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Miscalculation Leads to Escalation as Israel and Iran Clash



Israeli officials say they didn't see a strike on a high-level Iranian target in Syria as a provocation, and did not give Washington a heads-up about it until right before it happened.




The Iranian Embassy complex in Damascus, Syria, a day after an airstrike by Israel.




By Ronen Bergman, Farnaz Fassihi, Eric Schmitt, Adam Entous and Richard Perez-Pena


Apr 17, 2024


Israel was mere moments away from an airstrike on April 1 that killed several senior Iranian commanders at Iran's embassy complex in Syria when it told the United States what was about to happen.



Israel's closest ally had just been caught off guard.



Aides quickly alerted Jake Sullivan, President Biden's national security adviser; Jon Finer, the deputy national security adviser; Brett McGurk, Mr. Biden's Middle East coordinator; and others, who saw that the strike could have serious consequences, a U.S. official said. Publicly, U.S. officials voiced support for Israel, but privately, they expressed anger that it would take such aggressive action against Iran without consulting Washington.



The Israelis had badly miscalculated, thinking that Iran would not react strongly, according to multiple American officials who were involved in high-level discussions after the attack, a view shared by a senior Israeli official. On Saturday, Iran launched a retaliatory barrage of more than 300 drones and missiles at Israel, an unexpectedly large-scale response, if one that did minimal damage.



The events made clear that the unwritten rules of engagement in the long-simmering conflict between Israel and Iran have changed drastically in recent months, making it harder than ever for each side to gauge the other's intentions and reactions.



Since the Oct. 7 attack on Israel by Hamas, an Iranian ally, and Israel's subsequent bombardment of the Gaza Strip, there has been escalation after escalation and miscalculation after miscalculation, raising fears of a retribution cycle that could potentially become an all-out war.



Even after it became clear that Iran would retaliate, U.S. and Israeli officials initially thought the scale of the response would be fairly limited, before scrambling to revise their assessment again and again. Now the focus is on what Israel will do next -- and how Iran might respond.



"We are in a situation where basically everybody can claim victory," said Ali Vaez, the Iran director of the International Crisis Group. "Iran can say that it took revenge, Israel can say it defeated the Iranian attack and the United States can say it successfully deterred Iran and defended Israel."



But Mr. Vaez said: "If we get into another round of tit for tat, it can easily spiral out of control, not just for Iran and Israel, but for the rest of the region and the entire world."




Iranians gathered in Palestine Square in Tehran after their country struck Israel.




This account of these tense weeks is gleaned from interviews with U.S. officials, as well as officials from Israel, Iran and other Middle Eastern states. All of them spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters they were not authorized to reveal publicly.



Planning for the Israeli strike in Syria started two months earlier, two Israeli officials said. The target was Mohammad Reza Zahedi, the commander for Syria and Lebanon of Iran's elite Quds Force, a branch of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps.



About a week beforehand, on March 22, the Israeli war cabinet approved the operation, according to internal Israeli defense records that summarized preparations for the strike and were viewed by The New York Times. The Israeli military did not comment on the internal assessment.



Those records also outlined the range of responses from Iran that the Israeli government expected, among them small-scale attacks by proxies and a small-scale attack from Iran. None of the assessments predicted the ferocity of the Iranian response that actually occurred.



From the day of the strike, Iran 
vowed retaliation
, both publicly and through diplomatic channels. But it also sent messages privately that it did not want outright war with Israel -- and even less so with the United States -- and it waited 12 days to attack.



American officials found themselves in an odd and uncomfortable position: They had been kept in the dark about an important action by a close ally, Israel, even as Iran, a longtime adversary, telegraphed its intentions well in advance. The United States and its allies have spent weeks engaged in intensive diplomacy, trying to tamp down first the expected Iranian counterattack, and now the temptation for Israel to reply in kind.



When it came this past Saturday night, 
Iran's show of force
 was significant, but Israel, the United States and other allies intercepted nearly all of the missiles and drones. The few that reached their targets had little effect. Iranian officials say the attack was designed to inflict limited damage. 



U.S. officials have been telling Israeli leaders to see their successful defense as a victory, suggesting that little or no further reply is needed. But despite 
international calls for de-escalation
, Israeli officials argue that Iran's attack requires yet another response, which Iran says it would answer with still more force, making the situation more volatile.



"The question now is how does Israel respond in a way to prevent Iran from rewriting the rules of the game without provoking a new cycle of state-on-state violence," said Dana Stroul, a former top Middle East policy official at the Pentagon who is now at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.



In fact, Israeli leaders came close to ordering widespread strikes in Iran on the night Iran attacked,  according to Israeli officials.



Israeli officials say the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas, which caught them by surprise, changed the ground rules of regional conflict. To its enemies, it was Israel's bombing and invasion of Gaza that did that, and it led to increased rocket fire by Hezbollah, Iran's proxy in Lebanon. That in turn drew heavy fire from Israel. 



The 
Israeli airstrike in Damascus
 killed seven Iranian officers, three of them generals, including Mr. Zahedi. In the past, Israel had repeatedly killed Iranian fighters, commanders and nuclear scientists, but no single strike had wiped out so much of Iran's military leadership.




The funeral in Tehran for seven Iranian commanders and officers killed in an Israeli airstrike in Damascus, Syria.




By March, the relationship between the Biden administration and Israel had grown increasingly fraught, as Washington criticized the Israeli assault in Gaza as needlessly deadly and destructive -- "over the top," as President Biden put it.



Then came the Israeli strike in Damascus. Not only did the Israelis wait until the last minute to give word of it to the United States, but when they did so
,
 it was a relatively low-level notification, U.S. officials said.
 
Nor was there any indication how sensitive the target would be.



The Israelis later acknowledged that they had badly misjudged the consequences of the strike, U.S. officials and an Israeli official said.



Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III complained directly to Israel's defense minister, Yoav Gallant, in a call on April 3, U.S. officials said, confirming an 
earlier report
 by The Washington Post. Mr. Austin said that the attack put U.S. forces in the region at risk, and that the lack of warning had left no time to ratchet up their defenses. Mr. Gallant had no immediate comment.



The vulnerability of thousands of U.S. troops deployed in the Middle East became all too clear earlier in the Israel-Hamas war, when Iranian-backed militias fired on them repeatedly, 
killing three
 and injuring more than 100. Those attacks stopped in early February only after 
retaliation by the United States
 and ominous warnings to Iran.



  




President Biden returning to the Oval Office on Saturday to consult with his national security team.




The night of the Damascus strike, Iran's Ministry of Foreign Affairs summoned the Swiss ambassador in Tehran to convey Iran's outrage to Washington, along with the message that it viewed the United States, Israel's primary backer, as accountable for the attack.



Using Oman, Turkey and Switzerland as intermediaries -- Iran and the United States do not have formal diplomatic relations -- the United States made clear to Iran that it had not been involved and that it did not want war.



The Iranian government went on an unusually open and broad diplomatic campaign, spreading the word that it saw the attack as a violation of its sovereignty that required retaliation.



The government publicized that it was exchanging messages with the United States and that Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian was speaking with representatives of countries in the region, high-level European officials and leaders of the United Nations.




The foreign minister of Iran, Hossein Amir Abdollahian, speaking at a news conference in Tehran on Monday.




On April 7, Mr. Abdollahian met in Muscat, Oman, with his Omani counterpart, Badr Albusaidi. Oman is one of the main intermediaries between Tehran and the West. The Iranian message at that meeting, according to a diplomat briefed on it, was that Iran had to strike back but that it would keep its attack contained, and that it was not seeking a regional war.



Before and after that meeting there was a whirlwind of phone calls between Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken; Mr. Biden; Mr. Austin; Mr. Sullivan; their counterparts in Israel, China, India and Iraq; NATO allies; and others, officials said. 



The Biden administration did not think it could dissuade Iran from attacking at all, a U.S. official said, but 
hoped to limit the scale
.



Mr. Blinken talked to senior Israeli cabinet members, assuring them that the United States would help defend against an Iranian attack, and urging them not to mount a rash counterstrike without weighing all considerations.



American and Israeli intelligence agencies worked closely together, with help from Jordan and other Middle Eastern countries, to learn what they could about Iran's intentions.




A battery that is part of Israel's Iron Dome air defense system deployed near Jerusalem.




Intermediaries and allies told the United States and Israel that Iran planned to hit military sites and not civilian targets, U.S. and Israeli officials said.



Iran's message was that it would temper its attack so as not to elicit an Israeli counterstrike, Israeli and Iranian officials said. But in reality, the Israelis said, Iran was expanding its attack plans, and wanted at least some of its weapons to penetrate Israel's defenses.



Initially, Israel's military and intelligence services expected Iran to launch no more than 10 surface-to-surface missiles at Israel, an attack they code-named "Late Foliage." By the middle of last week, they realized Iran had something much bigger in mind, and the Israelis increased their estimate to 60 to 70 surface-to-surface missiles. Even that turned out to be too low.



On Wednesday, Mr. Biden publicly reinforced what he and his aides had repeatedly said: Despite friction with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the American commitment to defending Israel from attacks was "
ironclad
."



Still, the Biden administration also redoubled its diplomatic efforts to head off a confrontation, and Iranian officials said their government fielded calls last week urging restraint from countries across Asia, Europe and Africa -- an effort they described as frantic. 



Turkey, relaying an Iranian message, told the United States that Iran's attack would be proportionate to the Damascus strike, according to a Turkish diplomatic source. Mr. Abdollahian, Iran's foreign minister, told state television the day after the Iranian barrage that Iran had given its neighbors 72 hours' notice of the attack, though the specifics of that warning are unclear.



Israeli officials say that, thanks in part to international cooperation, they had a good idea in advance of Iran's targets and weapons. The Israel Defense Forces evacuated families from some air bases and moved aircraft out of harm's way.




The view from Ashkelon, Israel, where an antimissile system was activated after Iran launched a barrage toward Israel.




The U.S. military coordinated aerial defense efforts with Israeli, British and French forces as well as -- crucially -- those of Jordan, which lies between Iran and Israel. The United States and Israel had been working quietly for years with friendly Arab countries to develop a regional air defense system with shared detection and alerts. The effort picked up steam after 
several drone attacks
 against Saudi Arabian oil facilities in 2019. 



News of the first wave of the Iranian attack on Saturday, consisting of 185 relatively slow drones, spread worldwide hours before any of them reached Israel. The three dozen cruise missiles Iran launched later were much faster, but the biggest challenge was Iran's ballistic missiles, which traveled several times as fast as the speed of sound. Iran fired 110 of them, posing the first major test of Israel's anti-ballistic missile defense system.



American, British, French, Israeli and Jordanian warplanes and air defense systems shot down most of the drones and missiles before they reached Israel. Only 75 entered Israeli airspace, where most of those were shot down, too, Israeli officials said. The attack did only minor damage to one air base, and only one serious injury was reported.



Throughout the strike, Iran's Foreign Ministry and the Revolutionary Guards kept open a hotline to Oman's government, to pass messages back and forth with the United States, Iranian officials said.



At 3 a.m., the Swiss ambassador in Tehran was summoned again -- not to the Foreign Ministry, the usual practice, but to a Revolutionary Guards base, according to an Iranian and a U.S. official. She was asked to convey a message that the United States should stay out of the fight, and that if Israel retaliated, Iran would strike again, harder and without warning.



Iran cast its barrage against Israel as a measured, justified act that should not lead to escalation.



"We carried out a limited operation, at the same level and proportion to the evil actions of the Zionist regime," Maj. Gen. Hossein Salami, commander in chief of the Revolutionary Guards, said on state television. "These operations could have been a lot larger."




The house of Amina al-Hasoni, outside Arad, Israel, was damaged after Iran launched drones and missiles toward Israel on Sunday.




Mr. Biden told Mr. Netanyahu in a call that Israel's successful defense had demonstrated its technical superiority, according to John F. Kirby, a spokesman for the National Security Council.



"The president urged the prime minister to think about what that success says all by itself to the rest of the region," Mr. Kirby said on Monday.



But in interviews, Israeli officials described the attack in far more dire terms, in part because of its sheer scale. They emphasized that this was a sovereign nation, from its own soil, attacking Israel directly, and not through proxies abroad. 



Israel's war cabinet had ordered the military to draw up plans for a wide-ranging set of strikes against targets in Iran in the event of a large-scale Iranian attack. After news came of the Iranian launches on Saturday, some leaders argued behind closed doors that Israel should retaliate immediately.



Waiting, they said, would allow international pressure for Israeli restraint to build, and could let Iran think that it had set new ground rules for the conflict, which Israel considered unacceptable. Among the leaders making that argument, according to three Israeli officials, were Benny Gantz and Gadi Eisenkot, former military chiefs of staff who were in the Parliamentary opposition to Mr. Netanyahu's right-wing government and are usually considered less hawkish, but who joined the war cabinet last fall.



The Israeli Air Force was ready to carry out the order, but it never came. On Saturday night, after Mr. Netanyahu spoke with Mr. Biden, and because the damage was limited, the war cabinet postponed a decision, and more postponements followed.



The world is still waiting to see what Israel will do.




A billboard in Tehran offered a message to Israel on Monday.




Reporting was contributed by 
Sheera Frenkel
, 
Isabel Kershner
, 
Michael Crowley
, 
Vivian Nereim
 and 
Safak Timur
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/world/middleeast/iran-israel-attack.html
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Senate Dismisses First of Two Impeachment Charges Against Mayorkas



Democrats moved quickly to sweep aside the article of impeachment accusing the homeland security secretary of refusing to enforce immigration laws, calling it unconstitutional.




Republicans had insisted that Senator Chuck Schumer, the majority leader, hold a trial in which House impeachment managers would lay out their accusations.




By Luke Broadwater


Apr 17, 2024


The Senate on Wednesday dismissed the first of two articles of impeachment against Alejandro N. Mayorkas, the homeland security secretary, voting along party lines before his trial got underway to sweep aside the charge accusing him of failing to enforce immigration laws.



By a vote of 51 to 48, with one senator voting "present," the Senate ruled that the charge was unconstitutional because it failed to meet the constitutional bar of a high crime or misdemeanor. Republicans united in opposition except for Senator Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, the lone "present" vote, while Democrats were unanimous in favor, after arguing that a cabinet member cannot be impeached and removed merely for carrying out the policies of the administration he serves.



"To validate this gross abuse by the House would be a grave mistake and could set a dangerous precedent for the future," said Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, the majority leader.



Republicans, for their part, warned that the dangerous precedent was the one that Democrats set by moving to skip an impeachment trial altogether, which they argued was a shirking of the Senate's constitutional duty. They tried several times to delay the dismissal, failing on a series of party-line votes.



"Tabling articles of impeachment would be unprecedented in the history of the Senate -- it's as simple as that," said Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the minority leader.



Mr. Schumer moved immediately to strike down the second article of impeachment against Mr. Mayorkas, alleging a breach of the public trust, thus skipping the trial altogether. A vote was expected later on Wednesday.



Republican senators were outraged at Mr. Schumer's maneuvering. Some accused him of degrading the institution of the Senate and the Constitution itself. Others beat their desks as they called for a delay of the trial for two weeks, until next month or even until after the November election.



Senator Mike Lee of Utah, visibly flummoxed. rushed around the chamber trying to strategize with his fellow Republicans.



Mr. Mayorkas is the first sitting cabinet member in United States history to be impeached. William Belknap, the secretary of war, was impeached in 1876, but he resigned just minutes before the scheduled vote.




On Tuesday, Mr. Mayorkas was testifying in front of a House committee. 




Unlike Belknap, Mr. Mayorkas was never accused of corruption or of any crime other than carrying out immigration policies that Republicans oppose.



Democrats have denounced the impeachment of Mr. Mayorkas as illegitimate and politicized. Legal experts have called the case against him groundless, arguing that the accusations against him do not rise to the level of impeachable offenses. But Republicans pushed forward anyway in what was essentially a bid to blame the secretary for President Biden's immigration policies, which they contend have fueled a wave of illegal migration.



The vote came after Republicans spent much of the day railing against chaos at the southern border and blaming the Biden administration for it. Under Mr. Biden, crossings at the southern border 
have reached record highs.
 Republicans insisted Mr. Schumer hold a trial in which House impeachment managers would lay out their accusations.



Failing to do so, Mr. McConnell said, "would mean running both from our fundamental responsibility and from the glaring truth of the record-breaking crisis at our southern border."



Mr. McConnell did not mention that 
he voted in favor
 of an unsuccessful Republican effort in 2021 to dismiss a second impeachment case against Mr. Trump over the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol before the Senate held a trial.



On Wednesday, the Senate prepared to transform itself into a court of impeachment, with senators sworn in on the floor and required to sit at their desks to begin the proceeding. But they spent much of the afternoon haggling over whether to have the trial at all.



After the first charge was dismissed, Mr. Lee rose on the floor and angrily demanded, "If this is not a high crime and misdemeanor, what is?"



Mr. Mayorkas has spent months essentially ignoring the case and continuing to work. He negotiated a border security deal with both Senate Republicans and Democrats 
that fell apart after former President Donald J. Trump opposed it
.



Mr. Mayorkas spent Tuesday on Capitol Hill talking about his agency's budget request and calling on Congress to provide the department with more resources to enforce border laws, hire more personnel and pass the legislation he negotiated.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/us/politics/senate-alejandro-mayorkas-impeachment-charge.html
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Inside the Late-Night Parties Where Hawaii Politicians Raked In Money



After the state passed a law barring government contractors from donating to politicians, fund-raising parties showed just how completely the reform effort failed.




Since 2006, when reforms went into place, people tied to government contractors have contributed more than $24 million to Hawaii politicians.




By Blaze Lovell, Eric Sagara and Irene Casado Sanchez


Apr 17, 2024


For the better part of a decade, some of Hawaii's most powerful people huddled together at late-night parties in a cramped second-floor office where lobbyists and executives seeking government contracts lined up to drop cash and checks into a metal lockbox.



That was the entry fee for these extraordinary political fund-raisers. Inside the office, just a short walk from the State Capitol in downtown Honolulu, dozens of guests were served sushi prepared by professional chefs and unlimited beer and liquor.



At the end of the night, Wesley Yonamine, the host and a high-ranking airport official, would, together with the politicians, pop open the box and dole out campaign contributions according to a list of pledges obtained before each event.



As described by attendees, a typical party could bring in thousands of dollars in donations, giving some elected officials almost half their annual campaign haul in a single night.



It was not supposed to work this way. In 2005, in response to a series of scandals, Hawaii passed a law that barred government contractors from giving money to politicians. It was billed as one of the nation's most ambitious efforts to end pay-to-play in contracting and designed to fundamentally change the political culture of a state steeped in corruption.



But legislators wrote a loophole into the law, effectively gutting it: The ban would apply only to donations from the actual corporate entities that got contracts, but not to their owners, employees or any related businesses.



Mr. Yonamine's parties illustrated just how completely the reform effort failed.




Wesley Yonamine, an airport official who hosted the events, at a University of Hawaii football game in 2012.




Today, Hawaii is reeling from its latest government corruption scandal, with state officials accused of taking bribes from Milton Choy, a prominent businessman who wore a wire for at least a year as part of a deal with the federal government.



But that is just one glimpse of the role money plays in politics here.



An examination of Hawaii's contracting system by The New York Times and Honolulu Civil Beat offers a detailed look at the workings of a state known for favoritism and patronage, a culture where big companies with ties to politicians have historically dominated.



"Pay-to-play is woven into the DNA of the statehood of Hawaii," said Camron Hurt, director of Common Cause Hawaii, a watchdog group. He pointed to the 1893 overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom that led to an "oligarchy" of businessmen, sugar barons and large landowners lasting decades. The industries involved had close ties to the ruling political parties well into the 1960s and 1970s, when Hawaii's campaign finance regulations were written.



A Times and Civil Beat analysis of campaign donations and contracts found that since 2006 -- the year the pay-to-play law went into place -- people tied to government contractors have provided a remarkable percentage of the money fueling state and local politics. They have given state and local Hawaii politicians more than $24 million: about one-fifth of all donations made. Of that total, $6 million has come from people tied to just 15 companies.



Most donors rarely mentioned their employers in public records designed to bring transparency to political donations. But The Times and Civil Beat, reviewing hundreds of thousands of campaign records, linked more than 28,000 of the donations to contractors.



The analysis almost certainly captured only some contributions, in part because the state could not provide a full list of contractors. In fact, record keeping is so poor that some vendor information is collected only on paper, while electronic records are riddled with errors. Several of the state's biggest agencies did not respond to repeated requests for financial records or said they could not find them.



The examination found more than a dozen examples over the past six years of people tied to contractors donating to political campaigns in the months before key decisions led to deals.



Some of the elected officials who could crack down on favoritism are themselves benefiting from the lack of oversight. At least a dozen legislators have worked for or co-owned companies that won state contracts, some profiting in ways that have not been previously reported.



The Times contacted every politician and campaign donor named in this article. Most of those who responded said there was no link between campaign donations and the contracts they won.



Mr. Yonamine acknowledged hosting the fund-raisers but declined requests for a detailed interview. In a brief statement, he denied influencing any contract awards and said he was "raised to give back to the community."



"It's what drove me to work in public service for 36 years," he said. "Helping those seeking elected office by supporting their fund-raisers is an extension of these values and an important aspect of civic engagement afforded citizens under the law."




Milton Choy at court with his lawyer, Michael Green, left. Mr. Choy and his associates donated more than $28,000 to political campaigns around the time of the parties.




Political donations are regulated by the Hawaii Campaign Spending Commission, which has a staff of just five people who are responsible for tracking tens of millions of dollars in campaign contributions.



Gary Kam, the commission's general counsel, acknowledged that the law restricted only a small portion of donations. Executives can give freely, and if bundled together, in greater amounts than if their company donated on its own. Expanding the law to cover those people is the "key to it all," he said.



Many people charged with campaign finance violations have been allowed to keep giving -- and to keep getting contracts, The Times and Civil Beat found.



Michael Matsumoto, president of the engineering firm SSFM International, pleaded no contest to money laundering involving campaign funds in 2003. He has since contributed $130,000 to a range of politicians, and the company continues to win public work. He declined to comment.



People with ties to another major contributor are on trial for corruption. In 2022, federal prosecutors accused the chief executive of the engineering firm Mitsunaga & Associates and four of its employees of bribing Keith Kaneshiro, who was the top prosecutor in Honolulu, with campaign contributions to pursue a criminal case against a former employee. The defendants have pleaded not guilty.



Dennis Mitsunaga, the chief executive, encouraged others, including family members and people with ties to his company, to donate to candidates, his lawyers said in court. People linked to the firm have donated heavily to a range of politicians, and the firm has won at least $49 million in state contracts since 2011.



All contracts awarded to the firm "were based on merit," said Nina Marino, a lawyer for Mr. Mitsunaga.



Mr. Kaneshiro's lawyer argued that campaign contributions made to gain access to politicians were "perfectly legal."




Lawmakers who control large sums of government money have been among the largest recipients of the campaign contributions.




Other states have been more successful in curbing big campaign contributions from companies seeking government work. In Connecticut, for example, a ban on donations from corporate officers with contracts has wiped out a large swath of campaign funds, according to Joshua Foley, a lawyer for the State Elections Enforcement Commission.



While contractors in Hawaii account for about 20 percent of campaign donations, in Connecticut "the percentage is zero," Mr. Foley said.



Following recent corruption scandals, the Hawaii Legislature convened a watchdog panel to recommend new laws to improve government transparency. But lawmakers have so far refused to adopt some of the panel's most meaningful corrective measures.



Notably, bills that would have closed the loophole in the law by prohibiting campaign contributions from company owners, officers and their immediate family members have failed year after year, including in the current legislative session.



Timely Donations



People tied to big contractors gave more than $1,000 on average -- nearly twice as much as political donors who had no obvious government connections, the analysis found. They were also twice as likely to give the maximum for some offices.



Often, their campaign contributions seemed to go to the right people at the right time.



Take R.M. Towill Corporation, a large engineering firm where employees in 2003 were fined for illegal campaign contributions. In the months leading up to the 2022 legislative session, R.M. Towill executives donated to the campaigns of only two state senators -- Stanley Chang and Donovan Dela Cruz. Later that year, the two senators were among the co-sponsors of a law that ultimately led to R.M. Towill getting a $500,000 surveying contract.



Mr. Chang said in a recent interview that, besides general discussions of policy, he never talked about legislation or contracts with employees of R.M. Towill. Mr. Dela Cruz did not respond to repeated requests for comment.



In a statement, R.M. Towill's president, Greg Hiyakumoto, said that company employees supported candidates who pushed for new infrastructure and sustainable development, both of which were part of its mission.



A handful of powerful lawmakers who control vast sums of government money have been among the largest recipients of campaign donations from executives tied to big contractors and their families. Leaders of the influential House Finance and Senate Ways and Means committees, who direct billions of dollars in public works projects every year, have received more than $482,000 in such donations since 2018.



Representative Kyle Yamashita, the current finance chairman, who spent years overseeing the House's capital improvements budget, has received more than $44,000 in political contributions from people tied to big contractors. Lt. Gov. Sylvia Luke, who previously led the House Finance Committee, received more than $107,000, while former Representative Ty Cullen, the vice chairman until 2022, got $22,100.



Mr. Dela Cruz has received more than $239,000 in campaign donations from people tied to big contractors since he became Ways and Means chairman in 2018. Former Senator Gil Keith-Agaran, vice chairman until October, got $70,000 during the same time period.



In April 2023, the Senate Ways and Means Committee, led by Mr. Dela Cruz, budgeted for the purchase of a Maui hotel to convert into affordable housing and a school. That created a windfall for the law firm Starn O'Toole Marcus & Fisher, which got a $450,000 contract to do legal work on the deal. Two of the firm's directors had recently donated a combined $3,000 to Mr. Dela Cruz and Gov. Josh Green's campaigns.



One of the directors, Ivan M. Lui-Kwan, contributed another $2,000 to the governor's campaign as the bill awaited his signature, and another $1,000 after he approved the budget. Mr. Lui-Kwan and Duane Fisher, a partner at the firm, each donated $1,000 to his campaign about two weeks before the contract was awarded.



Mr. Lui-Kwan said donations made by him and his colleagues had no bearing on state contracts. He said they made it a point to never bring up such work at political fund-raisers.



The governor said staff members involved with procurement didn't communicate with him. "We adopted this approach to avoid any potential conflicts or concerns," Mr. Green said in a statement.



People tied to big contractors have targeted local races, too.



In December 2021, Goodfellow Bros., one of Maui's largest building firms, won a $4.6 million contract to expand a local landfill. It was the lowest bidder. The project was approved for funding in 2020 by the mayor at the time, Michael Victorino, and the County Council.



Afterward, executives and their family members gave around $34,000 in campaign contributions to the mayor and to council members, making them among the biggest donors in Maui County.



Goodfellow Bros. said in a statement that its employees could donate to campaigns so long as they did not give in the company's name.



Alice Lee, chairwoman of the County Council, said that Maui-based companies like Goodfellow Bros. "generally support candidates who support a stable economy, public health and safety and affordable housing."




Inside the State Legislature in March.




Doing Double Duty



In Hawaii, legislators serve part time and can hold outside jobs, which can increase the risk that they will face conflicts of interest. Nevertheless, they are among the highest-paid part-time lawmakers in the country, earning an annual state salary of about $72,000.



An examination of their financial interests found that a dozen of them were employees, directors or co-owners of companies that had won contracts. Since 2006, those companies have gotten at least $56 million in state deals, according to Hawaii's contract database.



Disclosure records show that Senate President Ron Kouchi earns between $50,000 and $100,000 annually working for his brother's disposal company on Kauai, which is the only provider of trash services to agencies on that island.



Representative David Alcos III works as a subcontractor on state projects. Representative Micah Aiu is a lawyer at Nan Inc., one of the state's biggest contractors, which won at least $39 million in projects last year. They have said they are not directly involved in their companies' contracts.



Mr. Dela Cruz, the Ways and Means chairman, seems to have actually done hands-on work for a state contract: He was the project manager for a $224,000 State Health Department contract with DTL, a communications firm where he was co-owner and vice president.



The State Health Department, which awarded the contract in 2018 for work on a vaccine campaign, said it did not know Mr. Dela Cruz was an owner.



Jason Antonio, a principal at DTL, said in an email that Mr. Dela Cruz was not a project manager and was not involved in the immunization project. But in its proposal, which was submitted to the Health Department in 2017, DTL listed Mr. Dela Cruz as the project manager who would oversee the work on behalf of the firm.



Ronald Balajadia, the department's immunization chief, said he mostly worked with two other DTL employees and did not recall interacting with Mr. Dela Cruz.



DTL was the only firm to bid on the contract. After selling his ownership interest in the company in late 2020, Mr. Dela Cruz continued receiving money from the firm for consulting services, according to his 2022 financial disclosure.




In 2019, the fund-raising parties moved to a rooftop balcony at the Pagoda Hotel in Honolulu. They continued there until at least 2020.




A Box Full of Campaign Donations



The clearest example of how contractors and politicians regularly circumvented the reforms were the parties hosted by Mr. Yonamine, the former head of visitor information for Hawaii's airports.



Mr. Yonamine wasn't directly involved in awarding contracts, but his gatherings provided a casual setting where executives could be introduced to lawmakers and state employees who selected winners, according to attendees.



The parties started as early as 2014 at Mr. Yonamine's private office in Honolulu, according to campaign finance records, which lists dates and locations where political fund-raisers are held. They moved to the Pagoda Hotel there in 2019 and continued until at least 2020.



Lawmakers who benefited from the parties said Mr. Yonamine provided the venues while campaigns sometimes invited guests.



Attendees would stand chatting along the walls of the office, or later, on a spacious rooftop balcony at the hotel. The guests, sometimes more than 100 at the hotel, said they would discuss legislation, as well as contracts at the airports. Businesses seeking airport work frequently donated to a range of politicians around the time of those fund-raisers. They described the parties on the condition of anonymity because they work for the state or have business relationships with contractors they don't want to jeopardize. No one, including Mr. Yonamine, denies they took place.



One of the most prominent guests was Mr. Choy, a major political donor and government contractor who would later be sentenced to more than three years in prison for bribing officials. He and his associates donated more than $28,000 to political campaigns around the time of the parties.



By 2020, Mr. Choy was wearing a wire and actively recording meetings to aid federal investigators.



No evidence has emerged that Mr. Choy's contributions at the parties were illegal or connected to his bribery scheme.




Mr. Choy wore a wire for at least a year as part of a deal with the federal government.




Many guests did work at the airports, a constant source of multimillion dollar contracts.



At least 59 companies competed for airport contracts between 2014 and 2020. But nearly half the airports' 153 professional services contracts went to just 14 companies. Executives from those firms all donated around the time of Mr. Yonamine's parties.



Current and former heads of the division overseeing most of the airport design and engineering contracts did not respond to requests for comment.



The contracts were worth a combined total of more than $131 million, according to the state's Department of Transportation.



These professional services contracts are for design or consulting jobs, and winners are selected based on their qualifications or proposals rather than just their price. The rules tend to give public officials more leeway to choose a company based on favoritism.



Executives at firms that won airport contracts donated a combined $101,000 around the time of the parties, according to campaign finance records, which show when checks were cashed and not when they were given. Candidates raised a total of more than $470,000.




Honolulu International Airport, a major source of contracting money.




When presented with The Times and Civil Beat's findings, Ford Fuchigami, then transportation director and now head of the Airports Division, said he could not comment on the awarding of contracts because he was not in charge of selecting the winners. Mr. Fuchigami said he did not recall attending the parties, though records show he donated around the time of a party in 2019. He said he did not know what the state's rules were for employees like Mr. Yonamine who were politically active or for officials who attended political gatherings.



"What you do on your personal time is what you do on your personal time," he said.



The fund-raising parties do not appear to have violated the state's ethics laws.



Robert Harris, director of the Hawaii State Ethics Commission, said there were generally no prohibitions on political activity during off-hours as long as state employees did not use any state resources.



Other lawmakers who received campaign money around the time of Mr. Yonamine's parties were Ms. Luke, the lieutenant governor; former Gov. David Ige; Mr. Kouchi, the Hawaii Senate president; and former Mayor Kirk Caldwell of Honolulu, according to fund-raising documents.



Mr. Caldwell and Mr. Kouchi did not respond to repeated requests for comment.



Mr. Ige said he mostly remembered seeing Transportation Department employees at Mr. Yonamine's office but did not recall recognizing contractors.



Mr. Yonamine -- who has a certain renown because his uncle Wally Yonamine was a famous athlete -- is a figure in local sports. In 2018, one year after he was named varsity baseball coach at Pearl City High School, state lawmakers, some of whom received campaign contributions from his parties, approved $3 million in funding to convert the field from grass to artificial turf.



As Mr. Yonamine spoke from the refurbished field at an opening ceremony in 2022, a Hawaiian priest sprinkled rainwater on home plate.



"Thank you to all who helped make our dreams come true," Mr. Yonamine said.



This article was reported in partnership with 
Big Local News
 at Stanford University.



How the Numbers Were Calculated



The Times and Civil Beat examined hundreds of thousands of campaign contributions and more than 70,000 state contracts to draw connections between vendors and their donations to political races. The analysis revealed that nearly 20 percent of all campaign contributions since 2006 have come from people tied to companies doing business with the state and local governments.



This number is likely an underestimate because the data is incomplete. Records were obtained from the 
Hawaii Awards & Notices Data System
, which tracks who won state contracts, but a 2021 audit found that only 40 percent of all state contracts awarded that year were posted. It's not clear if the problem applies to other years.



Reporters requested and reviewed check registers to verify the total payments to vendors from departments. Some departments did not respond to public records requests, including those with large numbers of high-value contracts, such as the Education and Transportation Departments.



The gaps in state and county contracting data and check registers made it difficult to determine just how much money vendors actually received. Published amounts were confirmed with source documents or contracting departments.



Contractors were matched against the names of companies, their executives and employees in a database of campaign contributions maintained by the Hawaii Campaign Spending Commission. Donations from spouses and relatives of contractor executives were also included in the count when possible. Spouses and relatives were determined based on people who shared the same last name and address as the main contributor. In some cases spouses were jointly listed as contributors.



The analysis focused on vendors who provide legal, consulting, engineering and construction services. Contracts and contributions for subsidiaries were attributed to their parent companies. Universities and other public agencies with government contracts were excluded from the analysis. Organizations that may have other lobbying interests -- such as the Hawaii Association of Realtors -- were also excluded.



Contributions made at events hosted by Mr. Yonamine were identified by searching for all contributions made to participating candidates within one week of the parties. The 
Hawaii Campaign Spending Commission
 requires that contributions be deposited within seven days of receipt.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/us/hawaii-contractors-campaign-donations.html
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Heavy Rain and Floods Kill 19 in Oman and Disrupt Dubai Airport



A year's worth of rain fell in one day in some areas across Oman and the United Arab Emirates, bringing cities to a standstill. 



By Yan Zhuang


Apr 17, 2024


Record levels of rainfall have brought cities in the United Arab Emirates and Oman to a standstill, with at least 19 people killed in Oman and flights being diverted from Dubai's airport.



In the U.A.E., authorities urged all residents to stay at home, as videos showed cars submerged on gridlocked highways and planes leaving waves in their wake as they taxied down flooded runways in Dubai. In Muscat, Oman's capital, flash flooding turned streets into raging rivers.



Experts said the extreme deluge was likely the result of a regular, rainy weather system being supercharged by climate change.



The storm first hit Oman on Sunday, causing widespread flash flooding and leading officials to close schools and government offices. On Wednesday, the heavy rains had eased, although the authorities 
warned
 residents to remain cautious.



Several areas of Oman received over 230 millimeters, or about 9 inches, of rain between Sunday and Wednesday, 
according to
 the country's National Committee for Emergency Management. The average annual rainfall in Muscat, the nation's capital, is about 100 millimeters, although other parts of the country can receive more rain.



By Wednesday morning, 19 deaths had been 
confirmed
 by the emergency management committee, including an infant. Ten of the dead were schoolchildren who were swept away in a vehicle with an adult, according to The Associated Press. Some schools remained closed in Oman on Wednesday, and some government employees were told to work from home. 




Cars were stuck on a flooded road in Dubai on Wednesday.




The U.A.E. had its largest rainfall event in 75 years on Tuesday, the government 
said
 on social media. One area received 255 millimeters, about 10 inches, of rain in less than a day, the country's National Center of Meteorology said. 






On Wednesday, officials at Dubai International Airport, one of the world's busiest, 
urged travelers
 not to go to the airport, with flights continuing to be delayed and diverted. Operations were briefly suspended because of the storm. Emirates, the national airline, said it was suspending check-in services for passengers departing from the airport until midnight.



"Recovery will take some time," 
the airport said on social media
. "We thank you for your patience and understanding while we work through these challenges."



At Muscat International Airport, some flights were delayed and canceled, while others were operating on time, said Yousef al-Habsi, an information adviser for the airport.



Although some have speculated that recent cloud seeding efforts by the U.A.E. -- using chemicals to increase the chances of clouds producing rain -- could have contributed to the extreme weather, scientists said this was very unlikely.



"Rainfall enhancement could not cause that kind of increase in rainfall," said Steven Siems, an expert in cloud seeding at Monash University in Australia, adding that any effects from cloud seeding would have been "marginal" at most.



The extreme weather appeared to be the result of a relatively normal weather system bringing rain that had been turbocharged by ocean and atmospheric warming, said Janette Lindesay, a climate scientist at the Australian National University. "It's highly likely that global heating has played a role in the intensity of the event," she said.




Dubai on Tuesday




A low pressure system moving over the Arabian Peninsula and the Gulf of Oman had interacted with parts of the jet stream, a river of wind that moves from west to east over temperate latitudes in the Northern Hemisphere, producing rainfall, Professor Lindesay said.



That in itself was not unusual. But with rising air and sea temperatures escalating ocean evaporation, there was more moisture in the atmosphere, she said, which had likely contributed to a bigger and more intense deluge of rain.



"In many parts of the world we're seeing fewer rainfall events that produce moderate to light rainfall," she said. "More dry days, but on the days with higher rainfall, it rains more heavily."



Jenny Gross
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/us/dubai-flood-rain-oman-deaths.html
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Columbia's President Tells Congress That Action Is Needed Against Antisemitism



Nemat Shafik said some contested phrases -- like "from the river to the sea" -- might warrant discipline, angering some supporters of academic freedom.




Nemat Shafik's testimony offered the latest measure of just how much universities have changed their approach toward campus protests.




By Nicholas Fandos, Stephanie Saul and Sharon Otterman


Apr 17, 2024


The president of Columbia said the university had suspended 15 students. She promised that one visiting professor "will never work at Columbia again."



And when she was grilled over whether she would remove another professor from his leadership position, she appeared to make a decision right there on Capitol Hill: "I think I would, yes."



The president, Nemat Shafik, disclosed the disciplinary details, which are usually confidential, as part of an all-out effort on Wednesday to persuade a House committee investigating Columbia that she was taking serious action to combat a wave of antisemitism following the Israel-Hamas war.



In nearly four hours of testimony before the Republican-led Committee on Education and the Workforce, Dr. Shafik conceded that Columbia had initially been overwhelmed by an outbreak of campus protests. But she said its leaders now agreed that some had used antisemitic language and that certain contested phrases -- like "from the river to the sea" -- might warrant discipline.



"I promise you, from the messages I'm hearing from students, they are getting the message that violations of our policies will have consequences," Dr. Shafik said.



Testifying alongside her, Claire Shipman, the co-chair of Columbia's board of trustees, made the point bluntly. "We have a moral crisis on our campus," she said.



Republicans seemed skeptical. But Dr. Shafik's conciliatory tone offered the latest measure of just how much universities have changed their approach toward campus protests over the last few months.



Many schools were initially hesitant to take strong steps limiting freedom of expression cherished on their campuses. But with many Jewish students, faculty and alumni raising alarms, and with the federal government investigating dozens of schools, some administrators have tried to take more assertive steps to control their campuses.



With 5,000 Jewish students and an active protest movement for the Palestinian cause, Columbia has been among the most scrutinized. Jewish students have described being verbally and even physically harassed, while demonstrators have clashed with administrators over limits to where and when they can assemble.




On the day of the congressional hearing with Dr. Shafik, protesters against antisemitism gathered at Columbia University. 





Dr. Shafik conceded on Wednesday that Columbia had initially been overwhelmed by an outbreak of campus protests.




In bending toward House Republicans in Washington, Dr. Shafik may have further divided her New York City campus, where students had pitched tents and set up a "Gaza Solidarity Encampment" early on Wednesday in open violation of university demonstration policies. Activists have rejected charges of antisemitism, and say they are speaking out for Palestinians, tens of thousands of whom have been killed by Israel's invasion of Gaza.



Sheldon Pollock, a retired Columbia professor who helps lead Columbia's chapter of the American Association of University Professors, said Dr. Shafik had been "bulldozed and bullied" into saying things she would regret.



"What happened to the idea of academic freedom?" Dr. Pollock asked. "I don't think that phrase was used even once."



Dr. Shafik, who took her post in July 2023 after a career in education and international agencies, did repeatedly defend the university's commitment to free speech. But she said administrators "cannot and should not tolerate abuse of this privilege" when it puts others at risk.



Her comments stood in contrast to testimony last December by the presidents of the University of Pennsylvania and Harvard. Appearing before the same House committee, they offered terse, lawyerly answers and struggled to answer whether students should be punished if they called for the genocide of Jews. The firestorm that followed helped hasten their ousters.



Dr. Shafik missed that earlier hearing because of a preplanned international trip. She made clear on Wednesday she was not about to make similar mistakes.



Asked the same question, about whether calls for genocide violate Columbia's code of conduct, Dr. Shafik answered in the affirmative -- "Yes, it does" -- along with the other Columbia leaders at the hearing.



Dr. Shafik explained that the university had suspended two student groups, Students for Justice in Palestine and Jewish Voice for Peace, because they repeatedly violated its policies on demonstrations.



She also seemed more willing than the leaders of Harvard or Penn to condemn and potentially discipline students and faculty who use language like "from the river to the sea, Palestine will be free." Some people believe 
the phrase
 calls for the elimination of the state of Israel, while its proponents say it is an aspirational call for Palestinian freedom.



"We have some disciplinary cases ongoing around that language," she said. "We have specified that those kinds of chants should be restricted in terms of where they happen."



Much of the hearing, though, focused on faculty members, not students.



Under persistent questioning from Republicans, Dr. Shafik went into surprising detail about disciplinary procedures against university professors. She noted that Columbia has about 4,700 faculty members and vowed that there would be "consequences" for employees who "make remarks that cross the line in terms of antisemitism."



So far, Dr. Shafik said, five faculty members had been removed from the classroom or dismissed in recent months for comments stemming from the war. Dr. Shafik said that Mohamed Abdou, a visiting professor who drew ire for showing support for Hamas on social media, "is grading his students' papers and will never teach at Columbia again." Dr. Abdou did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



The president also disclosed that the university was investigating Joseph Massad, a professor of Middle Eastern studies, who used the word "
awesome
" to describe the Oct. 7 attack led by Hamas that Israel says killed 1,200 people.



Dr. Shafik and other leaders denounced his work in striking terms. But Dr. Shafik struggled to state clearly, when questioned, whether Dr. Massad would be removed from his position leading a university panel.



"Will you make the commitment to remove him as chair?" Representative Elise Stefanik, Republican of New York, asked her during one fast-paced exchange.



Dr. Shafik replied cautiously, "I think that would be -- I think, I would, yes."




During the hearing, Representative Elise Stefanik grilled Dr. Shafik.




In an email on Wednesday, Dr. Massad said he had not watched the hearing but had seen some clips. He accused Republicans on the committee of distorting his writing and said it was "unfortunate" that Columbia officials had not defended him.



Dr. Massad said it was also "news to me" that he was the subject of a Columbia inquiry. He noted that he was already scheduled to cycle out of his leadership role at the end of the spring semester.



Dr. Shafik's words deeply worried some supporters of academic freedom.



"We are witnessing a new era of McCarthyism where a House Committee is using college presidents and professors for political theater," said Irene Mulvey, the president of the American Association of University Professors. "They are pushing an agenda that will ultimately damage higher education and the robust exchanges of ideas it is founded upon."



Democrats on the House committee uniformly denounced antisemitism, but repeatedly accused Republicans of trying to weaponize a fraught moment for elite universities like Columbia, seeking to undermine them over longstanding political differences.



When Representative Bobby Scott of Virginia, the committee's top ranking Democrat, tried to enlist Ms. Shipman to agree that the committee should be investigating a wide range of bias around race, sex and gender, she resisted.



"We have a specific problem on our campus, so I can speak from what I know, and that is rampant antisemitism," she said.



Representative Ilhan Omar of Minnesota, one of only two Muslim women in Congress, pushed back on Dr. Shafik from the left, questioning what the university was doing to help students who were doxxed over their activism for the Palestinian cause or faced anti-Arab sentiment.



Dr. Shafik said the university had assembled resources to help targeted students.



By the end of the hearing, Republicans began to fact-check her claims, drawing from thousands of pages of documents the university handed over as part of the committee's investigation.



Representative 
Virginia Foxx
, Republican of North Carolina and the committee's chairwoman, said that several of the student suspensions Dr. Shafik described had already been lifted and argued that students were still not taking the university's policies seriously.



In a statement after the hearing, Ms. Stefanik said she likewise found Dr. Shafik's assurances unpersuasive.



"If it takes a member of Congress to force a university president to fire a pro-terrorist, antisemitic faculty chair," she said, "then Columbia University leadership is failing Jewish students and its academic mission.



Anemona Hartocollis
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/nyregion/columbia-university-president-nemat-shafik-hearing.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Women Talk Through Their Abortions on TikTok



At a time of heightened confusion and legal battles over access to abortion, women are looking to social media for answers.



By Emily Schmall


Apr 17, 2024


"Have an abortion with me," a single mother from Brooklyn named Sunni says as she twirls around her kitchen to light jazzy piano, before walking 
TikTok viewers
 through the steps she took to end her pregnancy at home.



With states expanding restrictions on abortion and the issue likely to be at the forefront of the presidential election, women are creating videos on social media describing their own abortions and sharing practical information on how to obtain one.



Sunni explained to viewers that she was craving information when she was planning her abortion. "This is the video I was looking for," she said.



The reaction to her video, which has been viewed more than 400,000 times and has drawn comments of both commiseration and condemnation, shows how deeply personal and divisive the issue remains in the run up to the November elections.




"This is the video I was looking for," Sunni said in her widely shared TikTok.




One viewer, a campaigner with the group Protect Life Michigan, 
remixed the video
 on the group's own TikTok account, criticizing Sunni for her lighthearted tone and for making the video at all.



"I just don't understand how we are making a video, and we are laughing and joking about going through the abortion process," the campaigner said.



The Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v. Wade in 2022 led to a cascade of abortion bans and restrictions across large parts of the United States. 
Twenty-one states
 now ban or restrict the procedure earlier than the standard set by Roe.



In response, there has been an explosion of social media content related to abortion -- some of it overtly political, some informational and some testimonial as women seek answers, seek support, or simply seek to share.



The landscape for abortion access is changing rapidly. Last month, 
the justices heard arguments
 over whether to curtail access to a widely used abortion pill, with a decision expected this June or July. This month, Arizona's Supreme Court upheld an 1864 law that bans nearly all abortions.



Former President Donald Trump has taken credit for a Supreme Court that overturned Roe v. Wade, but has since distanced himself from the idea of a national abortion ban. President Biden, meanwhile, sees advantage from pinning the narrowing landscape for abortion on Republicans.



With the laws in flux state by state, Sunni and others have made TikToks to explain how to obtain abortion pills and have the procedure at home. In other videos on the site, women have grappled with their own experiences, expressing everything from relief to regret. These personal videos have become fodder for political campaigns, which have used them to argue either for an expansion of abortion rights or for further restrictions.




Sunni became interested in reproductive health justice when she was pregnant with her daughter in 2021.




Confused over where and what forms of abortion are allowed state to state, young people seeking to end their pregnancies are increasingly turning to social media for guidance, researchers have found.



"The chaos and the confusion and the stigma is the point with abortion bans and targeted regulations," said Rebecca Nall, the founder of an online database that directs users to abortion resources.



"More and more people are going online with their most personal questions," she added, "and more and more people are offering information."



Before Roe v. Wade, desperate women called Jane, 
an underground abortion network
, for advice on what to do about unwanted pregnancies. Later, campaigns encouraged women to 
talk about their abortion openly
.



With women now turning to TikTok for information and as a vehicle for self-expression, the app has also become a forum for discussion. On some videos, viewers posed practical questions about procuring abortion drugs or finding a provider. They shared fears of physical pain and anxieties over the logistical complexities of arranging one. Other viewers expressed regret for having had abortions.



Some voices were critical, faulting women for having abortions and for speaking openly about it, without remorse.



The women sharing their stories -- and the viewers who write to them asking for advice -- are engaging in conversations that could be at risk. 
Some states' attorneys general
 have expressed an appetite to prosecute those who "aid and abet" abortions, including those who provide information, and to subpoena online messages.



Sunni, 30, who asked that her full name not be used out of fear that she could be further targeted by abortion opponents, said in an interview that she became interested in reproductive health justice when she was pregnant with her daughter in 2021.



She had become active on TikTok and was alarmed to find videos of people recommending 
herbal remedies like parsley
 to induce an abortion. When she was pregnant last year, after experiencing a difficult childbirth the first time, she decided to have an abortion and to share the experience with her followers.



With TikTok awash in activism from anti-abortion campaigners and proponents of abortion rights, Sunni said she wanted to focus on the practicalities of a medication abortion, the 
most common form
 in the United States. That included the order that the mifepristone and misoprostol pills must be taken, and the creature comforts -- like Totino's frozen pizza -- she relied on to help with pain management and recovery.



"It's something that so many people go through," she said in an interview. "There are people walking around you going through this thing and until they feel normal and accepted, they're not going to be able to heal."



The video she made received more than 1,000 comments. Sunni said she received hundreds of messages from girls and young women seeking direction on how to obtain the pills and manage pain.



"You do have to navigate it," she said, "and nobody shows you how."



Another testimonial came from Mikaela Attu, a Canadian who said in an interview that she was shocked by the overturning of Roe v. Wade, particularly because abortion care was not difficult to access in Canada.



In a TikTok video, she took viewers along to multiple hospital visits near her home in Vancouver, from an ultrasound to confirm her pregnancy to a shot of her feet in stirrups at the beginning of a procedure to terminate it.



In another video, viewed 7.5 million times, Ms. Attu talked about the heartbreak of getting pregnant with a man she loved, but not being able to go through with it.



Ms. Attu and her husband plan to have children, she said, but she was dealing with mental health issues when she got pregnant last year and did not feel prepared to start a family.



"I wanted to show that abortion is complicated," she said.



Other women have made TikToks to 
express their grief
 over having an abortion.



One viewer of 
another woman's abortion video
 commented that it reminded her of the pain she endured as a 16-year-old, going through her own abortion.



Desiree Dallagiacomo, 33, a writer and poet in California, recorded a video as she got ready for an abortion appointment.



"I'm fine and stable," she told viewers, "and I just don't want a child."



Ms. Dallagiacomo, 33, said in an interview that she wanted to share her story, in part, to challenge the prevailing narratives about why people have abortions.




"I'm fine and stable, and I just don't want a child," Desiree Dallagiacomo said.




With abortion rights increasingly targeted, what women share about their abortions on social media has come into focus.



Attorneys general in Texas, Alabama and Louisiana have indicated an interest in prosecuting abortion providers and other groups that coordinate them, creating uncertainty over whether those who share information online could be held liable.



"There's a movement afoot to criminalize information," said Mary Ziegler, a law professor at the University of California, Davis, who has written extensively about abortion.



In July, 
a teenager in Nebraska
 was charged with concealing a death, her aborted fetus, and sentenced to 90 days in jail. In the case, prosecutors subpoenaed 
Facebook messages
 she had exchanged with her mother, in which the two discussed abortion pills.



The case in Nebraska suggests the conversations that people have about abortion can be used against them, Professor Ziegler said.



"In the post-Dobbs era, there's an interesting and tricky trade-off," she said, between sharing stories to destigmatize the experience "and the fact that speaking out could create unintended legal risks."



The specter of punishment for sharing information about abortion was just one of the ways Ms. Dallagiacomo said she found her abortion experience "isolating."



"There is just so much keeping us from honestly telling our story," she said.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/us/politics/abortion-tiktok-videos.html
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Your Brain Waves Are Up for Sale. A New Law Wants to Change That.



In a first, a Colorado law extends privacy rights to the neural data increasingly coveted by technology companies.








By Jonathan Moens


Apr 17, 2024


Consumers have grown accustomed to the prospect that their personal data, such as email addresses, social contacts, browsing history and genetic ancestry, are being collected and often resold by the apps and the digital services they use.



With the advent of consumer neurotechnologies, the data being collected is becoming ever more intimate. One headband serves as a personal meditation coach by monitoring the user's brain activity. Another purports to help treat anxiety and symptoms of depression. Another reads and interprets brain signals 
while the user scrolls through dating apps
, presumably to provide better matches. ("'Listen to your heart' is not enough," the manufacturer says on its website.)



The companies behind such technologies have access to the records of the users' brain activity -- the electrical signals underlying our thoughts, feelings and intentions.



On Wednesday, Governor Jared Polis of Colorado signed a bill that, for the first time in the United States, tries to ensure that such data remains truly private. The new law, which passed by a 61-to-1 vote in the Colorado House and a 34-to-0 vote in the Senate, expands the definition of "sensitive data" in the state's current personal privacy law to include biological and "neural data" generated by the brain, the spinal cord and the network of nerves that relays messages throughout the body.



"Everything that we are is within our mind," said Jared Genser, general counsel and co-founder of the Neurorights Foundation, a science group that advocated the bill's passage. "What we think and feel, and the ability to decode that from the human brain, couldn't be any more intrusive or personal to us."



"We are really excited to have an actual bill signed into law that will protect people's biological and neurological data," said Representative Cathy Kipp, Democrat of Colorado, who introduced the bill. 



Senator Mark Baisley, Republican of Colorado, who sponsored the bill in the upper chamber, said:
 
"I'm feeling really good about Colorado leading the way in addressing this and to give it the due protections for people's uniqueness in their privacy. I'm just really pleased about this signing."



The law takes aim at consumer-level brain technologies. Unlike sensitive patient data obtained from medical devices in clinical settings, which are protected by federal health law, the data surrounding consumer neurotechnologies go largely unregulated, Mr. Genser said. That loophole means that companies can harvest vast troves of highly sensitive brain data, sometimes for an unspecified number of years, and share or sell the information to third parties.




Siddharth Hariharoan tries to control a toy helicopter with his mind through the MindWave Mobile, a device by NeuroSky that reads brain waves.




Supporters of the bill expressed their concern that neural data could be used to decode a person's thoughts and feelings or to learn sensitive facts about an individual's mental health, such as whether someone has epilepsy.



"We've never seen anything with this power before -- to identify, codify people and bias against people based on their brain waves and other neural information," said Sean Pauzauskie, a member of the board of directors of the Colorado Medical Society, who first brought the issue to Ms. Kipp's attention. Mr. Pauzauskie was recently hired by the Neurorights Foundation as medical director.



The new law extends to biological and neural data the same protections granted under the 
Colorado Privacy Act
 to fingerprints, facial images and other sensitive, biometric data.



Among other protections, consumers have the right to access, delete and correct their data, as well as to opt out of the sale or use of the data for targeted advertising. Companies, in turn, face strict regulations regarding how they handle such data and must disclose the kinds of data they collect and their plans for it.



"Individuals ought to be able to control where that information -- that personally identifiable and maybe even personally predictive information -- goes," Mr. Baisley said.



Experts say that the neurotechnology industry is poised to expand as major tech companies like Meta, Apple and Snapchat become involved.



"It's moving quickly, but it's about to grow exponentially," said Nita Farahany, a professor of law and philosophy at Duke.



From 2019 to 2020, investments in neurotechnology companies rose about 60 percent globally, and in 2021 they amounted to about $30 billion, according to 
one market analysis
. The industry drew attention in January, when Elon Musk 
announced on X
 that a brain-computer interface manufactured by Neuralink, one of his companies, had been implanted in a person for the first time. Mr. Musk has since said that the patient had made a full recovery and was now able to control a mouse solely with his thoughts and play online chess.



While eerily dystopian, some brain technologies have led to breakthrough treatments. In 2022, a completely paralyzed man 
was able to communicate using a computer
 simply by imagining his eyes moving. And last year, 
scientists were able
 to translate the brain activity of a paralyzed woman and convey her speech and facial expressions through an avatar on a computer screen.



"The things that people can do with this technology are great," Ms. Kipp said. "But we just think that there should be some guardrails in place for people who aren't intending to have their thoughts read and their biological data used."



That is already happening, according to a 100-page report published on Wednesday by the Neurorights Foundation. The report analyzed 30 consumer neurotechnology companies to see how their privacy policies and user agreements squared with international privacy standards. It found that only one company restricted access to a person's neural data in a meaningful way and that almost two-thirds could, under certain circumstances, share data with third parties. Two companies implied that they already sold such data.



"The need to protect neural data is not a tomorrow problem -- it's a today problem," said Mr. Genser, who was among the authors of the report.



The new Colorado bill won resounding bipartisan support, but it faced fierce external opposition, Mr. Baisley said, especially from private universities.



Testifying before a Senate committee, John Seward, research compliance officer at the University of Denver, a private research university, noted that public universities were exempt from the Colorado Privacy Act of 2021. The new law puts private institutions at a disadvantage, Mr. Seward testified, because they will be limited in their ability to train students who are using "the tools of the trade in neural diagnostics and research" purely for research and teaching purposes.



"The playing field is not equal," Mr. Seward testified.




Representative Cathy Kipp, Democrat of Colorado, center, introduced the new bill.




The Colorado bill is the first of its kind to be signed into law in the United States, but Minnesota and California are pushing for similar legislation. On Tuesday, California's Senate Judiciary Committee unanimously passed a bill that 
defines neural data as "sensitive personal information
." Several countries, including Chile, Brazil, Spain, Mexico and Uruguay, have either already enshrined protections on brain-related data in their state-level or national constitutions or taken steps toward doing so.



"In the long run," Mr. Genser said, "we would like to see global standards developed," for instance by extending existing international human rights treaties to protect neural data.



In the United States, proponents of the new Colorado law hope it will establish a precedent for other states and even create momentum for federal legislation. But the law has limitations, experts noted, and might apply only to consumer neurotechnology companies that are gathering neural data specifically to determine a person's identity, as the new law specifies. Most of these companies collect neural data for other reasons, such as for inferring what a person might be thinking or feeling, Ms. Farahany said.



"You're not going to worry about this Colorado bill if you're any of those companies right now, because none of them are using them for identification purposes," she added.



But Mr. Genser said that the Colorado Privacy Act law protects any data that qualifies as personal. Given that consumers must supply their names in order to purchase a product and agree to company privacy policies, this use falls under personal data, he said.



"Given that previously neural data from consumers wasn't protected at all under the Colorado Privacy Act," Mr. Genser wrote in an email, "to now have it labeled sensitive personal information with equivalent protections as biometric data is a major step forward."



In 
a parallel Colorado bill
, the American Civil Liberties Union and other human-rights organizations are pressing for more stringent policies surrounding collection, retention, storage and use of all biometric data, whether for identification purposes or not. If the bill passes, its legal implications would apply to neural data.



Big tech companies played a role in shaping the new law, arguing that it was overly broad and risked harming their ability to collect data not strictly related to brain activity.



TechNet, a policy network representing companies such as Apple, Meta and Open AI, successfully pushed to include language focusing the law on regulating brain data used to identify individuals. But the group failed to remove language governing data generated by "an individual's body or bodily functions."



"We felt like this could be very broad to a number of things that all of our members do," said Ruthie Barko, executive director of TechNet for Colorado and the central United States.
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The bullet-scarred pickups raced the sunrise along a rough dirt road wending through a dense pine forest. Multiple languages were spoken by the men inside them -- Ukrainian, Brazilian, Colombian, Polish -- but few words. It was not a moment for small talk.



They had come to fight Russians.



The trucks barely came to a halt to discharge their passengers before speeding off again. Armed drones might appear overhead at any moment, and so as the men continued on foot, they, too, did so with urgency.



The soldiers of the 2nd International Legion had arrived.




The new soldiers arriving at the position around dawn for a rotation.





After leaving their vehicles, the soldiers prepared to finish the journey on foot.




The path of the soldiers, among thousands of foreign fighters who signed up to help Ukraine after Russia invaded, told a story of war.



The Serebrianka Forest in eastern Ukrainian was badly scarred from months of fighting. Now, on this February morning, the bears, deer, foxes and birds that once lived here undisturbed were nowhere to be seen. Many of the trees and plants that sustained them had been toppled and burned by artillery, mortars and tank fire.



As the men walked, they saw bomb craters, some old, others so fresh that a green confetti of shredded leaves lay underfoot. They passed a makeshift cross, two sticks crudely bound together, marking where a Ukrainian soldier had stepped on a mine.



Then they were there: the snow-dusted trench line that would be home for their rotation.




A Ukrainian soldier firing at Russians about 85 yards away.





A view from the Ukrainian bunker.




The soldiers they had come to relieve were waiting for them, and quickly moved off. Within minutes of their arrival, the fresh fighters came under attack, fired on by Russians from a nearby tree line.



Led by their Ukrainian commander, Tsygan, the 2nd International Legion soldiers answered with a barrage of their own, and the incoming and outgoing small-arms fire made for a confused, staccato orchestra.



Thirty minutes later, the fight tapered off, and the soldiers lit up cigarettes. They were going to be on their own at this outpost, with the Russian infantry as close as a football field away.




A soldier passing along a rocket-propelled grenade.





The soldiers use an anti-drone system to jam frequencies.




In many respects, the position had a feeling of timelessness.



A network of dugouts and log-covered bunkers was linked together by a crude labyrinth of hand-dug trenches, some strung with camouflage netting. Ahead was nothing but Russian soldiers.



Snow, rain, wind and war crumble the trenches and bunkers that help keep soldiers alive in this war. In the lulls between fighting, the soldiers constantly fortify, repair and deepen them.



But for all the similarity to Europe's trench warfare a century ago, much has changed.



One soldier raised not a Mauser to his shoulder but an anti-drone weapon that he aimed at the sky. It was silent, directing an invisible signal intended to disable enemy drones and send them crashing to the ground.



This type of weapon has become increasingly common on a battlefield where it is nearly impossible for either side to move without detection, with drone operators unceasingly surveying and directing bombing from a laptop as far as six miles away.




Fortifying trenches is a never-ending task.





A pause in the fighting.




There are many reasons a foreigner might enlist to fight a war that has nothing to do with him.



One, of course, is money. The open-ended contracts in Ukraine pay, on average, about $2,500 a month, a tempting sum for some of the men who came there from countries with few good economic opportunities for them.



But some fighters at the post in the woods for the 2nd International Legion, which was created at the direction of the Ukrainian president in the days after Russia invaded in February 2022, said they were looking for something more.



One soldier, a Pole who goes by the call sign Konrad 13, described the war as a calling, even a blessing. Back home, he said, he had a troubled upbringing. Then, at age 41, he felt as if he was at a dead end.



Yes, the pay is appealing, Konrad 13 said, but so was feeling a sense of purpose.



"When I came here, my life changed," he said. "I started to grow here. It's been an evolution, and I have felt my life returned to me. I've changed and become a different kind of person. This is my family now -- my true family."



Over the course of their rotation -- the Ukrainian military forbids saying how long it lasts, and how many fighters are in the unit -- the men were involved in repeated engagements with the Russians across the way. During the day, fighting flared up every three or four hours, generally lasting an hour. At night came the bombs.



At the end of their rotation, with a fresh group of soldiers arriving to relieve them, the soldiers prepared their packs for the journey out. But they had to hold off: A Russian drone had appeared overhead at the end edge of the last trench.



It was over an hour before Tsygan cleared his men to venture into the open space separating them from the trenches and a moment of peace.



Before it was time to return to the fight.




Konrad 13, on the way to the position, passed by a marker for a soldier killed by a mine.
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Tesla Seeks to Revive Musk's $47 Billion Pay Deal After Judge Says No



The company's directors are asking shareholders to again approve the multibillion-dollar compensation plan and to move the company's registration to Texas, from Delaware.




Tesla's board of directors has endorsed a compensation package worth $47 billion for Elon Musk, the company's chief executive.




By Jack Ewing


Apr 17, 2024


Facing criticism that it is overly beholden to Elon Musk, Tesla's board of directors said on Wednesday that it would essentially give him everything he wanted, including the biggest pay package in corporate history.



If setbacks in court and the car market have induced any soul searching among Tesla's board, there was no sign of it in the latest announcement. If anything, the board doubled down on backing Mr. Musk, Tesla's chief executive, risking riling up activist investors and more litigation.



The board's decision to ask shareholders to endorse a compensation plan for Mr. Musk that is worth about $47 billion came less than three months after 
a Delaware judge voided
 the same pay package. The judge said that it was excessive and that the company had failed to properly disclose details about it to shareholders who approved it in 2018.



Tesla will now provide shareholders more information about how the plan was devised and ask them to approve it again. That vote will take place as investors are increasingly worried about the electric car company because its 
sales are declining
, and its stock has fallen more than one-third this year. In addition, Mr. Musk has not presented much of a plan to restore the company's momentum.



Lawyers who represented shareholders in the Delaware case were not immediately available for comment Wednesday on steps they might take. But the board's action is likely to prompt more lawsuits against the company, which is under legal pressure from regulators, customers and people who say they have been victims of faults in Tesla's 
driver-assistance system
.



Two days before the move to restore Mr. Musk's status as one of the world's richest people, Tesla told employees that it would 
lay off
 10 percent of its work force, or about 14,000 people.



"The optics certainly don't look good," said Jason Schloetzer, an associate professor at Georgetown University's McDonough School of Business who studies corporate governance.



There is no sign that Tesla's board is trying to exert tighter control over Mr. Musk, whose endorsement of right-wing conspiracy theories has alienated many potential customers. On the contrary, in 
documents
 filed Wednesday for a shareholders meeting in June, the board signaled that it stood firmly behind Mr. Musk.



The board asked shareholders to approve moving Tesla's corporate domicile to Texas from Delaware, a change Mr. Musk called for on the day the Delaware court struck down his pay package in January. And the board asked shareholders to reappoint two directors with close ties to Mr. Musk: the media executive James Murdoch, who has vacationed with Mr. Musk, and Kimbal Musk, his brother.



The company's moves effectively amounted to a rebuke of the judge who struck down Mr. Musk's 2018 pay plan, Chancellor Kathaleen St. J. McCormick of the Delaware Court of Chancery. In her ruling, the judge chided the board for lax oversight of Mr. Musk.



"The board and the shareholders were controlled by Musk," Lynne Vincent, associate professor at Syracuse University's Whitman School of Management, said of the court decision. "The people who were advocating for this deal were not active protectors of shareholder interests. They were embedded in his personal lives and financial lives."



By asking shareholders to reinstate Mr. Musk's compensation, Tesla's board is trying to render Chancellor McCormick's decision moot.



"We do not agree with what the Delaware Court decided, and we do not think that what the Delaware Court said is how corporate law should or does work," Robyn Denholm, the chair of Tesla's board, said in a message to shareholders Wednesday. The company has separately said it plans to appeal the judge's decision.



Ms. Denholm said it would be "fundamentally unfair" to deny Mr. Musk compensation that he had been promised. She noted that Tesla had not paid Mr. Musk anything for the past six years besides the compensation plan that was struck down.



But Mr. Musk has earned billions from his Tesla shares. Brian Dunn, a former compensation consultant and visiting lecturer at Cornell University's School of Industrial and Labor Relations, said pay plans were supposed to provide incentives for executives to perform in the future, not reward them for work in the past.



"There is nothing in the plan that requires him to focus on Tesla," Mr. Dunn said, noting Mr. Musk's ownership of X, the social media platform, and ventures like SpaceX. "It's evidence of the board still being very complacent," he added.



But some investors found the fairness argument jarring given Tesla's recent troubles.



"Asking for people to approve one of the largest pay packages of all time, when the company is failing to meet current targets and terminating 10 percent of employees, it's terrible timing," said Antoine Argouges, chief executive of Tulipshare, an activist investor group.



Tulipshare has proposed a shareholder vote on whether executive compensation at Tesla should be contingent on meeting standards on carbon emissions and worker rights. Tesla's board opposes the proposal.



Ms. Denholm framed the decision to leave Delaware as a logical step for a company with a growing presence in Texas, rather than an attempt to escape the state's justice system. "We have a significant number of manufacturing, operations and engineering employees in Texas, and our executives are based there," she told shareholders.



She insisted that the board is independent. The board member who assessed Mr. Musk's compensation plan, Ms. Denholm said, was Kathleen Wilson-Thompson, a former human resources executive at Kellogg and Walgreens who does not appear to have any personal ties to him.



Tesla's board members are listening to shareholders, the board said in a proxy statement filed on Wednesday. "The board maintains an active, year-round dialogue with our largest stockholders to ensure that Tesla's board and management understand and consider the issues that matter most to our stockholders," the statement said.



Ms. Denholm and the board did not respond to statements Mr. Musk made in January that if he wasn't given control of over 25 percent of the company's stock he would pursue certain ventures outside Tesla. He currently owns about 13 percent of Tesla's shares, down from 22 percent after he sold billions of dollars of stock to finance the acquisition of Twitter, now known as X.



But Ms. Vincent of Syracuse University said Tesla had offered little information on how decisions on layoffs and compensation were made. "I don't think any of this has been transparent," she said.



Tesla's board did not address concerns that the company was losing its grip on the market for electric cars. Ms. Denholm presented a rosy view of Tesla's future.



"Tesla is a nimble organization with an unmatched pace of innovation that has resulted in products and services that surpass all expectations driven by visionary leadership and, most importantly, the best and most dedicated employees in the world," she said in her message to shareholders.



The decision to fire 10 percent of those employees, she added, was needed to reduce costs, increase productivity and "prepare us for our next phase of growth."
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New John Deere tractors made their way last week through the sprawling port of Brunswick, Ga., their distinctive green paint glinting in the sunshine. Stevedores drove the tractors up a ramp into the belly of the Leo Spirit, a ship that would take them to Asia.



As orderly as everything looked, the tractor convoy was an example of the enormous lengths to which East Coast ports, railways, truckers and shipping lines have gone to remake supply chains after a container ship crashed into the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore last month. The bridge's collapse closed most of the Port of Baltimore, which last year handled 1.3 million tons of farm and construction machinery and 850,000 cars and light trucks.



The Deere tractors would normally be shipped from Baltimore, getting there on trains from a factory in Waterloo, Iowa, according to Georgia port officials. Instead, the tractors had to be trucked to Brunswick, a journey that adds time and costs.



"If we didn't have Brunswick, I think the supply chain would be in a bad way on the auto side," said Griff Lynch, chief executive of the Georgia Ports Authority, who has overseen an ambitious expansion of Brunswick. But he said some areas at the port were now getting congested and acknowledged there was no way Brunswick could handle all of Baltimore's vehicles -- in April, the port expects to take around 17,000 more than the 70,000 it normally handles in a month.



Such frenetic workarounds to deal with Baltimore's closing are happening up and down the East Coast, for vehicles, shipping containers and coal.



But not all the adjustments are going well. The trucking industry is under immense stress with executives saying they are struggling to get drivers and loads to where they are needed on time and without losing money.



Akram Ayyad, owner of 410 Transport, a Maryland trucking company, said that his costs had shot up because he now had to transport cargo farther, to the Port of New York and New Jersey instead of Baltimore, and that his customers were balking at having to pay more.



"We're dying here," he said.




Stevedores driving John Deere tractors up a ramp into a ship at the port in Brunswick, Ga.





The tractors would normally ship from Baltimore but were rerouted after the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse there last month.




The almost total closing of the Baltimore port is also hurting shipping lines, which have had a rough year. They were already rerouting vessels to avoid the Red Sea, 
where the Houthi militias of Yemen are attacking cargo ships
, and dealing with delays at the Panama Canal, 
which has reduced passages
 because of low water levels.



The Baltimore disruption is an unnerving reminder of the extreme supply chain snarls of 2021 and 2022 that caused shipping costs to soar and helped stoke inflation, 
which remains elevated
.



To help alleviate the impact of the Key Bridge's collapse, the Biden administration is turning to a special supply chain disruption task force it set up in 2021. "That helped with easing frictions very, very quickly," said Lael Brainard, the director of the National Economic Council.



Port officials say they can absorb Baltimore's goods for now in large part because the supply chain is not under as much pressure as it was two to three years ago, when there was a deluge of imports during the pandemic.



The Port of New York and New Jersey is handling about two-thirds of Baltimore's container business and a third of its auto cargo, said Beth Rooney, a director of the Port Authority there. She learned around 3 a.m. on March 26 that the Key Bridge had been struck and quickly reached out to her counterpart in Maryland to offer help.



"My immediate thought, due to our proximity to Baltimore, was that we were going to wind up receiving a lot of their cargo," Ms. Rooney said.



Rick Cotton, the executive director of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, said that, even with the goods from Baltimore, the port's container traffic was around 20 percent below levels reached in the pandemic rush.



But port officials said operations could begin to show signs of strain if the Baltimore port did not reopen by the end of May, when 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers expects to restore normal traffic
 to the port. The main problem will be in transporting goods out of the port to their destinations.



"As each of these additional shocks comes along," Mr. Cotton said, "this puts extraordinary stress on the system."



Brunswick and the Port of New York and New Jersey are no strangers to disaster. Last year, 
a fire on a car-carrying vessel at Port Newark
 spread to three decks and killed two firefighters. In 2019, a car-carrying vessel 
capsized at Brunswick
, closing the port for a few days.



Newark, Brunswick and Baltimore do not just load cars on and off ships. The ports also have processing facilities, where workers inspect cars for damage and install items like tow hitches, mats, lighting, wheel locks and cargo nets. Brunswick has a large building where agricultural equipment destined for Australia and New Zealand is fumigated to kill pests.



Gary LoBue, a principal with FAPS, an auto processor with some 300 employees in Newark, said the number of cars going through his facilities had doubled, to around 10,000 a week, after the Baltimore bridge collapse.




The FAPS plant in Newark where workers inspect cars that have recently been unloaded at the port.





Gary LoBue, left, and his brother, August, are principals at FAPS, an auto processing company.




"Everybody makes a little overtime," he said during a tour of his company's workshops, which were filled with the smell of new cars and the whir of powered screwdrivers. Mr. LoBue said the last time there was an unexpected surge of cars into his business was during the "
Cash for Clunkers" program
 that spurred demand for new cars after the last financial crisis.



In another workaround, imported cars originally destined for Baltimore are coming into Newark and being trucked to processors in Baltimore, to provide work there while the port is closed. Richard Scher, a spokesman for the Baltimore port, said 14,000 vehicles had been brought down.



But such adjustments are straining the trucking industry.



Smaller car transporters, which have struggled in recent years because car sales have been hurt by the pandemic, a chip shortage and strikes, have not been able invest sufficiently in their fleets, said Sarah Riggs Amico, executive chair of Jack Cooper Transport, an auto carrier. "The supply chain right now is relatively imperiled in auto," she said.



Container carrying truckers are also hurting.



Mr. Ayyad, the Baltimore trucker, said he usually charged customers about $300 to transport a used vehicle in a container to the Baltimore port for shipment to Dubai. Sending the cars to Newark costs him roughly $1,050 each trip, he said, but his clients have resisted paying more. Nevertheless, he continues to offer the service to keep drivers who may quit if there isn't enough work for them.



Mr. Ayyad said he was dipping into his savings to keep the business afloat. "We are spending pretty much everything we have right now," he said.



Before the Key Bridge collapsed, Kathleen Kropp's business, Triple H Trucking, with 15 trucks, would transport containers with consumer goods to York, Pa., from Baltimore, a 60-mile journey. Now, though, the trucks must go from Baltimore to the Port of Virginia in Norfolk to pick up containers and take them to York before returning to Baltimore.



Her customers are paying more, Ms. Kropp said, but drivers are earning much less because they are doing fewer runs each week. Customers are sticking with her, she said, despite the higher costs. "I really do believe that the people are trying to help, because people are suffering," she said.




Lamberts Point, a site in Norfolk that handles coal shipments, is frequently running both of the machines that load coal into ships because of the extra volume.





A worker directed rail traffic at the coal terminal, which has had an increase of almost 35 percent.




Baltimore's main export commodity -- Appalachian coal -- is also being diverted to Norfolk, where it is being shipped out of Lamberts Point, a site run by Norfolk Southern, the railroad company.



Ed Elkins, chief marketing officer at Norfolk Southern, said that the company sends up to 1.5 million tons of coal through Lamberts Point a month and that absorbing Baltimore's coal could increase that volume by as much as 35 percent.



Lamberts Point is now frequently running both of the loaders that put coal onto ships because of the extra coal, said Tom Novitske, superintendent of terminals at Norfolk Southern.



"The old hands, last year, when the volumes weren't as big, would try to old school you and tell you about the glory days," Mr. Novitske said. "Well, we're kind of feeling them again right now."



At Brunswick, the stevedores driving the vehicles onto the ships, members of the International Longshoremen's Association, say there is enough work for entry-level workers to get 40 hours a week, something that was rare in the past. The work force can handle the extra cargo that has come since Baltimore closed, said Nicky Diggs, recording secretary at the I.L.A. in Brunswick.



"We learn to adjust quickly, no matter what we're faced with," Mrs. Diggs said, "And that's just part of logistics to be honest."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/business/ports-truckers-baltimore-bridge.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Why Does It Take India Six Weeks to Vote?



The election is a giant undertaking that requires millions of poll workers, voting machines and security forces to cover deserts, mountains, forests and megacities.




A poll official working on electronic voting machines at a distribution center.




By John Yoon and Hari Kumar


Apr 17, 2024


When Indians start heading to the polls on Friday, it will be just the beginning of a colossal democratic process. Not until June 4, after six weeks of voting, will India know whether its powerful prime minister, Narendra Modi, will remain in office for a third term.



Why does it all take so long? The short answer: India is the world's 
most populous nation
, with 969 million eligible voters. That's more than one-tenth of the world's population, or about four times the number of eligible voters in the next largest democracy, the United States.



The longer answer involves India's geography, election rules, security apparatus, holidays and electronic voting machines -- a complicated choreography for a big, complicated nation.



Mind-Bogglingly Large



India's first national parliamentary elections, from 1951 to 1952, lasted over 120 days. In 1977, they took five days. But, generally, they have taken weeks or months, even without primary elections, because of their sheer scale.



The country has a land area of more than a million square miles, with people in 
megacities
, scattered throughout the 
Himalayas
, in the 
Thar Desert
, inside 
forests
 and along the 
Ganges
.



India's laws also state that voters can't be required to travel more than 2 kilometers, or 1.2 miles, from their home to get to a polling station. To make that possible, 12 million election workers will traverse the country to set up polling stations this year, sometimes by foot, bicycle, helicopter or boat -- or even by horse, camel or elephant.



Some of those trips can take days. In 2019, the country's highest polling station was more than 15,000 feet above sea level in the Spiti Valley of the Himalayas. In 2009, a team of five 
trekked deep into the Gir Forest
 in Gujarat, in India's west, to reach the lone inhabitant of a remote Hindu temple.




Government employees assigned for election duty lining up to cast their ballot early at a polling station in Chennai.




"It is an honor, it really is," the priest, Bharatdas Darshandas, told reporters after the election that year. "It proves how India values its democracy."



Preserving Order



In the early years of India's democracy, clashes between supporters of rival parties turned deadly. Candidates were kidnapped. Local police officers, failing to maintain order, were accused of taking sides under pressure from the ruling politicians. So, starting in the 1990s, national paramilitary forces began to be deployed on a large scale in elections.



India is deploying over 300,000 members of its federal security forces to help transport voting machines and maintain peace at voting booths this year. Because they can't cover the entire nation at once, elections are split into multiple stages. In each stage, the soldiers shift from one region to another.



These safety precautions prolong elections that would otherwise take a few days, said Vikram Singh, the former police chief of India's largest state, Uttar Pradesh, who had supervised security forces in past elections. But he said voters were safer because of them.



Violence
 is infrequent at polling stations today. The presence of soldiers there also instills confidence in the election results.



While having multiple stages has prevented violent outbreaks, it has also prompted criticism that it makes the election process take too long. 
S. Y. Quraishi
, a former chief election commissioner, said in an interview that the gaps between the phases had given more time for rumors and disinformation to spread.



Working Around Holidays



When the Election Commission of India schedules votes, it tries to avoid India's various public holidays and religious festivals. Harvest season, the academic calendar, exam schedules and the weather are also considered.



The careful planning has helped achieve high voter turnout. In 2019, 67 percent of the electorate voted in the national election, the highest participation rate in the country's history.



One holiday during this election is Mahavir Jayanti, on April 21, one of the most important festivals in Jainism, a religion of some six million people in India. Another is Buddha's birthday, May 23, when monks will carry sacred relics of Buddha on chariots, and people will decorate their homes with flowers and donate to those in need.




Government employees assigned for election duty transported electronic voting machines to a remote location in Darjeeling in 2019.




Millions of Machines



Electronic voting machines became a standard in all of India's national elections in 2004. They have made voting simpler for millions of people, particularly in India's teeming cities, where the busiest polling stations can serve up to 12,000 people on the voting day.



The machines were built to be more portable and lighter than traditional ballot boxes. But they must be transported to wherever the polling stations are set up. Each machine consists of a "control unit" that tallies and stores votes; "balloting units" with buttons that voters press; and a printer that creates a paper trail.



They also come with special carrying cases that make them easy to pack. Workers follow elaborate safeguards to transport them around the country.



Thanks to these machines, once the voting is over, the counting goes fast.
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Nine People, Including an Airline Worker, Are Arrested in $14.5 Million Gold Heist



The stolen gold was partly used to buy guns that were bound for Canada, the police said.




Nick Milinovich, the deputy chief of the Peel Regional Police, speaking on Wednesday about arrests in connection with last year's theft of gold bars and bank notes at Toronto Pearson Airport.




By Ian Austen


Apr 17, 2024


It was a brazen theft: thousands of gold bars and millions of dollars in bank notes stolen a year ago from Toronto's international airport.



On Wednesday, Canadian authorities announced the arrest of nine people, including an Air Canada employee, in connection with the theft of more than 20 million Canadian dollars, about $14.5 million, in gold bars and 2.5 million dollars, about $1.8 million, in bank notes that vanished from a warehouse at Toronto Pearson Airport in April 2023.



Arrest warrants have also been issued for three other people, including a manager at the airline.



"This story is a sensational one," Nishan Duraiappah, chief of the Peel Regional Police, said at a news conference on Wednesday, where he stood in front of a truck he said was used in the heist. "One we jokingly say belongs in a Netflix series." The Peel police are responsible for law enforcement at Toronto's airport.



The gold, Chief Duraiappah said, was partly used to buy guns that were bound for Canada. The man who drove the truck used in the gold theft was arrested in Pennsylvania in September after a police officer stopped a rental car he was driving for a traffic violation and found 65 guns, two of which were fully automatic rifles. The man has been charged with conspiracy to illegally traffic firearms into Canada.



It is unclear if that arrest and a separate investigation by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives in the United States into the firearms smuggling revealed the broader theft plot. Eric DeGree, a special agent for the A.T.F. who was at the news conference, said that the agency contacted the Peel police after finding the man's name in a police information database.



The gold theft, which Chief Duraiappah said was Canada's largest, appeared to be remarkably simple. The gold and cash arrived at the Toronto airport in a special container aboard an Air Canada flight from Switzerland on April 17, 2023, and was moved to one of the airline's warehouses.



The container held 6,600 gold bars that were destined for a Toronto-based bank and bank notes bound for a currency exchange.



About two hours later, a truck driven by the man who was arrested in Pennsylvania pulled up at the warehouse. The man carried a waybill -- a document usually issued by a carrier with details about a shipment -- that gave him access to the warehouse, the police said.



It was actually a duplicate of a waybill, printed on an Air Canada printer, for a shipment of seafood that had been picked up a day earlier.



The container with the gold bars and bank notes was loaded into the truck.



"They needed people inside Air Canada to facilitate this theft," Mike Mavity, a detective sergeant with the Peel police, said at the news conference.



Video recordings showed the truck traveling down Canada's busiest highway before eventually disappearing from sight in a rural area west of the city. 



Peel police officers were called early the next morning after a Brink's armored truck arrived with the actual waybill for the shipment of gold and bank notes.



The police said on Wednesday that they believe the gold bars, which had serial numbers, were all melted down and that they had seized smelting pots. The only gold recovered, the police said, was six bracelets made out of about 89,000 Canadian dollars' worth of pure gold. Among the people arrested was the owner of a jewelry shop in Toronto.



During the news conference, the police displayed two handwritten lists that they said detailed the payouts to the people involved in the theft.



"This is a story about reverse alchemy," said Nando Iannicca, the chairman of the regional government. "This is about how gold becomes guns."
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Bob Graham, Former Florida Governor and Senator, Dies at 87



After the 9/11 attacks, Mr. Graham became an outspoken critic of President George W. Bush's response and voted against invading Iraq.




Bob Graham in his Miami Lakes office in 2015.




By Robert D. McFadden


Apr 17, 2024


Bob Graham, a Florida Democrat who as a little-known state senator cleaned stables and waited on tables in a clever populist strategy that helped to boost him into the governorship, the United States Senate and a run for the presidency, has died. He was 87. 



His daughter Gwen Graham 
posted a family statement
 on social media Tuesday evening announcing his death. The statement did not say where or when he died or provide a cause. Mr. Graham was disabled by a stroke in May 2020.



The son of a Florida state senator, Mr. Graham gained little political traction after 13 years in the State Legislature. He seemed destined to rise no higher than his father. Then he had an idea. Besides his official duties, he resolved to work eight hours a day in hundreds of mostly entry-level jobs to bond with his constituents. He performed what he called "Workdays" off and on for the rest of his career.



He was, for a day, a short-order cook, a bellhop, a social work aide, a plumber. He saw a murder victim on a night riding with cops. He was a department store Santa, a citrus packer and an office temp. He applied for food stamps. He picked tomatoes under a broiling sun, filled potholes, collected garbage, cut down tree limbs broken after a storm and was a circus clown.




Senator Bob Graham unloading bags from a USAir jet at Tampa International Airport in 2001. He often worked regular jobs for a day as a way to commune with his constituents.




Voters and the press, especially television news programs, loved these "Workdays," which became a campaign staple. Mr. Graham would win two terms as governor (1979-1987), three terms in the Senate (1987-2005) and a heady but hopeless run for the White House in 2003.



When he retired from the Senate after 38 years of public life, Mr. Graham, an obsessive diarist of minutiae that read like an hourly log, had itemized all his "Workdays" experiences as well as his activities as governor, senator and presidential aspirant. The record showed that, outside his official duties, he had worked in 921 more-or-less ordinary jobs in 109 cities and five states.



"I have a reputation, that is not undeserved, as being more of an understated person, and I'm not easily aroused to fervent, some people would say charismatic, levels," he said in a campaign interview with The New York Times. "But I think maybe what the American people want right now is someone who can give them a sense of steady leadership, as opposed to an emotional jolt."



He always relied on steady progress. As Florida's 38th governor, he won high marks for educational strides in public schools and universities; economic programs that added 1.2 million jobs and raised per capita income above national averages for the first time. His environmental policies brought fragile lands like the Everglades under state protection. He was easily re-elected in 1982, and he left office as one of Florida's most popular politicians, with an 83 percent voter-approval rating.



In the 1986 Senate election, he beat the incumbent, Senator Paula Hawkins, by a 55-to-45 percent margin, and he won re-elections over Bill Grant in 1992 and Charlie Christ in 1998 with about two-thirds of the votes. Mr. Graham was chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee during and after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, which killed some 3,000 people.



After the attacks, he became a national spokesman on intelligence and security issues, and he was a severe critic of President George W. Bush and his administration's response to terrorism and the long and costly U.S. involvement in wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.



Mr. Graham and 22 other Senators voted against the invasion of Iraq by an American-led coalition in 2003 -- an attack rationalized by Mr. Bush's claims that Iraq's president, Saddam Hussein, had supported Al Qaeda and had possessed weapons of mass destruction. Mr. Graham led the joint congressional investigation into 9/11, which in 2004 found no evidence of any ties between Hussein and Al Qaeda. Weapons of mass destruction were not found in Iraq.



Throughout Mr. Graham's Senate years, his name was raised in vice-presidential politics. He was called a possible running mate to Michael Dukakis in 1988, to Bill Clinton in 1992, to Al Gore in 2000 and to John Kerry in 2004. Mr. Graham disclosed his own candidacy for the 2004 Democratic presidential nomination in December 2002.



But that bid was a short dream. Within weeks he had open-heart surgery, and the campaign faltered. He withdrew from the race in October 2003 and, a month later, said he would not seek re-election to the Senate in 2004. He retired when his term ended in January 2005.



Daniel Robert Graham, who never used his given name, was born in Coral Gables, Fla., on Nov. 9, 1936, to Ernest R. "Cap" and Hilda (Simmons) Graham. By a previous marriage, to Florence Morris, Ernest Graham had three children, Mary, Philip and Bill Graham, half-siblings of Robert. Phil Graham and his wife, Katharine (Meyer) Graham, whose family owned The Washington Post, were co-owners of the newspaper, and he also became publisher.



Ernest Graham, a dairy farmer, mining engineer, real estate developer and Democratic politician, was a Florida senator from 1937 to 1944. His second wife was a teacher. Some genealogical studies suggest that the Graham family shared common distant ancestors with Presidents Jimmy Carter, Richard M. Nixon and Warren G. Harding.



At Miami Senior High School, Robert Graham received the Sigma Chi Award, the school's highest honor for character, leadership, scholarship and service; was elected president of the student body in his senior year and graduated in 1955. At the University of Florida, he was inducted into the Phi Beta Kappa honors society and received a bachelor's degree in political science in 1959. He earned a degree from Harvard Law School in 1962.



In 1959, Mr. Graham married Adele Khoury. They had four daughters: Gwen, Cissy, Suzanne and Kendall. Gwen Graham was a United States representative from Florida from 2015 to 2017, ran unsuccessfully for governor of Florida in 2017 and became an assistant secretary of education in the Biden administration.



Mr. Graham lived in Miami Lakes, a town founded by his family. He began his political career in 1966 with election to the Florida House of Representatives from Dade County. In 1970 he won a seat in the Florida Senate, also from Dade, and was re-elected in 1972 and 1976 in a redrawn district that encompassed parts of northern Dade and southern Broward Counties.



Mr. Graham was a member of the Senate Education Committee when it held public hearings around the state in 1974. In Miami, he spoke of a dearth of civic awareness among students. In response, a frustrated high school teacher, Sue Reilly, complained that no one on the committee had any experience with education, and she challenged Mr. Graham to teach a civics class for a day.



He agreed, thinking it would never happen. But Ms. Reilly fixed a date at Carol City High School in Miami. Teaching for a day inspired Mr. Graham's "Workdays" idea, and he decided to teach the civics class for a semester. In succeeding years, he incorporated such days into all his election campaigns, and in 1978, when he won the governorship, he published "Workdays: Finding Florida on the Job," an account of his experiences in many occupations.



The book began a writing career that paralleled his rising political prominence. He wrote scores of newspaper op-ed articles on state and national issues, and in 2004 he and a speechwriter, Jeff Nussbaum, produced "Intelligence Matters: The CIA, the FBI, Saudi Arabia and the Failure of America's War on Terrorism." It detailed a dozen purported flaws in the nation's defenses against terrorists.



After leaving the Senate, Mr. Graham taught for a year at Harvard, then created the Bob Graham Center for Public Service at the University of Florida as a forum for policymakers and scholars to train students for leadership roles. He also wrote "America, The Owner's Manual: Making Government Work for You" (2009, with Chris Hand), a primer on effective participation in democracy.



His novel, "Keys to the Kingdom" (2011), was a thriller about a retired U.S. senator like himself and a Special Forces investigator racing to head off a Saudi Arabian terrorist plot to set off a nuclear weapon in America.
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Finding Comfort in a Haircut



A good cut is hard to find no matter where you live. But some hairstylists know it holds more weight for their transgender clients.








By Ben Kesslen
Photographs by Erica Dischino, Erin Schaff and Dustin Miller


Apr 13, 2024


Xavier Cruz and JP Gomez, a married gay couple, knew 
discrimination against the L.G.B.T.Q. community
 had become widespread. But as owners of 
Barba Grooming Boutique
, a salon in Manhattan, they thought their industry was largely immune.



So in 2016, when they read a story about 
a trans man suing a California barbershop
 for denying him a haircut, they were spurred to action: With the help of 
Terri & Sandy
, an ad agency, the two set up Strands for Trans, a nonprofit group that maps salons and barbershops that have explicitly pledged their support for transgender clients.



Mr. Cruz, 55, and Mr. Gomez, 37, initially called locations in New York asking if they would join, receiving some welcome publicity from their friend the fashion designer 
Marc Jacobs
. But finding businesses in some areas proved more challenging. After two weeks (and hundreds of calls), the couple was able to recruit at least one member in each state.



Now, eight years later, Strands for Trans has expanded its membership to more than 4,900 locations across the United States, as far-reaching as Deep Cuts, in Duluth, Minn., and Goldenrod Parlor, in Gainesville, Fla.




Noah Neumeister, a hairstylist at Mullet Proof in Boise, Idaho, said his work was "more than just doing hair."




Kai, 14, travels about an hour with his parents for his haircut at Goldenrod. It's not for a lack of competent local barbers in Columbia County, Fla., where he lives; rather, Kai was in search of a stylist better attuned to the needs of trans boys like him -- and he didn't want to return to the one who had given him a style more suited for a middle-aged woman.



"I have been the person given the 45-year-old woman haircut," said Avin Posen, Kai's stylist.



Mr. Posen, 32, not only provided Kai with the cut he wanted -- like "the 
TikTok boys
 from 2020," Kai said -- but was also the first trans adult he had met. "I didn't see any trans people, even at school," said Kai, whose parents asked that his last name not be used. "I was the only one."



To join Strands for Trans, businesses must sign an agreement to respect their transgender clients. In exchange, the network provides educational workshops for members about how to make transgender and nonbinary people feel comfortable in their chairs.



Though there are a significant number of member salons in big coastal cities, they are far more sparse in rural counties like the one Kai lives in. Still, in states where 
gender transition care is being restricted
, L.G.B.T.Q.-friendly salons are popping up with the specific intention of providing trans people with a good haircut.



Hannah McCann, a senior lecturer at the University of Melbourne 
who studies salons
, said she "can't overstate how important and profound it is" that spaces like Goldenrod exist in states with governments hostile to the L.G.B.T.Q. community.



"What people are communicating is, 'I want to look a certain way, this is what makes me feel good in my body, and this person in the salon is the one that helps me do that,'" Professor McCann said.




Bee Golding, the owner of Deep Cuts, in Duluth, Minn., preparing to give a client a straight razor shave.




Hairstyling is among the most elemental ways in which transgender people can feel more comfortable with their appearances. "When salons decide to be trans- and queer-affirming, I think that makes a lot of difference to people who often don't feel safe bringing their bodies into public spaces," said 
Kareem Khubchandani
, an associate professor at Tufts University who studies the relationship between gender, sexuality and everyday aesthetics.



That's partly because gender is baked into the infrastructure of salons. Women's haircuts are 
typically more expensive
 than men's. Many places specialize in only one gender, let alone those who fall outside the gender binary. And some transgender and nonbinary people say 
stylists have outright refused their requests
 because of their gender identity.



"I've gone into other places asking for a trim and to get my sides re-buzzed, and ended up with three or four inches cut off," said Morrighan Nyx, a 25-year-old transgender woman, who now exclusively patronizes Mullet Proof, a salon in Boise, Idaho, that is a member of Strands for Trans.



Noah Neumeister, 25, Mullet Proof's owner, described his work as "more than just doing hair." In April 2023, after the state's Republican governor signed legislation 
banning gender transition care
 for people under 18, Mullet Proof hosted an event to provide free haircuts for those affected.



That kind of inclusivity brought Zeth Roark, who is nonbinary and uses they and them pronouns, into Mullet Proof for their first haircut in two years. "My hair looked pretty bad, honestly," Mx. Roark, 23, said. After their initial appointment, "I actually felt good about a haircut for once in my life," they said. "Mullet Proof is a place where you feel safe to be yourself. It's a little cliche, but it's the truth."



Most salons that are members of Strands for Trans are not trans-owned, and some of the hairstylists, despite good intentions, are unfamiliar with the use of inclusive language. 



Kitt Spata, who helps train salons that are part of the network, said that a majority of the work involves challenging stylists to think beyond the gendered language endemic in hair styling. Instead of calling certain styles "masculine," they'll suggest "bold"; likewise, they'll substitute "soft" for "feminine."



"It can be hard at first to avoid using gendered terms," Mx. Spata, 26, said. "But there are many more terms to use that can make hair styling feel more artistic."




Mr. Neumeister, left, the owner of Mullet Proof, believes his work is "more than just doing hair."




Olivia Noel, 27, who visits Goldenrod to get her cut in a shag, is currently one of the plaintiffs suing Florida over a law restricting access to gender transition care for adults. The salon, she said, helps her feel a little less alone.



"That's not even getting into the amazing work they do," she continued. "My hair has never looked better."
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Let's Keep This Vintage Fashion Boutique Just Between Us



A laid-back shop in Los Angeles is a semi-secret spot for celebrities and costume designers.




A shopper browses at the Kit Vintage.




By Alexandra Jacobs


Apr 16, 2024


Vintage-clothing aficionados are either pawing through piles of polyester looking for that one treasure, arms itching and aching ... or paying an obscene amount for something that the passage of time has made fragile, even if it doesn't have sweat stains (and it might!).



Robyn Goldberg, the owner of 
the Kit Vintage
, shows a glamorous middle way. At her store on Beverly Boulevard in Los Angeles, there are just a few racks, but what's there, to quote Spencer Tracy in "
Pat and Mike
," is cherce.



With the help of Ms. Goldberg, a special-occasions specialist who also does a brisk bridal business, you will discover the work of unjustly forgotten designers like 
Mary Ann Restivo
, 
Bill Tice
 and 
Luis Estevez
 among the Vuitton and Versace. "Accessible vintage luxury," is the goal, she said. "I want someone to be able to come in and take it home and not just wish for it."



Among her devoted regulars is Lou Eyrich, the costume designer who supplied the 
much admired outfits
 for the FX series "Feud: Capote vs. the Swans." These included an ice-blue Swedish couture ball gown for Demi Moore as Ann Woodward and a silk lounge set for Naomi Watts as Babe Paley, both from the Kit Vintage.




A salesperson at Platt Boutique Jewelry shows off the store's wares.




"I call her frantic: 'This is what I need!' And she sends the perfect Upper East Side elegant dress, perfect satin shine, perfect train," Ms. Eyrich said on the phone between fittings for another production. "Thank you, Robyn!"



Ms. Goldberg and her husband, Larry Plotitsa ("that sweet, sweet husband," Ms. Eyrich called him), proprietor with his sister, Natasha Tsimmerman of 
Platt Boutique Jewelry,
 have shared approximately 2,000 square feet of retail space for seven years: a mom-and-pop-and-aunt shop that could be the set of its own dramedy.



The businesses are separate but have been complementary ever since one fiancee, who'd come to Mr. Plotitsa for a ring, noticed one of Ms. Goldberg's finds, a 1970s Saks Fifth Avenue number hand-painted with lions and tigers, and bought it for her engagement party.



"They loved big cats," Ms. Goldberg said. There are worse quirks.



The couple was sitting on the Platt side of the store on a recent sunny afternoon as their daughter, Edie, 7, played dress-up with a pair of mismatched marabou boudoir mules. (They also have a son, Shaya, 12, and two Boston terriers, Gizmo and Buda.) A liquor cart twinkled dangerously in the corner.




Robyn Goldberg, the owner of the Kit Vintage, right, with her husband, Larry Plotitsa, who runs the jewelry shop at the same location.




They grew up in Chicago and met in high school but didn't date till after graduation, when Mr. Plotitsa was toiling for his father in that city's diamond district, thinking he'd become a bar or club owner.



"Because he was, like, a raver," Ms. Goldberg said.



"I was in the scene in the '90s!" Mr. Plotitsa said.



After Ms. Goldberg moved to New York to attend the Fashion Institute of Technology, planning to become a buyer, he visited for a while but then broke up with her on voice mail and ignored her messages.



"What's it called now? Ghosting." Ms. Goldberg said.



"I was 19!" Mr. Plotitsa said. "I was like: 'She's living there, I'm living here, I'm 
19
!'"



Three years later they got back together and have been partners in work and life ever since: finishing each other's sentences, sharing each other's customers and encouraging each other's splurges. "He's the only person, to this day, that I want to shop with," Ms. Goldberg said.



She worked for the designer Anna Sui and the laddie magazine Maxim before becoming the fashion editor at Teen People. Mr. Plotitsa contributed a custom-made gold necklace for Nelly, the rapper, to one of her layouts.



"Cut to, the politics of the editorial world starts getting gross," she said, referring to the publisher's habit of telling the staff what to shoot. She quit and became a freelance stylist in Los Angeles, with mixed results: "I'm shopping and shopping, and schlepping and schlepping."



Meanwhile, Mr. Plotitsa got his gemology degree, turned down a job in the estate department of a big department store and, with Ms. Tsimmerman, opened a tiny booth next to a vending machine at the Antiquarius Center, a fancy antiques emporium that has since burned down, before expanding to a bungalow on Robertson Boulevard.



Celebrities began coming in to get bling for their wingdings and have never stopped. Brendan Fraser had on an Art Deco platinum, sapphire and diamond brooch from Platt when he 
won an Oscar
 for "Whale" in 2023, and Monica Lewinsky wore earrings and a necklace from the store to 
this year's Vanity Fair party
.



"People gate-keep us," Mr. Plotitsa said. "It's their little secret. We're priced fair, and they don't want to share that. We're not a Maxfield," the 
haughty boutique
 on Melrose Avenue.



The internet's fame sleuths, however, are not easily deterred. When Angelina Jolie's daughter, Zahara, wore a gold-trimmed white Grecian gown from the Kit Vintage to the premiere of "Eternals" at the Rome Film Festival in 2021, 
hashtags bloomed
 like cherry blossoms in April.



Ms. Goldberg said she appreciates that the Jolies come in to browse themselves. She wrinkles her nose a little at working with celebrity stylists, who often want items for free and can be stingy with sourcing credit. Many red-carpet regulars, anyway, are beholden to their lucrative deals with fashion houses.



And yet modern designers regularly examine the couple's offerings for inspiration, including John Galliano, whose brand the couple says is one of the most requested these days, over a decade since he was 
fired from Dior
 after an antisemitic rant in Paris.



"He's actually really very nice," Mr. Plotitsa said. "And we're Jews."



With sites like Depop and Etsy, a younger generation has cottoned to the idea that previously worn clothes are not icky or kooky, but ecologically responsible. Many are rolling their eyes at the insane markups of traditional wedding vendors.



One bride-to-be recently spent $600 on a simple silk dress from the Kit that her artist friends could build a theme around at Burning Man; another, saying "I just want drama," splurged on an open-backed iridescent "taffeta monstrosity" from Donna Karan's 2005 fall runway for her rehearsal dinner for $2,500.



To properly showcase such treasures, Ms. Goldberg said she "manifested" occupancy of the current store, in a historical landmark building, after seeing a For Lease sign in the window.



"They were signing a cyber cafe," she said. "I was like, 'Well, that's the wrong business for you.'"
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N.R.A. to Overhaul Charity It's Accused of Using as a 'Piggy Bank'



The gun group settled with the District of Columbia's attorney general, who said it had misused tax-deductible donations. The N.R.A. denies all wrongdoing in the case.




National Rifle Association members at a convention in Indianapolis last year.




By Danny Hakim


Apr 17, 2024


The National Rifle Association reached a settlement on Wednesday with the District of Columbia's attorney general, agreeing to make governance changes that would curtail its use of millions of dollars raised by an affiliated charity accused of mishandling tax-deductible donations.



For years, the N.R.A. made liberal use of the foundation's coffers to prop up its own dwindling fortunes. The attorney general's office said the practice illegally drew on charitable donations, which are not supposed to be used for political activity.



The N.R.A., in a statement, portrayed the settlement as a victory, saying it had "proved that all funds" taken from its foundation "were applied exclusively in furtherance of its charitable programs and that there was no misuse" of resources.



Charles Cotton, the N.R.A.'s president, called the lawsuit a "political attack" and said his group had been vindicated, while the group's lead outside lawyer, William A. Brewer III, called it a "politically motivated action."



But Brian L. Schwalb, the attorney general, characterized the settlement much differently.



"Caving to pressure from the N.R.A., the foundation diverted millions of dollars to the N.R.A. in grants and risky loans," he said in his own statement, adding that the N.R.A. had used its foundation "as an unchecked piggy bank."



The settlement is one more legal shoe to drop for the embattled gun rights group. In February, a Manhattan jury found Wayne LaPierre, the longtime leader of the N.R.A., liable for 
misspending $5.4 million
 of the organization's money. Mr. LaPierre announced his resignation on the eve of the six-week corruption trial, which detailed his 
lavish personal expenses
, including chartered flights for his relatives, excursions on luxury yachts and nearly $275,000 in Zegna suits.



That case was brought by Letitia James, the attorney general of New York. The N.R.A. is chartered there, while its foundation is based in Washington. A judge will weigh further action during a second phase of the Manhattan proceeding.



The N.R.A. has also brought its own litigation in federal court against New York State. Last month, the U.S. Supreme Court appeared sympathetic to the group's arguments that a state official had violated its rights by trying to encourage an N.R.A. boycott after a school shooting.



But dissent has been rising within the N.R.A.'s own ranks about its management and spending practices in recent years as scandals have proliferated. Fierce critics have included Oliver North, its former president, and a few of its former board members.



Mr. Schwalb is only the second elected attorney general of the District of Columbia; the N.R.A. case was brought by his predecessor, 
Karl Racine
, who 
filed a lawsuit
 in 2020. The office lacks the authority to impose financial penalties, so the terms of the settlement agreement are limited.



The N.R.A. said in the language of the agreement that it was entering into it "solely for the purpose of settlement," admitting "no liability" and denying "the district's allegations."



But the sides agreed to a number of steps that would create paper trails tracking how money is spent within the organizations. The N.R.A. Foundation will require the N.R.A. to submit grant applications before it receives charitable funds and create a reporting process for how the funds are used. There are new rules for loans as well as sharing resources: After originally promising to provide its foundation with free office space and staff when it was created in 1991, the N.R.A. eventually began charging it more than $6 million a year. A written lease agreement is now required.



The foundation will conduct nonprofit training for board members and officers, create an audit committee and establish new policies on conflicts of interest. The N.R.A. also agreed to report any changes to the attorney general's office during the duration of the settlement, which runs through 2026.



The development comes as the N.R.A. faces an array of financial challenges. The group has been hobbled by a half-decade of corruption allegations and soaring legal fees. Dues-paying members plummeted to 4.2 million from 
nearly six million
 around five years ago, and revenue is down 44 percent since 2016, according to 
internal audits
.



In 2019, The New York Times 
reported
 that the N.R.A. had drawn more than $200 million out of its foundation over a decade. But after the Washington lawsuit was filed the next year, the group appeared to start changing its practices as part of broader efforts to clean up its governance in the wake of regulatory scrutiny. In 2022, $16 million flowed to the N.R.A. from its foundation, roughly half of what it had taken out three years earlier, according to tax filings.



No detailed accounting has been made public of how this money is being spent, though some of the N.R.A.'s work qualifies as charitable. In addition to being a political advocacy group, the N.R.A. undertakes activities related to gun safety training and marksmanship that would be considered a legitimate use of foundation funds.



"Donors are entitled to know that their charitable contributions will be used in furtherance of a nonprofit organization's stated charitable mission," Mr. Schwalb said, adding that his office had a "longstanding commitment to safeguarding donors' money."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/us/nra-settlement.html
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Critic's Notebook



Philip Johnson's Brick House and Its Hidden Boudoir, Exposed



The Glass House in Connecticut has its 75th anniversary, followed by the reopening of its long-mute twin, "warmer and toastier and sexier."








By Christopher Hawthorne


Apr 13, 2024


Diptych, dyad, dialectic: The relationship between the first pair of buildings Philip Johnson designed for his estate in New Canaan, Conn., has taxed the metaphorical imaginations of critics and architectural historians since the structures were completed, just months apart, in 1949.



On one side, the Glass House, transparent and entirely self-possessed, a work of modernist daring framed in steel and inspired, as Johnson was only too happy to admit, by the designs of his hero, the German architect 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe.
 On the other, the Brick House, sometimes called the Guest House, hiding behind its inscrutable exterior the bedroom Johnson called his "sex room," as well as the mechanical equipment serving its more glamorous relative 105 feet away.



Point, counterpoint. You could write a book about the Freudian relationship between the two buildings, linked by a tunnel carrying water and power -- a connection Johnson called the "umbilical cord." And in fact somebody has: Adele Tutter, associate clinical professor of psychiatry at Columbia University, whose 
2016 study "Dream House: An Intimate Portrait of the Philip Johnson Glass House"
 observes that the architect, fully exposed "in his transparent house, nevertheless remained ever-connected to a source of warmth and sustenance, hidden behind a forbidding and impenetrable facade, in a house of earthen brick."



Yet since 2008 visitors to the New Canaan compound where Johnson lived with his longtime partner, the collector and curator David Whitney, before donating it to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, have arrived to find the Brick House shut up tight.




Visitors touring the Glass House, at rear, 105 feet from the Brick House, with porthole windows, in 1965. Johnson completed them months apart in 1949.




Its planned restoration, to address longstanding leaks and water damage, languished even as other structures by Johnson on the rolling 49-acre campus, including the 1970 Sculpture Gallery, got their own updates. In its middle age as in its youth, the Brick House stood mutely by, its feet brushed by a spotlight on the Glass House that never fully turned its way.



Until now, that is: To mark the 75th anniversary of these original buildings, 
the Brick House,
 its restoration finally complete, will open for public tours beginning May 2. The $1.8 million effort has faithfully preserved the structure as it looked in 1953, when the ever-impatient Johnson thoroughly redesigned its 960-square-foot interior. It was a makeover that hinted at Johnson's turn, during the decade that followed, away from Miesian rigor and toward ornament and freewheeling historical quotation. In the bedroom, where overnight guests would later include Andy Warhol, he added wall panels of Fortuny cotton as well as slender columns and a vaulted ceiling inspired in part by the 
breakfast room of the architect John Soane's
 house in London.



According to Mark Lamster, the architecture critic for The Dallas Morning News and author of a 
2018 biography
 of Johnson, "The Man in the Glass House," "You could make an argument that this is really one of the first works of postmodernism."



Compared to the supreme rationalism of the Glass House, Lamster said, "The Brick House is an apostasy on the interior, with the columns that don't actually hold up anything, and of course the incredible glamour of it, with these golden Fortuny walls and the dimmer lighting. There was no such thing as a bedroom with dimmer lighting before then!"




Johnson's personal library in the Brick House, pre-restoration, includes a Gaetano Pesce chair, left. 




On a rainy morning last month, a small crew from Hobbs, Inc., the contractor, was finishing detail work in its bedroom in preparation for returning 
Ibram Lassaw's
 welded bronze and steel sculpture "Clouds of Magellan" to its familiar place above the bed. The bedroom's round, porthole-like windows, on a side of the building not visible from the Glass House, had been rehung and lined with a protective UV film. Down the hall, Johnson's small personal library, with its purple carpeting, was nearly ready for the books to be reshelved. Work in the tiny but luxurious bathroom, a cocoon of black and white marble, was finished.



Unlike the Glass House, which occupies a prime site at the edge of a bluff, Johnson located the Brick House "at the bottom of a hill, which, you know, any architect or civil engineer will tell you is not the best idea," said Mark Stoner, who oversaw the restoration as the National Trust's senior director of preservation architecture, building on earlier work by the New York firm Li * Saltzman Architects. "Between the water coming up from the ground and down from the roof, the building was in such poor condition, and enough mold growth had set in, that it was not a healthy place to be."



The reopening returns a certain architectural equilibrium to Johnson's estate. The original paired structures, said Kirsten Reoch, who was named executive director of the Glass House campus last summer, "are two parts of a whole. Neither was conceived without the other. So the idea that we've been showing and interpreting half the story, it kind of blows your mind."




Excavation was done on the main drain line to prevent further flooding in the Brick House, left, and Glass House, right.





A window being removed in the library in October 2023. A protective UV film was installed on the porthole-like windows.




The 75th anniversary comes at a moment, emerging from the Covid-19 pandemic and protests following the murder of George Floyd, when many cultural institutions are re-examining their own histories with new candor. The Glass House is no different. Bringing visitors back to the Brick House, with its resolute insistence on privacy, is an opportunity to explore the relationship of its architecture to Johnson's homosexuality, which by professional necessity he kept largely hidden in the 1940s and 1950s.



As he grew older, he dropped some of the pretense. Leading an on-camera tour for the 1997 documentary 
"Diary of an Eccentric Architect,"
 Johnson smiles as he enters the sumptuous bedroom. "It's meant to be a sexy place," he says. "Against this modern world, it's supposed to be a room that invites you to romance."



He adds, "This was a great breakthrough for me, to thumb my nose at my mentor, Mies van der Rohe, and to say that things should be warmer and toastier and sexier than they are in modern, square-beamed architecture."




The Brick House windows after reinstallation.





The newly restored Brick House bathroom, with panels of black and white marble.




Among the events planned by the Glass House this spring is a discussion on May 5, featuring the architectural historians Alice Friedman and Timothy Rohan, on "the cultural significance and queer social history of the recently restored Brick House." According to Reoch, the Glass House is seeking to amend its listing on the National Register of Historic Places to include L.G.B.T.Q. history as an area of significance.



Then there is the question of Johnson's politics. Scholars in recent years have devoted increasing attention to Johnson's embrace of Fascism, which began in the 1930s after he left a curatorial post at the Museum of Modern Art and ultimately saw him accompany Nazi troops as they invaded Poland in 1939. The flimsy pretext for the trip was Johnson's role as a correspondent for publications including the Rev. 
Charles E. Coughlin's
 infamously antisemitic magazine, Social Justice.



Lamster's book includes selections from a letter Johnson wrote in 1939 to his friend Viola Bodenschatz, whose husband's brother, a German general, was chief of staff to Hermann Goring. "The German green uniforms made the place look gay and happy," Johnson wrote to Bodenschatz. "There were not many Jews to be seen. We saw Warsaw burn and Modlin being bombed. It was a stirring spectacle."



It is not that this history was 
unknown
 during the height of Johnson's influence. In 1988, the critic Michael Sorkin called out Johnson's wartime activities directly in an essay for Spy. But the architectural establishment, fairly quickly, fully welcomed Johnson back into the fold. In the final decades of the architect's life -- he died in 2005, at 98 -- it was typical to hear of his "flirtation with Fascism," as if it were little more than a youthful indiscretion.




Philip Johnson, in 1993. He died in 2005, at 98, and in his final decades was largely welcomed back into the architectural establishment.




Recent explorations of Johnson's life and work, including Lamster's biography and parts of the MSNBC host Rachel Maddow's 2023 book, 
"Prequel: An American Fight Against Fascism,"
 have pulled fewer punches.



"He spent more than a decade deeply invested in Fascist politics," Lamster said. "I believe that history is essential to understanding who he was."



There remains some disagreement about whether those politics are reflected in the design of the Glass House itself. While Johnson's Fascist period, according to the architecture critic Paul Goldberger, chairman of the Glass House Advisory Council, "was longer and deeper than previously had been acknowledged, it's also a period that I think had pretty emphatically come to an end by the time he built the Glass House."



Other scholars point to an essay Johnson himself wrote for the Architectural Review, in 1950, in which he noted that the brick cylinder that holds the Glass House's fireplace and bathroom, the design's primary vertical element, was "not derived from Mies, but rather from a burned-out wooden village I saw once where nothing was left but the foundations and chimneys of brick." This is widely understood to be a reference to one of the Polish towns he'd seen in ruins in 1939.




The interior of the Glass House includes a brick fireplace. Johnson said the cylinder containing the fireplace was inspired by a "burned-out wooden village."




Reoch, the Glass House executive director, said she planned to hire a dedicated historian for Glass House programs, in part to probe Johnson's politics more fully.



There are surely house museums where a sustained focus on ideology and sexuality might qualify as a distraction -- extraneous to the core mission of the site. This is hardly the case at the Glass House. By his own admission, Johnson was more skilled as a power broker and packager of his own legend than as a designer. He used architecture consistently to propel larger ambitions, not least political ones.



Reoch and the rest of the Glass House leadership, as they work to explore Johnson's political allegiances, have the benefit of collaborating with the National Trust, which has extensive experience in framing fraught conversations about architectural and cultural history, including at numerous sites of enslavement.



"Part of the problem that we have always encountered in public history and museums is that we tend to traditionally interpret things from a very monolithic lens, either deifying a person or demonizing a person, with no balance, no middle ground," said 
Omar Eaton-Martinez,
 senior vice president for Historic Sites at the National Trust. He suggested the Glass House and Brick House, taken together, form an ideal backdrop for exploring the gray areas of Johnson's life and career.




The Glass House was designed by Philip Johnson as his own residence. It has been called his signature work, but the Brick House, seen through the glass walls, took a turn from modernism to postmodernism.




It's certainly true that the more you examine the two buildings, the more you realize that -- far from operating as perfect opposites -- their relationship is fluid, with the sensibility of each structure creeping into and shaping its sibling. The Glass House has a foundation of brick, to go with its chimney, and seems to grow from that material; the Brick House, from the reflective sheen of its iron-flecked bricks to its luxe interior, is a good deal less utilitarian, and more prone to its own kind of vanity, than it looks at first.



The Glass House is a show horse, the Brick House a workhorse. Of course! Except when the reverse is true.



The Glass House 75th Anniversary



The Glass House opens for its 75th anniversary season April 15-Dec. 15. Visits to the restored Brick House begin May 2; 199 Elm Street, New Canaan, Conn.
; theglasshouse.org
, 
(203) 594-9884
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/13/arts/design/philip-johnson-glass-house-brick.html
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Europe's A.I. 'Champion' Sets Sights on Tech Giants in U.S.



Mistral, a French start-up considered a promising challenger to OpenAI and Google, is getting support from European leaders who want to protect the region's culture and politics.




A lot is riding on Arthur Mensch, chief executive of Mistral, an artificial intelligence start-up, whose company has shot into the spotlight after he founded it last year in Paris with two college friends.




By Liz Alderman and Adam Satariano


Apr 12, 2024


Arthur Mensch, tall and lean with a flop of unkempt hair, arrived for a speech last month at a sprawling tech hub in Paris wearing jeans and carrying a bicycle helmet. He had an unassuming look for a person European officials are counting on to help propel the region into a high-stakes match with the United States and China over 
artificial intelligence
.



Mr. Mensch, 31, is the chief executive and a founder of 
Mistral
, considered by many to be one of the most promising challengers to 
OpenAI
 and Google. "You have become the poster child for A.I. in France," Matt Clifford, a British investor, told him onstage.



A lot is riding on Mr. Mensch, whose company has shot into the spotlight just a year after he founded it in Paris with two college friends. As Europe scrambles to get a foothold in the 
A.I. revolution
, the French government has singled out Mistral as its best hope to create a standard-bearer, and has lobbied European Union policymakers to help ensure the firm's success.



Artificial intelligence will be built rapidly into the global economy in the coming decade, and policymakers and business leaders in Europe fear that growth and competitiveness will suffer if the region does not keep up. Behind their worries is a conviction that A.I. should not be dominated by tech giants, like 
Microsoft
 and 
Google
, that might forge global standards at odds with the culture and politics of other countries. At stake is the bigger question of which 
artificial intelligence
 models will wind up influencing the world, and how they should be regulated.



"The issue with not having a European champion is that the road map gets set by the United States," said Mr. Mensch, who just 18 months ago was working as an engineer at Google's 
DeepMind
 lab in Paris, building A.I. models. His co-founders, Timothee Lacroix and Guillaume Lample, also in their 30s, held similar positions at Meta.



In an interview at Mistral's spartan, whitewashed offices facing the Canal Saint-Martin in Paris, Mr. Mensch said it "wasn't safe to trust" U.S. tech giants to set ground rules for a powerful new technology that would affect millions of lives.



"We can't have a strategic dependency," he said. "That's why we want to make a European champion."




Mistral's offices on the Canal Saint-Martin in Paris. Mr. Mensch said it "wasn't safe to trust" U.S. tech giants to set ground rules for a powerful new technology like A.I.




Europe has struggled to produce meaningful tech companies since the dot-com boom. As the United States turned out Google, Meta and Amazon, and China produced Alibaba, Huawei and ByteDance, which owns TikTok, Europe's digital economy failed to deliver, according to a report by France's 
Artificial Intelligence Commission
. The 15-member committee -- which includes Mr. Mensch -- warned that Europe was lagging on A.I., but said it had the potential to take a lead.



Mistral's generative A.I. technology allows businesses to launch chatbots, search functions and other A.I.-driven products. It has surprised many by building a model that rivals the technology developed at OpenAI, the U.S. start-up that ignited the A.I. boom in 2022 with the ChatGPT chatbot. Named after a powerful wind in France, Mistral has rapidly gained ground by developing a more flexible and cost-efficient machine-learning tool. Some big European firms are beginning to use its technology, including Renault, the French auto giant, and BNP Paribas, the financial services company.




Europe's leaders at the U.K. Artificial Intelligence Safety Summit last year. Artificial intelligence will be built rapidly into the global economy in the coming decade.




The French government is giving Mistral its full-throated support. President Emmanuel Macron has called the company an example of "French genius" and had Mr. Mensch for dinner at the Elysee presidential palace. Bruno Le Maire, the country's finance minister, frequently praises the company, while Cedric O, the former France digital minister, is an adviser to Mistral and owns shares in the start-up.



The French government's backing is a sign of A.I.'s growing importance. The United States, France, Britain, 
China
, Saudi Arabia and many other countries are trying to strengthen their domestic capabilities, setting off a technological arms race that is influencing trade and foreign policy, as well as global supply chains.



Mistral has emerged as the strongest European contender in the global battle. Yet many question whether the company can keep up with large American and Chinese competitors and develop a sustainable business model. In addition to the considerable technological challenges of building a successful A.I. company, the computing power needed is staggeringly expensive. (France says its cheap nuclear power can meet the energy demand.)



OpenAI has raised $13 billion, and 
Anthropic
, another San Francisco firm, has raised more than $7.3 billion. Mistral has so far raised roughly 500 million euros, or $540 million, and earns "several million" in recurring revenue, Mr. Mensch said. But in a sign of Mistral's promise, Microsoft took a small stake in February, and Salesforce and the chipmaker Nvidia have backed the start-up.



"This could be one of the best shots that we have in Europe," said Jeannette zu Furstenberg, the managing director of General Catalyst and a founding partner of La Famiglia, two venture capital firms that invested in Mistral. "You basically have a very potent technology that will unlock value."



Mistral subscribes to the view that A.I. software should be open source, meaning that the programming codes should be available for anyone to copy, tweak or repurpose. Supporters say allowing other researchers to see the code will make systems safer and fuel economic growth by speeding its use among businesses and governments for applications like accounting, customer service and database searches. This week, Mistral released the latest version of its model online for anyone to download.



OpenAI and Anthropic, by contrast, are keeping their platforms closed. Open source is dangerous, they argue, because it has the potential to be co-opted by for bad purposes, like 
spreading disinformation
 -- or even creating destructive A.I.-powered weapons.



Mr. Mensch dismissed such concerns as the narrative of "a fear-mongering lobby" that includes Google, Microsoft and Amazon, which he said were seeking to cement their dominance by persuading policymakers to enact rules that would squash rivals.




"The issue with not having a European champion is that the road map gets set by the United States," Mr. Mensch said.




A.I.'s biggest risk, Mr. Mensch added, is that it will spur a workplace revolution, eliminating some jobs while creating new ones that will require retraining. "It's coming faster than in the previous revolutions," he said, "not in 10 years but more like in two."



Mr. Mensch, who grew up in a family of scientists, said he was fascinated by computers from a young age, learning to program when he was 11. He played video games avidly until age 15, when he decided he could "do better things with my time." After graduating from two elite French universities, Ecole Polytechnique and Ecole Normale Superieure, he became an academic researcher in 2020 at France's prestigious National Center for Scientific Research. But he soon pivoted to DeepMind, an A.I. lab acquired by Google, to learn about the industry and become an entrepreneur.



When ChatGPT burst onto the scene in 2022, Mr. Mensch teamed up with his university friends, who decided that they could do the same or better in France. At the company's airy work space, a corps of sneaker-wearing scientists and programmers now tap busily at keyboards, coding and feeding digital text culled from the internet -- as well as reams of 19th-century French literature, which is no longer subject to copyright law -- into the company's large language model.




A member of the audience coding while Mr. Mensch spoke at Station F in Paris last month.




Mr. Mensch said he felt uncomfortable with Silicon Valley's "very religious" fascination with the concept of artificial general intelligence, the point when, tech leaders like Elon Musk and Sam Altman believe, 
computers will overtake
 the cognitive ability of humans, with 
potentially dire consequences
.



"The whole A.G.I. rhetoric is about creating God," he said. "I don't believe in God. I'm a strong atheist. So I don't believe in A.G.I."



A more imminent threat, he said, is the one posed by American A.I. giants to cultures around the globe.



"These models are producing content and shaping our cultural understanding of the world," Mr. Mensch said. "And as it turns out, the values of France and the values of the United States differ in subtle but important ways."



With his growing clout, Mr. Mensch has stepped up his calls for lighter regulation, warning that restrictions will damage innovation. Last fall, France successfully lobbied in Brussels to limit regulation of open-source A.I. systems in the European Union's new Artificial Intelligence Act, a victory that helps Mistral maintain a rapid development pace.



"If Mistral becomes a big technical power," said Mr. O, the former digital minister who led the lobbying effort, "it's going to be beneficial for all of Europe."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/12/business/artificial-intelligence-mistral-france-europe.html
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VW Workers in Tennessee Start Vote on U.A.W., Testing Union Ambitions



The United Automobile Workers hopes contract gains at the Big Three carmakers will provide momentum in a broad effort to organize nonunion plants.




The 4,300 workers at Volkswagen's plant in Chattanooga, Tenn., will begin voting on Wednesday on whether to join the United Automobile Workers union.




By Neal E. Boudette


Apr 17, 2024


Last fall the United Automobile Workers union won big pay increases from the Detroit automakers, and the impact rippled quickly through the nonunion auto plants scattered across the South.



Afterward, Toyota, Honda, Volkswagen, Nissan, Hyundai and Tesla raised wages for their own hourly workers in the United States, none of whom are unionized. On production lines in Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky and elsewhere, those pay increases have been referred to as the "U.A.W. bump."



Now 4,300 workers at Volkswagen's plant in Chattanooga, Tenn., will test whether the union can achieve an even greater bump. On Wednesday, they begin voting on whether to join the U.A.W., and the prospects of a union victory appear high. About 70 percent of the workers pledged to vote yes before the union asked for a vote, according to the U.A.W.



"I think our chances are excellent," said Kelcey Smith, 48, who has worked in the VW plant's paint department for a year and is a member of a committee working to build support for the U.A.W. "The energy is high. I think we are going to nail it."



Volkswagen has presented reasons it believes a union is not needed at the plant, including pay that is above average for the Chattanooga region. But it has also said it encourages all workers to vote in the election, which is to conclude on Friday, and decide for themselves. "No one will lose their job for voting for or against the union," a company spokesman said.



The stakes go beyond the Tennessee plant, Volkswagen's only U.S. factory. A victory there would add fuel to the U.A.W.'s push to extend its presence to the more than two dozen nonunion auto plants in the United States, mostly clustered in Southern states where union resistance has been strong historically, and where right-to-work laws make it hard for unions to organize workers.



The U.A.W.'s chances beyond the Volkswagen factory are unclear. Japanese and South Korean automakers have demonstrated more forceful opposition to the U.A.W. than the German companies. Tesla's chief executive, Elon Musk, has spoken out against the U.A.W. on several occasions over the last few years.



And on Tuesday, the Republican governors of six states -- Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas -- denounced the U.A.W. drive, 
saying in a statement
 that they were "highly concerned about the unionization campaign driven by misinformation and scare tactics that the U.A.W. has brought into our states."



"We have worked tirelessly on behalf of our constituents to bring good-paying jobs to our states," the governors declared. "These jobs have become part of the fabric of the automotive manufacturing industry. Unionization would certainly put our states' jobs in jeopardy."



The vote at VW will be followed by another election -- as yet unscheduled -- 
at a Mercedes-Benz plant in Vance, Ala.
, where the U.A.W. says a majority of workers have signed up to back the union.



The U.A.W. says victories at VW, Mercedes and other plants would bring increased wages, richer benefits and higher living standards for tens of thousands of workers, many of them in the nation's poorer counties.



Widespread unionizing in the Southern plants would also help level a playing field that for nearly half a century has been tilted against the three unionized Detroit manufacturers -- General Motors, Ford Motor and Stellantis, the parent of Chrysler. In operating nonunion factories, foreign-owned companies have a significant labor-cost advantage over their U.S.-based rivals.



"It would be a revolution for the U.A.W. and for the auto industry," said Harley Shaiken, a professor emeritus at the University of California, Berkeley, who has followed the U.A.W. for more than three decades. "It would break the glass ceiling for unions in the South, and would mean more purchasing power for working-class people in that region."



The U.A.W. has organized several heavy-truck and bus plants in the South, but for decades has tried and failed to do the same at automobile factories, which are typically larger.



The VW election is the union's third try at the plant. Workers 
rejected U.A.W. representation
 by a vote of 712 to 626 in 2014, and by 
an even narrower margin, 833 to 776, in 2019
. Opposition from Republican elected officials in Tennessee was vociferous in those campaigns.



In the last 10 years, the U.A.W. also 
lost in a 2017 vote at a Nissan plant in Canton, Miss.
, and an organizing drive at the Mercedes plant fizzled without an election.




The U.A.W. backed its contract demands at the Detroit automakers last year with strikes against all three companies but shut down only selected plants.




In those efforts, the U.A.W. was hampered by a dubious track record and a questionable reputation. Over nearly 30 years, the Detroit automakers closed dozens of plants, eliminating tens of thousands of hourly jobs, despite the U.A.W.'s objections. Some industry executives have blamed high union wages, in part, for pushing G.M. and Chrysler into bankruptcy in 2009. In addition, the union was racked by 
corruption scandals
 that resulted in prison sentences for two former presidents and about a dozen other senior U.A.W. officials.



In the past two years, however, the U.A.W. has undergone a transformation. Financial reforms and transparency measures overseen by a federal monitor have helped root out corruption. A feisty president, Shawn Fain, was chosen in the union's first direct election by the membership. In the contract negotiations last year with G.M., Ford and Stellantis, Mr. Fain used a new approach, choosing all three companies as strike targets but shutting down only selected plants, which put pressure on the companies without crippling them or damaging the broader U.S. economy.



After six weeks, the union had contracts raising the top wage 25 percent, to more than $40 an hour. Pay for workers lower on the wage scale will rise to the top wage over four and a half years instead of eight. Some will see their pay double. A worker putting in 40 hours a week at the top wage will earn about $83,000 a year. In recent years, profit-sharing bonuses have added about $9,000 to $14,000.



On top of that, the new contracts provide wage adjustments if inflation pushes the cost of living higher, improved pensions and retirement benefits, and increased paid time off. U.A.W. workers have also long had company-paid health care with no deductibles or co-payments.



Hourly wages at the nonunion auto plants used to start under $20 and top out around $32. The "U.A.W. bump" lifted the range to roughly $22 to $35. Volkswagen said its workers typically earned about $60,000 a year. (The 
annual mean wage
 for all occupations in the Chattanooga area was $54,480 in May, according to the U.S. Labor Department.)



Seizing on momentum from the Big Three negotiations, Mr. Fain said, the union will spend $40 million through 2026 to support organizing at plants owned by Toyota, Honda, Hyundai, Nissan, BMW, Mercedes, Subaru, Volkswagen, Mazda, Volvo and Tesla, as well as others owned by the electric vehicle start-ups Rivian and Lucid Motors.



VW workers who support the U.A.W. say their wages are pretty good for Tennessee but point 300 miles north to Louisville, Ky., where Ford pays many workers more than $40 an hour to make the Expedition sport utility vehicle, which competes with the VW Atlas made in Chattanooga.



"If Ford can pay that much, why can't Volkswagen pay us the same?" said Isaac Meadows, 40, a father of six who has worked at the VW plant for 14 months. "We have more worth than they're paying us."



There are concerns beyond the hourly wage. Workers must use paid time off if they want to be paid during two periods when the plant shuts down around the year-end holidays and in summer.



Once he covers the shutdowns with vacation days, Mr. Meadows said, he is left with about 16 hours of paid time off to cover any family events or sick days for the rest of the year. "I miss my kids' dances, sporting events, family gatherings," he said. "I miss a lot because I've got to work."
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E.V. Sales Are Slowing. Tesla's Are Slumping.



More competition and flagging demand for electric vehicles has led to declining sales at Tesla.



By J. Edward Moreno and Karl Russell


Apr 15, 2024


As sales of Teslas drop and demand for electric vehicles cools -- even as more models enter the market -- an increasing number of automakers are competing for a slice of a shrinking pie.



Nearly 269,000 electric vehicles were sold in the United States in the first three months of this year, according to Kelley Blue Book. That was a 2.6 percent increase from the same period last year, but a 7.3 decrease from the final quarter of 2023. And amid the quarter-to-quarter slowdown in the industry, Tesla's market share has fallen from 62 percent at the start of 2023 to 51 percent now.



Elon Musk told employees
 on Monday that Tesla would cut 10 percent of its work force. Investors, in turn, have been spooked: Tesla's stock price has dropped over 30 percent this year, erasing billions of dollars in market capitalization.



Tesla sales fell more than 13 percent compared with the first quarter last year, while most of its emerging competitors saw double or even triple-digit growth. Legacy car brands like Hyundai, Mercedes and BMW have also 
increased their E.V. sales
 and chipped away at Tesla's market share.



Ford's E.V. market share jumped to 7.4 percent from 4.2 percent in the past year, making it the second-largest electric vehicle brand in the United States. Ford, however, 
announced this month
 that it was slowing down its E.V. production plans in response to slowing demand.



The increased competition comes as President Biden has sought to promote the transition to E.V.s. Mr. Biden has set the ambitious goal of having E.V.s make up half of all cars sold in the country by 2030. Currently, they make up 
less than 20 percent
 of new vehicle registrations.
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Inflation in U.K. Slows to 3.2%, Lowest in More Than 2 Years



As the economy cools, pressure is building on the Bank of England to cut interest rates.



By Gregory Schmidt


Apr 17, 2024


Consumer prices in Britain rose at the slowest rate in two and a half years, the country's 
Office for National Statistics reported
 on Wednesday.



Inflation was 3.2 percent in the year through March, down from 3.4 percent in February but a touch higher than the 3.1 percent that economists expected. Core inflation, which strips out volatile food and energy prices, was 4.2 percent, down from 4.5 percent the month before.



Economists expect inflation to continue to slow over the next few months, possibly going below the Bank of England's target of 2 percent, as household energy bills fall. Overall inflation peaked at 11.1 percent in October 2022.



The 
weakness of the economy
 has put pressure on the central bank to cut interest rates. Britain's 
unemployment rate
 rose more than expected in its latest reading, published this week.



This presents a "difficult balancing act" for the Bank of England, Jake Finney, an economist at PwC, wrote in a note. Slowing inflation puts pressure on the bank to cut rates "to get the economy growing again," he said, but policymakers probably want "more conclusive evidence that we have achieved a sustainable return to target before they pivot to rate cuts."



Last month, the 
Bank of England
 left its key rate at 5.25 percent for the fifth consecutive meeting.



The U.S. Federal Reserve has also 
held rates steady
 at recent meetings. The Fed is likely to wait longer than initially expected to cut rates, given stubborn inflation data, its top two officials 
said this week
.



Last week, the 
European Central Bank
 gave its clearest signal yet that it might lower interest rates at its policy meeting in June, as inflation in the eurozone slows and the region's economy languishes.
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F.T.C. Said to Consider Blocking Major Fashion Merger



Regulators are expected to meet next week to discuss the $8.5 billion deal between Coach's owner, Tapestry, and Michael Kors' parent company, Capri Holdings, which would create a U.S. luxury conglomerate.




A Coach runway show in Manhattan. The brand's parent company, Tapestry, agreed in August last year to acquire Capri Holdings, the owner of Michael Kors and Versace.




By Lauren Hirsch


Apr 17, 2024


The Federal Trade Commission is preparing to sue to block a luxury fashion mega merger, Tapestry's 
$8.5 billion takeover
 of Capri Holdings, two people with knowledge of the matter said.



The F.T.C.'s five commissioners are expected to meet next week to discuss the case, a move that could precede a formal vote on whether to file a lawsuit, the people said. The people, who were not authorized to discuss the deliberations, said that it was still possible that the agency could opt not to sue.



The deal, intended to bring together labels such as Tapestry's Coach and Kate Spade with Capri's Versace and Michael Kors, would create an American luxury conglomerate to compete with European powerhouses like Louis Vuitton's parent, LVMH, and Kering, the owner of Gucci. 



Monopoly cases in the fashion industry are rare, because there is no shortage of new labels looking to undercut legacy brands. "It is the paradigmatic part of the economy where there is ample competition," said Howard Hogan, the chair of the fashion, retail and consumer practice at the law firm Gibson Dunn.



Investors have increasingly bet against the deal, which was announced in August last year, being completed: Shares of Capri have fallen more than 20 percent this year, while Tapestry's have gained 6 percent. (Typically, shares of the target of takeover gain while shares of the buyer fall.) Capri's shares slipped further in premarket trading on Wednesday, while Tapestry's gained.



The F.T.C. has been scrutinizing the deal for months,
 
even as it was approved by regulators in the European Union and Japan.
 
U.S. regulators could argue that putting Michael Kors and Coach under the same roof may limit the need for those brands to compete on price, which could, in turn, make their products more expensive for consumers.



Tapestry and Capri could, in turn, point to the rise of upstart brands like Cult Gaia and Aupen, which 
celebrities like Taylor Swift
 have helped make popular.



The case may also invite political scrutiny. Regulators sometimes introduce competition lawsuits if they think a case has a particularly strong chance to establish precedent that can be used in future cases, as the Justice Department did three decades ago in its failed effort to 
block Gillette's takeover of a luxury fountain pen company
, said William Kovacic, a former F.T.C. chair.



But the Tapestry-Capri deal, Mr. Kovacic added, is "not a case that has great appeal as a way of protecting the downtrodden."
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Boeing Whistle-Blower Details His Concerns to Congressional Panel



Sam Salehpour, an engineer at Boeing for over a decade, testified that the company introduced production shortcuts in an attempt to address bottlenecks.




Sam Salehpour said on Wednesday that details "the size of a human hair can be a matter of a life and death."




By Mark Walker


Apr 17, 2024


A Boeing engineer who went public last week with safety concerns about the company's 787 Dreamliner told a Senate panel on Wednesday that he was concerned that shortcuts the company was taking would eventually lead to a crash if they continued unchecked.



The engineer, Sam Salehpour, testified that in an attempt to address bottlenecks, Boeing introduced production shortcuts with the potential to lead to planes breaking apart during flights. Mr. Salehpour said that the company was knowingly putting out defective planes and that he was punished by his superiors for raising his concerns.



"I have analyzed Boeing's own data to conclude that the company is taking manufacturing shortcuts on the 787 program that may significantly reduce the airplane's safety and the life cycle," Mr. Salehpour told the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee's investigations subcommittee.



He added that details "the size of a human hair can be a matter of a life and death."



Mr. Salehpour, who has been at Boeing for over a decade, said the problems resulted from changes in how sections of the Dreamliner were fastened together during the manufacturing process. Boeing has acknowledged that manufacturing changes had been made but said that the durability of the airframe was not affected, and the company has continued to express confidence in the plane and its safety.



"Extensive and rigorous testing of the fuselage and heavy maintenance checks of nearly 700 in-service airplanes to date have found zero evidence of airframe fatigue," Boeing said in a statement issued before the hearing, adding that the company was "fully confident in the safety and durability" of the plane.



The subcommittee's chairman, Senator Richard Blumenthal, Democrat of Connecticut, said that the panel did not want Boeing to fail but added that the company needed to be held accountable.



"It is a company that once was pre-eminent in engineering and safety," Mr. Blumenthal said. "We want to restore the luster of that reputation and its business, which have been so sadly battered."



Mr. Salehpour appeared on Capitol Hill about a week after The New York Times 
reported his claims about the Dreamliner
, a wide-body jet that is both a key product for Boeing and one that has caused the company a litany of problems over the years.



Mr. Salehpour went public at a time when Boeing was already facing questions over the quality and safety of its passenger jets after a door panel 
blew off a 737 Max during an Alaska Airlines flight in January
. Since then, the company has come under investigation by the 
Federal Aviation Administration
 and the 
Justice Department
 over the episode.



Mr. Salehpour's allegations about the Dreamliner, which relies heavily on lightweight composite materials, were the latest blow to the plane maker's reputation. He has said that sections of the plane's body were improperly fastened together and could break apart during flight after thousands of trips.



The company 
tried to rebut Mr. Salehpour's claims
 on Monday by hosting reporters at the South Carolina plant where the Dreamliner is assembled. Two high-ranking engineers detailed the extensive testing that the aircraft had received and said that the company had found no evidence of fatigue in the plane's composite structure.



No one from Boeing was among the witnesses at the hearing. Last month, Mr. Blumenthal and the top Republican on the subcommittee, Senator Ron Johnson of Wisconsin, 
wrote to Boeing's chief executive
, Dave Calhoun, and asked him to testify on Wednesday. Boeing is in talks with the senators about appearing before the subcommittee.



"Boeing understands the important oversight responsibilities of the subcommittee, and we are cooperating with this inquiry," the company said in a statement. "We have offered to provide documents, testimony and technical briefings, and are in discussions with the subcommittee regarding next steps."



Mr. Salehpour testified alongside another Boeing whistle-blower, 
Ed Pierson
, a former senior manager who retired from the company in 2018 and 
testified before Congress
 the next year after two deadly crashes involving the 737 Max. They were joined by Joe Jacobsen, an engineer who worked at Boeing and the F.A.A., and Shawn Pruchnicki, a former airline pilot who teaches at Ohio State University.



Mr. Johnson said during the hearing that the panel was seeking information from Boeing and the F.A.A. about Mr. Salehpour's allegations but had yet to receive responses to records and questions. Mr. Johnson warned Boeing and the F.A.A. that the committee would subpoena the information if it faced any attempts of stonewalling.



"Boeing, F.A.A. and the airlines must provide the public with complete transparency about the integrity of Boeing aircraft, heed the safety warnings from Boeing engineers and take the necessary steps to fix mechanical issues before any passenger steps foot inside the airplane," Mr. Johnson said.



The Senate Commerce Committee also held its own hearing involving Boeing on Wednesday. The committee heard from members of a panel of experts that produced a recent F.A.A. report 
faulting Boeing's safety culture
.



Javier de Luis, an aeronautics lecturer at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, lost his sister Graziella de Luis Ponce when a 737 Max flown by Ethiopian Airlines crashed in 2019. He described a significant disconnect between the statements of Boeing management and the reality for Boeing employees.



"They hear, 'Safety is our No. 1 priority,'" Mr. de Luis said. "But what they see is that that's only true as long as your production milestones are met."
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NPR Editor Who Accused Broadcaster of Liberal Bias Resigns



Uri Berliner, who has worked at NPR for 25 years, said in an essay last week that the nonprofit had allowed progressive bias to taint its coverage.




Uri Berliner said in a social media post on Wednesday that he was resigning because of criticism from the network's chief executive, Katherine Maher.




By Benjamin Mullin


Apr 17, 2024


Uri Berliner, the NPR editor who accused the broadcaster of liberal bias in an online essay last week, prompting criticism from conservatives and recrimination from many of his co-workers, has resigned from the nonprofit.



Mr. Berliner said in a social media post on Wednesday that he was resigning because of criticism from the network's chief executive, Katherine Maher.



"I cannot work in a newsroom where I am disparaged by a new C.E.O. whose divisive views confirm the very problems at NPR I cite in my Free Press essay," Mr. Berliner wrote.



In his brief resignation letter, addressed to Ms. Maher, Mr. Berliner said that he loved NPR, calling it a "great American institution," adding that he respects "the integrity of my colleagues and wish for NPR to thrive and do important journalism."



An NPR spokeswoman, Isabel Lara, said that the nonprofit does not comment on personnel matters. Mr. Berliner had no immediate comment.



Mr. Berliner's essay stirred up a hornet's nest of criticism of NPR and made Mr. Berliner something of a pariah within the network. Several employees told The New York Times that they no longer wished to work with him, and his essay was denounced by Edith Chapin, the network's top editor.



Many journalists at NPR pushed back against the essay, including the "Morning Edition" host Steve Inskeep, who 
said
 on the newsletter platform Substack that Mr. Berliner failed to "engage anyone who had a different point of view."



"This article needed a better editor," Mr. Inskeep wrote. "I don't know who, if anyone, edited Uri's story, but they let him publish an article that discredited itself."



Mr. Berliner's essay found some defenders among the ranks of former NPR employees. Jeffrey A. Dvorkin, a former ombudsman, said on social media that Mr. Berliner was "not wrong." Chuck Holmes, a former managing editor at NPR, called Mr. Berliner's essay "brave" on Facebook.



Critics of NPR, including conservative activists, used Mr. Berliner's essay in The Free Press to impugn the network's journalism and its leadership. One of them, Christopher Rufo, began resurfacing social media posts from Ms. Maher that were critical of President Donald J. Trump and embraced progressive causes. Mr. Rufo has a history of pressuring media organizations to cover critical stories of well-known figures, including the plagiarism allegations against Claudine Gay, the former Harvard president.



NPR said in a statement earlier this week that Ms. Maher's social media posts predated her term as chief executive, adding that she was not working in news at the time.



Before he resigned from NPR, Mr. Berliner was on a five-day suspension from the network for violating company policy against working for outside organizations without securing permission.
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Guest Essay



Donald Trump's Secret Shame About New York City Haunts His Trial








By Elizabeth Spiers


Apr 17, 2024


With jury selection underway in Donald Trump's criminal trial in Lower Manhattan, the former president's chickens have finally come home to roost. It feels uniquely appropriate that Mr. Trump will have to endure the scrutiny on his old home turf. New York City residents have been subjected to his venality and corruption for much longer than the rest of the country, and we're familiar with his antics -- the threats, the lawsuits, the braggadocio, his general ability to slip through the tiniest crack in the bureaucracy or legal system just fast enough to avoid the consequences of his actions. He rose to fame here, but was never truly accepted by the old money elites he admired. The rich and powerful sometimes invited him to their parties, but behind his back they laughed at his coarse methods and his tacky aesthetic. His inability to succeed in New York in quite the way he wanted to drove much of the damage he did to the country as a whole, and arguably his entire political career.



For many of his admirers, Mr. Trump represents a certain kind of rich person whose wealth and success are emblematic of the American dream, and on the campaign trail, that was the story he told. That illusion was reinforced by "The Apprentice," a heavily scripted pseudo-competition in which Mr. Trump pretended to fire people, something that in real life he generally has others do. He likes having authority but not doing the hard work of leadership and prefers to outsource the dirty work to underlings and lawyers.



It's harder for Mr. Trump to avoid the actual untelevised reality of who he is in New York City, where he grew up the son of a wealthy Queens real estate developer and used his inheritance less to grow the family business than to grow his personal brand. His business dealings were 
murky
, sometimes 
mob-connected
 and riddled with high-profile failures and 
bankruptcies
. Serious real estate investors did 
not regard him as a peer.
 Eventually, banks began to refuse to lend him money. He was ruthlessly skewered by New York publications, most famously by Spy magazine, which called him a "short-fingered vulgarian."



But he had a taste for being in the public eye -- constantly. Gossip columnists at his favored tabloids often received tips 
from Mr. Trump
 about himself, even about his own sexual escapades, under the pseudonym 
John Barron
. If you want to get attention without paying for public relations consultants, another good way to do it is to run for public office. Mr. Trump expressed interest in the presidency starting in the late 1980s, took steps in that direction 
in 2000
 and 
considered it again in 2012
 before being elected in 2016.



All of these qualities make Mr. Trump what the complexity scientist 
Peter Turchin
 refers to as an "elite aspirant." It may seem absurd to refer to a rich guy who went to an Ivy League school and has been a public figure for a long time as an aspiring elite, but by Professor Turchin's definition, Mr. Trump fits the term because he wanted forms of power he did not have. He had wealth, which is one of Professor Turchin's four types of elite power, but precariously. He had neither the kind of influence that media figures who deal in persuasion have nor the raw political power that elected officials do. He admires dictators and people whose power is derived from violence (military figures, law enforcement) because he doesn't have that, either.



If you can make it here, you can make it anywhere, the song goes, but Mr. Trump couldn't make it here -- at least not the way he craved -- despite being born here and being one of the few people who could afford it.



So it's easy to understand why he bashes his hometown as a crime-ridden hellscape, and why the Oval Office appealed. Washington offered him political power but also something he may have wanted even more: the respect New York denied him.



No physical space in New York City is more emblematic of Mr. Trump than his flagship Trump Tower. It's 
flashy, slightly out of place on Fifth Avenue
, with what seems like a general aesthetic philosophy that one can never have too much gold plating. When he got permission to tear down the Bonwit Teller building, which used to stand on that site, he promised to donate its Art Deco friezes to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. He destroyed them instead. New York Magazine's Marie Brenner wrote at the time that the building's approval "
legitimized a pushy kid nobody took seriously.
"



The details of the criminal case getting underway in Manhattan make it salacious (A porn star! Hush money!) and it would probably have been a career-ending scandal for any other president, but against the backdrop of Mr. Trump's endless appearances in supermarket tabloids, it just seems like par for the course. New Yorkers pride themselves on a certain kind of skepticism that allows them to spot a con man, but Mr. Trump's cons have always been so out in the open that we may have underestimated his vindictiveness and his capacity to do real harm.



There were glimpses of it, though. It's tough to identify the nadir of Mr. Trump's bad behavior in New York, but I believe it was in 1989, when he took out 
ads in major media outlets
 (including this one) calling for the death penalty to be reinstated in New York State after five Black and Latino teenagers were accused of raping a jogger in Central Park. The five men had their convictions vacated in 2002, but Mr. Trump still refuses, out of malice or vanity, to apologize or acknowledge their innocence. 
When asked
 whether he believes they should have been convicted, he still 
insists that they admitted their guilt
.



One of the men, Yusef Salaam, is now a member of the New York City Council. The day Mr. Trump was arrested in April of 2023, Mr. Salaam wrote, in an ad mocked up to look like Mr. Trump's original, "I hope that you exercise your civil liberties to the fullest, and that you get what the Exonerated Five did not get -- a presumption of innocence and a fair trial."



And that's what he's getting, at last.



In many ways Mr. Trump's success outside of New York is a function of a characteristic he has that the city itself does not: an inferiority complex. Even when confronted with evidence of his wrongdoing, he insists that he is a victim, and now so are the people who vote for him. When he was 
indicted in Georgia
, he told his followers, "They're not coming after me. They're coming after you -- and I'm just standing in their way."



Mr. Trump was successful in part because he projected his own anxieties onto the people who were loyal to him. When pressuring the Georgia secretary of state, Brad Raffensperger, to help him overturn the results of the 2020 election, he said, "They're going around playing you and laughing at you behind your back, Brad, whether you know it or not, they're laughing at you." Mr. Trump both fears and loathes being laughed at, and publicly seethed his way through the White House Correspondents Dinner in 2011 when, as expected, he was the butt of some of the jokes. "He was pissed off like I'd never seen him before," 
Chris Christie later said
. "Just beside himself with fury." The evening confirmed Mr. Trump's suspicions that the elites were sneering at him and he wasn't in on their jokes.



In this sense he's a lot like Richard Nixon, who, as his former aide Tom Charles Huston said, understood "in his gut" when middle-class people "felt they were being put upon, because he felt he had been put upon."



Mr. Trump also feels that he has been put upon, not just by the Manhattan district attorney, Alvin Bragg, and the New York attorney general, Letitia James, but by all of the New York City liberals who did not take him seriously when he put on a face full of makeup, donned a comically long tie and climbed into the clown car bound for Washington. There is some relief for New Yorkers who are witnessing the prospect of his comeuppance, though. The rest of the country is seeing a side of Mr. Trump that New York City residents have always been familiar with: the guy who's angry that he hasn't been accepted in the elite circles he admires and is outraged that others have.



Elizabeth Spiers, a contributing Opinion writer, is a journalist and a digital media strategist.



Mr. Winter used a small paper cutout of Donald Trump to create this image.
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Gail Collins



Abortion Is Remaking Our Political Landscape. Why Aren't Guns?








By Gail Collins


Apr 17, 2024


Why don't we talk more about guns?



Not that the issue doesn't come up. But think about the public debate on gun control versus the one we're having on abortion rights. Perhaps the two biggest long-running social issues in American politics, and the gulf does seem huge.



A lot of politicians who were historically opposed to abortion have clearly gotten very nervous about public opinion, worrying that being anti-choice is costing them votes. Take Arizona's Kari Lake, one of the Republican Party's most famous crazy-person candidates, now running for a Senate nomination. In 2022 when she was trying to get elected governor, she was a big fan of her state's ancient ban on virtually all abortions ("a great law").



But like many, many ambitious pols, Lake noticed that the public -- even much of the conservative public -- didn't like seeing politicians mess with a woman's right to control what happens with her own body. When a state Supreme Court suddenly upheld that Arizona abortion ban, circa 1864, Lake said that the old law was indeed "out of line with where the people of this state are." Then she tried to drown the debate with a mystery statement. ("I chose life, but I'm not every woman. I want to make sure that every woman who finds herself pregnant has more choices so that she can make that choice that I made.")



Got that?



Of course, if we're talking about folks who are principle-free, there's always Donald Trump. Our former president felt the pro-abortion-rights winds blowing when, after the Supreme Court majority he brags about creating declared abortion wasn't a constitutional right, his party did worse than expected in the next House elections. Hoping to dump the problem on the governors, he embraced the theory that abortion was a state issue.



But when it comes to guns, Trump clearly hasn't seen any need to search for a pseudo-middle ground. He recently attended an N.R.A. gathering in Pennsylvania, where he assured his audience that "every single Biden attack on gun owners and manufacturers will be terminated on my very first week back in office, perhaps my first day."



Now, the idea of making abortion a state issue only works if you're just looking for a make-believe answer that might let you escape from discussing the subject. But we don't have a visible gun consensus. Even mass school shooting tragedies like Sandy Hook and Uvalde didn't bring the debate to a head. Many, many politicians are still trying to protect the right of Americans to own weapons while giving at least some verbal deference to the right of everybody else not to be shot.



Shootings qualify as "mass" when a minimum of four people -- shooter excluded -- are hit. At this writing there have been 119 mass shootings this year, according to the Gun Violence Archive. (Really kinda depressing to be living in a country that requires the services of a Gun Violence Archive.) But don't hold me to that number -- it goes up fast. Just the other day one child was killed and 10 people injured at a backyard party in Chicago and 12 people were shot outside a New Orleans nightclub, one fatally.



These terrible gun stories often happen while people are pursuing what's supposed to be their normal life. Late last month, an Uber driver in Ohio was killed when she was dispatched to the home of an 81-year-old man who believed she was working for somebody who was trying to scam him.



The last thing we should be leaving to the individual states is gun regulation, given that it's extremely easy -- and common -- for weapons to travel across state lines. And anyway, you don't really want to rely on state legislatures when it comes to national life-or-death issues. Basically, you'd be gambling on the wisdom and prudence of people like Colorado State Representative Don Wilson, who recently had to apologize for leaving a loaded semiautomatic handgun in the State Capitol restroom.



Or the state senators in Tennessee, whose response to the terrible Nashville school shooting that left six people, including three children, dead was to pass a bill allowing teachers to carry concealed guns to work.



Is it possible for us to get to the same place on gun safety that we're getting to on abortion -- where the people who make the policy feel pressure to be sensible? Christian Heyne, an official at Brady, an organization against gun violence, thinks that when it comes to public attitudes, we're getting there. "It's really a new ballgame for us," he said.



That's in large part because of the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, passed in 2022, which prevents misdemeanor offenders from purchasing guns for five years after their release from prison and enhances background checks for gun buyers under 21.



A landmark bill. Truly, that's what they called it. Because we live in a country where when it comes to guns, basically sane can be totally impossible. One of the leaders behind the bill, Senator Chris Murphy, feels Congress tackled both the abortion and gun issues because history forced it to. The Supreme Court's decision to overturn the abortion protection in Roe v. Wade triggered an effort to pass some new authorization. And guns went back on the agenda after a school shooting in Uvalde, Texas, took the lives of 19 students and two teachers.



Ordinary citizens, Murphy said, were drenched in "the feeling someone else controls their bodies and the fear that their child won't come home from school."



So, changes on both fronts. But totally irresponsible -- sometimes totally criminal -- people can still buy guns through online or gun-show setups and sell them to dealers who specialize in selling them to the exact people we don't want to see walking around armed. Changes have been made, but the setup is still ... scary. Women's rights rule on the abortion front -- or at least in states that want to restrict them, politicians are trying to disguise their intent. But the gun lobby still reigns on the shooting side of things. And Trump, for one, courts them with gusto.
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Farah Stockman



Venezuelans Are Suffering, but More Sanctions Won't Help








By Farah Stockman


Apr 17, 2024


President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela isn't even pretending to play fair anymore. In October, he promised to take steps toward holding free elections, including allowing the opposition to pick a candidate in a primary process of its own choosing, with the lifting of some American sanctions as an incentive. But the ink was hardly dry before his government upheld a ban on running for office that had been placed on 
Maria Corina Machado
, the 
overwhelming victor
 of that primary. Then it arrested her allies and campaign staffers, accusing them of an anti-government plot. Some have 
sought asylum
 at the embassy of Argentina. The Maduro regime has even 
refused to register the candidate
 that Ms. Machado deputized to run in her stead.



The Biden administration now has little choice but to follow through on its threats to restart the sanctions it had lifted on Venezuela's oil and gas industry, even though those sanctions have become 
deeply unpopular
 with the Venezuelan people. They are expected to resume after April 18.



It's a stark reminder that the sweeping power of U.S. sanctions can do great harm but rarely delivers the political results that American officials seek. The Biden administration essentially offered Mr. Maduro a deal: sanctions relief in exchange for freer and fairer elections. It was worth a try. 
A similar bargain helped Poland
 break free of its autocratic system in the 1980s. Had Mr. Maduro taken it seriously, Venezuela would have had a path out of its protracted political and economic crisis. But Mr. Maduro won't risk losing to 
Ms. Machado
. If he loses power, it would increase the chances that he 
would have to face justice
 in an international court for brutally suppressing mass protests and other alleged crimes against humanity.



He may have also noticed that the sanctions haven't turned out so well for the United States, either. Crushing sanctions on the country's oil sector -- designed by the Trump administration to shut down Venezuela's economy and push Mr. Maduro out of power -- are partly to blame for the migrant crisis at the U.S. border, a major political problem for Mr. Biden during an election year. They 
exacerbated the economic collapse
 that Venezuela was already experiencing. They curtailed investment in the country's most important industry, curbed access to the 
hard currency needed to import food and medicine
, and made it virtually impossible for Venezuela 
to refinance its debts
.



As a result, the Venezuelan economy experienced 
the single largest peacetime collapse of any country in at least 45 years
. Millions of Venezuelans have fled to Peru, Colombia, and other Latin American countries, while hundreds of thousands have ended up on the doorsteps of the United States. For years now, Venezuela's most noteworthy export has been people, not oil. About a third of Venezuelan households 
get remittances from abroad.



The oil sanctions have hurt ordinary people, as many predicted they would, and they have failed to topple Mr. Maduro, which was also predictable. Yet, the funny thing about sanctions is that, once they are imposed, they become politically impossible to lift without getting something in return. That's one reason American officials were so keen to try to extract some kind of promise from Mr. Maduro about the elections.



In addition to harming ordinary people, sanctions on Venezuela's oil industry harm U.S. interests in the face of changing geopolitical realities. They pushed Venezuela further into the arms of Russia and China, which are more than happy to fill the vacuum the United States leaves behind. Russia's foreign minister, Sergey Lavrov, has visited 
Caracas twice in less than a year
, promising strategic cooperation to help Mr. Maduro weather whatever sanctions the United States throws his way. That's not a recipe for restoring Venezuelan democracy.



In 2022, Mr. Biden allowed Chevron to resume its work under a special license, after Russia's invasion of Ukraine left U.S. officials scrambling for a replacement for Russian oil. Then he made another exception to allow European companies to invest more freely there. But on paper, the sanctions remain in place. In response to Mr. Maduro's crackdown, U.S. officials are likely to resume some restrictions on foreign companies, but the impact may be limited, by design. "The U.S. has decided that it needs to engage on some level with the Maduro government, even if it doesn't like it, and it has decided that it wants to allow Venezuela to export oil," Francisco Rodriguez, a Venezuelan economist at the 
Josef Korbel School of International Studies
 at the University of Denver, told me. "But it needs to find a way not to appear to be caving in to Maduro."



It's a stark illustration of the limits of American leverage. Dictators do dictatorship, whether they are under U.S. sanctions or not. In many cases, sanctions tighten their grip on power. There simply aren't many sharp tools in the diplomatic toolbox for changing another country's politics. Individual sanctions on people in the Maduro regime would avoid the widespread collateral damage, but many members of Mr. Maduro's governments 
are already on the sanctions list
.



U.S. officials should continue to cooperate with Venezuela's democratic neighbors, especially Brazil and Colombia, to send the message that Americans aren't the only ones who are alarmed by Mr. Maduro's crackdown. The entire region is suffering the consequences of the mass exodus of the Venezuela people, which serves as embarrassing proof of how deeply Mr. Maduro has failed.



Therein lies the real hope for change in Venezuela.



Even though the election, slated for July 28, is sure to be deeply flawed, it could still move the needle in the right direction if the opposition unites behind a single candidate on the ballot and turns out in numbers that can't be ignored. "The opposition has a massive opportunity here to make it clear Maduro isn't wanted," Phil Gunson, a Caracas-based researcher with the International Crisis Group, told me.



Next year's elections for national lawmakers, governors and mayors hold out more hope, since Mr. Maduro will not be on the ballot. When change finally does come to Venezuela, it will be because of the perseverance, courage and resourcefulness of Venezuelan people, not U.S. oil sanctions.
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Charles M. Blow



The Kamala Harris Moment Has Arrived








By Charles M. Blow


Apr 18, 2024


One of Kamala Harris's most memorable moments during the 2020 presidential election cycle was when, during a Democratic primary debate, she sharply criticized Joe Biden for 
working with
 segregationists in the Senate in their shared opposition to busing.



She personalized her criticism, 
saying
: "There was a little girl in California who was a part of the second class to integrate her public schools, and she was bused to school every day. And that little girl was me."



The power in the attack was not only the point being made but that she -- a person affected from a group affected -- was making it. Although some of Biden's defenders saw her remark as a gratuitous broadside, there was an authenticity to the way she confronted the issue.



The verbal jab also aligned with the national zeitgeist at a time when calls for racial justice and the Black Lives Matter movement were ascendant.



She ticked up in the polls, and donations poured in. Ultimately, her candidacy didn't catch fire, but the following summer, Biden, the eventual nominee, made a historic offer to Harris to join his ticket, leading to her becoming the first woman, first Black person and first Asian American to be vice president.



Fast-forward to now, when Vice President Harris has served nearly a full term alongside President Biden, and she is moving into another moment when the political stars are aligned for her as the perfect messenger on a subject that has fixed Americans' attention and is central in the 2024 presidential campaign: reproductive rights.



This time, her target is Donald Trump. And being in a position to go on the offensive is something of a reversal of fortune for a vice president who has endured withering -- often unfair -- attacks and who struggled to define herself in the role.



In October, The Atlantic's Elaina Plott Calabro 
profiled
 Harris under the headline "The Kamala Harris Problem," writing that "Harris's reputation has never quite recovered" from some early blunders during her term. The article includes a particularly blunt quote from the former Obama administration adviser David Axelrod about a perceived risk aversion born of insecurity: "It looked as if she didn't know where to plant her feet. That she wasn't sort of grounded, that she didn't know exactly who she was."



Criticisms of Harris have been relentless, ranging from legitimate challenges to her policy statements to ridiculous commentary 
about her laugh
. Much of it has seemed tinged with gender bias.



This has all led Harris to struggle in the polls. Her approval rating, like Biden's, has languished below 50 percent for most of her term.



And she remains a source of concern, a perceived vulnerability to Biden's re-election. In March, the Washington Post columnist Kathleen Parker 
wrote
 that Harris should bow out for the sake of the country, absurdly comparing her to Sarah Palin in 2008.



Over and over in her failed run for this year's Republican nomination, Nikki Haley pointed to the possibility of a future Harris presidency as a scare tactic, 
saying
 in an August interview on "Good Morning America": "There is no way Joe Biden is going to finish his term. I think Kamala Harris is going to be the next president, and that should send a chill up every American's spine."



But the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade and Republicans' lust to enact increasingly regressive policies to restrict reproductive rights in states across the country have made Harris's voice an essential one in the campaign.



In December, Harris 
announced
 her nationwide 
Fight for Reproductive Freedoms
 tour.



In March, she became what is believed to be the first vice president to pay an official visit to an abortion clinic (no president has done so), when she 
visited
 a Planned Parenthood clinic in St. Paul, Minn.



No matter how sensitive and knowledgeable men try to be on the issue of reproductive rights, there are still things that we cannot fully connect to. Harris transcends that barrier not only because she's a woman but also because of her background as a prosecutor.



In a February 
speech
 in Savannah, Ga., she said that she decided to specialize in prosecuting crimes of violence against women and children because in high school she learned that one of her best friends was being molested by her stepfather. Harris told that story as a way to underscore the repressive nature of abortion 
laws
 that don't have exceptions for rape or incest.



She told the crowd, "The idea that someone who survives a crime of violence, a violation to their body, would then be told they don't have the authority to decide what happens to their body next, that's immoral."



Harris may never be duly recognized for her contributions to the administration on a broad range of issues, but in the end that may not be her calling.



According to her office, since Roe was overturned, the vice president has held "more than 80 convenings in 20 states." Being a trusted voice in favor of reproductive rights and against Republicans determined to restrict or eliminate them may be the greater contribution she can make to Biden's re-election bid and to maintaining national stability.



With this issue, she has hit her stride. With it, the talk of her as a liability has been hushed, for some, by the clear realization of what she brings to the campaign. With it, Harris has a mission, and she's on it.
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letters



The Language of Gender Identity


Apr 17, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
The Problem With Saying 'Sex Assigned at Birth,
'" by Alex Byrne and Carole K. Hooven (Opinion guest essay, nytimes.com, April 3):



Mr. Byrne and Ms. Hooven argue that use of "assigned sex" terminology "creates doubt about a biological fact when there shouldn't be any." But sex characteristics are not "a biological fact"; they are rather a series of facts -- anatomical, hormonal and genetic -- that are not always in alignment.



The term "sex assignment" derives from the medical literature of the 1940s and 1950s, in which physicians grappled with what was then called "hermaphroditism" and is now called "intersex" or "D.S.D.," for disorders or differences of sex development.



To conclude that the words "assigned at birth" are needless is to deny the complexity of biological sex and to erase both the history of intersex conditions and the embodied reality of the people who are born and live with them.



Barbara M. Chubak
New York
The writer is an associate professor of urology at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.



To the Editor:



Transgender people like me do not exist as a topic of rational debate, something to be tossed around in discourse; we are people, and our lives exist far beyond your philosophizing. Articles like this are not only unnecessary, but they are also harmful, patronizing and dehumanizing.



The phrase "sex assigned at birth" is causing no one any harm, and it is not meant to replace "sex." We are not advocating the end of "male" and "female."



"Sex assigned at birth" is simply meant to convey the following notion: This individual was born as one sex, but their current body and/or lived experiences may contradict that. It allows trans people the very medical clarity this article claims to strive for. If I, a trans man far into his medical transition, were to walk into a doctor's office and claim to simply be "female," utter confusion could follow.



But we should not have to defend ourselves under the guise of rational discourse. We have bigger issues. In Texas, my parents would be possibly liable for child abuse for allowing me to transition as a teenager -- so stop treating us as if we do not know what we are talking about.



When people tell you the language that makes them the most comfortable, you use it and move on. You may believe sex to be black and white, as it may be the most convenient reality for you to live in, but for many of us, our bodies are the gray areas.



Max Greenhill
New York



To the Editor:



I fully agree with this essay: Biological sex is accurately recorded at birth; it is not arbitrarily "assigned."



The reason activists are pushing the sex-assigned-at-birth terminology is not simply that they want more empathy and inclusiveness for trans persons, but that they want the public to believe that one's birth sex was, as the authors say, an educated guess at best. If the public accepts that idea, they will be more agreeable to the idea that one's misassigned sex needs to be corrected later when the individual is old enough to determine their "true, authentic self."



Most adults don't care what gender someone declares, but biological sex is a scientific fact. The range of "genders" now being proclaimed is making the whole concept of gender meaningless. Every behavior, feeling, mood, attribute, sexual orientation or social statement does not constitute a gender.



Mark Godburn
Norfolk, Conn.



To the Editor:



The problem is not that we are confusing the male/female binary; the problem is that the human gender story is bigger than a simple binary, and our language does not reflect that, but it should.



Intersex people exist and have always existed. People whose gender expression doesn't match their biological presentation exist and have always existed. The authors are correct that language is powerful, but in this case they have the power dynamic exactly backward.



When we adhere to strict binary language, we are asking gender-abundant people to amputate whole parts of themselves. We need to allow people to flourish in the language that fits them.



As my 9-year-old recently explained to my 6-year-old, "You don't really know what gender a baby is when it's born, because you know their parts, but you don't know their heart."



Meghan Lin
St. Paul, Minn.



To the Editor:



Thank you, thank you, thank you for publishing this guest essay by Alex Byrne and Carole K. Hooven. In a society inundated with well-meaning absurdities such as "sex assigned at birth" and "pregnant people," this message desperately needs to be broadcast, received and acted upon.



Mark Featherstone
Alameda, Calif.



Power Over Principle in the G.O.P.




Gov. Chris Sununu of New Hampshire said that Americans' desire for "culture change" outweighed concerns about former President Donald J. Trump's efforts to overturn the election or the four criminal trials he faces.




To the Editor:



Re "
Sununu Says Trump 'Contributed' to Insurrection, but Still Has His Support
" (news article, nytimes.com, April 14):



Gov. Chris Sununu of New Hampshire now says he will support Donald Trump for president, even as he concedes that Mr. Trump "absolutely contributed" to an attempted insurrection on Jan. 6. Like many of his fellow Republicans, Mr. Sununu has chosen power over principle.



Ethics don't flash on and off like neon lights. Integrity cannot be situational. And character isn't a chameleon that shifts to secure political advantage. History will record all the elected officials who embraced Mr. Trump's mendacity while looking away from the democratic principles they swore an oath to uphold.



Welcome to the club, Governor Sununu.



Maryellen Donnellan
Falls Church, Va.



Upgrading Our Electric Grid




Replacing existing power lines with cables made from state-of-the-art materials could roughly double the capacity of the electric grid in many parts of the country.




To the Editor:



Re "
The U.S. Urgently Needs a Bigger Grid. Scientists Have a Faster Solution
" (Business, April 10):



The nation's current power lines that were built in the 1950s and 1960s have a 50-year life expectancy, meaning that they 
have surpassed
 their intended life span. As the U.S. evaluates how to meet new electric demand, the materials in the grid must not just be replaced, but also efficiently planned and upgraded to meet these new demands.



To lower energy costs and improve reliable access to electricity, we should use new technologies that allow more power to be transported across the same size transmission towers that are currently in use. Further, the same amount of power could be transported across smaller, low-impact towers, which could reduce siting and permitting obstacles -- thus saving time and money.



Significant transmission capacity is required to meet rising demands on the electrical system, withstand frequent extreme weather events and balance a changing resource mix. Deploying improved technologies in constructing a nationwide transmission grid is key to meeting these needs -- because America needs a modern grid now more than ever.



Christina Hayes
Washington
The writer is the executive director of Americans for a Clean Energy Grid.



Shakespeare's Insights, Still Relevant Today



To the Editor:



With "
O.J. and the Monster Jealousy
" (column, April 14) and "
Trump's Insatiable Bloodlust
" (column, April 7), Maureen Dowd evokes two of Shakespeare's greatest characters -- Othello and Macbeth -- to demonstrate that the playwright's insights remain as perceptive and significant today as they were more than 400 years ago.



As his friend and fellow dramatist Ben Jonson wrote of Shakespeare, "He was not of an age but for all time!"



Brad Bradford
Upper Arlington, Ohio
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How London Became a 'Hot Spot' for Threats Against Iranian Journalists



Iranian reporters and broadcasters in Britain have suffered physical attacks, threats and surveillance, a report by Reporters Without Borders said, weeks after a newscaster was stabbed in London.




Pouria Zeraati, a newscaster with Iran International, a Persian-language opposition TV channel that operates from Britain.




By Megan Specia


Apr 17, 2024


Iranian journalists in London have experienced death threats, intimidation and online abuse. One broadcaster working for BBC Persian, the Persian language branch of the BBC World Service, which has its headquarters in London, had her car broken into, and her conversations with family members were tapped.



And last month, Pouria Zeraati, a newscaster with Iran International, a Persian-language opposition TV channel that operates from Britain, was stabbed in the leg outside his London apartment.



The three suspected perpetrators of that attack traveled to Heathrow Airport and left the country within hours, 
according to
 the Metropolitan Police Service, which is responsible for policing in London.



Specialized counterterrorism officers are still investigating the motive behind the nonfatal stabbing of Mr. Zeraati, and the Met declined to say where the assailants had flown to. But experts say these targeted incidents are part of a frightening pattern of physical attacks, threats, and surveillance that have become a reality for many Iranian journalists working abroad.



And London, home to a number of Persian-language broadcasters, has become a "hot spot" for transnational repression, 
according to a report published Wednesday
 by Reporters Without Borders. The report comes against a backdrop of broader concerns about 
attempts by Iran to kill or kidnap critics in Britain
 that were outlined by the country's security service, MI5, in 2022.



"The Iranian government and its proxies are the principal source of threats and harassment, but not the only one," said Fiona O'Brien, the bureau director in Britain for Reporters Without Borders, who wrote the report.



Complicating the picture, the harassment comes not only from the Iranian state, but also from Iranian opposition groups, political activists and members of the Iranian diaspora, she said. "For journalists on the receiving end of such abuse, it feels like hostility comes from all sides."



Iran has long characterized journalists abroad as "enemies of the state," she said, and there was "very clear evidence and no attempt to hide, actually, that Iran is behind a lot of this repression."



The report, which included interviews with more than two dozen Iranian journalists in London and their employers, found that online attacks against journalists have risen exponentially, and included death threats and threats of sexual violence. Women were disproportionately affected by the online abuse, with some receiving graphic threats of rape. The Iran-based family members of journalists living abroad have also been subjected to threats and intimidation.



Rana Rahimpour, 41, was a prominent anchor for BBC Persian, but stepped away from journalism last year after 15 years, amid a series of threats and intense pressure on her and her family.



The threats against Ms. Rahimpour were long established, she said in an interview with The Times. Her parents had been subjected to a yearlong travel ban in 2013, had had their passports confiscated and were regularly interrogated in Iran.



As part of a complaint filed by BBC Persian to the United Nations in March 2022
, Ms. Rahimpour said Iran had targeted her for more than a decade because the authorities "don't want fair, trusted or impartial news to reach the shores of my homeland." She and 152 current and former BBC colleagues were sanctioned by Iran in 2017, in an attempt to discourage their work, according to the complaint.



The threats 
accelerated after the anti-government protests in Iran in 2022 over the death of Mahsa Amini
, which Ms. Rahimpour covered extensively for BBC Persian as its lead anchor. 




Thousands made their way to Saghez, Iran, in October 2022 to mourn Mahsa Amini, who had died in police custody.




Her car was broken into in London, and she believes that a listening device was placed inside. Her wiretapped phone conversations with family members in Iran were edited, skewed and broadcast on state-run Iranian outlets in November 2022, recast to make it seem as though she supported the government, she said.



Opposition critics, including Iran International, seized upon the edited recordings and accused BBC Persian of collaborating with the Iranian government. Abuse began to pour in from anti-government protesters as well.



"That was what really, really broke me," Ms. Rahimpour said. "I thought, 'You know what, enough is enough. I've paid enough to do this job, because I felt I had to do it. But now, I don't have to do it anymore.'"



Ms. Rahimpour described feeling terribly alone amid the abuse and threats.



"The isolation that comes with this kind of pressure is really staggering," said Ms. O'Brien of Reporters Without Borders, noting that a number of journalists interviewed for her report had expressed similar feelings.



Transnational repression of this type often increases when Iran's domestic situation becomes more fraught, and "the perceived threat of journalism rises," she said.



The report published on Wednesday is just the latest evidence that points to the targeting of Iranian journalists abroad. The 
BBC World Service issued an urgent appeal this week
 to a U.N. body, requesting action as its journalists have continued to suffer "comprehensive targeting and intimidation," its lawyers said in a statement.



And earlier this year, a United Nations fact-finding mission on Iran 
found that
 "state authorities harassed, threatened and intimidated journalists and other media employees working outside the country, including those working at the BBC Persian service, Iran International television, Voice of America, IranWire and Deutsche Welle."



In some cases, the Iranian authorities had arrested, detained or charged the family members of those journalists and broadcasters "in an apparent effort to exert pressure on them and prevent them from reporting on the country," that report said.



In 2022, two British-based journalists working for Iran International were informed by the Met of threats to their lives, prompting 
an official warning from Britain's foreign ministry
 to Iran's most senior diplomat in London. 
Britain and the United States sanctioned a number of Iranian officials
 who are members of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps earlier this year, for what they said were links to the plot against journalists.



For a time Iran International stopped broadcasting from London because of threats to its staff. Iran International, which is banned in Iran, is owned by Volant Media UK, a London-based company owned by a Saudi British national. It has been criticized for its links to Saudi Arabia, 
and the Guardian reported in 2018 that it received substantial funding from a company with links to the Saudi crown prince
. Iran International denies that it has Saudi state backing.



The company employs around 200 journalists, who produce material for its website, radio station and a broadcast viewed by millions of people inside Iran, via satellite. The stabbing of Mr. Zeraati, who is one of their anchors, happened on March 29, near his home in Wimbledon. He has recovered from the injury.



The Iranian Embassy in London did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the report. But on March 30, the embassy said in a statement that Iran was not involved in the attack on Mr. Zeraati.



"We deny any connection to this incident," said Mehdi Hosseini Matin, a diplomat at the embassy in London, calling it "strange."



Adam Baillie, a spokesman for Iran International, said the channel provides private security for its journalists, but that threats against them have risen in recent years. "It was the most shocking of things to happen," he said of the attack on Mr. Zeraati. "But I wouldn't say it was unexpected because we are under constant threat."




The Iranian Embassy in London.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/world/europe/uk-london-iranian-journalists-repression.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Aung San Suu Kyi Moved to Unknown Location From Prison by Myanmar Junta



The unexpected relocation was attributed to a heat wave, and came as the military government is facing increasingly emboldened rebel forces.




Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in 2019. The ousted former leader of Myanmar was relocated from prison this week to an unknown location. 




By Sui-Lee Wee


Apr 17, 2024


Myanmar's ousted civilian leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, has been moved by the military junta to an unknown location from a prison in the capital, Naypyidaw, raising questions about her safety.



Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi and U Win Myint, the country's former president, were relocated "to a safe place because of the high temperatures in the prison," Zaw Min Tun, the military spokesman, said Wednesday, without disclosing their location. Temperatures in Naypyidaw hit 114.8 degrees Fahrenheit, or 46 degrees Celsius, in the past week.



Few people in Myanmar believe that the military is genuinely concerned about Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi's welfare.



The unexpected movement of Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, 78, comes as the military is under intense pressure from a rebel alliance. In recent months, it has 
suffered its worst losses
 since 
seizing power in a coup
 in 2021.



Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, who was deposed in the coup and is still widely revered in the country, is serving a 
27-year sentence
 on corruption and other charges. Rights groups and supporters say the charges were trumped up and meant to keep the Nobel Peace laureate from elected office.Kim Aris, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi's younger son, said he believes the junta could use his mother as a potential "bargaining chip."



"As the fighting is getting closer and closer" to the capital, he said, "they are getting more desperate and trying to put things in place that might protect them a little bit."



Mr. Aris, speaking by telephone from his home in London, said he received a brief letter from his mother at the beginning of the year, the first time he had heard from her since the coup. Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi told him that it was cold in prison at that time and she had problems with her teeth.



In a separate telephone interview, a lawyer for Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, who spoke on condition of anonymity because of a gag order prohibiting him from talking publicly about the case, said he was puzzled about the latest move, adding that he believed the military was exploiting his client for its own purposes.




U Win Myint, the country's former president, who was arrested with Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021, was also relocated on Wednesday.




Some of her supporters fear that the military government could use her as a pawn to mollify opposition forces, or even as a human shield.



She was "escorted away in heavily secured vehicles" late on Tuesday, according to U Kyaw Htwe, a spokesman for Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi's political party, the National League of Democracy. She left all her belongings behind, and her whereabouts was unknown.



"It's challenging to speculate on her situation, as it remains uncertain whether her relocation is temporary or permanent," Mr. Kyaw Htwe said.



The military, which has in some way or form ruled Myanmar for nearly half a century, has long been threatened by Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi's enduring popularity. For 15 years, it held her under house arrest, briefly freeing her at some points and then detaining her again. It 
released her in 2010
, as it was moving toward a power-sharing arrangement, and she returned to politics, her party winning landslide elections.



In 2020, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi repeated that feat, winning by an even bigger margin. On Feb. 1, 2021, just hours before she and her fellow lawmakers were to take their seats in Parliament, the military arrested Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, Mr. Win Myint and senior members of her party, accusing them of committing voter fraud.



In the years since, the country's pro-democracy movement has 
moved on beyond Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi
. But she remains a household name, and analysts have speculated that she could be used as a prop to show that the military is ready to open talks with her.



Since the coup, Myanmar has devolved into a state of civil war. For more than two years, the military battled thousands of armed resistance fighters, with the rebels holding ground in the countryside and the government in the big cities.



But, in recent months, opposition forces have scored significant victories against the military, raising hopes that the end could be near for the junta. Starting last October, an alliance of rebel forces 
took several key towns
 from the military in northern Shan State. In western Myanmar, the Arakan Army, an ethnic armed organization, said it had captured several battalions and army bases.



Earlier this month, rebel forces said they launched a drone strike on military targets in Naypyidaw. Last week, rebels belonging to the Karen ethnic group 
captured Myawaddy
, a key trade town on the Thai border.



"My hunch is that Min Aung Hlaing is backing down a bit," said U Khin Zaw Win, the director of the Tampadipa Institute, a policy advocacy organization based in Yangon, referring to the commander in chief of the armed forces who orchestrated the coup.



"Militarily, he can't turn it around," Mr. Khin Zaw Win said. "He has this ace card, whose name is Aung San Suu Kyi, and he wants to make sure that this card remains in his pocket."
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Russian Missile Strikes North of Kyiv Kill at Least 14, Ukraine Says



President Volodymyr Zelensky said the death toll might rise and blamed lack of air defenses for the loss of life. At least 61 people were reported wounded.




The site of a building destroyed by a Russian missile strike, according to Ukrainian officials, in Chernihiv, Ukraine, on Wednesday.




By Maria Varenikova and Marc Santora


Apr 17, 2024


At least 14 people were killed and scores more injured when three Russian missiles struck a busy downtown district of Chernihiv, north of Kyiv, just before noon on Wednesday, Ukrainian officials said.



President Volodymyr Zelensky said the death toll, reported by the office of Ukraine's prosecutor general, might rise and blamed Ukraine's lack of air defenses for the loss of life. The prosecutor general said that 61 people were reported injured.



"This would not have happened if Ukraine had received enough air defense equipment and if the world's determination to counter Russian terror was also sufficient," Mr. Zelensky said in a statement. "Terrorists can destroy lives only when they first manage to intimidate those who are able to stop terror and protect life."



Also on Wednesday, explosions and fires were reported at a key Russian air base in the occupied Crimean Peninsula in what appeared to be a Ukrainian attack. Ukrainian officials did not comment on the apparent attack, but Russian military bloggers affiliated with the Kremlin reported that Ukrainian missiles had struck locations around the air base in Dzhankoi, Crimea.



The extent of the damage was not immediately clear but unverified videos posted on social media showed a series of explosions and raging fires at the base. Military analysts using 
open source satellite data
 from NASA said several fires were burning around the facility.



Dzhankoi is a hub for Russian roads and railways about 50 miles south of the Ukrainian mainland. It has been a frequent target of long-range strikes by the Ukrainian military, part of a broader campaign to isolate Russian troops fighting in southern Ukraine and undermine Russian logistics.



With American military assistance largely suspended since the start of the year as some Republicans in Congress resist providing Ukraine with more support, the Western-supplied air defense systems needed to shoot down near daily Russian missile bombardments are nearly out of ammunition.



That has increased the urgency of Ukraine's efforts to target Russian weapons at their source in both occupied parts of Ukraine and inside Russia itself.



Delays in American support have led to recent losses along the front and Mr. Zelensky told PBS in an interview broadcast on Tuesday that his nation's forces were struggling.



"I can tell you, frankly, without this support, we will have no chance of winning," he said.



At the same time, the toll on civilians is growing and Ukrainian officials said that what happened in Chernihiv on Wednesday was likely only a prelude to further bloodshed.



The district where the missiles struck is a crowded part of the city near a university and hospital.



"I personally saw dead people on the road killed by shrapnel and smashed cars covered in blood," Oleksandr Lomako, the head of Chernihiv city government, said by telephone. "I looked through the dates of birth of the victims; so many young people there."



Rescue workers were still searching for victims in the rubble, he said. "This strike is just one more confirmation that Ukraine urgently needs air defense systems and ammunition," he added.



Chernihiv sits on the border with Russia and missiles are a frequent sight overhead as Russia launches attacks at towns and cities across Ukraine. "They used to be downed," Mr. Lomako said. "But not any more, it seems."



The city was surrounded by Russian forces early in the war and it suffered massive destruction. But since the Russians were driven out and Ukraine's air defenses improved, people have returned and sought to rebuild and carry on despite the looming threat.



"Among those killed as a result of Russian shelling is a 25-year-old police lieutenant," Ihor Klymenko, Ukraine's minister of internal affairs, 
said
 in a statement. "The woman lived in a neighboring house, was at home on sick leave. A fatal shrapnel wound."



As missiles flew in the skies above, fierce fighting continued across the front, where Ukrainian troops struggled to hold their lines as Russia seeks to exploit Ukraine's depleted arsenal. Within the past week, Russian forces have entered a number of villages, endangering Ukraine's defensive lines at several critical positions in the east.



Russia has been pushing into the outskirts of Chasiv Yar, a key town for Ukraine's defense of the Donbas region, hoping to seize the hilltop fortress and open the way to sustained attacks on the last major cities there still under Ukrainian control: Kostiantynivka, Kramatorsk and Sloviansk.



About 35 miles south of Chasiv Yar, where Ukrainians are trying to hold new lines after being driven from the city of Avdiivka at the start of the year, the Russians have taken more villages as they set their sights on another Ukrainian stronghold in Pokrovsk.
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Blinken Heads to G7 Meeting for Talks on Israel and Ukraine



The U.S. secretary of state and his counterparts will gather in Italy as world leaders try to contain the fallout from the Israel-Hamas war.




Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken and other world leaders are likely to debate proposals to seize some or all of $300 billion in Russian assets that Western banks have frozen since Russia invaded Ukraine.




By Michael Crowley


Apr 17, 2024


Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken arrived in Italy on Wednesday for a gathering of foreign ministers from the Group of 7 nations at which the Middle East turmoil and the fate of Ukraine will be central topics.



The meeting will take place as world leaders try to contain the growing fallout from the war between Israel and Hamas. Most urgently, they are seeking to persuade Israel not to escalate its conflict with Iran in the wake of Iran's strikes on Israel over the weekend, which did little damage but involved hundreds of missiles and drones and prompted calls within Israel for a punishing response.



At the opening session, the officials will also discuss Israel's invasion of Gaza and international efforts to reach a cease-fire deal.



The G7 is a conference of seven industrialized democracies -- Italy, Canada, France, Germany, Japan, Britain and the United States -- as well as representatives of the European Union. The meeting, which is being held on the Mediterranean island of Capri, is a prelude to a summit of G7 leaders scheduled for mid-June in Puglia, Italy.



The G7, which often issues joint proclamations about world events, released a statement on Sunday condemning "in the strongest terms Iran's direct and unprecedented attack against Israel." The group also said it would work to "end the crisis in Gaza" through "an immediate and sustainable cease-fire and the release of hostages by Hamas," and increase the delivery of humanitarian aid to the Palestinian territory.



Talks to at least pause the fighting in exchange for the release of hostages and more aid deliveries have been snagged for weeks. U.S. officials say Hamas has rejected credible Israeli offers and is the main obstacle to resolving the conflict, even as international pressure grows on Israel because of the civilian toll in Gaza.



An official agenda for the three-day event this week said the group would discuss "the pursuit of a meaningful and effective political approach" toward the "'two peoples, two states' solution," a reference to the goal of establishing an eventual Palestinian state alongside Israel. The United States and several other nations have revived that longtime objective in recent months, but Israeli leaders such as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reject it.



Another related session will focus on the Iran-backed Houthi militants in Yemen, whose attacks on international shipping in the Red Sea have disrupted global commerce and drawn dozens of U.S. airstrikes.



And on the topic that dominated their past two meetings, the G7 ministers will affirm their support for the defense of Ukraine against Russia amid grave worries about whether a package of more than $60 billion in aid proposed by President Biden can surmount opposition from a minority of House Republicans. Western and Ukrainian officials warn that Ukraine is in danger of suffering substantial losses to Russia, and even defeat, without significant long-term support.



The European Union's top foreign policy official, Josep Borrell Fontelles, said in a statement that the group would "hold a discussion on ensuring continued support to Ukraine," which would include Ukraine's foreign minister, Dmytro Kuleba, and NATO's secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg.



The ministers are likely to debate proposals to seize some or all of $300 billion in Russian assets that Western banks have frozen since Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022. Western governments are divided on the advisability and legal justification for such a move but have discussed compromises, including potentially seizing and sending to Kyiv only the interest generated by those accounts since they were frozen.



In an 
interview with Reuters
, Italy's foreign minister, Antonio Tajani, who is hosting the gathering, said that his country was not outright opposed to the idea but that it required "study" to find a "legal basis."



Other sessions will focus on Africa, the Indo-Pacific and global issues such as climate change, artificial intelligence and cyberthreats.
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Israeli Response to Iran Attack Seems Inevitable, Despite Allies' Pleas



"We will make our own decisions," said Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, rebuffing European diplomats' requests to stand down.




Members of the Israeli military showing the remnants of an Iranian ballistic missile that fell on Israel over the weekend.




By Matthew Mpoke Bigg and Michael Levenson


Apr 17, 2024


European diplomats traveled to Israel on Wednesday to make one more plea for restraint in response to the aerial attack that Iran launched this weekend, but Britain's foreign secretary acknowledged that an Israeli reprisal seemed inevitable.



"It is clear that the Israelis are making a decision to act," the British foreign secretary, David Cameron, told the BBC, just before he met with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. "We hope that they do so in a way that does as little to escalate this as possible."



Israel's allies, including the United States, Britain and Germany, have joined other world leaders in repeatedly pressing Mr. Netanyahu to avoid taking any action that could increase tensions with Iran, which launched 
more than 300 missiles and drones
 at Israel on Saturday night, Tehran's first direct attack on Israel.



But Mr. Netanyahu, after meeting with Mr. Cameron and Germany's foreign minister, Annalena Baerbock, said that Israel would "do everything necessary to defend itself."



He thanked Israel's allies for their "support in words and support in actions" in remarks before a cabinet meeting, according to his office. But, he added: "They also have all kinds of suggestions and advice. I appreciate it. But I want to make it clear -- we will make our own decisions."




Israel's president, Isaac Herzog, is flanked by Germany's foreign minister, Annalena Baerbock, and David Cameron, Britain's foreign minister.




Vedant Patel, a State Department spokesman, said at a news conference in Washington on Wednesday that the United States was pushing for a "unified diplomatic response" to the Iranian attack and was urging Israel to avoid "further escalation." But he added, "These decisions are for Israel to make as a sovereign, democratic country."



Israel's war cabinet has met several times since the weekend to discuss when and how to respond to Iran's barrage of ballistic missiles and exploding drones, almost all of which were intercepted by Israel's air defenses, supported by the United States, Britain, France and Jordan.



Israeli officials are said to be 
considering a range of options
, from a direct strike on Iran to a strike on an Iranian target, such as an Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps base, in a country other than Iran, to a cyberattack or assassinations, trying to send a clear message to Tehran while not starting a major escalation.



"Israel will respond when it sees fit," an Israeli official said on Wednesday, adding that it had "multiple ways" to do so. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss military strategy.



Iranian leaders have warned that the country will react forcefully to any Israeli strike. "We will respond with more deadly weapons," the Iranian army's commander in chief, Maj. Gen. Abdolrahim Mousavi, said on Wednesday.



Iran said it had attacked Israel in response to an April 1 
airstrike on a diplomatic compound in Syria
, which killed at least three senior Iranian commanders and four officers overseeing Iran's covert operations in the Middle East.



Ms. Baerbock said it was critical to prevent "the highly dangerous situation in the Middle East from turning into a regional conflagration," the German news outlet 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur
 reported.



"As the G7, we speak with one voice," Ms. Baerbock said after arriving in Italy on Wednesday for a meeting of foreign ministers of the Group of 7 nations. "All players in the region are called upon to exercise maximum restraint."



Mr. Cameron said that the Group of 7, which includes the United States as well as Britain and Germany, should work together to punish Iran with sanctions. U.S. and European officials said on Tuesday that they were considering 
placing additional sanctions
 on Iran that could target its oil revenue and weapons programs.




A funeral procession in Tehran this month for the military commanders who were killed during an airstrike by Israeli forces on Iran's diplomatic compound in Syria.




Although Iran's attack has shifted international focus away from the war in the Gaza Strip, the Israeli military has continued to bomb some parts of the territory, and many Gazans remain desperate for food.



This week, throngs of Palestinians lined up to buy bread at two bakeries that had reopened in Gaza City. The Israeli military said the opening of the bakeries was a sign of improving conditions for civilians in northern Gaza, where residents are facing the severest hunger crisis.



But some Gazans said the bakeries were not making enough bread to meet the overwhelming demand.



"People line up there for around three hours to get one and only one bag of bread," said Mazen Harazeen, 39, a paramedic in Gaza City with nine children, who walked nearly two miles to reach one of the bakeries. Their impact, he said, would be "very small."



Fuel for the bakeries was delivered by the United Nations last Sunday and was scheduled to run out by Friday, said Abeer Etefa, a spokeswoman for the U.N. World Food Program. It was not clear when more fuel would arrive, she said.



The World Food Program added in a social media post, "We need safe and sustained access to prevent famine."




Palestinians lining up to buy bread from a bakery in Gaza City on Sunday.




As Israel battles Hamas, it was struck again on Wednesday by another Iranian-backed group, the Lebanese militia Hezbollah, which claimed responsibility for a drone and missile attack on northern Israel.



The Israeli military said 14 soldiers were wounded, six of them severely, making it one of the most damaging strikes in recent months by Hezbollah, which has been trading fire with Israel over the Lebanon-Israel border. 



Hezbollah said the attack was a response to 
Israeli airstrikes
 a day earlier that the Israeli military said had killed two Hezbollah commanders.



The fighting has displaced 
tens of thousands of civilians on both sides of the border
, and in recent months Israeli strikes inside Lebanon have begun to creep 
deeper into the country's interior
.



Reporting was contributed by 
Adam Rasgon
, 
Euan Ward
, 
Ronen Bergman
, 
Aaron Boxerman
, 
Johnatan Reiss
, 
Gabby Sobelman
, 
Liam Stack
 and 
Abu Bakr Bashir
.
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Here's Where Israel's Military Offensive in Gaza Stands



More than six months after the Hamas-led attacks of Oct. 7, Israel's campaign to eliminate the armed group in Gaza is pressing ahead.




Buildings destroyed in Khan Younis, in southern Gaza, on Tuesday.




By Matthew Mpoke Bigg


Apr 17, 2024


Iran's attack on Israel has shifted focus from the war in Gaza, but Israeli military operations press on there with the aim of eliminating Hamas, the armed group that controlled the territory before the fighting began.



Israel's military launched its assault in Gaza after Oct. 7, when Hamas led an attack that Israeli authorities say killed around 1,200 people. Israel said its aims were to defeat Hamas and free the hostages taken that day, around 100 of whom remain in Gaza. Local health authorities say the war has killed more than 33,000 people, and the United Nations says the population is 
on the brink of famine
.



Here is a look at where the military conflict stands:



Southern Gaza



Israel 
withdrew its forces
 from southern Gaza this month, but Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said that the military still plans to invade Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city, to "complete the elimination of Hamas's battalions" and to destroy its tunnel networks.




Mourning over the bodies of relatives in Rafah, in southern Gaza, on Tuesday.




The timing of any operation in Rafah, on the border with Egypt, is unclear. President Biden is among many world leaders who have urged Israel not to invade the city because of the harm it could cause civilians. Rafah's population has swelled to over a million, as people have flocked there for shelter from fighting elsewhere, and border crossings in southern Gaza are a main conduit for humanitarian aid.



Northern Gaza



Israel began its ground invasion in northern Gaza in late October, urging civilians to leave. Much of the north, including Gaza City, has been destroyed by airstrikes and ground combat. Israel began to 
pull its forces
 from northern Gaza in January, saying it had dismantled Hamas's military structure there.



In March, however, Israeli troops mounted an operation at Al-Shifa Hospital, in Gaza City, where it said Hamas fighters had returned. Israeli troops said they had killed about 200 fighters and captured 500 more. The hospital, once Gaza's largest, 
was left in ruins
.




Israeli soldiers outside Al-Shifa Hospital, in Gaza City, during a tour by the Israeli army last month.




Some analysts said the raid showed that by leaving northern Gaza without a plan in place for governing the area, Israel had made it possible for Hamas to return. At the same time, some civilians who had fled south and 
attempted to return
 via a coastal road said this week that Israeli forces had fired on them. Their testimony could not be independently confirmed.



Central Gaza



The Israeli troops that remain in Gaza are mainly guarding a road that the military has built across the center of the strip to facilitate its operations. The Institute for the Study of War, a research group, said that was consistent with Israel's plans to shift to a strategy of more targeted raids rather than wider assaults.



Israel retains the capacity to launch airstrikes anywhere in Gaza and it has conducted several around the central city of Deir al Balah. This month, Israeli planes attacked a convoy of the World Central Kitchen charity near the city, killing 
seven aid workers
. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has said that Israel regrets the strikes. 




In Deir al Balah, in central Gaza, leaflets dropped by the Israeli army on Tuesday warned people to stay away from the area.




Across the territory



Experts say the Israeli military has had considerable success in dismantling Hamas's military wing, the 
Qassam Brigades
. It has broken the strength of most of its battalions with tens of thousands of airstrikes and ground combat, said Robert Blecher, an expert at the International Crisis Group think tank.



Israel has also killed at least one of Hamas's 
top commanders
 and has 
destroyed some of the tunnels
 in which the group operates. But Hamas retains significant organizational and military capacity, particularly in southern Gaza where its tunnel network acts as a shield, and its leader in Gaza, 
Yahya Sinwar
, is still at large.



"Israel has done a good job of disabling those stronger battalions," Mr. Blecher said, but he added: "Hamas is going to remain as an insurgent force."
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The Global Turn Away From Free-Market Policies Worries Economists



More countries are embracing measures meant to encourage their own security and independence, a trend that some say could slow global growth.




Kristalina Georgieva, managing director of the International Monetary Fund, has pushed back against the growing use of industrial policies.




By Patricia Cohen


Apr 17, 2024


Meeting outside Paris last week, top officials from France, Germany and Italy pledged to pursue a 
coordinated economic policy
 to counter stepped-up efforts by Washington and Beijing to protect their own homegrown businesses.



The three European countries have joined the parade of others that are enthusiastically embracing industrial policies -- the catchall term for a variety of measures like targeted subsidies, tax incentives, regulations and trade restrictions -- meant to steer an economy.



More than 2,500 industrial policies were introduced last year, roughly three times the number in 2019, according to a 
new study
. And most were imposed by the richest, most advanced economies -- many of which could previously be counted on to criticize such tactics.



The measures are generally popular at home, but the trend is worrying some international leaders and economists who warn that such top-down economic interventions could end up slowing worldwide growth.



The sharpened debate is sure to be on display at the economic lollapalooza that opens Wednesday in Washington -- otherwise known as the annual 
spring meetings
 of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.




From left, Adolfo Urso of Italy, Bruno Le Maire of France and Robert Habeck of Germany vowed to coordinate their economic policies.




"There are different ways of shooting yourself in the foot," M. Ayhan Kose, the deputy chief economist of the World Bank, said about the trend of rich countries pursuing industrial policies. "This is one way of doing it."



And in a 
speech
 last week, Kristalina Georgieva, the I.M.F.'s managing director, cautioned that except in extraordinary circumstances, the case for government intervention was weak.



Whether and how ardently governments should try to control their economies has been vigorously debated since the Industrial Revolution. The current wave of policies, though, is a stark contrast to the classic open markets, hands-off government ideology championed by the citadels of capitalism in recent decades.



That faith in the superiority of 
free-market policies
 was deeply shaken in recent years by a string of global jolts -- the pandemic, supply chain meltdowns, soaring inflation and interest rates, Russia's invasion of Ukraine, and rising tensions between the United States and China.



In many capitals, security, resilience and self-sufficiency were pushed to the front of the list of economic policy goals along with growth and efficiency.



After years of complaints about China's subsidies of private and state-owned industries, the United States and Europe have increasingly copied Beijing's playbook, undertaking multibillion-dollar industrial policies focused on critical technology and climate change.



The United States passed two mammoth bills in 2022 to strengthen its domestic 
semiconductor industry
 and renewable 
energy
 sector. Europe passed its own 
Green Deal Industrial Plan
 last year to speed the energy transition. Soon after, South Korea approved the 
K-Chips Act
 to support its semiconductor production.



"A few years ago, when I was starting out as finance minister, you couldn't pronounce the words 'European economic policy' or 'European industrial policy,'" Bruno Le Maire, France's finance minister, said last week after the ministers' meeting.



Positive appraisals of the approach have grown in recent years. One 
overview
 of the subject by a team that included Dani Rodrik, a Harvard economist, found that the "recent crop of papers offers in general a more positive take on industrial policy," compared with the traditional "knee-jerk opposition from economists."



Joseph E. Stiglitz, a Nobel Prize-winning professor at Columbia University, has 
called
 industrial policy a "no-brainer."



But many economists like Mr. Kose of the World Bank remain skeptics, arguing that most industrial policies will end up reducing overall growth, making things worse rather than better.



In response to the latest wave of interventions, the I.M.F. has drawn up a new set of 
guidelines
 for when and how industrial policies should be carried out.




Advanced technologies, such as semiconductors, have been part of the focus of industrial policies.




There are gains, if they are done right and used to address an extraordinary market failure, like the dangers posed by climate change, the I.M.F. says. That means clearly identifying the social benefits like limiting greenhouse gases, broadly sharing innovations across borders and refraining from discriminating against foreign firms.



But much of the analysis has been devoted to how easy it is to get things wrong, by misallocating or wasting money, giving powerful business interests too much sway over government decisions or setting off a tit-for-tat trade war.



"What stands out about this current resurgence is that there is a reliance on costly subsidies," said Era Dabla-Norris, an author of the analysis. And these are often "combined with other types of discriminatory measures against foreign firms."



When protectionist measures distort global trade and investment flows, she said, "the global economy loses out."



Governments meddle in markets for all kinds of reasons -- to prevent job losses, spur investments into a particular sector or freeze out a geopolitical rival.



Of the 2,500 interventions introduced last year, protecting domestic industries accounted for the largest chunk, followed by combating climate change or shoring up supply chains, according to a 
study
 done in conjunction with the I.M.F. Measures that cited national security as the motivation made up the smallest share.



The data also 
suggested
 that when a country introduced a subsidy, there was roughly a 75 percent chance that within a year, another country would introduce a similar one on the same product.




The Port of Los Angeles. The complexity of global trade relationships can be affected by trade disputes and subsidies.




As fears about Europe's ability to compete with the United States and China increase, the European Union seems determined to move ahead with more coordinated economic interventions -- even though its members do not necessarily agree on which ones.



France has proposed the most aggressive measures, including a provision to reserve half of public spending from industrial policy on European-made products and services, while Germany has been more skeptical of Buy Europe approaches.



But there is support across the board for increasing funding, slashing cumbersome regulations and promoting a 
single market
 for investments and savings.



In February, the European Parliament 
agreed
 to increase its own green industrial capacity, and in March, the bloc 
adopted regulations
 to secure its supply of essential raw materials and bolster local production. Members also proposed for the first time a joint 
defense industrial strategy
.



The French, German and Italian economic ministers have been gathering to develop policies to stimulate green and digital technologies before E.U. leaders meet this year to adopt a new 
five-year strategic plan
.



Now that "the term 'industrial policy' is no longer taboo," said Mr. Le Maire, France's finance minister, "Europe needs to show its teeth, and show that it's determined to defend its industry."
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Mount Ruang Erupts in Indonesia, Spewing Lava Thousands of Feet Into the Sky



Hundreds of earthquakes were detected in the weeks preceding the eruption of the volcano in North Sulawesi province. Hundreds of people were evacuated.



By Christine Hauser


Apr 17, 2024


Mount Ruang, a volcano in Indonesia, erupted on Tuesday, spewing fiery lava and ash thousands of feet into the night sky and forcing the evacuation of hundreds of people in the North Sulawesi province, according to the authorities and local news reports.



The volcano erupted at about 7:19 p.m. local time, 
Antara, the national news agency,
 reported. The country's National Disaster Mitigation Agency said on Wednesday that more than 800 people in nearby villages were displaced by the eruption, many using ferries and taking shelter in churches and community centers.




Mount Ruang spewing hot lava and smoke as seen from Sitaro, Indonesia, on Wednesday.




The authorities said supplies such as mats, blankets, cleaning materials, and tents were needed, and that more shelters might be opening for people fleeing the volcano.



Indonesia is the world's largest archipelago nation. It is spread across what is known as the Ring of Fire, where tectonic plates clash under the surface of the Pacific Ocean and spawn earthquakes and eruptions from volcanoes.



Mount Ruang is a 
stratovolcano
, or a steep, conical volcano that has built up over years in layers from explosive eruptions of lava, rock fragments, ash and other properties.



"It is in a part of the world where there are a lot of active volcanoes," said Dr. 
Tracy K.P. Gregg
, who chairs the geology department at the University at Buffalo.



Its last major eruption was in 2002, when the column of lava and ash that it spewed reached up to 17 miles, Dr. Gregg said.



She said the volcano in 2002 measured 4, a "large" volcano on the 
Volcanic Explosivity Index,
 a scale used to measure the strength of an eruption by looking at several factors, such as duration, ash volume and plume height. Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines in 1991 measured 6 on the index. Mount St. Helens in the United States in 1980 measured 5.



"So it is a little bit smaller than that," she said of Mount Ruang. Right now, it is not as violent as the previous eruption, she added, but the volcano cannot be fully assessed while it is in progress.



More than 300 volcanic earthquakes
 were detected over a period of at least two weeks preceding the eruption of Mount Ruang.



It is not immediately clear why the volcano erupted when it did. "Every volcano has its own personality," she said.



In the past few years, several volcanoes in Indonesia have erupted. In December, 2023, the bodies of 11 hikers were found on the slopes of Mount Marapi on the island of Sumatra, after an eruption that spewed an ash column of nearly 3,000 meters -- about 10,000 feet high.



In December 2022, more than 1,900 people were evacuated from the area surrounding Mount Semeru as it erupted. In an eruption there the previous 
December
, 
more than 50 people were killed and hundreds more
 were injured.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/world/asia/indonesia-volcano-eruption-ruang.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




U.S. Restores Oil Sanctions on Venezuela as Hopes Dim for Free Election



The Biden administration had temporarily lifted sanctions after President Nicolas Maduro agreed to make free elections possible. Now Mr. Maduro has put up barriers to a credible vote.




President Nicolas Maduro after signing up as a candidate for Venezuela's presidential elections.




By Genevieve Glatsky


Apr 17, 2024


When the government of President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela and his country's opposition 
signed an agreement
 in October to work toward free and fair elections this year, it was seen as a glimmer of hope after years of authoritarian rule and economic free fall.



The United States, as a sign of good will, temporarily lifted some of the economic sanctions that have crippled the country's crucial oil industry.



But six months later, the Maduro government has made several moves that have dimmed the chances of legitimate elections, and a frustrated Biden administration on Wednesday announced that it was letting the sanctions relief expire.



The reinstatement of the penalties could carry significant consequences for the future of Venezuela's democracy, for its economy and for migration in the region.



"Maduro and his representatives did not fully comply with the spirit or the letter of the agreement," said a senior administration official who spoke with a group of journalists on background to discuss a sensitive diplomatic matter.



Another top official discussing the restored sanctions cited the "disqualification of candidates and parties on technicalities, and what we see as a continued pattern of harassment and repression against opposition figures and civil society."



The sanctions relief will expire at midnight on Wednesday, but the official said there would a be a "45-day wind-down period for transactions related to the oil-and-gas sector operations" so that the expiration "does not provoke uncertainty in the global energy sector."




Migrants rushing to find a spot from which to climb up the northern bank of the Rio Grande in Brownsville, Texas, last year. Venezuelans have been among the largest groups of migrants.




The Venezuelan government did not immediately respond to a request for comment. But in a televised address on Monday, Mr. Maduro, anticipating that the sanctions would be restored, said, "We are not a gringo colony. Venezuela is going to continue its economic march."



The United States has placed sanctions on some Venezuelan leaders for years, but the Trump administration tightened them significantly in 2019, after the United States accused Mr. Maduro of fraud in the last presidential election.



The move was meant to force the Maduro government from power, but Mr. Maduro has managed to retain his grip, even as the sanctions have led to economic misery for many Venezuelans.



Venezuelan oil imports to the United States -- its biggest customer -- have been effectively banned. Oil is Venezuela's main source of export income, and the sanctions have dealt a devastating economic blow that has contributed to a mass exodus of Venezuelans.



The sanctions relief allowed Venezuela to sell its crude freely for a period of six months.



Mr. Maduro, who has been in power for 11 years, has long sought the lifting of sanctions, while the United States and its allies in the Venezuelan opposition have demanded that Mr. Maduro allow competitive elections that could give his political opponents a legitimate shot at winning.



While the 
agreement last year
, signed in Barbados, was a significant step forward, many were skeptical that Mr. Maduro would ever allow an election with any real possibility that he might lose.



Just days after the agreement was signed, a former Venezuelan lawmaker, Maria Corina Machado, won a primary election with more than 90 percent of the vote. Her victory and a high turnout showed, according to experts, that she stood a strong chance of defeating Mr. Maduro in a free and fair election.



Since then, the Maduro government has put up more barriers to prevent the possibility of a competitive vote.




Maria Corina Machado celebrated after winning a primary election in October organized by Venezuela's opposition. She has been disqualified from running for president.




The country's top court 
disqualified
 Ms. Machado in January over what the judges claimed were financial irregularities that occurred when she was a national legislator. Those types of disqualifications are a common tactic used by Mr. Maduro to keep strong competitors off the ballot.



Then the government, using technical electoral maneuvers, prevented an opposition coalition from putting forward another preferred candidate. The opposition was ultimately allowed to put forth a different candidate, Edmundo Gonzalez, a former diplomat, but it is unclear is if his name will appear on the ballot in the July 28 election.



One opposition party was allowed to officially register another candidate: Manuel Rosales, the governor of the populous state of Zulia, whose candidacy is widely seen as rubber-stamped by Mr. Maduro, according to political analysts.



An unclassified 
U.S. intelligence report
 in February stated that Mr. Maduro was likely to win the election and remain in power "because of his control of state institutions that influence the electoral process and his willingness to exercise his power."



While the Maduro administration had placed allies on Venezuela's electoral council, the intelligence report said it was "also trying to avoid blatant voting fraud."



Six of Ms. Machado's campaign aides have been arrested and six more have gone into hiding since arrest warrants were issued against them. Men on motorbikes have attacked supporters at her events. Many Venezuelans living abroad 
have been unable
 to register to vote because of expensive and cumbersome requirements.



Now that sanctions have been reinstated, experts say it is unlikely the Venezuelan government will reconsider its antidemocratic actions.




Standing in line to register to vote for the July 28 presidential election. Many Venezuelans abroad say they have been unable to register.




The Maduro government does not "have any further reason to make more concessions or even maintain some of the concessions that they have made so far," said Mariano de Alba, a senior adviser for International Crisis Group, a think tank. "So we could be walking toward a more uneven playing field on the electoral side."



The move could also affect migration in the region.



Exhausted by years of economic struggle and a lack of freedoms, hundreds of thousands of Venezuelans have tried to reach the United States border in the last two years, creating a political and humanitarian crisis for the Biden administration.



Around the time of the Barbados agreement, Venezuela also agreed to accept Venezuelan migrants deported from the United States, a move meant to help show that President Biden was aggressively tackling record border crossings and to deter other Venezuelans who might be considering the journey.



But those deportation flights stopped in February without an explanation. Now that sanctions are reinstated, they are unlikely to resume.



Sanctions relief also had a modest but notable effect on the Venezuelan economy over the past six months, according to experts. Oil exports recently hit a 
four-year high
 and inflation hit a 
decade low
.



But the resumption of sanctions could reverse those gains. A struggling economy along with the strong possibility that Mr. Maduro could win another illegitimate election could lead to another surge in migration, experts said.



While the Biden administration said it would restore the sanctions, another U.S. official said the government could still allow individual companies on a case-by-case basis to do business with Venezuela's oil-and-gas sector.



Allowing such limited business to continue with Venezuela gives the United States some leverage in discussions with the Maduro government, experts said.
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Interior Said to Reject Industrial Road Through Alaskan Wilderness



A mining company wants to build a 211-mile industrial road through Alaskan wilderness to reach a large copper deposit. The Interior Department says it would harm wildlife and communities.




The headwaters of the Ambler River in the Noatak National Preserve of Alaska, near where the proposed access road would end.




By Lisa Friedman


Apr 16, 2024


The Biden administration is expected to deny permission for a 211-mile industrial road through fragile Alaskan wilderness to a large copper deposit, handing a victory to environmentalists in an election year when the president wants to underscore his credentials as a climate leader and conservationist.



The Interior Department intends to announce as early as this week that there should be "no action" on the federal land where the road known as the Ambler Access Project would be built, according to two people familiar with the decision who asked not to be named because they were not authorized to discuss the decision. A formal denial of the project would come later this year, they said.



The road was essential to reach what is estimated to be a $7.5 billion copper deposit buried under ecologically sensitive land. There are currently no mines in the area and no requests for permits have been filed with the government; the road was a first step.



Blocking the industrial road would be an enormous victory for opponents who have argued for years that it would threaten wildlife as well as Alaska Native tribes that rely on hunting and fishing.



Environmentalists, including many young climate activists, 
were infuriated
 last year by President Biden's decision to approve Willow, 
an $8 billion oil drilling project
 on pristine federal land in Alaska. The proposed road would be several hundred miles south of the Willow project.



The move comes as the Biden administration tries to find a balance between two different and sometimes opposing goals.



Mr. Biden is intent on bolstering clean energy in the United States to fight climate change. Ambler Metals, the mining venture behind the proposed road, has said the copper it seeks is critical to make wind turbines, photovoltaic cells and transmission lines needed for wind, solar and other renewable energy. But the president is also determined to conserve environmentally sensitive lands, and has been expanding the footprint of national monuments around the country while also blocking off some public lands from oil and gas drilling.



David Krause, the interim executive director of the National Audubon Society's Alaska office said protecting the wilderness around the Ambler area is a "huge deal."



"This is one of the most ecologically-intact and functional landscapes on the planet," Mr. Krause said.



As proposed, the Ambler project would consist of a $350 million two-lane, all-season gravel road that would run through the Brooks Range foothills and the Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve, crossing 11 rivers and thousands of streams before it reached the site of a future mine.



The Interior Department found that a road would disturb wildlife habitat, pollute spawning grounds for salmon and threaten the hunting and fishing traditions of more than 30 Alaska Native communities. In its final analysis, the agency is expected to say that any version of an industrial road would "significantly and irrevocably" hurt the environment and tribal communities, the two people said.



"The caribou is struggling, the fish are struggling," Julie Roberts-Hyslop, the first chief of the Tanana Tribe, said in an interview last year. A road would exacerbate those troubles, she said.



A spokeswoman for the Interior Department declined to comment.



Kaleb Froehlich, the managing director of Ambler Metals, said the company was "stunned" that the Interior Department would deny the project.



"If true, this decision ignores the support of local communities for this project, while denying jobs for Alaskans and critical revenues for a region where youth are being forced to leave because of a lack of opportunity," Mr. Froehlich said in a statement. He called it "an unlawful and politically motivated decision" and urged the government to reconsider.



Because Ambler Road would cut through federal land, it required a right of way permit from the Interior Department. The Trump administration approved the permit in 2020, citing the potential for the road to provide 
access to significant copper and cobalt deposits
.



After Mr. Biden was elected, Interior secretary Deb Haaland ordered a new analysis, saying the road's environmental impact had not been adequately studied. In October, her agency issued a draft review that found "significant deficiencies" in the Trump-era study.



For example, the new review identified 
66 communities that could be impacted
 by the road, compared with 27 identified by the Trump administration. The review found that many of those communities depend on local caribou and fish and that an industrial road would harm the migration and survival rates of caribou that are already threatened by climate change.



It also found that building the road could speed the thawing of the permafrost, ground that has been frozen in some cases for hundreds or thousands of years. When permafrost melts, ground can become unstable, causing rockslides, floods and damage to Indigenous communities. Melting permafrost can also release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, contributing to global warming.



"The ice-rich soils in the proposed corridors would warm and potentially thaw with or without construction," the review found. "However, with construction, the site-specific area soils are anticipated to experience amplified or accelerated thawing," the agency wrote.



Without the road, the copper deposits are likely to remain untouched. The decision drew an angry backlash from Alaska's two U.S. senators, both Republican, and its sole member of the House, Mary Peltola, a Democrat, all of whom support the road.



In a post on X, Ms. Peltola wrote, "Alaska has a wealth of natural resources that can be responsibly developed to help boost domestic manufacturing and innovation, but we need to be able to access those deposits."



Alaska leaders argue the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980 guaranteed a right of way across federal lands for the proposed Ambler Road.



The Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority, the state's development bank, filed for federal permits to build the road in 2015 and has approved about $44.8 million toward the project. Ambler Metals has described the road as an "urgent" necessity to provide domestic minerals for national security and clean energy to address climate change.



It has estimated that the road and an associated mine would create more than 3,900 jobs in an area of high unemployment, while generating more than $300 million in annual wages, adding revenue to state and local coffers.



Tribes and environmental groups have questioned those assumptions as overly optimistic and said there are larger reserves in parts of the country that are less ecologically sensitive.
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As Lahaina Burned, Fire Crews Waited an Hour for Equipment



A new analysis of the August inferno on the island of Maui in Hawaii described heroic efforts by firefighters. But it also found many ways the town could have been better prepared.




A neighborhood in Lahaina burned by the deadly wildfire in August.




By Mike Baker


Apr 17, 2024


There were warnings of high wildfire danger in the days before a deadly blaze overtook the town of Lahaina in Hawaii last year, but the Maui Fire Department did little to get crews set in areas at risk and then struggled to launch firefighting vehicles once the blaze began consuming the town, according to an analysis of the wildfire released on Tuesday.



Some of the crews called up for duty reported that there were delays of up to an hour during the frantic effort to deploy them to the fire lines as workers struggled to gather equipment for their vehicles.



The after-action report, which looked back on the Maui County Fire Department's response to a disaster that 
left 101 people dead
, highlighted the decision to pursue "minimal upstaffing and prepositioning of resources" in the days before the fire despite the dire weather alerts.



The National Weather Service had issued a red-flag warning about the likelihood of high winds that could stoke a fire across the island's dry grasslands. But firefighters and officials apparently found no reason to believe that the risk would be any greater than on other windy and dry days, according to the report.



The department did add some extra staffing on the morning of the fire -- but even the added crews were not enough to handle a blaze that swept with astonishing speed through the heart of the town, leaving firefighters struggling to maintain adequate water supplies and lines of communication.



The 
Western Fire Chiefs Association
, which conducted the investigation, recommended that the department use new technology that can monitor for areas of potential fire danger, and position firefighters and equipment in areas most at risk.



The report described heroic efforts by firefighters, some of whom used their own vehicles or carried victims on their backs while trying to overcome extreme winds, 
blocked evacuation routes
 and a 
water system that was collapsing
. But there were dozens of areas where there was room for improvement, it noted in a series of recommendations to the state and county.



The Maui fire chief, Brad Ventura, said he was proud of the department's response but believed there was always room for improvement. He noted that crews rescued hundreds of people and that some firefighters battled the blaze while knowing that their own homes were burning down.



"There were firefighters who rescued people and kept them within their apparatus for several hours while they continued to evacuate others, get them to safety and fight the fire at the same time," Mr. Ventura said.



On the morning of the fire on Aug. 8, winds roaring down the slopes of West Maui helped ignite a morning fire in Lahaina that drew a quick response from firefighters, who were able to contain that blaze. They spent hours at the site but, seeing no signs of fire or smoke, 
departed in the afternoon to head back to the fire station
 -- minutes before fire was again reported in the same area.



Mr. Ventura said the crew had stayed at the scene of the morning fire for five hours -- longer than normal for a brush fire. "They are basically forced to make decisions every single day with the best information that they have available," he said.



The fire in the afternoon quickly began spreading and soon jumped down the hillside into more residential areas. The after-action report said that at 3:26 p.m., the department directed emergency dispatchers to begin evacuations.



Records show that it was 
not until 4:16 p.m. that the county sent an emergency cellphone alert
, and many residents reported having received no warning until they saw the fire looming near their homes. The report did not explore the reasons for that delay.



With the blaze spreading, off-duty crews were called in. But because relief vehicles are not always fully equipped, the report said, there were delays of up to an hour as staff members worked to get the vehicles properly outfitted.



"During the peak of the August wildfires, off-duty staff were available, but insufficient vehicles hindered full deployment," the report found. It recommended spending money on standardized equipment to prevent such delays.



It also found problems with emergency communications. Cellphones were inoperable as a result of burned fiber optic lines and loss of power, it said, and radio communications were also problematic: They worked, thanks to a repeater on the nearby island of Lanai, but the radio frequencies were overloaded, the report said.



In all, the investigators made more than 100 recommendations for improvements in training, technology, equipment and other areas. They called for the state to develop a statewide mutual aid plan so that fire departments elsewhere could more seamlessly respond to a disaster. And they advised the county to consider creating a crew to clear vegetation in areas where wildfires could spread.



Hawaiian Electric and the county, the report said, should consider relocating power lines and polls, perhaps placing them underground, to prevent downed wires from blocking escape routes.



The report was the latest in a series of reviews and investigations related to the fire. A report from the state attorney general's office is set to be released Wednesday.
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Prosecutions of Fake Electors for Trump Gain Ground in Swing States



Georgia, Michigan and Nevada have already brought charges against people who posed as electors for Donald Trump, and Arizona and Wisconsin have active investigations.




Jenna Ellis, center, pleaded guilty in October to one felony count of aiding and abetting false statements and writings over the part she played in trying to overturn Donald Trump's electoral defeat in Georgia in 2020.




By Danny Hakim


Apr 17, 2024


The chairman of the Nevada Republican Party 
has been indicted
. So has the 
former chairman
 of the Georgia G.O.P. In Michigan, a 
former co-chairwoman
 of the state party is facing charges.



As Donald J. Trump goes on trial in the New York criminal case, other investigations and prosecutions in five crucial swing states are continuing to scrutinize the steps that he and his allies took in trying to circumvent the will of voters after the 2020 election.



The investigations focus largely on the plan to deploy fake electors in states that Mr. Trump lost. Documents emerging from the state cases highlight divisions among Trump advisers after the 2020 election about whether to use hedging language in the phony certificates that they sent to Washington purporting to designate electoral votes for Mr. Trump. They also undercut claims by some Trump aides that they played little role in the fake-electors plan.



Georgia, Michigan and Nevada have already brought charges against a total of 25 fake electors, including current and former Republican Party leaders in those states. The Georgia case, led by Fani T. Willis, the district attorney of Fulton County, has gone further, bringing charges against Mr. Trump himself and a number of his advisers.




Michael McDonald, the chairman of the Nevada Republican Party, is among those who have been indicted.




Investigations are also playing out in Wisconsin as well as in Arizona, where the state attorney general, Kris Mayes, is expected to bring charges soon. Grand jury subpoenas were recently issued to the people who acted as fake electors in Arizona, including Kelli Ward, a former state Republican chairwoman. Mike Roman, a former Trump campaign official who is already facing charges in Georgia, is also among 
those subpoenaed
 in the Arizona case.



There are so many state investigations going on that "they all kind of run together," said Manny Arora, a lawyer for Kenneth Chesebro, an architect of the fake-electors plan who has emerged as a key witness in the investigations.



"Most of the jurisdictions are keeping it local and leaving the big stuff to the feds," Mr. Arora said, adding that he did not expect most of the state cases to "be quite as sweeping as Georgia."



Evidence has also emerged from state civil suits brought on behalf of 
legitimate
 
2020 electors
 for Mr. Biden, and from the federal case brought by Jack Smith, the special counsel prosecuting Mr. Trump.



The state-level inquiries are being led by Democrats, with one exception. Pete Skandalakis, a Republican who leads a 
nonpartisan state agency
 in Georgia, said last week that 
he would investigate
 Lt. Gov. Burt Jones over his role as a fake elector. Ms. Willis was 
disqualified
 from investigating Mr. Jones because she had hosted a fund-raiser for one of Mr. Jones's political opponents.



Whether any of the cases will significantly affect Mr. Trump's 2024 campaign is unclear. The former president's most immediate legal challenge is the criminal trial that began this week in Manhattan, focusing on hush-money payments made to a pornographic film star, Stormy Daniels.



In the election interference cases, lawyers for Mr. Trump and other defendants have generally not disputed the evidence, choosing instead to challenge the investigations on free speech, immunity or procedural grounds.



But Mr. Trump's legal team continues to fall under scrutiny as well. One of his top lawyers, Boris Epshteyn, was closely involved in the fake-electors effort, his emails and texts show. ("Does VP have ultimate authority on which slate of electors should be chosen?" Mr. Epshteyn texted to Mr. Chesebro on Dec. 12, 2020, as the plan was germinating.)



Mr. Trump has depicted himself as the victim of a wide-ranging conspiracy, and has made his legal travails a focus of his campaign. During Easter, he 
circulated a story
 likening his legal challenges to the trials of Jesus.



Many of those who tried to keep Mr. Trump in power after the 2020 election remain defiant. Anthony Kern, a state lawmaker in Arizona who served as a fake elector there, 
said late last year
 that "there's no such thing as fake electors."



Others have expressed contrition. Jenna Ellis, a lawyer who worked for the Trump campaign, 
tearfully apologized
 last October when she pleaded guilty to a felony in Atlanta, telling a judge that she looked back "on this experience with deep remorse."



A few weeks later, in Michigan, a fake Trump elector and former state trooper named James Renner told state investigators that he came to regret his actions in 2020 after learning more about what happened.



"I felt that I had been walked into a situation that I shouldn't have ever been involved in," he said in an interview with investigators from the Michigan attorney general's office, according to a transcript 
obtained by The New York Times
. Charges against Mr. Renner were dropped and he agreed to cooperate.



Mr. Chesebro, who pleaded guilty to a felony last year in Georgia, later told investigators in Michigan that he had been misled by the Trump campaign and had not known that it was "trying to create chaos in state legislatures."




Lawyer Kenneth Chesebro is sworn in during a plea deal hearing at the Fulton County Courthouse in Atlanta in October.




He said he had been financially devastated by legal fees.



"It's been a real, a lesson in not working with people that you don't know and you're not sure you can trust," Mr. Chesebro told the Michigan investigators, according to a recording of his interview with them that has been reported previously by CNN. "I ended up losing. I had a wonderful apartment in New York City I had to sell for a $2 million loss, and lost almost all my net worth because of the attorney bill."



In December, Andrew Hitt, who was head of the Wisconsin Republican Party during the 2020 election, told a 
local ABC affiliate
 that he and other fake electors "were tricked" by the Trump campaign and thought they were only acting as a contingency, in case litigation succeeded.



Those Wisconsin fake electors agreed in a recent civil settlement that the document they signed was "used as part of an attempt to improperly overturn the 2020 presidential election results" and they said they would cooperate with the Justice Department.



Wisconsin officials have yet to confirm publicly that they are investigating fake electors. But Mr. Chesebro was interviewed on the subject last year by the office of Josh Kaul, the state attorney general, according to Mr. Arora.



None of the cases are likely to be resolved before the November election. A trial in Nevada, where 
charges were brought in December
, has been delayed until next year. In Michigan, the case is still in the pretrial hearing phase.



Ms. Willis was the first to start an investigation, charging 19 people in August in a wide-ranging racketeering case. But she has been slowed by the scope of her case, and by a recent attempt by the defense to have her disqualified because of her romantic relationship with a lawyer she hired to oversee the case.




Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis is leading the case in Georgia.




Mr. Chesebro's communications continue to surface. In the aftermath of the 2020 election, he believed there was "voluminous evidence in multiple states of a rigged election," as he said in one email, but he had trouble persuading some whose support he sought that any such evidence existed. He sent anonymous direct messages to James Widgerson, then editor of a conservative Wisconsin website, to tell him about an election fraud hearing led by Senator Ron Johnson, a staunch Trump ally. Mr. Widgerson replied: "I cannot roll my eyes that far."



Mr. Chesebro did repeatedly seek to insert language into the phony Electoral College certificates that were drafted for the slates of fake electors to make clear they were only meant as a contingency, in case legal challenges to Mr. Biden's 2020 victory succeeded. Mr. Chesebro texted Mr. Roman, the Trump campaign official, and said he thought that the language "should be changed in all the states."



"I don't," Mr. Roman replied.



Mr. Chesebro added that he could help draft the language, but Mr. Roman replied with a dismissive expletive.



The contingency language was ultimately included only in Pennsylvania and New Mexico, and it appears to have headed off prosecution of the fake electors in those states. New Mexico's attorney general, Raul Torrez, a Democrat, cited the contingency language in January after declining to bring charges.



"By the time the Trump campaign contacted New Mexico's fake electors, the campaign had added conditional language to the certificate," Mr. Torrez wrote 
in a January letter
 to Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham. Because of that, he added, "there is not enough evidence" in "support of a charge of forgery."



Maggie Haberman and Richard Fausset contributed reporting.
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Trump Holds Series of Meetings With Foreign Leaders



The former president has had several private interactions with foreign heads of state and their emissaries. He plans to meet Wednesday with Poland's president.




President Andrzej Duda of Poland and former President Donald J. Trump at the White House in 2020. 




By Jonathan Swan, Maggie Haberman and Michael Crowley


Apr 16, 2024


Donald J. Trump plans to meet with the right-wing president of Poland this week, the latest in a series of his private interactions with leaders or emissaries from countries from the Persian Gulf to Eastern Europe, many of whom share an affinity with his brand of politics.



Mr. Trump is expected to have dinner in New York with Poland's president, Andrzej Duda, on Wednesday, his one day off from court this week, according to two people briefed on the arrangements who were not authorized to discuss them publicly. The meeting was 
mentioned as a possibility
 by Mr. Duda on X shortly after The New York Times approached his office for comment.



It will be a reunion for Mr. Trump and Mr. Duda, who once proposed naming a military base after Mr. Trump and who now shares power in Poland with a rival whose politics are much more aligned with those of President Biden.



Mr. Trump's other recent interactions with foreign leaders and their representatives include a phone call he had last month with King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain, which was previously undisclosed. A senior Bahraini official described it as "a social call."



The quickening tempo of this foreign outreach is in one sense unsurprising. Foreign leaders read the polls and understand that Mr. Trump could return to power.



Richard Haass, a former diplomat and the president emeritus of the Council on Foreign Relations, said there was nothing inherently wrong with such interactions. "There's nothing unusual -- or to put it positively, there's everything usual -- about foreign leaders meeting with the American equivalent of the leader of the opposition," Mr. Haass said.



Mr. Trump would cross a red line, however, with any attempt to influence the words or actions of foreign leaders -- for instance, by asking for expressions of support or that they take steps to undermine Mr. Biden's policies, he said. "Then he is carrying out a foreign policy," Mr. Haass said, adding, "This is all fine in principle. It just depends on the actual content in practice."



The meetings nevertheless carry political sensitivities. Many foreign embassies are conducting their outreach quietly, through emissaries, to avoid angering the Biden administration. And countries that have connected directly with Mr. Trump through their heads of state tend to be governments whose leaders have quarreled with Mr. Biden, or who had a relationship with Mr. Trump as president.



In late March, for example, Mr. Trump spoke by phone with the Saudi crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman. The call was arranged by Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, who was visiting with Prince Mohammed at the time, two people familiar with the call said.



As president, Mr. Trump had a warm relationship with Prince Mohammed, and deflected outrage over the 2018 murder of the Saudi dissident Jamal Khashoggi, in an operation U.S. intelligence officials assessed was conducted 
on the crown prince's orders
. Mr. Biden by contrast has condemned Prince Mohammed for the killing, although they have since established a working relationship.




President Biden and Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia have established a working relationship.




Earlier in March, Mr. Trump hosted Prime Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary at Mar-a-Lago, his private club in Florida.



Mr. Orban is a right-wing nationalist who has been at odds with Mr. Biden and other European leaders over the war in Ukraine and his efforts to crack down on the Hungarian press and judiciary. Mr. Orban has often appeared -- as Mr. Trump has -- to be sympathetic to the goals of President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia and has endorsed Mr. Trump's campaign for president. He did not meet with Mr. Biden during his U.S. visit. 



The dinner with Mr. Duda on Wednesday also fits a similar pattern. Mr. Duda represents Poland's powerful conservative nationalist party, which dominated the country for years until recently and -- in ways similar to Mr. Orban -- clamped down on the press and judiciary and feuded with the European Union.



Since national elections in 2023, Mr. Duda has shared power with a bitter political rival, Prime Minister Donald Tusk, a former senior E.U. official who casts himself in opposition to Mr. Duda and Mr. Duda's Law and Justice Party as a defender of democracy.



In March of last year, Mr. Duda and Mr. Tusk set aside their differences and paid a joint visit to Mr. Biden at the White House to show a united front against Russia's war in Ukraine. Unlike Mr. Orban, Mr. Duda is an unwavering critic of Russia's invasion.



But Mr. Duda will be rekindling close ties with Mr. Trump, who hosted the Polish president at the White House in June 2020, just four days before Mr. Duda faced a closely contested re-election vote. Some analysts 
said the meeting
 amounted to an improper endorsement of Mr. Duda, who during the visit proposed naming a planned U.S. military base in Poland "Fort Trump."



Brian Hughes, a senior adviser to the Trump campaign, said the meetings and calls from world leaders "reflect the recognition of what we already know here at home. When President Trump is sworn in as the 47th president of the United States, the world will be more secure and America will be prosperous."



Richard Fontaine, a former foreign policy adviser to Senator John McCain, agreed that Mr. Trump's meetings were not extraordinary. But he said it was unusual for a foreign leader to overtly side with the chief opponent of the U.S. president.



"What's unusual here is that heads of state generally remain studiously neutral in their outreach," Mr. Fontaine said. "In the case of Orban, at least, he has publicly thrown in with Trump."



Nothing obliges Mr. Trump to coordinate his meetings with the U.S. State Department. Spokesmen for the agency did not respond when asked whether the department has had any communication with Mr. Trump's team.



Other foreign outreach to Mr. Trump is less about defying Mr. Biden and more about building a personal relationship to put the country in a more favorable position should Mr. Trump retake the presidency.



President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine has publicly invited Mr. Trump to visit his country to see the war for himself. 



A person close to Mr. Zelensky, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters, said the Ukrainian president appreciated that the Trump administration was the first to give lethal aid to Ukraine -- something the Obama administration had not done. This person said that several people close to Mr. Trump who are ardent supporters of Ukraine have pushed a similar message to what Mr. Zelensky has said publicly.




President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine has invited Mr. Trump to visit his country to see the war for himself.




Mr. Trump has made various statements about Ukraine since the invasion that have offered little clarity about his thinking about the conflict, but he has raised concerns by saying that he would encourage Russian aggression against NATO members who fail to meet their financial commitments to the organization.



Current and former representatives of the British government have also been in touch with Mr. Trump. Finland's ambassador to the U.S., Mikko Hautala, has reached out directly to him and sought to persuade him of his country's value to NATO as a new member, according to two people familiar with the conversations. 



For U.S. officials, Mr. Trump's conversation with Prince Mohammed was much more worrisome.



Mr. Biden is negotiating a delicate security agreement with Saudi Arabia that could form part of a grander deal -- one in which Riyadh establishes formal diplomatic relations with Israel for the first time. Because such a deal could include new steps toward a Palestinian state, Biden officials see it as a critical exit ramp from the Gaza conflict.



But some officials fear that Mr. Trump, whose real-estate company has a deal with a Saudi firm for a project in Oman, could try to persuade Prince Mohammed to wait until after the November election, thus giving Mr. Trump an opportunity to preside over the deal as president.
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Johnson Pushes Ahead on Foreign Aid Bill, Teeing Up a Weekend Vote



The Republican speaker, with his job on the line, said he expected Saturday evening votes on the long-stalled package of aid to Ukraine, Israel and other American allies.




Speaker Mike Johnson expects the House to vote on a foreign aid package on Saturday night.




By Catie Edmondson


Apr 17, 2024


Speaker Mike Johnson on Wednesday told Republicans that the House would vote Saturday evening on his foreign aid package for Israel and Ukraine, pushing through resistance in his own party to advance a long-stalled national security spending package for U.S. allies.



His announcement came amid a crush of opposition from Republicans who are vehemently against sending more aid to Ukraine, and have vented for days as congressional aides race to write the legislation Mr. Johnson proposed on Monday.



The speaker, whose job is at risk as he defies his right flank on the measure, also announced that he would hold a separate vote on a border security bill "that includes the core components" of House Republicans' stringent legislation 
passed last May
 that would crack down on unlawful immigration and revive severe Trump-era border restrictions. The move was a nod to ultraconservatives who have demanded that the speaker not advance aid to Ukraine without securing sweeping concessions from Democrats on immigration policy.



The legislative package Mr. Johnson is trying to advance roughly mirrors the 
$95 billion aid bill
 the Senate passed two months ago with aid to Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and other American allies, but he has proposed breaking that package into three pieces that would be voted on individually. There would be a fourth vote on a separate measure containing other policies popular among Republicans, including conditioning Ukraine aid as a loan and a measure that could lead to a nationwide TikTok ban.



Mr. Johnson released the text of the legislative package on Wednesday afternoon.



The multipart plan has been painstakingly structured to cobble together just enough support from Democrats and mainstream Republicans to pass over the opposition of the hard right to funding for Ukraine funding and left-wing Democrats who do not support unfettered aid for Israel. If all four pieces passed the House, they would then be folded into a single bill for the Senate to take up, in an effort to ensure that senators could not cherry-pick pieces to approve or reject.



Its success will require everything to go right for Mr. Johnson this week to prevail.



Mr. Johnson has already faced a tough road since announcing his intent on Monday evening to advance the aid package, over the vociferous objections of conservatives in his conference. On Tuesday, a G.O.P. lawmaker 
announced he would join the bid
 to oust Mr. Johnson spearheaded last month by Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia.



The speaker has met with a parade of Republicans who have tried to convince him to abandon his plan in favor of more partisan proposals, such as abandoning aid for Ukraine entirely. To ensure enough lawmakers attend the votes on Saturday evening to allow for the legislative package's passage, he has had to manage the schedules of lawmakers anxious to leave Washington this weekend to attend fund-raisers and preplanned delegation trips abroad.



Mr. Johnson will also almost certainly need to 
rely on Democrats to provide the votes
 necessary to clear the way for it to come to the floor, in an unusual breaking of custom, and for the Ukraine aid itself. A number of Republicans have said they will vote to block the package from coming to the floor in protest.



"Every true conservative America First patriot in the House should vote against the rule for this borrowed foreign aid bill with no border security!" Representative Bob Good of Virginia, the chairman of the Freedom Caucus, wrote on social media.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/us/politics/johnson-ukraine-israel-aid-house.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




news analysis



Johnson Needs Democrats on Ukraine, Handing Them Power to Shape Aid Plan



The Republican speaker's elaborate strategy for passing a foreign aid package over his party's objections will require the cooperation of Democrats to pass it -- and possibly save his job.




Representative Hakeem Jeffries, the Democratic minority leader, told his caucus on Tuesday that he would not be willing to support any package that included less than the $9 billion in humanitarian aid that was part of a bill passed by the Senate.




By Annie Karni


Apr 17, 2024


Speaker Mike Johnson's elaborate plan for pushing aid to Ukraine through the House over his own party's objections relies on an unusual strategy: He is counting on House Democrats and their leader, Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, to provide the votes necessary to clear the way for it to come to the floor.



If Democrats were to provide those crucial votes, it would mark the second time in two years that Republican leaders have had to turn to the minority party to rescue them from their own recalcitrant right-wing colleagues in order to allow major legislation to be debated and voted on.



Given Republicans' tiny margin of control, Mr. Johnson will need their support on the aid itself. But before he even gets to that, he will need their votes on a procedural motion, known as a rule, to even bring the legislation to the floor -- an unconventional expectation of the minority party.



That puts Democrats once again in a strange but strong position, wielding substantial influence over the measure, including which proposed changes, if any, are allowed to to be voted on and how the foreign aid is structured. After all, Mr. Johnson knows that if they are unsatisfied and choose to withhold their votes, the legislation risks imploding before it even comes up.



The dynamic also increases the likelihood that Mr. Johnson will need Democrats again -- to save his precarious speakership, now under threat from two members of his party, Representatives Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia and Thomas Massie of Kentucky. They are enraged at his strategy for sending aid to Ukraine and every day appear to be edging closer to calling a vote to oust him from his post.



"We're steering toward everything Chuck Schumer wants," Mr. Massie said on Tuesday, referring to the Democratic Senate majority leader. (Without Democratic help, Mr. Johnson can afford to lose two Republicans, if all members are present and voting, meaning the legislation to send aid to Ukraine would be dead far before arrival.)




Representatives Thomas Massie and Marjorie Taylor Greene are enraged at Speaker Mike Johnson's strategy for sending aid to Ukraine and every day appear to be edging closer to calling a vote to oust him from his post.




Republican leaders have yet to release the text of any of the four bills that together will make up the aid package for aid to Israel, Ukraine and other American allies. And there are plenty of opportunities for the bipartisan coalition of support that would be needed to push it through the House to be derailed.



But Democrats have begun laying out their terms.



Mr. Jeffries told his caucus on Tuesday during a closed-door meeting that he would not be willing to support any package that included less than the $9 billion in humanitarian aid that was part of the national security bill passed by the Senate.



House Republicans previously 
pushed through an aid bill for Israel that omitted humanitarian aid for Gaza
, and some have recently suggested that any further aid for Ukraine should be restricted to military funding. But Mr. Jeffries called preserving humanitarian aid a "red line" for Democrats, according to a person familiar with his private remarks who described them on the condition of anonymity.



"We need $9 billion in humanitarian aid," said Representative Rosa DeLauro, Democrat of Connecticut. "That's what is required to deal with Ukraine, Sudan, Somalia, Haiti and Gaza."



Representative Tom Cole, Republican of Oklahoma and the new chairman of the Appropriations Committee, said Tuesday he expected the humanitarian aid to be included in the bill.



Democrats also said they were concerned about the possibility that Republicans might insist on attaching amendments to the legislation that they consider "poison pills," items that would make it impossible for them to support. Those would include any attempt to tack on their hard-line immigration and border security bill that would revive some of the most severe policies of the Trump administration.




Speaker Mike Johnson has to thread a needle between mollifying conservative Republicans while not bending so much that he loses the support of Democrats. 




Representative Chip Roy, a hard-right Republican from Texas, for one, has vented about the lack of border security measures in the foreign aid package.



For more than two decades, the "rule," a bit of congressional arcana that few who work outside of Capitol Hill ever pay attention to, was treated as a foregone conclusion and a straight party-line vote. Even if lawmakers planned to break with the party on a bill, they would stay in line on the rule to bring it up, voting "yes" if they were in the majority and "no" for the minority.



But 
that quaint tradition has fallen by the wayside during this Congress
, as rebellious House Republicans have routinely tanked rule votes to exert their leverage and win concessions in a slim majority where they hold outsize power.



"It's the only tool they have in the toolbox," said Representative Tim Burchett, Republican of Tennessee. "It's legal; it's in the rules."




Representatives Matt Gaetz and Chip Roy are not supportive of Mr. Johnson's move on foreign aid. 




When the procedural resistance of the hard right has threatened to scuttle legislation that Democrats consider existential -- a bill to defuse the threat of catastrophic debt default, for one, or one to arm a democratic ally facing an invading dictator -- they, too, have shown a willingness to break with convention on the rule.



Last year, 52 Democrats voted in favor of the rule to bring up the debt ceiling bill negotiated by the speaker at the time, Kevin McCarthy, and President Biden, helping the hamstrung G.O.P. leader push through the measure. In the end, 29 Republicans voted against the rule.



Far-right Republicans have been enraged by the results. After Mr. McCarthy struck the debt deal, Representative Matt Gaetz, Republican of Florida, said, "We're going to force him into a monogamous relationship with one or the other," referring to his cohort of right-wing Republicans or Democrats. "What we're not going to do is hang out with him for five months and then watch him go jump in the back seat with Hakeem Jeffries and sell the nation out."



Ultimately, Mr. McCarthy ended up in a relationship with no one; Democrats did not vote to save him when Mr. Gaetz called a snap vote to oust him and was joined by seven Republicans in voting for him to go.



Mr. Johnson is also walking a delicate line. He has to tend to the politics of his own fractured conference without alienating the Democrats whom he will need to pass the security package -- and, potentially, to save his job.



In an interview on Tuesday morning with Fox News, Mr. Johnson accused Democrats of turning their backs on Israel and of "appeasing the pro-Hamas wing of their party."



For now, Democrats are willing to overlook such statements and appear to be leaning toward doing what they think is right: supporting Mr. Johnson's Ukraine aid play, and the speaker himself. While they have yet to see the plan and are reserving judgment on it, many said they would like to find a way to make it work.



"I'm more optimistic than I have been before," Representative Hillary Scholten, Democrat of Michigan, said of the House actually moving ahead with aid to Ukraine.



Representative Jared Moskowitz, Democrat of Florida, said: "If what the speaker is bringing is the Senate bill chopped up -- just procedurally different but policy-wise the same -- I can't see why we would get in the way of that."



They are also aware that their backing, in and of itself, is a political liability for Mr. Johnson.



"There are enough who would support him if he wants it," Representative Dan Goldman of New York said of his Democratic colleagues. But of the G.O.P. he said: "There are probably more people who would be upset if Democrats helped keep him as speaker than there are people in the Republican Party who want him to leave."



For Mr. Johnson, he added, "there's no good option."
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Biden, Competing With Trump to Be Tough on China, Calls for Steel Tariffs



Speaking to the United Steelworkers union in Pittsburgh, the president urged major increases to some tariffs on steel and aluminum products from China.




President Biden speaking on Wednesday in Pittsburgh, where he continued a three-day swing through Pennsylvania. 




By Nicholas Nehamas and Jim Tankersley


Apr 17, 2024


President Biden on Wednesday called for major increases to some tariffs on steel and aluminum products from China, speaking to members of a national steelworkers union in Pittsburgh as he vies with former President Donald J. Trump for votes in Northern industrial states.



"These are strategic and targeted actions that are going to protect American workers and ensure fair competition," Mr. Biden told a crowd of about 100 union members at the United Steelworkers, which 
endorsed him
 last month. "Meanwhile, my predecessor and the MAGA Republicans want across-the-board tariffs on all imports, from all countries, that could badly hurt American consumers."



The Biden administration has argued that a flood of low-cost exports from China is undermining American-made products -- jeopardizing Mr. Biden's push to expand U.S. manufacturing, a central focus of his economic agenda.



In his speech, Mr. Biden said he would ask the U.S. trade representative, Katherine Tai, to increase tariffs to what White House officials said would be 25 percent on certain Chinese products that now face tariffs of 7.5 percent, or none at all, pending the outcome of an administration review of the China tariffs initially imposed under Mr. Trump.



"I want fair competition with China, not conflict," Mr. Biden said, flanked by supporters and signs that read, "President Joe Biden: Standing With Workers." "And we're in a stronger competition to win the economic competition of the 21st century with China or anyone else because we're investing in America, and American workers, again."



The move is another effort by Mr. Biden to put up new barriers to trade with China in some industries -- and to compete with Mr. Trump in a "tough on China" context with swing voters. A day earlier, Mr. Biden began a three-day swing through Pennsylvania, a crucial battleground state, by giving a speech in Scranton in which he focused on the tax code but 
repeatedly attacked Mr. Trump
 and accused him of favoring billionaires over the working class.



Mr. Biden's plans on Chinese trade are more targeted than Mr. Trump's, though. The former president has called for sweeping and steep new tariffs on imports from China and elsewhere, in a potential effort to fracture trade lines between the countries. Mr. Biden's administration is reviewing existing tariffs and is expected to propose raising some rates on Chinese products while reducing others.



At a morning stop for breakfast on his way to Pittsburgh from Scranton, Mr. Biden was asked by reporters if he was worried about a trade war with China. "No trade war," he replied.



Before Mr. Biden's remarks, Ms. Tai announced that her office had begun an investigation into China's aggressive support for shipbuilders and other related industries, in response to a union complaint.



"The American commercial shipbuilding industry is a shell of its former self," the unions wrote in a filing with the trade representative. They added, "The biggest obstacle to the industry's recovery is the unfair trade practices of the world's largest shipbuilding nation: China."



In the complaint
, the unions cite "hundreds of billions" of dollars in Chinese government support for the shipbuilding industry. Those include supplying steel from government-owned companies at below-market rates, along with a variety of efforts to steer low-cost loans and other financing to shipbuilders from state-run companies. Ms. Tai called the allegations "serious and concerning."



The moves threaten to deepen a trade dispute with Beijing, which has criticized Mr. Biden for his own efforts to subsidize American manufacturing -- including tax credits in the Inflation Reduction Act that are meant to increase production of solar panels, electric vehicles and other technologies aimed at reducing fossil fuel emissions.



China's Commerce Ministry sharply criticized the investigation in a release, saying it was "filled with a large number of false accusations, misinterpreting normal trade and investment activities as harming U.S. national security and corporate interests, and blaming China for its own industrial problems."



In his speech, Mr. Biden also reaffirmed his support for the steelworkers union in a dispute over the proposed sale of the Pittsburgh-based U.S. Steel, a famed manufacturer, to Nippon Steel of Japan.



Nippon officials have vowed to invest billions in American manufacturing facilities, to keep U.S. Steel's headquarters in Pittsburgh and to honor existing labor contracts. But the attempted purchase has drawn fire from the union and a bipartisan group of senators, largely from industrial states, who say it could compromise national security.



Mr. Biden 
has signaled opposition to the deal
, which his administration is scrutinizing on security and antitrust grounds. He has said repeatedly that he will stand with steelworkers in the dispute over the sale, though administration officials have not specified exactly what that means in policy terms. In Pittsburgh, the president appeared to promise a worker that he would not allow the company to leave the United States -- a move that no one is discussing currently.



"Let's keep U.S. Steel in America," one woman told Mr. Biden as he met with steelworkers before his speech.



"Guaranteed," the president replied to cheers and applause.



David McCall, the international president of the steelworkers union, praised Mr. Biden before his speech.



"President Biden promised U.S.W. members that he had our backs," Mr. McCall said. "And it's clear he does."



Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump are fighting for working-class votes in industrial swing states like Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin. Earlier on Wednesday, the Biden campaign 
released an ad
 featuring a steelworker promoting Mr. Biden's economic record and attacking Mr. Trump.



This week, Mr. Trump's case over falsified business records 
began in Manhattan
, the first of the four criminal cases he faces to go to trial. Mr. Biden generally refrains from commenting directly on the trial. But his tour of Pennsylvania is meant to provide voters with a contrast to Mr. Trump's legal troubles.



In his speech in Pittsburgh, Mr. Biden did take a veiled swipe at Mr. Trump, referring to him as "my predecessor, who's busy right now."



The crowd laughed, seeming to get the joke about Mr. Trump's whereabouts, although the former president does not actually have to appear in court on Wednesdays.



Alexandra Stevenson
 contributed reporting.
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What to Know About the Turmoil at Colleges Over the Israel-Hamas War



On campus, the debate over free speech and antisemitism has only become more charged.




A pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Michigan in February. 




By Anemona Hartocollis and Colbi Edmonds


Apr 17, 2024


As the Israel-Hamas war has escalated, many universities have been caught in an often vitriolic debate over how to handle pro-Palestinian student protests.



Many Jewish students and alumni have been alarmed, saying that the demonstrations can veer into antisemitism. Supporters of academic freedom and students and faculty critical of Israel's policy toward Palestinians have responded that the real goal is to suppress their political views.



The Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights 
has opened
 dozens of investigations into allegations of antisemitism at colleges and K-12 schools, a dramatic increase from previous years. The Republican-led House Committee on Education and the Workforce has also started investigations into a half-dozen schools and has held hearings, one of which helped lead to the resignations of the presidents of Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania.



On Wednesday, the committee will hear testimony from the president and board members of another school engulfed in protests: Columbia.



Here's what to know about how these issues are playing out on campuses.



How the conflict began.



The weekend after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack in Israel, a student coalition at Harvard, calling itself the Harvard Palestine Solidarity Groups, issued a public letter holding "the Israeli regime entirely responsible for all the unfolding violence."



Despite an outcry over the letter from alumni and donors, Harvard's new president, Claudine Gay, did not initially forcefully condemn the Hamas attack, leading to 
complaints
 that the university was letting the students' letter fill the vacuum and appear to represent the university's view.



At Penn, the debate over campus antisemitism started before the Hamas attacks, as some high-profile donors and alumni asked the administration to cancel or strongly condemn a Palestinian writers conference, which was being held on campus.



Penn's president at the time, M. Elizabeth Magill, refused, citing free speech, while acknowledging that some of the speakers had a history of making remarks viewed as antisemitic.



After the Hamas attack, the anger from some Penn alumni grew. Critics faulted the university for not reaching out early to its Jewish students or alumni with an official statement condemning the attack. And the institutional responses fortified the sense of some alumni that the university was not sensitive to what they saw as a rising tide of antisemitism. Many declared they would withhold their donations. Some 
called
 for new leadership.



But for others watching the conflict, the campaign was unsettling. Critics, especially among the faculty, accused the alumni of censoring views and inappropriately intervening in academic affairs, where, they said, they had no business.



The war in Gaza divides campuses.



As the Israel-Hamas conflict escalated, so did the campus conflicts.



A
t
 
Columbia University
, hundreds participated in competing pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian demonstrations in October that led school administrators to close the campus to the public. Its faculty traded open letters, which were often barbed.



At Harvard, students associated with the anti-Israel letter following the Hamas attack were 
doxxed
.



At Northwestern University, students at a rally accused the university president, Michael H. Schill, of being complicit in the killing of Palestinians in Gaza. At 
George Washington University
, students projected slogans like "Glory to our martyrs" on a building wall.



And at Brown University, 20 students were arrested in November after holding a sit-in where they pushed for a cease-fire and a divestment from weapons manufacturers. Students 
were also arrested
 at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Michigan.



Hillel, a Jewish campus group, and the Council on American-Islamic Relations, an Arab and Muslim civil rights group, both recorded a rising number of bias incidents on campus.



A congressional hearing leads to outrage.



Nothing heightened the debate more than the Dec. 5 
congressional hearing
 with the presidents of Harvard, M.I.T. and Penn. The presidents, asked whether students would be sanctioned if they called for genocide against Jews, infamously said it would depend on the context.



Their legalistic and dispassionate responses sparked an uproar and widespread condemnation. Dr. Gay and Ms. Magill never recovered from their testimony and resigned under pressure.



How are schools addressing the protests?



There are signs that some colleges have started 
cracking down on pro-Palestinian protests
 and events, despite possible free-speech concerns.



Students for Justice in Palestine, the most prominent pro-Palestinian campus group, has been suspended from at least four universities, including Columbia, Brandeis, George Washington and Rutgers.



Vanderbilt recently 
expelled
 three students for the takeover of an administration building.



The University of Southern California said on Monday that it had canceled plans for a graduation speech by this year's valedictorian, Asna Tabassum, who is Muslim. The school cited security concerns, but Muslim civil rights groups have denounced the decision as censorship.



And after a student protest interrupted a school ceremony for high-achieving students, officials at the University of Michigan put forward a 
proposal
 that would ban activities that disrupt "celebrations, activities and operations of the university." Michigan's president, Santa J. Ono, said the demonstration was "unacceptable."



In a statement, the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan 
expressed
 concern over the proposal and other actions that it said had "censored, suppressed, and punished student speech and advocacy relating to the ongoing crisis in Palestine and Israel."
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Justice Dept. Nears Settlement Over F.B.I.'s Failure to Investigate Larry Nassar



The deal, which could be announced in coming weeks, would bring an end to one of the last major cases stemming from a horrific sports scandal.




Aly Raisman, Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney and Maggie Nichols, former members of the U.S.A. Gymnastics team, described at a Senate hearing in 2021 how the F.B.I. had turned a blind eye to Lawrence G. Nassar's abuse.




By Juliet Macur and Glenn Thrush


Apr 17, 2024


The Justice Department is nearing a $100 million settlement over its initial failure to investigate Lawrence G. Nassar, the former U.S.A. Gymnastics team doctor convicted of sexually abusing girls under his care, according to people familiar with the situation.



The deal, which could be announced in coming weeks, would bring an end to one of the last major cases stemming from a horrific sports scandal, with around 100 victims in line to receive compensation.



The approach of a settlement comes two and a half years after senior F.B.I. officials publicly admitted that agents had failed to take quick action when U.S. national team athletes complained about Mr. Nassar to the bureau's Indianapolis field office in 2015, when Mr. Nassar was a respected physician known for working with Olympians and college athletes. He has been accused of abusing more than 150 women and girls over the years.



The broad outline of the deal is in place, but it has not yet been completed, according to several people with knowledge of the talks, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss continuing negotiations.



The details of the settlement deal were reported earlier by The Wall Street Journal
.



It would be the latest in a series of big payouts that reflect the inability of institutions to protect hundreds of athletes -- including the Olympic gold medalists Simone Biles, McKayla Maroney and Aly Raisman -- from a doctor who justified his serial sexual abuse by claiming he was using unconventional treatments.



In 2018, Michigan State University, which employed Mr. Nassar, paid 
more than $500 million
 into a victim compensation fund, believed to be the largest settlement by a university in a sexual abuse case. Three years later, U.S.A. Gymnastics and the United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee reached a 
$380 million settlement
.



Many of the girls and women abused by Mr. Nassar have battled mental health issues, including anxiety, depression and post-traumatic stress disorder, and some have attempted suicide because of the abuse, which Mr. Nassar perpetrated under the guise of medical treatment.



A 2021 report
 by the Justice Department's inspector general 
found that senior F.B.I. officials in the Indianapolis field office
 failed to respond to the allegations "with the utmost seriousness and urgency that they deserved and required" and that the investigation did not proceed until after the news media detailed Mr. Nassar's abuse.



F.B.I. officials in the office also "made numerous and fundamental errors when they did respond" to the allegations and failed to notify state or local authorities of the allegations or take other steps to address the threat posed by Mr. Nassar, the inspector general's report said.



In heart-wrenching testimony
 two months later, former members of the national gymnastics team described how the F.B.I. had turned a blind eye to Mr. Nassar's abuse as the investigation stalled and children suffered. Some, including Ms. Raisman, said that agents 
moved slowly
 to investigate even after they presented the bureau with graphic evidence of his actions.



The revelations prompted an extraordinary apology from the F.B.I. director, Christopher A. Wray, who did not oversee the bureau when the investigation began. "I am sorry that so many people let you down over and over again, and I am especially sorry that there were people at the F.B.I. who had their own chance to stop this monster back in 2015," he said.



"It never should have happened, and we are doing everything in our power to make sure it never happens again," he added.



The impending settlement is one of several that the Justice Department has reached over the past decade.



The others have involved victims of mass shootings. Families of 26 people killed in a 
2017 shooting at a church in Texas
 received $144.5 million. The 
mass shooting in Parkland, Fla.
, resulted in the Justice Department paying families $127.5 million.



Mr. Nassar is serving a 60-year sentence in federal prison in Florida, where he 
was stabbed multiple times by an inmate in July
. He suffered a collapsed lung but survived his injuries.
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Arizona Legislature Expects New Efforts to Repeal 1864 Abortion Ban



The state has been in turmoil since its Supreme Court upheld a near-total abortion ban dating back to the Civil War.




Supporters and critics of the 1864 abortion ban are planning dueling protests at the Arizona Capitol on Wednesday.




By Elizabeth Dias


Apr 17, 2024


Arizona lawmakers are preparing for a renewed attempt on Wednesday to repeal the state's 1864 abortion ban, which was upheld by the State Supreme Court last week in a ruling that exacerbated all the personal emotions and political firestorms surrounding abortion in a battleground state.



The court last Tuesday upheld the Civil War-era law, which bans nearly all abortions. The ruling infuriated supporters of abortion rights and presented a grave political threat to Republicans, who narrowly control both houses of the State Legislature.



Democrats' immediate attempts to repeal the ban 
failed
 last week. A Republican member of the House had sided with Democrats and put forward a measure to repeal it, but G.O.P. leadership adjourned, delaying any action for a week since the Legislature currently meets only on Wednesdays.



As a second attempt at repeal looms, both parties are scrambling to count votes and game out legislative strategies to determine whether Democrats have found enough Republican support to strike down the law.



Former President Donald J. Trump last week 
called
 on legislators to "act immediately to remedy what has happened," as Democrats slammed the ban as another sign of Republican extremism in a pivotal state in this fall's election. The ban allows only an exception to save the life of the mother. Doctors prosecuted under the law could face fines and prison terms of two to five years.



Democrats likely need only two or three Republicans to vote with them to repeal the law. Activists and lobbyists have jockeyed behind the scenes to sway -- or hold -- the handful of Republican lawmakers whose actions could determine the law's fate. A variety of procedural elements could also disrupt a repeal's chance of advancing. If the House is able to pass a repeal, it is expected to head to the Senate later on Wednesday.



Democrats gained a new House member on Tuesday, when Junelle Cavero was unanimously appointed by the Board of Supervisors in Maricopa County, which includes Phoenix, to fill a vacancy for a Democrat who resigned in April. She is expected to be sworn in early on Wednesday, in time for the repeal fight on the floor. Accounting for her vote, Republicans will control the House 31 to 29.



The court decision and subsequent backlash has exposed divisions among Arizona Republicans over their support for abortion restrictions. And it has highlighted how abortion has become a political vulnerability for Republicans since 
the U.S. Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade
 in 2022, even in traditionally conservative states. Several Republican legislators recently signaled that they might support Democrats to repeal the law.



The Center for Arizona Policy, an influential anti-abortion group, along with a coalition of like-minded local and national groups, has been pushing Republicans to keep the law in place. Cathi Herrod, the group's president, urged Republicans to maintain their staunch anti-abortion principles from before Roe fell, even as the political foundations have greatly shifted.



Supporters and critics of the 1864 ban are planning dueling protests at the Capitol on Wednesday as the Legislature meets.



Kim Miller, who is the founder of Arizona Women for Action and supports the 1864 abortion ban, emailed her group's list on Tuesday, urging supporters to peacefully attend the floor sessions.



"Our state Capitol has been unhinged over what to do," she wrote in the newsletter. "We have a powerful enemy, so the most powerful call to action is humility, prayer and discernment."



Abortion rights supporters are expected to speak after the House session starts and before the Senate meets. Dawn Penich, a spokeswoman for Arizona for Abortion Access, the coalition organizing a ballot measure that would enshrine abortion rights in the state Constitution, called on lawmakers to repeal the ban.



"Every day they don't proves what we've been saying all along, that the only way Arizonans can trust their rights are secure," is through the ballot measure, she said. "The only way to secure our freedoms is to take this decision away from politicians and let patients, their providers and families decide for themselves."



Jack Healy
 contributed reporting.
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A Cyberattack Could Make N.Y. State's Late Budget Even Later



Days after lawmakers in Albany reached agreement on the framework of a $237 billion state budget, a digital security breach threatened to delay proceedings.




The cyberattack was directed at the New York State Bill Drafting Commission, which takes on an outsize role in the days before the state budget is passed.




By Grace Ashford and Claire Fahy


Apr 17, 2024


First it was an earthquake, then an eclipse. What else could throw a wrench into the works of New York's budget process?



A cyberattack.



The early-morning attack affected the New York State Bill Drafting Commission, a little-known legislative agency responsible for writing and printing bills -- temporarily disabling a critical system as the Legislature and the governor move closer to a full agreement on the state budget, now 16 days late.



Gov. Kathy Hochul said that the attack was expected to slow down the process on the legislative side, adding that it would force the state to dust off computer systems from the early '90s.



"We have to go back to the more antiquated system we had in place from 1994," Ms. Hochul said in an interview with Brian Lehrer on WNYC. She said it was too soon to determine whether the attack had been politically motivated, adding that the state's cybersecurity team was scrutinizing it.



But representatives for the State Legislature seemed less concerned that the attack would be disruptive, stressing that staff were continuing to work regularly with both houses even as they sought to resolve the issue.



"Nothing is delayed," said Mike Whyland, a spokesman for the Democratic majority in the State Assembly.



When asked to clarify the governor's remarks, a spokesman, Avi Small, said the administration would not comment further on an "ongoing investigation."



Sanjay Goel, a professor of Information Security and Digital Forensics at the University at Albany, said that there are often two motivations behind these kinds of attacks: disrupters just looking to cause chaos or nation states that wished to directly interfere in the democratic process.



"The question is who is attacking them and why and what the extent of damage is," Dr. Goel said. "From what I can see, this was designed just to pull them offline and delay this process."



Dr. Goel said that those chaos agents could have been scanning any system for any vulnerability to exploit, while a nation state, like China, Russia or Iran, would have specifically targeted New York and waited for a weakness to arise before capitalizing on it.



News of the cyberattack ricocheted through the State Capitol Wednesday morning, drawing considerable speculation as to what it might mean, and who was behind it.



"This is like the Albany game of Clue!" said Blair Horner, a legislative director for a watchdog group and longtime Albany observer. "It could be anyone who doesn't like how the budget is going. Or it could be Russia!"



The attack comes just days after leaders in Albany reached a 
tentative deal
 on a more than $237 billion state budget that is said to include more money for Medicaid, a housing deal and authority to crack down on unlicensed cannabis vendors.



Dr. Goel said he had not heard of a similar attack on a state legislature before. In an election year, he added, these kinds of attacks should only be expected to increase.



"We are under constant threat," Dr. Goel said, before noting that most local and state governments have braced ourselves pretty well. But, he added, "you never know."
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A Quiet Sunday Night in Syracuse, and Then a Deadly Ambush



A routine traffic stop led to the deaths of a police officer and a sheriff's deputy in a shooting outside a suburban home. The gunman was also killed.




Officials said the last time a police officer was fatally shot in the line of duty in Syracuse was in 1990. 




By Michael Wilson and Chelsia Rose Marcius


Apr 16, 2024


The 
deadliest day in Syracuse police history
 in over 30 years began when two officers attempted to pull over a gray Honda Civic on a quiet corner outside a church. The car peeled away, out of sight -- but not before the police officers clocked its license plate.



The officers soon tracked the Civic to Darien Drive in the town of Salina, a suburb about 15 minutes away. It was parked in front of a well-kept house. But when an officer approached and looked inside the vehicle, he saw the first sign of real trouble, and reached for his police radio.



"There are AR-15 magazines in the back of his car," he said, and described the sounds of a gun being loaded: "We hear racking coming from the house."



The street had settled into its quiet Sunday night rhythms. Duane Shenandoah, 80, was out back nearby with his daughter, a wedding planner, helping her paint a backdrop for an upcoming ceremony. Another neighbor, Mousa Alzokari, 47, who works at a Syracuse newsstand, was home with his five children in their living room. And across the street, Daniel Kay, 73, was reading his Sunday newspaper at his front window.



Onondaga County sheriff's deputies met the officers outside the house with the Civic, and they made a quick plan. One of the deputies, Lt. Michael Hoosock, 37, hurried around toward the back. Tucking behind a neighbor's maple tree for cover, he watched the house in question. Two Syracuse police officers watched the front door.



The authorities would spend hours piecing together the moments that followed. 



Behind the house, in the darkening night, a form crept onto a back deck: a man with an assault rifle.



Reading his paper across the street, Mr. Kay heard popping sounds and rose to his front door. He called to his wife: "Who the hell is shooting off all these fireworks at this time of night?"



The pops quickly became deafening, stretching into a long and terrifying series. Neighbors ducked for cover in their homes. A bullet punched through a wall in Mr. Alzokari's living room where his family had just been sitting.



Lieutenant Hoosock, a bomb-squad officer with three children at home under the age of 8, was hit as he tucked behind the tree. He wasn't able to return fire -- and was probably unaware he was even a target.



The form on the deck then moved toward the front of the house, and the assault rifle fired again. Police Officer Michael Jensen, 29, with just two-plus years on the job, was hit, but he was able to return fire, as was his partner.



There was bedlam on the street: Mr. Shenandoah, helping paint the wedding backdrop, heard the shots and smelled the acrid odor the rifle gave off. Officers burst through the back door of Mr. Alzokari's house and hurried upstairs to a window facing the shootout, for a clear vantage.



The man with the assault rifle, later identified as Christopher Murphy, 33, the oldest of five siblings raised in that house on Darien Drive, was hit and went down.



The shooting stopped, leaving three fallen men. All would die from their injuries. An officer with a bullhorn ordered anyone else in the home to come out. There was no reply.




Christopher Murphy, the 33-year-old identified as the gunman, grew up the oldest of five siblings in the home where the shooting took place. 




Mr. Alzokari looked in disbelief at the bullet hole in his wall. He was an immigrant from Yemen and had lived in Syracuse for 19 years. The Murphy family had always made him feel welcome.



Slowly, details from the hours leading up to the bloodshed would reveal themselves.



Mr. Murphy was born in 1990, followed by triplet brothers and a sister. Together, the siblings were fixtures on Darien Drive. All attended Liverpool High School, where they mostly excelled: Their parents, strict but doting, would accept nothing less than a B average.



The brothers were friends with other boys in the neighborhood -- Shawn Kinsella and his siblings around the corner, and NaKeem Williams and his brother, the whole group often found in someone's den or on the school basketball court. As adults, they all gathered to play darts, pool and cards at local watering holes like Cobblestone Ale House, the Retreat and Endzone Bar & Grill.



Mr. Murphy seemed particularly close to Mr. Kinsella, a gentle, towering presence, leaning on him when something went wrong.



Mr. Williams said Mr. Murphy was responsible and smart, with a mind for mechanics, so it was no surprise that he had landed a steady, well-paying job at JMA Wireless, an internet company based in Syracuse. But trouble emerged, most notably a cocaine habit that had seemed, to old friends, to have gone from recreational to something more.



On Sunday, he had been drinking at the Endzone, where he met a friend and then left, and at some point began using cocaine, according to the Onondaga County district attorney, William J. Fitzpatrick. Mr. Murphy's erratic driving seems to have been what led to the attempted traffic stop, in a neighborhood called Tipperary Hill, some five miles from his home, that launched the deadly chain of events at around 7 p.m.



After Mr. Murphy sped home, his friend became uncomfortable with his behavior, called a car service and left. Mr. Murphy then left his house, picked up Mr. Kinsella -- the old friend he relied on in hard times -- and returned home, Mr. Fitzpatrick said.



When the officers arrived at Darien Drive around 8:30 p.m., Mr. Kinsella saw Mr. Murphy arm himself with an assault rifle. Mr. Murphy urged Mr. Kinsella to flee, and he did, through the back door and over the fence, the police said.



There were no interactions between the gunman and the police before Mr. Murphy ambushed the deputy in the neighboring backyard, the authorities said.



Officials said the last time a police officer had been fatally shot in the line of duty in Syracuse was in 1990. An Onondaga County sheriff's deputy was killed in 2003 when he was struck by a passing vehicle while helping a stranded motorist.



On Tuesday, the Murphy house remained an active crime scene, as investigators sought clues from within and outside. Mr. Kinsella was taken in for questioning and was cooperating, the police said.



Among the unknowns was how many shots had been fired with the assault rifle. At a news conference on Monday, Sheriff Tobias Shelley said that number was "too difficult to count."



And, of course, there was the question of motive. That remained, even among Mr. Murphy's circle of old friends, a mystery. They had never heard Mr. Murphy speak ill of law enforcement. "In my 32 years on this earth, I would never think he would do this. Ever," Mr. Williams said. "There's something we're all missing to this story. There has to be."



Chief Joseph L. Cecile of the Syracuse Police Department, visibly drained 20 hours after the shooting, offered reporters the smallest glimpse into the authorities' thinking.



"There's something in his past that I don't think we're going to reveal at this point," he said, "that may be some indicator as to why he did it."



Cole Louison
 contributed reporting.
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Supreme Court Backs Police Officer in Job Bias Case



The officer, Jatonya Muldrow, said she had been transferred to a less desirable position based on her sex. Lower courts ruled that she had failed to show concrete harm.




The Supreme Court ruled in favor of a St. Louis police officer on Wednesday.




By Adam Liptak


Apr 17, 2024


The Supreme Court 
unanimously ruled
 on Wednesday that a female police officer in St. Louis may sue for employment discrimination based on her sex over a forced lateral transfer to another position in the police department.



The ruling will open the courthouse doors to more employment discrimination suits. Justice Elena Kagan, writing for six justices, said that "many cases will come out differently" under the court's decision. But she added that "there is reason to doubt that the floodgates will open" to allow "insubstantial lawsuits."



The case concerned Jatonya Muldrow, who worked for almost a decade in the St. Louis Police Department's Intelligence Division, where her responsibilities included public corruption, gang violence and human trafficking. Her supervisor called her a workhorse and the "one sergeant he could count on in the division."



In 2017, a new supervisor transferred Ms. Muldrow to another part of the department, to work as a patrol officer, replacing her with a male officer. Ms. Muldrow's salary and rank remained the same, but her responsibilities did not.



In the Intelligence Division, she had weekends off, worked regular hours, wore plain clothes and drove an unmarked car.



The new job was more routine, had irregular hours and required her to wear a uniform and to drive a marked police car. After eight months, she was transferred back to the Intelligence Division.



A federal appeals court ruled against her, saying that she had not proved that the transfer amounted to "a tangible change in working conditions that produces a material employment disadvantage."



That was the wrong standard, Justice Kagan wrote. It was enough, she said, to show "some harm."



Justice Kagan summarized the harm Ms. Muldrow had described.



"She was moved from a plainclothes job in a prestigious specialized division giving her substantial responsibility over priority investigations and frequent opportunity to work with police commanders," Justice Kagan wrote. "She was moved to a uniformed job supervising one district's patrol officers, in which she was less involved in high-visibility matters and primarily performed administrative work. Her schedule became less regular, often requiring her to work weekends; and she lost her take-home car."



"If those allegations are proved," Justice Kagan wrote, "she was left worse off several times over."



Justice Kagan rejected an argument from the city based on the word "otherwise," which has been 
the subject of much scrutiny
 of late. Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 makes it unlawful for an employer "to fail or refuse to hire or to discharge any individual, or otherwise to discriminate against any individual."



Lawyers for the city said that refusing to hire or firing someone is a very serious matter, and so the term "otherwise" indicates that other sorts of discrimination count only if they inflict similar harm.



Justice Kagan disagreed. "Muldrow need show only some injury respecting her employment terms or conditions," she wrote.



Three justices filed concurring opinions that agreed with the majority's bottom line but did not adopt its reasoning.



Justice Clarence Thomas wrote that the majority's new standard was not much different from the one the appeals court had used.



Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. criticized the majority's "unhelpful opinion." After summarizing it, he wrote that "I have no idea what this means."



He added that plaintiffs should be required to prove "at least some degree of significance or substantiality" as opposed to more subjective perceived disadvantages.



"We do not typically say that we were harmed or injured by every unwanted experience," he wrote. "What would we think if a friend said, 'I was harmed because the supermarket had run out of my favorite brand of peanut butter,' or, 'I was injured because I ran into three rather than the usual two red lights on the way home from work'?"



If Justices Thomas and Alito found the majority's approach too lax, Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, in his own concurring opinion, said it was too strict.



"Suppose," he wrote, "that an employer says to an employee in the Columbus office: 'We are transferring you to the Cincinnati office because you are Black. But your compensation will not change.' Does that violate Title VII? Of course it does."



No additional showing of harm should be required, Justice Kavanaugh wrote. "The discrimination is harm," he wrote.



He said the practical difference between his approach and that of the majority may be slight.



"Even though I respectfully disagree with the court's new some-harm requirement," Justice Kavanaugh wrote, "I expect that the court's approach and my preferred approach will land in the same place and lead to the same result in 99 out of 100 discriminatory-transfer cases, if not in all 100."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/17/us/politics/supreme-court-police-officer-workplace-discrimination.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
        

      

      Obituaries

      
        Patti Astor, Doyenne of New York's Avant-Garde Scene, Dies at 74
        She was a founder of the Fun Gallery, which staged early shows by Keith Haring and other artists who defined the city's downtown scene in the 1980s.

      

      
        David Egilman, Doctor Who Took On Drug Companies, Dies at 71
        His testimony as an expert witness in some 600 trials helped plaintiffs win billions of dollars in cases involving malfeasance by pharmaceutical makers.

      

      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Patti Astor, Doyenne of New York's Avant-Garde Scene, Dies at 74



She was a founder of the Fun Gallery, which staged early shows by Keith Haring and other artists who defined the city's downtown scene in the 1980s.




Patti Astor with work by the artist Futura2000. She was, a colleague said, "the first lady of graffiti art."




By Penelope Green


Apr 15, 2024


Patti Astor, the downtown Manhattan "It" girl, indie film star and co-founder of Fun Gallery, the scruffy East Village storefront space that in the early 1980s nurtured young graffiti artists like 
Futura2000
, 
Zephyr
, 
Lee Quinones
, 
Lady Pink
 and 
Fab 5 Freddy
, as well as showcasing artists like 
Keith Haring
, Kenny Scharf and 
Jean-Michel Basquiat
, died on April 9 at her home in Hermosa Beach, Calif. She was 74.



Her death was confirmed by Richard Roth, a friend. No cause was given.



With her platinum hair, raspy voice and glamorous '50s-style dresses, Ms. Astor was a formidable presence among the music, film and art makers who gathered at the Mudd Club in TriBeCa. In the summer of 1981, one of her nightclub buddies, Bill Stelling, told her that he had rented a small storefront on East 11th Street with the thought of turning it into a gallery. Did she know any artists?



"Yeah," she said, "I know a few."



The place was just eight by 25 feet, and the idea was to make a gallery by artists, for artists. They had no money and no art experience, but they had a lot of creative friends.



The first show there was an exhibition of pencil drawings by Steven Kramer, Ms. Astor's husband at the time; all 20 of the pieces sold, at $50 each, which seemed like a promising beginning. Mr. Scharf, who had already turned all of the appliances at Ms. Astor's home into 
his signature outer-space critters
, was offered the next show. He was also given the opportunity to name the place for its duration.



"My stuff was fun, so fun seemed like a good name," Mr. Scharf said in a phone interview.



Fred Brathwaite, otherwise known as Fab 5 Freddy, was show No. 3, and his plan was to name the place the Serious Gallery. But by then Ms. Astor had bought stationery stamped "Fun" and had run out of money. Also, as she often said, "the name was so stupid it stuck."




Ms. Astor in 1983 in the backyard of Fun Gallery in the East Village during the opening of a show. Fun Gallery openings were mobbed, as uptown dealers and collectors mixed with D.J.s and aspiring teenage graffiti artists.




By 1982, Mr. Stelling and Ms. Astor had moved the gallery to 254 East 10th Street, a derelict, unheated double-wide storefront with a backyard. They patched it up -- although the roof continued to leak and Mr. Stelling once fell through the floor -- and began rolling out shows by artists like Mr. Quinones, who was already known for his street murals and subway-car art -- he had famously covered 10 cars with his colorful work -- and for his manifesto, "Graffiti is art, and if art is a crime, please God, forgive me."



Fun Gallery openings were mobbed, more like block parties than the white-wine affairs of a traditional white-cube gallery, as uptown dealers and collectors mixed with D.J.s and aspiring teenage graffiti artists, brandishing their sketchbooks.




Patti Astor in "Blank City," a 2010 documentary about the underground film scene in Manhattan in the late 1970s. 




"Patti became the first lady of graffiti art," said Timothy Greenfield-Sanders, the art-world photographer and documentary filmmaker. "She was there before anybody, and most importantly she understood the cultural aspect of this work at a time when the art world was very white-male dominated."



Fun Gallery was the East Village's first art outpost, and within a year or so of its opening, other homegrown galleries had begun popping up in empty storefronts. Gracie Mansion, who had been running a gallery out of her bathroom, moved into a space down the block from Fun. When in 1983 Grace Glueck of The New York Times came to survey the scene, the gallerists called one another as she left. "She's headed your way," they would report, as Ms. Mansion recalled.



"A wild and funky configuration prevails," 
Ms. Glueck wrote
, noting Fun Gallery's bona fides as the oldest gallery in the neighborhood and its reputation for specializing in "famous scribblers," as she put it, meaning the graffiti artists. She also noted that the area was still so dodgy the word "dealer" had a double meaning.




In 1985, Timothy Greenfield-Sanders began taking a series of portraits of the East Village art scene he called the "New Irascibles," in homage to a famous 1950 Life magazine photo by Nina Leen of a group of male Abstract Expressionists known as the Irascibles. In this portrait of dealers, Ms. Astor is seated, second from left.




"Our artists are coming from a different, ghetto culture," Ms. Astor told Ms. Glueck, contrasting her artists with the 57th Street gallery crowd, "and they are also influenced by politics; they comment more on society. Their work has a new kind of beauty."



Within two years, however, the beauty was leaking out of the East Village. As their stars rose, many artists defected to SoHo galleries. Fun couldn't compete. Mr. Stelling said they were always behind in their rent and couldn't afford to participate in what was turning into a global market; shipping costs to European art fairs were beyond their means. And then their friends began to get sick.



In March 1985, the Lebanese artist 
Nicolas Moufarrege
, who made meticulous embroidered works of surrealistic and cartoon-inspired images, was hospitalized with AIDS-related pneumonia while he was working on his solo show for Fun. The show opened without him, and he died before it ended.




In this 1985 photograph of downtown artists and performers, Ms. Astor is on the left and Keith Haring, crouching and wearing a hat and glasses, is in the center.




The gallery closed soon after, and someone tagged the boarded-up windows with the words "No Mo Fun." It was over.



Patricia Titchener was born on March 17, 1950, in Cincinnati, the oldest of four children. Her father, James Titchener, was a psychoanalyst; her mother, Antoinette (Baca) Titchener, was a pediatrician.



Patricia attended Barnard College in New York City, where she joined Students for a Democratic Society before dropping out to devote herself full time to the antiwar movement.



She studied at the Lee Strasberg Theater & Film Institute, but only briefly, because method acting irritated her. Dreaming of stardom, she christened herself Patti Astor, inspired, she wrote in a self-published memoir, "Fun Gallery: The True Story" (2013), by Astor Place in the East Village and the euphony of the title of an imagined street act, Patti Astor and Her Champagne Follies.



She was living in a tenement on East 10th Street when her friend Eric Mitchell answered an ad the filmmaker Amos Poe had placed in The Village Voice seeking actors for a Jean-Luc Godard-like film. Ms. Astor tagged along, and Mr. Poe cast the pair in his 1976 film "Unmade Beds," along with Debbie Harry of Blondie and the artist 
Duncan Hannah
.



"I felt like I'd arrived," Ms. Astor wrote, and she dyed her hair platinum blond to reflect the starlet she felt she was becoming.  When Mr. Mitchell's film "Underground U.S.A.," a takeoff of "Sunset Boulevard" starring Ms. Astor, opened at the St. Marks Cinema in 1980, it further burnished her downtown notoriety.



"She was like a movie star from the '50s," said Mr. Brathwaite, who recalled asking for her autograph when he first met her, at a party.




Ms. Astor played a clueless reporter in the 1983 movie "Wild Style," directed by Charlie Ahearn and Fred Brathwaite.




She also appeared, at her insistence, in "Wild Style" (1983), a film by Charlie Ahearn and Mr. Brathwaite about young graffiti artists, in which she played a clueless journalist reporting on the scene. It was reviewed tepidly when it was released -- "'Wild Style' lacks a lot of the style of the people in it, but it never neutralizes their vitality," 
Vincent Canby wrote in The Times
 -- but in the years since its release, 
it has come to be regarded as a cult classic
.



Ms. Astor's brief marriage to Mr. Kramer ended in divorce. She leaves no immediate survivors.



After Fun Gallery closed, Ms. Astor moved to Hermosa Beach, into a trailer-park surf community, and wrote a few screenplays with her friend Anita Rosenberg. "Assault of the Killer Bimbos" (1988), for which they wrote the story, which Ms. Rosenberg directed and in which Ms. Astor appeared, was 
a favorite at the Cannes Film Festival in 1987
. In recent decades she worked as a consultant and curator and go-to historian for the street art she had helped promote, and on a movie about her life.



"If I was going to open Fun today," she told New York magazine in 1985, "I'd call it the Money Gallery."



Mike Ives
 contributed reporting.
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David Egilman, Doctor Who Took On Drug Companies, Dies at 71



His testimony as an expert witness in some 600 trials helped plaintiffs win billions of dollars in cases involving malfeasance by pharmaceutical makers.




Dr. David Egilman in his office in Attleboro, Mass., in 2019. He spent his career taking on drug companies, such as Eli Lilly and Johnson & Johnson, trying to increase accountability.




By Clay Risen


Apr 15, 2024


Dr. David Egilman, a physician and expert witness who, over a 35-year span, gave testimony in some 600 trials involving corporate malfeasance, resulting in billions of dollars in awards for victims and their survivors, died on April 2 at his home in Foxborough, Mass. He was 71.



The cause was cardiac arrest, his son Alex said.



Many medical experts make a side business in court, offering their informed opinions on the witness stand and helping to validate or undermine plaintiffs' claims. But few make it a career-long passion in the way Dr. Egilman did. He taught at Brown University and ran a private practice but spent most of his time consulting and testifying in as many as 15 cases a year.



He did more than just opine from the stand. A dogged researcher, he dug up incriminating emails and memos showing that, in many cases, drug companies knew the risks involved with putting a new medication on the market but went ahead anyway.



He provided critical testimony in a class-action lawsuit against Johnson & Johnson, claiming that it had failed to reveal the health risks involved presented by Johnson's baby powder and other products containing talc. After years of litigation, 
the company settled for $8.9 billion
 in 2023.




Dr. Egilman testifying in a trial in Joplin, Mo., in 2004. He helped attorneys strategize for trial and coached them on how to explain complicated medical topics to juries.




Dr. Egilman's work as an expert witness rubbed some people the wrong way, especially defense lawyers and pharmaceutical company executives, who argued that he was too dogmatic to provide objective analysis. But Dr. Egilman saw things differently.



"As a doctor, I can treat one cancer patient at a time," he said during a 2018 trial. "But by being here, I have the potential to save millions."



His work extended beyond the courtroom: He helped legal teams strategize their cases, and he coached them on how to present complicated medical data to juries.



"David was a game changer on so many levels," said Mark Lanier, a lawyer who worked with Dr. Egilman for 25 years. "David helped me in cases where he was testifying, but also where he was simply giving advice and insight."



He also pushed back against what he saw as pharmaceutical marketing intruding on the realm of scientific research. Writing in peer-reviewed medical journals, he showed how drug companies used tactics like ghostwriting -- drawing up their own studies, then paying a doctor to add their name -- and "seeding," in which companies run their own questionable studies to build support for their drugs.



Dr. Egilman was instrumental in publicizing 
a declassified memo from 1950
 that warned of the risks involved in government radiation tests on humans. The tests were nevertheless carried out.




Dr. Egilman in his Attleboro office in 2019. One of his most known cases as an expert was against Johnson & Johnson for its failure to disclose health risks related to baby powder that contained talc.




"If this is to be done in humans, I feel that those concerned in the Atomic Energy Commission would be subject to considerable criticism, as admittedly, this would have a little of the Buchenwald touch," 
Dr. Joseph G. Hamilton
, a professor at the University of California at Berkeley, wrote in the memo, referring to the Buchenwald concentration camp where Nazi doctors carried out horrific medical experiments on prisoners.



The 
U.S. government apologized
 for the radiation tests in 1996.



At times, Dr. Egilman's zeal got the better of him. In 2007, he agreed to 
pay the drug maker Eli Lilly $100,000
 after leaking confidential documents to a lawyer, who then gave them to The New York Times. He was involved in a case against the company over allegations that it had pushed its antipsychotic drug Zyprexa for unapproved uses.



Eli Lilly donated the money from the settlement to charity. But the company's victory was short lived: In 2009, it pleaded guilty to the allegations and agreed to pay $1.4 billion -- including a $515 million criminal fine, 
the largest ever in a health care case
.



Dr. Egilman was unbowed by the ups and downs of the case.



"A physician's oath," he told Science magazine in 2019, "never says to keep your mouth shut."




Dr. Egilman in 2019. As the child of a Holocaust survivor, he named his business "Never Again Consulting," in reference to the prevention of replicating the horrors of Nazi medical experimentation.




David Steven Egilman was born on Sept. 9, 1952, in Boston. His father, Felix, was a Polish Jew who had survived the Holocaust, including a period spent in Buchenwald, because, he said, his skill as a shoemaker was prized by German officers. His wife and two children were killed in another concentration camp.



After the war, Felix Egilman immigrated to the United States, where he married Veta Albert, David's mother, who died in a car accident when David was 10. His father withdrew emotionally in the face of the mounting trauma, leaving David largely to take care of himself.



He won a scholarship to Brown University, where he received a bachelor's degree in molecular biology in 1974 and a medical degree in 1978. He earned a master's degree in public health from Harvard in 1982.



Dr. Egilman married Helene Blomquist in 1988. Along with their son Alex, she survives him, as does another son, Samson.



After medical school and training at the National Institutes of Health, he moved to Cincinnati, where he set up a clinic as part of the U.S. Public Health Service. Many of his patients were industrial and mining workers who had developed medical conditions after years of working in unsafe environments.



The experience steeled Dr. Egilman's determination to stand up against medical injustice. He returned to Massachusetts in 1985, where he opened a private practice and began teaching at Brown.



To handle his growing list of legal clients, he set up a separate company, Never Again Consulting, a nod both to his father's experience during the Holocaust as well as the importance of not allowing the horrors of Nazi medical experimentation to be replicated.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/15/health/david-egilman-dead.html
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Review: 'The Wiz' Eases Back to Broadway



Almost 50 years after it debuted, this classic Black take on "The Wizard of Oz" tries to update its original formula.




Kyle Ramar Freeman as the Lion, Nichelle Lewis as Dorothy, Phillip Johnson Richardson as the Tinman and Avery Wilson as the Scarecrow in "The Wiz" at the Marquis Theater in Manhattan.




By Maya Phillips


Apr 18, 2024


Let me start with a confession: I've never liked "The Wizard of Oz." But give me a retelling with, say, a Black Dorothy and Black Oz, and I'm immediately clicking my heels.



When "The Wiz" debuted on Broadway in 1975, it was a colorful exclamation of Blackness on the stage. That's to say a Black score, by Charlie Smalls, including gospel and R&B; a Black cast; and Black audiences at the forefront.



Then three years later the beloved Motown film adaptation, starring Diana Ross, Michael Jackson and Richard Pryor, pulled a Black Dorothy from her home, not in Kansas but in Harlem, and the New York City boroughs were cleverly transmogrified into the stylish, futuristic Oz.



Now "The Wiz" returns to Broadway in a revival directed by Schele Williams and an updated book by 
Amber Ruffin
, with the aim of creating a take "
through the Blackest of Black lenses
." This new production, which opened at the Marquis Theater on Tuesday, showcases creative visuals and some standout performances, but stops short of bringing modern Blackness to Broadway.



Here, Dorothy (Nichelle Lewis, in her Broadway debut) is a city girl who's moved to Kansas to live with her Aunt Em (Melody A. Betts, who later doubles as the deliciously brass-throated witch Evillene). But Dorothy doesn't feel at home and is being bullied by her classmates. A sudden meteorological anomaly flies Dorothy to Oz, where she seeks the counsel of the great and powerful Wiz (Wayne Brady) on how to get back home. Along the way she's joined by a scarecrow (Avery Wilson) in need of a brain, a tinman (Phillip Johnson Richardson) wanting a heart and a lion (Kyle Ramar Freeman) desperate for some courage. (Sorry dog-lovers, there's no Toto.)



There's plenty of gold to be found along this yellow brick road. Deborah Cox's Glinda, the good witch, in a shimmering gold gown, looks like a jewel and sounds like one, too, with her crystalline voice switching from jazzy scatting to a sparkling falsetto in "He's the Wiz" and later offering a triumphant performance of "Believe in Yourself."



Glinda's not the only one with flashy fashion; the costume design, by Sharen Davis, draws from a wild, unpredictable range of time periods and trends. Ozians with blue Afro puffs, green extensions and multicolored braids flounce around in bright petticoats during a scene meant to replicate a New Orleans second-line parade; Evillene's army of evil poppies slinks around in '70s-style Afros and flare-legged jumpsuits, and the denizens of Emerald City saunter in Afro-futuristic outfits with ornate collars and fringe.



There's just as much color in the choreography, by JaQuel Knight, which offers an evocative melange of styles. Dorothy's tornado is summoned with a flurry of pirouetting dancers in billowing gray fabrics. Later those stiff-backed, graceful turns are just as quickly swapped for hunched, down-low Afro-Cuban steps and crisp hip-hop moves.




Wayne Brady as the Wiz. 




The best performances in the production are likewise grounded in movement: Wilson is a playful scarecrow, his wobbly knees and freely flinging limbs showing off impressive flexibility and acrobatic skill. Freeman's dramatic prancing and marching as the lion pair perfectly with his character's ... well, leonine theatricality.



Add to the mix a popping-and-locking Tinman who also drops a soulful "What Would I Do If I Could Feel" and the charming showmanship of Brady's Wiz (armed with a lively exit number even more delightful than his entrance), and you've got a cast of sidekicks who outshine the hero.



As Dorothy, Lewis dutifully hits the notes but is dwarfed by the stage and the performers around her. Though Ruffin's book offers a few modern updates to the lingo and gives her companions new back stories, Dorothy still lacks dimension, and Lewis struggles to fill her in with any emotional shading.



Despite its freewheeling fashions there's a hemmed-in quality to most of the production. This Dorothy and her adventure, like the overall direction, is bright and tidy but falls short in character. The animated backdrops of Oz often have a cutesy, over-glossed Pixar-movie feel. The pacing doesn't quite "ease on down" as it does race through the show's two-and-a-half-hour running time; the settings and characters pass by in a blur. Even the musical arc of the show slumps into a routine, with a predictable build toward each big solo climax.



All of which is to say that "The Wiz" is a pleasant, serviceable time at the theater, but as a new production of a musical with a legacy of bringing Blackness to one of Hollywood's and Broadway's favorite fairy tales, it's less satisfying.



There is a fresher production hinted at in the ecstatic array of costumes and mix of choreography. There's a stronger, more daring representation of modern-day Blackness suggested in the faint touches of New Orleans's Treme neighborhood and a character's quip about discovering their hair's curl pattern.



In the past this paper's critics weren't impressed by productions of this musical. In 1984 Frank Rich rashly dismissed the "tacky" Broadway production of a musical that he deemed "hardly great" but "a once-fervent expression of Black self-respect and talent." In his review of the original, in 1975, Clive Barnes wrote of a production with "vitality" and "style" that was nevertheless "tiresome" -- perhaps because, he ventures, for him such fairy tales are only appealing when they're grounded in one's own experience. Does the show "say different things to Blacks than to whites?" asked a Black writer in The Times several months later. His answer was yes. So is mine.



Nearly 50 years later, with a similar degree of ambivalence, I wonder if a revival of one of theater's beloved Black musicals is truly a 
Black
 experience. It feels more like just another night at the theater.



The Wiz
Through Aug. 18 at the Marquis Theater, Manhattan; 
wizmusical.com
. Running time: 2 hours 30 minutes.
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Taylor Swift Sells a Rainbow of Vinyl Albums. Fans Keep Buying Them.



Artists across pop genres are finding success with colored vinyl and different variants of their releases. For Swifties, the urge to collect them all is strong.




For "Midnights," Swift's last studio album, a total of 35 physical products, including these six vinyl variants, were sold. Clockwise from top left, mahogany, moonstone blue, blood moon, lavender, jade green and love potion purple. 




By Ben Sisario


Apr 17, 2024


When Taylor Swift released nine vinyl editions of her album "Folklore" in 2020, Tylor Hammers, a fan in Florida, took notice. But it wasn't until "Midnights" two years later that he became a true collector, scouring the internet and retail shops for every variation of her albums he could find -- spending about $1,000 in the process -- and cataloging the technicolor expanse of Swift's LP output in an 
online discography
.



"I get enjoyment out of being a completionist," Hammers, 24, said in a recent interview.



He's not the only one.



Although streaming remains the dominant music format, physical media has been a growing niche where the industry can cater to so-called 
superfans
, who express their dedication to artists by shelling out big bucks for collectible versions of new releases, sometimes in multiple quantities. K-pop acts like BTS pioneered this strategy by putting out an array of elaborate CD packages, often featuring goodies like postcards and photo booklets, which helped the boy band repeatedly go to No. 1.



But nobody does it quite like Swift, or at least at the same scale. Last year she sold 3.5 million LPs in the United States, thanks in part to five pastel-hued variants of "1989 (Taylor's Version)," a rerecording of her 2014 album, and the popularity of Swift's entire catalog during her 
record-breaking Eras Tour
.



When Swift's latest album, "The Tortured Poets Department," comes out on Friday, it will be available in a portfolio of different versions -- on vinyl, CD and even cassette -- with bonus tracks and, on certain "deluxe" editions sold through Swift's website, trinkets like magnets, photo cards and engraved bookmarks. Some items, like a standard CD, go for as little as $13. But last weekend, Swift's site offered a limited run of autographed LPs for $50, which, according to fans on social media, vanished in 20 minutes.




"The Tortured Poets Department" comes out on Friday in a number of different versions and formats including CD, left, and cassette. 




"Vinyl collecting fits so well into Taylor's fandom," Hammers said, "because we've always collected Taylor-related things like clothing, general merchandise, CDs and even confetti."



It is a global phenomenon, driven in part by the far greater revenues that artists can earn from physical products in the age of streaming, when per-click royalties are infinitesimal. Of the 10 most popular albums around the world last year, according to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry, two were by Swift and five were by K-pop acts. Vinyl collecting also spiked during the Covid-19 pandemic, exacerbating supply-chain problems and resulting in 
monthslong delays
, though wait times have since lessened.



Swift, 34, has long understood the role that collectible items can play in building fan connections. A decade ago, when the original "1989" album went on sale, she 
reposted images
 of fans displaying the CDs they bought in shops. For "Lover" in 2019, Swift sold four CD editions that came with booklets featuring 
excerpts from her journal entries
.



For "Midnights," a total of 35 physical products, each with its own UPC code, were sold in the United States, according to Luminate, which supplies the data for Billboard's charts. Some of those were essentially duplicates, like 10 boxed sets containing a CD and a tee, categorized by the size of the shirts. But the list of "Midnights" products also includes CDs and vinyl LPs with varying disc colors and cover art, plus editions with bonus tracks, autographed photos and edited lyrics, along with a CD that was initially sold only at her live shows.



Most ingeniously, a sequence of numbers on the back covers of the four standard "Midnights" LPs, when arranged in a grid, formed the hours of a clock. For $49, Swift's site also 
sold shelves and a working timepiece
 to go with them. In its opening week, "Midnights" sold 1.1 million copies as a complete package, the first time any album had crossed the million mark in pure sales since Swift's own "Reputation," five years earlier.




When the back covers of the four standard LP versions of "Midnights" are arranged in a grid they form a clock. For $49, Swift's site also sold shelves and a working timepiece to go with them.




As of last week, "Midnights" has had the equivalent of 7.1 million album sales in the United States, with streaming making up about 58 percent of that total, according to Luminate. But about 2.5 million copies -- 35 percent of the album's total consumption -- were sold on physical media. The most popular version, with nearly 460,000 sales, was the "lavender" CD, with three extra tracks, sold at Target stores. (That figure does not represent all of Target's sales of the album.) The lone cassette version, issued in "moonstone blue," sold 17,000 copies and is now being offered for upward of $100 on resale sites like eBay and Discogs.



In recent years, collectible packaging, particularly in the form of multicolored vinyl, has become de rigueur for virtually any major artist hoping for a No. 1 debut, from Olivia Rodrigo and Beyonce to Harry Styles and the Red Hot Chili Peppers. In a streaming-dominated era, when digital music offers nothing tangible for fans to display as a totem, a rainbow of vinyl variants is one draw for fans; versions with extra tracks, sold through exclusive deals with Target, Walmart or indie shops, are another.



Dan Runcie, who analyzes the music industry on his podcast and newsletter 
Trapital
, sees the phenomenon as partly a matter of artists and record companies catching up to the merchandising of sports.



"The music industry is trying to figure out how to maximize superfans and give them more of what they want," Runcie said. "Some are willing to pay to have more variants on the wall. It's no different from sports fans paying up to have rookie cards."



But it has also brought waves of dissenting backlash, with accusations that artists are exploiting fans' loyalty -- some anonymous Swifties balked last year about the "1989" remake versions being a "
shameless cash grab
" -- and about the environmental impact of all that duplicate packaging.



Billie Elish will release her next album, "Hit Me Hard and Soft," due May 17, on eight vinyl variants -- though she has said they will all be made with recycled materials.



Last month, before her album announcement, Eilish briefly caused a minor fracas when she said in an 
interview
 with Billboard that it was "
wasteful
" for artists to release "40 different vinyl packages that have a different unique thing just to get you to keep buying more." Swift fans interpreted that comment as directed at their idol; Eilish then 
clarified
 on social media, "I wasn't singling anyone out, these are industry-wide systemic issues."



Hammers, who collects records by Lana Del Rey as avidly as he does Swift's, said he didn't agree that an artist releasing multiple vinyl editions exploited fans' loyalty. Fans aren't forced to buy anything, he said, and he appreciated artists who put care into their product.



"At the end of the day, they're all trying to sell their music," he said, "and it's one way to sell it."
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Abe Koogler's New Play Is an Ode to Intense Culinary Experiences



In "Staff Meal," in previews at Playwrights Horizons, a restaurant becomes a refuge as the world ends.




The writer Abe Koogler says that since moving to New York, he has been fascinated by what it's like to have intense culinary experiences.




By Rachel Sherman


Apr 17, 2024


Abe Koogler didn't grow up going to many restaurants. He was raised on Vashon Island, Wash. -- sparse and bucolic with an artsy populace, a few miles southwest of Seattle -- in a house without a TV, where meals were mostly eaten at home, his free time spent fashioning handmade puppets onto chopsticks.



So when he moved to New York, a city with restaurants on virtually every corner, he found the hustle and bustle of Manhattan's highbrow establishments fascinating.



"Living in New York, you walk by all these highly curated, beautiful, warm spaces where people are in the middle of this intense culinary experience," Koogler said on a rainy afternoon in Midtown Manhattan. "And I like looking at these windows and imagining what it's like for the people inside."



"A lot of it is being fascinated and not knowing why," he added.



Koogler, 39, is known for his darkly comedic plays about labor-intensive jobs in, for example, 
package inventory centers
 and 
slaughterhouses
. Works about work. His latest, "
Staff Meal
," about a beloved restaurant with a mysterious owner, has a similar setting (much of the story takes place in the prepping of food and serving of drinks) but with a notable diversion from his previous productions: Here is a job where the employees enjoy their work. In fact, they revere it.



The restaurant's culture of veneration for food, wine and care-taking nods to Danny Meyer's hospitality manifesto, "
Setting the Table
," and though the play, which opens on April 28 at Playwrights Horizons, begins as a familiar meet-cute, it "progressively gets weirder and weirder," said the show's director, Morgan Green.



After first reading the script, she wondered, "How the hell do you stage it?"



"I was really excited about this down-the-rabbit-hole feeling," she said, and about mapping out "that trajectory."



In "Staff Meal," Koogler creates a world somewhere between front and back of house, where food is a portal and service an art. Meanwhile, patrons navigate apocalyptic events outside the restaurant, where the future appears increasingly fragile.



"It really feels like we're on the same page in building this world," Green said. "His trust makes me feel like I can be creative in response to what he's written." 




Erin Markey in "Staff Meal," opening April 28 at Playwrights Horizons.




Koogler started writing "Staff Meal" in January 2020 in New York and finished the play three months later in a cabin in the woods. He had taken refuge from the city's chaos with his now-fiance Luca Shapiro in the Berkshires. Deep into the pandemic's early lonely days and isolated from the world, he desperately missed the city's amenities, especially its restaurants.



But he was accustomed to living in and creating from remote wilderness. His childhood home in the middle of Puget Sound was a breeding ground for imagination.



Growing up, Koogler, the middle child of three boys, didn't have a lot of friends and wasn't skilled at sports, he said. He spent his time wandering in the woods and crafting marionettes and Muppet-inspired felt puppets. He starred as Gandalf in a "possibly bootleg" production of "The Hobbit." His second grade teacher let him adapt "Little Red Riding Hood."



"It took a lot of classroom time," he said with a quiet laugh. "I was pretty specific about what I wanted them to do."



Living on an island meant he eventually took the ferry to Seattle for school. During his commute, he'd peer over the sides to observe the octopuses gliding through the crest. Some days the boat would stop for orcas to pass (a ritual that inspired his last work, "
Deep Blue Sound
").



Ample time for fantasy -- and boredom -- were a recipe for artistry.



Though he grew up writing and performing in plays, he didn't set out to create a career in the theater -- at least, not the kind with a proscenium.



"Electoral politics in the United States is very much a performance," said Koogler, who studied political science at Yale. "Working on a political campaign is like putting up a play."



He dabbled in performance while an undergraduate, but one of his first jobs after college was as an assistant campaign manager of a state assembly race in California.



It wasn't long, though, before he returned to theater.



"When I contemplated a career in the political world, I felt like there was something missing," Koogler said. "It's very rational; it's straightforward. And I've always been interested in the subconscious, in dream life and sort of the wilder and more mysterious forces at work in the world."



In pursuit of dream life, he moved to New York in 2007 to study acting at the 
William Esper Studio
, but he soon realized he was too shy to be an actor and began to take playwriting classes. "I felt constrained and limited in my ability to be creative when it was my physical body up onstage," he said. "What I found when I was writing was that I just had this incredible freedom."



Chasing that freedom led to an M.F.A. in playwriting at the University of Texas, Austin, where he made experimental theater and wrote "
Kill Floor
," about an ex-convict who works in a cattle slaughterhouse, and then to a playwriting fellowship at Juilliard, during which "Kill Floor" was staged in 2015 at Lincoln Center Theater. 



Writing for The New York Times, the theater critic Charles Isherwood 
called the show
 "a well-acted, low-key drama," that "never strikes a false or strained note."



Two years later came "Fulfillment Center," a Manhattan Theater Club production centered on lonely connection-seekers who work at a mail-order shipping facility in New Mexico. The critic Ben Brantley called the show, which later won Koogler an 
Obie Award
 for playwriting, "
quietly shattering
."



"His work is subtle and nuanced and it creeps up on you," Eboni Booth, an actor and a playwright who starred in "Fulfillment Center," said, adding that Koogler transmits to words a "constant wrangling with the self."



"And in there is so much freedom to be a messy person," she said.



In each play, time is stretched out over mundane work, with the perils of capitalism on full display.



"I've always been interested in power, in who has it and who doesn't have it," Koogler said.



That undercurrent has become his signature throughline. But in "Staff Meal," the tone shifts. The hard edges of work soften into pleasure.



"After so many years of writing about difficult, harmful workplaces," he said, "I wanted to write about a beautiful place that people love showing up to every day."
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A Pulitzer-Winning Composer Puts His Operatic Spin on Edith Wharton



Anthony Davis has written operas based on recent history. But now he is adapting, and dramatically changing, Wharton's 1912 novel "The Reef."




"The Reef," Anthony Davis's latest music drama to arrive onstage and his follow-up to "The Central Park Five," is a work in progress. "I want to try to make sure we make all the right decisions," he said.




By Seth Colter Walls


Apr 16, 2024


The composer and pianist Anthony Davis is known for drawing inspiration from real-world figures in his operas.



"
X: The Life and Times of Malcolm X
" -- recently mounted by the Metropolitan Opera -- and "
The Central Park Five
," which won the Pulitzer Prize in 2020, are both grave, ripped-from-the-headlines stories about well-known people.



But Davis has also written rollicking adaptations of literary material. Less frequently produced but no less interesting are chamber operas like "
Lilith
" -- a saucy and inventive take on the story of Adam's first wife that features a divorce court in the Garden of Eden. Similarly, "
Lear on the 2nd Floor
" is a riff on Shakespeare that brings "King Lear" into contemporary discussions about medicine and Alzheimer's disease.



"The Reef," Davis's latest music drama to arrive onstage and his follow-up to "The Central Park Five," seems more fitting in that literary cohort. That is, once it's finished. Still in progress, the piece dipped its toes into the world by way of a recent workshop performance at Merkin Hall, presented by the 
Berkshire Opera Festival
.



Adapted from Edith Wharton's 1912 novel of the same name, "The Reef," with a libretto by Joan Ross Sorkin, has been in development, in fits and starts, since 2014. (Since then, Davis premiered "The Central Park Five" and revised the score of "X," ahead of its traveling revival.)



At the Merkin performance, the work departed significantly from Wharton's text. For one thing, it's set in Martinique rather than in Paris or the French countryside. The novel's love-triangle treatment of romance, late Victorian propriety and social class has also been altered by a change of one character's racial identity: The demimonde-adjacent Sophy is, in Davis and Sorkin's version, the nursemaid Sonya, a biracial member of the sugar-cane estate's domestic staff. A quartet of other Black workers on the estate, named the Invisibles, has also been added to the mix. The opera's creators are toying with the idea of setting their story in 1928 to make more of the Jazz Age's emergence.




The conductor Geoffrey Larson, right, led the workshop performance at Merkin Hall, presented by the Berkshire Opera Festival.




During a talk-back at the Merkin preview, Sorkin told audience members, "When you adapt a book for the stage -- particularly for the opera stage -- you take the core of the story, and then you have to make it your own."



So far, the modernist score is recognizably Davis's: full of post-Second Viennese harmony, but also memorable motifs that, when reprised, take on fresh new shades of meaning. As usual, he offers a constantly shifting bed of rhythm and the occasional embrace of popular song styles.



Soon after the Berkshire Opera Festival presentation, Davis gave a phone interview from his home in California, where he is a professor at the University of California, San Diego. He explained his goals for "The Reef" and how he uses disparate aesthetics. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.



How did that workshop performance feel and sound to you?



It felt good! I thought the singers did a really excellent job with it. I think we still have a lot of work to do in terms of the dramatic structure, and how the piece will unfold. We're kind of creating a story around "The Reef" -- a lot of departures from the novel. I want to try to make sure we make all the right decisions.



What's the next destination for "The Reef"?



I'm working with my publisher, looking for partners, though I sort of did this work on spec. I do some projects that are commissioned, and they're all set out. But there was a period of time when I wasn't getting commissions, and I wanted to keep working in opera. "Lear on the 2nd Floor" and "Lilith" evolved that way, working here at the university. To keep developing as a composer, keep working on projects, is something that's really important to me. Sometimes you just can't wait for the commission to happen.



Speaking of those more chamber works, which I 
like quite a bit
: Do you envision a similar instrumentation for this?



It's a little larger than "Lear" or "Lilith." It probably would be a chamber orchestra. I hear a string section as well as steel drums. Double winds. I hear a lot of hand drums for the percussion, rather than drum set. Harp; I'm not even sure if I'll have piano in the orchestration. That's the direction I'm going in.




From left, Larson, Davis, the librettist Joan Ross Sorkin, and Brian Garman, the artistic director of the Berkshire Opera Festival. During a talk-back at the preview, Sorkin told audience members, "You take the core of the story, and then you have to make it your own."




What drew you initially to Sorkin's adaptation of the Wharton novel?



Because of how Edith Wharton was transported to Martinique -- I saw some of the potential of that. Injecting the racial dimension into the story was interesting to me. When I heard the reading, I thought that might be a project I could do, and that it would be different from other projects I've done.



At Merkin Hall, Sorkin said that you told her that you "would love to write something about love and romance." That reminded me of the song we heard, in the fourth scene, for the character of Christophe, a scion of wealth sung by the tenor Ryan Bryce Johnson.



He did an incredible job. It was really emotional and heartfelt. I've rarely written anything as direct as that. I think we play this with a little more naivete than in the novel; his genuine feelings for Sonya come out in that.



Sorkin mentioned that it was your idea to add the vocal quartet of the Invisibles. How did that come to you?



These novels are about people of privilege. So having these people peeking in, who are working on the sugar cane -- that's a kind of interjection. They can sometimes be sarcastic, sardonic. When they sing "Little Black Girl" ----



This is the sort of calypso tune you've included in Scene Five.



Yeah. It's really 
underneath
 what's going on with the characters. In a way, the Invisibles are almost taunting Sonya. It's a reality check from the Black workers of Martinique, saying: "OK, you don't know this? You really don't know this?" It's almost as if Sonya thinks she can pass.



This sonic commentary also lets you play -- as you like to do -- with merging pop styles and modernist opera harmony, such as in "Shoot Your Shot!" from "X" or "If I Were a Black Man" from "Tania."



Yes, it's a guilty pleasure, because I love all kinds of music. And I don't really look at music categorically: "Oh, this is classical music. This is jazz." When I was writing "Lords of the Tropics" for "The Reef" -- "They make the rules/They make the rules" -- I was thinking of an Elvis song, how the Jordanaires sing with Elvis.



It's a funny juxtaposition. It also has melodies, on top of it, that I would want 
not
 to have the blues in it -- more abstract, so you have that combination. That's something I learned from Charles Ives, too. I love Ives's music, how he's sometimes using tunes in his symphonies. But I wouldn't quote the actual tune. I like to create my own.
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At Venice Biennale, Israel's Show Is Halted, but Protests Go On



The country's exhibition was already closed after its artist refused to exhibit her work until there was a cease-fire and hostage deal in Gaza. But that didn't calm the discontent.




Protesters gathered outside the Israel and United States pavilions at the Venice Biennale on Wednesday.




By Zachary Small


Apr 17, 2024


The Israel pavilion at the Venice Biennale is closed this year, since its creative team decided not to exhibit work until there was a cease-fire and hostage deal in Gaza, but it was nonetheless the site of a large demonstration on Wednesday that drew more than 100 protesters.



"Viva, viva Palestina!" the protesters chanted as they marched through the gardens where much of the Biennale takes place. The protest was organized by a mix of artists involved in the Biennale and activists not affiliated with the event. "We gather as arts workers to refuse silence," one demonstrator shouted to a crowd of onlookers.



Tensions surfaced in February, when activist groups began calling on the Biennale 
to ban Israel from the event
 over its conduct of the 
war in Gaza
. Since the Oct. 7 Hamas-led attacks in Israel, in which Israeli officials said about 1,200 people were killed and 240 taken hostage, and Israel's campaign in Gaza, which the authorities there say has killed more than 33,000 people, 
protests have rippled through the art world
.



The Biennale's organizers and Italy's government affirmed Israel's right to participate this year, but when the media preview began on Tuesday, visitors to the pavilion found the doors locked. Ruth Patir, the artist chosen to represent Israel at the Biennale, had 
refused to open her exhibition
, posting a sign on the window that the pavilion would remain shut until "a cease-fire and hostage release agreement is reached."



But Patir's action was not enough to calm the discontent among many artists at the event, which opens to the public on Saturday. During the preview week, attendance is restricted to art world figures, including artists, curators, gallerists and critics.



"I think it is the right place to make a protest," said Maj Hasager, the rector of the Malmo Art Academy in Sweden, who watched the protest. "We need to lay out the different positions, and there is no Palestine pavilion," she added.




The protest was organized by a mix of artists involved in the Biennale and activists not affiliated with the event.




Mo Salemy, an artist and curator who joined the demonstration, said he was also critical of the United States, which is exhibiting art by 
Jeffrey Gibson
 that he said touched on the genocide of Native Americans. "They are displaying works about a genocide that happened 300 years ago," Salemy said. "So I guess in 300 years, there will be a show about Palestine here."



Although the protest was loud and noticeable, it did not disrupt the exhibitions in the Biennale gardens. The event's organizers did not immediately respond to a request for comment about the protest.



Nearly 90 countries are presenting pavilions at this year's Biennale. There is also a larger international exhibition, organized this year by the Brazilian curator 
Adriano Pedrosa
 under the title "Foreigners Everywhere," with contributions from 331 artists.



Israel has been the subject of protests at the Biennale for several decades. In 1982, after the country 
invaded Lebanon
, an Italian communist organization exploded a bomb outside the Israel pavilion. In 2015, activists protesting working conditions of Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
briefly occupied
 the pavilion and the Peggy Guggenheim Collection, a nearby museum.



When Patir announced on Tuesday that her exhibition at the Israel pavilion would remain closed, she posted a statement on her website that read: "The decision by the artist and curators is not to cancel themselves nor the exhibition; rather, they choose to take a stance in solidarity with the families of the hostages and the large community in Israel who is calling for change."




Mo Salemy, a curator who joined the demonstration, said he was also protesting the United States, which is showing work by Jeffrey Gibson that Salemy said touched on the genocide of Native Americans.




Reactions to Patir's decision were mixed.



Omar Barghouti, a founding committee member of the Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel, an activist movement, said in a statement to the art publication 
Hyperallergic
 that the Israeli artist and curators had "accepted to represent Israel during its ongoing massacres and are now trying to distance themselves from its far-right government" because of "pressure from conscientious artists."



But some artists at the Biennale applauded Patir's action. "This is a very strong and powerful message," said Iva Lulashi, the artist representing Albania. "Ruth Patir put the value of peace and life above her own career and personal fulfillment."



Sarah Rifky, a curator, joined the protest after learning about it from other attendees at the Biennale. "There is a power in coming together," Rifky said. "I think it is extremely liberating to be able to chant 'Free Palestine' in the context that is symbolically important in front of the pavilions of Israel, the United States and Germany."



Julia Halperin
 contributed reporting.
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Before She Became Music's Greatest Teacher, She Wrote an Opera



Nadia Boulanger's "La Ville Morte" was repeatedly thwarted by death and World War I, then nearly lost. Finally, it is having its American premiere.




Nadia Boulanger in 1937. Her opera, "La Ville Morte," which the conductor Neal Goren called "wildly rich and gorgeous." will have its American premiere at Catapult Opera.




By Joshua Barone


Apr 17, 2024


In March 1912, the famous violinist and composer Eugene Ysaye visited the home of his fellow musician Raoul Pugno in Paris. At the piano, Pugno played and sang through "La Ville Morte," an opera he was writing with 
Nadia Boulanger
, a mentee-turned-collaborator 35 years his junior.



"Of this very private performance," Ysaye wrote to Boulanger later that month, "I keep the most profound and happiest impression." The opera, he told her, was "so beautiful, so sound, so poignant."



"La Ville Morte" was the most ambitious project of Boulanger's young composing career. And once it took shape, with a piano-vocal score completed that summer, she wrote under the final measures, "Alleluia!!!!"



But one thing after another kept "La Ville Morte" from reaching the stage. In 1914, Pugno, an essential partner in selling it to the public, died. World War I broke out, delaying the planned premiere, not for the last time. Several years later, Boulanger's dear sister, the composer Lili Boulanger, died, too, and Nadia virtually stopped writing or promoting her own music.




Robin Guarino, center, the director of "La Ville Morte" for Catapult Opera, rehearses with the singers. Guarino said she was amazed by the score and the "feminism sizzling under the surface."




Boulanger would instead go on to become one of the greatest music teachers in history -- a formative figure for titans of the 20th century, like Aaron Copland and Elliott Carter, and other legends, including Quincy Jones, Burt Bacharach and Philip Glass.



Hardly discussed as a composer, Boulanger died, in 1979, with "La Ville Morte" as more of a footnote than the true feat it was. Its full score was lost, and it has never been performed in the United States; it wasn't even staged until this century. On Friday, though, it is having its 
American premiere at NYU Skirball
 in a production by 
Catapult Opera
, featuring a new orchestration that reveals it, the conductor Neal Goren said, as "wildly rich and gorgeous."



"I had no idea that Boulanger had composed an opera before this," said Goren, Catapult's founder and artistic director, who was presented with "La Ville Morte" while searching for an opera by a woman for the company. "I was totally taken with it. It's like a cross between 'Parsifal' and 'Pelleas.'"



Boulanger and Pugno composed to a libretto by the celebrated Italian writer Gabriele d'Annunzio, based on his play "La Citta Morta," which had arrived in Paris under a French translation, "La Ville Morte," starring Sarah Bernhardt, in 1898.



Pugno had been a major supporter of Boulanger's career after she finished studying at the Paris Conservatory in 1904, not yet 18 years old. They had met while she was a student, and their relationship was one of both friendship and romance.



It's not known when they started thinking about "La Ville Morte," but scholars writing in the 2020 collection "
Nadia Boulanger and Her World
" -- including Alexandra Laederach and the co-authors Jeanice Brooks and Kimberly Francis -- have found mentions of the composition in Boulanger's long-unavailable correspondence and daybooks. One entry, on May 22, 1910, says, "We wrote the first notes of 'La Ville Morte.'"




Laurie Rubin and Joshua Dennis rehearsing "La Ville Morte."




Details about the opera's genesis are hazy, particularly when it comes to the division of labor. That speaks to how truly collaborative it was -- but also to how less seriously the music world took Boulanger than Pugno at this early stage of her career. She was building a respectable catalog, of both chamber and orchestral works, yet relied on Pugno's reputation to generate interest in "La Ville Morte."



Laederach describes the first manuscript of the piano-vocal score as "a precious source in which one can clearly distinguish two types of handwriting, always overlapping and complementary." But Pugno didn't give the public that impression. In her biography "
Nadia Boulanger: A Life in Music
," Leonie Rosenstiel recounts a 1912 interview that he gave to Ward Stephens in The Musician, in which, when asked what he was up to, he replied, "This summer I am unusually busy writing an opera." Nowhere does he mention Boulanger.



She was also occasionally unhappy with both d'Annunzio and Pugno, who didn't seem to match her ambition and eagerness to complete "La Ville Morte." One ambivalent entry into her daybook that Brooks and Francis found says:



Together, Pugno and Boulanger worked to get "La Ville Morte" onstage. They performed the score together, both singing at a piano. There was talk of premiering it at the Paris Opera, but it landed at the Opera Comique, whose leader, Pierre-Barthelemy Gheusi, penciled it in for 1914. At the beginning of that year, Pugno fell ill and died in Moscow during a concert tour with Boulanger. When the war broke out, Gheusi canceled all productions and went on to serve in the French army.




Guarino, the director, and Neal Goren, the conductor. "I was totally taken with it," Goren said of the opera. "It's like a cross between 'Parsifal' and 'Pelleas.'"




After the war, he was removed from the company. D'Annunzio was no longer invested in "La Ville Morte," and none of the work's other supporters were still alive. Although Boulanger would later speak unfavorably about her compositions, her actions regarding the opera spoke otherwise. She befriended a young Leonard Bernstein, and gave him a copy of the score. (Whether it was the piano-vocal or full version isn't known.) He expressed interest in performing it, but didn't follow through.



G. Schirmer published the piano-vocal score, which is how Goren first encountered the opera. He was asked to commission an orchestration; Joseph Stillwell and Stephan Cwik made one for 11 players, with the help of David Conte, a former Boulanger protege.



Beyond the music, though, the opera needed work, said Robin Guarino, who is directing the Catapult production (which first ran at the Greek National Opera earlier this year). "There were redundancies in the text and some basic editing that had to be done," she said. "Boulanger would have done this herself had there been a world premiere."



Once the opera came together, Guarino found herself amazed by what she was seeing and hearing, a mysterious and dramatic tale that unfurls with a score of lush poetry and, she said, "feminism sizzling under the surface."



Listeners will hear music redolent of Debussy and Wagner, Goren said, but also of Rachmaninoff and Stravinsky. There is even some proto-jazz. "You can hear everything from the period reflected in this score," he added. "There are basically two types of composers: synthesizers and innovators. I'm hoping that people will see her as a serious, valid composer, because she was the supreme synthesizer."
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Critic's Notebook



In Belfast and Ballybeg, Forging a Bolder Future



"Agreement," at Irish Arts Center, and "Philadelphia, Here I Come!," at Irish Repertory Theater, have a timeless feel, rooted in their eras and resonant in ours.




Andrea Irvine as Mo Mowlam, British secretary of state for Northern Ireland, and Michael Hutson as Prime Minister Tony Blair hammering out a peace plan for Northern Ireland in "Agreement."




By Laura Collins-Hughes


Apr 17, 2024


In more placid times, it would be downright bizarre to classify Owen McCafferty's political drama "
Agreement
" as feel-good entertainment.



In these fraught, belligerent times, though, there is comfort, even a twinge of hope, in the play's retelling of the knotty negotiations that finally made an enduring peace possible in Northern Ireland.
 
Part of the United Kingdom, it was long violently divided between Catholics and the Protestant majority, with republicans wanting the region to join the predominantly Catholic Republic of Ireland and
 
unionists vehemently opposed. After decades of blood-soaked warring -- and bitter, sectarian score-keeping about who did what to whom -- 
the Good Friday Agreement
 pointed a different way forward.



It sounds like the makings of theater for wonks, doesn't it? Seven politicians holed up together in Belfast in April 1998, battling their way toward consensus as the clock ticks down. Tony Blair, the British prime minister, has a family vacation to get to in Spain, so they need to complete the deal by Thursday. In Charlotte Westenra's impeccably acted production for Lyric Theater, Belfast, the group blows past that deadline and a delirious dream ballet erupts -- all of these exhausted people suddenly dancing.



"Agreement," at Irish Arts Center in Manhattan, is generally less colorful than that, and its barrage of contentious details can be overwhelming. But really, negotiations are stuck on the same few specifics: power sharing, economic cooperation, the decommissioning of paramilitary weapons and the release of prisoners.



The show's most teasing joke is having the career pacifist John Hume (Dan Gordon), the gentlest pol in the room, ask the audience whether there's any need for him to explain an elusive central point yet again. Whereupon he does not clarify.



"You all get it, don't you?" Hume says, moving briskly along. "And if you haven't -- pay attention!"



In the rushing current of this play, what buoys us isn't the particularities but rather the personalities. Mo Mowlam (Andrea Irvine), the 
flagrantly unpretentious
 British secretary of state for Northern Ireland and the only woman in the mix; Gerry Adams (Chris Corrigan), the leader of Sinn Fein, the political wing of the Irish Republican Army, who turns out to be good for a wisecrack at a urinal; Bertie Ahern (Ronan Leahy), the Irish premier, freshly in mourning for his mother and showing up anyway -- this is a charismatic bunch.



With the American special envoy George Mitchell (Richard Croxford), the former Senator, as a kind of interloper-facilitator, they are quite likable, mostly, despite Blair (Martin Hutson) being besotted with his smiley self, and the men's sexist sidelining of Mowlam. Her lack of vanity is in stark contrast to the obstructive male egotism on display. Radiation treatments have made her hair fall out, but when her wig gets too hot, she takes it off. Puts her stocking feet up on her desk, too.



The most maddeningly intransigent negotiator is the pinstriped David Trimble (Ruairi Conaghan), soon to become first minister of Northern Ireland. He is alienating in his stubbornness, yet he and Hume will share that year's Nobel Peace Prize.



In honoring the healing accord reached in Belfast, the Nobel Committee 
said
 it hoped "that the foundations which have now been laid will not only lead to lasting peace in Northern Ireland, but also serve to inspire peaceful solutions to other religious, ethnic and national conflicts around the world."



That, of course, is why "Agreement," with its universal title, is a meditation for this moment: because peacemaking is a human emergency, very much ongoing.




From left, A.J. Shively and David McElwee in "Philadelphia, Here I Come!," an Irish Repertory Theater production.




The drama is similarly timeless over at Irish Repertory Theater, where Ciaran O'Reilly has staged a stellar, stinging revival of Brian Friel's 1964 comedy, "
Philadelphia, Here I Come!
" Part of the company's seasonlong Friel Project, it is the work of a director who understands the play in his very bones.



O'Reilly directed it 
in 2005
, acted in it 
in 1990
, and shares some biography with Gar, its young protagonist, who is preparing to leave his home in fictional, claustrophobically small Ballybeg, County Donegal, for the United States. O'Reilly, Irish Rep's producing director, was 19 when he quit his Irish hometown.



Set on the eve of Gar's departure, "Philadelphia" is both very funny and liable to take a sharp little dagger to your heart as it ponders the guts it takes to leave home for another country, and the guts it takes to forge a future where you've always been. At its center is an impeccable double act: David McElwee as the timid, external Gar and A.J. Shively as the garrulous, unconstrained Gar inside his head.



At 25, Gar wants nothing more desperately than for his taciturn, widowed father (O'Reilly) to love him in a way he can at least detect, but the gulf between them, even at the same dinner table, might as well be an ocean wide.



The play's whipsaw emotional balance is complex, delicate, subtle. This superb production delineates it all.



Agreement



Through May 12 at Irish Arts Center, Manhattan; 
irishartscenter.org
. Running time: 1 hour 40 minutes.



Philadelphia, Here I Come!



Through May 5 at Irish Repertory Theater, Manhattan; 
irishrep.org
. Running time: 2 hours 15 minutes.
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Thursday Ends a 13-Year Break From New Music With a Pointed Song



"Application for Release From the Dream," which the band released Friday, marks the beginning of a fresh era for a group that helped bring emo to the mainstream.




Members of Thursday, from left: Stuart Richardson, Geoff Rickly, Steven Pedulla, Norman Brannon (seated) and Tucker Rule. The band had posted a goodbye note on its website in 2011.




By Ian Cohen


Apr 12, 2024


Thursday, the band 
once described
 as the "great screamo hope" for helping break the shouty punk subgenre into the mainstream with its 2001 album "Full Collapse," has returned with its first new song in 13 years on Friday, "Application for Release From the Dream." The title alone underscores just how drastically things have changed for Thursday and its peers over the past two decades: Emo has evolved from a niche concern to a form of classic rock, and the artists who put it on the map are now in their late 40s, navigating a very different kind of life.



Geoff Rickly, the band's gregarious, garrulous frontman, spent the past decade as a multitasker in Brooklyn's art scenes before documenting his path to sobriety with his 2023 literary debut, "Someone Who Isn't Me
.
" In the past, the band's songwriting process might start with "a Times Square hotel and a bag of coke," he said, and would likely end with the lifelong friends barely on speaking terms.



"When we write, we fight," Rickly, 45, explained in a video interview last week. But the band has enjoyed a detente since a 2016 reunion spurred by Atlanta's Wrecking Ball Festival, a short-lived celebration of hardcore music. "I've been getting along so well with my brothers, I don't want to fight any more."



Thursday -- Rickly, the guitarist Steven Pedulla, 49, and the drummer Tucker Rule, 45 -- got its start in the New Jersey hardcore D.I.Y. scene, playing basements and VFW halls, and rose to become one of the leaders of a movement where melodies were often secondary to raw poetics. Though the genre quickly devolved into often-unintentional self-parody, over the past 15 years, emo has been undergoing both a re-examination and a resurgence. A new generation has been drawn into its emotional eruptions while purposefully pushing back on its Warped Tour stereotype of white men writing vengefully about exes -- reflecting the post-#MeToo climate by holding even the biggest bands accountable for their past offenses and elevating more diverse viewpoints.



When Thursday posted a goodbye note on its website on Nov. 22, 2011, the band didn't rule out live performances. "At the height of our thing where things are tense and there's all this pressure, you go, 'What would it be like to have a normal life?'" Pedulla explained. "And now all these years later, man, I'm really miserable when I'm not doing the band."



"Application for Release From the Dream" has been a work in progress over the past year, with Rickly shuttling back and forth between New York and the band's New Jersey studio. The track builds from moody to explosive, striking a happy medium between Thursday's strident early work and its final full-length, "No
 
Devolucion
,
"
 
which presaged a pivot of former hardcore artists to shoegaze and dream-pop. But Thursday has no plans to make a true follow-up to "No Devolucion," describing its new model as recording and releasing singles as it writes them.



For the duration of Thursday's first run, the band seemed magnetized toward volatility and interpersonal conflict. "Now we know how to cry in front of each other," Rule joked. Its second album, "Full Collapse,"
 
became a surprise hit in 2001 as the genre finally began to make inroads on alt-rock radio. The gangly, gaptoothed Rickly cut a charismatic figure during Thursday's chaotic live sets, performing with a coiled intensity that earned comparisons to Ian Curtis and Kurt Cobain.




"Application for Release From the Dream" has been a work in progress over the past year, with Rickly shuttling back and forth between New York and the band's New Jersey studio.




Island/Def Jam eventually won a bidding war, buying Thursday out of an indie contract. Ultimately, however, the group's major label albums underperformed, alienating hardcore fans who shunned radio (and, increasingly, paying for music) and failing to draw in new listeners who saw "emo" as the realm of MTV-friendly bands like Fall Out Boy and My Chemical Romance, whose debut was produced by Rickly.



Toward the end of Thursday's first run, touring had become a chore. Rule recalled pantomiming a clock-punching motion before taking the stage, laying bare the worst possible scenario for the band since its members dropped out of Rutgers University as teenagers: Thursday had curdled into a deadening day job that most people would still dream of occupying, leaving them feeling "both underpaid and greedy," Rickly said.



After the band's split, Rule kept busy as a session drummer, including a long stint with the British boy band the Wanted. Pedulla returned to a steady gig doing film work, while Rickly's curiosity and conviviality resulted in a series of fiascoes. His puckish, conceptual hardcore supergroup United Nations was hit with a cease-and-desist from the actual United Nations. In 2013, Rickly was mugged at gunpoint, an event that plays an integral role in "Someone Who Isn't Me
," 
a surrealist, 
autofictional
 account of kicking heroin through an experimental treatment with 
the drug ibogaine
. He worked with No Devotion, a band featuring former members of Lostprophets, whose ex-frontman was convicted of child sex abuse, and kept busy at Collect Records, an indie label that dissolved in 2015 after outrage over its benefactor Martin Shkreli.



By the time Thursday re-emerged from its hiatus in 2016, it had endured the recession of emo's third wave and stood on high moral ground. "They went through the major label machine, but always kept their values intact," Jeremy Bolm of the hardcore band Touche Amore said.



"Full Collapse" had served as a sonic touchstone not just for the thriving emo revival, but for metal bands like Deafheaven. And for all of his troubles, Rickly -- a spirited social media user who forged friendships with writers, musicians, artists, poets and chefs -- had managed to ingratiate himself as a fixture in New York's arts and food scenes.



Dan Ozzi, the author of the 2021 book "Sellout," which charts how major labels chased punky bands with loyal followings, acknowledged that Rickly's social skills have played a major role in Thursday's sustained relevance, but said the band's songs also simply hold up. "A lot of Thursday's peers have aged like milk," he said in an interview. "You go see them at these emo nostalgia festivals and realize you're watching a 45-year-old dude sing murder fantasies about his high school girlfriend." Thursday, by contrast, "were always on a higher, more intellectual level."



But like so many bands of its era with bills to pay and a reputation to uphold, Thursday isn't above indulging in emo nostalgia. "I used to get really bummed on being like, 'We're doing "Full Collapse" tonight,'" Rule admitted.



This wore on Rickly as well, until a conversation with Mikey Way of My Chemical Romance around the time the two bands teamed up for an anniversary tour helped put things into perspective. "We were talking about how much better things are now, not because we're standing on the stage in an arena," he said. "This is life after death for the band, there's nothing to prove," he added. "Stop worrying about like, 'Do I even like these old songs?' Of course you do, they're great songs."



Even with the obvious benefits of a traditional album release -- more press, more touring opportunities -- self-releasing singles makes sense in light of Thursday's struggles with corporations. It's also a better fit for a more fluid iteration of Thursday: Original members such as the guitarist Tom Keeley and the bassist Tim Payne are still intermittently involved, but the band is now a core trio surrounded by friends and collaborators who can come and go at will, including the bassist Stuart Richardson, of No Devotion, and the guitarist Norman Brannon, formerly of the short-lived emo icons Texas Is the Reason.



"Norman said that being in a band is like being married to five guys, and being in Thursday's like being in an open marriage with five guys," Rickly joked.



The band will support the new song with a run of small shows in the Northeast that it sees as part of a spiritual journey to the past when it would release 7" records and play basements with no expectations. "We're doing it 
because
 it's hard," Rickly said. "We need nobody to blame but ourselves."



Rickly had many reasons to be wary of a true reboot; his own crippling perfectionism, the expectations of Thursday fans still clinging to their copies of "Full Collapse," even his own peers. "A lot of our friends and bands that we love have gotten back together and made reunion records that are just the worst," he said.



But ultimately, he had to weigh his personal misgivings against the one thing the trio could unequivocally agree upon -- being in Thursday is difficult, but 
not 
being Thursday is worse. "You know, we got into it all over again," Rickly said and shrugged. "And it was painful. And it turns out it was totally worth it. Thank God."
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La Scala Opera Taps an Italian to Be Its Next Leader



Fortunato Ortombina, the general director of Teatro La Fenice, Venice's opera house, will succeed Dominique Meyer, a respected French impresario.




Fortunato Ortombina in Milan in 2018.




By Elisabetta Povoledo


Apr 16, 2024


The Teatro alla Scala in Milan, one of the world's most prestigious and storied opera houses, announced Tuesday that its next leader would be Fortunato Ortombina, who is currently general director of Venice's opera house, Teatro La Fenice.



Ortombina will succeed Dominique Meyer, a respected French impresario who has run La Scala since 2020 and who previously led the Vienna State Opera. The appointment of Ortombina comes as Italy's current national government has made it clear that it favors homegrown talent over foreigners at major cultural posts.



"A decision has finally been reached," Mayor Giuseppe Sala of Milan, who is the chairman of the foundation that runs the opera house, said Tuesday after a board meeting. The appointment of Ortombina ended months of speculation and whispers in the opera world.



Italy's culture minister, Gennaro Sangiuliano, enthusiastically welcomed the appointment on Tuesday. "After three foreign general directors, Stephane Lissner, Alexander Pereira and Dominique Meyer, an Italian returns to La Scala," he said in a statement, which noted that the 
practice of Italian opera singing
 had recently been added to UNESCO's intangible cultural heritage list.



Ortombina's appointment was unanimous, Sala said Tuesday. It was widely expected, and followed months of rejected candidates, crossed vetoes pitting board members against lawmakers at the local and national levels, and even a new law instituting age limits for theater leaders that critics said was intended to oust the foreigners who hold such posts.



The haggling had risked putting politics and vested interests ahead of the theater's artistic legacy, said Alberto Mattioli, an opera critic who recently published 
a book
 about Italy's opera houses and their history. "It's all been a power game" over appointments, while omitting discussion of cultural policy or a vision for the theater and its "core business, opera," he said.




A concert at La Scala, in Milan, in February. 




Sangiuliano, the culture minister, said that Ortombina's nomination was "an excellent solution," knowing that La Scala "is a prestigious symbol of the nation that projects a positive Italy in the world," the minister added.



Last May, Italy's conservative government passed a law that said the general directors of the country's 13 state-run opera theaters could not serve beyond their 70th birthday, a measure critics said had been meant to purge theaters of foreign general directors.



Meyer, who before running La Scala and the Vienna State Opera was the artistic director of the Theatre des Champs-Elysees in Paris and the general director of the Lausanne Opera in Switzerland, will turn 70 next year. But Sala said at a news conference Tuesday that according to legal experts consulted by the board, the age cap did not apply to La Scala, which is governed by a different statute than other opera theaters.



The law capping the age limit at 70 initially caused a ruckus at the San Carlo theater in Naples, which moved to 
dismiss Lissner
, also French, who had turned 70 midway through his term as the general director. A labor court reinstated Lissner after his lawyers challenged the grounds for his dismissal.



After taking office in September, Ortombina will consult with the board and the theater's orchestra to select a music director. Sala said the current director, Riccardo Chailly, would remain until 2026, conducting La Scala's Dec. 7 season premieres -- an annual cultural highlight in Italy -- in 2024 and 2025. The board expressed a preference for Daniele Gatti, currently the musical director of the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino, to succeed him.



Ortombina will take over La Scala in September.



Sala said that Meyer, whose term officially ends on Feb. 28, 2025, had been asked to stay on until Aug. 1 of that year. Meyer has not said whether he would accept the extension.



Ortombina, 63, is no stranger to La Scala. He served as coordinator of the theater's artistic direction from 2003 to 2007, then left to become the artistic director at La Fenice. He became La Fenice's general director in 2017.



With his background in musical studies, as an artistic director and then general director, Ortombina was "a step in the right direction," said Mattioli, the critic.



Sala on Tuesday acknowledged the tense negotiations that had led to the appointment, saying that the board had "done everything for the good of La Scala, for its dignity and in fairness."
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Caitlin Clark and the Best-Dressed at the W.N.B.A. Draft



The next class of basketball stars are ready for their close-ups. Finally, fashion is paying attention.




Angel Reese of L.S.U., Caitlin Clark of Iowa and Cameron Brink of Stanford before the W.N.B.A. draft on Monday.




By Vanessa Friedman


Apr 16, 2024


When it comes to peacocks, it's hard to beat male athletes. Their 
tunnel walks
 have been painstakingly documented; their fits have dominated the draft day conversations for the 
N.B.A
. and the 
N.F.L
.; their love of Vuitton and Hermes has been parlayed into brands of their own.



But on Monday evening at the W.N.B.A. draft, following the 
most-watched women's college basketball game in history
 and the most-watched basketball game at any level since 2019, that all changed. Caitlin Clark, Angel Reese and Cameron Brink, among others, saw that style marker and raised it one.



Well, they are elite competitors -- in image-making as on the court. Fashion, it seems, has finally figured that out. Stylists and brands are waking up and reaching out.



"People are seeing us for who we are now," said Rickea Jackson, the No. 4 pick of the night, who is going to the Los Angeles Sparks.



It started with Ms. Clark, the No. 1 pick, who is going to the Indiana Fever and continued her record-breaking streak by becoming the first basketball player, man or woman, to be fully decked out by Prada for the draft.



She wore a white satin miniskirt and oversize shirt with rhinestone buttons and a cropped rhinestone top, tinted aviators and black sling-backs, and she carried a small patent leather Prada bag. The net effect was very "future of my sport." Prada had approached her, she said, or at least her styling team, which is a coronation of a different sort.



She wasn't the only one to go haute. Ms. Reese, the seventh pick, going to the Chicago Sky, worked with Naomi Elizee, the Vogue fashion editor who had styled her for 
her draft declaration
 in that magazine, and looked as if she had taken a side road on her way to the Met Gala. See her backless Bronx and Banco silver knit dress with a plunging V-neck and hood and coordinating Christian Louboutin pumps, which she duly name-checked in her strut down the orange carpet.



"I wanted something that was going to pop," Ms. Reese said of her dress. And she wanted to seize the moment. "I don't want to just be a great basketball player," she said. "I want to leave my impact. I want to be a model. I can cook. I can do hair. I can do nails. I can do it all."




The W.N.B.A. draftees on Monday.




That is, in the end, why all of this matters. Fashion is the fastest route to personal branding, which leads to influence, which leads to an even bigger stage. Not to mention endorsements, no small consideration given the continuing salary disparities between men and women in professional basketball. (Ms. Clark's 
starting salary
 will be $76,535.)



So there was Ms. Brink, chosen second and going to the Los Angeles Sparks, in a black and white asymmetric Balmain gown with a slit to the upper thigh and a rose on one shoulder. She found the dress with the help of the stylist for the actress and Sweet July founder Ayesha Curry (her husband, Steph Curry, being Ms. Brink's godbrother).



And there was Alissa Pili, of Samaoan and Indigenous Alaskan descent, who was chosen by the Minnesota Lynx, and who worked with the designer Jason Wu to make a dress that, she said, paid honor to her heritage and the people who got her to the draft. Hence the gold Polynesian print on the skirt and a silhouette cut to showcase the tribal tattoos on her leg and shoulder and, she said, "to represent them on the biggest stage."



There was a lot of white, not just on Ms. Clark but also on Aaliyah Edwards (No. 6, Washington Mystics), who carried a crystal handbag shaped like a basketball, because, she said, "I always have a ball in my hand," and Celeste Taylor (No. 15, Indiana Fever).



Also red, on Kamilla Cardoso, the No. 3 pick, going to the Chicago Sky, who wore a sharply tailored suit, and Ms. Jackson, who, taking a page from the Oscar red carpet, swapped the crimson bustier and trousers she had worn on the orange carpet with some Cartier crystal sunglasses for a sparkling silver suit when she took the draft stage.



The looks "gave two different vibes, so I said, 'Why not?'" Ms. Jackson said. She found them with the help of Tasha Hartzog, a stylist who had messaged her on Instagram. "The first was Detroit fierce, and I am from Detroit, and the second was more glitz and glam," Ms. Jackson said. "I know that where I'm going I am going to want to style it. And I want to be big."



The point, she continued, is "the bigger you get, the more people that brings, the more eyes, the more money."



"We are people outside of basketball," she said. "You have your own brand." Even if she and her draft mates are only at the beginning of their careers.



"One day, the ball is going to stop bouncing," she said. "So you want to have things in place for what's next."
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Salman Rushdie Is Again the Toast of Literary Manhattan



Nearly two years after he was stabbed, he was in fine form as he greeted his fellow writers at a party celebrating his candid memoir, "Knife."




Salman Rushdie with the journalist Gay Talese and his wife, the poet Rachel Eliza Griffiths, at a party on Thursday night.




By Alex Vadukul


Apr 12, 2024


Three security guards stood along a leafy street in the West Village of Manhattan on Thursday evening, watching as a procession of writers, editors and publishing industry veterans entered the Waverly Inn restaurant for a book party.



The security team was present because this wasn't just any book party.



It was a gathering for the release of "Knife: Meditations After an Attempted Murder," a new 
memoir
 by Salman Rushdie, in which he examines how his life was altered by a violent stabbing nearly two years ago, when he was 
attacked
 onstage at the Chautauqua Institution in western New York.



The episode temporarily placed Mr. Rushdie on a ventilator and left him blind in his right eye. (The suspect, 
Hadi Matar
, has pleaded not guilty to charges of attempted murder and assault.)



When Mr. Rushdie, 76, arrived in the Waverly Inn's garden, friends and fellow writers hugged him. He wore a pink shirt, a blazer and a pair of eyeglasses with a black-tinted right lens. His wife, the poet 
Rachel Eliza Griffiths
, stood at his side.



The room filled with literary power players, including the agent 
Andrew Wylie
, the writer Marlon James and the editor Graydon Carter, whose digital publication, 
Air Mail
, hosted the event.




Graydon Carter, left, greeting a guest at his restaurant, the Waverly Inn, where the party took place.




The actor and singer 
Tony Danza
 was also there for Mr. Rushdie.



"The writing process is catharsis," Mr. Danza said. "If Salman is using this book to process the horrible thing that happened to him, that takes guts."



The memoir is under a strict embargo, so there were no copies of the book at the party. And because Anderson Cooper has conducted an 
interview
 with Mr. Rushdie set to air on 
"60 Minutes"
 on Sunday, he wasn't fielding many questions from journalists. But he did take a moment to describe why he had decided to write a memoir in the wake of the attack, rather than another novel.



"Well, I tried to write other things afterward, but they were all nonsense," Mr. Rushdie said. "So I decided that I finally had to pay attention to the elephant in the room."



The attempt on his life came more than three decades after the leader of Iran, 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
, issued a 
fatwa
 calling for Mr. Rushdie's death after the publication of his novel "The Satanic Verses," which fictionalized parts of the life of the Prophet Muhammad and included depictions that many Muslims considered blasphemous. Major book chains refused to stock the book for a time, and Mr. Rushdie lived in hiding for nearly a decade
.




The writer Lisa Taddeo and the actor Tony Danza were among those who turned out for Mr. Rushdie.





The writers Marlon James, Ms. Griffiths and Sloane Crosley having a laugh.




At the party, 
Gay Talese
 recalled how, after the fatwa was issued in 1989, writers including himself, Norman Mailer and Susan Sontag participated in a PEN America 
public reading
 of selections from "The Satanic Verses" to support him.



"Me and Mailer and Sontag, we 
wondered
 if we were going to be shot," Mr. Talese said. "The question was whether there would be someone in the audience who would avenge further for the Ayatollah."



"Thirty years of being a marked man of letters, can you imagine living like that?" Mr. Talese added. "I'd only hope to have the same kind of grace that Salman has living with such a circumstance. For a man afflicted with such tragedy and disturbance in his life, he's still such a cheerful guy."



Indeed, as the book party got going, 
Mr. Rushdie
 seemed in touch with his inner social butterfly. While he made the rounds, guests commented on how his recent trauma hadn't diminished his reputation as a social literary lion.



Nursing a margarita with a salted rim, the author 
Gary Shteyngart
 said that Mr. Rushdie looked undaunted. "Anytime you go to a good party now, there he is, still out there, and God bless him for that," he said. "It's a big screw you to anyone out there who would imagine doing something to him."




The novelist Gary Shteyngart, with a salted margarita.




Molly Jong-Fast
, the writer and political commentator, reminisced about encountering Mr. Rushdie while out and about in London years ago.



"I remember being at parties as a teen in London in the 1990s, and I'd always see him, and I'd think, 'Wait, doesn't half the world want to kill this guy right now?'" Ms. Jong-Fast said. "I always thought he was a badass."



The room grew rowdier as the evening progressed, resembling the gin-soaked Manhattan book parties of old, minus the cigarette smoke. Amid the crowd were also young stars of the city's literary scene, like Kiara Barrow, a cofounding editor of 
The Drift
, and 
Karah Preiss
, who started the Instagram book club 
Belletrist
 with Emma Roberts.



When the party finally died down, guests headed out into a nighttime drizzle. Mr. Rushdie stayed behind to have dinner with friends. His security team kept watch while they ate in an adjacent red leather booth.



The writer 
Sloane Crosley
, a longtime friend of Mr. Rushdie, said that she was glad to see him in such good form. But she remembered when his health seemed more precarious months after the attack, during an intimate gathering celebrating the release of his novel 
"Victory City."



"I saw him when he made this appearance not that long after it all happened, but even then he still had his wit and grace," Ms. Crosley said. "I went up to hug him, but I was nervous, and I didn't want to squeeze him too hard. I remember he told me, 'What's the point of it all if you can't squeeze too hard?'"
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Most Styles-ish



15 Looks That Did the Most at Coachella



The music festival had plenty of memorable fashion. Most (but not all) of it was ostentatious.








By Anthony Rotunno


Apr 15, 2024


There was no shortage of celebrities onstage last weekend at the first installment of this year's 
Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival
 in Southern California, where Doja Cat, Billie Eilish and even Will Smith performed.



Ms. Eilish surprised spectators by joining Lana del Rey for the folk-rock singer's first Coachella set since 2014. Mr. Smith, who started his career as a rapper, also shocked many in the audience 
by performing a rendition
 of his song "Men in Black" with dancers dressed as aliens during the reggaeton singer J Balvin's set.



But some of the highest-profile performers at the festival weren't there to work: 
Rihanna and ASAP Rocky
, along with Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce, came as spectators, even if neither couple could exactly blend in with the crowd.



At Coachella -- an orgy of brand activations, parties and musical performances -- celebrities are but one reliable component. 
Another is fashion
, which typically tends toward the ostentatious. That was mostly the case last weekend, during which these 15 looks stood out -- some for being opulent, others for being over-the-top and a couple for being surprisingly simple.



Doja Cat: Most Harebrained!




Hair with boots to match.




Of the many outfits
 worn by the singer and rapper during her set, this get-up involving few clothes and strategically arranged extensions might have stolen the show -- if only by a hair.



Gwen Stefani: Most Hollaback Girl!




No doubt she was feeling good in this outfit.




The singer, who reunited with No Doubt at Coachella, harked back to her punk style as the band's lead singer in an ensemble that mixed plaids with mesh.



Jon Batiste: Most Pretty in Pink!




Barbie would approve. 




A jeweled choker and a silver bracelet added sparkle to the musician and band leader's 
iridescent pink suit
.



Ice Spice: Most Tied Up!




Icy hot.




Instead of copper curls, the rapper had flowing orange-red locks, which she wore with a skintight, lacy I.AM.GIA bodysuit with ties at the legs, arms and chest.



Shakira: Most Unraveled!




All the colors of a flame.




The singer, who at Coachella announced a world tour promoting 
her new album
, took the stage in a fiery shredded minidress that exposed plenty of skin and resembled a knitting project.



Lil Uzi Vert: Most 'Seinfeld'!




Completing the look was a sizable pendant necklace.




A difference between this voluminous white top and "
the puffy shirt
" that inspired punchlines on "Seinfeld"? The rapper wore this version with bravado.



Paris Hilton: Most 'Cowboy Carter'!




Yee-haw!




While Beyonce was not present at Coachella, her presence was felt in 
Western-inspired outfits
, like this pairing of flirty dress with cowboy hat and boots by the heiress who has moonlighted as a singer and D.J.



Simu Liu: Most Unassuming!




Easy breezy.




Yes, the sleeveless top flaunted the actor's toned arms, but his festival attire was still relatively simple compared with what many others wore.



Lauryn Hill: Most Electric!




Embracing jolts of color.




Among the visually stimulating elements of the rapper's look were silver hair beads, heavy blue eye makeup and a vibrant yellow Balmain suit.



Barry Keoghan: Most Logos!




Branded from basically head to toe.




Somehow, 
the actor
's gratuitous combination of Burberry check scarf, Versace top, Burberry check shorts and Nike sneakers ... worked.



Xin Liu: Most Tin Woman!




Tinsel, but make it fashion.




The Chinese singer's metallic top and pants evoked space-age garments by 
Thierry Mugler
 and 
Paco Rabanne
. They were made by Syban Velardi-laufer, a costume designer in London.



Brittany Howard: Most Stained Glass!




Catching the light.




Glowing would correctly describe the way 
the singer
 looked onstage in this colorful patchwork-style sequined caftan.



Campbell Puckett: Most Pookie!




Some might say she is looking absolutely fire.




In a TikTok video
, the influencer 
known as Pookie
 described her outfit of flouncy top, leather microshorts and knee-high boots as "girlie rocker."



Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce: Most Coachella!




Not a single friendship bracelet in sight.




Mood boards for "festival style" the world over will likely now be populated with references to the singer's and the professional football player's outfits, which seemed effortlessly thrown together but were almost certainly constructed with care.
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The 'Golden Bachelor' Is Getting a Divorce



The "Golden Bachelor" couple, Gerry Turner and Theresa Nist, said they are getting a divorce, just three months after getting hitched.




Gerry Turner and Theresa Nist are the latest "Bachelor" couple whose televised relationship did not last.




By Callie Holtermann


Apr 12, 2024


Gerry Turner and Theresa Nist were the first couple to meet and marry on "The Golden Bachelor," ABC's spinoff of "The Bachelor" featuring cast members 60 and older.



On Friday, the newlyweds announced that they will also be the spinoff's first couple to divorce.



They made the announcement in a joint appearance on ABC's "Good Morning America." "Theresa and I have had a number of heart-to-heart conversations, and we've looked closely at our situation, our living situation, and we've come to the conclusion mutually that it's probably time for us to dissolve our marriage," Mr. Turner, 72, said.



The anchor Juju Chang replied in shock. "Three months after getting married?" she said. "I mean, what the heck, guys?" she asked later in the interview.



Explaining their decision, Mr. Turner said both were dedicated to their families -- each has children from previous marriages, as well as grandchildren -- and that it made the most sense for them to live separately. Ms. Nist, 70, added that they had looked at homes near family members in South Carolina and New Jersey but that they had been unable to reach a conclusion.



The couple, through a representative, declined to be interviewed for this article.



The franchise had positioned the pair as evidence that invigorating love stories 
can unfold later in life
. Before marrying Ms. Nist, Mr. Turner, a retiree from Indiana, was married for 43 years to his high school sweetheart, Toni. She died in 2017 after a brief illness.



"People my age still fall in love," Mr. Turner 
told The New York Times
 after he was announced as the series lead of the first "Golden Bachelor" season. "People my age still have hope, and they still have vigorous lives."



On the show, he quickly connected with Ms. Nist, a financial services professional from Shrewsbury, N.J., and one of 22 women vying for his affection. The couple bonded over their experiences of loss -- Ms. Nist's first husband, Billy, died in 2014.



Mr. Turner 
proposed to Ms. Nist
 on the "Golden Bachelor" season finale, which was broadcast in November. The pair married in a televised ceremony in Southern California in January, which was attended by several of Mr. Turner's ex-girlfriends from the season.



Around the time of the "Golden Bachelor" finale, 
The Hollywood Reporter
 published an article in which a woman claiming to have dated Mr. Turner said he had misrepresented his romantic history on the show, and that the two had been in a serious relationship that he had omitted. Mr. Turner 
told The Times
 that he had given the article only a "cursory look" and could not speak to its accuracy.



"The Golden Bachelor" renewed interest in the "Bachelor" franchise at a time when its ratings had been slipping. According to Nielsen statistics, the eight episodes before the "Golden Bachelor" finale on average received more viewers than any full seasons of the franchise that have aired since 2021. In February, 
ABC announced
 plans for "The Golden Bachelorette," a version of the spinoff with a female lead.



After Mr. Turner and Ms. Nist announced their plans to divorce on Friday, some "Golden Bachelor" viewers expressed disappointment and the occasional "I told you so" on social media. The split was not unusual for the "Bachelor" franchise, which has produced 
far more breakups than marriages
.



Ms. Nist said on "Good Morning America" that she hoped the pair's divorce would not discourage viewers who had been inspired by the couple. "We say, 'Don't give up,'" she said. "We say, 'Stay in it, stay hopeful, because we are.'"
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