prepared to take up the Sphere's second residency slot, and the band's fervid fans bid up aftermarket prices well beyond U2's, guitarist and frontman Trey Anastasio hesitated.
What would an extra weekend of shows mean for quality control?

From left: Mike Gordon, Page McConnell, Trey Anastasio and Jon Fishman of Phish in New York in March. (Danny Clinch)


He posed the question to show director and co-creative director Abigail Rosen Holmes. "It'll be good," she told him. "But it won't be great. If you just do four nights, it's going to blow minds."
That was all Anastasio needed to hear.
"Then we're not doing it," he recalled telling her.
That is the Phish way. To the uninformed, it may come across as yet another breezy, shambolic jam band, inheritor of the Grateful Dead's traveling circus. But devoted members of the Phish "herd" understand the complex dynamics that drive these erstwhile Vermont hippies. Anastasio and his bandmates want every show to be the aural equivalent of an Easter egg, offering joy and surprise and an unreplicable magic. At some shows, fans encounter an unannounced rock opera, staged with actors and elaborate props; at another, they'll each walk away with a free box of mac-and-cheese. Phish never repeats a set, and it refuses to commemorate its classic albums.

"I just want people to not have any idea what's about to happen when they come into the room," says Abigail Rosen Holmes, Phish's co-creative director. (Matt Roth for The Washington Post)


Not exactly what you expect to find among the A-list nostalgia acts that dominate the Strip, which in coming months will host residencies by Mariah Carey, Garth Brooks and the Killers, re-creating their 2004 album "Hot Fuss."
"There is a quality of Vegas where older bands go to play their old album, to make a lot of money late in the twilight of their career," Anastasio says. "That's not what we're interested in."
So Phish will sweep into town on April 18, intent on playing about 80 songs over the course of four concerts, repeating none. And yes, that will include most of the new material from "Evolve," an album fans won't hear until its July release. (The title track drops Thursday.)
Meanwhile, the Sphere's high-tech 160,000-square-foot LED screen will offer the band a proper swirling canvas for its elaborate visions, as channeled by Holmes. She got her start as lighting director on the Talking Heads' groundbreaking 1983 Stop Making Sense tour and has since collaborated with Roger Waters, Peter Gabriel, Miley Cyrus and Janet Jackson.
She is also -- as is required in the Phish camp -- an excellent secret-keeper. Anastasio divulges that the four shows will be linked by a theme, but neither he nor Holmes will say what it is.
"I'm not trying to be cagey," she says. "I just want people to not have any idea what's about to happen when they come into the room. That's part of the fun of this."

The Sphere lit up for the first time on July 4. The 366-foot-tall, 516-foot-wide venue is the largest spherical structure in the world. (Greg Doherty/Getty Images)


The path to the Vegas Sphere began in an incongruous place: the tie-dye-friendly campus of the University of Vermont, where Anastasio jammed with longtime bassist Mike Gordon and dress-wearing drummer Jon Fishman for the first time on Dec. 2, 1983, in a student dining hall. A fourth member, guitarist Jeff Holdsworth, dropped out before graduation but the others kept going, soon joined by keyboardist Page McConnell.
It was a Burlington band through and through, imbued with the crunchy spirit of a city that had elected Bernie Sanders mayor, launched Ben & Jerry to ice cream fame and nurtured Bread & Puppet, a politically radical theater company known for its antiwar, anti-nuke parables told through gigantic puppets.
Phish built its loyal audience over a decade through constant touring, without MTV or radio hits. Eventually, after signing with Elektra, the band played "Saturday Night Live" and David Letterman's show. But the musicians followed the Grateful Dead's grass-roots model by creating their own company, Dionysian Productions, to handle tours and merch.
It was perhaps not surprising that Phish intersected with certain other aspects of Dead culture. Every show was a freewheeling party, awash in exotic substances. As the party grew, so did Anastasio's personal struggles, and the band made the difficult decision to break up. The farewell show in 2004 in Coventry, Vt., grossed almost $9 million, but the guitarist remembers a more dizzying number: the 3,000 friends on the guest list for the out-of-control backstage festivities.
But Phish never fully drifted apart. The musicians were best friends as much as bandmates. Even at Anastasio's lowest point -- he was briefly jailed after a 2006 narcotics arrest -- he remained in regular communication with Fishman, Gordon and McConnell. Stranded in Upstate New York for 14 months as he completed a felony drug-court program, he found himself picking up the phone to call McConnell.
"Like, a lot," Anastasio recalls. "And he wasn't happy because the band had broken up. Yet I never got that. I would call him, and he would answer the phone, and we would talk. I can't even say how much I care about that man."
"I guess in my heart, I never actually believed that the band was over," explains McConnell.
In 2009, a rehabilitated Anastasio returned to the stage with the rest of Phish. There were some changes. The band members signed to a management company, Red Light, to liberate themselves of the pressure of overseeing a staff. And they altered the culture. No more open bar. Not even a can of beer. There was no discussion about this. It just happened.
"I think everyone was relieved to stop having these huge scenes backstage," says McConnell. "It was just, you know, Trey's sober and do we really want a bunch of people drinking backstage?"
Even while the easy, loose-limbed sound of classic Phish sprang back to life, the revived band's prankster glee seemed to swell in scope and ambition. Lighting master Chris Kuroda handled a rig that grew so large it couldn't always fit into arenas. At a show in 2009, Fishman was shot out of a cannon. In 2017, Phish played 13 Madison Square Garden concerts in a row (now known as "The Baker's Dozen") in which not a single song was repeated and a special doughnut was distributed to everyone in the audience. In 2018, a Halloween show turned into the debut of Kasvot Vaxt, an alter ego band of white-suited Scandinavian '80s-synth enthusiasts, with an entire set of new songs written just for the gig.

At Phish's New Year's Eve gig at Madison Square Garden in 2019, the band sent dozens of doppelgangers of its own members onstage. (Rene Huemer)


But there was only one way for Phish to maintain the organic, improvisational sound that fans fell in love with while carrying out its ever more theatrical visions.
The mandate was to allow the musicians to remain in the moment, plucking jams out of thin air, and not let them get distracted by the cues involved with sending a giant drone whale soaring over the crowd or an all-male kick line in flesh-tone bodysuits dancing onto the stage in time for the closing chords of "Carini."
Phish could only achieve this by shifting even more power to the band's in-house control freak: Anastasio.
His wife, Sue, calls him the "relentless communicator." He is the one who bonds the disparate figures who handle everything including sound, lighting, production and design in the Phish universe. Anastasio has a mantra, "Teams win," that he repeats more than 10 times in a two-hour interview. He also peppers the conversation with an endless list of names (Garry ... Abbey ... Chris ... Amy ... "the French guys at Moment Factory" ... and of course Page, Mike and Fish) of people who deserve credit.
But ultimately, he concedes, this is not a democracy. Having one leader with never-ending energy is how you launch three major production-number set pieces in 18 months while also playing the Sphere and recording a new album.
"There was a time when we started doing these New Year's gigs, where we'd all four be together, and all the management would all sit in a room and have multiple meetings of all of us, and eventually that kind of wore down to just Trey taking that on himself," says McConnell. "If there was something that was really major, we would all discuss it together. But most of these things are just details, you know what I mean?"
The Sphere run started with a conversation at a Rangers game with James Dolan, the chief executive of Madison Square Garden, where Phish has played 83 times (more than Elton John, less than Billy Joel), and the mastermind behind the new Vegas venue.

At an Earth Day show in April 2022, Phish transformed Madison Square Garden into an underwater seascape. (Rene Huemer)


There was initially talk of Phish going in first. But after U2 ultimately opened the venue in September, Anastasio and Holmes went to see the gig.
A longtime fan, Anastasio admired the way U2 commanded the arena. But he knew the Phish gig would have to be different. Take those hero shots of Bono and the Edge, looming large on the LED wrap as they strutted the stage.
"It suited Bono because he is that kind of star," says Anastasio. "But that's not me. I don't do that. And same with Edge. There's one song where he just rocks into the camera. He steps forward and he's 800 feet high on the wall. I'm not going to do that."
So what would he do? Holmes asked him early on.

U2 performs at the opening night of its Sphere residency on Sept. 29. (Kevin Mazur/Getty Images)


"I said, 'What do you think this is? Do you think this is one of those New Year's productions or is this a Phish show in a great new environment?'" she recalls. "And his thought is that it's a Phish show in a great new environment. And so that's sort of how we framed thinking about all of the creative choices we've made. We wanted to absolutely make the most out of the room and also support Phish doing what Phish does best."
Obviously, there would have to be four different sets for the four nights. That was barely a discussion. Sure, it would have been a lot easier for Holmes and the tech folks if they could stick to the same 20-song set list each night. But that would be like telling Jackson Pollock to paint poodle portraits.
"What won't let us repeat a set is the fact that we don't want to," says McConnell. "We want to keep it fresh for ourselves and fresh for everybody else."
Kuroda, the light master, would be on hand to work with Holmes. But Phish's usual rig wouldn't fit into the Sphere. And then there was the challenge of the sound.
At the U2 show, Anastasio was struck by how mono the mix was, as if all the speakers were crammed together, booming from the small stage on which the band performed. He discovered that there was a reason for this: The Sphere's shape spawns reverberations that make it difficult to effect a true stereo sound without creating bounces and delays that would distract people on one side or the other. But Anastasio recognized it wasn't inherent to the venue's sound system. When he went to see the short Darren Aronofsky sci-fi film that screens regularly in the space with a different setup, he was impressed by the acoustics.
Enter veteran Phish sound man Garry Brown. With the help of the Sphere staff, he crafted a miniaturized version of the venue in Rock Lititz, Phish's regular rehearsal space in central Pennsylvania.
"I don't know what limitations U2 put on themselves, but obviously with them being the first one in the building, it was a learning experience," says Brown. "With my mini-Sphere, I could technically go in, sit in Section 201, which is all the way left, you know, far away, all the way over. And I could technically sit there and place the instruments where I felt they could work. And then I could move around to 13 different seats in the venue digitally, to see if what I was doing was working. And so I've created a soundscape that is a lot wider than what U2 did."
For Anastasio, the Vegas gigs will offer a chance to experiment with a new venue packed with sonic and visual opportunities. But then, having achieved mastery over the Sphere, Phish will happily put it in the past. This summer, the band will move on to multiple dates in Mansfield, Mass.; East Troy, Wis.; and the four-day Mondegreen Festival in the Woodlands of Dover, Del.
And Anastasio has his own visions yet to fulfill for those shows. He is always happiest with the one he just completed.
"I thought the Mexico shows [in February] were just crushing in terms of music," he says. "Just the music itself. I know bands always say, 'Well, our last shows were the best shows,' and most of the time they're lying. I'm actually not."
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A tricky father-daughter play about being wrong for the right reasons
In "Sunset Baby" at Anacostia Playhouse, a long-imprisoned father confronts a daughter and his past.
By Trey Graham | 2024-04-11

DeJeanette Horne as Kenyatta in "Sunset Baby." (Trixie Zhang)


Memory is famously a trickster: We explain ourselves to ourselves until the stories become true, sometimes in defiance of the facts. Which isn't to say that Nina, the seethingly resentful heroine of "Sunset Baby" at the Anacostia Playhouse, hasn't got reasons to be petty when her long-imprisoned father, Kenyatta, turns up unexpectedly at the door of her shabby walk-up. He's looking for mementos of the mother Nina has all too recently buried; once she's over the shock of this near-stranger's appearance, she'll be looking for answers to questions knottier than a simple, "Why now?"
It's plenty to build a play on, but this one is from Dominique Morisseau, lyrical chronicler of hard modern realities, so there's plenty more: Kenyatta (DeJeanette Horne) was jailed decades earlier for an armored-car heist, a crime he'll describe as largely political, part of the Black Power revolution that he and Nina's mother were faithful soldiers in before he got sent away and she spiraled into addiction. Nina (Tierra Burke), named for the musical sorceress whose songs so indelibly scored that era of struggle, works a game of her own, tag-teaming with her romantic partner, Damon (Shawn Sebastian Naar), in a multilayered street hustle that has nothing to do with sociopolitical ideology and everything to do with stacking up cash. And, like Kenyatta, Damon has a kid for whom he can't be a full-time father to -- a reality that can't help but get under the skin of a woman raised by one parent unraveling in the other's absence.
To all this, add a stack of letters from Nina's mother, written during her father's confinement but never mailed -- letters willed to Nina, letters that scholars of the revolution are already pestering her about, letters that publishers will pay top dollar for, letters that reveal ... what? That mystery helps drive the action of "Sunset Baby," but it's not really among Morisseau's central concerns. More at issue: At what cost comes commitment to a cause? Can we ever really do right by one another when fighting the system demands breaking the rules? And who's to be trusted when everyone's a player?

Shawn Sebastian Naar as Damon and Tierra Burke as Nina. (Trixie Zhang)


Morisseau, a MacArthur "genius grant" fellow whose credits include an acclaimed trilogy interrogating pivotal moments in her Detroit hometown, as well as the book for a hit musical about the Temptations, knows that personal complexity enlivens historical inquiries, and even in this early effort ("Sunset Baby" was first staged in London in 2012), she writes with both poetry and melody in her fingers, so the cast of Deidra LaWan Starnes's staging at the Anacostia Playhouse is called on to navigate tricky territories. Kenyatta speaks into a camcorder now and again, capturing admissions of uncertainty and arguments about intent in staccato confessions meant for Nina, though he can't articulate them when the two come face to face. Naturalistic exchanges butt up against arguments framed in heightened language, which makes for a few uneasily calibrated moments, and onstage energy levels could be better balanced among the three performers, especially as stories are getting framed and stakes are getting set in the early going.
Once everyone's in the same gear, though, the characters do connect -- in ways both surprising and predictable, with results that may not quite be gratifying, but that represent at least a marginally happier end than you might expect.
Memories, it turns out for Nina and her mother and their two flawed men, can be shaped and shaped again, even decades after they've hardened into implacable resentments. And as they all reach something like a workable resolution, this intimate, intelligent production, playing out on a stage in a city where the guns and drugs can seem as pervasive as the politics and economics, comes to feel not just relevant but also pointedly timely. Impressive, that, and dispiriting, too.
Sunset Baby, through April 28 at the Anacostia Playhouse, 2020 Shannon Pl. SE, Washington. About 90 minutes without intermission. anacostiaplayhouse.org.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/theater/2024/04/11/sunset-baby-anacostia-review/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'Housekeeping for Beginners': A messy look at class divisions in Macedonia
Goran Stolevski's chaotic "Housekeeping for Beginners" hurls us into a maelstrom of arguments, lies and complex family ties.
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-04-11

Dzada Selim stars as Mia and Anamaria Marinca as Dita in director Goran Stolevski's "Housekeeping for Beginners." (Viktor Irvin Ivanov/Focus Features)


It's hard to fault Goran Stolevski's "Housekeeping for Beginners" for being chaotic and miserable. That's the mood he's after -- and he captures it with such assurance that the film is a tough watch.
Stolevski, a Macedonian who emigrated to Australia as a child, explores the bond between outcasts exiled from the culture at large. Our setting is Skopje, the capital of North Macedonia, just a quick drive from Shutka, the country's largest community of the traditionally nomadic people known as Romani or Roma. Here, on this border between cultures, an empathetic but exhausted social worker named Dita (Anamaria Marinca) has begrudgingly turned her home into a crash pad where she shelters three teenagers, played by Sara Klimoska, Rozafa Celaj and Ajse Useini.
The other adults in her house -- Suada (Alina Serban), Dita's Romani girlfriend, and Toni (Vladimir Tintor), a gay man who works the night shift at an asylum -- don't help with the bills. But they do contribute to the noise. Suada comes with two daughters from previous relationships, troubled ninth-grader Vanesa (Mia Mustafa) and 5-year-old spitfire Mia (Dzada Selim), and Toni cycles through young hookups. His new boyfriend is a homeless 19-year-old named Ali (first-time actor Samson Selim, fantastic) who, surprisingly enough, is the closest thing the place has to a calming influence. Ali spends his first night straightening the crooked art on the walls.

Mia Mustafa as Vanesa in "Housekeeping for Beginners." (Focus Features)


We're supposed to pick up on the fact that Dita's house, which she inherited, is uncommonly large, but the claustrophobic cinematography sticks so close to the actors, it's hard to see past their faces to the furniture. Naturally, it's impossible to find silence or keep secrets; scene after scene climaxes with someone cursing and storming away. The rare moments of lightness are a welcome relief, say when Suada and Ali crack jokes about the horse exorcists and vampire hunters they knew back in Shutka. They're relieved they've escaped, and when the film finally goes outside to visit Suada's mom, we see why.
Dita's roommates are united by being either Romani, queer, punk or all three. By proximity, they're embedded in one another's lives. (There's only one working bathroom.) Yet their ties are fragile. In Macedonia, being gay isn't criminal, it's just not publicly done. But it is illegal for the queer couples to wed or adopt children. Ali, whom Mia comes to rely on like a sibling, figures he'll eventually leave to marry a woman. And he and the others are tempted to flee to any country in the European Union. Except Malta, which Ali snobbishly jokes is like Italy's vomit.
Everyone limps along in a class system that ranks Toni, a Macedonian, above Dita, an ethnic Albanian, and forces the Romani characters to the bottom. If it's not apparent who is what, Stolevski muddles things more by casting talented leads who aren't from either place to begin with. (Tintor is Serbian; Marinca, Romanian.) We eventually catch up. But these divisions matter -- and become terrifying hurdles when Suada, who is terminally ill, forces Dita to mother Vanesa and Mia -- and, if possible, rebrand her orphaned girls as Macedonian. Suada handles her fate with such aggravating, mulish, relentless, impossible-to-be-around rage that, at the risk of sounding uncharitable, it's a relief when she exits after the first act.
Stolevski hurls us into the story and hopes that we'll catch on to these social intricacies. He wants us to acknowledge that while Dita's home is hot-tempered and loud, her co-workers' closed-mindedness and Shutka's hardscrabble desperation are worse. Compared with the alternatives, he insists -- and we come to mostly agree -- this maelstrom is actually an oasis worth defending. (Only Vanesa, in the overconfident flush of early teenagerdom, claims she'd be happy to move back into her mother's old shack and get married, like, now.) The film toys with conformity. If Stolevski's country claims to value the heterosexual nuclear family over all, he'll force his characters into a facsimile of it -- fake certificates, fake rings, fake happiness -- and then ask again if that's the right choice.
The film strengthens as these complexities emerge from the confusion. By the end, we've soaked up something of modern Macedonia and had our own cultural standards put to the rack: Are we rooting for a teenager to keep dating a 40-something man? Would we give a 14-year-old a cigarette to keep the peace? Compared with the shrieking alternative, the uncomfortable answer is ... maybe?
R. At area theaters. Language throughout, some teen drinking and sexual content. In Macedonian, Romani and Albanian, with subtitles. 107 minutes.
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Scammers are having a cultural moment. Why are we so obsessed with them? 
From Anna Delvey to Tom Ripley, con artists have a hold on the popular imagination. What makes them so captivating as characters?
By Esther Zuckerman | 2024-04-11

Matt Damon in Anthony Minghella's "The Talented Mr. Ripley." (Shutterstock)


"New Anna Delvey just dropped."
That's what a friend posted in a Slack channel recently upon reading about a New York City promoter associated with an archipelago of buzzy restaurants and bars, who had been sued for allegedly pocketing the money of people who thought they were his investors.
It was a particularly good example of the specific kind of excitement that spreads through chats and DMs when it appears there's a new con artist on the horizon. From the aforementioned Delvey, a.k.a. Anna Sorokin, the fake heiress shacking up at the finest hotels, to disgraced congressman George Santos, spending campaign funds on Botox, there's something delectable about consuming the details of a grift -- especially when there's an aura of glamour around it.
You could say that scammers have been having a pop cultural moment of late. From the disastrous Fyre Festival impresario Billy McFarland to Theranos founder Elizabeth Holmes and her faulty medical devices to crypto bro fraudster Sam Bankman-Fried, it feels like we've been inundated with these stories. But the con artist has long had a hold on the popular imagination. How else to explain the arrival of another iteration of everyone's favorite fictional con man, Tom Ripley?

Anna Delvey during her Fashion Week party in September in Manhattan. (Calla Kessler for The Washington Post)


Steven Zaillian's "Ripley," the latest adaptation of Patricia Highsmith's 1955 novel "The Talented Mr. Ripley," was released on Netflix last week. This one stars Irish actor Andrew Scott as the title character, who is recruited by the wealthy father of Dickie Greenleaf (Johnny Flynn) to bring his dilettante son home from Italy. Given that the story is over a half-century old, it is no spoiler to say that Tom takes the elder Greenleaf's money and eventually ends up murdering Dickie and assuming his identity in Rome.
This, of course, is far from the first time Ripley has been depicted in pop culture. Perhaps most famously, Matt Damon played the character as a youthful beauty in Anthony Minghella's 1999 film "The Talented Mr. Ripley." Before that, the French heartthrob Alain Delon took on the role in 1960's "Purple Noon." Elsewhere, John Malkovich, who makes an appearance in the Netflix show, was Ripley in the 2002 "Ripley's Game," a take on one of Highsmith's later Ripley novels. Tom has also been portrayed over the years by Dennis Hopper and Barry Pepper.
So why do we keep adapting this mid-century novel? Zaillian said it goes back to Highsmith's text, which she wrote from Tom's point of view. "He has these traits that I think we all relate to," the director said in a phone interview. "He has aspirations, envy, pride, desires, the same things that we all have and that we try to keep in check. He's not able to keep them in check, and that's where the story leads."
Zaillian's assessment gets at the enduring appeal of the con man, and why it's so easy to get a little thrill when a "new Anna Delvey drops." These characters, be they real or fictional, are relatable. Almost.
For the comedian Laci Mosley, whose "Scam Goddess" podcast, in which she digs into scams new and old, is the subject of an upcoming book, the cultural attraction to scammers is twofold. "I think that people are curious about people who have the audacity to create rules of their own and exist in a reality that is essentially something that they have dreamed up for themselves and works for them," she said.

Andrew Scott stars in Netflix's "Ripley," which premiered this month. (Netflix via AP)


But also, she added, people are fearful of being scammed -- which contributes to the fascination. That explains the recent virality of a New York magazine story in which a writer admitted to falling for a scam call. Other recent films have tapped into the nightmare of being at the opposite end of a grifter: In the Jason Statham thriller "The Beekeeper," the hero goes on a rampage after his landlady falls for a phishing scheme. Meanwhile, in the upcoming comedy "Thelma," June Squibb becomes an elderly action hero after she falls for a phone scam.
In a 1988 profile of Highsmith in the New York Times Magazine, journalist Joan Dupont tried to identify the appeal of the Ripley novels. "The mystery is in the protagonist's mind, his makeup," Dupont wrote. "We sympathize with him and hope he will not be found out. Often, he isn't. Life may even get better for him, as it does for the gentleman forger and occasional murderer Tom Ripley, the protagonist of four novels, who lives the life of a country squire on his estate near Fontainebleau."
In real life, there seem to be two tiers of grifters. Some are essentially amusing. Delvey, for instance, has been embraced by the same New York society set she tried to con her way into. In September, she co-hosted a fashion show for the designer Shao Yang at the East Village apartment building where she is under house arrest. (She was aided by celebrity publicist Kelly Cutrone.) Those she defrauded are still angry. Her former friend Rachel DeLoache Williams, who lost $62,000 to Delvey's schemes, is trying to sue Netflix over her portrayal in the series "Inventing Anna," arguing that the show presents "Sorokin's brazen willingness to lie, cheat and steal her way past supposedly unjust obstacles rooted in bureaucracy, ageism and sexism as admirable." Others now see Delvey as a folk hero with a chic ankle bracelet.
Then there are the scammers the public abhors. Theranos founder Elizabeth Holmes, for example, was met with scorn when she attempted to reinvent herself as "Liz" in the New York Times, ditching her famously deep voice and framing herself as a maternal figure, before starting her prison sentence. That's because her grift was cruel rather than merely materialistic. Her official crime was fraud, but she also toyed with people's lives.
Naturally, both Holmes and Delvey have already been the subject of TV shows, too.

Rep. George Santos (R-N.Y.) arrives to speak about the House Ethics Committee report and potential expulsion from Congress during a news conference on Capitol Hill in November. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Of course, fiction gives audiences permission to root for con men even when the crimes are serious. Take, for instance, Emerald Fennell's Ripley-infused movie "Saltburn," which became a viral sensation last year. The film ends with its middle-class-striver protagonist Oliver (Barry Keoghan) having systematically dispatched the rich Catton family and taken over their family estate. When he dances, naked, through the halls, his triumph is cathartic even if Fennell doesn't exactly celebrate him. There's a reason the song in those final beats, Sophie Ellis-Bextor's "Murder on the Dancefloor," has had such a revival. It's fun to emulate Keoghan's movements -- there's dastardly wish-fulfillment afoot.
Tom Ripley is also a murderer, a fact that the new series doesn't gloss over. (The scenes of him trying to dispose of corpses are extended and brutal. Turns out it's hard to cover up a killing.) But Zaillian said he doesn't see Ripley as a psychopath. "I thought he was, in many ways, a normal person who goes too far with the things he wants or the things he needs," the director said.
We're taught to think of con artists as abnormal -- after all, they operate outside the boundaries of socially acceptable behavior. But it's the normalcy of their desires that draws us back to them again and again. Scott's Ripley demonstrates this perfectly. He's older and a little more faded than Damon or Delon were when they played the character, less defined by the glint in his eye than the exhaustion we all feel. His wants are simple: He wants a beautiful home. He wants art. He wants friendship.

Elizabeth Holmes leaves federal court in San Jose in 2019. (Michael Short/Bloomberg)


"I think Ripley represents the con artist in the most interesting, complex, purest form," said documentarian Yon Motskin, creator of HBO Max's scammer series "Generation Hustle." "It has nothing to do with money. It's about identity and class." Ripley, yes, covets some of the things Dickie has, but it's less about possession of those things than it is about rising above his lot in life, which is otherwise dreary.
"It's the bastardization of the American Dream," Motskin added. "Like, 'Well, I can't get there myself so I'm going to go and pretend to be somebody and probably then eventually commit crimes and maybe even kill somebody to get there.'"
The scammer -- real or invented -- puts the audience in a moral quandary. Can we identify with them even as we root for their downfall? Apparently: The dream is to spend just a moment living with their lack of shame. "For me, scamming is all about having people have fun before the fall," Mosley said.
So when a new Delvey drops or a new Ripley adaptation premieres, we tune in.
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'The Greatest Hits': Save your time
A time-travel romance falls victim to generic characters and clunky dialogue in "The Greatest Hits."
By Ty Burr | 2024-04-11

Lucy Boynton in "The Greatest Hits." (Merie Weismiller Wallace/Searchlight Pictures)


You know how a pop song from a moment in your past can bring that moment back to life in colors, smells, memories and emotions? "The Greatest Hits" takes that idea and literalizes it right into the ground.
The film is one of those romantic fantasies that enlists time travel as the primary obstacle keeping two people from getting together. Make that one of the obstacles; the others in "The Greatest Hits" are the heroine's growing collection of vinyl records and her habit of wearing noise-canceling headphones wherever she goes. The course of true love never did run smooth.
Harriet (Lucy Boynton) is mourning the loss of her boyfriend Max (David Corenswet) in a car crash that also delivered a bonk to her noggin that allows her to whoosh back in time -- but only when she hears a song that triggers a moment the couple had together. Thus the headphones; otherwise, the tunes streaming from supermarket speakers and other people's car radios would have her constantly yo-yoing back and forth between then and now. The records she's obsessively collecting are an effort to find the one song that might give her a chance to alter events and keep Max alive.
Does any of this make sense? Of course not. Time-travel romantic fantasy movies never make sense, and when they're done right, that's the source of their idiot charm. 2006's "The Lake House," which involves Keanu Reeves, Sandra Bullock and a magic mailbox, is a personal gold standard in this regard.
Complicating matters is that Harriet has met a cute guy at a grief counseling support group -- that sentence alone announces we're in Los Angeles -- and is hesitant to open up and tell him about the whole trying-to-change-the-flow-of-history thing. David, who has lost both parents to either separate illnesses or just plain carelessness, is played by Justin H. Min, a likable actor who was the sensitive android of the little-seen "After Yang" (2022), a movie that you would be strongly advised to watch instead of this one.

Justin H. Min and Lucy Boynton star in "The Greatest Hits." (Merie Weismiller Wallace/Searchlight Pictures)


What would it take to make "The Greatest Hits" work? For one thing, a music-rights budget that allowed for songs an average filmgoer might recognize, rather than tracks from the back 40 of Spotify or a disco remix of Roxy Music's "To Turn You On." For another, a script that avoids dialogue clunkers like "There's a reason that in some languages, the word for love and the word for suffering is the same." (I Googled it -- didn't find any.) Shopworn supporting stereotypes like the heroine's sassy gay Black friend (Austin Crute) don't help.
The prime offender, though, is writer-director Ned Benson's inability to create three-dimensional characters, or even believable two-dimensional ones. Harriet is apparently a record producer, but we only know that from one dated reference to Alan Parsons and a brief scene of her telling singer Nelly Furtado to "add a little more compression on the drums"; otherwise, she's an attractive blank space that Boynton strains too hard to fill in. The dead boyfriend, Max, is even more generic -- a genial himbo with all the flavor of a catalogue model.
Benson made a stir with his debut, a three-film project called "The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby" (2014) that looked at a relationship from his, her and their points of view. His belated follow-up, by contrast, has barely enough personality for one. But he gets points for including the dreadful Kars4Kids jingle as one of the audio jogs that sends Harriet tumbling back in time -- for a brief moment, the rest of "The Greatest Hits" seems much less irritating in comparison.
PG-13. Streaming on Hulu. Drug use, strong language and suggestive material. 94 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'The Beast': If at first you don't succeed, live, live again
Lea Seydoux and George MacKay play star-crossed lovers, sort of, in "The Beast," a tale of fatalistic reincarnation.
By Michael O'Sullivan | 2024-04-11

Lea Seydoux in "The Beast." (Janus Films)


The film "The Beast" is a Russian nesting doll of genres: a belle epoque romance set inside a contemporary serial-killer thriller set inside a dystopian sci-fi drama. The last of these three storylines -- which acts as this uncategorizable French film's framing device -- takes place in the year 2044, after a soulless artificial intelligence has taken over all aspects of life in the wake of civil war. ("Do you want to relive the events of 2025?" someone asks.)
Human emotion is now anathema to our machine overlords, suppressed by visits to "purification centers" that reduce extremes of feeling to a middle ground, via treatment that erases both past-life trauma and joys. A large needle is inserted into the ear canal, somehow smoothing over the highs and lows of memory. In this film's worldview, past-life memories form a kind of DNA, carried over to the next incarnation.
At least, that's how it's said to work, in writer-director Bertrand Bonello's audaciously trippy (and very, very loose) adaptation of "The Beast in the Jungle," a 1903 novella by Henry James about obsession and destiny that in this telling morphs into a tale of fatalistic reincarnation. If at first you don't succeed, live, live again.
Bonello's film jumps between three timelines: 1910 Paris, the year of a massive flood of the Seine River; 2014 Southern California, the year a young man named Elliot Rodger killed six people and injured 14 others in what he called "retribution" for his failure to connect with women; and the aforementioned future, in an unspecified and nondescript locale. All three stories revolve around a woman and a man: Gabrielle (Lea Seydoux) and Louis (George MacKay), who pop up in different guises over time, but whose interactions are all characterized by a feeling of dread that Gabrielle can't shake.

George MacKay and Lea Seydoux in "The Beast." (Janus Films)


In James's novella, that unsettling premonition was the metaphorical beast. Here, it's unclear whether it's that or simply the pain of being alive, compounded by all our histories.
In the Parisian story, Louis is a debonair Englishman who sweeps Gabrielle, a pianist, off her feet behind the back of her doll-maker husband (Martin Scali). (Increasingly high-tech dolls feature prominently in each of the threads, culminating in lifelike androids.) In the California story, he's back as a thinly veiled version of Rodger, reciting his manifesto of misogyny into the lens of his smartphone, using language lifted verbatim from the real killer's screed. Soon Louis has targeted Gabrielle, an aspiring actress, who seems to recognize him and, against all reason, still loves him from before. In the 2044 setting, the two cross paths at a purification center, before meeting again at a dance club whose name changes nightly, depending on the year or era from which the night's retro playlist has been curated: the 1970s one night, 1962 the next. Its red-curtained interior is presided over by a creepy, David Lynchian bartender.
That's not the only genre reference. On a superficial level, "The Beast" puts a cocktail shaker full of cinematic tropes into a blender and hits puree. Although the film can be talky and didactic at times, Seydoux and MacKay sell the high concept, generating a real erotic charge just by touching hands. Later, an underwater scene set in Gabrielle's husband's flooded doll factory is gorgeously surreal. The 2014 segment builds toward a suspenseful home invasion climax, albeit one in which both main characters seem untethered to reality.
You might feel that way, too. Like tectonic plates in the earthquake that punctuates that California-set chapter, Bonello's narrative slips and slides, making the very premise on which the movie stands -- along with the two main characters -- shaky ground indeed.
It's canny of Bonello to incorporate real elements -- the Great Flood of Paris, the misguided anger of the incel underground, fears of AI run amok -- along with the fantastical. Sometimes, though, he's a little too heavy-handed with symbolism: Pigeons materialize indoors throughout the story, an omen of death, we're told. And musical references, whether in the soundtrack or the screenplay, are often too on the nose: the atonal modernism of Arnold Schoenberg; the operatic despair of "Madama Butterfly"; balanced by the swooning, borderline cheesy romanticism of Roy Orbison's "Evergreen."
The song is playing at the end of this strange film, a finish that comes not with traditional closing credits but with an on-screen QR code so that you can take the names home with you on your phone. Somehow, it all manages to be both confusing and compelling, romantic and cerebral. Call it bizarre, as Gabrielle says to Louis when the two find themselves in their favorite, now inexplicably empty, nightclub. Yes, it is bizarre, Louis agrees. But, he adds, in an unintentional assessment of the film itself, that's not necessarily a bad thing.
Unrated. At Landmark's E Street Cinema. Contains violence, some strong language, sexual situations and painted nudes. In French and some English with subtitles. 146 minutes.
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Museum fires employee for hanging up his own artwork
The Munich museum took down the piece and banned the employee -- but other budding artists, including Banksy, have adopted a similarly avant-garde approach.
By Kelsey Ables | 2024-04-11

The Pinakothek der Moderne art museum in Munich in 2021. (Hannes Magerstaedt/Getty Images)


Employers love a self-starter -- but when a worker with lofty ambitions decided to mount his own piece at an art museum in Munich this year, his efforts were not appreciated by his superiors.
The technical employee was fired from the Pinakothek der Moderne after he surreptitiously hung his approximately 2-by-4-foot drawing in the institution's modern art collection in late February, spokesperson Tine Nehler said by email.
His piece would have briefly joined works from Pablo Picasso and German expressionist Ernst Ludwig Kirchner in the museum's expansive collection, though the maverick draftsman's debut did not exactly draw acclaim.
"As a result of this incident, he has been banned from the museum until further notice, and his employment will not be continued," Nehler said, adding that the work was taken down "at short notice." It was not clear how long it remained on view.
Nehler described the museum's displays as carefully curated. "It is no fun to simply hang one's own work as a 'disruptor,'" she said.
She acknowledged that employees may have a "high level of identification with their place of work" but said they "must comply with security concepts and must not jeopardize valuable cultural assets."
The Pinakothek der Moderne did not identify the worker in question or comment on the quality of his work.
German police are investigating the man for property damage -- he drilled holes in the wall to hang the drawing. He said he hoped it would be his "artistic breakthrough," German media reported.
This avant-garde approach to making it in the art world isn't without precedent.
There is a long history of artists supporting their endeavors by working in museums. So many creatives take museum jobs that several institutions, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Frick Collection in New York City, have even staged shows featuring their employees' work.
Dan Flavin, a minimalist known for his fluorescent light installations, dedicated multiple works to people he met while employed as a guard and in the mailroom at museums in New York. Sol LeWitt, known for his instruction-based wall drawings, said in a 1994 interview discussing his time working at MoMA -- which included selling books -- that he was in the right place at the right time: "If I hadn't been working here ... it may not have clicked."
At least one museum has had a positive reaction to an unsolicited addition to its display. After Danai Emmanouilidis added her painting to an exhibit at the Bundeskunsthalle in Bonn, it hung there undetected for the rest of the exhibition. When the museum discovered this in October last year, it posted on social media in German: "We think this is funny and would like to get to know the artist. So get in touch! There will be no trouble."
The Munich museum worker, however, might have been channeling an even more famous artist.
Before the street artist Banksy became a household name, they smuggled artworks into some of the world's most famous museums, including the Tate Britain, the Metropolitan Museum of Art and MoMA.
When NPR asked Banksy in 2005 for the reasoning behind the stunts, the artist replied simply that the paintings "were quite good."
"I thought, you know, put them in a gallery. Otherwise, they would just sit at home and no one would see them," the artist said.
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A play with a crude title shows how language plays tricks on us
"Webster's Bitch" at Keegan Theatre looks inside the creation of dictionary definitions.
By Chris Klimek | 2024-04-10

From left, Fabiolla Da Silva, Irene Hamilton and Andres F. Roa in "Webster's Bitch" at Keegan Theatre. (Cameron Whitman)


There's a certain symmetry to the fact that a newish play bearing a title some outlets have deemed too spicy to print or say is about the malleable nature of language itself.
"Webster's Bitch," a rich if not yet fully conjugated workplace dramedy from playwright Jacqueline Bircher, had its world premiere at Connecticut's Playhouse on Park last year and now arrives at the Keegan Theatre. It follows two generations of lexicographers (plus one fidgety visitor) through an eventful evening at the headquarters of Webster's Dictionary. As the office opens, its two junior staffers are on deadline to complete their weekly online update. "New definitions every Friday!" one of them chirps, which, to certain constituencies -- stressed-out dictionary-revisers, anyone over the age of 40 -- might sound like a threat.
The incident that escalates ordinary ticking-clock stress to existential calamity is a hot-mic gaffe by Webster's editor in chief, caught on video at a Yale University conference referring to his long-serving deputy as "my bitch."
Some 40 miles down Interstate 95, in Webster's Stamford offices -- the sticky-noted, card-catalogued, page-proof-wallpapered set is by Matthew J. Keenan and Cindy Landrum Jacobs -- the shock waves ripple up through the generations. It's Extremely Online Gen Z-er Ellie (impish Irene Hamilton), making a nuisance of herself while waiting for big sister Gwen (Fabiolla Da Silva) to finish work and take her for drinks, who spots the video trending on Twitter. (The play is set in 2019, allowing Bircher to avoid both the pandemic's upheaval of white-collar culture and Elon Musk's erosion of that once-mighty social media platform.) Ellie shares the bombshell with Gwen and Nick (Andres F. Roa), the office's other millennial, both of whom panic over how Joyce, their superior and the subject of that careless remark, will respond.
Gwen, the more aggrieved of the pair, is sharp enough to recognize that this scandal threatens not only the superannuated career of their boss's boss -- appropriately named Frank -- but also the credibility of their entire enterprise. That's because Webster's definition of the offending word, unlike those proffered by competitors like the Oxford English Dictionary, elides the sense of mastery in which the loose-lipped Frank used it. When Joyce (a wry Sheri S. Herren) learns from the youngs about what went down, she puts her duties ahead of her feelings and orders Gwen and Nick to start revising their definition of the b-word, pronto.

Da Silva plays Gwen, who works at Webster's. (Cameron Whitman)


The versatility of that contested epithet has always been part of its appeal. It has the monosyllabic blunt-force effect of all the best curses, but so many contextual variations that -- to cite one example not referenced in Bircher's script -- the 1971 Rolling Stones song "Bitch" wouldn't even make a list of the band's most unabashedly sexist recordings, while Meredith Brooks's 1997 hit "Bitch" embraces and reclaims the word in its gendered-insult sense.
Bircher's writing is at its most perceptive, and Da Silva's and Roa's performances at their most persuasive, when Gwen and Nick are competing over who can compile more definitions and usages of the word the fastest, and cite 10 examples for each. More than once, Gwen is compelled to point out that it was Nick, not her, who handled the contested word's most recent revision. After a one-on-one meeting with Joyce doesn't go her way, Gwen launches into a monologue elucidating how her competence and work ethic are taken for granted by her better-paid peers. It would be more effective still if Da Silva's performance as Gwen didn't seem to be foreshadowing that eruption from the instant we meet her.
Herren's Joyce is a more nuanced and dimensional character, but she's also getting more help from Bircher's script: Only Joyce really gets to surprise us, revealing how a woman of a prior generation found a way to survive the same indignities to which she now subjects Gwen. Abuse begets abuse, tragically.
Like poor Gwen, Bircher's play is ambitious in a way that makes success more elusive. What at first looks to be a simple workplace farce morphs into something more curious and observant, particularly once Frank (Timothy H. Lynch) makes his entrance a full hour into the show, long after anyone who didn't spot his name in the program will have assumed he shall, like Godot, remain forever delayed. Lynch is nuanced enough to make Frank a memorably self-loathing villain instead of a one-note stooge, which ultimately makes the show more rewarding as a drama than as comedy.
Paradoxically, it's the way Bircher dips a toe into several rich pools of inquiry without ever diving into any one of them that left me convinced that she has yet to mine fully the potential of her own premise. Because office politics in general are a bitch. Salary opacity? You bet. Managerial gaslighting? The most virulent and ruinous example of all.
At one point, Gwen boasts about the record number of usages/contexts she documented for a single word: More than 120 for "go." Go, in the imperative usage, is still my advice regarding "Webster's Bitch," though, as with Gwen's and Nick's spilling-over inboxes, Bircher may yet discover more meanings through the alchemy of revision.
Webster's Bitch, through May 5 at the Keegan Theatre, 1742 Church St. NW, Washington. About 95 minutes with no intermission. keegantheatre.com.
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'Civil War' beholds the rockets' red glare but not real-world divisions
Alex Garland's lean, cruel film appeals to its broadest base by dodging specifics.
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-04-10

Kirsten Dunst plays a photojournalist in "Civil War." (Murray Close/A24)


The jaw-clenching, bullet-clanging thriller "Civil War" opens with a blurry image of the president of the United States of America. As the president moves into view, we can see he's played by Nick Offerman and can hear the speech he's practicing, vague platitudes about vanquishing the insurgents of California and Texas. But even as POTUS's face comes into focus, writer-director Alex Garland keeps him fuzzy. What are his politics? What could have possibly united blue California and red Texas against him? What year is it? I suspect Garland might answer that specifics are a distraction. No bloodbath is rational.
Early on in Garland's fourth movie, a bomb explodes in New York. In the eerie silence, a hard-bitten war photographer named Lee (Kirsten Dunst) dispassionately snaps photos of the fresh corpses. Behind her, a greenhorn named Jessie (Cailee Spaeny) takes photos of Lee taking photos of the dead, and behind Jessie, of course, are Garland and his cinematographer Rob Hardy filming images of both women. There are three lens-lengths of distance between these horrors and us bystanders curious to see the collapse of the United States.
Everyone in that chain would claim they're recording the brutality for our benefit. Lee admits she hoped ghastly images from her earlier career -- a montage of executions from other wars in other countries that flips by in eerily stunning slow motion -- would caution her own homeland to keep the peace. Clearly, that didn't work. Maybe Garland naively hopes the same, which is why he's avoided the real-world polarization behind this conflict so his gory warning will be watched by as many Americans as possible. Garland has stripped every background player of any demographic patterns of age, race, class, gender or beliefs. One fatal standoff is between two women of color who appear to be roughly the same age. There's no telling which side would want your allegiance (and, honestly, neither deserves it). The only word we recognize, a reference to Lee's landmark photographs of something called "the antifa massacre," rushes past so fast that only later do we realize Garland didn't give away whether the antifascists got slaughtered or did the slaughtering.

Cailee Spaeny and Wagner Moura in "Civil War." (Murray Close/A24)


Garland doesn't investigate how this war started, or how long it's been going on, or whether it's worth fighting. The film is, like Dunst's Lee and her longtime colleagues Joel (Wagner Moura) and Sammy (Stephen McKinley Henderson), coldly, deliberately incurious about the combatants and the victims. As Lee says, any moral questions about them should be asked by whoever is looking at her photos, but those theoretical observers don't factor into the film, either. (By contrast, this year's Oscar documentary winner "20 Days in Mariupol," also about photographers in a war zone, threw its narrative weight behind the desperation to get its powerful images out.) When we take in Dunst's weary gaze and welded-on grimace with the same dispassion Lee gives to her own subjects, we can't imagine the last time she let herself feel anything at all.
Yet the blinders Garland welds onto the story make it charge forward with gusto. This is a lean, cruel film about the ethics of photographing violence, a predicament any one of us could be in if we have a smartphone in our hand during a crisis. That's also a predicament that Garland and other big-idea, big-scare directors find themselves in when they want to tell a shocker about very bad things without overly enjoying their sadistic thrills. Garland's first three movies -- "Ex Machina," "Annihilation" and "Men" -- dug into artificial intelligence, environmental collapse and sexual aggression, some more compellingly than others. In "Civil War," any patriotic ideals about what this country once stood for never come up. The closest anyone comes to invoking democracy is a funny gag when a hotel concierge tells Lee that, given the sporadic blackouts, she has the freedom of choice between risking the elevator or climbing 10 flights of stairs.

Cailee Spaeny in "Civil War." (Murray Close/A24)


Most of the movie is spent embedded with Lee, Jessie, Joel and Sammy as their battered white van takes a circuitous route from Manhattan to Washington. The gang races their competitors for footage of the president. Over a soundtrack of anxious punk rock, we see the cost of nabbing the money shot: the bottles of vodka, the filthy clothes worn for days on end, the growing doubts that their press badges still offer protection. Garland has an obvious arc in mind: Jessie the rookie must shed her vulnerability (which Spaeny does, masterfully), while Lee the veteran must regain hers. But it's hard to buy Dunst's unflappable pro needing to be dragged around by the scruff of her bulletproof vest like a mewling kitten.
Occasionally, the film plays us for a fool. The trailers have made a fuss over a line where a rifle-wielding soldier (Jesse Plemons) asks the journalists, "What kind of Americans are you?" But in context, it turns out that the brute is asking Moura's Joel if he might be Central or South American. ("Florida," Joel replies.) The bully is actually "just" xenophobic -- a fake-out that feels like Garland is nervously changing the subject. Yet, more often, the film feels poetically, deeply true, even when it's suggesting that humans are more apt to tear one another apart for petty grievances than over a sincere defense of some kind of principles. In one dreamlike scene, the team is attacked by sniper fire at an abandoned winter carnival. No one knows who's shooting, a stranger in fatigues shrugs, as they duck behind plastic penguins and plaster Santa Clauses. We never will.
R. At area theaters. Contains strong violent content, bloody/disturbing images and language throughout. 109 minutes.
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The Hirshhorn took its modern art treasures out of the vault. It's a joy.
For the Hirshhorn Museum's 50th anniversary, "Revolutions" pulls out treasures of modern art from the collection.
By Kriston Capps | 2024-04-10

Installation view of "Revolutions: Art from the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," with Loie Hollowell's "Boob Wheel" (2019) at the center. (Rick Coulby/Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution )


The Hirshhorn's not like other museums in town. You'll rarely see a run of masterpieces to match an art history textbook like you'll find at the National Gallery of Art. The Hirshhorn doesn't trumpet the work of its namesake founder, the way that the Phillips Collection builds exhibitions around the vision of Duncan Phillips. And the Hirshhorn isn't a crystal-cool stage for a handful of elite artists, a la Glenstone.
No doubt, the Joseph H. Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden has a collection that can stand up to any of them. His gift to the Smithsonian Institution in 1966 comprised almost 6,000 paintings and sculptures by the 19th and 20th centuries' most vital artists -- a figure that doubled with a bequest of his remaining works upon his death in 1981.
But rarely is very much of it on view. Especially over the past decade or so, the museum has learned to love its Gordon Bunshaft-designed building, mounting ambitious installations that sometimes take up an entire minor arc of the Brutalist doughnut.
So the museum's 50th anniversary this year is an opportunity to step back and see the collection in its original light. A chance to look back on the collection's most important pictures, perhaps a moment to highlight new scholarship in art history or achievements in conservation. But the Hirshhorn's not like other museums in town -- and for its 50th birthday, the museum is throwing a bash.
"Revolutions: Art from the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960" is a delightful romp through the permanent collection, featuring a gobsmacking number of artworks. The first of three planned anniversary exhibitions, this one focuses on modernism in all its lights, exploring the period through a truly maximalist presentation of paintings and sculpture. Better than a greatest-hits exhibition, "Revolutions" remixes the museum's best B-sides and rarities, while still making a case about the long 20th century in art.

Installation view of "Revolutions," with Amoako Boafo's "Cobalt Blue Dress" (2020) at left and John Singer Sargent's "Mrs. Kate A. Moore" (1884). (Rick Coulby/Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution)


From Grandma Moses to Rashid Johnson, "Revolutions" spans a ludicrous range of painters. Right from the start, the show dials up the contrasts: The first works to greet viewers are a stately 1884 portrait by society painter John Singer Sargent hanging next to an electric 2020 portrait by Ghanaian star Amoako Boafo. Roughly speaking, these works could serve as chronological capstones for the Hirshhorn's collection. But there's something else to this pairing: It's an unlikely diptych that tees up the push-and-pull between figuration and abstraction that defines the collection -- and the century.
Curated by the Hirshhorn's Marina Isgro and Betsy Johnson, "Revolutions" is chockablock with artworks. More than 200 paintings, sculptures and drawings -- with the odd photograph thrown in, and a plan to rotate some artworks -- trace the flow of ideas from early modernism to the postwar era. That's a ton of work: For comparison, when the museum mounted a collection show in 2016, it included some 75 pieces.

The show is chronological-ish, with artworks winking at one another from across decades and continents. (Rick Coulby/Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution)


The first gallery alone showcases a couple dozen works, including a salon-style hang of portraits by the likes of Edouard Vuillard, Thomas Eakins and Mary Cassatt. The show is chronological-ish, with contemporary works (like Boafo's "Cobalt Blue Dress") sprinkled throughout to break the very light logic of the show's organization. The rooms have themes, but these are subordinate to the show's overall flow, which focuses on pairings and dialogues. Artworks wink at one another from across decades and continents, like the geometric Lakota beadwork painting by Dyani White Hawk from 2022 hanging amid constructivist compositions by Laszlo Moholy-Nagy and Nadia Leger originally made a century earlier.

Dyani White Hawk, "Untitled (Red and Orange)," 2022. Acrylic on canvas. (Rick Coulby/Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden/Gift of Akio Tagawa)



Stanton Macdonald-Wright, "Conception Synchromy," 1914. Oil on canvas. (Gift of Joseph H. Hirshhorn/Estate of Stanton Macdonald-Wright and Peyton Wright Gallery)


Contemporary selections such as Boafo and White Hawk emphasize and sometimes upend ideas in the collection. They're just infrequent enough in "Revolutions" that they pop like exclamation points. Loie Hollowell's three-dimensional painting "Boob Wheel" (2019) is an abstraction of the figure rooted in the artist's own pregnancy, adding a maternal element (and a shade of sex) to the gallery. Nathaniel Mary Quinn's "Literacy Lab" (2019), a multimedia piece that looks like three different drawings for an "exquisite corpse" -- in fact, it's just a single composition -- holds its own alongside two cubist paintings by Picasso.

Pablo Picasso, "Woman in a Hat (Marie-Therese Walter)," 1934. Oil on canvas. (Joseph H. Hirshhorn Bequest/Estate of Pablo Picasso/Artists Rights Society, New York)


While it's a busy painting show, sculpture takes center stage in "Revolutions," part of a concerted effort to put more shine on the museum's sculptural holdings, including the magnificent bronzes in the sculpture garden (currently undergoing a renovation). For the exhibit, the Hirshhorn has revived the light well, a vintage solution for displaying sculpture by placing works on an elevated podium under even, suspended lighting. These retro displays put a spotlight on works by Barbara Hepworth, Jean Arp, Max Ernst and more -- smaller sculptures that are easy to overlook in any setting. One of the most magical groupings in the show is a wall-size vitrine that features delicate suprematist marionettes by Aleksandra Exster, futurist flower sculptures by Giacomo Balla and a peerless dada painting by Sonia Delaunay.

The Hirshhorn has revived the light well, a vintage solution for displaying sculpture by placing works on an elevated podium under even, suspended lighting. (Rick Coulby/Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution)


Isgro and Johnson find a few chances within the permanent collection to rattle long-standing dogma in art history: for example, by hanging a 1945 painting by the mercurial and long-overlooked artist Janet Sobel that predates the remarkably similar 1949 piece by Jackson Pollock nearby. Throughout the show, the curators elevate marginalized voices without being pedantic about it. Mid-century works by Haitian artists Rigaud Benoit, Hector Hyppolite and Castera Bazile occupy the same kind of space as Willem de Kooning.

Flora Yukhnovich, "Lipstick, Lip Gloss, Hickeys Too," 2022. Oil on linen. (Rick Coulby/Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden/Gift of Iris and Adam Singer)


In some ways, the Hirshhorn of "Revolutions" is the one I want to visit over and over. There is far too much great work from the 20th century locked away in the vaults of collections like this one. Fernand Leger's "Nude on a Red Background" (1927) should never be put out of sight. And why condemn Balla's futurist flowers to wither in the dark? Yet dynamic new artworks such as Torkwase Dyson's "Bird and Lava #4" (2021) and Flora Yukhnovich's "Lipstick, Lip Gloss, Hickeys Too" (2022), shown in context with the entire collection, make the case that the central ideas animating the 20th century still have juice. History never ends and all that, but Isgro and Johnson are pressing a more specific point, that the Hirshhorn museum continues to trace the loops and echoes of the many modernisms Joseph Hirshhorn followed from the start.
Maybe the most surprising moment comes at the very beginning. Looking at the Boafo-Sargent pairing by the entrance, to the right and almost behind the viewer stands Constantin Brancusi's "Torso of a Young Man" (1924). A Futurist Manifesto-grade sculpture with this mega-wattage would normally hold pride of place in any collection. Here, it's presented in an ambiguous position: possibly an anchor, possibly an afterthought. It's as if to say the museum is still investigating what the 20th century means and how the pieces fit together, a project with no end in sight.
Independence Avenue and Seventh Street. hirshhorn.si.edu.
Dates: Through April 20, 2025.
Prices: Free.
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Washington Post hardcover bestsellers
A snapshot of popular books.
By Becky Meloan | 2024-04-10
1 JAMES (Doubleday, $28). By Percival Everett. A reimagining of "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" told from the point of view of Jim as he flees from enslavement.
2 TABLE FOR TWO (Viking, $32). By Amor Towles. A collection of stories plus one historical novella from the author of "A Gentleman in Moscow."
3 THE WOMEN (St. Martin's, $30). By Kristin Hannah. An Army nurse in Vietnam treats soldiers wounded in combat but struggles to find support when she returns home.
4 THE HEAVEN AND EARTH GROCERY STORE (Riverhead, $28). By James McBride. In a ramshackle Pennsylvania neighborhood during the 1920s and '30s, Jewish and African American residents come together to hide an orphan from state officials.
5 WANDERING STARS (Knopf, $29). By Tommy Orange. Repercussions from the 1864 Sand Creek Massacre echo through subsequent generations of a Native American family.
6 REMARKABLY BRIGHT CREATURES (Ecco, $29.99). By Shelby Van Pelt. A woman develops a friendship with an octopus living in an aquarium.
7 FOURTH WING (Red Tower Books, $29.99). By Rebecca Yarros. A young woman competes to secure a spot at an elite war college for dragon riders.
8 THE HUNTER (Viking, $32). By Tana French. A retired detective tries to protect a teenager who seeks revenge for her brother's death.
9 IRON FLAME (Red Tower Books, $29.99). By Rebecca Yarros. The Empyrean series continues as second-year students face new challenges at Basgiath War College.
10 NORTH WOODS (Random House, $28). By Daniel Mason. Over the centuries, a New England farmhouse is a home that interconnects people, plants and animals.
1 THE ANXIOUS GENERATION (Penguin Press, $30). By Jonathan Haidt. A social psychologist attributes the recent increase in adolescent mental illness to the prevalence of smartphones.
2 THERE'S ALWAYS THIS YEAR (Random House, $32). By Hanif Abdurraqib. The essayist's sports memoir explores the meaning of basketball through both a personal and societal lens.
3 THE CREATIVE ACT (Penguin, $32). By Rick Rubin. A Grammy-winning music producer shares how artists work and suggests ways to foster creativity in everyday life.
4 THE WAGER (Doubleday, $30). By David Grann. After enduring storms, sickness and a shipwreck, the surviving crew members of HMS Wager turn against each other.
5 AGE OF REVOLUTIONS (W.W. Norton, $29.99). By Fareed Zakaria. An attempt to understand today's world by studying periods of revolution from the past.
6 SUPERCOMMUNICATORS (Random House, $30). By Charles Duhigg. The author of "The Power of Habit" examines how conversations work and offers tips to become better at communicating.
7 ATOMIC HABITS (Avery, $27). By James Clear. How to make small changes that have a big impact.
8 HOW TO KNOW A PERSON (Random House, $30). By David Brooks. A New York Times columnist draws on various sources to consider how people can make more meaningful connections with each other.
9 GRIEF IS FOR PEOPLE (MCD, $27). By Sloane Crosley. The death of her closest friend inspires the essayist to consider the cultural narrative surrounding grief.
10 I'M GLAD MY MOM DIED (Simon & Schuster, $27.99). By Jennette McCurdy. The former Nickelodeon actor details her dysfunctional childhood and the resulting psychological distress she faced during adulthood.
Rankings reflect sales for the week ended April 7. The charts may not be reproduced without permission from the American Booksellers Association, the trade association for independent bookstores in the United States, and indiebound.org. Copyright 2024 American Booksellers Association. (The bestseller lists alternate between hardcover and paperback each week.)
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