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2 jurors dismissed from Trump hush money trial as prosecutors seek to hold ex-president in contempt

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The first seven jurors for Donald Trump's hush money trial have been chosen after lawyers grilled members of the jury pool about their social media posts, political views and personal lives. Eleven more people still need to be picked before opening statements begin as early as next week.
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump awaits the start of proceedings during jury selection at Manhattan criminal court, Thursday, April 18, 2024 in New York.(Jeenah Moon/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former president Donald Trump, talks to members of the media while visiting a bodega, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, who's owner was attacked last year in New York. Fresh from a Manhattan courtroom, Donald Trump visited a New York bodega where a man was stabbed to death, a stark pivot for the former president as he juggles being a criminal defendant and the Republican challenger intent on blaming President Joe Biden for crime. Alba's attorney, Rich Cardinale, second from left, and Fransisco Marte, president of the Bodega Association, looked on. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump returns to the courtroom after a recess at Manhattan criminal court, April 16, 2024, in New York. Jury selection in the hush money trial of Donald Trump enters a pivotal and potentially final stretch as lawyers look to round out the panel of New Yorkers that will decide the first-ever criminal case against a former president. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump appears at Manhattan criminal court during jury selection in New York, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Brendan McDermid/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump walks through a doorway during the second day of jury selection, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at Manhattan criminal court in New York. Trump is charged with falsifying business records to cover up a sex scandal during his 2016 campaign. (Justin Lane/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former president Donald Trump, comments after visiting a bodega, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, who's owner was attacked last year in New York. Fresh from a Manhattan courtroom, Donald Trump visited a New York bodega where a man was stabbed to death, a stark pivot for the former president as he juggles being a criminal defendant and the Republican challenger intent on blaming President Joe Biden for crime. Alba's attorney, Rich Cardinale, second from left, and Fransisco Marte, president of the Bodega Association, looked on. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Two jurors in former President Donald Trump's hush money trial were dismissed Thursday, one after expressing doubt about her ability to be fair and impartial and the other over concerns that some of his answers in court may not have been accurate.
The dismissals reduced to five the number of jurors who have been seated for the first-ever criminal trial of a former president.
The setbacks in the selection process emerged during a frenetic morning in which prosecutors also asked for Trump to be held in contempt over a series of social media posts this week, while the judge barred reporters from identifying jurors' employers after expressing privacy concerns.
The seating of the full jury -- whenever it happens -- will be a seminal moment in the case, setting the stage for a trial that will place the former president's legal jeopardy at the heart of the campaign against Democrat Joe Biden and for weeks of testimony about Trump's private life before he became president.

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Follow our live updates.
	Trump will be first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	A jury of his peers: A look at how jury selection will work in Donald Trump's first criminal trial.
	Donald Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    



    


The jury selection process picked up momentum Tuesday with the selection of seven jurors.
But on Thursday, Judge Juan Merchan revealed in court that one of the seven, a cancer nurse, had "conveyed that after sleeping on it overnight she had concerns about her ability to be fair and impartial in this case."




And though jurors' names are being kept confidential, the woman told the judge and the lawyers that she had doubts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Yesterday alone I had friends, colleagues and family push things to my phone regarding questioning my identity as a juror," she said. "I don't believe at this point that I can be fair and unbiased and let the outside influences not affect my decision making in the courtroom."
A second seated juror was dismissed after prosecutors raised concerns that he may not have been honest in answering a jury selection question by saying that he had never been accused or convicted of a crime.

    


The IT professional was summoned to court to answer questions after prosecutors said they found an article about a person with the same name who had been arrested in the 1990s for tearing down political posters pertaining to the political right in suburban Westchester County.
A prosecutor also disclosed that a relative of the man may have been involved in a deferred prosecution agreement in the 1990s with the Manhattan district attorney's office, which is prosecuting Trump's case.
Because the juror was questioned Thursday at the judge's bench, off-microphone and out of earshot of reporters, it was not known whether the man confirmed or denied either instance was connected to him.
Twelve jurors and six alternates must be seated to hear the trial. Merchan said Tuesday that opening statements could begin as soon as Monday.
The process of picking a jury is a critical phase of any criminal trial but especially so when the defendant is a former president and the presumptive Republican nominee. Prospective jurors have been grilled on their social media posts, personal lives and political views as the lawyers and judge search for biases that would prevent them from being impartial.

    


Inside the court, there's broad acknowledgment of the futility in trying to find jurors without knowledge of Trump. A prosecutor this week said that lawyers were not looking for people who had been "living under a rock for the past eight years."
But Thursday's events laid bare the inherent challenges of selecting a jury for such a landmark, high-publicity case. More than half the members of a group of 96 prospective jurors brought into the courtroom were dismissed Thursday, most after saying they doubted their ability to be fair and impartial.
After dismissing from the jury the nurse who had already been selected, Merchan ordered journalists in court not to report prospective jurors' answers to questions about their current and former employers.
"We just lost, probably, what probably would have been a very good juror for this case, and the first thing that she said was she was afraid and intimidated by the press, all the press, and everything that had happened," Merchan said after dismissing the juror.

    


Prosecutors had asked that the employer inquiries be axed from the jury questionnaire. Defense lawyer Todd Blanche responded that "depriving us of the information because of what the press is doing isn't the answer."
The district attorney's office on Monday sought a $3,000 fine for Trump for three Truth Social posts they said violated the order. Since then, though, prosecutors say he's made seven additional posts that they believe violate the order.
Several of the posts involved an article that referred to former Trump lawyer Michael Cohen as a "serial perjurer," and one from Wednesday repeated a claim by a Fox News host that liberal activists were lying to get on the jury, said prosecutor Christopher Conroy.

    


Trump lawyer Emil Bove said Cohen "has been attacking President Trump in public statements," and Trump was just replying.
The judge had already scheduled a hearing for next week on the prosecution's request for contempt sanctions over Trump's posts.
The trial centers on a $130,000 payment that Cohen made shortly before the 2016 election to porn actor Stormy Daniels to prevent her claims of a sexual encounter with Trump from becoming public in the race's final days.
Prosecutors say Trump obscured the true nature of the payments in internal records when his company reimbursed Cohen, who pleaded guilty to federal charges in 2018 and is expected to be a star witness for the prosecution.
Trump has denied having a sexual encounter with Daniels, and his lawyers argue that the payments to Cohen were legitimate legal expenses.
Trump faces 34 felony counts of falsifying business records. He could get up to four years in prison if convicted, though it's not clear that the judge would opt to put him behind bars. Trump would almost certainly appeal any conviction.
The hush money case is one of four criminal prosecutions involving Trump as he vies to reclaim the White House, but it's possible that it will be the sole case to reach trial before November's presidential election.
Appeals and other legal wrangling have caused delays in cases charging Trump with plotting to overturn the 2020 election results and with illegally hoarding classified documents.
___
Tucker reported from Washington.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-manhattan-stormy-daniels-michael-cohen-b514cb52bb31a82579cb827c40166173
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Biden scores endorsements from Kennedy family, looking to shore up support against Trump and RFK Jr.

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: President Joe Biden waves as he boards Air Force One, Thursday, April 18, 2024, at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. Biden is headed to Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Joe Kennedy speaks to members of the media before President Joe Biden arrives to speak to a Biden campaign event in Philadelphia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks to supporters during a campaign event, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in West Des Moines, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)]
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[image: President Joe Biden returns a salute from Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., Thursday, April 18, 2024. The President is traveling to Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Luis M. Alvarez)]
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[image: Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks to supporters during a campaign event, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in West Des Moines, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)]
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[image: President Joe Biden boards Air Force One, Thursday, April 18, 2024, at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. Biden is headed to Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden returns a salute from Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., Thursday, April 18, 2024. The President is traveling to Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Luis M. Alvarez)]
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- President Joe Biden will accept endorsements from at least 15 members of the Kennedy political family during a campaign stop Thursday as he aims to undermine Donald Trump and marginalize the candidacy of independent Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Kerry Kennedy, a daughter of former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, niece of former President John F. Kennedy and sister of the current presidential candidate, will deliver the endorsements in Philadelphia, according to the Biden campaign.
The decision to highlight the Kennedy family's support more than six months from Election Day is an indication of how seriously Biden's team is taking the threat of a long shot candidate using his last name's lingering Democratic magic to siphon support from the incumbent.
Kennedy Jr. played down the endorsements, writing on social media that his family was "divided in our opinions but united in our love for each other." He said his campaign was about "healing America."

    


Given Kennedy Jr.'s quixotic political positions and the expectation this year's campaign will be decided by thin margins, both Democrats and Republicans worry that he could play the role of spoiler. 


Biden planned to use Thursday's event, which caps a three-day campaign swing in a battleground state critical to his reelection effort, to also sustain the pressure on Trump, the former Republican president and his party's presumptive 2024 nominee.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I can only imagine how Donald Trump's outrageous lies and behavior would have horrified my father, Robert F. Kennedy, who proudly served as attorney general of the United States, and honored his pledge to uphold the law and protect the country," according to Kerry Kennedy's prepared remarks. "Daddy stood for equal justice, human rights and freedom from want and fear. Just as President Biden does today."
The endorsements are hardly a surprise. Members of the prominent Democratic family have been vocal that they don't see eye to eye politically with Kennedy Jr., who started as a protest primary challenger to Biden in the Democratic Party and now is running as an independent. Biden last month hosted more than 30 members of Kennedy's extended family at the White House for St. Patrick's Day, when family members posed with the president in the Rose Garden and Oval Office.

    


Later, Biden and members of the Kennedy family were to meet with supporters at a campaign event, and some Kennedy were planning to make calls to voters and knock on doors on Biden's behalf.
Several notable members of the family were not endorsing, including Caroline Kennedy, the U.S. ambassador to Australia, and nonprofit leader Maria Shriver, which the Biden campaign said was due to their nonpolitical professional roles.
Shriver, however, has been a conspicuous White House guest recently, attending the State of the Union and speaking at a women's history month reception last month. 
Bernard Tamas of Valdosta State University, an expert on third parties, said it was unclear whether Kennedy Jr. would pull more votes from Democrats or Republicans.

    


"He is pro-science when it comes to the environment, but a conspiracy theorist when it comes to vaccines," Tamas said.
Kennedy Jr.'s lack of a clear political lane limits his potential impact on the election, Tamas said, but Democrats appear to be more concerned because his last name could lead some voters to believe that he is carrying on his family's political legacy.
Other than that, Tamas said, "I don't know what else he has to attract progressive voters."
Kennedy Jr. has spoken publicly in the past about disagreeing with his family on many issues, but maintains it can be done in "friendly" ways. After a super political action committee supporting his campaign produced a TV ad during the Super Bowl that relied heavily on imagery from John F. Kennedy's 1960 presidential run, Kennedy Jr. apologized to his relatives on the X social media platform, saying he was sorry if the spot "caused anyone in my family pain."
The Democratic National Committee has hired a communications team to combat the appeal of third-party candidates, Kennedy Jr. first among them. The DNC also filed a recent Federal Election Commission complaint against Kennedy Jr.'s campaign, charging that it coordinated too closely with an affiliated super PAC to get his name on the presidential ballot in some states.

    


Kennedy Jr. is also viewed warily by the Trump campaign. While Trump has released a recent video saying, "If I were a Democrat, I'd vote for RFK Jr. every single time over Biden," he has sometimes criticized Kennedy Jr. as being more "radical left" than Biden.
The Kennedy family endorsements are a capstone on three days of campaigning in Pennsylvania.
Biden's travels were an opportunity to reconnect with his roots, starting on Tuesday in Scranton, where he lived until he was 10 years old. He swung by his childhood home, a three-story colonial that his family rented, and reminisced about attending Mass at St. Paul's.

    


He seemed reluctant to leave town the next day, stopping for coffee before heading to the airport. "It's good to be back in Scranton," the president said when a customer welcomed him.
Biden's next stop was Pittsburgh, where he called for higher tariffs on steel and aluminum from China to protect U.S. industry from what he called unfair competition.
But even that event involved some nostalgia, as Biden recalled an endorsement from the steelworkers when he was "a 29-year-old kid" from Delaware running for U.S. Senate.
"It changed everything," he said.
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US and UK issue new sanctions on Iran in response to Tehran's weekend attack on Israel

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The U.S. Treasury Department building, June 6, 2019, in Washington. The U.S. and U.K. on Thursday imposed a new round of sanctions on Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. and U.K. on Thursday imposed a new round of sanctions on Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East.
The sanctions were meant to hold Iran accountable for its weekend attack and to deter further such activity. But the practical impact is likely to be limited because many of the targeted companies already were subject to U.S. sanctions and the individuals singled out for new sanctions are unlikely to have assets in U.S. jurisdictions.
Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control targeted 16 people and two entities in Iran that produce engines that power the drones used in the April 13 attack on Israel. OFAC also sanctioned five firms involved in steel production and three subsidiaries of Iranian automaker Bahman Group -- which is accused of materially supporting Iran's military and other sanctioned groups. A representative from Bahman was not immediately available for comment.

    


Additionally, the U.K. is targeting several Iranian military branches and individuals involved in Iran's drone and ballistic missile industries.




President Joe Biden said in a statement that he had directed U.S. Treasury "to continue to impose sanctions that further degrade Iran's military industries." "Let it be clear to all those who enable or support Iran's attacks," he said, "we will not hesitate to take all necessary action to hold you accountable."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said in a statement that the sanctions "will further limit Iran's ability to destabilize the region." 
In addition to Treasury's sanctions, the U.S. Commerce Department is imposing new controls to restrict Iran's access to basic commercial grade microelectronics, which apply to items manufactured outside the U.S. that are produced using U.S. technology. 
The actions come after U.S. officials earlier this week warned that they were readying new sanctions in response to Iran's activity in the region and to prevent future attacks. Lawmakers on Capitol Hill also have been quickly pushing forward legislation that would financially punish the Islamic Republic and its leaders.

    


Iran's attack on Israel early Sunday came in response to what it says was an Israeli strike on Iran's consulate in Syria earlier this month. Israel's military chief said Monday that his country will respond to the Iranian attack, while world leaders caution against retaliation, trying to avoid a spiral of violence.
European Union leaders also vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions on Iran, targeting its drone and missile deliveries to proxies in Gaza, Yemen and Lebanon.
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said the existing EU sanctions regime would be strengthened and expanded to punish Tehran and help prevent future attacks on Israel. At the same time, he said, Israel needed to exercise restraint.
"I don't want to exaggerate, but we are on the edge of a war, a regional war in the Middle East, which will be sending shockwaves to the rest of the world, and in particular to Europe," he warned. "So stop it."

    


The U.S. has already sanctioned hundreds of entities and people in Iran -- from the central bank and government officials to drone producers and money exchangers -- accused of materially supporting Iran's Revolutionary Guard and foreign militant groups such as Hamas, Hezbollah and the Houthis.
And U.S. efforts to limit Iran's income from oil and petroleum products span back decades.
The question remains how effective sanctions will be, and have been, in preventing Iran from ramping up its production of military equipment. American defense officials accuse Iran of supplying drones to Russia as it pursues its invasion of Ukraine, which has reached a third year. 
Earlier this week, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said during a press conference that the U.S. has "been working to diminish Iran's ability to export oil." 
"There may be more that we could do," she said. 
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Israelis grapple with how to celebrate Passover, a holiday about freedom, while many remain captive

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    On Monday, Jews around the world will begin celebrating the week-long Passover holiday, recounting the biblical story of their exodus from Egypt after hundreds of years of slavery. But for many Israelis, it's hard to fathom a celebration of freedom when friends and family are in captivity.
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    [image: Shlomi Berger sits in his daughter's bedroom in Holon, Israel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Agam, 19, was abducted two days after the start of her army service along the border with Gaza during a cross-border attack by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. "The Passover story says we come from slaves to free people, so this is a parallel story," Berger said. "This is the only thing I believe that will happen. That Agam will get out from darkness to light. She and all of the other hostages." (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Chairs are set for missing members of the Bibas family who are held hostage in Gaza at a Passover Seder table on Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the communal dining hall at Kibbutz Nir Oz in southern Israel, where a quarter of all residents were killed or captured by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. For many Jews, no matter how observant, Passover is a time to unite with family to eat and drink around what's known as a Seder table, remembering how the Jews persevered through harsh times. But this year, when Passover begins on Monday, many families are torn on how to celebrate, or if it's worth acknowledging at all. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers look at chairs for hostages held in Gaza at a Passover Seder table on Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the communal dining hall at Kibbutz Nir Oz in southern Israel, where a quarter of all residents were killed or captured by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. For many Jews, no matter how observant, Passover is a time to unite with family to eat and drink around what's known as a Seder table, remembering how the Jews persevered through harsh times. But this year, when Passover begins on Monday, many families are torn on how to celebrate, or if it's worth acknowledging at all. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: A candle burns for Tamir Adar, killed by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023 before his body was taken to the Gaza Strip, at a Passover Seder commemoration on Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the communal dining hall at Kibbutz Nir Oz in southern Israel, where a quarter of all residents were killed or captured by Hamas on Oct. 7. For many Jews, no matter how observant, Passover is a time to unite with family to eat and drink around what's known as a Seder table, remembering how the Jews persevered through harsh times. But this year, when Passover begins on Monday, many families are torn on how to celebrate, or if it's worth acknowledging at all. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Osnat Peri, right, whose husband, Haim, is in Hamas captivity, takes part in a Passover Seder commemoration with relatives of hostages held in the Gaza Strip, at the communal dining room at Kibbutz Nir Oz, Thursday, April 11, 2024. For many Jews, no matter how observant, Passover is a time to unite with family to eat and drink around what's known as a Seder table, remembering how the Jews persevered through harsh times. But this year, when Passover begins on Monday, many families are torn on how to celebrate, or if it's worth acknowledging at all. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers visit the mailroom in Kibbutz Nir Oz, where mailboxes are labeled with residents' status - killed (red), kidnapped (black), and released (blue) on Thursday, April 11, 2024, at the communal dining hall during a Passover seder event for hostages held in Gaza, at the kibbutz in southern Israel, where a quarter of all residents were killed or captured by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. For many Jews, no matter how observant, Passover is a time to unite with family to eat and drink around what's known as a Seder table, remembering how the Jews persevered through harsh times. But this year, when Passover begins on Monday, many families are torn on how to celebrate, or if it's worth acknowledging at all. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Every year, Alon Gat's mother led the family's Passover celebration of the liberation of the ancient Israelites from Egypt thousands of years ago. But this year, Gat is struggling with how to reconcile a holiday commemorating freedom after his mother was slain and other family members abducted when Hamas attacked Israel.
Gat's sister, Carmel, and wife, Yarden Roman-Gat, were taken hostage in the Oct. 7 attack. His wife was freed in November but his sister remains captive.
"We can't celebrate our freedom because we don't have this freedom. Our brothers and sisters and mothers and fathers are still in captivity and we need to release them," Gat said.
On Monday, Jews around the world will begin celebrating the weeklong Passover holiday, recounting the biblical story of their exodus from Egypt after hundreds of years of slavery. But for many Israelis, it's hard to fathom a celebration of freedom when friends and family are not free.

    


The Hamas attack killed some 1,200 people, while about 250 others were taken hostage. About half were released in a weeklong cease-fire in November, while the rest remain in Gaza, more than 30 of them believed to be dead.




For many Jews, Passover is a time to reunite with family and recount the exodus from Egypt at a meal known as the Seder. Observant Jews avoid grains, known as chametz, a reminder of the unleavened bread the Israelites ate when they fled Egypt quickly with no time for dough to rise.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But this year many families are torn about how -- or even if -- to celebrate.
When Hamas attacked Kibbutz Be'eri, Gat, his wife, 3-year-old daughter, parents and sister hid for hours in their rocket-proof safe room. But fighters entered the house and killed or abducted everyone inside, except for his father who hid in the bathroom. His mother was dragged into the street and shot.
Gat, his arms and legs bound, was shoved into a car with his wife and daughter. During a brief stop, they managed to flee. Knowing he could run faster, Roman-Gat handed him their daughter. Gat escaped with her, hiding in a ditch for nearly nine hours. His wife was recaptured and held in Gaza for 54 days.

    


Passover this year will be more profound as freedom has taken on a new meaning, Roman-Gat told The Associated Press.
"To feel wind upon your face with your eyes closed. To shower. To go to the toilet without permission, and with the total privacy and privilege to take as long as I please with no one urging me, waiting for me at the other side to make sure I'm still theirs," she said in a text message.
Still, Passover will be overshadowed by deep sorrow and worry for her sister-in-law and the other hostages, she said. The family will mark the holiday with a low-key dinner in a restaurant, without celebration.
As hard as it is in times of pain, Jews have always sought to observe holidays during persecution, such as in concentration camps during the Holocaust, said Rabbi Martin Lockshin, professor emeritus at Canada's York University, who lives in Jerusalem.

    


"They couldn't celebrate freedom but they could celebrate the hope of freedom," he said.
The crisis affects more than the hostage families. The war, in which 260 soldiers have been killed, casts a shadow over a normally joyous holiday. The government has also scaled back festivities for Independence Day in May in light of the mood and fearing public protests.
Likewise, the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, capped by the three-day Eid al-Fitr feast, was a sad, low-key affair for Palestinians. Over 80% of Gaza's 2.3 million people have been displaced by the fighting, and Hamas health officials say nearly 34,000 people have been killed in the Israeli offensive.
The scenes of suffering, devastation and hunger in Gaza have received little attention in Israel, where much of the public and national media remain heavily focused on the aftermath of the Oct. 7 attack and ongoing war.
After several months of fits and starts, negotiations on a deal to release the remaining hostages appears at a standstill -- making it unlikely they will be home for Passover.

    


The hostages' pain has reverberated around the world, with some in the Jewish diaspora asking rabbis for prayers specifically for the hostages and Israel to be said at this year's Seder. Others have created a new Haggadah, the book read during the Seder, to reflect the current reality.
Noam Zion, the author of the new Haggadah, has donated 6,000 copies to families impacted by the war.
"The Seder is supposed to help us to relive past slavery and liberation from Egypt and to learn its lessons, but in 2024 it must also ask contemporary questions about the confusing and traumatic present and most important, generate hope for the future," said Zion, emeritus member of the faculty of Jewish studies at the Hartman Institute in Jerusalem.
The revised Haggadah includes excerpts from hostage families urging people not to hate despite their pain. It offers a guide for navigating the mixed feelings during the holiday, while posing existential questions about the Jews and the state of Israel.

    


Some families say it's too painful to celebrate at all.
The girlfriend of Nirit Lavie Alon's son was abducted from the Nova music festival. Two months later the family was informed by Israel's military that Inbar Haiman, a 27-year-old graffiti artist, was dead, her body still in Gaza. 
"It's impossible to celebrate a freedom holiday," said Alon. Instead of being with family this year, she's going to spend a few days in the desert. There will be no closure until all of the hostages are back, including the remains of those who were killed, she said.
Ahead of Passover, some families are still holding out hope their relatives will be freed in time. 
Shlomi Berger's 19-year-old daughter, Agam, was abducted two days after the start of her army service along the border with Gaza.
Videos of her bloodied face emerged shortly after the Hamas attack, one showing an armed man pushing her into a truck, another showing her inside the vehicle with other hostages. The only proof of life he's had since was a call from a released hostage, wishing him happy birthday from Agam, who she'd been with in the tunnels, he said.
Still, he refuses to give up hope.
"The Passover story says we come from slaves to free people, so this is a parallel story," Berger said. "This is the only thing I believe that will happen. That Agam will get out from darkness to light. She and all of the other hostages."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/passover-hostages-israel-jewish-holiday-hamas-gaza-a750b8a3150c32836af4515c11dc31c9
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Once a fringe Indian ideology, Hindu nationalism is now mainstream, thanks to Modi's decade in power

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hindu nationalism, once a fringe ideology in India, is now mainstream. Nobody has done more to advance this cause than Prime Minister Narendra Modi, one of India's most beloved and polarizing political leaders.
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    [image: FILE- Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has sandalwood paste and vermilion applied on his forehead during the inauguration of Kashi Vishwanath Dham Corridor, a promenade that connects the Ganges River with the centuries-old temple dedicated to Hindu god Shiva in Varanasi, India, Dec. 13, 2021. Hindu nationalism, once a fringe ideology in India, is now mainstream. Nobody has done more to advance this cause than Modi, one of India's most beloved and polarizing political leaders. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this April 10, 2016, file photo, members of Hindu nationalist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) stand during Varsh Pratipada festival, the Hindu New Year in Ahmedabad, India. For the group, Indian civilization is inseparable from Hinduism. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki,file)]
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[image: FILE - In this April 25, 2019 file photo, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to the crowd during a political campaign road show in Varanasi, India. Modi is campaigning for a third term in the general election starting Friday. (AP Photo/ Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)]
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[image: FILE- Gujarat state's then chief minister Narendra Modi, third left, former chief minister Keshubhai Patel, second right, and leaders of Hindu nationalist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), in front, salute during the concluding ceremony of the eight-day RSS convention in Ahmedabad, India, Jan. 1, 2006. Experts say Modi's spiritual and political upbringing from the RSS is the driving force in everything he's done as prime minister over the past 10 years. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this May 20, 2014 file photo, before being elected as prime minister for the first time, Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Narendra Modi, bends down on his knees on the steps of the Indian parliament building as a sign of respect as he arrives for the BJP parliamentary party meeting in New Delhi, India. Modi is campaigning for a third term in the general election starting Friday. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)]
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[image: Mohanlal Gupta, a scrap trader, worships a statue of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a temple he has built on the third floor of his residential building at Gadkhol village near Ankleshwar in Baruch district of Gujarat state, India, Feb. 5, 2024. With approval ratings over 70%, Modi's popularity has eclipsed that of his party. Supporters see him as a strongman leader, unafraid to take on India's enemies, from Pakistan to the liberal elite. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)]
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[image: FILE- Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the nation on the country's Independence Day in New Delhi, India, Aug. 15, 2014. Modi is campaigning for a third term in the general election starting Friday. (AP Photo/Saurabh Das, File)]
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[image: FILE- Indian President Ram Nath Kovind, left, administers oath to Narendra Modi, center, for a second term as India's prime minister during a swearing in ceremony at the presidential palace in New Delhi, India, May 30, 2019. Modi is campaigning for a third term in the general election starting Friday. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: Youth and children participate in Hindu nationalist organisation Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)'s shakha in Ahmedabad, India, April 8, 2024. Shakhas, or local units, induct boys by combining religious education with self-defense skills and games. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: Gujarat's former Chief Secretary, P. K. Laheri speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at his office in Ahmedabad, India, April 8, 2024. The former senior bureaucrat said Modi ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 16 | Gujarat's former Chief Secretary, P. K. Laheri speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at his office in Ahmedabad, India, April 8, 2024. The former senior bureaucrat said Modi "does not risk anything" when it comes to winning. he goes into the election thinking the party won't miss a single seat. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 16
Gujarat's former Chief Secretary, P. K. Laheri speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at his office in Ahmedabad, India, April 8, 2024. The former senior bureaucrat said Modi "does not risk anything" when it comes to winning. he goes into the election thinking the party won't miss a single seat. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - In this Feb. 23, 2014 file photo, Indian Muslims shower flower petals as volunteers of Hindu nationalist group Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, (RSS), march on the concluding day of their three-day meeting in Bhopal, India. For the RSS, Indian civilization is inseparable from Hinduism. (AP Photo/Rajeev Gupta, File)]
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[image: India's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) worker Ambalal Koshti, 76, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at BJP's Gujarat state head quarters in Gandhinagar, India, April 8, 2024. ]
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[image: A policeman keeps watch from the roof of a building during a campaign rally by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) ahead of parliamentary elections in Ghaziabad, India, April 6, 2024. Modi is campaigning for a third term in the general election starting Friday. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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[image: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets during the unveiling of his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata party's election manifesto in New Delhi, India, April 14, 2024. Modi is campaigning for a third term in the general election starting Friday. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]
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                                        AHMEDABAD, India (AP) -- Hindu nationalism, once a fringe ideology in India, is now mainstream. Nobody has done more to advance this cause than Prime Minister Narendra Modi, one of India's most beloved and polarizing political leaders. 

And no entity has had more influence on his political philosophy and ambitions than a paramilitary, right-wing group founded nearly a century ago and known as the RSS.

"We never imagined that we would get power in such a way," said Ambalal Koshti, 76, who says he first brought Modi into the political wing of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh in the late 1960s in their home state, Gujarat.

Modi was a teenager. Like other young men -- and even boys -- who joined, he would learn to march in formation, fight, meditate and protect their Hindu homeland. 

A few decades earlier, while Mahatma Gandhi preached Hindu-Muslim unity, the RSS advocated for transforming India -- by force, if necessary -- into a Hindu nation. (A former RSS worker would fire three bullets into Gandhi's chest in 1948, killing him months after India gained independence.)





    



Modi's spiritual and political upbringing from the RSS is the driving force, experts say, in everything he's done as prime minister over the past 10 years, a period that has seen India become a global power and the world's fifth-largest economy.

At the same time, his rule has seen brazen attacks against minorities -- particularly Muslims -- from hate speech to lynchings. India's democracy, critics say, is faltering as the press, political opponents and courts face growing threats. And Modi has increasingly blurred the line between religion and state.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


At 73, Modi is campaigning for a third term in a general election, which starts Friday. He and the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party are expected to win. He's challenged by a broad but divided alliance of regional parties.

Supporters and critics agree on one thing: Modi has achieved staying power by making Hindu nationalism acceptable -- desirable, even -- to a nation of 1.4 billion that for decades prided itself on pluralism and secularism. With that comes an immense vote bank: 80% of Indians are Hindu.

"He is 100% an ideological product of the RSS,"in said Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay, who wrote a Modi biography. "He has delivered their goals." 

    




UNITING HINDUS

Between deep breaths under the night sky in western India a few weeks ago, a group of boys recited an RSS prayer in Sanskrit: "All Hindus are the children of Mother India ... we have taken a vow to be equals and a promise to save our religion." 

More than 65 years ago, Modi was one of them. Born in 1950 to a lower-caste family, his first exposure to the RSS was through shakhas -- local units -- that induct boys by combining religious education with self-defense skills and games. 

By the 1970s, Modi was a full-time campaigner, canvassing neighborhoods on bicycle to raise RSS support. 

"At that time, Hindus were scared to come together," Koshti said. "We were trying to unite them."

The RSS -- formed in 1925, with the stated intent to strengthen the Hindu community -- was hardly mainstream. It was tainted by links to Gandhi's assassination and accused of stoking hatred against Muslims as periodic riots roiled India.

    



For the group, Indian civilization is inseparable from Hinduism, while critics say its philosophy is rooted in Hindu supremacy. 

Today, the RSS has spawned a network of affiliated groups, from student and farmer unions to nonprofits and vigilante organizations often accused of violence. Their power -- and legitimacy -- ultimately comes from the BJP, which emerged from the RSS.

"Until Modi, the BJP had never won a majority on their own in India's Parliament," said Christophe Jaffrelot, an expert on Modi and the Hindu right. "For the RSS, it is unprecedented."


SCALING HIS POLITICS 



Modi got his first big political break in 2001, becoming chief minister of home state Gujarat. A few months in, anti-Muslim riots ripped through the region, killing at least 1,000 people.

There were suspicions that Modi quietly supported the riots, but he denied the allegations and India's top court absolved him over lack of evidence. 

    



Instead of crushing his political career, the riots boosted it. 

Modi doubled down on Hindu nationalism, Jaffrelot said, capitalizing on religious tensions for political gain. Gujarat's reputation suffered from the riots, so he turned to big businesses to build factories, create jobs and spur development.

"This created a political economy -- he built close relations with capitalists who in turn backed him," Jaffrelot said.

Modi became increasingly authoritarian, Jaffrelot described, consolidating power over police and courts and bypassing the media to connect directly with voters.

The "Gujarat Model," as Modi coined it, portended what he would do as a prime minister. 

"He gave Hindu nationalism a populist flavor," Jaffrelot said. "Modi invented it in Gujarat, and today he has scaled it across the country."





    




BIG PLANS



In June, Modi aims not just to win a third time -- he's set a target of receiving two-thirds of the vote. And he's touted big plans. 

"I'm working every moment to make India a developed nation by 2047," Modi said at a rally. He also wants to abolish poverty and make the economy the world's third-largest. 

If Modi wins, he'll be the second Indian leader, after Jawaharlal Nehru, to retain power for a third term. 

With approval ratings over 70%, Modi's popularity has eclipsed that of his party. Supporters see him as a strongman leader, unafraid to take on India's enemies, from Pakistan to the liberal elite. He's backed by the rich, whose wealth has surged under him. For the poor, a slew of free programs, from food to housing, deflect the pain of high unemployment and inflation. Western leaders and companies line up to court him, turning to India as a counterweight against China.

He's meticulously built his reputation. In a nod to his Hinduism, he practices yoga in front of TV crews and the U.N., extols the virtues of a vegetarian diet, and preaches about reclaiming India's glory. He refers to himself in the third person. 

P.K. Laheri, a former senior bureaucrat in Gujarat, said Modi "does not risk anything" when it comes to winning -- he goes into the election thinking the party won't miss a single seat. 

The common thread of Modi's rise, analysts say, is that his most consequential policies are ambitions of the RSS. 

In 2019, his government revoked the special status of disputed Kashmir, the country's only Muslim-majority region. His government passed a citizenship law excluding Muslim migrants. In January, Modi delivered on a longstanding demand from the RSS -- and millions of Hindus -- when he opened a temple on the site of a razed mosque.

The BJP has denied enacting discriminatory policies and says its work benefits all Indians.

Last week, the BJP said it would pass a common legal code for all Indians -- another RSS desire -- to replace religious personal laws. Muslim leaders and others oppose it. 

But Modi's politics are appealing to those well beyond right-wing nationalists -- the issues have resonated deeply with regular Hindus. Unlike those before him, Modi paints a picture of a rising India as a Hindu one. 

Satish Ahlani, a school principal, said he'll vote for Modi. Today, Ahlani said, Gujarat is thriving -- as is India.

"Wherever our name hadn't reached, it is now there," he said. "Being Hindu is our identity; that is why we want a Hindu country. ... For the progress of the country, Muslims will have to be with us. They should accept this and come along." 

___

Saaliq reported from New Delhi.
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Two shootings, two different responses -- Maine restricts guns while Iowa arms teachers

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Maine Legislature has approved sweeping gun safety legislation nearly six months after the deadliest shooting in state history (April 18)
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            1 of 4 | FILE - Rain soaked memorials for those who died in a mass shooting sit along the roadside by Schemengees Bar & Grille, Oct. 30, 2023, in Lewiston, Maine. Maine's Democratic-led Legislature gave final approval to legislation imposing new restrictions on guns before adjourning Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
FILE - Rain soaked memorials for those who died in a mass shooting sit along the roadside by Schemengees Bar & Grille, Oct. 30, 2023, in Lewiston, Maine. Maine's Democratic-led Legislature gave final approval to legislation imposing new restrictions on guns before adjourning Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Community members look at a memorial outside Schemengees Bar & Grille, Nov. 3, 2023, Lewiston, Maine. Maine's Democratic-led Legislature gave final approval to legislation imposing new restrictions on guns before adjourning Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: FILE - Police respond to Perry High School, Jan. 4, 2024, in Perry, Iowa. Iowa's Republican-led Legislature passed a bill this week allowing teachers and staff who undergo training to get permits to carry guns on school property. That comes three months after a fatal shooting at the Iowa school. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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[image: FILE - A rock is painted to memorialize Perry High School shooting victim Ahmir Jolliff at the school, Jan. 6, 2024, in Perry, Iowa. Iowa's Republican-led Legislature passed a bill this week allowing teachers and staff who undergo training to get permits to carry guns on school property. That comes three months after a fatal shooting at the Iowa school. (Lily Smith/The Des Moines Register via AP, File)]
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                                        Six months after a deadly mass shooting by an Army reservist, Maine lawmakers this week passed a wide-ranging package of new gun restrictions.
Three months after a fatal school shooting, Iowa lawmakers this week passed legislation allowing trained teachers and staff to carry guns on school property.
Two states. Two tragedies. Two different approaches to improving public safety.
"We live in two different Americas, in essence," said Daniel Webster, a health policy professor affiliated with the Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Violence Solutions.
"We see terrible acts of gun violence; no one wants them, of course," Webster said. "But we see this through different lenses."
Legislatures in about 20 states already have passed measures this year to expand gun rights or restrict access to firearms. Dozens more proposals are pending. The divide continues a trend seen last year, when more than half the states enacted firearms legislation, with Democrats generally favoring more limits and Republicans more freedoms for gun owners.

    


LIMITS ON GUNS IN MAINE
Maine has a tradition of hunting and gun ownership. But after an Army reservist killed 18 people and wounded 13 others in Lewiston, Democratic Gov. Janet Mills called for a variety of new laws aimed at preventing dangerous people from possessing guns and strengthening mental health services.




Before adjourning its 2024 session early Thursday, lawmakers approved measures imposing a 72-hour waiting period for gun purchases, expanding background checks on private gun sales and criminalizing sales to certain prohibited people. They also passed a ban on devices that convert semi-automatic firearms into rapid-firing weapons like machine guns, and enhanced an existing law that allows judges to temporarily remove guns from people during a mental health crisis.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A gun safety coalition praised it as a significant step forward in response to constituents' concerns after the Lewiston shooting. But Republican state Sen. Lisa Keim criticized colleagues for "using the tragedy to advance legislation" that had been unable to pass previously.

    


GUNS IN IOWA SCHOOLS
In Perry, Iowa, a school principal and sixth-grade student died and several others were wounded when a 17-year-old student opened fire in January.
A 2021 state law already allowed schools to authorize individuals to carry firearms, though some districts have not done so because of concerns about insurance coverage.
The legislation given final approval Monday by the Republican-led Legislature builds upon the prior law by allowing teachers and staff who undergo gun safety training to get a professional permit to carry guns in schools. If they do, they would be protected from criminal or civil liability for use of reasonable force.
The legislation also requires large school districts to station a police officer or private security guard at each high school, unless the school board votes not to do so. Most of those school districts already have security staff.
DIVERGING STATE LAWS
Republican-led legislatures in Kentucky, Nebraska, South Dakota, Tennessee and Utah also passed measures this year that would expand the ability of some people to bring guns into schools. A bill passed in Wyoming allots $480,000 to reimburse schools for the cost of training employees to carry guns on school property.

    


Louisiana and South Carolina, led by Republican lawmakers and governors, each enacted laws allowing people to carry concealed guns without a permit. The National Rifle Association, which supported the measures, said similar laws now exist in 29 states.
By contrast, the Democrat-led Delaware Legislature passed legislation requiring people wanting to buy a handgun to first be fingerprinted, undergo training and obtain a state permit.
New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, a Democrat, signed a pair of new laws imposing restrictions. One sets a seven-day waiting period to purchase firearms -- more than double the three-day period required by the federal government for a background check.
Another new law in New Mexico prohibits carrying firearms within 100 feet (30 meters) of polling places, with an exemption for concealed-carry permit holders. Voting site restrictions on guns now exist in about one-third of the states and Washington, D.C., according to the gun-violence prevention group Giffords.

    


BUCKING PARTY TRENDS
Not all new gun policies diverge along partisan lines.
Republican Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin this year vetoed 30 gun-related bills passed by the Democratic-led General Assembly that he said would have trampled on constitutional rights. Yet Youngkin also signed some gun restrictions: One bans devices that convert semi-automatic handguns into automatic weapons. Another allows felony charges against parents who let a child have access to a firearm after being notified the child poses a threat of violence.
While signing several gun rights measures, Republican Gov. Mark Gordon of Wyoming also vetoed legislation that would have allowed people to carry concealed guns in public schools and government meetings. Gordon cited concerns the bill could have exceeded the separation of powers provision in the state constitution.

    


And in some cases, high-profile shootings have prompted lawmakers to avoid taking action on proposals they might otherwise have considered.
Missouri's Republican-led House had been prepared to debate bills exempting guns and ammunition from sales taxes and allowing people with concealed-carry permits to bring guns onto public transportation. But after the deadly shooting at the Kansas City Chiefs Super Bowl celebration, House Majority Leader Jon Patterson said those bills would not be brought up this year.
___
Associated Press writers David Sharp in Augusta, Maine, and Hannah Fingerhut in Des Moines, Iowa, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/guns-schools-mass-shootings-states-b7104227457bc85536b6d5a6c6eb650e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Climate change concerns grow, but few think Biden's climate law will help, an AP-NORC poll finds

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A sign sits at an electric vehicle charging station, March 8, 2024, at an electric vehicle charging station in London, Ohio. A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that 45% of adults in the United States say they have become more concerned about climate change over the past year, including roughly 6 in 10 Democrats and one-quarter of Republicans. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Joe Biden speaks in the South Court Auditorium on the White House complex in Washington, Nov. 14, 2023, about climate change. A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that 45% of adults in the United States say they have become more concerned about climate change over the past year, including roughly 6 in 10 Democrats and one-quarter of Republicans. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)]
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                                        Like many Americans, Ron Theusch is getting more worried about climate change.
A resident of Alden, Minnesota, Theusch has noticed increasingly dry and mild winters punctuated by short periods of severe cold -- symptoms of a warming planet. 
As he thinks about that, future generations are on his mind. "We have four children that are in their 20s," the 56-year-old truck driver and moderate Democrat said. "It's like, what's our grandkids' world going to be like?"
A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that 45% of adults in the United States say they have become more concerned about climate change over the past year, including roughly 6 in 10 Democrats and one-quarter of Republicans. 
President Joe Biden's signature climate change policy, the Inflation Reduction Act, was intended to address some of those fears, investing billions in incentives for consumers and businesses to move toward clean energy sources. Biden has pointed to this climate agenda as a major presidential success during his run for reelection. But the poll suggests that although the law has already affected some Americans, it's not widely known among the general population -- and may not be the electoral boost Biden is looking for.

    


About one-quarter of Americans say tax credits for renewable energy projects such as wind power have benefited people like them so far, with similar numbers for incentives for companies to manufacture clean energy technologies in the U.S. rather than abroad, tax credits for individuals to add solar panels to their homes, or subsidies and tax credits for electric vehicles and energy-efficient appliances like heat pumps. Those numbers are fairly substantial for a law that passed less than two years ago, where the benefits largely hinge on big-ticket purchases like cars or home improvements.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





Promoting electric vehicles has also been a major focus for the Biden administration, and 15% of U.S. adults say electric vehicles have had a good impact on them personally. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I totally agree with the act because it's done so many things for people," said Charles Lopez, a 65-year-old liberal Democrat from the Florida Keys. "They help everybody ... I'm not ready for a full electric, but I'll get there when there's enough charging stations."

    


But the people who say they have benefited from the law are disproportionately Democrats. And while only about 1 in 10 U.S. adults think the individual tax credits and subsidies have hurt people like them, those provisions of the law aren't yet registering with the majority of Americans -- roughly one-quarter say those credits haven't made a difference to people like them. Nearly 4 in 10 in each instance don't know enough to have an opinion about them.
"I still think that, as much as we'd like for them to be implemented in a way that we can actually see results, it's not really happening in my eyes," said Sandra Sherman, a 62-year-old resident of Vero Beach, Florida, who identifies as a liberal Democrat. "With solar panels, although it seems like a really good idea, I see very few people in the area in Florida that I live in that actually have them."

    


Generally, U.S. adults also aren't confident the IRA will have an impact even in more time. The poll found that only between 23% and 35% of U.S. adults say the law's key components will eventually help address climate change. About 2 in 10 think the main provisions of the law will make no difference in addressing climate change, and about one-third don't know enough to say.
"A lot of the public feeling on it is, 'well something needs to be done,' but not necessarily knowing what needs to be done or not even necessarily having strong feelings about what needs to be done," said David Weakliem, a University of Connecticut professor emeritus.
Biden still has an advantage over his opponent, former President Donald Trump, when it comes to climate change generally. About 4 in 10 U.S. adults and two-thirds of Democrats have "a lot" or "some" trust in Biden on climate change. That includes 29-year-old Jaime Said, a moderate Republican. 

    


Biden has "talked about it more and he has mentioned a few plans of things he wants to do. So even if he doesn't do them, at the very least he's thinking about them. That's kind of headed in the right direction," Said, a medical student in Panama City, Florida, said. 
"I know already, right off the bat, (Trump is) not going to address it much," Said added. "That's why I don't have too much faith in him doing anything about it."
Only about 3 in 10 say they have "a lot" or "some" trust in Trump with regard to addressing climate change.
But one of Biden's major pitches for the IRA -- that it will help the American economy and U.S. workers -- doesn't seem to be resonating. According to the poll, only about 2 in 10 Americans say the law has done more to help the U.S. economy, while about one-quarter think it's done more to hurt the economy, and about half think it either made no difference or don't know enough to say. 

    


And broadly, a majority of Americans say the federal government is currently doing "too little" to address climate change. They generally agree it's important for the government to support climate solutions. About half say it's extremely or very important to limit the use of products and technologies that harm the environment, and nearly half say it's important for the government to pass stricter environmental laws and regulations. About 4 in 10 say it's important for the government to build a national network of public charging stations for electric vehicles, which is another Biden administration priority.
Most say it's extremely or very important for the federal government to invest in new, environmentally friendly technologies, and most, like 38-year-old Julio Carmona, a health program associate who lives in Stratford, Connecticut, and identifies as a moderate Democrat, say the same about enforcing current environmental regulations.
"We can all do our part when it comes to saving energy, recycling and all those other things," said Carmona. "But if the big corporations aren't doing it, I think that, for me, would be where the government should start."
___
The poll of 1,204 adults was conducted April 4-8, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 3.9 percentage points.
___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X, formerly Twitter, @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
___ The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Once praised, settlement to help sickened BP oil spill workers leaves most with nearly nothing

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A cleanup worker picks up blobs of oil in absorbent snare on Queen Bess Island at the mouth of Barataria Bay near the Gulf of Mexico in Plaquemines Parish, La., June 4, 2010. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    A cleanup worker picks up blobs of oil in absorbent snare on Queen Bess Island at the mouth of Barataria Bay near the Gulf of Mexico in Plaquemines Parish, La., June 4, 2010. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Many Gulf oil spill cleanup workers left with little compensation for health issues

        
        
            Thousands of ordinary people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick. A court settlement was supposed to help compensate them, but it hasn't turned out as expected. (AP video by Gerald Herbert and Kristin M. Hall)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Many Gulf oil spill cleanup workers left with little compensation for health issues
Thousands of ordinary people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick. A court settlement was supposed to help compensate them, but it hasn't turned out as expected. (AP video by Gerald Herbert and Kristin M. Hall)
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            How many people got payouts for illness after the Gulf spill

        
        
            Thousands of workers who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick -- and despite a massive court settlement, many haven't been helped. (Source: Federal Court Records) (AP Animation: Donavon Brutus)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        How many people got payouts for illness after the Gulf spill
Thousands of workers who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick -- and despite a massive court settlement, many haven't been helped. (Source: Federal Court Records) (AP Animation: Donavon Brutus)
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    [image: FILE - A cleanup worker picks up blobs of oil in absorbent snare on Queen Bess Island at the mouth of Barataria Bay near the Gulf of Mexico in Plaquemines Parish, La., June 4, 2010. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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[image: FILE - Oil leaks in the Gulf of Mexico southeast of Venice on Louisiana's tip, as the Deepwater Horizon oil rig burns on April 21, 2010. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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[image: Former boat captain John Maas poses for a portrait on Wednesday, April 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. Thousands of people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick, including Maas. Attorneys familiar with the issue say he's the only one who has received a settlement after suing. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: FILE - A plane drops chemicals to help disperse oil from a leaking pipeline that resulted from an explosion and collapse of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico near the coast of Louisiana, April 27, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Workers head to the beach to clean up oil residue in Grand Isle, La., May 30, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Workers use absorbent pads to remove oil that has washed ashore from the Deepwater Horizon spill, June 6, 2010, in Grand Isle, La. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: Paul Loup IV poses for a photo in his home with his wife Sallie Loup in Hurley, Miss., Monday, Jan. 29, 2024. Thousands of ordinary people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick, including Loup, the former beach cleanup worker. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: John Maas poses for a portrait on Wednesday, April 26, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. Thousands of people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick, including Maas. Attorneys familiar with the issue say he's the only one who has received a settlement after suing. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: FILE - A crew member looks at the oil slick in the aftermath of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig collapse, Thursday, May 6, 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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FILE - A crew member looks at the oil slick in the aftermath of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig collapse, Thursday, May 6, 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: FILE - A brown pelican is covered in oil on the beach in the aftermath of an oil spill at East Grand Terre Island along the Louisiana coast on June 3, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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[image: FILE - Workers shovel oil that washed up from the deadly explosion of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig on Fourchon Beach in Port Fourchon, La., May 24, 2010. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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[image: FILE - A worker shovels oil from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill off Fourchon Beach in Port Fourchon, La., May 24, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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[image: FILE - A worker walks through the water as a berm system is constructed in the aftermath of the gulf oil spill on the northern end of the Chandeleur Islands, La., July 15, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. (AP Photo/Dave Martin, File)]
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                                        When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, 134 million gallons of crude erupted into the sea over the next three months -- and tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up environmental devastation from the biggest offshore oil spill in U.S. history.

These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds.

Recognizing that some members of cleanup crews had likely become sick, BP agreed to a medical claims settlement two years after the 2010 disaster. Experts hailed it as "an extraordinary achievement" that would compensate workers fairly with little hassle.

But it hasn't turned out that way. 

The effort has fallen far short of expectations, leaving many workers who claimed lasting health effects stranded with little or no payment. 

    



Through the settlement, BP has paid ill workers and coastal residents a tiny fraction -- $67 million -- of the billions the company has spent on restitution for economic and environmental damage. The vast majority -- 79% -- received no more than $1,300 each. 

    
        
    

Many workers claiming illnesses from the spill were forced to sue -- and they've fared worse. All but a handful of roughly 4,800 lawsuits seeking compensation for health problems have been dismissed. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Attorneys familiar with the cases say they are unaware of any that have gone to trial and know of only one that's been settled. Former boat captain John Maas received $110,000 from BP for his lung ailments in 2022, according to a confidential copy of the settlement.

The repeated failures demonstrate how extremely difficult it is to prove to a court that a specific illness is caused by chemical exposure -- even when those chemicals are recognized causes of illness more generally.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Gulf Spill Workers Behind the AP Story-BP special
    

    
    
    Thousands of ordinary people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick. A court settlement was supposed to help compensate them, but it hasn't turned out as expected. AP correspondent Jaime Holguin reports on the story behind the story.

    


An Associated Press investigation that included dozens of interviews with cleanup workers, attorneys and experts, and a review of voluminous court filings revealed: 

--A single switched word in the settlement prevented thousands of workers from receiving anything over the minimum of $1,300 each. To get more, they had to file individual lawsuits -- an option that almost always led to defeat.

--Most federal judges hearing those cases required a level of proof connecting chemical exposure to worker illnesses that the lead government epidemiologist studying the spill says is likely impossible to meet.

--Big law firms representing dozens or even thousands of workers failed their clients in various ways. After BP accused one firm of manufacturing medical claims, its cases were dismissed in big batches. 

    



Robin Greenwald, one of the plaintiffs' attorneys who negotiated the settlement, said even her firm has not been able to win a single medical case against BP. 

"I wanted people to get their day in court and they win or lose at trial," said Greenwald, a former federal environmental prosecutor. "Let a jury decide. ... But they weren't even given the chance to do that."

BP declined to comment for this story, citing ongoing litigation 14 years after the spill.

GETTING SICK

After the explosion on April 20, 2010, the spill was spectacular. A camera live-streamed the rupture on cable news, showing the world in real time gushing oil that wouldn't stop. Oil floated on the Gulf and washed ashore, covering plants, birds and other animals.

To break up oil, roughly 1.8 million gallons of Corexit were dropped from planes and sprayed from boats -- far more than previous U.S. oil spills. The manufacturer said it was safer than dish soap. 

But lab research on human tissue and animals has revealed Corexit can damage cells that protect the airways and cause scarring that narrows breathing tubes, according to Dr. Veena Antony, a University of Alabama professor of pulmonary and critical care medicine who has studied Corexit's effect on lung tissue. Over time, she said, the process can make it harder and harder to breathe.

"I genuinely believe that there was harm done and we didn't realize the harm was being done -- and now people are suffering," said Antony, who testified as an expert witness in one suit against BP. "I would not, at the present time, put my hand even in Corexit without wearing double gloves."

The current producer of Corexit, ChampionX, said the dispersant was pre-approved by the government for use on oil spills and the manufacturer had no role in deciding when or how to spray it.

Oil itself has long been known to cause illness. One of its toxic components is benzene, which can cause conditions ranging from skin irritation to cancer.

    



But now researchers, including Dale Sandler at the National Institutes of Health, are finding that spill workers exposed to amounts of oil assumed safe have suffered from dizziness, nausea, lung problems and heart attacks. 

"The exposures on average were still pretty low," said Sandler, an epidemiologist leading the GuLFSTUDY, a major effort to quantify workers' exposure and track health woes over years. "What surprised us is that we did see a wide range of health effects that were associated with these exposures."

    



Sandler said the study is the largest ever of an oil spill and is ongoing. "We're looking at long-term risks like diabetes, cancer incidence," she said. 

What researchers have found so far is echoed by other studies, including one involving about 3,500 Coast Guard responders. The responders who reported breathing oil fumes were 40% to 50% more likely to have chronic obstructive pulmonary disease-like symptoms and sinus problems compared to those who said they didn't breathe fumes. And responders who reported exposure to both oil and Corexit were more than twice as likely to suffer shortness of breath.

A PROMISING SETTLEMENT

Proving to a court that a specific person's illness was likely caused by their exposure to oil or Corexit can be difficult. 

Yet the settlement for medical claims was supposed to make it easier for workers: BP would agree exposure to the spill could cause a host of known health issues -- and workers suffering from them could file claims for payment. Initially, attorneys advocating for the settlement said it could help as many as 200,000 possibly injured workers and residents.

The settlement also included $105 million from BP for regional health outreach and free health checkups for exposed workers every three years for 21 years. 

But things quickly went awry.

The third-party administrator hired to handle claims, Garretson Resolution Group, initially rejected 78% of roughly 37,000 claims. After many were resubmitted, around 36% still were rejected and claimants received nothing. 

Greenwald was especially frustrated her clients' claims were repeatedly deemed deficient. "We had many a meeting with Garretson's team to try to shake them loose of some of their narrow reading and obsession with deficiencies," she said. "We clearly knew the claim form. We negotiated it."

Matthew Garretson, founder of Garretson Resolution Group, defended his claims handling in an email, saying, "it was the process the parties agreed upon and we had to administer the settlement exactly in the way the parties' Settlement Agreement mandated." The company was paid roughly $115 million to $120 million for administering claims and for the outreach program and medical checkup effort as of 2018, he said.

There was a bigger problem.

At the most basic level, workers could submit affidavits attesting to their medical problems and collect $1,300 -- and residents could collect $900. About 18,000 received that much.

Those with longer-term illnesses who had proof from medical tests could collect up to $60,700, or more if they had been hospitalized. 

But few people had that proof. Forty of about 23,000 with approved claims collected the maximum award -- less than 0.2%. 

Many people lacked health insurance or easy access to a doctor and the required medical tests -- a problem U.S. District Court Judge Carl Barbier, who approved the settlement, acknowledged in a hearing. 

"Speaking for south Louisiana, I know -- you're dealing with people who are probably at the lower end of the socioeconomic scale. Most of these people, I feel sure, likely have no health insurance," he said.

Even when people did seek medical attention, doctors untrained in treating chemical exposures often did not link illnesses to a patient's cleanup work in medical records, according to Greenwald. 

THE NATIONS CLIENTS

The Nations Law Firm, based in Houston, represented thousands of workers like Paul Loup IV, who helped clean an oil-contaminated beach in Pascagoula, Mississippi for several months.

Loup, 68, says he now has chronic respiratory issues, making it hard to stand or speak at length. He quit his job as a procurement manager because it involved too much travel.

The firm had wanted to help clients collect more than the settlement's $1,300 minimum, so it developed a plan to obtain needed medical proof.

It was an assembly line. Out-of-state nurse practitioners who were paid $20 per plaintiff entered medical histories based on information the law firm -- not a doctor -- provided. Firm-designed forms listed illnesses that paid more under the settlement -- and doctors could simply circle them. The forms included a statement linking a patient's illness to oil spill work -- with a line for the doctor to sign. Doctors didn't keep their own patient records.

While such a process might seem suspect, firm founder Howard Nations said in an interview that he met with the claims administrator Garretson to try to develop an acceptable one.

Garretson rejected the claims -- not based on the process, but on a deadline.

THE DEADLINE AND A SWITCHED WORD

The settlement was designed to make it easy to collect money for illnesses that surfaced quickly after crude oil exposure. People with diseases that can show up years later -- such as cancer -- would be forced to file individual federal lawsuits.

Early settlement drafts defined this second group as people with a disease that "manifests" after April 16, 2012. However, a later draft changed the word "manifests" to "diagnosed."

In 2014, BP seized on that change to argue no one diagnosed after the deadline could receive an award for a long-term illness through the settlement.

That meant two people could have the same illness, but the one who got a diagnosis before the deadline could file a claim for compensation while the other would need to file a suit instead.

Judge Barbier said that's not how he was led to believe the settlement he okayed would work. 

"It is rather strange ... that the court would approve a settlement, a class settlement that really doesn't settle thousands of claims and requires them to file another lawsuit," Barbier said at a 2014 hearing. "I mean, it doesn't sound like much of a settlement."

BP attorneys said any other interpretation would invite fraud, allowing opportunistic law firms to pay for a medical diagnosis after the deadline to get a settlement claims payout. They also said the word change was requested by the workers' own attorneys, and Stephen Herman, co-lead counsel for plaintiffs' attorneys, testified they didn't recall how it happened. 

Despite his doubts, Barbier said he had to follow the settlement language. 

His ruling forced thousands of workers out of the relatively easy administrative claims process into federal courts throughout the South.

THE FEDERAL LAWSUITS

The ruling was devastating for Nations clients whose only option was to file federal lawsuits. 

After BP attorneys alleged in Mississippi federal court that the firm manufactured medical diagnoses, Nations agreed to dismiss its cases by the dozens. In an interview, Nations did not deny BP's allegations but said the cases were unwinnable without an adequate expert witness.

Loup, the former beach cleanup worker, said he didn't know until informed by a reporter last year that his case had been dismissed years earlier. "I call (Nations) every six months or so ... and they've just said it's going to take some time," he said.

Another Nations client was Jeff Herring, the deckhand of Maas, the boat captain believed to be the only person whose case reached a settlement. 

When their boat was sprayed with Corexit, Herring started throwing up so badly an ambulance was called to pick him up. Although released from the hospital after a few days, he developed chronic sinus and respiratory problems, according to his lawsuit.

Months later, a doctor at an oil spill medical station referred him to a specialist, and he was hospitalized again, said Herring, now 39. An X-ray found spots on his lungs, and he was supposed to go to New Orleans for further testing but never did.

"That would have took another two weeks being in a hospital over there," he said. "I couldn't because I had to get back to work."

Noting he had no insurance, Herring said he received about $8,000 through the claims process -- not enough to even pay hospital bills. 

Herring's suit was thrown out in 2020 along with 235 other Nations cases, but he said he wasn't told.

Howard Nations said the firm communicated with clients about the status of their cases and although the individual suits were dismissed, he intends to go back to Judge Barbier with new arguments. 

EXPERT WITNESSES

Other law firms met a different obstacle: 

Workers filing individual lawsuits have to prove they were exposed to enough oil or dispersant to -- more likely than not -- cause their illness.

The workers' experts relied on studies, such as those from the National Institutes of Health and the Coast Guard, that found people exposed to oil and Corexit were more likely to develop certain illnesses. 

But BP's experts maintained workers needed to show exactly how much oil and dispersant they had inhaled or ingested and that it was sufficient to cause their sickness. 

Greenwald, the attorney who helped craft the settlement, said meeting such a standard is almost impossible: "I mean, 'How deep did you breathe? Right at the moment you were standing there, was the wind blowing?'" she said. "What mortal human would be able to testify about that?"

Most judges have sided with BP, rejecting workers' experts as unreliable and effectively ending the cases.

Sandler, the NIH epidemiologist, said its researchers went to great lengths to develop data on exposure like nothing ever been done before. "I'm not sure that they'll ever meet the standards that the court is imposing on what constitutes evidence," she said.

It also can be difficult to find an expert witness who knows the science but doesn't have a conflict of interest through work with the oil industry.

The Falcon Law Firm brought on Jerald Cook, a retired Navy physician trained in occupational and environmental medicine, as an expert on numerous cases. He was rejected again and again by judges as BP poked holes in his professional history and work. 

"Your report really doesn't balance the evidence favoring your conclusions with the evidence that disfavors your conclusions; isn't that fair?" a BP attorney asked Cook in a deposition.

"Yeah. I think that's -- that's fair," Cook replied.

He declined comment, and Falcon did not reply to requests for comment.

Some law firms that took on hundreds of cases have simply buckled under the strain, begging judges for more time so their overloaded experts could produce reports.

LOOKING FORWARD

It's not completely over. 

The Downs Law Group, which has lost hundreds of cases against BP, is appealing in the 5th and the 11th U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeals, hoping they'll rule federal district judges have misconstrued the level of proof needed for toxic exposure cases. One of those judges said the issue is "very ripe for the Supreme Court to resolve."

"It has a broader reach than the BP oil spill," said Jason Clark, a Downs attorney. "If the burden is one that's too high for any plaintiff to meet, then a lot of people who are exposed ... are never going to see justice."

Meanwhile, Downs is talking to thousands of people interested in suing over illnesses such as cancer that emerged years after the spill, Clark said.

Sandler, the NIH epidemiologist, said the high burden of proof demanded by most judges means "people can't win."

"I think at the end of the day, did the oil from the oil spill make people sick? Yes," Sandler said. "Now, courts may view this from a very different lens, but from a public health standpoint -- yes, the oil spill made people sick."

___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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NFL draft has potential to set a record for most players on offense selected in the first round

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - LSU quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) celebrates with his parents on senior day, for his final home game, before an NCAA college football game against Texas A&M in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023. Daniels is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern California quarterback Caleb Williams throws a pass during the second half of the team's NCAA college football game against UCLA, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Los Angeles. Williams is expected to be taken in the first round of the NFL Draft. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)]
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[image: FILE - North Carolina quarterback Drake Maye (10) flips the ball into the air after scoring a rushing touchdown as teammate wide receiver Gavin Blackwell (2) look on during the second overtime of an NCAA college football game against Appalachian State, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Reinhold Matay, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | FILE - North Carolina quarterback Drake Maye (10) flips the ball into the air after scoring a rushing touchdown as teammate wide receiver Gavin Blackwell (2) look on during the second overtime of an NCAA college football game against Appalachian State, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Reinhold Matay, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Michigan quarterback J.J. McCarthy speaks during a press conference at the NFL football scouting combine in Indianapolis, Friday, March 1, 2024. McCarthy is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern California quarterback Caleb Williams throws a pass during the second half of the team's NCAA college football game against UCLA, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Los Angeles. Williams is expected to be taken in the first round of the NFL Draft. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)]
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                                        The NFL draft will be offensive.
We're not talking about hurt feelings. This draft has the potential to set a record for most offensive players selected in the first round.
No draft has seen more than 19 players on offense chosen in the first round. That happened three times, most recently in 2009.
Many draft experts are predicting more than 20 offensive players will go in the first round and some have up to 25.
The AP's final mock draft had 22 going in the first round, including 10 offensive linemen, six wide receivers, five quarterbacks and one tight end.
Quarterbacks get the most attention, of course. Caleb Williams is ticketed for the Chicago Bears with the No. 1 pick.
Beyond him, there are plenty of questions. The Washington Commanders need a franchise QB and will choose from Jayden Daniels, the 2023 Heisman Trophy winner, and Drake Maye at No. 2. J.J. McCarthy's stock has soared since leading Michigan to a national championship and he could end up in the top five, with some analysts even putting him ahead of Daniels and Maye.

    


Michael Penix Jr. and Bo Nix are in the second tier, but could end up drafted in the latter part of the opening round.




"The quarterback position is a hard position to evaluate and I'd say with the history of the draft, there's guys that hit and there's guys that don't," Arizona Cardinals general manager Monti Ossenfort said. "There's a lot of things that go into what makes a good quarterback, not only on field but off the field, and I think that's why that position is such a challenging evaluation for a lot of people in the game."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Las Vegas Raiders own the 13th pick, so they'd have to move up to secure one of the top four guys. They enter the draft with veteran Gardner Minshew and second-year pro Aidan O'Connell and could stay put to take the best player available and still end up with Penix or Nix later.

    


"There's really no consensus boards, at least since I've been in the league," Raiders GM Tom Telesco said. "You've got 32 different teams that look at things 32 different ways. So our ranking may be different than other rankings, so I don't know if there's necessarily a top three and a next two or a next three. ... It's going to be a little bit different for everybody, depending on what you're looking for."
Wide receivers are a hot commodity with Marvin Harrison Jr., Malik Nabers and Rome Odunze not only considered among the top five potential picks but the best players in the entire draft.
"I think you could make a case the three highest-graded players in this draft are the three receivers," NFL Network draft analyst Daniel Jeremiah said.
Brian Thomas Jr., Adonai Mitchell and Troy Franklin round out the six wideouts in the AP's mock first round. Other potential first-round picks include Ladd McConkey and Xavier Legette. It's such a deep class of receivers that teams could wait to snag an eventual starter on Day 2 or even Day 3.
Protecting the quarterback is critical to a team's success, so there's always an emphasis on offensive linemen, especially tackles.

    


Joe Alt is the consensus top lineman and is expected to be a top-10 pick. J.C. Latham, Olumuyiwa Fashanu, Taliese Fuaga and Troy Fautanu could go in the top 20. Amarius Mims, Graham Barton, Tyler Guyton and Jordan Morgan are also in the mix. Jackson Powers-Johnson is the top interior lineman in the draft.
"They're all really talented," Jeremiah said. "When you look at that top group of guys, really I would say you're talking about Alt, Fashanu, Fuaga, Latham. I would think those are pretty unanimous, whatever order you have them, those are kind of the top four guys."
For teams looking at defense, the draft has several talented edge rushers and cornerbacks. The AP's mock draft has four players at each of those positions going in the first round, along with two interior defensive linemen.
Edge rushers Dallas Turner, Laiatu Latu, Jared Verse and Chop Robinson, cornerbacks Quinyon Mitchell, Terrion Arnold, Nate Wiggins and Kool-Aid McKinstry, and defensive tackles Byron Murphy and Jer'Zhan Newton are among the best defensive players.

    


Many teams prioritize edge rushers, and Turner is expected to be the first defensive player selected -- possibly by Atlanta at No. 8.
Only once in the past 57 years have the first seven picks all been offensive players. That happened in 2021.
"When you look at the history of drafts, you can look at a lot of times like, 'OK, we really need a pressure player, so make sure you get that,'" Falcons GM Terry Fontenot said. "But we can look back at drafts where someone reached on a pressure player and left some really good football players on the board at other positions.
"It's a strong draft. We're going to be staring at some really good players at eight, or whether we're up a little bit or whether we're back a little bit, and that's the excitement. We're wide open."
Every personnel boss says the same until they're on the clock. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nfl-draft-2024-598d5970ee0b85ed36a4c94ce25adea4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Allman Brothers Band co-founder and legendary guitarist Dickey Betts dies at 80

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Dickey Betts, a founding member of the Allman Brothers Band, exits the funeral of Gregg Allman at Snow's Memorial Chapel, June 3, 2017, in Macon, Ga. Guitar legend Betts, who co-founded the Allman Brothers Band and wrote their biggest hit, ]
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                                        Guitar legend Dickey Betts, who co-founded the Allman Brothers Band and wrote their biggest hit, "Ramblin' Man," has died. He was 80.
The Rock & Roll Hall of Famer died at his home in Osprey, Florida, David Spero, Betts' manager of 20 years, confirmed. Betts had been battling cancer for more than a year and had chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, Spero said.
"He was surrounded by his whole family and he passed peacefully. They didn't think he was in any pain," Spero said by phone.
Betts shared lead guitar duties with Duane Allman in the original Allman Brothers Band to help give the group its distinctive sound and create a new genre -- Southern rock. Acts including Lynyrd Skynyrd, Kid Rock, Phish and Jason Isbell -- among many others -- were influenced by the Allmans' music, which combined the blues, country, R&B and jazz with '60s rock.

    


Founded in 1969, the Allmans were a pioneering jam band, trampling the traditional notion of three-minute pop songs by performing lengthy compositions in concert and on record. The band was also notable as a biracial group from the Deep South.
Duane Allman died in a motorcycle accident in 1971, and founding member Berry Oakley was killed in a motorcycle crash a year later. That left Betts and Allman's younger brother Gregg as the band's leaders, but they frequently clashed, and substance abuse caused further dysfunction. The band broke up at least twice before reforming, and has had more than a dozen lineups.




The Allman Brothers Band was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 1995 and earned a Lifetime Achievement Grammy Award in 2012. Betts left the group for good in 2000, and also played solo and with his own band Great Southern, which included his son, guitarist Duane Betts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Forrest Richard Betts was born Dec. 12, 1943, and was raised in the Bradenton, Florida, area, near the highway 41 he sang about in "Ramblin' Man." His family had lived in area since the mid-19th century.

    


Betts grew up listening to country, bluegrass and Western swing, and played the ukulele and banjo before focusing on the electric guitar because it impressed girls. At 16 he left home for his first road trip, joining the circus to play in a band.
He returned home, and with bassist Oakley joined a group that became the Jacksonville, Florida-based band Second Coming. One night in 1969 Betts and Oakley jammed with Duane Allman, already a successful session musician, and his younger brother, and together they formed the Allman Brothers Band.
The group moved to Macon, Georgia, and released a self-titled debut album in 1969. A year later came the album "Idlewild South," highlighted by Betts' instrumental composition "In Memory of Elizabeth Reed," which soon became a concert staple.
The 1971 double album "At Fillmore East," now considered among the greatest live albums of the classic rock era, was the Allmans' commercial breakthrough and cemented their performing reputation by showcasing the unique guitar interplay between Allman and Betts. Their styles contrasted, with Allman playing bluesy slide guitar, while Betts' solos and singing tugged the band toward country. When layered in harmony, their playing was especially distinctive.

    


The group also had two drummers -- "Jaimoe" Johanson, who is Black, and Butch Trucks.
Duane Allman died four days after "Fillmore" was certified as a gold record, but the band carried on and crowds continued to grow. The 1973 album "Brothers and Sisters" rose to No. 1 on the charts and featured "Ramblin' Man," with Betts singing the lead and bringing twang to the Top 40. The song reached No. 2 on the singles charts and was kept out of the No. 1 spot by "Half Breed" by Cher, who later married Gregg Allman.
The soaring sound of Betts' guitar on "Ramblin' Man" reverberated in neighborhood bars around the country for decades, and the song underscored his knack for melodic hooks. "Ramblin' Man" was the Allmans' only Top Ten hit, but Betts' catchy 7 1/2-minute instrumental composition "Jessica," recorded in 1972, became an FM radio staple.

    


Betts also wrote or co-wrote some of the band's other best-loved songs, including "Blue Sky" and "Southbound." In later years the group remained a successful touring act with Betts and Warren Haynes on guitar. Gregg Allman and Butch Trucks died in 2017.
After leaving the Allmans for good, Betts continued to play with his own group and lived in the Bradenton area with his wife, Donna.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dickey-betts-allman-brothers-dies-obituary-fe2e01a963d446538b2f10fd134165e8



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



United Arab Emirates struggles to recover after heaviest recorded rainfall ever hits desert nation

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The United Arab Emirates is struggled to recover from the heaviest recorded rainfall ever to hit the desert nation, as its main airport worked to restore normal operations even as floodwater still covered portions of major highways and roads. (AP video/Malak Harb)
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    [image: A man walks along a road barrier among floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 20 | A man walks along a road barrier among floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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A man walks along a road barrier among floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man carries luggage through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 20 | A man carries luggage through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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A man carries luggage through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: An abandoned vehicle stands in floodwater caused by heavy rain with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, seen on the background, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 20 | An abandoned vehicle stands in floodwater caused by heavy rain with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, seen on the background, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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An abandoned vehicle stands in floodwater caused by heavy rain with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, seen on the background, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: People wait for transportation amidst floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]
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People wait for transportation amidst floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: A man carries a child through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 20 | A man carries a child through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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A man carries a child through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: Vehicles drive through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain on an onramp to Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 20 | Vehicles drive through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain on an onramp to Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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Vehicles drive through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain on an onramp to Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: Vehicles drive through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]
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Vehicles drive through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: People wait for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 20 | People wait for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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People wait for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: People walk through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 20 | People walk through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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People walk through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: Abandoned vehicles stand in floodwater caused by heavy rain along Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 20 | Abandoned vehicles stand in floodwater caused by heavy rain along Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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Abandoned vehicles stand in floodwater caused by heavy rain along Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: An abandoned vehicle stands in floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 20 | An abandoned vehicle stands in floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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An abandoned vehicle stands in floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: A flooded street by heavy rain is seen, with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, on the background, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 20 | A flooded street by heavy rain is seen, with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, on the background, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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A flooded street by heavy rain is seen, with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, on the background, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: A man walks through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, seen in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]
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A man walks through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, seen in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: A man walks through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 20 | A man walks through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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A man walks through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: A group of people work to recover an abandoned vehicle taken by floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 20 | A group of people work to recover an abandoned vehicle taken by floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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A group of people work to recover an abandoned vehicle taken by floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: Vehicles drive through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 20 | Vehicles drive through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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Vehicles drive through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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[image: A man walks through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 20 | A man walks through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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A man walks through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: A man walks through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 20 | A man walks through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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A man walks through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: Civil defense officials bring water on a raft to a family in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 20 | Civil defense officials bring water on a raft to a family in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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Civil defense officials bring water on a raft to a family in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: Dubai civil defense officials drive through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 20 | Dubai civil defense officials drive through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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Dubai civil defense officials drive through floodwater in the Mudon neighborhood in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: XXXXX in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. XXXXX. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- The United Arab Emirates tried to wring itself out Thursday after the heaviest recorded rainfall ever to hit the desert nation, with its main airport allowing more flights even as floodwater still covered portions of major highways and communities. 

Dubai International Airport, the world's busiest for international travel, allowed global carriers on Thursday morning to again fly into Terminal 1 at the airfield. And long-haul carrier Emirates, crucial to East-West travel, began allowing local passengers to arrive at Terminal 3, their base of operations. 

However, Dubai Airports CEO Paul Griffiths said in an interview with The Associated Press that the airfield needed at least another 24 hours to resume operations close to its usual schedule. Meanwhile, one desert community in Dubai saw floodwaters continue to rise Thursday to as much as 1 meter (3 feet) as civil defense officials struggled to pump out the water. 

"We were looking at the radar thinking, 'Goodness, if this hits, then it's going to be cataclysmic,'" Griffiths said of the storm. "And indeed it was."





    



The airport ended up needing 22 tankers with vacuum pumps to get water off its grounds. Griffiths acknowledged that taxiways flooded during the rains, though the airport's runways remained free of water to safely operate. Online videos of a FlyDubai flight landing with its reverse thrust spraying out water caught the world's attention. 

"It looks dramatic, but it actually isn't that dramatic," Griffiths said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Emirates, whose operations had been struggling since the storm Tuesday, had stopped travelers flying out of the UAE from checking into their flights as they tried to move out connecting passengers. Pilots and flight crews also had a hard time reaching the airport given the water on roadways. 

But on Thursday, Emirates lifted that order to allow customers into the airport. That saw some 2,000 people come into Terminal 3, again sparking long lines, Griffiths said. 

Others who arrived at the airport described hourslong waits to get their baggage, with some just giving up to head home or to whatever hotel would have them. 

    



The UAE, a hereditarily ruled, autocratic nation on the Arabian Peninsula, typically sees little rainfall in its arid desert climate. However, a massive storm forecasters had been warning about for days blew through the country's seven sheikhdoms. 

By the end of Tuesday, more than 142 millimeters (5.59 inches) of rainfall had soaked Dubai over 24 hours. An average year sees 94.7 millimeters (3.73 inches) of rain at Dubai International Airport. Other areas of the country saw even more precipitation.

Meanwhile, intense floods also have struck neighboring Oman in recent days. Authorities on Thursday raised the death toll from those storms to at least 21 killed.

The UAE's drainage systems quickly became overwhelmed Tuesday, flooding out neighborhoods, business districts and even portions of the 12-lane Sheikh Zayed Road highway running through Dubai. 

The state-run WAM news agency called the rain "a historic weather event" that surpassed "anything documented since the start of data collection in 1949."

    



In a message to the nation late Wednesday, Emirati leader Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the ruler of Abu Dhabi, said authorities would "quickly work on studying the condition of infrastructure throughout the UAE and to limit the damage caused."

On Thursday, people waded through oil-slicked floodwater to reach cars earlier abandoned, checking to see if their engines still ran. Tanker trucks with vacuums began reaching some areas outside of Dubai's downtown core for the first time as well. Schools remain closed until next week. 

Authorities have offered no overall damage or injury information from the floods, which killed at least one person.

However, at least one community saw the effects of the rainfall only get worse Thursday. Mudon, a development by the state-owned Dubai Properties, saw flooding in one neighborhood reach as much as 1 meter. Civil defense workers tried to pump the water out, but it was a struggle as people waded through the floodwater. 

Residents of Mudon, who spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity given the UAE's strict laws governing speech, described putting together the equivalent of nearly $2,000 to get a tanker to the community Wednesday. They alleged the developers did nothing to help prior to that, even as they called and emailed. They also said a nearby sewage processing facility failed, bringing more water into their homes. 

"A lot of people were in denial of how bad it was," one homeowner said as civil defense officials waded through the water, bringing bottled water on a raft. 

Dubai Holding, a state-owned company that has Dubai Properties as an arm, did not respond to questions. It's part of a wider nexus that U.S. diplomats have called "Dubai Inc." -- all properties overseen by the city-state's ruling family. 

The flooding sparked speculation that the UAE's aggressive campaign of cloud seeding -- flying small planes through clouds dispersing chemicals aimed at getting rain to fall -- may have contributed to the deluge. But experts said the storm systems that produced the rain were forecast well in advance and that cloud seeding alone would not have caused such flooding.

Scientists also say climate change is responsible for more intense and more frequent extreme storms, droughts, floods and wildfires around the world. Dubai hosted the United Nations' COP28 climate talks just last year.

Abu Dhabi's state-linked newspaper The National in an editorial Thursday described the heavy rains as a warning to countries in the wider Persian Gulf region to "climate-proof their futures."

"The scale of this task is more daunting than it appears even at first glance, because such changes involve changing the urban environment of a region that for as long as it has been inhabited, has experienced little but heat and sand," the newspaper said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uae-rain-flood-recovery-dubai-airport-travel-a0fb046e15b39f126a16e5a599a7b313
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Frustrated farmers are rebelling against EU rules. The far right is stoking the flames

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Polish farmers with national flags and angry slogans written on boards, protest against European Union green policies that trim their production and against cheap grain and other food imports from Ukraine, in Warsaw, Poland, on Feb. 27, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 12 | FILE - Polish farmers with national flags and angry slogans written on boards, protest against European Union green policies that trim their production and against cheap grain and other food imports from Ukraine, in Warsaw, Poland, on Feb. 27, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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[image: FILE - Angry farmers scuffle with police officers at the International Agriculture Fair as French President Emmanuel Macron tours the exhibition on the opening day in Paris, on Feb. 24, 2024. Farmers across Europe have been protesting for weeks over what they say are excessively restrictive environmental rules. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 12 | FILE - Angry farmers scuffle with police officers at the International Agriculture Fair as French President Emmanuel Macron tours the exhibition on the opening day in Paris, on Feb. 24, 2024. Farmers across Europe have been protesting for weeks over what they say are excessively restrictive environmental rules. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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[image: Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 12 | Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: FILE - European Commissioner for European Green Deal Frans Timmermans speaks during a media conference at EU headquarters in Brussels, on June 28, 2023. The EU is seeking to push through stringent nature and agricultural laws as part of its vaunted Green Deal that needs to turn the bloc into a climate neutral continent by 2050, forcing farmers through drastic changes at a time of financial insecurity. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 12 | FILE - European Commissioner for European Green Deal Frans Timmermans speaks during a media conference at EU headquarters in Brussels, on June 28, 2023. The EU is seeking to push through stringent nature and agricultural laws as part of its vaunted Green Deal that needs to turn the bloc into a climate neutral continent by 2050, forcing farmers through drastic changes at a time of financial insecurity. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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[image: FILE - Farmers park their tractors near the European Council building in Brussels during a demonstration on March 26, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | FILE - Farmers park their tractors near the European Council building in Brussels during a demonstration on March 26, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)
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[image: FILE - Marion Marechal, Marine Le Pen's niece and Executive Vice President of French far-right party 'Reconquete', center, speaks with farmers and journalists during a demonstration of French and Belgian farmers outside the European Parliament in Brussels, on Jan. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 12 | FILE - Marion Marechal, Marine Le Pen's niece and Executive Vice President of French far-right party 'Reconquete', center, speaks with farmers and journalists during a demonstration of French and Belgian farmers outside the European Parliament in Brussels, on Jan. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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[image: FILE - A tractor collects straw on a field in a private farm in Zhurivka, Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Aug. 10, 2023. Add the Ukraine war and the EU's decision to give the embattled nation sizeable leeway to export its cheap produce that often doesn't even have meet strict environmental standards that EU farmers face, and it makes for a perfect storm just as the EU-wide elections are drawing near. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 12 | FILE - A tractor collects straw on a field in a private farm in Zhurivka, Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Aug. 10, 2023. Add the Ukraine war and the EU's decision to give the embattled nation sizeable leeway to export its cheap produce that often doesn't even have meet strict environmental standards that EU farmers face, and it makes for a perfect storm just as the EU-wide elections are drawing near. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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[image: FILE - Protesting farmers dump a load of produce onto a main boulevard during a demonstration outside the European Council building in Brussels, on March 26, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Harry Nakos, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 12 | FILE - Protesting farmers dump a load of produce onto a main boulevard during a demonstration outside the European Council building in Brussels, on March 26, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Harry Nakos, File)
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[image: FILE - Belgian Farmer and politician, Bart Dochy, stands in front of tractors in a barn at his family farm in Ledegem, Belgium, on Feb. 13, 2024. As the Christian Democrat mayor of the farming town of Ledegem and a parliamentarian, Dochy represents the powers that have always been dominant in farming communities for centuries in large swathes of Europe, Christian and Conservative. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 12 | FILE - Belgian Farmer and politician, Bart Dochy, stands in front of tractors in a barn at his family farm in Ledegem, Belgium, on Feb. 13, 2024. As the Christian Democrat mayor of the farming town of Ledegem and a parliamentarian, Dochy represents the powers that have always been dominant in farming communities for centuries in large swathes of Europe, Christian and Conservative. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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[image: FILE - People walk under a banner advertising the European elections outside the European Parliament in Brussels, on Jan. 24, 2024. The Farmers Defense Force and partners plan to hold one more massive protest of farmers close to EU headquarters in Brussels on June 4. Voting for the elections starts two days later. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 12 | FILE - People walk under a banner advertising the European elections outside the European Parliament in Brussels, on Jan. 24, 2024. The Farmers Defense Force and partners plan to hold one more massive protest of farmers close to EU headquarters in Brussels on June 4. Voting for the elections starts two days later. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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[image: Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 12 | Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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    [image: Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 12 | Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 12
Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: FILE - Polish farmers with national flags and angry slogans written on boards, protest against European Union green policies that trim their production and against cheap grain and other food imports from Ukraine, in Warsaw, Poland, on Feb. 27, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 12 | FILE - Polish farmers with national flags and angry slogans written on boards, protest against European Union green policies that trim their production and against cheap grain and other food imports from Ukraine, in Warsaw, Poland, on Feb. 27, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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FILE - Polish farmers with national flags and angry slogans written on boards, protest against European Union green policies that trim their production and against cheap grain and other food imports from Ukraine, in Warsaw, Poland, on Feb. 27, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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[image: FILE - Angry farmers scuffle with police officers at the International Agriculture Fair as French President Emmanuel Macron tours the exhibition on the opening day in Paris, on Feb. 24, 2024. Farmers across Europe have been protesting for weeks over what they say are excessively restrictive environmental rules. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 12 | FILE - Angry farmers scuffle with police officers at the International Agriculture Fair as French President Emmanuel Macron tours the exhibition on the opening day in Paris, on Feb. 24, 2024. Farmers across Europe have been protesting for weeks over what they say are excessively restrictive environmental rules. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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FILE - Angry farmers scuffle with police officers at the International Agriculture Fair as French President Emmanuel Macron tours the exhibition on the opening day in Paris, on Feb. 24, 2024. Farmers across Europe have been protesting for weeks over what they say are excessively restrictive environmental rules. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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[image: Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 12 | Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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[image: FILE - European Commissioner for European Green Deal Frans Timmermans speaks during a media conference at EU headquarters in Brussels, on June 28, 2023. The EU is seeking to push through stringent nature and agricultural laws as part of its vaunted Green Deal that needs to turn the bloc into a climate neutral continent by 2050, forcing farmers through drastic changes at a time of financial insecurity. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Farmers park their tractors near the European Council building in Brussels during a demonstration on March 26, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)]
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[image: FILE - Marion Marechal, Marine Le Pen's niece and Executive Vice President of French far-right party 'Reconquete', center, speaks with farmers and journalists during a demonstration of French and Belgian farmers outside the European Parliament in Brussels, on Jan. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - A tractor collects straw on a field in a private farm in Zhurivka, Kyiv region, Ukraine, on Aug. 10, 2023. Add the Ukraine war and the EU's decision to give the embattled nation sizeable leeway to export its cheap produce that often doesn't even have meet strict environmental standards that EU farmers face, and it makes for a perfect storm just as the EU-wide elections are drawing near. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Protesting farmers dump a load of produce onto a main boulevard during a demonstration outside the European Council building in Brussels, on March 26, 2024. Across the EU, long convoys of tractors have cut off economic lifelines like ports and beltways around major cities, sometimes for days on end, with costs to industry running into the tens of millions daily and keeping hundreds of thousands of people from going to work. (AP Photo/Harry Nakos, File)]
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[image: FILE - Belgian Farmer and politician, Bart Dochy, stands in front of tractors in a barn at his family farm in Ledegem, Belgium, on Feb. 13, 2024. As the Christian Democrat mayor of the farming town of Ledegem and a parliamentarian, Dochy represents the powers that have always been dominant in farming communities for centuries in large swathes of Europe, Christian and Conservative. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - People walk under a banner advertising the European elections outside the European Parliament in Brussels, on Jan. 24, 2024. The Farmers Defense Force and partners plan to hold one more massive protest of farmers close to EU headquarters in Brussels on June 4. Voting for the elections starts two days later. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: Farmer's Defense Force vice president Jos Ubels poses for a portrait at his farm in Anderen, Northern Netherlands, Monday, March 18, 2024. Ubels feels that everything from overbearing bureaucrats insisting when farmers should sow or harvest, imposing excessive restrictions on fertilizer and manure use and unfair international competition condoned by the European Union have created a potent mix that has driven him away from mainstream politics. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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                                        ANDEREN, Netherlands (AP) -- Inside the barn on the flat fields of the northern Netherlands, Jos Ubels cradles a newborn Blonde d'Aquitaine calf, the latest addition to his herd of over 300 dairy cattle. 
Little could be more idyllic. 
Little, says Ubels, could be more under threat. 
As Europe seeks to address the threat of climate change, it's imposing more rules on farmers like Ubels. He spends a day a week on bureaucracy, answering the demands of European Union and national officials who seek to decide when farmers can sow and reap, and how much fertilizer or manure they can use. 
Meanwhile, competition from cheap imports is undercutting prices for their produce, without having to meet the same standards. Mainstream political parties failed to act on farmers' complaints for decades, Ubels says. Now the radical right is stepping in.
Across much of the 27-nation EU, from Finland to Greece, Poland to Ireland, farmers' discontent is gathering momentum as June EU parliamentary elections draw near. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    



    


Ubels is the second in command of the Farmers Defense Force, one of the most prominent groups to emerge from the foment. The FDF, whose symbol is a crossed double pitchfork, was formed in 2019 and has since expanded to Belgium. It has ties to similar groups elsewhere in the EU and is a driving force behind a planned June 4 demonstration in Brussels it hopes will bring 100,000 people to the EU capital and help define the outcome of the elections.




"It is time that we fight back," said Ubels. "We're done with quietly listening and doing what we are told."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Has he lost trust in democracy? "No. ... I have lost my faith in politics. And that is one step removed." 
The FDF itself puts it more ominously on its website: "Our confidence in the rule of law is wavering!"
___
This story, supported by the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting, is part of an ongoing Associated Press series covering threats to democracy in Europe.

    


___
'DON'T LET UP!'
In March, protesting farmers from Belgium ran amok at a demonstration outside EU headquarters in Brussels, setting fire to a subway station entrance and attacking police with eggs and liquid manure. In France, protesters tried to storm a government building. 
In a video from another protest, in front of burning tires and pallets, FDF leader Mark van den Oever said two politicians made him sick to his stomach, saying they would "soon be at the center of attention." The FDF denies this was a threat of physical violence. 
Across the EU, over the winter, tractor convoys blockaded ports and major roads, sometimes for days, in some of the most severe farm protests in half a century. 
Farmers and the EU have had a sometimes testy relationship. What's new is the shift toward the extreme right. 
Destitute after World War II and with hunger still a scourge in winter, Europe desperately needed food security. The EU stepped in, securing abundant food for the population, turning the sector into an export powerhouse and currently funding farmers to the tune of over 50 billion euros a year. 

    


Yet, despite agriculture's strategic importance, the EU acknowledges that farmers earn about 40% less than non-farm workers, while 80% of support goes to a privileged 20% of farmers. Many of the bloc's 8.7 million farm workers are close to or below the poverty line.
At the same time, the EU is seeking to push through stringent nature and agricultural laws as part of its Green Deal to make the bloc climate-neutral by 2050. Agriculture accounts for more than 10% of EU greenhouse gas emissions, from sources such as the nitrous oxide in fertilizers, carbon dioxide from vehicles and methane from cattle. 
Cutting these emissions has forced short-notice changes on farmers at a time of financial insecurity. The COVID-19 pandemic and surging inflation have increased the cost of goods and labor, while farmers' earnings are down as squeezed consumers cut back. 
And then there's the war next door. After Russia's full-scale invasion in February 2022, the EU granted tariff-free access for agricultural imports from Ukraine, many of them exempt from the strict environmental standards the bloc enforces on its own producers. Imports surged from 7 billion euros in 2021 to 13 billion euros the following year, causing gluts and undercutting farmers, particularly in Poland. 

    


"Don't let up," Marion Marechal, the lead candidate for France's extreme right Reconquest! party in the June elections, exhorted farmers at a protest earlier this year. "You have to be in the streets. You have to make yourself heard. You have to --" she tried to finish the sentence but was drowned out by shouts of "Don't Let Up! Don't Let Up!"
FERTILE GROUND
Farming in Europe is about more than just food; it touches on identity. In France, the far right taps into the love of "terroir," that mythical combination of soil, location, culture and climate.

    


"The French realize that the farmers are the roots of our society," said Marechal. 
Such sentiments echo across Europe. In Ireland, where more than a million people died in the famine of 1845-1852, farming "is deep in our culture, in our psyche," said Environment Minister Eamon Ryan, a Green Party lawmaker. 
The far right has used farming as a way to attack mainstream parties. In Italy, the far right has mocked the EU's efforts to promote a low-carbon diet, playing on farmers' fears that lab-grown proteins and insects could one day replace meat. 
"Revolt is the language of those who are not listened to. Now, back off," warned far-right Italian lawmaker Nicola Procaccini in February. In a few months, he said, the European elections "will put people back in place of ideologies."
Such calls fall on fertile ground. According to predictions by the European Council on Foreign Relations, the radical right Identity and Democracy group could become the third biggest overall in the next European Parliament, behind the Christian Democrats and the Socialists, but edging out the Liberals and Greens. The farm protests are providing vital leverage. 
A SPADE IS A SPADE 
One farmer sidestepping militant demonstrations is Bart Dochy in western Belgium. As the Christian Democrat mayor of the farming town of Ledegem and a regional parliamentarian in Flanders, he represents the traditional forces in European farming communities: Christianity and conservativism. When Socialism took the big cities, the countryside and its farmers remained staunchly Christian Democrat.
That's now changed. Once, billboards with the cry, "Save our farmers!" would have come from his party; now, they bear the logo of the far-right Flemish Interest, predicted by polls to become the biggest party in Belgium in June. 
"In a sense it is only logical that the extreme parties have specialized in capturing that discontent. They call a spade a spade. And that is good," he said. But farming is complicated, he warned: nature, trade, budgets, commodity prices and geopolitics are all involved. Solutions will have to come from common sense, "not from the extremes." 
Dochy's Christian Democrats are part of the biggest group in the EU parliament, the European People's Party, once a strong proponent of the EU's Green Deal. Farmers, after all, are among the biggest losers from climate change, affected at different times by flooding, wildfires, drought and extreme temperatures. 
But ever since the demonstrations started, EU politics on agriculture and climate have shifted rightwards, outraging many of the center right's old allies with whom it set up the Green Deal. Measures to reduce pesticide use and protect biodiversity have been weakened, while the protesters' demands to cut regulation have been heard.
But as the rhetoric heats up, so too does the climate. Data for early 2024 shows record-breaking temperatures in Europe. In Greece -- where an estimated 1,750 square kilometers (675 square miles) burned in 2023, the worst fire in EU records -- wildfires are already breaking out, weeks earlier than expected. 
The far right offers no detailed solutions to the climate crisis but it has proved adept at tapping into farmers' frustrations. In its program for the June elections, the Dutch far-right party, the PVV, is short on details but big on slogans about "climate hysteria" and its "tsunami of rules." Nature and climate laws, it said, "should not lead to whole sectors being forced into bankruptcy." 
Ubels made the case for farmers' realpolitik. 
"The government doesn't listen to us, but the opposition does," he said. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/europe-democracy-farmers-protest-green-deal-elections-a0278919b2fe47c7476c0c56ccf4850b
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Poland's president becomes the latest leader to visit Donald Trump as allies eye a possible return

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump walks with Poland's President Andrzej Duda at Trump Tower in midtown Manhattan in New York on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump meets with Poland's President Andrzej Duda at Trump Tower in midtown Manhattan in New York on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump greets Poland's President Andrzej Duda at Trump Tower in midtown Manhattan in New York on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump met Wednesday in New York with Polish President Andrzej Duda, the latest in a series of meetings with foreign leaders as Europe braces for the possibility of a second Trump term.
The presumptive Republican nominee hosted Duda at Trump Tower, where the two discussed the war in Ukraine and Duda's push to boost NATO members' defense spending, according to a readout from Trump's campaign. Duda, who has long expressed admiration for Trump, is also a staunch supporter of Ukraine and has encouraged Washington to provide more aid to Kyiv amid Russian's ongoing invasion. That funding has been held up by Trump allies in Congress.
As he arrived, Trump praised the Polish president, saying, "He's done a fantastic job and he's my friend."
"We had four great years together," Trump added. "We're behind Poland all the way."

    


Following the almost 2 1/2 hour meeting, Duda said only that it was a "friendly meeting in very nice atmosphere."
His aide, Wojciech Kolarski, also in attendance, described it as an "excellent meeting" of "two friends who reminisced on the time when for four years they cooperated while holding presidential offices," a time that was "very fruitful for Polish-U.S. relations."




Duda is the latest foreign leader to meet with Trump in the weeks since he locked up the Republican nomination. U.S. allies across the world were caught off guard by Trump's surprise 2016 win, forcing them to scramble to build relationships with a president who often attacked longstanding treaties and alliances they valued. Setting up meetings with him during the 2024 campaign suggests they don't want to be behind again.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even as he goes on trial for one of the four criminal indictments against him, Trump and Democratic President Joe Biden are locked in a rematch that most observers expect will be exceedingly close in November.

    


While some in Poland worried the visit might damage the country's relationship with Biden, Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn. -- a Biden ally and a major voice in his party on foreign affairs -- said such meetings make sense.
"The polls are close," he said. "If I were a foreign leader -- and there's a precedent attached to meeting with candidates who are nominated or on the path to being nominated -- I'd probably do it too."
Murphy noted that former President Barack Obama did a lengthy international tour and met with foreign leaders when he first ran for the White House. So did Mitt Romney, the former Massachusetts governor, who challenged Obama in 2012 and whose trip included a stop in Poland's capital, Warsaw.
Duda's visit comes a week after Trump met with British Foreign Secretary David Cameron, another NATO member and key proponent of supporting Ukraine, at the former president's Florida estate.
In March, Trump hosted Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, an autocrat who has maintained the closest relationship with Russia among European Union countries. Orban shared a montage of footage of the visit on his Instagram feed, which included an image of him and his staff meeting with Trump and the former president's aides in a scene that looked like an official bilateral meeting. 

    


Trump also met briefly in February with Javier Milei, the fiery, right-wing populist president of Argentina who ran a campaign inspired by Trump, complete with red "Make Argentina Great Again" hats. Milei gave Trump an excited hug backstage at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference outside Washington, according to video posted by a Trump campaign aide.
Biden administration officials have been careful not to weigh in publicly on foreign leaders' meetings with Trump, acknowledging he has a real chance of winning the race.
While some officials have privately expressed frustration with such meetings, they are mindful that any criticism would open the U.S. to charges of hypocrisy because senior American officials, including Secretary of State Antony Blinken, meet frequently with foreign opposition figures at various forums in the United States and abroad.

    


Security and policy officials monitor the travel plans of foreign officials visiting the U.S., but generally don't have a say in where they go or with whom they meet, according to an administration official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss protocol.
Trump has been back in his hometown this week for the start of his criminal hush money trial, which has dramatically limited his ability to travel and campaign. While in town, aides have been planning a series of events that began Tuesday evening when Trump, after court adjourned, stopped by a Harlem bodega where a man was killed to rail against crime, and to blast the district attorney who made him the first former president in U.S. history to stand criminal trial.
Duda, a right-wing populist who once proposed naming a military base in his country "Fort Trump," described the dinner earlier Wednesday as a private get-together between friends at Trump's former residence while he is in town for meetings at the United Nations, where Duda is to deliver a speech.

    


"I have been invited by Mr. Donald Trump to his private apartment," Duda told reporters, saying it was "a normal practice when one country has good relations with another country" to want those relations to be as strong as "possible with the representatives of various sides of the political stage."
"We know each other as people. Like two, I can say in some way, friends," said Duda, whose term ends in 2025.
Duda's visit comes as House Republicans wrangle over a $95 billion foreign aid bill that would provide new funding to Ukraine, including money for the U.S. military to replace depleting weapon supplies. Polish leaders have been urging the House to approve the aid bill and ease domestic concerns. 
Many Trump allies in the House are fiercely opposed to aiding Ukraine, even as the country warns that it is struggling amid a fresh Russian offensive. Trump has said he might be open to aid in the form of a loan.
One area where Trump and Duda agree when it comes to the conflict is a desire to push NATO members to increase their defense spending. Duda has called on fellow members of the alliance to raise their spending to 3% of gross domestic product as Russia continues its invasion of Ukraine. That would represent a significant increase from the current commitment of 2% by 2024.
Trump, in a stunning break from U.S. precedent, has long been critical of the Western alliance and has threatened not to defend member nations that do not hit that spending goal. That threat strikes at the heart of the alliance's Article 5, which states that any attack against one NATO member will be considered an attack against all.
In February, Trump went even further, recounting that he'd once told leaders that he would "encourage" Russia to "do whatever the hell they want" to members that are -- in his words -- "delinquent."
Trump's campaign said the two discussed the NATO proposal during the meeting. The two also discussed Israel and the Middle East, Trump's 2017 trip to Warsaw, "and many other topics having to do with getting to world peace," the campaign said in its readout, which described the men as "great friends."
The visit was met with mixed reaction in Poland, where fears of Russia run high and Duda's friendly relationship with Trump has been a source of controversy.
Poland's centrist Prime Minister Donald Tusk, a political opponent of Duda, was critical of the dinner but expressed hope that Duda would use it as an opportunity "to raise the issue of clearly siding with the Western world, democracy and Europe in this Ukrainian-Russian conflict."
___
Scislowska reported from Warsaw. Associated Press writers Matthew Lee, Zeke Miller and Seung Min Kim in Washington contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-poland-duda-election-bcf24afdd7d349ed313a2d5a74536421



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Communications breakdown left authorities in the dark and residents without alerts amid Maui fire

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A new report released by the Hawaii Attorney General's Office shows that an emergency manager delayed his return, communications broke down and forecasts weren't heeded during the Maui wildfire that became the deadliest in U.S. history. Attorney General Anne Lopez said this phase of the report is not to place blame on anyone. (Apr. 17)
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            Report details several areas for response improvement following last year's Hawaii wildfires

        
        
            Fire officials in Maui County discuss an external agency review of their performance during the 2023 Hawaii wildfires that destroyed more than 3,900 buildings and displaced thousands of people
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    [image: FILE - Rays of sunlight pierce through the clouds, Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, above homes burned by wildfires in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, on Aug. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Hawaii Gov. Josh Green, center, points to damage as he speaks with Federal Emergency Management Agency Administrator Deanne Criswell during a tour of wildfire damage, Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: FILE - A man reacts as he sits on the Lahaina historic banyan tree damaged by a wildfire on Friday, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. After the deadly wildfire that destroyed the historic town of Lahaina this summer, people across the world focused their attention on the green leaves sprouting from the scorched, 150-year-old banyan tree as a symbol of hope. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: FILE - Photos of victims are displayed under white crosses at a memorial for victims of the August 2023 wildfire, above the Lahaina Bypass highway, Dec. 6, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | FILE - Photos of victims are displayed under white crosses at a memorial for victims of the August 2023 wildfire, above the Lahaina Bypass highway, Dec. 6, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 17
FILE - Photos of victims are displayed under white crosses at a memorial for victims of the August 2023 wildfire, above the Lahaina Bypass highway, Dec. 6, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Rev. Ai Hironaka, resident minister of the Lahaina Hongwanji Mission, walks through the grounds of his temple and residence destroyed by wildfire, Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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[image: FILE - The hall of historic Waiola Church in Lahaina and nearby Lahaina Hongwanji Mission are engulfed in flames along Wainee Street on Aug. 8, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (Matthew Thayer/The Maui News via AP, File)]
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[image: Hawaii Attorney General Anne Lopez and members of the Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) hold a press conference on the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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[image: Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) members Steve Kerber speaks about the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings during a press conference on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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[image: FILE - Thomas Leonard lies on an air mattress at an evacuation center at the War Memorial Gymnasium after his Lahaina apartment was destroyed by wildfire, Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, in Wailuku, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 17 | FILE - Thomas Leonard lies on an air mattress at an evacuation center at the War Memorial Gymnasium after his Lahaina apartment was destroyed by wildfire, Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, in Wailuku, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 17
FILE - Thomas Leonard lies on an air mattress at an evacuation center at the War Memorial Gymnasium after his Lahaina apartment was destroyed by wildfire, Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, in Wailuku, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - JP Mayoga, right, a chef at the Westin Maui, Kaanapali, and his wife, Makalea Ahhee, hug on their balcony at the hotel and resort, Sunday, Aug. 13, 2023, near Lahaina, Hawaii. About 200 employees were living there with their families. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: From left, Shelee Kimura, President and Chief Executive Officer of Hawaiian Electric, Mark Glick, Chief Energy Officer of the Hawaii State Energy Office, and Leodoloff Asuncion, Jr., Chairman of the Hawaii Public Utilities Commission, appear before the House Committee on Energy and Commerce on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Sept. 28, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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[image: Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) member Steve Kerber speaks about the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings during a press conference on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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[image: Hawaii Attorney General Anne Lopez, right, introduces Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) members Derek Alkonis, left, and Steve Kerber during a press conference on the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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[image: Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) members Derek Alkonis speaks about the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings during a press conference on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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[image: Hawaii Attorney General Anne Lopez holds a press conference on the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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[image: Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) member Steve Kerber speaks about the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings during a press conference on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- As unpredictable wildfires roared across Maui last August, the head of the emergency management agency dragged his heels about returning to the island amid the unfolding crisis, while a broad communications breakdown left authorities in the dark and residents without emergency alerts, according to a report released Wednesday.
Communications problems were also encountered with the Hawaiian Electric Company, with power and emergency workers unable to confirm that power lines were de-energized until well after flames had caused widespread damage, the report from the Hawaii Attorney General's office said.
It was the second of two major assessments out this week about the deadliest U.S. wildfire in a century. A report released Tuesday by the Western Fire Chiefs Association detailed the challenges facing the Maui Fire Department during the unprecedented series of blazes, including one that killed 101 people in the historic town of Lahaina.

    


Attorney General Anne Lopez presented the latest report along with Steve Kerber, vice president of the Fire Safety Research Institute. 




"When Attorney General Lopez contacted us, clearly we were paying a lot of attention to what was going on in Lahaina and really had the same question that she had. How is it possible that something like this could happen?" Kerber said. 
Officials did not answer questions about cause or liability, saying it is only an initial reckoning and two more reports will follow. Investigators are still trying to get some documents from Maui County, officials said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're going to continue this investigation, and we will follow it wherever it leads," Lopez said.
The federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is also investigating, and its report, expected to pinpoint cause, will come out before the one-year anniversary.
The report released Wednesday says that five days before the flames broke out, meteorologists warned that strengthening winds resulting from a hurricane south of Hawaii could lead to extreme wildfire risk Aug. 8. "Confidence in the development of critical fire weather conditions this many days away is quite rare, and we believe that this warrants a heads up to you," a National Weather Service forecaster said in an email to fire contacts Aug. 3.

    


Kerber described complex and "incredibly fast" fires with flames traveling at a rate of about a mile in 90 minutes. 
The Maui Emergency Management Agency had posted to Facebook on Aug. 6 about a "serious fire and damaging wind threat" due to dry conditions as Hurricane Dora passed. 
The agency's administrator, Herman Andaya, was off island at a conference on Oahu on Aug. 8 as the fires intensified. His call and text records show that he was getting updates from Gaye Gabuat, an administrative assistant. After a series of evacuations in Lahaina, Gabuat told Andaya that "multiple people look overwhelmed," according to the report. Andaya asked if he should come home, to which Gabuat responded, "it may look okay." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

After the fire had been burning for more than five hours, Gabuat told Andaya that flames had reached Front Street, Lahaina's commercial heart. Only then did Andaya respond that he had "better come home tomorrow."

    


By that time multiple areas had been evacuated, according to a situation report by Andaya's agency. Front Street had been closed along with the Lahaina bypass road, another key thoroughfare. In Lahaina alone, 29 utility poles were reported downed. 
There was no immediate response to attempts Wednesday to reach Andaya, who resigned Aug. 18, via phone, email and social media. 
Investigators said they requested incident activity logs and other records from the agency's emergency operations center, or EOC, on multiple occasions. Derek Alkonis, a manager with the fire research institute, said they had received some information but not everything they had requested. "You'll find in the report that there is a difficulty with gaining information from the EOC," Alkonis said. "In terms of the reason for that challenge, it's going to be analyzed in subsequent reports."

    


The report also describes a breakdown in communication between police, firefighters and emergency officials after cell networks went down. Police and firefighters had to communicate using their handheld or car radios on closed channels that public officials and others could not listen to. 
Meanwhile a stretched and limited dispatch center had single operators monitoring five or six channels at a time to keep up.
"With no cellular communication, residents and tourists were not able to receive emergency alerts, communicate with loved ones and/or to receive incoming or outgoing calls/texts," the report's authors wrote.
They detailed how one police officer told other responders his daughter had been babysitting in a neighborhood that was hit by the fire. Without cell communications he had no way to check if she escaped, and it took two days before he confirmed she was OK.

    


Fire crews also became trapped, according to staffing logs included in the report. Around 4:30 p.m., one engine was destroyed and another broke down. A firefighter from one of the engines rescued the crews using a police department SUV, according to the logs.
Hawaiian Electric has acknowledged that a downed power line sparked a fire in Lahaina early on the morning of Aug. 8. Firefighters were still mopping up that fire at noon and waiting for a utility worker to arrive and confirm that the power lines had been de-energized. But when the worker got there, he was unable to confirm the power had been cut off -- information that would likely have helped fire crews assess the risk of re-ignition as well as the risk posed by other downed lines. 
Still, the fire crew determined that the blaze was extinguished and headed back to the station at 2:17 p.m. By 2:55 p.m., several calls came about another fire in the same area. Firefighters were finally advised that power to the area had been shut off at 4:11 p.m., according to the report.
In the months since, Hawaiian Electric has said the lines were shut off for more than six hours before the afternoon fire was reported.
The attorney general's report is the first phase of a comprehensive assessment that includes a timeline of the Lahaina fire using social media posts, metadata from citizen photos and videos, dispatch records, emergency communications and other sources. It describes the 72 hours before, during and after the blaze, and says investigators relied on "all known available facts" related to the fire and to preparations by local, state and federal agencies.
Because power was out to much of the area, security camera video generally wasn't available, so investigators had to rely on interviews with residents and first responders to piece together the events. 
"What this report doesn't capture is the loss, the people, the challenges that they've gone through, the pain, the sorrow. And some of those things will be analyzed later. But you need the facts first," Alkonis said.
Phase 2 of the report will focus on how Maui's fire protection system functioned, specifically what conditions fed the inferno, attempts to stop its spread, and evacuations. The third phase will try to answer the critical question, "How do we prevent this from happening again?"
"The tragedy serves as a sobering reminder that the threat of grassland fires, wildfires, and wildfire-initiated urban conflagrations, fueled by climate change and urban encroachment into wildland areas, is a reality that must be addressed with the utmost urgency and diligence -- not just in Hawaii, but around the globe," the authors wrote.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Maui Fire Department report on deadly wildfire details how it was no match for unprecedented blazes.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a newly released report on last year's deadly fires in Maui.

    

The fire destroyed roughly 3,000 properties in Lahaina and caused more than $5.5 billion in estimated damage, according to state officials. 
___
Boone reported from Boise, Idaho; Keller from Albuquerque, New Mexico; and Lauer from Philadelphia. Christopher Weber in Los Angeles, Audrey McAvoy in Honolulu, Claire Rush in Portland, Oregon, Hallie Golden in Seattle, Anita Snow in Phoenix and Mark Thiessen in Anchorage, Alaska, contributed.
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of Gaye Gabuat's name. 
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Senate rejects impeachment articles against Mayorkas, ending trial against Cabinet secretary

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Senate has dismissed all impeachment charges against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, ending the House Republican push to remove the Cabinet secretary from office over his handling of the U.S.-Mexico border and ending his trial before arguments even began.
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            Senate dismisses two articles of impeachment against Homeland Security secretary, ends trial

        
        
            The Senate has dismissed all impeachment charges against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, ending the House Republican push to remove the Cabinet secretary from office over his handling of the U.S.-Mexico border and ending his trial before arguments even began.
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            House leaders react to Senate's dismissal of articles of impeachment against Mayorkas

        
        
            The Senate has dismissed all impeachment charges against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, ending the House Republican push to remove the Cabinet secretary from office over his handling of the U.S.-Mexico border and ending his trial before arguments even began.
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The Senate has dismissed all impeachment charges against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, ending the House Republican push to remove the Cabinet secretary from office over his handling of the U.S.-Mexico border and ending his trial before arguments even began.
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[image: In this image from video from Senate Television, Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., swears senators in for the impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on the Senate floor at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (Senate Television via AP)]
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[image: Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas is sworn-in before the House Committee on Homeland Security during a hearing on "A Review of the Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Request for the Department of Homeland Security" on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: In this image from video from Senate Television, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of N.Y., speaks during the impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on the Senate floor at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (Senate Television via AP)]
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In this image from video from Senate Television, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of N.Y., speaks during the impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on the Senate floor at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (Senate Television via AP)
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[image: In this image from video from Senate Television, Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., is sworn in to preside by Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, during the impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on the Senate floor at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (Senate Television via AP)]
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[image: In this image from video from Senate Television, Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., presides over the court of impeachment and prepares to swear senators in for the impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on the Senate floor at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (Senate Television via AP)]
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[image: In this image from video from Senate Television, Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., signs the impeachment book for Secretary of the Senate Sonceria Berry during the impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on the Senate floor at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (Senate Television via AP)]
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[image: In this image from video from Senate Television, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., signs the oath book during the impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on the Senate floor at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (Senate Television via AP)]
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[image: In this image from video from Senate Television, Senate Sergeant at Arms Karen Gibson makes the proclamation during the impeachment trial of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on the Senate floor at the U.S. Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (Senate Television via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By MARY CLARE JALONICK and FARNOUSH AMIRI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Senate dismissed all impeachment charges against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas on Wednesday, ending the House Republican push to remove the Cabinet secretary from office over his handling of the U.S.-Mexico border and shutting down his trial before arguments even began. 
Senators voted to dismiss both articles of impeachment and end the proceedings, with Democrats arguing that the articles were unconstitutional. The first article charged Mayorkas with "willful and systemic refusal to comply" with immigration law and second article charged him with a "breach of trust" for saying the border was secure. The votes were 51-48 and 51-49, both along party lines. 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said the House Republicans' charges failed to meet "the high standard of high crimes and misdemeanors" and could set a dangerous precedent. 

    


"For the sake of the Senate's integrity and to protect impeachment for those rare cases we truly need it, senators should dismiss today's charges," said Schumer, D-N.Y., as he opened Wednesday's session. 

    
        
    
Senate Republicans had argued for a full impeachment trial after the House narrowly voted in February to impeach Mayorkas for his handling of the border, stating in the two articles that he "willfully and systematically" refused to enforce immigration laws.
An outright dismissal of House Republicans' prosecution of Mayorkas, with no chance to argue the case, is an embarrassing defeat for House Republicans and embattled House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., who made the impeachment a priority. And it is likely to resonate politically for both Republicans and Democrats in a presidential election year when border security has been a top issue. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republicans argue that President Joe Biden has been weak on the border as arrests for illegal crossings skyrocketed to more than 2 million people during the last two years of his term, though they have fallen from a record high of 250,000 in December amid heightened enforcement in Mexico. Democrats say that instead of impeaching Mayorkas, Republicans should have accepted a bipartisan Senate compromise aimed at reducing the number of migrants who come into the U.S. illegally.

    


House impeachment managers delivered the charges to the Senate on Tuesday, standing in the well of the Senate and reading them aloud to a captive audience. But they did not get a chance to present the case before the Senate dismissed it. 
The historic nature of the trial -- the first time in nearly 150 years that a Cabinet secretary was impeached -- contrasted with the almost routine feel of the proceedings after senators have sat through two previous impeachment trials against former President Donald Trump in 2020 and 2021. And with a quick dismissal almost inevitable, the Senate never even set up the chamber for the occasion, which usually includes tables on each side for the impeachment managers and defense lawyers. 
Still, there was a bit of the traditional pomp. As the trial began, senators approached the front of the Senate in groups of four to sign an oath book that is stored in the National Archives. 

    


Schumer called for the votes to dismiss the two charges after Republicans rejected a proposed agreement for Senate debate time and several votes on GOP objections. Missouri Sen. Eric Schmitt stood in the chamber and said Republicans wouldn't accept Schumer's offer because Democrats were "bulldozing 200 years of precedent" on impeachments by trying to dismiss the trial. 
Angry Republicans called for several votes to delay the inevitable final outcome, but none of them passed as Democrats and three Independents held together. 
Frustrated, Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said "history will not judge this moment well." 
"This process must not be abused," McConnell said. "It must not be short-circuited." 
At the same time, Republicans similarly moved to dismiss former President Donald Trump's second impeachment trial in 2021, weeks after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. All but five GOP senators -- including McConnell -- voted to end the trial, arguing it was unconstitutional because Trump had already left office. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Senate will convene the Mayorkas impeachment trial as Democrats plot a quick dismissal.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Mary Clare Jalonick reports Democrats could quickly end the trial by calling for votes to toss out the articles of impeachment.

    


    


After Democrats dismissed the charges, Johnson and members of his House GOP leadership team said in a joint statement that "by voting unanimously to bypass their constitutional responsibility, every single Senate Democrat has issued their full endorsement of the Biden Administration's dangerous open border policies."
Even if the Senate had held a trial, Republicans would not have been able to win the support of the two-thirds of the Senate that is needed to convict and remove Mayorkas from office -- Democrats control the Senate, 51-49, and they remained united against the impeachment effort. Not one House Democrat supported it, either.
Even some Republicans questioned the impeachment effort from the start. Utah Sen. Mitt Romney had said for weeks that he was considering voting with Democrats to dismiss the charges but ultimately voted with his own party. After the votes, he said he does not believe the charges rise to high crimes but he did not want to dismiss them because "it was important to engage in some level of debate." 

    


Mayorkas, who was in New York on Wednesday to launch a campaign for children's online safety, reiterated that he's focused on the work of his department. "The Senate is going to do what the Senate considers to be appropriate as that proceeds," he said. "I am here in New York City on Wednesday morning fighting online sexual exploitation and abuse. I'm focused on our mission." 
Department spokeswoman Mia Ehrenberg said after the votes that the Senate's decision to end the trial "proves definitively that there was no evidence or Constitutional grounds to justify impeachment." 
Johnson delayed sending the articles to the Senate for weeks while both chambers finished work on government funding legislation and took a two-week recess. Johnson had said he would send them to the Senate last week, but he punted again after Senate Republicans said they wanted more time to prepare. 
At a hearing with Mayorkas on Tuesday about President Joe Biden's budget request for the department, some of the House impeachment managers previewed the arguments they would have made. 
Tennessee Rep. Mark Green, the chairman of the House Homeland Security panel, told the secretary he has a duty under the law to control and guard U.S. borders, and "during your three years as secretary, you have failed to fulfill this oath. You have refused to comply with the laws passed by Congress, and you have breached the public trust." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mayorkas defended the department's efforts but said the nation's immigration system is "fundamentally broken, and only Congress can fix it." 
The impeachment trial was the third in five years. Democrats impeached Trump twice, once over his dealings with Ukraine and the second time in the days after the Capitol attack. Trump was acquitted by the Senate both times.
Schumer said the charges against Mayorkas did not compare to those against Trump and were engineered to help the former president as he runs again this year. He said the Republican charges were policy disputes, not high crimes, and it was important to set a precedent. 
"Secretary Mayorkas has not been accused of treason or accepting bribes or unlawfully attacking our elections or anything of the sort," Schumer said. "He did not blackmail a foreign power to dig dirt on a political opponent. Nor did he incite a violent mob to wage an insurrection against the peaceful transfer of power." 
He called the Republican case "an illegitimate and profane abuse of the U.S. Constitution." 
Connecticut Sen. Chris Murphy, a Democrat, acknowledged that dismissing the trial was "a different Senate process," but said the "risk of normalizing what the House did is bigger than the risk of establishing a new precedent in the Senate." 
___
Associated Press writer Elliot Spagat in San Diego, California contributed to this report.
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The Latest | Netanyahu says Israel will decide how to respond as Iran warns against retaliation

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Mourners on Wednesday buried the victims of an Israeli strike that hit buildings in the Gazan city of Rafah overnight. Four children, two women and one man were reported to have died and their bodies were taken to Al Najjar hospital. The family, joined by a group of mourners, buried the bodies at Tal Al-Sultan Cemetery in Rafah. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Mourners on Wednesday buried the victims of an Israeli strike that hit buildings in the Gazan city of Rafah overnight. Four children, two women and one man were reported to have died and their bodies were taken to Al Najjar hospital. The family, joined by a group of mourners, buried the bodies at Tal Al-Sultan Cemetery in Rafah. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Erdogan accuses Western nations of double standards, blames Israel for escalation of Mideast crisis

        
        
            Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has accused Western nations of double-standards for allegedly speaking out against Iran over its weekend attacks on Israel but not condemning Israel for targeting the Iranian consulate in the Syrian capital, Damascus, earlier.
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            "?Donde podemos ir?" Se preguntan los habitantes de Rafah ante amenaza de invasion terrestre de Israel

        
        
            Miles de palestinos en Rafah se preguntan a donde podrian ir si Israel llevara a cabo una invasion terrestre en esa ciudad.
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    [image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: Israeli armored personnel carriers (APC's) move near the Israeli-Gaza border as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Mourners react during the funeral of Ismail Baz, a Hezbollah commander and another fighter who were killed on Tuesday by an Israeli drone strike, in Chehabiyeh village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The Israeli military said Baz served as a senior and veteran official in several positions of Hezbollah's military wing. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: Israel's U.N. Ambassador Gilad Erdan, center, addresses members of the United Nations Security Council at U.N. Headquarters Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Commissioner-General of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, Philippe Lazzarini, left, and Robert A. Wood, United States Ambassador to the United Nations, right, look on.(AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)]
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[image: Missiles are carried on a truck as an Iranian army band leader conducts the music band during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: A Lebanese man checks a destroyed house that was hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Alma al-Shaab, a Lebanese border village with Israel, south Lebanon, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire since a day after the Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: An anti-U.S. banner is carried on a truck during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: Palestinians hold photographs of prisoners jailed in Israel and posters depicting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Joe Biden, during a rally marking the annual prisoners' day in the West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | Palestinians hold photographs of prisoners jailed in Israel and posters depicting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Joe Biden, during a rally marking the annual prisoners' day in the West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14
Palestinians hold photographs of prisoners jailed in Israel and posters depicting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Joe Biden, during a rally marking the annual prisoners' day in the West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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[image: Israel's Iron Dome anti-missile system stand in place in Sderot, Israel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: Israeli soldiers stand near the Iron Dome, a new anti-rocket system, near the southern Israeli city of Sderot, Israel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 14 | Israeli soldiers stand near the Iron Dome, a new anti-rocket system, near the southern Israeli city of Sderot, Israel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 14
Israeli soldiers stand near the Iron Dome, a new anti-rocket system, near the southern Israeli city of Sderot, Israel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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[image: Palestinians mourn next to dead ones in the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah following an Israeli bombardment in the Maghazi refugee camp, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Several killed in a strike in Maghazi camp in Central Gaza on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Missiles are carried on trucks during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. The banner on the truck reads in Farsi: "Surface-to-surface Nazeat precision missile." (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: Volunteer troops of the Iranian army march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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                                        Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel would decide whether and how to respond to Iran's major air assault earlier this week, brushing off calls for restraint from close allies.

Israel has vowed to respond to Iran's unprecedented attack, leaving the region bracing for further escalation after months of fighting in Gaza. Israel's allies have been urging Israel to hold back on any response to the attack that could spiral. 

The diplomatic pressure came as Iran's president warned that even the "tiniest" invasion of its territory would bring a "massive and harsh" response. 

Over the weekend, Iran launched hundreds of missiles and drones at Israel after an apparent Israeli strike killed two Iranian generals. Israel and Iran have waged a long shadow war, but the strike was Iran's first direct military attack on Israel. Israel says it and its partners intercepted nearly all the missiles and drones. 





    



Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi warned Israel against any retaliation as he addressed an annual army parade, which was moved from its usual route and not broadcast live on state TV -- possibly to avoid being targeted. In remarks carried by Iran's official IRNA news agency, Raisi said the weekend attack was limited, and that if Iran had wanted to carry out a bigger attack, "nothing would remain from the Zionist regime."

Regional tensions have increased since the start of the latest Israel-Hamas war on Oct. 7, when Hamas and Islamic Jihad, two militant groups backed by Iran, carried out a cross-border attack that killed 1,200 people in Israel and kidnapped 250 others. Israel responded with an offensive in Gaza that has caused widespread devastation and killed more than 33,800 people, according to local health officials.

Currently:

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


-- Netanyahu brushes off calls for restraint as Iran warns against retaliation

-- Lebanon says Israeli agents likely killed Hezbollah-linked currency exchanger

-- EU leaders vow to impose tougher sanctions against Iran

-- The G7 eyes targeted sanctions on Iran and a message of restraint

-- US House's Ukraine, Israel aid package gains Biden's support. What's inside the package? 

    



Here is the latest:
U.S. AND 47 OTHER COUNTRIES CONDEMN IRANIAN ATTACK ON ISRAEL



UNITED NATIONS - The United States and 47 other countries issued a statement unequivocally condemning attacks on Israel by Iran "and its militant partners."

The statement issued Wednesday night calls their "dangerous and destabilizing actions" an escalation "that poses a grave threat to international peace and security."

The Iranian attack on Saturday marked the first time Tehran has launched a direct military assault on Israel. Israeli authorities said Iran lunched more than 300 drones and missiles, 99% of which were intercepted by air defenses in tandem with the U.S., Britain, France and Jordan.

The attack took place less than two weeks after a suspected Israeli strike in Syria killed two Iranian generals in an Iranian consulate building in Damascus.

The 48 mainly Western countries also condemned the fact that the ballistic and cruise missiles and attack drones "violated the airspace of several regional states, putting at risk the lives of innocent people in those countries, and appeared to traverse airspace near the holy sites in Jerusalem."

The countries also condemned Iran's seizure of a Portuguese-flagged commercial ship near the Strait of Hormuz on Saturday and called for the immediate release of the ship and its crew.

    



"We welcome the efforts to avert a further immediate escalation of violence in the region following the successful coordinated efforts to defend against Iran's attack," the statement said. "We call on all regional parties to take steps to avert further escalation of the situation."
UNRWA HEAD SAYS ISRAEL IS TRYING TO END ITS OPERATIONS IN GAZA



UNITED NATIONS - The head of the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees is accusing Israel of trying to end its operations in Gaza and the West Bank.

Philippe Lazzarini is urging the U.N. Security Council to safeguard his agency's critical role as the relief agency for Palestinians.

Lazzarini told the council Wednesday that Israel has banned the agency from delivering aid to Gaza. International experts have warned that faminine is imminent in the northern part of the territory.

    



Since the war began, Lazzarini said, 178 personnel from the agency known as UNRWA have been killed. More than 160 of the agency's premises, which were mostly used to shelter Palestinians, have been damaged or destroyed, killing more than 400 people.

"We demand an independent investigation and accountability for the blatant disregard for the protected status of humanitarian workers, operations, and facilities under international law," UNRWA's commissioner general said.

Israel has alleged that 12 of UNRWA's thousands of workers participated in the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel that sparked the war. Lazzarini pledged to implement recommendations and strengthen safeguards to ensure UNRWA's neutrality.

    




QATAR SAYS IT'S RETHINKING ITS MEDIATOR ROLE



DOHA, Qatar -- Qatar's prime minister said Wednesday the country is reevaluating its role as a mediator between Israel and Hamas.

Qatar has been a key intermediary throughout the war in Gaza. It, along with the U.S. and Egypt, was instrumental in helping negotiate a brief halt to the fighting in November that led to the release of dozens of hostages.

Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdurrahman Al Thani said there had been an "abuse" of Qatar's mediation for "narrow political interests."

He did not name one side in his remarks. But Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has criticized Qatar and recently threatened to shutter Qatar-owned broadcaster Al Jazeera.

Top Hamas leaders live in exile in Qatar, which is seen as one of the only parties with influence over the militant group.

Al Thani said there were "limits" to the role of mediator and "to the ability to which we can contribute to these negotiations in a constructive manner."

Mediators have been trying to push Hamas and Israel toward a cease-fire deal, but the sides remain far apart on key terms.
UN SECRETARY-GENERAL URGES `MAXIMUM RESTRAINT'



UNITED NATIONS -- U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres is reiterating his call for "maximum restraint" between Israel and Iran.

U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters Wednesday that rhetoric in the Middle East is becoming "increasingly dangerous." Dujarric said the world and the region "cannot afford another open conflict."

The comments follow the Israeli prime minister's vow to respond to Tehran's first direct attack against his country and the Iranian's president's warning of a massive response if Israel does.
UN SECURITY COUNCIL TO VOTE ON PALESTINIAN STATE



UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. Security Council is scheduled to vote this week on a resolution that would give a green light for a Palestinian state to join the United Nations as a full member, a move opposed by the United States.

The vote was scheduled for Friday afternoon. But Arab nations are pressing for a vote Thursday, when the council is holding a ministerial meeting on the Palestinian Authority's request for full U.N. membership.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas delivered the application in 2011. That bid failed because the Palestinians did not get the required minimum support of nine of the Security Council's 15 members.

In early April, after years of failed on-and-off peace talks, the Palestinians turned to the United Nations again to fulfill their dream of an independent state, sending a letter to the Security Council that was supported by 140 countries.

The United States, Israel's closest ally, had promised to veto any resolution endorsing Palestinian membership.

U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood reiterated the longstanding position last week: "The issue of full Palestinian membership is a decision that should be negotiated between Israel and the Palestinians."

Israel says such steps are an attempt to sidestep the negotiating process. Israel's current right-wing government is dominated by hard-liners who oppose Palestinian statehood.
ISRAEL'S AIR FORCE REVIEWS ITS DEFENSE OF IRAN'S ATTACK



SDEROT, Israel -- An Israeli military official says the air force is preparing for future attacks from Iran.

The official said Wednesday that the air force has been reviewing its successful defense against Iran's missile attack over the weekend as it makes adjustments for potential additional fighting.

Israel has promised to respond against Iran, raising the possibility of a full-blown war, with Lebanon's well-armed Hezbollah militant group almost certainly joining the fold.

Hezbollah, which has been locked in daily tit-for-tat fighting with Israel through the six-month Gaza war, is believed to have well over 100,000 rockets and missiles in its arsenal. Combined with Iran's weapons, that could pose a major test for Israel's air defense systems.

"We are preparing ourselves for the next time, debriefing the mission and seeing how could we prepare ourselves for the for the next attack," said Brig. Gen. Doron Gavish, the former commander of Israel's air defense who is now serving in reserves. He spoke to reporters at a military base in southern Israel.

Iran says its strike was a response to an alleged Israeli airstrike that killed two Iranian generals in Syria on April 1.

Israel says 99% of the more than 300 missiles and drones that Iran lauched were intercepted. It was assisted a coalition of international partners and the fact that Iran telegraphed its attack ahead of time.
ISRAEL SAYS IT ARRESTED AND KILLED MILITANTS IN BEIT HANOUN



JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said Wednesday that it arrested and killed militants in an operation in the northern Gaza town of Beit Hanoun over the past week.

The announcement comes after Palestinians said troops conducted raids there and forced displaced people to leave their shelters.

The military said it was a "focused operation" meant to remove militants from a civilian area. It did not say how many people were killed or arrested.

It said it targeted two facilities used as schools after intelligence pointed to militants from Hamas and Islamic Jihad. The military said forces told civilians to leave the building before raiding it.

Palestinians had reported heavy bombardment of Beit Hanoun. Witnesses said many people had been interrogated and some adults were detained and taken to unknown locations.

Palestinians have said the forces have left the town. The military did not immediately respond to a request for comment on whether the operation was over.

It was the latest in a series of Israeli raids in northern Gaza.
14 WOUNDED IN HEZBOLLAH ATTACK ON NORTHERN ISRAEL



JERUSALEM -- A drone and rocket attack by the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah on a border town in Israel's north wounded 14 soldiers, Israel's military says. 

Wednesday's strike hit a community center in the town of Arab al-Aramshe where soldiers were sleeping, the military said. Six soldiers were seriously wounded, two were moderately wounded and six were lightly wounded. 

Hezbollah has said it targeted a military facility on the border to avenge the killing of a number of its fighters, including a commander, in Israeli strikes the previous day.

The Israeli military said its fighter jets responded by striking the areas from where the projectiles were fired, without elaborating on the location. It also said its fighters struck other Hezbollah military compounds in Naqoura and Yarine in south Lebanon.

Israel's rescue service Magen David Adom said earlier that at least 13 people were wounded, without disclosing their identities.

Hezbollah, which is sponsored by Iran, has exchanged fire with Israeli forces on a near-daily basis since the start of the war in Gaza. 
ITALY WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO ANY UN PEACEKEEPING IN GAZA



Italy's foreign minister says Rome would be willing to contribute troops to any possible U.N. peacekeeping force for Gaza, even though no such proposal is currently on the table and Israel has rejected the idea.

In an interview with The Associated Press, Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani suggested a U.N. force under Arab command could help provide security if Israel and the Palestinians make headway on an eventual two-state solution. He said the U.N. peacekeeping mission in Lebanon could be the model.

"If there is the solution and for a short time we need the presence of the United Nations under Arab control, we are ready for sending Italian soldiers," Tajani said ahead of a Group of Seven foreign ministers meeting in Capri.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has ruled out a foreign peacekeeping force in Gaza after the war, saying only Israel is capable of keeping the territory demilitarized.
GERMANY STANDS IN 'FULL SOLIDARITY' WITH ISRAEL



TEL AVIV, Israel -- German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock on Wednesday expressed her country's full solidarity with Israel in the face of Iran's attack on the weekend. 

She vowed consequences for Iran and said the European Union was working on imposing on further sanctions.

"We will not tolerate this. We stand in full solidarity with Israel," she told reporters. "Iran and its proxies such as Hezbollah or the Houthis must not be allowed to add fuel to the fire."

Baerbock called on Israel to exercise restraint in its reaction to Iran's attack in order to avoid a further escalation of the conflict.

"Everyone must now act prudently and responsibly. I'm not talking about giving in. I'm talking about prudent restraint, which is nothing less than strength," the German minister said. "Because Israel has already shown strength with its defensive victory at the weekend."

The minister also called for the release of the Israeli hostages in Gaza and demanded more humanitarian aid for Gaza's civilian population.
ARROW 3 MISSILE DEFENSE SYSTEM USED SUCCESSFULLY, MAKER SAYS



JERUSALEM -- The Arrow 3 missile defense system, designed to intercept long-range ballistic missiles, was deployed successfully against a missile salvo for the first time over the weekend to repel the Iranian attack on Israel, the system's maker said Wednesday.

Speaking to The Associated Press, Boaz Levy, chief executive of state-owned Israel Aerospace Industries, the primary builder of the Arrow system, said that the system has been "operational for decades," but was used Saturday "for the very first time against ballistic missiles in a salvo scenario," intercepting high-flying munitions inside and outside the atmosphere.

Of about 300 drones and missiles launched by Iran into Israeli airspace Saturday night, the military says that 99% were intercepted by Israel's multilayered air defense system, wounding only one person -- a young girl.

"There is no hermetic seal. no system can give you an hermetic seal. But we did succeed to have 99% of success," said Levy.

The Arrow's success Saturday night in defending Israel is likely to please Germany, which recently signed a contract with Israel and the United States to procure Arrow 3. When operational, the system could protect much of Europe from long-range ballistic missiles.
UK FOREIGN SECRETARY DAVID CAMERON IN ISRAEL FOR MEETINGS



JERUSALEM -- U.K. Foreign Secretary David Cameron says "it's clear the Israelis are making a decision to act" against Iran, but he hopes it will do so "in a way that is smart as well as tough and also does as little as possible to escalate this conflict."

Cameron landed in Israel on Wednesday for meetings with senior Israeli and Palestinian officials.

He said his main aim was to "focus back the eyes of the world back on the hostage situation" and urged Hamas to agree to a temporary cease-fire agreement.

Cameron told broadcasters that "the real need is to refocus back on Hamas, back on the hostages, back on getting the aid in, back on getting a pause in the conflict in Gaza."

Cameron is due to travel from the Middle East to a meeting of Group of Seven foreign ministers in Italy. He said he wanted the group of wealthy industrialized nations to "show a united front" and impose coordinated sanctions on Iran in response to its "malign activity" in the region.

"They need to be given a clear and unequivocal message by the G7 and I hope that will happen at the weekend," Cameron said.
RIGHTS GROUP SAYS ISRAELI FORCES JOINED OR FAILED TO STOP SETTLER ATTACKS ON PALESTINIANS



JERUSALEM -- Human Rights Watch says Israeli forces either took part in or failed to stop settler attacks on Palestinians in the occupied West Bank that displaced hundreds of people from several Bedouin communities last fall.

Settler violence surged after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack that triggered the war in Gaza, leading to the complete uprooting of at least seven Palestinian Bedouin communities and displacement from several others, according to the New York-based rights group.

Settlers launched another wave of attacks late last week after a 14-year-old Israeli boy was killed in what Israeli authorities say was a militant attack. The United Nations' human rights office on Tuesday called on Israeli security forces to "immediately end their active participation in and support for settler attacks on Palestinians."

The Human Rights Watch report released Wednesday focused on the earlier rash of violence. The rights group says Israeli settlers assaulted Palestinians, stole their belongings and livestock and threatened to kill them if they did not leave permanently. The settlers also destroyed homes and schools.

The military didn't immediately respond to a request for comment from The Associated Press.
IRAN THREATENS 'MASSIVE' RESPONSE IF ISRAEL LAUNCHES 'TINIEST INVASION'



TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran's president has warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend.

President Ebrahim Raisi spoke Wednesday at an annual army parade that was relocated to a barracks north of the capital, Tehran, from its usual venue on a highway in the city's southern outskirts. Iranian authorities gave no explanation for its relocation, and state TV did not broadcast it live, as it has in previous years.

Iran launched hundreds of missiles and drones at Israel over the weekend in response to an apparent Israeli strike on Iran's embassy compound in Syria on April 1 that killed 12 people, including two Iranian generals.

Israel, with help from the United States, the United Kingdom, neighboring Jordan and other nations, successfully intercepted nearly all the missiles and drones.

Israel has vowed to respond, without saying when or how, while its allies have urged all sides to avoid further escalation.

Raisi said Saturday's attack was a limited one, and that if Iran had wanted to carry out a bigger attack, "nothing would remain from the Zionist regime." His remarks were carried by the official IRNA news agency.
UN APPEALS FOR $2.8 BILLION TO PROVIDE AID TO 3 MILLION PALESTINIANS



UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations is appealing for $2.8 billion to provide desperately needed aid to 3 million Palestinians, stressing that tackling looming famine in war-torn Gaza doesn't only require food but sanitation, water and health facilities.

Andrea De Domenico, the head of the U.N. humanitarian office for Gaza and the West Bank, told reporters Tuesday that "massive operations" are required to restore those services and meet minimum standards -- and this can't be done during military operations.

He pointed to the destruction of hospitals, water and sanitation facilities, homes, roads and schools, adding that "there is not a single university that is standing in Gaza." De Domenico said there are signs of Israel's "good intention" to get humanitarian aid into Gaza, but the U.N. keeps pushing because it's not enough. He pointed to Israeli denials and delays on U.N. requests for aid convoys to enter Gaza.

The U.N. humanitarian official called for a complete change of focus to recognize that preventing famine goes beyond providing flour for bread or pita and to recognize that "water, sanitation and health are fundamental to curb famine."
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House's Ukraine, Israel aid package gains Biden's support as Speaker Johnson fights to keep his job

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks with reporters to discuss his proposal of sending crucial bipartisan support to aid Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan after weeks of inaction, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., arrives to discuss his proposal of sending crucial bipartisan support to aid Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan after weeks of inaction on Capitol Hill Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., center, flanked by Rep. Katherine Clark, D-Mass., the Democratic whip, left, and Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif., the Democratic Caucus chair, speaks to reporters about the need for aid to allies Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan following weeks of inaction, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden said Wednesday he strongly supports a proposal from Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson to provide aid to Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan, sending crucial bipartisan support to the precarious effort to approve $95 billion in funding for the U.S. allies this week.
Before potential weekend voting, Johnson was facing a choice between potentially losing his job and aiding Ukraine. He notified lawmakers earlier Wednesday that he would forge ahead despite growing anger from his right flank. Shortly after Johnson released the aid proposals, the Democratic president offered his emphatic support for the package.
"The House must pass the package this week, and the Senate should quickly follow," Biden said. "I will sign this into law immediately to send a message to the world: We stand with our friends, and we won't let Iran or Russia succeed."

    


After agonizing for days over how to proceed on the package, Johnson pushed ahead on a plan to hold votes on three funding packages -- to provide about $61 billion for Ukraine, $26 billion for Israel and $8 billion to allies in the Indo-Pacific -- as well as several other foreign policy proposals in a fourth bill. The plan roughly matches the amounts that the Senate has already approved.




The bulk of the money for Ukraine would go to purchasing weapons and ammunitions from U.S. defense manufacturers. Johnson is also proposing that $9 billion of economic assistance for Kyiv be structured as forgivable loans, along with greater oversight on military aid, but the decision to support Ukraine at all has angered populist conservatives in the House and given new energy to a threat to remove him from the speaker's office.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Casting himself as a "Reagan Republican," Johnson told reporters: "Look, history judges us for what we do. This is a critical time right now."
The votes on the package are expected Saturday evening, Johnson said. But he faces a treacherous path to get there.

    


The speaker needs Democratic support on the procedural maneuvers to advance his complex plan of holding separate votes on each part of the aid package. Johnson is trying to squeeze the aid through the House's political divisions on foreign policy by forming unique voting blocs for each issue, then sewing the package back together.
Under the plan, the House would also vote on bill that is a raft of foreign policy proposals. It includes legislation to allow the U.S. to seize frozen Russian central bank assets to rebuild Ukraine; to place sanctions on Iran, Russia, China and criminal organizations that traffic fentanyl; and to potentially ban the video app TikTok if its China-based owner doesn't sell its stake within a year.
Sen. Maria Cantwell, the Democratic chair of the Senate Commerce Committee, said in a statement she was "very happy" that the House bill had extended the time period for ByteDance to sell TikTok. She had successfully pushed to extend the period from six months to a year, saying it would give the company enough time to find a buyer.

    


House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries said he planned to gather Democrats for a meeting Thursday morning to discuss the package "as a caucus, as a family, as a team."
"Our topline commitment is ironclad," he told reporters. "We are going to make sure we stand by our democratic allies in Ukraine, in Israel, in the Indo-Pacific and make sure we secure the humanitarian assistance necessary to surge into Gaza and other theaters of war throughout the world."
The House proposal keeps intact roughly $9 billion in humanitarian aid for civilians in Gaza and other conflict zones. However, progressive Democrats are opposed to providing Israel with money that could be used for its campaign into Gaza that has killed thousands of civilians.
"If they condition the offensive portion of the aid, that would be a conversation, but I can't vote for more aid to go into Gaza and continue to kill people," said Rep. Pramila Jayapal, the chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus.
Meanwhile, the threat to oust Johnson from Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Republican of Georgia, gained steam this week. One other Republican, Rep. Thomas Massie of Kentucky, said he was joining Greene and called for Johnson to resign. Other GOP lawmakers have openly defied Johnson's leadership.

    


"I want someone that will actually pursue a Republican agenda and knows how to walk in the room and negotiate and not get tossed around the room like some kind of party toy," Greene said. But she added that she would not move on the motion to vacate Johnson as speaker before the vote on foreign aid. 
In an effort to satisfy conservatives, Johnson offered to hold a separate vote on a border security bill, but conservatives rejected that as insufficient. Rep. Chip Roy of Texas called the strategy a "complete failure."

    


"We're going to borrow money that we don't have -- not to defend America, but to defend other nations. We're going to do nothing to secure our border," said Rep. Bob Good, the chair of the ultraconservative House Freedom Caucus.
With the speaker fighting for his job, his office went into overdrive trumpeting the support rolling in from Republican governors and conservative and religious leaders for keeping Johnson in office.
"Enough is enough," said Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp on social media. He said "instead of bickering amongst themselves" the House Republicans should do their "job and vote on the important issues facing our nation."
At the same time, the speaker's office was tidying up after Johnson said on Fox News that he and Trump were "100% united" on the big agenda items, when in fact the Republican presidential nominee, who had just hosted the House leader in a show of support, opposes much overseas aid as well as a separate national security surveillance bill.
Johnson told CNN on Wednesday that he thought Trump, if elected president, would be "strong enough that he could enter the world stage to broker a peace deal" between Ukraine and Russia.
Yet Johnson's push to pass the foreign aid comes as alarm grows in Washington at the deteriorating situation in Ukraine. Johnson, delaying an excruciating process, had waited for over two months to bring up the measure since the Senate passed it in February.
"Ukraine is on the verge of collapsing," said Rep. Michael McCaul, the Republican chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
In a hearing on Wednesday, Pentagon leaders testified that Ukraine and Israel both desperately need military weapons.
"We're already seeing things on the battlefield begin to shift a bit in Russia's favor," said Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.
The House's version of the aid bill pushes the Biden administration to provide long-range ATACMS (Army Tactical Missile Systems) to Ukraine, which could be used to target Russian supply lines. 
The U.S. has resisted sending those weapons out of concerns Moscow would consider them escalatory, since they could reach deeper into Russia and Russian-held territory. The House legislation would also allow the president to decline to send the ATACMS if it is against national security interests, but Congress would have to be notified.
Still, there was acknowledgement in Washington that Johnson could soon be out as speaker -- a job he has held less than five months since Rep. Kevin McCarthy was ousted from the office.
Rep. Don Bacon, a Nebraska Republican, said this week that if Johnson is ousted, he would "be known in history as the man who did the right thing even though it cost him a job."
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25 years after Columbine, trauma shadows survivors of the school shooting

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    It's been a quarter-century since two gunmen at Columbine High School shot and killed 12 fellow students and a teacher in suburban Denver. The traumas of that day have continued to shadow those who were there.
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    [image: A rose stands at the plaque for Corey DePooter, one of the 12 student victims in the massacre at Columbine High School nearly 25 years ago, at the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: In this photograph taken through a fisheye lens, people visit the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Missy Mendo, director of community outreach for The Rebels Project, which offers support to victims of mass shootings, is shown Friday, April 12, 2024, in Denver. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Missy Mendo, director of community outreach for The Rebels Project, which offers support to victims of mass shootings, is shown Friday, April 12, 2024, in Denver. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Heather Martin is interviewed in Aurora, Colo., on Thursday, April 11, 2024. Martin, a survivor of the 1999 shooting at Columbine High School in suburban Denver, hid with 60 other students in a barricaded office during the attack. It's been a quarter-century since two gunmen killed 12 fellow students and a teacher at the school, and the trauma of that day continues to shadow Martin and others who were there. (AP Photo/Thomas Peipert)]
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[image: A view of Columbine High School from rebel hill at the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: FILE - Kathy Zamora, left, comforts her friend Christine Medina, a sophomore at Columbine High School, after she escaped from the school when two gunmen entered the facility and went on a shooting rampage Tuesday, April 20, 1999, in the southwest Denver suburb of Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 19 | FILE - Kathy Zamora, left, comforts her friend Christine Medina, a sophomore at Columbine High School, after she escaped from the school when two gunmen entered the facility and went on a shooting rampage Tuesday, April 20, 1999, in the southwest Denver suburb of Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 19
FILE - Kathy Zamora, left, comforts her friend Christine Medina, a sophomore at Columbine High School, after she escaped from the school when two gunmen entered the facility and went on a shooting rampage Tuesday, April 20, 1999, in the southwest Denver suburb of Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Ara Maranian, right, a junior at Columbine High School, hugs Megan Coxey, a sophomore at the school, after they were evacuated from the facility after two gunmen went on a shooting rampage Tuesday, April 20, 1999, in the southwest Denver suburb of Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tape marks the line in front of the doors to the library in Columbine High School as members of the media took their first trip through the school in the southwest Denver suburb of Littleton, Colo., Tuesday, June 15, 1999, since it was the scene of the worst school shooting spree in the history of the United States on April 20. Several students were killed in the library. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - SWAT members run down Pierce Street while a Jefferson County, Colo., Sheriff's Department deputy peers through a fence to keep an eye on Columbine High School after a pair of gunmen went on a shooting rampage inside the facility Tuesday, April 20, 1999, in the southwest Denver suburb of Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tea lights sit illuminated during a vigil at the memorial for the victims of the massacre at Columbine High School nearly 20 years ago Friday, April 19, 2019, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 19 | FILE - Tea lights sit illuminated during a vigil at the memorial for the victims of the massacre at Columbine High School nearly 20 years ago Friday, April 19, 2019, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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FILE - Tea lights sit illuminated during a vigil at the memorial for the victims of the massacre at Columbine High School nearly 20 years ago Friday, April 19, 2019, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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[image: A visitor moves through the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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A visitor moves through the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: Clouds stream over the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 19 | Clouds stream over the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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Clouds stream over the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: In this view through a fisheye lens, people visit the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 19 | In this view through a fisheye lens, people visit the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: A visitor looks at the plaques on the wall of healing at the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | A visitor looks at the plaques on the wall of healing at the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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A visitor looks at the plaques on the wall of healing at the Columbine Memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: The plaque to honor Daniel Mauser, one of the 12 students killed during the massacre at Columbine High School nearly 25 years ago, is displayed at the Columbine Memorial Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 19 | The plaque to honor Daniel Mauser, one of the 12 students killed during the massacre at Columbine High School nearly 25 years ago, is displayed at the Columbine Memorial Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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The plaque to honor Daniel Mauser, one of the 12 students killed during the massacre at Columbine High School nearly 25 years ago, is displayed at the Columbine Memorial Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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[image: In this view through a fisheye lens, a plaque with a quote from President Bill Clinton is displayed on the wall of healing at the Columbine Memorial Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 19 | In this view through a fisheye lens, a plaque with a quote from President Bill Clinton is displayed on the wall of healing at the Columbine Memorial Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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In this view through a fisheye lens, a plaque with a quote from President Bill Clinton is displayed on the wall of healing at the Columbine Memorial Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Littleton, Colo. Trauma still shadows the survivors of the horrific Columbine High School shooting as the attack's 25th anniversary approaches. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- Hours after she escaped the Columbine High School shooting, 14-year-old Missy Mendo slept between her parents in bed, still wearing the shoes she had on when she fled her math class. She wanted to be ready to run.
Twenty-five years later, and with Mendo now a mother herself, the trauma from that horrific day remains close on her heels.
It caught up to her when 60 people were shot dead in 2017 at a country music festival in Las Vegas, a city she had visited a lot while working in the casino industry. Then again in 2022, when 19 students and two teachers were shot and killed in Uvalde, Texas. 
Mendo had been filling out her daughter's pre-kindergarten application when news of the elementary school shooting broke. She read a few lines of a news story about Uvalde, then put her head down and cried.
"It felt like nothing changed," she recalls thinking.

    


In the quarter-century since two gunmen at Columbine shot and killed 12 fellow students and a teacher in suburban Denver -- an attack that played out on live television and ushered in the modern era of school shootings -- the traumas of that day have continued to shadow Mendo and others who were there.




Some needed years to view themselves as Columbine survivors since they were not physically wounded. Yet things like fireworks could still trigger disturbing memories. The aftershocks -- often unacknowledged in the years before mental health struggles were more widely recognized -- led to some survivors suffering insomnia, dropping out of school, or disengaging from their spouses or families.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Survivors and other members of the community plan to attend a candlelight vigil on the steps of the state's capitol Friday night, the eve of the shooting's anniversary. 
April is particularly hard for Mendo, 39, whose "brain turns to mashed potatoes" each year. She shows up at dentist appointments early, misplaces her keys, forgets to close the refrigerator door.

    


She leans on therapy and the understanding of an expanding group of shooting survivors she has met through The Rebels Project, a support group founded by other Columbine survivors following a 2012 shooting when a gunman killed 12 people at a movie theater in the nearby suburb of Aurora. Mendo started seeing a therapist after her child's first birthday, at the urging of fellow survivor moms.
After she broke down over Uvalde, Mendo, a single parent, said she talked to her mom, took a walk to get some fresh air, then finished her daughter's pre-kindergarten application.
"Was I afraid of her going into the public school system? Absolutely," Mendo said of her daughter. "I wanted her to have as normal of a life as possible."
Researchers who've studied the long-term effects of gun violence in schools have quantified protracted struggles among survivors, including long-term academic effects like absenteeism and reduced college enrollment, and lower earnings later in life.
"Just counting lives lost is kind of an incorrect way to capture the full cost of these tragedies," said Maya Rossin-Slater, an associate professor in the Stanford University School of Medicine's Department of Health Policy. 

    


Mass killings have recurred with numbing frequency in the years since Columbine, with almost 600 attacks in which four or more people have died, not including the perpetrator, since 2006, according to data compiled by The Associated Press. 
More than 80% of the 3,045 victims in those attacks were killed by a firearm. 
Nationwide hundreds of thousands of people have been exposed to school shootings that are often not mass-casualty events but still traumatic, Rossin-Slater said. The impacts can last a lifetime, she added, resulting in "kind of a persistent, reduced potential" for survivors.
Those who were present at Columbine say the years since have given them time to learn more about what happened to them and how to cope with it. 
Heather Martin, now 42, was a Columbine senior in 1999. In college, she began crying during a fire drill, realizing later that a fire alarm had gone off for three hours when she and 60 other students hid in a barricaded office during the high school shooting. She couldn't return to that class and was marked absent each time, and says she failed it after refusing to write a final paper on school violence, despite telling her professor of her experience at Columbine.

    


It took 10 years for her to see herself as a survivor, after she was invited back with the rest of the class of 1999 for an anniversary event. She saw fellow classmates having similar struggles and almost immediately decided to go back to college to become a teacher.
Martin, a co-founder of The Rebels Project, named after Columbine's mascot, said 25 years has given her time to struggle and figure out how to work out of those struggles.
"I just know myself so well now and know how I respond to things and what might activate me and how I can bounce back and be OK. And most importantly I think I can recognize when I am not OK and when I do need to seek help," she said.

    


Kiki Leyba, a first-year teacher at Columbine in 1999, was diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder soon after the shooting. He felt a strong sense of commitment to return to the school, where he threw himself into his work. But he continued to have panic attacks. 
To help him cope, he had sleeping pills and some Xanax for anxiety, Leyba said. One therapist recommended chamomile tea.
Things got harder for him after the 2002 graduation of Mendo's class, the last cohort of students who lived through the shooting since they had been through so much together. 
By 2005, after years of not taking care of himself and suffering from lack of sleep, Leyba said he would often check out from family life, sleeping in on the weekends and turning into a "blob on the couch." Finally, his wife Kallie enrolled him in a one-week trauma treatment program, arranging for him to take the time off from work without telling him.
"Thankfully that really gave me a kind of a foothold ... to do the work to climb out of that," said Leyba, who said breathing exercises, journaling, meditation and anti-depressants have helped him.
Like Mendo and Martin, he has traveled around the country to work with survivors of shootings. 
"That worst day has transformed into something I can offer to others," said Leyba, who is in Washington, D.C. this week meeting with officials about gun violence and promoting a new film about his trauma journey. 
Mendo still lives in the area, and her 5-year-old daughter attends school near Columbine. When her daughter's school locked down last year as police swarmed the neighborhood during a hostage situation, Mendo recalled worrying things like: What if my child is in danger? What if there is another school shooting like Columbine?
When Mendo picked up her daughter, she seemed a little scared, and she hugged her mom a little tighter. Mendo breathed deeply to stay calm, a technique she had learned in therapy, and put on a brave face.
"If I was putting down some fear, she would pick it up," she said. "I didn't want that for her."
____
Associated Press writer Mead Gruver contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/columbine-anniversary-survivors-trauma-f27755b01ce9593bc2ac9b59deef91a5
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Tsunami alert after a volcano in Indonesia has several big eruptions and thousands are told to leave

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this photo released by Sitaro Regional Disaster Management Agency (BPBD Sitaro), hot molten lava glows at the crater of Mount Ruang as it erupts in Sanguine Islands, Indonesia, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Indonesian authorities issued a tsunami alert Wednesday after eruptions at Ruang mountain sent ash thousands of feet high. Officials ordered more than 11,000 people to leave the area. (BPBD Sitaro via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this photo released by Sitaro Regional Disaster Management Agency (BPBD Sitaro), hot molten lava glows at the crater of Mount Ruang as it erupts in Sanguine Islands, Indonesia, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Indonesian authorities issued a tsunami alert Wednesday after eruptions at Ruang mountain sent ash thousands of feet high. Officials ordered more than 11,000 people to leave the area. (BPBD Sitaro via AP)
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesian authorities issued a tsunami alert Wednesday after eruptions at Ruang mountain sent ash thousands of feet high. Officials ordered more than 11,000 people to leave the area.
The volcano on the northern side of Sulawesi island had at least five large eruptions in the past 24 hours, Indonesia's Center for Volcanology and Geological Disaster Mitigation said. Authorities raised their volcano alert to its highest level.
At least 800 residents left the area earlier Wednesday.
Indonesia, an archipelago of 270 million people, has 120 active volcanoes. It is prone to volcanic activity because it sits along the "Ring of Fire," a horseshoe-shaped series of seismic fault lines around the Pacific Ocean.
Authorities urged tourists and others to stay at least 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) from the 725-meter (2,378 foot) Ruang volcano.





    


Officials worry that part of the volcano could collapse into the sea and cause a tsunami as in a 1871 eruption there.
Tagulandang island to the volcano's northeast is again at risk, and its residents are among those being told to evacuate.
Indonesia's National Disaster Mitigation Agency said residents will be relocated to Manado, the nearest city, on Sulawesi island, a journey of six hours by boat.
In 2018, the eruption of Indonesia's Anak Krakatau volcano caused a tsunami along the coasts of Sumatra and Java after parts of the mountain fell into the ocean, killing 430 people.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indonesia-mount-ruang-volcano-eruption-cdf4f66287a38504ed25138c2cb70dc1
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The desert nation of UAE records its most rain ever, flooding highways and Dubai's airport

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting travel through the world's busiest airfield for international travel.
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            Storm dumps heaviest rain ever recorded in desert nation of UAE, flooding roads and Dubai's airport

        
        
            The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting travel through the world's busiest airfield for international travel.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Storm dumps heaviest rain ever recorded in desert nation of UAE, flooding roads and Dubai's airport
The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting travel through the world's busiest airfield for international travel.
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            Storm dumps record rain across the desert nation of UAE, floods Dubai's airport:AP explains

        
        
            The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel.
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    [image: Two men walk through floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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[image: Vehicles drive through heavy rain on the Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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Vehicles drive through heavy rain on the Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: An SUV splashes through standing water on a road with the Burj Al Arab luxury hotel seen in the background in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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[image: A bus stands abandoned in pouring rain as the sky turned green as a storm hit in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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A bus stands abandoned in pouring rain as the sky turned green as a storm hit in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: Vehicles sit abandoned in floodwater covering a major road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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Vehicles sit abandoned in floodwater covering a major road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: A woman takes a selfie in floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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[image: An SUV drives through floodwater covering a road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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An SUV drives through floodwater covering a road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: People look out at floodwater covering a major road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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People look out at floodwater covering a major road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: An SUV stalls out while trying to pass through standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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An SUV stalls out while trying to pass through standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: A man tries to work on his stalled SUV in standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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A man tries to work on his stalled SUV in standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: A van passes through standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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[image: People look out at floodwater covering a major road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 19 | People look out at floodwater covering a major road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: Men gesture as they try to tow a vehicle out of standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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[image: An SUV passes through standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 19 | An SUV passes through standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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An SUV passes through standing water in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Heavy rains lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, flooding out portions of major highways and leaving vehicles abandoned on roadways across Dubai. Meanwhile, the death toll in separate heavy flooding in neighboring Oman rose to 18 with others still missing as the sultanate prepared for the storm. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man sits in a semitruck stuck in floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 19 | A man sits in a semitruck stuck in floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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A man sits in a semitruck stuck in floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: A man walks through floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 19 | A man walks through floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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A man walks through floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The desert nation of the United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain ever recorded there after a deluge flooded out Dubai International Airport, disrupting the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Debris floats through an SUV abandoned in floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | Debris floats through an SUV abandoned in floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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Debris floats through an SUV abandoned in floodwater in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: A worker cuts through a downed tree with a chainsaw after a major storm in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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A worker cuts through a downed tree with a chainsaw after a major storm in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Heavy thunderstorms lashed the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday, dumping over a year and a half's worth of rain on the desert city-state of Dubai in the span of hours as it flooded out portions of major highways and its international airport. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)
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[image: This is a locator map for the Gulf Cooperation Council member states: Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and United Arab Emirates. (AP Photo)]
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This is a locator map for the Gulf Cooperation Council member states: Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and United Arab Emirates. (AP Photo)
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[image: XXXXX in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. XXXXX. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Wednesday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded -- a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. 
The state-run WAM news agency called the rain Tuesday "a historic weather event" that surpassed "anything documented since the start of data collection in 1949." That's before crude oil was discovered in this energy-rich nation then part of a British protectorate known as the Trucial States. 
Rain also fell in Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, but was acute across the UAE. 
The flooding sparked speculation that cloud seeding -- flying small planes through clouds dispersing chemicals aimed at getting rain to fall -- may have contributed to the deluge. But experts said the storm systems that produced the rain were forecast well in advance and that cloud seeding alone would not have caused such flooding.

    


Several reports quoted meteorologists at the National Center for Meteorology as saying they flew six or seven cloud-seeding flights before the rains. Flight-tracking data analyzed by The Associated Press showed one aircraft affiliated with the UAE's cloud-seeding efforts flew around the country Monday. 




The National, an English-language, state-linked newspaper in Abu Dhabi, quoted an anonymous official at the center on Wednesday as saying no cloud seeding took place on Tuesday, without acknowledging any earlier flights.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The center did not respond to questions Wednesday from the AP.
The UAE, which heavily relies on energy-hungry desalination plants to provide water, conducts cloud seeding in part to increase its dwindling, limited groundwater. 
Jeff Masters, a meteorologist for Yale Climate Connections, said the flooding in Dubai was caused by an unusually strong low pressure system that drove many rounds of heavy thunderstorms. 

    


"You don't need cloud seeding's influence to account for the record deluge in Dubai," Masters said.
Another expert, Steven Siems of Australia's Monash University, agreed.
Given the size of the storm, any seeding effort would simply be pointless," he said. "Nature is already doing the job perfectly well." 
Scientists also say climate change in general is responsible for more intense and more frequent extreme storms, droughts, floods and wildfires around the world. Dubai hosted the United Nations' COP28 climate talks just last year. Rising temperatures and other effects of global warming long have been viewed as a threat to life in the already-baking region. 
The rains began late Monday, soaking the sands and roadways of Dubai with some 20 millimeters (0.79 inches) of rain, according to meteorological data collected at Dubai International Airport. The storms intensified around 9 a.m. Tuesday and continued throughout the day, dumping more rain and hail onto the overwhelmed city. 
By the end of Tuesday, more than 142 millimeters (5.59 inches) of rainfall had soaked Dubai over 24 hours. An average year sees 94.7 millimeters (3.73 inches) of rain at Dubai International Airport. 

    


Standing water lapped on taxiways as aircraft landed. Arrivals were halted Tuesday night, and passengers struggled to reach terminals through water-covered roads. 
One couple, who spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity to speak freely in a country with strict laws that criminalize critical speech, called the situation at the airport "absolute carnage." 
"You cannot get a taxi. There's people sleeping in the Metro station. There's people sleeping in the airport," the man said Wednesday. 
Dubai International Airport acknowledged Wednesday morning that the flooding had left "limited transportation options" and affected flights as aircraft crews couldn't reach the airfield. 
"Recovery will take some time," the airport said on the social platform X. 
Long-haul carrier Emirates and FlyDubai, its low-cost sister airline, had major disruptions. 
Paul Griffiths, the airport's CEO, acknowledged continued issues with flooding Wednesday morning, saying every place an aircraft could be safely parked was taken. Some aircraft had been diverted to Al Maktoum International Airport at Dubai World Central, the city-state's second airfield. 

    


"It remains an incredibly challenging time. In living memory, I don't think anyone has ever seen conditions like it," Griffiths told the state-owned talk radio station Dubai Eye. "We are in uncharted territory."
Egypt's national carrier, EgyptAir, also temporarily suspended flights between Cairo and Dubai due to the bad weather. 
Schools across the UAE, a federation of seven sheikhdoms, largely shut ahead of the storm and government employees were largely working remotely if able. Many workers stayed home as well, though some ventured out, with the unfortunate stalling out their vehicles in deeper-than-expected water covering spots on some roads. That included parts of the Sheikh Zayed Road, a 12-lane highway through downtown Dubai.

    


Authorities sent tanker trucks out into the streets and highways to pump away the water. Water poured into some homes, forcing people to bail out their houses. 
The country's hereditary rulers offered no overall damage or injury information for the nation, as some slept in their flooded vehicles Tuesday night. In Ras al-Khaimah, the country's northernmost emirate, police said one 70-year-old man died when his vehicle was swept away by floodwater. 
Khatm al-Shakla, an area near Al Ain in Abu Dhabi, saw 254 millimeters (10 inches) of rain Tuesday, the most anywhere in the country, officials said.
Authorities canceled school and the government instituted remote work again for Wednesday. Dubai later closed schools for the rest of the week.
Rain is unusual in the UAE, an arid, Arabian Peninsula nation, but occurs periodically during the cooler winter months. Many roads and other areas lack drainage given the lack of regular rainfall, causing flooding.
Meanwhile in neighboring Oman, a sultanate that rests on the eastern edge of the Arabian Peninsula, at least 19 people were killed in heavy rains in recent days, according to a statement Wednesday from the country's National Committee for Emergency Management. That includes some 10 schoolchildren swept away in a vehicle with an adult, which saw condolences come into the country from rulers across the region. 
___
Associated Press writer Samy Magdy in Cairo contributed to this report. 
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Trump lawyers say Stormy Daniels refused subpoena outside a Brooklyn bar, papers left 'at her feet'

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Stormy Daniels appears at an event, May 23, 2018, in West Hollywood, Calif. The hush money trial of former President Donald Trump begins Monday, April 15, 2024, with jury selection. It's the first criminal trial of a former U.S. commander-in-chief. The charges in the trial center on $130,000 in payments that Trump's company made to his then-lawyer, Michael Cohen. He paid that sum on Trump's behalf to keep Daniels from going public, a month before the election, with her claims of a sexual encounter with Trump a decade earlier. (AP Photo/Ringo H.W. Chiu, File)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump approaches to speak to reporters as he leaves a Manhattan courtroom after the second day of his criminal trial, Tuesday, April 16, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | Former President Donald Trump approaches to speak to reporters as he leaves a Manhattan courtroom after the second day of his criminal trial, Tuesday, April 16, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)
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[image: Former President Donald Trump approaches to speak to reporters as he leaves a Manhattan courtroom after the second day of his criminal trial, Tuesday, April 16, 2024 in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)]
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    The latest: Get live updates from Donald Trump's hush money trial


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump's legal team says it tried serving Stormy Daniels a subpoena as she arrived for an event at a bar in Brooklyn last month, but the porn actor, who is expected to be a witness at the former president's criminal trial, refused to take it and walked away.
A process server working for Trump's lawyers said he approached Daniels with papers demanding information related to a documentary recently released about her life and involvement with Trump, but was forced to "leave them at her feet," according to a court filing made public Wednesday.
"I stated she was served as I identified her and explained to her what the documents were," process server Dominic DellaPorte wrote. "She did not acknowledge me and kept walking inside the venue, and she had no expression on her face."
The encounter, prior to a screening of the "Stormy" film at the 3 Dollar Bill nightclub, has touched off a monthlong battle between Trump's lawyers and Daniels' attorney that continued this week as the presumptive Republican nominee's criminal trial began in Manhattan.

    


Trump's lawyers are asking Judge Juan M. Merchan to force Daniels to comply with the subpoena. In their filing, they included a photo they said DellaPorte took of Daniels as she strode away.
Daniels' lawyer Clark Brewster claims they never received the paperwork. He described the requests as an "unwarranted fishing expedition" with no relevance to Trump's criminal trial.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The process -- instituted on the eve of trial -- appears calculated to cause harassment and/or intimidation of a lay witness," Brewster wrote in an April 9 letter to Merchan. Brewster didn't immediately reply to a message from The Associated Press seeking comment.
The hush money case is the first of Trump's four criminal cases to go to trial. Seven jurors have been seated so far. Jury selection is set to resume Thursday.

    


Daniels is expected to testify about a $130,000 payment she got in 2016 from one of Trump's lawyers at the time, Michael Cohen, in order to stop her from speaking publicly about a sexual encounter she said she had with Trump years earlier. 
Cohen was later reimbursed by Trump's company for that payment. Trump is accused of falsifying his company's records to hide the nature of that payment, and other work he did to bury negative stories during the 2016 campaign.
Trump pleaded not guilty last year to 34 felony counts of falsifying business records. He denies having a sexual encounter with Daniels. His lawyers argue the payments to Cohen were legitimate legal expenses, and were recorded correctly.
In a separate filing made public Wednesday, the Manhattan district attorney's office said that if Trump chooses to testify at the trial, prosecutors plan to challenge his credibility by questioning him about his recent legal setbacks. The filing was made last month under seal.
Trump was recently ordered to pay a $454 million civil penalty following a trial in which a judge ruled he had lied about his wealth on financial statements. In another trial, a jury said he was liable for $83.3 million for defaming writer E. Jean Carroll after she accused him of sexual assault.

    


Merchan said he plans to hold a hearing Friday to decide whether that will be allowed.
Under New York law, prosecutors can question witnesses about past legal matters in certain circumstances. Trump's lawyers are opposed. Trump has said he wants to testify, but he is not required to and can always change his mind.
As for the subpoena dispute, it marks the latest attempt by Trump's lawyers to knock loose potentially damaging information about Daniels, a key prosecution witness.
They are demanding an array of documents related to the promotion and editing of the documentary, "Stormy," which explores Daniels' career in the adult film industry and rise to celebrity since her alleged involvement with Trump became publicly known.
They are also requesting Daniels reveal how much, if anything, she was compensated for the film.
Trump's lawyers contend the film's premiere last month on NBC's Peacock streaming service -- a week before the trial was originally scheduled to start -- stoked negative publicity about Trump, muddying his ability to get a fair trial.

    


In the filings made public Wednesday, Trump's attorneys accuse Daniels of "plainly seeking to promote her brand and make money based on her status as a witness."
The subpoena also demands communications between Daniels and other likely witnesses in the trial, including Cohen and Karen McDougal, a former Playboy model who alleges she had an affair with Trump. It also requests any communications between Daniels and Carroll.
Earlier this month, Merchan blocked an attempt by Trump to subpoena NBC Universal for information related to the documentary. He wrote that subpoena and the demands therein "are the very definition of a fishing expedition."
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Biden vows to shield US steel industry by blocking Japanese merger and seeking new Chinese tariffs

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden told an audience of cheering unionized steelworkers Wednesday that his administration will block the acquisition of U.S. Steel by a Japanese company, potentially. And he's calling for a tripling of tariffs on Chinese steel.
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    [image: President Joe Biden speaks at the United Steelworkers Headquarters in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: President Joe Biden, center, poses a group photo during his visit to United Steelworkers Headquarters, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden is greeted after walking into a Sheetz after stopping enroute to Pittsburgh International Airport, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon))]
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[image: President Joe Biden greeting steelworkers at United Steelworkers Headquarters, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden greeting steelworkers at United Steelworkers Headquarters, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks at a campaign event at United Steelworkers Headquarters, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden greets visitors as he visits the War Memorial in Scranton, Pa., Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Biden's uncle, Ambrose J Finnegan Jr., who died in WWII, is listed on the wall. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden greeting steelworkers at United Steelworkers Headquarters, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks at the United Steelworkers Headquarters in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: President Joe Biden greets patrons at Zummo's Cafe, Wednesday morning, April 17, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks with reporters as he departs on Air Force One at Wilkes-Barre Scranton International Airport, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks at a campaign event at United Steelworkers Headquarters, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks at a campaign event at United Steelworkers Headquarters, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- President Joe Biden suggested to cheering, unionized steelworkers on Wednesday that his administration would thwart the acquisition of U.S. Steel by a Japanese company, and he called for a tripling of tariffs on Chinese steel, seeking to use trade policy to win over working-class votes in the battleground state of Pennsylvania.
The Democratic president's pitch comes as Donald Trump, his likely Republican opponent, tries to chart a path back to the White House with tough-on-China rhetoric and steep tariff proposals of his own.
During a visit to the Pittsburgh headquarters of United Steelworkers, Biden said U.S. Steel "has been an iconic American company for more than a century and it should remain totally American."
Administration officials are reviewing the proposed acquisition of U.S. Steel by Japan's Nippon Steel, and Biden said last month he would oppose the deal, saying it was "vital for it to remain an American steel company that is domestically owned and operated." 





    


But in front of a union audience, he went much further in pledging he may block it. 
"American-owned, American-operated by American union steelworkers -- the best in the world -- and that's going to happen, I promise you," he said.
In another step that his administration argues can protect domestic steelworkers, Biden also announced that he will push for higher tariffs on Chinese steel and aluminum, aiming to insulate American producers from a flood of cheap imports. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden's push on steel reflects the intersection of international trade policy with his reelection effort, although the White House insisted they were more about shielding American manufacturing from unfair trade practices overseas than firing up a union audience.
The current tariff rate is 7.5% for both steel and aluminum but could climb to 25% under Biden's proposal. The president said he was asking his trade representative to seek the increase, and separate tariffs of 10% on aluminum and 25% on steel would also remain in place.

    


The U.S. imported roughly $6.1 billion in steel products in the 12 months ending in February 2023, but just 3% of those imports came from China, according to Census Bureau figures. Citing existing trade barriers, the American Iron and Steel Institute said China last year accounted for even less -- just 2.1% of U.S. steel imports -- making it America's seventh-biggest source of foreign steel.
However, a senior administration official said there are concerns about China ramping up exports, making the higher tariff levels necessary as a preventative measure. 
Liu Pengyu, a spokesman for the Chinese Embassy in Washington, said the "U.S. is making the same mistake again and again" by seeking increased tariffs. In a statement, he also dismissed levies already in place as "the embodiment of unilateralism and protectionism of the U.S."
Biden insisted that getting tougher on China was sound policy, including when it comes to preventing the exportation of advanced technologies that could "undermine our national security."

    


He said he delivered a similar message to Chinese President Xi Jinping during previous conversations, telling him, "You'll use them for all the wrong reasons, so you're not going to get those advanced computer chips."
Biden criticized Trump for failing to take such steps, saying that "for all his tough talk on China, it never occurred to my predecessor to do any of that."
The administration also promised to pursue investigations against countries and importers that try to saturate existing markets with Chinese steel, and said it was working with Mexico to ensure that Chinese companies cannot circumvent the tariffs by shipping steel there for subsequent export to the United States.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden is seeking higher tariffs on Chinese steel as he courts union voters.
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports President Biden is pitching sharply higher tariffs on Chinese steel as he appeals to union voters in Pennsylvania.

    

"The president understands we must invest in American manufacturing. But we also have to protect those investments and those workers from unfair exports associated with China's industrial overcapacity," said White House national economic adviser Lael Brainard.
U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai also announced Wednesday that her office, acting on a petition from five national labor unions, was investigating China for "targeting the maritime, logistics and shipbuilding sectors for dominance."

    


China's Commerce Ministry responded hours later that the "U.S. petition is full of false accusations." 
It "misinterprets normal trade and investment activities as damaging to U.S. national security and corporate interests," the ministry said in a statement. "And blames China for the U.S.'s own industrial issues, lacking factual basis and running counter to common sense in economics."
China produces about half of the world's steel and is making far more than its domestic market needs. It sells steel on the world market for less than half what U.S.-produced steel costs, senior Biden administration officials said. 

    


The first step to the higher tariffs is the completion of a review of Chinese trade practices. Once Biden gives the official authorization, there will be a public notice and a comment period that could take weeks. 
Biden is on a three-day Pennsylvania swing that began in his childhood hometown of Scranton on Tuesday and will include a visit to Philadelphia on Thursday. After ignoring the first two days of Trump's hush money trial in New York, Biden made a veiled reference to it on Wednesday, joking that his predecessor is "busy right now."
Biden's announcement on steel tariffs was cheered by U.S. steelmakers. Kevin Dempsey, president of the American Iron and Steel Institute, accused China of disrupting "world markets both by subsidizing the production of steel and other products, and by dumping those products in the U.S. and other markets."
To coincide with the announcement, Biden's campaign released a 60-second ad that will air on Pennsylvania television for the next five days. It features a steelworker, who is also a small-town mayor, praising the president's economic policies.
Higher tariffs can carry major economic risks. Steel and aluminum could become more expensive, possibly increasing the costs of cars, construction materials and other key goods for U.S. consumers. Also, inflation has already been a drag on Biden's political fortunes, and his turn toward protectionism echoes Trump's playbook. 
The former president, who has said he would never allow the acquisition of U.S. Steel by a foreign company to go through, imposed broader tariffs on Chinese goods during his administration and has threatened to increase levies on Chinese goods unless they trade on his preferred terms as he campaigns for another term. 
An outside analysis by the consultancy Oxford Economics has suggested that putting in place the tariffs Trump has proposed could hurt the overall U.S. economy.
___
Weissert reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Josh Boak in Washington contributed to this report.
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Biden is off on details of his uncle's WWII death as he calls Trump unfit to lead the military

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden misstated key details Wednesday about his uncle's death in World War 2 when he suggested Ambrose Finnegan, Jr. may have fallen victim to cannibalism after his plane was shot down over New Guinea.
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    [image: President Joe Biden reaches to touch the name of his uncle Ambrose J. Finnegan, Jr., on a wall at a Scranton war memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. His uncle died in WWII. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden, and Scranton Mayor Paige Cognetti, pause at a Scranton war memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden pauses at a wall of veterans' names at a Scranton war memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | President Joe Biden pauses at a wall of veterans' names at a Scranton war memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7
President Joe Biden pauses at a wall of veterans' names at a Scranton war memorial, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Joe Biden visits the War Memorial in Scranton, Pa., with Scranton Mayor Paige Cognetti, right, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Biden's uncle, Ambrose J Finnegan Jr., who died in WWII, is listed on the memorial wall. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Joe Biden visits the War Memorial in Scranton, Pa., Wednesday, April 17, 2024, and touches the wall near his uncle's name, Ambrose J Finnegan Jr., who died in WWII. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden on Wednesday misstated key details about his uncle's death in World War II as he honored the man's wartime service and said Donald Trump was unworthy of serving as commander in chief.
While in Pittsburgh, Biden spoke about his uncle, 2nd Lt. Ambrose J. Finnegan Jr., aiming to draw a contrast with reports that Trump, while president, had called fallen service members "suckers" and "losers."
Finnegan, the brother of Biden's mother, "got shot down in New Guinea," Biden said. The president said Finnegan's body was never recovered and "there used to be a lot of cannibals" in the area. Biden, who also relayed a version of the story earlier in the day after stopping by the memorial in Scranton, was off on the particulars.
The U.S. government's record of missing service members does not attribute Finnegan's death to hostile action or indicate cannibals were any factor.

    


"We have a tradition in my family my grandfather started," said Biden, a toddler at the time of his uncle's death in 1944. "When you visit a gravesite of a family member -- it's going to sound strange to you -- but you say three Hail Marys. And that's what I was doing at the site."




Referring to Trump, the presumptive GOP presidential nominee, Biden said, "That man doesn't deserve to have been the commander in chief for my son, my uncle." 
Biden's elder son, Beau, died in 2015 of brain cancer, which the president has stated he believes was linked to his son's yearlong deployment in Iraq, where the military used burn pits to dispose of waste.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some former Trump officials have claimed the then-president disparaged fallen service members as "suckers" and "losers" when, they said, he did not want to travel in 2018 to a cemetery for American war dead in France. Trump denied the allegation, saying, "What animal would say such a thing?"
According to the Pentagon's Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, Biden's uncle, known by the family as "Bosie," died on May 14, 1944, while a passenger on an Army Air Forces plane that, "for unknown reasons," was forced to ditch in the Pacific Ocean off the northern coast of New Guinea. "Both engines failed at low altitude, and the aircraft's nose hit the water hard," the agency states in its listing of Finnegan. "Three men failed to emerge from the sinking wreck and were lost in the crash."

    


The agency said Finnegan was a passenger on the plane when it was lost. "He has not been associated with any remains recovered from the area after the war and is still unaccounted-for," according to the agency.
White House spokesman Andrew Bates did not address the discrepancy between the agency's records and Biden's account when he issued a statement on the matter.
"President Biden is proud of his uncle's service in uniform," Bates said, adding Finnegan "lost his life when the military aircraft he was on crashed in the Pacific after taking off near New Guinea." 
Biden "highlighted his uncle's story as he made the case for honoring our 'sacred commitment ... to equip those we send to war and take care of them and their families when they come home,' and as he reiterated that the last thing American veterans are is 'suckers' or 'losers.'"

    


The Democratic president also misstated when uncles enlisted in the military, saying they joined "when D-Day occurred, the next day," in June 1944, when they actually joined weeks after the Dec. 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor.
After Finnegan's death, a local newspaper published a telegram from Gen. Douglas MacArthur expressing condolences to Finnegan's family: 
"Dear Mr. Finnegan: In the death of your son, Second Lieutenant Ambrose J. Finnegan Jr., while in service of his country, you have my profound sympathy. Your consolation may be that he died in the uniform of our beloved country, serving in a crusade from which a better world for all will come. Very faithfully, Douglas MacArthur."
Biden, in his 2008 book "Promises to Keep," made only brief mention of his uncle, describing him as flyer who was killed in New Guinea. 
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Democrats clear path to bring proposed repeal of Arizona's near-total abortion ban to a vote

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A anti-abortion supporter stands outside the House chamber, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | A anti-abortion supporter stands outside the House chamber, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Matt Gress, applauds on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Oscar De Los Santos, D, speaks on his phone on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: From left; Democratic Arizona State Representatives Melody Hernandez, Oscar De Los Santos, Lupe Contreras and Nancy Gutierrez speak together on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Lupe Contreras, D, right, speaks with Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, D, on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, D, speaks on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Lupe Contreras, D, right, speaks with Rep. Oscar De Los Santos, D, as Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, D, looks on on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 17 | Arizona State Rep. Lupe Contreras, D, right, speaks with Rep. Oscar De Los Santos, D, as Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, D, looks on on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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[image: Arizona State Speaker of the House Ben Toma, R, speaks on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Speaker pro tempore Travis Grantham, R, calls for oder on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 17 | Arizona State Speaker pro tempore Travis Grantham, R, calls for oder on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the public cheer from the gallery during the legislative session, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Republican Arizona State Representatives applaud the gallery from the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Speaker of the House Ben Toma, R, speaks to the media from the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state representatives convene on House floor at the Capitol, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Phoenix. The Arizona Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that the state can enforce its long-dormant law criminalizing all abortions except when a mother's life is at stake. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: A person walks past the Arizona Supreme Court building, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Phoenix. The Arizona Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that the state can enforce its long-dormant law criminalizing all abortions except when a mother's life is at stake. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Abortion rights supporters gather outside the Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Abortion rights supporters gather outside the Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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    [image: A anti-abortion supporter stands outside the House chamber, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 17 | A anti-abortion supporter stands outside the House chamber, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 17
A anti-abortion supporter stands outside the House chamber, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Arizona State Rep. Matt Gress, applauds on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Oscar De Los Santos, D, speaks on his phone on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: From left; Democratic Arizona State Representatives Melody Hernandez, Oscar De Los Santos, Lupe Contreras and Nancy Gutierrez speak together on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Lupe Contreras, D, right, speaks with Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, D, on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, D, speaks on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Rep. Lupe Contreras, D, right, speaks with Rep. Oscar De Los Santos, D, as Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, D, looks on on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Speaker of the House Ben Toma, R, speaks on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona State Speaker pro tempore Travis Grantham, R, calls for oder on the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Members of the public cheer from the gallery during the legislative session, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Republican Arizona State Representatives applaud the gallery from the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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Republican Arizona State Representatives applaud the gallery from the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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[image: Arizona State Speaker of the House Ben Toma, R, speaks to the media from the House floor, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Capitol in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Arizona state representatives convene on House floor at the Capitol, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Phoenix. The Arizona Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that the state can enforce its long-dormant law criminalizing all abortions except when a mother's life is at stake. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: A person walks past the Arizona Supreme Court building, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Phoenix. The Arizona Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that the state can enforce its long-dormant law criminalizing all abortions except when a mother's life is at stake. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Abortion rights supporters gather outside the Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Phoenix. House Republicans have again blocked an effort for the chamber to take up legislation that would repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortions. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Abortion rights supporters gather outside the Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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Abortion rights supporters gather outside the Capitol, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Democrats in the Arizona Senate cleared a path to bring a proposed repeal of the state's near-total ban on abortions to a vote after the state's highest court concluded the law can be enforced and the state House blocked efforts to undo the long-dormant statute.
Although no vote was taken on the repeal itself, Republican Sens. T.J. Shope and Shawnna Bolick sided with 14 Democrats in the Senate on Wednesday in changing rules to let a repeal proposal advance after the deadline for hearing bills had passed. Proponents say the Senate could vote on the repeal as early as May 1.
If the proposed repeal wins final approval from the Republican-controlled Legislature and is signed into law by Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs, the 2022 statute banning the procedure after 15 weeks of pregnancy would become the prevailing abortion law.

    


The move by the Senate came after Republicans in the Arizona House, for the second time in a week, blocked attempts on Wednesday to bring a repeal bill to a vote. One Republican joined 29 Democrats in the Arizona House to bring the repeal measure to a vote Wednesday, but the effort failed twice on 30-30 votes.




The state's near-total ban, which predates Arizona's statehood, permits abortions only for saving the woman's life and provides no exceptions for rape or incest. It carries a sentence of two to five years in prison for doctors or anyone else who assists in an abortion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last week, the Arizona Supreme Court drastically altered the legal landscape for terminating pregnancies in the state, concluding the 1864 law can be enforced and suggesting doctors can be prosecuted under the statute.
The debate in the House over whether to allow a vote on the repeal proposal was much fierier than in the Senate. Members from pro-life groups packed the House's gallery and gave a standing ovation after efforts to bring the repeal bill to a vote was defeated.

    


House Speaker Ben Toma said those wanting to repeal the law were demanding action too soon, noting the court decision to revive the law came only a week ago. He said the only way he would bring the repeal bill to a vote would be if his fellow Republicans wanted it.
"We have deeply held beliefs," Toma said. "And I would ask everyone in this chamber to respect the fact that someone wants to believe that abortion is in fact the murder of children."
Democratic Rep. Alma Hernandez of Tucson said Republicans are failing to act on a matter of great importance to Arizonans. "This is what we are arguing about right now: whether or not we should overturn something that is archaic, something that is going to really impact women in Arizona," Hernandez said. "And yet we want to talk about a process or the right process."
Rep. Matt Gress, the Phoenix Republican who joined with Democrats in trying to bring the repeal measure to a vote, said the 160-year-old law doesn't reflect the values of most people living in the state.
"We need to get that taken care of and get it taken care of as soon as possible," Gress said. "I think the eyes of the nation are on Arizona."

    


In a statement, Hobbs, who supports a repeal of the law, said, "Republican extremists in the House have yet again failed to do the right thing. In just one week living under this new reality, women, doctors, and healthcare providers have already begun to feel the devastating effects of living under a total abortion ban. We cannot go on like this."
The Center for Arizona Policy, a longtime backer of anti-abortion proposals before the Legislature, released a statement saying, "Today was a victory for life, even if only temporarily. Most pro-life lawmakers kept their promise today to protect the unborn and their mothers and not repeal Arizona's pre-Roe law."
The Civil War era law had been blocked since the U.S. Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision guaranteed the constitutional right to an abortion nationwide.
After Roe v. Wade was overturned in June 2022, then-Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich, a Republican, persuaded a state judge to lift an injunction that blocked enforcement of the 1864 ban. Brnovich's Democratic successor, Attorney General Kris Mayes, urged the state's high court to hold the line against it.
The state's highest court said enforcement of the 1864 law won't begin for at least two weeks. However, it could be up to two months, based on an agreement reached in a related case in Arizona. ____ Associated Press writer Scott Sonner in Reno, Nevada, contributed to this report.
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Lawyers for Nassar assault survivors have reached $100M deal with Justice Department, AP source says

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kansas, center left, and Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., attend a news conference with dozens of women and girls who were sexually abused by Larry Nassar, a former doctor for Michigan State University athletics and USA Gymnastics, July 24, 2018, on Capitol Hill in Washington. The U.S. Justice Department has agreed to pay approximately $100 million to settle claims with about 100 sexual assault victims of Nassar, a source with direct knowledge of the negotiations told The Associated Press on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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                                        The U.S. Justice Department has agreed to pay approximately $100 million to settle claims with about 100 people who say they were sexually assaulted by sports doctor Larry Nassar, a source with direct knowledge of the negotiations told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
The deal has not been finalized and no money has been paid, the source said on condition of anonymity because the person was not authorized to speak before a formal announcement.
An internal investigation found that FBI agents mishandled abuse allegations by women more than a year before Nassar was arrested in 2016. 
The settlement was first reported by The Wall Street Journal. A Justice Department spokesperson declined to comment.
Nassar was a Michigan State University sports doctor as well as a doctor at Indianapolis-based USA Gymnastics. He is serving decades in prison for assaulting female athletes, including medal-winning Olympic gymnasts, under the guise of treatment.

    


Lawyers filed claims against the government, focusing on a 15-month period when FBI agents in Indianapolis and Los Angeles had knowledge of allegations against Nassar but apparently took no action, beginning in 2015. The Justice Department inspector general confirmed fundamental errors. 




Nassar's assaults continued until his arrest in fall 2016, authorities said. 
The assault survivors include decorated Olympians Simone Biles, Aly Raisman and McKayla Maroney.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm sorry that so many different people let you down, over and over again," FBI Director Christopher Wray told survivors at a Senate hearing in 2021. "And I'm especially sorry that there were people at the FBI who had their own chance to stop this monster back in 2015 and failed."
The Michigan attorney general's office ultimately handled the assault charges against Nassar, while federal prosecutors in western Michigan filed a child sex abuse images case against him.
Michigan State University, which was also accused of missing chances over many years to stop Nassar, agreed to pay $500 million to more than 300 women and girls who were assaulted. USA Gymnastics and the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee made a $380 million settlement. 
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What's inside the $95 billion House package focused on aiding Ukraine and Israel

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., right, speaks with reporters to discuss his proposal of sending crucial bipartisan support to aid Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan after weeks of inaction on Capitol Hill Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks with reporters to discuss his proposal of sending crucial bipartisan support to aid Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan after weeks of inaction, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Speaker Mike Johnson has unveiled a long-awaited package of bills that will provide military aid to Ukraine and Israel, replenish U.S. weapons systems and give humanitarian assistance to civilians in Gaza.
The package totals $95.3 billion in spending, which matches the total that the Senate passed in mid-February. But there are also a few differences with the Senate bill designed to win over some House conservatives. 
Here's a look at what is in the bills that Johnson hopes to pass by this weekend.
UKRAINE
The aid to support Ukraine totals about $61 billion. Republicans on the House Appropriations Committee said that more than a third of that amount would be dedicated to replenishing weapons and ammunition systems for the U.S. military.
The overall amount of money provided to Ukraine for the purchase of weapons from the U.S. is roughly the same in the House and Senate bills -- $13.8 billion. 

    


The main difference between the two packages is that the House bill provides more than $9 billion in economic assistance to Ukraine in the form of "forgivable loans." The Senate bill included no such provision seeking repayment. 




The president would be authorized to set the terms of the loan to Ukraine and also be given the power to cancel it. Congress could override the cancellation but would have to generate enough votes to override a veto, a high bar considering how the two chambers are so evenly divided.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Johnson, as he seeks GOP support for the package, noted that former President Donald Trump has endorsed a "loan concept."
He also noted that the House package includes a requirement for the Biden administration to provide a plan and a strategy to Congress for what it seeks to achieve in Ukraine. The plan would be required within 45 days of the bill being signed into law. House Republicans frequently complain that they have yet to see a strategy from Biden for winning the war.

    


The bill said the report from the administration must be a multiyear plan that spells out "specific and achievable objectives." It also asked for an estimate of the resources required to achieve the U.S. objectives and a description of the national security implications if the objectives are not met.
ISRAEL
Aid in the legislation to support Israel and provide humanitarian relief to citizens of Gaza comes to more than $26 billion. The amount of money dedicated to replenishing Israel's missile defense systems totals about $4 billion in the House and Senate bills. An additional $2.4 billion for current U.S. military operations in the regions is also the same in both bills.
Some conservatives have been critical of the aid for Gaza. At the end of the day, though, Johnson risked losing critical Democratic support for the package if Republicans had excluded it. The humanitarian assistance comes to more than $9 billion for Gaza, where millions of Palestinians face starvation, lack of clean water and disease outbreaks.
INDO-PACIFIC
The investments to counter China and ensure a strong deterrence in the region come to about $8 billion. The overall amount of money and the investments in the two bills is about the same with a quarter of funds used to replenish weapons and ammunition systems that had been provided to Taiwan.
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NBA bans Jontay Porter after gambling probe shows he shared information, bet on games

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Toronto Raptors center Jontay Porter, right, pulls in a rebound as Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, left, defends in the first half of an NBA basketball game Monday, March 11, 2024, in Denver. The NBA banned Toronto two-way player Jontay Porter on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, after a league probe found he disclosed confidential information to sports bettors and bet on games.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - Toronto Raptors center Jontay Porter (34) and Denver Nuggets guard Jamal Murray (27) are shown in the second half of an NBA basketball game Monday, March 11, 2024, in Denver. The NBA banned Toronto two-way player Jontay Porter on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, after a league probe found he disclosed confidential information to sports bettors and bet on games.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE -- Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Chicago Bulls Thursday, Jan. 18, 2024, in Toronto. The NBA banned Toronto two-way player Jontay Porter on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, after a league probe found he disclosed confidential information to sports bettors and bet on games.(Christopher Katsarov/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Isaiah Joe (11) dunks as Toronto Raptors centre Jontay Porter (34) defends during the second half of an NBA basketball game Friday, March 22, 2024, in Toronto. (Nathan Denette/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Isaiah Joe (11) dunks as Toronto Raptors centre Jontay Porter (34) defends during the second half of an NBA basketball game Friday, March 22, 2024, in Toronto. (Nathan Denette/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        Toronto Raptors player Jontay Porter was banned for life from the NBA on Wednesday after a league probe found he disclosed confidential information to sports bettors and wagered on games, even betting on the Raptors to lose.
Porter is the second person to be banned by Commissioner Adam Silver for violating league rules. The other was now-former Los Angeles Clippers owner Donald Sterling in 2014, shortly after Silver took office.
In making the announcement, Silver called Porter's actions "blatant."
"There is nothing more important than protecting the integrity of NBA competition for our fans, our teams and everyone associated with our sport, which is why Jontay Porter's blatant violations of our gaming rules are being met with the most severe punishment," Silver said.
The investigation started once the league learned from "licensed sports betting operators and an organization that monitors legal betting markets" about unusual gambling patterns surrounding Porter's performance in a game on March 20 against Sacramento. The league determined that Porter gave a bettor information about his own health status prior that game and said that another individual -- known to be an NBA bettor -- placed an $80,000 bet that Porter would not hit the numbers set for him in parlays through an online sports book. That bet would have won $1.1 million.

    


Porter took himself out of that game after less than three minutes, claiming illness, none of his stats meeting the totals set in the parlay. The $80,000 bet was frozen and not paid out, the league said, and the NBA started an investigation not long afterward.




"You don't want this for the kid, you don't want this for our team and we don't want this for our league, that's for sure," Raptors President Masai Ujiri said Wednesday in Toronto, speaking shortly before the NBA announced Porter's ban. "My first reaction is obviously surprise, because none of us, I don't think anybody, saw this coming."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Later, after the NBA revealed the ban, the Raptors said they are "fully supportive of the league's decision to ban Jontay Porter from the NBA and are grateful for the swift resolution to this investigation. We will continue to cooperate with all ongoing inquiries."

    


The league has partnerships and other relationships with more than two dozen gaming companies, many of whom advertise during NBA games in a variety of ways. Silver himself has been a longtime proponent of legal sports wagering, but the league has very strict rules for players and employees regarding betting.
And what Porter was found to have done was in violation of the Collective Bargaining Agreement, which states: "Any Player who, directly or indirectly, wagers money or anything of value on any game or event in the Association or in the NBA G League shall, on being charged with such wagering, be given an opportunity to answer such charges after due notice, and the decision of the Commissioner shall be final, binding, and conclusive and unappealable."
Silver cautioned last week that this move was possible, saying what Porter was accused of represented "cardinal sin" in the NBA. Porter has not commented since the investigation began, and never played for the Raptors again -- he was listed as out for all of Toronto's games for the remainder of the season citing personal reasons.

    


The league also determined that Porter -- the brother of Denver Nuggets forward Michael Porter Jr. -- placed at least 13 bets on NBA games using someone else's betting account. The bets ranged from $15 to $22,000; the total wagered was $54,094 and generated a payout of $76,059, or net winnings of $21,965.
Those wagers did not involve any game in which Porter played, the NBA said. But three of the wagers were multi-game parlays, including a bet where Porter -- who was not playing in the games involved -- wagered on the Raptors to lose. All three of those bets lost.
"While legal sports betting creates transparency that helps identify suspicious or abnormal activity, this matter also raises important issues about the sufficiency of the regulatory framework currently in place, including the types of bets offered on our games and players," Silver said. "Working closely with all relevant stakeholders across the industry, we will continue to work diligently to safeguard our league and game."

    


Porter was on what is called a two-way contract, meaning he could play for both the Raptors and their affiliate in the G League. His salary for this year was around $410,000; had the Raptors signed him to a standard NBA contract next season, as seemed possible, his salary would have exceeded $2 million.
The 24-year-old Porter averaged 4.4 points, 3.2 rebounds and 2.3 assists in 26 games, including five starts. He also played in 11 games for Memphis in the 2020-21 season.
ESPN first reported the investigation, which it said surrounded Porter's performance in games on Jan. 26 and March 20. In both games, Porter played briefly before leaving citing injury or illness. Porter played 4 minutes, 24 seconds against the Los Angeles Clippers in the first of those games, then 2:43 against Sacramento in the second game.

    


In both of those games, Porter did not come close to hitting the prop-wager lines for points, rebounds and 3-pointers that bettors could play at some sportsbooks. For example, one set of prop wagers for Porter for the Clippers game was set at 5.5 points, 4.5 rebounds and 1.5 assists; he finished with no points, three rebounds and one assist. For the Kings game, they were around 7.5 points and 5.5 rebounds; Porter finished that game with no points and two rebounds.
The league said its probe "remains open and may result in further findings," and that those findings are being shared with federal prosecutors.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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Netanyahu brushes off calls for restraint, saying Israel will decide how to respond to Iran's attack

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi speaks during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi speaks during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 13 | Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: An anti-U.S. banner is carried on a truck during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | An anti-U.S. banner is carried on a truck during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Volunteer troops of the Iranian army march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: Missiles are carried on a truck as an Iranian army band leader conducts the music band during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Missiles are carried on a truck as an Iranian army band leader conducts the music band during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed buildings of the Abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed buildings of the Abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Palestinian medics said several residents, including children, were killed in the airstrike. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 13 | Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed a residential building of the Abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 13 | Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed a residential building of the Abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 13 | Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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        Netanyahu brushes off calls for restraint, saying Israel will decide how to respond to Iran's attack

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi speaks during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi speaks during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi speaks during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 13 | Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 13 | Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: An anti-U.S. banner is carried on a truck during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 13 | An anti-U.S. banner is carried on a truck during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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An anti-U.S. banner is carried on a truck during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Volunteer troops of the Iranian army march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 13 | Volunteer troops of the Iranian army march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Volunteer troops of the Iranian army march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Missiles are carried on a truck as an Iranian army band leader conducts the music band during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 13 | Missiles are carried on a truck as an Iranian army band leader conducts the music band during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Missiles are carried on a truck as an Iranian army band leader conducts the music band during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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[image: Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed buildings of the Abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed buildings of the Abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Palestinian medics said several residents, including children, were killed in the airstrike. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed buildings of the Abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Palestinian medics said several residents, including children, were killed in the airstrike. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 13 | Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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Palestinians search for survivors after an Israeli airstrike on a residential building of the abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)
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[image: Palestinians inspect the rubble of destroyed a residential building of the Abo al Hanood family after an Israeli airstrike in Rafah refugee camp, southern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Wednesday his country would be the one to decide whether and how to respond to Iran's major air assault earlier this week, brushing off calls for restraint from close allies.
Israel has vowed to respond to Iran's unprecedented attack without saying when or how, leaving the region bracing for further escalation after months of unrest linked to the ongoing war in Gaza.
Israel's allies have been urging Israel since the attack to hold back on any response that could spiral. These calls were repeated on Wednesday during visits by the British and German foreign ministers.
The diplomatic pressures came as Iran's president warned that even the "tiniest" invasion of its territory would bring a "massive and harsh" response. Violence meanwhile surged on Wednesday between Israel and the Iran-backed Lebanese militant Hezbollah group, which fired a volley of rockets and drones on northern Israel. The attack wounded at least 14 Israeli soldiers, six seriously, the army said. The military said it struck Hezbollah targets deep inside Lebanon in response.





    


Speaking to a meeting of his Cabinet, Netanyahu said he met Wednesday with both visiting foreign ministers and thanked them for their countries' support. But he said Israel would make the call on its own on how to respond despite "all sorts of suggestions and advice" coming from Israel's allies, some of whom -- including the United States, the United Kingdom and France -- helped Israel repel Iran's drone and missile assault.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I want to be clear: we will make our decisions ourselves. The state of Israel will do whatever is necessary to defend itself," Netanyahu said.
Despite the tough rhetoric, Israel appears unlikely to attack Iran directly without at least the support of its top ally, the U.S. But it could resort to more covert methods such as targeting senior Iranian commanders or Iran-backed groups in other countries, or launching a cyber attack. 

    


It's unclear how Iran would then respond, given the heightened tensions -- any miscalculation by either side risks setting off a regional war.
President Joe Biden's administration on Tuesday said it would place new sanctions on Iran and has worked to coordinate a global rebuke of the attack while urging all sides to de-escalate. U.S. officials said earlier this week that Biden told Netanyahu that Washington would not participate in any offensive action against Iran.
Over the weekend, Iran launched hundreds of missiles and drones at Israel in response to an apparent Israeli strike on Iran's Embassy compound in Syria on April 1 that killed 12 people, including two Iranian generals.
Israel says it and its partners successfully intercepted nearly all the missiles and drones. A 7-year-old girl was wounded in the attack, which did not cause any deaths or major damage.
Israel and Iran have waged a shadow war for decades, but the strike over the weekend was the first direct Iranian military attack on Israel.
With tensions surging, Israel's allies have reinforced a message of restraint. British Foreign Secretary David Cameron and German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock each appealed for calm while on separate visits to the region.

    


Cameron said "it's clear the Israelis are making a decision to act" against Iran, but he hoped they would do so "in a way that is smart as well as tough and also does as little as possible to escalate this conflict." He spoke after meeting with Israel's President Isaac Herzog, whose office is mainly ceremonial. 
Baerbock said Germany stands "in full solidarity with Israel" but called on it to exercise restraint.
"Everyone must now act prudently and responsibly. I'm not talking about giving in. I'm talking about prudent restraint, which is nothing less than strength," she told reporters. "Because Israel has already shown strength with its defensive victory at the weekend."
The ministers said they would push for further international sanctions on Iran.
Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi warned Israel against any retaliation as he addressed an annual army parade, which had been relocated to a barracks from its usual route and was not carried live on state TV -- possibly because of fears that it could be targeted. 

    


In remarks carried by Iran's official IRNA news agency, Raisi said the weekend attack was limited, and that if Iran had wanted to carry out a bigger attack, "nothing would remain from the Zionist regime."
Regional tensions have soared since the Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel launched by Hamas and Islamic Jihad, Palestinian militant groups supported by Iran. The attack killed some 1,200 Israelis, and the militants took around 250 hostages. Israel responded with one of the deadliest and most destructive military onslaughts in recent history, killing nearly 34,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza health officials, who do not distinguish between combatants and civilians in their count but say most of the dead are women and children.

    


Israel has withdrawn most of its forces from Gaza after major offensives that left its two biggest cities -- Gaza City and Khan Younis -- in ruins. But Israeli officials say the war is not over and that they plan to send ground forces into the southernmost Gaza city of Rafah, where more than half the territory's population of 2.3 million people have sought refuge from fighting elsewhere.
Hamas is still holding around 130 hostages, a quarter of whom are believed to be dead, and international efforts to broker a cease-fire and hostage release have made little progress.
Hezbollah, another close Iran ally, has traded fire with Israel along the border on a near-daily basis since the war began, in a low-intensity conflict that risks igniting all-out war. Iran-backed groups in Iraq and Syria have also launched attacks, and the Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen have targeted international shipping in the Red Sea, portraying it as a blockade of Israel.
___
Associated Press writers Nasser Karimi in Tehran, Iran; Jill Lawless in London and Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin contributed to this report.
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[image: FILE - The statue of Alma Mater on the campus of Columbia University in New York, Oct. 10, 2007. Four months after a contentious congressional hearing led to the resignations of two Ivy League presidents, Columbia University's president is set to appear before the same committee over questions of antisemitism and the school's response to escalating conflicts on campus. Nemat Shafik, Columbia's president, was originally asked to testify at the House Education and Workforce Committee's hearing in December, but she declined, citing scheduling conflicts. (AP Photo/Diane Bondareff, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON, D.C. (AP) -- Columbia University's president took a firm stance against antisemitism in a congressional hearing on Wednesday, but she faced bruising criticism from Republicans who say her actions haven't supported her words, especially when it comes to disciplining faculty and students accused of bias.
Nemat Shafik's visit to Capitol Hill was a reprise of a December hearing that led to the resignations of presidents at Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania. It's part of a Republican campaign to investigate antisemitism at America's most prestigious universities since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel.
After the other Ivy League presidents' equivocation led to weeks of backlash, Shafik focused her message on fighting antisemitism rather than protecting free speech.
"Antisemitism has no place on our campus, and I am personally committed to doing everything I can to confront it directly," Shafik said in her opening comments.

    


On key questions, she took a more decisive stance than her Ivy League colleagues, who gave lawyerly answers when asked if calls for the genocide of Jews would violate campus policies. Asked the same question, Shafik and three other Columbia leaders responded definitively: yes.
But Shafik hedged on whether certain phrases invoked by some supporters of the Palestinians rise to harassment.

    
        
    
Rep. Lisa McClain, a Republican from Michigan, asked her if phrases such as " from the river to the sea, Palestine will be free " or "long live intifada" are antisemitic.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I hear them as such, some people don't," Shafik said. 
McClain posed the same question to David Schizer, who leads an antisemitism task force at Columbia. He said those phrases are antisemitic.
It was a shaky moment for an Ivy League president who otherwise dodged the gotcha questions that turned the previous hearing into a frenzy for Republicans, who cast elite schools as hotbeds of hatred toward Jews.

    


Unlike in December, much of the questioning on Wednesday focused on Columbia's handling of faculty who are accused of antisemitism. Given the protections offered by university tenure, disciplining faculty is a thorny question for universities whose professors are weighing in on the Israel-Hamas war. 
Shafik was hammered on the issue by Rep. Elise Stefanik, a New York Republican and a driving force behind the hearings.
Stefanik asked about Mohamed Abdou, a visiting Arab studies professor who expressed support for Hamas on social media after Oct. 7. Shafik said she shared Stefanik's "repugnance" over Abdou's comments, adding that he had been terminated.
"He is grading his students' papers and will never teach at Columbia again," she said.
"Mr. Abdou is not grading papers right now," Stefanik later countered. She said she heard Abdou attended a pro-Palestinian demonstration at Columbia Wednesday morning, in apparent violation of the school's new rules limiting protests to certain hours and locations.
Shafik was also grilled over Columbia's handling of Joseph Massad, a professor of modern Arab politics, accused of calling the Oct. 7 attacks "awesome," "astonishing," "astounding" and "incredible."

    


Shafik said Massad had been reprimanded and removed as chair of an academic review committee. When Stefanik revealed that a Columbia website still listed Massad as the committee chair, she demanded Shafik's commitment to remove him from the post.
"I think that would be -- I think I would -- yes," Shafik said.
Massad is a tenured professor, which generally brings added protection against firing, including for expressing controversial opinions. When asked if Massad could lose his job, Shafik wouldn't give a clear answer.
"There are some very complex issues around tenure," she said.
In a comment to the Associated Press, Massad denied being reprimanded. He said members of Congress distorted his comments, and he disputed praising the killing of 1,200 Jews. Massad said he was not removed as chair of the academic review committee and that his term ends in the coming weeks.
Columbia professor Marcel Agueros, a leader at the college's chapter of the American Association of University presidents, expressed dismay at how much Shafik conceded to Republicans on faculty discipline.

    


"The university has processes, and those processes are intended to protect academic freedom," he said. "Faculty whose speech is not necessarily what I would say myself, they have a right to that speech."
Complaints of antisemitism and Islamophobia have been on the rise at the New York campus of 35,000 students, prompting the school to adopt new limits on demonstrations. Protests can be held only on weekdays at certain times and locations, with advance notice to school officials.
Some civil rights groups, students and faculty say the policy curbs free expression. But Shafik cited it as evidence that the school is serious about protecting students, saying 15 students have been suspended and six are on probation for breaches.

    


"I promise you, from the messages I'm hearing from students, they are getting the message that violations will have consequences," she said.
Her vision clashes with one presented by Republicans in Congress and some Jewish students who say antisemitism goes unchecked at Columbia, citing a Jewish student who was beaten on campus while putting up posters of Israeli hostages, and protesters who chanted phrases that some consider a call for the genocide of Jews.
"The problem is, action on campus doesn't match your rhetoric today," said Rep. Aaron Bean, a Florida Republican. "Your students, their message is quite different. Their message is one of fear."
Some Columbia students who support Palestinians were frustrated they were not allowed into the hearing.
"This is not an honest conversation that we are having today in this committee," said Rep. Ilhan Omar, a Democrat from Minnesota who is Muslim, after speaking with the students. 
The December hearing featured the Harvard and Penn presidents, as well as the leader of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. During heated questioning, Stefanik asked them whether "calling for the genocide of Jews" would violate each university's code of conduct. 
Liz Magill, then-president of Penn, and Claudine Gay, then-president of Harvard, both said it would depend on the situation. MIT president Sally Kornbluth said she had not heard of anyone calling for the genocide of Jews on campus, and that speech "targeted at individuals, not making public statements," would be considered harassment.
Almost immediately, the careful responses from the university presidents drew criticism from donors, alumni and politicians. Magill resigned soon after the hearing and Gay stepped down in January following accusations of plagiarism. 
___
Binkley reported from Los Angeles
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Boeing put under Senate scrutiny during back-to-back hearings on aircraft maker's safety culture

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Boeing is in the spotlight as members of Congress examine allegations of major safety failures at the embattled aircraft manufacturer. The Senate held back-to-back hearings on Wednesday to hear from aviation experts and people who have worked at Boeing.
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    [image: From Left, Boeing Quality Engineer Sam Salehpour; Ed Pierson, Executive Director of The Foundation for Aviation Safety and a Former Boeing Engineer; Joe Jacobsen, Aerospace Engineer and Technical Advisor to the Foundation for Aviation Safety and a former FAA Engineer; and Shawn Pruchnicki, Ph.D, Professional Practice Assistant Professor for Integrated Systems Engineering at The Ohio State University are sworn in before they testify at a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs - Subcommittee on Investigations hearing to examine Boeing's broken safety culture on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: Boeing Quality Engineer Sam Salehpour wipes his eyes during a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs - Subcommittee on Investigations hearing to examine Boeing's broken safety culture on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: Boeing Quality Engineer Sam Salehpour meets with Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., right, before the start of a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs - Subcommittee on Investigations hearing to examine Boeing's broken safety culture on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: FILE - Boeing employees walk the new Boeing 787-10 Dreamliner down towards the delivery ramp area at the company's facility after conducting its first test flight at Charleston International Airport, March 31, 2017, in North Charleston, S.C. Boeing will be in the spotlight during back-to-back hearings Wednesday, April 17, 2024, as Congress examines allegations of major safety failures at the embattled aircraft manufacturer. (AP Photo/Mic Smith, File)]
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[image: Chris Moore, center, holds a photo of his daughter Danielle Moore, who died in the March 2019 crash of Ethiopian Airlines flight 302, during a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs - Subcommittee on Investigations hearing to examine Boeing's broken safety culture on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: Daryl Guberman interrupts a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs - Subcommittee on Investigations hearing to examine Boeing's broken safety culture to announce he has information about Boeing to share with the committee on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: Shawn Pruchnicki, Ph.D, a Professional Practice Assistant Professor for Integrated Systems Engineering at The Ohio State University testifies during a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs - Subcommittee on Investigations hearing to examine Boeing's broken safety culture on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: Dr. Javier de Luis, left, testifies before the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation hearings to examine the FAA Organization Designation Authorization (ODA) Expert Panel Report with Dr. Tracy Dillinger, center and Dr. Najmedin Meshkation on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: Dr. Tracy Dillinger, right, testifies before the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation hearings to examine the FAA Organization Designation Authorization (ODA) Expert Panel Report with Dr. Javier de Luis, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., left, talks with Dr. Tracy Dillinger, Manager for Safety Culture and Human Factors, National Aeronautics and Space Administration before the start of a Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation hearing to examine the FAA Organization Designation Authorization (ODA) Expert Panel Report on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: FILE - An airplane flies over a sign on Boeing's 737 delivery center, Oct. 19, 2015, at Boeing Field in Seattle. Boeing will be in the spotlight during back-to-back hearings Wednesday, April 17, 2024, as Congress examines allegations of major safety failures at the embattled aircraft manufacturer. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)]
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                                        An engineer at Boeing said Wednesday that the aircraft company, in rushing to produce as many planes as possible, is taking manufacturing shortcuts that could lead to jetliners breaking apart.
"They are putting out defective airplanes," the engineer, Sam Salehpour, told members of a Senate subcommittee.
Salehpour was testifying about Boeing's 787 Dreamliner, hundreds of which are in use by airlines, mostly on international routes. He spoke while another Senate committee held a separate hearing on the safety culture at Boeing.
The dual hearings were a sign of the intense pressure on Boeing since a door-plug panel blew off a 737 Max jetliner during an Alaska Airlines flight in January. The company is under multiple investigations, and the FBI has told passengers from the flight that they might be victims of a crime. Regulators limited Boeing's rate of aircraft production, and even minor incidents involving its planes attract news coverage. 





    


Salehpour alleged that workers at a Boeing factory used excessive force to jam together sections of fuselage on the Dreamliner. The extra force could compromise the carbon-composite material used for the plane's frame, he said.
The engineer said he studied Boeing's own data and concluded "that the company is taking manufacturing shortcuts on the 787 program that could significantly reduce the airplane's safety and the life cycle."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Salehpour said that when he raised concern about the matter, his boss asked whether he was "in or out" - part of the team, or not. "'Are you going to just shut up?' ... that's how i interpreted it," he said.
Boeing said retaliation is strictly prohibited. A spokesperson said the company encourages employees to speak up, and that since January it has seen more than a 500% increase in employee reports on a company portal.
The hearing of the investigations subcommittee marked the first time Salehpour has described his concern about the 787 and another plane, the Boeing 777, in public. Senators said they were shocked and appalled by the information. Democrats and Republicans alike expressed their dismay with the iconic American aircraft manufacturer. 

    


The company says claims about the Dreamliner's structural integrity are false. Two Boeing engineering executives said this week that in both design testing and inspections of planes -- some of them 12 years old -- there were no findings of fatigue or cracking in the composite panels. They suggested that the material, formed from carbon fibers and resin, is nearly impervious to fatigue, which is a constant worry with conventional aluminum fuselages.
The Boeing officials also dismissed another of Salehpour's allegations: that he saw factory workers jumping on sections of fuselage on another one of Boeing's largest passenger planes, the 777, to make them align.
Separately on Wednesday, the Senate Commerce Committee heard testimony from members of an expert panel that found serious flaws in Boeing's safety culture.
One of the panel members, MIT aeronautics lecturer Javier de Luis, said employees hear Boeing leadership talk about safety, but workers feel pressure to push planes through the factory as fast as they can.

    


In talking to Boeing workers, de Luis said he heard "there was a very real fear of payback and retribution if you held your ground."
The dual hearings added to criticism that has been heaped on Boeing since the door plug blew off an Alaska Airlines Boeing 737 Max as it flew over Oregon. Major safety failures have pushed Boeing into a crisis that has already resulted in a management shakeup, including the CEO's decision to step down at the end of this year.
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, said the public is looking to Washington to assure that boarding a plane is not getting more dangerous.
"Flying commercial remains the safest way to travel, but understandably, recent incidents have left the flying public worried. The perception is things are getting worse," he said.
The Federal Aviation Administration, which regulates airlines and aircraft manufacturers, was also heavily criticized during Wednesday's hearings. 

    


The FAA was battered for the way it approved the 737 Max nearly a decade ago without fully understanding a key flight-control system. Two Max jets crashed in 2018 and 2019, killing 346 people. Critics continue to accuse the agency of being too cozy with Boeing.
"The FAA needs to be a regulator. They need to do their job. That's the missing piece right now," Joe Jacobsen, a former Boeing and FAA engineer, told the investigations subcommittee.
The FAA is now under a new administrator, Mike Whitaker, who has taken a tougher approach to Boeing. He limited Boeing's production of 737 Max jets and gave the company until May 28 to produce a detailed plan for how it will fix manufacturing problems and resolve safety concerns.
Boeing is facing separate investigations by the FAA, the Justice Department and the National Transportation Safety Board. The Justice Department could reopen a 2021 agreement in which Boeing avoided criminal prosecution on a charge of misleading regulators about the Max. In exchange, the company agreed to pay $2.5 billion -- mostly to airline customers.

    


All the attention is taking a chunk from Boeing stock, which has tumbled in price by nearly one-third since the Alaska Airlines panel blowout. Shares of the Arlington, Virginia, company have lost 32% -- more than $47 billion in market value. 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, the Connecticut Democrat who chairs the investigations subcommittee, and the panel's senior Republican, Sen. Ron Johnson of Wisconsin, have asked Boeing and the FAA for troves of documents going back six years. Blumenthal said his subcommittee plans to hold more hearings on Boeing and hopes to hear from CEO David Calhoun. 
In interviews and messages to employees, Calhoun has said many times that Boeing is taking steps to improve its manufacturing quality and safety culture. He called the Alaska Airlines accident a "watershed moment" from which a better Boeing will emerge. 
There is plenty of skepticism about comments like that.
"We need to look at what Boeing does, not just what it says it's doing," said Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill.
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Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in US more likely to believe in climate change: AP-NORC poll

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The sun shines through clouds over wildfire wreckage in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 10, 2023. A dangerous mix of conditions appear to have combined to make the wildfires blazing a path of destruction in Hawaii particularly damaging, including flash drought, high winds, low humidity and dry vegetation. According to a new poll, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in the United States are slightly more likely than the overall adult population to believe in human-caused climate change. The recent poll from AAPI Data and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds 84% of AAPI adults agree climate change exists. In comparison, 74% of all U.S. adults hold the same sentiment. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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                                        Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders in the United States are more likely than the overall adult population to believe in human-caused climate change, according to a new poll. It also suggests that partisanship may not have as much of an impact on this group's environmental views, compared to Americans overall.

A recent poll from AAPI Data and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds 84% of AAPI adults agree climate change exists. In comparison, 74% of U.S. adults hold the same sentiment. And three-quarters of AAPI adults who accept climate change is real attribute it entirely or mostly to human activity. Among the general U.S. adult population surveyed in an AP-NORC poll in September, only 61% say humans are causing it.

The poll is part of an ongoing project exploring the views of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders, whose views can usually not be highlighted in other surveys because of small sample sizes and lack of linguistic representation. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    



Scientists overwhelmingly agree that heat-trapping gases released from the combustion of fossil fuels are pushing up global temperatures, upending weather patterns and endangering animal species. Many scientific organizations have made public statements on the issue.

In terms of partisanship, the percentage of AAPI Democrats, 84%, who acknowledge climate change falls exactly in line with the share of Democrats overall in the September poll. The share of AAPI Republicans who believe there is a climate crisis is lower, but they somewhat outnumber Republicans in general, 68% versus 49%. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Adrian Wong, 26, of Whippany, New Jersey, is registered as unaffiliated but leans Republican. A biology major in college, the Chinese American says the science behind climate change is indisputable. 

"I've probably done more or looked more into it than the average person has," Wong said. "It's to me clear that it's changing due to human activity, not natural shifts."





    



There has been growing conflict within the Republican Party between those who insist climate change is a progressive-generated hoax and those -- mostly younger generations -- who say the issue cannot be ignored. GOP lawmakers, in general, refuse to consider measures like mandated lowering of carbon emissions. However, some consider that an untenable position long-term. American Conservation Coalition, the largest conservative environmental group in the nation, has said Republicans running for office cannot risk alienating people who care about climate change.

Wong is not surprised that AAPI conservatives like himself recognize that the climate is changing. He thinks they are more highly educated and more likely to be exposed to science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

"It wouldn't surprise me if they were more likely to have studied more and actually more likely to have studied in science and STEM-related fields rather than, say like, finance or something," Wong said. 

While climate change is an afterthought to her parents, Analisa Harangozo, 35, of Alameda, California, worries a great deal about it. She has noticed a rise in "crazy heatwaves and droughts and just like crazy weather in general" in the San Francisco Bay Area. She and her husband are teaching their sons -- ages 7 and 4 -- to take small steps to reduce their carbon footprint like composting, growing food and eating less meat. They're also trying to minimize their accumulation of household items. 

    



"I always second-guess myself, 'Do I really need this?'" Harangozo said. "Stuff will eventually end up in the landfill. So, we're really mindful with the products we buy, and whether or not they can be recycled or they're made from materials that are natural, like wood or what-not."

A registered independent with Democratic leanings, Harangozo is open to proposals from California Gov. Gavin Newsom and other state lawmakers to slash greenhouse gas emissions and invest in renewable energy.

"I'm not knowledgeable enough to know what an attainable goal is," she said. "But, whatever it takes to actually make a difference, I'm all for it. I fully support."

    



Karthick Ramakrishnan, a public policy professor at the University of California, Riverside, and founder of AAPI Data, said the richness and detail of the data shows environmental groups need to consider reaching out to AAPI populations. They make up a relatively small share of the U.S. population -- around 7%, according to a Pew Research Center analysis of 2021 census data -- but their numbers are growing quickly.

"Asian American and Pacific Islander voters are environmental voters," Ramakrishnan said. "Many of us still have an image in our minds of a particular kind of person maybe of a particular race, gender or age group. What we see here is across the board Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders care about the environment."

    



Asian American and Pacific Islanders may also have more of a stake in climate change because of connections to relatives abroad. China, considered one of the world's biggest emitters of greenhouse gases alongside the U.S., vowed last year to reduce emissions. More Chinese companies are considering selling wind and solar power equipment in other countries. Around this time last year, Japan was preparing for another sweltering summer and risks of floods and landslides. That country has also pledged to curb emissions.

Heavy rains swept across Pakistan last month, causing landslides and leaving over 36 people dead and dozens of others injured. In 2022, unprecedented rainfall and flooding in that country killed more than 1,700. In India, farmers are grappling with frequent cyclones and extreme heat. In southern India, the city of Bengaluru is seeing water levels running desperately low after an unusually hot February and March.

"There's a fairly high level concern of what climate change means to low-income countries," Ramakrishnan said. "That sensitivity is either because people still have friends or family back in their home country or at least have some concern about what climate change does to other countries."

___

The poll of 1,005 U.S. adults who are Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islanders was conducted from March 4-11, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based Amplify AAPI Panel, designed to be representative of the Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.9 percentage points. __ This story has been corrected to show Adrian Wong is 26, not 22. 
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Tesla asks shareholders to restore $56B Elon Musk pay package that was voided by Delaware judge

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk leaves the Tesla Gigafactory for electric cars after a visit in Gruenheide near Berlin, Germany, on March 13, 2024. Elon Musk will ask Tesla shareholders to reinstate the compensation package that was rejected by a judge in Delaware this year and to move the electric carmaker's corporate home from Delaware to Texas. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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[image: FILE - An 2023 Model X sits outside a Tesla dealership on June 18, 2023, in Englewood, Colo. After reporting dismal first-quarter sales, Tesla is planning to lay off about a tenth of its workforce as it tries to cut costs, multiple media outlets reported Monday. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - A Tesla logo has rain drops on it Feb. 27, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. After reporting dismal first-quarter sales, Tesla is planning to lay off about a tenth of its workforce as it tries to cut costs, multiple media outlets reported Monday. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Tesla is asking shareholders to restore a $56 billion pay package for CEO Elon Musk that was rejected by a Delaware judge this year, and to shift the company's corporate home to Texas.
The changes, to be voted on by stockholders at a June 13 annual meeting, could be a tougher sell than when it was first approved in 2018. The Austin, Texas, electric vehicle maker is struggling with falling global sales, slowing electric vehicle demand, an aging model lineup and a stock price that has tumbled 37% so far this year. 
In January, Chancellor Kathaleen St. Jude McCormick ruled that Musk is not entitled to the landmark stock compensation that was to be granted over 10 years. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ruling on a lawsuit from a shareholder, she voided the pay package, saying that Musk essentially controlled the board, making the process of enacting the compensation unfair to stakeholders. "Musk had extensive ties with the persons tasked with negotiating on Tesla's behalf," she wrote in her ruling.

    


But in a letter to shareholders released in a regulatory filing on Wednesday, Chairperson Robyn Denholm said that Musk has delivered on the growth it was looking for at the automaker, with Tesla meeting all of the stock value and operational targets in the 2018 package that was approved by shareholders. Shares are up 571% since the pay package began. 
"Because the Delaware Court second-guessed your decision, Elon has not been paid for any of his work for Tesla for the past six years that has helped to generate significant growth and stockholder value," Denholm wrote. "That strikes us -- and the many stockholders from whom we already have heard -- as fundamentally unfair, and inconsistent with the will of the stockholders who voted for it."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the filing, Tesla said it intends to appeal the decision. If shareholders approve the new package, disclosure and procedural deficiencies and breaches of the board's fiduciary duty detailed by McCormick should be fixed, the filing said.

    


But Tesla said shareholders may still challenge the ratification vote. Even if it does pass, Tesla said it may not fully resolve the matter and a Delaware court could find the ratification itself is not fair to shareholders.
If shareholders don't ratify the plan, Tesla said it may need to negotiate a replacement with Musk. That may take a lot of time and expense "in light of the criticism" detailed in the Delaware suit.




Tesla is going the route of ratification, instead of trying to negotiate a new package with Musk, which the company said would likely need to be of similar magnitude to the previous package in order to keep him. 
Because it's trying for ratification instead of a new plan, Tesla said it "did not substantively re-evaluate the amount or term" of the package and did not hire another compensation consultant to weigh in on it.
In the 2018 plan, Musk would not get salary or cash bonuses. Instead he was to receive only stock options, and only if the company met certain thresholds. It would need to grow its total market value by certain amounts, while also hitting targets for revenue and pretax earnings, and other items.

    


Many CEOs at big companies need to hit targets to get a lot of their possible compensation. That's to encourage decisions that benefit the company and shareholders at large. But Musk was unusual in having all of his pay dependent on such measures. 
When the company's board drew up the compensation plan, it said it thought the hurdles would be challenging to meet. Some outsiders agreed.
But the shareholder plaintiff in the Delaware suit alleged the company's proxy wrongly characterized all the milestones that triggered vesting in the stock options as "stretch" goals, even though internal projections indicated that three operational milestones were likely to be achieved within 18 months of the stockholder vote.
The board said it believed in 2018 that "many of Tesla's prior successes were driven significantly by Mr. Musk's leadership." And it wanted to motivate Musk to "devote his time and energy" to the company when he also had interests in other companies.

    


Erik Gordon, a lawyer and business professor at the University of Michigan, said that since Tesla would still be a Delaware corporation at the time of the vote on the package, shareholders could still challenge it in Delaware courts.
But because Tesla disclosed facts in the proxy about the board's ties to Musk, he would expect Tesla to win. "If the uninterested shareholders are properly informed and they vote in favor of it, the court actually has nothing to do," Gordon said. Delaware courts, he said, "want the corporations to disclose and let the shareholders decide."
Musk may not see much legal benefit from moving Tesla's corporate home to Texas, because the law governing executive pay is similar to Delaware's, Gordon said. "There's no Texas case that tells you if this had happened in Texas you'd have gotten a different result."

    


Tesla posted record deliveries of more than 1.8 million electric vehicles worldwide in 2023, but the value its shares has eroded quickly this year as EV sales soften. 
The company said it delivered 386,810 vehicles from January through March, nearly 9% fewer than it sold in the same period last year. Future growth is in doubt and it may be a challenge to get shareholders to back a fat pay package in an environment where competition has increased worldwide. 
The proxy statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission does not address Musk's demand to own 25% of Tesla shares for him to pursue artificial intelligence and robotics at the company. At present he owns 20.5% of the company.
In January Musk challenged the Tesla board in a post on X, the social media platform he now owns, to come up with a new compensation package. Unless he gets 25%, he wrote that he'd prefer to build products outside of Tesla, apparently with another company.
Wedbush analyst Dan Ives, who is normally bullish on Tesla, said in an interview that the filing doesn't address multiple issues including Musk's future compensation.
"It's the elephant in the room because Musk has threatened over X, and it's been a massive overhang" for Tesla stock, Ives said. 
Musk, he said, needs to commit to being Tesla CEO for three to five years and developing artificial intelligence with the company. When Tesla announces first-quarter earnings next week, Musk needs to spell out growth plans, including the status of the Model 2, a small EV that costs about $25,000, Ives said. Otherwise, dark days lie ahead, he said.
"There's a feeling like the plane is crashing into the ocean and the board is focused on their own salted peanuts," he said.
At the time of the Delaware court ruling, Musk's package was worth more than $55.8 billion, but the stock slide has cut that to $44.9 billion at the close of trading on Friday, Tesla's filing said.
Starting last year, Tesla has cut prices as much as $20,000 on some models. The price cuts caused used electric vehicle values to drop and clipped Tesla's profit margins. 
This week, Tesla said it was letting about 10% of its workers go, about 14,000 people. 
Shares of Tesla Inc. closed down about 1% in Wednesday. 
____
Choe and Chapman reported from New York.
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Things to know as courts and legislatures act on transgender kids' rights

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - People gather in front of the Idaho Statehouse in opposition to anti-transgender legislation moving through an Idaho Republican congress, Friday, Feb. 24, 2023, in Boise, Idaho. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision on Monday, April 15, 2024, allows the state to put in place a 2023 law that subjects physicians to up to 10 years in prison if they provide hormones, puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to people under age 18. A federal judge in Idaho had previously blocked the law in its entirety. (Darin Oswald/Idaho Statesman via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - People gather in front of the Idaho Statehouse in opposition to anti-transgender legislation moving through an Idaho Republican congress, Friday, Feb. 24, 2023, in Boise, Idaho. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision on Monday, April 15, 2024, allows the state to put in place a 2023 law that subjects physicians to up to 10 years in prison if they provide hormones, puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to people under age 18. A federal judge in Idaho had previously blocked the law in its entirety. (Darin Oswald/Idaho Statesman via AP, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By GEOFF MULVIHILL

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Three court rulings across the U.S. this week delved into laws restricting the rights of transgender kids, including the first time the U.S. Supreme Court has gotten involved in a ban on gender-affirming care.
Most Republican-controlled states have now banned gender-affirming health care such as puberty blockers and hormones for transgender minors, and blocked transgender girls from participating in girls sports competitions.
Most of the measures face legal challenges, and this week's rulings went both ways. The Supreme Court said Idaho can enforce its ban against gender-affirming health for minors while lawsuits proceed. An Ohio state judge put on hold a law against health care and sports participation that was about to kick in there. And a federal appeals court ruled that West Virginia cannot keep a transgender girl from participating on her school's track team.

    


Here are things to know about the court rulings and the latest legislative action.
OHIO JUDGE PUTS STATE LAW ON HOLD
On Tuesday, an Ohio judge blocked enforcement of a law that was to take effect on April 24, banning gender-affirming care for minors and keeping transgender girls off girls sports teams at schools.




Franklin County Judge Michael Holbrook said in his written opinion that it's likely the law, adopted in January with a legislative override of Republican Gov. Mike DeWine's veto, violates a requirement that the state's laws address just one issue. He noted that lawmakers added the ban on gender-affirming care to the sports-related legislation because they were unable to adopt it separately.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ban on enforcement is in effect for two weeks or until a judge holds a hearing for a request to halt enforcement while the case works its way through the courts.
THE SUPREME COURT HAS ITS FIRST SAY ON A BAN
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled on Monday that Idaho can enforce its ban on providing puberty blockers or hormones to minors. The law also bans gender-affirming surgery, which is extremely rare for those under 18 anyway.

    


At least two dozen states have put similar bans into law in the last few years, nearly all of them challenged in court. Twenty other states are currently enforcing them. 
The Idaho ruling was the first time the issue reached the Supreme Court.
But the justices did not dive into the constitutionality of the ban. Instead, they ruled 6-3 that enforcement can proceed, except against the two transgender teens who sued. And most of the justice's written opinions dealt with judicial procedure, exploring whether it's proper for courts to impose universal injunctions blocking laws while questions about them move through the courts.
OTHER CASES ON GENDER-AFFRMING CARE ARE IN PLAY
The first ban on gender-affirming care for minors was adopted by Arkansas in 2021. 
It was also the first to be blocked entirely -- not just temporarily -- by a federal court.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Last week, 10 judges on the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in St. Louis heard arguments on Arkansas' appeal of the ruling that blocked the law.
Circuit court appeals often take months to decide, and any ruling is likely to be appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, which has already been asked to block similar laws that are in effect in Kentucky and Tennessee.

    


COURT SAYS WEST VIRGINIA ATHLETE CANNOT BE BARRED
A three-judge panel from another federal appeals court, the Richmond, Virginia-based 4th U.S. Circuit, ruled 2-1 Tuesday that the West Virginia's ban against girls sports competition by transgender girls violates the rights of one teen athlete who challenged it.
The result: 13-year-old Becky Pepper Jackson, who has identified as a girl since she was in third grade, can stay on her middle school's girls cross country and track and field teams.
Attorney General Patrick Morrisey said in a statement that the ban remains in place for others, though an ACLU-West Virginia spokesperson said it's not clear that there are any other kids in the state are impacted by the law.
Other judges have temporarily blocked enforcement in Arizona, Idaho and Utah. But the New York City-based 2nd Circuit revived a challenge to Connecticut's policy of letting transgender girls compete in girls sports, sending it back to a lower court last year without ruling on its merits.

    


At least 24 states have laws or policies on the books barring transgender girls and women from certain sports competitions, and most are enforcing them.
And some local bans are being litigated: A federal judge ruled refused to block the New York state government from taking legal action against Nassau County's ban, which is also being challenged by a local roller derby league.
THE LEGISLATIVE BATTLES AREN'T OVER, EITHER
The pace of Republican efforts to pass state restrictions has slowed this year, but measures before legislatures continue to target transgender people.
On Monday, Tennessee lawmakers gave near-final passage to a bill that would require public school employees to notify parents if their student identifies in school as transgender. States including Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Indiana, North Carolina already have similar laws in place.

    


Last week, Alabama lawmakers advanced legislation to define who is considered a man or a woman based on reproductive systems rather than gender identity. Lawmakers in more than a dozen states also are seeking this year to codify a definition of the sexes.
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Stephen Curry tells the AP why 2024 is the right time to make his Olympic debut

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry warms up for the team's NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Sacramento Kings, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Sacramento, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots between New Orleans Pelicans guards Jose Alvarado, left, and Dyson Daniels during the first half of an NBA basketball game Friday, April 12, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots a 3-point basket over New Orleans Pelicans guard Dyson Daniels (11) during the second half of an NBA basketball game Friday, April 12, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots a 3-point basket over New Orleans Pelicans guard Dyson Daniels (11) during the second half of an NBA basketball game Friday, April 12, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry smiles, at the end of the team's NBA basketball game against the Portland Trail Blazers in Portland, Ore., Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, right, drives to the basket against Portland Trail Blazers forward Justin Minaya, center left, during the first half of an NBA basketball game in Portland, Ore., Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, right, shoots against Los Angeles Lakers guard Austin Reaves, left, and forward Rui Hachimura during the first half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots against Los Angeles Lakers guard Austin Reaves (15) as forward LeBron James (23) watches during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots against Los Angeles Lakers guard Austin Reaves (15) as forward LeBron James (23) watches during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, right, shoots againstLos Angeles Lakers forward Cam Reddish, left, and guard Austin Reaves during the first half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry warms up for the team's NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Lakers, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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        Stephen Curry tells the AP why 2024 is the right time to make his Olympic debut

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry warms up for the team's NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Sacramento Kings, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Sacramento, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry warms up for the team's NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Sacramento Kings, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Sacramento, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots between New Orleans Pelicans guards Jose Alvarado, left, and Dyson Daniels during the first half of an NBA basketball game Friday, April 12, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 10 | Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots between New Orleans Pelicans guards Jose Alvarado, left, and Dyson Daniels during the first half of an NBA basketball game Friday, April 12, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 10
Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots between New Orleans Pelicans guards Jose Alvarado, left, and Dyson Daniels during the first half of an NBA basketball game Friday, April 12, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots a 3-point basket over New Orleans Pelicans guard Dyson Daniels (11) during the second half of an NBA basketball game Friday, April 12, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry smiles, at the end of the team's NBA basketball game against the Portland Trail Blazers in Portland, Ore., Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, right, drives to the basket against Portland Trail Blazers forward Justin Minaya, center left, during the first half of an NBA basketball game in Portland, Ore., Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Dykes)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, right, shoots against Los Angeles Lakers guard Austin Reaves, left, and forward Rui Hachimura during the first half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) shoots against Los Angeles Lakers guard Austin Reaves (15) as forward LeBron James (23) watches during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, right, shoots againstLos Angeles Lakers forward Cam Reddish, left, and guard Austin Reaves during the first half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry warms up for the team's NBA basketball game against the Los Angeles Lakers, Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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                                        Golden State guard Stephen Curry knew he was running out of chances to play in what would be his first Olympics, so he and his wife Ayesha started planning many months ago about how to make the Paris Games work for their family.
Their growing family, that is.
Ayesha Curry revealed in March that she is pregnant with the couple's fourth child and the baby is due in June. That's not entirely by accident; the couple thought ahead with hopes of keeping the Olympic months of July and August clear -- just in case.
"We thought about it ahead of time, which was nice," Curry said. "If the timing didn't work at a certain month in the fall, we actually would have made a different decision knowing the Olympics were on the radar. So, thankfully, the Lord looked out for us and if everything goes to plan, I'll be available this summer."
That is, indeed, the plan. Curry was one of the 12 names formally announced by USA Basketball on Wednesday as the initial roster for this year's Paris Olympics. It's entirely possible that the roster gets tweaked between now and the first practice in early July -- injuries or long playoff runs could spark changes -- but Curry has been planning to make his Olympic debut this summer for some time.

    


"I wanted to play in the last two that I was eligible for," Curry said, referring to the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games and the Tokyo Games that were delayed to 2021 because of the pandemic. "Watching guys that I've been competing against the last 10 years all have that experience win gold medals, watching three of my teammates (Kevin Durant, Klay Thompson and Draymond Green) win gold medals, I knew I wanted to do that."




It would be logical to think that part of the recruitment pitch to Curry this time around was the fact that the Olympic team is coached by Steve Kerr, his coach with the Warriors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That wasn't really the case. Curry had talks with Durant and LeBron James about teaming up -- those talks sparked in part by the U.S. taking a less star-studded team to the World Cup at Manila last summer and finishing fourth -- but Kerr wasn't pushing his best player to play this year.

    


"He wanted to do it," Kerr said. "He's excited. I think 2016 would have been the year that made the most sense. In 2020, there was the pandemic. But I've never had the discussion with him. Going to the Finals wears you down and we had gone in 2015 and 2016. Then 2021 comes around, there was the pandemic, but now, it makes perfect sense. It's another box to check in his career."
There aren't too many of those boxes unchecked. And this might really be the last one of any significance left.
He's the NBA's all-time 3-point recordholder, a four-time NBA champion, 10-time All-Star, nine-time (and probably soon to be 10-time) All-NBA selection, a two-time scoring champion, a two-time MVP, a Finals MVP, an All-Star MVP and a member of the league's 75th anniversary team. He even helped put together one of the more memorable moments in All-Star history this year, when he faced off with WNBA star Sabrina Ionescu -- someone he simultaneously mentors and admires -- in a 3-point contest.

    


The legacy has long been secure. But a little extra gold wouldn't hurt.
"That's the goal," Curry said.
Curry and the Warriors won 46 games this season but didn't make the NBA playoffs, falling to Sacramento on Tuesday in an elimination game of the Western Conference play-in tournament, 118-94. So, the next time he's slated to play for real is now July, when the Americans convene for training camp in Las Vegas. The U.S. opens Olympic play against Serbia on July 28.
Curry has played with "USA" across his chest plenty of times before, going back 17 years. He was on the under-19 team that won gold at the 2007 Global Games and won silver in that year's U19 world championships -- "that burned," Curry said, "because you hate losing at anything."
He hasn't lost a game with the national team since -- 18 games, 18 wins. The Americans went 9-0 on their way to gold at the 2010 world championship (now called the World Cup), then went 9-0 on the way to another gold at the World Cup in 2014.

    


"I definitely wanted this experience," Curry said of playing in an Olympics. "I think the timing is just right. I'm later in my career. This is probably the last opportunity I have to play. And that made it a much easier decision to say, 'This makes sense.' And then I was talking to some other guys who were interested in playing, so you knew this could be a great team."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-2024-paris-stephen-curry-fd721beb807617fe859ae45692a66e89
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Russian missiles slam into a Ukraine city and kill 17 people as the war approaches a critical stage

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building and killing at least 11 people, authorities said. At least 22 people were wounded in the morning attack, Ukraine's Interior Ministry said.
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            At least 11 killed in Chernihiv strike, and Ukrainian officials fear toll may rise

        
        
            Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building and killing at least 11 people, authorities said. At least 22 people were wounded in the morning attack, Ukraine's Interior Ministry said.
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Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building and killing at least 11 people, authorities said. At least 22 people were wounded in the morning attack, Ukraine's Interior Ministry said.
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            Russian missiles slam into downtown Chernihiv, killing at least 13

        
        
            Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building and killing at least 13 people, authorities said. At least 61 people, including two children, were wounded in the morning attack, Ukrainian emergency services said.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Russian missiles slam into downtown Chernihiv, killing at least 13
Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building and killing at least 13 people, authorities said. At least 61 people, including two children, were wounded in the morning attack, Ukrainian emergency services said.



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:19

            
        

    
    
        
            At leat 13 dead after Russian missiles hit Ukraine's Chernihiv

        
        
            Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building. At least 13 people were killed.
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Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building. At least 13 people were killed.
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    [image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, blood is seen next to a car damaged by Russian missile strike in Chernihiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP Photo)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, rescuers work at the site of a Russian missile strike in Chernihiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP Photo)]
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[image: Soldiers carry the coffins of two Ukrainian army sergeants Tomkevych Mykhailo and Kril Olexander during their funeral at the Saints Peter and Paul church in Lviv, Ukraine, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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Soldiers carry the coffins of two Ukrainian army sergeants Tomkevych Mykhailo and Kril Olexander during their funeral at the Saints Peter and Paul church in Lviv, Ukraine, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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[image: A volunteer helps Olga, 79, walk down the stairs from her apartment which was heavily damaged by a Russian airstrike, during her evacuation in Lukiantsi, Kharkiv region, Ukraine, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Photographs of Ukrainian soldiers killed during Russian Ukrainian war are displayed at the Saints Peter and Paul church in Lviv, Ukraine, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, a damaged building is seen at the site of a Russian missile strike in Chernihiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP Photo)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, foreground, visits an exhibition of the new scientific and technical developments in the logistics system of the Russian Armed Forces at the Patriot Convention and Exhibition Center outside Moscow, Russia. Shoigu checked the implementation of instructions on the development of robotic systems, advanced weapons systems, as well as support for military personnel. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building and killing at least 17 people, authorities said.
At least 61 people, including three children, were wounded in the morning attack, Ukrainian emergency services said, as rescue workers searched through partially demolished buildings and tall mounds of rubble. Chernihiv lies about 150 kilometers (90 miles) north of the capital, Kyiv, near the border with Russia and Belarus, and has a population of around 250,000 people.
The latest Russian bombardment came as the war has stretched into its third year and approaches what could be a critical juncture. A lack of further military support from Ukraine's Western partners increasingly leaves it at the mercy of the Kremlin's bigger forces.

    


Through the winter months, Russia made no dramatic advance along the 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) front line, focusing instead on attritional warfare. However, Ukraine's shortage of artillery ammunition, troops and armored vehicles has allowed the Russians to gradually push forward, military analysts say.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Russian missiles slam into a Ukraine city and kill 13 people as the war approaches a critical stage.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on a lethal Russian attack on a mid-sized Ukraine city.

    





A crucial factor is the holdup in Washington of approval for an aid package that includes roughly $60 billion for Ukraine. House Speaker Mike Johnson said Sunday that he would try to move the package forward this week.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ukraine's need is acute, according to the Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based think tank.
"The Russians are breaking out of positional warfare and beginning to restore maneuver to the battlefield because of the delays in the provision of U.S. military assistance to Ukraine," the ISW said in an assessment late Tuesday, adding that "only the U.S. can provide rapidly and at scale."
Ukraine got some good news Wednesday from Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala, who said his country has secured 500,000 artillery shells for Ukraine from countries outside the European Union. The first shells are due for delivery in June.

    


The 27-nation EU promised a year ago to send Ukraine 1 million artillery shells, but the bloc was unable to produce that many.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has pleaded with Western countries to provide more air defense equipment, including more surface-to-air Patriot guided missile systems. He said the Chernihiv strike "would not have happened if Ukraine had received enough air defense equipment and if the world's determination to counter Russian terror was also sufficient."
Zelenskyy told PBS in an interview broadcast earlier this week that Ukraine recently ran out of air defense missiles while it was defending against a major missile and drone attack that destroyed one of Ukraine's largest power plants, part of a recent Russian campaign targeting energy infrastructure.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba repeated Zelenskyy's appeal as he prepared to attend a Group of Seven foreign ministers' meeting in Italy.
"We need at least seven more Patriot batteries to protect our cities and economic centers from destruction," Kuleba told German daily Sueddeutsche Zeitung in an interview published Wednesday. "Why is it so difficult to find seven Patriot batteries?"

    


Ukrainian forces are digging in, building fortifications in anticipation of a major Russian offensive that Kyiv officials say could come as early as next month.
Ukraine is using long-range drone and missile strikes behind Russian lines which are designed to disrupt Moscow's war machine.
Russia's defense ministry said a Ukrainian drone was shot down over the Tatarstan region early Wednesday. That's the same area that was targeted in early April by Ukraine's deepest strike so far inside Russia, about 1,200 kilometers (745 miles) east of Ukraine.
Ukrainian drone developers have been extending the weapons' range.
Another Ukrainian drone was shot down over the Mordovia region, roughly 350 kilometers (220 miles) east of Moscow, the ministry said. That is 700 kilometers (430 miles) from the Ukrainian border.

    


About an hour before the Mordovia attack, Russia's civil aviation authority halted flights at airports in two of the country's largest cities, Nizhny Novgorod and Tatarstan's Kazan, because of safety concerns.
Also, unconfirmed reports said a Ukrainian missile struck an airfield in occupied Crimea. Neither Russian nor Ukrainian officials confirmed the strike, but local authorities temporarily closed a road where the airfield is located. Russian news agency Tass quoted the local mayor as saying windows in a mosque and a private house in the region were shattered in a blast there.
___
Associated Press writers Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin and Karel Janicek in Prague contributed.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-chernihiv-missile-strike-drones-2eaf2f93ad447bce3ea2d8f9631c554b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Myanmar's ousted leader Suu Kyi moved from prison to house arrest due to heat, military says

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Myanmar's then leader Aung San Suu Kyi delivers a speech during a meeting on implementation of Myanmar Education Development in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, Jan. 28, 2020. Myanmar's military says Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as health measure due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)]
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[image: Released prisoners are welcomed by family members and colleagues after they were released Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. Myanmar's jailed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as a health measure due to a heat wave, the military government said. On Wednesday it also granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: Released prisoners are welcomed by family members and colleagues after they were released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: FILE - Myanmar's President Win Myint shakes hands with Philippine diplomat Rosario Manalo, unseen, a member of the Independent Commission of Enquiry for Rakhine State at the Presidential Palace in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, on Jan. 20, 2020. Myanmar's military's spokesperson, Maj. Gen. General Zaw Min Tun, has told foreign media representatives late Tuesday, April 16, 2024, that 78-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi and the president of her former government, 72-year-old Win Myint, were among the elderly and infirm prisoners moved from out of prison because of the severe heat. The move has not yet been publicly announced in Myanmar. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | FILE - Myanmar's President Win Myint shakes hands with Philippine diplomat Rosario Manalo, unseen, a member of the Independent Commission of Enquiry for Rakhine State at the Presidential Palace in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, on Jan. 20, 2020. Myanmar's military's spokesperson, Maj. Gen. General Zaw Min Tun, has told foreign media representatives late Tuesday, April 16, 2024, that 78-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi and the president of her former government, 72-year-old Win Myint, were among the elderly and infirm prisoners moved from out of prison because of the severe heat. The move has not yet been publicly announced in Myanmar. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A released prisoner is welcomed by family members and colleagues after she was released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: A released prisoner is welcomed by family members and colleagues after she was released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: Family members and colleagues wait for prisoners to be released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. The signs show their family name. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: Released prisoners sit in a bus and are welcomed by family members and colleagues after they were released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: A bus carrying released prisoners is welcomed by family members and colleagues after leaving Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. Myanmar's jailed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as a health measure due to a heat wave, the military government said. On Wednesday it also granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: FILE - Myanmar's lthen eader Aung San Suu Kyi waits to address judges of the International Court of Justice on the second day of three days of hearings in The Hague, Netherlands, Dec. 11, 2019. Myanmar's military says Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as health measure due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Myanmar's President Win Myint shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping, unseen, during their meeting at the Presidential Palace in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, on Jan. 17, 2020. Myanmar's military's spokesperson, Maj. Gen. General Zaw Min Tun, has told foreign media representatives late Tuesday, April 16, 2024, that 78-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi and the president of her former government, 72-year-old Win Myint, were among the elderly and infirm prisoners moved from out of prison because of the severe heat. The move has not yet been publicly announced in Myanmar. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Myanmar's then leader Aung San Suu Kyi delivers a speech during a meeting on implementation of Myanmar Education Development in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, Jan. 28, 2020. Myanmar's military says Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as health measure due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)]
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FILE - Myanmar's then leader Aung San Suu Kyi delivers a speech during a meeting on implementation of Myanmar Education Development in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, Jan. 28, 2020. Myanmar's military says Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as health measure due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Released prisoners are welcomed by family members and colleagues after they were released Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. Myanmar's jailed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as a health measure due to a heat wave, the military government said. On Wednesday it also granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: Released prisoners are welcomed by family members and colleagues after they were released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: FILE - Myanmar's President Win Myint shakes hands with Philippine diplomat Rosario Manalo, unseen, a member of the Independent Commission of Enquiry for Rakhine State at the Presidential Palace in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, on Jan. 20, 2020. Myanmar's military's spokesperson, Maj. Gen. General Zaw Min Tun, has told foreign media representatives late Tuesday, April 16, 2024, that 78-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi and the president of her former government, 72-year-old Win Myint, were among the elderly and infirm prisoners moved from out of prison because of the severe heat. The move has not yet been publicly announced in Myanmar. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)]
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[image: A released prisoner is welcomed by family members and colleagues after she was released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: A released prisoner is welcomed by family members and colleagues after she was released Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. Myanmar's jailed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as a health measure due to a heat wave, the military government said. On Wednesday it also granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: Family members and colleagues wait for prisoners to be released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. The signs show their family name. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: Released prisoners sit in a bus and are welcomed by family members and colleagues after they were released from Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. On Wednesday Myanmar's military government granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: A bus carrying released prisoners is welcomed by family members and colleagues after leaving Insein Prison Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Yangon, Myanmar. Myanmar's jailed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as a health measure due to a heat wave, the military government said. On Wednesday it also granted amnesty for over 3,000 prisoners to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. (AP Photo/Thein Zaw)]
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[image: FILE - Myanmar's lthen eader Aung San Suu Kyi waits to address judges of the International Court of Justice on the second day of three days of hearings in The Hague, Netherlands, Dec. 11, 2019. Myanmar's military says Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as health measure due to a heat wave. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Myanmar's President Win Myint shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping, unseen, during their meeting at the Presidential Palace in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, on Jan. 17, 2020. Myanmar's military's spokesperson, Maj. Gen. General Zaw Min Tun, has told foreign media representatives late Tuesday, April 16, 2024, that 78-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi and the president of her former government, 72-year-old Win Myint, were among the elderly and infirm prisoners moved from out of prison because of the severe heat. The move has not yet been publicly announced in Myanmar. (AP Photo/Aung Shine Oo, File)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Myanmar's jailed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as a health measure due to a heat wave, the military government said as it freed more than 3,000 prisoners under an amnesty to mark this week's traditional New Year holiday. 
Those released included several political prisoners, including a member of the Kachin minority who is one of the country's most prominent Christian church leaders.




Suu Kyi, 78, and Win Myint, the 72-year-old former president of her ousted government, were among the elderly and infirm prisoners moved to house arrest because of the severe heat, military spokesperson Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told foreign media representatives late Tuesday. The move had not yet been publicly announced in Myanmar as of Wednesday afternoon.
Suu Kyi's transfer comes as the army has suffered a string of major defeats at the hands of pro-democracy resistance fighters and their allies in ethnic minority guerrilla forces. The nationwide conflict began after the army ousted the elected government in February 2021, imprisoned Suu Kyi and began suppressing nonviolent protests that sought a return to democratic rule.

    


Suu Kyi has been serving a 27-year prison term on a variety of criminal convictions in a specially built annex of the main prison in the capital Naypyitaw, where Myanmar's meteorological department said temperatures reached 39 degrees Celsius (102.2 degrees Fahrenheit) on Tuesday afternoon. Win Myint was serving an eight-year prison sentence in Taungoo in the Bago region. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Suu Kyi's supporters and independent analysts say the charges were fabricated in an attempt to discredit her and legitimize the military's seizure of power. 
According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, an independent group that monitors casualties and arrests, more than 20,351 people arrested on political charges since the 2021 army takeover are still in detention, most of whom have not received criminal convictions.

    


Suu Kyi's health has reportedly deteriorated in prison. In September last year, reports emerged that she was suffering from symptoms of low blood pressure including dizziness and loss of appetite, but had been denied treatment at qualified facilities outside the prison system.
Those reports could not be independently confirmed, but her younger son Kim Aris said in interviews that he had heard that his mother has been extremely ill and has been suffering from gum problems and was unable to eat. 
News about Suu Kyi is tightly controlled by the military government, and even her lawyers are banned by a gag order from talking to the media about her cases. Her legal team also has been unable to meet with her face to face since December 2022.
Whether the latest move is meant to be temporary was not announced. 
Spokesperson Zaw Min Tun did not say where the released prisoners were being moved to in his remarks to U.S.-government funded Voice of America and Britain's BBC, but there was no indication it might be one of her own former homes. 

    


Before being sent to prison, Suu Kyi was reportedly held in a military safe house inside an army base.
Other prisoners were released for the Thingyan New Year holiday, state-run MRTV television announced Wednesday, but it wasn't immediately clear how many were political detainees. Aung Myo Kyaw of the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners said the group had heard of 7-10 people released in Yangon and nine from a prison in the central regions of Magway.
Local media in the northern state of Kachin reported that Hkalam Samson, former head of the Kachin Baptist Convention and chairman of the Kachin National Consultative Assembly, was among those freed. A resident of the state's capital, Myitkyina, who said he visited the prison to welcome Samson's release, posted a brief video of the laughing and smiling minister being greeted outside the prison. The visitor asked to remain anonymous to safeguard his personal security.
Samson was a prominent advocate of human rights in Myanmar and in 2019 was part of a delegation that met U.S. President Trump at the White House to discuss the military's abuse of ethnic minorities. He was detained in December 2022 while preparing to fly to Thailand for a health checkup, and in April last year was handed a six-year prison term after being convicted of violating laws on unlawful association, incitement and counter-terrorism.

    


 Christians make up about 6% of Myanmar's overwhelmingly Buddhist population.
MRTV said that the head of the ruling military council, Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, had pardoned 3,303 prisoners, including 28 foreigners who will be deported from Myanmar. He also reduced sentences for others. Mass amnesties on the holiday are not unusual in Myanmar.
Family and friends gathered outside the gates of Insein Prison, in northern Yangon, waiting expectantly and scanning the windows of buses that brought the released detainees out of the vast complex. Some held up signs with the names of the people they were seeking, in the same fashion as at an airport arrival hall.

    


Amid tearful reunions, Khin Thu Zar said she was happy, but that she would have to call her family.
"My family still doesn't know about my release," she said. She, like many political detainees, had been held on a charge of incitement, a catch-all offense widely used to arrest critics of the government and punishable by up to three years in prison.
Suu Kyi, the daughter of Myanmar's martyred independence hero Gen. Aung San, spent almost 15 years as a political prisoner under house arrest by previous military governments between 1989 and 2010. Her tough stand against military rule turned her into a symbol of the nonviolent struggle for democracy and won her the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize.
Nay Phone Latt, spokesperson of the shadow National Unity Government, told The Associated Press that all political prisoners, including Suu Kyi and Win Myint, were unjustly detained and should be freed without conditions. The NUG views serves as an umbrella opposition organization. 
He said it was unacceptable for the military government to resolve its difficulties by playing political games, such as changing prisoners' places of detention and reducing sentences. The army's recent battlefield setbacks, including last week's loss to resistance forces of Myawaddy, a major trading town on the border with Thailand, is seen by many as underlining its increasing weakness.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/myanmar-military-suu-kyi-house-arrest-a76feadba52f619a921cf4b43e7dcf54
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UK lawmakers back landmark bill to gradually phase out smoking for good

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A woman smokes on a street, in London, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A bold plan to ban anyone born after 2008 from ever legally buying cigarettes in Britain faces its first test in Parliament. The bold plan has divided the governing Conservatives, with some hailing its public health benefits and others condemning it as state overreach. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: A man smokes on a street, in London, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A bold plan to ban anyone born after 2008 from ever legally buying cigarettes in Britain faces its first test in Parliament. The bold plan has divided the governing Conservatives, with some hailing its public health benefits and others condemning it as state overreach. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: FILE - Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak meets students taking part in a personal development lesson as he visits Haughton Academy to outline plans for the banning of single use vapes, in Darlington, England, on Jan. 29, 2024. British lawmakers will on Tuesday April 16, 2024 debate and vote on the government's plans to introduce a landmark smoking ban that aims to stop young people from ever smoking. (Ian Forsyth/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: A man smokes on a street, in London, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A bold plan to ban anyone born after 2008 from ever legally buying cigarettes in Britain faces its first test in Parliament. The bold plan has divided the governing Conservatives, with some hailing its public health benefits and others condemning it as state overreach. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The British government's plan for a landmark smoking ban that aims to stop young people from ever smoking cleared its first hurdle in Parliament on Tuesday despite vocal opposition from within Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's Conservative Party. 
The bill, a key policy announced by Sunak last year, would make it illegal to sell tobacco products to anyone born after January 1, 2009. If passed, the bill will give Britain some of the toughest anti-smoking measures in the world. Authorities say it will create modern Britain's "first smoke-free generation."
Under the Tobacco and Vapes Bill, children turning 15 this year or younger will never be legally sold tobacco. Once implemented -- officials are aiming for 2027 -- the legal age of sale that people in England can buy cigarettes will be raised by one year, every year until it is eventually illegal for the whole population. 

    


The bill also includes measures to crack down on youth vaping, such as banning the sale of cheap disposable vapes and restricting their flavors to prevent children from becoming addicted to nicotine. 
It is currently illegal for anyone to sell cigarettes or tobacco products and vapes to people under 18 years old throughout the U.K.




During the bill's second reading late Tuesday, 383 lawmakers voted in favor while 67 opposed it after an afternoon of debate. Although the bill was widely praised by health experts and had the support of the opposition Labour Party, Sunak faced rebellion from more libertarian-minded members of his party, who criticized the proposals as "unconservative."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opponents, such as the smokers' rights lobbying group FOREST, said the move risks creating a black market and will "treat future generations of adults like kids." Prominent voices within the Conservative Party, including two of Sunak's predecessors Boris Johnson and Liz Truss, said the plans went against conservative values by limiting people's personal freedoms. 

    


The bill was a "virtue-signaling piece of legislation about protecting adults from themselves in the future," Truss told Parliament during Tuesday's debate. 
Other high-profile Tories, including business secretary Kemi Badenoch, a Cabinet minister, also opposed the bill or abstained. 
Conservative lawmakers were granted a free vote, meaning they could vote with their personal conscience rather than follow the official party line.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: UK lawmakers back landmark bill to gradually phase out smoking for good.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on the dawning of a smoke free generation.

    

The plans were believed to have been inspired by similar policies proposed by New Zealand under former Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, but the country's new coalition government repealed the bill earlier this year.
The government said that smoking won't be criminalized, and the phased changes mean that anyone who can legally buy cigarettes now won't be prevented from doing so in the future.
The number of people who smoke in the U.K. has declined by two-thirds since the 1970s, but some 6.4 million people in the country -- or about 13% of the population -- still smoke, according to official figures. 
Authorities say smoking causes some 80,000 deaths a year in the U.K, and remains the number one preventable cause of death, disability and poor health.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/britain-smoking-ban-0780fd4fc9afcdc002a0544252ef907a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



First 7 jurors are chosen for Trump's hush money criminal trial, with 11 more still needed

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Donald Trump has returned to a New York courtroom as jury selection in his historic hush money trial enters a second day.
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            First 7 jurors are chosen for Trump's hush money criminal trial, AP Explains

        
        
            The first seven jurors for Donald Trump's hush money trial have been chosen after lawyers grilled members of the jury pool about their social media posts, political views and personal lives. Eleven more people still need to be picked before opening statements begin as early as next week.
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            Key figures in the historic criminal trial of ex-President Trump

        
        
            Donald Trump returned Tuesday to a New York courtroom as the jury selection process in his historic hush money trial continued. The former president and presumptive GOP nominee began the day by railing against the trial and complaining about a gag order that bars him from from publicly commenting on jurors, potential witness and others related to his criminal cases.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Key figures in the historic criminal trial of ex-President Trump
Donald Trump returned Tuesday to a New York courtroom as the jury selection process in his historic hush money trial continued. The former president and presumptive GOP nominee began the day by railing against the trial and complaining about a gag order that bars him from from publicly commenting on jurors, potential witness and others related to his criminal cases.
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            First 7 jurors seated at the end of the second day of Trump's hush money trial

        
        
            Following a protracted questionnaire phase and hours of questioning on Tuesday, seven jurors were seated by the time the court adjourned on the second day of Donald Trump's hush money trial. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump awaits the start of proceedings on the second day of jury selection at Manhattan criminal court, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. Trump returned to the courtroom Tuesday as a judge works to find a panel of jurors who will decide whether the former president is guilty of criminal charges alleging he falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 campaign. (Michael M. Santiago/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump speaks before entering the courtroom at Manhattan criminal court, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. Donald Trump returned to the courtroom Tuesday as a judge works to find a panel of jurors who will decide whether the former president is guilty of criminal charges alleging he falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 campaign. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump arrives at Manhattan criminal court, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. Donald Trump returned to the courtroom Tuesday as a judge works to find a panel of jurors who will decide whether the former president is guilty of criminal charges alleging he falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 campaign. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump, leaves Trump Tower for Manhattan Criminal Court Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. Trump is set to return to court as a judge works to find a panel of jurors who'll decide whether the former president is guilty of criminal charges alleging he falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 campaign. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)]
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[image: Manhattan district attorney Alvin Bragg, left, arrives at Manhattan criminal court, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. Donald Trump returns to a New York courtroom Tuesday as a judge works to find a panel of jurors who will decide whether the former president is guilty of criminal charges alleging he falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 campaign. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: Members of the media gather outside Manhattan Criminal Court, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. Former President Donald Trump will return to court as a judge works to find a panel of jurors who will decide whether the former president is guilty of criminal charges alleging he falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 campaign. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The first seven jurors for Donald Trump's hush money trial were seated Tuesday after lawyers grilled the jury pool about their social media posts, political views and personal lives to decide who can sit in fair judgment of the former president.
The panelists who were selected are an information technology worker, an English teacher, an oncology nurse, a sales professional, a software engineer and two lawyers.

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Follow our live updates.
	Trump will be first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	A jury of his peers: A look at how jury selection will work in Donald Trump's first criminal trial.
	Donald Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    


Eleven more people still must be sworn in before opening statements begin as early as next week in the first criminal trial of a former commander in chief. It's a moment of reckoning for Trump, who has tried to put off his prosecutions until after the November election and casts himself as the victim of a politically motivated justice system.
The trial puts Trump's legal problems at the center of his closely contested race against President Joe Biden. It's the first of Trump's four criminal cases to reach trial, and it may be the only one to return a verdict before voters decide whether to elect the presumptive GOP presidential nominee. 

    


The methodical process unfolding in the Manhattan courtroom highlights the challenge of finding people who can fairly judge the polarizing defendant in the city where he built his real estate empire before being elected president in 2016. Even so, jury selection moved quicker than expected Tuesday afternoon. It was set to resume Thursday.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports the first 7 jurors are chosen for Donald Trump's hush money criminal trial.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On his way out of the courthouse, Trump stopped in the hallway to rail against the case to reporters, accusing Judge Juan Merchan of "rushing" the trial. He has denied any wrongdoing. 
"We are going to continue our fight against this judge," said Trump, who pushed unsuccessfully to have Merchan removed from the case. 
During an appearance later Tuesday at a bodega in Harlem, Trump was asked what he thought of the jurors he had seen. He said it was "a little bit early to see," adding, "We'll see what happens." 





    


Over two days, dozens of potential jurors have been excused after saying they could not be impartial or because they had other commitments. Trump's lawyers challenged a handful of people over social media posts, and one person was dismissed over a 2017 post about Trump that said "Lock him up!"
Several would-be jurors told the judge they believed they could decide the case fairly, no matter their feelings about Trump or his policies as president.
Trump looked on in the courtroom as potential jurors -- whose names are known only to prosecutors, Trump and their legal teams -- shared details of their lives and impressions of him. The judge admonished Trump at one point after he spoke loudly and gestured while the judge questioned one woman about a social media post.
"I don't know what he was uttering, but it was audible and he was gesturing. And he was speaking in the direction of the juror," Merchan said. "I won't tolerate that. I will not tolerate any jurors being intimidated in this courtroom."
Prosecutor Joshua Steinglass took Trump's notoriety head-on, telling the jury pool that attorneys were not looking for people who had been "living under a rock for the past eight years." They just needed to keep an open mind.

    


"This case has nothing to do with your personal politics ... it's not a referendum on the Trump presidency or a popularity contest or who you're going to vote for in November. We don't care. This case is about whether this man broke the law," he said.
Trump has pleaded not guilty to 34 felony counts of falsifying business records as part of an alleged effort to keep salacious -- and, he says, bogus -- stories about his sex life from emerging during his 2016 campaign.
With the trial expected to last for six weeks or more, several jury pool members brought up plans they have for Memorial Day and beyond. 
One man was excused after saying he feared his ability to be impartial could be compromised by "unconscious bias" from growing up in Texas and working in finance with people who "intellectually tend to slant Republican."
"I'm not sure that I can say beyond a reasonable doubt that I can be fair," another person told the judge. "I can try. But I'm not 100% sure I can be fair." She was also dismissed.

    


One person chosen to sit on the jury said he found Trump "fascinating," adding that he "walks into a room and he sets people off one way or another." 
Another woman said she disagrees with Trump's policies and sometimes finds herself frustrated by him. But she pledged to be fair and impartial, telling defense lawyer Todd Blanche that she would give her "level-headed best" if she were picked for the jury.
"I didn't sleep last night thinking about could I do that," she said.
Trump broke into a grin, nodding his head in an exaggerated manner, when one person said he had read two of the former president's books, "The Art of the Deal" and "How to Get Rich." The man, who said some of his wife's family members are lobbyists for the Republican Party, said he didn't think there was anything that would prevent him from looking at the case fairly.

    


"I feel that no one's above the law," he said.
The charges center on $130,000 in payments that Trump's company made to his then-lawyer, Michael Cohen. He paid that sum on Trump's behalf to keep porn actor Stormy Daniels from going public with her claims of a sexual encounter with Trump a decade earlier. Trump has denied the encounter ever happened.
Prosecutors say the payments to Cohen were falsely logged as legal fees. The prosecution has described the money as being part of a scheme to bury damaging stories Trump feared could help his opponent in the 2016 race, particularly as Trump's reputation was suffering at the time from comments he made about women.
Trump has acknowledged reimbursing Cohen for the payment and that it was designed to stop Daniels from going public about the alleged encounter. But Trump has said it had nothing to do with the campaign. He hinted Tuesday at the defense his legal team will mount, telling reporters: "I was paying a lawyer and marked it down as a legal expense." 
"That's exactly what it was. And you get indicted over that?" Trump said. 
If convicted of falsifying business records, Trump faces up to four years in prison, though there's no guarantee he will get time behind bars.
___
Richer reported from Washington. Associated Press reporters Ruth Brown, Philip Marcelo and Jill Colvin in New York contributed. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-hush-money-criminal-trial-new-york-dd1a8dcc063b7ad0fbe14af6e8724c2f
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Paris prepares for 100-day countdown to the Olympics. It wants to rekindle love for the Games

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The countdown clock to the opening ceremony of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games ticked over to 100 days to go on Tuesday. It comes the same day the Olympic Torch was lit at the birthplace of the sporting competition in Ancient Olympia, Greece.
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    [image: Stands are under construction on the Champ-de-Mars with the Eiffel Tower, Monday, April 15, 2024 in Paris. The Champ-de-Mars will host the Beach Volleyball and Blind Football at the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Le Defense business district is seen in background. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Paris city, with the Eiffel Tower at center, are pictured Monday, April 15, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Copies of one of the most famous Greek statues, the Venus of Milo, are installed on the steps of the French National Assembly in Paris, France, Monday, April 15, 2024, to celebrate the Olympic spirit. The Venus, by artist Laurent Perbos, has regained her arms and is now equipped with the attributes of six sporting disciplines. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)]
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[image: The Eiffel Tower and the Champs-de-Mars at its feet, the Invalides monument and its dome, right, are seen Monday, April 15, 2024 in Paris. The Champ-de-Mars will host the Beach Volleyball and Blind Football and the Invalides will host the Cycling road, Archery and Athetics events at the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Stands are under construction on the Champ-de-Mars, foreground, with the Eiffel Tower in background, Monday, April 15, 2024 in Paris. The Champ-de-Mars will host the Beach Volleyball and Blind Football at the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)]
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[image: Competitors play water polo at the public swimming pool in the Paris-region town of Sevran, Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024. The town of 51,000 people in the Seine-Saint-Denis region north of Paris is inheriting one of the pools that will be used for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris this summer. The 50-meter pool Olympic pool for Sevran will be a significant upgrade. Its existing 25-meter pool is nearly 50 years old. (AP Photo/John Leicester)]
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[image: Children listen to a swim coach at the public swimming pool in the Paris-region town of Sevran, Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024. The town of 51,000 people in the Seine-Saint-Denis region north of Paris is inheriting one of the pools that will be used for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris this summer. The 50-meter pool Olympic pool for Sevran will be a significant upgrade. Its existing 25-meter pool is nearly 50 years old. (AP Photo/John Leicester)]
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[image: Swimmers race at the public swimming pool in the Paris-region town of Sevran Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024. The town of 51,000 people in the Seine-Saint-Denis region north of Paris is inheriting one of the pools that will be used for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris this summer. The 50-meter pool Olympic pool for Sevran will be a significant upgrade. Its existing 25-meter pool is nearly 50 years old. (AP Photo/John Leicester)]
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[image: Swimmers train at the public swimming pool in the Paris-region town of Sevran, Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024. The town of 51,000 people in the Seine-Saint-Denis region north of Paris is inheriting one of the pools that will be used for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris this summer. The 50-meter pool Olympic pool for Sevran will be a significant upgrade. Its existing 25-meter pool is nearly 50 years old. (AP Photo/John Leicester)]
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[image: Stephane Blanchet, mayor of the Paris-region town of Sevran,second from left, and other officials pour jugs of water at a Jan. 24, 2024, ceremony to celebrate the start of building works to accommodate a new swimming pool in Sevran. The town of 51,000 people in the Seine-Saint-Denis region north of Paris is inheriting one of the pools that will be used for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris this summer. (AP Photo/John Leicester)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- In Paris' outskirts, a bright-eyed young girl is eager for the Olympic and Paralympic Games to end.
That's because the swimming club where 10-year-old Lyla Kebbi trains will inherit an Olympic pool. It will be dismantled after the Games and trucked from the Olympic race venue in Paris' high-rise business district to Sevran, a Paris-area town with less glitter and wealth. There, the pieces will be bolted back together and -- voila ! -- Kebbi and her swim team will have a new Olympic-sized pool to splash around in.
"It's incredible !" she says. "I hope it's going to bring us luck," adds her mother, Nora.
In 100 days as of Wednesday, the Paris Olympics will kick off with a wildly ambitious waterborne opening ceremony. But the first Games in a century in France's capital won't be judged for spectacle alone. Another yardstick will be their impact on disadvantaged Paris suburbs, away from the city-center landmarks that are hosting much of the action.

    


By promising socially positive and also less polluting and less wasteful Olympics, the city synonymous with romance is also setting itself the high bar of making future Games generally more desirable. 
Critics question their value for a world grappling with climate warming and other emergencies. Potential host cities became so Games-averse that Paris and Los Angeles were the only remaining candidates in 2017 when the International Olympic Committee selected them for 2024 and 2028, respectively. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After scandals and the $13 billion cost of the pandemic-delayed Tokyo Games in 2021, unfulfilled promises of beneficial change for host Rio de Janeiro in 2016 and the 2014 Winter Games in Sochi tarnished by Russian doping and President Vladimir Putin's subsequent land grabs in Ukraine, the Switzerland-based IOC has mountains of skepticism to dispel. 
Virtuous Summer Games in Paris could help the long-term survival of the IOC's mega-event.

    


SPREADING BENEFITS BEYOND CENTRAL PARIS
The idea that the July 26-Aug. 11 Games and Aug. 28-Sept. 8 Paralympics should benefit disadvantaged communities in the Seine-Saint-Denis region northeast of Paris was built from the outset into the city's plans.
Seine-Saint-Denis is mainland France's poorest region. Thanks to generations of immigration, it also is vibrantly diverse, counting 130 nationalities and more than 170 languages spoken by its 1.6 million inhabitants. For Seine-Saint-Denis kids facing racial discrimination and other barriers, sports are sometimes a route out. World Cup winner Kylian Mbappe honed his silky soccer skills as a boy in the Seine-Saint-Denis town of Bondy.
Once heavily industrialized, Seine-Saint-Denis became grim and scary in parts after many jobs were lost. Rioting rocked its streets in 2005 and again last year. Members of an Islamic extremist cell that killed 130 people in the French capital in 2015 hid after the carnage in an apartment in the town of Saint-Denis and were killed in a shootout with heavily armed SWAT teams. That drama unfolded just a 15-minute walk from the Olympic stadium that will host track and field and rugby and the closing ceremonies. 

    


Concretely, the Games will leave a legacy of new and refurbished sports infrastructure in Seine-Saint-Denis, although critics say the investment still isn't enough to catch it up with better equipped, more prosperous regions.
Mamitiana Rabarijaona grew up close to the Olympic stadium, built originally for the 1998 soccer World Cup. He says it didn't provide much of a boost for Seine-Saint-Denis residents. He believes the Olympics will be "a big party" and he will be among 45,000 volunteers who'll be helping. But he is not expecting Olympic-related investments to magically erase Seine-Saint-Denis' many difficulties. 
"It's like lifting the carpet and brushing the dust underneath," he said. "It doesn't make it go away." 
Seine-Saint-Denis got the new Olympic village that will become housing and offices when the 10,500 Olympians and 4,400 Paralympians have left. It also is home to the Games' only purpose-built competition venue, an aquatics center for diving, water polo and artistic swimming events. Other competition venues already existed, were previously planned or will be temporary.

    


"We really were driven by the ambition of sobriety and above all not to build sports facilities that aren't needed and which will have no reason to exist after the Games," Marie Barsacq, the organizing committee's legacy director, said in an interview.
The hand-me-down 50-meter pool for Sevran will be a significant upgrade. The Seine-Saint-Denis town of 51,000 people was whacked by factory closures in the 1990s. Its existing 25-meter pool is nearly 50 years old. 
Other Seine-Saint-Denis towns are also getting new or renovated pools -- particularly welcome for the region's children, because only half of them can swim.
"The ambition for these Olympic Games ... is that they benefit everyone and for the longest time possible," said Sevran Mayor Stephane Blanchet. The Olympics, Blanchet said, can't "carry on just passing though and then moving on without thinking about tomorrow." 

    


PARIS' COSTS COMPARE FAVORABLY
At close to 9 billion euros ($9.7 billion), more than half from sponsors, ticket sales and other non-public funding, Paris' expenses so far are less than for the last three Summer Games in Tokyo, Rio and London in 2012. 
Including policing and transport costs, the portion of the bill for French taxpayers is likely to be around 3 billion euros ($3.25 billon), France's body for auditing public funds said in its most recent study in July.
Security remains a challenge for the city repeatedly hit by deadly extremist violence. The government downsized ambitions to have 600,000 people lining the River Seine for the opening ceremony. Citing the risk of attacks, it shelved a promise that anyone could apply for hundreds of thousands of free tickets. Instead, the 326,000 spectators will either be paying ticket-holders or have been invited.
Privacy advocates are critical of video surveillance technology being deployed to spot security threats. Campaigners for the homeless are concerned that they will be swept off streets. Many Parisians plan to leave, to avoid the disruptions or to rent their homes to the expected 15 million visitors. With trade unions pushing for Olympic bonuses, strikes are also possible. 
And all this against an inflammable backdrop of geopolitical crises including but not limited to the Israel-Hamas war and Russia's invasion of Ukraine. As a consequence, the IOC isn't allowing athletes from Russia and ally Belarus to parade with other Olympians at the opening ceremony.
Still, Olympics fans expect big things of Paris. They include Ayaovi Atindehou, a 32-year-old trainee doctor from Togo studying in France. The Olympic volunteer believes the Games can bridge divisions, even if just temporarily.
"The whole world without racial differences, ethnic differences, religious differences. We will be all together, shouting, celebrating," he said. "We need the Olympic Games."
___
AP Olympics coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Homes are demolished in Ivory Coast's main city over alleged health concerns. Thousands are homeless

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People whose houses were demolished on public health grounds collect water in the Gesco neighborhood of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Rapid urbanisation has led to a population boom and housing shortages in Abidjan, where nearly one in five Ivorians reside, many of them in low-income, crowded communes like the ones in the Gesco and Sebroko districts being demolished on public health grounds. (AP Photo/Diomande Ble Blonde)]
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[image: People search through a demolished house in the Gesco neighborhood of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Rapid urbanisation has led to a population boom and housing shortages in Abidjan, where nearly one in five Ivorians reside, many of them in low-income, crowded communes like the ones in the Gesco and Sebroko districts being demolished on public health grounds. (AP Photo/Diomande Ble Blonde)]
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[image: A school girl walks past houses that were demolished on public health grounds in the Gesco neighborhood of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Rapid urbanisation has led to a population boom and housing shortages in Abidjan, where nearly one in five Ivorians reside, many of them in low-income, crowded communes like the ones in the Gesco and Sebroko districts being demolished on public health grounds. (AP Photo/Diomande Ble Blonde)]
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[image: People search through a demolished house in the Gesco neighborhood of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Rapid urbanisation has led to a population boom and housing shortages in Abidjan, where nearly one in five Ivorians reside, many of them in low-income, crowded communes like the ones in the Gesco and Sebroko districts being demolished on public health grounds. (AP Photo/Diomande Ble Blonde)]
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                                        ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) -- Dame Toure rushed to quickly gather what she could as bulldozers rolled into her neighborhood in Ivory Coast's fast-growing economic hub of Abidjan. Her three children joined her, stuffing plastic bags with clothes and whatever other items they could grab, before their home was reduced to rubble as armed security forces looked on.
The Toure home was among hundreds crushed in a February wave of demolitions targeting Abidjan's underdeveloped areas.
The government says it's because of public health concerns as the poor areas -- built along a lagoon in this port city of 6.3 million on West Africa's southern coast -- suffer deadly floods during the rainy season. More than 300 people have been killed since 2005 and officials say the deluges become breeding grounds for water-borne and other diseases.
"My children and I now sleep under the sun," said Toure, 50. "We don't know where to go."

    


Demolitions in low-income neighborhoods are nothing new in Abidjan, where rapid urbanization has led to a population boom and housing shortages, with nearly one in five Ivorians residing in the city. It's a challenge in many parts of Africa where economic woes pushed more people into cities in search of better opportunities, straining an already overstretched infrastructure.




However, the latest Abidjan demolition -- mainly in impoverished suburbs in the Gesco and Sebroko districts -- is one of the largest in years, with an estimated hundreds of thousands of residents affected since it began in late January. Evicted families and rights groups say that this time, it's being done without prior notice or compensation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Analysts say many African governments struggle to manage population explosions in cities and meet growing infrastructure needs. Chimezie Anajama, a policy researcher and founder of Blooming Social Pen development nonprofit, says few administrations have managed to solve the developmental problem.

    


"There must be a strong commitment by different African governments to come up with creative solutions to address the infrastructure gaps in African cities," Anajama said.
Local authorities have defended the demolitions, and say relocations of families left homeless to safer areas has started.
Some 35% of Ivorians are poor. Water shortages are a daily curse, with many forced to fetch water from streams for their daily needs. The country has also had to contend with other challenges, such as jihadi attacks that have spread to coastal states in West Africa, including Ivory Coast.
"The aim is to provide a decent ... living environment for these people," the Ivory Coast's communications minister, Amadou Coulibaly, has said of the demolition campaigns. He claimed in February that some of those evicted in neighborhoods like Boribana are being resettled in at least 1,000 houses built by the government. 
Many families, however, remain homeless, stranded in several parts of the city.
The demolitions are being carried out in "a brutal manner ... causing disastrous consequences for many families already vulnerable," the Ivorian League for Human Rights said in a statement. It urged authorities to halt the campaign.

    


Among those affected by the demolitions were nearly 2,000 schoolchildren of Cha Helene College in the Yopougon neighborhood, which was reduced to rubble in February. 
The school was not informed it would be demolished -- neither by the Ivory Coast's ministry of construction nor the national education ministry, said Severin Okpo Abe, the school's founder. The children were eventually enrolled in other nearby schools.
Most of the evicted residents who are not sleeping out in the open have either relocated to other parts of Ivory Coast or are squatting with residents elsewhere. 
"We have been made homeless in our own country," said Aimee Ouedraogo, a spokesperson for women affected by the forced evictions. 
The evictions broke up families and the homeless were scattered across the city, she added. "We no longer have a home, we no longer have our family, we no longer have our children next to us."

    


Amid the outrage and protest from the evicted, Ivory Coast President Alassane Ouattara has asked Abidjan's local authorities to "show solidarity ... to preserve cohesion and social peace." 
However, city's officials say the demolitions are part of a broader project to reconstruct and provide basic amenities in the areas. Plots of land would be leased to those evicted for up to 25 years, for about $16 a month, they say. 
On April 8, the government announced it's started to compensate affected households and that each would get about $405 to support the relocation. In a country where the minimum wage is about $121 a month, some believe it's not enough to afford the growing cost of housing.
"All displaced people will receive the necessary support for their relocation," said Belmonde Dogo, the minister in charge of efforts to alleviate poverty. 

    


The Yopougon municipality, mostly of working-class residents, also announced plans to help those affected. 
But many like Toure say they were overwhelmed by helplessness watching bulldozers rampage through their neighborhoods.
"I don't have anyone in Abidjan and I don't have money to buy a house," said the mother of three, not knowing how she would go on. "I can't do it."
___
Associated Press writer Chinedu Asadu in Abuja, Nigeria, contributed to this report.
___ The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson (1) goes to the basket ahead of Los Angeles Lakers forward Anthony Davis in the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New Orleans. The Lakers won 110-106. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, right, gets treatment on his right knee from the training staff during the first half of the team's NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Philadelphia 76ers, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Chicago Bulls guard Coby White, left, celebrates with forward DeMar DeRozan after scoring against the Atlanta Hawks during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game in Chicago, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The Bulls won 131-116. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: Sacramento Kings forward Domantas Sabonis (10) celebrates with Harrison Barnes (40) during the second half of the team's NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Golden State Warriors, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Sacramento, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, right, gets treatment on his right knee from the training staff during the first half of the team's NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Philadelphia 76ers, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- When injuries affect the Miami Heat, coach Erik Spoelstra almost always delivers the same three-word outlook.
"We have enough," he says.
That theory is about to be tested -- and will be a theme in the NBA's win-or-go-home finales of the play-in tournament on Friday night.
All four teams -- Miami and Chicago in the Eastern Conference, New Orleans and Sacramento in the Western Conference -- have serious injury concerns going into their matchups to decide the No. 8 seeds on the playoff bracket. Miami and New Orleans have home-court edges Friday; the winners will face No. 1 Boston and No. 1 Oklahoma City in Round 1, starting Sunday.
The Heat are bracing to be without Jimmy Butler, Terry Rozier and possibly Duncan Robinson for their game against the Bulls, who had guard Alex Caruso go down to a sprained ankle in Wednesday's win over Atlanta.

    


The Pelicans will be without Zion Williamson because of a hamstring injury in their game against the Kings, a team that's been without would-be starters Kevin Huerter and Malik Monk in recent weeks because of injuries.
"We will do this the hard way," Spoelstra said. "That has to be the path right now. We're going to rest up, treat up, rally around each other up and get ready for Friday and again, embrace these competitive games. It'll be competitive in front of our home fans and we're going to bring a hell of a game on Friday night lights and do this the hard way. That's just the way the deal is right now."




The Bulls-Heat game is a rematch of the East play-in finale last year, a game where Chicago led by three with 3:47 left and got outscored 15-1 the rest of the way.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I remember that plane ride back home vividly," Bulls guard DeMar DeRozan said. "Everybody was just frustrated. That feeling sucked. I know for me, that's one thing that's on my mind once I realized we were going back to Miami -- to not have that same feeling."

    


Sacramento got into the West play-in finale by ousting Golden State on Tuesday. New Orleans missed a chance to be the West's No. 7 seed by falling to the Los Angeles Lakers on Tuesday.
MATCHUPS
EASTERN CONFERENCE
NO. 9 CHICAGO (39-43, 1-0) AT NO. 8 MIAMI (46-36, 0-1)
Friday, 7 p.m., ESPN
Season series: Split, 2-2
Play-in appearances: 2nd for Miami (2023), 2nd for Chicago (2023).
At stake: Winner plays No. 1 seed Boston in Round 1, series starting Sunday. Loser is eliminated.
Outlook: Here they go again. Just like last year, it's Chicago at Miami with the No. 8 seed in the East on the line in an elimination game. The Heat have huge injury issues with Jimmy Butler, Terry Rozier and Duncan Robinson ailing, and the Bulls had to finish Wednesday's game without Alex Caruso. No Bulls team has gone to the playoffs with a losing regular-season record since the 1986-87 team did it at 40-42.
WESTERN CONFERENCE
NO. 9 SACRAMENTO (46-36, 1-0) AT NO. 7 NEW ORLEANS (49-33, 0-1)
Friday, 9:30 p.m., TNT
Season series: Pelicans, 5-0 (includes one In-Season Tournament win)
Play-in appearances: 1st for Sacramento; 3rd for New Orleans (2022, 2023).
At stake: Winner plays No. 1 seed Oklahoma City in Round 1, series starting Sunday. Loser is eliminated.

    


Outlook: One way or another, New Orleans will make history on Friday. Either the Pelicans will become the first team to go 6-0 in a season (without a playoff series) against an opponent since Denver against Minnesota in 1994-95, or will become the second team in NBA history to go 49-33 or better and not make the playoffs (joining the 1971-72 Phoenix Suns, who went 49-33). The Pelicans will be without the injured Zion Williamson (hamstring) and the Kings will still be without Kevin Huerter (shoulder) and Malik Monk (knee). New Orleans has had leads of 15 points in all five games (15, 17, 23, 41 and 50) and the Kings led only one of the five matchups by more than nine points at any time.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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Palestinian soccer renews call for sanctions against Israel at FIFA congress amid Hamas conflict

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Israel supporters cheer during the Euro 2024 qualifying play-off soccer match between Israel and Iceland, at Szusza Ferenc Stadium in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Israel players pose for photographers prior to the start of the Euro 2024 qualifying play-off soccer match between Israel and Iceland, at Szusza Ferenc Stadium in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Calls for action against Israel in international soccer because of the conflict with Hamas will be stepped up by Palestinian officials at the annual FIFA congress next month.
The Palestine Football Association proposal to 211 member federations in Thailand calls for "appropriate sanctions, with immediate effect, against Israeli teams," according to FIFA documents released late Wednesday, one month before the May 17 meeting.
The motion notes "international law violations committed by the Israeli occupation in Palestine, particularly in Gaza" and cites FIFA statutory commitments on human rights and against discrimination.
"All the football infrastructure in Gaza has been either destroyed, or seriously damaged, including the historic stadium of Al-Yarmuk," the Palestine FA wrote, claiming support for the congress motion from the federations of Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Syria and Yemen.

    


The latest call to punish Israel soccer will not be supported by FIFA and is unlikely to make progress because Israel can expect global backing including from the 55-member European soccer body UEFA it joined 30 years ago. A cooperation deal also was signed last week between Israeli officials and the South American soccer body CONMEBOL. 




Palestinian soccer cites the example of Russian teams being banned from international competitions by FIFA and UEFA during the military invasion of Ukraine that started in February 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia's exclusion was supported by FIFA because several UEFA members refused to play games against Russian opponents. They included all three men's national teams - Poland, Sweden, Czech Republic - who were in a qualifying playoffs bracket in March 2022 for the men's World Cup that year. Russia did not play and Poland advanced to the tournament in Qatar.
Russian officials continue to take part in international soccer meetings, including the executive committee of UEFA, and should have a delegation with FIFA in Bangkok next month. 

    


Israeli national and club teams have continued to play in UEFA competitions since the Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas, though home games were played in neutral Hungary and Cyprus for security reasons.
At the Paris Olympics opening in July, Israel will play in the men's soccer tournament and took part in the tournament draw last month. Israel was drawn in a group to play Mali, which is a Muslim-majority nation, Paraguay and an Asian team yet to be decided.
The Palestine FA said in its proposal to FIFA: "There is a good chance that some football associations will refuse to play against Israel."
Last year, Indonesia was stripped by FIFA of hosting the men's Under-20 World Cup because it refused to host games for Israel which qualified several months earlier. The tournament moved to Argentina and Israel reached the semifinals. Within weeks, FIFA compensated Indonesia with hosting rights for the men's Under-17 World Cup played late last year.
The soccer dispute between the Palestinians and Israelis was put on the FIFA agenda repeatedly from 2013-17, including at congresses, without making significant progress.

    


Palestinian soccer leader Jibril Rajoub urged FIFA at the congress in 2015 and 2017 to sanction Israel for incorporating into its national leagues teams that played games on disputed territory in the West Bank.
The latest proposal again cites Israel's "violation of the FIFA Statutes manifest in its continued inclusion of football teams located on the territory of another association (Palestine) in its national league."
FIFA under president Gianni Infantino and his predecessor Sepp Blatter has not held Israeli soccer responsible for actions by the national government, including security policy that has limited travel for Palestinian players.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Joel Embiid scores 23 points, has the big assist as 76ers beat Heat in play-in to earn No. 7 seed

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, talks with Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler following an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Tyler Herro, right, shoots over Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, right, shoots as he is fouled by Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, shoots over Miami Heat's Kevin Love during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Jaime Jaquez Jr., center, goes up for the dunk during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Philadelphia 76ers, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Philadelphia 76ers' Kyle Lowry, center, looks to pass the ball while losing his balance during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Miami Heat, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Bam Adebayo, right, dunks the ball with Philadelphia 76ers' Tobias Harris, left, defending during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | Miami Heat's Bam Adebayo, right, dunks the ball with Philadelphia 76ers' Tobias Harris, left, defending during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Miami Heat's Delon Wright, center right, reaches for the ball against Philadelphia 76ers' Cameron Payne, left, during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, left, drives to the basket against Philadelphia 76ers' Nicolas Batum during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 10 | Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, left, drives to the basket against Philadelphia 76ers' Nicolas Batum during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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[image: Miami Heat's Bam Adebayo, right, dunks over Philadelphia 76ers' Paul Reed during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 10 | Miami Heat's Bam Adebayo, right, dunks over Philadelphia 76ers' Paul Reed during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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        Joel Embiid scores 23 points, has the big assist as 76ers beat Heat in play-in to earn No. 7 seed

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, talks with Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler following an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, talks with Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler following an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, talks with Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler following an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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[image: Miami Heat's Tyler Herro, right, shoots over Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 10 | Miami Heat's Tyler Herro, right, shoots over Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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Miami Heat's Tyler Herro, right, shoots over Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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[image: Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, right, shoots as he is fouled by Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, shoots over Miami Heat's Kevin Love during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 10 | Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, shoots over Miami Heat's Kevin Love during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, shoots over Miami Heat's Kevin Love during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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[image: Miami Heat's Jaime Jaquez Jr., center, goes up for the dunk during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Philadelphia 76ers, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Philadelphia 76ers' Kyle Lowry, center, looks to pass the ball while losing his balance during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Miami Heat, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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Philadelphia 76ers' Kyle Lowry, center, looks to pass the ball while losing his balance during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Miami Heat, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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[image: Miami Heat's Bam Adebayo, right, dunks the ball with Philadelphia 76ers' Tobias Harris, left, defending during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Delon Wright, center right, reaches for the ball against Philadelphia 76ers' Cameron Payne, left, during the second half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. The 76ers won 105-104.(AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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[image: Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, left, drives to the basket against Philadelphia 76ers' Nicolas Batum during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler, left, drives to the basket against Philadelphia 76ers' Nicolas Batum during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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[image: Miami Heat's Bam Adebayo, right, dunks over Philadelphia 76ers' Paul Reed during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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Miami Heat's Bam Adebayo, right, dunks over Philadelphia 76ers' Paul Reed during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- The 76ers needed all the improbable tricks they could summon to even have a chance at winning their first play-in game in team history. 
Nicolas Batum hit game-shifting 3-pointers. Buddy Hield was in the mix. Even the promise of free chicken nuggets was enough to revive an offense and smother the boos from Philly fans that rained inside the arena.
But in crunch time, the game came down to Joel Embiid. Always Joel Embiid.
With the NBA MVP on the court, the 76ers proved they have a shot at a long postseason run as long as he's in the lineup. 
Embiid had 23 points, 15 rebounds and one huge assist to Kelly Oubre Jr. on a go-ahead three-point play that led the 76ers to a 105-104 win over the Miami Heat in the Eastern Conference play-in tournament on Wednesday night.
"Lots of booing," Embiid said, smiling. "We stuck together. It just shows you that I don't play my best, I don't get to my spots the whole game until the fourth quarter, and we still find a way to win."

    


The 76ers earned the No. 7 seed and advanced to play the second-seeded New York Knicks in the opening round of the Eastern Conference playoffs. Game 1 is Saturday at Madison Square Garden.




The Heat -- who went from the play-in tourney to the NBA Finals a year ago -- host Chicago on Friday night, with the winner getting the No. 8 seed.
Embiid exploded out of a quiet game late in the fourth and carried the Sixers back from 14 down in the second half. Embiid, who missed 43 games this season and finished out on a surgically repaired left knee, was a non-factor as Batum and Hield sparked the 76ers in the second half. Batum had 20 points.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We won the game because of them," Embiid said. "Those guys stepped up and we won the game."
But when the Sixers needed big buckets, who else was there but their big man?
Embiid buried a go-ahead 3-pointer from the top of the arc with 2;33 left in the game for a 93-91 lead that sent a crowd -- that had about booed the Sixers out of the building at the half -- into a frenzy. After the Sixers blew that lead, Embiid again was clutch with a three-point play for a 96-94 lead.

    


With the game tied 96-all, Miami's Tyler Herro was whistled for a backcourt violation. Embiid slipped the ball to Oubre under the basket for the bucket, the free throw and a 99-96 lead they would not give up.
The 76ers played this one like it was Game 7 -- and with good reason. They like their chances against the upstart Knicks rather than playing for the No. 8 seed and a date with the NBA's best, the Boston Celtics.
That's what Miami faces if it can get out of Friday's game and make the playoffs under this format for the second straight season.
Herro -- who hit a 3 in the final second before the 76ers lost the ball out of bounds as time expired -- finished with 25 points. Jimmy Butler, perhaps slowed by a first-half knee injury, had 19.
"We will do this the hard way," coach Erik Spoelstra said. "That has to be the path right now. We're going to rest up, treat up, rally around each other up, get ready for Friday. Again, embrace these competitive games. It will be competitive in front of our home fans."

    


Butler had four steals in the first half, and gutted out two free throws after he slipped and appeared to tweak his right knee, perhaps a reason he scored only two points in the fourth. Butler said he would need an MRI on Thursday.
"It felt like I couldn't do too much, which sucks with the timing of the game and everything," Butler said. "I hope that I'm fine. I hope that I wake up tomorrow and can still stick-and-move. Right now, I can't stay that's the case."
The 76ers rallied in the third, fueled perhaps by a free fast-food chicken promotion triggered when the Heat missed consecutive free throws with a nine-point lead. 
With the crowd roaring for the first time all night, the Sixers took off -- but not behind the usual suspects. Batum -- acquired in the James Harden deal with the Clippers -- instead hit three 3s in the quarter that edged the Sixers within one possession of a tie game three times. Each time, the 76ers were stymied, none worse then when Embiid was stripped on a drive that could have knotted the game at 68-all. Kevin Love instead buried a 3 and the Heat took a 74-69 lead into the fourth.

    


After a few quick buckets put them up early, the Sixers caved and seemed downright befuddled by Miami's zone. The Sixers were passive and could not find a way to dump the ball inside to Embiid -- the 7-footer waving his arm in vain for a ball that never came. And where his help? All-Star guard Tyrese Maxey -- who had three 50-point games this season -- vanished and scored only nine points in the half. He finished with 19.
Philly's voracious boo birds were heard early, often and never louder than when the oft-maligned Tobias Harris ripped a page out of the 1990s Knicks star Charles Smith's book when he missed four -- four! -- gimmes at the bucket on one possession.

    


Harris was benched in the final minutes of the game.
They'll need Harris playing close to an All-Star level moving forward. But for a game, Batum and Hield -- and a heaping dose of Embiid -- were enough for the Sixers.
"Just like we planned it," a smiling team president Daryl Morey said in the locker room.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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Moyer-Gleich picked for NBA playoff officiating roster, 1st woman in that role since 2012

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Referee Ashley Moyer-Gleich (13) waits for play during the first half of an NBA basketball game between the Atlanta Hawks and the New York Knicks, Friday, Oct. 27, 2023, in Atlanta. The NBA announced its first-round playoff referees on Friday, April 18, 2024, and Ashley Moyer-Gleich became the first woman selected for the postseason since 2012. Moyer-Gleich got the nod in her sixth NBA season.(AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Referee Ashley Moyer-Gleich (13) waits for play during the first half of an NBA basketball game between the Atlanta Hawks and the New York Knicks, Friday, Oct. 27, 2023, in Atlanta. The NBA announced its first-round playoff referees on Friday, April 18, 2024, and Ashley Moyer-Gleich became the first woman selected for the postseason since 2012. Moyer-Gleich got the nod in her sixth NBA season.(AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        Ashley Moyer-Gleich checked her email just before heading to the airport on Saturday for a trip to what she thought would be her final game of the season.
That's when the news came in: She has more games to do.
Moyer-Gleich will soon become only the second woman in NBA history to referee a playoff game. She was one of 36 referees announced by the league Thursday as its referee selections for Round 1 of the playoffs starting this weekend.
"It's surreal," Moyer-Gleich said. "It really is."
She joins Violet Palmer as the only women picked by the NBA for a playoff assignment. Palmer worked nine playoff games between 2006 and 2012.
Moyer-Gleich, a former Division II player at Millersville University in her native Pennsylvania, was promoted to the full-time NBA officiating ranks in November 2018. She's worked more than 200 regular season games in her six seasons and is one of three first-time playoff selections by the league this year -- Marat Kogut and J.T. Orr are the others.

    


"I worked four games as an alternate last year, so obviously, my goal was I wanted to be an alternate again because that's just sustaining the growth that I've had in my career," Moyer-Gleich said. "And then to see my name on list of working floor officials ... I mean, my mom was with me, she came with me on my last two games for a little trip, and to open that email and have her there with me and share that news, it was really quite amazing."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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Scoring sensation Lucy Olsen transfers to Iowa. Ex-Villanova player helps fill void of Caitlin Clark

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Villanova guard Lucy Olsen (3) shoots against Oregon State during the second half of an NCAA basketball game on Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023, in Corvallis, Ore. Iowa has added one of the nation's most productive scorers from last season as the Hawkeyes get ready to begin their post-Caitlin Clark era. Lucy Olsen said on social media Wednesday, April 17, 2024, that she's joining the Hawkeyes after the former Villanova star entered the transfer portal. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | FILE - Villanova guard Lucy Olsen (3) shoots against Oregon State during the second half of an NCAA basketball game on Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023, in Corvallis, Ore. Iowa has added one of the nation's most productive scorers from last season as the Hawkeyes get ready to begin their post-Caitlin Clark era. Lucy Olsen said on social media Wednesday, April 17, 2024, that she's joining the Hawkeyes after the former Villanova star entered the transfer portal. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman, File)
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[image: Iowa coach Lisa Bluder, left, guard Caitlin Clark and guard Kate Martin, right, react to fans during an Iowa women's basketball team celebration Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa lost to South Carolina in the college basketball championship game of the women's NCAA Tournament on Sunday. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | Iowa coach Lisa Bluder, left, guard Caitlin Clark and guard Kate Martin, right, react to fans during an Iowa women's basketball team celebration Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa lost to South Carolina in the college basketball championship game of the women's NCAA Tournament on Sunday. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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[image: Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark speaks during a WNBA basketball news conference, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark speaks during a WNBA basketball news conference, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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[image: Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark, middle, poses with general manager Lin Dunn, left, and head coach Christie Sides following a WNBA basketball news conference, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark, middle, poses with general manager Lin Dunn, left, and head coach Christie Sides following a WNBA basketball news conference, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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[image: A pedestrian walks past a mural by Kwazar Martin featuring Indiana Fever player Caitlin Clark on the near west side of Indianapolis, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The Fever selected Clark as the No. 1 overall pick in the WNBA basketball draft. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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[image: Shelby Tekulve, 20, displays one of the Caitlin Clark shirts she was purchasing in the Indiana Fever team store in Indianapolis, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The Fever selected Clark as the No. 1 overall pick in the WNBA basketball draft. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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        Scoring sensation Lucy Olsen transfers to Iowa. Ex-Villanova player helps fill void of Caitlin Clark

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Villanova guard Lucy Olsen (3) shoots against Oregon State during the second half of an NCAA basketball game on Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023, in Corvallis, Ore. Iowa has added one of the nation's most productive scorers from last season as the Hawkeyes get ready to begin their post-Caitlin Clark era. Lucy Olsen said on social media Wednesday, April 17, 2024, that she's joining the Hawkeyes after the former Villanova star entered the transfer portal. (AP Photo/Amanda Loman, File)]
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[image: Iowa coach Lisa Bluder, left, guard Caitlin Clark and guard Kate Martin, right, react to fans during an Iowa women's basketball team celebration Wednesday, April 10, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa lost to South Carolina in the college basketball championship game of the women's NCAA Tournament on Sunday. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)]
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[image: Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark speaks during a WNBA basketball news conference, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)]
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[image: Shelby Tekulve, 20, displays one of the Caitlin Clark shirts she was purchasing in the Indiana Fever team store in Indianapolis, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The Fever selected Clark as the No. 1 overall pick in the WNBA basketball draft. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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Shelby Tekulve, 20, displays one of the Caitlin Clark shirts she was purchasing in the Indiana Fever team store in Indianapolis, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The Fever selected Clark as the No. 1 overall pick in the WNBA basketball draft. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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                                        IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) -- Iowa added Lucy Olsen, one of the nation's most productive scorers from last season, to fill the void in the post-Caitlin Clark era.
Olsen, a former Villanova star who entered the transfer portal, wrote on social media on Wednesday that she's joining the Hawkeyes. The 5-foot-9 guard averaged 23.3 points this season to rank third among women's Division I scorers.
Clark, the NCAA Division I leading scorer among men and women, became the No. 1 pick in the WNBA Draft on Monday. She scored 3,951 points in her college career while leading Iowa to the NCAA Tournament final the last two seasons. 
The Indiana Fever selected her with the top overall pick in the draft. Clark scored a Division I-leading 31.6 points per game this season.
Olsen averaged 4.8 rebounds, 3.8 assists and 1.9 steals while helping Villanova to a 22-13 record. She earned first-team all-Big East honors and was voted the league's most improved player. The Wildcats lost to Illinois in the championship game of the WBIT. 

    


Olsen, an upcoming senior, has one year of eligibility left. Iowa's backcourt is losing Clark, Kate Martin, Gabbie Marshall and Molly Davis from a team that finished 34-5. Martin went to the Las Vegas Aces with the 18th overall pick in the draft.
___
AP March Madness bracket: https://apnews.com/hub/ncaa-womens-bracket/ and coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/march-madness

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iowa-hawkeyes-lucy-olsen-82371bb061f4a96efd1779db5cb00def
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NBA Playoffs 2024: Before Game 1s on Saturday, a pair of Game 7-type matchups on Friday

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Chicago Bulls guard Coby White (0) celebrates with guard Ayo Dosunmu after a Bulls basket during the second half of the team's NBA basketball play-in tournament game against the Atlanta Hawks in Chicago, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The Bulls won 131-116. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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[image: Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid, left, shoots over Miami Heat's Kevin Love during the first half of an NBA basketball play-in tournament game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)]
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                                        The Boston Celtics and Oklahoma City Thunder are about to find out who they will face in Round 1 of the NBA playoffs.
The final two play-in games -- and final two berths in the playoffs -- will be decided Friday night, when Chicago visits Miami in an Eastern Conference matchup and Sacramento goes to New Orleans in a Western Conference matchup.
Winners move on, losers are done.
The play-in tournament started Tuesday with Sacramento eliminating Golden State and the Los Angeles Lakers topping New Orleans, earning the Lakers the No. 7 seed in the West and a matchup with Denver in Round 1.
On Wednesday, Philadelphia beat Miami to become No. 7 in the East (and a matchup with New York in Round 1), while Chicago eliminated Atlanta.
NATIONAL TV SCHEDULE
Friday
7 p.m. Eastern -- Chicago at Miami, ESPN
9:30 p.m. Eastern -- Sacramento at New Orleans, TNT
Saturday
1 p.m. Eastern -- Orlando at Cleveland, ESPN

    


3:30 p.m. -- Phoenix at Minnesota, ESPN
6 p.m. -- Philadelphia at New York, ESPN
8:30 p.m. -- Los Angeles Lakers at Denver, ABC
Sunday
1 p.m. -- Chicago or Miami at Boston, ABC
3:30 p.m. -- Dallas at Los Angeles Clippers, ABC
7 p.m. -- Indiana at Milwaukee, TNT




9:30 p.m. -- Sacramento or New Orleans at Oklahoma City, TNT
WHO'S IN/WHO'S OUT
Eastern Conference
No. 1 Boston vs. Chicago or Miami, series starting Sunday
No. 2 New York vs. No. 7 Philadelphia, series starting Saturday
No. 3 Milwaukee vs. No. 6 Indiana, series starting Sunday

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

No. 4 Cleveland vs. No. 5 Orlando, series starting Saturday
Western Conference
No. 1 Oklahoma City vs. Sacramento or New Orleans, series starting Sunday
No. 2 Denver vs. No. 7 Los Angeles Lakers, series starting Saturday
No. 3 Minnesota vs. No. 6 Phoenix, series starting Saturday
No. 4 Los Angeles Clippers vs. No. 5 Dallas, series starting Sunday
Brooklyn, Toronto, Charlotte, Washington, Detroit, Houston, Utah, Memphis, Portland and San Antonio all saw their seasons end Sunday. Golden State was eliminated Tuesday and Atlanta was eliminated Wednesday.

    


BETTING GUIDE
Boston has home-court advantage throughout the NBA playoffs and currently is the favorite to win the championship, according to BetMGM. The Celtics are listed at +180, ahead of defending champion Denver (+300). Next up: the Clippers (+1300), followed by Milwaukee and Philadelphia (both +1400), and Oklahoma City and Dallas (both +1600).
WHAT TO KNOW
-- A look at the NBA, by the numbers this season.
-- How the field was set on a wild Sunday in the NBA.
STAT OF THE DAY
With Atlanta losing at Chicago on Wednesday, the Lakers now have the best all-time record in play-in games at 3-0. The Hawks are 3-1.
QUOTE OF THE DAY
"He did all right. He can do a little bit better." -- A clearly joking-around DeMar DeRozan, after his Chicago teammate Coby White scored 42 points to lead the Bulls past Atlanta on Wednesday.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/nba
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The ideal Champions League final is within reach if Mbappe and Real Madrid can deliver

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: PSG's Kylian Mbappe celebrates at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain at the Olimpic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Real Madrid Fans celebrate victory during the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland)]
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[image: Real Madrid's Jude Bellingham celebrates at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland)]
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[image: Real Madrid's Nacho celebrates victory in front of their fans during the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland)]
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[image: Bayern's head coach Thomas Tuchel greets fans prior the start of the Champions League quarter final second leg soccer match between Bayern Munich and Arsenal at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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[image: Arsenal's Ben White, left, and Bayern's Harry Kane run for the ball during the Champions League quarter final second leg soccer match between Bayern Munich and Arsenal at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Christian Bruna)]
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[image: Dortmund's players celebrate with fans after winning the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Atletico Madrid at the Signal-Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Dortmund stands in the semifinal against PSG. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Dortmund's scorers Ian Maatsen, right, and Marcel Sabitzer, left, celebrate with the team after winning the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Atletico Madrid at the Signal-Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Dortmund won the match 4-2 and reached the semifinals against PSG. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola reacts during the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)]
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[image: Barcelona's head coach Xavi Hernandez, right, and Barcelona's Raphinha salute supporters at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain at the Olimpic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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[image: Real Madrid Fans celebrate victory during the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland)]
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[image: Real Madrid's Jude Bellingham celebrates at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland)]
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[image: Real Madrid's Nacho celebrates victory in front of their fans during the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland)]
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[image: Bayern's head coach Thomas Tuchel greets fans prior the start of the Champions League quarter final second leg soccer match between Bayern Munich and Arsenal at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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[image: Arsenal's Ben White, left, and Bayern's Harry Kane run for the ball during the Champions League quarter final second leg soccer match between Bayern Munich and Arsenal at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Christian Bruna)]
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[image: Dortmund's players celebrate with fans after winning the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Atletico Madrid at the Signal-Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Dortmund stands in the semifinal against PSG. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Dortmund's scorers Ian Maatsen, right, and Marcel Sabitzer, left, celebrate with the team after winning the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Atletico Madrid at the Signal-Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Dortmund won the match 4-2 and reached the semifinals against PSG. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola reacts during the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)]
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Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola reacts during the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Manchester City and Real Madrid at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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[image: Barcelona's head coach Xavi Hernandez, right, and Barcelona's Raphinha salute supporters at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain at the Olimpic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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                                        The tantalizing prospect of Kylian Mbappe squaring up to Real Madrid in the Champions League final looms large.
Mbappe becomes a free agent at the end of the season when Madrid is favorite to finally land the forward it has coveted for so long. 
Before that there are trophies to be won, with none bigger in club soccer than the Champions League.
Madrid has dominated the competition with 14 wins, while Paris Saint-Germain and Mbappe are still waiting for their first.
Mbappe's imminent departure has partly been attributed to PSG's failure to transfer its domestic dominance to the continent. How ironic then if the France forward triumphed in his final year at the club, especially against the team he looks likeliest to join.
Conversely, a record-extending 15th crown for Madrid at the expense of PSG would serve only to confirm to Mbappe that his ambitions are best served at Santiago Bernabeu Stadium. 

    


With PSG and Madrid kept apart in the draw, either narrative is in play, but the Champions League has a habit of getting in the way of such well-laid plans.
REVENGE MISSION
A repeat of the 2013 final anyone? 
Bayern beat Dortmund the last time the final was staged at Wembley Stadium, which is the venue again this year. How Dortmund -- then coached by Jurgen Klopp -- would love to avenge that loss 11 years on.




Dortmund is the outsider to win the trophy having unexpectedly advanced to the semifinals in a season when it trails German champion Bayer Leverkusen by 23 points and may have to rely on a bonus fifth-place spot to qualify for next year's Champions League. 
PERFECT SENDOFF

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mbappe isn't the only person targeting a fairy tale finale. Bayern coach Thomas Tuchel is stepping down at season's end after the German giant's 11-year Bundesliga title-winning streak was broken by Leverkusen.
In a summer when big jobs will be available at the likes of Liverpool and Barcelona, Tuchel could do with rebuilding his reputation by winning a second Champions League trophy, having previously lifted it with Chelsea in 2021.

    


KANE'S WAIT
Harry Kane was expected to finally end his wait to win major silverware when he joined Bayern from Tottenham last summer. 
It hasn't worked out that way so far. 
Despite the England striker continuing his outstanding scoring form in Germany with 39 goals in all competitions, the Champions League is his last chance of a trophy in his first season at the club.
What better place to end that drought than at English soccer's national stadium?
FALLEN CHAMPION
Manchester City's hopes of starting a new period of European dominance were ended by the all-time king of Europe, Madrid. 
Despite dominating the semifinals second leg, Pep Guardiola's team could not take advantage, drawing 1-1 through extra time and 4-4 on aggregate before losing in a penalty shootout 4-3. 
A lack of cutting edge at Etihad Stadium proved City's undoing and continued a theme against elite teams this season. City has not won in seven games against Madrid, Arsenal and Liverpool this term. Having lost key players such as Ilkay Gundogan and Riyad Mahrez after last season's treble of trophies, it was revealing the lack of game-changing players Guardiola could summon from the bench against Madrid. 

    


With Erling Haaland failing to score in four games against Madrid, perhaps Guardiola will look for more firepower in the offseason. 
BARCELONA UNCERTAINTY
Missing out on the semifinals denied Barcelona some 12.5 million euros ($13.4 million) in prize money that would have helped its poor finances. While Madrid is waiting to welcome Mbappe, Barcelona is expected to have to sell players after having already sold off club assets, including part of its future television revenues, in recent years.
The loss to PSG this week ended an unbeaten run of 13 games since coach Xavi Hernandez said in January he will step down after the season.
Barcelona's only hope to send Xavi away with a title depends on winning at Madrid on Sunday and hoping its rival goes into a tailspin in what remains of the Spanish league. Madrid leads Barcelona by eight points.
SEMIFINALS SCHEDULE
Bayern will host Madrid and Dortmund is home against PSG in the first legs of the semifinals.

    


Bayern-Madrid is on April 30, and Madrid will stage the return leg on May 8.
Dortmund-PSG is on May 1, and PSG has the second leg on May 7.
The final is at Wembley in London on June 1. 
___
AP Sports Writer Joseph Wilson in Barcelona contributed.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Dropping the ball: Jags hope to end decades of ineptitude when it comes to drafting receivers early

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Texas wide receiver Xavier Worthy (1) makes a catch while covered by Washington cornerback Elijah Jackson, left, during the Sugar Bowl CFP NCAA semifinal college football game Jan. 1, 2024, in New Orleans. While Ohio State's Marvin Harrison Jr. will most assuredly be gone the Buffalo Bills' scheduled NFL draft pick at No. 28, the Texas junior tandem of Adonai Mitchell and Worthy, or perhaps Georgia's Ladd McConkey, could be available. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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[image: LSU wide receiver Brian Thomas Jr. catches a pass during LSU's NCAA football pro day in Baton Rouge, La., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Jacksonville Jaguars head coach Doug Pederson talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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[image: FILE - Alabama defensive back Terrion Arnold (3) dives to tackle Kentucky wide receiver Dane Key (6) during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Lexington, Ky., Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. Arnold is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Michelle Haas Hutchins, File)]
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[image: Toledo's Quinyon Mitchell blocks a touchdown pass intended for Miami's Ty Wise during the MAC Championship NCAA college football game at Ford Field in Detroit, Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023. Mitchell is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(Rebecca Benson/The Blade via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Alabama defensive back Terrion Arnold (3) celebrates with linebackers Jeremiah Alexander, left, and Trezmen Marshall, right, after an interception in athe second half of an NCAA college football game against Auburn, Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Auburn, Ala. Arnold is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]
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[image: LSU wide receiver Brian Thomas Jr. catches a pass during LSU's NCAA football pro day in Baton Rouge, La., Wednesday, March 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Jacksonville Jaguars head coach Doug Pederson talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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Jacksonville Jaguars head coach Doug Pederson talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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[image: FILE - Alabama defensive back Terrion Arnold (3) dives to tackle Kentucky wide receiver Dane Key (6) during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Lexington, Ky., Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. Arnold is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Michelle Haas Hutchins, File)]
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[image: FILE - Alabama defensive back Terrion Arnold (3) celebrates with linebackers Jeremiah Alexander, left, and Trezmen Marshall, right, after an interception in athe second half of an NCAA college football game against Auburn, Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, in Auburn, Ala. Arnold is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]
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                                        JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- The Jacksonville Jaguars have been mostly inept at drafting wide receivers.
They've repeatedly dropped the ball.
They have selected nine wideouts over the first three rounds of the NFL draft in three decades of existence, and only two of those guys (DJ Chark and Allen Robinson) notched 1,000-yard seasons and just one (Marqise Lee) signed a second contract with Jacksonville.
It's a head-scratching stretch of futility the Jags hope to end in 2024. General manager Trent Baalke and coach Doug Pederson are expected to take a shot at changing the franchise's fortunes at the position during the NFL draft next weekend.
The Jaguars have five of the first 116 picks, with three of those scheduled for the first two nights of the draft.
Cornerback remains the team's top need after releasing starter Darious Williams and opting not to re-sign nickelback Tre Herndon. Jacksonville also has fellow starter Tyson Campbell entering the final year of his rookie contract.

    


Baalke responded by signing journeyman Ronald Darby to a two-year, $8.5 million contract in free agency, but Darby is far from a building block for new defensive coordinator Ryan Nielsen. Alabama's Terrion Arnold or Toledo's Quinyon Mitchell would make the most sense with the 17th overall pick.




But no one should be surprised if Jacksonville takes a receiver there, either.
The Jaguars lost Calvin Ridley to rival Tennessee in free agency, and Zay Jones is entering the final year of his contract; he signed a three-year, $24 million deal in 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Baalke did land Buffalo's Gabe Davis on a three-year, $39 million deal last month, but Davis is considered more of an upgrade from Jones than a replacement for Ridley. Drafting a receiver early appears to be a given, especially as the Jaguars continue building around quarterback Trevor Lawrence.
LSU's Brian Thomas Jr. and Xavier Worthy of Texas could be options at 17. Whoever it is, the Jags can only hope he turns out better than all of their other early round receivers.

    


They missed on R. Jay Soward in 2000 and have been chasing it since. Their receiver draft list includes Reggie Williams (2004), Matt Jones (2005), Mike Sims-Walker (2007), Justin Blackmon (2012), Allen Robinson (2014) and Lee (2014).
More recent misses are Chark (2018) and Laviska Shenault (2020).
OTHER NEEDS
Pass rush and offensive line are other areas of need for the Jaguars despite addressing both in recent months.
Jacksonville signed outside linebacker Josh Allen last week to a five-year contract worth up to $150 million and includes up to $88 million guaranteed. The team also re-signed guard Ezra Cleveland (3 years, $24 million) and added Buffalo center Mitch Morse (2 years, $10.5 million) in free agency.
Although Allen and 2022 No. 1 overall pick Travon Walker are locks to start, the Jags are looking for depth behind them after letting backups K'Lavon Chaisson and Dawuane Smoot leave in free agency.
On the other side of the ball, left tackle Cam Robinson and backup Walker Little are entering the final year of their contracts. So is veteran guard Brandon Scherff.

    


DON'T NEED
Quarterback is one of the few positions that seems set in Jacksonville. Baalke traded a sixth-round pick to New England for 2021 first-rounder Mac Jones. Jones will compete with C.J. Beathard to be Trevor Lawrence's backup in 2024.
THIRD KICKER?
Jacksonville's years-long search for a kicker might end during the final day of the draft.
Baalke thought he signed Denver's Wil Lutz to a three-year deal to open free agency. But Lutz changed his mind hours later and ended up re-signing with the Broncos. The Jaguars scrambled and added Washington's Joey Slye a week later.
They now have Slye and Riley Patterson on the roster but would consider Arkansas' Cam Little, Alabama's Will Reichard or Stanford's Joshua Karty on Day 3.
The Jaguars have used nine different kickers since 2019, including Brandon McManus last season.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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With no 1st-round pick, this year's draft lacks buzz for Houston Texans

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Houston Texans head coach DeMeco Ryans talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- The Houston Texans won last year's NFL draft by taking quarterback and AP Offensive Rookie of the Year C.J. Stroud with the No. 2 pick before trading up to draft defensive end and AP Defensive Rookie of the Year Will Anderson Jr. third overall.
There will be a lot less excitement in Houston in this year's draft as the Texans don't have a first-round pick and won't select until the 10th pick of the second round with the 42nd overall selection.
However, coach DeMeco Ryans has said that he considers the second and third rounds the "sweet spot" of the draft and is looking forward to adding more guys who can contribute to his team.
"We continue to add guys who fit the Texans' culture," Ryans said. "And that's guys who are made of the right mindset, guys who have that relentless mindset, guys who are true competitors, guys who love football, guys who love pushing their teammates to be their best, guys who want to be the best at what they do. We add those type of players to our locker room, that's how we follow up a great draft last year."

    


The 42nd pick is one of nine selections the Texans have in this draft as they try to add pieces to help them take another step this year after going from worst to first in the AFC South last season.




Houston already boosted its offense this offseason with the blockbuster trade for star receiver Stefon Diggs and the deal that brought running back Joe Mixon to Houston. But Ryans said those moves won't change the way they approach the draft.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Just because we've added guys at a lot of different positions, that doesn't stop us from evaluating every position and looking at every avenue to continue to upgrade our team and continue to get our team better," he said. "So, for the draft process, our process will be exactly the same. Who can we add to our team that adds value to our locker room and adds value to us on the field?"

    


PICK 'EM
The Texans don't have a first-round pick this season because of two trades. They shipped their own selection in the opening round at No. 27 to Arizona last year as part of the deal to trade up to nab Anderson. They also had the 23rd pick in the first round, which they received as part of the Deshaun Watson trade. They sent that pick to Minnesota last month for No. 42, a sixth-round pick this year and the Vikings' second-round pick next year. 
NEEDS
Last month the most glaring need for this team would be to add another receiver to join Nico Collins and Tank Dell. Acquiring Diggs changed that, but it still couldn't hurt to add more talent at the position for the future.
A big need for this team is defensive tackle after both of their starters at the position from last season are no longer with the team. Sheldon Rankins signed with the Bengals this offseason and Maliek Collins was traded to San Francisco for a seventh-round draft pick.
The Texans signed former Titan Denico Autry, who had 111/2 sacks last season, but could still use some depth at the position.
DON'T NEED
The Texans should be set for years at quarterback after drafting Stroud last season. Their offensive line is also solid with left tackle Laremy Tunsil and right tackle Tytus Howard leading the group.

    


WHEELING AND DEALING
Houston general manager Nick Caserio has shown a propensity for trading draft picks since being hired by the Texans in 2021. Of course, his biggest trade was the one that allowed them to vault up from the 12th pick to No. 3 to get Anderson, but it's far from his only one.
Only three of the Texans' picks in this draft were originally theirs, with the other six coming via trades. They got a sixth-round pick this year in the deal for Diggs and a seventh-round selection in the Mixon trade. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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With Anthony Richardson on board, Colts will look beyond quarterback in NFL draft

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Indianapolis Colts head coach Shane Steichen talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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[image: FILE - Indianapolis Colts defensive tackle DeForest Buckner plays during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Sunday, Sept. 17, 2023, in Houston. Three-time Pro Bowl defensive tackle DeForest Buckner and the Indianapolis Colts have agreed on a $46 million, two-year contract extension through 2026, a person familiar with the deal told The Associated Press. The person spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity Monday, April 15, 2024, because the team didn't release the terms.(AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith, File)]
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[image: FILE - Indianapolis Colts defensive tackle DeForest Buckner plays during the second half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Sunday, Sept. 17, 2023, in Houston. Three-time Pro Bowl defensive tackle DeForest Buckner and the Indianapolis Colts have agreed on a $46 million, two-year contract extension through 2026, a person familiar with the deal told The Associated Press. The person spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity Monday, April 15, 2024, because the team didn't release the terms.(AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith, File)]
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- For Indianapolis Colts general manager Chris Ballard, this was a different kind of offseason.
Instead of searching for a new starting quarterback or deciphering how free agents might conform to a new coach's offensive philosophy, he remained focused on improving the supporting cast around second-year quarterback Anthony Richardson.
Ballard re-signed receiver Michael Pittman Jr., defensive backs Kenny Moore II and Julian Blackmon and defensive tackle Grover Stewart. He gave contract extensions to Pro Bowl defensive tackle DeForest Buckner and linebacker Zaire Franklin. And, yes, Ballard added some insurance with the addition of veteran quarterback Joe Flacco to back up Richardson.
So now, for the first time since Andrew Luck's surprise retirement in August 2019, the Colts are out of the NFL's annual draft quarterback derby.

    


"It's good, like I said the draft's exciting and we'll see where it goes," coach Shane Steichen said Tuesday. "We'll see how it plays out, you never know how it's going to play out."
A year ago, the Colts knew exactly what they intended to do with the fourth overall pick -- select Richardson as the franchise's new face.




Richardson played just four games and finished only one last season before a season-ending shoulder injury to his throwing shoulder, which required surgery. The 21-year-old has resumed throwing but will be deployed cautiously in offseason workouts even as Pittman predicted Richardson would play all 17 games -- and more -- this upcoming season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He's really in a good spot," Steichen said. "The shoulder is feeling good, should be good to go for practice. He'll be out there throwing, but we'll obviously monitor it, make sure we're smart with that, but he's in a really good place."
This year's big question is more open-ended: Where do the Colts turn next?
They enter the draft with one pick in each of the seven rounds, the first coming at No. 15 overall. And while Ballard has a demonstrated penchant for moving around throughout the three days of draft weekend, those around the franchise seem to be making the case for just about any position.

    


Over the past few years, team owner Jim Irsay has made no secret of his desire to find a game-changing tight end. Steichen was asked Tuesday about the traits he likes in a receiver, a not-so-subtle reference to the possibility Indy could use one of the deepest positions in this draft class to give Richardson another offensive threat.
Ballard, meanwhile, routinely talks about building from the inside out on the offensive and defensive lines even today as draft analysts suggest Indy's most pressing needs appear to be finding a pass rusher or a starting cornerback.
For a team that hasn't been to the playoffs since 2020, it seems there is no wrong answer.
"Whatever gives us the best chance to win," Steichen said when asked about balancing needs with the top players still available. "Even though I'm an offensive guy, I do believe if you take a really good player, it doesn't matter offense or defense. You take a player who's going to help you get better."

    


NEEDS
Outside Indy, the most glaring need appears to be at cornerback. Indy's pass defense struggled most of last season and nobody emerged as a true No. 1 cover guy. 
But the Colts played three rookies and remain optimistic about the development of second-round pick JuJu Brents and seventh-round pick Jaylon Jones. Re-signing Moore helps, too, and the combination gives Indy more flexibility about who to target next week.
DON'T NEED
With Richardson, Flacco and Sam Ehlinger on the roster, Indy looks pretty settled at quarterback and the offensive line's rebound season has made finding another starter a non-priority. The Colts also appear pretty satisfied at defensive tackle where they now have five veterans in a rotation led by Buckner.
PICK 'EM
Indy will bounce between 14 and 17 throughout draft weekend after going 9-8 last season.
___
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The Titans go into the NFL draft flexible at No. 7 with lots of needs to fill

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Tennessee Titans general manager Ran Carthon responds to questions from reporters at the NFL football team's training facility, April 2, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The Titans have been among the league's biggest spenders in free agency, and they still won't be able to fill all the remaining holes with only seven selections in this NFL draft. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tennessee Titans head coach Brian Callahan, right, and offensive coordinator Nick Holz respond to questions during a news conference at the NFL football team's training facility, Feb. 14, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The Titans have been among the league's biggest spenders in free agency, and they still won't be able to fill all the remaining holes with only seven selections in this NFL draft. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tennessee Titans quarterback Will Levis warms up before an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Jan. 7, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The Titans have been among the league's biggest spenders in free agency, and they still won't be able to fill all the remaining holes with only seven selections in this NFL draft. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- The Tennessee Titans have been among the league's biggest spenders in free agency, and they still won't be able to fill all the remaining holes with only seven selections in this NFL draft.
Neither general manager Ran Carthon nor first-year head coach Brian Callahan are giving hints to the position Tennessee will fill first. Even after a busy start to free agency, this remains a roster under major renovation after losing 18 of 24 games to cost Mike Vrabel his job after six seasons.
Callahan, who will call the offense after being a coordinator at Cincinnati, has dropped hints that a coach can never have enough fast, explosive players. Carthon knows the Titans still must bulk up both the offensive and defensive lines. 
"We're still working on that," Carthon said.
Callahan said they know what they need for a team that went 6-11 with the Titans working their way back up from the bottom of the AFC South. 

    


"When you pick at seven and you pick at 38 and you're picking at the high end of these rounds, you want to be open and free to take ultimately what the best player is available to you," Callahan said. 




The Titans made a splash in March by signing wide receiver Calvin Ridley, running back Tony Pollard, center Lloyd Cushenberry and cornerback Chidobe Awuzie and then traded for cornerback L'Jarius Sneed to remake the secondary during free agency.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Now the Titans hold the No. 7 pick overall and the 38th. Unless the second-year GM trades back, Carthon won't select again until the fourth round after trading his third-round pick a year ago to move up for quarterback Will Levis. 
Tennessee gave up one of three seventh-rounders to Cleveland on April 12, reuniting a young reserve offensive lineman with position coach Bill Callahan. 
NEEDS
Left tackle is at the top of the list for a position that has been a revolving door with four different starters at that spot as Tennessee gave up 64 sacks in 2023. Only Carolina, Washington and the Giants allowed more. 

    


Andre Dillard, the big free agent signed to fix that spot, was cut after 10 starts and one season. Also need defensive line help, edge rusher and linebacker after losing Azeez Al-Shaair to Houston in free agency. 
DON'T NEED
Running back seems set for the post-Derrick Henry era. Pollard joins Tyjae Spears, a third-round pick last season, in giving the Titans the ability to disguise Callahan's offensive schemes with both capable pass-catchers and able to run up the middle. 
Kicker Nick Folk is back after setting a NFL record with 78 consecutive field goals made under 40 yards, a streak started in 2017. He is coming off his best season, making a league-best 96.7% of his field goals. 
ON THE SPOT
Treylon Burks. The 18th pick overall in 2022 still has only one touchdown catch through his first two seasons where injuries have been a big issue. He had only 16 catches on 30 targets for 221 yards in 11 games last season. 
ASK QUESTIONS 
The Titans were among the first teams to visit with Texas defensive tackle T'Vondre Sweat after his arrest for driving while intoxicated. Sweat could help Tennessee fill a big need after losing Denico Autry, who had a career-high 11 1/2 sacks last season, to defending AFC South champ Houston. 

    


Callahan said looking into players with off-field issues or character concerns means finding out what happened. He remembers some of what he did at the same age of players available in this draft, so homework is key.
"There's a ton of time invested into making sure that we get whatever those issues might be, ironed out and whether they're real issues that have to be dealt with or they're things that maybe aren't as detrimental as the perception might be," Callahan said. 
PICK 'EM
Notre Dame offensive tackle Joe Alt if still available. Wide receiver Malik Nabers of LSU or Washington's 6-foot-3 Rome Odunze gives Callahan more depth and Levis more options.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Bengals likely to look for an offensive tackle and run-stopping defensive lineman in the NFL draft

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Cincinnati Bengals head coach Zac Taylor, center, talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- The Cincinnati Bengals went into free agency with explosive plays in mind -- producing more of them on offense and allowing fewer on defense.
That overarching theme is expected to carry over to the draft in which the Bengals have the 18th overall pick and nine more in the remaining six rounds.
That could mean an offensive tackle who can help keep franchise quarterback Joe Burrow off the ground, a run-stopping D-lineman, a wide receiver or just the best player available. 
Oregon State offensive tackle Taliese Fuaga and Texas defensive tackle Byron Murphy II have been in the conversation as possible first-round picks for Cincinnati.
"We want the traits, and we want the intangibles," Bengals director of player personnel Duke Tobin said. "And so, we're really focused on trying to really get to the root of what makes a guy tick and how much he loves the game. It hasn't changed. Every team is looking for the same thing, but you want guys with the intangibles to grind."

    


The Cincinnati defense was the worst in the league last year at giving up explosive plays -- passes that gain at least 20 yards and runs that pick up at least 10. 




The offense ranked in the bottom 10 at creating explosives. It didn't help that Burrow was lost for the last seven games with a torn ligament in his right wrist.
The Bengals missed the playoffs in 2023 for the first time in three seasons.
WHAT THEY NEED

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An offensive tackle, a run-stopping defensive tackle and a No. 3 receiver.
Cincinnati's offensive lines have struggled to protect Burrow since he got there in 2020. There was another shakeup this offseason when right tackle Jonah Williams moved on in free agency and Trent Brown, who just turned 31, was signed to a one-year contract to replace him. 
Defensive tackle D.J. Reader went to the Lions, but Cincinnati picked up former Texan Sheldon Rankins, who had three sacks against the Bengals when the teams met in Week 10. The team is in the market for another hole-plugging defensive tackle. 

    


The Bengals didn't re-sign 29-year-old receiver Tyler Boyd, who was a reliable No. 3 to Ja'Marr Chase and Tee Higgins, who is playing with the franchise tag this season and has asked for a trade. They'd like to find a slot receiver who could be developed. 
DON'T NEED
Quarterback, running back, tight end and safety.
HOW'S JOE?
Burrow required surgery after the injury to his right wrist in the Nov. 16 loss to Baltimore.
"It's the No. 1 question I get asked in public, when I'm at basketball games or whatever it is, is 'how's Joe?' Bengals coach Zac Taylor said. "So that's part of it. He's a big part of what we're doing, and I understand the concern everybody has. But the guy has been through some rehab processes, and he knows how to attack it and get his body back right to where it needs to be. (I'm) excited to see what this season will bring for him." 
Burrow told the Bengals team website that his wrist is "getting better every day" and that it hasn't affected his offseason training. 
CHANGES 
Former Ravens safety Geno Stone is expected to improve the Cincinnati secondary, and safety Vonn Bell -- an anchor of the 2021 Super Bowl team -- returned to the Bengals after spending one season with Carolina. The Bengals traded veteran running back Joe Mixon and added former Colt Zack Moss also added pass catching tight end Mike Gesicki, most recently of the Patriots. 
___
AP NFL coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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Free agency left the Ravens with holes to fill as NFL draft nears, especially on the offensive line

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Baltimore Ravens general manager Eric DeCosta speaks during a press conference at the NFL football scouting combine in Indianapolis, Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Some significant contributors to last season's AFC North champions have departed. ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Baltimore Ravens general manager Eric DeCosta speaks during a press conference at the NFL football scouting combine in Indianapolis, Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Some significant contributors to last season's AFC North champions have departed. "Obviously, it's always hard to see some of your favorite players go to other teams. I mean, that's been a challenge," general manager Eric DeCosta said. "But in terms of just being in a good spot, the vibe has been good. We're building this team the right way." (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)
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                                        It was clear from the start of this offseason that the Baltimore Ravens were going to lose quite a few players to free agency.
Now that the extent of those exits is a little more clear, they'll have a chance to do some real adding -- in the draft.
"Obviously, it's always hard to see some of your favorite players go to other teams. I mean, that's been a challenge," general manager Eric DeCosta said. "But in terms of just being in a good spot, the vibe has been good. We're building this team the right way."
The Ravens did sign Derrick Henry to alleviate some concerns at running back, and they kept standout defensive lineman Justin Madubuike with a long-term deal, but some significant contributors to last season's AFC North champions have departed. That includes three starters on the offensive line -- guards Kevin Zeitler and John Simpson left as free agents and tackle Morgan Moses was traded.

    


Baltimore also lost linebacker Patrick Queen and pass rusher Jadeveon Clowney in free agency.
"We'll have some opportunities, for sure," DeCosta said. "There are going to be some spots that can be filled, and I think the burden is on me to find those players who can fill it, and fill it with winning football, and we've got the coaches and support staff to put them in position to succeed."




NEEDS
Offensive line is an obvious one, and although the Ravens took wide receiver Zay Flowers in the first round last year, they can always use more playmakers for MVP quarterback Lamar Jackson. Baltimore, which had the best regular-season record in the league last season and lost in the AFC title game, has the 30th pick in the first round, although DeCosta expressed confidence there will be good players at those positions available later too.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think offensive line is pretty stacked across the board in most rounds," he said. "I think receiver is a really deep draft this year. Those would be two. I mentioned running back. I think that you'll see a lot of running backs get drafted, probably, starting in the third round through the seventh."

    


The secondary dealt with injuries last season, with cornerback Marlon Humphrey missing seven regular-season games and another in the playoffs.
DON'T NEED
Obviously, the quarterback position is set. The Ravens made sure of that at this time last year, when they reached a long-term deal with Jackson shortly before the draft began. Although Queen is gone, Roquan Smith's presence means Baltimore still has a star at inside linebacker.
Tight end is also a strength, and losing Clowney was offset to some degree by bringing back Madubuike and Kyle Van Noy.
Clowney and Van Noy were both players who joined the Ravens well after the draft last year -- in Van Noy's case after the 2023 season had started -- so DeCosta is confident he has plenty of time to address the team's needs.
"We're in the same place as we were last year at this time," DeCosta said. "Go back and look at what some of you wrote last year and see how we ended up. We have a lot of time to make moves. A lot of these players that we lost (are) excellent players. A lot of these guys were acquired in August, right? Some of these guys were acquired in September, so we're still building."

    


WHEEL AND DEAL
DeCosta talked a bit about how it's possible to trade a pick in one year for a higher one the next year. He said that practice is particularly intriguing to owner Steve Bisciotti.
"He has what he calls 'The Bisciotti Reign of Terror,' and that would basically be that you trade a seventh-round pick in any given year for a sixth-round pick next year, and then take that sixth-round pick and trade it for a five, and then trade that five for a four," DeCosta said. "And so, in seven or eight years, you'd have a first-round pick. We've always talked about that, but we never get to that point."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Browns' draft still affected by Deshaun Watson trade. Team without first-round pick for 3rd year

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson (4) sits on the bench during an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Sunday, Nov. 19, 2023, in Cleveland. For the third straight year, Cleveland is without a first-round pick after shipping three along with a handful of late-round selections to the Houston Texas in 2022 for Watson, who has yet to deliver a championship or even a playoff win. (AP Photo/Kirk Irwin, File)]
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[image: Cleveland Browns head coach Kevin Stefanski talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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                                        CLEVELAND (AP) -- The NFL draft used to be a major event in Cleveland, viewed as a springtime Super Bowl for a team that's never been to one.
There was a buzz. It's gone.
The team's franchise-shifting trade for quarterback Deshaun Watson two years ago has once again made the three-day draft almost an afterthought.
Like fans across the league, the Browns will watch as players get picked on Day One again.
For the third straight year, Cleveland is without a first-round pick after shipping three of them along with a handful of late-round selections to the Houston Texas in 2022 for Watson, who has yet to deliver a championship or even a playoff win.
Watson's two seasons with the Browns have been, well, incomplete.
He's played in just 12 games because of a league suspension and right shoulder injury, and there's no way to predict if he'll ever get back to Pro Bowl form, though he showed positive signs before getting hurt last season.

    


The team's massive investment into Watson affects every move the Browns make, and its reverberations are felt strongest on draft weekend.
As part of the blockbuster deal, Cleveland dealt its first- and fourth-round picks in 2024 to Houston for Watson, meaning the team's first selection won't be until the second round at No. 54 and they currently have just two picks in the first 150.




They'll next pick at No. 85 (third round) but not again until No. 156 (fifth round), a 71-player gap that will test the limits of general manager Andrew Berry's patience.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His track record is not to sit still.
"You guys probably know me well enough that we can always be moving around," Berry told reporters at the owner's meetings. 
Berry recently traded fifth- and sixth-round picks to Denver for wide receiver Jerry Jeudy, whose arrival lessens the likelihood the Browns will use No. 54 -- or move up -- to get another playmaker for Watson.

    


However, that doesn't mean Berry won't consider it.
Everything is on the table for the Browns as they head into a make-or-break season, and owners Dee and Jimmy Haslam have green lighted their front office to do whatever it feels necessary to make the team better.
NEEDS
Linebacker has been a somewhat neglected spot for the Browns, who had the league's top-rated defense last season before a dreadful showing in a playoff loss to Houston.
The team's decision not to re-sign signal-caller Anthony Walker Jr. or Sione Takitaki has created a substantial void in experience and leadership. The Browns signed free agent Jordan Hicks to a two-year deal, but he'll be 32 in June and there's not enough depth to withstand the inevitable injuries.
DON'T NEED
The quarterback room has gone from sparse to crowded. But as the Browns learned the hard way last season, you can never have enough QBs.
Watson's r ecovery from shoulder surgery seems to be on schedule, but the team's decision to sign Jameis Winston and Tyler Huntley as backups raised some eyebrows. At the very least, they're proven insurance policies in case Watson isn't ready or goes down again.
Joe Flacco came off the couch to save the Browns and lead them to the playoffs last season, but Berry wanted to have a safer plan heading into 2024. 

    


FRONT AND CENTER
It might be time for the Browns to do some rebuilding of their offensive line, which has been a strength in recent years.
Injuries to starting tackles Jack Conklin and Jedrick Wills Jr. put the team in a serious bind last season, and the situation worsened when rookie Dawand Jones, who did a remarkable job filling in for Conklin, went down with a knee injury.
Conklin is expected to return, but the 29-year-old has been slowed by injuries in recent years. While Wills was playing well before he got hurt, he's been inconsistent since being drafted 10th overall in 2020.
Pro Bowlers Joel Bitonio and Wyatt Teller are two of the league's most agile guards and run blockers. But there isn't much quality depth behind them, and the Browns need to start thinking long term up front.
SECONDARY MARKET
Browns cornerback Greg Newsome II has spent the offseason deflecting rumors.
His name has been mentioned in trade rumors for months, and they've only intensified as the draft approaches. Newsome has mostly been able to block them out.

    


"I don't pay attention, but obviously my family and stuff tell me and ask me," the 2021 first-round pick said this week. "I feel like AB (Berry) and the ownership and all my coaches know what I'm capable of, they know what I bring to this team."
The Browns have until May 2 to pick up the $13.7 million fifth-year option on his rookie contract. It's also possible they could agree to a long-term extension.
"That's the goal," Newsome said. "I want to be one of those guys that sticks around one place their whole career. So if God be willing, I'll be here for a long time."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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The Steelers made splashy moves in free agency. Don't bet on a return to normalcy in the NFL draft
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- There used to be a time -- say the vast majority of the franchise's first 92 seasons -- when the Pittsburgh Steelers would rely almost exclusively on the NFL draft to address whatever holes they might have on the roster.
Those days appear to be over.
The Steelers went through a very unSteeler-like March in which they signed Russell Wilson, traded for Justin Fields and gave inside linebacker Patrick Queen the biggest free-agent contract in team history.
It shortened Pittsburgh's shopping list when the draft begins April 25. It did not eliminate the list entirely.
"Obviously, the more that you're able to address in free agency it lessens narrow mindedness in draft prep," longtime head coach Mike Tomlin said.
The "Tomlin-ism" translation: the Steelers could go several different ways with the 20th overall pick in the first round.

    


The offensive line could use an upgrade and the wide receiver group needs another big-time threat to line up opposite George Pickens. Queen's arrival gives the Steelers at least one fixture at inside linebacker for the next three seasons, but after a trying season in which the position was essentially a rotating door because of injuries, finding another young player wouldn't hurt.




And who knows, considering what Pittsburgh did during that dizzying stretch in which it signed Wilson to a team-friendly one-year deal, made the low-stakes acquisition of Fields and traded away Kenny Pickett less than two years after taking him in the first round, maybe the Steelers take another big swing at the most important position in the sport.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

OK, so maybe that last one is probably a non-starter. Probably.
If the past few months have proved one thing, it's that anything is on the table for a franchise trying to do things differently as it tries to end its longest playoff-victory drought since Franco Harris pulled in "The Immaculate Reception" 52 years ago.

    


NEEDS
The Steelers added depth along the defensive line by re-signing Montravius Adams and bringing in veteran Dean Lowry. Still, some fresh legs would help.
Cam Heyward is nearing the tail end of a brilliant career and turns 35 in May. Larry Ogunjobi will be 30 in June and has played more than 5,000 snaps. Keeanu Benton looked promising at times as a rookie, but Demarvin Leal could be trending toward "bust" territory after being a healthy scratch at times. 
Broderick Jones shows all the signs of being the cornerstone offensive tackle the Steelers envisioned when they took him in the first round a year ago. Still, he's going to need some help. Pittsburgh cut center Mason Cole and while Nate Herbig or James Daniels could be short-term options, the Steelers could use someone they can plug in and stop worrying about the position for a decade, something they haven't had since Maurkice Pouncey retired following the 2020 season.
DON'T NEED
Pittsburgh has one of the best running back tandems in the NFL in Najee Harris and Jaylen Warren, both of whom topped 1,000 all-purpose yards last season.
The biggest question at the position as the draft approaches is whether the Steelers will pick up Harris' fifth-year option. Tomlin has done nothing but praise Harris at every turn during his three seasons in the league, though Tomlin also did the same for Pickett before making a series of moves that all but guaranteed Pickett would want to go elsewhere.

    


Outside linebacker is also in relatively good shape. T.J. Watt is in the prime of a career that is tracking toward the Hall of Fame. Alex Highsmith looked every bit worth the hefty investment the team made him last summer and Herbig showed flashes during a promising rookie season.
PICK'EM
Given the number of quality wide receivers in the top end of the draft, it will be very tempting for general manager Omar Khan to make a splash at a position of need.
Yet given how well selecting Jones a year ago seems to be panning out, it's far more likely they grab a bookend and select Jones' former Georgia teammate Amarius Mims with their first-round pick. If West Virginia center Zach Frazier is there in round two, it might be difficult for the Steelers to resist someone who played just an hour down the road in Morgantown.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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The Dolphins have a 1st-round draft pick for the 1st time since 2021 with several needs to address
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                                        MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Mike McDaniel joked during last year's NFL draft that he couldn't wait to finally have a first-round pick.
The Miami Dolphins head coach hasn't had that luxury since taking over the team in 2022, but that will change this year, as the Dolphins will pick on the opening night of the draft for the first time since 2021.
Miami will have the 21st selection, along with five more in this year's draft, leaving the team with more flexibility in the opening round than it has had in years -- and general manager Chris Grier said Miami is weighing all of its options.
"I think you have to be open to everything," Grier said earlier in the offseason. "If it's a possibility of moving up or moving down for something and get in a better position to get a player that we may say is a home run for us, we're definitely open to moving up. If someone wants to drop to our spot and we move down and pick up extra picks, we're very open to that too as well."

    


Miami didn't select until the third round in 2022 after using its first- and second-round picks to acquire Tyreek Hill from Kansas City. The Dolphins forfeited their 2023 first-rounder after they violated the league's antitampering policy by communicating with Tom Brady and Sean Payton, and they traded another first-round pick away to acquire star pass rusher Bradley Chubb from Denver.




The Dolphins have lost a slew of free agents that were key contributors to a roster coming off a second consecutive postseason berth. Standout defensive tackle Christian Wilkins, right guard Rob Hunt and linebacker Andrew Van Ginkel all signed deals elsewhere. And the Dolphins also cut linebacker Jerome Baker and veteran cornerback Xavien Howard, leaving the team with several holes to address in free agency and the draft.
NEEDS

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hill and Jaylen Waddle combined for more yards (2,813) than any other wide receiver duo in the NFL in 2023. Miami has depth concerns at wide receiver beyond those two, which was evident late last season as Hill and Waddle dealt with injuries. Other priorities for Miami include adding help to the interior offensive line to protect quarterback Tua Tagovailoa. The Dolphins could also use another edge rusher, with Chubb (ACL) and Jaelan Phillips (Achilles tendon) coming off significant injuries.

    


DON'T NEED
The Dolphins appear to be set at running back after extending Raheem Mostert, who set career highs in rushing yards (1,012) and total touchdowns (21). The Dolphins also having speedy second-year running back De'Von Achane, who had 800 yards rushing and 7.8 yards per carry his rookie season.
A THIRD OPTION
Miami needs a third receiving option behind Hill and Waddle. No other Dolphins receiver had more than 27 catches or 300 yards last season -- their third-leading receiver was tight end Durham Smythe with 366 yards on 35 catches. The Dolphins have not addressed the position yet in free agency, although they held a visit with veteran Odell Beckham Jr. in March and made him an offer, according to McDaniel.
"Things went great with him," McDaniel said during the NFL's league meetings last month. "We did make him an offer and business takes time, especially with players like Odell, who's had a phenomenal career and still has really good football in front of him and has options. I think those conversations will be ongoing. We'll see where they go."

    


ADDING INSURANCE
While the Dolphins are set at quarterback with Tagovailoa, whom Grier said the team intends to reach a long-term deal with, Miami could use a late-round pick to add insurance at the backup spot. Backup Mike White is set to become a free agent next offseason, and Skylar Thompson did not play last season. The Dolphins could also use a tackle to develop under veteran left tackle Terron Armstead, who was sidelined multiple games the past two seasons because of injuries and briefly considered retirement after the 2023 season.
PICK 'EM
The Dolphins also forfeited their 2023 third-rounder for tampering and sent their fourth to the Broncos in the deal that brought over Chubb.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Bills would preferably be on the receiving end in the NFL draft after dealing Diggs to Houston

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Buffalo Bills general manager Brandon Beane speaks during a news conference at the NFL football scouting combine in Indianapolis, Feb. 27, 2024. With Stefon Diggs dealt to the Houston Texans, the Bills are expected to be targeting a receiver high in the draft. Just do not ask Beane, who would prefer to keep everyone guessing. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)]
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[image: FILE - Texas wide receiver Xavier Worthy (1) makes a catch while covered by Washington cornerback Elijah Jackson, left, during the Sugar Bowl CFP NCAA semifinal college football game Jan. 1, 2024, in New Orleans. While Ohio State's Marvin Harrison Jr. will most assuredly be gone the Buffalo Bills' scheduled NFL draft pick at No. 28, the Texas junior tandem of Adonai Mitchell and Worthy, or perhaps Georgia's Ladd McConkey, could be available. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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[image: FILE - Georgia wide receiver Ladd McConkey (84) crosses the goal line in front of Florida linebacker Scooby Williams to score a touchdown on a 41-yard pass play during the first half of an NCAA college football game Oct. 28, 2023, in Jacksonville, Fla. While Ohio State's Marvin Harrison Jr. will most assuredly be gone the Buffalo Bills' scheduled NFL draft pick at No. 28, the Texas junior tandem of Adonai Mitchell and Xavier Worthy, or perhaps McConkey, could be available. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]
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                                        ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) -- One day, Brandon Beane joked the Buffalo Bills are going to select a receiver in each of the seven rounds of the NFL draft. 
The next, the Bills general manager saying there's no lock he's drafting a receiver in the first round.
Don't be fooled.
Hard as Beane has been working at trying to keep everyone guessing in the wake of trading Stefon Diggs to Houston, it would be difficult to imagine the Bills passing up on filling what stands as their biggest need -- and in a draft class projected to be deep at receiver.
While Ohio State's Marvin Harrison Jr. will most assuredly be gone by Buffalo's scheduled pick at No. 28, the Texas junior tandem of Adonai Mitchell and Xavier Worthy, or perhaps Georgia's Ladd McConkey, could be available.
Leave it to Beane to hedge his bets.
"If all our first-round receivers are gone and the next guy is well into the second round, but we have other positions, we're going to take the other position," Beane said. "You still gotta take good football players. And even if we don't get the player that everyone is looking for in April, it doesn't mean there's not other ways to do it."

    


Receiver was already a need before Diggs' departure, with Buffalo losing Gabe Davis to free agency. Minus Diggs, who topped 1,000 yards and 100 catches in each of his four seasons in Buffalo, the Bills are down to Khalil Shakir, coming off a promising second season, and free-agent additions Curtis Samuel and Mack Hollins. 




And don't forget tight end Dalton Kincaid, the rookie who finished second on the team with 73 catches and third with 673 yards receiving.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A bulging payroll left Beane no choice but to hit the reset button for the four-time defending AFC East champions. The salary-cap purge included Buffalo cutting center Mitch Morse, and the breakup of a veteran secondary that had been together since 2017. Cornerback Tre'Davious White and safety Jordan Poyer were cut, and safety Micah Hyde is contemplating retirement.

    


Though safety is an unlikely first-round target, adding a pass rusher is always an option -- UCLA's Laiatu Latu or Missouri's Darius Robinson are potential candidates -- especially with Von Miller turning 35.
Beane's expectations aren't diminished. 
"This organization and our fanbase needs to trust that we are going to trot out a damn good team come September," Beane said.
MOVE UP?
Beane hasn't been afraid of making moves on draft day. Buffalo currently has 10 selections, though only two (28 and 60) in the first three rounds. Buffalo, however, did land a 2025 second-round pick in the trade with Houston, which could be put into play should Beane deem it necessary.
ON THE RECEIVING END
Buffalo hasn't selected a receiver in the first round since Beane's predecessor, Doug Whaley, made the ill-fated decision to move up five spots in the order to select Sammy Watkins at No. 4 in 2014. Watkins topped 1,000 yards just once in three seasons before Beane traded him to the L.A. Rams in 2017. The Bills have selected a WR only seven times in the draft, and three times in the past 40 years (Watkins, Eric Moulds at No. 24 in 1996 and Lee Evans 13th in 2004).

    


MORE SALARY CAP SAVINGS
The Bills will have $6 million in cap space to play with by designating White as a post-June 1 cut, which is why Beane didn't rule out adding an experienced receiver by either trade or free agency before the season opens.
NEEDS
Wide receiver, defensive back, edge rusher, defensive line, offensive line and linebacker.
DON'T NEED
QB, running back or tight end.
PICK 'EM
Barring a trade up, the Bills will be selecting outside of the top 20 for a fifth consecutive year.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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The Patriots enter the NFL draft needing a QB, but could trade down to fill other needs

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: New England Patriots head coach Jerod Mayo, center, talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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[image: FILE - LSU quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) runs for a touchdown against Florida during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. Daniels is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Derick Hingle, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - LSU quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) runs for a touchdown against Florida during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. Daniels is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Derick Hingle, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - North Carolina quarterback Drake Maye (10) plays during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. Maye is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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[image: FILE - Michigan quarterback J.J. McCarthy (9) rolls out during the second half of the Rose Bowl CFP NCAA semifinal college football game against Alabama Monday, Jan. 1, 2024, in Pasadena, Calif. McCarthy is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Kyusung Gong, File)]
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        The Patriots enter the NFL draft needing a QB, but could trade down to fill other needs
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                                        FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) -- The 2024 NFL draft represents the next chapter in the remaking of the New England Patriots.
Bill Belichick is gone after driving both the franchise's on-field and personnel decisions for most of his more than two-decade run in New England.
It's created a domino effect inside team headquarters, with team owner Robert Kraft seizing on the opportunity to take a more active role in steering the direction that his six-time Super Bowl championship franchise will move into its next era.
It started with the hiring of new coach Jerod Mayo, a former player and assistant under Belichick, but someone poised to bring a looser vibe to the locker room. 
As for who will have the keys to the reshaping of Mayo's first roster, Kraft has put that in the hands of Eliot Wolf, who has a lot more power than his nebulous director of scouting title suggests.

    


He will be the lead voice inside the Patriots' draft room and have a large say in what the Patriots ultimately do with the No. 3 overall selection and the remainder of their eight total picks.
The biggest hole is clearly at quarterback after the Patriots traded 2021 first-round pick Mac Jones to Jacksonville. 




Wolf wouldn't divulge their internal ranking of the top quarterback prospects, but said "there's a general consensus how we feel about these players." 
The focus is getting quality players who can help turn the page on back-to-back losing seasons. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're going to try to get this thing right and get it back going," Wolf said.
Mayo said he has trust in the structure that's been created around him and in the personnel department's ability to find Jones' replacement and fill needs at receiver and on the offensive line.
"I'm confident we could absolutely fill those roles," Mayo said at last month's NFL owners' meetings. "In saying that, though, it's going to take time. Our philosophy as far as putting this roster together -- you want to draft and develop. When it's all said and done, you want to draft and develop. And I have 100% confidence in Eliot and his staff, weaponizing the offense and really getting us better as an overall team."

    


NEEDS
The Patriots did make a move during free agency at quarterback after jettisoning Jones, bringing back veteran Jacoby Brissett -- who was originally drafted by New England in 2016 -- to a one-year deal. But he clearly is more of a placeholder than a long-term solution. 
The Patriots still need a franchise QB. 
The Chicago Bears are expected to take 2022 Heisman Trophy winner and former USC quarterback Caleb Williams with the No. 1 overall pick. Washington is also in the market for a quarterback, leaving New England with a tough decision at No. 3.
LSU's Jayden Daniels, North Carolina's Drake Maye are considered to be the top prospects behind Williams, though Michigan's J.J. McCarthy has also gotten late buzz. All three have visited with the Patriots, but a lead candidate is unclear. 
That said, New England will be in the market for a top receiver and need help at offensive tackle to help protect whichever QB is under center. 

    


DON'T NEED
One position the Patriots are in decent shape at is at safety. Kyle Dugger's production dipped slightly from the breakout season he had in 2022, but he was still a stalwart for New England's defense. There's also decent depth behind him in Jabrill Peppers and Marte Mapu.
TRADE POSSIBILITY
As much as the Patriots don't want to miss an opportunity to select a potential quarterback of the future at No. 3, Mayo and Wolf didn't rule out the possibility of trading down, if a favorable amount of compensation were offered. 
"We sit at a very enviable spot at No. 3 where we could take someone at No. 3 or if someone offers a bag as we would say -- or a lot of first-round picks -- we'd definitely have to talk about those things as we continue to put together this team," Mayo said.
Said Wolf: "We're open to anything -- moving up, moving down. We're open for business in the first round and in every round."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Jets might have a tough call to make between a playmaker or protection at No. 10 in the NFL draft

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Georgia tight end Brock Bowers (19) carries the ball after a reception during the second half of an NCAA football game against Auburn, Saturday, Sept. 30, 2023, in Auburn, Ala. Bowers is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft. (AP Photo/Butch Dill, File)]
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[image: Oregon State offensive lineman Taliese Fuaga runs the 40-yard dash at the NFL football scouting combine, Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Indianapolis. Fuaga is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)]
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[image: New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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[image: FILE - New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers warms up before playing against the Buffalo Bills in an NFL football game, Sept. 11, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. On Tuesday, April 9, 2024, Aaron Rodgers acknowledged during a podcast interview this week he briefly thought his playing career could be over after he tore his left Achilles tendon in the New York Jets' season opener. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)]
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        Jets might have a tough call to make between a playmaker or protection at No. 10 in the NFL draft
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[image: Oregon State offensive lineman Taliese Fuaga runs the 40-yard dash at the NFL football scouting combine, Sunday, March 3, 2024, in Indianapolis. Fuaga is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)]
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[image: New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh talks with reporters during an AFC coaches availability at the NFL owners meetings, Monday, March 25, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- The NFL draft board is wide open for Joe Douglas and the New York Jets. And they might end up facing quite the dilemma.
With the 10th overall pick, Douglas could go with another playmaker to help Aaron Rodgers get the Jets into the end zone consistently. 
Or, the general manager could target another offensive lineman to make sure the 40-year-old quarterback stays upright after his debut with New York lasted just four plays last season because of a torn Achilles tendon.
"Well, I think this is an unbelievable O-line class," Douglas said last month at the NFL meetings in Orlando, Florida. "It's an unbelievable class at quite a few positions. But I think where we are at now, we have great flexibility to go in any direction that we see is best for us moving forward. 
"I think it opens the door to a lot of possibilities at 10."

    


That's due in large part to the shopping spree the Jets GM went on the past few months after New York finished 7-10 for the second straight year and extended its NFL-worst playoff drought to 13 years.
Douglas revamped the offensive line by acquiring offensive tackle Morgan Moses from Baltimore and signing two-time All-Pro and eight-time Pro Bowl selection Tyron Smith, along with former Ravens guard John Simpson.




They're all expected to start, eliminating the desperate need to take an O-lineman at No. 10. But Smith is 33 and has played only 30 games in the past four seasons because of injuries. Moses is also 33 and was sidelined for three games last season with a torn pectoral muscle that needed surgery.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

So, taking an offensive lineman such as Penn State's Olumuyiwa Fashanu, Oregon State's Taliese Fuaga or Alabama's JC Latham with an eye on the future -- and as insurance for the present -- could be in play.
The Jets also signed former Chargers wide receiver Mike Williams in the offseason as a complement to Garrett Wilson, giving New York a red zone presence and vertical threat. But Williams is coming off a torn ACL that limited him to three games last season and could keep him sidelined for the start of training camp.

    


If Georgia tight end Brock Bowers is still available when the Jets go on the clock, it might be difficult to pass on a player considered by many to be the best at his position to enter the draft in several years.
"If there is a player that we feel helps the Jets, we have the flexibility to do that," Douglas said. "So, we are thinking not only for this year, but for the future, too. But ultimately, we want to do what is best for the 2024 Jets, as well."
NEEDS
A healthy Williams should give the Jets a terrific 1-2 punch at wide receiver with Wilson. But the depth at the position is a bit shaky after that with Allen Lazard, who struggled mightily in his first season in New York, and second-year receivers Xavier Gipson and Jason Brownlee the next best options. Injuries have caused a constant churning along the offensive line, so getting depth is key. 
DON'T NEED
New York's defensive line should again be among the NFL's best, especially with the Jets acquiring edge rusher Haason Reddick from Philadelphia. The Jets are mostly set at cornerback with Sauce Gardner, D.J. Reed and Michael Carter II as high-performing starters. 

    


TIGHT SITUATION
All eyes will be on the Jets if Bowers and a top offensive tackle are still around -- if Douglas stays put at No. 10.
Taking an O-lineman would appear to be a "safe" pick. But Bowers' do-it-all abilities at tight end are tantalizing.
Only three tight ends have been taken in the top 10 in the past 10 years: Kyle Pitts (No. 4 by Atlanta, 2021), T.J. Hockenson (No. 8 by Detroit, 2019) and Eric Ebron (No. 10 by Detroit, 2014).
ZACH'S FUTURE
Quarterback Zach Wilson, the No. 2 overall pick in 2021, was given permission by the Jets to seek a trade. It could happen during the draft. 
But so far, there have been no takers. And the possible landing spots are dwindling.
Teams could be wary of the $5.45 million Wilson is guaranteed this season. It's unlikely the Jets, who signed Tyrod Taylor to be Rodgers' backup, will cut Wilson because they would take a dead money hit of about $11.2 million on the salary cap.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Hanna and Haley Cavinder say they're returning for 1 last season at Miami

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Miami's Haley Cavinder (14) and Hanna Cavinder (15) celebrate following a second-round college basketball game against Indiana in the women's NCAA Tournament Monday, March 20, 2023, in Bloomington, Ind. Haley Cavinder announced her return to Miami on Friday, April 18, 2024, one day after twin sister Hanna said she was going back to the Hurricanes. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)]
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                                        CORAL GABLES, Fla. (AP) -- The Cavinder twins are back at Miami.
One day after Hanna Cavinder revealed she was returning to the Hurricanes, twin sister Haley Cavinder said she was decommitting from TCU and headed back to Miami as well.
They were part of the Miami team that went to the Elite Eight in 2023, which -- at the time -- was expected to be their lone season with the Hurricanes. Neither played college basketball this season.
"Given the news yesterday that my sister was returning to play ball at Miami and after careful consideration and thought, I've decided to return to the University of Miami and play with Hanna for our final and 5th year," Haley Cavinder wrote on Instagram on Friday.
The Cavinder twins -- two of the most prominent athletes in the name, image and likeness era of college athletics and who have 4.5 million followers on TikTok -- announced last year that they were leaving Miami after one season. At the time, Hanna Cavinder said she was considering no longer playing, and Haley Cavinder suggested she wanted to play one more season.

    


Until this week, the expectation was that Haley Cavinder would play at TCU.




"There is nothing more important than family and the bond I share with my twin sister," Haley Cavinder wrote.
The Cavinders have both played four seasons in college, the first three at Fresno State before coming to Miami. They still have a final season of eligibility because of the NCAA ruling that restored a year of eligibility to all athletes who went through a pandemic-affected season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Haley Cavinder has 2,065 career points and averaged 12.2 points per game in 2022-23, which led that Miami team. Her 65 makes from 3-point range was another team high, by a wide margin. Hanna Cavinder averaged 3.8 points in 2022-23 season for Miami.
"Being presented with the opportunity to play together one more time is something I cannot pass up," Haley Cavinder wrote. "I am excited for this upcoming season and can't wait to play at the U."
___
AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://twitter.com/AP_Top25
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Virginia law allows the state's colleges and universities to directly pay athletes through NIL deals
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                                        Virginia's governor signed a law Thursday that allows the state's colleges and universities to directly pay athletes through name, image and likeness deals.
The law signed by Gov. Glenn Youngkin bypasses an NCAA rule that prevents schools from paying athletes under NIL guidelines. It takes effect on July 1.
NIL rules, enacted in 2021, allow college athletes to agree to deals with local and national businesses that compensate them for advertising or personal appearances. At some schools, it has led to players being granted brand new trucks to drive throughout the season -- for example -- or other amenities that are seen by many as giving the school a recruiting advantage.
"If this law gets us closer to a federal or a national solution for college athletics then it will be more than worthwhile," University of Virginia athletic director Carla Williams told ESPN. "Until then, we have an obligation to ensure we maintain an elite athletics program at UVA."
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Browns pleased with QB Deshaun Watson's progress after shoulder surgery

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson watches during the second half of an NBA basketball game between the Orlando Magic and the Golden State Warriors, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: FILE - Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson (4) sits on the bench during an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Sunday, Nov. 19, 2023, in Cleveland. For the third straight year, Cleveland is without a first-round pick after shipping three along with a handful of late-round selections to the Houston Texas in 2022 for Watson, who has yet to deliver a championship or even a playoff win. (AP Photo/Kirk Irwin, File)]
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                                        BEREA, Ohio (AP) -- While Deshaun Watson's rehab from right shoulder surgery is on a conservative track, the Cleveland Browns are expecting the quarterback to be ready for their season opener.
"We feel really good about it," general manager Andrew Berry said Thursday at his annual pre-draft news conference. "I'm not going to make any predictions, just because you just never know. But that's certainly our expectation."
Watson suffered a fracture to the glenoid bone in his throwing shoulder and had his second season with Cleveland end after just six starts. 
The 28-year-old Watson has played in 12 games since the Browns acquired him in a 2022 trade from Houston and signed him to a fully guaranteed $230 million contract.
Earlier this week, Watson said his recovery is going well. He's following a rehab regimen prescribed by his surgeon, Dr. Neal ElAttrache, who repaired his glenoid socket and a partially torn labrum on Nov. 21.

    


Watson, who was in and out of the lineup for several weeks with shoulder issues before an MRI revealed the fracture, said he's been able to throw at full speed but didn't provide many other specifics about his physical limitations.




Berry said Watson threw 40-yard passes this week as the Browns began their voluntary offseason conditioning program.
"He's in a pretty good spot," Berry said. "I don't want to put the cart in front of the horse, but he's progressing as appropriate. We're really, really pleased with the work that he's put in and really pleased with how the shoulder's responding.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"But we're still in the middle of a rehab process, so we know that it can take different left and right turns, but we're pretty optimistic in terms of what we've seen so far."
Watson said a decision about whether he participates in OTAs next month hasn't been made. He also indicated there's a chance he won't play in preseason games.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Rybakina, Vondrousova into Stuttgart quarters while Jabeur out
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                                        STUTTGART, Germany (AP) -- Fourth-seeded Elena Rybakina battled her way into the Porsche Grand Prix quarterfinals in a roller coaster 7-6 (3), 1-6, 6-4 victory over Veronika Kudermetova on Thursday.
Rybakina managed to stave off three break points towards the end of the opening set and then took control of the tiebreak. But her errors mounted in the second set as Kudermetova began to dominate.
Rybakina regained control in the decider and surged to 4-1 but more errors allowed Kudermetova to level. But the Kazakh player rallied again to take a tight service hold and close out the match.
She will face Jasmine Paolini after the Italian upset seventh-seeded Ons Jabeur 7-6 (8), 6-4.
Sixth-seeded Marketa Vondrousova was also through to the quarterfinals after seeing off Anastasia Potapova 7-6 (5), 6-1. The Wimbledon champion has lined up second-seeded Aryna Sabalenka.
Eight of the top 10 ranked women are at the tournament, the main event in the first week of clay tournaments on the WTA Tour.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Depleted New Zealand batting first against Pakistan in T20

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Umpires Aleem Dar, center in black kit, with Ahsan Raza examine condition as ground staff start work to ready ground after rain delay the start of first T20 cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]
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[image: Pitch covers with sheets during rain, which delay the start of first T20 cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]
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                                        RAWALPINDI, Pakistan (AP) -- New Zealand captain Michael Bracewell won the toss and elected to bat against Pakistan in the first Twenty20 of the five-match series on Thursday.
The series is preparation for the T20 World Cup in June in the Caribbean and United States.
Light drizzle delayed the toss for half an hour, but no overs were deducted.
Pakistan awarded T20 debuts to batters Usman Khan and Irfan Khan along with leg-spinner Abrar Ahmed after all three impressed in the recent Pakistan Super League.
Usman Khan was banned by the Emirates Cricket Board for five years for shifting his allegiance to play for his country of birth, and got the attention of Pakistan selectors after scoring back-to-back hundreds in the PSL.
Fast bowler Mohammad Amir came out of retirement for the T20 World Cup and returns to international cricket at his home venue after four years.

    


Pakistan wicketkeeper-batter Azam Khan was ruled out of the opening game after experiencing discomfort in his right knee and calf while batting in the nets on Wednesday.
New Zealand is without nine frontline T20 players, including captain Kane Williamson and Daryl Mitchell, who are playing in the Indian Premier League. 




The squad was further depleted just before the tour when Finn Allen and Adam Milne were injured in training.
New Zealand awarded a T20 debut to Tim Robinson, who scored 298 runs at an impressive strike rate of 187.42 in the Super Smash back home.
___

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lineups:
Pakistan: Babar Azam (captain), Saim Ayub, Mohammad Rizwan, Usman Khan, Iftikhar Ahmed, Irfan Khan, Shadab Khan, Shaheen Shah Afridi, Naseem Shah, Mohammad Amir, Abrar Ahmed.
New Zealand: Michael Bracewell (captain), Tim Seifert, Mark Chapman, Josh Clarkson, Jacob Duffy, Dean Foxcroft, Ben Lister, Jimmy Neesham, Ben Sears, Tim Robinson, Ish Sodhi.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                                        (All times Eastern)
Schedule subject to change and/or blackouts
Friday, April 19
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL (MEN'S)
5:25 a.m.
FS2 -- AFL: Essendon at Adelaide
11:30 p.m.
FS1 -- AFL: Port Adelaide at Collingwood
2:30 a.m. (Saturday)
FS2 -- AFL: Greater Western Sydney at Carlton
5:30 a.m. (Saturday)
FS2 -- AFL: Geelong at Brisbane
AUTO RACING
3:25 a.m.
ESPN2 -- Formula 1: Sprint Qualifying, Shanghai International Circuit, Shanghai
5:30 p.m.
FOX -- NASCAR Xfinity Series: Qualifying, Talladega Superspeedway, Talladega, Ala.
10:55 p.m.
ESPNU -- Formula 1: Sprint Shootout, Shanghai International Circuit, Shanghai
2:55 a.m. (Saturday)
ESPN2 -- Formula 1: Qualifying, Shanghai International Circuit, Shanghai
COLLEGE BASEBALL
1 p.m.
PAC-12N -- Washington at Utah
7 p.m.
ESPN2 -- Florida at Vanderbilt
7:30 p.m.
ESPNU -- TCU at Texas
8 p.m.
BTN -- Penn St. at Michigan St.
SECN -- LSU at Missouri
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7 p.m.
ACCN -- Louisville Spring Game: From Louisville, Ky.

    


COLLEGE LACROSSE (MEN'S)
6 p.m.
BTN -- Penn St. at Rutgers
7 p.m.
CBSSN -- Loyola (Md.) at Navy
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
5 p.m.
ESPNU -- Clemson at Notre Dame
6 p.m.
PAC-12N -- Washington at California
SECN -- LSU at Tennessee
7 p.m.
FS1 -- Nebraska at Michigan
8 p.m.
PAC-12N -- Arizona St. at Arizona
10 p.m.
PAC-12N -- UCLA at Stanford




GOLF
8 a.m.
GOLF -- PGA Tour: The Corales Puntacana Championship, Second Round, Puntacana Resort & Club (Corales Golf Club), Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
10 a.m.
GOLF -- LPGA Tour: The Chevron Championship, Second Round, The Club at Carlton Woods, The Woodlands, Texas

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

2 p.m.
GOLF -- PGA Tour: The RBC Heritage, Second Round, Harbour Town Golf Links, Hilton Head, S.C.
9 p.m.
GOLF -- PGA Tour Champions: The Invited Celebrity Classic, First Round, Las Calinas Country Club, Irving, Texas (Taped)
HORSE RACING
1 p.m.
FS2 -- NYRA: America's Day at the Races
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
9:30 p.m.
ESPN -- PFL Main Card: Welterweights & Featherweights, Chicago
MLB BASEBALL
2 p.m.
MLBN -- Miami at Chicago Cubs
7:20 p.m.
APPLETV+ -- Texas at Atlanta
8 p.m.
MLBN -- Regional Coverage: Milwaukee at St. Louis OR Detroit at Minnesota

    


10:15 p.m.
APPLETV+ -- Arizona at San Francisco
11 p.m.
MLBN -- Regional Coverage: NY Mets at LA Dodgers (10:10 p.m.) OR Toronto at San Diego (9:40 p.m.)
NBA BASKETBALL
7:10 p.m.
ESPN -- Eastern Conference Play-In Tournament: Chicago at Miami
9:30 p.m.
TNT -- Western Conference Play-In Tournament: Sacramento at New Orleans
TRUTV -- Western Conference Play-In Tournament: Sacramento at New Orleans (BetCast)
OLYMPIC TRIALS
6:30 p.m.
USA -- 2024 U.S. Summer Olympic Trials: Wrestling Challenge Tournament, San Jose, Calif.
RUGBY (MEN'S)
5:30 a.m. (Saturday)
FS1 -- NRL: Canberra at Brisbane
SOCCER (MEN'S)
10:45 a.m.
FS2 -- Saudi Pro League: Al-Fayha FC at Al-Nassr FC
TENNIS
5 a.m.
TENNIS -- Barcelona-ATP, Munich-ATP, Bucharest-ATP, Stuttgart-WTA, Rouen-WTA Quarterfinals
6 a.m.
TENNIS -- Barcelona-ATP, Munich-ATP, Bucharest-ATP, Stuttgart-WTA, Rouen-WTA Quarterfinals 
_____
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Italy starting Davis Cup title defense against Brazil and US plays Chile

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON (AP) -- Italy will kick off the defense of its Davis Cup title against Brazil in Bologna on Sept. 11.
The full schedule of the Davis Cup Finals group stage was announced on Thursday, with all the matches taking place from Sept. 10-15 across four cities.
Italy will also play against the Netherlands and Belgium in Group A.
The United States -- which has won the competition a record 32 times -- starts its campaign also on Sept. 11, against Chile in Zhuhai, China, before then going on to play Slovakia and Germany.
Australia, which has finished runner-up in the past two years, plays France in Valencia on Sept. 10. The Czech Republic and Spain are also in Group B.
Britain faces 2022 champion Canada on the final day in Manchester, with Finland and Argentina completing Group D.
Jannik Sinner led Italy to its first Davis Cup title in nearly five decades in November in Malaga.
This year's final eight will also be held in the Spanish city from Nov. 19-24.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Freestyle skier Alex Ferreira mixes perfect halfpipe year with pranks as his alter ego 'Hotdog Hans'

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Alex Ferreira, of the United States, celebrates his victory in the World Cup men's freeski halfpipe event in Calgary, Alberta, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024. Ferreira won every contest in the halfpipe this season. (Jeff McIntosh/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - United States' Alex Ferreira competes during the men's FIS World Cup freeski halfpipe final Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta. Ferreira won every contest in the halfpipe this season. (Dave Chidley/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - United States' Alex Ferreira, center, who won, celebrates on the podium with second-place Jon Sallinen, left, of Finland, and third-place Lee Seung-hun, of South Korea, in the men's FIS World Cup freeski halfpipe final Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta. Ferreira won every contest in the halfpipe this season. (Dave Chidley/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - United States' Alex Ferreira competes during the men's FIS World Cup freeski halfpipe final Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta. Ferreira won every contest in the halfpipe this season. (Dave Chidley/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - United States' Alex Ferreira, center, who won, celebrates on the podium with second-place Jon Sallinen, left, of Finland, and third-place Lee Seung-hun, of South Korea, in the men's FIS World Cup freeski halfpipe final Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta. Ferreira won every contest in the halfpipe this season. (Dave Chidley/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | FILE - United States' Alex Ferreira, center, who won, celebrates on the podium with second-place Jon Sallinen, left, of Finland, and third-place Lee Seung-hun, of South Korea, in the men's FIS World Cup freeski halfpipe final Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta. Ferreira won every contest in the halfpipe this season. (Dave Chidley/The Canadian Press via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
FILE - United States' Alex Ferreira, center, who won, celebrates on the podium with second-place Jon Sallinen, left, of Finland, and third-place Lee Seung-hun, of South Korea, in the men's FIS World Cup freeski halfpipe final Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta. Ferreira won every contest in the halfpipe this season. (Dave Chidley/The Canadian Press via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By PAT GRAHAM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Freestyle skier Alex Ferreira won every halfpipe contest he entered this season. His alter ego, " Hotdog Hans," won, too, by charming unsuspecting terrain-park visitors with his outlandish antics.
It was the perfect season of performing tricks and pulling pranks.
Dressed as "Hotdog Hans," an 80-ish-year-old, wisecracking, beer-swilling ski bum, Ferreira creates all sorts of havoc on the slopes. The character has turned into a social-media sensation, too, known for stunts that defy his octogenarian-appearing age. 
Behind the makeup and funny skits, though, is a driven Ferreira, a two-time Olympic medalist who's coming off a season in which he went 7 for 7 in halfpipe contests. It was a winter when he was so locked in that he impressed even his harshest critic -- himself. 
"Sounds weird to say -- I don't usually say this about myself, ever -- but I was very proud," the 29-year-old from Aspen, Colorado, said. 

    


Now, the big questions: How does he maintain this sort of hot streak leading into the 2026 Milan-Cortina Olympics? And, will he ever catch up to the popularity of "Hotdog Hans," the persona he created on a whim?




First question, first -- the Olympics are pretty much all he thinks about. It's what drives him. He will be looking to complete the Winter Games medal set after winning silver at the 2018 Pyeongchang Games and bronze four years later on a brutally cold and windy day in the mountains northwest of Beijing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm going to dedicate every single day moving forward," he said, "to getting that Olympic gold."
That's a mission endorsed by "Hotdog Hans," who was "stripped" of his "1952 gold medal" for drinking too much "golden lager" -- or so his fictional backstory goes. His alter ego is a colorful and artful soul, a reason why the prankster has gained around 226,000 followers on Instagram, while Ferreira checks in at more than 65K.
The idea was hatched by one of Ferreira's buddies a few years ago to follow in the footsteps of NBA standout Kyrie Irving dressing up as the character " Uncle Drew " in a Pepsi promotion. Ferreira & Co. figured it would be cool to race around the terrain in Aspen and other parts of the world in full costume -- complete with vintage clothing, beer can in hand -- and shock the crowd with the character's salty disposition and stunning backflips.

    


"It's nice to be able to just kind of relax and laugh a bit," explained Ferreira, who just returned from Switzerland where he filmed the latest installment of the "Hotdog Hans" series. "That's what we were going for with him."
What he was going for himself was a perfect season. 
Ferreira wasn't afraid to voice that goal to his longtime coach, Elana Chase, either, and his support team. By vocalizing the objective, it made him train even harder and focus on the little things -- like not being late for anything, even a sauna session.
"You wake up in the morning and you say, 'How do I want my life to go?'" Ferreira said. "I want my life to be in the cameras and on top of that podium."
His wins this season included the Secret Garden World Cup, Toyota U.S. Grand Prix, X Games, another U.S. Grand Prix, back-to-back Calgary Snow Rodeo events, and at the Dew Tour in Copper Mountain, Colorado, where he just may have had his most memorable run. He went switch left cork 1080 tail grab, into a right side double cork 1620 safety grab, into a left side cork 1080 tail grab, into a switch right double cork 1080 Japan grab, and finished with a left side double cork 1620 safety grab.

    


That translates into 18 rotations and eight flips in every direction. It's just the tip of the iceberg, too, as Ferreira and his team plan to raise the volume. 
"The degree of difficulty is going to increase. The creativity is going to change. Because it's a constantly moving sport," said Chase, who first met Ferreira when he was 9 years old and jumping on a trampoline to practice his tricks. "So if you even have the audacity to try to do the same thing two years in a row, it's not going to work for you."
There was a time when Ferreira considered soccer his potential calling. Understandable given his father, Marcelo, was a professional player from Argentina. But the slopes beckoned Alex Ferreira. 

    


Chase has been a driving force behind his success. She teaches him as much about double-corks as the importance of credit scores. They have honest conversations about winning, too.
"We can really get down to the nitty-gritty and discuss winning without thinking those superstitious thoughts," said Ferreira, who in his spare time designs pickleball courts and teaches lessons. "There are no secrets to success. All the greats talk about it. They just get down to hard work."
As his winning streak continued throughout the season, the pressure soared, too. That's what made winning his final competition at Copper Mountain so special.

    


To celebrate, his mom made lasagna and he sat around chatting with family and friends. They played some Mario Kart, too. 
Nice and mellow.
Soon after, it was back into the zany role of "Hotdog Hans" for some good-natured mischief on the slopes. 
"It brings people so much joy," Ferreira said. "We're trying to give them the most funny vibes we can."
___
AP Winter Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/winter-olympicsAP
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Champions League rules leave teams chasing a moving target in the Bundesliga

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Dortmund's players celebrate with fans after winning the Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Atletico Madrid at the Signal-Iduna Park in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Dortmund stands in the semifinal against PSG. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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[image: From left, Leipzig's players Amadou Haidara, Willi Orban, scorer Dani Olmo and Mohamed Simakan celebrate the opening goal during the German Bundesliga soccer match between RB Leipzig and VfL Wolfsburg in Leipzig, Germany, Saturday, April 13, 2024. (Jan Woitas/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Augsburg's Phillip Tietz, right, celebrates with teammates after scoring the opening goal during the German Bundesliga soccer match between Union Berlin and Augsburg, at the WWK-Arena in Augsburg, Germany, Friday, April 12, 2024. (Tom Weller/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Kaiserslautern's Almamy Toure, centre left, celebrates after scoring his side's second goal with Boris Tomiak, centre right, Marlon Ritter, left, and Julian Niehues during the German Soccer Cup semifinal soccer match between 1. FC Saarbrucken and 1. FC Kaiserslautern at Ludwigspark Stadium in Saarbrucken, Germany, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. (Uwe Anspach/dpa via AP)]
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                                        DUESSELDORF, Germany (AP) -- How many teams qualify for the Champions League from the Bundesliga?
Definitely four. Probably five. Possibly six. 
Bayern Munich's and Borussia Dortmund's heroics in reaching the Champions League semifinals mean the fight for European qualification in Germany is complex, ever changing and could leave teams relying on their rivals to succeed.
It's like chasing a moving target for clubs such as Dortmund, Leipzig, Eintracht Frankfurt and Freiburg. They may not know which competition they're in until two weeks after the Bundesliga season wraps up on May 18.
There are some potentially strange outcomes, too. Currently seventh ahead of playing Frankfurt on Friday, Augsburg could qualify for the Champions League, the Europa League, the Conference League or no competition at all. Lowly Kaiserslautern could play the Europa League from the third division next season.

    


The main cause of the uncertainty is the revamped Champions League expanding from 32 to 36 teams next season, when it also introduces a new league round to replace groups. It's still the biggest stage in European soccer, with prize money roughly four times that of the Europa League.




Two of those extra spots will go to fifth-place teams from leagues whose teams perform best in European competitions this season. Those spots are likely -- but not yet certain -- to head to Italy and Germany, whose advantage over third-placed England was boosted when Bayern knocked out Arsenal in the Champions League quarterfinals on Wednesday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

So far, so good. If Frankfurt doesn't beat Augsburg on Friday, then the top five is set to be some combination of champion Bayer Leverkusen, Bayern, Stuttgart, Leipzig and Dortmund. 
However, Dortmund -- which hosts Leverkusen on Sunday -- could win the Champions League and still finish fifth. In that case, Dortmund would qualify for the Champions League with the spot reserved for the defending champion and Germany would get a sixth place.

    


Teams fighting for sixth in the Bundesliga may not know for sure what they've qualified for until the Champions League final at Wembley on June 1, two weeks after the Bundesliga has finished. That uncertainty won't help transfer planning. Frankfurt sits sixth but has to hold off the likes of Augsburg, Freiburg, Hoffenheim and even promoted Heidenheim.
The Europa League picture is even more confused. The highest-placed team not in the Champions League will qualify -- but may not know it until June. 
Leverkusen is going for a domestic double in the German Cup final against second-division Kaiserslautern on May 25. If Leverkusen wins that, another Europa League spot goes to the next highest Bundesliga team -- but if Kaiserslautern can pull off the shock of the century and win the cup, it would qualify. No matter that Kaiserslautern is currently at risk of dropping into the third division.
The Conference League? Good luck predicting that. It depends on all of the above. 
Besides the title, already secured by Leverkusen last weekend, the other part of the Bundesliga table with some clarity is the relegation fight.

    


Last-placed Darmstadt will be relegated if it loses to Cologne on Saturday and 16th-placed Mainz avoids defeat to Freiburg on Sunday. Cologne and Mainz are trying to escape danger and drag in teams like 14th-placed Wolfsburg and 15th-placed Bochum, both of which have new coaches struggling to get to grips with their teams.
Union Berlin, which played in the Champions League this season, isn't yet safe either in 13th and has the daunting task of facing Bayern on Saturday.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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China-born Zhou Guanyu will be a star regardless of who wins the F1 race in Shanghai

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu of China attends a press conference ahead of the Chinese Formula One Grand Prix at the Shanghai International Circuit in Shanghai, China, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu of China, left, speaks next to Aston Martin driver Fernando Alonso of Spain during a press conference ahead of the Chinese Formula One Grand Prix at the Shanghai International Circuit in Shanghai, China, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu of China, front right, walks on the paddock area ahead of the Chinese Formula One Grand Prix at the Shanghai International Circuit in Shanghai, China, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu of China steers his car during the qualifying session at the Suzuka Circuit in Suzuka, central Japan, Saturday, April 6, 2024, ahead of Sunday's Japanese Formula One Grand Prix. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu, right, of China and teammate Valtteri Bottas of Finland wave during the drivers parade ahead of the Australian Formula One Grand Prix at Albert Park, in Melbourne, Australia, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Barbour)]
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[image: Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu of China walks on the paddock area ahead of the Chinese Formula One Grand Prix at the Shanghai International Circuit in Shanghai, China, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu of China steers his car during the qualifying session at the Suzuka Circuit in Suzuka, central Japan, Saturday, April 6, 2024, ahead of Sunday's Japanese Formula One Grand Prix. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu, right, of China and teammate Valtteri Bottas of Finland wave during the drivers parade ahead of the Australian Formula One Grand Prix at Albert Park, in Melbourne, Australia, Sunday, March 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Scott Barbour)]
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                                        SHANGHAI (AP) -- Formula 1 returns to China this weekend after a five-year absence. And no matter who wins on Sunday, the star locally will be China-born driver Zhou Guanyu.
Despite his so-so results, Zhou is being promoted as a celebrity in China. He's the subject of a new film as the first Chinese driver to compete in F1. And he's, of course, a favorite of sponsors who want a Chinese connection.
Ahead of the first grand prix weekend in Shanghai since 2019, Zhou described it as more than a race for him, saying, "With a Chinese driver on the grid, we will write history."
By the time he got to the driver's news conference on Thursday, where the questions to him ranged from China's economy and politics to its burgeoning auto industry's future potential in F1, Zhou had spent more than a week doing promotional work and meetings with sponsors, backers and fans.

    


"I've been extremely busy, you know -- the busiest man, probably, in Shanghai over the last week and a half," he said. "A lot of activities done. It's great to see the support from the country already."
Zhou has never won a F1 race. In 48 races since 2022, he's yet to even reach the podium. In the last grand prix almost two weeks ago in Japan, his Sauber retired with a gearbox failure and he placed 18th out of 20.




In 2023, he finished 18th with only six points from 22 races.
But the numbers don't matter much in the search for a hometown hero in F1.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The pressure ... of course, this race is a little bit higher, but I don't think it gets much more than for me than my debut in Formula 1," he said. "Because by now everything feels a lot more familiar than back in the day. First day here is completely different ... now's third season."
Zhou was born in Shanghai and, though he's spent many of his formative years in England, Sunday's race is a homecoming for him -- and for the race. The last grand prix in China was in 2019, and the next four were canceled during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

    


Seven-time world champion Lewis Hamilton won the 2019 race. However, his last victory anywhere was in 2021. The Japanese GP two weeks ago was the 49th straight race Hamilton failed to win.
The Chinese GP weekend will include a sprint race on Saturday. Drivers have raised concerns about the sprint being run on a track that has not been seen since 2019.
The only practice is scheduled for Friday, followed by sprint qualifying. Saturday has the sprint race, and qualifying for Sunday -- all on a newly paved track.
Zhou noted tickets sold out quicker than ever for the Chinese GP, with interest in the series growing exponentially since he watched his first F1 race.
"For me, of course, it's been 20 years waiting until this grand prix," he said. "Coming back here being an F1 driver ... yeah, I can't wait.
"A lot of mixed emotions, of course, but I want to treat it as much as normal race weekend."
A film about Zhou's life will be released Friday by the Shanghai Media Group, a state-owned company and one of China's largest media conglomerates. The 90-minute Chinese-language documentary is entitled "The First One."

    


The race is part of a campaign by the national and provincial governments to lure tourists back to China following the pandemic. It's also part of an effort to keep businesses from moving investment out of the country .
China is relatively new to auto racing, and Shanghai held its first GP in 2004. In a statement last month, China's General Administration of Sport -- combined with the commerce and culture ministry -- indicated sports events were a priority.
The statement urged the recognition of "the comprehensive benefits of sports events" and cultural tourism to "fully release consumption potential."
The national statistical bureau said 82.03 million inbound tourists entered mainland China in 2023, down from 145.31 million in 2019. Visitors from Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao are counted as inbound tourists and their numbers have reached 81% of 2019 levels.
However the report, compiled by a branch of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, said "inbound and outbound visits by foreigners only returned to 36% of the 2019 level."

    


According to statistics, in 2023, the number of inbound tourists received by travel agencies was less than 10% of 2019, reflecting the low recovery level in the tourism market.
Zhou is part of the effort to show the global community that China is open for business and tourism. His race helmet will show details of Shanghai's subway system and famous landmarks around the city.
"It's an opportunity to inspire and pave the path for future generations being interested in the sport," Zhou said. 
___
AP researcher Caroline Chen in Beijing contributed.
___
AP Formula 1: https://apnews.com/hub/formula-one
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Juventus ordered to pay Ronaldo more than $10 million in salary dispute

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates after scoring a goal during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Verona and Juventus at the Bentegodi stadium in Verona, Italy, on Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021. Juventus has been ordered to pay Cristiano Ronaldo more than $10 million by an arbitration board following a salary dispute with one of his former clubs. The dispute regarded a move by Juventus players to defer part of their salaries during the coronavirus pandemic. (Paola Garbuio/LaPresse via AP, File)]
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                                        TURIN, Italy (AP) -- Juventus has been ordered to pay Cristiano Ronaldo more than $10 million by an arbitration board following a salary dispute.
The dispute regarded a move by Juventus players to defer part of their salaries during the coronavirus pandemic.
The 9.8 million euros ($10.5 million) that Juventus was ordered to pay Ronaldo is half the amount that the five-time Ballon d'Or winner had been seeking from the Turin club in back wages.
Juventus said in a statement late Wednesday that "with the support of its legal counsel" it's "reviewing the decision made by the arbitration board, reserving all assessments and initiatives to preserve its rights."
Ronaldo played for Juventus from 2018-21, helping the club to two Serie A titles.
Former Juventus president Andrea Agnelli and the entire club board resigned in 2023 amid an investigation into false accounting -- which then resulted in a 10-point penalty for Juventus in Serie A and a ban by UEFA from Europe for this season.
Ronaldo now plays for Al-Nassr in Saudi Arabia.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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The Milan derby. The Serie A title. A 2nd star. Inter can win it all in a single night

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Inter Milan's Marcus Thuram celebrates after scoring his side's opening goal during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Inter Milan and Cagliari at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, Sunday, April 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Inter Milan's Alexis Sanchez, right, heads the ball during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Inter Milan and Cagliari at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, Sunday, April 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Inter Milan's head coach Simone Inzaghi gestures during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Inter Milan and Cagliari at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, Sunday, April 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Inter Milan's Hakan Calhanoglu, right, celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Inter Milan and Cagliari at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, Sunday, April 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Inter Milan's Federico Dimarco has a shot during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Inter Milan and Cagliari at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, Sunday, April 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- A derby win. A Serie A title. A second star.
Inter Milan has an unprecedented chance to secure all three achievements at once with a win over AC Milan on Monday.
And city bragging rights might mean more than anything.
"It's an incredible opportunity," Inter midfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan said.
Entering with a 14-point advantage over second-place Milan, Inter can stretch its lead to an insurmountable 17 points with five rounds remaining. That would secure Inter's 20th Italian league title and earn the Nerazzurri a second star on their shirts.
A star is awarded for every 10 Serie A titles. Inter and Milan have each won the Italian league 19 times. Only Juventus, which has a record 36 titles and thus three stars, has won more.
"We're almost at the top of the mountain and we can't wait to see the view. But we're not quite there yet," said Inter coach Simone Inzaghi, who is poised to win the league for the first time as a coach. "We still need some points and we want to get them as soon as possible."

    


With Milan being the home club, most of the San Siro will be decked out in red and black, with only one end of the stadium reserved for Inter's supporters.




Milan will be motivated after Inter routed the Rossoneri 5-1 in this season's first derby in September.
It's not the first Derby della Madonnina with added significance.
Inter beat Milan in both legs of the Champions League semifinals last season and also won the Italian Super Cup played in Saudi Arabia against Milan last year -- with the two rivals meeting a record five times last season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When Inter won Serie A three years ago, the team was denied an open-air bus celebration due to the coronavirus pandemic. And the team would have to wait an extra day this time due to public safety concerns.
Milan officials are concerned that a victory parade Monday night would run into potential conflict with Milan fans returning home from the derby combined with more Inter supporters streaming out of their homes to join in on the celebration. Plus, local police are scheduled to go on strike Monday.

    


So the bus parade would not happen until Tuesday if Inter wins.
If Inter doesn't win, the next chance to clinch will come against Torino at the San Siro the following weekend.
Whenever it happens -- a trophy for Inter seems a certainty -- the title will crown a season in which Inter was not the preseason favorite.
Napoli was favored to repeat after its dominant performance last season but lies only eighth in the current standings, a whopping 34 points behind Inter.
Despite losing Romelu Lukaku to Roma, Inter has exceeded all expectations with Marcus Thuram more than making up for the Belgian's departure with 11 goals and seven assists.
Inter captain Lautaro Martinez, who has a league-high 23 goals, is poised to be presented with the Serie A trophy after Inter's last home game against Lazio on May 19.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer
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Daniele De Rossi's contract at Roma is extended just 3 months after replacing Jose Mourinho

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Roma's head coach Daniele De Rossi calls out to his players during the Europa League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between AC Milan and Roma at the San Siro Stadium, in Milan, Italy, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Roma's head coach Daniele De Rossi, center, celebrates at the end of the Europa League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between AC Milan and Roma at the San Siro Stadium, in Milan, Italy, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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[image: Roma's head coach Daniele De Rossi, center, celebrates at the end of the Europa League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between AC Milan and Roma at the San Siro Stadium, in Milan, Italy, Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Daniele De Rossi's contract at Roma has been extended after just three months on the job, club owners Dan and Ryan Friedkin announced Thursday.
"After meeting yesterday afternoon with Daniele De Rossi, we are delighted to announce he will continue as head coach of AS Roma after this season and for the foreseeable future," the Friedkins said in a statement. "In his short tenure as head coach, the positive impact that his leadership has brought to the entire club has told its own story."
When De Rossi, a former Roma captain, took over for the fired Jose Mourinho in January with a contract through the end of the season, Roma was languishing in ninth place and at risk of missing out on qualifying for Europe. Under De Rossi, Roma has surged to fifth place and is in contention for a Champions League spot.
In 16 games across all competitions under De Rossi, Roma has won 11, drawn three and lost two. The only defeat under De Rossi in Serie A came against Italian leader Inter Milan, with the other loss being a 1-0 defeat to Brighton in the second leg of the Europa League round of 16 after Roma had virtually secured advancement with a 4-0 victory in the opening leg.

    


The owners' announcement comes ahead of a Europa League quarterfinal second leg against AC Milan later Thursday -- with Roma holding a 1-0 lead from the first leg.
"We couldn't be happier to build a long-term project with Daniele," the Friedkins said. "Further details to follow in the coming days."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/Soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/de-rossi-roma-contract-extension-97c1dde8a2616b2790dc5fec4d15f544
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    [image: Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger makes a diving save during a St. Louis Blues power play as the Stars' Esa Lindell looks on in the first period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Fans cheer after the Dallas Stars won in a shootout during an NHL hockey game against the St. Louis Blues in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. With the win the Stars clinched the top seed in the Western Conference. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: The Dallas Stars celebrate after the team's 2-1 win in a shootout against the St. Louis Blues in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) deflects a shot with his arm pad under pressure from Dallas Stars center Logan Stankoven (11) during the second period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars right wing Evgenii Dadonov skates to the penalty box after being issued a penalty for tripping in the first period of an NHL hockey game against the St. Louis Blues in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The game was Dadonov's first since returning from injury. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) blocks a shot from Dallas Stars center Matt Duchene (95) as Colton Parayko (55) and Nick Leddy help defend on the play in the first period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) blocks a shot by Dallas Stars' Jason Robertson (21) as Blues' Tyler Tucker (75) and Marco Scandella (6) help defend on the play during the first period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: St. Louis Blues' Brayden Schenn (10) and Robert Thomas (18) celebrate after Thomas scored against the Dallas Stars during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars defenseman Thomas Harley (55) and St. Louis Blues center Robert Thomas (18) compete for the puck during the second period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) looks to take control of the puck in front of St. Louis Blues center Robert Thomas (18) in the third period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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    [image: Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger makes a diving save during a St. Louis Blues power play as the Stars' Esa Lindell looks on in the first period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Fans cheer after the Dallas Stars won in a shootout during an NHL hockey game against the St. Louis Blues in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. With the win the Stars clinched the top seed in the Western Conference. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: The Dallas Stars celebrate after the team's 2-1 win in a shootout against the St. Louis Blues in an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) deflects a shot with his arm pad under pressure from Dallas Stars center Logan Stankoven (11) during the second period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars right wing Evgenii Dadonov skates to the penalty box after being issued a penalty for tripping in the first period of an NHL hockey game against the St. Louis Blues in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The game was Dadonov's first since returning from injury. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) blocks a shot from Dallas Stars center Matt Duchene (95) as Colton Parayko (55) and Nick Leddy help defend on the play in the first period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) blocks a shot by Dallas Stars' Jason Robertson (21) as Blues' Tyler Tucker (75) and Marco Scandella (6) help defend on the play during the first period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) blocks a shot by Dallas Stars' Jason Robertson (21) as Blues' Tyler Tucker (75) and Marco Scandella (6) help defend on the play during the first period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 10
St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) blocks a shot by Dallas Stars' Jason Robertson (21) as Blues' Tyler Tucker (75) and Marco Scandella (6) help defend on the play during the first period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: St. Louis Blues' Brayden Schenn (10) and Robert Thomas (18) celebrate after Thomas scored against the Dallas Stars during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars defenseman Thomas Harley (55) and St. Louis Blues center Robert Thomas (18) compete for the puck during the second period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) looks to take control of the puck in front of St. Louis Blues center Robert Thomas (18) in the third period of an NHL hockey game in Dallas, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Jake Oettinger made 26 saves in regulation and overtime before stopping all three attempts in the shootout as the Central Division champion Dallas Stars beat the St. Louis Blues 2-1 in their regular-season finale Wednesday night.
When they earned one point by getting to overtime, the Stars clinched the No. 1 seed in the Western Conference playoffs. They ended up with two points thanks to Oettinger and Jason Robertson, who scored with a nifty backhand on the first shot of the shootout, which held up for the victory. 
"It was a good test for us, kind of getting us ready for the playoffs," Robertson said.
The last time Dallas was the top seed in the West was 2016, also the year of its previous Central Division title. The Stars (52-21-9) finished with 113 points, the most since their franchise-record 114 in 1998-99 on the way to winning their only Stanley Cup title. They were one win shy of the record 53 set in 2005-06.

    


Fans cheered in the closing seconds of regulation knowing Dallas had already secured the No. 1 seed and home-ice advantage throughout the Western Conference playoffs. Pacific Division champion Vancouver has one game left, but can only reach 111 points with a win Thursday.




"That's great. We want to have home ice as much as we can," said Oettinger, who allowed two goals or fewer for the 10th time in his last 11 games. "Now the real fun starts." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Stars will play either reigning Stanley Cup champion Vegas (98 points) or the Los Angeles Kings (97 points) in the first round of the playoffs. Both have home games Thursday night to finish the regular season. One of them will finish third in the Pacific Division and the other will be a wild card headed to Dallas, where the Golden Knights last season wrapped up the Western Conference Final with a Game 6 victory.
St. Louis (43-33-6) had already been eliminated from playoff contention and finished ninth in the Western Conference with 92 points. That put the Blues five points behind the Kings for the final playoff spot.

    


Blues goalie Jordan Binnington made 36 saves. The only goal he gave up in regulation and overtime was Mason Marchment's 22nd with 14:49 left in the third period on a sweeping turnaround shot just outside the crease. 
"We showed that we can compete with the best, for sure, and hopefully that sends a message to evolve the team to make some decisions that are for the better and for us to be more competitive next year," Binnington said. "It's unfortunate to not make the playoffs, but it's a good final game and we have more. There are better days ahead."
Oettinger made an incredible diving save with his skates off the ice while the Blues were on a power play in the first period. He was screened while outside the crease to the left of the net when Robert Thomas made a pass from that side to defenseman Scott Perunovich above the circles. Thomas took a wicked shot, and Oettinger lunged across the front of the net and was in the air when he knocked down the puck with his glove.
The penalty that led to that power play was a tripping call against Dallas forward Evgenii Dadonov, playing for the first time since sustaining a lower-body injury on Feb. 13 that caused him to miss 29 games.

    


Thomas scored from the left of Oettinger with 2:41 left in the second period. His 26th goal came on a shot from the middle of the circle over Oettinger's right shoulder into the top corner of the net for a 1-0 lead.
UP NEXT
St. Louis goes into another long offseason. It is the first time since 2011 that the Blues missed the playoffs in back-to-back years.
Dallas waits to see who and when it plays at home in the first two games of the playoffs. 
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/NHL
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Coyotes close out 28-year tenure in Arizona with 5-2 win over Oilers

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Arizona Coyotes' Logan Cooley, right, Michael Carcone (53) and Josh Doan arrive on the ice prior to the team's NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. The Coyotes are moving to Salt Lake City in a deal that could be signed less than 24 hours after the game. Hockey could return, perhaps within five years, but the stark reality is this is the end for the foreseeable future. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers center Adam Henrique (19) and Arizona Coyotes defenseman Juuso Valimaki (4) vie for the puck during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Coyotes fans hold up signs during the second period of the team's NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. The Coyotes are moving to Salt Lake City in a deal that could be signed less than 24 hours after the game. Hockey could return, perhaps within five years, but the stark reality is this is the end for the foreseeable future. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Coyotes center Liam O'Brien (38) scores a goal against Edmonton Oilers goaltender Calvin Pickard (30) as Oilers defenseman Philip Broberg, right rear, watches during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 6 | Arizona Coyotes center Liam O'Brien (38) scores a goal against Edmonton Oilers goaltender Calvin Pickard (30) as Oilers defenseman Philip Broberg, right rear, watches during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Edmonton Oilers defenseman Mattias Ekholm (14) skates with the puck in front of Arizona Coyotes center Logan Cooley, left, during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther skates past fans as players warm up for an NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. The Coyotes are moving to Salt Lake City in a deal that could be signed less than 24 hours after the game. Hockey could return, perhaps within five years, but the stark reality is this is the end for the foreseeable future. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers center Adam Henrique (19) and Arizona Coyotes defenseman Juuso Valimaki (4) vie for the puck during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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Edmonton Oilers center Adam Henrique (19) and Arizona Coyotes defenseman Juuso Valimaki (4) vie for the puck during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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[image: Arizona Coyotes fans hold up signs during the second period of the team's NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. The Coyotes are moving to Salt Lake City in a deal that could be signed less than 24 hours after the game. Hockey could return, perhaps within five years, but the stark reality is this is the end for the foreseeable future. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Coyotes center Liam O'Brien (38) scores a goal against Edmonton Oilers goaltender Calvin Pickard (30) as Oilers defenseman Philip Broberg, right rear, watches during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers defenseman Mattias Ekholm (14) skates with the puck in front of Arizona Coyotes center Logan Cooley, left, during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Coyotes' Dylan Guenther skates past fans as players warm up for an NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. The Coyotes are moving to Salt Lake City in a deal that could be signed less than 24 hours after the game. Hockey could return, perhaps within five years, but the stark reality is this is the end for the foreseeable future. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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                                        TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) -- The Coyotes closed out their 28-year Arizona tenure as winners, getting a goal and an assist from Dylan Guenther in a 5-2 victory over the Edmonton Oilers on Wednesday night. 
The Coyotes buzzed early at Mullett Arena and closed strong in their final game before moving to Salt Lake City.
Liam O'Brien got the finale started with a goal less than three minutes in and Sean Durzi capped it with a empty-net goal to send Coyotes fans home happy -- at least for one last night. Matias Maccelli and Lawson Crouse also scored, and Connor Ingram had 25 saves for Arizona.
"This is the last one in Arizona for a little bit and we wanted to have a good effort, show that to the fans," Coyotes forward Clayton Keller said.
Sam Carrick and Warren Foegele scored for the playoff-bound Oilers. Calvin Pickard had 16 saves in the first game of a back-to-back to close the regular season for Edmonton.

    


"You talk about the game, getting ready for an emotional one, they're going to come out hard," Oilers coach Kris Knoblauch said. "But we're also looking to the playoffs. We played OK and maybe you win some games like that."




The Coyotes and their fans spent years hoping relocation rumors wouldn't come through.
Rumor became reality this week when Alex Meruelo agreed to sell franchise's hockey operations to Utah Jazz owner Ryan Smith, who intends to move the team to Salt Lake City.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Coyotes franchise could be revived; Meruelo will have the rights to an expansion team if he can build a new arena within five years.
That made Wednesday night's game a finale one way or another and the fans treated it like one big party, creating a buzz unlike any during the Coyotes' two years at Mullett Arena.
The Coyotes felt the energy and fed off it, opening with some big hits and a goal by O'Brien 2:18 in, sending the roaring crowd to their feet.
"There were a lot of emotions and there was a lot of sadness," Coyotes coach Andre Tourigny said. "We've gone through a bit of adversity and I'm really proud the way the players responded."

    


The Oilers killed the buzz by turning up the pressure and tying it on Carrick's redirected goal midway through the first period.
Ingram made some difficult saves and Maccelli got the party rolling again by scoring on a breakaway late in the second period, setting off a roar that was followed by a chant of "Salt Lake sucks!"
Crouse made it 3-1 by flipping a backhander past Pickard early in the third period, but Foegele tied it with a shot from the slot that beat Ingram to the glove side.
Guenther pushed it back to a two-goal lead and Durzi capped the festive desert finale after Edmonton pulled Pickard for an extra attacker.
"We knew what we were going to get in terms of them being fired up, playing in front of their fans tonight," Pickard said. "It wasn't a great start, but we kind of bounced back."
--
This story has been updated to correct the number of years the Coyotes played at Mullett Arena to two instead of three.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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Party's over: Coyotes end tenure in the desert with raucous atmosphere before move

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Arizona Coyotes fans start to gather for what is expected to be the franchise's final NHL hockey game in the Phoenix area, against the Edmonton Oilers, at the main entrance to Mullett Arena on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: Arizona Coyotes fans start to find their seats at Mullett Arena prior to the team's NHL hockey game against the Edmonton Oilers on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. The team is expected to be sold and moved to Sale Lake City. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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                                        TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) -- Mullett Arena buzzed like few times in the two years since the Arizona Coyotes moved in, the fans amped for one last desert hurrah.
For 60 minutes, they got one last chance to watch the team they came to love before the franchise as they know it is no more.
The Coyotes are moving to Salt Lake City in a deal that could be signed less than 24 hours after Wednesday night's 5-2 win over Edmonton. Hockey could return, perhaps within five years, but the stark reality is this is the end for the foreseeable future.
"It's sad, it's upsetting," said Ryan Travis, a Coyotes season-ticket holder since 2001. "I can't believe it's finally come to an end. I can't believe this is how it's going to end."
Coyotes fans had been dreading this moment, hoping it never would happen.
They remained loyal through multiple ownership changes. They followed the team to three different arenas. They shrugged off the near-constant relocation rumors.

    


Reality hit this week.
There will be a new owner. Utah Jazz owner Ryan Smith is expected to buy the franchise from current owner Alex Meruelo in a $1.2 billion deal through the NHL, as early as Thursday.




The team is moving. The deal, once signed and approved by the NHL Board of Governors, will turn over the franchise's hockey operations to Smith, who intends to move it to Salt Lake City.
There could be a new arena -- eventually. Meruelo had been pursuing a tract of land in north Phoenix to build it. When delays pushed the land auction until June, the NHL and the players' association got cold feet about continuing to play at Mullett Arena, the loud-but-bandbox-sized venue shared with Arizona State University.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meruelo was adamant about not selling the team despite constant offers since he bought in 2019, but also didn't want the players stuck playing in a 5,000-seat arena -- by far the NHL's smallest -- that wasn't up to league standards.

    


With no guarantee he would have an arena and with no other options, Meruelo agreed to sell the franchise.
The caveat: Arizona will get an expansion team if a new arena is built within five years.
A small light at the end of what will likely be a very long tunnel, but with far more darkness than hope.
"It's been a hard 20-25 years, not knowing where home is going to be," said Coyotes rookie Josh Doan, who grew up in the Valley during his father Shane's long tenure as Coyotes' captain. "It's one of those things where you want to send them off on the right note and get the win tonight for them."
The Coyotes gave their fans just that with the win over the Oilers.
As the players celebrated, the hockey staff poured onto the ice to join them for celebrations and a team photo. A few players tossed their sticks over the glass to fans and everyone passed hugs around as the fans started a chant of "We love you, Coy-otes!"
"It was a little different this morning," Coyotes forward Clayton Keller said. "Even after the first couple of shifts, it felt weird. Being the last one was a little tough, but we were able to settle in and get going from there."

    


It will be a bitter sendoff for the fans.
They rallied when the Coyotes unexpectedly reached the 2012 Western Conference Finals, but the desert has been dry outside of a trip to the NHL's 2020 postseason bubble.
Thanks to moves by general manager Bill Armstrong, the Coyotes appear to be headed back in the right direction. He blew up the team, jettisoning veterans for a slew of draft picks that became the core of a young, talented team.
With the move, Coyotes fans will now have to watch the rebuilding progress from afar instead of in their own backyard.
"Hopefully hockey comes back," Travis said. "Hockey belongs in the desert. It's thriving right now with youth hockey, so hopefully this is just a pause, not an actual ending." 
Pause or ending, Coyotes fans treated the final game at the Mullett with one big party -- even if it was a wake.
--
This story has been updated to correct that the Coyotes moved into Mullett Arena two years ago instead of three. 
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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    [image: Tampa Bay Lightning right wing Nikita Kucherov, right, celebrates after assisting on a goal by center Brayden Point, left, during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. The assist was Kucherov's 100th of the season. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Tampa Bay Lightning right wing Nikita Kucherov (86) celebrates with the bench after his goal against the Toronto Maple Leafs during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe speaks with Auston Matthews (34) during the third period of the team's NHL hockey game against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe and players William Nylander (88), Auston Matthews (34) and Noah Gregor (18) react on the bench during the third period of the team's NHL hockey game against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs right wing Pontus Holmberg (29) celebrates his goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews (34) protects the puck as Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Matt Tomkins (90) and Nick Perbix (48) defend during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews (34) is chased by Tampa Bay Lightning's Nick Perbix (48) as goaltender Matt Tomkins (90) plays the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Tampa Bay Lightning center Steven Stamkos (91) fires a shot against the Toronto Maple Leafs during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Tampa Bay Lightning left wing Anthony Duclair (10) celebrates after scoring against the Toronto Maple Leafs during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs right wing Ryan Reaves (75) battles with Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Matt Dumba (24) for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Tampa Bay Lightning right wing Nikita Kucherov (86) celebrates with the bench after his goal against the Toronto Maple Leafs during the first period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe speaks with Auston Matthews (34) during the third period of the team's NHL hockey game against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe speaks with Auston Matthews (34) during the third period of the team's NHL hockey game against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe and players William Nylander (88), Auston Matthews (34) and Noah Gregor (18) react on the bench during the third period of the team's NHL hockey game against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs right wing Pontus Holmberg (29) celebrates his goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Toronto Maple Leafs right wing Pontus Holmberg (29) celebrates his goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 10
Toronto Maple Leafs right wing Pontus Holmberg (29) celebrates his goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews (34) protects the puck as Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Matt Tomkins (90) and Nick Perbix (48) defend during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews (34) protects the puck as Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Matt Tomkins (90) and Nick Perbix (48) defend during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 10
Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews (34) protects the puck as Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Matt Tomkins (90) and Nick Perbix (48) defend during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews (34) is chased by Tampa Bay Lightning's Nick Perbix (48) as goaltender Matt Tomkins (90) plays the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Tampa Bay Lightning center Steven Stamkos (91) fires a shot against the Toronto Maple Leafs during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Tampa Bay Lightning left wing Anthony Duclair (10) celebrates after scoring against the Toronto Maple Leafs during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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[image: Toronto Maple Leafs right wing Ryan Reaves (75) battles with Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Matt Dumba (24) for the puck during the third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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                                        TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -- Auston Matthews came up empty in his bid to become the ninth player in NHL history to score 70 goals in a season, but Tampa Bay's Nikita Kucherov became the fifth player to have a 100-assist season as the Lightning beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 6-4 on Wednesday night.
Matthews was denied on all seven first-period shots by 29-year-old rookie goalie Matt Tomkins, then rocketed a shot off the post midway through the second period. Tomkins finished with 34 saves, including 12 on Matthews, in his sixth NHL start.
"I wanted it, for sure, but it just wasn't meant to be," said Matthews, who went scoreless on back-to-back nights against the Florida Panthers and Lightning. "The most important thing is the team and the team's success, making sure I'm pulling my weight as a leader on this team and help the team win. That's where my focus is at."

    


Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe said there's more to Matthews' game than putting the puck in the net.
"He's played so tremendously well," Keefe said. "I know there's been a lot of focus on him reaching 70 goals; you kind of lose sight of how well he's played. The way he's played these last two games -- give him those types of chances and those types of shots, and he could have had 75. It wasn't meant to be, and that's OK -- 69 is an unbelievable season."




Kucherov, the NHL's scoring leader with 144 points, scored a first-period goal, then set up Brayden Point's power-play goal with 2:55 left in the second for the history-making assist. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a special moment," Kucherov said. "Thanks to my teammates and coaching staff for putting me in position to have success. I'm fortunate to play with great players."
He reached the milestone two days after Edmonton's Connor McDavid did it.
"It's incredible ... the fifth time and two are this year. It's remarkable," Point said. "Just watching Kuch every day and seeing how he works, it's an amazing number, but it's not surprising with how hard and how smart he works."

    


Nicholas Paul and Anthony Duclair each had a goal and an assist, and Tanner Jeannot also scored for Tampa Bay, which ended an 0-2-1 slide.
Ryan Reaves, TJ Brodie, Pontus Holmberg and John Tavares scored, and Martin Jones finished with 26 saves for Toronto.
Each team is headed to the Stanley Cup Playoffs this weekend on the road against an Atlantic Division rival. The third-place Maple Leafs open in Boston against the second-place Bruins on Saturday, while the fourth-place Lightning, the first wild card in the Eastern Conference, begin their series against the division champion Panthers on Sunday.
The Lightning jumped in front 3:58 into the game when a perfect saucer pass by Duclair set up Paul's tap-in. It became 2-0 at 6:14 when Kucherov knocked in his own rebound.
Reaves got the Maple Leafs on the board with 6:42 left. But Paul returned the favor to Duclair at 6:37 of the second, setting up his linemate for a shot into a half-empty net and a 3-1 lead.
Point's goal made it 4-1, and Brandon Hagel scored 52 seconds later for a four-goal lead. Jeannot made it 6-1 at 11:27 of the third period before Brodie, Holmberg and Tavares added late goals for Toronto, but Tomkins denied Matthews' bid for history.
"To finish with a season like that, the numbers he's put up, is pretty remarkable," Keefe said. "The players were really pulling for him; 69 is pretty good, too."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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        Sweeping gun legislation approved by Maine lawmakers following Lewiston mass shooting
      

      
        250,000 Afghan children need education, food and homes after returning from Pakistan, says NGO
      

      
        NATO and the EU urge G7 nations to step up air defense for Ukraine and expand Iran sanctions
      

      
        Vice President Harris returning to Wisconsin for third visit this year
      

      
        EU proposes youth mobility agreement with UK to help youngsters travel, work and live in both areas
      

      
        Nigeria's army rescues a woman abducted from Chibok as a schoolgirl, and her 3 children
      

      
        UK Conservatives suspend lawmaker as sleaze allegations swirl over possible misuse of party funds
      

      
        Croatia's conservatives believe they'll soon form a majority government despite inconclusive vote
      

      
        Nancy Pelosi book, 'The Art of Power,' will reflect on her career in public life
      

      
        Burkina Faso junta expel 3 French diplomats over alleged subversive activities
      

      
        Prominent figure in German far-right party stands trial over alleged use of Nazi slogan
      

      
        Prominent Baptist pastor in military-ruled Myanmar detained again hours after release from prison
      

      
        Germany arrests 2 for allegedly spying for Russia, plotting sabotage to undermine Ukraine aid
      

      
        Belgian and Czech leaders exhort the EU to react amid concern over Russian election interference
      

      
        Chinese foreign minister criticizes US role in Gaza talks during visit to Indonesia
      

      
        Russia reports downing 5 Ukrainian military balloons in Kyiv's latest apparent war innovation
      

      
        US envoy to the UN vows support for families of Japanese who were abducted and taken to North Korea
      

      
        Lebanon says Israeli agents likely killed Hezbollah-linked currency exchanger near Beirut
      

      
        Europe wants 2 things from China. It may not get far on either of them.
      

      
        Croatia's ruling conservatives win parliamentary vote, but cannot rule alone
      

      
        Panama's presidential frontrunner skips third and final debate ahead of May 5 election
      

      
        South Carolina making progress to get more women in General Assembly and leadership roles
      

      
        New Black congressional district in Louisiana bows to politics, not race, backers say
      

      
        UN agency helping Palestinians in Gaza seeks support against Israel's demands for its dissolution
      

      
        Louisiana bills seeking to place restrictions on where people can carry guns receive pushback
      

      
        Georgia's parliament votes to approve so-called 'Russian law' targeting media in first reading
      

      
        New Mexico voters can now sign up to receive absentee ballots permanently
      

      
        Sweeping gun legislation awaits final votes as Maine lawmakers near adjournment
      

      
        Jill Biden says an agreement to let federal employee military spouses work from overseas is overdue
      

      
        An NPR editor who wrote a critical essay on the company has resigned after being suspended
      

      
        Oklahoma man arrested after authorities say he threw a pipe bomb at Satanic Temple in Massachusetts
      

      
        Defense and security are on citizens' minds before the EU Parliament elections, a survey finds
      

      
        Schumer says US will provide $6.1 billion to Micron Technology for chip plants in NY, Idaho
      

      
        Whistleblowers outline allegations of nepotism and retaliation within Albuquerque's police academy
      

      
        North Carolina sees slight surplus this year, $1B more next year
      

      
        US reimposes oil sanctions on Venezuela as hopes for a fair presidential election fades
      

      
        NCAA allows transfers to be immediately eligible, no matter how many times they've switched schools
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Justice Department ramps up efforts to reduce violent crime with gun intel center, carjacking forces

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco speaks as Attorney General Merrick Garland listens during a news conference at Department of Justice headquarters in Washington, March 21, 2024. The Justice Department is ramping up its efforts to reduce violent crime in the U.S., launching a specialized gun intelligence center in Chicago and expanding task forces to curb carjackings. Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco tells The Associated Press there's ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco speaks as Attorney General Merrick Garland listens during a news conference at Department of Justice headquarters in Washington, March 21, 2024. The Justice Department is ramping up its efforts to reduce violent crime in the U.S., launching a specialized gun intelligence center in Chicago and expanding task forces to curb carjackings. Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco tells The Associated Press there's "absolutely much more to do" to make communities safer, even as many places have experienced a downward trend in crime after a coronavirus pandemic-era spike. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


            Read More
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Justice Department is ramping up its efforts to reduce violent crime in the U.S., launching a specialized gun intelligence center in Chicago and expanding task forces to curb carjackings.
In an interview with The Associated Press, Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said there is "absolutely much more to do" to make communities safer, even as many places have experienced a downward trend in crime after a coronavirus pandemic-era spike. 
"No level of violence is acceptable," Monaco said during a trip to Chicago this week. "We are seeing progress, but we're far from done. We have to double down on the strategies that work, by bringing federal resources to act as force multipliers." 
The initiatives are part of a broad effort by President Joe Biden's administration to address violent crime -- an issue the Democratic president has featured in his reelection campaign to reach young voters concerned about gun violence. Republicans have seized on violence in some American cities, including the nation's capital, to try to paint Democrats as weak on crime.

    


Last week, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives announced it had finalized a new rule requiring thousands more firearms dealers to run background checks on buyers at gun shows or other places outside brick-and-mortar stores. Gun rights groups are expected to mount legal challenges. 




In Chicago, the gun crime intelligence center at the city's ATF office brings together federal agents and state and local police as well as federal and local prosecutors to share and analyze firearm intelligence to better identify traffickers and the most prolific shooters, officials said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's modeled after dozens of similar centers run by the ATF across the country. The Chicago center will house 65 agents, officers, analysts and prosecutors. 
"The goal is to catch more violent people, truly violent. And, second, to do a better job at seeing if we can prevent them from getting armed in the first place," ATF Director Steve Dettelbach said in an interview. "The first days and hours after an incident are crucial to the investigation, and being able to have everybody together, looking at that data every single day and making decisions, is a real game changer." 

    


Chicago is one of the nation's gun violence hotspots, even as police data shows shootings and killings declined there last year. The announcement comes days after a young girl was killed and 10 other people were wounded in a shooting police believe was gang-related on the city's South Side. 
"Every innocent life lost to gun violence is one too many," Monaco said. "And every shooter evading justice is one too many." 
Recently released FBI data based on numbers sent from about 80% of U.S. law enforcement agencies shows murders overall dropped 13% and violent crime overall was down 6% in the last three months of 2023 compared with the same period the year before. Final detailed data for 2023 is expected to be released in the fall.
Amid a scourge of carjackings nationwide, the Justice Department has also created task forces to combat the issue in seven more U.S. attorney's offices, including the Eastern District of Texas, the Northern District of Alabama and the Northern District of California. The task forces, which are now in 11 offices, include federal prosecutors, ATF and FBI agents and state and local law enforcement.

    


The goal is to get federal officials involved at the beginning of carjacking investigations -- even if the cases ended up being prosecuted locally -- to help with duties like tracing firearms, performing forensics analyses or getting search warrants and subpoenas.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Department of Justice at https://apnews.com/hub/us-department-of-justice.
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Legislation that could force a TikTok ban revived as part of House foreign aid package

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Deborah Mayer holds one of the luxury handbags she sells on TikTok, Wednesday, March 21, 2024, in Freehold, N.J. Mayer has sold new and pre-owned handbags and other designer goods out of her New Jersey home for 16 years. Early last year, TikTok recruited her business for the live component of TikTok Shop. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Legislation that could ban TikTok in the U.S. if its China-based owner doesn't sell its stake won a major boost late Wednesday when House Republican leaders included it in a package of bills that would send aid to Ukraine and Israel. The bill could be law as soon as next week if Congress moves quickly. 
The TikTok legislation, which passed the House in March and has widespread support in both chambers, was included in the House foreign policy package after negotiations with the Senate over how long the Chinese technology firm ByteDance Ltd. would have to sell its stake for the app to continue operating in the United States. President Joe Biden has said he would sign the TikTok legislation if it reaches his desk. 
The House legislation also won a key endorsement Wednesday from Senate Commerce Committee Chairwoman Maria Cantwell, who said in a statement that she had successfully pushed to extend the period from six months to a year to give the company enough time to find a buyer. While the original legislation had a six-month deadline for TikTok to be sold, the new House bill would give nine months and a possible three-month extension if a sale was in progress. 

    


"Extending the divestment period is necessary to ensure there is enough time for a new buyer to get a deal done," said Cantwell, who had previously expressed doubts about the bill. "I support this updated legislation." 




If Congress passes the TitkTok legislation, it would be an extraordinary and unusual moment in which both parties unite against one company - something lawmakers are usually reluctant to do. But the popular social media app has prompted widespread outrage on Capitol Hill, where there is bipartisan concern about Chinese threats to the United States and where few members use the platform themselves. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opponents say they believe the ban would be unconstitutional. Since the House passed the legislation last month, there has been aggressive pushback from the company, content creators who make money on the app and some of the platform's 170 million U.S. users, many of whom are young. In some cases, lawmakers have received profanity-laced calls from users who were prompted by the app to call their representatives in Congress. 

    


To date, the U.S. government has not provided evidence that shows TikTok shared U.S. user data with the Chinese government, or that Chinese authorities have tinkered with the company's popular algorithm, which influences what Americans see.
Since mid-March, the company has spent $5 million on TV ads opposing the legislation, according to AdImpact, an advertising tracking firm. The ads have included a range of content creators, including a nun, extolling the positive impacts of the platform on their lives and arguing a ban would trample on the First Amendment.
TikTok, which declined to comment on how much it was spending on TV ads, has also spent money on Facebook and Instagram ads that, among other things, talk about investments in data safety. The company has also mounted a lobbying campaign in Washington that included flying in content creators who rely on the platform for income.

    


Alex Haurek, a spokesman for the company, said in a statement Thursday that "It is unfortunate that the House of Representatives is using the cover of important foreign and humanitarian assistance to once again jam through a ban bill that would trample the free speech rights of 170 million Americans, devastate 7 million businesses, and shutter a platform that contributes $24 billion to the U.S. economy, annually."
Passage of the bill would be the most significant step Congress has taken in decades to regulate the tech industry. For years Congress has failed to act on bills that would protect users' privacy, protect children from online threats, make companies more liable for their content and put loose guardrails around artificial intelligence, among other things. 
Still, it is a narrow shot at one company when many lawmakers would like to see broader change. A bipartisan group of senators has been pushing a Senate bill to protect kids online, and Cantwell recently struck an agreement with the Republican chairwoman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, Washington Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, on legislation to protect Americans' data privacy. 

    


While most lawmakers support the TikTok bill, some have said it would set a dangerous precedent. 
"The passage of the House TikTok ban is not just a misguided overreach; it's a draconian measure that stifles free expression, tramples constitutional rights, and disrupts the economic pursuits of millions of Americans," Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul posted on X after the House passed it. 
Others are defending the app's loyal users. 
"I am a NO on the TikTok bill we are about to vote on," Florida Rep. Maxwell Frost posted on X before the House vote. At 27, Frost is much younger than most of his colleagues.
"I believe the bill does set TikTok up to be banned," Frost said. "There are first amendment issues I see with taking away a platform that over 170 million American's use, and this won't fix the serious issues we have with data privacy." 
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Trump trial jury selection process follows a familiar pattern with an unpredictable outcome

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Jury selection in Donald Trump's hush money trial has encountered new setbacks as two seated jurors were excused. Attorneys now need to pick 13 more jurors to serve on the panel.(AP Video: David R. Martin)
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    [image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump, center, appears in court for his arraignment, Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in New York. A dozen Manhattan residents are soon to become the first Americans ever to sit in judgment of a former president charged with a crime. Jury selection is set to start Monday in former President Donald Trump's hush-money trial. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, Pool)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump addresses the media following the second day of jury selection, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at Manhattan criminal court in New York. Trump is charged with falsifying business records to cover up a sex scandal during his 2016 campaign. (Justin Lane/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump waits the start of proceedings on the second day of jury selection at Manhattan criminal court, April 16, 2024, in New York. The jury selection process underway at the historic criminal trial of Trump can already credit modern technology for shaping the eventual panel. (Curtis Means/DailyMail.com via AP, Pool)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump awaits the start of proceedings on the second day of jury selection at Manhattan criminal court, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. Trump returned to the courtroom Tuesday as a judge works to find a panel of jurors who will decide whether the former president is guilty of criminal charges alleging he falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 campaign. (Michael M. Santiago/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Jason Miller, an advisor to former president Donald Trump, returns to court after a recess, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. Donald Trump returned to a New York courtroom Tuesday as a judge works to find a panel of jurors who will decide whether the former president is guilty of criminal charges alleging he falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during the 2016 campaign. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, Pool)]
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[image: FILE - Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg listens at news conference in New York, Feb. 7, 2023. As he prepares to bring the first of Donald Trump's four criminal prosecutions to trial, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg finds himself at the center of a political firestorm. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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[image: Judge Juan Merchan's Manhattan courtroom sits empty between proceedings, Tuesday, March 12, 2024, in New York. A dozen Manhattan residents are soon to become the first Americans ever to sit in judgment of a former president charged with a crime. Jury selection is set to start Monday in former President Donald Trump's hush-money trial. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When the first batch of potential jurors was brought in for Donald Trump's criminal trial this week, all the lawyers had to go on to size them up at first were their names and the answers they gave in court to a set of screening questions.
Then the lawyers went to work, scouring social media for posts that might reveal whether people in the jury pool had hidden biases or extreme views.
One potential juror was dismissed by the judge after the Republican former president's lawyers found a 2017 online post about Trump that said "Lock him up!" Trump's lawyers rejected another potential juror after discovering she had posted a video of New Yorkers celebrating Democrat Joe Biden's presidential election win.
It's all part of an effort by both sides to get a competent jury that -- just maybe -- might slant slightly in their favor.

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Follow our live updates.
	Trump will be first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	A jury of his peers: A look at how jury selection will work in Donald Trump's first criminal trial.
	Donald Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    



    


Even experts in the art of jury selection say there are limits to what any lawyer can do.
"We never pick a jury. We unpick jurors," said Tama Kudman, a veteran West Palm Beach, Florida, criminal defense lawyer who also practices in New Jersey and New York. 
"We never get who we want. We are just careful to get rid of who we think are dangerous to our clients," she said. "You know you've picked a good jury when nobody's happy. The prosecution hasn't gotten who they want. The defense hasn't gotten who they want. But everybody's kind of gotten rid of the people who really raise the hair on the back of our neck."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jury selection resumed Thursday in a trial over allegations that Trump falsified business records to cover up a sex scandal during his 2016 campaign. Ultimately, 12 jurors will determine the verdict, with six alternates on standby.
Nearly 200 potential jurors have been brought in. All potential jurors will be asked whether they can serve and be fair and impartial. Those who have said "no" have been sent home.

    


Lawyers on both sides then comb through answers prospective jurors provide orally in court to a set of 42 questions that probe whether they have been part of various extremist groups, have attended pro- or anti-Trump rallies, or have been involved with Trump's political campaigns, among other things.
The judge can dismiss people who don't seem likely to be impartial. Under state law, each side also gets to strike up to 10 potential jurors they don't like, plus some additional strikes for potential alternate jurors.
Jo-Ellan Dimitrius, a jury consultant who worked on the O.J. Simpson trial team in the mid-1990s and remains employed in that capacity today, said a social media check has become critical in recent years. She likened it to a "juror polygraph" that can reveal whether a potential juror's answers to questions in court are false.




Still, Dimitrius said, such checks aren't foolproof. Potential jurors can scrub their online footprints before they show up or make their social media accounts private.
A jury consultant has helped Trump's lawyers research the backgrounds of prospective jurors whose names are provided to lawyers on both sides, but not to the public.

    


Some people considered but not selected for Trump's jury had things on their social media that looked problematic. Some had shared inflammatory posts, including a meme showing Trump beheaded.
In each case, the person was taken into the courtroom alone to confirm the posts indeed appeared or originated on their account -- and, in one case, the account of a spouse. They were asked again about their feelings about Trump and whether they could act impartially.
A bookseller who'd previously declined to share his feelings about the former president admitted holding a "highly unfavorable overall impression" of him after being confronted by a series of Facebook posts, including a video mocking Trump. 
In that case, the judge agreed with Trump's attorneys that the prospective juror should be dismissed with cause. But in other instances, Judge Juan M. Merchan said the posts did not rise to that level, forcing Trump's attorneys to use their limited number of strikes to have the prospective jurors removed.

    


"The question is not whether someone agrees with your client politically or not, the question is whether or not they can be fair and impartial," Merchan told Trump's attorneys.
The process led Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee in this year's presidential race, to say in a Truth Social post Wednesday that he thought strikes were supposed to be unlimited, not capped at 10, "as the Witch Hunt continues! ELECTION INTERFERENCE!"
Among six people struck by the Manhattan district attorney's office was a prosecutor who works for the district attorney in the Bronx and a man who works in real estate and said he read Trump's book "The Art of the Deal."
Perhaps the most memorable was a former correction officer who said he may have once served on a jury for a case involving Trump and Merv Griffin. He was dismissed by prosecutors after acknowledging that he appreciated Trump's style of humor. 

    


That man had also expressed reservations about Trump, noting that he'd known relatives of the wrongly accused teenagers in the Central Park Five case -- a group that Trump famously said should face the death penalty.
Sabrina Shroff, a criminal defense attorney, said she considers the jury selection process one of the "most stressful and fun" parts of any trial.
"It's like setting up a blind date with 12 people and you're hoping that the blind date is at least a friendship at the end. It's such a roll of the dice," she said.
Shroff said she goes by her gut when choosing jurors. Scrutinizing social media profiles, she said, can be challenging because what people put online "isn't who they are."
"Maybe their affiliations are telling," she said. "You're still guessing. We make the wrong call all the time. Sometimes, you really think the juror was pulling for you and then you find he was leading the charge to convict."
Shroff added: "You're always worried you have it wrong. You've misread the scowl or the smile. Maybe they aren't smiling at you, just thinking about a movie they saw and liked."
___
Associated Press writer Michael R. Sisak contributed to this report.
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Former Wisconsin Democratic Rep. Peter Barca announces new bid for Congress

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Wisconsin Assembly Minority Leader Peter Barca, D-Kenosha, speaks in the Assembly chamber at the State Capitol in Madison, Wis., Thursday, March 5, 2015. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, Barca announced his bid against Republican U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil, who is seeking a fourth term. (M.P. King/Wisconsin State Journal via AP, File)]
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- A Democrat who represented southeast Wisconsin in Congress in the 1990s before going on to become a leader in the Assembly and state revenue secretary announced Thursday that he's running for Congress again.
Peter Barca announced his bid against Republican U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil, who is seeking a fourth term. Wisconsin's 1st Congressional District, previously represented by former House Speaker Paul Ryan, leans Republican but was made more competitive under new boundary lines adopted in 2022.
The seat is a target for Democrats nationally as they attempt to regain majority control of the House. It is one of only two congressional districts in Wisconsin that are viewed as competitive. The other is western Wisconsin's 3rd Congressional District held by Republican U.S. Rep. Derrick Van Orden.
Republicans hold six of Wisconsin's eight congressional seats.

    


Barca, 68, previously held the 1st Congressional District seat from 1993 to 1995. He had previously considered running again for the seat after Ryan stepped down in 2018.
Barca is the first well-known Democrat to get into the race. National Democrats are expected to back Barca's campaign. The primary is Aug. 13.




Barca, in a statement announcing his campaign, said his long record of public service showed that he was a fighter for working families and contrasted himself with a "do-nothing, dysfunctional Congress."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We need someone to step up and start going to bat for our families again," he said.
The Steil campaign said in a statement that Barca has "put his political career ahead of Wisconsin families" over the past 40 years. The campaign also faulted Barca for opposing a 2016 bill that would have banned sanctuary cities and for voting in 1993 for a budget bill in Congress that raised the gas tax.
National Republican Congressional Committee spokesperson Mike Marinella branded Barca as a "sacrificial lamb" who has "put his out of touch policies ahead of Wisconsinites."

    


Steil was elected in 2018 by 12 percentage points, and won reelection by 19 points in 2020 and 9 points in 2022.
Barca was elected to serve in the state Assembly from 1985 until 1993 when he resigned after winning a special election to Congress. After he lost in 1995, former President Bill Clinton appointed him to serve as Midwest regional administrator to the U.S. Small Business Administration.
He was elected again to the Assembly in 2008 and served as Democratic minority leader from 2011 to 2017.
Barca was leader of Democrats in 2011 during the fight over collective bargaining rights. While his Democratic colleagues in the Senate fled to Illinois in an attempt to block passage of a bill that effectively ended collective bargaining for public workers, Barca helped organize a filibuster in the Assembly that lasted more than 60 hours.
Barca stepped down as minority leader, in part over grumbling from fellow Democrats over his support for a $3 billion incentive package for Foxconn, the Taiwanese manufacturing company that had planned to locate a massive facility in his district.
Barca left the Assembly in 2019 when Gov. Tony Evers tapped him to be secretary of the state Department of Revenue. He resigned last month.
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Congress moving swiftly on bipartisan action to punish Iran after revenge attack on Israel

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Michael McCaul, R-Texas, speaks during a hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, April 16, 2024. Iran's attack against Israel over the weekend has spurned a flurry of bipartisan legislative action in Congress. It has united lawmakers against the country even as the risk of a larger regional war looms. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Iran's attack against Israel over the weekend has spurred a flurry of bipartisan legislative action in Congress, uniting lawmakers against the country even as the risk of a larger regional war looms. 
Several measures introduced and passed in the House and the Senate seek to publicly condemn Iran and punish the Islamic Republic financially. Lawmakers have denounced Iran's actions, which came in response to a suspected Israeli strike weeks earlier on an Iranian consular building in Syria that killed two Iranian generals.
"The world is on fire, and history will judge us for our action," said Rep. Mike McCaul, R-Texas, chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, during a news conference this week. 
The swift, bipartisan condemnation of Iran has put on sharp display the durability of American support for Israel, even amid growing partisan division over how the country is handling its more than six-month war with Hamas. 





    


Congressional action comes as the Biden administration on Thursday imposed a new round of sanctions on Iran, targeting 16 people and two entities that produce engines that power the drones used in the Saturday attack on Israel. The Treasury Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control also sanctioned five firms involved in steel production and three subsidiaries of an Iranian automaker accused of materially supporting Iran's military and other sanctioned groups. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Capitol Hill, the House this week passed nearly a dozen bills that would, among other things, issue a slate of new sanctions and other financial restrictions against Iran and its leaders. Other legislation looks to prevent current Iranian officials sanctioned from evading those penalties and urge the European Union to "expeditiously" designate Iran's Revolutionary Guard as a terrorist organization as the U.S. has already done.
On the other side of the Capitol, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Tuesday advanced five bills, including ones that targeted Iran for its human rights record and would require sanctions on ports and refineries that receive and process Iranian oil. 

    


"Iran's direct attack on Israel this week underscores the need to further cut off the Iranian regime's key revenue streams," Democratic Sen. Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire said in a statement. "I urge my colleagues in the Senate to support this bill -- which has already passed the House -- so that we can send it to President Biden's desk immediately."
A number of the bills had passed the House weeks before Hamas' deadly attack on Israel in October but have been stalled in the Senate committee. An Israeli offensive in Gaza has since caused widespread devastation and killed over 33,000 people, according to local health officials. Israel's conduct of the war has revealed the depth of unease among U.S. lawmakers as concerns over the delivery of humanitarian aid to Gaza have caused even some of President Joe Biden's closest allies to threaten conditioning future aid to Israel.
Congressional Democrats have been reluctant to challenge Biden's handling of the ongoing conflict and related regional tensions that have taken shape, mindful that criticism could further weaken Biden in his reelection campaign against former President Donald Trump.

    


But the attack on Saturday has proven to consolidate public support for the Biden administration's quick response as it ordered U.S. forces to help Israel down "nearly all" the 300 drones and missiles that were headed its way. 
It also comes as House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., released legislation Wednesday that would provide $95 billion in aid collectively to Israel, Ukraine and Taiwan. The aid package had been held up for months over Republican opposition to continuing wartime funding for Ukraine as it battles Russia. Iran's attack on Israel added urgency to Johnson's plans to bring the issue to the floor for a vote.
While the measures targeting Iran have received overwhelming support -- with the series of House bills mostly passing with at least 300 votes -- there has been a quiet but growing dissent among progressive Democratic lawmakers in both chambers, who warn that legislative efforts could risk further escalation in the Middle East.

    


"Following last weekend's unprecedented response by Iran to Israel's attack on its consulate, the Republican Majority is explicitly leveraging a series of bills to further escalate tensions in the Middle East," Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., said in a statement Tuesday. "This is a blatant attempt to distract from their own incompetence."
The strike on Saturday marked the first time Iran has launched a direct military assault on Israel despite decades of enmity dating back to the country's 1979 Islamic Revolution. Israel has vowed to retaliate against Iran, risking further expanding the shadow war between the two foes into a direct conflict.

    


Sen. Bernie Sanders, a Vermont independent, condemned Iran's attack in a statement but called on his colleagues to respond cautiously. He warned that further U.S. action against Iran could lead to a dangerous escalation that could drag America into a war in the Middle East. 
"Cooler heads must now prevail to ensure peace in the region and security for Israel," Sanders said.
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'There is no time to waste': EU leaders want to boost competitiveness to close gap with US and China

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: European Council President Charles Michel, right, speaks with author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market, Enrico Letta, as they arrive for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: European Council President Charles Michel, right, speaks with author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market, Enrico Letta as they arrive for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: From left, Luxembourg's Prime Minister Luc Frieden, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, European Council President Charles Michel, author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market Enrico Letta, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and Finland's Prime Minister Petteri Orpo speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: European Council President Charles Michel, right, speaks with author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market, Enrico Letta, as they arrive for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union leaders on Thursday debated a new "European Competitiveness Deal" aimed at helping the 27-nation bloc close the economic production gap with Chinese and American rivals amid fears the region's industries will otherwise be left behind for good.
In a volatile geopolitical landscape redefined by the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine and increasing tensions in the Middle East that create new economic challenges, EU leaders believe there is an urgent need for action.
China, the U.S. and the European Union are the three largest economies in the world, but the EU's share has diminished over the past 30 years. Europe is now feeling pressure amid U.S. and Chinese efforts to support investment in domestic production through subsidies and tax breaks, particularly in renewable energy and green technology.
Before the summit in Brussels, the former president of the European Central Bank, Mario Draghi, said the EU did not pay enough attention to "external competitiveness as a serious policy question" and insisted Europe's biggest economic rivals "are no longer playing by the rules."

    


"In the face of a new geopolitical reality and increasingly complex challenges, the European Union is committed to acting decisively to ensure its long-term competitiveness, prosperity and leadership on the global stage and to strengthen its strategic sovereignty," leaders agreed as their summit in Brussels concluded.




Leaders heard a proposal for an EU-wide effort to subsidize industrial companies in response to the Biden administration's support for investment in environmentally friendly technology through the Inflation Reduction Act, and to China's subsidies for electric cars and solar panels.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The proposals, contained in a report from former Italian Prime Minister Enrico Letta, are in response to widespread concern that U.S. subsidies, which favor domestic production in the U.S., are drawing investment from Europe and threatening the loss of industrial jobs on the continent. 

    


"Competitiveness means prosperity for our citizens," Letta said. "We're in danger of falling out of touch. There is no time to waste. The gap between the European Union and the U.S. in terms of economic performances is becoming bigger and bigger."
According to his report, gross domestic product per capita in the U.S. increased by almost 60% from 1993 to 2022, while in Europe the increase was less than 30%.
Draghi said the EU lacks a clear strategy to answer the challenges proposed by Chinese and American rivals in key industries.
"Today we invest less in digital and advanced technologies than the U.S. and China, including for defense, and we only have four global European tech players among the top 50 worldwide," he said. "We are lacking a strategy for how to shield our traditional industries from an unlevel global playing field caused by asymmetries in regulations, subsidies and trade policies."
EU rules restrict member governments' aid to companies to avoid distorting business competition across the 27-member union's free trade zone. One solution, Letta proposed, is to require countries to use a chunk of such aid for EU-wide projects instead of purely national ones.

    


The report also calls for better integrating the bloc's financial markets so companies can raise money for new renewable energy projects from stock, bond and venture capital investors instead of relying mostly on bank lending. That is a longstanding idea that has progressed slowly. Letta's ideas would be taken up only after this year's EU parliament elections and the appointment of a new executive commission.
"There is a need for more investment," said European Council President Charles Michel, who chairs EU summits. "What is fundamental is to act in order to put in place the capital markets union. And also to increase the capacities of the European Investment Bank to invest in strategic sectors."
Creating more broad-based financial markets would channel European citizens' "billions of euros" in savings as a tool to invest in strategic sectors within the bloc.

    


"Today, there's a paradox," he said. "A substantial part of these savings leaves the European Union and is not mobilized to support the economic base, to support innovation, to support the technological base."
French President Emmanuel Macron backed Michel's statement and rued the fact that those savings end up in the U.S. rather than boosting the bloc. 
"Europe has more savings than the United States of America," Macron said. "And every year, around 300 billion euros of these savings go to finance the American economy."
___
AP Business Writer David McHugh in Frankfurt, Germany, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eu-summit-economy-competitiveness-us-china-5d4548e378a0326e59f70d90b3c24ac9
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The Latest | Officials at Group of Seven meeting call for new sanctions against Iran

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    On Monday, Jews around the world will begin celebrating the week-long Passover holiday, recounting the biblical story of their exodus from Egypt after hundreds of years of slavery. But for many Israelis, it's hard to fathom a celebration of freedom when friends and family are in captivity.
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    [image: Iranian army members march during Army Day parade at a military base in northern Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. In the parade, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned that the "tiniest invasion" by Israel would bring a "massive and harsh" response, as the region braces for potential Israeli retaliation after Iran's attack over the weekend. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: Ambassador of Israel to Nepal, Hanan Goder, speaks to an assembly at his residence in Kathmandu, during which family members of a Nepalese man who is still being held captive by Hamas, appealed for his prompt release in Kathmandu, Nepal, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]
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[image: Protesters wave Palestinian flags during a sit-in in solidarity with the Palestinian people in Gaza in front of UNRWA office in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Hundreds of Palestinian refugees protested Thursday outside the offices of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in Beirut, expressing solidarity with fellow Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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[image: Protesters shout slogans against Israel and wave Palestinian flags during a sit-in in solidarity with the Palestinian people in Gaza in front of UNRWA office in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Hundreds of Palestinian refugees protested Thursday outside the offices of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in Beirut, expressing solidarity with fellow Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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[image: Osnat Peri, right, whose husband, Haim, is in Hamas captivity, takes part in a Passover Seder commemoration with relatives of hostages held in the Gaza Strip, at the communal dining room at Kibbutz Nir Oz, Thursday, April 11, 2024. For many Jews, no matter how observant, Passover is a time to unite with family to eat and drink around what's known as a Seder table, remembering how the Jews persevered through harsh times. But this year, when Passover begins on Monday, many families are torn on how to celebrate, or if it's worth acknowledging at all. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        Israel has vowed to respond to Iran's unprecedented weekend attack, leaving the region bracing for further escalation after months of fighting in Gaza. Israel's allies have been urging Israel to hold back on any response to the attack that could spiral. 
Officials at a Group of Seven meeting in Italy on Thursday are calling for new sanctions against Iran over the attack.
The Iranian attack on Saturday marked the first time that Tehran has launched a direct military assault on Israel. Israeli authorities said Iran launched more than 300 drones and missiles, 99% of which were intercepted by air defenses in tandem with the U.S., Britain, France and Jordan. The attack took place less than two weeks after a suspected Israeli strike in Syria killed two Iranian generals in an Iranian consulate building in Damascus.
Regional tensions have increased since the start of the latest Israel-Hamas war on Oct. 7, when Hamas and Islamic Jihad -- two militant groups backed by Iran -- carried out a cross-border attack that killed 1,200 people in Israel and kidnapped 250 others. Israel responded with an offensive in Gaza that has caused widespread devastation and killed more than 33,900 people, according to local health officials.

    


The U.N. Security Council is scheduled to vote Thursday afternoon on a resolution that would give a green light for a Palestinian state to join the United Nations as a full member. 




Israel says such steps are an attempt to sidestep the negotiating process. The United States, Israel's closest ally, has promised to veto any resolution endorsing Palestinian membership.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Currently:
-- Officials at G7 meeting call for expanded Iran sanctions
-- China and Indonesia call for a cease-fire in Gaza.
-- Netanyahu brushes off calls for restraint, saying Israel will decide how to respond to Iran's attack.
-- UN agency helping Palestinians in Gaza seeks support against Israel's demands for its dissolution.

    


-- Lebanon says Israeli agents likely killed Hezbollah-linked currency exchanger near Beirut.
-- Israelis grapple with how to celebrate Passover, a holiday about freedom, while many remain captive.
Here is the latest:
PALESTINIAN PROFESSOR WHO SAID ISRAEL IS COMMITTING GENOCIDE IS ARRESTED
JERUSALEM -- Israeli police have arrested a Palestinian professor for speech deemed incendiary after she said Israel is committing genocide in Gaza and rallied colleagues and students to support a cease-fire.
Police arrested Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian on Thursday at her home in the Old City of Jerusalem, said Hassan Jabareen, director of Adalah, a legal rights group, and part of a team representing her.
Shalhoub-Kevorkian is a law professor at Hebrew University whose work focuses on gender-based violence. The university suspended her in March after she circulated a petition calling for a cease-fire in Gaza and said in interviews that Israel was committing genocide against Palestinians.
"What she's said is critical of the Israel government," said Jabareen. "It does not constitute a crime."
National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, who oversees the national police force, issued a statement praising the police.

    


"This arrest sends an important message -- whoever incites against the state of Israel cannot hide behind this or that position or title," he said. 
US AND ISRAEL ARE DISCUSSING RAFAH
WASHINGTON -- U.S. and Israeli officials are holding a virtual meeting to discuss a possible major Israeli military offensive in the southern Gaza town of Rafah and Washington's opposition to that.
White House national security spokesman John Kirby told reporters aboard Air Force One as President Joe Biden flew to a campaign stop in Philadelphia on Thursday that he didn't want to comment extensively on a meeting that was still occurring. He said U.S. officials will release a readout after it concludes.
"The main purpose really is to talk about Rafah," Kirby said "and share our continued concerns over a major ground offensive there."
GUTERRES REITERATES CALLS FOR DE-ESCALATION OF TENSIONS
UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations chief says "the Middle East is on a precipice" and is urging all countries to work together to prevent any actions that could spark a regionwide conflict.

    


Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told a ministerial meeting of the U.N. Security Council on Thursday that "this moment of maximum peril must be a time for maximum restraint."
"One miscalculation, one miscommunication, one mistake, could lead to the unthinkable: a full-scale regional conflict that would be devastating for all involved, and for the rest of the world," he warned.
Guterres said the international community has a shared responsibility to engage in "comprehensive diplomatic action" to de-escalate violence and tensions in the Mideast, starting with Gaza.
UN SECURITY COUNCIL TO VOTE THURSDAY ON PALESTINIAN MEMBERSHIP
UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. Security Council scheduled a vote for late Thursday on a resolution that would give a green light for a Palestinian state to join the United Nations as a full member. The U.S. is expected to veto the move, which is opposed by its ally Israel.

    


Malta, which holds the council presidency this month, announced Thursday morning that the vote will take place at 5 p.m. EDT. It will follow a ministerial meeting focusing on the Palestinians' bid to raise their status from a non-member observer state to full membership.
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas delivered the Palestinian Authority's application to become the 194th member of the United Nations to then Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Sept. 23, 2011. That bid failed because the Palestinians didn't get the required minimum support of nine of the Security Council's 15 members.
The United States had promised to veto any council resolution endorsing Palestinian membership. The U.S. says the issue is something that needs to be negotiated between Israel and the Palestinians. 
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations have been stalled for years, and Israel's current right-wing government is dominated by hard-liners who oppose Palestinian statehood.
GAZA HEALTH MINISTRY REPORTS 71 PEOPLE KILLED IN THE LAST 24 HOURS
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- The Health Ministry in the Gaza Strip says that 71 bodies were taken to hospitals over the past 24 hours.
It said Thursday that a total of at least 33,970 Palestinian have been killed since the Israel-Hamas war erupted more than six months ago. The ministry does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its tallies but has said women and children make up most of those killed.
Palestinian medical officials say an Israeli airstrike overnight on the southern town of Rafah killed eight members of a family, including four children and three women, who had been displaced from northern Gaza.
More than half of Gaza's population of 2.3 million have sought refuge in Rafah, on the border with Egypt. Israel has vowed to expand its ground offensive to the city.
The Health Ministry says people in Gaza City and other parts of the north are meanwhile living with no "real" medical services. It says northern Gaza needs field hospitals with 200 beds that also include operation rooms, intensive care units and laboratories.
OFFICIALS AT G7 MEETING CALL FOR NEW SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAN
CAPRI, Italy -- Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani opened the first working session of the Group of Seven meeting in Italy by calling for new sanctions against Iran for its weekend attack on Israel.
The Israel-Hamas war and Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine were taking center stage at the meeting of foreign ministers from Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States. On Wednesday, EU leaders meeting in Brussels vowed to ramp up sanctions on Iran to target its drone and missile deliveries to proxies in Gaza, Yemen and Lebanon.
European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said at the G7 meeting that the existing EU sanctions regime would be strengthened and expanded to punish Tehran and help prevent future attacks on Israel. At the same time, he said, Israel needed to exercise restraint.
"I don't want to exaggerate but we are on the edge of a war, a regional war in the Middle East, which will be sending shockwaves to the rest of the world, and in particular to Europe," he warned. "So stop it."
FAMILY OF NEPALI MAN HELD BY HAMAS APPEAL FOR HIS RELEASE
KATHMANDU, Nepal -- Family members of the Nepali man still being held captive by Hamas militants after the Oct. 7 attack in Israel have called for his release.
Relatives of Bipin Joshi, 23, traveled from their home in western Nepal to the capital, Kathmandu, to make a public appeal on Thursday.
"My life has been devastated since his kidnapping," his father, Mahananda Joshi, said. "He is my only son without whom I cannot even imagine living my life. I love my son more than my life."
"I beg of you to kindly bring my son back home safe and alive," he said.
Joshi was abducted in the Oct. 7 attack in which 10 Nepalis were killed. Six other Nepalis survived, but many of them sustained injuries. They have returned to Nepal.
There has been no news of Joshi since the day he was taken captive. Nepal's government has given several assurances to the family that it was working with Israeli authorities to get him freed. But relatives were appealing for more to be done. 
CHINA AND INDONESIA CALL FOR A CEASE-FIRE IN GAZA
The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting Thursday in Jakarta, condemning the humanitarian costs of the Israel-Hamas war.
Indonesia's foreign minister, Retno Marsudi, told reporters that the two countries share the same view about the importance of a cease-fire and of resolving the Palestinian problem through a two-state solution.
"I am sure that China would use its influence to prevent escalation," Marsudi said, adding that China and Indonesia "would also fully support Palestine's membership in the U.N."
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi blamed the United States for holding up cease-fire resolutions at the United Nations.
The U.S. vetoed a number of proposed U.N. Security Council resolutions because they didn't tie a cease-fire directly to the release of Israel hostages, or condemn Hamas' attacks that prompted the war, before allowing a resolution to a pass with an abstention in late March.
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Biden administration moves to make conservation an equal to industry on US lands

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Cows graze along a section of the Missouri River that includes the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument on Sept. 19, 2011, near Fort Benton, Mont. The Biden administration on Thursday, April 18, 2024, finalized a proposed rule that's meant to put conservation on equal footing with drilling, grazing and other uses of U.S.-owned lands, primarily in the West. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown, File)]
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[image: FILE - Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, speaks during a Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee hearing on the budget request for fiscal year 2023 for the Department of the Interior, Thursday, May 19, 2022, on Capitol Hill in Washington. Haaland said a public lands rule emphasizing conservation that was finalized Thursday, April 18, 2024, by the Biden administration would restore balance to the management of vast U.S.-owned lands, primarily in western states. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)]
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- The Biden administration on Thursday finalized a new rule for public land management that's meant to put conservation on more equal footing with oil drilling, grazing and other extractive industries on vast government-owned properties.
Officials pushed past strong opposition from private industry and Republican governors to adopt the proposal.
The rule from the Interior Department's Bureau of Land Management -- which oversees more than 380,000 square miles (990,000 square kilometers) of land, primarily in the U.S. West -- will allow public property to be leased for restoration in the same way that oil companies lease land for drilling.
The rule also promotes the designation of more "areas of critical environmental concern" -- a special status that can restrict development. It's given to land with historic or cultural significance or that's important for wildlife conservation.

    


The land bureau has a history of industry-friendly policies and for more than a century has sold grazing permits and oil and gas leases. In addition to its surface land holdings, the bureau regulates publicly-owned underground mineral reserves -- such as coal for power plants and lithium for renewable energy -- across more than 1 million square miles (2.5 million square kilometers).




Interior Secretary Deb Haaland said the changes would "restore balance" to how the U.S. government manages its public lands. The new rule continues the administration's efforts to use science to restore habitats and guide "strategic and responsible development," Haaland said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Republican lawmakers and agriculture industry representatives have blasted the move as a backdoor way to exclude mining, energy development and agriculture. They assert the administration is violating the "multiple use" mandate for Interior Department lands, by catapulting the "non-use" of federal lands -- meaning restoration leases -- to a position of prominence.

    


About 10% of all land in the U.S. falls under the Bureau of Land Management's jurisdiction, putting the agency at the center of arguments over how much development should be allowed on public property.
Environmentalists largely embraced the changes, characterizing them as long overdue.
Trout Unlimited President Chris Wood said conservation already was part of the bureau's mission under the 1976 Federal Lands Policy Management Act. The new rule, he said, was "a re-statement of the obvious."
"We are pleased to see the agency recognizing what the law already states -- conservation is a vital use of our public lands," he said.
Restoration leases will not be issued if they would conflict with activity already underway on a parcel of land, officials said. They also said private industry could benefit from the program, since companies could buy leases and restore that acreage to offset damage they might do to other government-owned properties.
Those leases were referred to as "conservation leases" in the agency's original proposal last year. That was changed to "restoration leases" and "mitigation leases" in the final rule, but their purpose appears largely the same.

    


While the bureau previously issued leases for conservation purposes in limited cases, it has never had a dedicated program for it.
Bureau Director Tracy Stone-Manning has said the changes address the rising challenges of climate change and development. She told The Associated Press when the changes were announced last year that making conservation an "equal" to other uses would not interfere with grazing, drilling and other activities.
Former President Donald Trump tried to ramp up fossil fuel development on bureau lands, but President Joe Biden suspended new oil and gas leasing when he entered office. Biden later revived the deals to win West Virginia Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin's support for the 2022 climate law.
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Sweeping gun legislation approved by Maine lawmakers following Lewiston mass shooting

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Maine Legislature has approved sweeping gun safety legislation nearly six months after the deadliest shooting in state history (April 18)
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    [image: FILE - A man walks by flowers and a sign of support for the community, Oct. 28, 2023, in the wake of the mass shootings that occurred on Oct. 25, in Lewiston, Maine. The Maine Legislature has approved sweeping gun safety legislation early Thursday, April 18, 2024, nearly six months after the deadliest shooting in state history. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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[image: FILE - Law enforcement officers stand near armored and tactical vehicles in Bowdoin, Maine, following a mass shooting, Thursday, Oct. 26, 2023. The Maine Legislature has approved sweeping gun safety legislation early Thursday, April 18, 2024, nearly six months after the deadliest shooting in state history. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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[image: Senate President Troy Jackson, D-Allagash, left, confers with Senate Majority Leader Eloise Vitelli, D-Arrowsic, Senate Minority Leader Sen. Harold "Trey" Stewart, R-Presque Isle, and Assistant Senate Minority Leader Sen. Lisa Keim, R-Dixfield, in front of the rostrum during a break in the morning session Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Maine State House in Augusta, Maine. (Joe Phelan/The Kennebec Journal via AP)]
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[image: Sen. Rick Bennett, R-Oxford, left, and Assistant Senate Minority Leader Sen. Lisa Keim, R-Dixfield, share a laugh during the morning Senate session Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Maine State House in Augusta, Maine. (Joe Phelan/The Kennebec Journal via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A make-shift memorial lines Main Street, Nov. 3, 2023, in Lewiston, Maine. The Maine Legislature has approved sweeping gun safety legislation early Thursday, April 18, 2024, nearly six months after the deadliest shooting in state history. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) -- The Maine Legislature approved sweeping gun safety legislation including background checks on private gun sales, waiting periods for gun purchases and criminalizing gun sales to prohibited people before adjourning Thursday morning, nearly six months after the deadliest shooting in state history.
Democratic Gov. Janet Mills and the Democratic-led Legislature pressed for a number of gun and mental health proposals after the shooting that claimed 18 lives and injured another 13 people, despite the state's strong hunting tradition and gun ownership.
"Maine has taken significant steps forward in preventing gun violence and protecting Maine lives," said Nacole Palmer, executive director of the Maine Gun Safety Coalition, who praised lawmakers for listening to their constituents.
The governor's bill, approved early Thursday, would strengthen the state's yellow flag law, boost background checks for private sales of guns and make it a crime to recklessly sell a gun to someone who is prohibited from having guns. The bill also funds violence prevention initiatives and opens a mental health crisis receiving center in Lewiston.





    


The Maine Senate also narrowly gave final approval Wednesday to a 72-hour waiting period for gun purchases and a ban on bump stocks that can transform a weapon into a machine gun. 
However, there was no action on a proposal to institute a red flag law. The bill sponsored by House Speaker Rachel Talbot Ross would have allowed family members to petition a judge to remove guns from someone who is in a psychiatric crisis. The state's current yellow flag law differs by putting police in the lead of the process, which critics say is too complicated.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lawmakers pushed through the night and into the morning as they ran up against their adjournment date, which was Wednesday. But it didn't come without some 11th-hour drama. Lawmakers had to approve a contentious supplemental budget before casting their final votes and didn't wrap up the session until after daybreak.

    


The Oct. 25 shooting by an Army reservist in Lewiston, Maine's second-largest city, served as tragic backdrop for the legislative session.
Police were warned by family members that the shooter was becoming delusional and had access to weapons. He was hospitalized for two weeks while training with his unit last summer. And his best friend, a fellow reservist, warned that the man was going "to snap and do a mass shooting." The shooter killed himself after the attack.
Survivors of the shooting had mixed feelings. Some wanted legislative action. Others like Ben Dyer, who was shot five times, were skeptical of the proposed laws.
"A sick person did a sick thing that day. And the Legislature and politicians are trying to capitalize on that to get their agendas passed," said Dyer, who contends law-abiding gun owners are the ones who would get hurt by the proposals while criminals ignore them. The state already had a yellow flag law but law enforcement officials didn't use it to prevent the tragedy, he added.

    


His feelings echoed the view of Republicans who accused Democrats of using the tragedy to play on people's emotions to pass contentious bills.
"My big concern here is that we're moving forward with gun legislation that has always been on the agenda. Now we're using the tragedy in Lewiston to force it through when there's nothing new here," said Republican Sen. Lisa Keim. "It's the same old ideas that were rejected year after year."
But Democrats said constituents implored them to do something to prevent future attacks. They said it would've been an abdication of their responsibility to ignore their pleas.
"For the sake of the communities, individuals and families now suffering immeasurable pain, for the sake of our state, doing nothing is not an option," the governor, a former prosecutor and attorney general, said in late January when she outlined her proposals in her State of the State address. Those in attendance responded with a standing ovation.
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250,000 Afghan children need education, food and homes after returning from Pakistan, says NGO

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This is a locator map for Afghanistan with its capital, Kabul. (AP Photo)]
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- A quarter of a million Afghan children need education, food and homes after being forcibly returned from Pakistan, a nongovernmental organization said Thursday.
Pakistan is cracking down on foreigners it alleges are in the country illegally, including 1.7 million Afghans. It insists the campaign is not directed against Afghans specifically, but they make up most of the foreigners in the country. 
More than 520,000 Afghans have left Pakistan since last October.
Save the Children said families are entering Afghanistan with "virtually nothing" and that nearly half of all returnees are children.
A survey of families by the NGO said nearly all of them lacked enough food for the next one to two months. Some returnees and host families had to borrow money for food or rely on friends and relatives for food. 
Almost two thirds of children who have returned to Afghanistan have not been enrolled in school, according to Save the Children. The majority told the organization they don't have the necessary documents to register and enroll in school. In Pakistan, more than two-thirds of these children had been attending school, it said.

    


An additional obstacle facing child returnees is the ban on girls attending school beyond sixth grade in Afghanistan. 




Arshad Malik, Save the Children country director for Afghanistan, said the return of so many people was creating an additional strain on already overstretched resources. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Many undocumented Afghan children were born in Pakistan," he said. "Afghanistan is not the place they call home. In addition to the returns from Pakistan, 600,000 Afghans arrived from Iran last year."
A spokesman for the Refugee Ministry, Abdul Mutalib Haqqani, said education was available for any child who was missing out on classes.
"They can register in any class and continue to learn, whether they have documents or not," said Haqqani. "This problem has been solved by us."
Pakistan's decision to deport Afghans who entered illegally struck hard. Many Afghans have lived for decades in Pakistan, driven there by successive wars at home. 
When the order was announced, hundreds of thousands feared arrest and fled back to Afghanistan. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-pakistan-forced-returns-children-f7c8dd916febe9fcb6c66d10d880ee7f
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                    The EU's top diplomat warns of wider regional war in the Middle East and said the focus should be on the humanitarian situation in Gaza. (AP video by Luigi Navarra; Produced by Trisha Thomas)
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            Italian FM concerned with Mideast escalation and Ukrainian situation

        
        
            Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani told The Associated Press on Wednesday that Italy supported targeted new sanctions against Tehran, specifically against the makers of drones used in the weekend attack and others launched by Tehran-backed militias in Lebanon, Gaza and Yemen. (AP video by Luigi Navarra)
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                                        CAPRI, Italy (AP) -- Top NATO and European Union officials urged foreign ministers from leading industrialized nations on Thursday to take quick, concrete steps to provide more air defense systems and artillery to Ukraine, warning that continued delays could tilt the war in Moscow's favor.
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell addressed a meeting of foreign ministers of G7 nations meeting on the Italian resort island of Capri. Russia's war on Ukraine and surging tensions in the Middle East over Iran's unprecedented attack on Israel over the weekend have topped the agenda of the gathering.
Without more Patriot air defense missile systems to protect against Russian strikes, "the electricity system of Ukraine will be destroyed. And no country can fight without having electricity at home, in the factories, in the front line," Borrell told reporters on the sidelines of the event.

    


Stoltenberg welcomed signs that the U.S. Congress might soon vote on a $61 billion aid package for Ukraine, the bulk of which would go to purchasing weapons and ammunitions from U.S. defense manufacturers. And he welcomed other recent financial pledges from the Netherlands and Denmark as well as Germany's recent announced delivery of a new Patriot missile battery.




But he said more long-term and sustainable aid was necessary to better coordinate Ukraine's response over the long term.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There is an urgent, critical need for more air defense," Stoltenberg said, adding that artillery rounds were also needed. "We cannot continue to be in a situation where Russia is outgunning Ukraine, in the way they do now. The Russians are shooting and shooting, and the Ukrainians have limited resources to shoot back. So the Ukrainians need more, and that's the urgent and important message from me to all allies."
Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani opened the first working session by calling for new sanctions against Iran for its weekend attack and concrete help for Ukraine. "If Ukraine loses, (Russian President Vladimir) Putin will never sit at the peace table," Tajani warned.

    


The Capri meeting of the top diplomats from Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States dovetailed with other regional diplomatic efforts sending the same messages. On Wednesday, EU leaders meeting in Brussels vowed to ramp up sanctions on Iran to target its drone and missile deliveries to proxies in Gaza, Yemen and Lebanon.
The U.S. and Britain, meanwhile, announced Thursday they were imposing a new round of sanctions on Iran, with the U.S. targeting individuals and entities that produce engines that power drones and are involved in steel production. The latest British measures target several Iranian military organizations, individuals and entities involved in Iran's drone and ballistic missile industries.
Borrell said the existing EU sanctions regime would be strengthened and expanded to punish Tehran and help prevent future attacks on Israel. At the same time, he said, Israel needed to exercise restraint.

    


"I don't want to exaggerate but we are on the edge of a war, a regional war in the Middle East, which will be sending shockwaves to the rest of the world, and in particular to Europe," he warned. "So stop it."
German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock said Iran must be isolated "because,of course, there must be a reaction to this unprecedented incident, but there must be no further escalation in the region," German news agency dpa reported.
On Ukraine, its Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, who was invited to Capri as a guest, underlined his country's need for essential military support, including artillery, ammunition, and air defense systems as Russia pushes along the front line.
He thanked Germany for providing Ukraine with a new Patriot battery, which was announced over the weekend, but urged the U.S. Congress to quickly approve the funding package.
"So we will work here at the ministerial level to make other allies deliver air defense systems to Ukraine. Because it's of fundamental importance," Kuleba said.

    


President Joe Biden said Wednesday he supported a proposal from the House speaker, Mike Johnson, to provide about $61 billion in aid for Ukraine, signaling bipartisan support for the precarious funding bill.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said he hoped the U.S. funding would come through but said other allies needed to step up.
"In this moment, it is urgent that all of the friends and supporters of Ukraine maximize their efforts to provide Ukraine with what it needs to continue to effectively defend itself against this Russian aggression," Blinken said after meeting with Kuleba.
"If Putin is allowed to proceed with impunity, we know he won't stop at Ukraine and we can safely predict that his aggression will continue," Blinken said. "Other would-be aggressors around the world will take note and unleash their own aggressions. And we will have a world of conflict, not a world of peace and security."

    


Borrell said Europe can't rely solely on Washington to help Ukraine defend itself.
"Concrete decisions have to be taken in order to send to Ukraine more air defense," he said. "We do have Patriots, we have anti-missile systems. We have to take them from the our barracks where they are just in case, and to send to Ukraine where the war is raging. And I'm sure we will be doing that, but it has to be done quickly."
___
Geir Moulson contributed from Berlin.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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Vice President Harris returning to Wisconsin for third visit this year
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris plans to return to Wisconsin next week for her third visit to the battleground state this year.
President Joe Biden's campaign announced Thursday that Harris plans to campaign in La Crosse on Monday at an event focused on abortion rights. The White House said Harris will also hold a second event there focused on the economy and health care.
Harris was in Madison last month and in Waukesha in January for the first of her trips focused on abortion.
Wisconsin is one of a handful of presidential battleground states across the country. The latest Marquette University Law School poll, released Wednesday, showed the race between Biden and former President Donald Trump to be about even. 
Trump campaigned in Wisconsin for the first time this year earlier this month, holding a rally in Green Bay. Biden was in Madison last week to announce his latest student loan forgiveness plan.
Trump won Wisconsin in 2016 but lost to Biden in 2020. Both races were decided by fewer than 23,000 votes.
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EU proposes youth mobility agreement with UK to help youngsters travel, work and live in both areas

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen addresses a media conference at the conclusion of an EU Summit in Brussels, Friday, March 22, 2024. European Union leaders on Friday discussed plans to boost investment and the economy. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Commission proposed Thursday to start negotiations with the United Kingdom to allow young people to move freely, work and study in both regions after Brexit -- the U.K.'s departure from the EU four years ago. 
According to the EU, the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the EU following a referendum in 2016 has damaged mobility between the two areas. 
"This situation has particularly affected the opportunities for young people to experience life on the other side of the Channel and to benefit from youth, cultural, educational, research and training exchanges," the Commission said.
When the U.K. was still a member of the economic and political bloc, its nationals had the right to live and work freely in the EU, with reciprocity for EU nationals in the U.K. Under the agreement proposed by the EU's executive arm, EU and UK citizens between 18 and 30 years old would be eligible to stay up to four years in the destination country.

    


The deal would also allow equal treatment of EU and UK students in the field of university tuition fees. Most EU students must now pay international tuition fees if they want to study in the U.K. The Commission says these vary between 11,400 and 38,000 pounds ($14,200-$47,300) per year and are a strong deterrent for EU students who generally don't have to pay as much within the bloc. 


The Commission's recommendation will be discussed by EU member countries who must give the green light before the executive arm can start negotiations with the UK.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have successful Youth Mobility Schemes with 13 countries, including Australia and New Zealand, and remain open to agreeing them with our international partners, including EU member states," the British government said in a statement. 
The U.K. has its own Youth Mobility Scheme, which it has offered to some EU member states. The Commission believes the British plan is less ambitious than its own proposal. 
 "Our agreements provide a valuable route for cultural exchanges providing partner countries are also willing to offer the same opportunities for young British people," the British government added.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Brexit at https://apnews.com/hub/brexit
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Nigeria's army rescues a woman abducted from Chibok as a schoolgirl, and her 3 children

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Sculptures created by French artist Prune Nourry, Inspired by ancient Nigerian Ife terracotta heads, titled "Statues Also Breathe," and representing the remaining 108 Chibok still in captivity are displayed in Lagos, Nigeria, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022. The Nigerian army says a girl who was seized from her school along with hundreds others during a raid by extremists ten years ago in northeastern Nigeria has been rescued together with her three children. Lydia Simon was among 276 girls seized from their school in Nigeria]
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Nigerian soldiers rescued a woman who was abducted by extremists a decade ago while she was a schoolgirl in the village of Chibok, the army said Thursday. Her three children were also rescued.
Lydia Simon, who is five months pregnant, was rescued by Nigerian troops in the Gwoza council area of Borno state, where the 15-year insurgency by Islamic extremists is concentrated, according to a statement from the army. Her age wasn't immediately released by authorities, but she is most likely in her 20s.
The statement was accompanied by a picture of Simon and her children, who appear to be between the ages of 2 and 4. She has yet to be reunited with her family.
Simon was among 276 girls seized from their school in Chibok in April 2014 at the height of the extremist violence in the region. About 82 of them are still in captivity.

    


The first of a series of mass school kidnappings in the West African nation, the Chibok abduction shocked the world and triggered a global social media campaign tagged #BringBackOurGirls.
The Nigerian army didn't say how she was freed other than that she was rescued in a hot spot known as Ngoshe, 130 kilometers (74 miles) north of the Borno state capital of Maiduguri.




Some Chibok parents and security analysts have said there is little evidence to show there is a special military operation to free the women. Those who returned in recent years were mostly found abandoned in the forests.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some of the recently freed women were either raped by the insurgents or forced into marriages, according to Chioma Agwuegbo, an activist who was part of the #BringBackOurGirls campaign.
"We have heard their stories about the amount of trauma and violence they have faced. Somebody who was kidnapped 10 years ago is not returning as the same person," Agwuegbo said.
Villagers in Chibok joined Simon's family as they waited for when they would be allowed to see her. 
"The government has not told us anything (and) we are waiting for an official call," said Yakubu Nkeki, chairman of the Chibok girls' parents' association.
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UK Conservatives suspend lawmaker as sleaze allegations swirl over possible misuse of party funds

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Undated handout photo issued by UK Parliament of Conservative MP Mark Menzies. Britain's governing Conservative Party said Thursday, April 18, 2024, it has suspended a lawmaker who is alleged to have used campaign funds for personal medical expenses and to pay off someone who was threatening him. The Times of London reported Mark Menzies took thousands of pounds (dollars) given to the party by donors for medical costs and other personal expenses. (Chris McAndrew/UK Parliament via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | Undated handout photo issued by UK Parliament of Conservative MP Mark Menzies. Britain's governing Conservative Party said Thursday, April 18, 2024, it has suspended a lawmaker who is alleged to have used campaign funds for personal medical expenses and to pay off someone who was threatening him. The Times of London reported Mark Menzies took thousands of pounds (dollars) given to the party by donors for medical costs and other personal expenses. (Chris McAndrew/UK Parliament via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - The Union flag flaps in the wind outside the Houses of Parliament in London, Monday, Oct. 24, 2022. Britain's governing Conservative Party said Thursday, April 18, 2024, it has suspended a lawmaker who is alleged to have used campaign funds for personal medical expenses and to pay off someone who was threatening him. The case is the latest allegation of sleaze to hit the Conservatives, who have lost several lawmakers to ethics scandals in the past two years - including former Prime Minister Boris Johnson. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, file)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Britain's governing Conservative Party said Thursday it has suspended a lawmaker who is alleged to have used campaign funds for personal medical expenses and to pay off someone who was threatening him.
The Times of London reported Mark Menzies took thousands of pounds (dollars) given to the party by donors for medical costs and other personal expenses. 
It said that in December he called a 78-year-old aide at 3 a.m. asking for help because he had been locked in an apartment by "bad people" who were demanding money for his release. A sum of 6,500 pounds ($8,100) was paid personally by Menzies' office manager, who was reimbursed from donors' cash, the newspaper said.
Menzies, who has represented the seat of Fylde in northwest England since 2010, told the Times: "I strongly dispute the allegations put to me. I have fully complied with all the rules for declarations. As there is an investigation ongoing I will not be commenting further."

    


He did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Associated Press.
The Conservative whips' office said Menzies had agreed to be suspended from the Conservative caucus in Parliament, "pending the outcome of an investigation." The suspension means he will remain in Parliament as an independent lawmaker.




He was also suspended from an unpaid role as Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's trade envoy to Colombia, Peru, Chile and Argentina.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Menzies has faced misconduct claims before. In 2014 he quit as a ministerial aide after allegations about his behavior made by a Brazilian male escort. Three years later, the Times said, he was "interviewed by police over bizarre accusations that he had deliberately got an acquaintance's dog drunk." It said Menzies strongly denied giving alcohol to a dog.
The case is the latest allegation of sleaze to hit the Conservatives, who have lost several lawmakers to ethics scandals in the past two years - including former Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

    


They include a lawmaker caught looking at porn in the House of Commons, another who reportedly offered to lobby on behalf of gambling firms and a legislator alleged to have drunkenly groped strangers at a London private members' club.
Last week Conservative lawmaker William Wragg suspended himself from the party's parliamentary caucus after acknowledging he'd been the victim of a sexting scam that led to him passing colleagues' contact details to an unknown individual who held "compromising" material on him.
The Conservatives have been in power since 2010, but opinion polls put them well behind the opposition Labour Party, with an election due later this year.
The report is the latest sign of the muckraking and personal mudslinging expected in the election. Conservatives accuse Labour Deputy Leader Angela Rayner of dodging tax on a house sale years ago by falsely claiming that it was her primary residence. Police say they are investigating. Rayner denies wrongdoing and has not been suspended by her party.
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Croatia's conservatives believe they'll soon form a majority government despite inconclusive vote

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Croatia's Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic arrives for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Croatia's Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic, center, is greeted by Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, right, during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic, center, speaks after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic toasts with a glass of champagne after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic cuts the cake after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic, center, speaks after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic waves after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic, center, speaks after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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        Croatia's conservatives believe they'll soon form a majority government despite inconclusive vote

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Croatia's Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic arrives for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Croatia's Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic, center, is greeted by Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, right, during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic, center, speaks after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic, right, shakes hands with his supporters after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic toasts with a glass of champagne after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic cuts the cake after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic, center, speaks after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic waves after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic, center, speaks after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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                                        ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) -- Croatia 's ruling conservatives said Thursday that talks have already started about the formation of a new governing majority the day after a highly contested parliamentary election that saw a far-right party emerge as a potential kingmaker.
Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic, who is the leader of the Croatian Democratic Union party, or HDZ, said that the party has contacted some of the potential future partners and more talks will take place on Thursday.
Preliminary results of the vote on Wednesday showed that Plenkovic's HDZ won 61 seats in the 151-seat parliament, which means the party has to form a coalition government to stay in power. 
The main opponent, center-left Social Democratic Party, backed by President Zoran Milanovic, got 42 seats while the far-right Homeland Movement was third, with 14 seats, according to the tally released by the State Election Commission. 

    


Plenkovic offered no details about any potential future alliance. If he remains prime minister, that would mark his third consecutive term at the post. 
"Everything is going well," he wrote on Facebook. "You will soon know with whom we will form the new majority."




Milanovic said in his own message on Facebook that two-thirds of the votes went to parties that are opposed to corruption, crime and inequality. Only someone who can put together a 76-seat majority in parliament can lead the government, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Talks about the formation of the new majority are underway and all those taking part in the talks must take care about the will of the Croatian people that was expressed in the election," said Milanovic. 
Plenkovic has faced accusations of corruption as Croatia, a European Union and NATO member, struggles with the highest inflation rate in the eurozone, a labor shortage and a surge in migration.
At stake at the election on Wednesday wasn't just the Adriatic Sea country's future domestic policies, but also the EU's unity as it grapples with the instability from Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 

    


If the HDZ stays in power as expected, Croatia would continue on a pro-Western course in supporting Ukraine in its fight against Russia. Milanovic is critical of EU policies over the war in Ukraine. If he were to form a government, that could potentially open space for stronger pro-Russia influence in the country, akin to Hungary and Slovakia.
The clash between Croatia's main political leaders had fueled political tensions before Wednesday's vote that was also seen as a test of popularity for the conservatives before the European Parliament election in June.
Apart from the three main groups, the pro-religious Most, or Bridge, party won 11 seats while green-leftist Mozemo, or We Can, group won 11. Mozemo have called for a minority government that would tackle reported widespread corruption in the country. 
The far-right Homeland Movement is a relatively new political party made up largely of radical nationalists who had left the more center-right HDZ. The party is led by the hard-line mayor of the eastern town of Vukovar, which was destroyed during the 1991-95 war, which Croatia fought after splitting from the former Yugoslavia. 

    


The HDZ has largely held office since Croatia gained independence. The Balkan nation became an EU member in 2013, and joined Europe's passport-free travel area and the eurozone last year.
After Milanovic scheduled the election and announced his surprise bid for prime minister, he began campaigning on behalf of the SDP. But Croatia's constitutional court judges stepped in, saying the move was unconstitutional and he must resign to run, a ruling Milanovic ignored. 
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Nancy Pelosi book, 'The Art of Power,' will reflect on her career in public life

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., talks to The Associated Press on April 19, 2023, at the Capitol in Washington. Pelosi has completed a book about her years in public life, from legislation she helped enact to such traumatizing moments as the Jan. 6, 2021, siege of the U.S. Capitol and the assault at her San Francisco home that left her husband with a fractured skull. Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April 18, 2024, that Pelosi's ]
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        Nancy Pelosi book, 'The Art of Power,' will reflect on her career in public life

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., talks to The Associated Press on April 19, 2023, at the Capitol in Washington. Pelosi has completed a book about her years in public life, from legislation she helped enact to such traumatizing moments as the Jan. 6, 2021, siege of the U.S. Capitol and the assault at her San Francisco home that left her husband with a fractured skull. Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April 18, 2024, that Pelosi's ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., talks to The Associated Press on April 19, 2023, at the Capitol in Washington. Pelosi has completed a book about her years in public life, from legislation she helped enact to such traumatizing moments as the Jan. 6, 2021, siege of the U.S. Capitol and the assault at her San Francisco home that left her husband with a fractured skull. Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April 18, 2024, that Pelosi's "The Art of Power" will be released Aug. 6. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
FILE - Former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., talks to The Associated Press on April 19, 2023, at the Capitol in Washington. Pelosi has completed a book about her years in public life, from legislation she helped enact to such traumatizing moments as the Jan. 6, 2021, siege of the U.S. Capitol and the assault at her San Francisco home that left her husband with a fractured skull. Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April 18, 2024, that Pelosi's "The Art of Power" will be released Aug. 6. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Simon & Schuster shows the cover of former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's new book, "The Art of Power." Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April, 18, 2024, that Pelosi's book will be released Aug. 6. (Simon & Schuster via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | This image provided by Simon & Schuster shows the cover of former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's new book, "The Art of Power." Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April, 18, 2024, that Pelosi's book will be released Aug. 6. (Simon & Schuster via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
This image provided by Simon & Schuster shows the cover of former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's new book, "The Art of Power." Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April, 18, 2024, that Pelosi's book will be released Aug. 6. (Simon & Schuster via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Simon & Schuster shows the cover of former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's new book, "The Art of Power." Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April, 18, 2024, that Pelosi's book will be released Aug. 6. (Simon & Schuster via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | This image provided by Simon & Schuster shows the cover of former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's new book, "The Art of Power." Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April, 18, 2024, that Pelosi's book will be released Aug. 6. (Simon & Schuster via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
This image provided by Simon & Schuster shows the cover of former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's new book, "The Art of Power." Simon & Schuster announced Thursday, April, 18, 2024, that Pelosi's book will be released Aug. 6. (Simon & Schuster via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By HILLEL ITALIE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has completed a book about her years in public life, from legislation she helped enact to such traumatizing moments as the Jan. 6 siege of the U.S. Capitol and the assault at her San Francisco home that left her husband with a fractured skull. 
Simon & Schuster announced Thursday that Pelosi's "The Art of Power" will be released Aug. 6.
"People always ask me how I did what I did in the House," Pelosi, the first woman to become speaker, said in a statement. "In 'The Art of Power,' I reveal how -- and more importantly, why."
Pelosi, 84, was first elected to the House in 1987, rose to minority leader in 2003 and to speaker four years later, when the Democrats became the majority party. She served as speaker from 2007-2011, and again from 2019-2023, and was widely credited with helping to mobilize support for and pass such landmark bills as the Affordable Care Act and the Inflation Reduction Act. 

    


She stepped away from any leadership positions after Republicans retook the majority in the 2022 elections, but she continues to represent California's 11th district.




According to Simon & Schuster, Pelosi also will offer a "personal account" of Jan. 6, 2021, when a mob of President Donald Trump's supporters rampaged through the Capitol as Congress voted to certify Joe Biden's victory over Trump. She also recounts the night in 2022 when an intruder broke into the Pelosi home and assaulted her husband, Paul Pelosi, with a hammer. (Nancy Pelosi was in Washington at the time).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Pelosi shares that horrifying day and the traumatic aftermath for her and her family," the publisher's announcement reads in part.
Pelosi's previous book, "Know Your Power: A Message to America's Daughters," came out in 2008. In 2022, she was the subject of the HBO documentary "Pelosi in the House," made by daughter Alexandra Pelosi.
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Burkina Faso junta expel 3 French diplomats over alleged subversive activities

                            

                            

                            
                                By JACK THOMPSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- The military Junta ruling Burkina Faso have expelled three French diplomats for alleged subversive activities, according to a government document posted on social media Thursday. 
The Junta named the three diplomats, two of whom are political advisors, and declared they were persona non grata in Burkina Faso, according to the document signed by the ministry of foreign affairs Tuesday. They have 48 hours to leave Burkina Faso.
The document did not give details about the alleged subversive activities.
The French foreign ministry said in a statement Thursday that it regretted the decision to expel its diplomats and rejected the accusations, stating its activities in Burkina Faso were within the United Nations framework for diplomatic and consular relations. 
"The decision of the Burkinabe authorities is not based on any legitimate basis," said the statement. "We can only deplore it." 

    


The expulsion comes amid deteriorating relations between Burkina Faso and its former colonial ruler, France. The military junta severed military ties with France in 2023, ordering hundreds of French troops to depart the West African country within a month, following in the path of neighboring Mali, also headed by a coup leader.




More than 60 years after Burkina Faso's independence, French remains an official language and France has maintained strong economic and humanitarian aid ties with its former colony. As the Islamic extremist insurgency has deepened, however, anti-French sentiment has spiked due in part to the unabating violence.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After a second coup last year, anti-French protesters began urging the junta to strengthen ties with Russia instead.
The prevailing anti-western sentiment and increasing ties with Russia and China are ongoing trends across Burkina Faso and neighbouring Mali, said Rida Lyammouri, senior fellow at the Policy Centre for the New South, a Moroccan-based thinktank.

    


"This is a continuation of a measure adopted by Burkina Faso and Mali that has seen the expulsion of French diplomats and journalists and suspended some international media," said Lyammouri.
The junta is also distancing itself from regional and Western nations that don't agree with its approach. This year, it left the West African regional economic bloc known as ECOWAS and created an alliance with Mali and Niger, also led by military juntas.
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Prominent figure in German far-right party stands trial over alleged use of Nazi slogan

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Prosecutors said Wednesday that they have charged one of the most prominent figures in the far-right Alternative for Germany party with a second count of uttering a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers at a political event.
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    [image: German far-right politician of the Alternative for Germany (AfD) Bjoern Hoecke, centre, attends his trial in the state court in Halle, Germany, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Bjoern Hoecke, goes on trial at the state court in Halle on charges related to his alleged use in a 2021 speech of a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers. (Fabrizio Bensch/Pool via AP)]
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[image: German far-right politician of the Alternative for Germany (AfD) Bjoern Hoecke, centre left, enters the courtroom for his trial in the state court in Halle, Germany, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Bjoern Hoecke, goes on trial at the state court in Halle on charges related to his alleged use in a 2021 speech of a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers. (Fabrizio Bensch/Pool via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A carnival float, depicting far-right AfD politician Bjoern Hoecke, whose arm is raised by CDU and FDP politicians at the Thuringia elections, takes part the traditional carnival parade in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020. One of the most prominent figures in the far-right Alternative for Germany party is going on trial Thursday on charges of twice using a Nazi slogan, months before a regional election in which he is running to become his state's governor. Bjoern Hoecke is the leader of the regional branch of Alternative for Germany, or AfD, in the eastern state of Thuringia. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)]
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[image: Protestors hold banners reading 'Bjoern Hoecke is a nazi' outside the state court in Halle, Germany, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Bjoern Hoecke, goes on trial at the state court in Halle on charges related to his alleged use in a 2021 speech of a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers. (Fabrizio Bensch/Pool via AP)]
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[image: Protestor hold posters reading 'Bjoern Hoecke is a Nazi' outside the state court in Halle, Germany, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Bjoern Hoecke, goes on trial at the state court in Halle on charges related to his alleged use in a 2021 speech of a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, Pool)]
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[image: Police officers guard during a protest against German far-right politician of the Alternative for Germany Bjoern Hoecke, outside the state court in Halle, Germany, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Bjoern Hoecke, goes on trial at the state court in Halle on charges related to his alleged use in a 2021 speech of a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers. (Fabrizio Bensch/Pool via AP)]
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[image: Protestors hold a poster reading 'Bjoern Hoecke is a nazi' outside the state court in Halle, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Bjoern Hoecke, goes on trial at the state court in Halle on charges related to his alleged use in a 2021 speech of a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, Pool)]
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[image: A protestor holds a poster reading 'No power for the new Nazis! ' outside the state court in Halle, Germany, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Bjoern Hoecke, goes on trial at the state court in Halle on charges related to his alleged use in a 2021 speech of a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, Pool)]
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[image: German far-right politician of the Alternative for Germany (AfD) Bjoern Hoecke, centre, attends his trial in the state court in Halle, Germany, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Bjoern Hoecke, goes on trial at the state court in Halle on charges related to his alleged use in a 2021 speech of a slogan used by the Nazis' SA stormtroopers. (Fabrizio Bensch/Pool via AP)]
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                                        HALLE, Germany (AP) -- One of the most prominent figures in the far-right Alternative for Germany party went on trial Thursday on charges of using a Nazi slogan, months before a regional election in which he plans to run to become his state's governor.
Bjorn Hocke, 52, is the leader of the regional branch of Alternative for Germany, or AfD, in the eastern state of Thuringia and a powerful figure on the party's hard right. 
While never formally a national leader of AfD, the former history teacher has been consistently influential as the 11-year-old party steadily headed further right and ousted several comparatively moderate leaders. 
At the trial at the state court in Halle, he is charged with using symbols of unconstitutional organizations. He is accused of ending a speech in nearby Merseburg in May 2021 with the words "Everything for Germany!"

    


Prosecutors contend he was aware of the origin of the phrase as a slogan of the Nazis' SA stormtroopers, but Hocke argued that it is an "everyday saying."
Using symbols of unconstitutional organizations can carry a fine or a prison sentence of up to three years. Four court sessions have been scheduled through May 14.




Demonstrators gathered outside the court building before the trial opened, with banners including "Bjorn Hocke is a Nazi" and "Stop AfD!" About 570 protesters turned out, according to police.
The court last week added a second count of using the same phrase to the Halle trial, but decided shortly before proceedings started to try that separately because Hocke's defense lawyers recently changed, German news agency dpa reported. In that case, prosecutors allege that he repeated the offense at a party event in Gera last December, "in certain knowledge" that using the slogan is a criminal offense.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They say that Hocke said "Everything for ..." and encouraged the audience to shout "Germany!" 

    


There are no formal pleas in the German legal system, and defendants aren't obliged to respond to the charges. Hocke's defense team said after the indictment was read Thursday that he would respond and answer questions from prosecutors at a later point.
Hocke insisted in a debate with a conservative rival last week that he wasn't aware "Everything for Germany!" was a Nazi slogan and claimed that many others have used it. "Everyone out there knows it's an everyday saying," he said on Welt television.
Hocke has led AfD's regional branch in Thuringia since 2013, the year the party was founded, and its group in the state legislature in Erfurt since it first won seats there in 2014. 
He once called the Holocaust memorial in Berlin a "monument of shame" and called for Germany to perform a "180-degree turn" in how it remembers its past. A party tribunal in 2018 rejected a bid to have him expelled. 
Hocke's regional branch of AfD is now one of three that the domestic intelligence agency has under official surveillance as a "proven right-wing extremist" group.
Wolfgang Schroeder, a political science professor at the Berlin Social Science Center, said Hocke has become an increasingly important figure in AfD and the front man of a "radicalization project" in the party. He said that people vote for the party "in part out of protest, in part out of conviction."

    


AfD is particularly strong in the formerly communist east and is in first place in polls in Thuringia before a state election on Sept. 1, with recent surveys showing support of 29-to-31%. 
It's unlikely that any other party will agree to work with Hocke and put him in the governor's office, but AfD's strength has made forming governing coalitions in the state enormously complicated.
Hocke also faces a second trial, for which dates haven't yet been set, on charges of incitement related to a 2022 post on Telegram about a crime in the western city of Ludwigshafen.
___
Geir Moulson reported from Berlin.
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Prominent Baptist pastor in military-ruled Myanmar detained again hours after release from prison

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Hkalam Samson poses for photography together with his wife after his release from the prison in Myintkyina township in Kachin state, Myanmar on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Hkalam Samson, prominent Christian church leader and human rights advocate from Myanmar's Kachin ethnic minority, was detained by the authorities just hours after he was released from prison under an amnesty by the military government, a relative, a colleague and local media said Thursday, April 18, 2024.(AP Photo)]
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[image: Hkalam Samson, second from right, poses for photography together with his family members, relatives and friends after his release from the prison in Myintkyina township in Kachin state, Myanmar on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Hkalam Samson, prominent Christian church leader and human rights advocate from Myanmar's Kachin ethnic minority, was detained by the authorities just hours after he was released from prison under an amnesty by the military government, a relative, a colleague and local media said Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: FILE - President Donald Trump speaks as he meets with survivors of religious persecution, including Hkalam Samson, standing on the first row, second from right, in the Oval Office of the White House on Wednesday, July 17, 2019, in Washington. Hkalam Samson, prominent Christian church leader and human rights advocate from Myanmar's Kachin ethnic minority, was detained by the authorities just hours after he was released from prison under an amnesty by the military government, a relative, a colleague and local media said Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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    [image: Hkalam Samson poses for photography together with his wife after his release from the prison in Myintkyina township in Kachin state, Myanmar on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Hkalam Samson, prominent Christian church leader and human rights advocate from Myanmar's Kachin ethnic minority, was detained by the authorities just hours after he was released from prison under an amnesty by the military government, a relative, a colleague and local media said Thursday, April 18, 2024.(AP Photo)]
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[image: Hkalam Samson, second from right, poses for photography together with his family members, relatives and friends after his release from the prison in Myintkyina township in Kachin state, Myanmar on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Hkalam Samson, prominent Christian church leader and human rights advocate from Myanmar's Kachin ethnic minority, was detained by the authorities just hours after he was released from prison under an amnesty by the military government, a relative, a colleague and local media said Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo)]
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[image: FILE - President Donald Trump speaks as he meets with survivors of religious persecution, including Hkalam Samson, standing on the first row, second from right, in the Oval Office of the White House on Wednesday, July 17, 2019, in Washington. Hkalam Samson, prominent Christian church leader and human rights advocate from Myanmar's Kachin ethnic minority, was detained by the authorities just hours after he was released from prison under an amnesty by the military government, a relative, a colleague and local media said Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- A prominent Christian church leader and human rights advocate from Myanmar's Kachin ethnic minority was detained by the authorities just hours after he was released from prison under an amnesty by the military government, a relative, a colleague and local media said Thursday.
The Rev. Hkalam Samson, former head of the Kachin Baptist Convention and chairman of the Kachin National Consultative Assembly, was among the 3,300 prisoners released nationwide on Wednesday to mark the traditional Thingyan New Year holiday. The assembly is an umbrella organization uniting religious and civil society groups with political organizations promoting Kachin rights, including autonomy from Myanmar's central government. 
Kachin state, in northern Myanmar, has been the scene of intermittent warfare for decades between the army and well-organized and -armed Kachin guerrillas.

    


Samson had been warmly welcomed by family and friends outside the gate of the prison in the Kachin state capital, Myitkyina, when he was released early Wednesday afternoon. 
At around 10 p.m. Wednesday night, however, security forces and officials came to his home in the city and took him away, said one of his relatives, who spoke on condition of anonymity because she feared arrest by the authorities.




She said members of his family were told by the authorities that they were taking him temporarily for his safety. She added that his family, friends and members of other local Christian communities were seeking updated information and to get him released.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A member of the Kachin Baptist Convention told The Associated Press that Samson's wife, Zung Nyaw, and a member of the Kachin-based Peace-talk Creation Group were taken together with him to Myitkyina prison, where Samson had been held for 16 months.
The Baptist Convention member, who also spoke on condition of anonymity for safety reasons, said that the three were taken after being told they needed to answer a few questions. No further explanation was given.

    


Samson is a prominent advocate of the human rights of the ethnic and religious minorities in Myanmar and in 2019 was part of a delegation that met the U.S. President Trump at the White House to discuss the military's abuse of ethnic minorities. He was detained in December 2022 while preparing to fly to Thailand for a health checkup, and in April last year was handed a six-year prison term after being convicted of violating laws on unlawful association, incitement and counter-terrorism.
Christians make up about 6% of Myanmar's overwhelmingly Buddhist population, but about 34% of Kachin's estimated 1.7 million population.
Human rights groups said minority religions including Christians have been significantly persecuted in Myanmar since an army takeover in 2021, when the military ousted the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi and suppressed nonviolent protests, triggering armed resistance that has led to civil war. 
Kachin guerrillas have played a large role in the resistance movemen t uniting armed ethnic minority groups with pro-democracy fighters who organized against military rule. 

    


In March, another Baptist pastor was shot dead at the computer shop where he worked in Mogaung township, in Kachin, U.S. Government funded Radio Free Asia reported last month.
Its report said 47-year-old Nammye Hkun Jaw Li, also from the Kachin Baptist Convention, had been active in protests against the military, and as a local community religious leader. 
A former township executive of the KBC, he was also active with a grassroots anti-drug organization called Pat Jasan, which is controversial for allegedly employing violence as part of its drug eradication activities. 
Frontier areas in Myanmar have historically been major areas for drug production, especially the region where its borders meet with those of Laos and Thailand, known as the Golden Triangle. Opium, used to make heroin, used to be the major illicit product. In recent decades it has been supplanted by methamphetamine, trafficked all over Asia and beyond, but as war in Myanmar has disrupted law enforcement and farmers' abilities to grow food crops, opium and heroin production have rebounded. 

    


The military government also announced this week that Myanmar's jailed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from prison to house arrest as a health measure due to a heat wave, Suu Kyi, 78, and Win Myint, the 72-year-old former president of her ousted government, were among the elderly and infirm prisoners moved to house arrest because of the severe heat, military spokesperson Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told foreign media representatives.
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Germany arrests 2 for allegedly spying for Russia, plotting sabotage to undermine Ukraine aid
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Two German-Russian men have been arrested in Germany on suspicion of espionage, one of them accused of agreeing to carry out attacks on potential targets including U.S. military facilities in hopes of sabotaging aid for Ukraine, prosecutors said Thursday.
The two, identified only as Dieter S. and Alexander J. in line with German privacy rules, were arrested Wednesday in the Bavarian city of Bayreuth, federal prosecutors said.
Prosecutors allege Dieter S. had been discussing possible acts of sabotage in Germany with a person linked to Russian intelligence since October, and that the main aim was to undermine military support given by Germany to Ukraine. 
The suspect declared himself willing to carry out bombing and arson attacks on infrastructure used by the military and industrial sites in Germany, prosecutors said in a statement. They added that he gathered information on potential targets, including U.S. military facilities. 

    


Alexander J. allegedly helped him to do so starting in March at the latest, while Dieter S. scouted out some of the sites, took photos and videos of military goods and passed the information to his intelligence contact.




A judge on Wednesday ordered Dieter S. kept in custody pending a possible indictment, and Alexander J. was ordered held on Thursday.
Dieter S. also faces separate accusations of belonging to an armed unit of pro-Russian separatist forces in the Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine between December 2014 and September 2016.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Germany has become the second-biggest supplier of weapons to Ukraine after the United States since Russia started its full-scale invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago. The U.S. has a large military presence in Germany, including in Bavaria.
Prosecutors did not name any specific locations in the suspects' sights. German news agency dpa and magazine Der Spiegel reported, without citing sources, that the locations allegedly snooped on include the U.S. Grafenwoehr military base.

    


Germany's top security official, Interior Minister Nancy Faeser, said Russia's ambassador was summoned to the Foreign Ministry in Berlin.
She vowed that Germany will continue to thwart any such Russian threats. "We will continue to give Ukraine massive support and will not let ourselves be intimidated," she said.
Faeser wouldn't comment on details of the investigation. She said that Germany has increased its security measures since Russia sent its troops into Ukraine in 2022 and will keep evaluating them.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said he couldn't comment on the reported arrests, saying that he doesn't have "any information on this matter."
European officials have recently warned of Russia-linked interference networks trying to undermine European support for Ukraine in its war against Russia.
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Belgian and Czech leaders exhort the EU to react amid concern over Russian election interference

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: From left, Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo, European Council President Charles Michel, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market Enrico Letta and Finland's Prime Minister Petteri Orpo speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | From left, Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo, European Council President Charles Michel, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market Enrico Letta and Finland's Prime Minister Petteri Orpo speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, left, and Czech Republic's Prime Minister Petr Fiala arrive for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: From left, Latvia's Prime Minister Evika Silina, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen and Czech Republic's Prime Minister Petr Fiala speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. European leaders' discussions at a summit in Brussels were set to focus on the bloc's competitiveness in the face of increased competition from the United States and China. Tensions in the Middle East and the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine decided otherwise and the 27 leaders will dedicate Wednesday evening talks to foreign affairs. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo arrives for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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[image: Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, left, speaks with Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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        Belgian and Czech leaders exhort the EU to react amid concern over Russian election interference

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: From left, Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo, European Council President Charles Michel, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market Enrico Letta and Finland's Prime Minister Petteri Orpo speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | From left, Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo, European Council President Charles Michel, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market Enrico Letta and Finland's Prime Minister Petteri Orpo speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
From left, Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo, European Council President Charles Michel, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, author of the High-Level Report on the future of the Single Market Enrico Letta and Finland's Prime Minister Petteri Orpo speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, left, and Czech Republic's Prime Minister Petr Fiala arrive for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, left, and Czech Republic's Prime Minister Petr Fiala arrive for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: From left, Latvia's Prime Minister Evika Silina, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen and Czech Republic's Prime Minister Petr Fiala speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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From left, Latvia's Prime Minister Evika Silina, Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen and Czech Republic's Prime Minister Petr Fiala speak during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. European leaders' discussions at a summit in Brussels were set to focus on the bloc's competitiveness in the face of increased competition from the United States and China. Tensions in the Middle East and the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine decided otherwise and the 27 leaders will dedicate Wednesday evening talks to foreign affairs. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. European leaders' discussions at a summit in Brussels were set to focus on the bloc's competitiveness in the face of increased competition from the United States and China. Tensions in the Middle East and the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine decided otherwise and the 27 leaders will dedicate Wednesday evening talks to foreign affairs. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo arrives for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo arrives for a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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[image: Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, left, speaks with Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)]
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Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, left, speaks with Belgium's Prime Minister Alexander De Croo during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, April 18, 2024. European Union leaders vowed on Wednesday to ramp up sanctions against Iran as concern grows that Tehran's unprecedented attack on Israel could fuel a wider war in the Middle East. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The leaders of Belgium and the Czech Republic are warning their European Union partners to take urgent action to prevent Russian interference in June's Europe-wide elections, after the two countries' intelligence services uncovered evidence of attempts to bribe EU lawmakers.
"We simply cannot allow Russia to get away with such a blatant attack on our democratic institutions and principles," Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo and his Czech counterpart Peter Fiala said in a letter, as EU leaders held a summit in Brussels on Thursday.
"We must arm ourselves against this, both at national and European level," they wrote.
Last week, with campaigning for the June 6-9 starting to gather momentum, De Croo said that Belgium's intelligence service has confirmed the existence of a network trying to undermine European support for Ukraine in its war against Russia.

    


The Czech government has imposed sanctions on a number of people after a pro-Russian influence operation was uncovered there. They are alleged to have approached members of the European Parliament and offered them money to promote Russian propaganda.




U.S. intelligence agencies concluded that Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered a hidden campaign to influence the 2016 race in favor of Donald Trump over Democratic challenger Hillary Clinton, with Russian operatives hacking Democratic emails and facilitating their release in the run-up to the election.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More recently, they concluded that Putin had authorized influence operations in the 2020 election aimed at denigrating Joe Biden, boosting Trump, undermining confidence in the vote and exacerbating social divisions in the U.S. Trump and Putin have dismissed such findings.
Asked which politicians might have been bribed in Europe, De Croo said: "I don't want to be in a position where I have information about political opponents. If that were the case, it would not be a good thing. That could undermine the credibility of everything our security services are doing.

    


"There is someone who is trying to influence, and there are people who allow themselves to be influenced, and when there is money involved, we must be able to take action," he said at the summit, which is the last such meeting planned before the elections.
De Croo said that while the money had changed hands outside of Belgium, the political influence was happening in his country. Belgium currently holds the EU's rotating presidency and is home to the bloc's institutions as well as the headquarters of NATO.
He and Fiala want their partners to beef up the mandate of Europe's anti-fraud agency and the EU public prosecutors' office. De Croo warned that this could take time and pointed out that not all the bloc's member countries have signed up to the prosecutors' office.
"We can't wait until after the elections to take action when we know that the results might be influenced," De Croo said.
During the summit, European Parliament President Roberta Metsola warned that "Russia's attempts to skew narratives and strengthen pro-Kremlin sentiments ... through disinformation are not anymore just a threat, but a possibility that we must be ready to counter."

    


Elections to the EU's assembly are held across the 27 member countries every five years. They involve a series of national polls to choose around 720 members. Many voters use the elections to cast protest ballots against their own national governments.
Members of the EU parliament, the bloc's only democratically elected institution, shape and decide on new laws that influence the lives of around 420 million people living in Europe, ranging from economic affairs to the fight against poverty, tackling climate change and boosting security.
Last month, Latvia's state security service started criminal proceedings against 73-year-old Latvian EU lawmaker Tatjana Zdanoka over alleged Russian ties. Reports in Russian, Nordic and Baltic news sites alleged that she had been an agent for the Russian Federal Security Service since at least 2004.

    


EU nations have poured billions of euros into Ukraine, along with significant amounts of weaponry and ammunition. They've also slapped sanctions on top Russian officials, including Putin, banks, companies and the energy sector since the full-scale invasion in February 2022.
But as the war has dragged on, with Russian troops appearing now to hold a slim advantage, that support has become increasingly difficult to sustain. Hungary, Putin's closest European supporter, has held up the delivery of funds to Ukraine and is demanding that peace talks be held.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eu-elections-russia-interference-campaign-belgium-czech-983e2522461a01b729ccaf5302ec5c8a
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Chinese foreign minister criticizes US role in Gaza talks during visit to Indonesia

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta Thursday. Indonesia's Minister of Foreign Affairs Retno Marsudi told reporters that the two countries share the same view about the importance of a cease-fire and of resolving the conflict through a two-state solution. (AP Video/Andi Jatmiko)
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    [image: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, walks with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi during their bilateral meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, walks with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi during their bilateral meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi gestures as she speaks during a bilateral meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of the ongoing war that has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi gestures as she speaks during a bilateral meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of the ongoing war that has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi gestures as he speaks during his bilateral meeting with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi gestures as he speaks during his bilateral meeting with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, second right, speaks during a bilateral meeting with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, bottom second left, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, second right, speaks during a bilateral meeting with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, bottom second left, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, second right, speaks during a bilateral meeting with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, bottom second left, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, left, speaks during their bilateral meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, left, speaks during their bilateral meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, left, speaks during their bilateral meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, right, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, right, shakes hands with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during their bilateral meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, right, shakes hands with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during their bilateral meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi arrives for a bilateral meeting with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi arrives for a bilateral meeting with Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Indonesian Presidential Palace, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi , left, shakes hands with Indonesia President Joko Widodo during a meeting at the palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of Israel's ongoing war against Hamas. (Vico/Indonesian Presidential Palace via AP)]
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In this photo provided by the Indonesian Presidential Palace, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi , left, shakes hands with Indonesia President Joko Widodo during a meeting at the palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of Israel's ongoing war against Hamas. (Vico/Indonesian Presidential Palace via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the Indonesian Presidential Palace, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, left, talks with Indonesia President Joko Widodo during a meeting at the palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of Israel's ongoing war against Hamas. (Vico/Indonesian Presidential Palace via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | In this photo provided by the Indonesian Presidential Palace, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, left, talks with Indonesia President Joko Widodo during a meeting at the palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of Israel's ongoing war against Hamas. (Vico/Indonesian Presidential Palace via AP)
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In this photo provided by the Indonesian Presidential Palace, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, left, talks with Indonesia President Joko Widodo during a meeting at the palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of Israel's ongoing war against Hamas. (Vico/Indonesian Presidential Palace via AP)
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[image: Indonesian President-elect and current Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, left, stands next to Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi as Wang signs a guest book in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim/Pool)]
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Indonesian President-elect and current Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, left, stands next to Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi as Wang signs a guest book in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim/Pool)
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[image: Indonesian President-elect and current Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto, left, greets Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers called for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of the ongoing war that has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)]
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi attacked the United States for earlier blocking United Nations resolutions calling for a cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting with his counterpart in Indonesia.
The Chinese and Indonesian foreign ministers reiterated their countries' calls for an immediate and lasting cease-fire in Gaza after a meeting in Jakarta on Thursday, condemning the humanitarian costs of Israel's ongoing war against Hamas.
The U.S., together with Egypt and Qatar, brokered a brief cease-fire earlier in the war that included some swaps of hostages taken by Hamas and other militant groups in return for Palestinian prisoners held by Israel, and has sought to bring about a new deal. 
But the U.S. vetoed a number of proposed U.N. Security Council cease-fire resolutions because they didn't tie the calls directly to the release of Israel hostages or condemn Hamas' attack that prompted the war before allowing a resolution to a pass with an abstention in late March.

    


The meeting took place on the second day of a six-day tour during which Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi will also visit Papua New Guinea and Cambodia.




Indonesia's Minister of Foreign Affairs Retno Marsudi told reporters that the two countries share the same view about the importance of a cease-fire and of resolving the Palestinian problem through a two-state solution.
Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim-majority country, has long been a strong supporter of the Palestinians and does not recognize Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I am sure that China would use its influence to prevent escalation," Marsudi said, adding that China and Indonesia "would also fully support Palestine's membership in the U.N."
Wang blamed the United States for holding up cease-fire resolutions at the U.N. 
"The conflict in Gaza has lasted for half a year and caused a rare humanitarian tragedy in the 21st century. The United Nations Security Council responded to the call of the international community and continued to review the resolution draft on the cease-fire in Gaza, but it was repeatedly vetoed by the United States," Wang told reporters.

    


American officials have argued that the cease-fire and hostage releases are linked, while Russia, China and many other council members favored unconditional calls for a cease-fire. China and Russia also vetoed one U.S.-backed cease-fire resolution, saying it was not strong enough.
Referring to the resolution that was approved by the Security Council in March, Wang said: "This time, the U.S. did not dare to stand in opposition to international morality and chose to abstain. However, the U.S. claimed that this resolution was not binding," Wang said. "In the eyes of the United States, international law seems to be a tool that can be used whenever it finds useful and discarded if it does not want to use it."
The two ministers also discussed their countries' economic relationship and the South China Sea.
China is Indonesia's largest trading partner, with the trade volume reaching more than $127 billion. China is also one of Indonesia's largest foreign investors, with investment flows of more than $7.4 billion in 2023.
Later Thursday, Wang also met Indonesian President Joko Widodo and president-elect Prabowo Subianto, who is currently defense minister.
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Russia reports downing 5 Ukrainian military balloons in Kyiv's latest apparent war innovation

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Firefighters work on a building that was partially destroyed after a Russian bombardment in Chernihiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Three Russian missiles slammed into a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday, hitting an eight-floor apartment building and killing at least 17 people, authorities said. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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                                        Russian air defenses downed what authorities described as five Ukrainian balloons overnight, the defense ministry in Moscow said Thursday, as the sides kept up long-range strikes that have featured heavily in what has largely become a war of attrition.
Neither Russian nor Ukrainian officials have provided details about the secretive balloons, which Moscow authorities and media have reported on the battlefield in recent weeks. Ukraine's military has been driving innovation since the war began in February 2022, notably adapting drones for wide use against the bigger Kremlin forces.
According to Russian news reports, the Ukrainian balloons are equipped with a GPS module and carry explosives. They reportedly are harder to detect and could carry a bigger payload than more common small drones. It is not clear if they are helium or hot air or another type of balloon.

    


The balloons aren't able to maneuver in the air. The GPS module is likely used to coordinate the release of explosives if the balloon floats over a specific area, with the aim of sowing panic on the ground and distracting Russian air defense assets.




Three Ukrainian balloons and one drone were downed over the Voronezh region, which borders the Moscow-occupied Luhansk region of Ukraine, and two balloons were intercepted in the Belgorod region of Russia next to Ukraine, the Russian defense ministry said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As well as the balloons, Russia claimed it intercepted two Ukrainian tactical missiles, 19 rockets fired from multiple rocket launchers and 16 drones during the night.
The defense ministry also said that three drones were destroyed over the Rostov region, both in southern Russia.
Balloons brought down by Russian air defenses earlier this week in the Lipetsk and Kursk regions carried mortar mines, Russian news reports said.
Ukraine is encountering difficulties on the battlefield against a bigger and better-equipped army as key Western military support for Kyiv has tapered off. Crucially, further U.S. aid is stalled in Congress, just as Ukraine braces for a major Russian offensive that could come as early as next month.

    


Ukraine has increasingly aimed at distant targets behind the front line, striking Russian rear bases and infrastructure.
But Kyiv officials are pleading with the country's Western partners to send more air defense systems as Russian missile and drone attacks pummel urban areas and the power grid.
The death toll from a Russian missile attack on a downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday rose to 18, with 78 people injured, authorities said Thursday.
Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy appealed late Wednesday to European Union leaders for more air defense equipment, and Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba told a meeting of G7 foreign ministers in Italy on Thursday that "the one and the only issue on my agenda here ... is air defense."
Ukraine's air force said it downed all 13 Shahed drones launched by Russia at Ukraine overnight.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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US envoy to the UN vows support for families of Japanese who were abducted and taken to North Korea

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield meets with the families of abduction victims by North Korea Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: Sakie Yokota, mother of Megumi Yokota, one of the Japanese abductees by North Korea, speaks to U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, not in picture, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, third from left, poses for a photo with Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, left, and the families of abduction victims by North Korea on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: Takuya Yokota, Secretary-General of the Association of Families of Victims Kidnapped by North Korea, center, speaks to U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, not in picture on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | Takuya Yokota, Secretary-General of the Association of Families of Victims Kidnapped by North Korea, center, speaks to U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, not in picture on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield speaks with Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi and the families of abduction victims by North Korea on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield speaks with Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi and the families of abduction victims by North Korea on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sakie Yokota, mother of Megumi Yokota, one of the Japanese abductees by North Korea, speaks to U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 10 | Sakie Yokota, mother of Megumi Yokota, one of the Japanese abductees by North Korea, speaks to U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, center top, meets with Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi and the families of abduction victims by North Korea Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, center top, meets with Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi and the families of abduction victims by North Korea Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, center, meets with the families of abduction victims by North Korea Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, top left, meets with Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, far right, and the families of abduction victims by North Korea Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, third from left, poses for a photo with Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, left, and the families of abduction victims by North Korea on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, center, meets with the families of abduction victims by North Korea Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Ambassador to United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield, top left, meets with Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, far right, and the families of abduction victims by North Korea Thursday, April 18, 2024, at prime minister's office in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- The United States ambassador to the United Nations said Thursday that America will stand with Japan until all the Japanese abducted by North Korea decades ago return home to end their painful separation.
Linda Thomas-Greenfield made the comments on Thursday as she began her visit to Tokyo by meeting with the families of those kidnapped.
Japan says North Korea abducted at least 17 Japanese citizens, possibly many more, to train them as agents during the 1970s and 1980s. After admitting in 2002 it had abducted 13 Japanese, North Korea apologized and allowed five to return home for a visit. They have since stayed in Japan. Pyongyang said eight others had died and denied that the other four entered its territory and never provided a reinvestigation it has promised.
The twelve who are still missing include teenage students and others living along Japan's coasts. Many were bundled into small boats and taken across the sea to North Korea.

    


"The United Stats stands with all the families, with all of Japan and with the international community in pressing for a resolution that will allow all families separated by the regime's policies to be reunited," Thomas-Greenfield said at the outset of her meeting with five relatives of the abductees and a representative from their support group at the Prime Minister's Office.




"I'm all too familiar with the pain and the loss and the suffering that you family members here are experiencing," she said. "I know how painful it is for you, and then how long you have had to endure this pain." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thomas-Greenfield said she has worked on North Korea-related issues throughout her career. 
U.S. President Joe Biden's administration is committed to raising the abduction issue "at every opportunity and calling for the return of abducted Japanese citizens to their family," the ambassador said, adding that America sticks to that policy regardless of the leadership.

    


Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has repeatedly stated his determination to hold a summit with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un to achieve the return of the abductees.
Experts say Kim wants improved ties with Japan to drive a wedge between the United States and its allies, while Kishida, stung by a major corruption scandal in his governing party, wants to use possible progress in the abduction issue to turn around his dwindling support ratings at home. They say a summit, however, would be difficult because Japan cannot accept the preconditions set by Pyongyang in order to resolve the abduction issues.
Sakie Yokota, 88, whose then-13-year-old daughter, Megumi, was abducted in 1977 from Japan's northern coast on her way home from school, told Thomas-Greenfield that she, her husband and Megumi's brothers searched for her for 20 years until they found out she was abducted. They are still waiting to reunite with her, she said.
"All I want is to see her, while I'm still well," Yokota said, beseeching the ambassador for continued support toward resolving the problem.
Thomas-Greenfield arrived in Tokyo after her earlier visit to Seoul, where she and South Korean officials discussed a new mechanism for monitoring North Korea's nuclear weapons program. Russia and China have thwarted U.S.-led efforts to step up U.N. sanctions on North Korea over its ballistic missile testing since 2022, underscoring a deepening divide between permanent Security Council members over Russia's war on Ukraine.

    


The United States, South Korea and Japan have been deepening security ties amid growing tensions in the region from North Korea and China. The three countries have expanded their combined military exercises and their deterrence strategies built around U.S. strategic assets.
___
Associated Press writer Kim Tong-hyung in Seoul, South Korea, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-us-envoy-north-korea-abducted-42f17a71dbebffc07d81d12d3eb10088
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Lebanon says Israeli agents likely killed Hezbollah-linked currency exchanger near Beirut

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Municipal police officers patrol outside a villa where the Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighbourhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | Municipal police officers patrol outside a villa where the Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighbourhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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[image: Lebanese authorities sealed the main door of a villa where money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighbourhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The mysterious abduction and murder of a United States-sanctioned Lebanese money changer in a three-story villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town overlooking Beirut was most likely the work of Israeli operatives, Lebanon's interior minister said Wednesday. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this grab taken from video, mourners pray over the coffin of Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, who was found tortured and killed inside a villa in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, during his funeral procession in Labweh village, near the border with Syria, northeast Lebanon, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Medical gloves sit outside a villa where money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighbourhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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[image: In this grab taken from video, mourners carry the coffin of Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, who was found tortured and killed inside a villa in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, during his funeral procession in Labweh village, near the border with Syria, northeast Lebanon, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 7 | In this grab taken from video, mourners carry the coffin of Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, who was found tortured and killed inside a villa in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, during his funeral procession in Labweh village, near the border with Syria, northeast Lebanon, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo)
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[image: Lebanese Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at the interior ministry in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/ Hassan Ammar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | Lebanese Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at the interior ministry in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/ Hassan Ammar)
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[image: A municipal police officer stands outside a villa where the Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | A municipal police officer stands outside a villa where the Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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    [image: Municipal police officers patrol outside a villa where the Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighbourhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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Municipal police officers patrol outside a villa where the Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighbourhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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[image: Lebanese authorities sealed the main door of a villa where money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighbourhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The mysterious abduction and murder of a United States-sanctioned Lebanese money changer in a three-story villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town overlooking Beirut was most likely the work of Israeli operatives, Lebanon's interior minister said Wednesday. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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[image: In this grab taken from video, mourners pray over the coffin of Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, who was found tortured and killed inside a villa in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, during his funeral procession in Labweh village, near the border with Syria, northeast Lebanon, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo)]
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In this grab taken from video, mourners pray over the coffin of Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, who was found tortured and killed inside a villa in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, during his funeral procession in Labweh village, near the border with Syria, northeast Lebanon, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo)
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[image: Medical gloves sit outside a villa where money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighbourhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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[image: In this grab taken from video, mourners carry the coffin of Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, who was found tortured and killed inside a villa in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, during his funeral procession in Labweh village, near the border with Syria, northeast Lebanon, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo)]
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In this grab taken from video, mourners carry the coffin of Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, who was found tortured and killed inside a villa in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, during his funeral procession in Labweh village, near the border with Syria, northeast Lebanon, Thursday, April 11, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo)
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[image: Lebanese Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at the interior ministry in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/ Hassan Ammar)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 7 | Lebanese Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at the interior ministry in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/ Hassan Ammar)
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Lebanese Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at the interior ministry in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/ Hassan Ammar)
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[image: A municipal police officer stands outside a villa where the Lebanese money changer Mohammad Srour, 57, was found tortured and killed in Monte Verdi neighborhood of Beit Meri, Lebanon, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese financier in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli operatives. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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                                        BEIT MERI, Lebanon (AP) -- Lebanon's interior minister alleged Wednesday that the mysterious abduction and killing of a Hezbollah-linked Lebanese currency exchanger in a villa on the edge of a quiet mountain resort town earlier this month was likely the work of Israeli intelligence operatives.
The killing of Mohammad Srour, 57, who was sanctioned by the U.S., was like something out of an international spy thriller. Pistols equipped with silencers and gloves were found in a bucket of water at the scene, along with chemicals apparently intended to remove fingerprints and other evidence, Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi said in an interview with The Associated Press. Thousand of dollars in cash were left scattered around Srour's body, as if to dispel any speculation that robbery was the motive.
"Lebanese security agencies have suspicion or accusations that Mossad was behind this operation," Mawlawi said, referring to the Israeli spy agency. "The way the crime was carried out led to this suspicion."

    


He provided no specific evidence for his allegations. Mawlawi said the investigation is still ongoing and once it's over, the results will be made public and referred to judicial authorities.




The Israeli prime minister's office, which oversees Mossad, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The suspicion by Lebanon's security agencies that the crime could be the work of Israeli agents comes at a time when Lebanon's southern border region has been rocked by ongoing clashes between militants of the Hamas-allied Hezbollah group and Israeli troops.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. Treasury sanctioned Srour in 2019 over his alleged money transfers from Iran through Hezbollah to the Palestinian militant group Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
"Mohammad Srour's activity in money exchange is known, as are the transfers of money from which side to which side," Mawlawi said.

    


Srour's killing earlier this month, came as U.S. and Israeli officials have been trying to crack down on transfers of funds to Hamas. The push has intensified following the Oct. 7 Hamas-led attack on southern Israel that triggered the devastating war in Gaza and its ripple effects around the region.
Last month, a senior U.S. Treasury official visiting Beirut pressed Lebanese authorities to prevent funds from being funneled to Hamas through the tiny country. Jesse Baker, deputy assistant secretary of the Treasury for Asia and the Middle East in the Office of Terrorist Financing and Financial Crimes, met with top Lebanese political and financial officials.
Israel's military said it has killed a number of money exchangers in Gaza for allegedly funding Hamas.
Srour's killing was clearly planned in advance. Three Lebanese judicial officials familiar with the investigation told the AP that a man posing as a customer had contacted Srour from abroad and asked him to deliver a cash transfer to a woman in the mountain resort of Beit Meri.
The officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the investigation is ongoing, said Srour first went with his nephew and left after handing the woman the money. He was contacted by the same person with another request a day after his first visit, the officials said. This time he went alone, after which his family lost contact with him. 

    


Mawlawi said the cellphone the woman used to get in touch with Srour was only activated to contact him.
He said the perpetrators had first tried to rent an apartment in Beirut's southeastern suburb of Hazmieh, a detail that has not been previously reported, but they later canceled, apparently because "they did not find (the apartment) suitable to carry out the operation."
Mawlawi said the killers then shifted to the quiet town of Beit Meri, famous for its posh homes with red-brick roofs, sprawling forest and Roman-era archaeological site, where they rented a three-story villa on the edge of the town using fake Lebanese identity cards. The General Security Directorate is looking into the identities of people who entered and left the country around the period of the killing, he said.

    


Srour went missing on April 3 in Beit Meri, and his body was found a week later in the villa. Mawlawi said investigators found "a large number of bullet" wounds in different parts of his body, including his arms and legs. He was reportedly handcuffed.
The villa is located on a quiet side street lush with trees.
"We did not hear anything," said Christian Francis, who lives across the street from the villa where Srour was killed. He added that most people in the highly secured area have dogs, while municipal police have a checkpoint nearby and the Lebanese army has a post few hundred meters (yards) away.
Beit Meri's mayor, Roy Abou Chedid, told the AP that the apartment was rented in late February to an unknown person for one year for $48,000. He added that the family that owns the villa did not register the rental contract at the municipality but had paid its municipal taxes on time in November.

    


"The operation was carried out in a way that is more than professional," Abou Chedid said, adding that the neighbors did not suspect anything and it took security agencies some time to locate which house Srour's body was in.
A Hezbollah spokesperson declined to comment on the killing citing the ongoing investigation. The spokesperson refused to say whether Srour was a Hezbollah member but said that he worked in the past for the al-Qard al-Hasan Association, the financial arm of the Iran-backed group.
Israel has a long history of targeted killings in Lebanon, including drone strikes that have killed high-ranking Hezbollah commanders over the past six months. At least 260 Hezbollah members have been killed by Israel in that period.
The U.S. has accused Srour of transferring tens of millions of dollars annually from Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps to Hamas' military wing, the Qassam Brigades, alleging that starting in 2014, Srour "was identified as in charge of all money transfers" from the IRGC to the Qassam Brigades.
Srour's family members have not given media interviews since his body was found but said in a televised statement that all his financial transactions were transparent and he simply worked in currency exchange. They urged security agencies to swiftly find the perpetrators.
During Srour's funeral in his hometown of Labweh in northeast Lebanon, a Hezbollah flag was flown over his coffin and scores of men and women chanted "death to America and death to Israel" as they marched toward the cemetery.
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press writer Josef Federman contributed to this report from Jerusalem. 
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Europe wants two things from China. It may not get far on either of them

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, second from left, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, second from right, walk together in Beijing, China, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Ding Haitao/Xinhua via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping toast during their dinner at The Palace of the Facets, a building in the Moscow Kremlin, Russia, on March 21, 2023. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Pavel Byrkin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese Premier Li Qiang and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz jointly attend a meeting of the China-Germany economic advisory committee at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Yin Bogu/Xinhua via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese EV manufacturer BYD unveils its electric car Seal at the Paris Car Show on Oct. 17, 2022, in Paris. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | FILE - Chinese EV manufacturer BYD unveils its electric car Seal at the Paris Car Show on Oct. 17, 2022, in Paris. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Europe wants two things from China. It may not get far on either of them

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, second from left, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, second from right, walk together in Beijing, China, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Ding Haitao/Xinhua via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, second from left, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, second from right, walk together in Beijing, China, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Ding Haitao/Xinhua via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5
FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, second from left, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, second from right, walk together in Beijing, China, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Ding Haitao/Xinhua via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz pose for a photo in Beijing, China, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Xie Huanchi/Xinhua via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz pose for a photo in Beijing, China, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Xie Huanchi/Xinhua via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5
FILE - In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz pose for a photo in Beijing, China, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Xie Huanchi/Xinhua via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping toast during their dinner at The Palace of the Facets, a building in the Moscow Kremlin, Russia, on March 21, 2023. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (Pavel Byrkin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Chinese EV manufacturer BYD unveils its electric car Seal at the Paris Car Show on Oct. 17, 2022, in Paris. Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance. It's not clear if it will get very far on either front. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Europe wants two things from China: First, a shift in its relatively pro-Russia position on the war in Ukraine. Second, a reduction in the trade imbalance -- Chinese goods exports to the EU exceeded its imports from the 27-nation bloc by 291 billion euros ($310 billion) last year.
It's not clear if it will get very far on either front.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz became the latest European leader to leave China with promises to talk but little more. The Chinese statements on his meetings in Beijing this week didn't appear to give ground on the issues that divide the EU and China.
There is some reason for hope in Europe. China badly wants foreign investment to boost its sluggish economy. And China has made efforts to mend its relationships from Europe to the United States and Australia, despite its differences with them.





    


But those considerations may not outweigh the larger strategic reasons China has for aligning itself with Russia as it seeks an alternative to the U.S.-led global order and for promoting its green energy companies as it tries to build the nation into a technology leader.
A EUROPEAN DIVIDE ON TARIFFS
Both the EU and the U.S. are complaining that Chinese policies to promote green energy have incentivized companies to build too much manufacturing capacity for electric cars, solar panels and other related products.
Low-priced exports have taken a toll on solar companies in Europe and America and pose a potential threat to other industries. The EU launched an investigation last fall into Chinese subsidies and could impose tariffs on electric vehicles exported from China.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

China has agreed to talks on production capacity with the U.S. but remained steadfast in defending its exports of green energy products. They have "not only enriched global supply and eased global inflationary pressure, but also made an important contribution to the global response to climate change and the green and low-carbon transition," Chinese leader Xi Jinping told Scholz.

    


Overcapacity is also a problem for China. Experts have called for better policy coordination. so that not every province promotes the same industries. While that may avoid future problems, it won't reduce existing overcapacity.
Not everyone in Europe agrees that tariffs would be a good thing. China is a major market for many European companies, and some fear tariffs could trigger a trade war.
The German Chamber of Commerce said it would like the focus to be on further opening Chinese markets to German companies. In line with that thinking, Scholz called for a reliable legal system, the protection of intellectual property and equal market access for foreign firms in China.
These issues have taken on increased importance as Chinese companies emerge as innovation leaders in key technologies. A recent Chamber survey of German companies found that 5% viewed Chinese competitors as innovation leaders, with 11% doing so in the auto sector.
"This is really a new topic," said Maximilian Butek, executive director of the German Chamber of Commerce in East China. "And if those highly competitive companies are still protected by the government, then we have actually global challenges resulting from that."

    


A FUNDAMENTAL DIVIDE ON UKRAINE
If there is one issue most of Europe can agree on, it is the hope that China would lean on Russian President Vladimir Putin to end the invasion of Ukraine, now in its third year with no sign of letting up.
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte said three weeks ago in Beijing that he had asked Chinese leaders "to put their considerable weight ... on Russia to influence the course of events." Five days later, French Foreign Minister Stephane Sejourne said after meeting his Chinese counterpart that France expects China to pass on clear messages to Russia on Ukraine.
This week it was Scholz's turn. "China's word carries weight in Russia," he said. "So I asked President Xi to bear upon Russia so that Putin finally breaks off his insane campaign, withdraws his troops and ends this terrible war."
The problem is that Europe and China have fundamentally different starting points. Europe, together with the United States, says Russia is in the wrong and should pull its forces back and leave Ukraine. China doesn't blame Russia, and says any peace settlement would need to address Russia's concerns as well as those of Ukraine and the West.

    


China has undercut Western sanctions by continuing to trade with Russia, and Scholz and others have expressed concern about reports that Chinese companies are selling "dual-use" items that help Russia build military hardware. China has blamed the U.S. and others for prolonging the fighting by supplying armaments to Ukraine.
"China has not provided weapons to either side, and it is China's right to maintain normal economic and trade relations with Russia," said Ding Chun, the director of the Center for European Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai. 

    


The Chinese government shares the desire of others to see an end to the fighting but seems unlikely to pressure Russia to pull out. The Chinese statement on the Xi-Scholz talks did not address the German leader's request.
___
Associated Press researcher Yu Bing contributed.
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Croatia's ruling conservatives win parliamentary vote, but cannot rule alone

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election on Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count.
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    [image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic waves after claiming victory in a parliamentary election in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Croatia's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count. The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic casts his ballot at a polling station in Zagreb, Croatia, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Croatia is voting in a parliamentary election after a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the president and prime minister of the small European Union and NATO member. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: Prime Minister incumbent Andrej Plenkovic speaks to the media after casting his ballot at a polling station in Zagreb, Croatia, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Croatia is voting in a parliamentary election after a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the president and prime minister of the small European Union and NATO member. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: A delivery man waits for green light on a street in front of an election poster in Zagreb, Croatia, Sunday, April 14, 2024. Croatia this week holds a parliamentary election following a campaign that was marked by heated exchanges between the country's two top officials, creating a political crisis in the Balkan country, a European Union and NATO member state. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)]
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[image: Croatia's President Zoran Milanovic, right, waves after casting his vote at a polling station in Zagreb, Croatia, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Croatia is voting in a parliamentary election after a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the president and prime minister of the small European Union and NATO member. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)]
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                                        ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) -- Croatia 's governing conservatives convincingly won a highly contested parliamentary election Wednesday, but will still need support from far-right groups to stay in power, according to the official vote count.
The election followed a campaign that centered on a bitter rivalry between the country's president and prime minister.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


The ballot pitted the ruling conservative Croatian Democratic Union, or HDZ, led by Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic, against an alliance of centrist and left-wing parties informally led by populist President Zoran Milanovic and his Social Democratic Party, or SDP.
With over 90% of the ballots counted, the state electoral commission said that the HDZ won 60 seats in the 151-seat parliament. The SDP got 42 seats. The far-right Statehood Movement was third, with 14 seats, making it a kingmaker in future talks for the next government.

    


"Starting tomorrow morning, we will start forming a new parliamentary majority in order to form our third government," Plenkovic said in his victory speech. "I want to congratulate the other parties that were defeated by the HDZ."




Turnout was more than 50% -- a record -- hours before the polls closed. 
The election was held as Croatia, a European Union and NATO member, struggles with the highest inflation rate in the eurozone, a labor shortage, illegal migration and reports of widespread corruption.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At stake in the race for Croatia's 151-seat parliament wasn't just the Adriatic Sea country's future domestic policies, but also the EU's unity as it grapples with the instability from Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
If the HDZ stays in power as expected, the country would continue on a pro-Western course in supporting Ukraine in its fight against Russia. Success for SDP could put it on track for victory in the European Parliament election in June and the presidential election in December. It would shake the HDZ's long dominance of politics and potentially open space for stronger pro-Russia influence in the country, akin to Hungary and Slovakia.

    


The HDZ has largely held office since Croatia gained independence from the former Yugoslavia in 1991. The Balkan nation became the newest member of the European Union in 2013, and joined Europe's passport-free travel area and the eurozone last year.
The president holds a largely ceremonial role in Croatia, while the prime minister exerts most of the political power. The election has played out as the final episode in a long-running rivalry between Plenkovic and Milanovic.
After Milanovic scheduled the election and announced his surprise bid for prime minister, he began campaigning on behalf of the SDP. But Croatia's constitutional court judges stepped in, saying the move was unconstitutional.
The judges said that the president can't run for prime minister, take part in the parliamentary election or campaign in favor of any party, unless he first resigns.
Milanovic refused, openly ignoring the top court and continuing to campaign in favor of the left-wing alliance 

    


Milanovic has accused Plenkovic and the HDZ of rampant corruption and "massive theft" of state funds, referring to past and present scandals, some of which had ended up in the courts.
Plenkovic, who has led the government since 2016, repeatedly denied the accusations, saying Milanovic as the prime minister would shift the country away from the EU and closer to Russia.
Milanovic has often voiced a pro-Russia stance during the war in Ukraine, opposing the training of Ukrainian soldiers in Croatia as well as sending weapons to Ukraine because, in his view, it only prolongs the war. He also criticized the EU's policies over Ukraine.
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Panama's presidential frontrunner skips third and final debate ahead of May 5 election

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Presidential candidate Jose Raul Mulino, center, campaigns in the San Miguelito neighborhood of Panama City, Wednesday, April 10, 2024. The former foreign minister is one of eight candidates competing in the upcoming May 5th presidential election. (AP Photo/Agustin Herrera)]
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[image: FILE - Cargo ships wait in Panama Bay for transit through the Panama Canal, in Panama City, Jan. 17, 2024. Panama Canal authorities said Monday, April 15, 2024, that as of June 1, the number of ships that will transit the waterway daily will be 32, eight more than currently allowed thanks to an improvement in water availability, but below normal times when drought did not lurk. (AP Photo/Agustin Herrera, File)]
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                                        PANAMA CITY (AP) -- Six of the eight candidates vying to be Panama's next president laid out their plans to generate jobs and to manage the country's water crisis in their final debate Wednesday night before the country's May 5 election.
Former government minister Jose Raul Mulino, who has led in opinion polls since taking over the top place on his ticket when former President Ricardo Martinelli was sentenced to prison, skipped the event as he did the two previous debates.
Another candidate, Jose Gabriel Carrizo, was also absent after saying he would not participate if organizers could not get Mulino there.
The remaining field featured a couple of also-rans from previous elections -- Ricardo Lombana and Romulo Roux -- as well as former President Martin Torrijos. Those three are in a virtual tie for second behind Mulino, according to recent polls.

    


The candidates promised job creation -- some at far-fetched levels -- and they concurred on the need to build a new reservoir, in large part to ensure sufficient water to run the Panama Canal. The critical passage has been forced to cut the number of ships transiting between the Pacific Ocean and Caribbean Sea each day due to reduced availability of the water needed to operate its huge locks.




The debate occurred as Panama awaited a ruling from the Supreme Court on a challenge to electoral authorities' decision to let Mulino run without a vice presidential candidate on his ticket.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Martinelli, a 71-year-old businessman and supermarket magnate who governed Panama from 2009 to 2014, was convicted last July of money laundering in a case dating back to 2017 and related to his 2010 purchase of a publishing company that owns national newspapers. He was sentenced to more than 10 years in prison.
Panama's constitution bars anyone sentenced to five or more years for a crime from running for president.

    


Last year, the United States government barred Martinelli and his immediate family from entering the country, based on what it called his involvement in "significant" corruption.
In February, Nicaragua granted Martinelli asylum as he holed up in that country's embassy in Panama. Weeks later, Panamanian authorities ordered his arrest after a judge changed his conditional release while he appealed his prison sentence. Panama has not allowed Nicaragua to move Martinelli out of the country.
The drama has infused the election with uncertainty.
"It's unprecedented for the the very special characteristics that it has. It's tremendously complex because of the confluence of factors," said Daniel Zovatto of the Wilson Center's Latin American Program. "It's one of the most complex that I've seen in 40 years."
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South Carolina making progress to get more women in General Assembly and leadership roles

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: South Carolina Sen. Katrina Shealy, R-Lexington, listens to University of South Carolina student Anusha Ghosh testify at a Senate Finance subcommittee hearing on whether to eliminate sales tax on feminine hygiene products on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | South Carolina Sen. Katrina Shealy, R-Lexington, listens to University of South Carolina student Anusha Ghosh testify at a Senate Finance subcommittee hearing on whether to eliminate sales tax on feminine hygiene products on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left to right; South Carolina Sen. Kevin Johnson, D-Manning, Senate Finance Committee staffer Grant Gibson, Sen. Tom Davis, R-Beaufort, and Sen. Tom Corbin, R-Travelers Rest, hold a Senate Finance subcommittee hearing on whether to eliminate sales tax on feminine hygiene products on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- At first glance, the all-male South Carolina Senate subcommittee deciding whether to approve a proposal to remove the sales tax from feminine hygiene products was a reminder that as recently as 2012 the state had no women in its Senate.
But progress is being made. The election of a sixth woman to the 46-member Senate in January pulled South Carolina up from last place in the U.S. in the percentage of women in its upper chamber.
No one noted the composition of the all-male Senate Finance subcommittee and they listened to five women speak in favor of the bill before ceding the floor to Republican Sen. Katrina Shealy, who broke the chamber's four-year run with no women in 2013.
"I know we have a lot to do, but we can always do one more thing," said Shealy, who spoke about how important it is to keep products like pads and tampons affordable and available, especially for younger women already struggling in poverty.

    


The bill, which was approved 114-0 in the House last year, passed through the subcommittee unanimously Wednesday. It now heads to the Senate floor. There are only three weeks left in session, but if anyone has a shot in making sure it gets to the governor's desk, it's Shealy, who got 11 bills where she was primary sponsor passed last session -- twice as many as any other senator.




South Carolina women have started organizing to get more of them into political office, from the General Assembly down to school boards.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

SC Women in Leadership is in its sixth year encouraging women to run for office, training them to be better candidates and supporting them when they get elected. The group helps Democrats and Republicans.
It's an uphill climb. Just 27 out of the 170 senators and House members in South Carolina are women. That 15.9% is above just West Virginia (11.9%), Tennessee (15.2%) and Mississippi (15.5%), according to the Center for American Women and Politics. Just the addition of Democratic Sen. Tameika Isaac Devine in January boosted South Carolina past a few of those states.

    


The five women in the Senate in 2023 -- three Republicans and two Democrats -- banded together to keep South Carolina from passing a near-total ban on abortions. They picked up the nickname the Sister Senators.
Shealy said it shows women can disagree when their political beliefs differ and still come together when their common experiences match. 
Women in Leadership said women's experiences are different than men and it's vital their voices are in leadership so they not only get heard, but incorporated into policy. And the group also helps women find spots to serve on government boards and commissions
"'Feminine' traits like empathy, collaboration, and altruism, which women have long been told are weaknesses are, in fact, precisely the traits we need in our leaders," the group says.
They hold sessions like Presenting Yourself in Person and in the Media, Building Your Campaign Team and Lead Like a Woman.
In 2016 in South Carolina, just seven women ran for state Senate and less than 10 ran for the House. This year, there are 26 women running for Senate and 63 running for the House.

    


At Wednesday's meeting, University of South Carolina students Thrisha Mote and Anusha Ghosh spoke in favor of the bill. They created a group called No Periods Left Behind.
The group found women who can't afford feminine hygiene products using whatever they have, like a sock, or not changing the items as frequently as necessary, increasing chances for infections, Ghosh said.
"It's time to acknowledge that menstrual hygiene products are not luxury items but essential necessities for the health and liberty of individuals," Mote said.
There was more data. South Carolina is one of 21 states that still tax feminine hygiene products. The state would lose about $6 million in revenue. 
And after the subcommittee vote, Ghosh and Mote took photos with Shealy, subcommittee Chairman Republican Sen. Tom Davis and others.
There are plenty of other bills that the women of the South Carolina General Assembly said can use their perspective. Republican Sen. Sandy Senn got a bill through the Senate that would allow for cosmetologists to do hair styling and make up in mobile studios or homes. Currently, those services have to be done in permanent structures.

    


The state allowed barbers, who are more often male, to open mobile hair cut shops in 2021. Senn said plenty of women preparing for weddings or other formal events would prefer to have their hairdressers come to them.
Senn's bill is awaiting action in the House.
"Hopefully you like us enough to know we're not evil and we are hopefully going to do good by bringing our perspectives to everything," Senn said.
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New Black congressional district in Louisiana bows to politics, not race, backers say

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Rep. Garret Graves, R-La., speaks at a news conference after the House passed the debt ceiling bill, May 31, 2023, at the Capitol in Washington. Louisiana Sen. Cleo Fields, who served in Congress in the 1990s and is currently a state senator, has declared his candidacy for a new majority-Black congressional district created in January by the Legislature. The new map greatly alters the district currently represented by Graves. Opponents of the new map are challenging it in federal court, calling it a "racial gerrymander." (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE - Democratic Louisiana Sen. Cleo Fields speaks during the swearing in of the state Legislature, Jan. 8, 2024, in Baton Rouge, La. Fields, who served in Congress in the 1990s and is currently a state senator, has declared his candidacy for a new majority-Black congressional district created in January by the Legislature. The new map greatly alters the district currently represented by U.S. Rep. Garret Graves. Opponents of the new map are challenging it in federal court, calling it a "racial gerrymander." (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, Pool, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Politics and race are both factors in a pending court challenge of Louisiana's new congressional maps. How much weight each carries is a major question before three federal judges whose ruling could affect the balance of power in the next Congress. 
At issue is a congressional map that was approved this year with the backing of the state's new governor, Jeff Landry -- to the consternation of at least some of his fellow Republicans. 
The map creates a new mostly Black congressional district in Louisiana, at the expense of a white Republican incumbent, Rep. Garret Graves, who backed another Republican in the governor's election last fall. Given voting patterns in Louisiana, a mostly Black district would be more likely to send a Democrat to Congress. 
Twelve self-described non-African American voters argued in a lawsuit that the new mostly Black district constitutes illegal "textbook racial gerrymandering."

    


Not so, argue the new map's backers. Politics, they argue, was the major influence in drawing the new district boundary lines. They say the new map protects most incumbents and draws together Black populations in a way that will comply with the federal Voting Rights Act, giving Louisiana, which is roughly one-third Black, a second majority Black district among six. 




They also pointed to Republican backers of the plan, who said during legislative debates in January that they wanted to safeguard four GOP-held House districts, including those of House Speaker Mike Johnson and Majority Leader Steve Scalise.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That the new map put Graves in political peril by placing him in the new mostly Black district is further evidence race wasn't the sole motivating factor, the map's backers said in briefs and in testimony last week at a hearing in Shreveport. 
"We all know that one of the main reasons it was drawn the way it was, was because Gov. Jeff Landry wants to get rid of Congressman Graves," state Rep. Mandie Landry, a New Orleans Democrat who testified at the hearing, said in a social media post. Landry is no relation to the governor. 

    


State Sen. Cleo Fields, a Black Democrat from the Baton Rouge area who served in Congress in the 1990s, has already declared his candidacy in the newly configured district.
Whatever the three judges decide will likely be appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. It's unclear when the judges will rule, but time is growing short. State election officials say they need to know the configuration of the districts by May 15 to prepare for the fall elections. 
The controversy in Louisiana, as in other states, arose because new government district boundary lines are redrawn by legislatures every 10 years to account for population shifts reflected in census data. Louisiana's Republican-dominated Legislature drew a new map in 2022 that, despite some boundary shifts, was favorable to all six current incumbents: five white Republicans and a Black Democrat. Then-Gov. John Bel Edwards, a Democrat, vetoed the map but the majority-Republican Legislature overrode the veto, leading to a court challenge filed in Baton Rouge.

    


In June 2022, Baton Rouge-based U.S. District Judge Shelly Dick issued an injunction against the map, saying challengers would likely win their suit claiming it violated the Voting Rights Act. As the case was appealed, the U.S. Supreme Court issued an unexpected ruling in June that favored Black voters in a congressional redistricting case in Alabama. 
Dick sided with challengers who said the 2022 map packed a significant number of voters in one district -- District 2 which stretches from New Orleans to the Baton Rouge area -- while "cracking" the remaining Black population by apportioning it to other mostly white districts. 
In November, the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals gave the state a January deadline for drawing a new congressional district. Landry, who was the state's attorney general when he was elected to succeed the term-limited Edwards, called a special session to redraw the map, saying the Legislature should do it rather than a federal judge.

    


The new map does not resemble the sample maps that supporters of a new majority Black district had suggested earlier, which would have created a new district largely covering the northeastern part of the state. 
The new mostly Black district crosses the state diagonally, linking Shreveport in the northwest to parts of the Baton Rouge area in the southeast. And while its backers hail the creation of a new majority Black district, the plaintiffs say it results in "explicit, racial segregation of voters."
The judges hearing the case are U.S. District Judges David Joseph and Robert Summerhays, both nominated to the court by former President Donald Trump; and Judge Carl Stewart of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, nominated by former Democratic President Bill Clinton. 
The judges have given no indication when they will rule. "We're going to have to know soon," Mandie Landry said, citing the upcoming elections.
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UN agency helping Palestinians in Gaza seeks support against Israel's demands for its dissolution

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Palestinians line up for a meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Dec. 21, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The head of the U.N. agency that has helped millions of Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank for decades urged the Security Council on Wednesday to ensure its survival as Israel again demanded its dissolution, accusing the agency of becoming part of Hamas' "terror war machine."
Philippe Lazzarini told the council that dismantling the agency known as UNRWA would deepen Gaza's humanitarian crisis and speed up the onset of famine. International experts have warned of imminent famine in northern Gaza and said half the territory's 2.3 million people could be pushed to the brink of starvation if the six-month Israeli-Hamas war intensifies.
Lazzarini said ending the agency's operations also would have other "lasting repercussions" on Gaza, leaving a half million children without education and "fueling anger, resentment and endless cycles of violence." In addition, it would jeopardize the transition when the war ends by depriving Gaza's population of essential services, including health care, food and other humanitarian aid, he said.

    


Israeli Ambassador Gilad Erdan claimed, without providing evidence, that UNRWA has been totally infiltrated by Hamas, which controlled Gaza before the war. He also accused UNRWA of being part of a Palestinian plot to annihilate Israel and becoming "the world's biggest advocate for a one-state solution" run by Palestinians.




"Today in Gaza, UNRWA is Hamas and Hamas is UNRWA," Erdan said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Israel cannot and will not allow UNRWA to continue in Gaza as it did in the past," he said, telling the council there are alternative aid organizations and U.N. agencies that can help Palestinians in the territory. "The time has come to defund UNRWA," he said.
The clash over UNRWA follows Israeli allegations that 12 of the agency's 13,000 workers in Gaza participated in the surprise Oct. 7 Hamas attack into southern Israel that killed about 1,200 people and forced 250 others into captivity.

    


The allegations led to the suspension of contributions to UNRWA by the United States and more than a dozen other countries. 
It also sparked two investigations -- one by the U.N.'s internal watchdog of the 12 UNRWA staff who have been fired and a second, independent probe into how the U.N. agency ensures its neutrality.
A report on the second investigation is to be released Monday, and Lazzarini pledged to implement its recommendations and strengthen safeguards to ensure UNRWA is neutral.
He argued that the real aim of Israel's efforts to end UNRWA's operations is "about ending the refugee status of millions of Palestinians." He called allegations that UNRWA is perpetuating their refugee status "false and dishonest."
"The agency exists because a political solution does not," Lazzarini said.
He accused the international community of containing rather than resolving the more than 75-year-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He said when a Palestinian state that can deliver education, health care and social support is established, UNRWA's role will be finished.

    


Israel got no support for getting rid of UNRWA at the Security Council meeting. All 15 council members, including the United States, Israel's closest ally, voiced support for the agency along with Arab and European representatives.
The delighted Palestinian U.N. ambassador, Riyad Mansour, told reporters after the meeting: "Wasn't today's debate impressive? Everyone except one" backed UNRWA.
U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood said the United States recognizes " UNRWA's indispensable role in distributing humanitarian assistance and maintaining continuity of care in Gaza." He called UNRWA "the bedrock of support for the most vulnerable Palestinian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the West Bank."
Wood urged Israel to end its ban on UNRWA delivering desperately needed aid to Gazans, saying "the lifting of restrictions on its work" is critical to averting famine.
Lazzarini told the council that since Oct. 7, 178 UNRWA personnel have been killed and over 160 of its premises that were mostly used to shelter Palestinians have been damaged or destroyed, killing more than 400 people. He said some UNRWA premises vacated by the agency have been used by Israeli forces, Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, and its headquarters has been occupied "militarily," amid allegations of tunnels under the premises.

    


"We demand an independent investigation and accountability for the blatant disregard for the protected status of humanitarian workers, operations and facilities under international law," he said.
At the start of the council meeting, members and diplomats in the chamber observed a minute of silence in tribute to all humanitarian workers who had been killed.
Wood said the United States is "deeply concerned Israel has not done enough to protect humanitarian aid workers or civilians." 

    


He reiterated demands from President Joe Biden to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on April 4 that Israel "implement a series of specific, concrete and measurable steps to address civilian harm, humanitarian suffering and the safety of aid workers."
Lazzarini told reporters after the meeting that he has never received any documents from Israel on its allegations about Hamas' involvement in UNRWA.
"There is a lot of disinformation going on," he said, and allegations must be substantiated so UNRWA can take proper action.
The U.S. Congress has suspended any money for the agency until March 2025. The United States was UNRWA's biggest donor. Lazzarini said for the current U.S. fiscal year it contributed nearly $400 million, and the agency will have to compensate for that shortfall.
He said most countries have resumed funding UNRWA, with "just a handful" waiting for Monday's report on its operations before taking a final decision. UNRWA now has funding until the end of June, he said.
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Louisiana bills seeking to place restrictions on where people can carry guns receive pushback
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- As Louisiana prepares for a new law to go into effect that allows those 18 and older to carry a concealed handgun without a permit, a Republican-controlled committee pushed back Wednesday against bills seeking to restrict where people can carry guns.
Among the Democratic-authored legislation was a measure rejected along party lines that would have added child day care centers, early learning centers, developmental centers and nursing homes to the list of firearm-free zone. Places currently on the list include schools, churches, courthouses, police stations and the State Capitol. 
Opponents of the bill argue that the measure threatens their Second Amendment right and that gun-free zones don't stop criminals from committing violence. 
"This is going to do nothing but restrict law-abiding citizens' ability to defend themselves," said Kelby Seanor, director of the National Rifle Association's Louisiana chapter.

    


Supporters of the measure say it is a logical extension of other zones, such as schools, and would help police get illegal guns off the street. 
"What I'm hearing today is this hysteria of, 'Oh, they are coming for our guns.' Nothing in this legislation implies or suggests that," Democratic Rep. Alonzo Knox said during the House committee hearing. 




Knox proposed a bill that still may have a chance. It seeks to limit people who can carry guns in "major entertainment districts" to only those who choose to obtain a concealed carry permit, a process that includes paying the government a fee, having their fingerprints taken and completing a firearm training course.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Entertainment districts are defined as high traffic public spaces that host more than 15 million people annually and have a sports or entertainment venue with a capacity for more than 75,000 people. Among such districts is New Orleans' French Quarter, home to the famous and raucous Bourbon Street.

    


Members of the city police department, parish sheriff's office and city council testified in support of the bill, saying it would help law enforcement to control the areas, seize illegal guns and hopefully prevent shootings. 
After some GOP lawmakers expressed their opposition, Knox deferred the measure in the hopes of making changes in the language or amendments to satisfy the committee and advance the bill at a later date. 
The committee did approve of a bill that would allow law-abiding citizens to carry concealed weapons in restaurants that serve alcohol. Bill author Republican Sen. Blake Miguez reiterated that bars would still be off-limits and that anyone with a blood alcohol level of 0.05% or higher would not be allowed to carry a concealed weapon. The bill now heads to the House for final passage. 
Gov. Jeff Landry signed legislation six weeks ago that will allow law-abiding citizens to carry concealed handguns without a permit or training. The law goes into effect July 4. 
Proponents of the law, which they describe as a "constitutional carry bill," say it will help protect themselves against criminals who ignore laws. Opponents, including multiple police organizations, fear that by removing the permitting process, more guns will be on the street with untrained owners -- placing more people in dangerous situations. 

    


In addition, officers say the regulation of concealed carry permits is a tool they use to crack down on illegal weapons. Last Carnival season, New Orleans police seized 111 guns, a number that New Orleans Police Department Deputy Chief Nicholas Gernon said would not be possible under the new permit-less concealed carry law because "no reasonable suspicion for the stops would have existed."
"This is the kind of tool that we've lost within the city of New Orleans and our fight against violent crime," Gernon said. 
Louisiana had the country's second-highest number of gun-related deaths in 2021 with 1,314, according to the most recent data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The figure includes suicides and homicides. Recently, a shooting that occurred Sunday outside a New Orleans nightclub killed one woman and injured 11 other people.
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Georgia's parliament votes to approve so-called 'Russian law' targeting media in first reading

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Demonstrators took to the streets of Tbilisi for a second night on Wednesday in protest against a proposed law that would require media and non-commercial organizations to register as being under foreign influence if they receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad.
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    [image: Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Demonstrators hold a Georgian national flag as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]
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[image: Demonstrators attend a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 20 | Demonstrators attend a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators attend a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 20 | Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators, one of them waves a EU flag, gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 20 | Demonstrators, one of them waves a EU flag, gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators, one of them waves a EU flag, gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators wave a Georgian national flag as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 20 | Demonstrators wave a Georgian national flag as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators wave a Georgian national flag as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators react listening to a speaker as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 20 | Demonstrators react listening to a speaker as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators react listening to a speaker as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Police try to block demonstrators gathered outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 20 | Police try to block demonstrators gathered outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Police try to block demonstrators gathered outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: People help an unconscious demonstrator during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 20 | People help an unconscious demonstrator during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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People help an unconscious demonstrator during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A demonstrator holds a Georgian national flag during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 20 | A demonstrator holds a Georgian national flag during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A demonstrator holds a Georgian national flag during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A demonstrator gestures as he shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 20 | A demonstrator gestures as he shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A demonstrator gestures as he shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrator shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 20 | Demonstrator shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrator shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Police try to block demonstrators gathered outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 20 | Police try to block demonstrators gathered outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Police try to block demonstrators gathered outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 20 | Demonstrators gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 20 | Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 20 | Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Demonstrators wave Georgian and EU flags as they gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A demonstrator holds a EU flag as other gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 20 | A demonstrator holds a EU flag as other gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A demonstrator holds a EU flag as other gather outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A demonstrator shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 20 | A demonstrator shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A demonstrator shouts during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: A demonstrator waves Georgian national flags during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 20 | A demonstrator waves Georgian national flags during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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A demonstrator waves Georgian national flags during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Thursday, April 18, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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[image: Nika Gvaramia, a Georgian politician and the founder of the Ahali party and Mtavari TV, one of the biggest TV media outlets in the country, speaks to journalists during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 20 | Nika Gvaramia, a Georgian politician and the founder of the Ahali party and Mtavari TV, one of the biggest TV media outlets in the country, speaks to journalists during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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Nika Gvaramia, a Georgian politician and the founder of the Ahali party and Mtavari TV, one of the biggest TV media outlets in the country, speaks to journalists during a rally outside the parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to protest against "the Russian law" similar to a law that Russia uses to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze)
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- Georgia's parliament has voted in the first reading to approve a proposed law that would require media and non-commercial organizations to register as being under foreign influence if they receive more than 20% of their funding from abroad.
Thousands gathered outside parliament to protest. Opponents say the proposal would obstruct Georgia's long-sought prospects of joining the European Union. They denounce it as "the Russian law" because Moscow uses similar legislation to stigmatize independent news media and organizations seen as being at odds with the Kremlin.
"If it is adopted, it will bring Georgia in line with Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus and those countries where human rights are trampled. It will destroy Georgia's European path," said Giorgi Rukhadze, founder of the Georgian Strategic Analysis Center.

    


In an online statement Wednesday, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell described the parliament's move as "a very concerning development" and warned that "the final adoption of this legislation would negatively impact Georgia's progress on its EU path." 
"This law is not in line with EU core norms and values," Borrell said. 




Borrell said that "Georgia has a vibrant civil society" that is a key part of its EU membership quest.
"The proposed legislation would limit the capacity of civil society and media organizations to operate freely, could limit freedom of expression and unfairly stigmatize organizations that deliver benefits to the citizens of Georgia," he added. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Although Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili would veto the law if it is passed by parliament in the third reading, the ruling party can override the veto by collecting 76 votes. Then the parliament speaker can sign it into law.
The bill is nearly identical to a proposal that the governing party was pressured to withdraw last year after large street protests. Police in the capital, Tbilisi, used tear gas Tuesday to break up a large demonstration outside the parliament.

    


Wednesday had an even larger rally. Speaking there, opposition parliament member Aleksandre Ellisashvili denounced lawmakers who voted for the bill as "traitors" and said the rest of Georgia will show them that "people are power, and not the traitor government."
The only change in wording from the previous draft law says non-commercial organizations and news media that receive 20% or more of their funding from overseas would have to register as "pursuing the interests of a foreign power." The previous draft law said "agents of foreign influence."
Zaza Bibilashvili with the civil society group Chavchavadze Center called the vote on the law an "existential choice."
He suggested it would create an Iron Curtain between Georgia and the EU, calling it a way to keep Georgia "in the Russian sphere of influence and away from Europe."
freedom of expression and unfairly stigmatize organizations that deliver benefits to the citizens of Georgia," he added.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/georgia-media-legislation-foreign-influence-protests-7343a9bdb2352d96f5da497da105449e
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New Mexico voters can now sign up to receive absentee ballots permanently

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - New Mexico Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver speaks at a press briefing on Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2022, in Santa Fe, N.M. Registered voters in New Mexico for the first time can join a permanent list to receive an absentee ballot by mail in future elections. State election regulators on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, announced the option to sign up online and receive an absentee ballot for every subsequent election. Oliver said the change increase convenience for voters. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - New Mexico Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver speaks at a press briefing on Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2022, in Santa Fe, N.M. Registered voters in New Mexico for the first time can join a permanent list to receive an absentee ballot by mail in future elections. State election regulators on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, announced the option to sign up online and receive an absentee ballot for every subsequent election. Oliver said the change increase convenience for voters. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee, File)
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- Registered voters in New Mexico for the first time can join a permanent list to receive an absentee ballot by mail in future elections, state election regulators announced Wednesday.
The secretary of state's office says it is accepting online requests for absentee ballots ahead of the June 4 primary on the website NMVote.org, where qualified voters can opt in to the permanent list.
Previously voters had to request an absentee ballot with each election in a voting process that could involve three or four mail deliveries.
Absentee ballots can be returned by mail or by hand at county clerks' offices or ballot drop boxes in some areas. The deadline for requesting an absentee ballot in the state's June 4 primary is May 21.
New Mexico's permanent absentee ballot list was authorized under 2023 legislation aimed at expanding access to the ballot in New Mexico. The law also requires that each of New Mexico's 33 counties maintain at least two monitored ballot drop boxes, though county clerks can request an exemption.
"Voting by absentee ballot is a secure and efficient way to make your voice heard and the new permanent absentee list option for voters is yet another way we've increased the convenience of voting," Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver said in a statement.
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Sweeping gun legislation awaits final votes as Maine lawmakers near adjournment

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Senate President Troy Jackson, D-Allagash, left, confers with Senate Majority Leader Eloise Vitelli, D-Arrowsic, Senate Minority Leader Sen. Harold "Trey" Stewart, R-Presque Isle, and Assistant Senate Minority Leader Sen. Lisa Keim, R-Dixfield, in front of the rostrum during a break in the morning session Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Maine State House in Augusta, Maine. (Joe Phelan/The Kennebec Journal via AP)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) -- The Maine Legislature moved in fits and starts toward adjournment on Wednesday, with unfinished business including final votes on a series of gun safety bills that were introduced after the deadliest shooting in state history last fall.
The Senate was awaiting an enactment vote on the governor's gun safety proposals that would strengthen the state's yellow flag law, boost background checks for private sales of guns and make it a crime to recklessly sell a gun to a prohibited person.
The Senate narrowly gave final approval to a 72-hour waiting period for gun purchases and a ban on bump stocks that can transform a weapon into a machine gun.
Looming in the background: Lawmakers had yet to vote on a red flag proposal sponsored by House Speaker Rachel Talbot Ross to allow family members to petition a judge to remove guns from someone who is in a psychiatric crisis. The state's yellow flag law puts police in the lead of the process, which critics say is too complicated.

    


Legislators faced a Wednesday deadline for completing work before adjournment. Democratic Gov. Janet Mills indicated she had no interest in extending the session.




A dustup between the governor and lawmakers over the amount of money to help communities recover from storm damage created an 11th-hour wrinkle. Lawmakers also had to approve a budget revision that could prove contentious.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Oct. 25 shooting by an Army reservist that claimed 18 lives and injured 13 others served as a backdrop for the legislative session.
Republicans accused Democrats of using the tragedy to play on people's emotions to pass contentious bills, some of which were previously defeated. Supporters of the legislation said constituents implored them to do something to prevent future attacks.
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Jill Biden says an agreement to let federal employee military spouses work from overseas is overdue

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: First lady Jill Biden reacts as Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen Hicks and Deputy Secretary of State Richard Verma sign a permanent memorandum of agreement between Defense Department and State Department to strengthen the Domestic Employees Teleworking Overseas (DETO) program for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)]
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[image: First lady Jill Biden speaks at an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)]
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            5 of 5 | First lady Jill Biden arrives at an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Jill Biden says an agreement to let federal employee military spouses work from overseas is overdue

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: First lady Jill Biden reacts as Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen Hicks and Deputy Secretary of State Richard Verma sign a permanent memorandum of agreement between Defense Department and State Department to strengthen the Domestic Employees Teleworking Overseas (DETO) program for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | First lady Jill Biden reacts as Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen Hicks and Deputy Secretary of State Richard Verma sign a permanent memorandum of agreement between Defense Department and State Department to strengthen the Domestic Employees Teleworking Overseas (DETO) program for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5
First lady Jill Biden reacts as Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen Hicks and Deputy Secretary of State Richard Verma sign a permanent memorandum of agreement between Defense Department and State Department to strengthen the Domestic Employees Teleworking Overseas (DETO) program for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden speaks at an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | First lady Jill Biden speaks at an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5
First lady Jill Biden speaks at an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden speaks at an event on Federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | First lady Jill Biden speaks at an event on Federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5
First lady Jill Biden speaks at an event on Federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden holds an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 5 | First lady Jill Biden holds an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
First lady Jill Biden holds an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden arrives at an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | First lady Jill Biden arrives at an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5
First lady Jill Biden arrives at an event on federal employment opportunities for military spouses in the East Room at the White House, Wednesday, Apr. 17, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Yuri Gripas)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By DARLENE SUPERVILLE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jill Biden said Wednesday that allowing federal employees who are military spouses to work from overseas is a "national security imperative" that is long overdue.
The first lady spoke at a White House ceremony she hosted with Deputy Defense Secretary Kathleen Hicks and Deputy Secretary of State Richard Verma, who signed a permanent memorandum of agreement between their departments to ease approvals of remote work under the Domestic Employees Teleworking Overseas program for these employees.
The agreement was among steps to help military families that President Joe Biden outlined in an executive order he signed in June at Fort Liberty in North Carolina. It also is an outgrowth of the first lady's work with Joining Forces, her White House initiative to support military and veteran families. 
Jill Biden said she shared stories the spouses told her with her husband and he took action.

    


"A critical part of the executive order is allowing military spouses who work for the federal government to take jobs with them" when their spouse is deployed overseas, Jill Biden said. "With today's agreement, we're making that a reality. It's common sense, it's simple and it's long overdue." 




Hicks and Verma signed the agreement in front of an overwhelmingly female audience seated in the East Room. Hicks handed her pen to the first lady.
Jill Biden said military spouses also serve the United States even though they don't wear a uniform and that the government has a responsibility to serve them, too. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This isn't just a moral obligation," she said. "It's a national security imperative." 
The first lady said the principle of an all-volunteer military, which is the case in the U.S., is put "at risk when we force our service members to choose between their love of country and the families who serve alongside them. We must give them the support they need to choose both."

    


Military spouses face a 21% unemployment rate that has not significantly changed over the past decade, according to information from the White House. More than 16,000 military, veteran and surviving spouses work across federal departments and agencies.
Jill Biden cracked a joke at the beginning of her formal remarks, saying she was really excited because "like so many of you, I am a working spouse of a government employee." 
Biden teaches English and writing two days a week at Northern Virginia Community College. 
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An NPR editor who wrote a critical essay on the company has resigned after being suspended

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The headquarters for National Public Radio (NPR) stands on North Capitol Street on April 15, 2013, in Washington. A National Public Radio editor who wrote an essay criticizing his employer for promoting liberal reviews resigned on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, a day after it was revealed that he had been suspended. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A National Public Radio editor who wrote an essay criticizing his employer for promoting liberal views resigned on Wednesday, attacking NPR's new CEO on the way out.
Uri Berliner, a senior editor on NPR's business desk, posted his resignation letter on X, formerly Twitter, a day after it was revealed that he had been suspended for five days for violating company rules about outside work done without permission.
"I cannot work in a newsroom where I am disparaged by a new CEO whose divisive views confirm the very problems" written about in his essay, Berliner said in his resignation letter.
Katherine Maher, a former tech executive appointed in January as NPR's chief executive, has been criticized by conservative activists for social media messages that disparaged former President Donald Trump. The messages predated her hiring at NPR.

    


NPR's public relations chief said the organization does not comment on individual personnel matters. 
The suspension and subsequent resignation highlight the delicate balance that many U.S. news organizations and their editorial employees face. On one hand, as journalists striving to produce unbiased news, they're not supposed to comment on contentious public issues; on the other, many journalists consider it their duty to critique their own organizations' approaches to journalism when needed. 




In his essay, written for the online Free Press site, Berliner said NPR is dominated by liberals and no longer has an open-minded spirit. He traced the change to coverage of Trump's presidency.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There's an unspoken consensus about the stories we should pursue and how they should be framed," he wrote. "It's frictionless -- one story after another about instances of supposed racism, transphobia, signs of the climate apocalypse, Israel doing something bad and the dire threat of Republican policies. It's almost like an assembly line."

    


He said he'd brought up his concerns internally and no changes had been made, making him "a visible wrong-thinker at a place I love."
In the essay's wake, NPR top editorial executive, Edith Chapin, said leadership strongly disagreed with Berliner's assessment of the outlet's journalism and the way it went about its work.
It's not clear what Berliner was referring to when he talked about disparagement by Maher. In a lengthy memo to staff members last week, she wrote: "Asking a question about whether we're living up to our mission should always be fair game: after all, journalism is nothing if not hard questions. Questioning whether our people are serving their mission with integrity, based on little more than the recognition of their identity, is profoundly disrespectful, hurtful and demeaning."
Conservative activist Christopher Rufo revealed some of Maher's past tweets after the essay was published. In one tweet, dated January 2018, Maher wrote that "Donald Trump is a racist." A post just before the 2020 election pictured her in a Biden campaign hat.
In response, an NPR spokeswoman said Maher, years before she joined the radio network, was exercising her right to express herself. She is not involved in editorial decisions at NPR, the network said.

    


The issue is an example of what can happen when business executives, instead of journalists, are appointed to roles overseeing news organizations: they find themselves scrutinized for signs of bias in ways they hadn't been before. Recently, NBC Universal News Group Chairman Cesar Conde has been criticized for service on paid corporate boards.
Maher is the former head of the Wikimedia Foundation. NPR's own story about the 40-year-old executive's appointment in January noted that she "has never worked directly in journalism or at a news organization."
In his resignation letter, Berliner said that he did not support any efforts to strip NPR of public funding. "I respect the integrity of my colleagues and wish for NPR to thrive and do important journalism," he wrote.
___
David Bauder writes about media for The Associated Press. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder
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Oklahoma man arrested after authorities say he threw a pipe bomb at Satanic Temple in Massachusetts

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A person stands on the porch of the international headquarters of the Satanic Temple in Salem, Mass., Oct. 24, 2016. An Oklahoma man was arrested Wednesday, April 17, 2024, after authorities accused him of throwing a pipe bomb at the building last week. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)]
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[image: This booking photo released by the Payne County (Oklahoma) Sheriff's Office shows Sean Palmer on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Palmer was arrested Wednesday after authorities accused him of throwing a pipe bomb at the Massachusetts headquarters of a group called The Satanic Temple last week. (Payne County Sheriff's Office via AP)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- An Oklahoma man was arrested Wednesday after authorities accused him of throwing a pipe bomb at the Massachusetts headquarters of a group called The Satanic Temple.
The Salem-based group says on its website that it campaigns for secularism and individual liberties, and that its members don't actually worship Satan.
Sean Patrick Palmer, 49, of Perkins, Oklahoma, has been charged with using an explosive to damage a building following an attack last week on the headquarters, which is also used as an art gallery.
Several phone numbers associated with Palmer were out of service Wednesday, and the U.S. Attorney's Office in Massachusetts said they didn't yet have the name of any lawyer representing him. He is due to make an initial court appearance in Oklahoma on Thursday. If found guilty, he could face up to 20 years in prison and a fine of up to $250,000.

    


Surveillance cameras showed a man walk up to the building soon after 4 a.m. on April 8 wearing a face covering, tactical vest and gloves, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office and the FBI. The man then ignited an improvised explosive device, threw it at the main entrance then ran away. The bomb partially detonated, resulting in some minor fire damage, authorities said.




The bomb appeared to be made from a piece of plastic pipe, authorities said, and they were able to extract a DNA sample from a single hair on the bomb.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Attorney's Office said investigators found a six-page note in a flowerbed near the attack addressed to "Dear Satanist" and urged repentance. Authorities said Palmer had posted similar comments on social media.
The Attorney's Office also said surveillance footage showed a black Volvo registered to Palmer driving erratically in the area before and after the incident, and it said Palmer had recently bought some PVC pipe from a home improvement store in Oklahoma.
The Satanic Temple says on its website that it doesn't believe in the existence of Satan or the supernatural. The group could not immediately be reached for comment.
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Defense and security are on citizens' minds before the EU Parliament elections, a survey finds

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A giant canvas promoting the European elections is seen on the European Parliament Thursday, April 11, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. The European Elections will take place from June 6 to June 9 2024. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Russia's invasion of Ukraine is at the forefront of European Union citizens' minds, with defense and security seen as key campaign issues ahead of the June elections, according to a study published Wednesday. 
At national level, the EU's defense and security is mentioned first in nine countries, in contrast with sentiments five years ago when the last EU Parliament elections were held.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"The EU's defense and security was far from a prominent topic in 2019, before Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022," the latest edition of the EU Parliament's Eurobarometer said.
The report, a collection of opinion surveys across the 27 EU nations, showed that defense and security -- alongside the economy and jobs -- now come in third place (31%) behind poverty and social exclusion (33%) and public health (32%). 
Climate change and the future of Europe follow closely.

    


The Eurobarometer also noted that EU citizens put defense and security as first priorities in reinforcing the EU's global position, ahead of food security and agriculture.
Looking at the next legislative mandate, peace and democracy are considered the main values to defend in the coming years, ahead of the protection of human rights, freedom of speech and thought and the rule of law. 




Peace is the most valued goal in Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Finland. In the Baltic states, Russia's belligerence toward Ukraine has led some to worry that they could be the next target, while Finland's relationship with Russia has significantly deteriorated due to the Nordic country's membership in NATO and over Russia's invasion of Ukraine and related sanctions. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report also highlighted a surge of interest in the June 6-9 elections.
Some 60% of Europeans said they are interested in the next European elections, an 11-point increase since 2019, and 71% said they are likely to cast a ballot.
The majority of respondents said voting is even more important considering the global situation.
The survey was carried out between Feb. 7 and March 3 in all 27 EU countries. In total, 26,411 interviews were made.
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US will provide $6.1 billion to Micron Technology for chip plants in NY and Idaho, Schumer says

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: President Joe Biden waves as he walks across the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, after returning from a trip to Pennsylvania. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., talks on his phone on the way to a closed-door Democratic strategy session, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration has reached an agreement to provide $6.1 billion in government support for Micron Technology to produce advanced memory computer chips in New York and Idaho.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., personally courted Micron to build what would ultimately be a set of four chip factories near Syracuse in the town of Clay. He noted in a Wednesday interview that the announcement was a sign to voters about how Democrats were reviving the manufacturing sector. 
"It will be the biggest memory chip plant in America," said Schumer. "For the Syracuse area, this is the best thing that's happened probably since the Erie Canal."
The comparison to the 1825 infrastructure project that connected the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean is audacious, but it gets at the possible magnitude of the economic impact as well as the national security stakes in an increasingly digital world.





    


Including the government support, Micron plans to invest $100 billion in upstate New York over the next two decades. The investment would lead to an estimated 9,000 direct jobs and 40,000 construction jobs. Micron has also announced plans for a $15 billion memory chip plant in its hometown of Boise, Idaho.
The funding comes from the 2022 CHIPS and Science Act, which is set to provide government support for new and expanded facilities being developed by Intel, TSMC, Samsung and Global Foundries, among other chip companies. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The law included $52 billion to support the domestic semiconductor industry, reducing the risk that the chip shortages experienced amid the pandemic could hurt the U.S. economy and national security.
The Democratic administration has set a goal for 20% of the world's advanced chips to be made in the United States and has restricted the flow of chips into China. 
A senior Biden administration official, insisting on anonymity to discuss the deal before its official announcement, confirmed the agreement with Micron.

    


President Joe Biden discussed in Pittsburgh on Wednesday the importance of computer chips that power everything from weapons to artificial intelligence to household appliances such as refrigerators. 
Biden noted that Republican Donald Trump, the former president and his election-year rival, had not been as aggressive in boosting the sector and curbing China's access to chips.
"For all this tough talk on China, it never occurred to my predecessor to do any of that," Biden told a group of steelworkers.
Trump has told his supporters that China was "afraid" of him because he levied tariffs on the nation with the goal of supporting U.S. factory jobs. Biden has kept the tariffs and on Wednesday suggested plans to expand them on steel and aluminum.
"I took on communist China like no administration in history," Trump told supporters at a Saturday rally in Pennsylvania.
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Whistleblowers outline allegations of nepotism and retaliation within Albuquerque's police academy

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -Albuquerque Police Chief Harold Medina answers questions about an ongoing investigation into possible corruption within the department's DWI unit during a news conference at police headquarters in Albuquerque, N.M. on Friday, Feb. 2, 2024. Several members of the Albuquerque police academy's training staff who were dismissed from their duties last summer filed a lawsuit Wednesday, April 17, 2024 outlining allegations of nepotism and retaliation by leadership within the force. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan, File)]
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- Several members of the Albuquerque police academy's training staff who were dismissed from their duties last summer filed a lawsuit Wednesday outlining allegations of nepotism and retaliation by leadership within the force. 
The whistleblower complaint centers on a requirement that male cadets shave their heads with a razor daily. One cadet -- the son of a police commander -- was found to have violated the policy and wasn't initially truthful with training staff when asked whether he was following through with the practice.
The cadet was dismissed from the academy last August following an internal investigation, but the lawsuit states the decision was reversed in less than 24 hours. The plaintiffs deduced that the commander had intervened on behalf of his son and that they were dismissed from the academy and reassigned to other positions in the field because they reported the violation.

    


In a letter to Police Chief Harold Medina, the plaintiffs described an abuse of authority and suggested that the commander's intervention was inappropriate and nepotistic. 
"We have done nothing wrong," they stated in the letter, which was submitted as part of the complaint. "We have acted to report ethical violations and to protect the public interest in ethically trained law enforcement officials, and we should not suffer retaliation for doing so."




It wasn't until a month later that the department responded with a notice that an internal investigation would be initiated and it would include possible hazing of a cadet. According to the lawsuit, it was the academy commander who had instructed the training staff to reinstitute "old school" policies and a more "military" style of training at the academy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gilbert Gallegos, a spokesperson for the Albuquerque Police Department, told The Associated Press that the city takes hazing allegations very seriously. 

    


"Those allegations, as well as the allegations in this lawsuit, will be addressed in court," he said. 
It's unclear whether the shaving policy is still part of the cadet handbook.
The beleaguered police department has been grappling with other recent internal investigations, including the mishandling of DWI cases by some officers over a period of years and a traffic crash involving the police chief that seriously injured another driver.
The seven plaintiffs who brought the whistleblower complaint made up the academy's entire training staff and had more than 100 years of combined experience, said their attorney Levi Monagle. They are seeking damages for lost wages, emotional distress and harm to their reputations. 
The lawsuit stated that the findings of the internal investigation that followed the cadet being reinstated have yet to be shared with the plaintiffs. It was completed by a third party in December. While the plaintiffs believe it found no evidence of hazing, they were issued reprimands for "unspecified violations" of city policies.
The training staff had said they were given no explanation for their removal from the academy or explanation for their reassignments. They stated that the removal of officers from positions for which they apply and are tested -- without explanation or notice or opportunity to be heard -- is "highly unusual" and a violation of the police department's collective bargaining agreement.
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North Carolina sees slight surplus this year, $1B more next year
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina's government should collect higher revenues during this fiscal year and next than what is projected in the current two-year state budget, according to a new forecast released Wednesday. 
Economists for the General Assembly and Gov. Roy Cooper's state budget office now predict collections will exceed revenue budgeted for the year ending June 30 by $413 million, or a 1.2% increase. And state coffers will bring in $1 billion more in the fiscal year starting July 1 than what was anticipated, or a 3% increase.
The budget law enacted by the Republican-controlled General Assembly had planned for a slight decline in revenue from this fiscal year to the next, in part due to tax cuts. 
A legislative staff economist's email to lawmakers attributes the upgrade to stronger than anticipated individual income tax collections and modestly higher sales tax collections. The memo cites low unemployment, wage growth, additional consumer spending and rising prices. 

    


The new forecast now expects $34.14 billion in state operating revenues this fiscal year and $34.37 billion next year. The legislative economist warned that April 15 income tax collections can be difficult to predict and that a revised forecast was possible after detailed numbers are received in early May.




Still, Senate Majority Leader Paul Newton of Cabarrus County said Wednesday the report "is a reaffirmation that the GOP is leading our state in the right direction, balancing all the needs of residents, of educators, of job creators, of people that want to move somewhere they can achieve more -- they're coming to North Carolina."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The news gives legislators more wiggle room to address financial needs as the General Assembly returns starting next week for this year's chief work session. 
The legislature's primary job during the "short" session in even-numbered years is to adjust the second year of the two-year budget. Lawmakers already are being asked to address an upcoming loss of federal funds for child care and to fund more scholarships for K-12 students to attend private schools. 

    


Cooper, a Democrat barred by term limits from running again this year, will propose his own budget adjustments. The governor has cited clean energy and biotechnology job investments and national accolades as evidence that his policies are benefiting the economy. 
Cooper allowed the current two-year budget to become law without his signature, turning away from all he disliked within it because the proposal finalized the Medicaid expansion he had sought for years. Some budget provisions speed up individual income tax cuts.
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US reimposes oil sanctions on Venezuela as hopes for a fair presidential election fades

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People wait in line to register to vote in the upcoming presidential election in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Voters go to the polls on July 28th. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro attends a meeting at Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 20, 2024. Maduro on April 16, 2024, ordered the closure of his country's embassy and consulates in Ecuador in solidarity with Mexico in its protest over a raid by Ecuadorian authorities on the Mexican embassy in Quito. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: Supporters of opposition leader Maria Corina Machado sing their national anthem during a protest demanding free and fair elections in Venezuela's upcoming election, in Bolivar Square in Bogota, Colombia, Saturday, April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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[image: Venezuelans wanting to vote in their upcoming presidential elections hold up their national ID cards as they protest against what they perceive as complicated voting requirements outside their embassy in Lima, Peru, Monday, April 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)]
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[image: Venezuelan Giovanny Tovar waits for customers at his tequenos or fried breaded cheese sticks' street cart, in Lima, Peru, Saturday, April 13, 2024. Tovar is one of millions of Venezuelans living abroad who will not be able to cast his vote in the July 28th presidential election. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)]
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[image: A person registers to vote in the presidential election in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Voters go to the polls on July 28th. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: Supporters of opposition leader Maria Corina Machado sing their national anthem during a protest demanding free and fair elections in Venezuela's upcoming election, in Bolivar Square in Bogota, Colombia, Saturday, April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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    [image: People wait in line to register to vote in the upcoming presidential election in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Voters go to the polls on July 28th. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: Venezuelans wanting to vote in their upcoming presidential elections hold up their national ID cards as they protest against what they perceive as complicated voting requirements outside their embassy in Lima, Peru, Monday, April 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)]
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Venezuelans wanting to vote in their upcoming presidential elections hold up their national ID cards as they protest against what they perceive as complicated voting requirements outside their embassy in Lima, Peru, Monday, April 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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[image: A person registers to vote in the presidential election in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Voters go to the polls on July 28th. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: Supporters of opposition leader Maria Corina Machado sing their national anthem during a protest demanding free and fair elections in Venezuela's upcoming election, in Bolivar Square in Bogota, Colombia, Saturday, April 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- The Biden administration on Wednesday reimposed crushing oil sanctions on Venezuela, admonishing President Nicolas Maduro's attempts to consolidate his rule just six months after the U.S. eased restrictions in a bid to support now fading hopes for a democratic opening in the OPEC nation.
A senior U.S. official, discussing the decision with reporters, said any U.S. company investing in Venezuela would have 45 days to wind down operations to avoid adding uncertainty to global energy markets. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss U.S. policy deliberations.
In October, the U.S. granted Maduro's government relief from sanctions on its state-run oil, gas and mining sectors after it agreed to work with members of the opposition to hold a free and competitive presidential election this year.
While Maduro went on to schedule an election for July and invite international observers to monitor voting, his inner circle has used the ruling party's total control over Venezuela's institutions to undermine the agreement. Actions include blocking his main rival, ex lawmaker Maria Corina Machado, from registering her candidacy or that of a designated alternative. Numerous government critics have also been jailed over the past six months, including several of Machado's aides.

    


Wednesday's actions essentially return U.S. policy to what it was prior to the agreement hammered out in the Caribbean island of Barbados, making it illegal for U.S. companies to do business with state-run oil producer Petroleos de Venezuela S.A., better known as PDVSA, without a specific license from the U.S. Treasury Department.




"We again call on Maduro to allow all candidates and parties to participate in the electoral process and release all political prisoners without restrictions or delay," State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said. "We will continue to support Venezuelans' aspirations for a more democratic, stable, and prosperous Venezuela."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Venezuelan authorities angrily dismissed the diplomatic rebuke, saying it fulfilled its commitments made in Barbados and accusing Washington of betraying a promise to lift all sanctions it said was made during secret negotiations between the two countries.

    


"The gringos think they can threaten Venezuela," said Maduro in a televised event. "There's no sanction, no threat, that today can damage our efforts to build a new productive economic model because we no longer depend on anyone in the world, just our own work."
It's unclear what impact the snapback would have on Venezuela's long floundering oil and gas industry -- or whether it will pressure Maduro to offer a more level electoral playing field. 
The initial reprieve was issued for only six months. Experts say that's not nearly enough time to attract the major capital investments required to revive long stagnant production in Venezuela, which sits atop the world's largest proven oil reserves. 
However, by allowing Venezuela to send oil directly, instead of going through shady middlemen who charge a hefty fee, Maduro's government was able to boost oil revenues and raise badly needed cash during the six months of U.S. sanctions relief. 

    


Additionally, the stiffening of sanctions doesn't directly impact Chevron, the last major U.S. oil driller in Venezuela, which was allowed to boost shipments thanks to a license it was issued in 2022 amid concerns that Russia's invasion of Ukraine would disrupt global energy supplies.
"The true test of the administration's seriousness about Venezuela is Chevron," said Elliott Abrams, who served as the Trump administration's special envoy to the crisis in Venezuela. "Leaving that license in place suggests the administration cares more about keeping oil prices down until the election, and about Chevron's profits, than about U.S. national security interests and freedom in Venezuela."
While signaling its growing frustration with Maduro, the Biden administration is unlikely to return to the failed "maximum pressure" campaign tried during the Trump administration, which only strengthened the leftist leader's hand, experts said.

    


"It became impossible for the White House to pretend that the Maduro government in any way was complying -- or even intended to comply -- with the implicit deal in the partial lifting of sanctions," said Christopher Sabatini, a research fellow at the Chatham House in London. "To have ignored that would have made the U.S. look weak and undermined the its credibility in leveraging sanctions not just on Venezuela but elsewhere."
Opinion polls show most Venezuelans would eagerly boot Maduro from office if given half a chance. Numerous regional leaders, including the leftist presidents of Colombia and Brazil, have joined the U.S. in criticizing the Maduro government's failure to abide by its commitments and allow a competitive election.
--
Garcia Cano reported from Mexico City.
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    [image: FILE - Wachovia Center operations manager Jim McDonald, left, and carpenter foreman Tim Allen remove the protective film covering the NCAA logo at mid-court on the center's basketball court, Wednesday, March 15, 2006, in Philadelphia. NCAA athletes will be immediately eligible to play no matter how many times they transfer -- as long as they meet academic requirements -- after the association fast-tracked legislation Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to fall in line with a recent court order. (Ed Hille/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP, FIie)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - Wachovia Center operations manager Jim McDonald, left, and carpenter foreman Tim Allen remove the protective film covering the NCAA logo at mid-court on the center's basketball court, Wednesday, March 15, 2006, in Philadelphia. NCAA athletes will be immediately eligible to play no matter how many times they transfer -- as long as they meet academic requirements -- after the association fast-tracked legislation Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to fall in line with a recent court order. (Ed Hille/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP, FIie)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - South Carolina players work out during a practice at the Women's Final Four NCAA college college basketball tournament, Saturday, April 2, 2022, in Minneapolis. NCAA athletes will be immediately eligible to play no matter how many times they transfer -- as long as they meet academic requirements -- after the association fast-tracked legislation Wednesday, April 17, 2024, to fall in line with a recent court order. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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                                        NCAA athletes will be immediately eligible to play no matter how many times they transfer -- as long as they meet academic requirements -- after the association fast-tracked legislation Wednesday to fall in line with a recent court order.
The NCAA announced the Division I Council's decision becomes official Thursday when its meeting adjourns. The change still needs to be ratified by the DI Board next week, but that is expected.
The new rules will go into effect immediately, though in reality they have already been enacted through a lawsuit filed late last year.
Transfer windows, which are sport-specific, remain in place and require undergraduate athletes to enter their names into the portal at certain times to be immediately eligible at a new school. Graduate students can already transfer multiple times and enter the portal outside the windows while maintaining immediate eligibility.

    


A coalition of state attorneys general late last year sued the NCAA, challenging rules that forced athletes that wanted to transfer multiple-times as undergraduates to sit out a season with their new school.
A judge in West Virginia granted the plaintiffs a temporary injunction, lifting requirements for multiple-time transfers to request a waiver from the NCAA to be immediately eligible to compete.




The NCAA quickly requested the injunction be kept in place throughout the remaining school year to clear up any ambiguity for athletes and schools. The association has had to issue guidance to its members to clarify what that means for next season. Now the rules match the court ruling.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

By eliminating the so-called year-in-residence for transfers, an athlete must be academically eligible at the previous school and not subject to any disciplinary suspension or dismissal to compete immediately at a new school. Transferring athletes must also meet progress-toward-degree requirements before competing.

    


"We hope that this practical approach to transfer eligibility requirements will encourage student-athletes to make well-informed decisions about transferring and the impacts such a move could have on their ability to graduate on time in their degree of choice, particularly as it relates to transferable credits," Florida deputy athletic director and council chairwoman Lynda Tealer said in a statement.
The board will ask the committee on academics to explore creating a new metric -- similar to the NCAA's Academic Progress Rating -- that would hold schools accountable for graduating the transfers they accept. 
The portal windows are currently open for both football and basketball, and the lifting of restrictions on multiple-time transfers has led to an uptick in athletes looking to switch schools.
In a notable move that would not have been permissible without a waiver under previous rules, Alabama offensive tackle Kadyn Proctor entered the portal in January after Crimson Tide coach Nick Saban retired, committed to Iowa, but then changed his mind during the spring and has reentered the portal with the intention to reenroll at Alabama.

    


The DI Council also moved forward on legislation that would allow schools to be more actively involved in securing sponsorship deals for their athletes. Schools could still not directly pay athletes, but they could facilitate NIL opportunities between third parties and athletes.
___
AP Sports Writer John Raby in Charleston, West Virginia, contributed to this report.
____
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP and listen at http://www.appodcasts.com
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Musician T Bone Burnett is trading his dystopian sensibilities for some warm-hearted acoustic music
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- At an age when many contemporaries contemplate retirement, musician T Bone Burnett has made big changes in his life and art.
Burnett, most celebrated for his production acumen, uprooted from Los Angeles to move to Nashville and recorded a warm-hearted disc of his own songs for the first time in nearly two decades. Indie rockers Lucius and Rosanne Cash add their voices to the acoustic collection.
"I'm so grateful that this music has come to me out of nowhere and without even trying for it to happen," Burnett, 76, says in an interview with The Associated Press. "You know, it feels like the most pure experience of making music I've ever had."
His disc, "The Other Side," comes out Friday, the same day as Taylor Swift's new "Tortured Poets Department." They will not be competing at the top of the charts.
"She's a miraculous person, Taylor Swift," Burnett says. "She's an amazing force for good in the world. She's like Springsteen. She makes a connection with the audience. That is a gift from God. And that's not my gift."

    


A MUSICIAN WHOSE WORK WITH OTHERS SHINES BRIGHTEST
While Burnett first became known musically as a guitarist in Bob Dylan's rollicking Rolling Thunder Revue in the 1970s and has periodically recorded his own songs, he's more often been a spectral, benevolent presence in a studio working with some of music's most celebrated artists.


Burnett's production of the "O Brother, Where Art Thou?" soundtrack and the "Raising Sands" collaboration between Alison Krauss and Robert Plant are celebrated and responsible for many of 13 Grammy Awards.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His list of credits also include a solo Dylan years later, Counting Crows, Brandi Carlile, Elvis Costello, Sara Bareilles, Roy Orbison, Los Lobos and his ex-wife, Sam Phillips. Elton John once said Burnett restored his love of recording. Soundtrack music for "Cold Mountain," "Crazy Hearts" and "Nashville" bear his imprint.

    


"He's a masterful ringleader," Krauss said in an interview. While some producers want to manipulate sounds, she says, Burnett is intent upon "getting the most honest, uncloudy performance of each musician and vocalist."
While he liked the Beatles and other performers while growing up in Fort Worth, Texas, Burnett was also intrigued by behind-the-scenes maestros like Phil Spector and Burt Bacharach. Working in private, mixing sounds into something special -- not to mention being married to actress Angie Dickinson, in Bacharach's case -- "that's the life to have," Burnett says.
Knowing that a studio is where an artist is most naked, trying to coax creativity onto a blank tape, Burnett says his philosophy is that 90 percent of the job is offering support.
"Support and encouragement, patience and courage, is a lot of it," he says. "A lot of it is just being willing to wait. And have faith that it's going to get there when things aren't going great."
Sometimes the best advice can be something simple -- like "sing louder."
Although most associated with rootsy music, Burnett feels that his signature is not necessarily a style of music but a purity of sound and tone.

    


Given his mild-mannered nature and the loveliness of much of what he's worked on, it's odd to hear Burnett talk about how for many years his own music was inspired by dystopian visions that grew from a teenaged nightmare about thought control experiments. A recent collaborative project, "The Invisible Light," is abrasive and hard to listen to.
As the title of his new album suggests, though, he has come out the other side.
"In a way, I killed T Bone Burnett," he says. "I just did. I'd had enough of that. I'd had enough of the dystopia, and I don't want to spread that any further. I didn't want to even participate in it."
HE'S NOW FOCUSING ON WRITING SONGS FOR HIMSELF
Now in Nashville, a move precipitated by both the pandemic and business reasons for his wife, screenwriter Callie Khouri, he has considered a life where his main outlet is writing songs for other people to record. That was his thought when he began composing the new music -- and he'd still like others to try those songs -- but while recording he noted a cohesion that made for a good album.

    


He'd been doing some writing for a musical about Roy Rogers, and studying the work of Broadway songwriter Frank Loesser. That influenced his own writing on "The Other Side," a love story that is tight and concise with simple rhyming structures.
Invited to hear Burnett's new music, Krauss was blown away. She says she was struck by how the songs sounded both fresh and familiar at the same time.
"I love it," she says. "I love the treatment of the songs. The songs themselves are so beautiful. I remember my heart pacing at wanting to sing the songs myself.
"It just made me appreciate him on a whole other level upon hearing it," Krauss says. "It was just so stunning. The music reminded me of when I heard other music that changed my standards."
Burnett hasn't shut the door on production work. He is working on something new with Ringo Starr, but exploring his own writing with a freer perspective is appealing to him now. The best part of a creative life, he says, is that "you get to do it as long as you want to, as long as you can."

    


"I trust life," he says. "I trust happiness. In fact, it's the only thing I do trust now so it's a major shift in my whole life. I'm 76 now, so I want to use what time I have let, I want to spend it happily. Creating and creating love. Creating good vibes, if I may still use that word."
___
Follow David Bauder at http://twitter.com/dbauder

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/music-t-bone-burnett-nashville-e590083d9d0a7b965d8621ba78a8d41c
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Long-lost first model of the USS Enterprise from 'Star Trek' boldly goes home after twisting voyage
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- The first model of the USS Enterprise -- used in the opening credits of the original "Star Trek" television series -- has boldly gone back home, returning to creator Gene Roddenberry's son decades after it went missing.
The model's disappearance sometime in the 1970s had become the subject of lore, so it caused a stir when it popped up on eBay last fall. The sellers quickly took it down, and then contacted Dallas-based Heritage Auctions to authenticate it. Last weekend, the auction house facilitated the model's return.
Eugene "Rod" Roddenberry, CEO of Roddenberry Entertainment, said he's thrilled to have the model that had graced the desk of his father, who died in 1991 at age 70. 
"This is not going home to adorn my shelves," Roddenberry said. "This is going to get restored and we're working on ways to get it out so the public can see it and my hope is that it will land in a museum somewhere."

    


Heritage's executive vice president, Joe Maddalena, said the auction house was contacted by people who said they'd discovered it a storage unit, and when it was brought into their Beverly Hills office, he and a colleague "instantly knew that it was the real thing." 




They reached out to Roddenberry, who said he appreciates that everyone involved agreed returning the model was the right thing to do. He wouldn't go into details on the agreement reached but said "I felt it important to reward that and show appreciation for that."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maddalena said the model vanished in the 1970s after Gene Roddenberry loaned it to makers of "Star Trek: The Motion Picture," which was released in 1979.
"No one knew what happened to it," Rod Roddenberry said.
The 3-foot (0.91-meter) model of the USS Enterprise was used in the show's original pilot episode as well as the opening credits of the resulting TV series, and was the prototype for the 11-foot (3-meter) version featured in the series' episodes. The larger model is on display at the Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum.

    


The original "Star Trek" television series, which aired in the late 1960s, kicked off an ever-expanding multiverse of cultural phenomena, with TV and movie spinoffs and conventions where a fanbase of zealous and devoted Trekkies can't get enough of memorabilia.
This USS Enterprise model would easily sell for more than $1 million at auction, but really "it's priceless," Maddalena said.
"It could sell for any amount and I wouldn't be surprised because of what it is," he said. "It is truly a cultural icon."
Roddenberry, who was just a young boy when the model went missing, said he has spotty memories of it, "almost a deja vu." He said it wasn't something he'd thought much about until people began contacting him after it appeared on eBay.
"I don't think I really, fully comprehended at first that this was the first Enterprise ever created," he said.
He said he has no idea if there was something nefarious behind the disappearance all those decades ago or if it was just mistakenly lost, but it would be interesting to find out more about what happened.

    


"This piece is incredibly important and it has its own story and this would be a great piece of the story," Roddenberry said.
Thankfully, he said, the discovery has cleared up one rumor: That it was destroyed because as a young boy, he'd thrown it into a pool.
"Finally I'm vindicated after all these years," he said with a laugh.
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Movie Review: A heist movie that gleefully collides with a monster movie in 'Abigail'

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Alisha Weir in a scene from the film "Abigail." (Bernard Walsh/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows William Catlett, Melissa Barrera, Kevin Durand and Kathryn Newton in a scene from the film "Abigail." (Bernard Walsh/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Melissa Barrera and Dan Stevens in a scene from the film "Abigail." (Bernard Walsh/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Alisha Weir and Kathryn Newton in a scene from the film "Abigail." (Bernard Walsh/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Angus Cloud, Kathryn Newton, Alisha Weir, Kevin Durand, Dan Stevens, Melissa Barrera and William Catlett in a scene from the film "Abigail." (Bernard Walsh/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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                                        If you always thought your garden-variety heist movies could do with a bit more blood-sucking vampire, have we got a flick for you.
"Abigail," featuring a 12-year-old tutu-wearing member of the undead, is way better than it should be, a gleeful genre-smashing romp through puddles of gore.
Directors Matt Bettinelli-Olpin and Tyler Gillett and producer Chad Villella -- part of Radio Silence Productions -- have cracked the modern horror code with such hits as "Ready or Not," "Scream" and "Scream VI." They do not disappoint with "Abigail," even perhaps opening a new, bloody revenue stream. (And wait for the phone call scene, a nod to "Scream.") 
"Abigail" starts with an odd assortment of mercenaries -- played by "Scream" veteran Melissa Barrera, "Downton Abbey" star Dan Stevens, Kathryn Newton, Kevin Durand, William Catlett and the late Angus Cloud. 

    


The six -- representing the muscle, sniper, computer expert, getaway driver, medic etc -- are hired to kidnap a rich preteen (nicknamed "Tiny Dancer") and hold her for ransom. The rules are: No names. No backstory. No grabass, which is a weird request, if we're being honest. All this group needs to do is detain the target for 24 hours until rich dad pays $50 million in ransom.




Why are six professional underworld characters needed to snatch and detain a sweet preteen, still wearing her tutu? That's easy: Not all of them are going to survive to claim their share of $7 million. That's because Abigail (Alisha Weir, awesome, stay away from me, no seriously) is really into, well, neckwork.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm sorry about what's going to happen to you," Abigail sweetly tells the kidnappers. We have some idea -- and it's going to be great. Suddenly, the rambling estate they're holding her becomes a prison. The tables are turned.
The script written by Stephen Shields ("The Hole in the Ground") and regular Radio Silence collaborator Guy Busick ("Ready or Not" and the "Scream" movies) -- gleefully mines humor in the horror. Laughing a moment after a body fully explodes is normal here.

    


"This whole thing is a trip," says one of the gang. Believe them. "Something doesn't add up," says another. Believe that guy, too. 
Garlic, sunlight, spears and crucifixes are employed to try to stop Abigail, who has hijacked the heist movie and turned it into a run-for-your-life thriller. She's a very smart 12-year-old who turns hardened mercenaries against each other.
Barrera, who had been so central to the life of the "Scream" franchise, shows why she's so good at horror -- funny, sarcastic, vulnerable, athletic, soulful and very convincing with a stake in her hand. 
Stevens, who famously left the aristocratic "Downton Abbey" for better roles, may wonder what he's doing here now, bathed in blood fighting a preteen vampire, but does an admirable job, definitely in on the camp. 
But it's Weir in the titular role who carries it, doing pirouettes and leaps as she chases the bad-guys-now-good guys to the theme of "Swan Lake" with blood dripping down her throat, rotten teeth and feathers in her hair. "I like to play with my food," she says.

    


Run faster!
"Abigail," a Universal Pictures release that hits theaters Friday, is rated R for "strong bloody violence and gore throughout, pervasive language and brief drug use." Running time: 110 minutes. Three stars out of four.
___
MPAA definition of R: Restricted. Under 17 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian.
___
Online: https://www.abigailmovie.com
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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Palestinian American poet Fady Joudah receives $100,000 prize
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Fady Joudah, a Palestinian American poet who has said he writes for the future because "the present is demolished," has received a $100,000 award from Poets & Writers.
Joudah is this year's winner of the Jackson Poetry Prize, given to an American writer of "exceptional talent. He was chosen by a panel of three poets: Natalie Diaz, Gregory Pardlo and Diane Seuss.
The judges' citation, released Thursday, noted Joudah's "significant and evolving body of work, distinguished by his courage to speak in the face of the unspeakable, in poems of lyric concision and intensity."
Joudah's books include "The Earth in the Attic" and "Tethered to the Stars," along with English-language translations of the Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish. His other honors include winning the Yale Series of Younger Poets competition, in 2007, and receiving a PEN USA Literary Award.
The Jackson prize was established in 2007, and has previously been given to Sonia Sanchez, Joy Harjo and Claudia Rankine among others. 
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UK's Prince William returns to public duties for first time since Kate's cancer diagnosis

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Britain's Prince William is greeted as he arrives for a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William cuts celery as he helps to make a bolognase sauce during a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William is shown items by Claire Hopkins, Operations Director, right, during a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)]
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[image: FILE - Prince William arrives to attend the annual Commonwealth Day Service of Celebration at Westminster Abbey in London, on March 11, 2024. Prince William is returning to public duties for the first time since his wife's cancer diagnosis. He will be bolstering the royal family's ranks as health problems continue to sideline the Princess of Wales and King Charles III. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William sits in a delivery van during a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William is given cards for his wife Kate, The Princess of Wales by volunteer Rachel Candappa during a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William cuts celery as he helps to make a bolognase sauce during a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)]
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[image: FILE - Prince William arrives to attend the annual Commonwealth Day Service of Celebration at Westminster Abbey in London, on March 11, 2024. Prince William is returning to public duties for the first time since his wife's cancer diagnosis. He will be bolstering the royal family's ranks as health problems continue to sideline the Princess of Wales and King Charles III. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William is given cards for his wife Kate, The Princess of Wales by volunteer Rachel Candappa during a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 13 | Britain's Prince William is given cards for his wife Kate, The Princess of Wales by volunteer Rachel Candappa during a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13
Britain's Prince William is given cards for his wife Kate, The Princess of Wales by volunteer Rachel Candappa during a visit to Surplus to Supper, in Sunbury-on-Thames, Surrey, England, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Prince visited Surplus to Supper, a surplus food redistribution charity, to learn about its work bridging the gap between food waste and food poverty across Surrey and West London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, pool)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Prince William returned to public duties on Thursday for the first time since his wife's cancer diagnosis, bolstering the royal family's ranks as health problems continue to sideline the princess and King Charles III.
William visited a surplus food redistribution center and a youth club it serves, highlighting efforts to reduce food waste as a way to cut greenhouse gas emissions and feed people in need. The prince stepped away from public duties after Kate, the Princess of Wales, announced on March 22 that she was undergoing treatment for an unspecified type of cancer.
In a video message released that day, Kate asked for "time, space and privacy" as she and her family adjusted to her diagnosis.
"I have been doing everything we can to process and manage this privately for the sake of our young family," she said at the time.

    


"It has taken us time to explain everything to George, Charlotte and Louis in a way that is appropriate for them, and to reassure them that I am going to be okay," she added.
Both Charles and Kate have been largely absent from the public stage since January due to health problems, leaving Queen Camilla, Princess Anne and other members of the royal family to pick up the slack on the whirl of events and awards ceremonies that dominate the work of Britain's monarchy.




Charles announced on Feb. 5 that he had been diagnosed with an undisclosed type of cancer following treatment for an enlarged prostate two weeks earlier. Kate's diagnosis came after she was hospitalized in late January for unspecified abdominal surgery.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

William visited a surplus food distribution charity -- Surplus to Supper -- in Surrey, southwest of London, where he will lend a hand in the kitchen and help load prepared meals into delivery vans. He will then travel to a youth center in west London that benefits from the food deliveries.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/royalty
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Choctaw artist Jeffrey Gibson is first Native American to represent the US solo at Venice Biennale

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Artist Jeffrey Gibson poses inside the US pavilion during the media open day at the 60th Biennale of Arts in Venice, Italy, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A Mississippi Choctaw of Cherokee descent, Gibson is the first Native American to represent the United States solo at the Venice Biennale, the world's oldest contemporary art show. Gibson mixes Western modernism and Native American craft in his vibrantly hued paintings and sculptures. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Artist Jeffrey Gibson, right, hugs artist Mark Bradford at the U.S. pavilion during media open day of the 60th Biennale of Arts exhibition in Venice, Italy, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A Mississippi Choctaw of Cherokee descent, Gibson is the first Native American to represent the United States solo at the Venice Biennale, the world's oldest contemporary art show. Gibson mixes Western modernism and Native American craft in his vibrantly hued paintings and sculptures. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Visitors look at sculptures on display inside the US pavilion by artist Jeffrey Gibson during the 60th Biennale of Arts in Venice, Italy, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A Mississippi Choctaw of Cherokee descent, Gibson is the first Native American to represent the United States solo at the Venice Biennale, the world's oldest contemporary art show. Gibson mixes Western modernism and Native American craft in his vibrantly hued paintings and sculptures. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Artist Jeffrey Gibson, right, hugs artist Mark Bradford at the U.S. pavilion during media open day of the 60th Biennale of Arts exhibition in Venice, Italy, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A Mississippi Choctaw of Cherokee descent, Gibson is the first Native American to represent the United States solo at the Venice Biennale, the world's oldest contemporary art show. Gibson mixes Western modernism and Native American craft in his vibrantly hued paintings and sculptures. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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                                        VENICE. Italy (AP) -- Jeffrey Gibson's takeover of the U.S. pavilion for this year's Venice Biennale contemporary art show is a celebration of color, pattern and craft, which is immediately evident on approaching the bright red facade decorated by a colorful clash of geometry and a foreground dominated by a riot of gigantic red podiums.
Gibson, a Mississippi Choctaw with Cherokee descent, is the first Native American to represent the United States solo at the Venice Biennale, the world's oldest contemporary art show. For context, the last time Native American artists were included was in 1932. 
Gibson, 52, accepts the weight of the honor, but he prefers to focus on how his participation can forge greater inclusion going forward. Inclusion of overlooked communities is a key message of the main Biennale exhibition, titled "Stranieri Ovunque -- Strangers Everywhere," which runs in tandem with around 90 national pavilions from April 20-Nov. 24.

    


"The first is not the most important story," Gibson told The Associated Press this week before the pavilion's inauguration on Thursday. "The first is hopefully the beginning of many, many, many more stories to come."




The commission, his first major show in Europe, comes at a pivotal moment for Gibson. His 2023 book "An Indigenous Present" features more than 60 Indigenous artists, and he has two major new projects, a facade commission for the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and an exhibition at the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gibson's eye-catching exhibition titled "the space in which to place me," features text in beadwork sculptures and paintings taken from U.S. founding documents, music, sermons and proverbs to remind the viewer of the broken promises of equity through U.S. history. The vibrant use of color projects optimism. In that way, Gibson's art is a call to action. 

    


"What I find so beautiful about Jeffrey's work is its ability to function as a prism, to take the traumas of the past and the questions about identity and politics and refract them in such a way that things that realities that have become flattened ... can become these beautiful kaleidoscopes, which are joyous and celebratory and critical all at the same time," said Abigail Winograd, one of the exhibition's curators.
"When I see people walk through the pavilion and kind of gasp when they walk from room to room, that's exactly what we wanted," Winograd said.
Entering the pavilion, the beaded bodices of sculptures in human form are emblazoned with dates of U.S. legislation that promised equity, the beading cascading into colorful fringe. A painting quotes George Washington writing, "Liberty, when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid growth," in geometric letters that meld into a colorful patterned background.
By identifying specific moments in U.S. history, Gibson said that he wants to underline that "people who are fighting for equity and justice today, we're not the first. 
"This has been a line in the history of American culture. But I'm hoping that people will think about why ... some of these things ... have either been revoked or have not come into fruition," he said. 

    


Craft is at the center of Gibson's art, both in defiance of past tendencies to denigrate Indigenous art and as a way to confront "the traumatic histories of Native American people," he said.
 "There is something very healing about the cycle of making," Gibson explained.
The pavilion's intricate beaded sculptures owe a debt to Native American makers of the past without imitating them, employing techniques that are more closely associated with couture to create something completely new. In the way of his forbears, Gibson uses beads sourced from all over the world, including vintage beads from Japan and China, and glass beads from the Venetian island of Murano.
Paper works incorporate vintage beadwork purchased from websites, estate and garage sales in mixed media displays that honor the generations of Native American makers that preceded him. 
Still, his art incorporates many traditions and practices that go beyond his Indigenous background. 

    


"I've looked at op art, pattern and decoration. I've looked at psychedelia, I have taken part in rave culture and queer culture and drag and the whole spectrum," Gibson said.
"And so for me, I would not be not telling you the whole truth if I only chose to spoke about indigeneity. But my body is an Indigenous body -- it's all funneled through this body,'' he said. "And so my hope is that by telling my experience, that everyone else can project their own kind of intersected, layered experience into the world."
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Hugh Grant says he took 'enormous sum' to settle suit alleging illegal snooping by The Sun tabloid

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Hugh Grant arrives at the premiere of "Wonka" on Dec. 10, 2023, at Regency Village Theatre in Westwood, Calif. Hugh Grant says he received "an enormous sum of money" to settle a lawsuit accusing the publisher of The Sun tabloid of unlawfully tapping his phone, bugging his car and breaking into his home to snoop on him. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Hugh Grant accepted "an enormous sum of money" to settle a lawsuit accusing The Sun tabloid of unlawfully tapping his phone, bugging his car and breaking into his home to snoop on him, the actor said Wednesday after the agreement was announced in court.
Grant said he reluctantly settled because of a court policy that could have stuck him with a huge legal bill even if he prevailed at trial -- a reality that could also force fellow claimant Prince Harry to settle, their lawyer said. A civil court rule intended to avoid jamming up the courts would have required Grant to pay legal fees to both sides if he won at trial but was awarded anything lower than the settlement offer.
"As is common with entirely innocent people, they are offering me an enormous sum of money to keep this matter out of court," Grant said on the social media platform X. "Even if every allegation is proven in court, I would still be liable for something approaching 10 million pounds ($12.4 million) in costs. I'm afraid I am shying at that fence."

    


The amount of the settlement was not disclosed. NGN said in a statement that it admitted no liability and said the settlement was in the financial interest of both parties to avoid a costly trial.




Grant and other claimants have alleged that NGN, a subsidiary of the media empire built by Rupert Murdoch, violated their privacy through widespread unlawful activity that included hiring private investigators to intercept voicemails, tap phones, bug cars and use deception to access confidential information between 1994 and 2016.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Grant is among several celebrities, including actress Sienna Miller, soccer star Paul Gascoigne and Spice Girl Melanie Chisholm, who have settled claims against the publisher. 
Attorney Gideon Benaim, who was not involved in the case, said the publisher probably used the "incredibly powerful" rules of the court by making an offer Grant was unlikely to surpass at trial. If a judge awarded Grant less than the settlement offer, he would have faced significant legal costs under the rules.

    


"Hugh Grant would have been left in little doubt by his lawyers that the offer was pitched so that there was a real risk that he would not 'beat' it at trial," Benaim said. "Therefore, even though he may have preferred to have fought the case, the financial risks were simply too great and he had, in effect, no choice but to settle."
The settlement leaves The Duke of Sussex and 41 others scheduled to go to trial in the High Court in January, though their lawyer said settlements were being "forced upon" them.
"The Duke of Sussex is subject to the same issues that Sienna Miller and Hugh Grant have been subject to, which is that the offers are made that make it impossible for them to go ahead," David Sherborne told a judge Wednesday at a hearing in the case.
The settlement came less than a year after Justice Timothy Fancourt rejected NGN's attempt to throw out Grant's lawsuit alleging unlawful information gathering.
"If true ... these allegations would establish very serious, deliberate wrongdoing at NGN, conducted on an institutional basis on a huge scale," Fancourt wrote in May. "They would also establish a concerted effort to conceal the wrongdoing by hiding and destroying relevant documentary evidence, repeated public denials, lies to regulators and authorities, and unwarranted threats to those who dared to make allegations or notify intended claims against The Sun."

    


Grant said in a witness statement that he could never figure out who broke into his fourth-floor apartment in 2011. The door had been pried off its hinges and the interior looked like there had been a fight but nothing was missing. Two days later, The Sun had a story detailing the interior and "signs of a domestic row." 
He said he was astonished when a private eye hired by The Sun disclosed that people working for the newspaper had burglarized his apartment and placed a tracking device on his car.
Grant, who previously settled a case against Murdoch's News of the World for hacking his phone, said he would not go away quietly.

    


"Murdoch's settlement money has a stink and I refuse to let this be hush money," he said. "I have spent the best part of 12 years fighting for a free press that does not distort the truth, abuse ordinary members of the public or hold elected (members of Parliament) to ransom in pursuit of newspaper barons' personal profit and political power."
Grant said he would direct the money to groups like Hacked Off, which was formed after phone hacking revelations in 2011 brought down News of the World and led to a government inquiry into unlawful press practices. Grant is a board member of the group that advocates for a free and accountable press.
While the now-defunct News of the World has apologized for hacking the phones of celebrities, politicians and families of dead soldiers and a murdered schoolgirl, The Sun has settled cases without admitting liability.

    


For Prince Harry, the case against The Sun is one of three similar lawsuits he has brought in his crusade to tame the British tabloids. He says the papers have hounded him most of his life and he blames them for the death of his mother, Princess Diana, who died in a car crash while being pursued by paparazzi.
Last year, he won his first case to go to trial when Fancourt found phone hacking was "widespread and habitual" at Mirror Group Newspapers. In addition to a court judgment, he recently settled remaining allegations that included his legal fees. The total sum wasn't announced, but he was due to receive an interim payment of 400,000 pounds ($498,000).
He has another case pending against the owner of the Daily Mail.
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After 40 nights of U2 at the Sphere, Phish's Trey Anastasio talks about taking over

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Phish is performing four unique shows inside the $2.3 billion Sphere in Las Vegas, becoming the first band to perform at the glitzy concert venue since U2 ended a 40-show residency in March. The band's co-founder Trey Anastasio promises no repeated songs and new visuals each night -- plus a theme for fans to figure out. He sat down with the AP's Josh Cornfield to talk about how how the shows came together, pushing forward creatively -- and what's next for the group.
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    [image: Trey Anastasio, guitarist and singer-songwriter of the band Phish, poses for a photograph during an interview on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)]
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[image: Trey Anastasio, guitarist and singer-songwriter of the band Phish, gestures during an interview on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)]
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[image: Abigail Rosen Holmes, show director and co-creative director for the band Phish's upcoming show at the Sphere, poses for a photograph during an interview on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)]
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[image: Page McConnell, keyboardist for the band Phish, poses for a photograph during an interview on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Phish has been performing for decades, but never has the band played the same show twice.
Over the 40 years since the band was formed at a Vermont college, Phish has amassed a reputation for its dedicated legion of fans and the dazzling light shows that accompany the improvisational jams. It follows, then, that the next stop for Phish is the new temple of immersive performances: the Sphere in Las Vegas.
Inaugurated with U2's 40-show residency, the $2.3 billion arena will offer Phish fans something they've definitely never seen -- or felt -- before. 
Mind-blowing visuals run up, down and across the floor-to-ceiling screen, designed to be manipulated in real-time during the band's long jams. A sound system features more than 1,600 speakers, allowing for a Trey Anastasio guitar line in one spot and a line from Page McConnell's keys in another. Seats make you feel like you're inside every drum kick from Jon Fishman or bass bomb from Mike Gordon.

    


Starting Thursday, Phish will play four shows, with new visuals each night -- and no repeated songs, of course. Anastasio, the band's frontman, says fans will be able to discern a theme across the shows ... and find lots of Easter eggs. The shows will be the first to be livestreamed from the Sphere as well on LivePhish.com.
"I love getting up in the morning and creatively thinking of another cool thing to blow people's minds," Anastasio says.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Anastasio talked to The Associated Press this week about the teamwork that goes into these shows, how their "giant rolling family" of fans keeps them going and whether there will ever be another Gamehendge.
This interview has been edited for clarity and length.
AP: How much different is the Sphere, both from a sound and visual perspective?
ANASTASIO: It's extremely unique to any venue that we've played before. One of the things that we've tried to do is sculpt our show so that we can be the band that we always are and play to our strengths while simultaneously using the technology to kind of expand the elements of the show -- like the adventure and the breaking free of boundaries.

    


AP: What has the planning process been like for these shows and were there things you decided not to use along the way?
ANASTASIO: Constantly. Daily. Yesterday. We dropped some things yesterday. It's a constant process of waking up in the morning and looking for areas that we can improve. Everyone on the team is incredible, but the level of communication and proactive teamwork is hard to describe. And that's what it takes to get something like this mounted. But yeah, there were ideas on what the thematic narrative that was going to run through the four nights that went on for a month. Then we landed on one. Then it was what songs we're going to play, what the (visual) content was going to be, how literal we wanted to make it. The answer to that is not very literal. Our fans are really smart and really involved, and we wanted to take a night or so for people to figure out what we were doing, plant a lot of Easter eggs and things like that. But it's a never-ending daily improvement.
AP: U2 played 40 shows here that were mostly the same set list and visuals. Why was it important for you that the four shows be unique?
ANASTASIO: We're a very different band. We've never repeated a set and we didn't want to start now. So we created four unique Sphere shows, top to bottom. There was a moment where we were discussing adding shows, because the tickets blew out pretty hard. And we decided as a team that they would be good, but not necessarily astounding -- which is the level that we wanted to operate at -- unless we just repeated the exact same show over again. The other thing is that Phish is such a wacky community that it kind of set up this scenario where a lot of people would probably want to come back. It's just the way our fans are. It's kind of like a big, giant rolling family or community or something like that.

    






AP: Have you always felt the same need to be creative and do new things, or has that changed as the band has kept going for four decades?
ANASTASIO: Always. Always. I just love the feeling of being part of a group, working on something creative, especially when it's firing on all cylinders and people communicate well. It's been one of the great joys of my life. That's what a band is. A good band is a family. It's a team. It's communication and listening and it's hard to describe what a joy it is when you spend almost a year working on -- like what we did last year (with a New Year's Eve performance of the band's epic set of "Gamehendge" songs, complete with stage actors and puppets). It's like you feel like you're alive. And the Sphere has been like that, too.

    


AP: What role do the fans play in what you're doing?
ANASTASIO: Huge. It's everything. The fans and the community are everything. We have intelligent, focused fans and we have to honor that. You know, they're not casual fans and that's really cool. It's an honor and it's a massive responsibility. I feel like the longer this goes, the more we owe. The fans have supported us for 40 years -- it's our responsibility to keep raising the bar. Which is a great challenge. And it's very unique. If you really look at the series of events that we continue to put on, that's the thinking that goes behind it. You know, the fact that there were people in the audience last New Year's Eve who have seen Phish 300 times, who were crying according to what I heard -- and I was too, by the way -- meant so much to all of us. It's everything that we want. Which is to honor and respect the people that have been coming to see us for years. We feel like they're family and they deserve our care and attention about every detail.

    


AP: So, will fans get to see another Gamehendge?
ANASTASIO: I don't know, I actually don't know. ... OK, first of all, I wanted to improve it. As soon as it was over I was like, "Oh, I know what I could have (changed)." So then I thought, "Oh, we should save all these props that are really -- they're really expensive." But then it was kind of like, if there is, it's going to be better, or it's going to be built upon. Sort of the way this one was built upon. The previous one, even though it was 30 years ago. I hope it's not 30 years. I'd like to do it. In the Phish world, it's like the second it's over ... the next morning you wake up like I start working on the Sphere. Go meet (co-creative director Abigail Rosen Holmes) downtown at a coffee shop with a laptop and start riffing. I mean, I'm here in Vegas, and yesterday morning I was on a call (about this summer's Mondegreen festival) with the coolest, smartest people who are working on that. Oh my God.
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Not only New York casinos threaten Atlantic City. Developer predicts Meadowlands casino is coming

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Golden Nugget Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Ocean Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Ocean Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Bally's Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Bally's Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Borgata Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Borgata Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Harrah's casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Harrah's casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: A gambler touches the screen of a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | A gambler touches the screen of a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: Gamblers play slot machines at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | Gamblers play slot machines at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Tropicana casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Tropicana casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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        Not only New York casinos threaten Atlantic City. Developer predicts Meadowlands casino is coming

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Golden Nugget Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Golden Nugget Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 11
This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Golden Nugget Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Ocean Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Ocean Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Ocean Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Bally's Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Bally's Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Bally's Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Borgata Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Borgata Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of the Borgata Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Resorts Casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Harrah's casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Harrah's casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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This Oct. 1, 2020 photo shows the exterior of Harrah's casino in Atlantic City, N.J. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, numerous executives from some of the largest gambling companies in America said Atlantic City will soon face threats not only from casinos expected to open in or near New York City, but also from a renewed push for a casino in the northern New Jersey Meadowlands, just outside New York. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: A gambler touches the screen of a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | A gambler touches the screen of a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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A gambler touches the screen of a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: Gamblers play slot machines at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | Gamblers play slot machines at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Gamblers play slot machines at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Tropicana casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Tropicana casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Tropicana casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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                                        ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) -- Atlantic City casinos are facing threats on multiple fronts from new competitors not just in New York, but from within their own state.
That's not great news for a seaside resort in which the amount of money won from in-person gamblers continues to lag, with seven of the nine casinos winning less from on-premises customers than they did before the COVID-19 pandemic hit.
At the East Coast Gaming Congress Thursday at the Hard Rock casino, numerous executives from some of the major casino companies in America acknowledged the opportunity of three downstate New York casino licenses -- and the risk they will present to Atlantic City.
And the operator of a racetrack in northern New Jersey, just outside New York City, told The Associated Press he believes New Jersey voters will authorize construction of a casino in the Meadowlands shortly after New York casinos open and New Jersey gamblers tire of paying bridge tolls and sitting in traffic to get to gambling halls in New York.

    


"Now more than ever we know there's a threat coming with New York City gaming coming," Atlantic City Mayor Marty Small said at the conference. "We understand the threat. We want to continue to work together to do things right to put Atlantic City into a prime position, no matter where these casinos are, that we diversify our options."




Jim Allen, chairman of Hard Rock International, is straddling both markets.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His company operates a casino in Atlantic City that is the second-most successful in the market. And Hard Rock is partnering with New York Mets owner Steve Cohen on a proposed $8 billion casino complex at Citi Field in the city's Queens section.
If as many as three casino open in or close to New York City, Allen said, Atlantic City's in-person gambling revenues could fall by 20% to 30%.
"We have to be prepared for that," he told attendees at the conference.

    


Allen said Atlantic City's Hard Rock will weather the storm of New York competition. But he said he does not want to see any competitors in the city close, throwing 2,000 to 3,000 people out of work in a repetition of a wave of casino closings in Atlantic City from 2014 to 2016 that saw five casinos close. Two have since reopened under new ownership.
Tom Reeg. CEO of Caesars Entertainment, which owns three of Atlantic City's nine casinos, also said New York casinos will be a challenge. His company, too, is seeking a New York casino license with SL Green, and Roc Nation in Times Square.
"We're pursuing that license with fervor," Reeg said. "I share Jim's concern about where the (Atlantic City) market is headed as we head into New York."
Soo Kim, chairman of Bally's Corporation, which has a casino in Atlantic City, said table games revenue from New York gamblers "will be harder to attract" once casinos open in New York City. "With casinos in New York, Pennsylvania and Delaware, there's casinos everywhere."
He said New Jersey can rely on its robust internet gambling market to offset some expected losses.
Concerns don't end with New York.

    


Jeff Gural runs the Meadowlands Racetrack in East Rutherford, New Jersey, just outside New York City, along with the Tioga Downs and Vernon Downs racetrack casinos in upstate New York.
He also has a deal with Hard Rock to build a casino at the Meadowlands Racetrack -- a proposal that was put on the back burner when New Jersey voters overwhelmingly rejected a referendum on expanding casino gambling beyond Atlantic City in 2016.
"I'm just waiting for New York to open," Gural said in an interview. "People will say, 'Why am I driving over the George Washington Bridge and paying an $18 toll and sitting in traffic to go gamble?'"
Gural said the 2016 referendum failed largely because it was written to permit more than one casino in northern New Jersey without specifying where.
"People don't want a casino in the neighborhood," Gural said. "If we make it clear it's only at the Meadowlands, common sense tells you there will be a casino in the Meadowlands."
Gural said that will happen in "a lot sooner than 10 years."

    


Mark Giannantonio, president of Atlantic City's Resorts casino and of the Casino Association of New Jersey, said during Wednesday's opening day session of the convention that Atlantic City views New York casinos as a threat.
"New Jersey has to be prepared for this, to make Atlantic City more attractive for people to visit, and there's a lot of work to do," he said. "Table games clearly will be impacted."
He said Atlantic City has a "two-year window" to prepare for New York competition by cleaning itself up, improving its infrastructure, and assigning more police to the Boardwalk and other areas so visitors see a visible law enforcement presence. He also said Atlantic City needs to solve its problem with homelessness.
But Giannantonio said Atlantic City can survive the advent of new competition in an already cutthroat northeastern casino market.

    


"I'm always going to rely on hotel, entertainment, retail and the experience on the casino floor," he said. "I believe in my heart that Atlantic City, with some hard work, will be an opportunity. We're excited about the future."
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at https://twitter.com/WayneParryAC.
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John Adams' Nativity oratorio 'El Nino' gets colorful staging at the Met

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Julia Bullock, center, and castmates rehearse for the Metropolitan Opera's production of "El Nino," on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in New York. ]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The children crumple and fall to the stage, victims of King Herod's assassins. Then the Virgin Mary, in a voice brimming with anguish and outrage, memorializes the student protesters who were massacred by Mexican armed forces in 1968.
This is "El Nino," a retelling of the birth and early life of Jesus through a mix of biblical verses and modern Latin American poetry, medieval texts and apocrypha.
Set to music by John Adams from a libretto compiled by him and Peter Sellars, it is having its Metropolitan Opera premiere nearly a quarter-century after it was first performed in Paris in 2000.
"It contains some of John's greatest music," Met general manager Peter Gelb said. "But I had always thought of it as an oratorio," along the lines of Handel's "Messiah." That changed, he said, when he met with Lileana Blain-Cruz, resident director of Lincoln Center Theater, who told him "her dream was to stage it as a fully realized production."

    


Now that dream is taking shape on the Met stage in a vibrant, multi-colored production that uses puppets, projections, dancers, an onstage chorus and even a flying boat to tell the Nativity story through the eyes of Mary.


"This piece has kind of been haunting my consciousness for awhile," Blain-Cruz said in an interview before a rehearsal for the April 23 opening. "The music is so crazy and complicated, but I find it so life-affirming at the same time. There's an optimism in it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You have darkness happening," she said, "and then you have the Christmas star and these high soprano notes and you go, 'Oh it's going to be OK, the world is so much bigger than us.' I love that invigoration of life. That feeling of an antidote to loneliness and suffering."
Taking her cue from Mary and Joseph's journeying to Jerusalem for Jesus's birth and then fleeing into Egypt to escape Herod, Blain-Cruz has framed her production as a story of people's migration from dangerous lands in search of a better life.

    


Doubling the role of Mary, she has cast the soprano (performed at the Met by Julia Bullock) as "Mary-of-the-land," and the mezzo (J'Nai Bridges) as "Mary-of-the-sea."
The set for the first act evokes what Blain-Cruz calls "a greenish-blue floral jungle landscape that might be home to African or Caribbean people," while the second is dominated by "orangish fiery colors influenced by a more desert vision, like the borderlands of Texas."
"So we move from verdant, life-giving spaces to a less hospitable land," she said. "That reflects Herod's obliviousness to the richness of nature. For me, he is one of these people who violate not only other people but the earth itself."
Despite the fanciful touches, the set is simpler than many new Met productions. "There's a two-dimensionality to the visual landscape," Blain-Cruz said. "It sort of moves like an old panel book."
For many audiences, the most searing moment will come after the slaying of the children when Bullock sings Adams's setting of "Memorial de Tlatelolco" by Rosario Castellanos.
"This is the one place in the piece where John and Peter chose to take us out of the centuries-old story and within a few gunshots of music catapult us into the 20th century," Bullock said. "It's like, how many times do we need to keep telling these stories of genocide and of sacrifices of precious human lives in order for all of us to say we're not going to continue on in this cycle of violence against each other."

    


Blain-Cruz and Bullock are both making their Met debuts with this production as are bass-baritone Davon Tines, and conductor Marin Alsop.
Alsop, who has long conducted Adams' orchestral works, finds "El Nino" distinct from many of his other compositions.
"There's usually this very driving pulse," throughout his pieces, but here, she said, those moments of insistent "groove" alternate with "contemplative and pensive" sections.
"And that's why I'm so impressed with the cast and choir," she said, "that they're able to float these beautiful lines over this kind of constantly changing sea underneath them."

    


That rapid shifting makes the conductor's work more challenging as well.
"There's so much going on," she said, "There's rarely a whole page that's in the same meter. I have to be so totally engaged all the time, because around every corner is something tricky."
The orchestration calls for many instruments not typically heard in opera, including two guitars, high cowbells, chimes, maracas, gongs known as temple bowls and a synthesizer that plays back a wide variety of recorded sound. As usual in Adams' operas, he requires electronic amplification for the instruments and singers to be properly balanced and audible.
This will be the fourth Adams work performed by the Met, following "Doctor Atomic," "Nixon in China" and "The Death of Klinghoffer." Next season the company will stage his recent "Antony and Cleopatra" (also starring Bullock), extending his record for having the most operas by a currently living composer seen here.
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Book Review: 'Nothing But the Bones' is a compelling noir novel at a breakneck pace
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                                        Nelson "Nails" McKenna isn't very bright, stumbles over his words and often says what he's thinking without realizing it.
We first meet him as a boy reading a superhero comic on the banks of a river in his backcountry hometown in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Georgia. There, a bully picks on him and then does the same to a pretty girl Nails secretly fancies. Enraged, Nails, ignorant of his own strength, gives the bully a fatal beating.
Nails' friend Clayton Burroughs, who watches it happen, doesn't call the police. Instead, he calls his brutal father, Gareth, who runs the rackets on Bull Mountain, to cover it up.
So begins "Nothing But the Bones," a prequel to the first three Southern noir novels in Brian Panowich's critically acclaimed Bull Mountain series.
After the killing, the story skips forward nine years and finds history repeating itself. Nails, now working as an enforcer for Gareth, is drinking apple juice in a seedy bar when he sees a punk mistreating a young woman. Moments later, the punk lies dead on the barroom floor.

    


There are too many witnesses for Gareth to fix things this time. Instead, he hands Nails a bag of cash, orders him to head south, and gives him a phone number to call when he gets to Jacksonville, Florida. As Nails speeds away, he discovers the young woman, a fellow outcast who calls herself Dallas, hiding in the backseat. She persuades a reluctant Nails to take her with him, and as they drive on, an unlikely love story emerges. As readers learn Dallas's backstory, it becomes clear that they need each other.




When Clayton hears what's happened, he's knows that his father, who avoids legal entanglements at all costs, hasn't sent Nails away for a new start. Nails is driving to his death. So, in defiance of his father, Clayton heads for Jacksonville to save his friend. Their friendship may remind readers of George Milton and Lennie Small in John Steinbeck's 1937 novella, "Of Mice and Men" -- although Nails isn't as limited as Lennie.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The compelling tale, its tone alternately brutal and tender, unfolds at a breakneck pace. The character development is superb, the settings are vivid, and the prose is as tight as a noose. The plot is full of twists. Among them is a startling revelation about Dallas's identity, introducing a sensitive subject that Panowich handles with understanding and grace.
___
Bruce DeSilva, winner of the Mystery Writers of America's Edgar Award, is the author of the Mulligan crime novels including "The Dread Line."
___
AP book reviews: https://apnews.com/hub/book-reviews
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After 40 years in Park City, Sundance exploring options for 2027 film festival and beyond
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                                        PARK CITY, Utah (AP) -- The Sundance Film Festival may not always call Park City, Utah, home. The Sundance Institute has started to explore the possibility of other U.S. locations to host the independent film festival starting in 2027, the organization said Wednesday.
The 2025 and 2026 festivals will still take place in Park City and Salt Lake City. But with the current contract up for renewal in 2027, the institute is taking steps to look at all options through a request for information and request for proposal process, beginning immediately. The final selection, which could still be Park City, is expected to be announced by early 2025.
"We are in a unique moment for our Festival and our global film community, and with the contract up for renewal, this exploration allows us to responsibly consider how we best continue sustainably serving our community while maintaining the essence of the Festival experience," said Eugene Hernandez, the festival's director.

    


Hernandez said they want to "ensure that the Festival continues to thrive culturally, operationally, and financially as it has for four decades."




Park City has been home to the Robert Redford-founded festival for 40 years. The festival and its sponsors take over many venues in the small city every January to transform it into a film festival hub with theaters in places like the library and a recreation center. Store fronts along the city's charming Main Street become exclusive lounges for actors and filmmakers, and restaurants host cast parties after global film premieres. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mayor Nann Worel said she does not want the festival to leave Park City, which has grown into a world-renowned mountain town since Sundance first put it on the map decades ago.
"We appreciate our partnership with Sundance, and we want the Festival to remain here for another 40 years," Worel said.
She committed Wednesday to working with state leaders and local partners to discuss the festival's future. Last year's hybrid festival generated just over $118 million for the state of Utah, according to Sundance's 2023 economic impact report.

    


Sundance has also been a launching pad for many top filmmakers over the years and has hosted premieres for eventual Oscar nominees and winners, including "CODA," their first best picture winner, and the past three documentary winners "20 Days in Mariupol,""Navalny" and "Summer of Soul." The Utah festival received a record number of submissions last year.
The festival has long sparred with local ski resorts -- Park City's other major money maker -- as more than 86,000 festivalgoers fill the hotels and leave the slopes virtually empty for two weeks during peak ski season. 
The festival has made concessions over the years, such as moving more screenings to neighboring Salt Lake City and shifting its dates slightly so ski areas could cash in on a holiday weekend. But, like the resorts, it cannot afford to miss the early weeks of winter. Sundance has positioned itself as the first major film festival of each calendar year, meaning it's the first stop for many of the best new projects from around the globe.

    


Deer Valley Resort, home to Park City's skiers-only slopes, said Wednesday that it views its relationship with Sundance as mutually beneficial and strongly supports keeping the festival in town.
"Like Deer Valley, Sundance Film Festival is an integral part of Park City and greater Utah," spokesperson Emily Summers said in a statement. "We support the festival and its long history within the community."
"Park City Mountain values all that the Sundance Film Festival brings to our community each year, and we hope it will continue to call Park City and Utah home," said Sara Huey, a Park City Mountain Resort spokesperson.
Redford, who stepped back from the Sundance spotlight years ago, expressed concern in 2016 that the festival as it existed might have outgrown Park City and was thinking about ways to evolve. He and his daughter, Amy Redford, who is on the board, have been involved in the process announced Wednesday.
Last month, the Institute's CEO Joana Vicente stepped down after two and a half years in the position. Amanda Kelso, a member of the board, was appointed acting CEO, but no permanent replacement has been announced.
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Hillary Clinton and Malala Yousafzai producing. An election coming. 'Suffs' has timing on its side

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    After a successful run at the Public Theater, "Suffs" makes the move to Broadway. At a recent preview of the show, cast members Nikki M. James and Jenn Colella talked about Shaina Taub's buzzy musical, and the show's high-profile producers. (April 17)
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    [image: This photo provided by Rubenstein shows Director Leigh Silverman talking with former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton during a rehearsal for the off-Broadway musical ]
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This photo provided by Rubenstein shows Malala Yousafzai, right, and and Shaina Taub, creator and star of "Suffs" pose. Yousafzai and former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton are joining together as producers of the musical about the suffragist movement. (Jenny Anderson via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Shaina Taub was in the audience at "Suffs," her buzzy and timely new musical about women's suffrage, when she spied something that delighted her.
It was intermission, and Taub, both creator and star, had been watching her understudy perform at a matinee preview last week. Suddenly, she saw audience members searching the Wikipedia pages of key figures portrayed in the show: women like Ida B. Wells, Inez Milholland and Alice Paul, who not only spearheaded the suffrage fight but also wrote the Equal Rights Amendment ( still not law, but that's a whole other story).
"I was like, that's my goal, exactly that!" Taub, who plays Paul, said from her dressing room later. "Do everything I can to make you fall in love with these women, root for them, care about them. So that was a really satisfying moment to witness."
Satisfying but sobering, too. Fact is, few audience members know much about the American suffrage movement. So the all-female creative team behind "Suffs," which had a high-profile off-Broadway run and opens Thursday on Broadway with extensive revisions, knows they're starting from zero. 





    


It's an opportunity, says Taub, who studied social movements -- but not suffrage -- at New York University. But it's also a huge challenge: How do you educate but also entertain?
One member of the "Suffs" team has an especially poignant connection to the material. That would be producer Hillary Clinton. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She was, of course, the first woman to win the U.S. presidential nomination of a major party, and the first to win the popular vote. But Clinton says she never studied the suffrage movement in school, even at Wellesley. Only later in life did she fill in the gap, including a visit as first lady to Seneca Falls, home to the first American women's rights convention some 70 years before the 19th Amendment gave women the vote.
"I became very interested in women's history through my own work, and writing and reading," Clinton told The Associated Press. And so, seeing "Suffs" off-Broadway, "I was thrilled because it just helps to fill a big gap in our awareness of the long, many-decades struggle for suffrage."

    


It was Taub who wrote Clinton, asking her to come on board. "I thought about it for a nanosecond," Clinton says, "and decided absolutely, I wanted to help lift up this production." A known theater lover, Clinton describes traveling often to New York as a college student and angling for discounts, often seeing only the second act, when she could get in for free. "For years, I'd only seen the second act of 'Hair,'" she quips.
Clinton then reached out to Malala Yousafzai, whom Taub had also written about becoming a producer. As secretary of state, Clinton had gotten to know the Pakistani education activist who was shot by a Taliban gunman at age 15. Clinton wanted Yousafzai to know she was involved and hoped the Nobel Peace Prize winner would be, too. 
"I'm thrilled," Clinton says of Yousafzai's involvement, "because yes, this is an American story, but the pushback against women's rights going on at this moment in history is global."

    


Yousafzai had also seen the show, directed by Leigh Silverman, and loved it. She, too, has been a longtime fan of musicals, though she notes her acting career both began and ended with a school skit in Pakistan, playing a not-very-nice male boss. Her own education about suffrage was limited to "one or two pages in a history book that talked about the suffrage movement in the U.K.," where she'd moved for medical treatment.
"I still had no idea about the U.S. side of the story," Yousafzai told the AP. It was a struggle among conflicting personalities, and a clash over priorities between older and younger activists but also between white suffragists and those of color -- something the show addresses with the searing "Wait My Turn," sung by Nikki M. James as Wells, the Black activist and journalist.
"This musical has really helped me see activism from a different lens," says Yousafzai. "I was able to take a deep breath and realize that yes, we're all humans and it requires resilience and determination, conversation, open-mindedness ... and along the way you need to show you're listening to the right perspectives and including everyone in your activism."

    


When asked for feedback by the "Suffs" team, Yousafzai says she replied that she loved the show just as it was. (She paid a visit to the cast last month, and toured backstage.) Clinton, who has attended rehearsals, quips: "I sent notes, because I was told that's what producers do."
Clinton adds: "I love the changes. It takes a lot of work to get the storytelling right -- to decide what should be sung versus spoken, how to make sure it's not just telling a piece of history, but is entertaining." 
Indeed, the off-Broadway version was criticized by some as feeling too much like a history lesson. The new version feels faster and lighter, with a greater emphasis on humor -- even in a show that details hunger strikes and forced feedings.

    


One moment where the humor shines through: a new song titled "Great American Bitch" that begins with a suffragist noting a man had called her, well, a bitch. The song reclaims the word with joy and laughter. Taub says this moment -- and another where an effigy of President Woodrow Wilson (played by Grace McLean, in a cast that's all female or nonbinary) is burned -- has been a hit with audiences.
"As much as the show has changed," she says, "the spine of it is the same. A lot of what I got rid of was just like clearing brush."
Most of the original cast has returned. Jenn Colella plays Carrie Chapman Catt, an old-guard suffragist who clashed with the younger Paul over tactics and timing. James returns as Wells, while Milholland, played by Phillipa Soo off-Broadway, is now played by Hannah Cruz.
Given its parallels to a certain Lin-Manuel Miranda blockbuster about the Founding Fathers, it's perhaps not a surprise that the show has been dubbed "Hermilton" by some. 
"I have to say," Clinton says of Taub, "I think she's doing for this part of American history what Lin did for our founders -- making it alive, approachable, understandable. I'm hoping 'Suffs' has the same impact 'Hamilton' had."
That may seem a tall order, but producers have been buoyed by audience reaction. "They're laughing even more than we thought they would at the parts we think are funny, and cheering at other parts," Clinton says. A particular cheer comes at the end, when Paul proposes the ERA. "A cast member said, 'Who'd have ever thought the Equal Rights Amendment would get cheers in a Broadway theater?'" Clinton recalls.
One clear advantage the show surely has: timeliness. During the off-Broadway run, news emerged the Supreme Court was preparing to overturn Roe vs. Wade, fueling a palpable sense of urgency in the audience. The Broadway run begins as abortion rights are again in the news -- and a key issue in the presidential election only months away.
Taub takes the long view. She's been working on the show for a decade, and says something's always happening to make it timely.
"I think," she muses, "it just shows the time is always right to learn about women's history."
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How many ballerinas can dance on tiptoes in one place? A world record 353 at New York's Plaza Hotel

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Five hundred dancers gathered outside the famous Plaza Hotel in New York City to break the world record for most dancers on pointe at the same time. The dancers come from many U.S. states and countries around the world. (AP Video: Joe Frederick)
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            353 ballerinas break world record in New York

        
        
            Five hundred dancers gathered outside the famous Plaza Hotel in New York City to break the world record for most dancers on pointe at the same time. The dancers come from many U.S. states and countries around the world. (AP Video: Joe Frederick)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        353 ballerinas break world record in New York
Five hundred dancers gathered outside the famous Plaza Hotel in New York City to break the world record for most dancers on pointe at the same time. The dancers come from many U.S. states and countries around the world. (AP Video: Joe Frederick)
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            353 ballerinas dance on tiptoes in one place to break world record

        
        
            A group of ballerinas gathered at the famous Plaza Hotel in New York City Wednesday to attempt to break the Guinness World Record for the most dancers on pointe at the same time for one minute. (AP Video: Joseph B. Frederick)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        353 ballerinas dance on tiptoes in one place to break world record
A group of ballerinas gathered at the famous Plaza Hotel in New York City Wednesday to attempt to break the Guinness World Record for the most dancers on pointe at the same time for one minute. (AP Video: Joseph B. Frederick)
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    [image: This image taken from video shows dozens of young dancers waiting to hear if they have broken a world record for dancing on pointe in one place in the Plaza Hotel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in New York. The spectacle was organized by Youth America Grand Prix, a ballet scholarship program that is celebrating its 25th anniversary with three nights of performances at the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. (AP Photo)]
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[image: This image taken from video shows hundreds of young dancers performing in the Plaza Hotel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in New York, to break the world record for dancing on pointe in one place. The spectacle was organized by Youth America Grand Prix, a ballet scholarship program that is celebrating its 25th anniversary with three nights of performances at the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. (AP Photo)]
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This image taken from video shows hundreds of young dancers performing in the Plaza Hotel, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in New York, to break the world record for dancing on pointe in one place. The spectacle was organized by Youth America Grand Prix, a ballet scholarship program that is celebrating its 25th anniversary with three nights of performances at the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. (AP Photo)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Hundreds of young dancers in white tutus and tightly coiffed hair gathered in New York's Plaza Hotel on Wednesday to break the world record for dancing on pointe in one place.
The spectacle was organized by Youth America Grand Prix, a ballet scholarship program that is celebrating its 25th anniversary with three nights of performances at the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts.
The dancers included students aged 9 to 19 who are competing for scholarships as well as professional dancers who are alums of the program.
Tchaikovsky music played as the ballerinas stood on tiptoes and switched their weight rapidly from one foot to the other -- a step called bourree -- for a full minute.
Tina Shi, an adjudicator for Guinness World Records, announced the results: "353, that is a new Guinness world record! Congratulations!"
The New York-based Youth America Grand Prix has operated the world's largest student ballet scholarship competition since 1999.
The previous record for ballerinas on pointe en masse was 306.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ballet-dance-on-pointe-world-record-ce3bfb9f0a1e7e26843a9d7b05223b35



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Southern California city council gives a key approval for Disneyland expansion plan

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Visitors pass through Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., April 30, 2021. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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                                        ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- Visitors to Disney's California parks could one day walk through the snow-covered hamlet of Arendelle from "Frozen" or the bustling, critter-filled metropolis of "Zootopia" under a park expansion plan approved by the Anaheim City Council.
Disney would spend at least $1.9 billion over the next decade to transform its 490-acre (488-hectare) campus in densely-populated Southern California. It would be the biggest expansion of Disney's Southern California theme parks in decades, aiming to create more immersive experiences for guests. Disney would also be required to spend tens of millions of dollars on street improvements, affordable housing and other infrastructure in the city. 
The council unanimously approved the project early Wednesday at the end of an hourslong meeting that began Tuesday evening. A second council vote for final approval of Disney's plan is required in May.

    


The plan wouldn't expand Disney's footprint in tourism-dependent Anaheim but would help it add rides and entertainment by letting the company relocate parking to a new multi-story structure and redevelop the massive lot, as well as make other changes to how it uses its properties. 




Disneyland, Disney California Adventure and the Downtown Disney shopping area are surrounded by freeways and residential areas in the city 30 miles (48 kilometers) southeast of Los Angeles, so the company sees the plan as vital to creating to continue to create sizable new attractions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are thrilled that the City of Anaheim has agreed to work together on this legacy project," Disneyland Resort President Ken Potrock said in a statement, adding the company awaits the final vote in May. "We look forward to our bright future together!"
A significant share of public testimony to the city council focused on Disney's plans to buy a public street near the theme park and turn it into a pedestrian walkway and its intention to add a crosswalk on another neighboring street. 

    


Resident Cassandra Taylor said she looks forward to the new rides the expansion will bring but is concerned about Disney's plans to privatize a city street, adding she first heard of the idea last month in a newspaper article even though she had attended two informational presentations.
"They might have a pedestrian walkway planned now, but once it is theirs, they could just as easily remove it," Taylor said. "It will be theirs and theirs entirely. Voters will have no say in its future use." 
Over the last two decades, Disney investments have included Cars Land, Pixar Pier, Star Wars Galaxy's Edge and Avengers Campus in Southern California. The company has not committed to which stories it plans to feature given that the new development will take years.
It's the first time Disney has sought a major change to its California theme parks since the 1990s, when the company obtained approvals to turn Disneyland, its original theme park dubbed "the happiest place on Earth" and built in 1955, into a resort hub. It later built the Disney California Adventure theme park and the Downtown Disney shopping and entertainment area.

    


Disneyland was the second-most visited theme park in the world in 2022 with 16.8 million people coming through the gates, according to a report by the Themed Entertainment Association and AECOM.
Anaheim is Orange County's most populous city and home to 345,000 people, a major league baseball team and a national hockey league team. Hotel revenue typically makes up about half of the city's revenue and is expected to climb to $236 million this year, according to city estimates.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom welcomed the vote as a way to create more jobs in the state of 39 million people.
"We look forward to cultivating more Disney magic and building opportunities for all as this investment drives billions of dollars in revenue for our state and local communities," Newsom said in a statement.
For Anaheim, the plan would translate directly into much-needed cash for police, fire, libraries and other community services, said Mike Lyster, a city spokesman. 
"Whenever Disney invests in Anaheim, we see city revenue grow and our economy expand," Lyster said. "This is a milestone vote for our city." 
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South Carolina coach Dawn Staley gushes over congratulations from Queen B

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: South Carolina basketball coach Dawn Staley carries the NCAA college women's basketball championship trophy around Colonial Life Arena, in Columbia, S.C., Monday, April 8, 2024. South Carolina defeated Iowa to win the national title. (Joshua Boucher/The State via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | South Carolina basketball coach Dawn Staley carries the NCAA college women's basketball championship trophy around Colonial Life Arena, in Columbia, S.C., Monday, April 8, 2024. South Carolina defeated Iowa to win the national title. (Joshua Boucher/The State via AP)
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[image: Beyonce walks onstage to accept the Innovator Award during the iHeartRadio Music Awards, Monday, April 1, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Beyonce walks onstage to accept the Innovator Award during the iHeartRadio Music Awards, Monday, April 1, 2024, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- South Carolina coach Dawn Staley has met plenty of noteworthy celebrities during her national championship run with the Gamecocks. 
Few have gotten the response from Staley as the note of congratulations she received from the "Queen B" herself, Beyonce. 
Staley posted a gushing video where she read the note from the musical powerhouse she received after winning the Gamecocks' third national championship in the past eight years earlier this month. 
"To Coach Staley and the entire South Carolina Gamecocks," Staley read. "Me and my family watched your games and cheered you on through the entire season. I'm so proud of you. All my love." 
"That's B, that's B and her family," Staley went on. "B, thank you, we're honored to wear your gear." 
Staley sat next to flowers she said were sent by Beyonce and a black T-shirt with the phrase, "Always Been Country" after the superstar's latest release, "Cowboy Carter," last month. 

    


"I've been in the South for 16 years, I'm a little country, too," said Philadelphia born-and-bred Staley. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP women's college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-womens-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/womens-college-basketball
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Disneyland performers file petition to form labor union

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Actors Angela Nichols, far left, and Courtney Griffith, center, and workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life as they announce they've collected enough signatures to support their push for a union during a news conference in Anaheim, Calif., Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life said Wednesday they collected enough signatures to support their push for a union. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: Gloria Alvarado, Director of the Orange County Labor Federation, at podium left, congratulates workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life, as they announce they collected enough signatures to support their push for a union during a news conference in Anaheim, Calif., Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life take a picture with the logo of the Actor Equity Association, after announcing they've collected enough signatures to support their push for a union doing a news conference in Anaheim, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: A view of Disneyland's amusement park lot is seen through a window in Anaheim, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life said Wednesday they collected enough signatures to support their push for a union. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: A view of Disneyland's amusement park Matterhorn, far left, is seen through a window in Anaheim, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life said Wednesday they collected enough signatures to support their push for a union. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: FILE - Mickey Mouse interacts with guests at Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., Friday, April 30, 2021. Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life said Wednesday, April 17, 2024, they have collected enough signatures to support their push for a union. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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        Disneyland performers file petition to form labor union
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[image: Gloria Alvarado, Director of the Orange County Labor Federation, at podium left, congratulates workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life, as they announce they collected enough signatures to support their push for a union during a news conference in Anaheim, Calif., Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life take a picture with the logo of the Actor Equity Association, after announcing they've collected enough signatures to support their push for a union doing a news conference in Anaheim, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: A view of Disneyland's amusement park lot is seen through a window in Anaheim, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life said Wednesday they collected enough signatures to support their push for a union. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: A view of Disneyland's amusement park Matterhorn, far left, is seen through a window in Anaheim, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life said Wednesday they collected enough signatures to support their push for a union. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: FILE - Mickey Mouse interacts with guests at Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., Friday, April 30, 2021. Workers who help bring Disneyland's beloved characters to life said Wednesday, April 17, 2024, they have collected enough signatures to support their push for a union. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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                                        ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- Performers who help bring Disney's beloved characters to life at its Southern California theme parks filed a petition Wednesday to form a labor union.
The workers include parade performers, character actors and support staff at Disneyland and an adjacent theme park, Disney California Adventure. More than two-thirds of roughly 1,700 eligible workers signed the petition to seek an election through the National Labor Relations Board, the workers said, noting that a vote will likely be held in May or June,
At a news conference in Anaheim, which is home to the two theme parks and the Downtown Disney shopping and entertainment district, workers said they also asked The Walt Disney Co. to recognize the union they are calling "Magic United."
Several workers said they love helping create a magical experience for Disneyland visitors. But they said they grew concerned when they were asked to resume hugging patrons after returning to work during the coronavirus pandemic and they face certain challenges, including injuries from costumes, erratic scheduling and a lack of clear communication from management.

    


Mai Vo, a 37-year-old performer who has worked for Disney for two decades, said she wore black contact lenses as part of a costume and that they stained her eyes gray. She also was paid less for that job than someone who played a similar role but who was in a union, she said.




"I love my job, but I know that we all deserve better," Vo said. "I am confident that by standing together, we will be strong and be able to advocate for positive change."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Most of the more than 35,000 workers at the Disneyland Resort, which includes the theme parks, already have unions. Parade and character workers announced their plans to unionize in February under Actors' Equity Association, which represents theatrical performers at Disney's Florida theme parks.

    


In a statement Wednesday, Disney officials said: "We support our cast members' right to a confidential vote that recognizes their individual choices."
Union membership has been on a decades-long decline in the United States, but organizations have seen growing public support in recent years amid high-profile contract negotiations involving Hollywood studios and Las Vegas hotels. The NLRB, which protects workers' right to organize, reported more than 2,500 filings for union representation during the 2023 fiscal year, which was the highest number in eight years. 
Disney has a major presence in Anaheim. Disneyland, the company's oldest park, was the world's second-most visited theme park in 2022, hosting 16.8 million people, according to a report by the Themed Entertainment Association and AECOM. 
In California, Disney's cleaning crews, food service workers, pyrotechnic specialists and security staff are already unionized. The company has faced allegations in recent years of not paying workers a livable wage for Southern California, despite raking in profits. Wage issues have even wound up in the courts.
Parade performers and character actors earn a base pay of $24.15 an hour, with premiums for different roles that can vary widely, workers said. Until January, the base pay was $20 an hour.

    


The effort to organize character and parade performers in California comes more than 40 years after those who play Mickey, Goofy and Donald Duck in Florida were organized by the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, a union traditionally known to represent transportation workers. At that time, the Florida performers complained about filthy costumes and abuse from guests, including children who would kick the shins of Disney villains such as Captain Hook.
Kate Shindle, president of Actors' Equity, said she was confident the California workers would win the election through the NLRB, the federal agency that protects workers' rights to organize. 
"They just want to be paid fairly, to have a more humane scheduling system, to know that they are safe on the job, to have clear and respectful communication at work." she told reporters while flanked by more than a dozen Disney workers wearing blue T-shirts with union slogans.

    


Shantall Segura, a 29-year-old character performer, was among them. She said she worries she might fall in slippery shoes after it rains, or soak her feet while walking through puddles on uneven ground. 
Parade performer Courtney Griffith, 26, said her coworkers are frequently injured by ornate or heavy costumes and developed a rash after donning one particular costume but were told to keep wearing it. She said the costume was finally shelved after a manager tried it on and developed a rash, too.
"I would like to work here as long as possible. This is my dream job," Griffith said. "We're all experiencing similar issues and our management is not being given the resources by the company to help us."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/disney-labor-performers-characters-union-california-051600690cdfaad7779e130a6e89b547
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OJ Simpson has been cremated, estate attorney in Las Vegas says. No public memorial is planned

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Malcolm LaVergne, who is handling OJ Simpson's estate, said the former football star will be cremated and there are no immediate plans for a public memorial. Simpson's four surviving children are the only beneficiaries of his assets.
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    [image: FILE - O.J. Simpson sits at his arraignment in Superior Court in Los Angeles on July 22, 1994. O.J. Simpson's attorney Malcolm LaVergne is now handling the deceased former football star, actor and famous murder defendant's financial estate. (AP Photo/Pool/Lois Bernstein, Pool)]
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[image: FILE - In this May 14, 2013, file photo, O.J. Simpson sits during a break on the second day of an evidentiary hearing in Clark County District Court in Las Vegas. O.J. Simpson's attorney Malcolm LaVergne is now handling the deceased former football star, actor and famous murder defendant's financial estate. (AP Photo/Ethan Miller, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Sept. 16, 2007 file photo, O.J. Simpson is taken from the Las Vegas Police Investigative Services Division in Las Vegas. O.J. Simpson's attorney Malcolm LaVergne is now handling the deceased former football star, actor and famous murder defendant's financial estate. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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[image: CORRECTS LAVERGNE IS EXECUTOR, NOT GOLDMAN - FILE - Fred Goldman, father of murder victim Ron Goldman, sits in his home in Peoria, Ariz., on May 20, 2014. Malcolm LaVergne, the executor of O.J. Simpson's estate says he will work to prevent a payout of a $33.5 million judgment awarded by a California civil jury nearly three decades ago in a wrongful death lawsuit filed by the families of Simpson's ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend Ron Goldman. Simpson's will was filed Friday, April 12, 2024, in a Clark County court in Nevada, naming his longtime lawyer, LaVergne, as the executor. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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[image: FILE - Buffalo Bills running back O.J. Simpson (32) has his jersey pulled by Baltimore Colts linebacker Mike Curtis, during the second quarter of an NFL football game in Baltimore, Md., Oct. 12, 1975. Simpson's attorney Malcolm LaVergne is now handling the deceased former football star, actor and famous murder defendant's financial estate. (AP Photo/File)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Former football star and celebrity criminal defendant O.J. Simpson was cremated Wednesday, the lawyer handling his estate said following his death last week at home in Las Vegas at age 76.
Attorney Malcolm LaVergne told The Associated Press he was present, along with unspecified other people, for the morning event at Palm Mortuary in downtown Las Vegas.
"I am able to verify that O.J. Simpson was cremated today," LaVergne said shortly afterward. "Others were present, but I'm not disclosing who." He declined to provide details of the process.
A telephone message for Palm Mortuary was not immediately returned.
LaVergne is handling Simpson's trust and estate in Nevada state court. He said Simpson's cremains will be given to Simpson's children "to do with as they please, according to the wishes of their father."
No public memorial was planned, the attorney said.

    


Simpson died April 10 after he was diagnosed last year with prostate cancer.
LaVergne said in a Tuesday interview that he visited Simpson just before Easter at the country club home where Simpson leased southwest of the Las Vegas Strip, and described Simpson as "awake, alert and chilling" sitting on a couch, drinking a beer and "just catching up on the news."




On April 5, a doctor told LaVergne that Simpson was "transitioning," as the attorney described it, and by last week Simpson only had strength to ask for water and to choose to watch a TV golf tournament instead of a tennis match.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A post on April 11 from Simpson's family on X, formerly Twitter, said Simpson "succumbed to his battle with cancer." It asked on their behalf for "privacy and grace."
"You have to remember that they've shared O.J. with the world their entire lives," LaVergne said Tuesday of Simpson's surviving adult children of his first marriage -- Arnelle Simpson, now 55, and Jason Simpson, 53 -- and the children Simpson had with ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson before she was killed in 1994: Sydney Simpson, 38, and Justin Simpson, 35. "And they have the added burden that he is one of the most famous people on the planet, and who is polarizing and who is surrounded by controversy."

    


Simpson's children are the only beneficiaries of his estate, LaVergne said, adding he is now working to determine the value of Simpson's assets. He said Tuesday that Simpson did not own a home in states where he had lived -- including Nevada, California and Florida.
Simpson was a record-setting football star during 11 years as a running back in the NFL and became a movie actor, sportscaster and television advertising pitchman before he was famously acquitted of criminal charges alleging he stabbed his ex-wife and her friend, Ronald Goldman, to death in 1994 in Los Angeles. The proceedings in California in 1996 became known as the "trial of the century."
Simpson was found liable for the deaths in 1997 by a separate California civil court jury and was ordered to pay the families of Simpson's slain ex-wife and Goldman $33.5 million in compensation. LaVergne acknowledged Simpson died without paying the bulk of that judgment.

    


In Las Vegas, Simpson went to prison in 2008 for nine years after being found guilty of armed robbery in a 2007 encounter at a casino-hotel with two collectibles dealers.
He was released from prison in October 2017 and lived a golf-and-country club lifestyle in Las Vegas -- sometimes offering social media posts about sports and golf. His last message was on Feb. 11, when the NFL championship Super Bowl was played in Las Vegas. He did not attend the game.
Attorney David Cook, representing the Goldman family, said Tuesday he thought the civil judgment owed today, including unpaid interest, is more than $114 million. LaVergne he believed the amount was more than $200 million, and that Simpson's assets won't amount to that.
LaVergne said he intends invite representatives of the Goldman and Brown families to "view my homework" with the Simpson estate, "with the caveat that if they believe something else is out there ... they're going to have to use their own attorneys, their own resources, to try and chase down that pot of gold."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/oj-simpson-attorney-cremation-estate-vegas-ff03515baead538400ca6075c25bdb28
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[image: Kirsten Dunst arrives for the world premiere of "Civil War," at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | Kirsten Dunst arrives for the world premiere of "Civil War," at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by A24 shows Cailee Spaeny, left, and Kirsten Dunst in a scene from "Civil War." (A24 via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 14 | This image released by A24 shows Cailee Spaeny, left, and Kirsten Dunst in a scene from "Civil War." (A24 via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by A24 shows Wagner Moura in a scene from "Civil War." (A24 via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 14 | This image released by A24 shows Wagner Moura in a scene from "Civil War." (A24 via AP)


            Read More
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[image: Kirsten Dunst arrives for the world premiere of "Civil War," at the Paramount Theatre during the South by Southwest Film Festival, Thursday, March 14, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Photo by Jack Plunkett/Invision/AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Alex Garland's films have vividly conjured a virus-caused pandemic (2002's "28 Days Later"), an uncontrollable artificial intelligence (2014's "Ex Machina") and, in his latest, "Civil War," a near-future America in the throes of all-out warfare.
Most filmmakers with such a record might claim some knack for tapping into the zeitgeist. But Garland doesn't see it that way. He's dealing, he says, with omnipresent realities that demand no great leaps of vision. He wrote "Civil War" in 2020, when societies around the world were unraveling over COVID-19 and the prospect of societal breakdown was on everyone's minds.
"That was pretty deafening back then," Garland says. "So in a way, it's slightly past zeitgeist. It's actually oppressive."
"Civil War" is an ominous attempt to turn widely held American anxieties into a violent, unsettling big-screen reality. Garland's film opens Friday -- the anniversary, to the day, of when the Civil War began in 1861. And it's landing in movie theaters just months ahead of a momentous presidential election, making it potentially Hollywood's most explosive movie of the year.

    


For months, the arrival of "Civil War" has been closely tracked as numerous trailers have drummed up intrigue. Texas and California aligned? "Science fiction," wrote one commentor. Another said: "This single movie had the best 8 year marketing campaign of all time."




Yet "Civil War" is something far more oblique than its matter-of-fact title. The film, which Garland wrote and directed, isn't mapped directly against today's polarization. In a war that's already ravaged the country, California and Texas have joined forces against a fascist president (Nick Offerman) who's seized a third term and disbanded the FBI. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A band of journalists (Kirsten Dunst, Cailee Spaeny, Wagner Moura) makes its way toward Washington, D.C. Much of the film's disquiet comes from seeing visceral encounters of war -- bombings, fire fights and executions -- on contemporary American soil. ("Civil War," to take advantage of tax breaks, was mostly shot in Georgia.) For everyone who has in recent years wondered "How bad can it get?" -- here is a sobering answer.

    


"When things collapse, the speed at which they collapse tends to surprise people -- including people like intelligence officers whose job is to watch and predict when these things will happen," Garland said in a recent interview. "Things are always in a slightly more dangerous state than they might appear."
The rapidity with which society can disintegrate has long fascinated Garland, the 53-year-old British born filmmaker who emerged with the screenplay to the zombie apocalypse thriller "28 Days Later." Western democracies, he says, can lean too much on their sense of exceptionalism. To him, "Civil War" isn't an act of cynicism. It's a warning shot.
"The consequences of it are so serious that to not take the threat seriously would, itself, be another kind of insanity," says Garland. "It would just be complacent."
In past election seasons, Hollywood has sometimes looked to channel, reflect or capitalize or political discord. Ahead of the 2020 election, Universal Pictures and Blumhouse Productions released "The Hunt," a "Most Dangerous Game" riff in which liberals kidnap "rednecks" and "deplorables" to hunt on a private preserve. After the film became engulfed in right-wing criticism (then-President Trump said it was "made in order to inflame and cause chaos"), it was postponed. When "The Hunt" eventually hit theaters in March 2020, it revealed a more balanced satire of left and right than some feared.

    


While there have been online murmurings questioning the appropriateness of the timing for "Civil War," controversy hasn't yet clung to it. That might be owed to Garland's approach. There are few direct allusions to the deepest fissures of American politics today in the film. Joining Texas and California together removes any "blue state" vs. "red state" dichotomy. Neither race nor income inequality appear as issues of division. The president's political party is unspecified.

    


"I had never read a script like this," said Dunst at the film's SXSW premiere. "And I had never seen a film like this."
"Civil War," set in a near-future, instead plays out with more subtle connections to today's fractured politics and cultural splits. Jesse Plemons plays a heinous militant who interrogates the main characters, asking them: "What kind of American are you?" Though it's never seen, Charlottesville, Virginia -- site of the 2017 white supremacist rally -- is referred to as a battle front.
Asked about that choice, Garland replies: "The film is just reporting."
But the director acknowledges finding the right balance was a challenge.
"Yes, it was a (expletive) delicate balance," Garland says. "We thought about it, we discussed it, we talked about what was appropriate. Look, the plan is to make a compelling and engaging film, and the product of the compelling and engaging film is a conversation. So the questions are: How do you make sure that you're not dismantling a conversation in the first part of that equation?"

    


That led to Garland foregrounding "Civil War" with journalists. As much as anything, Garland's film is about the central role reporters play in capturing critical events in lethal conditions. Unbiased reporting, Garland says, has been eroded. In "Civil War," it's literally under attack.
"What I wanted to do was present journalists as reporters," Garland says. "They may be conflicted, they may be compromised as individuals, but they're holding on to an idea of journalism."
"Civil War," which cost $50 million to make, is the largest budgeted film yet from A24. The indie studio is pushing to expand its reach beyond arthouses ("Civil War" will play on IMAX screens) and expand the reach of its critical acclaimed films. "Civil War" is, ironically, a bid to draw wider audiences.
"A lot of the boldness is not actually mine," says Garland. "I think it belongs to A24. You would find there are always people attempting to make these films. The question is whether they've been given the support to make them."
"Civil War" is just a possibility, the director stresses, not a prediction. Still, months after he finished writing it, Garland watched an insurrection play out on live television when a mob storm the Capitol on January 6, 2021. At the time, his thoughts weren't on his script. 
"What I had was this incredibly intense feeling that this is a disgrace," says Garland. "Later, as time went by, some of that anger fed into the project. Not so much in terms of rewriting scenes or dialogue or anything. But more to do with an internal sense of motivation. Something that felt more distant felt less distant."
___
Follow AP Film Writer Jake Coyle at: http://twitter.com/jakecoyleAP ___
This story first moved April 9, 2024, and was updated on April 16, 2024, to remove a reference to a poll.
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The 2024 Latin Grammys will return home to Miami after a controversial move to Spain

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Karol G poses with the awards for best urban album for "Manana Sera Bonito", for album of the year for "Manana Sera Bonito" and the award for best urban fusion/performance for "TQG" during the 24th annual Latin Grammy Awards in Seville, Spain, Thursday, Nov. 16, 2023. The 2024 Latin Grammys will return to Miami -- where the show first started 25 years ago, and where the organization is headquartered. (Photo by Jose Breton/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        The 2024 Latin Grammys will return to Miami -- where the Latin Recording Academy is headquartered.
The 25th annual event will air live from the Kaseya Center on Nov. 14. Nominations will be announced on Sept. 17.
Last year's ceremony was held in Sevilla, Spain -- the first time the show was held internationally -- the result of a nearly 19 million-euro deal between the government of Andalusia and the Latin Recording Academy, and efforts to further the award show's global reach.
"International growth is consistent with our mission," Latin Recording Academy CEO Manuel Abud said at the time. "We have members from more than 40 countries, and we've always celebrated music in the Spanish language and the Portuguese language. Now, the only thing that is changing is that we're taking the celebration to another place, which will ultimately expand our global reach even further."

    


The decision was met with some controversy, with some criticizing the Latin Grammys decision to move the show to the European country that colonized much of Latin America.
However, the decision to move the awards show to Spain perfectly aligned with the country's attempt to further grow music tourism -- now home to some of the biggest destination music festivals.




The award show regularly celebrates artists who are not Latinx but perform in Spanish or Portuguese. An easy example is Spanish singer Rosalia, who is Hispanic but not Latina, and who in 2022 became the first woman to win album of the year at the award show twice. 
In a statement, Abud said the decision to move the show back to Miami reflects the city's position as "the epicenter of Latin entertainment." 
"We are grateful for the community support and enthusiasm we have received."
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NPR suspends editor who criticized his employer for what he calls an unquestioned liberal worldview

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The headquarters for National Public Radio (NPR) stands on North Capitol Street, April 15, 2013, in Washington. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- National Public Radio has suspended a veteran editor who wrote an outside essay criticizing his employer for, in his view, journalism that reflects a liberal viewpoint with little tolerance for contrary opinions.
Uri Berliner, a senior editor on NPR's business desk, was suspended five days without pay, according to an article posted Tuesday by NPR's media correspondent, David Folkenflik. He wrote that Berliner was told he violated the company's policy that it must approve work done for outside news organizations.
Berliner told NPR that he was not appealing the suspension. An NPR spokeswoman said the company would not comment on individual personnel matters.
He wrote his essay last week for The Free Press. Berliner wrote that NPR has always had a liberal bent, but for most of his 25-year tenure had an open-minded, curious culture.

    
        
    

    


"In recent years, however, that has changed," he wrote. "Today, those who listen to NPR or read its coverage online find something different: the distilled worldview of a very small segment of the U.S. population."
His commentary became an instant hit with outside conservative activists who have made similar criticisms of NPR. He specifically criticized his employer for its coverage of former President Donald Trump, of accusations against the president's son, Hunter Biden, and of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Following publication, NPR's top editor, Edith Chapin, said she strongly disagrees with Berliner's conclusions and is proud to stand behind NPR's work.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One of his NPR colleagues,"Morning Edition" co-host Steve Inskeep, wrote on Substack Tuesday that Berliner's essay in The Free Press was filled with errors and assumptions.
"If Uri's 'larger point' is that journalists should seek wider perspectives, and not just write stories that confirm their prior opinions, his article is useful as an example of what to avoid," Inskeep wrote.
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Milan's famous La Scala names new director of the opera house after months of controversy

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A view of La Scala opera house in Milan, Italy, on April 4, 2022. Milan's La Scala, one of the world's most prestigious and historic opera houses, has named Fortunato Ortombina as its new director. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Milan's La Scala, one of the world's most prestigious and historic opera houses, has named Fortunato Ortombina as its new director, ending months of political controversy. He will step into the post in September at the famed Teatro alla Scala. 
The city's mayor, Giuseppe Sala, made the announcement on Tuesday after the opera house's board of directors finalized Ortombina's appointment. 
La Scala's new leader, currently the general manager at Venice's opera house La Fenice, takes over from Dominque Meyer, who has been at the helm of Milan's opera since 2020. Meyer will remain in his current position until Aug. 1, 2025, while Ortombina will act as the director-designate until fully taking over. 
Ortombina's appointment comes as Italy's far-right government of Premier Giorgia Meloni is trying to promote Italian nationals for leadership positions, favoring them over foreigners for major cultural posts.

    


Ortombina, 63, had already served as coordinator of La Scala's artistic direction from 2003-2007, before becoming the artistic director at La Fenice.
Italy's Culture Minister Gennaro Sangiuliano -- who has made bringing Italians back at the helm of the country's main institutions one of his top priorities -- hailed the new appointment.




"After three foreign general directors, Stephane Lissner, Alexander Pereira and Dominique Meyer, an Italian returns to La Scala," he said Tuesday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have done everything for the good of La Scala, for dignity and fairness," said Sala, the mayor, explaining that Meyer's contract will be partially extended to ensure a soft transition.
Meyer, 68, has earned wide respect and recognition in Italy and abroad, over his years at the helm of La Scala. His replacement comes against the backdrop of new rules introduced last year by Meloni's government, which set an age limit of 70 for opera directors. 
La Scala is no stranger to political issues. Last month, ahead of the final performance of an opera-ballet set in conflict, La Scala's principal dancer Roberto Bolle, Meyer and other members of the dance company, orchestra and stage crew lined up on the stage under a large banner inscribed with "Cease fire" -- a reference to the the war in Gaza. 
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'I was afraid for my life' -- Orlando Bloom puts himself in peril for new TV series

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by Peacock shows Orlando Bloom in an episode of the television series "Orlando Bloom: To the Edge." (Casey Durkin/Peacock via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Chris Copeland and Orlando Bloom in an episode of the television series "Orlando Bloom: To the Edge." (Casey Durkin/Peacock via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Peacock shows Chris Copeland, Orlando Bloom, and Luke Aikins in an episode of the television series "Orlando Bloom: To the Edge." (Casey Durkin/Peacock via AP)]
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[image: Katy Perry, left, and Orlando Bloom arrive at the tenth Breakthrough Prize Ceremony on Saturday, April 13, 2024, at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Katy Perry, left, and Orlando Bloom arrive at the tenth Breakthrough Prize Ceremony on Saturday, April 13, 2024, at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Orlando Bloom wanted to test himself for his latest adventure project. Not by eating something gross or visiting a new country. He wanted to risk death -- with not one but three extreme sports.
The Peacock series"Orlando Bloom: To the Edge" sees the "Pirates of the Caribbean" star shoot through the sky thousands of feet above the ground, dive into a deep sinkhole and rock climb hundreds of feet.
"While I was at moments scared for my life during the show, having come out the other end of it I feel way more capable," Bloom tells The Associated Press.
The series, which debuts Thursday, was born from the pandemic, which made outside adventures even more alluring. It met the perfect host in a man who is a natural risk-taker. When he made his Broadway debut in "Romeo and Juliet," he roared onto the stage on a Triumph motorcycle.

    


"I'm like a collector of experiences in some ways," he says. "I've been remarkably gifted and fortunate to have some unique ones, but this was definitely like, 'Oh, wow, I'm capable of this. Therefore I can do anything.'"
First up was wingsuiting -- skydiving in a special jumpsuit that adds lift so you can glide longer before opening your parachute. Bloom's goal was to jump out of plane at 13,000 feet (3,962 meters) fly 3 miles (4.8 kilometers) over the Pacific Ocean and land on the beach.


Then he heads to the Bahamas, to a 663-foot-deep (202 meters) hole in the ocean, with the aim of plunging to 100 feet (30.5 meters) on just one breath. After that, it's off to Utah to climb a 400-foot (122 meter) tower and stand on a summit the size of a pizza box.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We all experience fear. It's how we face this fear that defines us," Bloom says in the first episode. "I never feel so alive being so close to death."
There were some heart-in-your throat moments, like on his seventh skydiving jump, where Bloom needed to activate his reserve chute, something that is necessary just 1 in 1,000 times. And for his 21st jump, he did it holding hands with his 80-year-old uncle, Christopher Copeland, a master skydiver.

    


Usually it takes 200 solo skydives before anyone is allowed to wingsuit but Bloom convinces his instructor in just two weeks. Katy Perry, his partner, is on hand for the first wobbly flight, embracing her man after he lands and lovingly calling him "a flying wombat."
Bloom battles ear pain to attempt the 100-foot (30.5 meter) freedive and practicing a breath exercise leaves him in tears, struggling and sweating. Freediving turns out to require a slowing heart, conserving energy and relaxing -- the opposite of most sports.
The rock climbing challenge sees a usual 2-3 year training process condensed into a week. There was added stress because Bloom broke his back in a fall in his 20s and really didn't want to do that again.
"Just remember if everything hurts and you want to puke, you're doing it right," an instructor helpfully tells him. Bloom also leans into his Buddhist belief, meditating and chanting in the run-up to each daredevil step.

    


Bloom joins a crowded field of adventure-seeking celeb TV hosts, which includes Eugene Levy, Zac Efron, Jose Andres, Chris Hemsworth, Will Smith, Stanley Tucci, Macaulay Culkin and Ewan McGregor.
Bloom, already a guy who went to the gym twice a day, was a quick learner and even emerged with a skydiving license. But he had one-on-one help from experts usually out of the reach of regular thrillseekers, like Maureen "Mo" Beck, a gold medal at the 2014 Spanish Paraclimbing World Championships, and Camila Jaber, the youngest female freediver to break records. 
Bloom credits his instructors for their patience, expertise and teaching him to trust them and their gear. His life was in their hands but very often, their lives were in his hands. 
"It wasn't just as simple as like, 'I'm just going to go with the flow here.' No, I learned the tools. There are protocols," he says. "There is a framework with which I was working. And while I was doing that, I was able to get into a rhythm, into a flow, and achieve things that I never thought I would ever do in my lifetime."

    


Bloom hopes viewers will tune in to see a novice achieve remarkable feats but also to inspire them to get outside their comfort zones, be it perhaps by managing public speaking or learning a new language.
"For me, the idea of the show was like, 'Well, what is it for you?" he asks. "What is your version of jumping out of a plane? It doesn't have to be physical or death defying in some form or another."
Bloom says he's in a happy place, with a good career, a loving partner and great children. That made the stakes even higher for the new series.
"I'm very grateful for my life," he says. "I'm even more grateful having survived 'Orlando Bloom: To the Edge.'"
___
Mark Kennedy is at http://twitter.com/KennedyTwits
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Noah Eagle picked by NBC as play-by-play voice for basketball at the Paris Olympics

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Olympic rings are set up at Trocadero plaza that overlooks the Eiffel Tower in Paris on Sept. 14, 2017. The United States and China are expected to finish 1-2 in the gold and the overall medal counts at the Paris Olympics, which open in 100 days. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Olympic rings are set up at Trocadero plaza that overlooks the Eiffel Tower in Paris on Sept. 14, 2017. The United States and China are expected to finish 1-2 in the gold and the overall medal counts at the Paris Olympics, which open in 100 days. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        Noah Eagle is broadcasting his second Olympics this summer. He's going to his first.
NBC Sports announced Wednesday that Eagle will be the play-by-play voice for USA Basketball's men's games, women's games and the medal rounds at this summer's Paris Olympics. The men's roster was announced Wednesday; the women's roster will be announced in the coming weeks.
Eagle broadcast 3x3 basketball at the Tokyo Olympics three years ago -- but because of the pandemic, he did that from a studio in the U.S. This time, he'll be courtside.
"I'm excited to feel it," Eagle said.
The 26-year-old Syracuse alum called some Brooklyn Nets games for YES Network this season, previously spent four years as the radio voice of the Los Angeles Clippers and recently picked up a Sports Emmy nomination for his first season as the play-by-play voice of the Big Ten Saturday Night football package on NBC and Peacock.

    


"Noah has excelled on many high-profile events, including as our lead Big Ten voice, and NBA and college basketball games," said Rebecca Chatman, the vice president and coordinating producer for NBC Olympics Production. "We are excited to hear him call Team USA's quest for gold in both the men's and women's tournaments this summer."




Eagle said he realized long ago that getting to go to work an Olympics -- and basketball at the Olympics especially -- would be "a massive pinch-me moment."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. won gold in women's 3x3 at Tokyo, so Eagle is already fully aware of what a gold-medal call is like. But there will be far more eyeballs on the men's and women's teams for 5-on-5 this summer, given the amount of star power those rosters will have.
"To be here is really cool," Eagle said. "I also grew up as a swimmer, so the Olympics were always special in that sense, just because I had known how much work goes into one meet, let alone making an Olympic team, let alone winning a gold medal. So, to see it up close and personal will be really special."

    


NBC Sports said its analysts and reporters for these games will be announced in the coming weeks. The U.S. basketball games will be shown across NBC, Peacock and USA Network, with specific platforms to be announced at a later date.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Protests, heightened terror threat mean tight security at Eurovision Song Contest in Sweden

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Then winner of the 2013 Eurovision Song Contest, Emmelie de Forest of Denmark, who won with her song 'Only Teardrops', holds the winners trophy as she poses for photographers following the final of the Eurovision Song Contest at the Malmo Arena in Malmo, Sweden, Saturday, May 18, 2013. Security will be tight during next month's Eurovision Song Contest in southern Sweden. Pro-Palestinian activists who want Israel out of the contest, have announced large rallies in downtown Malmo, several kilometers (miles) from the contest venue. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Then winner of the 2013 Eurovision Song Contest, Emmelie de Forest of Denmark, who won with her song 'Only Teardrops', holds the winners trophy as she poses for photographers following the final of the Eurovision Song Contest at the Malmo Arena in Malmo, Sweden, Saturday, May 18, 2013. Security will be tight during next month's Eurovision Song Contest in southern Sweden. Pro-Palestinian activists who want Israel out of the contest, have announced large rallies in downtown Malmo, several kilometers (miles) from the contest venue. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Security will be tight during next month's Eurovision Song Contest in the southern Sweden city of Malmo, police said Wednesday, citing demonstrations that could lead to unrests and a heightened threat of terrorism in the Scandinavian country. 
"The security is going to be rigorous," Petra Stenkula, head of police area in Malmo, said according to Swedish broadcaster TV4.
Pro-Palestinian activists who want Israel out of the Eurovision Song Contest have announced large rallies in downtown Malmo, several kilometers (miles) from the Malmo Arena contest venue. 
Last year Sweden heightened its terror threat level one notch to "high," the fourth of five levels, for the first time since 2016 amid a deteriorating security situation following recent burnings of the Quran that triggered protests in the Muslim world.
Police said Wednesday that an application to stage a demonstration in Malmo to burn a copy of the Quran before the song contest had been handed in. 

    


There is no law in Sweden specifically prohibiting the burning or desecration of religious texts. Like many Western countries, Sweden doesn't have any blasphemy laws.




"Freedom of expression is strong in Sweden," Stenkula said, according to the Malmo newspaper, Sydsvenska. "Now we first have to assess the application that has been received, then we have to see if it gets permission."
She told a press conference that Swedish police will get reinforcements from across the country as well as from Norway and Denmark. She didn't provide details. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have terror threat level four, so we cannot empty the whole of Sweden of police officers" during the song contest, Stenkula said. 
The live televised final is scheduled for May 11, with semi-finals on May 7 and May 9.
Pro-Palestinian activists have planned two large demonstrations to protest Israel's participation, as conflict in the Middle East threatens to overshadow the feelgood pop music festival. Activists and some musicians have urged the European Broadcasting Union, the event organizer, to drop Israel from the event over its conduct of the war against Hamas in Gaza, triggered by the militant group's Oct. 7 attack on Israel. 

    


Last week, EBU Deputy Director General Jean Philip De Tender said that the organization understood "the depth of feeling and the strong opinions" that this year's Eurovision Song Contest has provoked, but ""firmly oppose any form of online abuse, hate speech, or harassment directed at our artists or any individuals associated with the contest."
Launched in 1956 to foster unity after World War II, Eurovision has become a campy, feel-good celebration of pop music with an audience of hundreds of millions around the world. It has grown from seven countries to almost 40, including non-European nations such as Israel and Australia.
Organizers strive to keep politics out of the contest, not always successfully. Russia has been banned since its 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
Sweden won last year's contest in Liverpool, England, with the power ballad "Tattoo" by singer Loreen. The host country usually is the winner of the previous year's event.
Malmo, Sweden's third largest city, hosted Eurovision in 1992 and 2013. 
___
Jill Lawless in London contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/sweden-eurovision-song-contest-police-demonstrations-0d2def92828339685f6008a2dbf0db6d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Seinfeld's upcoming Netflix movie about Pop-Tarts to be featured in IndyCar race at Long Beach

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Jerry Seinfeld is shown before the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships between Casper Ruud, of Norway, and Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022, in New York. Seinfeld's upcoming Netflix comedy will be featured during this weekend's IndyCar race at Long Beach as rookie Linus Lundqvist will drive a car painted to look like a Pop-Tart in recognition of the movie ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Jerry Seinfeld is shown before the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships between Casper Ruud, of Norway, and Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022, in New York. Seinfeld's upcoming Netflix comedy will be featured during this weekend's IndyCar race at Long Beach as rookie Linus Lundqvist will drive a car painted to look like a Pop-Tart in recognition of the movie "Unfrosted."(AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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                                        Jerry Seinfeld's upcoming Netflix comedy will be featured during this weekend's IndyCar race at Long Beach as rookie Linus Lundqvist will drive a car painted to look like a Pop-Tart in recognition of the movie "Unfrosted."
Chip Ganassi Racing's No. 8 will be painted in the texture of an unfrosted Pop-Tart along with images of Seinfeld and some of the movie cast members. The partnership, which is in collaboration with Ganassi sponsor American Legion, is promoting the May 3 film release.
The movie marks the directorial debut for the comedian.
Seinfeld claimed all the way back in 2018 that he had been "thinking about an invention of the Pop-Tart movie. Imagine the drunk on sugar-power Kellogg's cereal culture of the mid-60s in Battle Creek, (Michigan) That's a vibe I could work with."
The movie, co-written by Seinfeld, stars Seinfeld along with Jim Gaffigan, Melissa McCarthy, Amy Schumer, Hugh Grant, James Marsden, Bill Burr, Fred Armisen, Dan Levy and others. "Unfrosted" tells the tale of 1963 Michigan, the year before Pop-Tarts hit grocery store shelves.

    


"Making a movie about Pop-Tarts has led to so many wonderful, unexpected surprises, and as a car guy, I honestly cannot believe our film's logo will be on an IndyCar entry this weekend," Seinfeld said. "I am grateful to Chip Ganassi Racing for making this happen, and honored to be affiliated with The American Legion and the work they do to support American Veterans."




The American Legion signed off on the promotion as part of its "Be the One" mission that aims to save the lives of veterans by raising awareness, destigmatizing mental-health treatment and educating veterans, service members and their loved ones about what to do when a person appears at risk of suicide. Comedy is often used as a way to alleviate the symptoms that can lead to thoughts of suicide.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The ability for the American Legion to partner with Jerry Seinfeld, 'Unfrosted' and Netflix is an incredible opportunity to expose our organization and the work we do for veterans to an entirely new audience within the entertainment community -- and -- the general public that are fans of Jerry Seinfeld and his comedy," said Dean Kessel, chief marketing officer of The American Legion.

    


"We know that humor can be therapeutic for those battling mental health issues. Partnering with the 'Unfrosted' project ties nicely into our 'Be The One' platform and our efforts to destigmatize veterans who are seeking help and our prevention of veteran suicide."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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Major Berlin show marks 250th anniversary of German Romantic painter Caspar David Friedrich's birth

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A woman looks to Caspa David Friedrich's painting 'The Watzmann' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | A woman looks to Caspa David Friedrich's painting 'The Watzmann' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: A woman inspects Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'Abby Among The Oaks' whis is displayed next to 'Monk By The Sea' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | A woman inspects Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'Abby Among The Oaks' whis is displayed next to 'Monk By The Sea' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: People look to Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'The Sea of Ice' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | People look to Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'The Sea of Ice' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: A couple walk in front of the painings 'Monk By The Sea', left, and ' Abby Among The Oaks' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | A couple walk in front of the painings 'Monk By The Sea', left, and ' Abby Among The Oaks' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: A woman walks near Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'The Sea of Ice' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | A woman walks near Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'The Sea of Ice' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: A man sits in front of a copy of Caspa David Friedrich's painting Monastery Cemetery In Snow' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | A man sits in front of a copy of Caspa David Friedrich's painting Monastery Cemetery In Snow' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: People walk in front of a copies of Caspa David Friedrich's paintings Monastery Cemetery In Snow' , left, and 'High Mountains', right, during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | People walk in front of a copies of Caspa David Friedrich's paintings Monastery Cemetery In Snow' , left, and 'High Mountains', right, during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: A man sits in front of a copy of Caspa David Friedrich's painting Monastery Cemetery In Snow' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | A man sits in front of a copy of Caspa David Friedrich's painting Monastery Cemetery In Snow' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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        Major Berlin show marks 250th anniversary of German Romantic painter Caspar David Friedrich's birth

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A woman looks to Caspa David Friedrich's painting 'The Watzmann' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | A woman looks to Caspa David Friedrich's painting 'The Watzmann' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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A woman looks to Caspa David Friedrich's painting 'The Watzmann' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: A woman inspects Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'Abby Among The Oaks' whis is displayed next to 'Monk By The Sea' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | A woman inspects Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'Abby Among The Oaks' whis is displayed next to 'Monk By The Sea' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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A woman inspects Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'Abby Among The Oaks' whis is displayed next to 'Monk By The Sea' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: People look to Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'The Sea of Ice' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | People look to Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'The Sea of Ice' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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People look to Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'The Sea of Ice' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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[image: A couple walk in front of the painings 'Monk By The Sea', left, and ' Abby Among The Oaks' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: A woman walks near Caspar David Friedrich's painting 'The Sea of Ice' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The exhibition marking the 250th birthday of Caspar David Friedrich and will run from April 19 until August 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: A man sits in front of a copy of Caspa David Friedrich's painting Monastery Cemetery In Snow' during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: People walk in front of a copies of Caspa David Friedrich's paintings Monastery Cemetery In Snow' , left, and 'High Mountains', right, during a press preview of the exhibition 'Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes' at the Alte Nationalgalerie museum in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, the city where he made his breakthrough and where an exhibition in 1906 kicked off an an enduring revival in interest in the German Romantic master. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- A major show of Caspar David Friedrich's iconic landscapes that marks the 250th anniversary of his birth is opening in Berlin, where he made his breakthrough and where a 1906 exhibition kicked off an enduring revival of interest in the German Romantic master.
The show at the German capital's Alte Nationalgalerie, which organizers presented on Wednesday ahead of its opening to the public Friday, includes some of Friedrich's best-known works.
Among them are the two paintings that brought him to fame in 1810, "Monk by the Sea" -- depicting a lone figure against the background of a dark sea and looming sky -- and "Abbey among the Oaks." The works were bought by King Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia.
Visitors can also look forward to classics such as the dramatic "The Sea of Ice," "Chalk Cliffs on Rugen" and "The Watzmann," depicting one of Germany's highest peaks. The exhibition brings together 115 paintings and drawings by Friedrich, exploring the progress of his career.

    


Although the paintings are based on painstaking drawings, some of which are part of the exhibition, they "are not a reflection of nature, but are actually visions on the great philosophical questions of human existence," museum director Ralph Gleis said.




Gleis described Friedrich as probably the best-known German painter after Albrecht Durer.
That wasn't always the case. Friedrich, who was born in Greifswald in northeastern Germany in 1774 and died in 1840, was largely forgotten in the second half of the 19th century. He returned to public attention thanks to a 1906 exhibition at Berlin's Nationalgalerie celebrating a century of German art, which contained 93 works by Friedrich and celebrated him as a master of light and atmosphere.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new show leans in part on that exhibition and features 45 of the works the public in Berlin saw more than a century ago.

    


Friedrich, who painted at the time of the Napoleonic wars in Europe, has been associated with nationalism. That's reflected directly in at least one painting, "Rocky Valley," featuring the tomb of Arminius, a figure from Roman times who was revered as a German national hero.
His work is characterized by an "openness to interpretation" that has repeatedly been exploited, Gleis said, noting that the Nazis "tried to pocket Friedrich."
That made it a little difficult for Friedrich's work to gain attention after World War II. The English-speaking art world helped revive interest in him as a "universal artist," Gleis added.
Friedrich "created pictures of longing and hope, but also of doubt," curator Birgit Verwiebe told a news conference.
The Berlin show is one of three partly overlapping major exhibitions in Germany to mark the 250th anniversary of Friedrich's birth, with museums in Berlin, Hamburg and Dresden collaborating. The first, in Hamburg, closed at the beginning of this month after attracting huge numbers of visitors. An exhibition in Dresden will open in August.
The German museums will support a later exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York "to share our Friedrich with the world," Gleis said.
The exhibition at the Alte Nationalgalerie in Berlin's neoclassical Museum Island complex, titled "Caspar David Friedrich. Infinite Landscapes," runs from Friday until Aug. 4. The museum has extended its opening times to deal with high anticipated demand.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/germany-berlin-friedrich-romanticism-art-exhibition-c8b45b8d9109fcb6c95de3abc332e46d
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Kate Hudson had a lifetime to make a record. The result is 'Glorious,' out in May

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This album cover image released by Sandbox Entertainment/Virgin Music shows "Glorious" by Kate Hudson. (Sandbox Entertainment/Virgin Music via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This album cover image released by Sandbox Entertainment/Virgin Music shows "Glorious" by Kate Hudson. (Sandbox Entertainment/Virgin Music via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- More than two decades ago, Kate Hudson took on the role of one of the most celebrated music fans to ever hit the silver screen: Penny Lane in "Almost Famous." It is required viewing for record obsessives -- and for Hudson, an extension of a lifelong adoration of music. 
"I would die without music," she told The Associated Press from Los Angeles. "I know what it feels like to sit in your room, put on an album, and dream. It can completely change the trajectory of your life."
On May 17, Hudson will get the opportunity to do that for other listeners when she releases her debut album, "Glorious." It is an ambitious record, written by Hudson with her close collaborators Linda Perry, Johan Carlsson, and her fiance Danny Fujikawa, spanning folk, rock and synth, soulful ballads and big pop songs. "My influences move," she says. "I didn't want to be pigeonholed into a genre."

    


Hudson has been writing songs since she was a teenager, but the coronavirus pandemic brought up big questions and eventually, the desire to pursue an album professionally. "'What is the next half of my life going to look like in terms of my connection to the arts?' One thing that kept circulating for me was that if I didn't make an album, it would be a great regret," she says.
And so, she gave into the process. 
"I wanted to be an open channel," she says. "I didn't want to overthink anything." 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She wrote 26 songs, 12 of which made the final track list. All the songs are new -- self-reflections on her life, like "Live Forever," which considers motherhood and watching your adult children leave home, or "Never Made a Moment," about the end of a relationship and learning to survive without that person.
"Glorious" is the title track, which she says "embodies the album. It's about a life well loved -- even in its challenges, it is glorious."
She aims to uplift listeners with the record, in whatever way they find it resonates. "If there's just like one person out there that takes the album, and then turns it on, closes their eyes and like, feels something shift in them, then I feel like I've achieved success," she says. 

    


"Or they get in their car, put their windows down and turn up a song really loud and just, like, feel great for a moment. That to me is why I want to make music. If we can get a guitar solo that, like, makes somebody feel explosive in their body, then I feel like I've achieved success," she says, smiling. "It's really that simple for me."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kate-hudson-first-album-glorious-14dbf326317a9dba3970fea1acbe03c5
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                    Thousands of ordinary people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick. A court settlement was supposed to help compensate them, but it hasn't turned out as expected. (AP video by Gerald Herbert and Kristin M. Hall)
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            Many Gulf oil spill cleanup workers left with little compensation for health issues

        
        
            Thousands of ordinary people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick. A court settlement was supposed to help compensate them, but it hasn't turned out as expected. (AP video by Gerald Herbert and Kristin M. Hall)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Many Gulf oil spill cleanup workers left with little compensation for health issues
Thousands of ordinary people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick. A court settlement was supposed to help compensate them, but it hasn't turned out as expected. (AP video by Gerald Herbert and Kristin M. Hall)
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            How many people got payouts for illness after the Gulf spill

        
        
            Thousands of workers who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick -- and despite a massive court settlement, many haven't been helped. (Source: Federal Court Records) (AP Animation: Donavon Brutus)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        How many people got payouts for illness after the Gulf spill
Thousands of workers who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick -- and despite a massive court settlement, many haven't been helped. (Source: Federal Court Records) (AP Animation: Donavon Brutus)
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    [image: FILE - A worker pulls an oil boom that a current pinned against a pier in Caminada Pass in Grand Isle, La., May 22, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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[image: FILE - A young heron sits amidst oil on an island impacted by the Deepwater Horizon spill in Barataria Bay, just inside the the coast of Lousiana, Sunday, May 23, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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[image: FILE - A cleanup worker picks up blobs of oil in absorbent snare on Queen Bess Island at the mouth of Barataria Bay near the Gulf of Mexico in Plaquemines Parish, La., June 4, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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[image: FILE - A worker assisting in the cleanup of oil from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill lets water and detergent drip from his gloves while standing in a decontamination pool on a beach in Grand Isle, La., Aug. 5, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | FILE - A worker assisting in the cleanup of oil from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill lets water and detergent drip from his gloves while standing in a decontamination pool on a beach in Grand Isle, La., Aug. 5, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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[image: FILE - A hard hat covered in oil is shown after being found in the waters off of Chandeleur Sound, La., May 3, 2010. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: John Maas poses for a portrait Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023, in Sparta, Tenn. Thousands of people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick, including Maas. Attorneys familiar with the issue say he's the only one who has received a settlement after suing. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: FILE - Shrimp boats are used to collect oil with booms in the waters of Chandeleur Sound, La., May 5, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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[image: FILE - A worker leaves the beach as storm clouds approach in Grand Isle, La., May 30, 2010. When a deadly explosion destroyed BP's Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico, tens of thousands of ordinary people were hired to help clean up the environmental devastation. These workers were exposed to crude oil and the chemical dispersant Corexit while picking up tar balls along the shoreline, laying booms from fishing boats to soak up slicks and rescuing oil-covered birds. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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                                        When the BP Deepwater Horizon drilling rig exploded in 2010 and spewed many millions of gallons of oil into the Gulf of Mexico, the disastrous spill damaged the economy, devastated the environment and required thousands of regular people to help clean it up. Those hired workers picked up tar balls on the beach, deployed booms from boats to soak up oil and rescued injured wildlife.
Many of them got sick, but a settlement was supposed to help. 
BP agreed to pay workers who got ill after exposure to oil and a chemical dispersant used to break it up. Early on, the settlement was praised by attorneys for workers and BP as a fair solution that would provide money to victims without placing too much burden on them to prove their claims. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Gulf Spill Workers Behind the AP Story-BP special
    

    
    
    Thousands of ordinary people who helped clean up after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico say they got sick. A court settlement was supposed to help compensate them, but it hasn't turned out as expected. AP correspondent Jaime Holguin reports on the story behind the story.

    

The Associated Press found that in practice the settlement didn't work out that way. A smaller number of people than hoped got paid -- and it was less money than they expected.

    


Thousands later were forced to file federal lawsuits that have been dismissed in batches across the South. The AP found just one person, boat captain John Maas, who sued and successfully settled with BP. 
HOW PEOPLE GET SICK FROM AN OIL SPILL
To break up the oil, roughly 1.8 million gallons of the dispersant Corexit were dropped from planes and sprayed from boats. Research has found it can damage cells that protect airways and cause scarring that narrows breathing tubes, making it harder to breathe over time. 

    
        
    

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Plus, oil itself is linked to illness. One of its toxic components is benzene, which can cause conditions ranging from skin irritation to cancer.
Major studies, including by the National Institutes of Health, have found that workers exposed to oil were more likely to experience dizziness, nausea, lung problems and heart attacks.
THE FIRST BIG PROBLEM
At the most basic level, workers and residents could submit affidavits attesting to their medical problems and collect $1,300. The vast majority of those compensated, just under 80%, got this lowest award.

    


People with long-term illnesses backed up by medical tests could collect up to $60,700, or more if they'd been hospitalized. But almost no one had this medical proof at the time the settlement was approved in early 2013. This became glaringly apparent the next year when BP and the workers' attorneys had a disagreement over a key date.
BP argued that anyone without a diagnosis before April 12, 2012 couldn't be paid through the routine claims process. Instead, they would fall into a category of people with "later manifested" conditions who would need to file individual lawsuits for compensation.
Workers' attorneys disputed that, saying the category was meant only for people whose illnesses showed up several years after the spill, such as any who developed cancer.
U.S. District Judge Carl Barbier said that when he initially approved the settlement, he didn't expect it to force large numbers of people to file lawsuits. In the end, however, he sided with BP, ruling that the settlement's wording made anyone diagnosed after the 2012 date ineligible for a payout after filing a claim.

    


That ruling threw thousands of workers out of the settlement's relatively easy claims process and into federal courts throughout the South.
THROWN OUT OF COURT
Workers have fared poorly in federal court.
The Nations Law Firm, for example, represented huge numbers of workers and had collected medical evidence believing that would help clients receive more than the settlement's $1,300 minimum through the claims process.
But when those workers were forced to file lawsuits, BP alleged in a Mississippi federal court that the firm manufactured medical diagnoses. Then Nations agreed to dismiss cases by the dozens. In an interview, Nations did not deny BP's allegations but said the cases were unwinnable without an adequate expert witness.
It was also hard for workers to convince courts that the scientific evidence was strong enough to show they were exposed to enough oil and dispersant to likely cause their illness.
The workers' experts relied on studies, such as those from the National Institutes of Health, that found people exposed to oil and Corexit were more likely to develop certain illnesses. 

    


But BP's experts argued individual workers needed to show exactly how much oil and dispersant they had inhaled or ingested and that it was sufficient to cause their sickness. 
BP also poked holes in professional histories and work of some experts put forward by workers' attorneys. And some law firms with hundreds of cases buckled under the strain, begging judges for more time so overloaded experts could produce reports. 
Most judges have sided with BP, rejecting workers' experts as unreliable, effectively ending the cases. 
LOOKING AHEAD
The Downs Law Group, which has lost hundreds of cases against BP, is pursuing appeals in two federal circuit courts, hoping they'll rule district judges have misconstrued the level of proof needed for toxic exposure cases. One of those judges said the issue is "very ripe for the Supreme Court to resolve."

    


"It has a broader reach than the BP oil spill," said Jason Clark, a Downs attorney. "If the burden is one that's too high for any plaintiff to meet, then a lot of people who are exposed ... are never going to see justice."
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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Takeaways from this week's reports on the deadly 2023 Maui fire that destroyed Lahaina

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A new report released by the Hawaii Attorney General's Office shows that an emergency manager delayed his return, communications broke down and forecasts weren't heeded during the Maui wildfire that became the deadliest in U.S. history. Attorney General Anne Lopez said this phase of the report is not to place blame on anyone. (Apr. 17)
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    [image: FILE - Photos of victims are displayed under white crosses at a memorial for victims of the August 2023 wildfire, above the Lahaina Bypass highway, Dec. 6, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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[image: FILE - A man reacts as he sits on the Lahaina historic banyan tree damaged by a wildfire on Friday, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. After the deadly wildfire that destroyed the historic town of Lahaina this summer, people across the world focused their attention on the green leaves sprouting from the scorched, 150-year-old banyan tree as a symbol of hope. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: FILE - Hawaii Gov. Josh Green, center, points to damage as he speaks with Federal Emergency Management Agency Administrator Deanne Criswell during a tour of wildfire damage, Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, on Aug. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rays of sunlight pierce through the clouds, Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, above homes burned by wildfires in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: FILE - The hall of historic Waiola Church in Lahaina and nearby Lahaina Hongwanji Mission are engulfed in flames along Wainee Street on Aug. 8, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (Matthew Thayer/The Maui News via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Rev. Ai Hironaka, resident minister of the Lahaina Hongwanji Mission, walks through the grounds of his temple and residence destroyed by wildfire, Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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[image: FILE - Thomas Leonard lies on an air mattress at an evacuation center at the War Memorial Gymnasium after his Lahaina apartment was destroyed by wildfire, Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, in Wailuku, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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[image: FILE - JP Mayoga, right, a chef at the Westin Maui, Kaanapali, and his wife, Makalea Ahhee, hug on their balcony at the hotel and resort, Sunday, Aug. 13, 2023, near Lahaina, Hawaii. About 200 employees were living there with their families. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 13 | FILE - JP Mayoga, right, a chef at the Westin Maui, Kaanapali, and his wife, Makalea Ahhee, hug on their balcony at the hotel and resort, Sunday, Aug. 13, 2023, near Lahaina, Hawaii. About 200 employees were living there with their families. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 13
FILE - JP Mayoga, right, a chef at the Westin Maui, Kaanapali, and his wife, Makalea Ahhee, hug on their balcony at the hotel and resort, Sunday, Aug. 13, 2023, near Lahaina, Hawaii. About 200 employees were living there with their families. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left, Shelee Kimura, President and Chief Executive Officer of Hawaiian Electric, Mark Glick, Chief Energy Officer of the Hawaii State Energy Office, and Leodoloff Asuncion, Jr., Chairman of the Hawaii Public Utilities Commission, appear before the House Committee on Energy and Commerce on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Sept. 28, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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[image: Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) member Steve Kerber speaks about the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings during a press conference on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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[image: Hawaii Attorney General Anne Lopez and members of the Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) hold a press conference on the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]
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[image: Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) members Derek Alkonis speaks about the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings during a press conference on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 13 | Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) members Derek Alkonis speaks about the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings during a press conference on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 13
Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI) members Derek Alkonis speaks about the Maui Wildfire Phase One Report findings during a press conference on Wed, April 17, 2024, in Honolulu. (AP Photo/Marco Garcia)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER, REBECCA BOONE, CLAUDIA LAUER and CHRISTOPHER L. KELLER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- More than half a year after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century burned through a historic Maui town, officials are still trying to determine exactly what went wrong and how to prevent similar catastrophes in the future. But two reports released this week are filling in some of the blanks.
The most recent is a detailed timeline of the fire that tore through the heart of Lahaina on Aug. 8, 2023, killing 101 people. Released Wednesday by Hawaii Attorney General Anne Lopez, it is the first phase of a three-part comprehensive investigation being conducted by the Fire Safety Research Institute, or FSRI, with more coming in the next several months. 
The previous day, the Maui Fire Department put out an after-action report produced by the Western Fire Chiefs Association. It detailed the challenges the department faced, as well as more than 100 recommendations for improvements. 

    


Here are the key takeaways from the reports: 
COMMUNICATION WAS A STRUGGLE AMID THE CHAOS
A major windstorm was toppling power lines and utility poles throughout Lahaina, and the first fire of the day sparked when a live power line snapped and hit dry brush. But firefighters and police received mixed messages about whether Hawaiian Electric had de-energized the lines, according to the FSRI report. 




In the early afternoon -- before the initial fire flared back up and began overtaking the town -- a utility worker told fire crews that he could not confirm if the lines were de-energized. It wasn't until after homes began catching fire that dispatchers reached Hawaiian Electric and got confirmation that the power was out. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report also described a communications breakdown between police, firefighters and other emergency officials. Cellular networks were down, and the police and fire agencies used separate channels that public officials and others couldn't listen to. Overwhelmed dispatchers had single operators trying to monitor as many as five or six channels at once. 

    


Residents and tourists had no way to get emergency alerts or communicate with loved ones, and 911 operators were inundated with calls. One of the operators was off-island and wasn't getting geographical location information with calls, and thus didn't know where to send people fleeing the flames. 
Meanwhile the head of the Maui Emergency Management Agency, Herman Andaya, was off-island at a work conference and getting regular text messages and calls from staffers about the rapidly changing fires. After a series of evacuations in Lahaina, he asked his assistant if he should come home but was told that "it may look OK," according to the report. A few hours later, after much of the town had burned, Andaya said he would come home the following morning. 
An after-action report from police earlier this year also identified communication challenges and recommended that a high-ranking officer be placed in the island's communication center during future emergencies. 
THE FIRE WAS SWIFT AND UNRELENTING, AND ESCAPE ROUTES WERE FEW
Firefighters thought they had extinguished the morning blaze, which started near a part of town that is far from the ocean. But less than 40 minutes after they left the scene, the flames reerupted, quickly spreading from home to home in a nearby neighborhood. 

    


Wind gusts that were still toppling power lines pushed embers and burning debris farther into Lahaina. 
As firefighters and other emergency crews scrambled to evacuate houses and get people to safety, dark smoke dropped visibility to near-zero at times. Those roads that weren't blocked by trees, utility poles or power lines became jammed with traffic that sometimes ground to a standstill. 
But the time people had to escape would likely have been tight even if the roads were all clear: Within 90 minutes, spot fires were burning all the way to the ocean, according to the FSRI report, and spreading north and south. 
Some people died in their cars. Others leaped into the ocean to escape the flames. Still others abandoned vehicles and fled on foot. 
RESOURCES WERE SCATTERED AND STRETCHED THIN
Firefighters risked their lives again and again -- packing survivors into fire trucks to get them to safety, physically carrying victims away from danger, and taking shelter behind their own disabled vehicles -- according to Tuesday's report. 

    


Many of the department's crews and engines were already deployed to fight other wildfires on a different part of the island when Lahaina began to burn. The back-up fire engines used in emergencies weren't fully stocked with equipment, and valuable minutes were lost restocking them before they could be put into action. 
The report also highlighted a lack of mutual aid agreements between Hawaii counties, which meant that there was no standard way to request help from neighboring islands. The agencies also lacked a plan for evacuating tourists and residents who did not speak English -- and language barriers made it difficult for the firefighters to warn some people of the need to flee. 

    


WHAT COMES NEXT? 
FSRI investigators are still trying to get some records from the Maui Emergency Management Agency. Research program manager Derek Alkonis said Wednesday that they requested incident activity logs and other records from MEMA on multiple occasions but still had not received all the data. 
Alkonis did not go into detail about what he called "a difficulty with gaining information" from the agency, but said the reason is "going to be analyzed in subsequent reports." 
The federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is working on a report about the origin and cause of the fire on behalf of the Maui Fire Department. That report is not yet complete but is expected to be released in the next few months. 
___
Boone reported from Boise, Idaho; Keller from Albuquerque, New Mexico; and Lauer from Philadelphia. Christopher Weber in Los Angeles, Audrey McAvoy in Honolulu, Claire Rush in Portland, Oregon, Hallie Golden in Seattle, Anita Snow in Phoenix and Mark Thiessen in Anchorage, Alaska, contributed.
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A Georgia beach aims to disrupt Black students' spring bash after big crowds brought chaos in 2023

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A crowd of party-goers cheer for a woman drinking from a beer bong during Orange Crush on Tybee Island, Ga., April 16, 2016. Thousands of Black college students expected this weekend for an annual spring bash at Georgia's largest public beach shouldn't expect a warm welcome. Tybee Island's city leaders are bringing in dozens of extra police officers and using barricades to block parking lots and residential streets during Orange Crush, a sprawling beach party begun three decades ago. (Josh Galemore/Savannah Morning News via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - A woman sips on her drink inside the crowd of party-goers during Orange Crush on Tybee Island, Ga., April 16, 2016. Thousands of Black college students expected this weekend for an annual spring bash at Georgia's largest public beach shouldn't expect a warm welcome. Tybee Island's city leaders are bringing in dozens of extra police officers and using barricades to block parking lots and residential streets during Orange Crush, a sprawling beach party begun three decades ago. (Josh Galemore/Savannah Morning News via AP, File)]
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[image: A worker places a section of metal barricade along a main road on Tybee Island, Ga., on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, a few days ahead of the weekend beach party known as Orange Crush. Black college students started the spring bash at Georgia's largest public beach more than 30 years ago. Tybee Island officials are blocking roads and parking spaces and brining in about 100 extra police officers for the party this weekend, saying record crowds last year proved unruly and dangerous. (AP Photo/Russ Bynum)]
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[image: FILE - A woman sips on her drink inside the crowd of party-goers during Orange Crush on Tybee Island, Ga., April 16, 2016. Thousands of Black college students expected this weekend for an annual spring bash at Georgia's largest public beach shouldn't expect a warm welcome. Tybee Island's city leaders are bringing in dozens of extra police officers and using barricades to block parking lots and residential streets during Orange Crush, a sprawling beach party begun three decades ago. (Josh Galemore/Savannah Morning News via AP, File)]
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                                        TYBEE ISLAND, Ga. (AP) -- Thousands of Black college students expected this weekend for an annual spring bash at Georgia's largest public beach will be greeted by dozens of extra police officers and barricades closing off neighborhood streets. While the beach will remain open, officials are blocking access to nearby parking.
Tybee Island east of Savannah has grappled with the April beach party known as Orange Crush since students at Savannah State University, a historically Black school, started it more than 30 years ago. Residents regularly groused about loud music, trash littering the sand and revelers urinating in yards. 
Those complaints boiled over into fear and outrage a year ago when weekend crowds of up to 48,000 people daily overwhelmed the 3-mile (4.8 kilometer) island. That left a small police force scrambling to handle a flood of emergency calls reporting gunfire, drug overdoses, traffic jams and fist fights.

    


Mayor Brian West, elected last fall by Tybee Island's 3,100 residents, said roadblocks and added police aren't just for limiting crowds. He hopes the crackdown will drive Orange Crush away for good. 
"This has to stop. We can't have this crowd anymore," West said. "My goal is to end it."

    
        
    
Critics say local officials are overreacting and appear to be singling out Black visitors to a Southern beach that only white people could use until 1963. They note Tybee Island attracts vast crowds for the Fourth of July and other summer weekends when visitors are largely white, as are 92% of the island's residents. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our weekends are packed with people all season, but when Orange Crush comes they shut down the parking, bring extra police and act like they have to take charge," said Julia Pearce, one of the island's few Black residents and leader of a group called the Tybee MLK Human Rights Organization. She added: "They believe Black folks to be criminals."

    


During the week, workers placed metal barricades to block off parking meters and residential streets along the main road parallel to the beach. Two large parking lots near a popular pier are being closed. And Tybee Island's roughly two dozen police officers will be augmented by about 100 sheriff's deputies, Georgia state troopers and other officers.
Security plans were influenced by tactics used last month to reduce crowds and violence at spring break in Miami Beach, which was observed by Tybee Island's police chief.
Officials insist they're acting to avoid a repeat of last year's Orange Crush party, which they say became a public safety crisis with crowds at least double their typical size.
"To me, it has nothing to do with race," said West, who believes city officials previously haven't taken a stronger stand against Orange Crush because they feared being called racist. "We can't let that be a reason to let our citizens be unsafe and so we're not."
Tybee Island police reported 26 total arrests during Orange Crush last year. Charges included one armed robbery with a firearm, four counts of fighting in public and five DUIs. Two officers reported being pelted with bottles, and two women told police they were beaten and robbed of a purse. 

    


On a gridlocked highway about a mile off the island, someone fired a gun into a car and injured one person. Officials blamed the shooting on road rage. 
Orange Crush's supporters and detractors alike say it's not college students causing the worst problems. 
Joshua Miller, a 22-year-old Savannah State University senior who plans to attend this weekend, said he wouldn't be surprised if the crackdown was at least partly motivated by race.
"I don't know what they have in store," Miller said. "I'm not going down there with any ill intent. I'm just going out there to have fun."
Savannah Mayor Van Johnson was one of the Black students from Savannah State who helped launch Orange Crush in 1988. The university dropped involvement in the 1990s, and Johnson said that over time the celebration "got off the rails." But he also told reporters he's concerned about "over-representation of police" at the beach party.

    


At Nickie's 1971 Bar & Grill near the beach, general manager Sean Ensign said many neighboring shops and eateries will close for Orange Crush though his will stay open, selling to-go food orders like last year. But with nearby parking spaces closed, Ensign said his profits might take a hit, "possibly a few thousand dollars." 
It's not the first time Tybee Island has targeted the Black beach party. In 2017, the city council banned alcohol and amplified music on the beach only during Orange Crush weekend. A discrimination complaint to the U.S. Justice Department resulted in city officials signing a non-binding agreement to impose uniform rules for large events.
West says Orange Crush is different because it's promoted on social media by people who haven't obtained permits. A new state law lets local governments recoup public safety expenses from organizers of unpermitted events.

    


In February, Britain Wigfall was denied an permit for space on the island for food trucks during Orange Crush. The mayor said Wigfall has continued to promote events on the island.
Wigfall, 30, said he's promoting a concert this weekend in Savannah, but nothing on Tybee Island involving Orange Crush.
"I don't control it," Wigfall said. "Nobody controls the date that people go down there."
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A lab chief's sentencing for meningitis deaths is postponed, extending grief of victims' families

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A Michigan judge on Thursday suddenly postponed the sentencing of a man at the center of a fatal meningitis outbreak that hit multiple states, dismaying people who were poised to speak about their grief 12 years after the tragedy. (AP video: Ed White)
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    [image: Barry Cadden, center, enters court in Livingston County, Mich., Thursday, April 18, 2024. Cadden operated New England Compounding Center, a Massachusetts specialty pharmacy, which caused a national meningitis outbreak in 2012. On Thursday, the involuntary manslaughter sentencing for Cadden was suddenly postponed when lawyers looked up and saw a different judge on the bench. (AP Photo/Ed White)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | Barry Cadden, center, enters court in Livingston County, Mich., Thursday, April 18, 2024. Cadden operated New England Compounding Center, a Massachusetts specialty pharmacy, which caused a national meningitis outbreak in 2012. On Thursday, the involuntary manslaughter sentencing for Cadden was suddenly postponed when lawyers looked up and saw a different judge on the bench. (AP Photo/Ed White)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7
Barry Cadden, center, enters court in Livingston County, Mich., Thursday, April 18, 2024. Cadden operated New England Compounding Center, a Massachusetts specialty pharmacy, which caused a national meningitis outbreak in 2012. On Thursday, the involuntary manslaughter sentencing for Cadden was suddenly postponed when lawyers looked up and saw a different judge on the bench. (AP Photo/Ed White)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gene Keyes, left, and others whose family members died from mold-tainted steroids in 2012 wait outside a Livingston County courtroom in Howell, Mich., on April 18, 2024. The sentencing for Barry Cadden, who operated New England Compounding Center in Framingham, Mass., was delayed. (AP Photo/Ed White)]
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[image: Michael Kruzich holds a photo of his late mother Donna during an interview Monday, April 15, 2024, in Lansing, Mich. Donna Kruzich was one of dozens of people in the U.S. who died after being injected with tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Now, more than a decade later, the operator of the New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court to be sentenced on involuntary manslaughter charges. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)]
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[image: Brothers Steve Kruzich, left, and Michael Kruzich look at a photo of their late mother Donna, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Lansing, Mich. Donna Kruzich was one of dozens of people in the U.S. who died after being injected with tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Now, more than a decade later, the operator of the New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court to be sentenced on involuntary manslaughter charges. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | Brothers Steve Kruzich, left, and Michael Kruzich look at a photo of their late mother Donna, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Lansing, Mich. Donna Kruzich was one of dozens of people in the U.S. who died after being injected with tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Now, more than a decade later, the operator of the New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court to be sentenced on involuntary manslaughter charges. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7
Brothers Steve Kruzich, left, and Michael Kruzich look at a photo of their late mother Donna, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Lansing, Mich. Donna Kruzich was one of dozens of people in the U.S. who died after being injected with tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Now, more than a decade later, the operator of the New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court to be sentenced on involuntary manslaughter charges. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michael Kruzich looks at a photo of his late mother Donna, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Lansing, Mich. Donna Kruzich was one of dozens of people in the U.S. who died after being injected with tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Now, more than a decade later, the operator of the New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court to be sentenced on involuntary manslaughter charges. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 7 | Michael Kruzich looks at a photo of his late mother Donna, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Lansing, Mich. Donna Kruzich was one of dozens of people in the U.S. who died after being injected with tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Now, more than a decade later, the operator of the New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court to be sentenced on involuntary manslaughter charges. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7
Michael Kruzich looks at a photo of his late mother Donna, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Lansing, Mich. Donna Kruzich was one of dozens of people in the U.S. who died after being injected with tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Now, more than a decade later, the operator of the New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court to be sentenced on involuntary manslaughter charges. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        HOWELL, Mich. (AP) -- A Michigan judge on Thursday suddenly postponed the sentencing of a man at the center of a fatal meningitis outbreak that hit multiple states, dismaying people who were poised to speak about their grief 12 years after the tragedy.
The judge who took a no-contest plea from Barry Cadden retired in March. But the defense attorney and the prosecutor said they still expected Michael Hatty would return to impose a minimum 10-year prison sentence for involuntary manslaughter. 
Instead, Judge Matthew McGivney inherited the case. He postponed the sentencing until May 10 to clear up the confusion, upsetting many people who were ready to give statements.
A woman cried outside the Livingston County courtroom, 60 miles (96.5 kilometers) northwest of Detroit.
Peggy Nuerenberg, whose 88-year-old mother, Mary Plettl, died after getting a tainted steroid injection for pain, said she was "absolutely blindsided."

    


"How things developed today were disrespectful to the victims who worked hard to prepare statements on behalf of their loved one," Nuerenberg told The Associated Press.
Another knotty issue: McGivney's wife works for the state attorney general's office, which is prosecuting Cadden.




"I'm not inclined to disqualify myself," the judge said.
Michigan is the only state to prosecute Cadden for deaths related to mold-tainted steroids created at New England Compounding Center in Framingham, Massachusetts, and shipped to pain clinics around the country. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 700 people in 20 states were sickened with meningitis or other debilitating illnesses and at least 64 died, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Cadden and a key employee at the lab, Glenn Chin, were charged with second-degree murder for 11 of Michigan's 19 deaths. Cadden recently chose to plead no contest to involuntary manslaughter.
Prosecutors have agreed to a minimum sentence of 10 years of prison. But they also agreed to let the sentence run at the same time as Cadden's current 14 1/2-year prison term for federal crimes related to the scandal.

    


That means he is unlikely to face additional time in custody for the Michigan deaths.
"It's a joke," said Gene Keyes, whose 79-year-old mother, Sally Roe, died in 2012. "The attorney general said most of the families agreed to it to put this matter behind us. I was one who wanted to go to trial. He's not going to serve any more time and that's wrong." 
Keyes said Cadden put "greed over people."
Compounding pharmacies make versions of medications that often aren't available through larger drugmakers. But Cadden's lab was a mess, investigators said, leading to the growth of mold in the manufacturing process.
Chin has not reached a similar plea deal, court filings show, and his trial on 11 second-degree murder charges is pending. Separately, he is serving a 10 1/2-year federal sentence. 
Ken Borton survived the tainted steroids but still has chronic problems. Twelve years later, he walks with a cane, stutters with his speech and said he "can't remember anything."
"I'll never be what I used to be," Borton said outside court.
___
Follow Ed White at https://twitter.com/edwritez
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Tesla shares tumble below $150 per share, giving up all gains made over the past year

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Tesla logo is displayed at the company's store in Cherry Creek Mall, Feb. 9, 2019, in Denver. Tesla's stock tumbled below $150 per share Thursday, April 18, 2024, giving up all of the gains made over the past year as the electric vehicle maker reels from falling sales and steep discounts intended to lure more buyers. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk leaves the Tesla Gigafactory for electric cars after a visit in Gruenheide near Berlin, Germany, on March 13, 2024. Elon Musk will ask Tesla shareholders to reinstate the compensation package that was rejected by a judge in Delaware this year and to move the electric carmaker's corporate home from Delaware to Texas. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk leaves the Tesla Gigafactory for electric cars after a visit in Gruenheide near Berlin, Germany, on March 13, 2024. Elon Musk will ask Tesla shareholders to reinstate the compensation package that was rejected by a judge in Delaware this year and to move the electric carmaker's corporate home from Delaware to Texas. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - An 2023 Model X sits outside a Tesla dealership on June 18, 2023, in Englewood, Colo. After reporting dismal first-quarter sales, Tesla is planning to lay off about a tenth of its workforce as it tries to cut costs, multiple media outlets reported Monday. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: FILE - Drivers charge their Teslas in Santa Ana, Calif., on March 20, 2024. After reporting dismal first-quarter sales, Tesla is planning to lay off about a tenth of its workforce as it tries to cut costs, multiple media outlets reported Monday.(Jeff Gritchen/The Orange County Register via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk leaves the Tesla Gigafactory for electric cars after a visit in Gruenheide near Berlin, Germany, on March 13, 2024. Elon Musk will ask Tesla shareholders to reinstate the compensation package that was rejected by a judge in Delaware this year and to move the electric carmaker's corporate home from Delaware to Texas. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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                                        Tesla's stock tumbled below $150 per share, giving up all of the gains made over the past year as the electric vehicle maker reels from falling sales and steep discounts intended to lure more buyers. 
Shares in the Elon Musk-owned company slid nearly 4% in intraday trading Thursday, in what now stands as the third worst week for the stock in 2024, a year that has been dismal for Tesla investors. The Austin, Texas company's shares are down 12.4% this week and more than 39% this year.
Shares of Tesla Inc. last traded at the $150 level in January 2023.
It's also been a bad year for employees. Tesla said Monday that it was cutting 10% of its staff globally, about 14,000 jobs. The next day, Tesla announced it would try to re-instate Musk's $56 billion pay package that was rejected by a Delaware judge in January, who said that the arrangement was dictated by Musk and was the product of sham negotiations with directors who were not independent of him. 

    


At the time of the Delaware court ruling, Musk's package was worth more than $55.8 billion, but the stock slide has cut that to $44.9 billion at the close of trading on Friday, according to a company filing last week.




Tesla shares hit an all-time intraday high of $415.50 in November of 2021, adjusted for a 3-for-1 stock split that took effect in August 2022.
Tesla sales fell sharply last quarter as competition increased worldwide, electric vehicle sales growth slowed, and price cuts failed to draw more buyers. The company said it delivered 386,810 vehicles from January through March, nearly 9% below the 423,000 it sold in the same quarter of last year. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dan Ives, an analyst with Wedbush who has been very bullish on Tesla's stock, called the first quarter sales numbers an "unmitigated disaster."
"For Musk, this is a fork in the road time to get Tesla through this turbulent period otherwise dark days could be ahead," Ives wrote this week. 

    


Yet on Thursday, Deutsche Bank joined other industry analysts in voicing concern over Musk's big bet on autonomous vehicles as it stripped the company of its "buy" rating, citing Tesla's "change of strategic priority to Robotaxi."
Wall Street expects that Tesla will report a decline in first quarter earnings next week and many are wondering if there's any near-term catalyst for growth that would end Tesla's stock slide. Industry analysts were expecting a new small electric vehicle for the masses that would cost around $25,000, the Model 2, but there were reports last week that Musk was scrapping that project.
Musk disputed the reports, but wrote on X, the social media platform that he owns, that Tesla would unveil a robotaxi at an event on Aug. 8.
Uncertainty over the release of a cheaper vehicle from Tesla has altered the equation for analysts like Deutche Bank's Emmanuel Rosner. 
Such a delay would tie Tesla's future more closely to "cracking the code on full driverless autonomy, which represents a significant technological, regulatory and operational challenge. We view Tesla's shift as thesis-changing," Rosner wrote. 

    


Since last year, Tesla has cut prices as much as $20,000 on some models as it faced increasing competition and slowing demand. 
Other automakers also have had to cut electric vehicle production and reduce prices to move EVs off dealership lots. Ford, for instance, cut production of the F-150 Lightning electric pickup, and lopped up to $8,100 off the price of the Mustang Mach E electric SUV in order to sell 2023 models.
U.S. electric vehicle sales growth slowed to 3.3% in the first quarter of the year, far below the 47% increase that fueled record sales and a 7.6% market share last year. Sales of new vehicles overall grew 5.1%, and the EV market share declined to 7.15%.
In addition to massive job cuts this week, Tesla this week announced the departure of two high-placed executives.
Andrew Baglino, Tesla's senior vice president of powertrain and energy engineering, is leaving after 18 years with the company.
Rohan Patel, senior global director of public policy and business development and eight-year Tesla veteran, is also departing.
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Alabama plans to eliminate tolls en route to the beach
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Alabama plans to buy the Foley Beach Express Bridge and eliminate tolls to drive across it, state and local officials announced Thursday. 
Gov. Kay Ivey and the mayors of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach announced an agreement for the Alabama Department of Transportation to purchase the bridge from the Baldwin County Bridge Company for $57 million. The thoroughfare is a private toll bridge that provides an alternate route to state beaches.
Ivey's office said in a press release that the bridge will become toll free as soon as the deal closes.
"Alabama's Gulf Coast continues to experience record growth and success, and I am proud we are making needed infrastructure improvements in the area that will help alleviate traffic congestion for Alabamians and those visiting our beaches," Ivey said. 
The sale is expected to close in May and toll collection will end at noon on the closing date. The exact day has not yet been scheduled. 

    


Alabama is also building another bridge across the Intracoastal Waterway to help ease congestion. When that span is completed in 2026, each bridge will be converted to one-way crossing. The Beach Express Bridge will carry traffic north away from the beach and the new Intracoastal Waterway bridge will carry vehicles south. 




The Baldwin County Bridge Company has sued the state over constructing the new bridge, accusing the state transportation director of acting in bad faith during toll negotiations and then pursuing the new bridge project to financially damage the company. 
A judge last year blocked construction of the new bridge, but the Alabama Supreme Court reversed that decision.
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Fire kills 2, critically injures another at Connecticut home. Officials believe it was a crime
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                                        WALLINGFORD, Conn. (AP) -- A fire that killed two people and critically injured a third at a multifamily home in Connecticut appears to be "criminal in nature," local authorities said Thursday.
The blaze was reported at about 6 p.m. Wednesday in Wallingford, about 14 miles (23 kilometers) north of New Haven.
Police and firefighters said they initially found a male victim with severe burns outside the home, and he was flown to a hospital burn center in critical condition. Two other people were found in a second-floor apartment including one who was pronounced dead at the scene and another who was declared dead at a hospital, Wallingford police said.
Preliminary results of an investigation by local and state police and fire marshals and the local state's attorney's office found that the fire appeared to be a criminal act, police said. Officials did not elaborate, and no arrests had been announced. That investigation remains ongoing.
Authorities said they were still trying to determine Thursday how many people were in the house at the time.
Wallingford police asked anyone with information about the fire to contact them.
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Man charged in shooting of 5 men following fight over parking space at a Detroit bar
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- A 32-year-old Detroit man has been charged in a shooting that wounded five people in what police say was a dispute over a parking space outside a blues club.
Damond Hunter faces five counts of assault with intent to murder, five counts of assault with intent to do great bodily harm, one count of being a felon in possession of a firearm and 11 counts of using a firearm during a felony.
He was arraigned Saturday following his arrest April 10 at Detroit Metropolitan Airport. His bond was set at $5 million.
An argument started about 2:45 a.m. on March 29 outside the westside Detroit club and had become physical when one man involved pulled a gun from a vehicle and fired shots into a crowd, according to police.
Five men ages 33 to 48 were struck. The gunman then drove away. Seven or eight shell casings were found in the parking lot.

    


Police said it appears only one of the shooting victims was involved in the fight. The others were bystanders.
"I have seen countless arguments escalate into serious shooting incidents over the most trivial things," Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy said Thursday in a release. "Any time a weapon is introduced, it never ends well -- most times tragically."




Hunter's defense attorney, Arnold Weiner, agreed with Worthy and said Thursday that "when you introduce a weapon into an argument, things can go wrong."
"In this case, it was a classic case of self-defense," Weiner said of the charges against his client. "He was protecting others, his cousins, from being shot."
Hunter's probable cause conference is scheduled for Friday. A preliminary examination is scheduled for April 29.
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Stock market today: Wall Street ticks higher following more reports showing a resilient US economy

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The New York Stock Exchange is seen, through a window guard, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024 in New York. Wall Street drifted toward gains as more corporate earnings come in, giving investors a break from fretting about if and when the Federal Reserve might cut interest rates. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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[image: FILE - A person looks at an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian shares advanced on Thursday even after sinking technology stocks sent Wall Street lower in the S&P 500's worse losing streak since the start of the year. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]
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[image: People pass the New York Stock Exchange, right, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024 in New York. Global shares are trading mixed after most U.S. stocks slipped on firmer expectations that the Fed is committed to its current rate practices.(AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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        Stock market today: Wall Street ticks higher following more reports showing a resilient US economy

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The New York Stock Exchange is seen, through a window guard, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024 in New York. Wall Street drifted toward gains as more corporate earnings come in, giving investors a break from fretting about if and when the Federal Reserve might cut interest rates. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        U.S. stock indexes are wavering in mixed trading Thursday.
The S&P 500 was mostly unchanged in afternoon trading following an unsettled morning. It is coming off of four straight losses and another drop would send it to its longest losing streak since late October, when its big run to records began. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 10 points, or less than 0.1%, as of 1:10 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 0.2% lower.
Elevance Health climbed 4.1% after the insurer raised its profit forecast for the full year. Homebuilder D.R. Horton rose 3.5% after reporting stronger profit and revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected.
They helped offset a 7.7% drop for Equifax, which reported weaker revenue for the latest quarter than expected. High interest rates are pressuring its mortgage credit inquiry business.

    


Stocks broadly have been struggling recently as yields in the bond market charge higher. They're cranking up the pressure because investors have given up on hopes that the Federal Reserve will deliver many cuts to interest rates this year.
Yields climbed a bit higher after more reports on Thursday showed the U.S. economy remains stronger than expected.




One report said fewer workers applied for unemployment benefits last week than economists expected. It's the latest sign that the job market remains remarkably solid despite high interest rates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Another report said growth in manufacturing in the mid-Atlantic region accelerated sharply, when economists were expecting a contraction.
A third report said that sales of previously occupied U.S. homes didn't fall as much last month as economists expected. 
Similar such data, along with a string of reports showing inflation has remained hotter than forecast this year, pushed top Fed officials to say recently they could hold interest rates high for a while.
It's a letdown after the Fed earlier had signaled three cuts to interest rates could be possible this year.

    


But Fed officials have been adamant they want to be sure inflation is heading down toward their 2% target before lowering the Fed's main interest rate from its highest level since 2001. Lower rates would juice the economy and financial markets, but they could also allow give inflation fuel to reaccelerate.
Traders are now forecasting just one or two cuts to rates this year, according to data from CME Group, down from expectations for six or more at the start of the year.
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 4.65% from 4.59% late Wednesday. The two-year Treasury yield, which moves more closely with expectations for Fed action, rose to 4.98% from 4.94%. 
The hoped-for upside on Wall Street of a strong economy that's keeping interest rates high is that it could also drive strong growth in profits. Companies will need to deliver such strength in order to justify the run stock prices have been on since autumn, setting records along the way.
Genuine Parts jumped 12.2% for the biggest gain in the S&P 500 after the distributor of automotive and industrial replacement parts reported stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected despite a backdrop of low sales growth. It also raised its range for forecasted profits over the full year. 

    


Comerica rose 3% after analysts said the bank gave forecasts for 2024 profit trends that were better than feared.
Alaska Air, the carrier that suffered a midflight blowout of a door plug on a Boeing aircraft in January, took a $162 million hit in its most recent quarter after it grounded its entire Boeing 737 Max fleet, but it projected better-than-expected profits the current quarter. Its stock rose 5.2%
Las Vegas Sands dropped 9.1% even though it reported better results than expected. Analysts said investors may be worried about competition the company is facing in Macau. 
Digital marketing firm Ibotta, which counts Walmart as a backer, rose 18.5% following its market debut.
In stock markets abroad, indexes were moving only modestly across much of Europe after rising in Asia. South Korea's Kospi jumped 2% to help lead the region. 
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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Arkansas Supreme Court says new DNA testing can be sought in 'West Memphis 3' case

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Former Arkansas death row inmate Damien Echols speaks at rally opposing the state's upcoming executions, on the front steps of Arkansas' Capitol, Friday, April 14, 2017, in Little Rock, Ark. The Arkansas Supreme Court on Thursday, April 18, 2024, said a judge wrongly denied a request from Echols for new genetic testing of crime scene evidence from the killing of three boys nearly 30 years ago. (Stephen B. Thornton/The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette via AP, File)]
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                                        LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -- The Arkansas Supreme Court on Thursday said a judge wrongly denied a request for new genetic testing of crime scene evidence from the killing of three boys nearly 30 years ago.
In a 4-3 decision, the court reversed the 2022 ruling denying the request to test evidence from the 1993 crime scene where three 8-year-old boys were found brutally slain in a drainage ditch near West Memphis. The additional testing was sought by Damien Echols, one of the three men convicted in the slayings.
Echols, Jason Baldwin and Jesse Misskelley were convicted in 1994 but released in 2011 under a rarely used plea agreement that allowed them to maintain their innocence yet plead guilty in exchange for 18-year sentences and credit for time served.
"We appreciate the (Arkansas Supreme Court) giving this ruling and hope we can now once and for all solve this case, clear our names and find the person responsible for carrying out these horrendous crimes," Echols said in a statement. "This is monumental." 

    


On Thursday, the court reversed the circuit judge's ruling that the state law allowing for additional testing didn't apply because Echols wasn't in custody when he made the request. Justices also rejected the state's argument during the appeal that the type of plea agreement precluded Echols from seeking additional testing. 




"It is undisputed that Echols has been convicted of a crime, and as a result, he is entitled to seek relief pursuant to Act 1780," Justice Karen Baker wrote in the court's ruling.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Stephen Braga, lead counsel for Echols, said he planned to seek a possible agreement with the local prosecutor on DNA testing and will file a motion before the lower court.
"We're very happy with the court's ruling this morning upholding the plain language of the statute," Braga said. "We're even happier that this means Damien will have another chance to work with the circuit court and or the prosecutor to get new DNA testing done on the evidence at issue."

    


In a dissenting opinion, Justice Barbara Webb said the court's decision "obliterates any sense of finality in our criminal justice system."
"Their interpretation of Act 1780 means anyone who has ever been convicted of a crime -- whether or not they be in State custody -- can seek DNA or other scientific testing even if such testing would not prove that individual's innocence," she wrote.
Attorney General Tim Griffin, whose office argued the case, raised similar concerns and said Thursday's ruling "undermines finality in long-closed criminal cases and will result in unserious filings."
"I hope the legislature will address the issue expeditiously," Griffin said in a statement. 
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District attorney says Memphis police officer may have been killed by friendly fire

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by the Memphis Police Department shows officer Joseph McKinney who was killed in a shootout that developed as officers investigated a suspicious vehicle on April 12, 2024. A 17-year-old suspect charged in the fatal shooting of McKinneyr has not been accused of first-degree murder because information obtained by the district attorney's office shows the officer was killed by friendly fire, officials said. (Memphis Police Department via AP)]
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                                        MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -- A 17-year-old suspect charged in the fatal shooting of a Memphis police officer has not been accused of first-degree murder because information obtained by the district attorney's office shows the officer was killed by friendly fire, officials said.
In a statement, the office of Shelby County's top prosecutor said the 17-year-old has been charged with 13 counts including attempted first-degree murder and assault against a first responder in the death of Officer Joseph McKinney on April 12.
McKinney and an 18-year-old man, identified as Jaylen Lobley, were killed in a shootout that developed as officers investigated a suspicious vehicle. The 17-year-old suspect was wounded and remains in the hospital. Another Memphis police officer was injured and a third officer was grazed and treated at the scene. 
The DA's office did not identify the 17-year-old suspect in statements released Wednesday about the charges, which carry up a maximum of 400 years in prison. The statements did not provide details about friendly fire aspect of the shooting.

    


"We have not proceeded with a murder charge at this time because current information indicates that Officer McKinney was killed by friendly fire," one of the statements said. "Although current information indicates friendly fire, we believe the 17-year-old's reprehensible actions are still the real cause of Officer McKinney's death."




The Memphis Police Department on Thursday referred questions to the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, which is looking into the shooting. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We continue to mourn the death of Officer Joseph McKinney, as we learn this new information," police chief Cerelyn "CJ" Davis said in a statement. 
The TBI declined comment on the DA's statements about friendly fire.
Lobley was arrested last month in a stolen vehicle with an illegally modified semiautomatic weapon that converted it to what Davis described as a "fully automatic machine gun." 
District Attorney Steve Mulroy said a Shelby County Judicial Commissioner made the decision to release Lobley on his own recognizance -- with conditions including reporting and curfew -- and did so despite prosecutors strongly arguing against it, citing the defendant's danger to the community. 
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Republicans file lawsuit challenging Evers's partial vetoes to literacy bill

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers speaks before President Joe Biden delivers remarks on student loan debt at Madison College, Monday, April 8, 2024, in Madison, Wis. On Tuesday, April 16, Republican legislators filed a second lawsuit challenging Evers' partial veto powers, this time alleging that he improperly struck sections of a bill that set up a plan to spend $50 million on student literacy. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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[image: This is Associated Press reporter Todd Richmond on Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022, in Madison Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Republican legislators have filed a second lawsuit challenging Democratic Gov. Tony Evers' partial veto powers, this time alleging that he improperly struck sections of a bill that set up a plan to spend $50 million on student literacy.
Republican lawmakers filed their suit Tuesday in Dane County Circuit Court. The action centers on a pair of bills designed to improve K-12 students' reading performance. 
Evers signed the first bill in July. That measure created an early literacy coaching program within the state Department of Public Instruction as well as grants for public and private schools that adopt approved reading curricula. The state budget that Evers signed weeks before approving the literacy bill set aside $50 million for the initiatives, but the bill didn't allocate any of that money.
The governor signed another bill in February that Republicans argue created guidelines for allocating the $50 million. Evers used his partial veto powers to change the multiple allocations into a single appropriation to DPI, a move he said would simplify things and give the agency more flexibility. He also used his partial veto powers to eliminate grants for private voucher and charter schools.

    


Republicans argue in their lawsuit that the partial vetoes were unconstitutional. They maintain that the governor can exercise his partial veto powers only on bills that actually appropriate money and the February bill doesn't allocate a single cent for DPI. They referred to the bill in the lawsuit as a "framework" for spending.




Evers' office pointed Thursday to a memo from the Legislature's nonpartisan attorneys calling the measure an appropriations bill.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wisconsin governors, both Republican and Democratic, have long used the broad partial veto power to reshape the state budget. It's an act of gamesmanship between the governor and Legislature, as lawmakers try to craft bills in a way that are largely immune from creative vetoes.

    


The governor's spokesperson, Britt Cudaback, said in a statement that Republicans didn't seem to have any problems with partial vetoes until a Democrat took office.
"This is yet another Republican effort to prevent Gov. Evers from doing what's best for our kids and our schools -- this time about improving literacy and reading outcomes across our state," Cudaback said.
The latest lawsuit comes after Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce, the state's largest business group, filed a lawsuit on Monday asking the state Supreme Court to strike down Evers' partial vetoes in the state budget that locked in school funding increases for the next 400 years.
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Man granted parole for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of 2 Dartmouth College professors

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: James Parker listens to the parole boards decision during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker waits as the parole board deliberates during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker arrives for his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker, who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker listens to the parole boards decision during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker departs following his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker, who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker holds his hands while addressing the parole board during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker, who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole.(AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: FILE - In this Dec. 7, 2001 file photo, James Parker is brought into court in Haverhill, N.H. where he faces charges in connection with the stabbing deaths of two Dartmouth College professors. Parker, who has served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas was granted parole Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Toby Talbot, File)]
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[image: FILE - James Parker sheds tears Thursday April 4, 2002 during his sentencing hearing in Grafton County Superior Court in Haverhill, N.H. Parker, who has served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas was granted parole Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Raj Chawla/The Burlington Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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    [image: James Parker listens to the parole boards decision during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker waits as the parole board deliberates during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker listens to the parole board decision during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker, who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole.(AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker arrives for his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker, who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker arrives for his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker, who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole.(AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker listens to the parole boards decision during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker departs following his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker, who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: James Parker holds his hands while addressing the parole board during his parole hearing, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Concord, N.H. Parker, who served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas has been granted parole.(AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: FILE - In this Dec. 7, 2001 file photo, James Parker is brought into court in Haverhill, N.H. where he faces charges in connection with the stabbing deaths of two Dartmouth College professors. Parker, who has served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas was granted parole Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Toby Talbot, File)]
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[image: FILE - James Parker sheds tears Thursday April 4, 2002 during his sentencing hearing in Grafton County Superior Court in Haverhill, N.H. Parker, who has served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas was granted parole Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Raj Chawla/The Burlington Free Press via AP, Pool)]
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- A man who has served more than half of his life in prison for his role in the 2001 stabbing deaths of two married Dartmouth College professors as part of a plan to rob and kill people before fleeing overseas was granted parole Thursday.
James Parker was 16 when he was part of a conspiracy with his best friend that resulted in the deaths of Half and Susanne Zantop in Hanover, New Hampshire. Now just shy of 40, he appeared before the state parole board, years after pleading guilty to being an accomplice to second-degree murder and serving nearly the minimum term of his 25-years-to-life sentence.
He could be released as early as May.
"I think it's unimaginably horrible," Parker said during the parole hearing when asked by a board member what he thought of what he did. " I know there's not an amount of time or things that I can do to change it, or alleviate any pain that I've caused."

    


When asked what he had to say to family and friends of the victims, he said, "I'm just deeply sorry."
His lawyer and Department of Corrections staff said he has taken many steps through the years to rehabilitate himself and make life better for fellow inmates, and parole board member Ronald Bessette noted he had a "stellar" disciplinary record and has worked with nonprofit groups on art projects.




Parker earned bachelor's and master's degrees in prison and created paintings that are displayed in the building. He's been a part of theatrical, musical and sports activities and has helped develop inmate education guides. He has lived in transitional housing, usually the final placement for a resident prior to their release.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Parker sought a sentence reduction in 2018. Under the law, he was eligible to do so because he had served two-thirds of his term, but he withdrew the petition in 2019 after the Zantops' two daughters objected.
Parker and then-17-year-old Robert Tulloch, bored with their lives in nearby Chelsea, Vermont, wanted to move to Australia and estimated they needed $10,000 for the trip. They eventually decided they would knock on homeowners' doors under the pretext of conducting a survey on environmental issues, then tie up their victims and steal their credit cards and ATM information. They planned to make their captives provide the pin numbers before killing them.

    


Parker, who cooperated with prosecutors and agreed to testify against Tulloch, said they picked the Zantop house because it looked expensive and it was surrounded by trees. Half Zantop let them in on Jan. 27, 2001. Parker told police the interview lasted at least 10 minutes When Half Zantop pulled out his wallet, Tulloch stabbed him, then directed Parker to attack Susanne Zantop. Tulloch also stabbed her.
"When his wife came in, I restrained her, and then," Parker said Thursday in a low voice, pausing. "I cut her throat. She fell to the floor."
"Why did you do that?" Bessette asked.
Parker shook his head. "It's just so hard. I've gone over and over it and just finding an explanation for that is just, I just don't know how I could do that."

    


"Put yourself back to 2001," Bessette said.
Parker said "We were attempting to get money to go overseas and live some sort of life of adventure," admitting he and Tulloch planned to rob and kill people.
They fled with Half Zantop's wallet, which contained about $340 and a list of numbers, but then realized they had left sheaths to their knives at the house. They attempted to go back but saw a police officer was in the driveway. Fingerprints on a knife sheath and a bloody boot print linked them to the crime, but after being questioned by police, they fled and hitchhiked west. They were arrested at an Indiana truck stop weeks later.
Tulloch, now 40, had pleaded guilty to first-degree murder. He got the mandatory sentence of life without parole. He is scheduled for a resentencing hearing in June. The U.S. Supreme Court had ruled in 2012 that it is unconstitutional to sentence juvenile offenders to mandatory life imprisonment without parole, and the state Supreme Court ruled in 2014 that Tulloch and four other men who received such sentences for murders they committed as teenagers should be re-sentenced.

    


Bessette asked Parker how he could tell the community they "don't have to lock our doors" and that he does not pose a threat.
"I'm going to continue living my life the way I lived it in the prison and during this transition," Parker said. "It's become very important to me to stay connected to family and friends. I look to them for support and advice all the time. And I'll just keep being the man I've been trying to become -- trying to become a better man than when I was that kid."
Under his parole conditions, Parker cannot have contact with the Zantop family and he will continue to engage in mental health treatment.
Susanne Zantop, 55 and Half Zantop, 62, were born in Germany. She was head of Dartmouth's German studies department. He taught Earth sciences. Respected in their fields, the professors were beloved by colleagues and students, many of whom had an open invitation to their home a few miles from the Dartmouth campus.

    


There were nine people described as family and supporters of Parker's at the parole hearing. They did not speak and one woman cried after the board made their decision.
The Associated Press attempted to reach Veronika Zantop, one of the couple's two daughters through email and social media before the hearing and Thursday, but has not received a response. An email seeking comment also was sent to the state attorney general's office.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dartmouth-college-zantop-james-parker-murders-parole-1d7cb695a780f08d79bb1b26ec0359a1
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Average long-term US mortgage rate climbs above 7% to highest level since late November

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A sign announcing a home for sale is shown on Feb. 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga., near Atlanta. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week's average U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - A sign announcing a home for sale is shown on Feb. 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga., near Atlanta. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week's average U.S. mortgage rates. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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[image: An "Under Contract" sign is displayed at a home in Wilmette, Ill., Thursday, March 28, 2024. On Thursday, April 25, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week]
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[image: An "Under Contract" sign is displayed at a home in Wilmette, Ill., Thursday, March 28, 2024. On Thursday, April 25, 2024, Freddie Mac reports on this week]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Prospective homebuyers are facing higher costs to finance a home with the average long-term U.S. mortgage rate moving above 7% this week to its highest level in nearly five months.
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage rose to 7.1% from 6.88% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.39%.
When mortgage rates rise, they can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, limiting how much they can afford at a time when the U.S. housing market remains constrained by relatively few homes for sale and rising home prices.
"As rates trend higher, potential homebuyers are deciding whether to buy before rates rise even more or hold off in hopes of decreases later in the year," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist. "Last week, purchase applications rose modestly, but it remains unclear how many homebuyers can withstand increasing rates in the future."

    


After climbing to a 23-year high of 7.79% in October, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage had remained below 7% since early December amid expectations that inflation would ease enough this year for the Federal Reserve to begin cutting its short-term interest rate. 




Mortgage rates are influenced by several factors, including how the bond market reacts to the Fed's interest rate policy and the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But home loan rates have been mostly drifting higher in recent weeks as stronger-than-expected reports on employment and inflation have stoked doubts over how soon the Fed might decide to start lowering its benchmark interest rate. The uncertainty has pushed up bond yields.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury jumped to around 4.66% on Tuesday -- its highest level since early November -- after top officials at the Federal Reserve suggested  the central bank may hold its main interest steady for a while. The Fed wants to get more confidence that inflation is sustainably heading toward its target of 2%. 

    


The yield was at 4.64% at midday Thursday after new data on applications for unemployment benefits and a report showing manufacturing growth in the mid-Atlantic region pointed to a stronger-than-expected U.S. economy.
"With no cuts to the federal funds rate imminent and with the economy still strong, there is no reason to see downward pressure on mortgage rates right now," said Lisa Sturtevant, chief economist at Bright MLS. "It seems increasingly likely that mortgage rates are not going to come down any time soon."
Sturtevant said it's likely the average rate on a 30-year mortgage will hold close to 7% throughout the spring before easing to the mid-to-high 6% range into the summer.
Other economists also expect that mortgage rates will ease moderately later this year, with forecasts generally calling for the average rate to remain above 6%.
Mortgage rates have now risen three weeks in a row, a setback for home shoppers this spring homebuying season, traditionally the housing market's busiest time of the year.

    


Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes fell last month as home shoppers contended with elevated mortgage rates and rising prices. 
While easing mortgage rates helped push home sales higher in January and February, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains well above 5.1%, where was just two years ago.
That large gap between rates now and then has helped limit the number of previously occupied homes on the market because many homeowners who bought or refinanced more than two years ago are reluctant to sell and give up their fixed-rate mortgages below 3% or 4%.
Meanwhile, the cost of refinancing a home loan also got pricier this week. Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, often used to refinance longer-term mortgages, rose this week, pushing the average rate to 6.39% from 6.16% last week. A year ago it averaged 5.76%, Freddie Mac said.
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Sluggish start for spring homebuying season as home sales fall in March with mortgage rates rising

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A housing development in Cranberry Township, Pa., is shown on Friday, March 29, 2024. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, the National Association of Realtors reports on existing home sales for March. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The spring homebuying season is off to a sluggish start as home shoppers contend with elevated mortgage rates and rising prices.
Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes fell 4.3% in March from the previous month to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.19 million, the National Association of Realtors said Thursday. That's the first monthly decline in sales since December and follows a nearly 10% monthly sales jump in February.
Existing home sales also fell 3.7% compared with March last year. The latest sales still came in slightly higher than the 4.16 million pace economists were expecting, according to FactSet.
A modest pullback in mortgage rates early this year helped lift home sales in January and February, but rates mostly ticked up in February and March, when many of the home sales that were finalized last month would have taken place. 

    


Mortgage rates have risen the past three weeks, with the average rate on a 30-year mortgage moving this week above 7% to its highest level since late November, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. 
The trend is a setback for home shoppers this spring homebuying season, traditionally the housing market's busiest time of the year.




"Home sales essentially remain stuck because (the) mortgage rate has been stable and inventory is not really rising," said Lawrence Yun, the NAR's chief economist. 
Despite the pullback in sales, the national median home sales price climbed 4.8% from a year earlier to $393,500. That's the highest median sales price for any March on records going back to 1999 and marks the ninth month in a row that prices have risen compared to a year earlier.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The latest surge in prices reflects the heightened competition many home shoppers are facing. Consider, 60% of homes purchased in March sold within less than a month of hitting the market. And 29% of homes sold above their initial list price, up from 28% in March last year, Yun said.

    


"Inventory is simply not there," he said.
While the supply of homes on the market remains below the historical average, the typical increase in homes for sale that happens ahead of the spring homebuying season gave home shoppers a wider selection of properties to choose from.
At the end of last month, there were 1.11 million unsold homes on the market, a 4.7% increase from February and up 14.4% from a year earlier, the NAR said. That's still well short of the 1.7 million homes on the market in March 2019, before the pandemic.
The available inventory at the end of last month amounted to a 3.2-month supply, going by the current sales pace. That's up from a 2.9-month supply in February and a 2.7-month supply in March last year. In a more balanced market between buyers and sellers, there is a 4- to 5-month supply.
That shortage of homes on the market means home sellers generally having an edge on buyers, especially those vying for the most affordable homes, which often fetch multiple offers.
The U.S. housing market is coming off a deep, 2-year sales slump triggered by a sharp rise in mortgage rates and a dearth of homes on the market. Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes sank to a nearly 30-year low last year, tumbling 18.7% from 2022 as the average rate on a 30-year mortgage surged to a 23-year high of 7.79%, according to Freddie Mac.

    


The average rate on a 30-year mortgage got as low as 6.67% in mid January, but has been creeping higher, reaching 7.1% this week. When mortgage rates rise, they can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, limiting how much they can afford.
Mortgage rates have mostly drifted higher in recent weeks as stronger-than-expected reports on employment and inflation stoked doubt among bond investors over how soon the Federal Reserve will move to lower its benchmark interest rate. 
Home loan borrowing rates are influenced by several factors, including how the bond market reacts to the Fed's interest rate policy and the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury jumped to around 4.66% on Tuesday -- its highest level since early November -- after top officials at the Federal Reserve suggested  the central bank may hold its main interest steady for a while. The central bank wants to get more confidence that inflation is sustainably heading toward its target of 2%. 

    


Many economists still expect that mortgage rates will ease modestly this year, which could give homebuyers who can't afford to pay all cash for a home more purchasing power.
"The 30-year-fixed mortgage rate could rise for few months to maybe even 7.5% before settling back down to 6.5% by the end of the year," Yun said. In January, NAR forecast the average rate would drop to 6.1% by year's end.
Economists at Realtor.com also project that the rate could average 6.5% by the end of this year.

    


For now, first-time homebuyers who don't have any home equity to put toward their down payment continue to have a tough time getting into the housing market, though they accounted for 32% of all homes sold last month, an increase from 26% in February and 28% in March last year. That's still well short of the 40% of sales they've accounted for historically.
Prospective homebuyers are facing competition from buyers who can afford to buy a home in cash. Some 28% of homes sold last month were purchased entirely with cash, down from 33% in February, but up from 27% a year ago, the NAR said.
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Workers at Mercedes factories near Tuscaloosa, Alabama, to vote in May on United Auto Workers union

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The redesigned Mercedes-Benz C-Class sedan reaches its final assembly stage the auto maker's plant, Sept. 5, 2014, in Vance, Ala. Workers at Mercedes-Benz factories near Tuscaloosa, Ala., will vote in May 2024 on whether they want to be represented by the United Auto Workers union. The National Labor Relations Board said Thursday, April 18, 2024, that the vote will take place from May 13 to May 17 at the facilities in Vance and Woodstock, Ala. (Brent Snavel/Detroit Free Press via AP, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The redesigned Mercedes-Benz C-Class sedan reaches its final assembly stage the auto maker's plant, Sept. 5, 2014, in Vance, Ala. Workers at Mercedes-Benz factories near Tuscaloosa, Ala., will vote in May 2024 on whether they want to be represented by the United Auto Workers union. The National Labor Relations Board said Thursday, April 18, 2024, that the vote will take place from May 13 to May 17 at the facilities in Vance and Woodstock, Ala. (Brent Snavel/Detroit Free Press via AP, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Thousands of workers at a big Mercedes-Benz factory near Tuscaloosa, Alabama, will vote next month on whether they want to be represented by the United Auto Workers union.
The National Labor Relations Board said Thursday that the vote will take place from May 13 to May 17 at the facilities in Vance and Woodstock, Alabama. Votes will be counted by the agency on May 17.
The NRLB said that the company and the union agreed to the election dates.
The vote will be the second in the union's drive to organize 150,000 workers at more than a dozen nonunion auto manufacturing plants largely in Southern states. About 4,300 workers at Volkswagen's factory in Chattanooga, Tennessee, are voting on union representation this week, with the vote tally to be announced on Friday.
The organizing effort comes after the UAW won big pay raises after striking Detroit's three automakers last fall.

    


The Mercedes facilities had about 6,100 employees as of the end of 2023. More than 5,000 are calling for the union vote, UAW has said.
In response to the workers' petition, Mercedes-Benz U.S. International stated that it "fully respects our Team Members' choice (on) whether to unionize." The company added that it plans to ensure all workers have a chance to cast their own secret-ballot vote and have access to "the information necessary to make an informed choice" during the election process.


The UAW has accused Mercedes management of anti-union tactics in recent weeks, filing federal labor charges against the company.
Earlier this week the governors of six Southern states, including Alabama and Tennessee, put out a statement saying that workers will put their jobs in jeopardy if they vote for a union.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mercedes-alabama-workers-vote-united-auto-workers-union-46fc5c2c0ead73059f9ba116508452b1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Light pole installation blamed for many of the 911 outages that hit 4 states

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Emergency 911 number is dialed on a mobile phone, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in St. Louis. Law enforcement agencies in Nebraska, Nevada, South Dakota and Texas reported temporary outages to 911 services on Wednesday before saying hours later that services had been restored. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | Emergency 911 number is dialed on a mobile phone, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in St. Louis. Law enforcement agencies in Nebraska, Nevada, South Dakota and Texas reported temporary outages to 911 services on Wednesday before saying hours later that services had been restored. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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[image: A button used to contact emergency services is seen on a mobile phone, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in St. Louis. Law enforcement agencies in Nebraska, Nevada, South Dakota and Texas reported temporary outages to 911 services on Wednesday before saying hours later that services had been restored. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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                                        Many of the emergency 911 service outages that hit several states for a few hours were caused by the installation of a light pole, an official with a company that operates fiber lines said Thursday.
Outages were reported Wednesday night in Nebraska, Nevada, South Dakota and Texas. Service was restored by Thursday morning in all four states.
Although the Federal Communications Commission and other agencies were investigating, outages in Nevada, South Dakota and Nebraska stemmed from a cut fiber line "due to a third-party company installing a light pole -- unrelated to our service," Mark Molzen, global issues director for Lumen Technologies, said in an email to The Associated Press. Service was restored within 2 1/2 hours, he said.
Molzen said Lumen is not a 911 provider in Texas, so the loss of service there was unrelated to the line cut in Kansas City, Missouri. There were no reports of 911 outages in Kansas City.

    


"We are aware of reports of 911-related outages and we are currently investigating," the Federal Communications Commission said in a statement posted on X. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which houses the National 911 Program, said in a statement that its Office of Emergency Medical Services "is monitoring this issue."




In Douglas County, Nebraska, home to Omaha and more than a quarter of the state's residents, 911 Director Kathy Allen said Lumen informed the agency at 1:42 a.m. that service was restored, but the county "did experience a few more issues." Service was fully restored by 4 a.m., Allen said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Dundy County Sheriff's Office in Nebraska warned in a social media post Wednesday night that 911 callers would receive a busy signal. The sheriff's office advised that the provider for 911 services in the state was working to restore service and people with emergencies should call the administrative phone line. About three hours later, officials said that mobile and landline 911 services had been restored.

    


Cut fiber lines and other problems have caused 911 outages in recent years in Nebraska. The issue was worrisome enough that the Nebraska Public Service Commission hosted a hearing on the topic in December.
The South Dakota Department of Public Safety said in statement posted on social media Wednesday night that the 911 service interruption occurred in areas throughout the state. The agency noted that texting to 911 was working in most locations and people could still reach local law enforcement through non-emergency lines. Less than two hours later, the agency said service was restored.
Officials in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, said during a news conference Thursday that the outage was unprecedented.
"To our knowledge, we have never experienced an outage of this magnitude or duration," Assistant Fire Chief Mike Gramlick said.
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department 911 Communications warned Wednesday evening of an outage affecting 911 and non-emergency calls in a social media post. Calls from landlines were not working, but officials said they could see the numbers of those who called from cellphones.

    


"Dial on a mobile device, and we will be able to see your number and will call you back right away," the department posted.
About two hours later, the department posted that service was restored, and everyone who called during the outage had been called back and provided assistance.
The police department in Del Rio, Texas, a city of 35,000 residents along the U.S.-Mexico border, posted that "an outage with a major cellular carrier" was to blame. It didn't say which carrier. Del Rio had the opposite problem of Las Vegas -- 911 calls from cellphones didn't work, so those needing help were urged to use a landline or another cell carrier.
The outages, ironically, occurred in the midst of National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week.
___
Brumfield reported from Washington, D.C., Funk reported from Omaha, Nebraska, and Salter reported from O'Fallon, Missouri.
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Fire in truck carrying lithium ion batteries leads to 3-hour evacuation in Columbus, Ohio

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo released by the Columbus Fire Department shows firefighters tending to a fire that began on a trailer carrying lithium batteries in Columbus, Ohio on Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Columbus Fire Department via AP)]
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[image: This photo released by the Columbus Fire Department shows firefighters tending to a fire that began on a trailer carrying lithium batteries in Columbus, Ohio on Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Columbus Fire Department via AP)]
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[image: This photo released by the Columbus Fire Department shows firefighters tending to a fire that began on a trailer carrying lithium batteries in Columbus, Ohio on Thursday, April 18, 2024. (Columbus Fire Department via AP)]
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[image: A Columbus Police car is parked in front of Dodge Park and Community Center in Columbus, Ohio on Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Red Cross set up a shelter for people living within a one-mile zone after a trailer carrying lithium batteries caught fire.(AP Photo/Patrick Orsagos)]
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[image: A Columbus Police car is parked in front of Dodge Park and Community Center in Columbus, Ohio on Thursday, April 18, 2024. The Red Cross set up a shelter for people living within a one-mile zone after a trailer carrying lithium batteries caught fire.(AP Photo/Patrick Orsagos)]
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Authorities evacuated an area of Ohio's capital, Columbus, for several hours on Thursday out of fear that a fire in truck's trailer could have caused lithium ion batteries to explode.
Police began evacuating a several-block area west of downtown shortly after 7 a.m. and closed off several highway exits near the Scioto River. Officers went door-to-door to alert residents about the evacuation, and a shelter was set up at a community center.
Although firefighters were still battling the blaze as of late morning, the evacuation order was lifted about three hours after it was issued and no injuries were reported.
The evacuation was ordered out of concern that the batteries could burn very rapidly and explode.
The fire was discovered at around 6 a.m., but the back of the smoking trailer wasn't opened until around 9 a.m. because authorities were determining the best way to extinguish the blaze.
The cause of the fire remains under investigation.
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Meta's newest AI model beats some peers. But its amped-up AI agents are confusing Facebook users
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                                        CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP) -- Generative AI is advancing so quickly that the latest chatbots available today could be out of date tomorrow. 
Google, Meta Platforms and OpenAI, along with startups such as Anthropic, Cohere and France's Mistral, have been churning out new AI language models and hoping to persuade customers they've got the smartest, handiest or most efficient chatbots. 
Meta is the latest to up its game, unveiling new models Thursday that will be among the most visible: they're already getting baked into Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp. But in a sign of the technology's ongoing limitations, Meta's amped-up AI agents have been spotted this week confusing Facebook users by posing as people with made-up life experiences.
While Meta is saving the most powerful of its AI models, called Llama 3, for later, it's publicly releasing two smaller versions of the same Llama 3 system that power its Meta AI assistant. AI models are trained on vast pools of data to generate responses, with newer versions typically smarter and more capable than their predecessors. The publicly released models were built with 8 billion and 70 billion parameters -- a measurement of how much data the system is trained on. A bigger, roughly 400 billion-parameter model is still in training. 

    


"The vast majority of consumers don't candidly know or care too much about the underlying base model, but the way they will experience it is just as a much more useful, fun and versatile AI assistant," said Nick Clegg, Meta's president of global affairs, in an interview. 




Some Facebook users are already experiencing Meta's AI agents in unusual ways. Earlier this week, a chatbot with the official Meta AI label inserted itself into a conversation in a private Facebook group for Manhattan moms, claiming that it, too, had a child in the New York City school district. Confronted by human members of the group, it later apologized before the comments disappeared, according to a series of screenshots shown to The Associated Press.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Apologies for the mistake! I'm just a large language model, I don't have experiences or children," the chatbot told the moms' group.

    


Clegg said Wednesday he wasn't aware of the exchange. Facebook's online help page says the Meta AI agent will join a group conversation if invited, or if someone "asks a question in a post and no one responds within an hour." 
In another example shown to the AP on Thursday, the agent confused members of a "Buy Nothing" forum for swapping unwanted items near Boston. The agent offered a "gently used" digital camera and an "almost new-portable air conditioning unit that I never ended up using." A member of the Facebook group tried to engage it before realizing no such items existed. 
Meta said in a written statement Thursday that "this is new technology and it may not always return the response we intend, which is the same for all generative AI systems." The company said it is constantly working to improve the features and trying to make users aware of the limitations.

    


Clegg did say that Meta's AI agent is loosening up a bit. Some people found the earlier Llama 2 model -- released less than a year ago -- to be "a little stiff and sanctimonious sometimes in not responding to what were often perfectly innocuous or innocent prompts and questions," he said.
In the year after ChatGPT sparked a generative AI frenzy, the tech industry and academia introduced some 149 large AI systems trained on massive datasets, more than double the year before, according to a Stanford University survey. 
They may eventually hit a limit -- at least when it comes to data, said Nestor Maslej, a research manager for Stanford's Institute for Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence.
"I think it's been clear that if you scale the models on more data, they can become increasingly better," he said. "But at the same time, these systems are already trained on percentages of all the data that has ever existed on the internet."
More data -- acquired and ingested at costs only tech giants can afford, and increasingly subject to copyright disputes and lawsuits -- will continue to drive improvements. "Yet they still cannot plan well," Maslej said. "They still hallucinate. They're still making mistakes in reasoning." 

    


Getting to AI systems that can perform higher-level cognitive tasks and commonsense reasoning -- where humans still excel-- might require a shift beyond building ever-bigger models. 
For the flood of businesses trying to adopt generative AI, which model they choose could depend on several factors, including cost. Language models, in particular, have been used to power customer service chatbots, write reports and financial insights and summarize long documents. 
"You're seeing companies kind of looking at fit, testing each of the different models for what they're trying to do and finding some that are better at some areas rather than others," said Todd Lohr, a leader in technology consulting at KPMG.

    


Unlike other model developers selling their AI services to other businesses, Meta is largely designing its AI products for consumers -- those using its advertising-fueled social networks. Joelle Pineau, Meta's vice president of AI research, said at a London event last week the company's goal over time is to make a Llama-powered Meta AI "the most useful assistant in the world."
"In many ways, the models that we have today are going to be child's play compared to the models coming in five years," she said.
But she said the "question on the table" is whether researchers have been able to fine tune its bigger Llama 3 model so that it's safe to use and doesn't, for example, hallucinate or engage in hate speech. In contrast to leading proprietary systems from Google and OpenAI, Meta has so far advocated for a more open approach, publicly releasing key components of its AI systems for others to use. 
"It's not just a technical question," Pineau said. "It is a social question. What is the behavior that we want out of these models? How do we shape that? And if we keep on growing our model ever more in general and powerful without properly socializing them, we are going to have a big problem on our hands." 
___
AP Business Writer Kelvin Chan in London contributed to this report. 
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Closing arguments set in trial of an Arizona rancher charged in fatal shooting of unarmed migrant

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - George Alan Kelly exits the Santa Cruz County Courthouse with defense attorney Kathy Lowthorp after the first day of his trial in Santa Cruz County Superior Court Friday, March 22, 2024 in Nogales, Ariz. Jurors in the case of the Arizona rancher Kelly charged with fatally shooting a migrant on his property visited the scene of the killing as the third week of the trial wrapped up. The jurors on Thursday, April 11, 2024, viewed various locations at Kelly's ranch, as well as a section of the U.S.-Mexico border. (Angela Gervasi/Nogales International, via AP, File)]
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[image: ARCHIVO - George Alan Kelly entra a la corte para su audiencia preliminar en el tribunal de Nogales, Arizona, el 22 de febrero de 2023. (Mark Henle/The Arizona Republic via AP, Pool, Archivo)]
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                                        NOGALES, Ariz. (AP) -- Closing arguments are expected Thursday in the trial of an Arizona rancher charged with fatally shooting an unarmed migrant on his property near the U.S.-Mexico border last year.
George Alan Kelly, 75, was charged with second-degree murder in the January 30, 2023, shooting of Gabriel Cuen-Buitimea, who lived just south of the border in Nogales, Mexico. 
The more than two-week trial included jurors visiting Kelly's nearly 170-acre (69-hectare) cattle ranch in Nogales, Arizona. Cuen-Buitimea, 48, was in a group of men that Kelly encountered. The other migrants weren't injured and managed to escape back to Mexico.
The case has attracted national attention as border security continues to be a top issue this election year and garnered sympathy for the rancher from some on the political right. Court records show Cuen-Buitimea had previously entered the U.S. illegally several times and was deported, most recently in 2016.

    


Prosecutors maintained that Kelly recklessly fired an AK-47 rifle toward the group that was about 100 yards (90 meters) away. Kelly said he fired warning shots in the air, but he didn't shoot directly at anyone, and he feared for his safety and that of his wife and property.




Defense attorney Brenna Larkin has characterized groups of migrants crossing through Kelly's property were an increasing concern over the years, prompting him to arm himself constantly for protection. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kelly had earlier rejected an agreement with prosecutors that would have reduced the charge to one count of negligent homicide if he pleaded guilty. 
Kelly was also charged with aggravated assault against another person in the group of about eight people, including a man from Honduras who was living in Mexico and who testified during the trial that he was seeking work in the U.S. that day. 
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Mother charged in death of 14-year-old found 'emaciated to a skeletal state'
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                                        MADISON, W.Va. (AP) -- A West Virginia mother has been charged in the death of her 14-year-old daughter, who was found "emaciated to a skeletal state," according to officials and court documents.
The mother was arrested Wednesday and charged with child neglect causing death, Boone County Sheriff Chad Barker told news outlets.
Deputies responded to a report of a death at the home and found the girl in a bathroom and said her body was "emaciated to a skeletal state," according to a criminal complaint filed in Boone County Magistrate Court. 
The complaint said the teen had an eating disorder that led to "overwhelmingly visible conditions" and physical problems, but the mother hadn't sought medical care for the child in at least four years.
An autopsy was being performed to determine the teen's cause of death. 
A court clerk said the mother hasn't been assigned an attorney.
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Bond denied for 4 'God's Misfits' defendants in the killing of 2 Kansas women

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This combination of booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Tad Bert Cullum, top left, Cora Twombly, top right, Tifany Machel Adams, bottom left, and Cole Earl Twombly, bottom right. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged these four people with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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[image: FILE - This combination photo shows Veronica Butler, left, and Jilian Kelley, right. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of the two Oklahoma women. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP, File)]
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[image: This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Tifany Machel Adams. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people, including Adams, with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 6 | This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Tifany Machel Adams. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people, including Adams, with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Cole Earl Twombly. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people, including Twombly, with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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[image: This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Cora Twombly. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people, including Twombly, with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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[image: This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Tad Bert Cullum. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people, including Cullum, with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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    [image: This combination of booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Tad Bert Cullum, top left, Cora Twombly, top right, Tifany Machel Adams, bottom left, and Cole Earl Twombly, bottom right. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged these four people with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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[image: This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Tifany Machel Adams. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people, including Adams, with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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[image: This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Cole Earl Twombly. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people, including Twombly, with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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[image: This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation shows Cora Twombly. On Saturday, April 13, 2024, Oklahoma authorities said they arrested and charged four people, including Twombly, with murder and kidnapping over the weekend in connection with the disappearances of Veronica Butler and Jilian Kelley. (Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation via AP)]
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                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- An Oklahoma judge ordered public defenders to represent four members of an anti-government group who appeared in court Wednesday on charges of kidnapping and killing two Kansas women.
The judge also entered not-guilty pleas and denied bail for Tifany Adams, 54, and her boyfriend, Tad Cullum, 43, both of Keyes, Oklahoma, as well as Cole and Cora Twombly of Texhoma, Oklahoma.
Texas County Associate District Judge Clark Jett assigned the Oklahoma Indigent Defense System to represent all four defendants, OIDS Executive Director Tim Laughlin told The Associated Press. Laughlin declined to comment about any details of the case or the defendants, citing his agency's policy. 
"The reason we don't comment is to protect our client's privileges and our client's interest throughout the trial process," Laughlin said.
All four are charged with first-degree murder, kidnapping and conspiracy in the killing of 27-year-old Veronica Butler and 39-year-old Jilian Kelley of Hugoton, Kansas, who disappeared on March 30 while driving to Oklahoma to pick up Butler's children and attend a birthday party.

    


During an interview with investigators, Adams, the children's grandmother, admitted she was responsible for the deaths of Butler and Kelley, according to a prosecutor's motion for the defendants to be held without bond.




"Adams, Cullum, Cora and Cole have resources sufficient to organize and execute a complex murder," OSBI Lt. Amie Gates wrote in an affidavit. "Therefore, they also have the resources to flee if given the opportunity."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Adam and Cullum also own numerous firearms, and Cullum had a rifle, ammunition, body armor and a "go-bag" prepared at his home, the affidavit says.
Authorities say Adams and Butler were in the middle of a bitter custody battle. Kelley, a pastor's wife, went along with Butler as a court-approved observer to supervise the visit. They never showed up for the party, setting off a two week search that ended with the two couples' arrests on Saturday and the discovery of the bodies on Sunday. 

    


Arrest affidavits painted a gruesome picture of the scene where the women's car was found, not far from the rural highway intersection where Butler had arranged to pick up her son and daughter from Adams. Investigators found blood on the road and Butler's glasses near a broken hammer.
According to a witness who spoke to Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation agents, all four suspects were part of "an anti-government group that had a religious affiliation." The affidavits said they called themselves "God's Misfits" and held regular meetings at the home of the Twomblys and another couple who Adams said watched the children the day the women disappeared.
Relatives of Tad Cullum and the Twomblys have not returned phone messages seeking comment. Tifany Adams' stepmother, Elise Adams, said she had no information to share.
___
This story was first published on April 17, 2024. It was updated on April 18, 2024 to correct the date they disappeared to March 30, not May 30.
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Motorist dies in fiery crash when vehicle plows into suburban Chicago highway toll plaza, police say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A car slammed into an I-90 toll plaza early Thursday in northern Illinois, killing the driver. Illinois State Police said both the the plaza and the car were engulfed in flames.
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                                        HOFFMAN ESTATES, Ill. (AP) -- A vehicle plowed into a suburban Chicago highway toll plaza early Thursday, engulfing it and the plaza in flames and killing the motorist, police said.
Illinois State Police said troopers responded to the scene after receiving a report that a vehicle had struck the Barrington Road Toll Plaza along westbound Interstate 90 in Cook County and become engulfed in fire.
The motorist, who was the sole occupant of the vehicle, was pronounced dead at the scene of the crash, reported about 4:25 a.m., police said.
By around 5 a.m., most of the flames were out, news outlets reported. Video of the crash scene showed the plaza littered with debris as firefighters poured water on a structure next to the heavily damaged vehicle.
The crash occurred near Hoffman Estates, a suburb about 30 miles (48 kilometers) northwest of downtown Chicago.
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Idaho's ban on youth gender-affirming care has families desperately scrambling for solutions

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - People gather in front of the Idaho Statehouse in opposition to anti-transgender legislation moving through an Idaho Republican congress, Friday, Feb. 24, 2023, in Boise, Idaho. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision on Monday, April 15, 2024, allows the state to put in place a 2023 law that subjects physicians to up to 10 years in prison if they provide hormones, puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to people under age 18. A federal judge in Idaho had previously blocked the law in its entirety. (Darin Oswald/Idaho Statesman via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - People gather in front of the Idaho Statehouse in opposition to anti-transgender legislation moving through an Idaho Republican congress, Friday, Feb. 24, 2023, in Boise, Idaho. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision on Monday, April 15, 2024, allows the state to put in place a 2023 law that subjects physicians to up to 10 years in prison if they provide hormones, puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to people under age 18. A federal judge in Idaho had previously blocked the law in its entirety. (Darin Oswald/Idaho Statesman via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - The Idaho State Capitol in Boise, Idaho, is seen on June 13, 2019. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision on Monday, April 15, 2024, allows the state to put in place a 2023 law that subjects physicians to up to 10 years in prison if they provide hormones, puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to people under age 18. A federal judge in Idaho had previously blocked the law in its entirety. (AP Photo/Keith Ridler, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - The Idaho State Capitol in Boise, Idaho, is seen on June 13, 2019. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision on Monday, April 15, 2024, allows the state to put in place a 2023 law that subjects physicians to up to 10 years in prison if they provide hormones, puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to people under age 18. A federal judge in Idaho had previously blocked the law in its entirety. (AP Photo/Keith Ridler, File)
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[image: FILE - The Idaho State Capitol in Boise, Idaho, is seen on June 13, 2019. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision on Monday, April 15, 2024, allows the state to put in place a 2023 law that subjects physicians to up to 10 years in prison if they provide hormones, puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to people under age 18. A federal judge in Idaho had previously blocked the law in its entirety. (AP Photo/Keith Ridler, File)]
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                                        Forced to hide her true self, Joe Horras' transgender daughter struggled with depression and anxiety until three years ago, when she began to take medication to block the onset of puberty. The gender-affirming treatment helped the now-16-year-old find happiness again, her father said. 
A decision by the U.S. Supreme Court late Monday allowing Idaho to enforce its ban on such care for minors could jeopardize her wellbeing once again. Horras is scrambling to figure out next steps and is considering leaving Idaho, where he's lived his whole life, to move to another state.
"It would be devastating for her," Horras, who lives in Boise, told The Associated Press. "If she doesn't have access to that, it will damage her mental health."
Horras is among the Idaho parents desperate to find solutions after their trans children lost access to the gender-affirming care they were receiving. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision allows the state to put in place a 2023 law that subjects physicians to up to 10 years in prison if they provide hormones, puberty blockers or other gender-affirming care to people under age 18. A federal judge in Idaho had previously blocked the law in its entirety.

    


The ruling will hold while lawsuits against the law proceed through the lower courts, although the two transgender teens who sued to challenge the law will still be able to obtain care.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At least 24 states have adopted bans on gender-affirming care for minors in recent years, and most of them face legal challenges. Twenty of those states besides Idaho are currently enforcing the bans. 
Monday's ruling was the first time the U.S. Supreme Court waded into the issue. The court's 6-3 ruling steered clear of whether the ban itself is constitutional. Instead, the justices went deep into whether it's appropriate to put enforcement of a law on hold for everyone, or just those who sue over it, while it works its way through the courts.

    


In his concurring opinion, Justice Neil Gorsuch said "lower courts would be wise to take heed" and limit use of "universal injunctions" blocking all enforcement of laws that face legal challenges. In a dissent, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson said the court should not decide the fate of those actions without reading legal briefs and hearing arguments on the issue.
Rights groups in Idaho are supporting families to make sure they're aware the measure has taken effect. The American Civil Liberties Union of Idaho said it plans to hold a virtual event over Zoom with licensed counselors and legal experts to help people process the shock and answer any questions they may have about the law.
"Yesterday was really just an outpouring of fear, questions, people trying to figure out how this is going to affect them personally," said Jenna Damron, the group's advocacy fellow. "Getting information out quickly that is accurate is kind of our first priority." 
Paul Southwick, legal director for ACLU of Idaho, said the group wants families to know what their options are.
"Gender-affirming medical care is now immediately illegal for minors in the state of Idaho. However, care remains legal for adults, and it's also legal for minors to seek gender-affirming medical care out of state," he said.

    


In Boise, Horras' 16-year-old daughter wears an estrogen patch and receives estrogen injections every six months. Her last shot was in December and Horras now has two months to find a new out-of-state provider who can continue administering the medication. The situation has left him feeling scared, he said, and angry toward the state politicians who passed the law last year.
"It's cruel," he said.
Advocates, meanwhile, worry that lower-income families won't be able to afford to travel across state lines for care. Arya Shae Walker, a transgender man and activist in the small city of Twin Falls in rural southern Idaho, said he was concerned that people would alter the doses of their current prescriptions in order to make them last longer. His advocacy group has already taken down information on its website on gender-affirming care providers for young people in the area out of concern of potential legal consequences. 

    


The broader issue of bans on gender-affirming care for minors could eventually be before the U.S. Supreme Court again. Last year, a ban on gender-affirming care for minors in Arkansas was shot down by a federal judge, while those in Kentucky and Tennessee were allowed to be enforced by an appeals court after being put on hold by lower-court judges. Montana's law is not being enforced because of a ruling from a state judge.
Laws barring transgender youth from playing on sports teams that align with their gender identity are also being challenged across the country. An appeals court on Tuesday ruled that West Virginia's transgender sports ban violates the rights of a teen athlete under Title IX, the federal civil rights law that prohibits sex-based discrimination in schools. Hours later, an Ohio law that bars transgender girls from girls scholastic sports competitions was put on hold by a judge. Set to take effect next week, the law also bans gender-affirming care for transgender youth.

    


Those who support the bans say they want to protect children and have concerns about the treatments themselves.
Gender-affirming care for youth is supported by major medical organizations, including the American Medical Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Psychiatric Association. However, England is limiting the ability of people younger than 16 to begin a medical gender transition.
The National Health Service England recently cemented a policy first issued on an interim basis almost a year ago that sets a minimum age at which puberty blockers can be started, along with other requirements. NHS England says there is not enough evidence about their long-term effects, including "sexual, cognitive or broader developmental outcomes."
Medical professionals define gender dysphoria as psychological distress experienced by those whose gender expression does not match their gender identity. Experts say gender-affirming therapy can lead to lower rates of depression, suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts among transgender people.
Chelsea Gaona-Lincoln, executive director of Idaho-based advocacy group Add The Words, said she's anticipating "a pretty horrendous ripple effect." But seeing her community uniting in support has given her a glimmer of hope.
"There are people coming together, and it's so important, for especially our youth, to feel seen and affirmed as they are," she said.
Southwick, the legal director of ACLU of Idaho, said the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals is expected to hold a hearing this summer on its lawsuit challenging the law.
___
Associated Press writer Geoff Mulvihill in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, contributed.
___
This story was first published on April 16, 2024. It was updated on April 18, 2024, to make clear that the 20 states enforcing bans on gender-affirming care for minors are in addition to Idaho and all are among the 24 that have passed laws imposing the bans.
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IMF's Georgieva says there's 'plenty to worry about' despite recovery for many economies

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, IMF, speaks in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 17, 2024. During a IMF and World Bank meeting Thursday, April 18, 2024, Georgieva said the world economy has proven surprisingly resilient in the face of higher interest rates and the shock of war in Ukraine and Gaza, but "there is plenty to worry about,'' including stubborn inflation and rising levels of government debt. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, IMF, speaks in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 17, 2024. During a IMF and World Bank meeting Thursday, April 18, 2024, Georgieva said the world economy has proven surprisingly resilient in the face of higher interest rates and the shock of war in Ukraine and Gaza, but "there is plenty to worry about,'' including stubborn inflation and rising levels of government debt. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The head of the International Monetary Fund said Thursday that the world economy has proven surprisingly resilient in the face of higher interest rates and the shock of war in Ukraine and Gaza, but "there is plenty to worry about,'' including stubborn inflation and rising levels of government debt.
" Inflation is down but not gone,'' Kristalina Georgieva told reporters at the spring meeting of the IMF and its sister organization, the World Bank. In the United States, she said, "the flipside'' of unexpectedly strong economic growth is that it "taking longer than expected'' to bring inflation down.
Georgieva also warned that government debts are growing around the world. Last year, they ticked up to 93% of global economic output -- up from 84% in 2019 before the response to the COVID-19 pandemic pushed governments to spend more to provide healthcare and economic assistance. She urged countries to more efficiently collect taxes and spend public money. "In a world where the crises keep coming, countries must urgently build fiscal resilience to be prepared for the next shock,'' she said. 

    


On Tuesday, the IMF said it expects to the global economy to grow 3.2% this year, a modest upgrade from the forecast it made in January and unchanged from 2023. It also expects a third straight year of 3.2% growth in 2025. 




The world economy has proven unexpectedly sturdy, but it remains weak by historical standards: Global growth averaged 3.8% from 2000 to 2019.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One reason for sluggish global growth, Georgieva said, is disappointing improvement in productivity. She said that countries had not found ways to most efficiently match workers and technology and that years of low interest rates -- that only ended after inflation picked up in 2021 -- had allowed "firms that were not competitive to stay afloat.''
She also cited in many countries an aging "labor force that doesn't bring the dynamism'' needed for faster economic growth.

    


The United States has been an exception to the weak productivity gains over the past year. Compared to Europe, Georgieva said, America makes it easier for businesses to bring innovations to the marketplace and has lower energy costs. 
She said countries could help their economies by slashing bureaucratic red tape and getting more women into the job market. 
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Google fires 28 workers after office sit-ins to protest cloud contract with Israel

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -- A sign is shown on a Google building at their campus in Mountain View, Calif., on Sept. 24, 2019. On Friday, April 12, 2024, Google announced it was testing removing links to California news websites from some people's search results. The search giant said it was preparing in case the Legislature passed a bill requiring it to pay media companies a fee for linking to its content. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        Google has fired 28 employees involved in protests over the tech company's cloud computing contract with the Israeli government, according to statements from the company and campaigners. 
The workers held sit-ins at the company's offices in California and New York over Google's $1.2 billion contract to provide custom tools for Israeli's military. They were fired on Wednesday evening after police earlier arrested nine people. 
Google said "a small number of employee protesters entered and disrupted a few of our locations." 
"After refusing multiple requests to leave the premises, law enforcement was engaged to remove them to ensure office safety," Google said. 

    
        
    
The company said it carried out "individual investigations that resulted in the termination of employment for 28 employees, and will continue to investigate and take action as needed."

    


The group behind the protests, No Tech for Apartheid, disputed Google's version of events, saying the company fired people who didn't directly participate. 
The company's claim that the protests were part of a longstanding campaign by groups and "people who largely don't work at Google" was untrue, the group said. 
The group posted photos and videos on social media showing workers in Google offices holding placards and sitting on the floor, chanting slogans. 
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The number of Americans applying for jobless benefits holds steady as labor market remains strong

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A hiring sign is displayed in Riverwoods, Ill., Tuesday, April 16, 2024. On Thursday, April 18, 2024, the Labor Department reports on the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        The number of Americans filing for jobless benefits didn't change last week as the labor market continues to defy efforts by the Federal Reserve to cool hiring.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that unemployment claims for the week ending April 13 were unchanged from the previous week's 212,000.
The four-week average of claims, which softens some of the weekly volatility, was also unchanged at 214,500.
Weekly unemployment claims are considered a proxy for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since the pandemic purge of millions of jobs in the spring of 2020.
The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in a bid to stifle the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy rebounded from the COVID-19 recession of 2020. The Fed's intention was to loosen the labor market and cool wage growth, which it said contributed to persistently high inflation.

    


Many economists thought there was a chance the rapid rate hikes could cause a recession, but jobs have remained plentiful and the economy forged on thanks to strong consumer spending.




Last month, U.S. employers added a surprising 303,000 jobs, yet another example of the U.S. economy's resilience in the face of high interest rates. The unemployment rate dipped from 3.9% to 3.8% and has now remained below 4% for 26 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Though layoffs remain at low levels, companies have been announcing more job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, Apple, eBay, TikTok, Snap, Amazon, Cisco Systems and the Los Angeles Times have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, UPS, Macy's, Tesla and Levi Strauss also have recently cut jobs.
In total, 1.81 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended April 6, an increase of 2,000 from the previous week.
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Attorney general won't file criminal case against LA officer in 2021 shooting that killed teen

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Police officers arrive the scene where two people were struck by gunfire in a shooting at a Burlington store, part of a chain formerly known as Burlington Coat Factory in the North Hollywood section of Los Angeles, Thursday, Dec. 23, 2021. The California Attorney General declined to file criminal charges against a Los Angeles police officer who fired a rifle at a suspect inside a clothing store in 2021, killing a 14-year-old girl in a dressing room, authorities said Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ringo H.W. Chiu,File)]
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[image: FILE - Juan Pablo Orellana Larenas, father of Valentina Orellana Peralta, speaks during a news conference outside the Los Angeles Police Department headquarters in Los Angeles, on Dec. 28, 2021. The California Attorney General declined to file criminal charges against a Los Angeles police officer who fired a rifle at a suspect inside a clothing store in 2021, killing the 14-year-old girl in a dressing room, authorities said Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ringo H.W. Chiu, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The California Attorney General declined to file criminal charges against a Los Angeles police officer who fired a rifle at a suspect inside a clothing store in 2021, killing a 14-year-old girl in a dressing room, authorities said Wednesday.
Officer William Dorsey Jones Jr. fired three times when police responded to a Burlington clothing store in the San Fernando Valley where 24-year-old Daniel Elena Lopez, wielding a heavy bike lock, had brutally attacked two women on Dec. 23, 2021.
Elena Lopez was killed in the shooting, as was Valentina Orellana Peralta as she prayed in a dressing room with her mother.
An autopsy report found that Elena Lopez was on methamphetamine at the time of his death.
The state Department of Justice investigates all police shootings where an unarmed person is killed. Instead of criminal charges, officials recommended that the Los Angeles Police Department "should consider updating their communication training bulletin and any related training to account for the type of situation presented during this event."

    


"This case was a particularly challenging one to process as this involved the loss of two lives," Attorney General Rob Bonta said in a statement announcing the report. "Any loss of life is a tragedy, and my heart goes out especially to the family of Valentina Orellana Peralta, who tragically lost her life and whose only involvement in this incident was by being at the wrong place at the wrong time."




Body camera video released in 2021 showed the officers walking through the store in a formation. Wielding a rifle, Jones pushed to the front of the pack even as other officers repeatedly said to slow down.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The officers saw a woman crawling on the blood-stained floor and Elena Lopez on the other side of the aisle, according to the video footage. "Hold up! Hold up!" another officer screamed just before Jones fired three shots.

    


Jones told investigators that he believed someone inside the store was shooting people, that he saw a bleeding victim, mistook the bicycle lock Elena Lopez was wielding for a gun and that he thought a wall behind Elena Lopez backed up against an exterior brick wall that would block the officer's shots. In fact, the area contained the women's dressing rooms.
The Los Angeles Police Department declined to comment on the attorney general's decision Wednesday, citing ongoing civil litigation. Jones' attorney did not respond to phone and email requests for comment.
The department's civilian oversight board ruled in 2022 that Jones was justified in firing once but that his two subsequent shots were out of policy. Police Chief Michel Moore, who has since retired, previously found in his own review that all three shots were unjustified.
Jones remains a full-time officer with the department, LAPD Captain Kelly Muniz said.
The teen's parents filed a lawsuit in state court in 2022 alleging wrongful death and negligence. Their attorney did not immediately respond to phone and email requests for comment Wednesday. 
Her family had left Chile to get away from violence and injustice in search of a better life in the U.S. Orellana Peralta's parents remembered her as a happy teen with many friends who loved sports, adored animals and excelled in school.
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Stock market today: Asian shares gain despite Wall Street's tech-led retreat

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A person looks at an electronic stock board showing Japan's Nikkei 225 index at a securities firm Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Tokyo. Asian shares advanced on Thursday even after sinking technology stocks sent Wall Street lower in the S&P 500's worse losing streak since the start of the year. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]
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[image: People pass the New York Stock Exchange, right, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024 in New York. Global shares are trading mixed after most U.S. stocks slipped on firmer expectations that the Fed is committed to its current rate practices.(AP Photo/Peter Morgan)]
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                                        Asian shares advanced on Thursday even after sinking technology stocks sent Wall Street lower in the S&P 500's worse losing streak since the start of the year. 
U.S. futures were lower, while oil prices gained.
Tokyo's Nikkei 225 climbed 0.3% to 38,090.87 and the Hang Seng in Hong Kong gained 1.5% to 16,489.59. 
The Shanghai Composite index added 0.6% to 3,089.93. 
South Korea's Kospi led the region's gains, surging 1.8% to 2,631.15. 
In Australia, the S&P/ASX 500 rose 0.6% to 7,651.30. 
On Wednesday, the S&P 500 lost 0.6%, to 5,022.21. It's down 4.4% since setting a record late last month. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average slipped 0.1% to 37,753.31, and the Nasdaq composite sank 1.1% to 15,683.37.
Tech stocks slumped after ASML, a Dutch company that's a major supplier to the semiconductor industry, reported weaker orders for the start of 2024 than analysts expected. Its stock trading in the United States slumped 7.1%.

    


Nvidia dropped 3.9%, and Broadcom sank 3.5% to serve as the two heaviest weights on the S&P 500.
The weakness for tech overshadowed stronger-than-expected profit reports from some big companies, including United Airlines. It soared 17.4% after reporting stronger results for the start of the year than analysts expected, lifted by strong demand from business fliers.




Sharp tumbles for oil prices lessened investors' worries about inflation, which in turn helped Treasury yields ease.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 10-year Treasury yield sank to 4.58% from 4.67% late Tuesday. The two-year yield, which moves more closely with expectations for the Fed, fell to 4.92% from 4.99%.
Yields on Tuesday had returned to where they were in November after top officials at the Federal Reserve suggested  the central bank may hold its main interest steady for a while. It wants to get more confidence that inflation is sustainably heading toward its target of 2%. Its main interest rate has been sitting at its highest level since 2001. 

    


High interest rates hurt prices for investments and increase the risk of a recession, but Fed officials are concerned after a string of reports this year has shown inflation remaining hotter than forecast.
Traders are now mostly expecting just one or two cuts to interest rates from the Federal Reserve this year, according to data from CME Group. That's down from forecasts for six or more at the start of the year.
With little near-term help expected from an easing of interest rates, companies will need to deliver fatter profits to justify their big runs in stock price since autumn.
Travelers slumped 7.4% after the insurer's quarterly results fell short of forecasts. It had to contend with more losses from catastrophes.
J.B. Hunt Transport Services fell 8.1% after reporting weaker revenue and results than expected. It was hurt in part by competition in the eastern part of the country and by higher wages for workers and other costs.
On the winning side of Wall Street was Omnicom Group. It rose 1.6% after reporting stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. The marketing and communications company highlighted growth trends in most markets around the world, outside the Middle East and Africa.

    


The stock of Donald Trump's social media company also continued to swing sharply, this time jumping 15.6%. That followed two straight losses of more than 14%. Experts say the stock is caught up in frenzied trading driven more by public sentiment around the former president than by the business prospects of the company.
In oil trading, U.S. benchmark crude picked up 19 cents to $82.88 per barrel. It had lost $2.67 on Wednesday.
Brent crude, the international standard, gained 25 cents to $87.54 per barrel.
The U.S. dollar slipped to 154.19 Japanese yen from 154.38 yen. The euro rose to $1.0678 from $1.0673. 
___
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed. 
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Abu Ghraib military contractor warned bosses of abuses 2 weeks after arriving, testimony reveals

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Twenty years ago, photos of abused prisoners at Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison were released, shocking the world. Now, three survivors of Abu Ghraib get their day in U.S. court against the military contractor they hold responsible for their mistreatment.
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    [image: En este bosquejo artistico aparece Salah Al-Ejaili, al frente, derecha, con anteojos, experiodista de Al-Jazeera, ante el tribunal de distrito de Estados Unidos en Alexandria, Virginia, el martes 16 de abril de 2024. Al-Ejaili ha testificado sobre abusos que sufrio cuando estuvo detenido de la prision de Abu Ghraib, en Irak. (Dana Verkouteren via AP)]
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[image: This artist sketch depicts Salah Al-Ejaili, foreground with glasses, a former Al-Jazeera journalist, before the U.S. District Court in Alexandria, Va., Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Al-Ejaili, a former detainee at the infamous Abu Ghraib prison, has described to jurors the type of abuse that is reminiscent of the scandal that erupted there 20 years ago: beatings, being stripped naked and threatened with dogs, stress positions meant to induce exhaustion and pain. (Dana Verkouteren via AP)]
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[image: En esta imagen de finales de 2003 a la que The Associated Press tuvo acceso, se ve a un detenido no identificado de pie sobre una caja, con una bolsa sobre la cabeza y con alambres sujetos a su cuerpo, en la prision Abu Ghraib, en Bagdad, Irak. (AP Foto, Archivo)]
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                                        ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) -- A civilian contractor sent to work as an interrogator at Iraq's infamous Abu Ghraib prison resigned within two weeks of his arrival and told his corporate bosses that mistreatment of detainees was likely to continue.
Jurors saw the October 2003 email from Rich Arant, who worked for military contractor CACI, during testimony Wednesday in a lawsuit filed by three Abu Ghraib survivors. The former prisoners are suing CACI, alleging that the Reston-Virginia based company shares responsibility for the mistreatment they endured.
CACI had a contract to supply interrogators to the Army after the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and scrambled to supply the needed personnel. The first CACI interrogators arrived at Abu Ghraib on Sept. 28 of that year. 
Arant sent his resignation letter to CACI on Oct. 14. He informed his bosses about his concerns over the handling of prisoners, including what he described as an unauthorized interview of a female inmate by male interrogators. He wrote that "violations of the well-written rules of engagement will likely continue to occur."

    


CACI senior officials took no action in response to Arant's resignation letter, according to CACI's lawyers. Subsequent investigations showed that horrific abuses of prisoners at Abu Ghraib, including physical and sexual assaults of inmates, continued for months until the Army launched an investigation in January 2004.




Shocking photos of the abuse became public in April 2004, resulting in a worldwide scandal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The trial now going forward in U.S. District Court in Alexandria has been delayed by 15 years of legal wrangling and multiple attempts by CACI to have the case dismissed. It is the first lawsuit brought by Abu Ghraib detainees to be heard by a U.S. jury.
In a 2021 pretrial hearing, U.S. District Judge Leonie Brinkema warned CACI that Arant's email "would be a smoking gun in almost any piece of litigation."

    


"I'm amazed that nobody at CACI would have wanted to follow up on that type of a memo," Brinkema said, according to a transcript of that hearing. "Did anybody probe the Arant e-mail? Did anybody speak with him and find out exactly what it was about Abu Ghraib that was troubling him?"
CACI's lawyers have acknowledged that Arant's resignation did not prompt any type of follow-up. But they have said his email doesn't actually detail any abuses by CACI interrogators, only the misconduct of Army soldiers over which the company had no control.
"That is somebody saying, 'I don't like the way that soldiers are doing interrogations, but CACI people are clean as a whistle here,'" CACI lawyer John O'Connor said at the 2021 hearing.
Subsequent investigations conducted by the Army found that three CACI interrogators -- among dozens who were sent to Abu Ghraib -- had engaged in detainee abuse. The interrogators used unauthorized dogs, humiliated inmates by forcing them to wear women's underwear, forced detainees into stress positions, and directed a military police sergeant to push and twist a nightstick into a detainee's arm, the investigations found. 

    


On Wednesday, jurors heard videotaped testimony from retired Maj. Gen. George Fay, who led one of the investigations.
On cross-examination, CACI lawyers asked Fay whether he could link any of the abuses involving CACI contractors to any of the three plaintiffs in the case. Fay said he could not. Many of the specific instances of abuse outlined in Fay's report were inflicted on Iraqi police officers who were thought to have been involved in smuggling a gun into the prison. None of the plaintiffs were police officers.
CACI has argued that even if the plaintiffs suffered abuse, the company should not be held liable unless there's proof that CACI interrogators were directly involved.
Lawyers for the plaintiffs say that issue is irrelevant, because they argue that CACI's interrogators played a key role in creating the overall abusive environment at Abu Ghraib by encouraging military police to "soften up" detainees for questioning.
The trial has moved quickly, and the plaintiffs rested their case late Wednesday afternoon. The first defense witness was Steven Stefanowicz, one of the three CACI interrogators accused of wrongdoing in Fay's report.

    


Stefanowicz testified, through a recorded video deposition, that his work was closely supervised by the Army and that the Army chain of command approved all of his interrogation plans. He denied some of the specific findings against him in the Fay report. 
Jurors saw heavily redacted interrogation reports that said Army officers had approved the use of dogs and "audio adjustment" -- a euphemism for loud music played at night to induce sleep deprivation -- for one of the detainees assigned to Stefanowicz. But Stefanowicz testified that he never actually used dogs in his interrogations. 
He said that he interacted with only a small number of detainees and that Army supervisors quickly promoted him from screener to interrogator.

    


His description of his limited interaction with detainees conflicts with other trial evidence. In a written trial submission, the U.S. government said that one Army interrogator once found one of his detainees being interrogated by Stefanowicz without authorization and he had to tell Stefanowicz to stop. Some military police soldiers have said in depositions that Stefanowicz was a regular presence at the prison's "hard site" and gave them instructions on how to abuse prisoners.
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Man fleeing cops in western Michigan dies after unmarked cruiser hits him
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                                        KENTWOOD, Mich. (AP) -- A man running from state troopers was struck by an unmarked cruiser Wednesday in western Michigan and later died, police said. 
While officers tried to arrest the man who was wanted on several outstanding felony warrants, he ran on foot away from them and was struck by an unmarked fugitive team vehicle, police said. 
The man was transported to a hospital with serious injuries and later died, state police posted on the social platform X.
The incident occurred around 11:30 a.m. in the city of Kentwood, just southeast of Grand Rapids.
___ This story has been updated to correct the dateline, which is Kentwood, not Kentland.
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Here's why experts don't think cloud seeding played a role in Dubai's downpour

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A man walks along a road barrier among floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The United Arab Emirates attempted to dry out Thursday from the heaviest rain the desert nation has ever recorded, a deluge that flooded out Dubai International Airport and disrupted flights through the world's busiest airfield for international travel. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)]


    

    
        
            
                    A man walks along a road barrier among floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Thursday, April 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike)
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    [image: Vehicles sit abandoned in floodwaters covering a road in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, April 17, 2024. With cloud seeding, it may rain, but it doesn't really pour or flood -- at least nothing like what drenched the United Arab Emirates and paralyzed Dubai. (AP Photo/Jon Gambrell)]
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[image: FILE - Carver Cammans installs cloud seeding equipment Saturday, Dec. 3, 2022, in Lyons, Colo. With cloud seeding, it may rain, but it doesn't really pour or flood. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson, File)]
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                                        With cloud seeding, it may rain, but it doesn't really pour or flood -- at least nothing like what drenched the United Arab Emirates and paralyzed Dubai, meteorologists said.

Cloud seeding, although decades old, is still controversial in the weather community, mostly because it has been hard to prove that it does very much. No one reports the type of flooding that on Tuesday doused the UAE, which often deploys the technology in an attempt to squeeze every drop of moisture from a sky that usually gives less than 4 or 5 inches (10 to 13 centimeters) of rain a year.

"It's most certainly not cloud seeding," said private meteorologist Ryan Maue, former chief scientist at the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. "If that occurred with cloud seeding, they'd have water all the time. You can't create rain out of thin air per se and get 6 inches of water. That's akin to perpetual motion technology."

    



Meteorologists and climate scientists said the extreme rainfall is akin to what the world expects with human-caused climate change, and one way to know for certain that it was not caused by tinkering with clouds is that it was forecast days in advance. Atmospheric science researcher Tomer Burg pointed to computer models that six days earlier forecast several inches of rain -- the typical amount for an entire year in the UAE.

    
        
    

Three low-pressure systems formed a train of storms slowly moving along the jet stream -- the river of air that moves weather systems -- toward the Persian Gulf, said University of Pennsylvania climate scientist Michael Mann. Blaming cloud seeding ignores the forecasts and the cause, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Many of the people pointing to cloud seeding are also climate change deniers who are trying to divert attention from what's really happening, Mann and other scientists said.

"When we talk about heavy rainfall, we need to talk about climate change. Focusing on cloud seeding is misleading," said Imperial College of London climate scientist Friederike Otto, who heads a team that does rapid attribution of weather extremes to see if they were caused by global warming or not. "Rainfall is becoming much heavier around the world as the climate warms because a warmer atmosphere can hold more moisture."


WHAT IS CLOUD SEEDING?

Clouds need tiny water or ice droplets called nuclei to make rain. The weather modification method uses planes and ground-based cannons to shoot particles into clouds making more nucleai, attracting moisture that falls as snow and rain. Usually silver iodide is used, but it can also be dry ice and other materials. The method, first pioneered in the 1940s, became popular in the U.S. West starting in the 1960s, mostly for snow.

    



It can't create water from a clear sky -- particles must be shot into a storm cloud that already holds moisture to get it to fall, or to fall more than it otherwise would naturally.


HOW EFFECTIVE IS IT?

A recent study of aerial seeding found a clear precipitation pattern on a radar that mirrored the seeding and offers evidence the method works. But exactly how effective it is remains unclear, scientists say.

The physics makes sense, but the results have been so small that scientists just can't agree on whether it is fair to say it really works, said Maue and Mann.

Atmospheric forces are so huge and so chaotic that technically cloud seeding "is way too small a scale to create what happened," Maue said. Extra rainfall from cloud seeding would have been minimal, both said.
WHO USES IT?



Despite not knowing its efficacy, governments in drought-stricken regions like the U.S. West and the UAE are often willing to invest in technology like seeding in the hopes of getting even a small amount of water.

Utah estimates cloud seeding helped increase its water supply by 12% in 2018, according to an analysis by the state's Division of Water Resources. The analysis used estimates provided to them by the contractors paid to do the seeding.

Dozens of countries in Asia and the Middle East also use cloud seeding.

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation spent $2.4 million last year on cloud seeding along the overtapped Colorado River. Utah recently increased its seeding budget by tenfold.

    




SO WHAT CAUSED THE DELUGE?



That part of the Middle East doesn't get many storms, but when it does, they are whoppers that dwarf what people in the United States are used to, Maue said. 

Huge tropical storms like this "are not rare events for the Middle East," said University of Reading meteorology professor Suzanne Gray. She cited a recent study analyzing nearly 100 such events over the southern Arabian Peninsula from 2000 to 2020, with most in March and April, including a March 2016 storm that dropped 9.4 inches (almost 24 centimeters) on Dubai in just a few hours.

The 2021 study said "a statistically significant increase in the (whopper storms) duration over southeast Arabian Peninsula has been found, suggesting that such extreme events may be even more impactful in a warming world."

    



While cloud seeding can work around the margins, it doesn't do big things, scientists say. 

"It's maybe a little bit of a human conceit that, yeah, we can control the weather in like a Star Trek sense," Maue, who was appointed to NOAA by then-President Donald Trump, said. "Maybe on long time scales, climate time scales, we're affecting the atmosphere on long time scales. But when it comes to controlling individual rain storms, we are not anywhere close to that. And if we were capable of doing that, I think we would be capable of solving many more difficult problems than creating a rain shower over Dubai."

___

Borenstein reported from Washington, Peterson from Boulder, Colorado.

___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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This ancient snake in India might have been longer than a school bus and weighed a ton

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by researchers in April 2024 shows views of some of the vertebrae of Vasuki indicus, a newly discovered extinct snake from about 47 million years ago, estimated to reach nearly 50 feet (15 meters) long. The scale bar at the center of each row showing rotated views of an individual vertebra indicates 5 centimeters (almost 2 inches). (Sunil Bajpai, Debajit Datta, Poonam Verma via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A ancient giant snake in India might have been longer than a school bus and weighed a ton, researchers reported Thursday.
Fossils found near a coal mine revealed a snake that stretched an estimated 36 feet (11 meters) to 50 feet (15 meters). It's comparable to the largest known snake at about 42 feet (13 meters) that once lived in what is now Colombia.
The largest living snake today is Asia's reticulated python at 33 feet (10 meters).
The newly discovered behemoth lived 47 million years ago in western India's swampy evergreen forests. It could have weighed up to 2,200 pounds (1,000 kilograms), researchers said in the journal Scientific Reports.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They gave it the name Vasuki indicus after "the mythical snake king Vasuki, who wraps around the neck of the Hindu deity Shiva," said Debajit Datta, a study co-author at the Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee. 

    


This monster snake wasn't especially swift to strike. 
"Considering its large size, Vasuki was a slow-moving ambush predator that would subdue its prey through constriction," Datta said in an email.
Fragments of the snake's backbone were discovered in 2005 by co-author Sunil Bajpai, based at the same institute, near Kutch, Gujarat, in western India. The researchers compared more than 20 fossil vertebrae to skeletons of living snakes to estimate size.




While it's not clear exactly what Vasuki ate, other fossils found nearby reveal that the snake lived in swampy areas alongside catfish, turtles, crocodiles and primitive whales, which may have been its prey, Datta said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The other extinct giant snake, Titanoboa, was discovered in Colombia and is estimated to have lived around 60 million years ago.
What these two monster snakes have in common is that they lived during periods of exceptionally warm global climates, said Jason Head, a Cambridge University paleontologist who was not involved in the study.

    


"These snakes are giant cold-blooded animals," he said. "A snake requires higher temperatures" to grow into large sizes.
So does that mean that global warming will bring back monster-sized snakes?
In theory, it's possible. But the climate is now warming too quickly for snakes to evolve again to be giants, he said.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Fernando Tatis Jr. has 50 custom cleats planned this year, including odes to Gwynn, Curry and more

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    San Diego Padres star Fernando Tatis Jr. has 50 custom cleats planned this year, including odes to Tony Gwynn, Stephen Curry and more. 
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    [image: FILE - San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. (23) wears cleats commemorating the Padres's 1980's and 1990's teams during a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs, Monday, April 8, 2024, in San Diego. Tatis plans to unveil 50 pairs of custom cleats this season in conjunction with his branding company, Xample, and Los Angeles-based Shoe Surgeon. The cleats will honor people, events and whatever strikes the 25-year-old Tatis' fancy. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy, File)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr., right, hits a two-run home run as Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Will Smith, left, and home plate Ryan Additon watch during the seventh inning of a baseball game April 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. Tatis Jr. plans to unveil 50 pairs of custom cleats this season.(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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[image: FILE - San Diego Padres outfielder Fernando Tatis Jr. wears cleats in honor of the U.S. military during the team's baseball game against the San Francisco Giants on March 31, 2024, in San Diego. Tatis Jr. plans to unveil 50 pairs of custom cleats this season.(AP Photo/Denis Poroy, File)]
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[image: FILE - San Diego Padres' outfielder Fernando Tatis Jr. (23) wears cleats in memory of former San Diego Padres owner Peter Seidler during an Opening Day baseball game between the San Francisco Giants and the San Diego Padres, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in San Diego. Tatis plans to unveil 50 pairs of custom cleats this season in conjunction with his branding company, Xample, and Los Angeles-based Shoe Surgeon. The cleats will honor people, events and whatever strikes the 25-year-old Tatis' fancy. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy, File)]
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[image: FILE - The cleats of San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. are shown during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the San Francisco Giants in San Francisco, Friday, April 5, 2024. Tatis plans to unveil 50 pairs of custom cleats this season in conjunction with his branding company, Xample, and Los Angeles-based Shoe Surgeon. The cleats will honor people, events and whatever strikes the 25-year-old Tatis' fancy. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)]
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[image: FILE - San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr.'s cleats are seen as Tatis grounds out during the 10th inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers on April 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. Tatis Jr. plans to unveil 50 pairs of custom cleats this season.(AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. wears cleats for Jackie Robinson Day during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers Monday, April 15, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. hirts a single during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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[image: FILE - San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. (23) wears silver Nike cleats during a baseball game against the St. Louis Cardinals, Monday, April 1, 2024, in San Diego. Tatis plans to unveil 50 pairs of custom cleats this season in conjunction with his branding company, Xample, and Los Angeles-based Shoe Surgeon. The cleats will honor people, events and whatever strikes the 25-year-old Tatis' fancy. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy, File)]
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                                        SAN DIEGO (AP) -- Fernando Tatis Jr. had Tony Gwynn with him when he rounded the bases after a dramatic, go-ahead home run against the Chicago Cubs last week.
The San Diego Padres star stutter-stepped into third base with his right cleat, designed with the look of the team's home white pinstriped jerseys from 1998, when Gwynn led the Padres to their most recent World Series.
Tatis' left cleat was in the brown and yellow color scheme from the 1980s. Both cleats had "Mr. Padre" on the back to honor the late Hall of Famer.
Perhaps divine providence led Tatis to unveil those custom cleats on the 20th anniversary of the first Padres game at Petco Park, where a statue of Gwynn stands beyond the center field fence.
Or maybe it's just the swagger and flair that sets Tatis apart from most other ballplayers.
"Definitely the shoes," Tatis said after helping turn an 8-0 deficit into a 9-8 win. "The power came from above. Always grateful. Definitely a little bit inspired today. Just happy I was wearing those shoes today."

    


He's hoping to pull more inspiration from the ground up this season. Tatis plans to unveil 50 pairs of custom cleats in conjunction with his branding company, Xample, and Los Angeles-based Shoe Surgeon. The cleats will honor people, events and whatever strikes the 25-year-old Tatis' fancy.




"It's a crazy idea," Tatis said. "We're definitely having fun with them."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tatis previously had a shoe deal with Adidas, but the company ended that days after MLB suspended him for 80 games for testing positive for performance-enhancing drugs in August 2022. Being a shoe free agent has allowed the dreadlocked Dominican to be creative and use different brands, although he favors Jordan 1 Mid cleats by Nike.
"I think that really made him more expressive in terms of really showing the world who he is," Xample founder and CEO Nick Drbal said. "Never judge a book by its cover or else we'll just write our own book."

    


In 2019, MLB began allowing more colorful cleats. Tatis, along with Bryce Harper and a handful of others, have been at the vanguard of creativity.
Tatis unveiled his first custom pair during a two-game series against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Seoul, South Korea. 
For the home opener, he honored late Padres owner Peter Seidler with cleats that included images of Seidler, who died Nov. 14 at age 63, and palm trees. Seidler stood by Tatis during the PED suspension and was at the star's first game back. Tatis put Seidler's quote, "I believe in him," on the back of the cleats. Tatis plans to give them to Seidler's family.
The next night, Tatis wore " Tatis & Co. " shoes in stylish Tiffany Blue to match the Padres' colorful City Connect uniforms. He homered twice.
A pair called "Platino" honored his 2023 NL Platinum Glove Award and featured the silhouette of Tatis leaping to make a home run-robbing catch last season.
On Military Appreciation Day, he wore cleats made from the camouflage uniform Army veteran Mark Bartlett wore while deployed in Afghanistan and a uniform worn by Navy veteran Jared Kenney, including their name tags. That project came about after Tatis asked fans on Instagram what they'd like to see.

    


A longtime Padres fan, Bartlett, 41, said he was "speechless and emotional" when he found out at game time that Tatis was wearing the cleats. "I was celebrating Easter with my family and I had to go in the garage to let it out. Started bawling when I first set eyes on them."
Raised in a military family, Bartlett applauded Tatis for supporting San Diego's military community. He said his father, a 24-year Navy veteran who died during the pandemic, "would be so proud to see his family name on one of his favorite player's cleats."
Tatis opened a series in San Francisco by wearing a pair of Stephen Curry's Under Armour basketball shoes that had been modified into cleats. The Golden State Warriors superstar personalized them with his favorite Bible verse, "I can do all things."
Curry said he and Tatis connected through a mutual friend.
"It's kind of cool to see him wear it. One of one," said Curry, a four-time NBA champion and two-time MVP. "The love and respect from fellow athletes, guys that are -- how old is he? -- the fact that he felt a certain type of connection to me and my story knowing where he is and the profile he has now, I know his intention is good so that's pretty dope that he wanted to rock them with pride."

    


Tatis honored his father with cleats named "In The Blood" for the opener of a series at Dodger Stadium, where Tatis Sr. hit two grand slams in the same inning on April 23, 1999. 
For Jackie Robinson Day, he wore "Never Let Them Know It" cleats with beautiful laser-etched images of Robinson, who broke baseball's color barrier.
"Every one of them have a different type of value, but I feel they're coming out really nice so far," Tatis said.

    


"When you look good, you play good."
Tatis and Drbal began dabbling with custom cleats last season and decided to go all out this year.
"He is the most swaggy player in baseball. His fashion is unmatched. He's very different in that regard," Drbal said. "I've never really met someone who takes such pride in the details in every part of his life, let alone his wardrobe. He's 100% the right guy for this.
"It's completely collaborative. It's beautiful," said Drbal, who also works with Ronald Acuna Jr., Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and Oneil Cruz on their shoe designs.
___
AP Baseball Writer Janie McCauley in San Francisco contributed to this story.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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Two more black-footed ferrets are cloned, boosting hopes of saving an endangered species

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This photo provided by Revive & Restore shows a cloned black-footed ferret named Noreen, Feb. 19, 2024, at the National Black-Footed Ferret Conservation Center in Carr, Colo. Two more black-footed ferrets, Noreen and Antonia, have been cloned from the genes used for the first endangered species clone in the U.S., bringing to three the number of slinky predators genetically identical to a single animal that was frozen back in the 1980s, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced Wednesday, April 17. (Kika Tuff/Revive & Restore via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    This photo provided by Revive & Restore shows a cloned black-footed ferret named Noreen, Feb. 19, 2024, at the National Black-Footed Ferret Conservation Center in Carr, Colo. Two more black-footed ferrets, Noreen and Antonia, have been cloned from the genes used for the first endangered species clone in the U.S., bringing to three the number of slinky predators genetically identical to a single animal that was frozen back in the 1980s, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced Wednesday, April 17. (Kika Tuff/Revive & Restore via AP)
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                                        CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) -- Two more black-footed ferrets have been cloned from the genes used for the first clone of an endangered species in the U.S., bringing to three the number of slinky predators genetically identical to one of the last such animals found in the wild, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced Wednesday.
Efforts to breed the first clone, a female named Elizabeth Ann born in 2021, have failed, but the recent births of two more cloned females, named Noreen and Antonia, in combination with a captive breeding program launched in the 1980s, is boosting hopes of diversifying the endangered species. Genetic diversity can improve a species' ability to adapt and survive despite disease outbreaks and changing environmental conditions.
Energetic and curious, black-footed ferrets are a nocturnal type of weasel with dark eye markings resembling a robber's mask. Their prey is prairie dogs, and the ferrets hunt the rodents in often vast burrow colonies on the plains.

    


Black-footed ferrets are now a conservation success story -- after being all but wiped out in the wild, thousands of them have been bred in captivity and reintroduced at dozens of sites in the western U.S., Canada and Mexico since the 1990s.




Because they feed exclusively on prairie dogs, they have been victims of farmer and rancher efforts to poison and shoot the land-churning rodents -- so much so that they were thought to be extinct, until a ranch dog named Shep brought a dead one home in western Wyoming in 1981. Conservationists then managed to capture seven more, and establish a breeding program. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But their gene pool is small -- all known black-footed ferrets today are descendants of those seven animals -- so diversifying the species is critically important.
Noreen and Antonia, like Elizabeth Ann, are genetically identical to Willa, one of the original seven. Willa's remains -- frozen back in the 1980s and kept at the San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance's Frozen Zoo -- could help conservation efforts because her genes contain roughly three times more unique variations than are currently found among black-footed ferrets, according to the Fish and Wildlife Service.

    


Elizabeth Ann still lives at the National Black-footed Ferret Conservation Center in Fort Collins, Colorado, but she's been unable to breed, due to a reproductive organ issue that isn't a result of being cloned, the Fish and Wildlife Service said in a statement.
Biologists plan to try to breed Noreen and Antonia after they reach maturity later this year.
The ferrets were born at the ferret conservation center last May. The Fish and Wildlife Service waited almost year to announce the births amid ongoing scientific work, other black-footed ferret breeding efforts and the agency's other priorities, Fish and Wildlife Service spokesman Joe Szuszwalak said by email.
"Science takes time and does not happen instantaneously," Szuszwalak wrote.
Cloning makes a new plant or animal by copying the genes of an existing animal. To clone these three ferrets, the Fish and Wildlife Service worked with zoo and conservation organizations and ViaGen Pets & Equine, a Texas business that clones horses for $85,000 and pet dogs for $50,000.
The company also has cloned a Przewalski's wild horse, a species from Mongolia.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/blackfooted-ferret-clone-endangered-genetic-f129e0e948ddc32a0d22c99767e30bec



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A vehicle backfiring startled a circus elephant into a Montana street. She still performed Tuesday

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A circus elephant named Viola was spooked by the sound of a vehicle backfiring, leading her to break through a fence and take a brief walk, stopping noontime traffic in Butte, Montana before being loaded back into a trailer.


                
                
    
    Photos
                    5
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by Matayah Utrayle-Shaylene Smith shows an escaped elephant crossing the road in Butte, Mont., on Tuesday, April 17, 2024. The sound of a vehicle backfiring spooked a circus elephant while she was getting a pre-show bath leading the pachyderm to break through a fence and take a brief walk, stopping noontime traffic on the city's busiest street before before being loaded back into a trailer. (Matayah Utrayle-Shaylene Smith via AP)]
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[image: This image provided by Olivia LaBeau shows an escaped elephant crossing the road in Butte, Mont., on Tuesday, April 17, 2024. The sound of a vehicle backfiring spooked a circus elephant while she was getting a pre-show bath leading the pachyderm to break through a fence and take a brief walk, stopping noontime traffic on the city's busiest street before before being loaded back into a trailer.(Olivia LaBeau via AP)]
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                                        The sound of a vehicle backfiring spooked a circus elephant while she was getting a pre-show bath in Butte, Montana, leading the pachyderm to break through a fence and take a brief walk, stopping noontime traffic on the city's busiest street before being loaded back into a trailer.
Viola, an Asian elephant with the Jordan World Circus, still participated in two performances Tuesday after her time on the lam in the southwestern Montana city of about 35,000 people that in the late 1800s was the world's largest copper-producing area.
Viola was getting a bath behind the Butte Civic Center just after noon on Tuesday when she was startled, Civic Center manager Bill Melvin said. 
She went through a "kind of rickety" fence and went onto Harrison Avenue, a four-lane street, stopping traffic and causing folks to pull out their cellphones to take photos and video. 

    


Olivia LaBeau, 21, was driving home from a coffee run when the elephant strolled in front of oncoming traffic. One car began backing up, and LeBeau stopped her car as the elephant casually made her way to the other side of the road.
"I kind of had to do a double take," she said. "I thought I was seeing things."




She took a video of the elephant.
"I had to pull out my phone because I think if I told someone they wouldn't have believed me," she said. "It's a very absurd thing to see in Montana."
Viola walked about half a block in the road before turning into the parking lot of a convenience store and casino, Melvin said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Town Pump surveillance cameras caught images from several angles of the elephant walking down the street in front of the building and plodding through the parking lot with a trainer beside her. She then moved to a residential lawn where she started eating some grass. 
People with the circus drove a trailer over with another elephant inside, Melvin said. They "put the ramp down and she walked right back in and that was it."

    


"The other elephant was very happy to see her," Melvin said.
About 10 minutes passed from when she was startled to when she was back in the trailer, he said.
"She come back and she performed last night and everything was good," Melvin said. "I mean the show went on, as they say."
At least two animal rights groups -- People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals and Compassion Works International -- criticized the incident, saying it endangered the elephant and the public and could have been avoided if circuses didn't force animals to perform.
Viola and the Jordan World Circus have performances on Wednesday in the state capital Helena.
___
Dupuy reported from New York City; AP reporter Sarah Brumfield contributed from Silver Spring, Maryland.
___
This story has been corrected to show that the elephant performed on Tuesday, not Monday.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/circus-elephant-escapes-butte-montana-572fdb1eef96a9c63815222788263d0d
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Barcelona to get floating desalination plant to help fight drought in northeastern Spain

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Joan Torrent, 64, walks toward his house carrying two plastic jugs of water refilled at a natural spring in Gualba, about 50 km, (31 miles) northwest of Barcelona, Spain, Wednesday, Jan 31, 2024. Spain's drought-stricken northeastern Catalonia is considering imposing water restrictions on tourists in the driest parts of the region if domestic consumption is not curtailed, the Catalan government said Tuesday April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)]
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Spain's drought-stricken region of Catalonia will install a floating desalination plant to help the city of Barcelona guarantee its drinking water supply, regional authorities said Thursday.
Barcelona already relies on Europe's largest desalination plant for domestic use to compensate over three years of below average rainfall that have led to a historic drought made worse by climate change.
Now Spain's second-largest city will get a temporary second desalination plant in its port later this year.
David Mascort, who heads the regional environmental authority, said the plant is scheduled to start working in October. It will produce the equivalent of 6% of the city's consumption, compared to almost a quarter of the city's water now produced by Barcelona's permanent desalination plant.
Barcelona uses desalination and water purification systems to meet its water needs. The reservoirs that serve 6 million people in central and northern Catalonia, including Barcelona, are at 18% of their capacity. 

    


Despite some relief from spring rains, Catalonia has kept in place restrictions under a water emergency declared in February. Those limitations include a daily limit of 200 liters (about 53 gallons) per person for domestic use, and reductions in average water use by 80% for crop irrigation, 50% for herd animals and 25% for industry.
Mascort said the additional drinking water should help avoid -- or at least push back the need for tighter water restrictions in the fall. He added that the floating desalination plant will make it unnecessary to bring in extra supplies of water by boat as had been initially considered.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/spain-catalonia-barcelona-drought-desalination-climate-c06ed64344f7b94fe30a266c9ea10a65
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Copenhagen fights the last pockets of a fire that destroyed a 400-year-old landmark

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Emergency management work in the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Emergency management work to secure the area after a fire in the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 15 | Emergency management work to secure the area after a fire in the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emergency management work in the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 15 | Emergency management work in the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emergency management work to finish extinguishing the fire and to secure the area in the building of the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Firefighters work on the building after a fire broke out at the Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The fire was reported Tuesday morning in the historic building, which was undergoing renovation. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix)]
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[image: Firefighters work on the building after a fire broke out at the Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The fire was reported Tuesday morning in the historic building, which was undergoing renovation. (Mads Claus Rasmussen/Ritzau Scanpix)]
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[image: Fire rages from the dragon spire of the Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Former Danish Minister of Culture and current CEO of Danish Business, Brian Mikkelsen, left, assists with the evacuation of paintings from the Boersen burning in Copenhagen on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: People react to a fire as the Old Stock Exchange building burns in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: CEO of Danish Business, Brian Mikkelsen, and others carry paintings out of the burning building as the Stock Exchange burns in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | CEO of Danish Business, Brian Mikkelsen, and others carry paintings out of the burning building as the Stock Exchange burns in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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[image: People ride bicycles as smoke rises from the Old Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Emil Nicolai Helms/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | People ride bicycles as smoke rises from the Old Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Emil Nicolai Helms/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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[image: Fire and smoke rise out of the Old Stock Exchange, Boersen, in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. One of Copenhagen's oldest buildings is on fire and its iconic spire has collapsed. The copper roof of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange, or Boersen, that was once Denmark's financial center, was engulfed in flames Tuesday. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Fire and smoke rise out of the Old Stock Exchange, Boersen, in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. One of Copenhagen's oldest buildings is on fire and its iconic spire has collapsed. The copper roof of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange, or Boersen, that was once Denmark's financial center, was engulfed in flames Tuesday. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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[image: The spire collapses as fire and smoke rise out of the Old Stock Exchange, Boersen, in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. One of Copenhagen's oldest buildings is on fire and its iconic spire has collapsed. The building, which is situated next to the Christiansborg Palace where the parliament sits, is a popular tourist attraction. Its distinctive spire, in the shape of the tails of four dragons twined together, reached a height of 56 meters (184 feet). (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | The spire collapses as fire and smoke rise out of the Old Stock Exchange, Boersen, in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. One of Copenhagen's oldest buildings is on fire and its iconic spire has collapsed. The building, which is situated next to the Christiansborg Palace where the parliament sits, is a popular tourist attraction. Its distinctive spire, in the shape of the tails of four dragons twined together, reached a height of 56 meters (184 feet). (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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[image: Firefighters work as smoke rise out of the Old Stock Exchange, Boersen, in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. One of Copenhagen's oldest buildings is on fire and its iconic spire has collapsed. The building, which is situated next to the Christiansborg Palace where the parliament sits, is a popular tourist attraction. Its distinctive spire, in the shape of the tails of four dragons twined together, reached a height of 56 meters (184 feet). (Emil Helms/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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    [image: Emergency management work in the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Emergency management work to secure the area after a fire in the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Emergency management work to finish extinguishing the fire and to secure the area in the building of the former Stock Exchange of Copenhagen, Boersen, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Liselotte Sabroe/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Firefighters work on the building after a fire broke out at the Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The fire was reported Tuesday morning in the historic building, which was undergoing renovation. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix)]
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[image: Firefighters work on the building after a fire broke out at the Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. The fire was reported Tuesday morning in the historic building, which was undergoing renovation. (Mads Claus Rasmussen/Ritzau Scanpix)]
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[image: Fire rages from the dragon spire of the Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Former Danish Minister of Culture and current CEO of Danish Business, Brian Mikkelsen, left, assists with the evacuation of paintings from the Boersen burning in Copenhagen on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: People react to a fire as the Old Stock Exchange building burns in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: CEO of Danish Business, Brian Mikkelsen, and others carry paintings out of the burning building as the Stock Exchange burns in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: People ride bicycles as smoke rises from the Old Stock Exchange in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. A fire raged through one of Copenhagen's oldest buildings on Tuesday, causing the collapse of the iconic spire of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange as passersby rushed to help emergency services save priceless paintings and other valuables. (Emil Nicolai Helms/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Fire and smoke rise out of the Old Stock Exchange, Boersen, in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. One of Copenhagen's oldest buildings is on fire and its iconic spire has collapsed. The copper roof of the 17th-century Old Stock Exchange, or Boersen, that was once Denmark's financial center, was engulfed in flames Tuesday. (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: The spire collapses as fire and smoke rise out of the Old Stock Exchange, Boersen, in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. One of Copenhagen's oldest buildings is on fire and its iconic spire has collapsed. The building, which is situated next to the Christiansborg Palace where the parliament sits, is a popular tourist attraction. Its distinctive spire, in the shape of the tails of four dragons twined together, reached a height of 56 meters (184 feet). (Ida Marie Odgaard/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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[image: Firefighters work as smoke rise out of the Old Stock Exchange, Boersen, in Copenhagen, Denmark, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. One of Copenhagen's oldest buildings is on fire and its iconic spire has collapsed. The building, which is situated next to the Christiansborg Palace where the parliament sits, is a popular tourist attraction. Its distinctive spire, in the shape of the tails of four dragons twined together, reached a height of 56 meters (184 feet). (Emil Helms/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)]
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Danish firefighters toiled Wednesday to extinguish the last pockets of a fire that gutted Copenhagen's 400-year-old stock exchange building the previous day, as owners of the structure looked ahead to rebuilding the iconic landmark.
Tuesday's blaze, which destroyed half of the building and toppled its dragon-tail spire, was believed to have started on the roof during renovations, but the cause remained unclear and police had yet to enter the burned part of the building to investigate.
No injuries were reported despite a hectic scramble in the first hour of the fire to remove valuables, with citizen volunteers helping officials and firefighters in an effort that managed to salvage much of the building's priceless artwork.
"This is sad, so sad," 44-year-old civil servant Mikkel Jensen said Wednesday as he looked up at twisted scaffolding still clinging to the ruins of the Old Stock Exchange.

    


The building, which dates from 1615 and is named the Boersen in Danish, is known for its green copper roof and distinctive 56-meter (184-foot) spire in the shape of four intertwined dragon tails. 




Morten Langager, manager of the Danish Chamber of Commerce, which was headquartered in the Old Stock Exchange and owned the building, said it should "rise again." His boss, chamber head Brian Mikkelsen, said the building will be rebuilt "no matter what" and that the board backed the idea.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The building was undergoing extensive renovations, and there are detailed records of the entire structure's architecture, including photographs taken just last week of the dragon spire by the National Museum in Copenhagen. 
However, no decision has yet been made about who will reconstruct the building, a project which would cost millions, if not billions of kroner (dollars). A cautious estimate said it could take up to 10 years. 
Many in Denmark compared Tuesday's fire to the April 2019 blaze at Notre Dame that destroyed the spire of the 800-year-old cathedral. Its restoration is slated for completion this year. 

    


The extent of the damage, caused by flames and the tons of water poured to extinguish them, was still unknown.
"A lot has disappeared in the fire," said Tim Ole Simonsen of the Greater Copenhagen Fire Department, which was working to secure remaining outer walls. Up to 40 shipping containers, filled with concrete, will be put around them to stabilize them, the fire department said.
That work will continue through the night. "The work is extensive and requires a large amount of equipment," the fire department said in a statement.
Police hadn't yet been able to enter the burned part of the building to begin investigating the cause of the fire, said Brian Belling, a Copenhagen police officer in charge of the investigation. 
"It can take a long time to find the cause of a fire," Belling said. 
When the fire engulfed the building on Tuesday, passers-by, Chamber of Commerce staff, police officers and members of an army unit that had been sent to help raced inside the building to save its treasures.

    


Mikkelsen, who was one of the employees who ran in, told public broadcaster DR that the building had made a plan for what to save in a "worst case" scenario. When it became too dangerous for people to go up to the first floor, firefighters with breathing gear were sent in to retrieve priceless items, he said, adding that many of the building's most valuable contents, which included irreplaceable paintings and other works of art, had been saved.
Among items saved was the huge 1895 painting "From Copenhagen Stock Exchange" by Danish artist P.S. Kroyer, the Chamber of Commerce said.
About an hour after the first reports of the fire on Tuesday, the blaze engulfed the spire and sent it crashing onto the building, which was shrouded by scaffolding, and onto the street behind.
The fire sent huge billows of smoke over downtown Copenhagen, and many government offices located nearby remained closed Wednesday because of a strong smell of smoke in the buildings. Employees were told to work from home.

    


The buildings must be cleaned and their ventilation checked before government ministry staff can return, said Rasmus Brandt Lassen, head of the Danish Building and Property Agency.
"We have told them that they should expect to work at home for the rest of the week," Brandt Lassen said.
The exchange is considered a leading example of the Dutch Renaissance style in Denmark. The Chamber of Commerce moved into the building after Copenhagen's stock exchange left in 1974.
Its dragon spire was one of the many of topping the city's churches and castles, which have earned Copenhagen its nickname as "the city of spires." Other copper-covered belfries include the serpentine spire of Our Savior's Church, those of the Renaissance Rosenborg Castle downtown, and the tower of the Christiansborg Palace which houses the Danish parliament.
A main road running past the Old Stock Exchange remained closed Wednesday.
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UK police say they disrupted cyber fraud network that stole personal data from thousands
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A website that allowed international cyber fraudsters to trick up to 70,000 British victims into revealing personal information such as bank account details and passwords has been infiltrated and disrupted, London police said Thursday.
Metropolitan Police said they seized the LabHost site, which enabled more than 2,000 criminals to create phishing sites that got victims to reveal 480,000 bank card numbers and 64,000 PIN numbers. 
Law enforcement in the U.K. and abroad arrested 37 people since Sunday, and another 800 were warned that police know their identity. Many of them remain under investigation.
The site set up in 2021 allowed criminals to pay a monthly fee to create fraudulent websites that appeared to be those of legitimate banks, healthcare agencies or postal services but were designed to steal users' personal information. 

    


The site provided templates and a how-to lesson for less tech-savvy users to use profiles of 170 companies to set up some 40,000 scam sites. 
The tutorial ended with a robotic voice saying: "Stay safe and good spamming."
Police have notified as many as 25,000 U.K. victims that their data was compromised.
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European Union questions TikTok on new app that pays users for watching

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The TikTok logo is seen on a mobile phone in front of a computer screen which displays the TikTok home screen, Saturday, March 18, 2023, in Boston. European Union regulators said Wednesday, April 17, 2024, they're seeking details from TikTok on a new app from the video sharing platform that pays users to watch videos. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- European Union regulators said Wednesday they're seeking details from TikTok on a new app from the video sharing platform that pays users to watch videos. 
The European Commission said it sent TikTok a "request for information" on the TikTok Lite app that has been quietly released in France and Spain. 
The commission wants to know about the risk assessment that TikTok should have carried out before deploying the app in the European Union. 
"We have already been in direct contact with the Commission regarding this product and will respond to the request for information," TikTok said in a statement. 
Such evaluations are required under the bloc's Digital Services Act, a sweeping law that took effect last year with the aim of cleaning up social media platforms. The commission is the 27-nation bloc's executive arm and top enforcer of digital regulations. 

    


TikTok Lite lets users "earn great rewards," according to its app store listing. The app, which launched this month in France and Spain, is a slimmed-down version of the main TikTok app and doesn't come with ecommerce or livestreaming features.




The commission said the app lets users earn points by doing things like watching videos, liking content and following content creators. The points can be exchanged for rewards including Amazon vouchers and gift cards on PayPal. 
TikTok said rewards are restricted to users 18 years and older, who have to verify their age. Users can watch up to one hour a day of videos to earn rewards, which are capped at the equivalent of one euro ($1.06) a day, it said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

TikTok has 24 hours to turn over the risk assessment. The commission is interested in what it says about the app's potential impact on the protection of minors, "as well as on the mental health of users, in particular in relation to the potential stimulation of addictive behaviour." 
It's also seeking other information on the measures TikTok has put in place to mitigate such "systemic risks," which the company has until April 26 to provide.
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Amazon removed Just Walk Out from many of its own stores but wants to sell the system to others

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An Amazon Fresh grocery store is seen, Feb. 4, 2022, in Warrington, Pa. Amazon is removing Just Walk Out technology from its Amazon Fresh stores as part of an effort to revamp the grocery chain. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Amazon wants the public and - especially other businesses - to know it's not giving up on its Just Walk Out technology. 
Although the company is ditching the cashier-less checkout system at its Amazon Fresh grocery stores, it plans to sell the technology to more than 120 third-party businesses by the end of the year. Reaching that goal would double the number of non-Amazon enterprises that use Just Walk Out compared to last year. 
"For us, really making sure that we can service that third-party market is the most important thing," Jon Jenkins, the vice president of Just Walk Out at Amazon, said in an interview. "We've definitely been reassuring people that we are in this for the long haul." 
Just Walk Out uses cameras, artificial intelligence and sensor trackers to determine what's taken off of shelves, enabling customers to grab what they want and leave if they insert a credit card or another payment method at a store's entry gate. 

    


The retailer first began offering the technology to other businesses - such as sports stadiums - in 2020, two years after it started using it at Amazon Go convenience stores. Those stores and some Amazon Fresh stores in the U.K. will continue to offer Just Walk Out. But the technology will be replaced with smart carts at Fresh stores in the U.S., Amazon announced this month. 




Smart carts, which are already available in some Amazon Fresh locations, use sensors to identify items placed inside and have screens that allow customers to see nearby deals as well as how much their groceries will cost. Customers can skip the checkout line by scanning and tallying up items on its cameras.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The change comes as Amazon is working to revamp its Fresh stores with a mix of technology and traditional grocery offerings that will help it attract more customers. The company's grocery store brands include Amazon Fresh and Amazon Go, as well as supermarket chain Whole Foods, which it purchased in 2017 for $13.7 billion. 

    


But Amazon's efforts to become a giant in the U.S. grocery market hasn't been easy. Early last year, CEO Andy Jassy wrote in his annual letter to shareholders that the company was working to find the formula that would allow it to make a larger impact in brick-and-mortar grocery stores.
Jenkins argued that removing Just Walk Out from U.S. Amazon Fresh stores did not reflect a miscalculation by the company. Instead, he described the decision as an outgrowth of an experimentation process to figure out what does and doesn't work for shoppers.
"What we found is customers in big grocery stores want a shopping assistant to travel along with them," he said. Meanwhile, "shoppers in smaller store formats tend to be very mission driven. They want to get in and out quickly, with as little friction as possible."
Abandoning the technology in many of its own stores could make it challenging for Amazon to sell Just Walk Out to other businesses. But some experts think the move also could expand adoption among smaller-format stores and locations akin to Amazon Go stores. 

    


John Clear, a senior director at the professional services firm Alvarez & Marsal, says he believes cashier-less technology is going to become more common in grab-and-go shopping areas where human interaction tends to be limited, labor is hard to come by and businesses are almost always attempting to cut down on costs.
"We're seeing a natural evolution of the technology, kind of expanding where it's working" and drawing back where it's not, Clear said. 
In its attempt to sell its technology to other businesses, Amazon is also trying to counter some recent viral social media posts that claimed the checkout system was not a technological marvel but was instead powered by contractors in India who manually added up items in carts as customers shopped. 
Business publication The Information and news website Vox reported in the past that Amazon used human reviewers for the technology, which the company has acknowledged. Jenkins said the company hires associates who take some video clips and label them so they can be used to train the machine learning system. 

    


But the notion "people in India are watching you shop live in a store and figuring out what you bought is completely inaccurate," he said. 
In some cases, when the system was not able to figure out what happened in a store, a human watches a snippet of video to make sure the receipt a customer received was accurate, Jenkins added. Such reviews happen in a "small minority" of cases, he said, declining to give an estimate. 
Jenkins also declined to share how many people the company has hired to review and label videos. However, he said it was less than the 1,000 figure cited in media reports. 
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Shares of Walmart-backed Ibotta soar 23% on public debut
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Shares of Ibotta, a Walmart-backed digital company that offers customers cash-back rewards and rebates on grocery brands ranging from Nestle to Coca-Cola, rose 23% in its Wall Street debut on the New York Stock Exchange.
The stock, which trades under the ticker "IBTA," opened Thursday at $107.10, above the $88 offering price and outside of the originally expected pricing range of $76 and $84 per share
The Denver company, founded by lawyer Bryan Leach in 2011, works with more than 850 different clients and represents 2,400 consumer packaged brands, according to its prospectus filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. Walmart, Family Dollar, Kroger and other major retailers use Ibotta's artificial intelligence-enabled software, which delivers promotions that match customers' purchasing behavior.
Ibotta said it only gets paid when a customer sees a company's promotion and it results in a sale. Those customers get cash back every time they buy something in a participating brand's store or on their app, with the money deposited in their bank account or applied to a gift card. Ibotta said in its filing that it's given more than $1.8 billion back to customers since 2012.
Ibotta reported net income of $38 million on sales of $320 million last year. That compared with a net loss of $55 million on revenue of $211 million in 2022, according to the prospectus.
Walmart is listed among the company's stockholders with a 5% or greater share, according to Ibotta's filing. 
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Nokia sees double-digit fall in January-March sales as weak market for 5G technology prevails
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                                        HELSINKI (AP) -- Wireless and fixed-network equipment maker Nokia on Thursday reported a smaller-than-expected profit and a double-digit fall in sales in the first quarter due to a market weakened by a lack of clients investing in 5G technology.
 The Espoo, Finland-based company reported a net profit of 501 million euros ($535 million) for the January-March period, up 46% from 342 million euros a year earlier. The figure was still lower than analysts had expected.
One-off gains from Nokia's licensing business contributed to the profit. 
Net income attributable to shareholders was 497 million euros, up from from 332 million euros a year earlier. Nokia's sales were down 20% at 4.7 billion euros.
The ongoing weakness in the telecom equipment market, where operators are cutting back on investments into 5G and other technology because of economic uncertainty and high financing costs, prevailed in the first quarter "as expected," Nokia's CEO Pekka Lundmark said.

    


"However, we have seen continued improvement in order intake, meaning we remain confident in a stronger second half and achieving our full-year outlook," Lundmark said in a statement.




Nokia is one of the world's main suppliers of 5G, the latest generation of broadband technology, along with Sweden's Ericsson, China's Huawei and South Korea's Samsung. Earlier this week, Nordic rival Ericsson reported on similar market difficulties, with a major drop in sales in the first quarter.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"While we are conscious of the broader economic environment, considering the on-going order intake strength, we expect Network Infrastructure will return to net sales growth for full year 2024 with a stronger second-half performance," Lundmark said, referring to the situation at Nokia's biggest business unit by sales.
He said the mobile network unit, Nokia's second biggest business entity, was impacted by particularly low levels of spending in 5G technology in North America and India during the first quarter.
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Uber is helping investigators look into account that sent driver to Ohio home where she was killed

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this image taken from Uber dashcam video released by the Clark County, Ohio, Sheriff's Office, William Brock, right, holds a weapon to Uber driver Loletha Hall outside his home in South Charleston, Ohio, on March 25, 2024. Brock, 81, who authorities say fatally shot Hall who he thought was trying to rob him after scam phone calls deceived them both, was indicted on a murder charge, Monday, April 15, 2024, by a Clark County grand jury. Hall had no knowledge of the calls made to Brock, authorities said. (Clark County Sheriff's Office via AP)]
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[image: This booking photo released by the Clark County, Ohio, Sheriff's Office, shows William Brock, an Ohio man who authorities say fatally shot an Uber driver who he thought was trying to rob him after scam phone calls deceived them both. Brock, 81, is charged with murder, felonious assault and kidnapping in the March 25, 2024, shooting death of Uber driver Loletha Hall. (Clark County Sheriff's Office via AP)]
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[image: This booking photo released by the Clark County, Ohio, Sheriff's Office, shows William Brock, an Ohio man who authorities say fatally shot an Uber driver who he thought was trying to rob him after scam phone calls deceived them both. Brock, 81, is charged with murder, felonious assault and kidnapping in the March 25, 2024, shooting death of Uber driver Loletha Hall. (Clark County Sheriff's Office via AP)]
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                                        Uber is helping investigators look into an account that sent a driver to the Ohio home where an 81-year-old man allegedly shot the woman to death because he erroneously believed she was part of a scam that targeted him, the ride-hailing company said Wednesday.
The March 25 shooting death of Loletha Hall is "a horrific tragedy," and that account has since been banned, an Uber spokesperson wrote in an emailed statement. "Our hearts continue to be with Loletha's loved ones as they grieve."
William J. Brock was indicted Monday on charges of murder, felonious assault and kidnapping for Hall's death. Messages seeking comment were left Wednesday for him and for his lawyer, Paul Kavanagh of Springfield, Ohio.
The grand jury also said that a gun seized from Brock's home, a .22-caliber revolver, is subject to forfeiture. Brock has pleaded not guilty. 

    


Police said Brock called 911 before noon to say he had shot someone at his South Charleston home, claiming Hall had tried to rob him. Investigators later said the driver was unaware of the scam call that Brock had received with threats and demands for money, citing an incarcerated relative.




Hall "made no threats or assaults toward Mr. Brock, and made no demands, other than to ask about the package she was sent to retrieve through the Uber app," the Clark County Sheriff's Office wrote in an April 11 release. The police agency said Brock "produced a gun and held her at gunpoint, making demands for identities of the subjects he had spoken with on the phone." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's not clear exactly what the phone callers said to Brock, but the sheriff's office news release included a reminder, particularly to older people, that law enforcement and courts do not solicit cash for bail money "in the manner of this case."
"We encourage all citizens to use extreme caution when being contacted unexpectedly by subjects claiming to be relatives incarcerated in a correctional facility, or claiming to have direct knowledge of relatives incarcerated in a correctional facility," the sheriff's office warned.

    


The FBI in January issued an alert regarding government impersonation scams that send couriers to the homes of their targets -- often older people -- to collect money, or have them purchase gold and other precious metals. The FBI said its Internet Crime Complaint Center recorded that such activity had resulted in losses of more than $55 million in the last eight months of 2023.
A 2021 survey of older adults in the Chicago area found that when people were told by a fictitious government agency their personal information was compromised, those with low awareness of scams were particularly vulnerable. 
Police have said the Hall's Uber trip to pick up a package was ordered by the same person who made scam calls to Brock, or by an accomplice. 
Brock is accused of taking Hall's cellphone and not letting her leave, then shooting her to death when she tried to get into her vehicle. The sheriff's office said it is investigating "the original scam call to Mr. Brock by the male subject" and the package delivery order through the app. 

    


Brock shot Hall two more times, sustaining a minor head injury himself during the confrontation, and then called 911, police said. Hall, a Columbus resident who police said was not armed, later died at a hospital.
He posted $200,000 bail and was released from the Clark County Jail on Wednesday. FBI spokesperson Todd Lindgren with the agency's Cincinnati office said it was aware of the murder but declined to confirm or deny whether it was involved in the case.
In an obituary in which her name was given as Lo-Letha "Letha" Toland-Hall, Hall was described as the parent of a son and a stepson, a devoted member of her church and a talented cook known for delicious pound cakes. She retired from Ohio's Regional Income Tax Agency and also worked in behavioral health, at a school and for Uber. She studied horticulture at Ohio State and started a janitorial business.
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Booming cold drink sales mean more plastic waste. So Starbucks redesigned its cups
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                                        Booming sales of cold drinks at Starbucks have created a problem: growing amounts of plastic waste from the single-use cups that Frappuccinos, Refreshers, cold brews and other iced drinks are served in.
The coffee giant said Thursday it plans to alleviate some of that waste with new disposable cups that contain up to 20% less plastic. The cups are set to be rolled out to stores in the U.S. and Canada starting this month.
Amelia Landers, Starbucks' vice president of product innovation, said the Seattle-based company spent the last four years developing the new containers. Engineers tested thousands of iterations to see how much plastic they could remove while still making the cup feel sturdy.
"We feel like it's industry-leading," Landers said. "It's the best expression of a cold plastic cup."
Starbucks says Frappuccinos and other cold drinks now account for 75% of its U.S. beverage sales, up from 37% in 2013. The company estimates the new cups will keep more than 13.5 million pounds of plastic out of landfills each year. Producing the tumblers also requires less water and creates fewer carbon emissions, a leading cause of climate change, it said. 

    


Starbucks made other changes as part of the redesign. The new cold cups feature raised dots near the bottom, so baristas - including those with impaired vision - can quickly feel with the swipe of a thumb which size cup they're holding. And the 12-ounce cup -- that's the "tall" size in Starbucks lingo -- is shorter and wider to accommodate the same-size lid as larger cups. 




Landers said the new cups are part of a sustained sustainability push at Starbucks. The company adopted strawless lids in 2019. Last year, it said it would accept customer-provided cups for drive-thru and mobile orders in the U.S. and Canada.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The company plans to roll out a reusable cup program at thousands of stores in Europe, the Middle East and Africa by next year. Under the program, customers will pay a small deposit when they buy a hot or cold drink in a specially designed cup that can be used up to 30 times. They will get the deposit back when they return the cup to a store. 

    


Starbucks also has tested U.S. reusable cup programs in California, Arizona and Colorado.
"Every market has their own challenges, their own requirements and customer behavior. Some are more prime for reusables, some are less prime for reusables," Landers said. "There is no one silver bullet to a sustainable cup."
Longer term, Starbucks has said it wants all of its packaging to be reusable, recyclable or compostable by 2030. The reduced-plastic cup making its debut is a small step toward that goal: even though the cup is recyclable, it still was designed for one-time use, Landers said. 
The company will continue to explore ways to make single-use cups more sustainable, she said.
"I think we will never take our foot off the gas, evaluating new ways and new methods and new technologies to go further," she said. "We're not done."
Starbucks isn't the only company rethinking plastic packaging. In some markets, McDonald's has introduced McFlurry cups without plastic lids, and salad boxes and cutlery made from renewable fiber. Late last year, Coca-Cola said it had developed a bottle made entirely from plant-based sources. Coke produced a limited-run of 900 bottles to show that the technology can be commercially scaled.
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Earth Day: How a senator's idea more than 50 years ago got people fighting for their planet

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Climate activists hold a rally to protest the use of fossil fuels on Earth Day at Freedom Plaza, April 22, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: FILE - Activists display prints replicating solar panels during a rally to mark Earth Day at Lafayette Square, Washington, April 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Gemunu Amarasinghe, File)]
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                                        Millions of people around the world will pause on Monday, at least for a moment, to mark Earth Day. It's an annual event founded by people who hoped to stir activism to clean up and preserve a planet that is now home to some 8 billion humans and assorted trillions of other organisms.

Here are answers to some common questions about Earth Day and how it came to be:
WHY DO WE CELEBRATE EARTH DAY?



Earth Day has its roots in growing concern over pollution in the 1960s, when author Rachel Carson's 1962 book "Silent Spring," about the pesticide DDT and its damaging effects on the food chain, hit bestseller lists and raised awareness about nature's delicate balance.

But it was a senator from Wisconsin, Democrat Gaylord Nelson, who had the idea that would become Earth Day. Nelson had long been concerned about the environment when a massive offshore oil spill sent millions of gallons onto the southern California coast in 1969. Nelson, after touring the spill site, had the idea of doing a national "teach-in" on the environment, similar to teach-ins being held on some college campuses at the time to oppose the war in Vietnam.

    



Nelson and others, including activist Denis Hayes, worked to expand the idea beyond college campuses, with events all around the country, and came up with the Earth Day name. 






WHY WAS APRIL 22 CHOSEN FOR EARTH DAY?

A history of the movement by EarthDay.org, where Hayes remains board chair emeritus, says the date of the first Earth Day -- April 22, 1970 -- was chosen because it fell on a weekday between spring break and final exams and the aim was to attract as many students as possible.
IS EARTH DAY A REAL HOLIDAY?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


It's not a federal holiday. But many groups use the day to put together volunteer events with the environment in mind, such as cleanups of natural areas. You can see a list of events worldwide, or register your own event, at EarthDay.org.


HAS IT HAD AN IMPACT?



It has. The overwhelming public response to the first Earth Day is credited with adding pressure for the U.S. Congress to do more to address pollution, and it did, passing landmark legislation including the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act. More broadly, it's seen as the birth of the modern environmental movement. In later years, Earth Day expanded to become a truly global event. It now claims to have motivated action in more than 192 countries.

    



In 2000, Earth Day began taking aim at climate change, a problem that has grown rapidly more urgent in recent years.
WHAT'S THE THEME THIS YEAR?



This year's Earth Day is focusing on the threat that plastics pose to our environment, with a call to end all single-use plastic and find replacements for their use so they can quickly be phased down.

___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Edmunds: Avoid these 3 mistakes when buying a used car sight unseen

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Used models are shown a Mini dealership on July 21, 2023, in Highlands Ranch, Colo. The average used car price is up 16% from three years ago. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Used models are shown a Mini dealership on July 21, 2023, in Highlands Ranch, Colo. The average used car price is up 16% from three years ago. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                By JOSH JACQUOT

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        It's easier than ever before to buy a used vehicle online. Unfortunately, that also means it's easier than ever before to make a purchase you might later regret. 
Buying a vehicle online and sight unseen allows you to potentially shop the nation's entire inventory of cars rather than what just happens to be sitting around at your local dealership. That's a big advantage whether you want something very specific or simply the best price or the lowest miles.
Many shoppers, though, forget the basics when shopping online. Edmunds ' car experts examine the three common mistakes people make when buying a car online and explain what you can do to avoid them. 
RUSHING INTO A PURCHASE
Most auto retailers are invested in the business and they do their due diligence to protect you and themselves throughout their buying, reconditioning and selling process. But that doesn't mean a vehicle will be perfect. Rushing into a purchase without conducting thorough research or seeking expert advice increases the likelihood you'll regret your decision. 

    


Make sure to get a vehicle history report from a reputable third party like Carfax or Experian. Many dealerships offer these reports for free in the car listing. You'll likely need to purchase the report on your own if you're buying from a private seller or an auction site. Spend time reviewing the report. Accidents and repairs in a car's history are rarely obvious in photos, even if they've been poorly repaired. 




Talk to the seller directly before purchasing. Ask the seller for more pictures of interior scuffs, door dings and scratches. A video call that includes a walk-around of the car is a great idea as well. Ask that the car be in a well-lit area and ask to be shown specific aspects of the vehicle that are of interest to you. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Think carefully about the seller's reputation. If it's a dealership, make sure to carefully read its recent online reviews. More importantly, is the seller willing to help you be comfortable with the transaction? Take your time to gather information, compare options, and make an informed choice. 

    


NOT READING THE FINE PRINT
Certain online auction sites offer a detailed description of the vehicle for sale that's intended to reveal specific flaws and defects. But most car listings from dealers or resellers are templated and only reveal features, specifications, price and mileage. In those cases, due diligence is crucial.
However, in the absence of a detailed description, many resellers and some dealers offer a return policy designed to bring security to the transaction. Understanding the terms of this policy, which is usually between one week and one month long, will help you make an informed decision about a long-distance purchase. Shipping fees are almost always nonrefundable.
Some resellers and some dealers will offer a very limited warranty with their cars. Most are for several months or several thousand miles. But it's worth reading the exclusions sections of these warranties carefully. You may need to ask for the specific warranty terms if they're not made available in the listing. And then you'll need to judge how much protection against future costs those terms provide for you.

    


NOT DOING A PREPURCHASE INSPECTION
In instances in which a car has been in a prior accident, some large resellers will recommend an inspection by a third party in their vehicle history report. Take that seriously and be prepared to part with $150 to $400 to have the car inspected. More costly prepurchase inspections should involve tests on the engine that will give you a picture of its health and likely durability. Less costly inspections will still have someone under the car doing all the things that many sellers have already done - looking for leaks, inspecting axles and tires, and giving the car a good once-over.
Paying for an inspection increases the chances of discovering problems like underbody rust that will rarely be obvious in standard photos. Cars from northern states might look great in superficial photos, but even a few years on icy roads treated with salt will cause surface corrosion on suspension and underbody components. That's worth knowing about before you write a check.

    


EDMUNDS SAYS 
In the end, sellers should respect a buyer who's serious, prepared and diligent whether in person or thousands of miles away. Taking your time, knowing as much as possible about the car, and understanding the terms of the sale will ultimately make your car buying and ownership experience a good one.
____
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Josh Jacquot is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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Sweden's parliament passes a law to make it easier for young people to legally change their gender

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A view of the Swedish Parliament as lawmakers vote on the new gender identity law, in Stockholm, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The Swedish parliament passed a law Wednesday lowering the age required for people to legally change their gender from 18 to 16. Young people under 18 will still need approval from a guardian, a doctor, and the National Board of Health and Welfare. The government of Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson has been split on the issue.(Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)]
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- The Swedish parliament passed a law Wednesday lowering the age required for people to legally change their gender from 18 to 16. Those under 18 still need approval from a guardian, a doctor and the National Board of Health and Welfare.
No longer required is a gender dysphoria diagnosis, defined by medical professionals as psychological distress experienced by those whose gender expression does not match their gender identity.
Sweden joins a number of countries with similar laws including Denmark, Norway, Finland and Spain.
The vote in Sweden passed 234-94 with 21 lawmakers absent, following a debate that lasted for nearly six hours.
Sweden Democrats, the populist party with far-right roots that supports the government in parliament but is not part of the government, opposed the law.
Jimmie Akesson, leader of the Sweden Democrats, told reporters it was "deplorable that a proposal that clearly lacks the support of the population is so lightly voted through."

    


But Johan Hultberg with the Moderates of Sweden's conservative prime minister, Ulf Kristersson, called the outcome "gratifying." Hultberg called it "a cautious but important reform for a vulnerable group. I'm glad we're done with it."




Kristersson's center-right coalition had been split on the issue, with the Moderates and the Liberals largely supporting the law while the small Christian Democrats were against it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Peter Sidlund Ponkala, chairman of the Swedish Federation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Intersex Rights, known by its Swedish acronym RFSL, called the law's passage "a step in the right direction" and "a recognition for everyone who has been waiting for decades for a new law."
Elias Fjellander, chairman of the organization's youth branch, said it would make life better for its members. "Going forward, we are pushing to strengthen gender-affirming care, to introduce a third legal gender and to ban conversion attempts," Fjellander said in a statement.

    


Last Friday, German lawmakers approved similar legislation, making it easier for transgender, intersex and nonbinary people to change their name and gender in official records directly at registry offices.
In the U.K., the Scottish parliament in 2022 passed a bill allowing people aged 16 or older to change their gender designation on identity documents by self-declaration. It was vetoed by the British government, a decision that Scotland's highest civil court upheld in December. The legislation set Scotland apart from the rest of the U.K., where the minimum age is 18 and a medical diagnosis is required.
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9 are facing charges in what police in Canada say is the biggest gold theft in the country's history

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police said nine people are facing charges in what authorities are calling the biggest gold theft in Canadian history from Toronto's Pearson International airport a year ago.
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    [image: Police officers open the back of a recovered truck during a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Chief Nishan Duraiappah, left to right, Detective Sergeant Mike Mavity, Peel Regional Police Det. Gord Oakes and ATF Special Agent in Charge, Eric DeGree pose in front of a recovered truck during a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Peel Police Detective Sergeant Mike Mavity speaks to the media at a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Peel Police Board Chair Nando Iannicca speaks to the media at a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Investigators stand during a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Investigators stand during a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: ATF Special Agent in Charge, Eric DeGree, speaks to the media at a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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ATF Special Agent in Charge, Eric DeGree, speaks to the media at a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: A truck used to transport stolen gold is displayed at a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: A truck used to transport stolen gold is displayed at a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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A truck used to transport stolen gold is displayed at a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)
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[image: A truck used to transport stolen gold is displayed at a press conference regarding Project 24K a joint investigation into the theft of gold from Pearson International Airport, in Brampton, Ontario, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (Arlyn McAdorey/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Police said nine people are facing charges in what authorities are calling the biggest gold theft in Canadian history from Toronto's Pearson International airport a year ago.
Peel Regional Police said Wednesday that 6,600 gold bars worth more than 20 million Canadian dollars ($14.5 million), and CA$2.5 million ($1.8 million) in foreign currencies were stolen. The gold was melted down and used to purchase illegal firearms, police said.
Those charged include an Air Canada warehouse employee and a former Air Canada manager who gave police a tour of cargo of the facility after the theft. A jewelry store owner is also charged. 
"This story is a sensational one and which probably, we jokingly say, belongs in a Netflix series," Peel Regional Chief Nishan Duraiappah said.
Peel Regional Detective Sgt. Mike Mavity said the gold bars, weighing 419 kilograms (923 pounds), and foreign currency, ordered from a refinery in Zurich, Switzerland, were transported in the haul of an Air Canada flight on April 17 last year. 

    


He said that late afternoon a truck driver arrived at the airline's cargo warehouse with a fraudulent bill that was provided to an airline warehouse attendant.
Mavity said a bill for seafood that was picked up the day before was used to pick up the gold. The duplicate bill was printed off at the Air Canada warehouse, he said. 
"They needed people within Air Canada to facilitate this theft," Mavity said in front of the truck police say was used in the theft. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mavity said police are searching for the Air Canada manager who gave police a tour of the facility in the days after the theft. He said that manager left his job last summer and said they have an idea of where he is.




Mavity said some of the suspects were known to police and some were not. He said they seized six crudely made bracelets made of gold.
"I don't think I ever imagined they would have to deal with the largest gold heist in Canadian history," said Patrick Brown, the mayor of Brampton, Ontario. "It's almost out of an 'Ocean's Eleven' movie or CSI."

    


Air Canada employee Parmpal Sidhu, 54, from Brampton, Ontario, jewelry store owner Ali Raza, 37, from Toronto, Amit Jalota, 40, a Oakville, Ontario resident, Ammad Chaudhary, 43, from Georgetown, Ontario and Prasath Paramalingam, 35, from Brampton are among those that have been arrested. Mavity said they have been released on bail conditions and will be in court at a later date. 
Mavity said the truck driver that allegedly picked up the gold, Durante King-Mclean, a 25-year-old from Brampton, is currently in custody in the U.S. on firearms and trafficking related charges. 
Police are searching for former Air Canada manager Simran Preet Panesar, 31, from Brampton as well as Archit Grover, 36, from Brampton and Arsalan Chaudhary, 42, from Mississauga Ontario. 
Peel Regional Deputy Chief Nick Milinovich said only CA$90,000 ($65,000) of the more than CA$20 million has been recovered. 
U.S. ATF Special Agent, Eric DeGree, said King-Mclean, was arrested in Pennsylvania after a traffic stop and that led to the seizure of 65 illegal firearms that were allegedly destined to be smuggled into Canada. DeGree said he tried to flee after police discovered the firearms in his rental car. 

    


Brinks, an American cash handling company, arrived at the airport cargo facility the night of April 17 to pick up the gold and were told the gold and currency was missing after a search. 
Brinks sued Air Canada over the theft last year. According to the company's filing last year, a thief walked away with the costly cargo after presenting a fake document at an Air Canada warehouse on April 17. 
In a Nov. 8 statement of defense, Air Canada rejected "each and every allegation" in the Brink's lawsuit, saying it fulfilled its carriage contracts and denying any improper or "careless" conduct.
The country's largest airline also said Brink's failed to note the value of the haul on the waybill -- a document typically issued by a carrier with details of the shipment -- and that if Brink's did suffer losses, a multilateral treaty known as the Montreal Convention would cap Air Canada's liability. 

    


In Federal Court filings that claim breach of contract and millions of dollars in damages, Brinks said an "unidentified individual" gained access to the airline's cargo warehouse and presented a "fraudulent" waybill shortly after an Air Canada flight from Zurich landed at Pearson.
The statement of the claim says the staff then handed over 400 kilograms of gold in the form of 24 bars plus nearly $2 million in cash to the thief, who promptly "absconded with the cargo."
DeGree said dozens of firearms were seized, including two fully automatic weapons and five guns that were untraceable.
"I'm proud to say that we successfully put an international gun trafficking operation out of business. We kept 65 firearms off the streets of Canada and prevented them from being used in any number of crimes," DeGree said.
Mavity said that "we believe they melted down the gold and with the profits they got from the gold they used to purchase illegal firearms."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pearson-airport-gold-theft-canada-arrests-914811e3364341c8ea7c97148084905a
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Who owns businesses in California? A lawmaker wants the public to know

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - State Sen. Maria Elena Durazo, D-Los Angeles, addresses a gathering in Sacramento, Calif., May 20, 2019. This year, Durazo, has introduced a bill to require business owners and landlords to disclose their identities under legislation aimed at cracking down on opaque ownership structures that have enabled some companies to skirt state laws without facing consequences. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)]
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- A California lawmaker wants to require business owners and landlords to disclose their identities under legislation aimed at cracking down on opaque ownership structures that have enabled some companies to skirt state laws without facing consequences.
Limited liability companies and similar corporations in the United States are often formed to protect a business owner's personal assets. In California, the world's fifth largest economy, such businesses are already required to register with the Secretary of State and share information including the name of the business, its address and the names of its executives or representatives. 
But Democratic state Sen. Maria Elana Durazo said that that's not enough. She also wants the public to know who actually owns the company. Her bill would require these companies to list anyone who owns at least 25% of the company's assets on its registration with the state. It would apply to all LLCs and similar corporations regardless of the size. 

    


Durazo said the lack of that crucial information has allowed people to set up business structures where one company is owned in the name of another, all to shield their identities from the public, government officials and even law enforcement agencies. In many cases, local and state officials must spend significant time and resources to track down the owners before they can charge or sue the business for violating state laws, if they can find them at all. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Some owners can abuse LLC to shield not only their assets but also their identities," Durazo said at a hearing Wednesday. "This is a good governance bill."
With support from labor, housing and environmental groups, her bill passed a key legislative committee Wednesday. There was no debate. It needs a second committee vote before reaching the Senate floor.
A similar proposal last year did not survive the Legislature's suspense file, a mysterious process where lawmakers decide -- with no explanation -- whether bills should move forward or not. 

    


The legislation faces fierce opposition from a number of business groups including those that represent landlords. They argue that LLCs must already share lots of information with the government and note that they will be required to disclose ownership to a branch of the U.S. Treasury Department by 2025.
They also point to costs. Last year, the Secretary of State estimated the new disclosure requirement would cost $9 million to implement and an additional $3.4 million annually in subsequent years to employ 28 support workers. 
"It really doesn't make any sense to us." said Debra Carlton, an executive of California Apartment Association. "Why add these costs onto the state," she asked, "when we're already having financial challenges?"
The practice of operating business anonymously is prevalent in many California industries, proponents of the bill said. In Oakland, after city officials condemned a dilapidated building rented out to low-income immigrant families, the city attorney's office spent more than a year investigating and combing through hundreds of city code enforcement records to find the owners of the building, said Suzie Dershowitz, who worked on the case at the time. The city eventually found and successfully sued the landlords, who owned more than 130 properties in the city through a network of LLCs and corporations. The investigation would have had taken half a day of work if Durazo's bill was law at the time, she added. 

    


"As a government agency, I had access to a lot of information," said Dershowitz, who now works for Public Advocates, an advocacy group sponsoring the bill. "But the lack of transparency in corporate ownership really hampered our investigation."
Some employers also rely on the practice to dodge labor violations and cheat workers out of their pay, labor attorney Ruth Silver-Taube said. She pointed to a case in San Jose where a hotel worker was fired from his job for filing a wage theft claim with the state. The state couldn't track down the business owners and had to name 14 different companies, some of which were defunct, in its lawsuit before the owners agreed to settle, she said. The agreement came nine years after the worker filed the initial complaint.

    


"Justice delayed is justice denied," Silver-Taube said. 
By hiding behind an anonymous LLC, Silicon Valley billionaires were successful in shielding their identities in a secretive $800 million land-buying spree in rural Northern California, despite years of local scrutiny. 
Others managed to dodge legal ramifications and responsibilities altogether through the practice, said Haley Ehlers of climate watchdog organization Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas. The group has spent years advocating for the removal of orphan and idle wells left behind by defunct oil operations. Orphan wells are often be sold to private, anonymous shell companies designed to go bankrupt to help owners of oil businesses evade legal responsibility to clean up the site, leaving taxpayers to shoulder the cost, she said. 

    


"If we had more owner transparency, bad actors wouldn't be able to hide behind a new shell company name," Ehlers said.
The federal reporting requirement was passed by Congress in 2021. The legislation requires businesses to report owners to an agency called the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, which aims to cut down on shell corporations and money laundering. But currently, only law enforcement and government officials -- not the public -- have access to the information. 
A federal court ruled that the law is unconstitutional and exempted more than 65,000 members of a small business association in Alabama. The Justice Department is now appealing the ruling.
New York last December also passed a proposal mirroring the federal legislation to require the disclosure of owners, but the information is only available to some government and law enforcement agencies.
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CSX profit drops 10% despite railroad delivering 3% more freight in first quarter

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A CSX freight train sits on a siding in downtown Pittsburgh, Nov. 19, 2022. CSX reports their earnings on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        CSX dealt with weather challenges and the closure of the Baltimore port as the railroad saw its first-quarter profit slip 10%, but it still managed to keep most of its customers happy with reliable service.
The Jacksonville, Florida-based railroad said Wednesday that it earned $893 million, or 46 cents per share, in the first three months of the year as it handled 3% more freight. That's down from $987 million, or 48 cents per share, a year ago.
The results were slightly better than Wall Street predicted. The analysts surveyed by FactSet Research expected CSX to report earnings per share of 45 cents.
CEO Joe Hinrichs said he was reminded again of one of the key lessons he's learned in his first 18 months on the railroad: "There never really is an easy quarter."
Hinrichs said he was pleased the railroad was able to deliver consistent customer service that helped it attract more business. He said many of the markets CSX serves are seeing "favorable trends" and more customers are willing to give the railroad more of their business because CSX has delivered better service consistently. 

    


Hinrichs said CSX is getting some of the highest marks ever in its surveys of customers, so he's optimistic about the rest of the year.


The railroad reiterated that it expects revenue and shipping volume to grow at low- to mid-single-digit rates this year.
Even in a quarter when the average speed of CSX's trains got a bit slower overall, Edward Jones analyst Jeff Windau said the railroad "continued to execute well and had a pretty solid quarter."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And railroad officials said some things that slow down the trains -- like forcing engineers to remain at the most efficient speed and increasing the length of trains -- are also things that make CSX more efficient. 
CSX said its revenue slipped 1% to $3.68 billion. Wall Street expected CSX to report revenue of $3.66 billion in the quarter.

    


After the bridge collapse in Baltimore last month forced that port to close, CSX scrambled to reroute traffic to other East Coast destinations. But given that Baltimore is the second largest coal export port, coal shipments will be hurt. The port disaster will be felt in the railroad's second-quarter revenue to the tune of a $25 million to $30 million a month hit until workers are able to clear the wreckage of the bridge so the port can reopen.
CSX is one of the nation's largest railroads, operating trains on more than 20,000 miles (32,000 kilometers) of track in 23 Eastern states and two Canadian provinces.
Shares of CSX Corp. were up more than 2% in after-hours trading following the release of the earnings report.
Hinrichs still expects Congress to pass a package of rail-safety reforms later this year -- likely after the NTSB issues its final report on Norfolk Southern's disastrous 2023 Ohio derailment at the end of June. He's focused on making sure the bill is "targeted and focused on actually improving rail safety."
Also Wednesday, CSX announced that Hinrichs' predecessor as CEO, Jim Foote, had died. Foote led the railroad through its transition to the precision scheduled railroading operating model after industry titan Hunter Harrison died in 2017 -- less than a year after taking over CSX and beginning the reforms to streamline the railroad. 

    


The model relies on using fewer, longer trains with a mix of freight on them, so railroads can operate with fewer locomotives and employees. Since CSX put it in place, the model has been adopted by other U.S. railroads. Collectively, the major U.S. railroads have used the model to cut nearly one-third of their workforce, prompting unions to complain they believe railroads have become riskier because employees are spread so thin and preventative maintenance and inspections are being neglected.
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New York competition, smoking, internet betting concerns roil US northeast's gambling market

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A gambler touches the screen of a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | A gambler touches the screen of a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Gamblers play slot machines at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of Resorts casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Hard Rock casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Golden Nugget casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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    [image: A gambler touches the screen of a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J. on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Gamblers play slot machines at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, show Atlantic City's casinos, their online partners and horse tracks that take sports bets won over $526 million in March, a month in which New Jersey's internet gambling market set yet another monthly record at $197 million. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of Resorts casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Hard Rock casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: This Dec. 28, 2023, photo shows the exterior of the Golden Nugget casino in Atlantic City, N.J. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: A gambler plays a slot machine at Harrah's casino in Atlantic City N.J., on Sept. 29, 2023. Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators on April 8, 2024, show Atlantic City's nine casinos collectively reported a gross operating profit of $744.7 million in 2023, a decline of 1.6% from 2022. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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                                        ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) -- Casinos in the northeastern U.S. are dealing with numerous challenges as they brace for the arrival of new competitors in New York City.
A potential smoking ban in Atlantic City, an ongoing debate over whether internet gambling hurts or helps the bottom line of physical casinos, and the loss of business to illegal online operations were among the challenges identified Wednesday during a major casino conference in Atlantic City.
Panelists at the East Coast Gaming Congress at the Hard Rock casino discussed turmoil in the industry, particularly as it prepares for the influx of three downstate New York casinos widely expected to redefine the regional gambling market.
New York is in the process of choosing casino sites and preparing to respond to hundreds of questions from potential casino operators before it moves closer to awarding licenses.

    


Mark Giannantonio, president of Atlantic City's Resorts casino and of the Casino Association of New Jersey, said his city has "a two-year window" to prepare itself for the new competition from its northern neighbor.
"We see New York gaming in general clearly as a threat," he said, expecting stronger competition for customers from the region and from other countries who will choose to visit and gamble in New York.




He also said New York casinos will affect competitors in eastern Pennsylvania and Connecticut.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Giannantonio said Atlantic City needs to improve its cleanliness, infrastructure and public safety in order to meet the challenge of new competition.
"Casinos can only do so much," he said. "We provide the jobs, the capital. Let's match the streets with the beautiful aspects of the ocean. Let's take care of our homeless population once and for all. There needs to be an investment and programs that will take a homeless person from the streets or under the Boardwalk and get them the help they need."

    


Mayor Marty Small did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday afternoon.
Stacey Rowland, chair of the New York Gaming Association, said the upcoming new casinos in her state are looking to capture gambling dollars currently going to other states.
"Competition is a good thing," she said. "The competition from New York City will be a motivation (for rivals) to step up."
Atlantic City also is facing a relentless push by casino workers who want to end smoking on the gambling floor. They have been urging lawmakers to pass a bill to ban smoking, and they recently filed a lawsuit to overturn a state law that exempts Atlantic City's casinos from the state's indoor clean air law.
Giannantonio called a smoking ban "one of the greatest threats to our business right now."
He predicted it would lead to the loss of as many as 2,500 casino jobs and millions in lost state tax revenue. He supports a compromise proposal to allow smoking to continue away from table games and in areas where no employee would be forced to work.
Casino workers reject those claims and say the gambling halls will do better financially by attracting non-smoking customers who now avoid them.

    


"Casino executives keep making the same discredited claims and are promoting a false compromise that will only continue to force us, their own employees, to breathe toxic air at our jobs every day," said Lamont White, a Borgata dealer and a leader of the employee non-smoking movement. "They don't give a damn about the cancer and heart disease and stroke and COPD and countless other diseases that result from this unacceptable work environment that every other New Jersey worker doesn't have to face."
Some states are taking a renewed look at internet gambling as a way to raise new revenue. It currently is legal in New Jersey, Delaware, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Connecticut and Rhode Island. 
Giannantonio said online gambling has helped Atlantic City's physical casinos. Resorts has a successful online arm, and it is affiliated with the DraftKings sportsbook.
But Rob Norton, president of Cordish Gaming Group and the Live! casinos, including properties in Maryland, Pennsylvania and Florida, said internet casino gambling has had a detrimental effect on brick-and-mortar casinos.

    


"It is cannibalizing," Norton said. Speaking for the industry in general, he said, "The approach we're taking right now is pitting ourselves against ourselves."
His viewpoint is disputed by others in the industry, who say they have seen internet gambling complement their brick-and-mortar casino businesses.
"For New Jersey, it has been additive," Giannantonio said. Resorts, he said, has successfully integrated its customer loyalty program across its physical and online arms.
Online sports betting has been "a funnel for i-gaming" and in-person gamblers, he said.
"We get a lot of people who bet sports online who come into our physical location to place a bet," Giannantonio said.
The panelists all mentioned illegal offshore gambling sites and land-based unlicensed and unregulated slot machines as another threat to the casino industry.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X, formerly Twitter, at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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US probe of Hondas that can activate emergency braking for no reason moves closer to a recall

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The logo of the Honda Motor Co. is seen in Yokohama, near Tokyo, Dec. 15, 2021. A U.S. government investigation into unexpected automatic braking involving nearly 3 million Hondas is a step closer to a recall, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Koji Sasahara, File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- A U.S. government investigation into unexpected automatic braking involving nearly 3 million Hondas is a step closer to a recall.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said Wednesday it has upgraded a probe opened in February of 2022 to an engineering analysis after it received 1,294 complaints about the problem, mainly from consumers and through the company. An engineering analysis is the last step before the agency can seek a recall, although the vehicles are not being recalled at this time.
The complaints allege that the automatic emergency braking system can brake the vehicles with nothing in their forward path, increasing the risk of a crash. The agency said it has 47 reports of crashes and 112 reports of injuries from the problem. 
The investigation covers two of Honda's top-selling models, the CR-V small SUV and the Accord midsize car. The model years were expanded to include the 2017 through 2022 CR-V and the 2018 through 2022 Accord.

    


Agency documents show that Honda says that some customers may have had an inadequate understanding of the system and its limitations. But consumers say in complaints that Honda dealers weren't able to reproduce the problem condition, and they were told that such stops were considered normal for the system. In some cases consumers say that the problem has persisted, the agency said.




In a statement, Honda said it will continue to cooperate with NHTSA on the probe into the Collision Mitigation Braking System, "and we will continue our own internal review of the available information."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NHTSA will assess how often the problem happens and the potential safety related consequences, documents said.
The probe is another in a string of investigations by the agency into performance of automatic braking systems, technology that has been touted as having the ability to prevent many rear-end crashes and save lives. NHTSA is working on a regulation to require the systems on new vehicles and set standards for them to detect obstacles and brake.
Most new vehicles already are equipped with the systems in a voluntary industry program.
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Judges orders Pennsylvania agency to produce inspection records related to chocolate plant blast

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Emergency personnel work at the site of a deadly explosion at a chocolate factory, March 24, 2023, in West Reading, Pa. Pennsylvania utility regulators must turn over inspection records to the National Transportation Safety Board as part of the federal agency's probe into a fatal explosion at a chocolate factory last year, a federal judge ruled Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (Jeff Doelp/Reading Eagle via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Emergency personnel work at the site of a deadly explosion at a chocolate factory, March 25, 2023, in West Reading, Pa. Pennsylvania utility regulators must turn over inspection records to the National Transportation Safety Board as part of the federal agency's probe into a fatal explosion at a chocolate factory last year, a federal judge ruled Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (Ben Hasty/Reading Eagle via AP, File)]
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                                        Pennsylvania utility regulators must turn over inspection records to the National Transportation Safety Board as part of the federal agency's probe into a fatal explosion at a chocolate factory last year, a federal judge ruled this week.
U.S. District Judge Christopher C. Conner sided Tuesday with the federal safety board in its dispute with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, which had refused to produce inspection and investigation reports for UGI Utilities Inc.
UGI is a natural gas utility at the center of the probe into the March 24, 2023, blast at the R.M. Palmer Co. plant in West Reading. The powerful natural gas explosion leveled one building, heavily damaged another and killed seven people. Investigators have previously said they are looking at a pair of gas leaks as a possible cause of or contributor to the blast.

    


State utility regulators had spurned the federal agency's request for five years' worth of UGI inspection records, citing a state law that protects "confidential security information" about key utility infrastructure from public disclosure, even to other government agencies.




The utility commission offered federal investigators a chance to inspect the reports at its Harrisburg office or to sign a nondisclosure agreement, but the safety board refused and then issued a subpoena.
The safety board said the records are vital to its investigation because they include state utility regulators' assessment of the condition of UGI's pipelines, as well as leak or odor complaint investigation records for the gas utility. The agency argued that federal regulations entitled it to the state investigation records.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"These reports are also vital to determine whether the commission conducted oversight of UGI's pipeline system in compliance with federal regulations," federal prosecutors, representing the safety board, wrote in their March 29 petition asking the court to enforce the subpoena.

    


In its response, the state agency pointed out that federal investigators had already obtained some of the requested records from UGI itself, and argued in a legal filing that federal law does not automatically preempt conflicting state laws.
Conner gave utility regulators seven days to produce the subpoenaed documents, but said they could do it in a way that complies with state law.
"From the beginning, the PUC has underscored a commitment to assist the NTSB with this investigation -- while also complying with the Commission's legal obligation to safeguard confidential security information," said Nils Hagen-Frederiksen, a spokesperson for the utility commission.
He said the judge's decision was made as a result of discussions between the two agencies.
An NSTB spokesperson declined comment. The federal investigation into the blast is ongoing.
About 70 Palmer production workers and 35 office staff were working in two adjacent buildings at the time of the blast. Employees in both buildings told federal investigators they could smell gas before the explosion. Workers at the plant have accused Palmer of ignoring warnings of a natural gas leak, saying the plant, in a small town 60 miles (96 kilometers) northwest of Philadelphia, should have been evacuated.
Palmer was fined more than $44,000 by the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration for failing to evacuate. Palmer denied it violated any workplace safety standards and contested the OSHA citations.
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    [image: A cemetery is seen from above at Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)]
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[image: A woman walks at the cemetery in Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)]
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[image: A boy lays flowers on a grave at the cemetery in Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)]
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[image: A grave of an unknown refugee is seen at the cemetery in Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | A grave of an unknown refugee is seen at the cemetery in Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        A neglected burial ground for migrants on Greek island of Lesbos has been given a drastic overhaul

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A cemetery is seen from above at Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | A cemetery is seen from above at Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
A cemetery is seen from above at Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People visit the cemetery at Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | People visit the cemetery at Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6
People visit the cemetery at Kato Tritos village on the northeastern Aegean Sea island of Lesbos, Greece, on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. After years of neglect, a primitive burial ground for refugees who died trying to reach Greece's island of Lesbos has been cleaned up and redesigned to provide a dignified resting place for the dead. (AP Photo/Panagiotis Balaskas)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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                                        LESBOS, Greece (AP) -- Most drowned making the hazardous sea crossing from nearby Turkey, while others died of natural causes in migrant camps on the Greek island of Lesbos.
After years of neglect, a makeshift burial ground for migrants on the island has been cleaned up and landscaped to provide a dignified resting place for the dead, and for their relatives to visit.
Earth Medicine, the Lesbos-based charity that handled the project near the village of Kato Tritos, formally handed over the redesigned cemetery to municipal officials on Wednesday.
"We wanted it to be clear that this was a burial ground, (mostly) for people who died at sea -- some of whom have been identified while others have not," Earth Medicine spokesman Dimitris Patounis said. "It used to be just a field."
For years, Lesbos has been a major destination for people seeking a better life in the European Union. They leave Turkish shores crammed into small, unseaworthy vessels provided by smuggling gangs. About 3,800 people have made the journey so far this year.

    


Before the intervention, the weed-choked graves were marked by a simple stone with a number written on it by marker, or, in the rare cases when it was available, a name. Currently, about 200 neat, uniform gray slabs filled with white gravel cover each grave, clearly listing whatever is known of the occupant.




"Now people will be able to visit when their (dead) relatives are identified," Patounis said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Officials stress that the burial ground is nondenominational, with recent inhumation services conducted by an Imam, a Greek Orthodox or a Catholic priest, according to the deceased's known beliefs.
"This was done with human dignity in mind, without any religious affiliation," Patounis said.
The cemetery lies about a kilometer (1/2 mile) outside Kato Tritos in central Lesbos, around 20 kilometers (12 miles) from the island capital of Mytilini. Other migrants have been buried in the past in municipal cemeteries in other parts of the island, but this is the only burial ground specifically for migrants.
___
Follow AP's coverage of global migration at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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Owner of ship in Baltimore bridge collapse asks cargo owners to help cover salvage costs

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge lay on top of the container ship Dali, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Baltimore. The FBI confirmed that agents were aboard the Dali conducting court-authorized law enforcement activity. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: Salvage work continues on the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Baltimore. The FBI confirmed that agents were aboard the Dali conducting court-authorized law enforcement activity. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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[image: People are seen aboard the container ship Dali, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Baltimore. The FBI confirmed that agents were aboard the Dali conducting court-authorized law enforcement activity. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)]
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- The owner of the massive container ship Dali, which caused the deadly collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge last month, has initiated a process requiring owners of the cargo on board to cover some of the salvage costs.
The ship's owner, Singapore-based Grace Ocean Private Ltd., made what's known in maritime law as a "general average" declaration, which allows a third-party adjuster to determine what each stakeholder should contribute, according to company spokesperson Darrell Wilson.
The requirement is often invoked after maritime accidents so that the cost of saving a vessel or its cargo is shared among interested parties, Wilson said. In this case, it pertains to costs associated with refloating the Dali, which remains stuck with sections of the fallen bridge draped across its damaged bow.
Crews are working to remove some shipping containers from the Dali before lifting pieces of the wreckage and freeing the ship. They're also working to clear debris from the Port of Baltimore's main channel, which has been largely blocked for weeks, halting most commercial traffic through the major shipping hub.

    


A routine practice dating back centuries, the general average declaration marks the ship owner's latest effort to minimize its financial responsibility in what could become one of the most expensive maritime disasters in history.




Grace Ocean and the ship's management company, Synergy Marine Group, filed a petition soon after the collapse seeking to limit their legal liability -- another routine procedure for cases litigated under U.S. maritime law.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Six members of a roadwork crew plunged to their deaths in the collapse. Attorneys for some of their families and a survivor pledged to challenge that petition and hold the companies accountable.
One of the cargo owners, Mediterranean Shipping Company, announced last week that it was informed of the general average declaration by the Danish shipping giant Maersk, which chartered the Dali. The declaration indicates the ship's owner anticipates "extraordinary costs for which they expect contribution from all salvaged parties," the company's release said.

    


Officials have said the Dali and its cargo -- about 4,000 shipping containers -- will return to the Port of Baltimore once the ship is refloated.
The Dali departed Baltimore's port early on March 26 laden with cargo destined for Sri Lanka. It lost power before reaching open water and struck one of the supports for Francis Scott Key Bridge, causing the span to collapse into the Patapsco River. Police rushed to stop bridge traffic after a last-minute mayday call from the ship's pilot, but couldn't save the roadwork crew. Two of the victims are still unaccounted for.
Both the FBI and the National Transportation Safety Board are conducting investigations into what led to the disaster.
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Supreme Court makes it easier to sue for job discrimination over forced transfers

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Supreme Court is seen in Washington, March 7, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Supreme Court of the United States is seen in Washington, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]
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        Supreme Court makes it easier to sue for job discrimination over forced transfers
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday made it easier for workers who are transferred from one job to another against their will to pursue job discrimination claims under federal civil rights law, even when they are not demoted or docked pay. 
Workers only have to show that the transfer resulted in some, but not necessarily significant, harm to prove their claims, Justice Elena Kagan wrote for the court.
The justices unanimously revived a sex discrimination lawsuit filed by a St. Louis police sergeant after she was forcibly transferred, but retained her rank and pay.
Sgt. Jaytonya Muldrow had worked for nine years in a plainclothes position in the department's intelligence division before a new commander reassigned her to a uniformed position in which she supervised patrol officers. The new commander wanted a male officer in the intelligence job and sometimes called Muldrow "Mrs." instead of "sergeant," Kagan wrote.

    


Muldrow sued under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits workplace discrimination on the basis of race, sex, religion and national origin. Lower courts had dismissed Muldrow's claim, concluding that she had not suffered a significant job disadvantage.




"Today, we disapprove that approach," Kagan wrote. "Although an employee must show some harm from a forced transfer to prevail in a Title VII suit, she need not show that the injury satisfies a significance test."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kagan noted that many cases will come out differently under the lower bar the Supreme Court adopted Wednesday. She pointed to cases in which people lost discrimination suits, including those of an engineer whose new job site was a 14-by-22-foot wind tunnel, a shipping worker reassigned to exclusively nighttime work and a school principal who was forced into a new administrative role that was not based in a school.
Although the outcome was unanimous, Justices Samuel Alito, Brett Kavanaugh and Clarence Thomas each wrote separate opinions noting some level of disagreement with the majority's rationale in ruling for Muldrow. 

    


Madeline Meth, a lawyer for Muldrow, said her client will be thrilled with the outcome. Meth, who teaches at Boston University's law school, said the decision is a big win for workers because the court made "clear that employers can't decide the who, what, when, where and why of a job based on race and gender."
The decision revives Muldrow's lawsuit, which now returns to lower courts. Muldrow contends that, because of sex discrimination, she was moved to a less prestigious job, which was primarily administrative and often required weekend work, and she lost her take-home city car.
"If those allegations are proved," Kagan wrote, "she was left worse off several times over."
The case is Muldrow v. St.Louis, 22-193.
___
Associated Press writer Alexandra Olson contributed to this article from New York.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/supreme-court-sex-discrimination-st-louis-police-bbb4c4bb97fceabfa8ddb66c2024d9f0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Alaska Airlines briefly grounds flights due to technical issue

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - An Alaska Airlines aircraft sits in the airline's hangar at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024, in SeaTac, Wash. Alaska Airlines briefly grounded all flights Wednesday, April 17, due to a technical issue. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Alaska Airlines briefly grounded all flights Wednesday due to a technical issue.
The Seattle-based airline said in a statement it requested a ground stop for all Alaska and Horizon air flights out of an abundance of caution after it "experienced an issue while performing an upgrade to the system that calculates our weight and balance."
The ground stop lasted from about 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Pacific time, when flights began resuming. The airline said it expected residual delays throughout the day and recommended that travelers check their flight status before heading to the airport.
The grounding came as Senate committees held dual hearings Wednesday examining allegations of major safety failures at Boeing, which has been pushed into crisis mode since a door-plug panel blew off a 737 Max jetliner during an Alaska Airlines flight in January.
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Ford recalls over 456,000 Bronco Sport and Maverick cars due to loss of drive power risk

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE -A Ford Bronco is displayed at a Gus Machado Ford dealership on Jan. 23, 2023, in Hialeah, Fla. Ford is recalling more than 456,000 Bronco Sport and Maverick vehicles, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, due to a battery detection issue that can result in loss of drive power. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ford is recalling more than 456,000 Bronco Sport and Maverick vehicles due to a battery detection issue that can result in loss of drive power, increasing crash risks.
According to documents published by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the body and power train control modules for these cars may fail to detect changes in battery charge. And when undetected, a low battery charge can cause an unexpected loss of drive power -- including sudden stalling or inability to restart -- and the use of other electric capabilities like hazard lights.
The recall covers about 403,000 model year 2021-2024 Bronco Sports produced between February 2020 and March 2024, as well as more than 53,000 model year 2022-2023 Mavericks manufactured from February 2021 to October 2022, a recall report dated Friday notes.
To remedy this issue, dealers will recalibrate the impacted vehicles' body and power train control modules at no cost. Owner notification letters are set to be mailed out on May 13, a Tuesday NHSTA recall acknowledgment letter notes.

    


The software update is not available yet, a Ford spokesperson confirmed to The Associated Press Wednesday, but should arrive by later in the second quarter. In a statement, the spokesperson added that "safety is a top priority, and we are taking proactive measures to address this issue promptly and effectively."




As of February 8, the NHSTA recall report notes, Ford was not aware of any injuries tied to the issue -- but the Dearborn, Michigan-based the company noted 917 related warranty reports, 11 field reports and 54 customer complaints. There were also two property damage claims and three unverified fire reports.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This isn't the only recall impacting Bronco Sport owners. 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said last week that it was investigating the remedy Ford had proposed after the recall of nearly 43,000 select Bronco Sport and Escape SUVs, in which gasoline can leak from the fuel injectors onto hot engine surfaces, increasing the risk of fires. The NHTSA said remedy did not include repairing the fuel leaks.
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New study calculates climate change's economic bite will hit about $38 trillion a year by 2049

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - People watch the sunset at a park on an unseasonably warm day, Feb. 25, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. A new study says climate change will reduce future global income by about 19% in the next 25 years compared to a fictional world that's not warming. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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[image: FILE - A man buys a cool drink from a roadside vendor on a sunny day in Mahawewa, a village north of Colombo, Sri Lanka, Feb. 29, 2024. A new study says climate change will reduce future global income by about 19% in the next 25 years compared to a fictional world that's not warming. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena, File)]
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                                        Climate change will reduce future global income by about 19% in the next 25 years compared to a fictional world that's not warming, with the poorest areas and those least responsible for heating the atmosphere taking the biggest monetary hit, a new study said.

Climate change's economic bite in how much people make is already locked in at about $38 trillion a year by 2049, according to Wednesday's study in the journal Nature by researchers at Germany's Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research. By 2100 the financial cost could hit twice what previous studies estimate.

"Our analysis shows that climate change will cause massive economic damages within the next 25 years in almost all countries around the world, also in highly-developed ones such as Germany and the U.S., with a projected median income reduction of 11% each and France with 13%," said study co-author Leonie Wenz, a climate scientist and economist.

    



These damages are compared to a baseline of no climate change and are then applied against overall expected global growth in gross domestic product, said study lead author Max Kotz, a climate scientist. So while it's 19% globally less than it could have been with no climate change, in most places, income will still grow, just not as much because of warmer temperatures.





For the past dozen years, scientists and others have been focusing on extreme weather such as heat waves, floods, droughts, storms as the having the biggest climate impact. But when it comes to financial hit the researchers found "the overall impacts are still mainly driven by average warming, overall temperature increases," Kotz said. It harms crops and hinders labor production, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"Those temperature increases drive the most damages in the future because they're really the most unprecedented compared to what we've experienced historically," Kotz said. Last year, a record-hot year, the global average temperature was 1.35 degrees Celsius (2.43 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer than pre-industrial times, according to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The globe has not had a month cooler than 20th century average since February 1979.

    



In the United States, the southeastern and southwestern states get economically pinched more than the northern ones with parts of Arizona and New Mexico taking the biggest monetary hit, according to the study. In Europe, southern regions, including parts of Spain and Italy, get hit harder than places like Denmark or northern Germany.

Only Arctic adjacent areas -- Canada, Russia, Norway, Finland and Sweden -- benefit, Kotz said.

It also means countries which have historically produced fewer greenhouse gas emissions per person and are least able to financially adapt to warming weather are getting the biggest financial harms too, Kotz said.

The world's poorest countries will suffer 61% bigger income loss than the richest ones, the study calculated.

"It underlies some of the injustice elements of climate," Kotz said.

This new study looked deeper than past research, examining 1,600 global areas that are smaller than countries, took several climate factors into account and examined how long climate economic shocks last, Kotz said. The study examined past economic impacts on average global domestic product per person and uses computer simulations to look into the future to come up with their detailed calculations.

    



The study shows that the economic harms over the next 25 years are locked in with emission cuts producing only small changes in the income reduction. But in the second half of this century that's when two different possible futures are simulated, showing that cutting carbon emissions now really pays off because of how the heat-trapping gases accumulate, Kotz said.

If the world could curb carbon pollution and get down to a trend that limits warming to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial times, which is the upper limit of the 2015 Paris climate agreement, then the financial hit will stay around 20% in global income, Kotz said. But if emissions increase in a worst case scenario, the financial wallop will be closer to 60%, he said.

    



That shows that the public shouldn't think it's a financial "doomsday" and nothing can be done, Kotz said.

Still, it's worse than a 2015 study that predicted a worst case income hit of about 25% by the end of the century.

Marshall Burke, the Stanford University climate economist who wrote the 2015 study, said this new research's finding that the economic damage ahead is locked in and large "makes a lot of sense."

Burke, who wasn't part of this study, said he has some issues with some of the technical calculations "so I wouldn't put a ton of weight on their specific numerical estimates, but I think the big picture is basically right."

The conclusions are on the high end compared to other recent studies, but since climate change goes for a long time and economic damage from higher temperatures keep compounding, they "add up to very large numbers," said University of California Davis economist and environmental studies professor Frances Moore, who wasn't part of the study. That's why fighting climate change clearly passes economists' tests of costs versus benefits, she said.

    



___

Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment

___

Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears

___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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UN approves an updated cholera vaccine that could help fight a surge in cases

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A family enters a tent set aside for cholera patients at a clinic in Harare, Zimbabwe, on Nov. 18, 2023. The World Health Organization has approved a new version of a widely used cholera vaccine that could help address a surge in cases that has depleted the global vaccine stockpile. In a decision last week, WHO authorized a new vaccine by EuBiologics, the only maker of the oral cholera vaccine for a global stockpile managed by the U.N. health agency and partners. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi, File)]
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                                        The World Health Organization has approved a version of a widely used cholera vaccine that could help address a surge in cases that has depleted the global vaccine stockpile and left poorer countries scrambling to contain epidemics.
WHO authorized the vaccine, made by EuBiologics, which also makes the formulation now used, last week. The new version, called Euvichol-S, is a simplified formula that uses fewer ingredients, is cheaper, and can be made more quickly than the old version. 
The vaccine was shown to be help preventing the diarrheal disease in late stage research conducted in Nepal. 
WHO's approval means donor agencies like the vaccines alliance Gavi and UNICEF can now buy it for poorer countries. Leila Pakkala, director of UNICEF's supply division, said in a statement that the agency will be able to boost supplies by more than 25%. 

    


Gavi estimated there could be about 50 million doses for the global stockpile this year, compared with 38 million last year.
Dr. Derrick Sim of Gavi called WHO's authorization "a lifeline for vulnerable communities around the world."
More is still needed, however: Since January, 14 countries affected by cholera outbreaks have requested 79 million doses. In January, the U.N. agency said the global vaccine stockpile was "entirely depleted" until the beginning of March. As of this week, WHO said there were 2.3 million doses available.




Cholera is an acute diarrhea disease caused by a bacteria typically spread via contaminated food or water. It is mostly seen in areas that have poor sanitation and lack access to clean water. While most people infected with cholera don't experience symptoms, those with severe cases need quick treatment with intravenous fluids and antibiotics. If left untreated, cholera kills about a quarter to half of people infected.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since last January, WHO has reported more than 824,000 cholera infections, including 5,900 deaths worldwide, with the highest numbers of cases reported in the Middle East and Africa. The U.N. agency said warming temperatures that allow the cholera bacteria to live longer, have also worsened outbreaks and led to the highest death rates in a decade. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cholera-vaccine-africa-middle-east-who-57b3088cd19fab41b4e1b0aac8da7a60



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



UN report points to yawning gap of inequality in sexual and reproductive health worldwide

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - A woman carries a her baby and a bucket of water in Harare on April 6, 2020. A new study says an African woman is roughly 130 times more likely to die from pregnancy and childbirth complications than a woman in Europe or North America, the U.N. population fund reported Wednesday, April 17, 2024, as it decried widening inequality in sexual and reproductive health and rights worldwide. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi, File)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- A new study says an African woman is roughly 130 times more likely to die from pregnancy and childbirth complications than a woman in Europe or North America, the U.N. population fund reported Wednesday as it decried widening inequality in sexual and reproductive health and rights worldwide.
UNFPA's latest " State of World Population " report also estimates that nearly 500 maternal deaths per day occur in countries with humanitarian crises or conflicts, and shows that women of African descent in the Americas are more likely to die giving birth than white women.
"Sweeping global gains in sexual and reproductive health and rights over the last thirty years are marred by an ugly truth -- millions of women and girls have not benefited because of who they are or where they were born," the fund said in a statement.
UNFPA executive director Dr. Natalia Kanem said the unintended pregnancy rate has declined by nearly one-fifth since 1990 and the maternal death rate has dropped by more than one-third since 2000.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: UN report points to yawning gap of inequality in sexual and reproductive health worldwide.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports a UN report points to yawning gap of inequality in sexual and reproductive health worldwide.

    


    


But "inequalities within our societies and health systems are widening, and we have not adequately prioritized reaching those furthest behind," she said. Improvements in health care access have mostly benefited wealthier women and members of ethnic groups with better access to care, the fund said.




Kanem hailed some progress: More than 160 countries have passed laws against domestic violence, and "legislation against LGBTQIA+ sexuality" that was once widespread has been on the retreat. Now only one-third of countries have such laws. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While she credited "the world's agreement" that led to such gains, Kanem also warned: "Human reproduction is being politicized. The rights of women, girls and gender diverse people are the subject of increasing pushback."
"And yet, today, that progress is slowing. By many measures, it has stalled completely," she said. "Annual reductions in maternal deaths have flatlined. Since 2016, the world made zero progress in saving women from preventable deaths in pregnancy and childbirth."

    


"Health systems today are weak," Kanem added. "They're tainted by gender inequality, by racial discrimination and by misinformation."
The fund called for new investment in sexual and reproductive health, as well as improvements in sexuality education, stopping gender-based violence, and "ending unmet need for contraception" -- an issue that has driven a wedge in some countries. 
Under the term of U.S. President Donald Trump, the United States halted funding for UNFPA largely over concerns about abortion -- depriving the fund of tens of millions of dollars over four years.
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Lab chief faces sentencing in Michigan 12 years after fatal US meningitis outbreak

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An official at a specialty pharmacy that was at the center of a deadly national meningitis outbreak faces sentencing in Michigan on involuntary manslaughter charges (AP video: Mike Householder)
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    [image: Michael Kruzich holds a photo of his late mother Donna during an interview Monday, April 15, 2024, in Lansing, Mich. Donna Kruzich was one of dozens of people in the U.S. who died after being injected with tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Now, more than a decade later, the operator of the New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court to be sentenced on involuntary manslaughter charges. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)]
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                                        HOWELL, Mich. (AP) -- Days after a routine injection to ease back pain, Donna Kruzich and a friend drove across the border to Canada in 2012 to see end-of-summer theater in Stratford, Ontario.
The 78-year-old Michigan woman suddenly became ill and returned home. By early October, she was dead.
"Most of the time she could not communicate with us. She was basically in a coma," son Michael Kruzich recalled. "We knew she had meningitis -- but we didn't know how she got it."
Evidence soon emerged: Donna Kruzich was one of at least 64 people in the U.S. who died because of tainted steroids made by a specialty pharmacy in Massachusetts. Nearly 12 years later, the operator of New England Compounding Center is returning to a Michigan court Thursday for his sentence for involuntary manslaughter.
Barry Cadden already is serving a 14 1/2-year sentence for federal crimes related to the extraordinary outbreak of fungal infections, which was traced to dirty conditions inside the lab and caused meningitis and other debilitating illnesses. More than 700 people in 20 states were sickened, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

    


Michigan is the only state that charged Cadden and a key employee, pharmacist Glenn Chin, in any deaths.




Cadden, 57, recently pleaded no contest to 11 counts of involuntary manslaughter in a deal that took second-degree murder charges off the table. Prosecutors also agreed to a minimum prison term of 10 years, which will run at the same time as the federal sentence.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That means he is unlikely to face additional time in custody, an outcome that disappoints Michael Kruzich.
"My mother is gone, and Cadden and Chin are responsible. My family would like to see Cadden go to trial. It feels like they've run out the clock and they just want it to be done," he said, referring to state prosecutors.
Attorney General Dana Nessel said most of the 11 families supported the plea agreement.

    


"We've ensured that this plea fits their desire for closure and justice," she said in a written statement on March 5. 
Cadden's attorney, Gerald Gleeson II, declined to comment ahead of the sentencing. In federal court in Boston in 2017, Cadden said he was sorry for the "whole range of suffering" that occurred.
Chin has not reached a similar plea deal, court filings show, and his trial on 11 second-degree murder charges is pending in the same Livingston County court, 60 miles (96.5 kilometers) northwest of Detroit. Separately, he is serving a 10 1/2-year federal sentence. 
New England Compounding Center in Framingham, Massachusetts, operated in a little-known but vital corner of the U.S. health care system. Compounding pharmacies make versions of medications that often aren't available through larger drugmakers.
Children, for example, might need a customized dose that is different than what's common for adults.
"They're very important," said Eric Kastango, a pharmacist and industry expert who testified for prosecutors in Cadden's federal trial. "I don't think the general public is necessarily aware what pharmacists do. They know they go into a hospital and they might need an IV. They might not know who made it or how they made it."

    


In 2012, New England Compounding was shipping pain-relieving steroids to doctors across the U.S., including a clinic in Brighton, Michigan, where Donna Kruzich and others received treatment. But the lab was a mess, leading to the growth of mold in the manufacturing process.
"The environment quickly spiraled out of control," Michigan prosecutors said in a court filing last June. 
Investigators "uncovered a company placing profits over human lives. Barry Cadden was the 'big boss' at NECC who made many of the company's important decisions," the state said. "He cut corners on safety."
Crime victims can speak in court in Michigan. Michael Kruzich, 70, said he doesn't plan to attend Thursday, although he submitted a poem on his family's behalf.
He told The Associated Press that his mother was a "healthy, happy woman" who loved to travel and was treasurer of her golf league in the Ann Arbor area. 

    


"I was told 12 years ago, that you cannot harm someone more than killing them," Kruzich said in his poem. "I've come to disagree -- you can harm them more, when justice fails them." 
___
Associated Press researcher Jennifer Farrar in New York contributed to this story.
___
Follow Ed White at https://twitter.com/edwritez
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California sets long-awaited drinking water limit for 'Erin Brockovich' contaminant

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The San Francisco skyline is visible on April 26, 2023. California regulators adopted a drinking water limit on toxic hexavalent chromium. The rule is the first in the nation to specifically target the heavy metal, commonly known as chromium-6, and is expected to reduce the number of cancer and kidney disease cases from long-term ingestion, state officials say. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- California regulators voted Wednesday to establish a drinking water limit on hexavalent chromium, a toxic chemical compound made infamous by the movie "Erin Brockovich."
The rule is the first in the nation to specifically target the heavy metal, known as chromium-6, and is expected to reduce the number of cancer and kidney disease cases from long-term ingestion, state officials say.
The proposal was unanimously passed by the State Water Resources Control Board, though it needs approval from the Office of Administrative Law to take effect. 
The standard could inspire other states to adopt their own. More than 200 million Americans are estimated to have the chemical compound in their drinking water, according to an analysis of federal water testing data by the Environmental Working Group, a nonprofit research and advocacy organization. 

    


Until now, California combined its drinking water standard for chromium-6 with the less toxic trivalent chromium, an essential nutrient. California's new limit on chromium-6 is 10 parts per billion -- about 10 drops of water in a swimming pool.


"I know there's mixed feelings about this decision today... that we should be at a lower standard," board member Sean Maguire said before the vote. "But I do want to take a step back and look at California as compared to the rest of the nation, and I think here we are actually leading the way." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Community members and health advocates worry California's limit doesn't do enough to protect public health from the metal. They want the state to adopt a drinking water limit closer to the public health goal of 0.02 parts per billion, the level scientists have said does not pose significant health risks.
"This really leaves a lot of California communities unprotected from that really potent carcinogen," said Tasha Stoiber, senior scientist with the Environmental Working Group.

    


The board is required by law to set a limit as close to the public health goal as is economically and technologically feasible. 
Some public water providers warned that with the new standard customers will pay more for water and the financial burden will disproportionately fall on disadvantaged communities. And some chemical industry groups have said the limit is not based on the most recent science. 
The new limit will cost public water systems $483,446 to $172.6 million annually to monitor and treat water exceeding the standard, according to state water board estimates. 
Castulo Estrada, board vice president of the Coachella Valley Water District and utilities manager for Coachella city, said the limit would have "unprecedented" impacts on residents and customers. He said all six of the city of Coachella's wells have chromium-6 above 10 parts per billion and that installing technology to lower levels to the limit would cost an estimated $90 million. "That would increase monthly bills." 
Ana Maria Perez, a Monterey County resident, urged the board to set a lower limit that would protect communities with chronic water contamination. "We have been waiting for a chromium-6 limit that protects our health," she said in Spanish. "It's not fair that many people must get sick."

    


Water providers will need to start testing for chromium-6, which is naturally occurring and produced in industrial processes, within six months of the effective date, anticipated in October. If water tests above the limit, they will need to submit a compliance plan within 90 days and comply within two to four years, depending on how many customers are served.
Chromium is naturally occurring in soil, plants, animals, rocks and more, and can leach from soil into groundwater. It comes in various forms, including chromium-6, and is used in electroplating, stainless steel production, leather tanning, textile manufacturing and wood preservation, which all can contribute to drinking water contamination, according to the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment.
While scientists have known for decades that inhaling chromium-6 can cause lung cancer, it was uncertain for a long time whether ingestion could cause cancer, too.

    


Studies by the National Toxicology Program changed that. Rodents that drank water with high levels of chromium-6 over two years developed intestinal and oral cancer, results showed. 
Some researchers have criticized the studies, saying the chemical concentrations the rodents were given were thousands of times higher than what U.S. drinking water supplies would have.
The California environmental health hazard agency is updating its public health goal for hexavalent chromium, which was finalized in 2011 at 0.02 parts per billion. At that level, the lifetime risk for cancer is one-in-one-million, an amount generally accepted by health experts. 
Some health advocates urged the board to wait to establish a limit until an updated public health goal is released. But some environmental justice nonprofits that favor a lower limit said the board should not wait longer.

    


With California's new limit, the risk of cancer is 500 times greater than the public health goal. One person out of 2,000 exposed for 70 years to drinking water with 10 parts per billion of chromium-6 may experience cancer, according to a state water staff report.
Studies on the health impacts of ingesting chromium-6 through drinking water are limited, said Maria-Nefeli Georgaki, an environmental health specialist who has studied the health effects of ingesting chromium-6. But, she added, a maximum of 10 parts per billion is an important start that should then be "adjusted according to both the public health issues that arise, and the new research data, at specific regular intervals." 
Water staff must review standards every five years. But during Wednesday's meeting, Darrin Polhemus, deputy director for the water board's drinking water division, said they are constantly reviewing standards. 
In 2014, the state adopted a limit of 10 parts per billion but it was overturned in 2017 for failing to consider whether the rule would be economically feasible. 
The standard is the latest chapter in a decades-long fight to regulate the chemical that gained notoriety with the 2000 movie "Erin Brockovich," which won Julia Roberts the Best Actress Oscar. In the 1990s, Brockovich helped investigate groundwater contaminated with chromium-6 that was sickening a Southern California community. Residents eventually won a $333 million settlement with Pacific Gas & Electric Co. for contaminating their water.
------ 
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment.
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Shapiro aims to eliminate waiting list for services for intellectually disabled adults

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro speaks during a President Joe Biden campaign event in Scranton, Pa., Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Gov. Josh Shapiro and his top human services official said Wednesday that the administration has a plan to end a waiting list of thousands of families who are considered to be in dire need of help for an intellectually disabled adult relative.
Shapiro and Human Services Secretary Val Arkoosh said it is vitally important to the plan for lawmakers to approve a funding increase for state-subsidized services, such as in private homes or group homes. 
Shapiro's administration considers the funding increase a first step that is intended to boost the salaries of employees who, through nonprofit service agencies, work with the intellectually disabled.
"Over the next several years, if this budget passes, there will be a plan in place to finally end that waiting list," Arkoosh told a discussion group at BARC Developmental Services in Warminster. "It's a big deal."

    


Pennsylvania has maintained a growing waiting list of people seeking such services for decades, as have the vast majority of states.
Roughly 500,000 people with developmental or intellectual disabilities are waiting for services in 38 states, according to a 2023 survey by KFF, a health policy research group. Most people on those lists live in states that don't screen for eligibility before adding them to a list.




Federal law doesn't require states to provide home and community-based services, and what states cover varies. In Pennsylvania, the state uses its own dollars, plus federal matching dollars, to cover home and community-based services for intellectually disabled adults. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, the state's money hasn't met the demand, and in Pennsylvania, roughly 4,500 families with an intellectually disabled adult relative are on what's called an emergency waiting list for help, the state Department of Human Services said.
"These are the critical of the critical," said Sherri Landis, executive director of The Arc of Pennsylvania, which advocates for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

    


In many cases, parents on the emergency waiting list have grown old waiting for help for their adult child whom they are increasingly struggling to look after. 
One major problem is the difficulty in finding and hiring people to take jobs as care workers. That problem has grown significantly as the COVID-19 pandemic increased stress across the spectrum of workers in health care and direct care disciplines.
Shapiro's budget proposal includes an extra $216 million in state aid, or 12% more, to boost worker salaries and help agencies fill open positions. Federal matching dollars brings the total to about $480 million.
The funding request is part of a $48.3 billion budget that Shapiro is proposing to lawmakers for the 2024-25 fiscal year beginning July 1.
BARC's executive director, Mary Sautter, told Shapiro that her agency has a worker vacancy rate of 48%, forcing current employees to work overtime or extra shifts.
"There is a way to fix that and we've known that there's been a way to fix that for a long time, which is to pay people more and be able to hire more people and be able to fill more slots with people who need support and assistance," Shapiro told the discussion group at BARC.

    


Shapiro's administration envisions several years of increased funding that will eventually lead to expanding the number of people who can be served and eliminate the emergency waiting list.
Shapiro's 2024-25 proposal is about half the amount that advocates say is needed to fix a system beset by staffing shortages and low pay. But they also say this year's funding proposal, plus a multiyear commitment to eliminate the waiting list, would be an unprecedented injection of money into the system.
"This is the entire boat coming to rescue a system that is really struggling," Landis said. "And people deserve services."
___
Follow Marc Levy at www.twitter.com/timelywriter.
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Olympic champion Suni Lee back in form after debilitating kidney ailment

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Suni Lee competes on the balance beam at the U.S. Gymnastics Championships, Friday, Aug. 25, 2023, in San Jose, Calif. Olympic gymnastics all-around champion Suni Lee revealed this week that at the height of a mystery kidney ailment last year, she gained around 45 pounds in water weight that made her question whether a return to top form was even possible. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn, File)]
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[image: Suni Lee, center, speaks during a press conference at the Team USA Media Summit in New York, Monday, April 15, 2024. From left are gymnasts Evita Griskenas, Yul Moldauer, Lee, Brody Malone and Kayla DiCello. Olympic gymnastics all-around champion Suni Lee revealed this week that at the height of her battle with kidney disease last year, she gained around 45 pounds in water weight that made her question whether a return to top form was even possible. (AP Photo/Brittainy Newman)]
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[image: American gymnast Suni Lee poses for a portrait Monday, April 15, 2024, in New York. Olympic gymnastics all-around champion Suni Lee revealed this week that at the height of her battle with kidney disease last year, she gained around 45 pounds in water weight that made her question whether a return to top form was even possible. (AP Photo/Brittainy Newman)]
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            3 of 3 | American gymnast Suni Lee poses for a portrait Monday, April 15, 2024, in New York. Olympic gymnastics all-around champion Suni Lee revealed this week that at the height of her battle with kidney disease last year, she gained around 45 pounds in water weight that made her question whether a return to top form was even possible. (AP Photo/Brittainy Newman)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
American gymnast Suni Lee poses for a portrait Monday, April 15, 2024, in New York. Olympic gymnastics all-around champion Suni Lee revealed this week that at the height of her battle with kidney disease last year, she gained around 45 pounds in water weight that made her question whether a return to top form was even possible. (AP Photo/Brittainy Newman)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By EDDIE PELLS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Olympic gymnastics all-around champion Suni Lee revealed that at the height of dealing with a kidney disease last year, she questioned whether a return to top form was even possible.
"My motivation started to fall," Lee said this week at the Team USA media summit.
"I could not bend my legs the slightest, I couldn't squeeze my fingers, my face was swollen," Lee said, noting she retained 45 pounds in water weight. "I looked like a completely different person. It was very, very miserable."
She said she lived with constant pain, nausea and lightheadedness.
"We have it under control now," she said. "We know what to do and the right medication to take."
The then-18-year-old Lee was thrust into the spotlight at the Tokyo Games when teammate and reigning Olympic champion Simone Biles unexpectedly dropped out in the middle of the team final, citing her mental health. Lee hadn't been in the original lineup for the U.S. team's floor exercise but scored a team-best 13.666 to help the Americans claim a silver medal.

    


A few days later, Lee became the fifth straight American woman to win the Olympic all-around title, using a dazzling set on uneven bars -- her signature event -- to edge Brazil's Rebeca Andrade in a tight final that turned Lee into a star.




On to Auburn University she went, but she left the Tigers upon falling ill after her sophomore season last year. She was never a sure thing to come back for Paris, but now she's expected to make the U.S. team, along with Biles, who is coming back as well.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Initially I decided I wanted to come back because I really was only getting better and I love gymnastics," Lee said. "I was not ready to be done and I wanted to prove to myself that I could be better than I was at the last Olympics."
Lee is working on a new bars move that, if she pulls it off in an international competition, could be named after her in the sport's Code of Points.

    


She said she had a strong support system back home in Minneapolis, which helped her get back on the road to the Olympics.
"I was learning my new skill and I was still able to catch it even at less than 100%," she said. "It made me realize how much better I was than I thought."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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    [image: FILE - The Lyrid meteor shower is seen over Burg on the Baltic Sea island of Fehmarn off Germany, Friday, April 20, 2018. The Lyrids occur every year in mid-to-late April. Peak activity for 2024 happens Sunday, April 21 into Monday, April 22, with 10 to 20 meteors expected per hour, weather permitting. Viewing lasts through April 29. (Daniel Reinhardt/dpa via AP, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Lyrid meteor shower is underway. But with a nearly full moon in the sky during the peak, it might be tough to see clearly. 
The Lyrids occur every year in mid-to-late April. This year's peak activity happens Sunday into Monday, with 10 to 20 meteors expected per hour. Viewing lasts through April 29. 
Here's what to know about the Lyrids and other meteor showers. 
What is a meteor shower? 
Multiple meteor showers occur annually and you don't need special equipment to see them. 
Most meteor showers originate from the debris of comets. The source of the Lyrids is the comet Thatcher. 
When rocks from space enter Earth's atmosphere, the resistance from the air makes them very hot. This causes the air to glow around them and briefly leaves a fiery tail behind them -- the end of a "shooting star." 
The glowing pockets of air around fast-moving space rocks, ranging from the size of a dust particle to a boulder, may be visible in the night sky.

    


How to view a meteor shower
Meteor showers are usually most visible between midnight and predawn hours, and don't require special equipment. Just look up. 
It's easier to see shooting stars under dark skies, away from city lights. Meteor showers also appear brightest on cloudless nights when the moon wanes smallest.


"Look to the northeast and just keep staring at the same spot in the sky" to see the Lyrids, said University of Warwick astronomer Don Pollacco. "It's always impressive when you see these things." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The clearest sighting for the Lyrids is in the Northern Hemisphere, but moonlight will interfere with viewing, according to the American Meteor Society. 
Under ideal conditions, "the meteors often appear very bright with bluish trails and often the trails seem to hang around for a few seconds in the sky," said Pollacco. 
When is the next meteor shower?
The meteor society keeps an updated list of upcoming large meteor showers, including the peak viewing days and moonlight conditions. 

    


The Eta Aquarids meteor shower peaks in early May with best viewing in the Southern Hemisphere. The shower is caused by debris from Halley's comet. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Indonesians leave homes near erupting volcano and airport closes due to ash danger

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Mount Ruang volcano is seen during the eruption from Tagulandang island, Indonesia, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Indonesian authorities closed an airport and residents left homes near an erupting volcano Thursday due to the dangers of spreading ash, falling rocks, hot volcanic clouds and the possibility of a tsunami. (AP Photo/ Hendra Ambalao)]
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[image: In this photo released by Sitaro Regional Disaster Management Agency (BPBD Sitaro), hot molten lava glows at the crater of Mount Ruang as it erupts in Sanguine Islands, Indonesia, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Indonesian authorities issued a tsunami alert Wednesday after eruptions at Ruang mountain sent ash thousands of feet high. Officials ordered more than 11,000 people to leave the area. (BPBD Sitaro via AP)]
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                                        MANADO, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesian authorities closed an airport and residents left homes near an erupting volcano Thursday due to the dangers of spreading ash, falling rocks, hot volcanic clouds and the possibility of a tsunami.

Mount Ruang on the northern side of Sulawesi Island had at least five large eruptions Wednesday, causing the Center for Volcanology and Geological Disaster Mitigation to issue its highest-level alert, indicating an active eruption. 

The crater emitted white-gray smoke continuously during the day Thursday, reaching more than 500 meters (1,600 feet) above the peak. 

People have been ordered to stay at least 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) from the 725-meter (2,378 foot) mountain. More than 11,000 people live in the affected area and were told to leave. At least 800 have done so.

An international airport in Manado city was temporarily closed Thursday as volcanic ash was spewed into the air.





    



"We have to close flight operations at Sam Ratulangi Airport due to the spread of volcanic ash, which could endanger flight safety," said Ambar Suryoko, head of the regional airport authority.

Eruptions Wednesday evening spewed volcanic ash approximately 70,000 feet into the atmosphere, according to the Australian Bureau of Meteorology's Volcanic Ash Advisory Centre. The bureau said in a statement Thursday it was tracking and forecasting the ash dispersion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Indonesia's volcanology center noted the risks from the volcanic eruption include the possibility that part of the volcano could collapse into the sea and cause a tsunami. In December 2018, Indonesia's Anak Krakatau volcano island erupted and collapsed, losing around 3/4 its volume and triggering a powerful tsunami that killed more than 400 people. An 1871 eruption at Mount Ruang also triggered a tsunami.

    



Tagulandang Island, east of the Ruang volcano, could be at risk if a collapse occurred. Its residents were among those being told to evacuate.

"People who live in the Tagulandang Island area and are within a 6-kilometer radius must be immediately evacuated to a safe place outside the 6-kilometer radius," Abdul Muhari, spokesperson of the National Disaster Mitigation Agency, said Thursday. "And especially those who live near the coast should be aware of the potential for incandescent rocks to erupt, hot clouds and tsunami waves that could be triggered by the collapse of a volcanic body into the sea." 

The agency said residents will be relocated to Manado, the nearest city, on Sulawesi island -- a six-hour journey by boat.

Indonesia, an archipelago of 270 million people, has 120 active volcanoes. It is prone to volcanic activity because it sits along the "Ring of Fire," a horseshoe-shaped series of seismic fault lines around the Pacific Ocean.

___

AP writer Rod McGuirk contributed from Sydney.
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