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        Johnson's plan to send aid to Ukraine moves closer to reality
        Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Amy B Wang

        Hard-line Republicans, who oppose Ukraine aid, have continued to threaten to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) from his leadership position over his foreign aid plan.

      

      
        Live updates: Two jurors removed from Trump's hush money trial
        Shayna Jacobs, Mark Berman, Devlin Barrett, Perry Stein

        Jury selection in Donald Trump's hush money trial in New York is continuing Thursday. Twelve jurors and six alternates need to be seated for the trial.

      

      
        Election 2024 latest news: Biden campaigns in Philadelphia with members of Kennedy family
        Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        The politics of younger voters are less exceptional than they used to be
        Philip Bump

        Polls continue to show that President Biden retains an advantage with voters under 30, but it's not clear where he can gain more ground.

      

      
        What we know so far about the jurors in Trump's New York hush money trial
        Derek Hawkins, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Jury selection is underway in the historic hush money trial of former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Kennedy family members will endorse Biden at Philadelphia event
        Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        The move by several Kennedys to endorse President Biden is a rebuke of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who is pursing the White House as an independent.

      

      
        Marjorie Taylor Greene would like to remind us that she is not serious
        Philip Bump

        Making a joke about something wonky you did lands a lot better when you're not incessantly doing similar things.

      

      
        Trump deploys favorite political tool, social media, as legal cudgel
        Devlin Barrett, Josh Dawsey, Shayna Jacobs

        Behind the scenes, researchers working for Trump's legal defense are scouring prospective jurors' online lives, hunting for bias.

      

      
        Speaker Johnson moves on foreign aid, possibly triggering vote to oust him
        Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell

        The speaker has introduced a complex five-part plan requiring separate floor votes on Israel and Ukraine, as well as a stand-alone proposal to assuage far-right members who want to strengthen the U.S. southern border. Success is far from guaranteed.

      

      
        Defying Niger exit order leaves U.S. troops vulnerable, whistleblower says
        John Hudson, Dan Lamothe, Rachel Chason, Alex Horton

        A U.S. Air Force leader in Niger made a whistleblower complaint to Congress raising alarm over the Biden administration's reluctance to heed an eviction notice.

      

      
        Senate votes to dismiss impeachment charges against Mayorkas
        Jacqueline Alemany, Liz Goodwin

        In party-line votes, the Senate voted to dismiss two articles of impeachment against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas alleging he mismanaged an influx of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border.

      

      
        Biden gathers with steelworkers in battleground state of Pennsylvania
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        The politics of the swiftly dismissed Mayorkas impeachment trial
        Aaron Blake

        Republicans will argue that Democratic senators dispensing with the trial of the homeland security secretary shows they aren't serious about the border. But they were again undercut by their own.

      

      
        Inside the GOP reckoning over Arizona's 1864 abortion ban
        Caroline Kitchener, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez

        A deeply conflicted state House chamber did not repeal the Civil War-era law on Wednesday, highlighting the indecision of swing-district Republicans.

      

      
        Biden wants to hike tariffs on Chinese steel as U.S. election looms
        David J. Lynch

        As November draws closer, President Biden is calling for tripling tariffs on Chinese steel and protections for the U.S. industry.

      

      
        Trump is overstating the problem of having to be in court
        Philip Bump

        His campaign style is uniquely well-suited to having his weekdays occupied.

      

      
        Supreme Court makes it easier to file workplace discrimination claims
        Ann Marimow, Julian  Mark

        The justices unanimously ruled that employees do not need to prove harm to career prospects or a change in salary or rank to win a discrimination claim.

      

      
        How Arizona Senate candidate Kari Lake has shifted her abortion stance
        Maegan Vazquez

        Kari Lake, who's closely aligned with Donald Trump, has been striking a different tone on reproductive rights as the issue becomes increasingly visible.

      

      
        NRA averts another trial by settling lawsuit by D.C. attorney general
        Beth Reinhard

        The NRA avoided another potentially expensive trial by settling with the D.C. attorney general on allegations that its charity arm misused funds.

      

      
        In a swing through Pennsylvania, Biden pivots to populism
        Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        Addressing steelworkers Wednesday, President Biden identified with families of modest means and sought to create a contrast with former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Trump takes aim at a remaining House Republican who voted to impeach him
        Mariana Alfaro

        Of the 10 House Republicans who voted to impeach Donald Trump after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, just Rep. Dan Newhouse and one other remain in the chamber.

      

      
        How Biden's abortion stance has shifted over the years
        Amy B Wang, Blair Guild

        Watch how Biden has shifted his views on abortion over the years.

      

      
        James Comer refuses to learn anything from his investigation into Biden
        Philip Bump

        In a heated exchange with Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), the House Oversight Committee chairman reiterated repeatedly debunked claims.

      

      
        Barr, a vocal Trump critic, says he will 'support the Republican ticket' in November
        Amy B Wang

        Barr, who served as attorney general under Donald Trump, had a falling out with the former president over his claims of 2020 election fraud -- but nevertheless says he will support the Republican ticket in November.
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Johnson's plan to send aid to Ukraine moves closer to reality
Hard-line Republicans, who oppose Ukraine aid, have continued to threaten to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) from his leadership position over his foreign aid plan.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Amy B Wang | 2024-04-18

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) is moving ahead with a plan to send aid to Ukraine despite the possibility it might cost him a vote on his job. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post) 


A bill to provide additional U.S. aid to Ukraine could move one step closer to House passage on Thursday -- but might need a major boost from Democrats, who would have to join Republicans to push it through.
And that action would likely prompt hard line Republicans, who stridently oppose Ukraine aid, to make good on their threats to attempt to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) from his leadership position.
"Democrats will not be responsible for this bill failing," House Appropriations Committee ranking Democrat Rosa DeLauro (Conn.) said when asked Thursday if Democrats will support a procedural hurdle, known as the rule, moving the foreign aid package out of the House Rules Committee and to the floor.
Instead of a complex four-part plan he floated early this week, Johnson now intends to try to pass five bills -- one each for aid to Ukraine, Israel and Indo-Pacific allies, as well as a GOP wish list of foreign policy priorities and a fifth stand-alone bill to address widespread Republican demands to strengthen the southern U.S. border. GOP leadership announced that the House would stay in session until Saturday to consider the bills.
Johnson must depend on Democratic votes to ensure his plan is successful, a tactic he has employed several times during his roughly six-month speakership because hard line Republicans will not get behind him. Republicans can only lose two votes to pass anything given their slim majority, which will narrow to one vote once Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.) resigns this weekend.
Earlier this week, allies of the speaker had tried to hash out a path forward without Democratic help. No such pathway was found and the speaker decided to advance his plan, knowing it would likely conclude with a push to oust him.
All eyes are now on House Democrats.
During their second caucus meeting this week, Democrats discussed Thursday morning how they could help Republicans pass the foreign aid bills that remain a priority for them and President Biden, who is behind the speaker's plan. But Democratic leaders didn't firmly commit their members as they wait to see what Republicans will do in a Rules Committee meeting.  If Republicans move ahead with political amendments or measures that weaken the bill, known as poison pills, the minority party won't provide the votes when Johnson needs them, according to roughly a dozen Democrats familiar with the situation.
The foreign aid bills closely mirror a Senate package -- and if they pass the House they would probably be sent to the Senate for a vote. Biden has said he will sign the measures as soon as they land on his desk. Democrats have been told that the Ukraine aid bill will be voted on first on the floor -- a key request to help win their support -- to best ensure its passage. They worried that if it was considered after the Israel bill, then Republicans would have less incentive to back Ukraine funding.
It's unclear whether the fourth GOP bill -- which includes legislation to regulate TikTok and allow the resale of seized Russian assets -- will garner enough support for passage. Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) told Democrats it does not include poison pills, but he didn't say whether members should support it.
Johnson's plan has thrown an already bitterly divided Republican conference into further turmoil. Late Wednesday night, the House Rules Committee recessed without advancing the border bill because three GOP committee members -- Reps. Chip Roy (Tex.), Thomas Massie (Ky.) and Ralph Norman (Okla.) -- were poised to sink the vote.
 Meanwhile, Republicans from the conservative Main Street Caucus, one of the five GOP ideological groups, urged Johnson to penalize members who block regular order and vote "no" on rules, according to multiple Republicans at the meeting.
The Republicans present also discussed whether to increase the number of members needed to invoke a measure to oust the speaker, known as a "motion to vacate," perhaps by including such language in the foreign aid bills. Currently, any one member can force such a vote, a deal made by then-Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) and far-right Republicans to ensure that he could become speaker. That motion is what ultimately led to his historic ouster nine months later.
But changing the threshold for a motion to vacate, one Republican said, is "easier said than done." Many rank-and-file Republicans privately worry that making it harder to oust the speaker will anger Republicans and threaten the foreign aid bill.
"Speaker Johnson plans also to kill the motion to vacate procedural device, with Democrat votes, IN THE PENDING RULE. No Republican who is not an avowed double agent will survive politically after voting for that rule," Rep. Dan Bishop (R-N.C.), who is a member of the House Freedom Caucus, wrote on X.
Other forms of punishment suggested for rebellious members included kicking Roy, Norman and Massie off the Rules Committee if they were going to block legislation. Their assignment to the committee was also a decision by McCarthy to earn the speaker's gavel. 
On Thursday morning, members of the House Freedom Caucus were defiant, insisting that they would do everything they could to stymie Johnson's bills during a procedural vote later that day.
"We voted against it in rules, which is supposed to be a no-no," Norman said. "But the fact is our country is at stake ... and we're not gonna run away from it, not now, not ever, as long as we're up here."
Johnson's gambit to pass five individual bills is already blowing up on the speaker, whose six-month-old hold on the gavel is being threatened by a promise by Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) to invoke the motion to vacate to topple Johnson if he puts Ukraine aid on the floor, something to which many hard-right Republicans object.
 "I don't care if the speaker's office becomes a revolving door," Greene said on the "Bannon's War Room" podcast Thursday.
Greene told reporters Thursday that she would "absolutely" move forward with her motion if Johnson attempted to raise the threshold required to oust him.
"If he wants to change the motion to vacate, he needs to come before the Republican conference that elected him and tell us of his intentions," Greene said. "Kevin McCarthy, while he was staring down the barrel of a loaded gun, he never made a move like this behind closed doors and made deals with Democrats to change the motion to vacate."
"
At a Wednesday evening news conference, Johnson was visibly emotional when asked about why he had opted to try to pass the foreign aid package at this moment.
"Listen, my philosophy is you do the right thing and you let the chips fall where they may. ... If I operated out of fear over a motion to vacate, I would never be able to do my job," he said. "This is a critical time right now. ... I can make a selfish decision and do something that's different. But I'm doing here what I believe to be the right thing."
 Republicans who want to govern and feel the urgency to aid foreign allies amid threats from Russia, Iran and China have been rallying behind the speaker and are pleased to see him step up, given the "Chamberlain-Churchill moment" in which he finds himself, referring to the former British prime ministers.
Rep. Anthony D'Esposito (R-N.Y.), who was at the Main Street Caucus meeting, said Republicans like him are "all pretty frustrated." He called on his colleagues to recognize that if they continue to obstruct on critical issues, other Republicans will lean on bipartisan support to do the right thing.
"I think it's a time where we need to look at this country as a whole and start making decisions as Americans and realize that this is a critical time in the world and that there's many eyes on this institution," he said.
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Live updates: Two jurors removed from Trump's hush money trial
Jury selection in Donald Trump's hush money trial in New York is continuing Thursday. Twelve jurors and six alternates need to be seated for the trial. 
By Shayna Jacobs, Mark Berman, Devlin Barrett, Perry Stein, Billy Tucker, Rachel Weiner, Josh Dawsey, Isaac Arnsdorf, Alexandra Pannoni, Ashley Parker, Philip Bump, David Nakamura, Derek Hawkins | 2024-04-18
The third day of jury selection in Donald Trump's hush money trial in Manhattan got off to a busy start, with two of the seven jurors who had been seated in the case removed from the panel.
The first juror was excused Thursday morning after telling New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan, who is presiding over the trial, that people she knew figured out her involvement in the case from media reports. Then another juror was removed early Thursday afternoon after prosecutors raised concerns about his background.
Potential jurors' names are not being made public. A total of 12 jurors and about six alternates are needed to hear the criminal case. Prospective jurors are being questioned about their social media habits and feelings about the former president, who has been observing the process this week in court.
Jury selection paused shortly after 1 p.m. for a lunch break.
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 Election 2024 latest news: Biden campaigns in Philadelphia with members of Kennedy family
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Philip Bump, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Jesus Rodriguez, McKenzie Beard, Devlin Barrett, Josh Dawsey, Shayna Jacobs | 2024-04-18
President Biden campaigned in Philadelphia on Thursday with members of the extended family of former president John F. Kennedy. The move is a rebuke of independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has sought to portray himself as the true heir to the Kennedy tradition.
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The politics of younger voters are less exceptional than they used to be
Polls continue to show that President Biden retains an advantage with voters under 30, but it's not clear where he can gain more ground.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-18

President Biden faces different challenges in the electorate than he did in 2020, according to new polling. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Earlier this week, I was asked a question for which I didn't know the answer: What could President Biden do to firm up his support among younger voters?
Recent polling has shown that Biden is performing more poorly than expected with Americans under 30, though, as I've written, that varies depending on the poll and whether it screens for the likelihood that the respondents will vote.
Consider, for example, new polling from the Harvard Institute of Politics that considers only the views of adults 18-29. Overall, Biden leads former president Donald Trump by eight points, 45 percent to 37 percent. Among registered voters, though, he's up 13 points -- 50 percent to 37 percent. And among those who say they're most likely to vote, he's up 19 points. Biden has 56 percent of support and Trump, again, 37 percent.




That Trump doesn't gain ground as the pool of respondents is narrowed is important. It suggests that indifference to the candidates and voter apathy are linked -- and that there's potentially an opportunity for Biden if his campaign can compel more young Americans to vote.
This comes back to the initial question: What's the pitch?
Recent YouGov polling conducted for the Economist included a battery of issues on which respondents were asked to offer their opinions. This allows us to see where Americans stand on the election and also how younger (those under 30) voters differ from older ones.
What we find is that there are only a handful of issues to which younger voters ascribe more importance than older ones, whether we're considering issues respondents identify as the most important (red, below), very important (purple) or at least somewhat important (orange). Younger Americans are more likely to point to jobs and abortion as the most important issue to them, but the gap between younger voters and voters overall is wider when describing climate change or civil rights as very important issues.
The issue that scored the highest in importance to younger Americans? Inflation, same as everyone else.




That holds in the Harvard Youth Poll as well. Its methodology was different, presenting respondents with two options from a lengthy list and asking them to identify which was more important. The issue that was most commonly selected as most important relative to alternatives was, once again, inflation.




By virtue of focusing on younger respondents, the Harvard poll allows a breakdown by gender. You can see that, on several issues, there's a substantial difference in the views of young men and women, like reproductive rights. The three issues on which there's the widest difference by gender are three of the most commonly associated with liberal politics: reproductive rights, climate change and gun violence. Young women were at least 10 points more likely to identify those issues as important than were young men.
A key finding in the Harvard poll centers on the divide by gender. Support for Biden is higher among likely voters than among young people overall -- but among young men who are likely to vote, his advantage is only six points compared with a 33-point advantage with young women who are likely to vote.




Since 2020, the Harvard Youth Poll has seen the partisan advantage for Democrats evaporate among young men. In 2020, men and women were about 20 points more likely to identify as Democrats than as Republicans. Now, women are 26 points more likely to, while among men, there's virtually no difference.




(It's worth noting that Gallup polling of partisan identity shows a rightward shift among young voters that comports with the data above.)
On the issue importance question, the views of young women correlate strongly to the views of young Democrats. The views of young men correlate slightly less strongly to the views of young Republicans.
The question of how Biden appeals to these voters, though, remains unanswered. He's put a big focus on student loan relief, as you're probably aware, and it's the issue on which Harvard found the highest level of approval for Biden from younger Americans. It is also the issue that was least likely to be identified as important in Harvard's battery. On inflation and gun violence, issues seen as more important, his approval rating was around 25 percent. On the issue of Israel -- which was also surprisingly low on the importance list -- his approval was under 20 percent.
YouGov found that younger Americans were more critical of Biden across the board than Americans overall, including on education and civil rights, issues that they were more likely to identify as important.




The situation, then, is that the issues important to young people and those important to Americans overall don't differ that much as Biden's party has lost ground with young men. (A plurality of young men in the poll identified as independent.) Analysis from Pew Research Center found that voters under 30 backed Biden by a 26-point margin in 2020, down from the 30-point margin Hillary Clinton enjoyed four years before. If the margin had instead matched that seen in this poll -- 19 points -- it would have meant a shift of more than 4 million votes from Biden to Trump.
Convincing younger voters to turn out to vote for him in November, in other words, is of significant importance to Biden's campaign. It seems safe to say, at this point, that he'll have better luck focusing on young women than young men.
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What we know so far about the jurors in Trump's New York hush money trial
Jury selection is underway in the historic hush money trial of former president Donald Trump.
By Derek Hawkins, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez | 2024-04-18
Jury selection is underway in the historic hush money trial of former president Donald Trump.
On Thursday, Justice Juan Merchan dismissed two of the seven jurors initially seated in the case. One was excused after she said people had identified her, and another was told not to return after prosecutors noted that someone with his name was arrested in the 1990s for tearing down conservative political posters.
There will be 12 jurors total, plus about six alternates, according to Merchan.
In a typical trial, prospective jurors who know the defendant would not be allowed to serve on the jury because such familiarity would interfere with their ability to remain unbiased. As for Trump, the judge said the key issue is not whether jurors know him or have an opinion of him, but whether they can set aside their feelings and render a verdict based on the evidence and law.
During questioning, some of the selected jurors acknowledged having personal views of Trump or his presidency but said they could remain impartial in the case. One spoke favorably of him, saying she liked that he "speaks his mind." Overall, they showed a range of knowledge about his court cases, with two saying they didn't follow the news closely.
Trump faces 34 counts of falsifying business records, part of what prosecutors have described as a scheme during the 2016 presidential campaign to cover up an alleged affair with adult-film actress Stormy Daniels. Trump has pleaded not guilty.
The jury selection process is still ongoing, but here is what is known about the jurors who have been seated so far, according to The Washington Post's reporting and pool reports:

(Illustration by Sophia Deng for The Washington Post)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/04/16/jury-trump-hush-money-trial/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Kennedy family members will endorse Biden at Philadelphia event 
The move by several Kennedys to endorse President Biden is a rebuke of Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who is pursing the White House as an independent.
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2024-04-18

President Biden speaks at the United Steelworkers headquarters in Pittsburgh on Wednesday. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


Several Kennedy family members plan to endorse President Biden for reelection at a campaign event in Philadelphia on Thursday, saying that Biden reflects the values and "moral leadership" of their clan's most celebrated members, in a move intended in part to counter the independent campaign of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
More than a dozen Kennedys -- including siblings of Robert F. Kennedy Jr. -- will be on hand during Biden's remarks. The event comes at the end of the president's three-day sprint through the battleground state of Pennsylvania, where he has tried to paint himself as a champion of the American middle class in the Kennedy mold.
The endorsement from about a dozen members of America's most famous political family is intended to showcase Biden as the figurative torchbearer of the legacy of President John F. Kennedy, who was assassinated in 1963, and of Robert F. Kennedy, who was shot down as he sought the presidency in 1968. It is an unusually personal rebuke to Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who is portraying himself as the true heir to the Kennedy tradition, and reflects the Biden campaign's concern that he could siphon at least a small number of votes from the president.
"A vote for Joe Biden is a vote to save our democracy and our decency," Kerry Kennedy, the elder Robert F. Kennedy's daughters and the current candidate's sister, plans to say, according to remarks released by the campaign. "It is a vote for what my father called, in his own presidential announcement in 1968 ... 'our right to the moral leadership of this planet.'"
Kerry Kennedy also plans to stress that Biden stands for the core values of her father and her family: "Daddy stood for equal justice, human rights, and freedom from want and fear. Just as President Biden does today."
It is not clear if any of the Kennedys will mention their family member's candidacy, and the endorsement is in line with the clan's long, if informal, support of Biden. On St. Patrick's Day, Kerry Kennedy posted a picture on X, formerly Twitter, showing Biden surrounded by a sea of Kennedys.
Biden was a senior in high school when John F. Kennedy became president, and he sometimes traces his interest in politics to the former president.
John F. Kennedy was the nation's first Irish Catholic president; Biden is the second. And both contended with questions about how their faith would inform their role as commander in chief. Kennedy was asked whether he felt he would answer to the pope, while Biden faced questions about where his political views veered away from Catholic doctrine, particularly on abortion.
Biden also had a long friendship with the late Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), John F. Kennedy's younger brother. The two served together for decades in the Senate, including on the high-profile Judiciary Committee. Years later, as Biden sought the presidency in 2020, he modeled his effort to eradicate cancer on President Kennedy's push to put Americans on the moon.
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. responded to the news with a post on X, formerly Twitter.
"I hear some of my family will be endorsing President Biden today. I am pleased they are politically active -- it's a family tradition," the candidate wrote. "We are divided in our opinions but united in our love for each other."
He added, "I hold this as a possibility for America too. Can we disagree without hating our opponents? Can we restore civility and respect to public discourse? I think we can."
Biden's campaign hopes Thursday's endorsement gives the president a boost in Pennsylvania -- a state he sorely needs to win in November -- and beyond.
The candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has thrown an unexpected twist into this year's presidential battle. He is the son and namesake of a legendary figure in the Democratic Party, one who spoke passionately about injustice, was brother to an idealized president and was martyred by an assassin's bullet.
His ultimate effect on the presidential race remains unclear, including whether he will draw more votes from Biden or former president Donald Trump, but his candidacy makes many Biden supporters nervous. He has embraced unorthodox and even conspiratorial ideas -- for example, questioning the efficacy of vaccines and the role of those involved in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol -- but he seems to draw some support from older Democrats nostalgic about the Kennedy era.
In addition, some Democrats have a deep-seated fear of third-party campaigns. Some in the party believe that Green Party candidate Ralph Nader cost Al Gore the presidency in 2000, and that Green Party candidate Jill Stein cost Hillary Clinton the White House in 2016. This year, Biden faces not only Kennedy and Stein, but also Cornel West, a scholar and activist.
The Kennedys, however, do not appear likely to focus on the dissenting member of their family Thursday, but instead will aim their fire at Trump, who Kerry Kennedy plans to say is "attacking the most basic rights and freedoms that are core to who we are as Americans."
"I can only imagine how Donald Trump's outrageous lies and behavior would have horrified my father, Robert F. Kennedy, who proudly served as attorney general of the United States and honored his pledge to uphold the law and protect the country," she will say, according to the prepared remarks.
Among those expected to attend Thursday's event are Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, a former lieutenant governor of Maryland; Rory Kennedy, a documentary filmmaker; and former congressman Joseph P. Kennedy II (D-Mass.) -- all children of the elder Robert F. Kennedy and siblings of the current candidate. Another former congressman, Joe Kennedy III (D-Mass.), also plans to be there.
Following the endorsement, Biden and members of the Kennedy family will join local supporters and volunteers at an organizing event. Biden will deliver remarks, and then members of the Kennedy family will knock on doors and call voters.
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Marjorie Taylor Greene would like to remind us that she is not serious
Making a joke about something wonky you did lands a lot better when you're not incessantly doing similar things.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-18

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and Rep. Chip Roy (R-Tex.) make their way to a House Republican conference meeting last week. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


As recently as last month, Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) was still sensitive about the whole "Jewish space lasers" thing.
You may recall -- who are we kidding, you do recall -- that, soon after she was first elected to the House in 2020, Media Matters uncovered a 2018 Facebook post in which Greene theorized that a massive California wildfire had been sparked by a "laser beam or a light beam" being sent down from space as PG&E (and its Rothschild-connected leadership) sought a cleaner form of energy or to build a high-speed train or both. It was, in short, convoluted, in the way that making up nonsense tends to be.
The saga was pithily summarized by New York magazine's Jonathan Chait as Greene theorizing about a "secret Jewish space laser," and a meme was born. This wasn't the birth of Greene's conspiratorial reputation, mind you; that had already been well-established by her embrace of QAnon and promotion of alternative theories about the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and more than one mass shooting event. "Jewish space laser" was just the most accessibly bizarre.
After Republicans won the House majority in 2022, Greene emerged as an unlikely ally of Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.). With the change in leadership, she went from pariah to establishment loyalist, someone who might at times serve as a bridge between the Republican conference's fringe right and its leadership. She was now someone to be taken seriously.
So when a British journalist approached Greene at an event last month and brought up the subject of conspiracy theories, Greene bristled.
"Tell us about Jewish space lasers," Emily Maitlis asked.
"Why don't you go talk about Jewish space lasers," Greene angrily replied. She then suggested Maitlis do something else that can be left to your imagination.
Yet, less than a month later, Greene offered an amendment Wednesday to legislation centered on foreign aid.
"By the funds made available by this Act," the proposed amendment reads, "such sums as necessary shall be used for the development of space laser technology on the southwest border."
Ha ha! Get it? Having fun, joking about space lasers. In a bill predicated on offering military support to Israel.
(For what it's worth, which isn't much, the original technology cited by Greene in 2018 as the source of the "space laser" wasn't a laser at all but, instead, directed radio frequency power.)
We're assuming that the intent here is to be lighthearted, as well as to bring one more thing back to the border and immigration. (A request for clarification from Greene's office did not immediately receive a response.) But poking fun at one's past eccentricities lands a lot better when one is not being problematically eccentric in much the same way.
Greene, for example, is a fervent opponent of providing more aid to Ukraine in its efforts to defend against Russian invaders. She has been for a long time, arguing soon after the Russian invasion that Ukraine would be better served by simply rolling over. The long game, she suggested in March 2022, was for Americans to be on the ground fighting, defending the imaginary financial interests of powerful non-MAGA political actors.
How the Rothschilds might have been involved was left unstated, but the framework of thought was recognizable.
More recently, she insisted in a social media post that it was "antisemitic" to make aid to Israel "contingent on funding Ukrainian Nazis," a criticism that is intertwined with her relentless attacks in recent weeks on Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.). But the "Ukrainian Nazis" thing is itself false, as well as a central component of Russian misinformation about its aggression.
Nor are her flights of fancy limited to the subject of foreign aid. When a container ship smashed into a bridge in Baltimore late last month, Greene quickly amplified claims that there might be something nefarious afoot. When a criminal investigation into the accident was announced, she claimed to have been vindicated -- apparently misunderstanding that the probe's focus was negligence, not intentionality.
It is a feature of American democracy, not a flaw, that anyone can be elected to federal office. You don't need to be a lawyer; you don't need to have served at the local or state level first. But there has historically been an expectation of seriousness, of consideration of other viewpoints if not a willingness to compromise.
Greene has never approached national politics with seriousness. Instead, she largely views decision-making through the same lens she always has, influenced by fringe theories and with supreme confidence in her own ability to put the pieces together. Given that, it's hard to view the "space lasers" amendment as an act of humorous subversion. It lands flat, as if Donald Trump were to attempt to be self-deprecating about his efforts to reverse Roe v. Wade.
It's not clear, in fact, if Greene's amendment is even a joke at all.
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Trump deploys favorite political tool, social media, as legal cudgel
Behind the scenes, researchers working for Trump's legal defense are scouring prospective jurors' online lives, hunting for bias.
By Devlin Barrett, Josh Dawsey, Shayna Jacobs | 2024-04-18

Former president Donald Trump arrives at Manhattan criminal court with his legal team ahead of the start of jury selection on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump, whose social media posts fueled his improbable rise to the presidency, has found a new use for his favorite political tool -- as ammunition in his legal battle against charges that he falsified business records in New York.
That strategy became clear on the second day of jury selection on Tuesday, as Trump lawyer Todd Blanche repeatedly used old social media posts by prospective jurors to argue that the judge should remove them from the panel for bias.
Behind the scenes, Trump's defense team is scrambling to find and review potential jurors' social media accounts, and when they find ones critical of the former president and presumptive GOP presidential nominee, they are racing to show them to the judge to try to get those people dismissed.
The turnaround time for such work is tight -- lawyers on the case have been given lists of names of potential jurors, some of whom they have to start questioning in a matter of hours, according to a person familiar with the work, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal operations.
The defense team is worried it will have to overcome long odds to win an acquittal from jurors drawn from liberal Manhattan, according to people familiar with their thinking who also spoke on the condition of anonymity. On Wednesday, Trump issued a social media post calling it the "2nd Worst Venue in the Country."
To fight back against what he says is an inherently unfair jury pool, Trump's defense team hired a jury consulting firm that is analyzing all posts from jurors, according to the person, who declined to identify the firm.
That is not a particularly novel strategy among wealthier defendants who can afford to pay for such work, but it is unique in that it is being applied in a case involving Trump, someone about whom millions of Americans have gossiped, joked, criticized and praised for years -- meaning there is far more potential social media material for his lawyers to seize on.
But that work exploring the social media posts of potential jurors is happening under tremendous time pressure.
New York Supreme Court Justice Juan Merchan has been focused on moving jury selection along quickly -- seven jurors were sworn in after less than a day and a half of jury selection earlier this week. Ultimately, the process will select 12 jurors and six alternates.
"We had to rush to get all the research done and will have to rush again" on Thursday, when jury selection resumes, said one person familiar with the effort.
That digging is made more difficult by the fact that Manhattan has so many people, meaning it is more difficult to ensure they are reviewing posts from the right person with any given name. In addition, any one person might use multiple social media accounts under nicknames or pseudonyms.
The jury in this case is partly anonymous -- their names are known to the lawyers in the case but will not be made public.
Some on the defense team wonder if, now that they showed their tactic in open court, some prospective jurors will start deleting old online posts before court resumes Thursday, this person said.
Trump spokesman Steven Cheung said the charges against the former president were unfair and deliberately filed in jurisdictions that are most hostile to him.
"The deck has been stacked against President Trump in a gross abuse of our legal system, wherein his persecutors have deliberately targeted some of the most Democrat-heavy jurisdictions in the country to bring forth their bogus cases," Cheung said.
Trump's defense team used old social media posts to argue against the person in the very first seat of the jury box.
Blanche said that woman "has a series of extraordinarily hostile Facebook posts."
Merchan appeared confused by Blanche's assessment. The post at issue was a video on Facebook of a spontaneous street celebration for Joe Biden's 2020 election victory, with comments suggesting she was also happy about the result.
Prosecutor Joshua Steinglass called the claim "ridiculous."
Questioned about it in court, the woman explained that she found herself witnessing a historic event near her home when she left the house to move her car that day, and she emphasized that she knew she could still be a fair juror.
If Merchan decides a person would not be fair and impartial, he can excuse any prospective juror. Otherwise, if either side objects, they too can strike some jurors from the panel -- but each side only gets 10 so-called peremptory challenges.
In the matter of the prospective juror's old Facebook video, the judge refused to dismiss her for cause, so Blanche used one of Trump's challenges to dismiss her. The back-and-forth made it clear the defense was scrambling, even as his lawyers argued in court, to do quick searches on the people who seemed most likely to be chosen as jurors from a larger pool that had been summoned for jury duty.
Trump's defense team has taken the position that old critical or mocking online statements about him are evidence of bias and grounds for removal. Steinglass argued that in many instances, the age of the posts alone may make them largely irrelevant, not to mention that some of those raised in court appeared to be internet humor.
On Tuesday, Merchan's judgment on the social media hewed closer to the prosecutors, but he did agree with the defense that one old comment crossed the line.
In that instance, the prospective juror years ago had written "lock him up" in reference to Trump, who was president at the time.
"Everyone knows that if Mr. Trump is found guilty in this case, he faces a potential jail sentence, which would be 'lock up,'" Merchan said. "I don't think that I can allow this juror to remain."
At Merchan's mention of the possibility of jail, Trump shook his head slightly in disgust.
So far, the judge has been mostly skeptical of the defense claims of dangerous bias exhibited by old social media posts.
Jurors questioned in court about their old social media posts were often defensive and dismissive of the suggestion that the old posts revealed anything important about their views or ability to be fair.
"If you look at my social media, you can see there is very little on there that I post now that has anything to do with politics, it got too vitriolic for people, people that I knew for years," said one woman who had posted political parody and humor items in 2018 that the defense said showed she was anti-Trump. "I may have posted this, but I learned a good lesson from it."
If the judge continues to disagree with the defense's arguments about most of the jurors' social media posts, Trump could burn through his allotted number of challenges quickly and be left with little say over the remaining members of the panel. Trump is also allowed two peremptory challenges for every alternate juror.
In court Tuesday, Blanche suggested he might make future challenges to juror selections based on additional discoveries of social media posts related to his client.
Merchan said the pace of jury selection means opening statements could take place Monday, and if that schedule holds, Trump's online researchers have only a few days more to try to influence the makeup of the jury.
Increasingly, courts have had to wrestle with problematic social media posts that came to light only after a jury is seated or after a verdict has been rendered.
That was the case in the prosecution of longtime Trump adviser Roger Stone, who tried to get his conviction for lying to Congress dismissed after finding out that the forewoman of his jury had posted on social media about his arrest and posted again shortly after his conviction.
The bar for a court to toss out a conviction based on juror misconduct is very high, and Stone's bid was unsuccessful, though he later received a pardon from Trump.
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Speaker Johnson moves on foreign aid, possibly triggering vote to oust him
The speaker has introduced a complex five-part plan requiring separate floor votes on Israel and Ukraine, as well as a stand-alone proposal to assuage far-right members who want to strengthen the U.S. southern border. Success is far from guaranteed.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell | 2024-04-18

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) is walking a tightrope, attempting to save his job while also funding foreign allies. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post) 


House Speaker Mike Johnson is plowing ahead on a foreign aid plan that has roiled his conference and prompted two Republicans to push an effort to oust him from the chamber's top job.
But instead of the complex four-part plan he floated this week, Johnson now intends to try to pass five bills -- one each for aid to Ukraine, Israel, and Indo-Pacific allies, as well as a GOP wish list of foreign policy priorities and a fifth stand-alone bill to address widespread Republican demands to strengthen the southern U.S. border. GOP leadership announced that the House would stay in session until Saturday to consider the bills.
The new approach is risky and is already blowing up on the speaker, whose six-month-old hold on the gavel is being threatened by a promise by Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) to invoke a "motion to vacate" to topple Johnson (R-La.) if he puts Ukraine aid on the floor, something to which many hard-right Republicans object. 
Greene said Wednesday night she wouldn't interrupt the process on the aid package by bringing up the move to oust Johnson. But she also refused to commit to doing so afterwards.
At a Wednesday evening news conference, Johnson was visibly emotional when asked about why he had opted to try to pass the foreign aid package at this moment.
"Listen, my philosophy is you do the right thing and you let the chips fall where they may. ... If I operated out of fear over a motion to vacate, I would never be able to do my job," he said. "This is a critical time right now. ... I can make a selfish decision and do something that's different. But I'm doing here what I believe to be the right thing."
The stakes are indeed high for the speaker as he works to navigate a bitterly divided Republican conference. Some members are loudly opposed to Ukraine aid without first securing the U.S. border, while others believe that aid, along with money for Israel, is a critical national security priority; in addition, some Republicans question the speaker's leadership style. For Johnson, it's a Catch-22: Consider aid to Ukraine, and a move to wrest his gavel is bound to follow.
Demoralized Republicans exited a four-hour meeting of Johnson and his allies Tuesday night, before the release of the latest proposal, having failed to chart a path on foreign aid that would be carried by Republicans instead of reliant on Democrats. Multiple people familiar with the meeting, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal dynamics, said the session enlightened them and Johnson about the consequences of moving the foreign aid package: It could all lead to his ouster from the job.
"The battle lines were very clear at the end," one Republican said. "It was very clear [the motion to vacate] will be brought if the speaker's plan proceeds."
Even so, Johnson acted, telling Republicans in a text to colleagues Wednesday morning that after "significant Member feedback and discussion" this week, the House would move ahead with his plan, with some significant changes. He released the text of legislation on aid for Ukraine, Israel, Indo-Pacific allies, border security, and other foreign policy priorities Wednesday.
But in signs of trouble late Wednesday, the House Rules Committee failed to approve the border security bill because three Republicans on the panel -- Reps. Chip Roy (R-Tex.), Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), and Ralph Norman (R-S.C.) -- refused to support it, meaning the panel adjourned without action. Democrats have no interest in backing the GOP border proposal.
The three separate bills that fund military aid for Israel, Ukraine and Taiwan largely mirror the $95 billion Senate-passed national security supplemental. The House legislation turns a portion of the aid, the money sent directly to Ukraine, into a loan and is endorsed by former president Donald Trump. It also includes just over $9 billion in humanitarian aid for Gaza, the West Bank, Ukraine and other places in need, which Democrats have demanded as a condition of any support from them.
Johnson signaled Wednesday evening that there would probably be an amendment to the package to strip the humanitarian aid, which he said he has "concerns" with.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) called Wednesday evening for Republicans to put the foreign aid package on the floor, but didn't commit Democratic support for the measures.
"The time has come for the House of Representatives to act and act decisively," Jeffries said. "We can either confront Russian aggression in defense of democracy or we can allow the pro-Putin extreme MAGA Republicans to appease" the Russian leader.
Jeffries said Democrats will "evaluate" the process and the final product, including amendments, before making a determination about how to move forward.
Nonetheless, the speaker's proposal received a major boost from President Biden on Wednesday afternoon. Biden said he "strongly" supports the proposal and encouraged the House and the Senate to swiftly send it his way.
"I will sign this into law immediately to send a message to the world: We stand with our friends, and we won't let Iran or Russia succeed," he said in a statement that is likely to influence Democrats to back the plan and amplify GOP outrage against it.
Even if the House manages to pass the foreign aid package, any changes would trigger another Senate vote that is already stirring controversy.
Some GOP senators are staunchly opposed to Ukraine aid, too. At a closed-door meeting of the conservative House Republican Study Committee on Tuesday, Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) and Stephen Miller, a former Trump adviser, riled up the anti-Ukraine faction to use every hurdle possible to block consideration of Johnson's plan.
Leaving the meeting, Rep. Debbie Lesko (R-Ariz.) said she is "very frustrated" with Johnson and recently expressed that sentiment with him. She echoed many hard-line Republicans who have encouraged Johnson to tie the border security bill to the other four national security items to force Democrats' hand on the issue.
"He's not listening to us," she said.
Johnson needs every vote he can get. Republicans have an extremely slender House majority that they hope will be expanded by voters in November, improving their chances of advancing a conservative agenda. The GOP currently has a two-vote majority, meaning that if Democrats don't back Johnson's plan or support a challenge to his speakership, they would need only three Republicans to sink him on either front.
But that margin would narrow to two Republicans after Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.) resigns. He was supposed to do so this Friday but now is expected to leave after the foreign aid bill comes to the floor.
"The congressman has the flexibility to stay and support the aid package on Saturday," his office said Wednesday.
Meanwhile, all eyes are on Greene and Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), the two public supporters of the move to eject Johnson. Once Greene decides to act, she could introduce the motion under special rules giving the House 48 hours to vote on it.
In some ways, it's a no-win situation for Johnson.
Some of his members are becoming increasingly frustrated with Johnson's leadership style, noting he has released plans and then seemed to reconsider them afterward -- a turnabout that is deterring some of those initially rooting for his speakership to succeed.
Others want Johnson to be more aggressive in forcing the hand of Democrats, while still others who want to aid foreign allies wish the speaker would advance the Senate proposal because they don't think Republicans will unite around anything.
Asked whether Johnson would put the Senate package on the floor if all else fails, one Republican ally turned critic of the speaker said, "He doesn't have the guts to."
Instead, Republicans who want to govern have grown more willing to sign on to a Democratic discharge petition that would force a vote on the Senate bill if the petition clinches 218 signatures. Currently, just one Republican and 194 Democrats have signed on. But some Republicans are waiting until Johnson's plan fails before signing on to the motion.
A large number of Republicans are upset over how his foreign aid plan is structured -- they may move to prevent the clearing of several procedural hurdles before the package can be sent to the floor. Democrats, who support the meat of the foreign aid bills, are still wary of throwing their weight behind the GOP package because they fear policies they oppose will be added through amendments.
The hard-right flank has signaled it will oppose the entirety of Johnson's plan. The House Freedom Caucus quickly panned the proposal even though it includes, according to the speaker's office, the "core components of H.R. 2," a harsh immigration bill restricting migrants from entering the United States.
"Speaker Johnson is surrendering the last opportunity we have to combat the border crisis. This flies in the face of every promise Republicans have told you," the group said.
In a Monday meeting, several chairs of national security committees tried to provide intelligence about the situation abroad, only to be challenged by members with a more isolationist worldview. Johnson has indicated his previous opposition to Ukraine aid as a rank-and-file member changed since he became speaker because he receives intelligence briefings more frequently.
Johnson isn't getting much Republican support even for a border bill that appears to be crafted to win it -- members have demanded that the U.S. border be secured before funding is sent to Ukraine and other allies. Republicans did have a chance to consider a tough bipartisan security bill earlier in the year, but declined to do so as Trump vocally attacked it.
The four national security bills probably will need Democratic support because of the large number of Republicans who don't want to fund Ukraine aid. Those are expected to be considered together by the House Rules Committee, which structures how bills are considered on the House floor.
Johnson has instructed the Rules Committee to separately review the border security proposal in a way that will allow Republicans to amend it on the floor. This has greatly irritated many Republicans, who view the speaker's move as dooming the proposal, and has inspired dozens to protest the eventual rule vote.
"To have a separate vote that has no leverage in it to once again show Republicans would like to secure the border wall ... yeah, that's a joke," said Freedom Caucus Chairman Bob Good (R-Va.).
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Defying Niger exit order leaves U.S. troops vulnerable, whistleblower says
A U.S. Air Force leader in Niger made a whistleblower complaint to Congress raising alarm over the Biden administration's reluctance to heed an eviction notice.
By John Hudson, Dan Lamothe, Rachel Chason, Alex Horton | 2024-04-17

Protesters in Niger's capital, Niamey, call for the withdrawal of U.S. forces during a demonstration April 13. (Issifou Djibo/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A senior U.S. Air Force leader deployed in Niger is raising an alarm over the Biden administration's reluctance to heed an eviction notice from the military junta that last year overthrew the West African nation's democratically elected government.
The airman, in a private whistleblower complaint to Congress obtained by The Washington Post, accused top officials at the U.S. Embassy in Niger's capital of Niamey of having "intentionally suppressed intelligence" as they seek to maintain the "facade of a great country-to-country relationship." The embassy's actions, the whistleblower wrote, have "potential implications" for U.S. relations with other African nations "and the safety of our personnel in the region."
The State Department and Defense Department rejected the claims of negligence, saying the United States is making a final push to maintain a U.S. military presence in post-coup Niger, though they acknowledge that talks are difficult and may fail to produce an agreement.
The whistleblower complaint was transmitted to Capitol Hill before U.S. officials met Wednesday with Niger's prime minister. Follow-on discussions with other senior Nigerien officials were scheduled for next week -- talks that may seal the fate of Washington's relationship with what had been its chief security partner in a region beset by violence from groups linked to the Islamic State and al-Qaeda.
"There's a very narrow path here to finding an accommodation that addresses their interests and concerns and our interests and concerns," said a senior State Department official, who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the Biden administration's diplomatic efforts. "It may not work, but the fat lady hasn't sung yet."
View the Whistleblower's private complaint to Congress
The whistleblower's allegations highlight the difficulties for the United States in operating in a region of Africa that is increasingly unstable. In 2017, four American soldiers were killed after being ambushed on a mission in Niger, which military investigators blamed on poor training, planning and other institutional failures.
For years, the Pentagon has deployed a mix of mostly Air Force and Army personnel to Niger to support a mission scrutinizing militant groups in the region. Until the coup, the arrangement included drones flying in counterterrorism operations from a base the United States built and U.S. and Nigerien troops partnering on some patrols.
Niger's military junta last month declared the U.S. military presence there "illegal" and said that it was ending all accords, effective immediately. That announcement followed tense meetings with top officials from the State Department and the Pentagon, whom Nigerien leaders accused of attempting to dictate that the West African nation have no relationship with Iran, Russia or other U.S. adversaries.
In his complaint, directed to Rep. Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.) and other lawmakers, the whistleblower takes aim at Ambassador Kathleen FitzGibbon and Air Force Col. Nora J. Nelson-Richter, the defense attache posted there, accusing both of jeopardizing the safety of 1,100 American military personnel who are "being held hostage" in Niger while a diplomatic resolution remains elusive.
Officials at the U.S. Embassy referred questions to the State Department in Washington, which denied the whistleblower's claims. A spokesperson for Johnson's office declined to comment, saying they don't discuss possible constituent correspondence.
The complaint reveals new details about the status of U.S. forces in Niger and the restrictions on their ability to swap out personnel. After the coup, the whistleblower wrote, service members were told to "sit and hold" on their bases, leaving them unable either to carry out their counterterrorism mission or return to the United States after their six-month deployment reached its scheduled conclusion.
"They failed to be transparent with U.S. service members deployed to this country," the airman wrote of the embassy's top officials, adding that while they "gave a pretense that 'things were being worked,' " required permissions to fly U.S. military aircraft in Nigerien airspace were purposely "not being approved by the country's military government as a political bargaining chip to entice the U.S. government back to negotiate their withdrawal."
Reached by phone, the whistleblower declined to comment, citing a fear of professional reprisal and safety concerns. The Post verified the individual's name, rank and assignment, but generally does not identify whistleblowers who make protected communications to Congress.
Senior U.S. officials said they sympathized with concerns posed by personnel who have been unable to carry out their duties since last summer's coup, but they rejected the whistleblower's claim that embassy leaders had suppressed intelligence or put U.S. troops at risk.
"No one is suppressing any information: We're seeing the good, the bad, and the ugly. It's feeding into the deliberative process," said the senior State Department official. "To this person, it might be slow."
Gen. Michael Langley, who oversees U.S. military activity in Africa, confirmed in a statement to The Post that some diplomatic clearances for military flights recently have been denied, extending the deployments of U.S. troops in some cases. Senior leaders in his headquarters, he said, are working closely with the State Department and other organizations to make sure that U.S. forces deployed in Niger have what they need.

Gen. Michael Langley, who oversees U.S. military activity in Africa, arrives for a Senate hearing in 2022. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


While the Defense Department "paused" numerous activities in Niger following the coup in July, Langley said, "we greatly value and appreciate the U.S. forces deployed to the region, who continue to enable the [Defense Department] to monitor for potential threats throughout the Sahel in order to protect U.S. personnel, assets and interests, including the welfare of our partners."
A U.S. defense official said that some units have rotated in and out of Niger since the coup, while other deployments have been extended.
"But this is not uncommon," the defense official said, "particularly in distant locations."
When asked during a House Armed Services Committee hearing on Tuesday about the halting of flights into Niger, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Randy A. George said he was aware it was an issue.
Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.), who said at the hearing that he's spoken to a half-dozen U.S. personnel serving in Niger, criticized George and his civilian counterpart, Army Secretary Christine Wormuth, for not taking the situation more seriously.
"We have Army soldiers right now in Niger who aren't getting their troop rotations, who aren't getting their medicine, who aren't getting their supplies, who aren't getting their mail and the two senior people in the United States Army are sitting before me and it's like 'hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil,'" said Gaetz.
Gaetz accused government officials of delaying the inevitable departure of U.S. forces from Niger to spare the Biden administration the embarrassment of having to close facilities that cost the United States hundreds of millions of dollars to build only recently -- a charge officials denied.
U.S. officials have said they are examining the possibility of having a similar mission run from another West African country, but no specifics have been disclosed.
The whistleblower is deployed at Air Base 101 in Niamey. For months following the coup, senior Pentagon officials have said that U.S. troops are consolidating from the base in Niamey to another installation, Air Base 201, outside the Nigerien city of Agadez. U.S. troops are still in both locations, with the majority at 201, defense officials said.
The facility outside Agadez was conceived in 2013 and completed in 2019, according to a Defense Department inspector general report published in 2020 that cited the project for mismanagement and cost overruns. The base cost at least $100 million to build, the report said, underscoring the long-term investment the Pentagon made in Niger.
The fate of the U.S. military presence has been uncertain since Nigerien military officers ousted the country's president, Mohamed Bazoum, last summer.
The United States paused its security cooperation with Niger, limiting U.S. activities -- including unarmed drone flights -- to protection of American personnel. The Sahel region, including neighboring Mali and Burkina Faso, has become a global hot spot for Islamic extremism in recent years, and Niger saw such attacks spike dramatically following the coup.
Efforts by top American officials to convince Niger to get back on a democratic pathway so that U.S. assistance could resume have appeared to make little headway. Bazoum remains detained, and no timeline has been set for elections, despite repeated requests from American officials.
Then last month, a U.S. delegation visited Niamey. It included Langley, Molly Phee, the State Department's top official for African affairs, and Celeste Wallander, the Pentagon's assistant secretary of defense for international security affairs.
In a statement read on live television in mid-March, junta spokesman Amadou Abdramane accused that American delegation of condescension and emphasized Niger's right to choose its own partners. The junta has not publicly changed its position since then.
Last week, at least 100 Russian military instructors arrived in Niamey, marking an escalation of Niger's security relationship with Moscow that analysts said could make it difficult, if not impossible, for the United States to continue its own security cooperation. Reports on Nigerien state television said that the Russian instructors would be providing training and equipment -- specifically an air defense system -- to Niger.
Among Nigeriens, there has been a growing sense of resentment toward the American presence since the junta's announcement last month, an issue that Langley, during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing last month, attributed in part to Russian disinformation.
This past weekend, hundreds of protesters gathered in Niamey in what was a largely peaceful demonstration, chanting and waving signs as they called on the American troops to leave.
Chason reported from Dakar, Senegal.
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Senate votes to dismiss impeachment charges against Mayorkas
In party-line votes, the Senate voted to dismiss two articles of impeachment against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas alleging he mismanaged an influx of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border.
By Jacqueline Alemany, Liz Goodwin | 2024-04-18

Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) speaks after Democrats voted to dismiss impeachment charges against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post)


The Senate voted Wednesday to dismiss two articles of impeachment against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, which allege he mismanaged an influx of migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border. Both votes were along party lines.
The impeachment trial came to a close a little more than three hours after it started, following a GOP senator's move to quickly quash an offer for limited debate and the creation of an impeachment committee, marking a rapid close to the first impeachment of a sitting Cabinet secretary.
A spokesperson for Mayorkas released a statement highlighting the dismissal of the charges as further indication that "there was no evidence or Constitutional grounds to justify impeachment."

The Senate voted along party lines on April 17 to dismiss two articles of impeachment against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas.


Senators, voting 51 to 48 along party lines, found the first article charging Mayorkas with "willful and systemic refusal to comply with the law" to be unconstitutional. Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) voted present.
Senators voted again along party lines -- 51 to 49 -- to find the second article charging Mayorkas with "breach of public trust" also to be unconstitutional. This time, Murkowski sided with her party. The trial came to a conclusion before the House impeachment managers could present their arguments.
After the trial ended, Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) scolded his Democratic colleagues for setting a "very unfortunate precedent" by not following the directions of the House. "This is a day that's not a proud day in the history of the Senate," McConnell said to applause from other Republicans.
Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) retorted that Democrats were obligated to set a precedent that impeachment "never be used to settle policy disagreements."
Shortly after opening the trial, Schumer offered Republicans a period of debate time and the opportunity to form a committee on the matter -- a move that was sharply rejected by Sen. Eric Schmitt (R-Mo.). Schumer swiftly responded with a point of order to declare the first article unconstitutional, prompting the first of several procedural objections by Republicans that followed.
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) called for a closed session. Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-La.) motioned to adjourn the Senate until April 30. And McConnell called to reject the point of order made by Schumer. Each objection made by Republicans, who are in a relatively powerless position in the minority, failed.
Some senators appeared bored at their small desks as Republicans made one procedural point after another, forcing a series of unsuccessful votes to delay the trial and other matters. At times, Republicans attempted to deliver extended remarks on the Senate floor, blaming Mayorkas and Democrats for the record-breaking levels of migration at the southern U.S. border.
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) repeatedly interceded as her GOP colleagues tried to make their points of order into political statements, interrupting Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) as he described the border crisis in a lengthy introduction to another failed procedural vote.
Two House impeachment managers, who watched the proceedings from the back row, filed out of the chamber before senators were done tossing out the  second impeachment charge. Republicans argued that the body had set a precedent that the Senate can effectively ignore a House impeachment vote.
After indicating last week that he planned to vote with Democrats to dismiss the trial, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) ultimately voted with Republicans in what may have been the trial's only minor surprise.
In a statement issued after the trial closed, Romney said that while he did not believe the charges against Mayorkas met the Constitution's bar for impeachment, he "voted against the Schumer points of order because it was important to engage in some level of debate."
"It was a mistake for Senate Democrats to set a new precedent of disposing of the Articles of Impeachment without any evaluation whatsoever," Romney added.
Even the most politically vulnerable Democrats held the party line, voting unanimously to reject both charges and bring the trial to a close amid criticisms that House Republicans were abusing a constitutional tool to settle what amounted to policy differences.
Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.), a vulnerable lawmaker up for reelection in a red state key to the GOP's plan to win control of the upper chamber, ultimately voted with his party to dismiss the charges. But he called on the Biden administration to "do more to keep Montana and our country safe" in a post-trial statement.
"Montanans want real solutions that secure the border, not partisan games from D.C. politicians," Tester said. "I agree with my Republican colleagues who have said this exercise is a distraction that fails to make our country safer."
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Biden gathers with steelworkers in battleground state of Pennsylvania
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Philip Bump, Aaron Blake, Caroline Kitchener, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Blair Guild, David J. Lynch, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Katie Shepherd, Josh Dawsey, Ashley Parker, Erin Cox, Liz Goodwin, Maxine Joselow, Devlin Barrett, Shayna Jacobs, David Nakamura, Isaac Arnsdorf | 2024-04-17
President Biden gathered Wednesday with steelworkers in Pittsburgh. The event was part of three consecutive days of appearances in the presidential battleground state of Pennsylvania. Biden outlined new protections for the U.S. steel industry to combat what the White House calls "unfair" competition from China.
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The politics of the swiftly dismissed Mayorkas impeachment trial
Republicans will argue that Democratic senators dispensing with the trial of the homeland security secretary shows they aren't serious about the border. But they were again undercut by their own.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-04-17

A tally sheet shows the Senate's vote to kill the first article of impeachment against Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, with Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) voting present. (Haiyun Jiang/FTWP)


In early February, congressional Republicans made a conspicuous choice. They decided to kill a bipartisan Senate deal that included tough border security measures. Instead, they pressed forward with what was essentially a messaging exercise: impeaching Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas.
The confluence of events was telling. Even by the accounts of several Republicans, their party preferred attacking the Biden administration over the crisis at the border to actually doing something about it.
Two months later, Mayorkas's impeachment is dead. The Senate dispatched with the trial quickly Wednesday afternoon shortly after finally receiving a pair of articles of impeachment against him from the House.
It was predictable that the Democratic-controlled Senate would do this. But Republicans hope it will, at the very least, make Democrats look bad -- as if they aren't interested in holding accountable a man who Republicans say is responsible for the chaotic border.
And will it make the Democrats look bad?
There is no question the border is a major liability for President Biden. Mayorkas isn't exactly a sympathetic character, either; a recent poll showed that independents dislike him by a 2-to-1 margin.
But the GOP's impeachment effort was troubled from the start -- in ways that sharply undercut the claim that Democrats are derelict in shrugging off an impeachment trial. Even many Republicans said Mayorkas's actions weren't impeachable, and the party wound up lacking complete unity in both chambers in historic ways.
There was, of course, the remarkable initial vote in which the GOP-controlled House somehow failed to impeach Mayorkas. Three House Republicans voted against it, and a Democrat whom the GOP didn't expect to be present returned to leave the GOP one vote shy. The GOP ultimately succeeded a week later, by one vote.
Fast-forward to Wednesday, and the GOP was again unable to keep its membership united. Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) moved to vote on whether the articles against Mayorkas were unconstitutional -- basically that they did not meet the Constitution's standard of high crimes and misdemeanors. On the first article, Mayorkas's alleged "willful and systemic refusal to comply with the law," Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) voted "present."
It appears to be the first time in modern history that a senator from the impeaching party didn't vote with the party against dismissing charges. Republican senators were united in opposing such a motion in the 1999 Bill Clinton impeachment -- even as 10 later voted to acquit Clinton -- and Democratic senators were also united in opposing a motion to dismiss Donald Trump's post-Jan. 6 impeachment charges three years ago.
Similarly, it's the first time every senator from the president's party voted to dismiss the charges. A lone Democrat voted against dismissing Clinton's charges in 1999, and five Republicans voted against dismissing Trump's in 2021.
The handful of GOP defections undersell just how much concern there was about what their party was doing. Several GOP senators who voted against dismissing the charges nonetheless had previously labeled the whole thing a waste of time. They said the House hadn't shown that Mayorkas actually did anything impeachable. They said Mayorkas was basically just carrying out the administration's policy.
One called it "the worst, dumbest exercise and use of time." Another said the House GOP was "targeting a member of the administration without doing their homework." A third said the House had "nothing."
Those senators can perhaps justify their votes against dismissing the charges by saying the Senate should hold an actual trial if the House impeaches. But it's also evident that such a trial might well have resulted in a remarkable number of defections on the impeaching party's side -- if the GOP senators stayed true to their past comments about Mayorkas.
Of course, the intricacies of Congress -- and whether an alleged offense is technically impeachable or just bad -- are generally of little concern to the American people. So Republicans will point to this as evidence that Democrats aren't taking the border seriously and hope the American people care about it.
What we can say right now is that it's not clear Americans care or can be made to care that much. That poll mentioned above, from the Economist and YouGov shortly after Mayorkas's impeachment, showed Americans approved of it 43 percent to 25 percent -- a pretty large margin. And, as mentioned, the poll also showed Mayorkas was unpopular.
But it also showed 4 in 10 Americans didn't even have an opinion of him -- reflecting how few people were tuning in to the whole thing. And we don't have other good polling on this, in large part because it doesn't seem to have penetrated as a story.
In short, it's now up to Republicans to get the American people animated about something that even their congressional membership wasn't terribly animated about.
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Inside the GOP reckoning over Arizona's 1864 abortion ban
A deeply conflicted state House chamber did not repeal the Civil War-era law on Wednesday, highlighting the indecision of swing-district Republicans.
By Caroline Kitchener, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez | 2024-04-17

An abortion rights protest in Scottsdale, Ariz., on Sunday. (Rebecca Noble/Reuters)


PHOENIX -- A Republican state legislator proclaimed on the floor of the Arizona Senate two months ago that "abortion is the ending of an innocent human life."
Another includes a declaration on his website that he will always "fight for the unborn."
And a third championed a law to allow those who are pregnant to use the carpool lane, arguing that a "pre-born baby" should be treated "as the human they are."
Now all three state lawmakers say that -- if presented with the opportunity -- they would be likely to vote to repeal a Civil War-era law that would soon ban abortion across the state.
Like many of their fellow conservatives around the country, the three Republican lawmakers had long expressed a seemingly unshakable moral view that abortion was an abomination that should be stopped. But then came the national uproar over a decision by the Arizona Supreme Court last week upholding an 1864 abortion ban that punishes providers with prison time -- coupled with a sense that the backlash could hurt Donald Trump's presidential campaign in a state he narrowly lost four years ago.
The Arizona lawmakers did not get a chance to vote on whether to repeal the law Wednesday, as Republican leaders succeeded in blocking a vote on the House floor while their party scrambles to come up with a plan to deal with the issue. People familiar with ongoing conversations among legislators said the GOP is weighing its options.
Still, the shift by state Sen. Shawnna Bolick and state Reps. Tim Dunn and Matt Gress -- as well as Arizona U.S. Senate candidate Kari Lake -- lays bare a larger crisis within the Republican Party over how to handle the abortion issue ahead of November. The U.S. Supreme Court's 2022 ruling to overturn Roe v. Wade passed the practical decision of whether to allow access to abortion to state lawmakers, and many Republicans are now caught between long-held, often religiously rooted views that have defined the GOP for generations and a more practical desire to win elections.
In recent days, Lake, who once described the 160-year-old measure as a "great law," has been personally lobbying some Republicans to repeal the ban, highlighting the political stakes of the looming vote. According to one lawmaker who received such a call and spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations, Lake made it clear that she "understands [the pre-Roe ban] will be bad for her and for Trump." They discussed how Arizona is essential for Trump to secure the presidency, the lawmaker said. Trump lost the state to Joe Biden in 2020 by only 10,457 votes.
The dilemma facing Republicans on abortion has grown even more acute since last Wednesday, when Trump said Arizona's abortion ban goes too far and promised it would be "straightened out" by "the governor and everybody else." Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee who has bragged about his role in the overturning of Roe, made a similar promise about a pending six-week abortion ban in Florida, even as he has argued the abortion issue should be left to the states.
Two Republicans in the Arizona House of Representatives and two in the Senate would have to join all of both chambers' Democrats to repeal the ban, which could take effect as early as June 8 without legislative action. If the legislature agrees to repeal the 1864 ban, the current law banning abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy prevails, legislative staffers and lawmakers said.
Republicans, including Arizona House Speaker Ben Toma, on Wednesday blocked an effort to bring the repeal measure to the floor for a vote. Several Republicans who said they were likely to vote to repeal the law, including Dunn, voted against suspending House rules to allow the effort to move forward. Some considered it to be less politically risky to block the vote than to vote against the repeal.
"The last thing we should be doing today is rushing through the legislative process to repeal a law that has been enacted and reaffirmed by the legislature several times," Toma said on the House floor. "Abortion is a very complicated topic. It is ethically, morally complex."
A Republican lawmaker familiar with internal discussions said many in the caucus are inclined to delay the vote a week, until they can draft their own version of an abortion referendum to put on the ballot in November.
Abortion rights advocates have been gathering signatures to place a referendum on the ballot that would protect access until the point of fetal viability, or roughly 24 weeks of pregnancy. A leaked GOP strategy document from earlier this week suggests Republicans try to offer an alternative, protecting access only until six or 15 weeks.
Once Republicans have support for an alternative referendum, the lawmaker said, they probably would proceed to vote together to repeal the 1864 ban and advance the ballot measure.
As they weighed their votes ahead of Wednesday, many Republicans in Arizona described agonizing over the decision -- reckoning with core beliefs as they texted colleagues, talked to constituents, pastors and priests, and prayed for wisdom. One received what they described as "threats" from a leading state antiabortion advocate.
"This is the most difficult decision that I've made in the eight years that I've been there," said state Rep. David Cook (R), a longtime abortion foe who, as of Tuesday, said he had not decided how he would vote. "You're faced with the personal convictions of protecting ... an innocent life."
State Sen. Ken Bennett (R), who represents a red area and once presided over the chamber as president and also served as secretary of state, predicted that several Republicans would not "have a chance" of getting reelected if the pre-Roe ban is allowed to stand.
The question of the 1864 law has deeply divided the caucus, with some staunch antiabortion advocates urging their colleagues to hold firm against repeal -- and lobbing personal attacks at those who are considering voting for it.
"Anybody who would allow innocent people to be killed to preserve their political career to win an election does not deserve to win," said state Rep. Alex Kolodin (R), who sees the 1864 law as a victory for the party's core ideological position as well as a major humanitarian triumph.
Several GOP lawmakers and operatives said Trump's comments could ease the decision to vote for a repeal for some Republicans who were on the fence, granting them permission to go against their values for a better chance at securing victory in November.
"It gave them cover," said one prominent Arizona Republican who supports the repeal and spoke on the condition of anonymity to candidly discuss internal party dynamics. Trump's statements would have been even more helpful, the person added, if some antiabortion members were not "virtue signaling" about the pre-Roe ban and "trying to force everybody to be pilloried for representing their constituents."
Some Republican resistance to the state Supreme Court ruling emerged almost immediately. Soon after the court made its decision on April 9, several GOP lawmakers issued statements condemning the move, including Gress, Bolick and state Sen. T.J. Shope -- who all hail from districts that could be competitive in November.
Bolick, who is married to an Arizona Supreme Court justice, urged fellow Republicans to "find common ground of common sense" and "repeal the territorial law."
Gress made a similar argument on the House floor last Wednesday, after he moved to suspend the chamber's rules to bring forward the motion to repeal the law -- a maneuver that surprised and angered many of his Republican colleagues. When he was shut down by the GOP majority, the Democrats erupted into chants of "Shame, Shame, Shame!"
(Bolick did not respond to a request for comment. Gress declined to comment.)
Almost all of the GOP lawmakers who are now considering a repeal voted in the spring of 2022 -- before Roe was overturned -- for a law that banned abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy and included an explicit endorsement of the 1864 ban, specifying that the new 15-week law would not preclude the near-total abortion ban from taking effect if the U.S. Supreme Court acted. The leaders of the Arizona House and Senate went even further, submitting an amicus brief in May 2023 to the state's highest court arguing that the pre-Roe ban should be allowed to stand.
In an interview, Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs (D) stressed that Republicans in the legislature "asked for this."
"They own this. They voted for a bill that had this explicit language in it," she said. "They had the ability to not vote for this law in the first place."
Hobbs and her team have talked to key GOP lawmakers about the repeal effort, assuring them she would sign repeal legislation if it passes, according to people familiar with the discussions who spoke on the condition of anonymity to disclose private deliberations.
Some Republicans started to recognize the shifting political winds soon after Roe was overturned -- especially after voters in conservative Kansas voted overwhelmingly to protect abortion rights in August 2022. In Arizona, Gress sent out mailers ahead of the midterms that year saying he opposed the pre-Roe ban, despite sponsoring several bills during his time in the legislature designed to recognize a fetus as a person.
Some Republicans maintain that a vote to repeal the 1864 law would not be at odds with their antiabortion beliefs because they are trying to be strategic about choosing a path forward that would prevent the most abortions.
"What's going to save the most lives? That's what Republicans are struggling with," said Dunn, the GOP representative, who is concerned about the abortion referendum backed by Democrats. "You do not want to vote for something that moves it from a zero ban to back to 15 weeks. ... But if we don't remove it, you're going to force this ballot measure that's going to be almost guaranteed to win."
On Monday, the House GOP general counsel circulated a PowerPoint presentation outlining the party's strategy to combat the abortion referendum with an alternative ballot initiative, which would allow the procedure only up until six weeks of pregnancy, before many people know they're pregnant, or 15 weeks. The goal, according to the presentation, would be to "pull votes" from the Democrats' referendum.
The presentation ended with a meme of comedian Seth Meyers, with the words, "Boom. Easy as That."
Abortion rights advocates have triumphed around the country each of the seven times abortion has appeared on the ballot since Roe was overturned.
Although he wants the 160-year-old law repealed, Sen. Brian Fernandez, a Democrat from Yuma, is wary about the GOP's next move. By joining forces with Republicans to try to eliminate that law, he warned his Democratic colleagues during an emotional meeting last week, they would usher in another big fight with the GOP on the dueling referendums.
"Now all the sudden, Matt Gress is the savior for women's rights?" Fernandez asked, referring to the Republican who pushed last week for a vote to repeal.
"I don't buy it. Maybe I'm just cynical, maybe I'm stupid, I don't know, but I don't buy that these guys are somehow going to be the savior for us," he said.
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Biden wants to hike tariffs on Chinese steel as U.S. election looms
As November draws closer, President Biden is calling for tripling tariffs on Chinese steel and protections for the U.S. industry. 
By David J. Lynch | 2024-04-17

U.S. Steel's Edgar Thomson Plant in Braddock, Pa., in December. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


President Biden on Wednesday unveiled new protections for the U.S. steel industry, as he moves to combat what the White House calls "unfair" Chinese competition and shore up his political fortunes in the battleground states of Pennsylvania and Ohio.
In remarks to the United Steelworkers union in Pittsburgh, the president called for more than tripling the existing 7.5 percent tariff on Chinese steel and aluminum imports, new pressure on Mexico to prevent China from shipping  metals to the United States via Mexican ports, and an investigation of Chinese subsidies for its shipbuilding industry.
That probe, launched Wednesday by the office of U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai, could lead to the imposition of fresh tariffs or other penalties on Chinese vessels. The investigation is a response to a petition from the United Steelworkers and four other unions last month.
The actions are just the latest sign of the president's determination to be seen as a defender of the steel industry, whose workers are spread across states in the industrial Midwest that could decide the election. In March, the president made an unusually direct comment about a pending corporate acquisition, saying it was "vital" that U.S. Steel remain American-owned.
Nippon Steel, a larger and more profitable Japanese company, has agreed to acquire the once-famed American steelmaker for $14.9 billion. The deal is being reviewed for potential national security issues by a Treasury Department-led committee.
The burst of industry-specific safeguards cheered the president's union audience Wednesday. But it could raise costs for industries that use steel, which employ far more workers.
Biden's likely opponent this fall, former president Donald Trump, is courting the same voters with his own brand of economic nationalism. The Republican has said he will impose an across-the-board tariff of 10 percent on all foreign products and a 60 percent levy on Chinese imports, a move many economists say would stoke inflation.
The mix of tariffs and investigations also represent Biden's sharpest actions to date to prevent China from unleashing on global markets an avalanche of low-cost goods, at a time when demand in its domestic economy is weak.
Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen recently returned from a visit to Beijing, where she warned Chinese officials that the United States would not accept a second "China shock," a reference to the impact of China's economic rise in the early 2000s on U.S. manufacturers. China's routine use of subsidies and other preferences for favored companies has resulted in excess capacity in traditional sectors like steelmaking and the emerging industries of clean energy.
"China's policy-driven overcapacity poses a serious risk to the future of the American steel and aluminum industry. China cannot export its way to recovery. China is simply too big to play by its own rules. In manufacturing sectors like steel, China is already producing more than China or the world can easily absorb," said Lael Brainard, director of the National Economic Council, who briefed reporters on the president's actions.
China's steel production is equal to roughly half of global demand for the industrial metal, and its export prices are about 40 percent lower than what U.S. steelmakers charge, according to the administration.
Still, current Chinese imports amount to just 0.6 percent of total U.S. steel demand, according to a second White House official who spoke on background Tuesday under the administration's ground rules for such calls.
The 25 percent tariffs Biden wants on Chinese steel and aluminum would come after the U.S. Trade Representative concludes its long-running review of existing trade barriers on goods from China.
The administration expects the tariffs to have "no inflationary" effect, since they apply to such a limited set of goods, the official added.
Biden administration officials have been pressing Mexico for months to address a sharp increase in shipments of steel and aluminum to the United States. Tai has accused Mexico of violating a 2019 agreement that led to the removal of Trump's 25 percent tariff, imposed in 2018.
U.S. officials have held several rounds of talks with their Mexican counterparts, including this week. Mexican officials have rejected claims that the shipments violate the vaguely worded agreement.
"The administration is correct that the problem is Chinese overcapacity. The real question is how do you make them eat it," said William Reinsch, a trade specialist with the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
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Trump is overstating the problem of having to be in court
His campaign style is uniquely well-suited to having his weekdays occupied.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-18

Former president Donald Trump walks out of the courtroom following the first day of jury selection in Manhattan criminal court Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


When the second day of his Manhattan criminal trial wrapped Tuesday, former president Donald Trump headed uptown to visit a bodega. It was a campaign stop, alerted to the media in advance and summarized in a news release afterward. And despite insistences from Trump and his allies that having to attend the trial is an encumbrance designed to keep him off the campaign trail, the bodega visit was a good reminder that there's still plenty of time in the week for Trump to campaign.
Especially when one campaigns the way Trump does.
Let's consider April and May of his previous two presidential campaigns.
In 2020, he held precisely zero campaign rallies -- not because he didn't want to but because the pandemic was still new, and his approach to it was still somewhat cautious. It is admittedly unfair, though, to suggest that he could have kept up his 2020 schedule had he been on trial at that point (although he could).
In 2016, his calendar was busier. He held 44 rallies during those two months -- but they were also months in which he was forcefully contesting the Republican nomination! Even so, only about half those rallies fell on weekdays when Trump would have been required to be in the courtroom in 2024. (The judge in the Manhattan case has blocked off Wednesdays to tend to other work.)




Notice what happened when he functionally secured the nomination in early May, though, after Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) and former Ohio governor John Kasich dropped out: His schedule evaporated. He wasn't really campaigning in May anyway.
Put another way: Trump has never held presidential campaign rallies in the middle of May.
Those rallies, incidentally, were often of the fly in, speak and leave variety. In 2020, these were the centerpiece of his campaigning efforts: landing at an airport and holding a rally on the tarmac. That style of rally was covid-friendly, at least more than arena rallies, and it let him spend relatively little time on the ground.
That approach could work well this year, too. You can get from the courthouse to the helipad at South Street Seaport in about 20 minutes. It takes less time than that to get to John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York by helicopter and then, say, two hours to Detroit. Another half-hour of driving, and you could have an 8:30 p.m. rally in Michigan even if court doesn't get out until 5 p.m.
Campaigning isn't just rallies, of course. A candidate's time must also be spent in strategy meetings and fundraising, things that Trump will not do while he's otherwise engaged on the 15th floor of the criminal court building. If the legal and campaign schedule is too exhausting, perhaps he will need to adjust the amount of time he spends outside of the courtroom on Truth Social posting disparaging comments and reposting news articles. (This used to be called "executive time.")
The focus of complaints this week, though, hasn't been the interruption to his campaign, but instead that he might not get to attend son Barron's upcoming high school graduation. It will be held on a Thursday, requiring that Trump get approval from the court to attend. His allies have moaned loudly that Trump can't go; in reality, the judge indicated he might be amenable to allowing him to do so.
It is admittedly unlikely that he would similarly give Trump a pass to attend a particularly important campaign rally.
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Supreme Court makes it easier to file workplace discrimination claims
The justices unanimously ruled that employees do not need to prove harm to career prospects or a change in salary or rank to win a discrimination claim.
By Ann Marimow, Julian  Mark | 2024-04-17

The Supreme Court seen from Capitol Hill on Tuesday. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court on Wednesday made it easier for workers to pursue employment discrimination claims over job transfers, unanimously siding with a female police sergeant in St. Louis who said she was reassigned to a less prestigious role because she is a woman.
Federal civil rights law prohibits employment discrimination on the basis of protected characteristics such as sex, race and religion. Congress passed Title VII to ensure equal employment opportunities and to eliminate discrimination in the workplace.
The issue for the justices was whether the statute guards against all discriminatory job transfers or requires an additional showing in court by the employee that the involuntary move caused a "significant disadvantage," such as harm to career prospects or a change in salary or rank.
Justice Elena Kagan, writing for six justices, said that higher standard applied by some lower courts was wrong and employees instead must only show some harm.
"Although an employee must show some harm from a forced transfer to prevail," Kagan wrote, "she need not show that the injury satisfies a significance test."
In addition to civil rights groups, employment attorneys and some conservatives had been closely watching the case, believing that a broad ruling for the police sergeant could lead to an increase in reverse-discrimination claims against workplace diversity, equity and inclusion programs.
Jatonya Clayborn Muldrow sued the St. Louis Police Department after she was transferred in 2017 out of the intelligence division, from a position that allowed her to be deputized as an FBI agent, work a steady weekday schedule, and broadly investigate public corruption and human trafficking cases.
Muldrow said in court filings that her new assignment lacked the same prestige and benefits. Even though her pay remained the same, she lost her FBI privileges, had to work patrol and was assigned weekend shifts. Muldrow, who according to court filings was known as a "workhorse," was replaced in the intelligence division by a male sergeant who previously worked with Muldrow's male supervisor.
In her opinion Wednesday, Kagan wrote that Muldrow's allegations meet the court's new standard "with room to spare."
"If those allegations are proved, she was left worse off several times over. It does not matter, as the courts below thought, that her rank and pay remained the same, or that she still could advance to other jobs," Kagan wrote.
The decision aims to lower the bar for employees to proceed in court with a discrimination claim, allowing lawsuits that failed under the old standard to presumably succeed.
Although the court's judgment in favor of Muldrow was unanimous, three justices -- Clarence Thomas, Samuel A. Alito Jr. and Brett M. Kavanaugh -- each wrote separately to explain their differences with their colleagues' reasoning and their view of the ruling's potential impact.
Alito said he doubted the court's decision would make a meaningful difference and expects lower court judges will "mind the words they use but will continue to do pretty much just what they have done for years." He called the opinion "unhelpful" because lower court judges, he wrote, will struggle to apply the new standard of harm.
Thomas also said there was "little practical difference" between the court's new test and the current practice of appeals court judges.
Kavanaugh said he would have gone further and not required the worker to show they had suffered in any specific way other than being subject to a discriminatory transfer. Federal law, he wrote, "does not require a separate showing of some harm. The discrimination is harm."
Employment attorneys said the court's ruling will probably spark a greater number of discrimination claims beyond transfers, including challenges to certain DEI programs, and cause employers to assess whether some of their programs might be vulnerable to challenges under the new "some harm" standard set by the court.
"Does this mean the end of [DEI]? I don't think so," said Alyesha Asghar, an attorney with Littler Mendelson and the co-chair of the firm's practice group for equal employment opportunity and diversity.
Some groups, including the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, said they doubted the ruling would have an impact on DEI because many employment-related programs do not rely on race.
Rather, such programs are "fundamental to fulfilling employers' Title VII obligations to create workplaces that are free from discrimination and in which everyone feels included and valued," said Amalea Smirniotopoulos, senior policy counsel and co-manager of the defense fund's Equal Protection Initiative.
In Muldrow's case, a district court judge in Missouri had sided with the city, saying Muldrow had not proved that her transfer caused sufficient disadvantage. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit agreed, finding that Muldrow could not proceed with her lawsuit because she failed to demonstrate that the transfer amounted to an "adverse employment action" that caused tangible harm.
The Supreme Court said Wednesday that nothing in the text of Title VII requires courts to distinguish between job transfers that cause "significant disadvantages and transfers causing not-so-significant ones."
"And that difference can make a real difference for complaining transferees. Many forced transfers leave workers worse off respecting employment terms or conditions," Kagan wrote.
The justice pushed back on concerns from the city that employees would inundate the court system with meritless, burdensome claims. "There is reason to doubt that the floodgates will open in the way feared," she wrote, because employees must still show some injury.
The Supreme Court's opinion sends the case, Muldrow v. City of St. Louis, back to the lower courts for additional proceedings that account for the high court's ruling.
Robert Loeb, the lawyer for the police department, said in a statement he was pleased that the court had retained a requirement that employees show "some harm." The city "looks forward to showing on remand why [Muldrow] cannot meet that standard," he said.
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How Arizona Senate candidate Kari Lake has shifted her abortion stance
Kari Lake, who's closely aligned with Donald Trump, has been striking a different tone on reproductive rights as the issue becomes increasingly visible.
By Maegan Vazquez | 2024-04-17

Kari Lake speaks to a crowd in Florida on June 12. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


In 2022, Republican candidate Kari Lake, who was vying to be governor, called abortion the "ultimate sin" and praised a 160-year-old Arizona measure that virtually outlawed abortion as "a great law."
In 2024, Lake, now vying to be a U.S. senator, has evolved in her stance. After the Arizona state Supreme Court ruled on Tuesday that the 1864 law can be revived, Lake said the decision was "out of step with Arizonans."
Lake, a former television news anchor who narrowly lost her 2022 gubernatorial race to Katie Hobbs (D), has been striking a different tone on reproductive rights as the issue shapes up to be an animating force this election cycle. The spotlight has been strong on Arizona since the court ruled that the near-total ban, which was enacted even before Arizona became a state, can be enforced.
The ruling, which is not yet in effect, would outlaw the procedure except to save a pregnant person's life. Health-care providers who perform abortions could be punished with prison time, though Arizona's attorney general, Democrat Kris Mayes, has vowed not to enforce any ban. The decision has sent shock waves throughout the battleground state and could jeopardize Republican hopes of picking up a seat in the U.S. Senate. Lake is expected to face Democratic Rep. Ruben Gallego in the November general election.
Since Tuesday's ruling, Lake has called on Hobbs and the GOP-led state legislature to come together on a solution. In a 51/2-minute campaign video released Thursday, Lake sought to appeal to the majority of the state and echoed what she told NBC News in early March, saying the near-total abortion ban -- which invokes an 1864 law that states that anyone who administers an abortion could face a mandatory prison sentence of two years to five years -- is "out of line with where the people of this state are."
In the video, Lake declared that if elected to the Senate, she would not support federal funding for abortions nor would she support a federal abortion ban. She expressed support for abortion exceptions in the case of rape, incest or threat to the life of the pregnant person, and also noted that she wants other those who are pregnant to have "more choices" -- but did not get into specifics.
"I chose life, but I'm not every woman. I want to make sure that every woman who finds herself pregnant has more choices so that she can make that choice that I made," she said.
Along with outlining her position on abortion, Lake also expressed her support for what she called a "baby bonus" -- providing tax incentives for individuals who get married and lowering their tax rate for each child born. Throughout the video, Lake repeatedly associated her stance on the abortion issue with former president Donald Trump -- who continues to poll ahead of President Biden in Arizona.
When asked for comment, Lake's campaign referred The Washington Post to the video posted Thursday.
Trump has found himself having to shift on abortion, especially this election cycle. Just a day before the Arizona ruling came out, Trump said states should make their own decisions about regulating abortion. But then he criticized the Arizona court for reinstating an abortion law he said goes too far.
Lake was also among a long list of GOP politicians who had declared that they believe life begins at conception.
But ever since Roe v. Wade was overturned nationally two years ago, Arizona has been confronted with how to change its laws. Since December 2022, the state has allowed doctors to provide abortions up to 15 weeks into a pregnancy, with exceptions for medical emergencies.
Then came an Alabama Supreme Court ruling in February that declared that frozen embryos should be considered children, prompting many providers of in vitro fertilization to temporarily halt the procedure as they weighed the consequences of the decision. The Alabama ruling prompted many Republicans -- including Lake and members of Congress who had signed on to legislation declaring that life begins at conception -- to express their support for in vitro fertilization.
Now Arizona voters are poised to consider whether to amend the state's constitution to enshrine abortion rights in November. Polls show that a majority of Arizona voters want abortion to be legal and many say it's an issue that motivates their voting decision.
An October New York Times-Siena College poll found that 59 percent of Arizona registered voters said abortion should be mostly or always legal; 34 percent said it should be mostly or always illegal. In a Fox News poll from March, 39 percent of Arizona voters said abortion would be extremely important in deciding their vote for president, and 32 percent said it would be very important. Those who supported Biden in 2020 were nearly twice as likely to say the issue would be extremely important in their vote, 51 percent to 27 percent.
Arizona's ruling -- and Republicans's response to it -- have again highlighted the electoral challenge the GOP faces over their party's record on abortion and reproductive rights.
So far, access to abortion in the post-Roe era has been a winning stance for Democrats, and ballot measures to expand abortion access have been successful, even in Republican-dominated states. At the same time, Republicans like Lake are finding they have had to revisit what they've said about the issue in the past.
During a Republican gubernatorial debate in 2022, when Lake expressed support for the 1864 law, she added that abortion pills should be illegal and said she believes life begins at conception.
"My personal belief is that all life matters. All life counts, and all life is precious, and I don't believe in abortion," she said then. "I think the older law is going to take and is going to go into effect. That's what I believe will happen."
Lake also told "The Conservative Circus with James T. Harris" in a radio interview in 2022 that she supported a law that prohibits abortions with exceptions to save the life of the mother.
"I'm incredibly thrilled that we are going to have a great law that's already on the books," Lake said, adding that "it will prohibit abortion in Arizona except to save the life of a mother. And I think we're going to be paving the way and setting course for other states to follow."
Lake, who remains the front-runner ahead of the state's GOP primary this summer, will then probably face off against Gallego, a member of Congress from Phoenix. He and other Democrats are seizing the opportunity to attack her shifting comments on the issue.
Speaking to reporters before appearing alongside Vice President Harris at a campaign rally in Tucson on Friday, Gallego seized on the importance of abortion rights to voters, saying abortion access was "the number one political issue" in Arizona.
Gallego and Harris both blamed Trump for what's happening in Arizona, connecting the new near-total abortion ban to Trump's appointment of conservative U.S. Supreme Court justices who ultimately overturned Roe in 2022.
"The overturning of Roe was, without any question, a seismic event -- and this ban here in Arizona is one of the biggest aftershocks yet," Harris said.
Lake may also be losing some of her core supporters and antiabortion activists as she struggles for a more moderate message. Steve Deace, an Iowa-based conservative talk show host, wrote on X this week that he was "extremely disappointed" by Lake's opposition to the ruling. "In 2022, I thought Kari Lake was one of the best candidates I've ever seen, and said so. Now she is almost completely unrecognizable from the candidate she was then, just two years later," he wrote.
Kim Owens, who has long been involved with the Arizona Republican Party, also said she was disappointed by Lake's recent statements.
"If you are pro-life and you're looking at the landscape and you recognize that this is something we've been fighting for decades and that the fight continues, in Arizona we're faced with a ballot proposition that is an abomination," Owens said.
Owens, who supports Lake's GOP primary competitor in the Senate race Mark Lamb, a sheriff, said she thinks Lake is "trying to go outside of her base" to attract more voters.
"I think she understands that she does not have the allure she once did. She's seen the numbers. Mark Lamb is picking up a lot of support from party faithful, and she's afraid she's going to lose her base," she said.
Mariana Alfaro, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Molly Hennessy-Fiske and Sabrina Rodriguez contributed to this report.
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NRA averts another trial by settling lawsuit by D.C. attorney general
The NRA avoided another potentially expensive trial by settling with the D.C. attorney general on allegations that its charity arm misused funds.
By Beth Reinhard | 2024-04-17

Fundraising has plunged and legal fees have soared for the National Rifle Association, whose headquarters are located in Fairfax, Va. (Jim Lo Scalzo/EPA-EFE)


The National Rifle Association is promising to reform how its charitable arm distributes money in a settlement with D.C. Attorney General Brian L. Schwalb (D), allowing the beleaguered organization to avoid another potentially embarrassing and expensive trial.
The announcement comes nearly two months after a New York jury found the top NRA leadership liable for financial misconduct and corruption, following a six-week trial that exposed how the nonprofit's officials spent millions on luxury travel, designer clothes and other extravagant perks. Former NRA CEO Wayne LaPierre was found liable for $5.4 million in damages, while former CFO Wilson "Woody" Phillips was ordered to pay $2 million in damages.
A trial was scheduled to begin April 29 in the D.C. case, which accused the NRA Foundation of funneling millions of dollars without proper oversight to the organization to compensate for its reckless spending.
The foundation "violated this sacred public trust, allowing the NRA to use them as an unchecked piggy bank," Schwalb said in a statement. "Abusing that trust as the NRA did violates both the public interest and District law."
The NRA did not acknowledge any wrongdoing in the settlement, and previously denied the lawsuit's claims in court filings. NRA officials have repeatedly portrayed the lawsuits in D.C. and New York as politically motivated attacks by Democratic law enforcement officials, and a press release from the organization described the new settlement as a "victory."
"This is further proof of the NRA's commitment to good governance," said NRA President Charles Cotton in a statement. "The NRA confronted this political attack -- and emerges from this lawsuit strong, secure, and vindicated."
The conclusion of the two cases caps one of the most tumultuous chapters in the history of the nation's largest gun group. Since 2019, political infighting and accusations of lavish spending have tarnished the NRA's reputation and drained its coffers. Fundraising has plunged, while legal fees soared, leaving the gun lobby poorly positioned to influence the high-stakes 2024 election.
Under the District's laws, prosecutors can't collect financial penalties from wayward nonprofits. The settlement requires the NRA Foundation to form an audit committee and to establish new policies on avoiding conflicts of interest and making grants and loans to the NRA. Board members will have to undergo annual nonprofit compliance training through 2026.
The NRA Foundation's tax-deductible contributions are supposed to fund charitable, educational and scientific purposes related to firearms. It is allowed to provide financial support to the NRA only for activities consistent with those purposes.
But the complaint filed in District of Columbia Superior Court in 2020 said the foundation put the NRA's financial demands ahead of its own charitable mission. It said the foundation paid fees to the NRA that were used for expensive consulting agreements and approved multimillion-dollar loans to the NRA without any apparent charitable benefits. The NRA also abruptly boosted the fees it charged the foundation by millions of dollars without providing proper documentation, according to the lawsuit.
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In a swing through Pennsylvania, Biden pivots to populism
Addressing steelworkers Wednesday, President Biden identified with families of modest means and sought to create a contrast with former president Donald Trump. 
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2024-04-17

President Biden speaks at the United Steelworkers headquarters in Pittsburgh on Wednesday. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


PITTSBURGH -- Speaking at the headquarters of the United Steelworkers union, President Biden on Wednesday announced an array of efforts to protect the steel industry in this battleground state, seeking to paint himself as a champion of the middle class and draw a contrast to Donald Trump.
"We're in a strong position to win the economic competitions of the 21st century against China and anywhere else, because we're investing in American workers," Biden said.
In contrast, he said Trump, his likely opponent in the fall, had supported corporations and the wealthy over everyday Americans. "He opposed the increase in the overall federal minimum wage," Biden said. "He put union-busters on the National Labor Relations Board."
During a three-day swing through Pennsylvania this week, Biden has leaned into populist anger against the rich and worries of a world weighted against the middle class. Biden told the room full of steelworkers that he embraces policies that come "from Scranton, from Pittsburgh, from a thousand working-middle-class neighbors all across America."
A day earlier, in Scranton, he sought to mark a stark difference between his origins and Trump's.
"All I knew about people like Trump is that they looked down on us," Biden told the crowd in his childhood town, contrasting his upbringing with Trump's residence at his resort in Palm Beach, Fla. "They wouldn't let us into their homes and their country clubs. When I look at the economy, I look at it through the eyes of Scranton, not through the eyes of Mar-a-Lago."
In Pittsburgh on Wednesday, Biden spoke of a slew of new trade protections for the steel industry. He called for a tripling of the 7.5 percent tariff on Chinese steel imports, as well as increased pressure to prevent China from shipping steel to America through Mexican ports.
The White House has called for an investigation of Chinese subsidies for its shipbuilding industry, following a petition from the United Steelworkers and four other unions last month.
During a meet-and-greet with steelworkers before his formal remarks, one woman shouted, "Let's keep U.S. Steel in America!" The president responded, "Guaranteed."
In March, the president made an unusually direct comment about a pending corporate acquisition, saying it was "vital" that U.S. Steel remain American-owned.
Nippon Steel, a Japanese company that is larger and more profitable, has agreed to acquire the American steelmaker for $14.9 billion. The deal is being reviewed for potential national security issues by a Treasury Department-led committee.
Biden's actions are just the latest sign of the president's determination to be seen as a defender of American workers such as those in the steel industry, whose employees are spread across states in the industrial Midwest, the "blue wall" that could decide Biden's political fate in November.
In making the argument, he has leaned into his middle-class upbringing, including the years he spent in Scranton, which he portrays as a scrappy, working-class town. He argues that Trump, on the other hand, is a billionaire who lives in a gilded club in Florida and would bolster other billionaires, the very people who have had an unfair advantage for too long.
"No billionaire should pay a lower tax rate than a teacher," he said, citing Trump as part of the problem.

Biden walks with children in front of his childhood home in Scranton, Pa., on Tuesday. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


Biden in recent months has struck a populist tone in other ways. He has criticized big corporations for raising prices and imposing what he calls "junk fees" -- hidden costs that companies such as banks and airlines tuck into their consumer prices.
Trump is spending much of this week at his criminal trial in New York, facing charges of falsifying records to hide a hush money payment to an adult-film actress. Biden has not mentioned the trial directly, but his campaign hopes to highlight the contrast with Trump's highflying world of business dealings, New York tabloids and alleged affairs.
Trump and his supporters respond that he was by far the better president for working-class Americans and would be again -- one who boosts the economy, fights illegal immigration, cuts taxes and slashes regulation. But the battle is also over who is more emotionally aligned with workers, as Trump stresses his cultural conservatism and Biden emphasizes his modest upbringing and ties to unions.
Pennsylvania, which is central to these battles, is a pivotal swing state that is expected to see frequent visits from both Trump and Biden before November's election. Trump won the state in 2016 but lost it by some 80,000 votes to Biden in 2020. After Biden's stop in Pittsburgh on Wednesday, he will travel to Philadelphia on Thursday.
Trump is courting the same middle-class voters with his own brand of economic nationalism. The Republican has said that, if elected, he would impose an across-the-board tariff of 10 percent on all foreign products and a 60 percent levy on Chinese imports. Many economists say the move would stoke inflation.
David J. Lynch in Washington contributed to this report.
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Trump takes aim at a remaining House Republican who voted to impeach him 
Of the 10 House Republicans who voted to impeach Donald Trump after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, just Rep. Dan Newhouse and one other remain in the chamber.
By Mariana Alfaro | 2024-04-17

Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.) questions Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas during a House Appropriations Committee hearing. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.) is among a dying breed in Congress: Of the 10 House Republicans who voted to impeach Donald Trump after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, just Newhouse and one other remain in the chamber.
If Trump has his way, that won't be the case much longer.
The former president last week endorsed Jerrod Sessler, a conservative Republican who has never held public office but who is once again challenging Newhouse in the race for the 4th District in Washington state.
In a post shared on his social media site Truth Social, Trump said Sessler is "MAGA all the way, and has my Complete and Total Endorsement -- He will never let you down!!!"
Newhouse, Trump said, "has to go."
Speaking to The Washington Post this week, Newhouse declined to comment on Trump's endorsement of his challenger, suggesting only that he expected that the former president would do that. Newhouse, however, remained optimistic that he will prevail in the primary.
"I'm going to win," he said. "I'll work as hard as I can."
Of the 10 House Republicans who voted with Democrats to impeach Trump after a mob of his supporters broke into the Capitol on Jan. 6, only Newhouse and Rep. David G. Valadao (R-Calif.) remain in the House. Valadao faces a difficult general election in the 22nd District of California -- a district that President Biden won by about 13 points in 2020.
Trump has long sought revenge against the Republicans who turned against him in the wake of the Capitol attack.
In 2022, four of the 10 Republicans -- then-Reps. Tom Rice (S.C.), Jaime Herrera Beutler (Wash.), Liz Cheney (Wyo.) and Peter Meijer (Mich.) -- lost their primary races to challengers from the right.
Four others -- then-Reps. Fred Upton (R-Mich.), John Katko (N.Y.), Anthony Gonzalez (Ohio) and Adam Kinzinger (Ill.) -- chose to retire. Only Newhouse and Valadao were able to hold on to their seats.
Upton -- who did not run for reelection in 2022 after his Michigan district was redrawn in a way that probably would've pushed him out in the general -- told The Washington Post on Wednesday that he is sure Trump's decision to endorse Newhouse's challenger is "more vengeance."
Upton said that "everyone had their own reason to vote the way that they did" on Trump's impeachment charges.
"Some were worried for their own safety. Some said, 'You know, this is what my district would want,' versus perhaps what I saw firsthand," he said. "And some were, frankly, just scared of this bully."
Newhouse's district, Washington's 4th, is a solidly red seat. The congressman has easily won reelection there by wide margins since 2014, most recently in 2022, when he defeated his Democratic opponent by 35 points. Trump won the district by 19 points in 2020. These numbers probably make the primary election the de facto general.
In his endorsement of Sessler, Trump called Newhouse a "weak and pathetic RINO" -- short for "Republican in name only."
This is not the first time Sessler, a Navy veteran and businessman, has challenged Newhouse. In 2022, Sessler and five other Republicans tried to unseat Newhouse, a farmer, but Newhouse prevailed. This time, however, Sessler is the only candidate challenging Newhouse in the GOP primary.
In a post shared on X after Trump's endorsement, Sessler said, "#Honored." Online, Sessler often shares messages from some of the most right-wing members of Congress and touts his credentials as a political firebrand.
In an interview with The Post last month, Newhouse said that while many of his moderate Republican colleagues in the House are leaving Congress -- citing their conference's inability to collaborate and strike successful legislative deals -- he still has unfinished business in the chamber and will not let himself be discouraged from being in office by the extreme wing of his party.
"I've still got some things I want to accomplish, some issues that are important to me. It is a difficult environment, but it's always hard, it's never easy to get legislation through," he said. "One of my biggest priorities is making some positive changes to our agricultural labor laws, and we've been getting we've been making progress. I don't want to leave before that's done."
Upton said he is optimistic about his former colleague's chances and said he believes Newhouse is the type of lawmaker who should remain in Congress.
"He's got an unblemished record. He's honest as the day is long. He's the type of people that voters ought to want in a responsible position like a member of Congress," Upton said. "He'll be able to sell that back home. But it's likely going to be a rough couple of months. And it raises questions on the personal side: Is it worth it?"
Paul Kane contributed to this report.
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How Biden's abortion stance has shifted over the years
Watch how Biden has shifted his views on abortion over the years.
By Amy B Wang, Blair Guild | 2024-04-17

LEFT: In 2024, President Biden expresses his desire to codify Roe v. Wade into law. ||  RIGHT: In 2006, Biden says abortion is not "a choice and a right."


Since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade nearly two years ago, abortion has become a top campaign issue. Since then, President Biden has vociferously defended the right to choose an abortion and attacked former president Donald Trump, the presumptive GOP nominee, for eroding reproductive rights.
It might come as a surprise that Biden once opposed abortion and believed that Roe was wrongly decided. Here is how Biden's stance on abortion has evolved over the decades.

Joe Biden is sworn in as senator in a Wilmington hospital in 1973. (AP)


Just the year before, on Jan. 5, 1973, Biden had been sworn in as a senator. Later that month, the Supreme Court issued its landmark 7-2 ruling in Roe v. Wade, which protected the right to an abortion.
 Biden's personal struggle with the issue of abortion, as a devout Catholic, was evident early on in his political career. In 1974, he said he opposed a constitutional amendment banning abortion, reportedly telling a group of antiabortion activists in January that year that he did not have the right to force his personal or religious views upon others.
However, in one of his first profiles as a young senator, Biden also told Washingtonian magazine that he did not agree with the Supreme Court's ruling on Roe and that he believed women did not have "the sole right" over what should happen to their bodies.
"But when it comes to issues like abortion, amnesty, and acid, I'm about as liberal as your grandmother," Biden said in the piece published June 1974. "I don't like the Supreme Court decision on abortion. I think it went too far." 

Secretary of State-designate George Shultz, right, speaks with Biden, left, and other members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in 1982. (Ira Schwarz/AP)


Biden was one of two Democrats on the Senate Judiciary Committee to vote with Republicans in favor of the Hatch Amendment, which would allow Congress and the states to bypass Roe v. Wade and restrict abortion. The amendment, proposed by then-Sen. Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah), would have declared "that the Constitution does not secure the right to an abortion."
At the time, Biden cited his Catholic faith and said it was "the single most difficult vote I've cast as a U.S. senator."  Despite his supportive vote, Biden expressed reservations about the amendment and said he reserved the right to vote differently on the floor, according to a Morning Call report at the time.
The amendment never received a vote on the Senate floor in 1982. Hatch introduced a similar version of the amendment the following year, but Biden voted against it in 1983.

Biden in 1994. (John Duricka/AP)


In a letter to a Delaware constituent -- who had written then-Sen. Biden to ask, "Please don't force me to pay for abortions against my conscience" -- Biden emphasized his long history of voting against federal funding of abortions.
"I will continue to abide by the same principle that has guided me throughout my 21 years in the Senate: those of us who are opposed to abortion should not be compelled to pay for them," Biden wrote, according to a copy of the letter obtained by NBC News. "As you may know, I have consistently -- on no fewer than 50 occasions -- voted against federal funding of abortions."

In an interview with "Texas Monthly" in 2006, Biden expressed his view that abortion is "always a tragedy."


Biden told Texas Monthly in 2006 that he had "made everybody angry" when it came to the issue of abortion, noting that he voted against funding for abortion as well as against restricting a woman's right to have an abortion under Roe v. Wade.
He said his stance on abortion -- which he did not view "as a choice and a right" -- made him an "odd man out" in the Democratic Party.
"I think [abortion is] always a tragedy, and I think that it should be rare and safe, and I think we should be focusing on how to limit the number of abortions," Biden said. "The fact of the matter is, I've never known of a woman having an abortion say 'By the way, I feel like having an abortion.' It's always a tragic decision made. Always a difficult decision. And I think we should focus on how to deal with women not wanting abortion."

"I am prepared to accept my church's view," Biden said in an April 2007 interview on NBC's "Meet the Press."


Biden's internal struggle on the issue of abortion was on display again when in an interview on NBC's "Meet the Press," he spoke about the difficulty of reconciling his faith with his "political responsibility."
Biden acknowledged that he supported a ban on late-term abortions but said he had changed his mind on the constitutionality of Roe v. Wade.
"Roe v. Wade is as close to where we're going to be able to get as a society that incorporates the general lines of debate within Christendom, Judaism and other faiths, where it basically says there is a sliding scale relating to viability of a fetus," Biden said. "It does encompass, I've come to conclude, the only means by which -- in this heterogeneous society of ours -- we can reach some general accommodation on what is a religiously charged and a publicly charged debate."

In a 2012 debate between vice presidential candidates, Biden said that he "accepts his church's position" on abortion but refuses to force that view on others.


Biden, who was then Barack Obama's running mate, sparred with then-Rep. Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.), GOP candidate Mitt Romney's running mate, on abortion during a vice-presidential debate. Both Ryan and Biden said they recognized the Catholic Church's position that life begins at conception. Biden, however, said he did not want to impose that on others.
"That's the church's judgment. I accept it in my personal life, but I refuse to impose it on equally devout Christians and Muslims and Jews. I just refuse to impose that on others," Biden said.
Biden also noted Ryan had in the past argued that it would still be a crime to have an abortion even in the case of rape or incest.
"I just fundamentally disagree with that," Biden said.

Biden, then a presidential candidate, reversed his support for the Hyde Amendment in June 2019.


Biden, a candidate in a crowded Democratic presidential primary, abruptly reversed his decades-long support for the Hyde Amendment, which banned federal funding for abortions.
After days of criticism over his support for the amendment -- a sharp contrast with the rest of the Democratic field -- Biden announced his change during a speech at the Democratic National Committee's African American Leadership Council summit in Atlanta.
He told the crowd that in an environment where the Roe v. Wade decision on abortion was under attack in Republican-held states, he could no longer support a policy that limited funding.
"We've seen state after state including Georgia passing extreme laws," Biden said. "It's clear that these folks are going to stop at nothing to get rid of Roe."
"Circumstances have changed," he added.

In an endorsement video released by the Planned Parenthood Action Fund in June 2020, Biden said he would "protect women's constitutional right to choose."


Biden, the presumptive 2020 Democratic presidential nominee at this point, is endorsed by Planned Parenthood Action Fund. In recorded remarks, Biden says he is "proud to stand" with the group and vows to protect a woman's right to choose -- though he does not state the word abortion.
"It's a simple proposition: Health care is a right not dependent on race, gender, income or Zip code. As president, I'm going to do everything in my power to expand access to quality, affordable health care for women, especially women of color," Biden says in the video. "We will protect women's constitutional right to choose. I'm proud to stand with you in this fight."

On Jan. 28, President Biden signed two executive orders expanding access to affordable health care and reversing restrictions on abortion access.


Days after taking office as president, Biden signed two executive orders -- one to expand access to affordable health care and another to reverse the restrictions on abortion access put in place by President Donald Trump's administration.
"Basically, the best way to describe them, [is] to undo the damage Trump has done," Biden said, emphasizing that he was not initiating any new laws.
"This is going back to what the situation was prior to [Trump's] executive order," Biden said. "And the second order I'm signing relates to protecting women's health at home and abroad, and it reinstates the changes that were made ... making it harder for women to have access to affordable health care as it relates to reproductive rights."

Biden arrives at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland in 2022. (Evan Vucci/AP)


In response to the leak of a Supreme Court draft opinion that suggested the Supreme Court was poised to overturn Roe v. Wade, Biden issued a statement that emphasized his support for a woman's "fundamental" right to choose.
Biden noted that he had directed his Gender Policy Council and the White House Counsel's Office to prepare options for "when any ruling is issued." If the Supreme Court were to overturn Roe, he added, he called on voters and elected officials "at all levels" to protect the right to choose.
"We will need more pro-choice senators and a pro-choice majority in the House to adopt legislation that codifies Roe, which I will work to pass and sign into law," he said.

On June 24 President Biden reiterated his support for abortion rights in the wake of the Supreme Court's 6-3 decision to strike down abortion protections.


Shortly after the Supreme Court issued a decision that overturned Roe, Biden spoke from the White House, forcefully defending the right to choose an abortion and calling on Congress to codify abortion rights.
"This is a sad day for the country, in my view, but it doesn't mean the fight's over," Biden said. "Let me very clear and unambiguous: The only way we can secure a woman's right to choose, a balance that existed, is for Congress to restore the protections of Roe v. Wade as federal law."
Biden declared that, during the upcoming midterm elections, "Roe is on the ballot."
"Personal freedoms are on the ballot. The right to privacy, liberty, equality -- they're all on the ballot," he added.

President Biden on Jan. 22 announced executive orders ensuring expanded access to contraception, abortion medication and emergency abortions at hospitals.


On what would have been the 51st anniversary of Roe v. Wade, Biden signed executive orders that would ensure expanded access to contraception, abortion medication and emergency abortions at hospitals.
In remarks at the White House, Biden blasted Republican lawmakers for continuing to push national abortion bans after the Supreme Court had ripped a "fundamental right" away from so many Americans. GOP lawmakers, he noted, were also trying to stop pregnant individuals from traveling to a different state to receive abortion care -- or, in the case of one state, threatening to prosecute people who helped family members travel for that reason.
"That means even if you live in a state where the extremist Republicans are not running the show, your right to choose, your right to privacy would still be at risk if this law was passed -- any of these were passed nationally," Biden said. "Folks, this is what it looks like when the right to privacy is under attack. These extreme laws have no place -- no place in the United States of America."
Matt Viser and Colby Itkowitz contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/04/17/biden-abortion-stances/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



James Comer refuses to learn anything from his investigation into Biden
In a heated exchange with Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), the House Oversight Committee chairman reiterated repeatedly debunked claims.
By Philip Bump | 2024-04-17

The House Oversight Committee's top Democrat, Rep. Jamie Raskin (Md.), left, and Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.), the committee's chairman, at a March hearing. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer's angry effort to rebut the committee's top Democrat, Rep. Jamie Raskin (Md.), in the middle of a hearing on Wednesday got off to an unusually promising start. The now-discredited allegation that President Biden had taken a hefty bribe from a Ukrainian businessman was, in fact, not the "genesis" of the Republican-led investigation into Biden as Raskin had said; instead, it was merely one of several ultimately unproductive avenues of inquiry that Comer (R-Ky.) and his allies explored.
Then, goaded into a debate by Raskin, Comer quickly lost the high ground.
"If you believe that it would have been illegal for Joe Biden to take $5 million from Ukraine -- it certainly would have been," Raskin asked. "What do you think about Donald Trump taking more than $5 million from the Chinese government while he was president?"
"Well, we know that Donald Trump had a legitimate business that he talked about and he campaigned on," Comer said. He followed that up a moment later with a question: "What business were the Bidens in?"
Comer has been told the answer to this question again and again, but -- either because he refuses to acknowledge any fruit of his investigation that undermines his case or because he somehow remains unaware of it -- he still presents it as though it is unanswered.
Before we again explain the answer, it's worth addressing Raskin's allegation about money from the Chinese government. It is the case that the Trump Organization received millions of dollars in foreign income from two of its properties while Trump was president, including rent paid by a state-owned Chinese bank for space at Trump Tower. Comer's response, in essence, can be distilled thusly: Because Americans knew or could have known Trump had foreign business partners when he was elected, the money he received at his businesses -- however subsequently inflated -- is off the rhetorical table.
So we return to Comer's question: What business were the Bidens in?
There are a few Bidens at issue here, but the investigation largely centered on the president's brother James and son Hunter in an unsuccessful effort to link their partnerships back to the president.
James Biden explained his work when he was interviewed by investigators working for Comer's committee.
"I have a company that provides voluntary worksite benefits to major institutions on behalf of the employees," he said during the February deposition. Asked about specific limited-liability companies he and his wife had established, he explained further that he was also engaged in "consulting in many different areas." When he and Hunter Biden worked together, he said, "I basically consulted with and gave advice to Hunter Biden, who is my nephew, ... depending on what the particular enterprise was at the time."
Hunter Biden explained his background at length when he testified that same month.
"I was a vice president at a major national bank, where I worked in the General Counsel's Office and then as manager of a unit within the Fraud Department," he said. "I was executive director of e-commerce policy coordination with the Department of Commerce during the Clinton administration. I founded and built a successful law firm, Oldaker, Biden & Belair, and represented not-for-profit institutions, including close to a dozen primarily Jesuit universities all over the country from Philadelphia to Los Angeles, from Detroit to Denver, and everywhere in between. I then founded and built the successful small business in advising global infrastructure and alternative investment clients."
When the Oversight Committee interviewed Hunter Biden's former partner Devon Archer last year, Archer confirmed that Hunter Biden had been asked to join the board of the Ukrainian energy company Burisma for the reason Hunter Biden himself indicated: as an expert in corporate governance. Archer and Biden disagree on the extent to which Biden's last name was an incentive, but it remains that Comer's demand has an answer.
Questioning Raskin about the Bidens' work, Comer established the sorts of business that, in his estimation, qualified as legitimate ones for engaging with foreign partners: "Did they have hotels? Did they have a social media company? Did they have golf courses? Did they have casinos? Did they have office buildings?" Those are all things in which Trump has been involved, of course, but the idea that owning a casino is less fraught for a political actor than providing advisory services on business partnerships is certainly unusual.
As is common, Comer also misrepresented the foreign money that Hunter and James Biden had received. (None of it has been shown to have gone to President Biden.) Raskin, answering Comer's question about what work the Bidens had done, noted that the president earned money after serving as vice president in part by writing a book.
"That's why Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Romania, China, Russia -- that's why they paid the Biden family money, because of Joe Biden's book?" Comer asked.
In the same way that Comer often conflates Hunter Biden and his father by referring to "the Biden family," he's presenting money that came from people who live in a country with money that came explicitly from the country itself -- i.e., from its government. His inclusion of Russia on that list is particularly egregious since Archer explicitly testified that the money at issue went solely to himself and not to Hunter (or any other) Biden. Again something that Comer should certainly know.
Rep. Dan Goldman (D-N.Y.) tried multiple times to interject as Comer and Raskin yelled at each other, offering answers to Comer's questions. When the time came for his five minutes of questioning the hearing witness -- the hearing being focused on Chinese efforts to exert influence in the United States, mind you, not the impeachment inquiry -- he came back to the "What do the Bidens do?" question.
"Hunter Biden was a corporate governance lawyer appointed by George Bush to the Amtrak board, and then served on a number of corporate boards and investment firms," Goldman said. "Jim Biden is a businessman. Joe Biden is the president of the United States and has been a public servant and elected official for the better part of 50 years."
He acknowledged that Comer might want to question whether Hunter Biden was qualified for his consulting gigs.
"But that has nothing to do with your jurisdiction or the impeachment investigation," Goldman said, "because you cannot link any of his business dealings a) to any foreign government -- which he was never paid by, unlike Donald Trump's and Donald Trump's family, or b) to the president of the United States. And that's why your impeachment investigation is a spectacular failure."
The spat between Raskin and Comer had concluded a while earlier with Comer attempting to declare victory.
"We'll let the record show that Mr. Raskins could not answer the question," he said, "what did the Bidens do to deserve the money."
Raskin first angrily noted that his last name was "Raskin." ("We've sat next to each other for more than a year," he said. "You don't have to add the S.") Then he insisted that Comer identify what crime President Biden had committed that would warrant impeachment.
"Well, you're about to find out, very soon," Comer replied.
Perhaps he needs to take time to become familiar with his committee's evidence first.
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Barr, a vocal Trump critic, says he will 'support the Republican ticket' in November
Barr, who served as attorney general under Donald Trump, had a falling out with the former president over his claims of 2020 election fraud -- but nevertheless says he will support the Republican ticket in November.
By Amy B Wang | 2024-04-17

"I've said all along, given two bad choices, I think it's my duty to pick the person I think would do the least harm to the country, and in my mind, that's -- I will vote the Republican ticket," said William P. Barr, who served as attorney general under Donald Trump. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


Former attorney general William P. Barr effectively endorsed former president Donald Trump on Wednesday, despite having previously criticized Trump's conduct while in office and once comparing him to a "defiant, 9-year-old kid."
Asked Wednesday whether he would vote for Trump, the presumptive GOP presidential nominee, in November, Barr told Fox News's "America's Newsroom" that he would vote for the Republican ticket.
"I've said all along, given two bad choices, I think it's my duty to pick the person I think would do the least harm to the country, and in my mind, that's -- I will vote the Republican ticket," said Barr, who remains a Republican. "I'll support the Republican ticket."
His remarks were a shift from his previous refusal to endorse Trump during the GOP presidential primary, when he was one of many former Trump aides who said they would prefer not to see Trump on the ballot in November. Many of those people, including former vice president Mike Pence, have demurred when asked whether they would vote for Trump if he is the Republican nominee. Others, like former national security adviser John Bolton, have outright stated that they would vote for neither Trump nor President Biden.
Barr, a lifelong Republican, previously served as U.S. attorney general from 1991 to 1993 under former president George H.W. Bush, and again as attorney general under Trump from 2019 to 2020. He resigned from Trump's Cabinet on Dec. 14, 2020, after publicly disputing the former president's claims that there was widespread fraud in the 2020 election. Trump would later claim he had demanded Barr's resignation. 
Barr also later cooperated with the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection, and defended special counsel Jack Smith's prosecution of Trump as a "legitimate case."
In his 2022 memoir, "One Damn Thing After Another: Memoirs of an Attorney General," Barr wrote about how his relationship with Trump had soured, citing how Trump and his legal team -- including Barr's nemesis, Trump lawyer and former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani -- pushed absurd claims of mass voter fraud.
"His legal team had a difficult case to make, and they made it as badly and unprofessionally as I could have imagined," Barr wrote. "It was all a grotesque embarrassment."
Trump in turn has castigated Barr, calling his former attorney general a "coward" and vowing that, if reelected, he would not make Barr attorney general again.  The Washington Post previously reported that Trump has also told advisers and friends that he wants the Justice Department to investigate Barr, among other onetime officials and allies who have voiced criticism of his time in office.
During the Republican presidential primary, Barr compared voting for Trump to "playing Russian roulette with the country."
"I have made clear that I strongly oppose Trump for the nomination and will not endorse Trump," Barr told NBC News in a story published in July. Asked then how he would vote if the general election was a Trump-Biden rematch, Barr said he'd "jump off that bridge when I get to it."
On Wednesday, Barr maintained that voting for Trump would still be "Russian roulette" but claimed that a "continuation of the Biden administration is national suicide, in my opinion."
Mariana Alfaro, Devlin Barrett and Isaac Arnsdorf contributed to this report.
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Biden's trade policy is pure Trump -- down to the blatant pandering
President Biden's proposed tariffs on steel and aluminum will hurt manufacturing workers.
By Catherine Rampell | 2024-04-18

President Biden speaks at the United Steelworkers headquarters in Pittsburgh on April 17. (Gene J. Puskar/AP) 


Tariffs are kind of funny. Politicians sometimes acknowledge that they raise prices and kill jobs. But they seem to realize this only when the other team proposes them.
On Wednesday, President Biden called for tripling the tariffs on steel and aluminum from China, an announcement he coincidentally made while visiting the United Steelworkers union headquarters in Pittsburgh. This isn't pandering ahead of an election, the White House insists; it's about protecting U.S. manufacturing from "unfair trade practices" overseas.
Because it apparently bears repeating: No, steel and aluminum tariffs are not good for the U.S. manufacturing sector or its workers. That's because many fewer workers are employed by firms that make these metals than they are by firms that use these metals as a product input (e.g., for cars or kitchen appliances). The ratio of steel-using jobs to steelmaking jobs is about 75 or 80 to 1.
Raising input costs puts those downstream firms and workers at a competitive disadvantage. We saw this happen when then-President Donald Trump imposed worldwide steel tariffs in 2018. U.S. prices for steel predictably rocketed upward, far above prices in other countries. Within two years, these tariffs resulted in about 75,000 fewer jobs across downstream manufacturers, according to calculations from researchers Kadee Russ and Lydia Cox. And by the way, that number doesn't even include the additional job losses among U.S. exporters that faced painful counter-tariffs levied by other countries.
The metal duties weren't the only Trump-era tariffs that economically backfired. As I've noted before, at least four separate studies found that the costs of Trump's various import duties (on Chinese goods, washing machines, solar panels, etc.) were borne mostly or entirely by Americans, in the form of higher prices.
This proved useful for some of Trump's political rivals. In campaign ads and speeches, Democrats sometimes (correctly) accused Trump of raising the costs of back-to-school shopping or Christmas gifts. Among the more high-profile critics was then-presidential candidate Joe Biden.
"President Trump may think he's being tough on China," Biden said in 2019 of Trump's China tariffs. "All that he's delivered as a consequence of that is American farmers, manufacturers and consumers losing and paying more." Biden's 2020 campaign site likewise argued that Trump's "tariff war" had cost hundreds of thousands of jobs.
Biden was right. But once he won the election, his tune changed. As president, Biden has extended (almost) all of Trump's tariffs -- or in the case of steel and aluminum, swapped out some of the tariffs for slightly different trade barriers (such as import quotas). Biden has extended those Trump tariffs even when doing so conflicts with other parts of his economic agenda, such as increasing competition, cutting consumer prices or accelerating clean-energy adoption.
Now Trump is on the campaign trail promising new 10 percent global tariffs if granted a second term. Economists have warned that his plan would reignite inflation and likely hobble both U.S. and global economies, with exact degrees of destruction dependent on how other countries choose to retaliate.
Biden has, rightly, pointed out the folly of these plans: Mere days ago, the White House warned in a statement about the catastrophically inflationary effects of Trump's proposed tariffs. Then, in Pittsburgh on Wednesday, Biden promptly forgot his own warning. In fact, in addition to his plans to increase tariffs on Chinese steel, he also signaled support for new tariffs on China's shipbuilding sector.
After all, the U.S. shipbuilding industry is struggling. That's partly because of high input costs, including for materials such as -- you guessed it -- steel.
The best thing you can say about Biden's proposed tripling of tariffs on Chinese metals is that it might be toothless. Why? We've already levied so many different kinds of tariffs on Chinese metals -- under both Trump and earlier presidential administrations -- that China doesn't sell much steel here anymore anyway. Chinese-made steel accounted for just about 2 percent of U.S. steel imports in 2023, so raising the price of Chinese-made steel might not move overall market prices much. ("Biden's basically putting Chinese steel on double-secret probation," said Cato Institute trade researcher Scott Lincicome.)
Even so, Biden's tariff actions are hardly benign. A White House news release hints of ongoing union pressures to also limit steel imported from Mexico, which actually is one of our top sources of steel imports. Meanwhile the Biden administration is vigorously defending his predecessor's tariffs in court. If successful, these efforts would make Trump's next round of tariffs -- or Biden's, for that matter -- even easier to implement, regardless of Biden's on-again-off-again warnings about their costs.
Maybe President Biden should consult with presidential candidate Biden. He might learn something.
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Here are the U.S. congressional districts benefiting from Ukraine aid
We mapped the U.S. congressional districts producing weapons for Ukraine. Many are represented by members who have been vocal opponents of Ukraine aid.

By Marc Thiessen | 2024-04-18
If you knew that most of the military aid that Congress approves for Ukraine was being spent right here in the United States, quite possibly in your own congressional district -- strengthening our defense production capacity and creating good manufacturing jobs for American workers -- would you want your representatives in Washington to support it?
As the House prepares to vote on a new military aid package for Ukraine, the map above details the congressional districts that have been getting Ukraine aid money, including examples of the weapons systems being produced. As this map shows, military aid not only protects Ukrainian civilians and advances U.S. national security -- it is also good for workers and manufacturing communities right here at home.
Providing military assistance to Ukraine is the right thing to do. American-made weapons are protecting Ukrainian civilians from Russian bombardment, stopping Russian forces from seizing Ukrainian cities and slaughtering their residents, and decimating the Russian military threat to NATO. It is in both our moral and national security interests to help Ukraine defeat Russia's unjust aggression.

A Ukrainian artillery unit fires an M777 howitzer at Russian armored vehicles in southern Mykolaiv region on November 2022. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


But our military aid to Ukraine is also revitalizing our defense industrial base, creating hot production lines for the weapons we need to deter potential adversaries and creating manufacturing jobs in the United States. That's because 90 percent of the $68 billion in military and related assistance Congress has thus far approved is not going to Ukraine but is being spent in the United States, according to an analysis by Mark Cancian of the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
With a team of researchers at the American Enterprise Institute, I have catalogued the weapons systems being produced in the United States for Ukraine, identifying the congressional districts where they are being made and how House members voted on the funding. We analyzed contracts and news releases and spoke to defense industry experts, diplomats and Pentagon officials to determine where U.S. tax dollars end up. We found that our military aid is providing a major cash infusion to 122 defense production lines in 65 congressional districts across the country that directly benefits American workers -- and that doesn't count all the suppliers that provide these contractors with parts or all the shops, restaurants and other businesses that support the factories rolling out weapons in these districts.
While many members of Congress voted in favor of aid that is going to their districts, many whose congressional districts have been prime beneficiaries have been vocal opponents of Ukraine aid. Here is a regional breakdown of where Ukraine aid is going, along with the members who represent those districts.
A lot of Ukraine aid is going to congressional districts in the South whose members oppose it. For example, Ukraine aid is funding High Mobility Artillery Rocket (HIMARS), Hellfire and Javelin engineering in Rep. Matt Gaetz's (R) Niceville, Fla., district. It is funding HIMARS launchers and VAMPIRE Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems munitions in Rep. Bill Posey's (R) Melbourne, Fla., district. It is funding HIMARS guidance sets and AN/TPQ-53 radar systems in Rep. Anna Paulina Luna's (R) Clearwater, Fla., District; HIMARS and Javelin final assembly in Rep. Barry Moore's (R) Troy, Ala., district; and HIMARS rocket motor production in Rep. Alex Mooney's (R) Rocket Center, W.Va., district. It is funding production of C-4 explosives for Ukraine in Rep. Diana Harshbarger's (R) Kingsport, Tenn., district and Joint Direct Attack Munition Extended Range (JDAM-ER) glide bombs in Rep. Josh Brecheen's (R) Grove, Okla., district.
This despite those members' opposition to the funding.
Workers in Rep. Jim Jordan's (R) Lima, Ohio, congressional district are churning out Abrams tanks and Stryker combat vehicles for Ukraine thanks to the military aid he has opposed.
In Rep. Lance Gooden's (R) Mesquite, Tex., district, Ukraine aid is also funding a brand-new factory that is expected to produce about 20,000 155mm artillery shells a month and employ at least 125 workers after it comes online this year -- despite his vote against the aid.
Rep. Scott Perry's (R) constituents are producing Bradley infantry fighting vehicles, Bradley fire support team vehicles and Hercules recovery vehicles for Ukraine in his York, Pa., district over his objections. Americans are also making Ground Launched Small Diameter Bombs (GLSDB) and Patriot air defense missiles in Rep. John Joyce's (R) Letterkenny/Chambersburg, Pa., district, despite his opposition.
Like the previous military aid that Congress has approved, about 80 percent of the new military aid package for Ukraine will go to Americans, CSIS's Cancian told me -- including $23.2 billion to replenish U.S. stockpiles of weapons and equipment we have already provided to Ukraine and $13.8 billion to allow Ukraine to rearm itself through the purchase of weapons and munitions from the U.S. defense industrial base.
In many cases, the weapons being produced are not going to Ukraine at all. Instead, we are sending older versions of the weapons systems to Kyiv from our stockpiles and replacing them with brand-new, more advanced versions -- thus using Ukraine aid money to modernize our military. Our aid is restarting production lines for weapons that would otherwise have remained dormant, such as Stinger antiaircraft missiles, which hadn't been produced since 2005.
For example: The Patriot air defense system, which has been critical to the defense of both Ukraine and Israel. The new Ukraine aid package includes $1.5 billion to increase production of the most advanced PAC-3  Patriot aerial-attack interceptors. In 2018, the United States was building those missiles at an anemic rate of 350 a year. In December, thanks in part to Ukraine aid, that production increased to 500 a year -- and the new aid package will increase it to 650. Rep. Bruce Westerman (R), whose Camden, Ark., district produces the most advanced of these interceptors, has a mixed record on Ukraine aid -- voting against aid in 2022 but for it in 2023.

Ukrainian troops change a flat tire on a MaxxPro Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicle in the Donetsk region last June. 


The new aid package includes $5.3 billion to reach the Army's goal producing 100,000 155mm artillery rounds per month -- money that will benefit factories receiving Ukraine aid for this purpose in Scranton, Wilkes-Barre and Bristol, Pa.; Camden, Ark.; Kingsport and Cordova, Tenn.; Middletown, Iowa; Coachella, Calif.; and Mesquite, Tex.
It includes $550 million to produce Guided Multiple Launch Rocket Systems (GMLRS) which are currently being built in Camden, Ark., Lincoln, Neb., and Springboro, Ohio.
It includes $348 million to produced TOW antitank guided missiles which are already being manufactured with Ukraine aid in Dine and Farmington, N.M, and Tucson, Ariz., and $227 million to produce Javelin antitank missiles with existing production lines in Farmington, N.M.; Orlando; Tucson, Ariz.; and Troy, Ala., as well as funding for many other critical weapons systems.
These investments will help protect Ukrainian civilians from Russian aggression, while strengthening America's defenses so we are prepared to deter future adversaries.
How will members of Congress vote? In a forthcoming essay, I will let you know who voted for -- and against -- defense jobs in their districts.
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What the 'tradwife' trend says about modern life
Why some young women are spurning feminism and embracing the "tradwife" lifestyle.
By Amanda Katz, Alyssa Rosenberg, Monica Hesse | 2024-04-18
In the newest "Impromptu" from Post Opinions, two of our editors joined Style columnist Monica Hesse to explore the social media trend of "tradwives" -- young women who advocate a U-turn away from feminism. Their starting point was Hesse's recent essay on the phenomenon. (The transcript below has been edited for brevity and clarity.)
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Amanda Katz: Today we're taking on gender, work, feminism and the patriarchy through the lens of a trend known as "tradwives," shorthand for "traditional wives."
Monica Hesse: Every time I logged on to social media, I was being served up a particular kind of video: women who had retreated into these very stereotypical, archetypical, retro housewife sort of roles. Women who were not interested in working, not particularly interested in child-rearing even, but interested in pursuing a life of leisure, in taking care of their bodies, taking care of their food, taking care of their homes. Above all else, taking care of their husbands or boyfriends. I was interested in what might be causing this movement -- what that might say about where society is, that this would be an appealing place for women to retreat.
Katz: What do you think is the appeal of that?
Hesse: Though women are now in the workforce and many are in high-powered positions, they're still taking on the bulk of home duties. Many of us have too much to do, not enough time to do it. I think that for these particular women that I wrote about, they sort of looked at that and decided, I can't have it all. And so I'm going to choose to have none of it.
Alyssa Rosenberg: A lot of the discussions around feminism, around policies that are oriented towards increasing women's labor force participation, are all based on the idea that the route to equality is for everyone to be a little bit more masculine, for everybody to work, for women's labor force participation to be high. And domestic life and domestic arts are kind of left out of that conversation.
Hesse: Being a tradwife is much less about baking beautiful bread or having beautiful home decor or spending time with your children. And it really is centered around the idea that you are supporting a patriarchal system where your desire is to be cared for and to not have to worry your pretty little head about finances or income. And it is limiting your role to only the home rather than viewing yourself as an equal partnership.
Katz: How much of this could be solved in part with more leisure? What if there was more vacation? What if there was a better safety net?
Rosenberg: I'm seeing a conversation that is moving more towards the idea that we shouldn't just have a social safety net that gives people money, but that we should have a social safety net that gives people time.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Trump tempts the court to find him in contempt
Intentional or not, the former president might wind up in serious trouble.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-04-18

Former president Donald Trump is seen in a Manhattan courtroom on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


On his first day in Justice Juan Merchan's courtroom in New York, four-times-indicted former president Donald Trump got a rude awakening: If he disrupted the court proceedings or failed to show up every day, he could lose the right to be in the courtroom, or even wind up behind bars. Moreover, he might actually be held accountable for his repeated Truth Social screeds, following the judge's gag order prohibiting threats against witnesses.
As for the gag order, the Manhattan district attorney's office filed a motion on Monday to hold Trump in contempt. The prosecutors recalled that the court entered an order on April 1 prohibiting Trump from making or directing others "to make public statements about known or reasonably foreseeable witnesses concerning their potential participation in the investigation or in this criminal proceeding" and later denied Trump's motion to stay that order on April 9. "The very next day, and continuing through this past weekend, defendant willfully violated this Court's order by publishing several social media posts attacking two known witnesses -- Michael Cohen and Stormy Daniels," the prosecutor argued. "These attacks unquestionably violate the Court's April 1 order. And defendant's violation is willful: a continuation of conduct that this Court has already found to be 'deliberate and intended to intimidate this Court and impede the orderly administration of this trial.'"
The penalty sought is mild considering Trump's wealth: $1,000 for each of three violations of the court's order, an order "to remove the social media posts attacking Cohen and Daniels" and a warning that "future violations of the Court's restrictions on his extrajudicial statements can be punished not only with additional fines, but also with a term of incarceration of up to thirty days." In the case of his civil trial, Judge Arthur Engoron's fines had their intended effect: The threats stopped for the balance of that trial.
While prosecutors stand a good chance of prevailing, given Trump's outbursts against two critical witnesses, the court might soon be faced with the prospect of more social media outbursts. The presumptive GOP nominee's inability to contain himself might present Merchan with a dilemma: Jail Trump, allowing him to play the martyr, or permit him to bully witnesses and perhaps others associated with the trial?
Merchan no doubt would like to avoid incarcerating a former president (even if it amounts to merely putting him in a holding cell behind the courtroom), but he does have another option: Add some zeros to the fines. The fines might start at, say, $100,000 and go up from there.
The trickier issue concerns Trump's in-court conduct. Falling asleep on the first day earned him ridicule on social media and TV cable shows, but also might suggest he does not appreciate the gravity of his situation.
Even worse, Trump said something audibly and gestured as a dismissed prospective juror left the courtroom, which earned him a smackdown from the judge. "I won't tolerate it. I will not have any jurors intimidated in this courtroom. ... I want to make that crystal clear," Merchan said. If Trump is acting out on just the second day -- and if his muttering during the E. Jean Carroll and New York civil trials are any indication -- he might not be able to refrain from forcing the judge to hold him in contempt.
Trump was not through. On Wednesday, he quoted Fox News host Jesse Watters in a Truth Social post: "They are catching undercover Liberal Activists lying to the Judge in order to get on the Trump Jury." In the eyes of many former prosecutors, this constitutes outrageous jury intimidation.
Displaying his belligerence, bullying and showing disdain for rules will not endear Trump to the jury. But in Trump's perverse mind-set, baiting the judge and even risking conviction in a "rigged" trial, as he claims, might seem politically advantageous: The more he is punished, the more his supporters rally to his side. (Trump seems incapable of appreciating that this behavior pushes all other voters into the arms of his opponent.)
Whether deliberate or not, any further outbursts from Trump will leave Merchan little choice. After one warning, he cannot allow his courtroom to become a ring in Trump's circus. If Trump keeps it up, Merchan eventually will be left no choice but to remove Trump, even for just a day.
As many who have observed him over the years have pointed out, Trump lacks any semblance of impulse control. If they're right, Trump might very well find himself the first former president to spend a night behind bars.
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Did Donald Trump dream this? 
You jolt awake in this Manhattan courtroom.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-04-18

(Mary Altaffer/AP)


How do you know you are awake? How can you be sure you are experiencing a shared reality with other people? What are the signs by which you can tell that despite all evidence to the contrary, this is not a bizarre dream brought on by eating a dubious hamburger too late in the evening; this is real life?
I am asking for a friend. Well, not my friend, but he must be someone's friend. Mustn't he? This person is on criminal trial in Manhattan this week, facing charges of paying hush money to an adult-film star. If I had fallen asleep during this trial and then jolted awake, as he had, I would still not be sure that I was awake. Consider all that has happened in this trial so far.
For anyone who has not been hooked on every update, during the instructions to the potential jurors, "Donald Trump closed his eyes and at times appeared to nod off, then would abruptly catch himself and stiffen his posture," according to The Post. The classic high-energy behavior of a man whose real professional doctor says that he has (I am paraphrasing) 100/100 vision, the ability to cure scrofula with a touch and a skull with no lumps in the zone of criminality.
So, suppose you are Donald Trump. You jolt awake in this Manhattan courtroom -- dingy and cramped, according to the journalists there, and somewhat smelly. You look around you. Is any of this really happening?
Behind you, there is an aide "who uses a wireless printer to provide ... an ongoing stream of good news from the internet," according to the New York Times. Certainly something we all have in real life. Whenever I wonder whether I am awake or dreaming, I glance behind me to see if my Internet Praise Printer is there and operational. (My aide carries a typewriter that dings merrily when the good internet news is about to reach the end of the line, but I hear people who are really to the manor born have a monk who scribes the good news on vellum.)
Then, you wonder, is it normal for 50 of 96 prospective jurors to raise their hands and say they could not be fair and impartial in the trial? What about for the remaining jurors to be treated to a little bit of grilling during which they are forced to account for all their memes and sometimes their spouse's memes, too?
This is followed by the thrilling moment when the judge begins to read memes into the record?  ("Trump invites the Thai boys to the White House, and the boys request to return to their cave.") You get to look at a meme that has been printed out (printers -- the unsung heroes of this trial!) depicting you next to former president Barack Obama with the caption "I don't think this is what they meant by Orange is the New Black."
Then you go to a bodega? And give a speech explaining that what you have done is not a crime and that the real crimes are happening ... at bodegas? And the Republican Party's X account shares footage of adoring children shouting your name?
Would you feel certain you were awake, even now?
I was not even there, and I do not feel certain. Just because a thing usually happens only in your cold-medicine nightmares doesn't mean it isn't also very much happening in real life, in a Manhattan courtroom, next to a wireless praise printer. That's the lesson of the Trump era, to me.
Donald Trump is falling asleep next to his printer that tells him good news from the internet while he is on trial in Manhattan for paying hush money to Stormy Daniels, and every juror has an opinion about him and the judge reading memes into the record doing so with a scowl. Am I going to jolt awake soon? I hope I'm going to jolt awake.
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A new report roils the debate on youth gender care
How did medical treatments come into use despite the lack of evidence for their safety? A bullying culture kept many healthcare professionals quiet. 
By Paul Garcia-Ryan | 2024-04-18

(Alex Linch/Getty Images)


Paul Garcia-Ryan is the board president of Therapy First.
A comprehensive review commissioned by England's National Health Service, released last week, found that gender transition medical treatment for children and young people has been built on "shaky foundations," with "remarkably weak" evidence. The independent study -- led by physician Hilary Cass, the former president of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health -- incorporates multiple systematic reviews "to provide the best available collation of published evidence," as well as interviews with clinicians, parents and young people, in reaching its conclusions.
Referring to young people who have already been treated under these dubious circumstances, such as those at the Tavistock Centre's now-closed Gender Identity Development Service, Cass wrote, "They deserve very much better."
In the wake of the Cass Review's release -- which has rocked the British medical and media establishment, and might soon reverberate in the United States -- many are asking how we got here. How did clinicians come to recommend the use of puberty blockers and cross-sex hormones to thousands of children and adolescents when there was insufficient evidence that these treatments were safe and effective?
Part of the reason is that "the toxicity of the debate is exceptional," as Cass notes in her foreword: "There are few other areas of healthcare where professionals are so afraid to openly discuss their views, where people are vilified on social media, and where name-calling echoes the worst bullying behaviour. This must stop."
I know all too well how the absence of good-faith, healthy debate on this subject can affect clinicians and patients. When I was 15, a therapist affirmed my conviction that I was born in the wrong body. After more than a decade of hormonal and surgical interventions, I detransitioned at age 30. I had come to realize that my transition was motivated by my difficulty reconciling with being gay. Today, I am a licensed clinical social worker and board president of Therapy First, formerly the Gender Exploratory Therapy Association, a nonprofit organization that advocates psychotherapy as a first-line treatment for youth gender dysphoria.
Usually in psychotherapy, treatment approaches are refined and improved by vigorous discussion, research and dissemination of new information. When it comes to youth gender treatments, though, professionals who raise concerns have been censored and subjected to reputational damage, threats to their license and doxing. As a result, countless gender nonconforming young people have been badly served.
Therapy First has been the target of silencing and intimidation efforts. Now with a professional membership of more than 300 clinicians based in 36 states and 14 countries, we are joined in our concern regarding the quality of mental health care provided to gender dysphoric youth. Even though the organization is apolitical and non-religious, with many of our members being LGBT, we have been falsely linked to the religious right. Despite being strongly opposed to conversion therapy, or trying to change someone's sexual orientation or gender identity, we have been accused of practicing it.
What I've learned is that therapists who cite the poor quality of evidence in support of medical interventions for youth gender dysphoria, or who advocate traditional principles of psychotherapy in this area, are likely to be vilified -- sometimes by fellow clinicians. Last week alone, eight complaints were filed against one of our members' licenses by other therapists for simply posting, on a professional Listserv, the link to one of our organization's webinars, on trauma-informed mind-body practices.
An activist website has labeled our therapists as part of the "global anti-transgender movement" and listed details from their personal lives, including the names of their children and other family members. Last month in London, the Telegraph reported, a medical conference that explored evidence and heard from seasoned therapists and doctors regarding the treatment of gender dysphoria was interrupted by masked protesters who set off a smoke bomb and attempted to force their way into the building.
In addition to worrying about activists outside the consulting room, therapists apparently must now also be concerned about whether their patients are wielding hidden cameras. This month, an undercover video recording of a therapy session was posted online, presenting the clinician as a practitioner of conversion therapy, yet the would-be video sting merely revealed a clinician engaged in normal therapeutic exploration. In the current climate, any therapeutic response other than immediate affirmation is considered transphobic.
It isn't right that professionals must risk their livelihood and reputation to help young people struggling with gender dysphoria. If the culture of bullying persists, I fear that fewer clinicians with a developmental approach will be inclined to keep working with this population. These young people will be left with clinicians who aren't following the science, many with good intentions, but others who might behave more like activists than mental health professionals.
The Cass Review made clear that the evidence supporting medical interventions in youth gender dysphoria is utterly insufficient, and that alternative approaches, such as psychotherapy, need to be encouraged. Only then will gender-questioning youth be able to get the help they need to navigate their distress.
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A better way to end road-closing protests
In too may places, the costs of disruptive protests are borne by the people stuck in traffic, and not by the ones blocking the roads.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-04-18

Pam Satterthwaite sits in her car as protesters block traffic along a highway in Oakland, Calif., on Monday. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/AP)


Sen. Tom Cotton is developing a habit of saying controversial things about protesters. During the summer of George Floyd, he published an op-ed in the New York Times calling for the federal government to deploy the military to quell rioting, touching off a firestorm that ended with the resignation of one of the newspaper staffers involved and the reassignment of another.
More recently, on Monday night, after pro-Palestinian protesters closed roads across the country, including two groups that tied up traffic for hours on an Oakland highway and the Golden Gate Bridge, Cotton (R-Ark.) tweeted, "I encourage people who get stuck behind the pro-Hamas mobs blocking traffic: take matters into your own hands to get them out of the way."
It's not clear exactly what he wanted drivers to do, but a few things are clear.
First, let's be honest: Cotton was voicing a fantasy that was probably harbored by many of the motorists stuck behind protests (and some following along at home).
Second, he was wrong to give it voice. It's not cute when one of America's highest elected officials suggests a little vigilante action; it is, rather, a dereliction of his duty. Any citizen who took the senator's suggestion seriously would be in the wrong and, soon, in jail.
Third, Cotton's trolling is nevertheless politically effective because it addresses justified frustration with the government's failure to stop ultra-disruptive protests, which seem to be on the rise. This, too, is a dereliction of duty, one that tempts citizens to take matters into their own hands.
In too many jurisdictions, the costs of these protests are inflicted mainly on the people stuck in traffic and not the ones blocking the roads. In November, a similar protest shut down San Francisco's Bay Bridge for more than four hours and resulted in the arrest of 80 people. According to the San Francisco Standard, the bridge had carried more than 22,000 people between 5 and 9 a.m. that morning. From 10 to 11 a.m., only 11 vehicles made it across.
Back-of-the-envelope math suggests that those 80 people consumed thousands of hours of other people's time, and perhaps tens of thousands. Moreover, the protesters, unlike the drivers, got to schedule important things around their disruption, such as medical treatment, day-care dropoffs and job interviews. When such havoc can be wreaked at such minimal personal inconvenience -- some time on the road, a little more at the police station and later, for most of them, five hours of community service and a modest fine -- it's hardly surprising that, only months later, San Francisco experienced another disruptive protest. These will continue in cities that don't impose stiffer penalties for blocking the roads.
This is the opposite of my usual prescription for dealing with crime. I typically argue for better policing to increase the likelihood that criminals will be caught, but for relatively light punishment -- a policy both more effective and more humane than draconian mass incarceration strategies. Unfortunately, this won't prevent road closings because the protesters are already almost certain to be arrested. The only remaining option is to make the punishment hurt.
Progressive jurisdictions have been reluctant to do this because so many in the political class view the protesters' actions as benign -- a justified expression of outrage, youthful exuberance, a victimless crime. They are none of these things.
They are unjustified because, no matter how righteous the cause, the tactics won't advance it. Most Americans view road-blocking protests as illegitimate -- as I'd bet most progressives did when Canadian truckers used similar tactics to protest vaccine mandates. There is no First Amendment right to halt the movement of other people, any more than there is a First Amendment right to burn down the White House, even if you sincerely believe that's the only way to fully express your views on U.S. foreign policy.
These forms of expression are forbidden for good reason; both fires and road closures are dangerous and potentially deadly. A 2017 paper in the New England Journal of Medicine examining road closures for marathons found a small but significant increase in mortality among people with heart trouble on marathon days, apparently caused in part ambulance delays. November's protest on the Bay Bridge delayed a transplant organ en route to the University of California at San Francisco, while Monday's protests risked making at least two drivers late for major medical treatment. One of them told a local news reporter that he was on his way to colon surgery, and the other was worried about missing a stem cell infusion.
Now consider the lesser suffering of all the other people stuck in those man-made jams -- the ones trying to visit sick relatives, get to an appointment with their parole officer, make it to class, open their shop, catch a flight, have coffee with an old friend or just work through a list of errands. Think about how little the protesters considered them when they decided to block the road. Then ask whether they might not have reconsidered if they'd known that courts would impose jail sentences long enough to make them miss important events.
This is how a civilized society solves such problems, not through vigilante violence -- or benign neglect.
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The tragedy and promise of #BringBackOurGirls
Was the activism, the hashtag and the global spotlight worth nothing?
By Karen Attiah | 2024-04-18

Demonstrators gather in front of the Nigerian Embassy in D.C. in 2014. The demonstrators were pushing the Nigerian government to find and free 276 girls who were kidnapped from their dormitories at a school in Chibok, Nigeria. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


There is something about kidnapping and rescue missions, particularly of children, that should stir the spirit.
Ten years ago this week, in the middle of the night in northeastern Nigeria, militants of the Islamist terrorist group Boko Haram raided a boarding school in Chibok and kidnapped some 276 girls.
It would take about two weeks for the news of the kidnapping to penetrate international media, and only then did local Nigerian outlets take the story seriously. Boko Haram had been ravaging the northern part of Nigeria since at least 2009, kidnapping children, burning churches and villages. Boko Haram is estimated to have killed tens of thousands of people while taking control of entire swaths of northeast Nigeria.
The kidnapping led to #BringBackOurGirls, arguably the largest Africa-centered, grass-roots social media campaign ever. A decade later, it's worth revisiting why #BringBackOurGirls was such a watershed moment, in Nigeria and for West Africa-watchers in the United States. In a world where military power is too often confused for strength, hostage situations reveal the true nature of governments. Any government that ignores the will of its citizens as they call for peace and safety is auto-programming its eventual system crash.
That's how Nigeria's elite sleepwalked to disaster. For years, while Boko Haram was ravaging lesser developed northern regions, the elite in Lagos and Abuja were complacent. Oby Ezekwesili, for one, recalled being furious and perplexed at the government's inaction. Ezekwesili, a former Nigerian  education minister and a former vice president of the World Bank's Africa division, recalled in an interview that the kidnapping was the last straw. "I was expecting the government to say that a tragedy occurred, and this is what we're doing," she told me. "But [instead], silence." On the platform formerly known as Twitter, she saw video of "parents trying to run into some forest to look for their children. I was furious about this."
At a book event with famed Nigerian writer Wole Soyinka, Ezekwesili and other women used the platform to call attention to the missing girls. "We said, 'Bring Back our Daughters,' and someone at the event tweeted that I said "Bring Back Our Girls." The slight misquote, converted to a hashtag, "caught fire," Ezekwesili said.
Ezekwesili's status as part of the elite no doubt helped raise the issue and prepared her for the next step:  turning the viral hashtag into a real-world force. She and other Nigerian women began to organize daily gatherings and protests urging the government to act and bring back the kidnapped school girls. But, Ezekwesili told me, then-President Goodluck Jonathan's administration was feckless as well as silent. Nigeria's ill-equipped army in the north was outgunned and outmaneuvered by Boko Haram. "It was humiliating to see our soldiers running away from Boko Haram."
The humiliation of Jonathan's administration was global. In the United States, celebrities and politicians -- led by first lady Michelle Obama -- circulated the hashtag. The viral campaign in turn put pressure on the White House to send more military assistance to Nigeria, even though U.S. officials had restricted arms transfers because of the army's abuses against civilians.
The simultaneous rise of ISIS and other Islamist insurgencies in the Middle East further heightened the pressure. The brutal kidnapping of the Chibok girls stoked fears of Islamist forces taking over the Middle East, Africa and Europe. I traveled to northeastern Nigeria in 2015 and talked with Nigerian military officers who were frustrated with America for being slow to give material  support. "The Chinese come here and build roads; the Americans come here and give lectures." I remember one of them telling me.
Inevitably, perhaps, the world's attention moved on from Chibok, though the activism continued. Ezekwesili and other women showed up daily at the Unity Fountain in the capital, Abuja, for nearly seven years, until covid forced people inside in 2020.
At last count, Boko Haram has killed more than 350,000 people. And 90 of these kidnapped girls, who are now women, are still in captivity. "Kidnappings are now more commonplace in Nigeria," Ezekwesili told me. So was the activism, the hashtag and the global spotlight worth nothing?
I'm not ready to say that. It is remarkable to contemplate the power that social media -- especially Twitter at its best -- had to generate international empathy. At least for a number of months, the world cared about poor Nigerian girls neglected, and even forgotten, by their own government.
Ezekwesili believes that the past 10 years have shown that there's only one way things will truly change for the better. "We need a completely new political class, to replace what we have," she said. "We need a politics of care."
That would make a powerful hashtag.
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The world's best hope for survival? Saving us from ourselves.
Post readers respond to articles on climate change, Trump's comments on Jewish voters and calls for a cease-fire in Gaza. 
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-04-17

A firefighter near Greenville, Calif., on Aug. 5, 2021. (Stuart W. Palley for The Washington Post)


Regarding the April 10 news article "European court rules Switzerland climate inaction violated human rights":
Every year, 218 million people are affected by climate-related disasters, resulting in at least 70,000 deaths. Despite this, our preparations remain inadequate.
Climate change not only causes natural disasters but also creates global health emergencies. Wildfires burn in California, and Canada faces a high risk. Other disasters around the world this year have already claimed hundreds of lives. Why are we still unprepared?
The World Health Organization  director general authored a new official report, titled "Climate Change and Health." This report acknowledges climate change as a critical health issue and proposes a structured approach to address it. As young physicians and global health researchers, we urge governments to prioritize health in their climate policies, enhance data collection and monitoring, and standardize protocols for capacity building.
The pandemic exposed gaps in our emergency response capacity. We call upon the governments to strengthen health-care capacity, preparing the health-care systems to act as pillars of sustainability in the face of climate change. The time to prepare is now.
Shreenik Kundu and Ayla Gerk, Montreal
The writers are PhD students at McGill University with fellowship studies at the Program in Global Surgery and Social Change at Harvard Medical School.
At the most fundamental level, the world's struggle to make progress combating climate change is a product of humankind's most tragic flaw: We are incapable of protecting ourselves from ourselves. In the same vein, we might be unable to exhibit the required understanding, cooperativeness and selflessness needed to overcome the effects of climate change.
Since the discovery of climate change a half-century ago, the world's reaction has been appalling. The response from those in the best position to do something about it, such as world political leaders and the barons of industry, has ranged from inadequate to nonexistent. For far too long, it seems the prospect of the end of humanity has paled in significance when compared with the continuation of the status quo, with its profits and comforts. The urgency of the situation is finally taking hold, but is it happening too late? Precious time has been wasted.
Perhaps the world's best hope for survival would be the use of cutting-edge science and technology to, for example, remove carbon dioxide directly from the atmosphere. The nature of the process would be analogous to the extraction of salt from the ocean, but immensely more complex. A major advantage of such a solution is that it would be less affected by the proclivities of human behavior. Even in an advanced country such as the United States, a significant number of people still believe the whole thing is a "hoax," and business as usual still reigns. It really does feel like, once again, we can't help ourselves -- but this time, the consequences could be fatal for the entire human species.
Harry Flickinger, Gaithersburg
Regarding the April 10 article "U.N. climate chief presses for faster action, says humans have 2 years left 'to save the world'":
While the thought of "two years left" seems depressingly pessimistic to me as a college student, it's important that we don't lose faith and focus on solutions. Although this article is more concerned with carbon emissions on a global scale, it is crucial that we look inward at our own domestic responsibility in reducing our emissions. The United States has yet to pass legislation for large-scale emissions reductions, such as a carbon fee to encourage polluters to turn to more renewable energy and a dividend distributed to every citizen to cushion the result of the fee.
While Michael Oppenheimer, a climate scientist at Princeton University, worries this two-year warning will be ignored, it is my hope that it can be a call to action. While issues of climate change seem overwhelming to many citizens, our nation is based on the power of the ballot to prioritize the greatest threats to our future. November is coming.
Courtney Hand, Williamsburg, Va.
Regarding Philip Bump's April 10 analysis, "Browbeating Jewish voters hasn't yet worked for Trump":
Donald Trump's statement that Jews who don't vote Republican don't love Israel is a waste of breath. I am a Jew, and I love Israel. It's Benjamin Netanyahu whom I don't like or trust. There is mounting evidence that the Israeli prime minister is holding on to power for the same reason Mr. Trump wants to return to power: to keep out of the courtroom. The last time I voted for a Republican was in November 1990. But if you're wondering, I'm not voting for any current Republican, and I still love Israel.
Robert Bronstein, New York
Donald Trump might be surprised to learn that Jewish voters, even those of us who are strong supporters of Israel, have strong feelings about other priorities as well. We care about education, the economy, women's health care, gun safety, foreign affairs, the environment, crime and, yes, even immigration. We are very aware that if Mr. Trump wins and the Republicans take the House and Senate, we will likely lose any progress we have made on these issues.
How do we know this? Mr. Trump has developed a track record since his surprising win in 2016. His overriding concern, as he seeks the presidency for the third time, seems to be avoiding convictions in his many criminal cases and, if he wins, destroying his enemies. We have a long history of democracy and freedom in this country. When countries lose that, it never works well for the Jewish people. There's a track record for that, too.
Elliott Miller, Bala Cynwyd, Pa.
Regarding the April 9 op-ed by Jordanian King Abdullah II, French President Emmanuel Macron and Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi, "Three nations, one message: A permanent Gaza cease-fire now":
Before Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel sought a two-state solution. Under the Oslo accords, Israel wanted a two-state solution. Former U.S. ambassador Dennis Ross recounted in his book "The Missing Peace: The Inside Story of the Fight for Middle East Peace" the proposed solution in 2000 that would have given the Palestinian Authority 95 percent of what they wanted. Then-Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak agreed, but Yasser Arafat, leader of the Palestinian Authority, walked away. The current leader of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, does not want to live in peace with Israel, and Hamas wants to destroy Israel.
The proposed cease-fire will not be permanent until both sides respect each other's right to exist. Israel is threatened with hostile neighbors and acts accordingly. Are the authors of this op-ed willing to commit troops and resources to ensure that Israel is secure? With a secure Israel, a rational prime minister could be elected to build a two-state solution. What commitments will the authors and the United Nations make to provide effective, peace-loving government(s) for the Palestinians?
Robert Finkelstein, Reston, Va.
Jordanian King Abdullah II, French President Emmanuel Macron and Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi have observed that "Protecting civilians is a fundamental legal obligation for all parties and "the cornerstone" of international humanitarian law. Violating this obligation is absolutely prohibited." With all due respect, this statement is both inaccurate and misleading.
Yes, the protection of "noncombatants" is a fundamental principle of the Law of Armed Conflict. However, it is not the cornerstone. Historically, the LOAC has recognized that civilian deaths and the destruction of civilian property will often occur in the course of armed conflict. The principal purpose of the LOAC has thus been to mitigate, not eliminate, this loss of civilian life and property by regulating the means and methods by which conflict might be lawfully conducted. Accordingly, a commander must refrain from an attack in which the anticipated incidental civilian harm would be excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage expected to be gained.
Thus, while the protection of civilians is indeed a fundamental consideration in conducting a military operation, this factor does not take priority over mission accomplishment. A warfighter, in developing an operation plan, cannot do so on the basis that, legally, his primary concern must not be the military necessity of accomplishing his mission, but rather the protection of the enemy's civilian population. To contend that this is the case would be to turn the LOAC on its head.
David E. Graham, Charlottesville
The leaders of Egypt, France and Jordan all support an immediate cease-fire, which is counterintuitive to the universally supported right of Israel to defend itself. Hamas publicly claims its members will repeat the Oct. 7 attack until Israel no longer exists.
The call for releasing hostages is laudable. However, bear in mind that Hamas wishes to exchange the people they kidnapped for criminals and murderers held in Israel's prisons.  Will released prisoners carry out another Oct.  7?
Max Bronstein, Silver Spring, Md.
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A 10-decibel difference could change the rest of your life 
Plus: Ukraine's dark prince and Trump. Stop insulting rural voters. Karlie Kloss on abortion rights.
By Drew Goins | 2024-04-17
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(The Washington Post)


I hate to be the bearer of bad news, but better you hear it now than not hear it ever -- or only after thrice asking, "Wait, what did you say?":
According to data visualization consultant Steve Wexler's op-ed on healthy noise levels, every time you leave a concert or club with your ears ringing, you probably damage the delicate cells of your inner ear.
As one would hope from a data visualizer (especially when his graphics are developed by my creative colleagues Amanda Shendruk, Sergio Pecanha and Yan Wu), Wexler's op-ed imaginatively explains the why and how of this aural emergency, putting first a four-piece, then eight-piece, then 16-piece, then 128-piece band on your screen.
You might be surprised by how modestly this crowding of the stage increases the decibel level -- and by how much just nudging up the amp does.
But the pots-and-pans DJ lovers need not fret; Wexler has listened to decades of loud live music and retains the hearing "of someone half my age." He explains that a little squishy earplug goes a long way.
Chaser: Could someone please make sure Marc Thiessen, who recently wrote about his lifelong obsession with live concerts, sees this one?

The head of Ukraine military intelligence Kyrylo Budanov at his office on Jan. 20 in Kyiv. (Serhiy Morgunov for The Washington Post) 


Meet the man David Ignatius calls "the dark prince of the Ukraine war." Russia has tried to assassinate him at least 10 times.
His name is Lt. Gen. Kyrylo Budanov, and he's the head of Ukraine's intelligence service. David spoke with him for an hour and a half last month in his "forbidding office," where armor and a very much in-use machine gun were heaped next to his desk.
Budanov is steely in David's profile, and it's wild to read his record of service, but his quotes are mostly what you'd expect -- about Ukrainian resolve, Putin's hubris, etc. -- until he gets to Donald Trump.
David writes that Budanov's opinion of Trump surprised even him -- though maybe it's all just tradecraft and a testament to "what a canny intelligence operator" the dark prince is.
Meanwhile, Trump's MAGA acolytes in the House of Representatives are anything but, Josh Rogin writes, in their attempt to use Iran's missile attack on Israel to further delay U.S. aid to Ukraine.
Josh explains (not for the first time) how the conflicts are connected and why aid to Israel and Ukraine would be most effectively passed in one joint package -- arguments that far-right Republicans either fail or refuse to understand.
In short, Josh writes, "by pointing to Israel as a reason to abandon Ukraine, Republicans ... are further politicizing the Israel issue, exacerbating the suffering of Ukrainians, and preventing U.S. leaders in both parties from finding the political compromises needed to ensure the security of Israel, Ukraine and the United States alike."
In their op-ed, scholars of rural politics Nicholas Jacobs and Daniel Shea write that they have observed among these voters "a unique set of resentments or grievances that arise from real and perceived slights against rural communities."
Why on Earth would these rednecks/hillbillies/white-trash folks feel any slights!
Such insults, Jacobs and Shea write, are "the last ones you can utter in respectable conversation" in the big cities of the coasts, whose dwellers ostensibly prize empathy. Where these tropes always seem to lead is the grand stereotype of the enraged rural voter.
But the story of rural America is so much more complicated than that, they write; it's one of pride, belonging and, yes, some frustration. Propagating "angry redneck" stereotypes only adds to that frustration -- and carries with it political consequences.
"As long as rural America is treated with disdain," Jacobs and Shea write, "should we really be surprised when, once again, it reluctantly turns to Trump?"
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
DJ, drop the beat!
(And the decibels, too, please?)
Responsible rave
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Clarence Thomas doesn't recuse himself from Jan. 6 case
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Clarence and Ginni Thomas and the Jan. 6 case.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-04-17

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Cartoon by Ed Hall
Ed Hall cartoon on jury selection for Donald Trump's trial in New York.
By Ed Hall | 2024-04-17

(Ed Hall)
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Cartoon by Jimmy Margulies
Jimmy Margulies cartoon on school absenteeism.
By Jimmy Margulies | 2024-04-17

(Jimmy Margulies)
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South Africa's ANC is headed for a reckoning at the ballot box. That's good.
After 30 years of unchecked power, Africa's most storied liberation movement might lose its parliamentary majority.
By Editorial Board | 2024-04-17

People in Soweto, South Africa, queue for water on March 16. (Jerome Delay/AP)


There's a lot of good news coming out of Africa. Eleven of the world's 20 fastest-growing economies are African, and the continent's overall gross domestic product growth is expected to outpace the global average this year and next.
Unfortunately, the good news doesn't extend to South Africa, the continent's most industrialized economy and its leading democracy. Growth is flat, and the country barely avoided a recession last year. Officially, nearly one-third of working-age South Africans are  unemployed, but the real rate is likely higher. Crime is staggering. South Africa has the highest income inequality in the world. Its productivity is hampered by a nationwide electricity shortage leading to daily rolling blackouts. Last month, the country's largest city, Johannesburg, was hit by an unprecedented water shortage partly because of crumbling infrastructure.
The African National Congress bears most of the blame. South Africa's ruling party for the past 30 years, since the country's first all-race elections, the ANC was once unassailable as the party of the country's first Black president, Nelson Mandela, and the vanguard of the liberation movement that ended the abhorrent apartheid regime.
But after three decades of unchallenged power, the ANC has become ossified, unresponsive, and tainted by corruption and failure to deliver basic services. Kickbacks for state contracts have become rampant, especially during the disastrous administration of Jacob Zuma, who faced multiple indictments and allegations of corrupt dealings and who was briefly imprisoned before being questionably paroled. Last month, the powerful speaker of the national assembly and ANC member, Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, was accused by prosecutors of taking $135,000 in bribes when she served as defense minister. She resigned Wednesday.
Now many young South Africans appear to be turning against the ANC. National elections are due May 29, and most signs and surveys suggest the ANC might for the first time lose its absolute majority in Parliament. That would be a good thing.
What happens after the election will be a crucial test for the country's young democracy and will have implications across the continent for other struggling democracies. South Africa has no experience with a coalition government. How the various parties navigate the uncertainty -- and even if the ANC would accept a loss of its complete control -- point to a fraught post-election period.
To be sure, the ANC is still a massive voter turnout machine that commands loyalty among the older generation. Its leaders, including President Cyril Ramaphosa, like to remind voters that many of the country's problems stem from the inequalities of the repugnant apartheid regime. But among younger voters, that message falls short.
If the ANC lands just a few seats shy of a majority, it could assemble a coalition with independents and tiny parties. But if its losses are bigger -- and some projections put its support as low as 40 percent -- then the ANC will need to join forces with one of the larger established parties to maintain its hold on government. Which way the ANC turns will determine its economic direction as well as its future foreign policy, including relations with the United States.
The current main opposition party, the Democratic Alliance, is expected to come in second. An ANC-DA alliance would likely ensure a centrist-liberal economic policy scaling back the state's heavy role in the economy. The DA has also been more critical of Russia's invasion of Ukraine than the ANC, which has adopted a neutral position. The DA runs the provincial government in Western Cape, considered in public opinion surveys to be South Africa's best-run province. But the Democratic Alliance suffers from the stigma of being seen as the party favored by the country's White minority.
Another party poised to do well is an ANC offshoot, the Economic Freedom Fighters,  which advocates a blend of Marxist economic policies and land confiscation. Its fiery, charismatic leader, Julius Malema, is also given to harsh, violence-tinged rhetoric. An ANC alliance with the EFF would mean a sharp turn to a far-left, socialist and anti-Western agenda.
The wild card is Mr. Zuma, who has formed a new party, uMkhonto weSizwe,  which is expected to peel away votes from the ANC in Mr. Zuma's native KwaZulu-Natal province. Mr. Zuma retains a significant base. His supporters have also shown a penchant for violence, as in 2021 when Zuma supporters rioted against his arrest. There are fears of a repeat of violence if his new party fares poorly.
Some within the ANC are sanguine about the party losing its majority, calling it the natural evolution of a vibrant democracy. If South Africa's leaders cultivate this sort of perspective, the country is likely to weather the uncertainty, emerge stronger and -- once again -- serve as a democratic model for others to emulate.
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Trump's reckoning begins
The criminal justice system finally catches up to Donald Trump.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-04-17

The New York courtroom where former president Donald Trump's hush money trial, which began Monday, is being held. (Seth Wenig/AP)


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
For this week's Mailbag newsletter, I answer some reader questions, point to a laughably bad news headline and highlight a spot-on dissent from the Arizona Supreme Court's abortion ruling.
A reader asks: If people with a criminal record can't get high-level security clearance, how could Donald Trump, if elected, be briefed on national affairs? Wouldn't he have to resign?
Answer: The voters get their say in a democracy. Should they be so reckless as to elect Trump, the Constitution would invest him with all powers of the chief executive, including (especially!) those of commander in chief. Voters need to contemplate just how dangerous that would be.
A reader asks: Can any of the judges in Trump's pending trials call for a psychological evaluation?
Answer: The four-times-indicted former president has not pleaded insanity or diminished capacity. The judges, therefore, cannot initiate an evaluation on their own.
A reader asks: If the Republicans and the courts bring back enforcement of the Comstock Act, should Democrats and women's groups start attacking the mailing of Viagra, other erectile dysfunction drugs and testosterone products as being "obscene" and used for "obscene purposes?" Good for the gander, good for the goose?
Answer: It's a great argument in court. Applying the law only to women's reproductive devices and medication is a violation of equal protection (as well as due process, if the Supreme Court still recognizes substantive due process) and the First Amendment. I wouldn't, however, fight one constitutional outrage with another (i.e., retaliate with a broader Comstock Act that applies to men as well). The goal should be to get rid of this monstrous law.
A reader asks: How do we get the media to accurately report the likely fascist consequences of a potential second Trump term? I don't see the general public taking this threat seriously enough.
Answer: Traditional media insist this is a traditional election with two competing parties, not a contest between democracy and authoritarianism. Media have so completely bought into the false equivalence that they cannot accurately define the MAGA movement. Nevertheless, President Biden now consistently highlights Trump's dictatorial plans and fascist language. Biden will need to do more to force the media to pay attention.
A reader asks: I recently read in the Economist about controversy over assisted suicide. What's your opinion? The position is very different across diverse countries.
Answer: The bill under consideration in the British Parliament would allow a patient to request life-ending medication under very strict circumstances (e.g., two independent doctors and a judge to verify that the patient has a terminal illness with six months or less to live, and is not under duress). On one hand, I believe deeply in personal autonomy. That said, even with restrictions, the danger for abuse (as seen in the Netherlands) remains. Moreover, given the rapid strides in medicine, I don't know how doctors can be so certain about a six-months-to-live prognosis. I also worry about the slippery slope (expanding assisted suicide from terminal patients to chronically ill ones). While I support giving patients the full range of palliative care at the end of life, I remain deeply conflicted about assisted suicide laws.
A reader asks: Can Trump's attorneys resign to delay his trials while new counsel is hired and brought up to speed?
Answer: In all likelihood, no. The judge would have to let the attorneys off the case. In any event, Judge Juan M. Merchan would almost certainly tell Trump to proceed with another of the former president's bazillion lawyers.
A reader asks: Let's suppose that Trump gets convicted, loses the election and winds up in prison. Do you think the other trials will go forward?
Answer: It often happens that, after an initial conviction, the felon gets brought to other jurisdictions for trial. This would be no different.
Despite Trump's whining and incessant maneuvers to delay a trial, he now sits in a New York courtroom facing 34 felony charges. The judge on Monday methodically struck down Trump's objections to evidence demonstrating his fear that the alleged sexual encounters would ruin his election chances in 2016. Oh, and a hearing on whether he should be held in contempt for his ongoing Truth Social threats against witnesses will be held next week.
This is what justice looks like: slow but effective, imperfect but satisfying. When the rule of law operates as it should, it's something to behold.
People on social media and other critics justifiably mocked, derided and denounced the New York Times for the headline, "Two Imperfect Messengers Take On Abortion." The sub-headline was nearly as bad: "Neither side of the abortion divide would probably design the exact candidate they have in 2024." This could be the crown jewel of "both-sidesism," accomplishing that feat in multiple ways.
For starters, it blurs the distinction between Biden's clear and unwavering position (to write Roe v. Wade into a federal statute) with Trump's well-documented inconsistencies, deflections and contradictions. These two men simply are not equally deficient communicators. That imbalance in clarity and sincerity actually might determine the campaign's outcome.
In addition to mischaracterizing the candidates' relative abilities, this quintessential "process story" diminishes the issue's moral gravity. You could not imagine a 1942 headline: "Two imperfect messengers take on world war." Awarding style points, as the story does, trivializes the abortion issue.
Finally, the Times headline amounts to a self-parody of gamified political coverage: "Neither side of the abortion divide would probably design the exact candidate they have in 2024." (Well, neither team in the World Series would design the exact lineup they have.) In essence, the Times tells us, "No one's perfect!" -- an empty platitude. Journalists owe readers an accurate depiction of the candidates' vast differences in consistency, clarity and moral seriousness on abortion. Alas, such precision would demand truth-telling in lieu of feigned "balance."
After the 4-2 Arizona Supreme Court ruling reinstating an 1864 abortion ban, women can only hope that the adage "Today's dissent is tomorrow's majority" holds true. In this case, the court's dissenting justices excoriated the majority for inventing an ambiguity in a law. A plain reading of the text should have required implementation of a 15-week restriction and an exception when the health of the mother is at risk, not a complete ban.
Vice Chief Justice Ann Timmer wrote for the dissenting opinion: "Relying on a statutory construction note tucked within a session law predating Dobbs, the majority interprets [the abortion law] as providing that if Roe was overruled, the state would turn back the clock to 1973 by enforcing the near-total abortion ban against physicians, even if they comply with [the law] by performing elective abortions before the fifteen-week gestation point or performing abortions when necessary to prevent serious impairment to the pregnant woman's health." Timmer slams the majority's assumption that a legislature would "hide elephants in mouseholes." Translation: Lawmakers wouldn't throw a monumental edict into what amounts to a footnote.
Unlike the majority, Timmer declines "to engage in the guesswork needed to engraft onto [the 15-week law's] straightforward language a meaning the legislature may or may not have intended had it anticipated the Supreme Court would overrule Roe." For good measure, she cites conservative icon Justice Antonin Scalia to support the dissent's textualist position.
Once more, a savvy dissent reveals that right-wing judges (who used to demand strict adherence to texts' plain meaning and excoriate liberals for concocting flimsy grounds to reach their desired conclusions) apparently didn't mean that their vaunted interpretation rules would apply to abortion, of all things. Hmm. Maybe they have always been ideological partisans desperate to impose Christian nationalism on an unwilling country.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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Maryland teen threatened to 'shoot-up' Wootton High School, police say
Police in Montgomery County say 18-year-old Alex Ye had written a 129-page 'memoir' that discussed killing other students, but Ye had said it was a work of fiction.
By Dan Morse | 2024-04-18

A teen in Maryland is accused of threatening a shooting at Wootton High School in Montgomery County. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


A Maryland teenager was charged with threatening mass violence after investigators in Montgomery County found a 129-page "memoir" the 18-year-old had written that described shooting up a high school and elementary school, according to court documents filed Thursday.
Alex Ye, of Rockville, was charged with a single count of threat of mass violence, a Maryland law that makes it illegal to "knowingly threaten" to carry out an act that would place people at substantial risk of death or serous physical injury.
The recently discovered document told the story of a character named "James Wang." Ye had described the work, told in the first-person from Wang's perspective, as fictional but an acquaintance of Ye's told detectives the character bore "striking similarities" to Ye.
"As I walk through the hallways, I cherry pick the classrooms that are the easiest targets," Ye had written, according to the filings, adding one page later: "I have also considered shooting up my former elementary school because little kids make easier targets."
He was arrested on Wednesday, according to court records, and was being held at the Montgomery County Detention Center without bond.
Ye had attended Wootton High School in Rockville, but had not been physically at any county schools since the fall of 2022, according to court records and a public school system spokesman. Ye continued his education virtually through the county's "Online Pathways to Graduation" program, the spokesman said.
Ye spent much of the last 15 months hospitalized under psychiatric care, according to charging documents, most recently over the last several weeks.
There is no indication from the filings that Ye had any firearms or specific plans to obtain any. Court records do state that Ye purchased a BB gun online without his parents' knowledge. The records indicated he was considering it to commit "suicide by cop," a term that describes a person who points a weapon at police officers because they want to be shot.
The charge against Ye specifically stated that Wootton was the target of his threat, and police had recently increased their presence outside the building as a deterrent.
Ye's parents declined to comment Thursday. An attorney listed in court records for Ye could not immediately be reached. Ye has been hospitalized for mental health issues -- including homicidal and suicidal ideation -- at least three times since late 2022, according to court records.
Investigators for the Montgomery County Police Department, working with the FBI, detailed their case against Ye in an 11-page affidavit filed in Montgomery County District Court.
At times Ye's writings state they were a work of fiction, but the affidavit covers behavior and material that clearly raised red flags. And he appears to have been on local law enforcement's radar since at least last year.
The recent investigation of Ye began, according to court records, on March 3 after police in the Baltimore area were contacted by a person who said he knew Ye from their time together at a psychiatric facility and alerted police to the writings.
"The story focused on a transgender main character being bullied in school and other issues that [the acquaintance] believed were directly from Ye's life and not indicative of fiction," investigators wrote.
Investigators also spoke with a hospital psychologist who had treated Ye and a counselor at Wootton who had spoken with him. In their court filings, investigators also cited what they said were social media messages written by Ye, who was charged under his birth name, saying he felt it would be fun to shoot people. Ye's recent internet searches, the court records allege, stated "gun range near me" and "I do recognize that my plan is fully ethical. It's selfish and evil."
Shiera Goff, a Montgomery County police spokeswoman, said the department deeply appreciates the assistance it received in the case.
"This could have been something that was potentially catastrophic had people not come forward with information," she said.
The department is expected to announce more information at a news conference Friday.
"The charges are extremely serious, involving alleged threats to harm others," school system spokesman Christopher Cram said in a statement Thursday, adding that the case showed police and school system's "shared commitment to identify and address potential threats with due process before they materialize."
The filings describe Ye's past mental health struggles.
A counselor at Wootton worked with Ye starting in October 2022, and appears to have continued doing so after he became a virtual student, according to court records. "In their sessions," investigators wrote, "Ye would express violent thoughts such as shooting up the school, wanting to hurt other people and would smile while saying it."
Around that time, a Wootton staffer referred Ye to the Montgomery County Crisis Center, according to the court records. He underwent an emergency mental health evaluation and was hospitalized for threatening to "shoot up a school," homicidal ideations and suicidal ideations, according to court records. Ye was released but by February 2023 he was hospitalized again for homicidal ideations.
"Ye also claimed to be Jesus Christ and was going to crucify himself," detectives wrote.
The teen was discharged in July 2023, and sent to a residential facility, according to court records.
On March 6, Ye underwent another emergency mental health assessment and was admitted to Suburban Hospital in Bethesda.
Investigators got search warrants for his home and online accounts, found the 129-page book and began piecing together what Ye had written.
The book opened with a strong disclaimer: "This is a work of fiction. All the names, characters, businesses, places, events and incidents in this book are either the product of the author's imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental. This is not a threat of violence, nor does it represent the author's beliefs."
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D.C.-area forecast: Warm today, a few showers Friday and cooler into the weekend
Thursday is as warm as it will be for a while. Showers Friday through early Saturday help usher in a new regime. 
By David Streit | 2024-04-18

Congressional Cemetery on Tuesday morning. (Jim Havard/Flickr) 


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
9/10: Close to perfection is this day, if only the pollen would go away.
Today is warm enough to feel like late spring, but cooler air is on the way. The responsible cold front only sets off a few showers tomorrow as it glides through -- then it is an early spring feel all weekend with highs mostly in the 60s. Get out and enjoy, unless you are suffering from the plethora of pollen particles.
Today (Thursday): A few clouds scatter across the sky, but there is plenty of sun too. Light winds from the northwest may be welcome as highs zip up to the mid- to upper 70s. Confidence: High
Tonight: Clouds increase gradually with very light winds from the east. Lows dropping into the mid- and upper 40s (50 downtown) put a bit of a chill in the air for late night folks and early risers. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, X and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Friday): Plenty of clouds are on hand as a cold front approaches. A few showers could pop up later in the afternoon -- just don't be surprised if you don't see much, as it may remain hit or miss. Southeast winds are light, and highs probably reach the mid- to upper 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: A shower or two is still possible through the night, but again most areas should stay dry. The clouds help keep temperatures from falling as fast, but lows are still likely reach the upper 40s to lower 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Some showers may linger into the morning Saturday. Otherwise, skies should gradually turn clearer. Highs pleasantly peak in the mid- to upper 60s. The cool air should settle in overnight with lows in the low to mid-40s. Confidence: Medium
Cooler air is more certainly in place on Sunday with highs perhaps only near 60 despite a good deal of sunshine. Overnight lows are in the low to mid-40s under mainly clear skies. Those clear skies afford a view of the Lyrid meteor shower, but the full moon works against any great viewing. Confidence: Medium-High
The cool air does us a favor Monday by steering a rain system far to our south, leaving us with mostly sunny skies. Highs may hold near the low to mid-60s. Confidence: Medium
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Baltimore bridge collapse highlights outdated safety standards, experts say
Engineers say the collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge shows how U.S. system hasn't evolved to keep up with modern challenges
By Michael Laris, Dan Keating, Julia Ledur | 2024-04-18
U.S. standards for keeping bridges from collapsing when hit by ships hail from a different era.
They rely on half-century-old West German experiments on model ships for a key mathematical formula. Their minimum specifications cite the danger of empty 195-foot barges breaking loose from their moorings and drifting into bridges, a threat that seems quaint compared with the hulking 985-foot container ship that strayed off course after an electrical failure and toppled the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore last month.
And in 2020, international researchers warned that the standards sharply underestimate the impact of a head-on collision by a big ship into a bridge.
As federal investigators probe what caused the Baltimore collapse that killed six workers and shut down a vital U.S. port, some experts say the tragedy is shining a light on the need to bring bridge safety requirements into the modern era.
"The design standards take a while to update," said Mark Gaines, who oversees bridges as Washington state's design engineer. "It's unfortunate, but sometimes it takes something like this as a wake-up call to say, 'Wow, is this really the right standard?'"
There was nothing inherently wrong with the West German research, which was published in 1976, said Preben Terndrup Pedersen, a bridge strike expert and emeritus professor at the Technical University of Denmark. That early research had been focused on protecting reactors on nuclear-powered ships, and forms the basis for calculating the "ship collision impact force" on bridge piers in the U.S. specifications.
"But the numerical tools we have developed since then and the experience we have today are so much better," Pedersen said. In a 2020 study in the journal Marine Structures, he and his colleagues found that U.S. specifications undercount the force of a collision with a large container ship by 40 percent and require far less resistance to ship strikes than the Eurocodes design standards used in the European Union. The study found the specifications were reasonable for calculating the force from some smaller ships.
The U.S. bridge design specifications are developed and issued by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, or AASHTO. Federal regulation requires that bridge designers use them on national highways. Officials at the U.S. Department of Transportation consult on the standards, but don't have a vote on what they include, which is set by the association of state officials.
Patricia Bush, the association's program manager for bridges and design, said group members she's heard from had not seen the study. "It does look like that they did not do physical testing," she said. She said her group's state bridge experts will "certainly look at that one paper. But that doesn't necessarily mean that their results are entirely accurate." Pedersen said the team's research included physical tests using models and was informed by real-world accident findings.
Maryland Transportation Secretary Paul J. Wiedefeld said in an interview he believes the state met the association's standards -- but they would have been the ones in place back in the late 1960s, when the bridge was being designed. "That's a long time ago," he said.

Maryland Secretary of Transportation Paul J. Wiedefeld holds a briefing after the Key Bridge collapse. (Jonathan Newton/for The Washington Post)


Back then, the minimum bridge design specifications did not include standards for how strong a bridge needed to be to withstand getting hit by a ship. Those didn't come until 1994, according to the association, three years after its members drew up initial guidelines on the issue.
The Federal Highway Administration, the federal agency responsible for bridge safety, said in a statement that the "standards are routinely revised and updated for advances in knowledge, practices, and technology," and that it is "confident in the reliability and level of safety of these standards."
It also noted that while U.S. design specifications do identify an empty hopper barge as a minimum "design vessel," the specifications also require that bridges in deep-draft navigable waterways be designed for collisions with the size and speeds of ships expected to travel under them.
It is possible to protect bridges from the megaships plying global trade routes. But doing so means broadening safety measures far beyond the bridges themselves and carefully coordinating different layers of safeguards, transportation experts said.
Earlier in his career, Pedersen joined fellow academics in opposing the plan for a massive Great Belt Bridge over the strait between the Danish islands of Zealand and Funen, a busy shipping channel. The risk of a bridge collapse was too great, he and others thought. He eventually came on board as a safety consultant, working with the government-owned bridge builder on designs for the soaring suspension bridge and a broader safety strategy for managing the risks from ships beneath it.
The goal was to keep the annual probability it would collapse at .0001, or once every 10,000 years.
To do that, they made the costly decision to move the piers much farther apart to provide a buffer between ships and critical bridge supports, and added sand islands to further protect the most exposed piers. They also established a "Vessel Traffic Service" to track ship movements and share information about weather and traffic conditions, and called for specialized pilots to guide the largest vessels past the bridge. They study near misses for safety lessons, and reconsider risks every 10 years to catch shipping and other changes, Pedersen said.
In the United States, with its vast geographic and political diversity, and layers of federal, state and local responsibility, a patchwork of oversight makes such coordination difficult. State transportation departments manage the structural safety of bridges, following the federally required guidelines for bridges on the National Highway System, while the Coast Guard is responsible for the safety of waterways and the risks related to shipping. States have their own bridge design standards, many heavily informed by the state highway and transportation officials association. A mishmash of port operators and international ship owners make things even more complex.
A few years after a cargo ship took down the Sunshine Skyway Bridge over Tampa Bay and killed 35 people in 1980, safety experts said the United States lacked a comprehensive approach to preventing such tragedies. The nation's first design specifications addressing vessel strikes would eventually grow out of that Florida collision. But other problems identified following that incident have yet to be solved.
"Regulatory and institutional activities address parts of the ship-bridge-waterway system: none addresses the functioning of the system as a complex whole," a National Research Council inquiry into vessel strikes concluded in 1983.
That has remained the case. And the lines of communication and responsibility were tested further after the Coast Guard was moved out of the U.S. Department of Transportation and into the new Department of Homeland Security, which opened in 2003.
States, meanwhile, often struggle to keep up with basic safety priorities.
In Washington state, for example, the transportation department doesn't track marine traffic under its bridges or how it has changed over time, Gaines said.
Officials are busy with everyday threats -- like holes opening up in a bridge deck -- and securing the funding needed to address them.
"Vessel strikes like this are tragedies," Gaines said. "But the biggest risk is just the basic maintenance and preservation of our network."
In the frantic early hours after the Key Bridge crumpled into the Patapsco River, questions turned to whether Maryland had enough protection in place.
Wiedefeld, who heads Maryland's transportation department, said the Key Bridge had some protective barriers, but officials were still looking into exactly what forces they were meant to protect against.
According to National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy, the four barriers in the vicinity of the pier hit by the Dali are 25 feet in diameter. NTSB investigators have the original designs from construction in the 1970s. They are probing how barriers built according to today's standards might perform differently, Homendy said.
Wiedefeld said he can't opine on the ongoing NTSB investigation, which can take one to two years. But asked whether barriers could realistically have prevented the 95,000-gross-ton Dali from hitting and destroying the bridge, he suggested there are limits.
"The laws of physics are the laws of physics, right?" Wiedefeld said.
Federal transportation officials collect data from state inspectors on pier protections around bridges. But the data has focused on the presence -- not necessarily the effectiveness -- of such barriers.
For the Key Bridge, the pier protections were coded as "in place; functioning," though they proved useless in preventing the span's destruction.
Some places have taken other steps to compensate for the vulnerability of their bridges. In New York Harbor, large container ships are guided by tugboats operated by trained captains, said Vincent Barone, press secretary for the New York City Department of Transportation.
Ships heading in and out of the Port of Baltimore guide themselves under the Key Bridge with special pilots on board.
The Federal Highway Administration finalized new data specifications in 2022 for states to use, including a requirement for finer details on pier protections, which are set to take effect in 2026.
The presence or absence of pier protections does not provide a clear indication of whether a bridge can withstand a vessel strike. It's here that the "Vessel Collision" provision of the latest edition of the bridge design specifications comes into play.
At its core is a formula for the "Annual Frequency of Collapse" -- how often part of the bridge might be knocked down over the course of a year by a ship. The specifications say "critical or essential" bridges should withstand such dangers to a standard of one collapse per 10,000 years, the same as with the Danish span. The standard for "typical" bridges is one in 1,000 years. The Federal Highway Administration said it could not provide a list of bridges that fall into those "critical" or "typical" categories because the agency doesn't collect that data; state agencies do.
To calculate the frequency of collapse, the specifications call for using tangible inputs like ship traffic under the bridge, but designers should also use the "probability of vessel aberrancy." That is a measure of the risk the ship will face problems caused by pilot mistakes, poor environmental conditions or mechanical malfunctions.
It takes a vote by 35 of the 52 member agencies on the state highway and transportation officials association's bridge committee to approve a change in the specifications, said Bush, the group's bridge coordinator, noting that the votes rarely have more than a handful of dissenters and are frequently unanimous.
"NTSB will do a thorough investigation, like they do for all the bridge collapses. And if they come out with recommendations for AASHTO to change the specs, then we'll take a look at those," Bush said.
Jason Hastings, an engineer in charge of bridges at the Delaware Department of Transportation who sits on the association's bridge committee, said there is "good reason" to move cautiously on changing the standards. Without establishing a clear scientific basis, Hastings said, being overly conservative about the size of ships that bridges should be designed to withstand could waste scarce resources.
"I know that right now there are 51 other chiefs of bridges and structures around the country that are looking at their bridge inventories," Hastings said, considering "vessel collision along with all the other things that we have to be concerned with."
He added: "We err on the side of caution. We err on the side of safety. So we're not going to leave bridges open that are unsafe."
Other states are watching closely. Louisiana "will follow the national lead once the investigation into the Baltimore incident is complete," said state transportation department spokesperson Deidra Druilhet. The Federal Highway Administration said if the NTSB finds standards need to be revised, it "will work with the relevant AASHTO committees to develop and implement those revisions in a timely a manner."
Researchers say changes are needed.
"The whole system was calibrated to older bridges, older ports, older ships, and so on," said Roberto Leon, a structural engineering professor at Virginia Tech. "We have to recalibrate."
He praised the association's overall bridge expertise, but expects the Key Bridge disaster will spur improvement. "I think in probably two to three years, we're going to see a complete revamp of this specification to bring it up to date to what we know today," he said.
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Rock Creek Park Golf Course to undergo major, two-year renovation
The National Park Service signed off on the plan over concerns raised by environmental groups and community members.
By Joe Heim | 2024-04-17

Tall trees dwarf golfers on the Rock Creek Park Golf Course. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


The National Park Service expects renovation to begin on the Rock Creek Park Golf Course late this year, despite community concerns that plans including the removal of 1,100 trees will damage the park's ecosystem, threaten animals' habitat and reduce tree canopy.
The major revamp of the 100-year-old course will take at least two years to complete. Plans call for changing what was once an 18-hole layout to one with a full-length nine-hole course and a shorter nine-hole par 3 course. It will also include a 50-bay driving range and a new clubhouse with food services, a pro shop and an indoor practice area.
"People love Rock Creek Park and generations of golfers have played this historic course," the park's acting superintendent, Brian Joyner, said in a statement announcing the overhaul. "We're creating links between history and nature -- a place that welcomes everyone to relax and see wildlife, get some exercise, and learn, enjoy and be frustrated by the great game of golf."
Funding for the course renovation will come from National Links Trust, a local nonprofit awarded a 50-year lease in 2020 by the Park Service to operate Rock Creek, East Potomac and Langston, the three public golf courses in Washington. The Rock Creek course renovation is expected to cost $25 million to $35 million, said Will Smith, a co-founder of the trust.
Representatives of 20 environmental groups, including Casey Trees and the Sierra Club's D.C. chapter, signed a letter to the Park Service last fall calling the plans for the renovation a "cause for alarm." and noting that stakeholders, including neighbors and community organizations, had not been notified when the Park Service first posted the proposal on its website.
"At a time when the District is losing tree canopy while simultaneously feeling the ever-growing impacts of a changing climate, we should be prioritizing retention of our city's mature forests and natural ecosystems," the letter stated.
Mark Buscaino, executive director of Casey Trees, a nonprofit created to protect and enhance the tree canopy in the District, said Wednesday in a statement that the organization was discouraged that the plan was going forward unchanged despite being "widely opposed by DC residents and over 20 local community organizations."
"We're pleased that the golf course is getting some much-needed attention; however, we're saddened that the plans require the removal of hundreds of arboreal giants that have graced the park for a hundred years or more," Buscaino said. "We encourage NPS and NLT to prioritize Rock Creek's natural resources for the long-term benefit of the golf course, its patrons, and the community."
In its statement announcing the approval, the Park Service said it "understands the concerns about the number of trees to be removed and carefully reviewed all comments received during the extended public comment period. The project will include planting hundreds of native trees, 11 acres of new pollinator meadows and increased habitat for wildlife."
The Rock Creek course started as a nine-hole course in 1909 before expanding to 18 holes in 1924. It is the least-played of Washington's public courses and fell into disrepair over the last 20 years. A number of holes became unplayable, and the greens and fairways were often in poor condition.
In an interview Wednesday, Smith said that when completed, the new course layout "is going to be playable and fun. It's going to require good players to think their way around the golf course while allowing beginner and novice players an opportunity to advance the ball, find their ball, and really play the golf course."
He said efforts would be made to keep the course open and operating after the construction project begins in November but said there would be periods it may need to be closed. Once the new driving range is completed it will remain open while work continues on the course.
Smith also acknowledged the concerns raised by environmental groups but said NLT had been working with the Park Service for several years to make sure plans for renovation of the course are environmentally sound.
"Pretty much every decision that we make we look at through the lens of environmental sustainability," Smith said. "This is a complex issue, and there are trade-offs for everything you do. But we are confident that with the Park Service we have come up with a solution that is best for this particular project and this particular site."
The new facility will use solar panels and geothermal energy to power its operation, and work on the course will include the removal of invasive plants and the planting of hundreds of trees to replace ones being removed, Smith said.
"We understand that there will be some tree clearing that is necessary that won't sit well with everybody," he said. "But it is what is necessary in order to have a viable, sustainable golf course and golf course facility that will be economically viable, that will allow us to be able to manage the forest and, over the long term, actually increase tree canopy on the site."
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Youngkin, Virginia lawmakers agree to seek new state budget, avert crisis
Budget negotiators aim to submit a new budget in a special legislative session May 13, returning two days later to vote on it.
By Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Vozzella | 2024-04-18

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) speaks to reporters Wednesday in the state Capitol along with General Assembly leaders, from left, Sen. Ryan T. McDougle (R-Hanover), Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth), Del. Luke E. Torian (D-Prince William), Del. Todd Gilbert (R-Shenandoah), Del. Charniele L. Herring (D-Alexandria), Del. Terry L. Austin (R-Botetourt) and House Speaker Don L. Scott Jr. (D-Portsmouth) as they announce plans to work together on a compromise state budget. (Gregory S. Schneider/The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- Virginia lawmakers and Gov. Glenn Youngkin have reached a deal aimed at averting a nasty confrontation over the state budget, agreeing to set aside the current spending plan and work toward a new budget document by the middle of next month.
The deal leaves a lot of ground to cover in settling tax and spending policy, but marks a profound improvement in adversarial relations between Democratic lawmakers and the Republican governor that had the state lurching toward a possible government shutdown.
"We came together over the last few days, worked well together in order to agree to this," Youngkin told reporters Wednesday in the state Capitol as he stood with leading Democratic and Republican lawmakers -- including Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth), who has routinely taunted Youngkin on social media and led the crusade to kill his plans for a $2 billion sports arena in Alexandria.
What changed? "We spent time together," Youngkin said.
"A lot of time together," Lucas added.
There are no specific policy choices nailed down yet -- it's basically an agreement to reach agreement. But the first step played out Wednesday on the floor of the House of Delegates, with lawmakers in town for the annual session to review vetoes and amendments proposed by the governor.
After leaders explained to the members what was going on in closed-door caucus meetings, the House voted unanimously to set aside all of Youngkin's 233 proposed amendments to the budget. Then lawmakers procedurally killed the underlying document -- the General Assembly's own budget.
While that would seem to leave the state in even worse limbo, lawmakers and the governor have agreed to work to fashion a new two-year spending plan based on the General Assembly's budget but taking Youngkin's priorities into account.
Minority Leader Todd Gilbert (R-Shenandoah) urged his caucus to support the move -- not because he agreed with it in substance, but because it was part of the new "detente" on the budget.
"Hopefully we may have entered into a phase where finally we can all sit down and the governor and the leaders of the budget committees and you, Mr. Speaker, can work this out," Gilbert told House Speaker Don L. Scott Jr. (D-Portsmouth).
Budget negotiators aim to submit a new budget in a special legislative session May 13, returning two days later to vote on it.
"We have not settled out on a lot of the specifics. That's what the work to do over the course of the next 30 days will be," Youngkin told reporters.
Although the budget was quickly dispensed with, legislators on Wednesday still had to slog through Youngkin's amendments to 116 bills and vetoes of 153. Neither chamber mustered the two-thirds supermajority needed to override any of the vetoes, including one that nixed a bipartisan 1 percent local sales tax to fund school construction. The House and Senate rejected many of his amendments, but Youngkin will have the final say, signing or vetoing the bills.
By a 34-6 vote, the Senate soundly rejected Youngkin's rewrite of a bill to allow slot machine-like "skill games" in convenience stores. That leaves the governor the choice of vetoing the bill or allowing it to become law in its original form -- and keeps the issue alive as a potential bargaining chip in budget negotiations.
During his impromptu news conference in the Capitol on Wednesday, Youngkin praised and thanked his "colleagues" in the General Assembly -- a marked change in tone from the "backward budget" tour Youngkin embarked upon shortly after the legislature wrapped up work on the budget March 9. Speaking to friendly Republican audiences, Youngkin had traveled the state slamming Democrats for reaching into taxpayers' pockets to fund their "pet projects."
Though Democrats control both chambers of the General Assembly, the budget had been passed with significant Republican support. It rejected Youngkin's call for cuts to personal income tax rates but accepted his plan to expand the sales tax to digital downloads -- then took that a step further by applying it to digital purchases made by businesses as well as consumers, which he opposed. The legislature's budget also featured 3 percent pay raises for teachers and state employees each of the next two years, along with big increases in funding for higher education and public K-12 schools.
On April 8, Youngkin rolled out an unusually detailed rewrite of that budget with his 233 amendments, killing the digital tax but shuffling funding to include pay raises and some other legislative priorities. Democrats reacted angrily, and expectations rose that if they rejected the amendments, Youngkin would become the first Virginia governor in modern memory to veto an entire budget.
With compromise seeming out of reach, the state would have faced a first-ever government shutdown if no budget was in place by the end of the fiscal year on June 30.
Then, this week, the tone suddenly changed.
On Monday, Senate Minority Leader Ryan T. McDougle (R-Hanover) and Lucas sat down for lunch in a little room in the General Assembly Building -- a meeting they'd set up days earlier in a phone call. They'd been bemoaning the budget impasse and decided face time would be the best fix.
"We said, 'We really just need to sit down and have a conversation,'" McDougle recalled Wednesday.
Over boxed lunches from the building's cafeteria, the two decided the next step should be expanding the circle.
"We talked about how we need to get everybody to the table, we need to get R's and D's and the governor sitting at the table, all talking at the same time and not talking past each other or through our different caucuses," Lucas said. "And so we got together and said, 'Well, we're going to get some folks from the House, some folks from the Senate, from both sides. We're going to sit down and have a conversation.'"
That group gathered in the General Assembly Building the next day, pairs of budget and party leaders from each chamber -- "Like Noah's ark," McDougle said, "two from each side."
Among them was House Appropriations Committee Chairman Luke E. Torian (D-Prince William), who shared that he was going to have a meeting with the governor in the same building later that afternoon.
"And then we all just decided, 'Well, let's go to that meeting,'" McDougle said. He and Torian went down first to make sure Youngkin didn't mind others coming along, and when he gave the okay, everyone else walked in.
Lucas laughed at the memory of the group descending on the governor. "I don't know if he expected there to be so many of us," she said, "but he invited us to the meeting and we just kept trickling in the door and so the conversation started."
Events happened so quickly, they caught Scott off guard. The House speaker had briefed a group of reporters Tuesday afternoon on the budget impasse, blaming Youngkin for failing to engage despite the fact that the two men have developed an unlikely friendship. Soon after, he said, his phone began "blowing up" with texts from the governor and lawmakers urging him to come down to the meeting. He summoned the reporters back on Wednesday morning to tell them everything had changed.
Scott described a late-breaking sense of clarity on all sides, a realization that steaming toward a budget veto from the governor and possible government shutdown would hurt all of their constituents. New York bond-rating agencies had told him the state's lofty credit status was at risk, he said, which would mean higher borrowing costs for state government, passed along to taxpayers.
During the meeting with Youngkin, he said, the dilemma was clear: Should members use Wednesday's session for "performances" of partisan political speeches and then produce a budget that Youngkin was all but certain to veto? "Or do we use this day to take the temperature down and try to be constructive and do a reset?" said Scott, who just Tuesday released a digital ad criticizing "Pretending Glenn" for his budget changes.
"We decided that we needed to take the temperature down a little bit," Scott said.
Youngkin ventured over to the General Assembly Building again Wednesday morning to work out procedural strategy with lawmakers, meeting on their turf in what Scott took as a sign of respect. There was no attempt, though, to settle the actual substantive issues of the budget.
"We agreed that there's nothing that's off the table," said Torian, the House budget chief. "Everything will be up for discussion and deliberations. No decisions have been made at this point. Everything that we had in our budget that we sent to the governor, all of it is still on the table for discussion and deliberation."
Scott promised that big spending priorities such as pay raises, higher education and health care will still be funded. The digital sales tax? At some point, he said, that has to pass for Virginia to keep up with surrounding states that have already implemented one. But if Youngkin wants to insist on preventing it, that's on him, Scott said. Meanwhile, an expected revenue surplus of anywhere from $400 million to $1 billion could help make up the difference.
"We're in a better, more mature place" on the budget, Scott said. "I think everybody understands their roles and responsibilities a little better, I'll put it like that. ... I think there's an opportunity to get this thing done."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/04/17/virginia-budget-youngkin-assembly-deal/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Man charged in fatal shooting of off-duty D.C. police officer in Baltimore
The killing of D.C. police Sgt. Tony Mason Jr. had been a mystery, but new details emerged this week alleging he was fatally shot after parking in the middle of a drug gang turf.
By Peter Hermann | 2024-04-17

Tony Mason Jr., 40, was off duty from his job as D.C. police sergeant 
in 2017 when he was shot and killed while sitting in a car in West Baltimore. (Victoria Gipson Clark)


For seven years, the killing of D.C. police Sgt. Tony Mason Jr. had been a mystery. Mason was sitting in his car in Baltimore while on a date when two men pulled up and fired at the off-duty officer -- violence that investigators initially believed to be motivated by a domestic dispute.
But new details emerged in the case this week alleging that Mason was fatally shot after he had the misfortune of parking his black Nissan Versa in the middle of a drug gang turf. The 17-year-veteran of the police department, who was not armed or wearing any clothing that identified him as a police officer at the time, was mistakenly targeted by assailants who believed he was part of a rival crew, according to police and court documents.
Fresh developments in the cold case were revealed after Baltimore authorities announced a murder charge against Dion Thompson, a 24-year-old man in federal prison in New Jersey following his conviction for drug distribution.
"For far too long, the details surrounding Sergeant Mason's tragic death have remained a painful mystery," D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith said Wednesday at a news conference in Baltimore, joining that city's police commissioner, state's attorney, federal authorities and others. "While we cannot erase the pain of loss or the memories of that day, we can take solace in the fact that the person responsible is being brought to justice."
Baltimore State's Attorney Ivan J. Bates said Thompson will be prosecuted by his office's new cold case unit, which is devoting attorneys to help police solve old cases that produced few initial leads.
"A cold case is still very much fresh in the hearts and minds of the victim's family," Bates said. "It is critically important that we utilize the latest investigative techniques and technology to put fresh eyes on once-forgotten crimes."

D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith discusses the arrest of a suspect in Mason's fatal shooting. (Peter Hermann/TWP)


In addition to first-degree murder, Bates said, Thompson has been charged with numerous other counts involving illegal firearms, conspiracy and assault. Prosecutors said they are working to get Thompson arraigned on the charges in Baltimore. It could not be determined if he has an attorney in the murder case.
Police said in the charging documents distributed by prosecutors that detectives found no evidence of domestic issues with either Mason or his girlfriend, and that neither had been involved in any criminal activity.
Efforts to reach Mason's family after he died in 2017 and this week were not successful. The 40-year-old had worked in some of the District's highest-crime neighborhoods, and he lived in Baltimore, where in 2017 more than 300 people were killed in homicides.
After his death, Mason's colleagues recalled an officer who mentored young colleagues, was the "life of the party" at poker nights and made efforts to collect blankets for those in need. His onetime partner said he taught her the street lingo when they rode together in a drug unit in D.C., and how he saved her in 2008 when a man pulled a gun on her while they were undercover.
At the time he was killed, Mason had been on desk duty after being accused of pointing a gun at a subordinate.
Court documents describe Thompson as the leader of the Slickest Ones gang, whose territory Mason was in when he was fatally shot on Nov. 4, 2017.
The court documents say Mason and the woman he was with that night had been dating for about one month. He picked her up the night of Nov. 3 and went shopping at a Walmart just outside Baltimore, then went to a liquor store before returning to her home around 12:20 a.m. on Nov. 4. She unloaded the purchases, and he moved his car from the townhouse parking lot to Elgin Avenue on the city's west side near Mondawmin Mall. She then joined him in the vehicle, and they began listening to music and drinking.
At the same time, the court documents say, Thompson was visiting a residence on the same street. As he left, he spotted Mason's Nissan and got worried, the documents say. He called for two others in the residence to meet him with guns, the documents say.
The person who provided the tip that led to the arrest told detectives that Thompson thought the occupants of the Nissan were waiting "either to rob him or retaliate against him for all the robberies he was committing."
The court documents say Thompson and two other men got into a vehicle and pulled up next to the Nissan.
One man on the street yelled "Yo" or "Hey Ya'll" and, along with another man, started shooting with no warning, the documents said.
Mason was killed; the woman was struck in the leg and survived.
After the shooting, charging documents say, Thompson went to his brother to get additional bullets for his now-empty gun. The brother, according to court documents, told him "he was tired of [Thompson] wasting bullets as he hadn't killed anyone yet."
"I got one tonight dummy," Thompson allegedly replied. "Watch the news."
Thompson was arrested during a 2018 vehicle stop in suburban Baltimore in a separate case, where police said they found, a .40 caliber handgun, digital scale and cash, according to court documents.
Prosecutors also said they found a phone they allege Thompson used "to coordinate the sale of narcotics to a variety of drug customers." Court documents say authorities also raided a residence related to Thompson in the Baltimore area and found three kilograms of fentanyl, cocaine and marijuana, another firearm and more than $10,000 in cash.
In 2021, Thompson pleaded guilty in federal court in Baltimore to distributing fentanyl and illegal gun possession and was later sentenced to eight years. Prison records said he is due to be released in the drug case in January 2026.
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PM Update: Isolated shower or storm through evening; warm and sunnier Thursday
Any raindrops should be much more miss than hit. Highs are probably near 80 locally tomorrow. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-04-17
Clouds and some showers today helped keep temperatures in the upper 60s and low 70s for highs. Most spots didn't end up seeing much rain. About a tenth of an inch in a couple places, with others such as D.C. and Washington Dulles International Airport only a trace or raindrops in the air. A couple more showers or a storm are possible this evening. A lot more sun and warmer temperatures are inbound tomorrow.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Some showers, possibly a storm or two, could roam the area into evening. Most spots stay dry given the hit-or-miss nature. Otherwise, partly cloudy through the night, with another small shot at a passing shower after midnight or during the pre-dawn. Lows end up in the upper 50s to lower 60s.

A cloudy dawn above the Lincoln Memorial and Potomac River. (Jeannie in D.C.)


View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Lots of sunshine. All those rays help boost temperatures deep into the 70s or around 80 for highs. It's not impossible that we see an isolated shower in the evening but not terribly likely. Winds are from the northwest and north around 10 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Pollen update: Before today's rain, tree pollen remained HIGH at 1,267 grains per cubic meter of air.
Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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Sheppie Abramowitz, tenacious advocate for refugees, dies at 88
She opened the International Rescue Committee's D.C. office and helped shape humanitarian efforts around the world, working on crises from Cambodia to Kosovo.
By Harrison Smith | 2024-04-17

Refugee advocate Sheppie Abramowitz working in Thailand, where her husband, Morton I. Abramowitz, was stationed as U.S. ambassador from 1978 to 1981. (Family photo)


Sheppie Abramowitz, who helped resettle displaced people from around the world as a volunteer, adviser and eventual vice president for the International Rescue Committee, opening the organization's D.C. office and emerging as a go-to resource for refugee issues, died April 7 at a hospital in Washington. She was 88.
The cause was an infection and aortic aneurysm, said her son, Michael Abramowitz, a former Washington Post journalist who leads the pro-democracy organization Freedom House.
A prodigious networker with an oversize Rolodex, Mrs. Abramowitz leveraged her Washington connections on behalf of refugees from Kosovo to Cambodia, working the phone and crisscrossing the Hill to rally support for displaced people. Dealing with politicians, diplomats, bureaucrats or aid workers, she could be low-key and gracious one moment, blunt and cajoling the next, often while wearing one of her signature brightly colored hats.
"I'm shamelessly squeezing people I know in the administration," she told New York Times reporter Francis X. Clines in 1994, discussing her work on behalf of refugees from the Balkans. "I hope I have a sense of propriety and don't overdo it."
By all accounts, she knew "precisely when to overdo it," as Clines put it, developing a reputation as a "canny pest and benevolent fixer" while cutting through red tape to enhance refugee services and funding.
"She was relentless in going out and engaging everyone, from the most junior Hill staffers to the most senior administration officials, on what the issues were and what needed to be done," said George Biddle, a former executive vice president of the International Rescue Committee.
Formed in 1933 to help refugees from Nazi Germany, the IRC now works in more than 50 countries, aiding in relief efforts and helping families resettle and integrate into their new home. Mrs. Abramowitz initiated the New York-based organization's full-time presence in Washington, and beginning in 1991 she worked for a decade as vice president of government relations.
For years, "Go see Sheppie, she'll get it done," was a familiar refrain from IRC executives including Robert P. DeVecchi and Reynold Levy, who relied on Mrs. Abramowitz to build relationships and open doors in the capital, according to Biddle.
"She educated, guided and encouraged a whole cadre of humanitarian workers," he added in a phone interview.

Mrs. Abramowitz in Manhattan in 2015 with her brothers, Marty Glass, right, and composer and pianist Philip Glass. (Family photo)


At times, Mrs. Abramowitz enlisted her younger brother Philip Glass, the renowned composer and pianist, for IRC fundraisers. She had inherited her interest in humanitarian issues from their mother, who opened the family's Baltimore home to Jewish refugees in the aftermath of World War II, and embraced refugee work while living overseas with her husband, diplomat Morton I. Abramowitz, who became president of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and co-founded the International Crisis Group.
"I was unformed, and refugees became a passion," Mrs. Abramowitz said of her early years in the field.
In the 1960s, while pregnant with her first child and in Hong Kong on one of her husband's early diplomatic postings, she started volunteering for the IRC, helping Chinese refugees learn "hotel English" to get jobs. A decade later, while in Thailand during Morton Abramowitz's stint as U.S. ambassador in the country, she organized a group of embassy wives to provide help to the hundreds of thousands of people fleeing violence, famine and regime change in Vietnam and Cambodia.

Mrs. Abramowitz in Thailand. (Family photo)


Mrs. Abramowitz remained involved with the IRC for more than 50 years, although she also worked from inside the federal government during the Reagan administration, serving as a coordinator between aid organizations and the State Department's bureau for refugee programs.
Her boss at the time, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Arthur E. "Gene" Dewey, called her "a tireless cheerleader" for relief efforts, including those involving refugees from Lebanon, El Salvador and Mozambique. "Her exhortations and inspiration were not driven by identity politics," he said in an email. "She simply saw problems that needed fixing, and she gave us little peace until we fixed them."
The oldest of three children, Sheppie Glass was born in Baltimore on Dec. 17, 1935. She was named after her maternal uncle, Shepard, who died before Mrs. Abramowitz was born. Her father ran a record store, and her mother was an English teacher who became a high school librarian.
After graduating from the private Park School in Baltimore, Mrs. Abramowitz studied history at Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania, receiving a bachelor's degree in 1957. She worked as a congressional aide for Rep. Frank Coffin (D-Maine) before marrying Morton "Mort" Abramowitz in 1959 and soon joined him overseas at his first diplomatic posting, in Taiwan.
For the next seven years, she supported her husband and his work in East Asia while also starting a family and beginning her humanitarian efforts.
Survivors include her husband, of Washington; two children, Michael of Chevy Chase, Md., and Rachel of Los Angeles; her brother Philip Glass of Manhattan; and three grandchildren.

From left, former U.S. ambassador Morton I. Abramowitz, Cynthia Whitehead, banker and diplomat John Whitehead, Mrs. Abramowitz and former IRC president Robert P. DeVecchi in 2010. (Courtesy International Rescue Committee)


After Mrs. Abramowitz and her husband returned to Washington, in 1966, she joined the 1970 presidential campaign of Sen. Edmund Muskie (D-Maine) and became a lobbyist for colleges and universities, representing schools including the State University of New York, the University of Cincinnati and the California State University System.
But humanitarian work remained a focus, especially after her stint in Thailand. When her husband was stationed in Vienna in the mid-1980s, she worked with refugees in transit; when he was dispatched to Turkey a few years later as U.S. ambassador, she advocated for Kurdish refugees in the region.
Colleagues joked that wherever the couple went, trouble seemed to follow. "Finally someone said, 'Keep Abramowitz out of our country,'" she recalled in a 2002 oral history, "'because [there's] always a refugee crisis.' "
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White's Ferry may reopen after owners offer to donate it to Md. county
There is no other Potomac crossing between the Point of Rocks and American Legion bridges -- a span of about 35 miles.


By Justin Wm. Moyer | 2024-04-17

The shuttered White's Ferry as seen from the Leesburg side of the Potomac River in May 2023. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Montgomery County officials said Wednesday that they hope to reopen White's Ferry -- a centuries-old service between Maryland and Virginia that was shut down in 2020 amid a legal dispute -- after the owner this week offered to donate it to the county.
Chuck Kuhn, chief executive of JK Moving Services, and his wife Stacy Kuhn -- who purchased the ferry in 2021 -- said in a statement Tuesday that they are offering to donate the ferry to Montgomery County "contingent on Montgomery and Loudoun counties working together to find a solution to gain access to the Virginia shoreline and reopen the ferry in a timely manner."
At a news conference Wednesday, County Executive Marc Elrich (D) said it could take a year to get it reopened.
"We greatly appreciate their generous donation ... I'm optimistic about how we're going to resolve the remaining issues," Elrich said. "It will still take a year to get it operational by the time all of our legal stuff is being cleared."
A lifeline connecting Maryland and Virginia in an area with few crossings for miles around, White's Ferry began shuttling travelers over the Potomac River before George Washington was president. In the modern era, about 800 cars per day took the 3-minute, 30-second ride between Montgomery and Loudoun counties, according to one study, and demand for trips had been expected to exceed 2,300 per day by 2040.
However, on Dec. 28, 2020, White's Ferry ceased operations -- the victim of a long-running property dispute over landing rights that, despite attempted intervention by the two states, continues more than three years later.
The Kuhns said they would donate the service to Montgomery County as "part of their commitment to getting the ferry operational to preserve history, save jobs and reduce traffic." They said in their statement they had worked to gain access to the ferry landing on the Virginia side from Rockland Farm, its private owner, and that the farm owners rejected a $1.25 million offer for an easement. Then, they offered the farm the opportunity to buy the ferry "with no success."
Libby Devlin, a co-owner of Rockland Farm, said the donation offer was "great news."
"We very much look forward to working with Montgomery and Loudoun to get the ferry open again," Devlin said in an interview Wednesday. "I think it should be open pretty soon."
The ferry's demise has had a dramatic impact on the area where it operated. There is no other Potomac crossing between the Point of Rocks and American Legion bridges -- a span of about 35 miles.
"Despite many good faith efforts to work with the Virginia landowners to make ferry access available, donating the operation became the only solution that made sense to ensure the ferry has a chance to become a functioning part of our lives and local economy," the Kuhns said in the statement. "This is not what we had originally envisioned, but we recognize the importance of White's Ferry to our region."
Elrich declined to discuss details of a possible deal but said the main obstacle was "tension" between the Kuhns and Devlin. If the county owns the ferry, this obstacle will be removed.
"We could not get the two parties to ever talk to each other," he said. "That was a closed door. We had to go back and forth."
Elrich added that eminent domain -- the practice of a government seizing private land -- is a possibility absent a deal. This move, however, would have to be undertaken by officials in Virginia.
"We thought eminent domain should have been used early on," Elrich said. "If there's no way ... other than eminent domain, we hope that the county over there or state over there is willing to do it." He added: "However it happens, it needs to happen."
Loudoun County spokesperson Glen Barbour said in an email that the county, which is not party to the proposed donation, supports "any solution that would result in the resumption of ferry service because the county recognizes the importance of the ferry in our regional transportation network."
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Do you ride the Circulator in D.C.? We want to hear about your experience.
D.C. may end the Circulator bus service next year. We want to know how this would affect you. 
By Washington Post staff | 2024-04-17

(Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


D.C. has proposed ending the Circulator bus service next year. The Washington Post wants to hear about your experiences with the Circulator and how you use it.
To submit, please use the form below. We won't publish or share this information without following up with you. Thanks for contributing!
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
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How a new class of Japanese stars is changing baseball
Japanese stars help shape MLB. Now MLB helps shape Japanese baseball, too.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-04-18

Shohei Ohtani signed with the Los Angeles Dodgers this offseason. (Joshua Mellin for The Washington Post)


Twenty-five years ago, in April 1999, there were six Japanese players on Major League Baseball rosters. Hideo Nomo was the most famous of the bunch, but there were other names, too. Masato Yoshii, Hideki Irabu, Mac Suzuki and Shigetoshi Hasegawa ended up pitching at least five MLB seasons. They were big leaguers and trailblazers. But they were rarities in MLB, which by and large still treated Japanese players as though they had something to prove.
A quarter-century later, Japanese stars are integral parts of MLB's story, playing prominent roles on prominent teams and commanding as much attention and money as, if not more than, North American-born stars.
The highest-paid hitter in the majors, Shohei Ohtani, began his playing career in Nippon Professional Baseball. The highest-paid pitcher, Yoshinobu Yamamoto, earned his deal entirely based on his track record in NPB. Chicago Cubs left-hander Shota Imanaga has looked dominant. New York Mets right-hander Kodai Senga finished second in National League rookie of the year voting last season. In an era of fleeting starter durability, San Diego Padres right-hander Yu Darvish is sixth among active pitchers in career strikeouts. As many eyes are on young Japanese righty Roki Sasaki, who is still pitching for NPB's Chiba Lotte Marines, as there are on any elite college player who might find himself drafted this summer.
The change came slowly, then swiftly, unleashing a torrent of Japanese talent coming stateside that will only pick up speed. And according to conversations with more than a dozen current and former NPB players, coaches and MLB executives, a shrinking world and changing attitudes combined to make it possible.
"I think overall, maybe 10 years back, the understanding for players in Japan was that it was going to be tough to make it over here," Darvish said through an interpreter. "But I think the hurdle has become a little bit lower -- or, maybe, it's the other way around: Players over there are getting better, then doing a better job when they come here."

Yu Darvish is sixth among active pitchers in career strikeouts. (Eric Thayer/AP) 


When Darvish debuted in 2012, Japanese players finding stardom in the United States still qualified as a rarity. The first Japanese standout to make the leap was reliever Masanori Murakami, whose promising MLB career began with the San Francisco Giants in 1964 and ended a year later when a contract dispute with his NPB team forced him to return to Japan.
It was three decades before an NPB standout would find his way to MLB again, when Nomo grew frustrated with the way his Kintetsu Buffaloes were using him and found a loophole that allowed him to make the jump to the Los Angeles Dodgers in 1995. His success signaled that Japanese aces could fare well in the United States, too, and pushed the leagues to establish the posting system, which allows Japanese stars to sign with MLB teams and Japanese teams to be compensated.
A few years later, Ichiro Suzuki arrived, and in the years that followed stars including Daisuke Matsuzaka and Hideki Matsui inspired bidding wars among some of baseball's most storied franchises. But for the most part, the trickle of talent across the Pacific was slow and limited to NPB's elite players -- or, at least, those who were most certain they would find success here.
In the years since, though, Darvish arrived and thrived. Starters including Masahiro Tanaka, Kenta Maeda and Yusei Kikuchi waited out the requisite six years in Japan before heading to MLB and establishing themselves as valuable assets. Little by little, the question for top NPB talent changed. It is rarely a question of whether they will make the jump to MLB but rather when they will make it.

Ichiro Suzuki walks out with Julio Rodriguez's 2023 Silver Slugger award last month. (Lindsey Wasson/AP) 


Ohtani was so good, so soon, that he did not even wait until he was eligible to head to MLB and instead made a deal with his NPB team to come over early. In the years that followed, players such as Seiya Suzuki and Masataka Yoshida found an MLB market willing to bet on Japanese hitters, too.
Darvish, meanwhile, emerged as something of a stateside mentor, the person Japanese pitchers would call for advice about whether they could make it here and how. The evolution of that role coincided with an unmistakable shift in posture for young Japanese players: Once, the stars who made the jump from NPB felt like untouchable heroes who sneaked through a door open only to the elite. Then, slowly but surely, their success started to prop that door open and show others how to follow them through it.
"The trend of Japanese players wanting to come play across the ocean started with the legend Ichiro. Everyone looked up to him. More recently it's Darvish; he played a big role. Then came Ohtani. And I think more and more Japanese players are coming over, and everyone is looking up to them," Senga said through an interpreter. "Because they look up to them, they want to come over here."
In the aftermath of the unforgettable 2023 World Baseball Classic final and in free agency this offseason, Imanaga was, the cerebral lefty probably would agree, something of an afterthought.
His two innings of one-run ball and two strikeouts in that game were eclipsed in the collective memory by Ohtani's relief appearance and decisive strikeout of Mike Trout. And his hunt for a new MLB home was overshadowed by that of Ohtani and Yamamoto. Heck, in his earliest days of spring training this year, Imanaga wasn't even the biggest Japanese star on his own team.

Cubs left-hander Shota Imanaga has looked dominant so far this season. (Stephen Brashear/AP) 


That Imanaga, who has yet to allow a run in three MLB starts covering 151/3 innings, could repeatedly slide under the radar of so much Japanese baseball stardom is illustrative of the deluge of talent from the country in recent years.
"There have been a couple international tournaments, and it gets a lot of coverage in Japan. So people over there start seeing and thinking beyond NPB and wondering, 'How will I fare against the rest of the world?' " Imanaga said through an interpreter. "They start seeing that as a goal. There's a kind of mind-set change there."
That shift is permeating more than just the minds of NPB players who might once have felt a leap to MLB was impossible. It also has trickled into the minds of players in Japan's storied high school baseball system, a system so rooted in tradition that change is hard to come by, if not sometimes frowned upon entirely.
But longtime Japanese high school baseball coach Hiroshi Sasaki, who coached both Ohtani and Kikuchi, sees change coming, slowly but surely, to the shape of his players' dreams.
"Back in the day, there were very few players in the U.S. league. It was very rare to see Japanese players in the U.S. But now it's become so common, from Nomo to Matsui to Ohtani. As a result, television coverage has become much more prevalent as well," Sasaki said in a phone interview. "Little kids are seeing U.S. baseball games on TV. They're aware of the names of the teams. It's become much more close to them.
"Back in the day, I think kids in elementary school wanted to become professional baseball players. Now, I think kids in elementary school want to go to the U.S. to become a professional baseball player. It's so much more tangible."

Customers in a Tokyo sports bar watch the Los Angeles Dodgers this year. (Shuji Kajiyama/AP) 


International competition helped, too. Japan had always fared well against the United States in international play. Japan's dismantling of an American all-star team in 1990, for example, seemed to plant the seeds of belief that led Nomo and others to make the jump later that decade. In 2006, Ichiro Suzuki scolded his Japanese teammates for their deference as they watched the United States take batting practice before a WBC matchup in a tournament Japan ultimately won. A decade and a half later, it was Ohtani seizing the WBC moment to urge his Japanese teammates not to admire the Americans, but see them as equals. Japan beat the U.S. in that tournament, too.
Those showings helped spur a mind-set change stateside, too. By the time Samurai Japan beat star-studded Team USA in last year's World Baseball Classic, it was clear to Japanese stars that they could compete with the best the Americans had to offer. And it was long since clear to major league clubs that scouting NPB regularly -- once unthinkable unless one of those can't-miss stars was coming -- was now necessary.
High-level executives such as Brian Cashman and Andrew Friedman flew to Japan to see Yamamoto. Friedman has been there to see Sasaki, too. A.J. Preller, according to one person familiar with his behavior in free agency, followed reliever Yuki Matsui's statistics not from season to season but from day to day. And in the meantime, teams that can afford it are rotating scouts through Japanese stadiums regularly, and it is easier for MLB representatives to watch NPB games and track statistics than ever. Even Driveline, the high-tech U.S.-based data lab that helps pitchers and hitters optimize performance, is starting to establish a presence with NPB teams.
"When you talk to baseball development people ... they will tell you it was just a matter of time. Great baseball players find their way to great baseball teams, and that's what we've seen happen here," said Jim Small, president of the World Baseball Classic. "I don't think it's a surprise. I think it's something that's been coming for quite some time."
Sasaki, Ohtani's high school coach and early mentor, knows better than anyone the benefits that traditional Japanese baseball training -- high-volume drilling of fundamentals, an emphasis on mental toughness, the sense of duty to one's team and to Japanese baseball values -- can have for a young player. So it was a somewhat seismic departure from the norm when he and his family decided this year that his son, Rintaro, would head to Stanford University to play college baseball instead of making himself eligible for the NPB draft.
The reasons, Sasaki explained, were as uncomplicated as they were indicative of the ways in which American norms are becoming more accessible to Japanese players. Japanese college and NPB teams, Sasaki explained, evaluate players mostly on traditional metrics -- batting average, limiting strikeouts, defensive fundamentals.
He worried his son, who was the top-ranked Japanese high school player last year largely because of his power, might find himself docked because of what he does not do well instead of lauded because of what he does. He said, in his experience, MLB evaluators are more willing to overlook shortcomings in one area of a player's game to foster excellence in another. A power hitter like his son, for example, would benefit from a scouting system that would be more intrigued by a high OPS than scared away by a low batting average.
"I wanted him to be looked at for what he can do well," Sasaki said. "For my son, who is really good at one specific portion of the game, we felt the U.S. was the best way to encourage him."

Shohei Ohtani, center left, and Yoshinobu Yamamoto, center right, join their teammates to celebrate Jackie Robinson Day at Dodger Stadium. (Damian Dovarganes/AP) 


The differences in priorities between Japanese and American baseball have also, at times, limited the ability of elite NPB players to see themselves in MLB. NPB traditionally looked for and rewarded well-rounded players who can execute fundamentals, especially hitters who limit strikeouts, and eschewed the boom-or-bust approach so many MLB teams have adopted lately. The same has been true for pitchers: Maximizing velocity has been less important than prioritizing control, and training has focused more on stamina than explosiveness, more on throwing a lot between starts than throwing with purpose -- repetition yields success, full stop.
But as MLB teams began prioritizing power and velocity, some Japanese stars started hunting for the kind of training that could help them get there. Ohtani emerged as a global superstar while embracing some of Driveline's more strength-based approaches. Others started to wonder if maybe they should try that, too.
Frank Minamino, a former Northern Virginia high school player who became Driveline's Pacific Rim emissary, said he found a uniquely positioned disciple in Senga. The right-hander, who worked with Minamino and explored more strength and rest-heavy methods when he was a member of the Fukuoka SoftBank Hawks, was respected enough in NPB to try something new and raise interest among his peers instead of eyebrows.
"Organizationally in Japan, they like to stick to their roots, stay with the ways they have been doing things, so it can be a little tough for players to try new things. But the players themselves are not like that at all. They're eager to learn," Senga said. "Whatever is trending over here, they're eager to learn, and they'll try new things to get better and make their way over here."
Neftali Soto, who played in the majors for the Cincinnati Reds and spent a decade in the minors before signing with NPB's Yokohama DeNA BayStars in 2018, said he already has noticed a difference in the way his Japanese-trained NPB peers are approaching the game.
"One thing I think is changing is the way they are taking care of their bodies now. My first year here, there were a lot of people that did a lot of running, a lot of baseball stuff outside. Now, people are thinking, 'I got to rest; I got to hit the gym more,' " Soto said. "They see Ohtani, who is jacked, throwing 100, hitting 40 bombs, so a lot of the young guys especially are looking at that and working on those things."
The more Japanese players see themselves in MLB, the more they start to build themselves to the specifications MLB prefers. The more MLB sees Japanese stars thriving in its ranks, the more it starts to look for them. The century-old exchange of baseball culture, it seems, has reached a new, and in some cases very, lucrative apex.
On Thursday morning, the Baseball Hall of Fame announced an upcoming exhibit that explores the shared baseball history of the United States and Japan, an addition to the museum's collections that will open next summer. The exhibit was planned to coincide with Ichiro Suzuki's first appearance on the Hall of Fame ballot, which is fitting: When the results of that vote are announced in January, he almost certainly will become the first Japanese player to be elected. It has never seemed so certain that others will follow.
Julia Mio Inuma contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/04/18/japanese-stars-mlb-npb/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Jesse Winker, 'very meticulous in everything he does,' is off to a hot start
Through 17 games, Winker is hitting .364, with a .485 on-base percentage and a .582 slugging percentage.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-04-18

Jesse Winker entered Thursday's games tied for the fifth-highest OPS (1.067) in the majors. (Saul Martinez for The Washington Post) 


LOS ANGELES -- Spend enough time around the Washington Nationals and there's a good chance that you'll notice outfielder Jesse Winker working on his hitting mechanics. He lifts his right leg, raises his hands and repeats the motion -- sometimes without a bat -- as if a puppeteer is pulling his limbs with a string.
Some times he moves quickly. Other times, he works in slow motion. Either way, he'll do it anywhere. In Cincinnati, the city where he became an all-star with the Reds in 2021, Winker practiced in the back right corner of the visitor's clubhouse. This past weekend, before a game in Oakland, Winker stood alone on the warning track with his bat.
"He knows if his hands gets a little bit away from him. He knows if they're a little too close, he knows exactly what distance he wants them from his body," hitting coach Darnell Coles said. "And as he starts to move, he knows exactly the hand position he's looking for ... He's very meticulous in everything he does."
This attention to detail has helped fuel Winker's hot start. Through 17 games, Winker is hitting .364, with a .485 on-base percentage and a .582 slugging percentage, good for the fifth-highest OPS (1.067) in the majors entering Thursday's games.
"I feel good with the work I'm putting in," said Winker, who joined the Nationals this offseason on a minor league deal with an invite to major league spring training.
Winker was dealing with a back injury last season, which limited him to 61 games with the Milwaukee Brewers. He finished the year with a .199 batting average, .320 on base percentage and .247 slugging percentage. He had more strikeouts (51) than hits (33). The Nationals hoped that Winker could return to his past form.
This offseason, shortstop CJ Abrams and Winker formed a bond working out together at the Maven Baseball Lab in Atlanta. And Abrams was thrilled when Washington signed Winker. Abrams said Winker, who seems to have made an effort to take Washington's young hitters under his wing, has been the veteran mentor that he's needed.
"Paying attention to detail," Abrams said about Winker's success. "Every day, he's working and making sure everything is perfect with his swing."
Abrams said he often picks Winker's brain because their swings are similar. Winker and Abrams, who is hitting .295 with a 1.014 OPS, have been two of the bright spots in a Nationals offense that has struggled as a whole.
"Having hit in the same place all winter, I think they share information," Coles said. "They know each other's swing backward and forward. So anytime one gets a little out of sync, they talk to each other."
Winker's attention to detail extends beyond the batter's box. The Nationals also signed Joey Gallo and Eddie Rosario ahead of the season, creating a logjam of left-handed outfielders this spring. The team moved Gallo to first base so that Joey Meneses could be the team's designated hitter and planned to play Winker in left.
That planned seemed flawed. Gallo was a two-time Gold Glove winner. Winker isn't known for his defense -- he's never had a positive outs above average (OAA), which measures a player's range in the field. His career high is 0. His range hasn't been significantly better this season, leading to a -3 OAA thus far. But Winker does already have three outfield assists, third in the major leagues going into Thursday's games.
Winker set the tone on opening weekend, throwing out a runner at home plate in Washington's second game. He sprinted off the field and pumped his fist before high-fiving his teammates at the dugout steps.
Back in Washington the following week, Winker threw out Philadelphia second baseman Bryson Stott at home for an inning-ending double play. He followed that up the next day with a leaping catch at the wall at Nationals Park. And on Sunday in Oakland, he dove for a ball and missed, but recovered to throw out J.J. Bleday.
Winker credited first base coach Gerardo Parra for helping him with his accuracy. The two throw on the field before games. After one throwing session in Cincinnati earlier this year, Parra stopped Winker to have a conversation. Parra stood in front of Winker as he slowly repeated his throwing motion. Parra grabbed Winker's arm and moved it closer to his face.
Parra was reinforcing a mechanical adjustment. Winker, a lefty, has a natural tail to his throws that move like a cutter when his release point is too wide and his elbow drops. But when he releases the ball closer to his head, he has a higher release point and gets the proper backspin he needs to get the ball to the right base on a line.
"I'm just thankful to be able to play baseball," Winker said. "I'm thankful to put on a jersey. ... You can see that there's a bright future ahead here. And there's a lot of guys here that are very talented. And it's just fun to be a part of."
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Wizards' front office is ready to make the most of its first full offseason
Wizards executives Michael Winger and Will Dawkins have a lengthy to-do list, including a search for a head coach.
By Ava Wallace | 2024-04-18

Wizards General Manager Will Dawkins and Monumental Basketball President Michael Winger, shown last year, gave their season-ending news conference Wednesday. The first item on their to-do list is to find a coach. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


The Washington Wizards were drenched in metaphor this week.
Several of the team's principals picked different descriptors to drive home the status of the organization's rebuild. Guard Jordan Poole went with construction -- as in, the Wizards were just "leveling the ground" this season, readying for activity. Monumental Basketball President Michael Winger chose agriculture because, this year, he and General Manager Will Dawkins were "tilling the land." Dawkins opted for gardening when he spoke of putting "positive deposits into the environment" and later sowing seeds.
Perhaps they felt the urge to employ the flowery language because one of the hardest parts of a rebuild, especially after a 15-67 season, is making it sound attractive. But no matter how it was said, the point came across. It could have been a mistake to call the 2023-24 season the first year of Washington's rebuild under new management. Year Zero might have been more appropriate.
When Winger was brought in May 24, he had a general manager to hire, Bradley Beal's leg iron of a contract to deal with and all the customs and quirks of a new organization to feel out. Now, as he heads into his first full offseason, Winger has much of the prep work out of the way and can focus on making big strides that don't have to do with wins and losses.
"We have more time, we have certainly more education, we have more wisdom about who our people are. ... For the better part of the last calendar year, we've been so roster focused, transactionally focused, that despite some of the gains that we made in the environment, we didn't really get to spend a lot of time on the environment," Winger said during an end-of-season news conference Wednesday. "This offseason, we do. I guess that's one of the rewards for having that time in April and May and June."
Winger speaks of environment both literally and figuratively. He noted that the team just redid some of the space in its practice facility -- and, oh yeah, thanks to a $515 million deal with the District, the Wizards get to start dreaming about what renovations to Capital One Arena might look like.
This summer will be the first when Winger and Dawkins have more oversight over players' offseason programs. Even though many players work with individual coaches over the summer, the plan is for the team to be together more often, be that at summer league in Las Vegas or in players' hometowns.
"A lot of our guys plan on being in D.C. this summer," Dawkins said. "... I think you'll see more bonding outside of D.C., but you will see a lot more bodies in the gym in D.C. from May all the way through August."
But the most significant move Winger and Dawkins will make this offseason, and the most important element in establishing the type of culture they want moving forward, is selecting a head coach.
That search officially began Wednesday, Winger said, out of fairness to interim coach Brian Keefe, who took over when Wes Unseld Jr. was reassigned in late January. Winger said he intentionally does not have a process in place or a list of names at the ready, though Dawkins laid out some logical parameters.
He and Winger probably won't be trying to coax veteran coaches to Washington or entering a rat race should well-established coaches end up becoming available. Remember where the Wizards are: The land has just been tilled.
"We'll look around, and we'll definitely be inclusive," Dawkins said. "At the end of the day, I think we're going to find the right person who has the right core characteristics ... and will be able to lead us and move us forward in this current phase that we're in as a basketball club."
The players were more concrete with what they're looking for. During their exit interviews Monday, the team's core players listed similar characteristics when asked what kind of coach the organization needs. The ability to hold players accountable, relatability, high-level communication skills and competitiveness were common answers.
"We need a connector. We need somebody who runs to, or isn't afraid of, conflict, runs to difficult things and is a master communicator and connector, I guess," forward Corey Kispert said. "The NBA is all about managing 15 egos and making sure everybody feels connected and incorporated for the betterment of the team. It's a really difficult thing to be able to do that while also building a great, high-quality team and raising the level of our play."
Turnover happens in every organization every summer, and the new front office is still working with a largely inherited staff, including scouts, assistant coaches, medical team members and other behind-the-scenes employees. Winger said nothing Wednesday about any particular group, but he said "adding to the staff" was another item on his offseason to-do list.
It was more evidence that this offseason, not the last, could be viewed as the true starting point of Washington's rebuild.
Winger said he underestimated, in the beginning, how much more difficult rebuilding the Wizards would be compared with his previous stops. Every team he previously had a hand in building had a natural reset: Oklahoma City was a recently relocated franchise when he and Dawkins were with the Thunder. When he was hired by the Clippers in 2017, Los Angeles was coming off the Lob City era, had made the playoffs each of the previous six seasons and was looking for a refresh.
But the Wizards drifted from "bad and stuck" to "bad but working on it," which, despite the promise of hope, is still a hard sell.
"It doesn't feel yet like the reset of a cycle," Winger said. "... And I sense now just the fan difficulty. They've been extremely supportive, they show up to every game, they're there. ... But [fans] have been starving for longer than the other places I've been, and I am now appreciating how that can feel. And, of course, we have to own that. It's not like we can just ignore it."
That was the biggest of all the things Winger learned about the Wizards this year. Land has been cleared, and seeds have been planted. Now the building begins in earnest.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/04/18/wizards-head-coach-search/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The NFL needs kickoff returners again -- and it could impact the draft
An explosive kickoff returner now has increased value to NFL teams, and that could enhance the draft stock of some prospects.
By Mark Maske | 2024-04-18

Xavier Worthy's record-setting time in the 40-yard dash at the NFL combine could make him an intriguing candidate to be a kickoff returner under the NFL's new rule. (Michael Conroy/AP) 


The new "hybrid" kickoff approved last month will affect how NFL general managers and coaches construct their rosters for the 2024 season. That was evident in free agency. It could be seen again next week during the NFL draft.
Daniel Jeremiah, a draft analyst for NFL Network, said this week he "absolutely" believes the new kickoff rule will influence teams' draft-day decisions.
"I think there's teams and decision-makers that want to be ahead of the curve a little bit and view [kickoffs] as that could be a difference-making play again and something that we haven't seen in terms of how this is set up," Jeremiah said. "I'm fascinated to see it. And I think it's going to help separate a lot of ties between players."
A desire for pre-draft clarity on whether the new kickoff model would be in effect next season may have helped nudge owners toward ratifying the rule at the annual league meeting in Orlando rather than leaving the matter to be resolved at their next meeting in May, according to one of the architects of the format.
"The kickoff returner's value is going to skyrocket because of the amount of times he's going to have his hands on the ball," Dallas Cowboys special teams coordinator John Fassel said just after the rule was ratified. "I think maybe that's one of the reasons people wanted to get this done now, because the draft is coming up and they didn't want it to be tabled until May."
Fassel and fellow special teams coordinators Darren Rizzi of the New Orleans Saints and Richard Hightower of the Chicago Bears played key roles in designing the newly approved model, which is similar to the kickoff alignment once used by the XFL. It is intended to restore the relevance of the kickoff while also making the play safer.
"It brings the value of the returner up," Rizzi said. "It [raises] the value of the core [special teams] players. There's more plays in the game for those players."
The effects on roster construction were immediate. The Pittsburgh Steelers signed Cordarrelle Patterson, the NFL's all-time leader with nine kickoff return touchdowns, to a two-year, $6 million contract on the day the new rule was ratified.
The Baltimore Ravens signed former all-pro returner Deonte Harty this month after losing their two-time Pro Bowl returner, Devin Duvernay, earlier in free agency. The Kansas City Chiefs signed rugby star Louis Rees-Zammit under the NFL's international player pathway program and could give him a chance as a kickoff returner.
"Potentially," Chiefs Coach Andy Reid said during a video news conference this week. "We're just going to see how it goes here. ... They're all out there working on returns, before and during practice. We'll just see what his feel is and where that goes."
The new rule could prompt teams to give kickoff return opportunities to players with big-play capabilities who have not been used extensively as kickoff returners in the past. That could apply to draft prospects as well.
"I was talking to a GM the other day, and he was going through the process of pulling returns on guys from like their freshman year -- the stuff that we used to do a lot of in scouting that you really haven't had to do over the last few years as the return game has kind of diminished," Jeremiah said. "But now they're like: 'Okay, well, we're close on these two corners. Well, this one actually was a kickoff returner two or three years ago.' They're going back and watching all those returns because now that has a little bonus to it, a little added value."
Texas wide receiver Xavier Worthy excelled as a punt returner in college but did not return kickoffs regularly. Even so, he could be used as a kickoff returner in the NFL after running the fastest 40-yard dash -- 4.21 seconds -- in scouting combine history.
South Carolina wide receiver Xavier Legette, Penn State cornerback Daequan Hardy, Mississippi State wide receiver Lideatrick Griffin, Texas running back Keilan Robinson, Kansas safety Kenny Logan Jr. and Virginia wide receiver Malik Washington are among the players whose draft value could be enhanced by their potential as big-play threats on kickoff returns.
The new format will have the kicker lining up alone on his team's half of the field. The other 10 players on the kicking team will line up far down the field, five yards from blockers on the receiving team. That is designed to make the play safer by eliminating the long sprints down the field by prospective tacklers on the kicking team that led to such violent collisions.
The new model also is designed to increase the portion of kickoffs that are returned to an estimated 55 to 60 percent. That could create more than 1,000 additional "live" plays per season, the designers of the rule said, after the return rate dipped to about 22 percent last season with a temporary rule in effect that allowed the receiving team to get the ball at the 25-yard line on any fair catch of a kickoff made inside the 25-yard line.
"This is going to be must-see TV because it's going to be brand new to everybody," Rizzi said. "Whether you like it or don't like it, you're going to watch it. ... You're going to want to watch [the top returners] touch the ball. We feel we've made this play extremely relevant and, more importantly, we've made it a lot safer."
The roster construction decisions that teams must make before the season will go beyond placing additional emphasis on having a dynamic kickoff returner. The new kickoff is designed to resemble a play from scrimmage once the ball is caught. Coaches will have to decide what types of players they'll want on the field as blockers and potential tacklers.
"Some teams may choose to go a little bit bigger," Rizzi said. "Some teams may choose to go a little bit faster. I think that will be one of the exciting parts of the play, to kind of see how teams play it out. ... We do know that roster configuration is going to be a big part of this because it makes those players -- your returners, your kickers, your core players -- more valuable."
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Why is a Formula One car rolling through D.C.?
Former Formula One standout David Coulthard will drive Red Bull's RB7 car down Pennsylvania Avenue on Saturday. Here's how to watch.
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-04-18

(Chris Tedesco/Red Bull Content Pool) 


A Red Bull Formula One car will speed and spin along Pennsylvania Avenue on Saturday as part of the team's Red Bull Showrun DC event. The showcase is part of a larger promotional effort by Red Bull, which hosts similar events in cities around the world.
Red Bull will open its fan zone at Constitution and Pennsylvania avenues at 1:30 p.m. Saturday. The showrun will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. and includes performances by street freestyle motorcyclist Aaron Colton and Scott Speed, a former Formula One and rally car driver.
The team will host a fan festival from 2 to 7 p.m. Friday at Union Market. It includes racing simulators, a pit-stop challenge and a question-and-answer session with Red Bull Racing team members.
The Red Bull Showrun will be held along Pennsylvania Avenue between Third and Seventh streets, stretching from the Federal Trade Commission building to the National Gallery of Art's East Building in front of the Capitol.
The event map can be found here. Road closures will begin Friday, and affected cross streets will reopen Monday, according to Red Bull.
Americans With Disabilities Act viewing areas will be located on the north side of the track, just east of John Marshall Park.
No. Red Bull hosts "showruns" in various cities to promote its brand and the sport.
The company tries "to go to places which don't have an F1 touchpoint, somewhere which doesn't have a race or a market where it's much harder to actually go [to] a race or get tickets," Oscar Cooper, the team's senior relations and event manager, told motorsports magazine Racer in October. "We have around 20 events a year where we're taking an F1 car to places where people might have never seen [one] in real life or even heard one, and it's great for the sport because it's engaging people with what F1 is and what it's about, and also for us as well."
Unfortunately for Verstappen fans, the reigning F1 champion will be in Shanghai for Sunday's Chinese Grand Prix, as will the 2024 iteration of his Red Bull car, the RB20. Instead, former Formula One driver David Coulthard will drive the RB7.
Coulthard raced in F1 for 15 seasons and spent his last five with Red Bull. He was a runner-up for the 2001 driver's title while racing for McLaren Mercedes.
Former Red Bull star Sebastian Vettel piloted the RB7 to the Formula One title in 2011. While the car no longer competes on F1 circuits, Red Bull has since used it as a key feature of its showruns.
The Red Bull Showrun is free and open to the public. Food and beverage vendors will be situated along Pennsylvania Ave.
The RB7 has a V-8 engine that produces loud noise. As such, Red Bull recommends spectators bring protection for their ears.
Red Bull brought its showrun to Chicago in September and to Nashville the following month. At the latter, RB Formula One Team driver Daniel Ricciardo charged through blockaded downtown streets, drifting and doing doughnuts.
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How former Olympics star Jordyn Wieber put Arkansas gymnastics on the map
As a teen, Wieber endured abuse and toxicity to win gold at the 2012 Olympics. Now she's the beloved coach of an Arkansas team fighting for national relevance.
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-04-18

Olympic gold medalist Jordyn Wieber coaches Arkansas' gymnastics team. (Arkansas athletics) 


One day five years ago, Hunter Yurachek, the athletic director at the University of Arkansas, agreed to meet with a young gymnastics coach about the head coach opening at his school.
The candidate, a volunteer assistant for UCLA, was just 23, barely older than the gymnasts she coached. She was in Norman, Okla., for a competition against the Sooners but had stayed an extra night, hoping to drive to Fayetteville to meet with Yurachek. He obliged, in part as a favor to UCLA's head coach and in part because of the young coach's name and resume: Jordyn Wieber, Olympian.
Wieber had won the world all-around title in 2011 and then an Olympic gold medal at the 2012 London Games. She had never led a team but had spent months crafting a plan -- for recruiting, a budget and everything she dreamed her program could be. Yurachek thought the coffee-shop meeting would last an hour; he left three hours later, wondering if he had found his new gymnastics coach.
Even after Wieber impressed in formal interviews, Yurachek didn't know if he could offer the job to someone so young. When he expressed that hesitation to UCLA's then-coach, Valorie Kondos Field, she told him, "If you don't hire her, somebody else will, and she will kick your a--."
So Yurachek made the unorthodox hire, a gamble he said he probably couldn't take in football or men's basketball. Five years later, Arkansas is having one of its best seasons ever.
After finishing the regular season in 12th place nationally, the Razorbacks upset Kentucky to become one of eight teams to advance to Thursday's NCAA semifinals, guaranteed to have at least the third-best finish in school history. As women's college gymnastics booms nationwide, attendance at Razorbacks home meets has doubled to about 7,000 per meet, with some competitions held at Bud Walton Arena, the school's basketball venue. After a renovation, the arena will soon be the full-time home venue for Wieber's program.
During a retreat in August, sophomore Lauren Williams said the team set a vague but ambitious goal for the season: "We wanted to be 'the team that did that,' " whatever achievements "that" ended up being.
Now the Razorbacks are: the first team to reach the NCAA semifinals under Wieber and the first at Arkansas to eclipse a team score of 198, a benchmark that only the best programs can reach. The top four scores in Arkansas history have come this season.
"To know we're one of the top eight schools in NCAA gymnastics, that's a really big deal," Williams said. "That's where you want to end up. We're there."

Wieber helped UCLA's floor team to a No. 1 ranking -- and helped the Bruins develop a reputation for competing with joy. (Maddie Meyer/Getty Images)


A teenager when she burst onto the world's stage, Wieber faced a choice today's athletes don't: Compete in college or capitalize on your fame. She chose the latter, appearing in commercials, speaking at events and traveling the country on a post-Olympics tour.
Still, she desperately wanted to be part of a team, so she enrolled at UCLA. The only position Kondos Field could offer was team manager. So the Olympic champion spent three years helping the Bruins through tasks such as picking up meals, setting up equipment and vacuuming chalk from the bars area.
She became an assistant during her senior year. She didn't have aspirations of becoming a head coach, she said; she had spent her childhood in a gym and didn't want to spend her adulthood there, too. But as an assistant, Wieber realized how much of college coaching is about managing people and personalities, strategizing about marketing and embracing all of the other CEO-like responsibilities.
She also could coach, commanding respect and earning trust even as a 21-year-old. Kondos Field said she pulled from her experiences -- positive and negative. Wieber is a survivor of Larry Nassar's sexual abuse, and her longtime club coach John Geddert, a friend of the former national team doctor, was accused of enabling Nassar's crimes and abusing gymnasts himself. Geddert died by suicide in 2021 as he faced criminal charges.

Wieber, center, testifies about athlete abuse alongside speedskater Bridie Farrell, right, and gymnast Jamie Dantzscher, left. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


At UCLA, Wieber joined a program that she says was rooted in joy.
"She's lived how a coach can empower you to be more than you ever thought you could be," Kondos Field said. "And she's lived when a coach tears your dreams down and stifles you."
Wieber led UCLA's floor team to No. 1 rankings in 2018 and 2019. And before UCLA's gymnasts competed, Kondos Field noticed how they would look to Wieber for comfort and guidance.
"She is such a powerful person, in terms of how she carries herself," said Felicia Hano, who was a gymnast at UCLA while Wieber coached there, then worked as an assistant at Arkansas in 2021 and 2022. "It can be pretty nerve-racking. She definitely makes you feel empowered when you're about to step out onto the floor."

Wieber starred at the 2012 London Games, winning gold. (Toni L. Sandys/THE WASHINGTON POST)


When Wieber met with Yurachek in the coffee shop, she admitted she didn't know exactly how to be a head coach. But she never let insecurity keep her from asking questions, and Yurachek noticed how she sought the opinions of others -- and still does -- when approaching big decisions.
Wieber knew her name would generate buzz at Arkansas, but that alone doesn't sustain interest year after year. Leaning on her experience at UCLA, Wieber worked on perfecting all aspects of home meets that turn the event into a show, including athlete introductions, lighting and the layout of the equipment.
"All the little things matter to me," said Wieber, now 28.
Her name matters, too, especially in recruiting. Williams grew up 25 minutes from the Arkansas campus, but she initially wanted to go farther from home for college. That changed when the Razorbacks hired Wieber, whose image once hung above Williams's childhood bed.
Arkansas commit Joscelyn Roberson, a member of last year's U.S. world championships team, said Wieber is one of her favorite gymnasts. Arkansas' 2025 recruiting class is considered one of the best in the country.
Wieber loves how multifaceted her job is -- she has everyone do an Enneagram test so they understand one another's personalities -- but her favorite time of day is still practice. Her gymnasts describe her as technical and detail-focused. She cares that Maddie Jones's feet are side by side, rather than slightly crossed, as she twists through the air; she cares where gymnasts' eyes are focused as they work through their floor routines.

Wieber has Arkansas in the final weekend of NCAA competition. (Arkansas athletics) 


Jones, a junior, initially committed to Rutgers and had a scholarship offer. But she had attended a summer camp at Arkansas and decided to walk on there instead. Since arriving on campus, Jones learned a new skill on floor and changed her beam dismount to one she had never mastered. Now she's in the lineup on three apparatuses.
Wieber wants her program to combine grittiness and joy. Each year, she has felt as though she has been "chipping away at different pieces of our culture." With its performance this season, the team kept setting school records on the way to the key breakthrough at the NCAA regionals.
Heading into the final event -- floor, Arkansas' best apparatus and Wieber's specialty as a coach -- the Razorbacks held a 0.15-point lead over Kentucky for second place, the finish needed to advance. Wieber said she "very secretly" watched the scoreboard and knew the Razorbacks were holding on to the edge as the rotation progressed.
By the time Williams competed as the fifth of six gymnasts, she needed only to avoid a major error. After delivering a solid routine, she leaped into Wieber's arms. Williams didn't know the precise score she needed, but she could tell from her coach's tone that she had done enough. With the NCAA semifinal berth clinched, the celebration began.
"It wasn't just a few tears," Williams said. "We were ugly crying."
That night, Wieber showed rare emotion, with tears welling up in her piercing brown eyes. Her mentor, Kondos Field, sobbed. And her boss, Yurachek, admitted a week later that when it comes to Wieber's capabilities as a collegiate head coach, "The secret's out."
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From the start, Spencer Carbery believed in his Caps. He was right.
"The most important thing is belief," Washington Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin said. "We all believe in each other."
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-04-18

The Washington Capitals have advanced to the Stanley Cup playoffs, where they will meet the New York Rangers in the first round. (Matt Slocum/AP) 


In the bright, optimistic days of early October, Spencer Carbery sat back in his chair and made a proclamation. The rookie head coach of the Washington Capitals was visiting The Washington Post for a preseason roundtable with reporters and editors. He was one week away from coaching his first regular season game, and when he spoke, he didn't couch his statement with any qualifiers or hypotheticals.
With a quiet, assured confidence, he didn't need any.
"I still feel like we have a very competitive team," Carbery said. "I understand what's going on from our roster's age and where we need to go, building for the future and integrating young players, but I still, as the head coach, have a lot of belief in our group. I think we can be threading the needle and also be very, very competitive and be a playoff team. That's what I believe. ... Whatever you want to say about last year, I still think that we're capable of being a playoff team."

"I understand what's going on from our roster's age and where we need to go, building for the future and integrating young players, but I still, as the head coach, have a lot of belief in our group," Spencer Carbery said before the season. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


In the preseason, every team believes it is capable of making the playoffs. Every new coach believes he's positioned to right the wrongs of the previous regime. At the time, Carbery's statement rang more like the bravado, if not naivete, of a young, first-year coach who had little idea how difficult the road ahead would be.
But six months and 10 days after Carbery said those words, his Capitals proved him right. With a win over the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday, Washington secured the second wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference and is back in the Stanley Cup playoffs.
The Capitals, who missed the playoffs last season, have the worst goal differential, minus-37, of any playoff team in the salary cap era. In nine of their last 10 regular season games, and 42 of 82 overall, they scored two or fewer goals. Their power play, which spent so much of the season near the bottom of the league, only improved to 17th -- still in the bottom half.
And yet they're in the playoffs.
"I believed in this group the whole way through," Charlie Lindgren, who emerged as the Capitals' No. 1 goaltender and sometimes single-handedly kept them afloat, said Tuesday. "Obviously, there were times where maybe it looked like it was maybe going to be a little bit of a stretch, but certainly there was no give-up at all in this group. It says a lot about the guys in the locker room. All the credit goes to them."

Charlie Lindgren emerged as the Capitals' No. 1 goalie this season. (Matt Slocum/AP) 


In early October, Carbery was banking on having Nicklas Backstrom and Evgeny Kuznetsov as his top two centers, providing a veteran, Stanley Cup-winning foundation for their new coach. Backstrom made it just eight games before stepping away in early November. Things didn't go as planned with Kuznetsov, either, with a benching in December, a stint in the NHL's player assistance program in February and a trade to the Carolina Hurricanes in March.
Washington also traded winger Anthony Mantha, who scored 20 goals in 56 games, and defenseman Joel Edmundson ahead of the deadline. It could have been a moment in which the Capitals decided to pack it in and focus on next season. Instead, it proved to be a turning point.
"There's so many different moments where this team has shown its true character throughout this year of finding different ways to win," Carbery said after Monday's shutout of the Boston Bruins. "And, as well, when our backs were against the wall and our season was on the brink in multiple situations -- post-deadline, we move some guys out. Easy for our group to say: 'You know what? It's been a great run. We're not going for it this year, so we'll just ride off into the sunset.'
"It wasn't even close to that. Our guys are like, 'We're going to find a way.' "
That sentiment became something of a mantra for Washington as the season went along and it became clear that these Capitals were not going to be the run-and-gun, score-at-will version of years past. They had to win games the hard way -- grinding out one-goal victories and battling for every inch of ice, on every shift, every night.
That was true of their first victory of the season, a 3-2 shootout win over the Calgary Flames on Oct. 16, and it was true of their last win of the season, which needed an empty-net game-winner from T.J. Oshie to seal the deal, and of so many of the 38 wins in between.

T.J. Oshie celebrates his third-period goal Tuesday night. (Matt Slocum/AP) 


But as the Capitals beat the odds and won three games in four nights to close the regular season and secure a spot in the playoffs, their almost-defiant attitude harked back to Carbery's first mantra for his group: something to prove.
"This is the first time in a long, long time where the narrative in the hockey world has a lot of doubt in this group," Carbery said in October. "If you read any article, not one is saying, 'Watch out for the Washington Capitals -- this is a playoff team.' "
The Capitals rallied around the idea of proving those doubters wrong, regardless of how long their odds of doing so seemed.
"It's a situation when nobody thought we were going to be in," captain Alex Ovechkin, who scored his 31st goal of the season and the 853rd of his career Tuesday, said as he reflected on what his team had accomplished. "But we win. ... We battled through lots of difficult moments, injuries, trades, and we still believe. The most important thing is belief. We all believe in each other."
Just as Carbery believed in his group, all the way back in the beginning.
Game 1 of the Capitals-Rangers series will begin at 3 p.m. Sunday at Madison Square Garden, the NHL announced Wednesday. The game will air locally on Monumental Sports Network and nationally on ESPN. The rest of the series schedule will be announced later.
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The never-say-die Caps are still alive after an 'unreal' accomplishment
For a very different version of the Washington Capitals, this remarkable season is already a success. Now, the real fun begins.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-04-17

T.J. Oshie and the Washington Capitals celebrate the goal that put them into the playoffs. (Bruce Bennett/Getty Images) 


PHILADELPHIA -- So much of the joy in sports is based on the expectations that precede a celebration, on the circumstances in which an accomplishment is achieved. So here were the Washington Capitals -- not those old Stanley Cup-contending Washington Capitals but a different version with a new reality -- gathered in a grinning group on the ice at Wells Fargo Center. They vigorously patted each other on the heads, gloves knocking helmets around. And then, with a playoff berth locked up, they bounced as one, a circle of glee following a season of unspeakable grind.
With a bite-your-nails-to-their-nubs 2-1 victory over the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday night, the Capitals returned to the NHL postseason, nabbing the final wild-card berth in the Eastern Conference, essentially winning Game 7 of Round 0. In doing so, they earned a date with the behemoth New York Rangers. Exhale because the spot was earned and the ride was worth it. Now, buckle up again.
But enjoy this much: A team that dealt with underperformance and injury, that banished Stanley Cup hero Evgeny Kuznetsov and got better because of it, that still sold at the trade deadline because the immediate future seemed bleak -- that group sneaked in. No, sorry. That group won its last three games in four days to barge in when no other result would have worked.
"Unreal," said Alex Ovechkin, whose first-period goal was the 31st of his season, the 853rd of his career and, given the way the Caps have been scoring lately, felt something like a miracle.
"We fight through lots of stuff that happen at [the] deadline, injuries, Kuzy," he continued. "But I think the belief inside the locker room was tremendous. We enjoyed that process. It's special. That's why we play hockey."
And that's why we watch.
Put the achievement aside for a moment. The wackiness in how it came about can scarcely be overstated. With two points Tuesday -- in regulation or overtime -- the Capitals would clinch the final spot. But to stay alive, the Flyers needed a regulation win -- and help in the form of Montreal beating Detroit.
That meant that a tie late in the game -- and the possibility of overtime, in which the Caps would earn their 90th point, eliminating Philadelphia -- essentially put the Flyers in a deficit.
So for Philadelphia Coach John Tortorella, pulling goalie Samuel Ersson would come earlier than normal -- with more than three minutes remaining and the score tied. Except at almost that exact same moment nearly 400 miles away, Detroit scored with five seconds left to force overtime in Montreal. The Red Wings had their point. The Flyers were eliminated. Ersson vacated the net anyway -- and Caps vet T.J. Oshie, playing with a chronically messed-up back, deposited the game-winner into the empty net.
How fitting -- how crazily fitting -- for this group.
"Almost every game was Game 7 for us," Ovechkin said. "Sometimes didn't get points and we're still in a battle, and then it was a crazy situation till tonight."
"I got info on the Detroit game right after they scored their empty-netter," Tortorella said. "I think it happened pretty close together."
Insanely close together -- and for Washington, insanely fortunate. Because this team -- which scored two or fewer goals in 42 of 82 games this year, fourth most in the NHL -- didn't seem capable of forcing another one through if the game stayed five-on-five. That struggle to score contributed to the Caps' minus-37 goal differential, the worst of any playoff team this century.
They are limited, sure. And yet there's so much joy.
"You could see the faces in that room, whether you're John Carlson or you're Hendrix Lapierre, Connor McMichael, 'O,' they all have different things," said first-year coach Spencer Carbery, who has been nothing but impressive in methodology and messaging. "They're all at different stages of their careers and their lives. But you could tell no matter what your situation, whether you're playing in your first year, like a lot of our guys, or you're playing in your 17th season, this group -- you could tell how bad they wanted to find ways to win every night."
It's so striking what skin-of-the-teeth qualification means to this roster when cast against how those old juggernaut Capitals teams barreled into the playoffs. In the Cup year of 2018, the most notable aspect of the Caps' celebration after their first-round victory over Columbus was how subdued it felt. That was a business trip. The second round was expected. What was important was on the horizon, beyond.
These Caps aren't those Caps. And that's okay.
"The momentum is on our side," Oshie said. "I think there's a lot of players in this room that maybe haven't been deep in the playoffs or haven't even played in the playoffs that are starting to learn the dedication and the focus and the intensity and the selflessness that it takes to play playoff hockey."
That's because they have been playing that style for more than a month.
Before the season, the keys to the Capitals being the best version of themselves figured to be a return to form for Kuznetsov, the talented but maddening center who was arguably Washington's best player during the run to the Cup. They included a return to health for franchise linchpin Nicklas Backstrom, who had to come back from hip resurfacing surgery.
And they probably included a stellar year from goaltender Darcy Kuemper, signed a season earlier to a five-year, $26.25 million contract to bring stability to a position where Washington had enjoyed little.
The results: Kuznetsov was the worst version of himself, dragging the team down, managing just 17 points in 43 games. He was placed on waivers, then traded. Backstrom's physical limitations quickly became too much. He stepped away from the game in November with just one point in eight games. And Kuemper was eventually replaced in net by stellar backup Charlie Lindgren, who started 14 of the Caps' final 15 games and was deemed by Carbery "arguably our MVP."

Goalie Charlie Lindgren (79) celebrates with Martin Fehervary (42) and John Carlson (74) after the Capitals finished off a 2-1 win over the Flyers. (Matt Slocum/AP) 


So the group that gathered in the fall with hopes of returning to the playoffs isn't the group that ultimately landed there. The lineup Tuesday night included defenseman Dylan McIlrath, days from his 32nd birthday but playing just his 75th NHL game, the captain of the Caps' top minor league franchise. Darned if he didn't assist on Ovechkin's goal. It included 21-year-old Vincent Iorio, a 2021 draft pick playing his ninth NHL game. This is a hybrid roster for a franchise in transition, the old core winding down and a new core just forming -- maybe.
This group made it?
"It's unbelievable just because the journey, it hasn't been easy," Lindgren said. "... It's such a privilege to play for these guys."
They will be underdogs, and heavy underdogs, against the Presidents' Trophy-winning Rangers. The kids on this team won't remember the burden New York has to bear, but maybe some old heads will. The 2010 Capitals won that very same trophy issued to the team with the best record in the NHL. They lost in the first round to eighth-seeded Montreal. The 2016 and '17 versions of the Caps earned Presidents' Trophy status and couldn't make it out of the second round.
The point: Nothing is guaranteed. Washington's lineup isn't what it once was or even what it was expected to be this season. But the kids who might well be part of a future core -- McMichael, Lapierre, Beck Malenstyn, Aliaksei Protas and others -- get this chance following a season in which so much went wrong.
"Just to where we've gotten is very, very valuable for development," Carbery said. "But now, you want to make good on it. Now, we don't want to just [say], 'Okay, great.' We want to play well. ... And everybody's going to say, 'We've got no business being here, and the goal differential, blah, blah, blah.' That's going to be the narrative. And that's fine. It's warranted. It's a fact. [But] I know this group isn't just going to be content showing up in the Stanley Cup playoffs."
When the horn sounded Tuesday night, Carlson -- a veteran of 1,009 NHL games, all in a Caps sweater -- pumped his fist and wailed, then headed to Lindgren for an emphatic embrace. The standard isn't what the standard was. But for these Capitals, this season was a success. Now, the real fun begins.
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Jake Irvin delivers as Nationals beat Dodgers again to close road trip
Jake Irvin struck out six over six scoreless innings as the Nationals prevailed, 2-0, for a series win at Dodger Stadium.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-04-18

Jake Irvin struck out six in six scoreless innings as the Nationals took down the Dodgers. (Ronald Martinez/Getty Images)


LOS ANGELES -- It was only fitting that Jake Irvin's start Wednesday afternoon at Dodger Stadium ended the way it did: with a high fastball in on the hands of Los Angeles catcher Will Smith.
It was the sixth pitch of the at-bat. The Washington Nationals right-hander had thrown five four-seamers in a row. For his sixth pitch, he didn't deviate from the plan: He fired a fastball by Smith, notching his sixth strikeout in the Nationals' 2-0 victory, which sealed a series win against one of the best teams in the majors.
Irvin allowed four hits and one walk as he benefited from strong defense behind him, especially from second baseman Luis Garcia Jr.
"They're really good hitters and a really good lineup," said Irvin, who has a 3.13 ERA after four starts. "But at the end of the day, they got to put the ball in play. The thought was just go into attack mode, don't give them anything free, and make them earn it."
Irvin didn't miss many bats as a rookie last season -- his whiff percentage was 17.8, which he has raised to 21.6 this year. (The major league average is 24.8 percent.) He was at 28.2 percent Wednesday, and with his fastball, he got nine whiffs on 24 swings (37.5 percent).
"He was using his fastball both in and out, attacking the zone," Manager Dave Martinez said. "When he needed to throw a breaking ball, he did, but his fastball was electric."
The Nationals (8-10) trekked to Los Angeles following an underwhelming three-game set at Oakland that could have ended with a series win or even a sweep. Instead, they won just once. But they rebounded with two wins in three games against the Dodgers (12-9), and Irvin was a major reason for that.
He could have gone beyond the sixth inning, too, but Martinez opted to pull him after 73 pitches. Irvin had cruised through the Dodgers' lineup with relative ease, allowing just five base runners. And he had thrown just 74 pitches in a six-inning, one-hit outing against the Athletics on Friday.
But there was a clear argument against sending Irvin out for the seventh Wednesday: He struggled last season against left-handed batters. In the sixth, lefties Shohei Ohtani and Freddie Freeman hit balls with exit velocities of 106.7 and 99.6 mph -- for a single and a double play -- before Smith struck out. Set to lead off the seventh for the Dodgers: Max Muncy, who feasts against righties.
"We had a conversation after the sixth inning. I really felt like he let it air out there that last inning," Martinez said. "... We decided to go with the bullpen, but I can't say enough about what he's done so far."

Luis Garcia Jr., Eddie Rosario, Lane Thomas and the rest of the Nationals went 5-4 on their California road trip. (Ryan Sun/AP)


Robert Garcia, Hunter Harvey and Kyle Finnegan handled the final three innings without incident, and the Nationals returned home with a 5-4 record on their California road trip.
"[Irvin] pitched his butt off today," Harvey said. "... Any time a starter can give you six scoreless, it's always a good day."
The Nationals, who managed just one first-inning run in their first 17 games, drove in two in the first against the Dodgers' Landon Knack, a righty making his major league debut. CJ Abrams greeted him with a home run on the game's second pitch, and Joey Meneses tacked on another run with a sacrifice fly.
The Dodgers had opportunities to level the score. They had two runners on in the first, but Irvin struck out Muncy with a fastball. In the second, he allowed a double to James Outman, who was at third base with two outs. He struck out Gavin Lux with another fastball. He stranded another runner on third in the fourth inning.
The Nationals have several young starters who they hope will take the next step this season. Josiah Gray (strained right flexor muscle) and Cade Cavalli (Tommy John surgery) are recuperating; the Nationals hope they'll be back soon. So far, Gore has looked the part.
But so has Irvin. Last season, he made the most of his opportunity while filling in for the injured Chad Kuhl. Irvin thrived early, then struggled. The Nationals could have sent him back down, but they stuck with him -- and he was their best pitcher in the season's second half. This year, he seems to be building confidence with each start.
"He's been unbelievable -- he really has," Martinez said. "He's been outstanding, actually. He just keeps getting better and better. The confidence keeps growing."
Note: Lefty Mitchell Parker, who beat the Dodgers in his MLB debut Monday, is slated to start Sunday against visiting Houston. Gore and Trevor Williams are set to start the first two games of the series. Martinez said Parker will be on a start-by-start basis as the Nationals await word on Gray's condition.

CJ Abrams opened Wednesday's win with a solo shot. (Ronald Martinez/Getty Images)
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USA Basketball emphasizes defense, experience on roster for Paris Olympics
LeBron James, Stephen Curry and Kevin Durant are among the NBA superstars who will represent the United States at the Olympics this summer.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-04-17

LeBron James will headline another U.S. Olympic men's basketball team at the Paris Games this summer. (Brandon Dill/AP)


USA Basketball's latest "Dream Team" is loaded with star power, experience and a renewed emphasis on size and defense.
With this summer's Paris Olympics fast approaching, USA Basketball Managing Director Grant Hill announced Wednesday the program's 12-player roster for the Games: LeBron James, Stephen Curry, Kevin Durant, Anthony Davis, Jayson Tatum, Bam Adebayo, Devin Booker, Jrue Holiday, Anthony Edwards, Tyrese Haliburton, Joel Embiid and Kawhi Leonard.
"We have a very exciting, very talented and very experienced roster," Hill said. "We're just grateful we had so many who were willing to be a part of this. We had a great pool of candidates. It was not easy by any stretch of the imagination. We're beyond thrilled we've assembled this roster of 12. We look forward to the journey and the task at hand, with the goal of bringing gold back from the Olympics."
The roster includes plenty of past gold medalists and no major surprises. James, Durant and Curry in October telegraphed their interest in playing together, and Hill selected just two newcomers: Embiid, who opted to play for the United States rather than France or his native Cameroon, and Leonard, a two-time NBA Finals MVP who has managed recurring offseason health concerns during his prime.
USA Basketball drew heavily from its Tokyo Olympics team, which won gold in 2021, and its most recent FIBA World Cup team, which finished fourth in September. Durant, Tatum, Adebayo, Booker and Holiday played in Tokyo; Edwards and Haliburton emerged as standouts during the World Cup run. James will compete for USA Basketball for the first time since winning his second Olympic gold medal in 2012, and Curry, a two-time gold medalist at the FIBA world championships, will pursue his first Olympic gold.
For Hill, who succeeded Jerry Colangelo as managing director following the Tokyo Olympics, the program's disappointing World Cup showing was proof he needed a bigger and more physical team to match up more effectively with top international competition. The U.S. men will face Serbia, which could be led by Denver Nuggets star Nikola Jokic, in the competition's opening game.
"The FIBA game is a different game than the NBA game," Hill said. "You want players whose games translate on that stage. Defense, experience, a collective understanding of how to win -- it's a puzzle. You want talented individuals, and you want players who can blend, fit and play certain roles you need. Defense was certainly a priority. Having guys who are capable of locking down, guarding multiple sets within a possession, an emotional maturity, and then just blending personalities. Rebounding is something we struggled with [in the World Cup]."
Davis and Embiid, who is coming off February knee surgery, give the team a much longer and more imposing front line than it sported at the World Cup. Holiday and Leonard, who missed the final eight games of the regular season with knee soreness, should provide stout perimeter defense to complement a deep collection of scorers.
If Embiid, Leonard or another player is unable to play because of health concerns, Hill said the team has a "contingency plan at every position" that he declined to reveal. The program chose to announce its 12-man roster before the NBA playoffs so that the decisions weren't hanging over the players and the group could begin an extended team-building process in the run-up to Paris.
The 12-man team was selected from a pool of 41 candidates announced in January. Jimmy Butler, Paul George, James Harden, Damian Lillard, Donovan Mitchell and Chris Paul were among the notable candidates who did not make the final cut. Also not selected: Draymond Green (who was not included in the initial player pool) and Kyrie Irving, both of whom have dealt with major suspensions in recent years.
Paolo Banchero, Chet Holmgren and Jaren Jackson Jr. led the list of rising stars who were squeezed off the veteran-dominated team. Ja Morant, who is rehabilitating a season-ending shoulder injury, and Zion Williamson weren't included in the initial player pool.
"Sometimes you can have a collection of the best, but it's most important to have the best fit," Hill said. "We were very thoughtful and intentional about that."
The Golden State Warriors' Steve Kerr will coach the Americans in Paris after guiding the World Cup team last summer. Kerr has indicated he will step down from that role after the Olympics. His staff in Paris will include Miami Heat Coach Erik Spoelstra, Los Angeles Clippers Coach Tyronn Lue and Gonzaga Coach Mark Few. The Americans won Olympic gold under Mike Krzyzewski in 2008, 2012 and 2016 and under Gregg Popovich in 2021.
The United States is one of eight teams that have qualified for the Olympic tournament's 12-team field, and the Americans should enter as heavy favorites. Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Japan, Serbia and South Sudan also have secured spots in Paris. The United States will be joined by Serbia, South Sudan and a to-be-determined qualifier in Group C of the tournament's opening round.
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NBA bans Jontay Porter for violating gambling policy, betting on games
An NBA investigation found Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter disclosed confidential information to bettors, limited his participation in games for betting purposes and wagered on games.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-04-17

Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter was banned by the NBA after an investigation found he disclosed confidential information to sports bettors and wagered on NBA games. (David Zalubowski/AP)


The NBA banned Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter on Wednesday for violating the league's policies on gambling and for betting on games following an investigation of unusual bets placed on his performance.
Porter, 24, was sidelined by the Raptors in March following two instances in which he left games early under unusual circumstances. During the Raptors' Jan. 26 loss to the Los Angeles Clippers and a March 20 defeat to the Sacramento Kings, Porter played limited minutes before exiting with minor ailments. In both cases, gamblers who wagered that Porter's individual statistics would go under the established betting lines were in position to win their bets.
The NBA's investigation found Porter "[disclosed] confidential information to sports bettors, limit[ed] his own participation in one or more games for betting purposes, and [bet] on NBA games."
Porter revealed private details "about his own health status" to a bettor before the March 20 game, the league said in a statement. Following that revelation, another Porter associate placed an $80,000 bet on Porter to "underperform in the March 20 game" with an online sportsbook in hopes of winning $1.1 million.
Porter logged just three minutes against the Kings before leaving with an illness, finishing with no points, two rebounds and no assists. In light of the "unusual betting activity," the online sportsbook froze the bet and did not pay out the winnings, the league said.
The NBA's investigation also discovered Porter placed "at least 13 bets" through an associate's account during the 2023-24 season, which he spent with the Raptors and their G League affiliate. Porter wagered $54,094 and earned $21,965 in winnings. While he didn't bet on any games in which he played, the NBA said Porter did place three multigame parlay bets that included one Raptors game, in which Porter bet on the Raptors to lose. Porter's bets that included the Raptors were unsuccessful.
"There is nothing more important than protecting the integrity of NBA competition for our fans, our teams and everyone associated with our sport, which is why Jontay Porter's blatant violations of our gaming rules are being met with the most severe punishment," NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said in a statement. "While legal sports betting creates transparency that helps identify suspicious or abnormal activity, this matter also raises important issues about the sufficiency of the regulatory framework currently in place, including the types of bets offered on our games and players. Working closely with all relevant stakeholders across the industry, we will continue to work diligently to safeguard our league and game."
The National Basketball Players Association also issued a statement Wednesday acknowledging Porter's ban.
"Adherence to league gambling policies is paramount to maintaining the integrity of our athletes and protecting the future of the sport," the union said. "The NBPA will make sure Jontay has access to the resources he needs during this time, in light of the NBA's decision. All players, including Jontay, should be afforded appropriate due process and opportunity to answer to any charges brought against them. The NBPA will continue to provide all players with training materials to ensure they understand how to properly navigate the complex sports betting landscape."
The Raptors, who finished the season outside the playoffs with a 25-57 record, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The NBA, which has advocated for the expansion of legalized sports betting and has established business partnerships with gambling companies during Silver's 10-year tenure as commissioner, has avoided a major gambling scandal since referee Tim Donaghy pleaded guilty to federal charges after betting on games he officiated during the 2005-06 and 2006-07 seasons.
League rules prohibit all employees, including players, coaches and referees, from gambling on NBA games. Violators of the policy are subject to fines, suspensions and contract termination. The NBA fined Minnesota Timberwolves center Rudy Gobert $100,000 last month for suggesting the league's referees were influenced by gamblers.
Porter, a University of Missouri product, went undrafted in 2019, played 11 games for the Memphis Grizzlies in 2020-21 and spent multiple seasons in the G League before signing a two-way contact with the Raptors in December. He is the younger brother of Denver Nuggets forward Michael Porter Jr.
Before his ban, Porter was not under contract for next season.
The NBA's investigation became public on the same day Los Angeles Dodgers star Shohei Ohtani denied involvement in a gambling scandal surrounding Ippei Mizuhara, the baseball player's former interpreter. Mizuhara allegedly lost millions placing bets with a bookmaker in California, where sports gambling is illegal, and allegedly stole money from Ohtani to pay his debts.
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As women's golf looks to grow, Nelly Korda is 'kind of our Caitlin Clark'
A white-hot Nelly Korda has everyone else "playing for second place," and she seems ready to elevate her status and her entire sport. 
By Gene Wang | 2024-04-17

Nelly Korda, the world's top-ranked player, will seek a fifth consecutive victory at this week's Chevron Championship. (John Locher/AP) 


Nelly Korda raised four fingers while posing with yet another trophy following her most recent LPGA Tour triumph. Her gesture was a nod to extending her winning streak to one short of the record shared by two of the most decorated figures in women's golf: Hall of Famers Nancy Lopez and Annika Sorenstam.
Now the world's top-ranked player will seek a fifth consecutive victory at this week's Chevron Championship, the first of the circuit's five majors. The stakes this time include a second major title and a $1.2 million first-place check, the largest in the tournament's history. But not lost on Korda -- or LPGA Tour officials and her playing peers -- is the elevated attention she brings at a potential inflection point in the industry thanks to record prize money and growing interest in women's sports.
The Chevron Championship has a total purse of $7.9 million, the richest since the tournament's inception and an increase from $5.2 million in 2023. The U.S. Golf Association announced in February a total purse of $12 million for the U.S. Women's Open, the biggest in women's golf history.
"I think it's happening right now with Nelly," said world No. 2 Lilia Vu, the reigning Chevron champion. "She is bringing so much to the table just win after win, just having everything together. She's done such a good job, so well-liked and loved out here. She brings a big following. She's a great person, so just her -- she's kind of our Caitlin Clark out here."
The former Iowa point guard became the face of women's college basketball over the past two seasons, culminating April 7 when an average of 18.7 million viewers tuned in to watch South Carolina beat the Hawkeyes in the national championship game. The game peaked at 24 million combined viewers on ESPN and ABC; it was the first time the women's final attracted a larger television audience than the men's.
"People love to follow a star, so I think we all know and recognize that," said LPGA Tour Commissioner Mollie Marcoux Samaan, who took over in 2021, the year Korda won her first major at the Women's PGA Championship. "We want to make sure Nelly Korda can reach her peak performance also. It's a lot of pressure on an athlete, but she's handled it extremely well."

Nelly Korda, the top-ranked player in the world, is seeking her fifth straight win at this week's Chevron Championship. (Orlando Ramirez/Getty Images) 


The LPGA Tour is aiming to capitalize on Korda's streak, a run of prosperity unmatched since Lorena Ochoa, a Hall of Famer and former world No. 1, won four straight events in 2008. It has assembled a marketing department for the first time, and much of the work behind the scenes is devoted to shining an even brighter spotlight on Korda's sizzling start.
Korda, 25, is coming off a win two weeks ago at a match play event in Las Vegas, where she dispatched Leona Maguire, 4 and 3, in the final.
The American had taken off nearly two months, missing the entire Asia swing, on the heels of winning the LPGA Drive On Championship, the second tournament of the year, in late January in her hometown of Bradenton, Fla. She came back in late March to win the Seri Pak Championship in suburban Los Angeles and the Ford Championship in Gilbert, Ariz., where she fired a 20-under-par 268. She is first on the money list ($1,224,216), in player of the year points (120) and in U.S. Solheim Cup points (1,843.5), and she could become the first player to win five straight events since Sorenstam accomplished the feat across two seasons in 2004 and 2005.
"For her to win the second event of the year and have eight weeks off and win the next three, I was like, 'Man, I shouldn't have played, all playing for second place,' " said world No. 8 Lydia Ko, who needs one win to secure a spot in the LPGA Hall of Fame. "I think it's great for women's golf, and I think with her playing well, it's inspiring and motivating the rest of us to keep doing what we're working on."
Korda's surge has generated a considerable bump in fan engagement, Marcoux Samaan said. At this time in 2022, overall media consumption for LPGA Tour events was roughly 4 million impressions per week based on metrics compiled by the tour -- which includes television viewing, streaming and social media engagement. Using the same metric, impressions have climbed to more than 11 million over the past few weeks.
There will be other opportunities for Korda to raise the profile of women's golf this year, including at the Summer Olympics in Paris, where she is on track to be a member of Team USA again after winning gold in Tokyo in 2021, and at the Solheim Cup in September at Robert Trent Jones Golf Club in Gainesville.
But it starts at the Chevron, where last year Korda finished one stroke behind the leaders in the tournament's debut at its new home, The Club at Carlton Woods in The Woodlands, Tex.
"I think Nelly does have a responsibility -- and she probably doesn't always want it, just knowing her -- but it's saying yes," U.S. Solheim Cup captain Stacy Lewis said. "Continuing to play great golf, though, is number one. That's what helps our tour the most -- her playing great golf. What I would tell her is to remember that. I would tell her to do as much extra stuff as you can for us."
Among the most popular players on tour since turning professional in 2017, Korda often remains on the course well after her round ends to sign autographs, pose for selfies and interact with the throng of fans waiting for their moment with a player who has more than 826,000 followers on Instagram. She also has boosted communities through philanthropic endeavors. In 2021, Korda's victory at the Meijer LPGA Classic yielded a $25,000 donation benefiting Kids' Food Basket, her chosen charity for youth hunger relief, in Grand Rapids, Mich., the tournament's host city.
"Never any burden when it comes to this," Korda said. "Obviously with the run I've been on, maybe there are more eyeballs on me, but I always am very grateful for this because I know how fast something can be taken away from you. So I hope that people see who I am, my true self, and that inspires them, too."
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Hoping to land a softball scholarship, she's playing high school baseball
Bowie sophomore Jaslyne Ivey, seeking a new challenge in the spring, joined the Bulldogs baseball team last year. 
By Emmett Siegel | 2024-04-18

Jaslyne Ivey joined Bowie's baseball team last season as a freshman. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Jaslyne Ivey had every reason to be nervous as she stepped into the batter's box. It was, after all, her first time seeing live pitching on a baseball field. Everything about that afternoon had felt abnormal -- she was even a bit surprised to see her name on Bowie's lineup card before the Bulldogs' season opener at Laurel.
The ball was smaller than what she was accustomed to, a white dot darting from strange angles. The bat weighed heavy on her shoulder. But, as a pitch arrived, instinct kicked in. Ivey sent a flare over the shortstop's head and strolled to first base as two runs scored. It was the first hit of her freshman season and her high school baseball career.
In the bottom half of the inning, a groundball found her at second base. With ample time to gather herself, she cleanly made the play, throwing to first for the out.
"Word started to spread," Bulldogs Coach Gorman Johnson III said. " 'They got a girl at Bowie, and she's legit.' "
Ivey, now a sophomore, spends plenty of time between the chalk lines of a baseball field, but her true home is the softball diamond, where her ambition is to play at the college level. College coaches aren't allowed to offer her visits or scholarships until August, but she sees them watching as she competes on the club circuit for Glory Softball's 16U national team.
This spring, she has helped Bowie's baseball team -- which is gunning for its first region championship since 2016 -- get off to a hot start as the starting second baseman. The Bulldogs are 9-2, one of the best records in Prince George's County.
Coming into high school, Ivey had a blueprint to follow: Her sister, Taylor, is a sophomore pitcher at Hampton after spending four years playing softball at Bowie. The softball scene in Prince George's County is mostly casual, dominated by the few players and teams that take a strong interest in the game. Ivey had a front-row seat for Taylor's high school career, becoming bored with the monotony of her sister's success.
As she approached her freshman year of high school, Ivey began to question whether her sister's path was right for her. She didn't think playing high school softball at Bowie would expose her to a level of competition worth her while.
Her parents agreed. It was time to find a new challenge.

Ivey, a strong defensive player, starts at second base for the Bulldogs. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Ivey's decision came down to baseball or track, and she doesn't love running. When March 1 came along, she was at baseball tryouts, hoping to make a strong first impression.
"I was very nervous going in," Ivey said. "Talking to the coaches, they pulled me aside. They said, 'Hey, I saw your name, and it sounded like a girl's name.' I showed up with my visor, and they saw what I could do."
Bowie infield coach Willie Hines said Ivey was the best defensive player at the tryout, regardless of position.
"It was kind of mind-blowing and impressive at the same time," he said. "We instantly knew that she needed to be on the team."
Ivey still sports a softball visor and a full-cage batting helmet, but she has the instincts and footwork of an experienced baseball player. She is smooth in the field, so much so that Bowie's coaching staff named her the team's top defensive player at the end of last season.
"It was inspiring to me to see her come out to a sport that's not usually for women," shortstop Taylor Brown said. "When I saw her come out and have the courage to try out -- and make the team -- that inspired me to be better."
There was still a transition period last spring as Ivey became accustomed to the intricacies of baseball. Used to crowding the plate, Ivey was hit by pitches more often than her teammates, and the trip to first base was 30 feet longer than she was used to. Also, a new position on a bigger field means taking different angles to the ball, and throwing a baseball required slightly different mechanics.
"I personally think it's easier," she said.

Ivey has helped the Bulldogs to a strong start in Prince George's County. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Helping guide Ivey was Emma Craig, a catcher and former T-ball teammate who also joined the Bulldogs' baseball team last spring. Craig played softball at Bowie for two seasons but left the program once Taylor Ivey and another college-bound teammate graduated. Craig provides Ivey another girl to talk with and, when necessary, a ride to and from practice. If the rest of Ivey's teammates are a group of older brothers, Craig is her big sister.
"We talk about everything," Ivey said. "I'm really glad that she's here. Just to have someone to talk to -- I don't want to talk to a whole bunch of boys all the time."
But Craig is a senior this year, off to play softball at Livingstone College next season. It's one of a few reasons Ivey has considered a transfer to a private school, where she would have an opportunity to play softball year-round like the rest of her Glory teammates. Johnson believes Ivey could excel further in the private ranks and is trying to help her attain a scholarship to lighten the load of a move.
"I [don't think] we're holding her back," Johnson said. "But I think she would excel a whole lot more at one of those schools."
That decision will be made later. For now, Ivey dons the Bowie baseball uniform with pride. She has embraced the challenges and joys her new sport presents.
"I'm glad I did it. It's been really fun," she said. "Nobody expects to see a girl when they play, so I like showing that I can do it."

Ivey hopes to play softball in college but has embraced her role on the Bowie baseball team. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 
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Blind loyalty won't save Stephen Curry and the Warriors
After Golden State's season ended Tuesday night in the NBA play-in tournament, the Warriors are at a crossroads. Will they choose loyalty or hope?
By Ben Golliver | 2024-04-17

Golden State's season ended Tuesday night with a lopsided loss to the Sacramento Kings in the NBA play-in tournament. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP)


SACRAMENTO -- The Golden State Warriors got blitzed by a bigger, tougher, younger and quicker opponent that outshot and outworked them. Then, to make matters worse, they tried to have it both ways.
If any team has earned the right to be proud and defiant in defeat, it's the Warriors, who have won four NBA championships and reached six Finals since 2015 with Steve Kerr as coach and Stephen Curry, Draymond Green and Klay Thompson as an unbreakable core trio. Predictably, Golden State's key figures chose to cling to each other after a season-ending 118-94 play-in tournament loss to the Sacramento Kings on Tuesday, a humbling blowout that sent the team into an uncertain offseason before the real playoffs even started.
Kerr said he wanted Thompson, who is headed for unrestricted free agency after extension talks failed to produce a deal last summer, to return next season. Green noted Warriors ownership had signed Thompson to a lucrative contract shortly after he suffered a torn ACL during the 2019 Finals, and he said he expected his teammate to be financially taken care of again. Curry, whose opinion counts most of all, made it clear he wasn't ready for the trio to break up after 12 years together.
"I can never see myself not with those two guys," Curry said of Green and Thompson. "I understand this league changes and there's so many things that go into it. We're not going to play forever. We've experienced so much together. At the end of the day, I know they want to win and I want to win. That's all I'm worried about."
Kerr also insisted that Golden State, which won the 2022 title but has now missed the playoffs in three of the past five seasons, can still contend for championships because Curry, Green and Thompson are "all still really damn good players." That was the moment the Warriors started to sound too lost in the memories of their past glory, too detached from a volatile present that ended with an old-fashioned whooping delivered by their kid brothers.
Indeed, the Kings -- who advanced to face the New Orleans Pelicans on Friday night for the No. 8 seed in the Western Conference -- exposed so many flaws in 48 minutes that they forced the Warriors to reckon with their arrival at a crossroads of loyalty or hope: If the Warriors want to keep the band together, they can kiss a fifth championship in this era goodbye.
Curry, who scored 50 points in Game 7 to eliminate the Kings from last year's playoffs, struggled to free himself from Keon Ellis and Sacramento's swarming defense. Green, the best defender of his generation, couldn't hold the middle against the Kings, who got whatever they wanted during a 37-point onslaught in the third quarter. And Thompson, who splashed jumpers with ease for more than a decade, missed all 10 of his shot attempts to finish scoreless. The five-time all-star buried his chin in his chest as he checked out in garbage time, a demoralizing end to a challenging season that saw him benched multiple times.

Klay Thompson went scoreless in 32 minutes Tuesday, missing all 10 of his shot attempts. (Ezra Shaw/Getty Images)


The Warriors' pile of shortcomings was tall: too many turnovers, too many undersized rotation players, too many unclaimed defensive rebounds and too many wide-open three-pointers for the Kings. De'Aaron Fox walked into easy midrange jumpers, Keegan Murray feasted on Golden State's weak perimeter defense, and Domantas Sabonis got revenge for Green stomping on his chest in last year's playoffs.
Sacramento's fans, so accustomed to being rolled by their Northern California rivals, shook their cowbells with glee as the margin kept growing in the fourth quarter. Green had shouted profanities and flipped off the Golden 1 Center crowd during last year's heated moments; this time, he blew kisses to a pair of hecklers and offered congratulatory hugs to the Kings' players and coaches.
Green was beaten soundly, yet he still argued Golden State could have avoided the play-in tournament if it had taken better care of big leads during the regular season. Left unsaid: The Warriors also would have been in better position if Green hadn't been suspended multiple times this season for violent acts toward opponents. Of course, there was another significant hurdle -- the death of assistant coach Dejan Milojevic at a team dinner in January -- that was beyond anyone's control.
But this Warriors season will be remembered for how far they were from contention, not by perceived near misses. Golden State lived "woulda, coulda, shoulda" campaigns when it blew a 3-1 lead in the 2016 Finals and lost Kevin Durant and Thompson to major injuries during the 2019 Finals. This year was April embarrassment, not June gloom.
"It's raw right now," Curry said. "Just sitting here, figuring out if I want to watch the playoffs or not. On April 16, this is unfamiliar territory."

Stephen Curry couldn't lift the Warriors past the Kings the way he did in a first-round playoff series last year. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP)


Kerr juggled his lineups all season, searching for possible solutions in every nook and cranny. Even so, the Warriors beat out just five teams in the Western Conference and probably won't have their first-round draft pick to show for it because they must convey it to the Portland Trail Blazers unless it lands among the top four selections. Meanwhile, Golden State had the NBA's highest payroll and largest luxury tax bill -- an unsustainably expensive proposition for virtually every other organization in the league, especially given its lack of results.
Surely, cuts must come. Besides pure sentimentality, what sense is there in recommitting to a broken and outrageously expensive roster?
Thompson, 34, just completed a five-year, $189.9 million contract, and his earning power will be compromised by his advancing age and injury history. Andrew Wiggins turned in another perplexing season and is owed nearly $85 million over the next three years, making him an attractive trade piece if Golden State can find any takers. And guard Chris Paul holds a non-guaranteed contract worth $30 million next season, meaning he could be waived before free agency if the Warriors decide to pare back on spending.
Time and again, as the Warriors processed their anticlimactic finale, their hearts came into conflict with their minds. Loyalty or hope -- it can't be both.
"This is life," Kerr said. "This is how it works. You don't get to stay on top forever."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/04/17/warriors-kings-nba-play-in-tournament/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



With minor league team, MLS unveils bold plan to fix diversity problem
America's professional soccer league is experimenting with a new way to bring more diversity to its coaching and executive ranks.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-04-17
HIGH POINT, N.C. -- By the time Eddie Pope was hired as the chief sporting director for Carolina Core Football Club last fall, returning to his hometown to guide its new entry in the MLS Next Pro developmental league, the legendary defender already knew whom he wanted as his head coach: Roy Lassiter, his close friend and former D.C. United teammate during the club's late-1990s glory years whose coaching career had recently stalled with him as a low-level assistant.
Pope and Lassiter, their relationship so tight they claim to know the other's thoughts from little more than a glance, worked their vast networks to put together a staff full of longtime friends and colleagues, all with extensive qualifications for their roles: former Honduran star Amado Guevara as assistant coach; longtime Jamaican standouts Andy Williams and Donovan Ricketts as head scout and goalkeeper coach, respectively; and Juan-Carlos Martinez, who worked with Lassiter in Houston, as soccer analyst.
Putting the band back together. Taking care of your own. Working the old boys' network. However you phrase it, it is the way teams have been assembling coaching and player-personnel staffs since the dawn of organized sports, where whom you know can be more important than what you know -- often to the detriment of historically underrepresented groups that are not part of those networks.
But there is a critical twist with Carolina Core FC: Pope, Lassiter, Williams and Ricketts are Black, while Guevara and Martinez are Latino, making their staff one of the most diverse in North American professional sports.
Far from an accident, the Carolina Core example is part of an effort by MLS to alter the molecular systems underpinning the hiring processes of its teams -- systems that in the past have left most sports leagues grasping for answers to explain the racial disparities between their player workforce and their most influential off-field positions, such as head coach and general manager.
MLS itself is among the leagues that have struggled to solve their representation problems over the years, despite cycling through many of the same diversity initiatives that have largely failed to spur progress in the NFL, MLB and elsewhere. The league's hope is that the combination of innovation and intentionality on display with Next Pro will move the needle where other attempts have failed.
"Diversity is a choice. It's not something that's going to fix itself," said Pope, a National Soccer Hall of Famer who played for 12 seasons in MLS and suited up for the U.S. national team at three World Cups. "Progress moves really slowly unless you just sort of come in and go, 'Boom!' "

Goalkeeper coach Donovan Ricketts, center, laughs with other members of Carolina Core during a recent practice. (Scott Muthersbaugh for The Washington Post) 



Assistant coach Amado Guevara draws out a play during practice. (Scott Muthersbaugh for The Washington Post) 


Now in its third season, MLS Next Pro -- a third-division league intended to develop talent for MLS clubs -- was the perfect venue for this grand experiment in breaking down long-standing barriers to racial equity and inclusion. Twenty-seven of MLS's 29 clubs have affiliates in the new league, while two other Next Pro clubs, including the expansion Carolina Core, which debuted this spring, are unaffiliated.
"There are advantages to being new," said Charles Altchek, president of Next Pro and executive vice president of MLS, "in that you can shape it in the beginning in ways you think it should be shaped. We knew if we did this the right way, we'd be creating a lot of new jobs and new opportunities."
The strategy undertaken by MLS's leadership with its Next Pro staffing was intended to overcome two of the most critical disconnects that frequently keep candidates from underrepresented groups from progressing to top jobs in coaching or player-personnel: a lack of high-ranking minorities with decision-making powers over hiring and a lack of head coaching opportunities at lower levels where aspirants can prove their ability in the big chair.
"If one of my coaches goes and interviews [with an MLS club], one of the excuses [for choosing someone else] can no longer be, 'You don't have any experience,'" said Pope, 50. "Especially if it's an affiliated club -- because now, there's not only the experience factor but familiarity with the parent club and its owners. We always hear, 'You don't have any experience.' Well, that's because you won't give me a chance. We've been stuck in that vicious cycle."
From the outset, one of the central missions of Next Pro was to filter top jobs to historically underrepresented groups, an effort that formed a central pillar in the league's outreach to prospective owners. Carolina Core's principal owner is a woman, Megan Oglesby, a scion of the family that founded the Old Dominion Freight Line; meanwhile, the unaffiliated Connecticut franchise slated to join the league next season will be one of the only franchises in American sports owned by a Black man, Andre Swanston.

Carolina Core managing partner Megan Oglesby talks with chief sporting officer Eddie Pope. (Scott Muthersbaugh for The Washington Post) 


"When we hire, we tend to hire people we are comfortable with and familiar with," said Sola Winley, who in 2021 became MLS's first chief diversity, equity and inclusion officer. "So how are we ever going to change the system? We're going to change the system by broadening the cohort of individuals who are decision-makers, so that it's more inclusive."
The innovative approach to diversity is evident in the league's eye-opening demographic data: While 16 of Next Pro's 28 head coaches this season are White (57 percent), another nine (32 percent) are Black and three (11 percent) are Hispanic. (The league is using 28 as the denominator because its 29th team, Minnesota United FC 2, is operating without a head coach.)
Those numbers stand in stark contrast to those in most other leagues. Take the NFL, where even after a flurry of minority hires this offseason, only nine (28 percent) of the league's 32 head coaching positions belong to minorities, including six (19 percent) to Black coaches. Roughly 54 percent of NFL players are Black vs. only about 25 percent in MLS -- which means while Black head coaches in the NFL are underrepresented relative to the player workforce, in Next Pro they are overrepresented.

Lassiter, shown dispensing advice to one of his players, insists that he wouldn't be the club's head coach were it not for Pope, his close friend and former teammate. (Scott Muthersbaugh for The Washington Post) 


Imagine if the NFL could launch a low-level developmental league and fill its coaching and player-personnel staffs with qualified minorities who had struggled to break into the job market, creating a new pipeline of talent out of thin air. That's essentially what MLS did with Next Pro.
The track record of MLS in racial representation suggests its new strategy was born, at least in part, out of desperation. Despite roughly a quarter of its players being Black, MLS has employed only eight Black men as head coaches in its 28-year history. When you add the qualifier of "American-born" Black head coaches, the number is zero. In the most recent hiring cycle, 11 MLS teams hired new head coaches. None was Black.
"To say we weren't disappointed in the last hiring cycle when it came to head coaches and Black coaches in particular -- we were," Sola said. "But disappointed doesn't mean we're discouraged."
This season, of the league's 29 teams, only one employs a Black man as head coach: the Columbus Crew with Wilfried Nancy, a Frenchman who last year became the first Black head coach to lead his team to the MLS Cup title. While the league received a grade of A for racial hiring in the most recent (2022) report by the Institute for Diversity and Ethics in Sport, that was achieved largely because of its strong Latino representation.

Columbus Crew Coach Wilfried Nancy, a native of France, is currently the only Black head coach in MLS. (Paul Vernon/AP)


In 2022, Ricky Hill, an English-born Black soccer coach, sued MLS, the second-division United Soccer League and several individual teams, accusing them of racial discrimination in their hiring practices. In a court filing this year, MLS argued it should not be a defendant in the suit because, its lawyers said, "It is the team operators, and only the team operators, who hire and employ coaches in the league."
In an interview, Hill, 65, said: "The response we've heard [from MLS] is, 'We can't force people to make hires.' [But] this is not about forcing them to hire us -- it's about forcing them to treat us fairly when it comes to opportunity."
Hill's lawsuit is still being contested in federal court in New York.
More than most people, Pope understands the racial landscape of American soccer. Growing up as a Black kid in High Point, a city of 115,000 between Greensboro and Winston-Salem, N.C., Pope was an anomaly within both the Black community and the soccer community -- and occasionally on the receiving end of racial slurs, including the n-word, on the pitch.
He wasn't even looking for a job running a club -- in part because such a thing seemed implausible -- until the opportunity presented itself in his hometown. Before his return to High Point, he was working on the player side of MLS, first as director of player relations for its union, then as an agent.

"This feels very different than what has gone on in the past," Pope said of the MLS Next Pro's diversity efforts. "So, yes, I do think it's going to work." (Scott Muthersbaugh for The Washington Post) 


Now, his position with Carolina Core affords Pope the opportunity to shape the trajectory of the sport from a seat of power. Were he not in this role, he said, Lassiter and the other minority staff members "would not have been hired. This would look a lot different, no question."
Lassiter agreed. "I wouldn't be here," he said, "if it wasn't for Eddie Pope."
But the critical question about the MLS Next Pro model remains: Will it work? More specifically: Will the type of representation institutionalized with Carolina Core and other Next Pro clubs filter upward to MLS coaching staffs and change the sport's racial math the way the league's leadership envisions?
There is already evidence that, at the very least, MLS teams are rewarding successful stints in Next Pro with promotions to the big leagues. In just two-plus years of existence, Next Pro has graduated a handful of head coaches to assistant coaching jobs in MLS (not to mention nearly 90 players who have graduated from Next Pro to MLS), and this winter brought the first direct jump of a Next Pro head coach to the same job in MLS when Laurent Courtois, a White Frenchman, went from Columbus Crew 2 to CF Montreal.
Suddenly, there was a track record for advancement that didn't exist three years ago. What remains to be seen is whether a similarly upward trajectory will be made available for successful minority candidates.
"It could be that, after one year, Roy Lassiter starts getting interviews with MLS teams -- or maybe it takes two or three years," Altchek said. "But we know if he does well in this league, he's going to get opportunities at the next level."
Pope isn't given to grand statements of optimism when it comes to racial issues in America, in large part because of his background and experience. But from his current seat, helping bring new ideas to an old problem, this looks like progress.
"This feels very different than what has gone on in the past," he said. "So, yes, I do think it's going to work."

(Scott Muthersbaugh for The Washington Post) 
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-04-18
MLB
1 p.m. Texas at Detroit >>> MLB Network
9:45 p.m. Arizona at San Francisco >>> Fox Sports 1
NHL
7 p.m. Seattle at Minnesota >>> ESPN
9:30 p.m. Edmonton at Colorado >>> ESPN
AUTO RACING
11:30 p.m. Formula One: Chinese Grand Prix, practice >>> ESPNU
3:30 a.m. (Friday) Formula One: Chinese Grand Prix, sprint qualifying >>> ESPN2
GOLF
8 a.m. PGA Tour: Puntacana Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
10 a.m. LPGA Tour: Chevron Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. PGA Tour: Heritage, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League quarterfinal, second leg: AC Milan at Roma >>> CBS Sports Network
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Barcelona Open, BMW Open and Tiriac Open, early rounds; WTA: Tennis Grand Prix and Rouen Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m. North Carolina at North Carolina State >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Texas A&M at Alabama >>> SEC Network
7:30 p.m. Florida at Vanderbilt >>> ESPNU
WOMEN'S COLLEGE GYMNASTICS
4:30 p.m. NCAA championships, semifinals >>> ESPN2
9 p.m. NCAA championships, semifinals >>> ESPN2
WOMEN'S COLLEGE LACROSSE
3 p.m. Duke at North Carolina >>> ESPNU
5 p.m. Syracuse at Boston College >>> ESPNU
5:30 p.m. Johns Hopkins at Penn State >>> Big Ten Network
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Google just fired 28 employees who protested its contract with Israel
After employees held sit-ins at Google offices in New York City and California, nine were arrested, and 28 were fired. 
By Caroline O'Donovan, Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-04-18

Google's New York City office. (No Tech For Apartheid)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Google fired 28 employees on Wednesday who were involved in a protest against a contract with the Israeli government that the cloud-computing giant shares with its competitor, Amazon.
The firings came after nine employees were arrested Tuesday while participating in sit-in protests at Google offices in Sunnyvale, Calif., and New York City. The workers were held for a few hours before being released, employees said.
The employees, part of a group called No Tech for Apartheid, have been writing letters and staging protests against Google's deal to sell technology to Israel since 2021. The tension over the cloud-computing contract, known as Nimbus, among employees at Google and Amazon has increased since the Israel-Gaza war began in October. The project's critics say it will bolster the Israeli government's surveillance of Palestinians and lead to further displacement and discrimination.
In an email statement, a Google spokesperson said the workers were fired for "physically impeding other employees' work and preventing them from accessing our facilities," which is "a clear violation of our policies, and completely unacceptable behavior."
"After refusing multiple requests to leave the premises, law enforcement was engaged to remove them to ensure office safety," the email said. "We have so far concluded individual investigations that resulted in the termination of employment for 28 employees, and will continue to investigate and take action as needed."
The 28 fired employees, who were locked out of their work devices Tuesday evening and learned of their termination over email that morning, said they were shocked and angered by the company's decision.
"I'm furious," said one of the fired employees who helped organize the sit-in but didn't directly participate. "This is a wildly disproportionate response to workers standing up for morality and for holding Google accountable for its own promises. Firing people associated with an event they don't like -- it's unbelievable."
"This is a huge escalation and a change in how Google has responded to worker criticisms," added the employee, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for legal reasons.
The employee said members of the No Tech for Apartheid group have spoken with a lawyer about bringing charges against Google for allegedly violating labor law.
Google was originally known for its open internal culture, where employees could access the work documents of other teams and were encouraged to question decisions made by their bosses. In 2010, the company pulled out of China, with executives citing government censorship as a key reason for the decision, despite the potential business opportunity of staying in the country. Microsoft and Apple also have giant China businesses that generate billions in revenue.
Google executives have also participated openly in political protests, including co-founder Sergey Brin and CEO Sundar Pichai, who spoke at a public protest against former President Donald Trump's proposed ban on immigration from Muslim-majority countries in 2017.
But the company has increasingly fired workers who cause political firestorms and criticize its policies. In 2017, it fired a worker who wrote a memo that said some differences in the numbers of male and female engineers could be explained by biological differences, and arguing the company was too politically liberal. In 2019, Google fired four workers who had been active inside the company, criticizing its work with governments. The workers said they were fired for trying to form a union, and Google said they were fired for accessing internal documents they weren't supposed to. The company settled a labor law complaint with them several years later.
And in 2020, the company fired Timnit Gebru, a prominent AI researcher who had written a paper laying out how Google's  new AI algorithms could parrot the racist and sexist biases found in the internet data they were trained on.
During the sit-in at Google's headquarters in Sunnyvale, Calif., on Tuesday, workers occupied the office of Google Cloud CEO Thomas Kurian. But employees who participated in the action, videos of which were posted to Instagram, denied that they impeded anyone else at Google from working.
"Even the workers who were participating in a peaceful sit-in and refusing to leave did not damage property or threaten other workers," Jane Chung, a spokesperson for No Tech for Apartheid, said in an email. "Instead they received an overwhelmingly positive response and shows of support."
Amazon also holds a Nimbus contract with Israel, and Amazon employees participated in the No Tech for Apartheid actions on Tuesday, but there have been no reports of Amazon workers being arrested or fired. Amazon did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post
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Widespread 911 outages hit several states
Emergency phone services were disrupted across South Dakota and in parts of Nebraska, Nevada and Texas, local officials said. It is not clear what caused the outages.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-04-18

Las Vegas was among the areas experiencing outages of 911 lines. (Darwin Brandis/Getty Images)


Four states have experienced widespread outages of 911 lines, affecting emergency calls throughout South Dakota and swaths of Nebraska, Nevada and Texas overnight, officials said.
Most lines were down for one to two hours, although services appeared to be gradually restored overnight.
The exact nature of the outage appeared to vary across states -- some 911 systems reported problems with calls from landlines, while others said customers using mobile phones were struggling to get through. Some police departments or sheriff's offices said that 911 callers were receiving a busy signal, and they encouraged people to contact them via non-emergency numbers or by text.
No cause for the service disruption has been publicly identified. However, in Texas, the Del Rio Police Department said the issue was caused by "an outage with a major cellular carrier." The department did not name the carrier or immediately respond to an overnight request for comment from The Post for further details.
The South Dakota Department of Public Safety tweeted that it was "aware of a 911 service interruption throughout the state." It urged people to instead text issues to 911 instead and advised people not to test-dial 911.
The South Dakota Highway Patrol later tweeted that "service has been restored on the South Dakota 911 system," adding: "Our emergency system is fully operational and ready to respond promptly to any situation. Your safety is our top priority."
The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department reported an outage affecting 911 calls from landlines, as well as its non-emergency phone line, on Wednesday evening. It urged people to call from a mobile device so they could be called back, or text 911 instead. About two hours later, it said the phone service had been restored and that "all of the individuals who called during the outage have been called back and provided assistance."
Meanwhile, the Nevada State Police reported outages affecting emergency services in southern Nevada for about 90 minutes Wednesday night.
In Texas, the Del Rio Police Department said it was "aware of an outage with a major cellular carrier affecting the ability to reach 911. This issue is with the carrier and not the City of Del Rio systems. ... If you cannot reach 911 via your mobile, please use a landline or another carrier."
In Nebraska, officials reported outages in various counties. Officials in Douglas County in eastern Nebraska said "a partial statewide outage of 911 has been reported," with users "reporting a fast busy signal when calling," while the Buffalo County Sheriff's Office urged people affected to call non-emergency numbers instead. In southwestern Nebraska, the Dundy County Sheriff's Office also directed people to its administrative hotline. It later said both cellular and landline 911 services had been restored.
The outages come amid National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week, which celebrates the work of emergency phone line workers across the United States.

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department reported an outage affecting 911 calls from landlines, as well as its non-emergency phone line, on Wednesday evening. (Darwin Brandis/Getty Images)


Under normal circumstances, 911 calls are handled by trained public safety dispatchers. Some 240 million calls are made to 911 in the United States each year, according to  the National Emergency Number Association. About 80 percent are from wireless devices rather than landlines.
The Federal Communications Commission said Thursday that it was "aware of reports of 911-related outages and we are currently investigating." The Department of Homeland Security has yet to comment on the latest outages.
In February, outages at AT&T affected more than 1.7 million customers in the United States, impacting 911 centers in California, North Carolina and Texas. The centers asked customers to use a landline for emergency calls or find a cellphone that uses a different carrier. AT&T said the disrupted services were not caused by a cyberattack but by an error made while expanding its network.
Last year, Arlington and Alexandria, Va., also experienced problems with their 911 systems, preventing residents from making voice calls to the emergency line.
In 2014, emergency phone services went dark for more than 11 million people across seven states. The entire state of Washington was disconnected from 911, where 4,500 emergency calls failed to go through during an eight-hour period, according to the chairman of the state utility commission. A study by the Federal Communications Commission later found that a preventable software error was responsible for disrupting the 911 service.
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The AI hype bubble is deflating. Now comes the hard part.
The tech industry got the world's attention with AI. Now it's busy convincing people to pay for it.
By Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-04-18

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Last June, Inflection AI was riding high. The artificial intelligence start-up founded by veterans of Google's famous DeepMind AI lab had just raised $1.3 billion from Microsoft and tech billionaires Bill Gates, Reid Hoffman and Eric Schmidt to build out its chatbot business.
But less than a year later, the tide has turned. Co-founders Mustafa Suleyman and Karen Simonyan have left Inflection AI for jobs at Microsoft, which also now has the rights to use its technology. Inflection AI is now focused on helping other companies improve their own AI tools.
It's not the only case of AI hype coming back down to Earth. After 11 months of public testing, Google's AI search tool still constantly makes mistakes and hasn't been released to most people. New scientific papers are undermining some of the flashier claims about the tech's capabilities. The AI industry is also facing a growing wave of regulatory and legal challenges.
A year and a half into the AI boom, there's growing evidence that the hype machine is slowing down. Drastic warnings about AI posing an existential threat to humanity or taking everyone's jobs have mostly disappeared, replaced by technical conversations about how to cajole chatbots into helping summarize insurance policies or handle customer service calls. Some once-promising start-ups have already cratered and the suite of flashy products launched by the biggest players in the AI race -- OpenAI, Microsoft and Google -- have yet to upend the way people work and communicate with each other. While money keeps pouring into AI, very few companies are turning a profit on the tech, which remains hugely expensive to build and run.
The road to widespread adoption and business success is still looking long, twisty and full of roadblocks, say tech executives, technologists and financial analysts.
"If you compare a mature market to a mature tree, we're just at the trunk," said Ali Golshan, founder of Gretel AI, a start-up that helps other companies create data sets for training their own AI. "We're at the genesis stage of AI."
The tech industry is not slowing down its charge into AI. Globally, venture-capital funding in AI companies grew 25 percent to $25.87 billion in the first three months of 2024, compared with the last three months of 2023, according to research firm PitchBook. Microsoft, Meta, Apple and Amazon are all investing billions into AI, hiring PhDs and building new data centers. Most recently, Amazon poured $2.5 billion into Anthropic AI, bringing its total investment in the OpenAI competitor to $4 billion.
The immense cost of training AI algorithms -- which requires running mind-boggling amounts of data through warehouses of expensive and energy-hungry computer chips -- means that even as companies like Microsoft, OpenAI and Google slowly begin charging for AI tools, they're still spending billions to develop and run those tools.
Google Cloud CEO Thomas Kurian said earlier this month that companies including Deutsche Bank, the Mayo Clinic and McDonald's were all using Google's tools to build AI applications. And Google CEO Sundar Pichai said on the company's most recent conference call that interest in AI helped contribute to an increase in cloud revenue. But on the same call, Chief Financial Officer Ruth Porat said the company's investment in data centers and computer chips to run AI would mean Google's expenses would be "notably larger" this year than last year.
"We are helping our customers move from AI proof-of-concepts to large-scale rollouts," said Oliver Parker, an executive with Google Cloud's AI team. He pointed to Discover Financial Services as one example -- the company used Google's AI to build a tool for its call centers that reduced the amount of time it took to do each call.
Microsoft has also been trumpeting the interest in its AI tools and says 1.3 million people now use its "GitHub Copilot" AI code-writing assistant. It's also pushing a $30-a-month AI assistant to the millions of Microsoft Office users around the world. But the company has been mum on whether any of the tools are profitable when compared with the cost of running them. Like Google, the firm has focused much of its energy on getting customers to use its cloud services to run their AI apps.
"We're finding that AI requires a paradigm shift," said Jared Spataro, Microsoft's corporate vice president of AI at Work. "It's not like a traditional technology deployment where IT flips a switch. Businesses need to identify areas where AI can make a real impact and strategically deploy AI there."
In October, OpenAI announced its own version of the app store, where people could make their own custom versions of the popular chatbot, ChatGPT, upload them to a public marketplace, and get paid by OpenAI if many people used them. Three million custom GPTs have been created, but the company hasn't said whether it has paid out any money yet.
"These tools are not yet pervasive, not even close," said Radu Miclaus, an AI analyst at tech research firm Gartner. He expects that to begin changing soon. "My expectation is that this year the applications will start taking off."
Beyond the Big Tech companies, a legion of start-ups are trying to find ways to make money with "generative" AI tech like image generators and chatbots. They include trying to replace customer service agents, writing advertising copy, summarizing doctors' notes and even trying to detect deepfake AI images made by other AI tools. By replacing workers or helping employees become more productive, they hope to sell subscriptions to their AI tools.
Many computer programmers say they already use chatbots to help them write routine code. Usage across the rest of the workforce is also slowly increasing, according to Pew Research Center. Around 23 percent of U.S. adults said they'd used ChatGPT at work in February 2024, compared with 18 percent in July 2023, the research organization found.
"We're at the very, very beginning," said John Yue, founder of Inference.AI, a start-up that helps other tech companies find the computer chips they need to train AI programs. AI will work its way into every single industry, but it might take at least three to five years before people really see those changes in their own lives, he said. "We have to take a longer look."
There are big roadblocks that could slow down the industry, too. Governments have also bought into AI hype, and politicians in the U.S. and abroad are busy debating how to regulate the tech. In the U.S., smaller AI companies have expressed worries that AI leaders like Google and OpenAI will lobby the government to make it harder for new entrants to compete.
In Europe, final details of the E.U.'s AI Act are being hammered out, and they promise to be more restrictive than companies are used to. One of the biggest concerns that Golshan, the AI data start-up CEO, hears from business clients is that new AI laws will render their investments a waste in the future. A battery of lawsuits have also been launched against OpenAI and other AI companies for using people's work and data to train their AI without payment or permission.
Though the tech continues to improve, there are still glaring problems with generative AI. Figuring out how to make sure models that are supposed to be reliable don't make up false information has vexed researchers. At Google's big cloud computing conference in early April, the company offered a new solution to the problem: customers using its tech to train AI models could now let their bots fact-check themselves by simply looking things up on Google Search.
Some claims about AI's near-magic ability to do human-level tasks have also been called into question. A new paper from researchers at the University of Massachusetts, Adobe, the Allen Institute for AI and Princeton showed that AI models routinely made factual mistakes and errors of omission when asked to summarize long documents. Another recent paper suggested that a claim that AI was better than the vast majority of humans at writing legal bar exams was exaggerated.
The big improvement in AI tech showcased by ChatGPT that kicked off the boom came from OpenAI feeding trillions of sentences from the open internet into an AI algorithm. Subsequent AIs from Google, OpenAI and Anthropic have added even more data from the web, increasing capabilities further. Seeing those improvements, some famous AI researchers moved up their predictions for when they think AI would surpass human-level intelligence. But AI companies are running out of data to train their models on, raising the question of whether the steady improvement in AI capability will plateau.
Training bigger and better AI models has another crucial ingredient -- electricity to power the warehouses of computer chips crunching all that data. The AI boom has already kicked off a wave of new data center construction, but it's unclear whether the United States will be able to generate enough electricity to run them. AI, coupled with a surge in new manufacturing facilities, is pushing up predictions for how much electricity will be needed over the next five years, said Mike Hall, CEO of renewable energy management software company Anza, and a 20-year veteran of the solar power industry.
"People are starting to talk about a crisis, are we going to have enough power?" Hall said.
Ethan Mollick, an associate professor at the University of Pennsylvania who studies AI and business, said company executives are seeing the benefits of AI to their businesses in early experiments and tests, and are now trying to work out how to work it into their organizations more broadly.
Some of them are concerned that their AI tools might be made obsolete by new tech released in the future, making them hesitant to invest a lot of money right now, he said. OpenAI is set to unveil its latest AI model in the coming months, potentially offering a whole new set of capabilities, Mollick said.
"The underlying technology drumbeat hasn't really stopped," he said. "It's going to take some time to ripple through."
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The right shortcuts can give your iPhone superpowers. Here's how.
Take the pain out of tedious tasks with Apple's Shortcuts app.
By Chris Velazco | 2024-04-18

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


Back in high school, Spencer Tamburello's iPhone would automatically check a local news website every morning to see if snow had shut down his school.
If school were closed or delayed, his phone would automatically shut off his alarm and send a text message to his parents asking to let him sleep in.
Those precious extra hours of sleep came courtesy of Shortcuts, a free app that has come preinstalled on iPhones since 2019. It's easy to overlook since its name doesn't tell you much, but it can be a powerful way to make your iPhone perform complicated tricks or handle tasks for you, as Tamburello found, before you even wake up.
"A lot of times I'll use a shortcut in front of someone and they're like, 'What? What did you just do?' " the second-year Ohio State electrical engineering student said. "It's always very fascinating to see the lights go on."
Shortcuts range from super-simple to startlingly sophisticated. You don't even need be an engineer like Spencer to teach your iPhone helpful new tricks. Here's what you should know.
Basically, it's an easy way to tell your iPhone to perform a bunch of tasks to solve a specific problem.
It's a bit like coding, but you don't need a background in computer science -- just a willingness to break down a problem into steps.
Here's an example: I take screenshots almost constantly to remind myself of something I've seen online or in an app. To help free up storage on my phone, I built a shortcut that asks if I want to delete them all at once, or just the ones older than a month that I'm probably never going to look at again.
These are the steps I had to cobble together in the Shortcuts app to make it work:
It's the work of an amateur, but it does the trick -- and I use it all the time.
You can activate your shortcuts in different ways, like tapping on them inside the Shortcuts app or your homescreen, asking Siri to launch them, or assigning them to your iPhone's action button -- if it has one.
If you too need to free up a little room on your iPhone (and you're reading this story on an iPhone), you can click here to try my screenshot deleting shortcut. And you can access Spencer Tamburello's Snow Day Detector shortcut here.
When you open the app, you'll see two options at the bottom of the screen: Shortcuts and Automations. What gives?
The big difference boils down to the way you trigger them. Shortcuts, like my screenshot deleter, have to be triggered manually, either by asking Siri or tapping an icon. That makes them ideal for dealing with tasks you'll want some control over, or don't need to handle all the time.
Automations, like Tamburello's snow day fix, are triggered by events -- they can activate at predefined times, when you arrive at certain locations, or when you perform specific actions like turning on Airplane mode or setting your phone to silent.
Otherwise, they're essentially the same. I'll just be referring to these things collectively as "shortcuts" from here.
First, says content creator and shortcut fan Stephen Robles, "think about a task or a moment in your day that happens all the time that's just annoying."
Then consider what could fix those annoyances, and break them down into steps.
Here's an example: Yesterday, I accidentally opened a YouTube cooking video at the office. It was loud, a bit raucous, and I was soon embarrassed. One of Robles' shortcuts, which automatically mutes potentially noisy apps like TikTok, Instagram or YouTube when you open them, would have really helped.
This one's pretty simple: First, you'd open the app. Then, in response, you'd want the phone's volume set to zero. Since you want this to happen every time you open that app (and not only when certain conditions are met), you need an automation, not a shortcut.
Now stitch those two steps together:
If that all sounds a little daunting, you don't have to make your own.
The Shortcuts app has a Gallery where you can install premade shortcuts for simple tasks. People also share their homemade shortcuts in communities like the r/shortcuts subreddit -- you can install them and put them right to work, or view the logic that makes them function to crib notes for your own shortcuts.
And of course, there are plenty of resources to help you get acquainted with the basics, like introductory YouTube videos by Robles and a wonderful walkthrough from a YouTube channel called Ellen's Tips for iOS.
One of the first shortcuts Robles ever made could come in handy for anyone with a long commute. With a tap or a voice command, you can make your phone send a text message to whoever's at home letting them know your ETA.
"I could also see the minutes [in the message] and if it was way higher than normal, I knew there was traffic on the way home," he added. (Tap here to try for yourself.)
Robles turned me on to another shortcut that I've found invaluable -- one that generates a QR code that, when scanned with a smartphone's camera, connects that phone to your WiFi network. At last: The age of telling people to read a string of gibberish off your WiFi router is over.
Because Shortcuts can interact with other apps installed on your phone, you can also tap into a wide set of features and actions -- including the ability to work with AI.
If you wanta taste of life with the Humane AI Pin without pulling your hair out, for example, you could do what I did and create a simple shortcut that opens a voice conversation with ChatGPT. Responses were thorough and much more natural.
Meanwhile, if you're struggling to get through long articles -- or are perhaps a  little jealous of the AI summary tools on some Android phones -- this shortcut from Reddit user Nicholas Rossano will give you the gist of whatever's in your web browser.
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Having remade Twitter, Elon Musk takes his speech fight global
The X owner's dispute over disinformation with a Brazilian judge could influence social media use everywhere.
By Elizabeth Dwoskin, Terrence McCoy, Marina Dias | 2024-04-18

Elon Musk, owner of the social media platform X, attends a symposium on online antisemitism during the European Jewish Association conference in Krakow, Poland, on Jan. 22. (Sergei Gapon/AFP/Getty Images)


SAN FRANCISCO -- To Elon Musk, the Brazilian Supreme Court justice is a "dictator."
In the justice's view, Musk is allowing his social media platform to support the "digital militias" that are using disinformation to threaten democracy.
Together, they're making this South American nation the battleground for the global debate on free speech and fake news, a dispute that could affect how people everywhere communicate information, ideas and opinions online.
On one side, there's Alexandre de Moraes, one of the world's most aggressive prosecutors of disinformation. In recent years, as right-wing Brazilian leader Jair Bolsonaro and his supporters questioned the integrity of Brazil's elections, Moraes was granted expanded powers to fight false claims online. As head of the country's top elections court, he has issued arrest warrants against dozens of figures and demanded that social media companies take down scores of accounts.
Then there's Musk, the combative tech billionaire who, since taking over Twitter, has loosened the platform's restrictions on hateful content and allowed misinformation to flood the platform in the name of free speech.
Their opposing worldviews exploded into public view this month, when Musk announced he would no longer countenance judicial orders from Moraes, who he said was breaking Brazilian law, and threatened to shutter the platform, now called X, in one of its most active markets.
Moraes, in response, said he was adding Musk as a target in his ongoing criminal investigation into political groups accused of using false information to attack democracy.
Musk did not respond to a request for comment. Moraes declined to comment.
The dispute could influence how social media platforms police their users in countries that regulate free speech differently than the United States. And it's cementing Musk's rise as an avatar of the global right, where he's found common ground with some of its most prominent and polarizing figures.

Justice Alexandre de Moraes is seen at the trial of former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro, accused of abuse of power and misinformation, on June 29 in Brasilia. (Sergio Lima/AFP/Getty Images)


Since declaring his independence from Moraes's orders, Musk has met with Argentine President Javier Milei at a Tesla factory in Texas, been invited to a live online appearance with Bolsonaro and said he will meet soon with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. All are populists bolstered by online armies that have been accused of spreading disinformation.
Musk has spent the past week interacting online with conservative Brazilians whose accounts have been banned by Moraes -- a group that has long sought his attention. In the United States, meanwhile, congressional Republicans, who have long sparred with tech giants over online censorship, have subpoenaed X's records related to its operations in Brazil.
Musk's politics form "a connective tissue between these far-right figures and movements," said Emerson Brooking, a disinformation researcher with the Digital Forensic Research Lab of the Atlantic Council. "He is globalizing America's culture wars."
Over the weekend, X walked back Musk's challenge, telling the court in a letter it would continue to comply with all of its orders, according to a copy obtained by The Washington Post.
Musk has not commented publicly on the reversal. X declined to comment.
Musk remains a target of Moraes's investigation, according to a Supreme Court official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity under rules set by the court. That probe goes beyond X's content moderation policies into whether Musk is part of an organized threat to the country's democracy.

Former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro speaks at a rally for Rio de Janeiro mayoral contender Alexandre Ramagem on March 16. (Pablo Porciuncula/AFP/Getty Images)


In Brazil, Latin America's largest democracy, internet users spend an average of more than nine hours a day online, according to the market research firm Kepios. They enjoy freedom of expression, but it's not an absolute right.
In the United States, the First Amendment guarantees Americans wide latitude to speak publicly. In Brazil, hate speech and using disinformation to attack people or democracy are crimes.
Bolsonaro and his supporters have strained those limits with misinformation about the coronavirus, unfounded allegations against the electoral system and digital invective. Many who have posted such material have come under investigation by Moraes.
The judge ordered one blogger arrested for allegedly spreading anti-democratic ideas and committing crimes against honor. He ordered the arrest and censure of a federal congressman for calling for a new AI-5, a notorious decree from Brazil's 20th-century dictatorship that curtailed political freedoms and consolidated the military's hold on power.
People who have had their social media accounts blocked have also had assets frozen -- sometimes, they say, with no explanation of what they did wrong. As a consequence, some have relocated to the United States.
These efforts have drawn criticism not only from the right, but also from tech companies and advocates for free speech. Musk says Moraes has gone too far.
Twitter once enjoyed a reputation for fighting harder than others against demands by foreign governments to censor domestic activists and dissidents. It sued India and Turkey to protect content that was critical of their leaders.
In the United States, the company policed content on coronavirus misinformation and election falsehoods.
But when Musk bought the company in the fall of 2022, he argued that any content should be permitted unless it was expressly illegal. In his first months as chief executive, he rolled back rules against misinformation and restored thousands of banned accounts.
He also began taking steps, including charging for verification and engaging certain users, that have had the effect of boosting the visibility of conservative and right-wing accounts.
The platform's record since then has been mixed. On the eve of Turkish elections last year, X complied with the demand of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to restrict accounts. The company reportedly blocked the accounts of more than 100 activists and journalists at the Indian government's request.
"Musk's X is willing to comply and censor people much more than Twitter ever did," Brooking said. In Brazil, "Musk has found a cause that lets him articulate his twisted vision of free speech: Not free speech for democratic activists, or for regular people, but for people who share his politics."
Moraes wasn't always a villain to the Brazilian right. He was appointed to the Supreme Court in 2017 by conservative President Michel Temer.
But in a country haunted by the military dictatorship of 1964 to 1985, the rise of Bolsonaro, an open admirer of the regime, changed everything.
As president during the coronavirus pandemic, he dismissed concerns about the coronavirus, railed against vaccinations and pushed unproven treatments.
For more than a year leading up to the 2022 election, a polarizing choice between Bolsonaro and leftist former president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, Bolsonaristas pushed doubts about electronic voting systems in a strategy that mirrored Donald Trump's unfounded accusations in 2020.
Before the vote, Moraes sought an expanded interpretation of the election court's authority to investigate, censor and prosecute people suspected of undermining public institutions. The Supreme Court granted him the power to order the immediate removal of problematic content -- and fine or suspend companies that did not comply.
The effort has drawn criticism.
The court effectively "changed its stance" from having once protected speech to now controlling speech, said constitutional lawyer Andre Mardiglia, who has represented a magazine that was censored by Moraes. "We understand ourselves to be a democracy, but we do not have the freedom of expression that full democracies have."
After Bolsonaro's loss, thousands of his supporters stormed federal buildings in Brasilia in January 2023 in what some said was an effort to overturn the election. Moraes called for stronger regulations on social media companies. Two right-leaning platforms, Rumble and its subsidiary Locals, have since pulled out of Brazil.
In another parallel with Trump, Bolsonaro skipped Lula's inauguration and traveled to Florida, where he discussed online speech with Trump strategist Stephen K. Bannon and others, deepening ties with the American far right.
When Musk took control of Twitter, Brazilian conservative influencers who had been targeted by Moraes saw an opportunity. They tweeted at Musk for help.
Musk asked staff to look into their claims, according to a person familiar with the discussion, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe it. They concluded that reinstating accounts that had been banned by court order would violate Brazilian law.
Then last week, the company's government affairs team posted that it had been "forced by court decisions to block certain popular accounts" in Brazil, but could not say which ones and was not told why.
Musk followed with a question for Moraes: "Why are you doing this @alexandre?" Then in a cascade of tweets to his 180 million followers, he called the judge a "brutal dictator," a "shame" and "Brazil's Darth Vader." He said he would be reinstating the accounts.
Moraes, in response, accused Musk of starting a disinformation campaign and coordinating with the digital militias that promoted the Jan. 8, 2023, riot.
Paulo Figueiredo, a Brazilian journalist and influencer based in Florida, said Moraes had censored his social media accounts, frozen his bank accounts and taken away his passport so he could not return to Brazil. He says he does not know why.
Until the Brasilia riot, he was a popular commentator on Jovem Pan. The Sao Paulo-based radio network kicked him and other conservative commentators off the air after Jan. 8.
He now broadcasts from his home studio on seven different social channels and has tagged Musk on X several times in the past year.
In a recent post, Figueiredo urged the X owner to ignore Brazil's restrictions. Last week, Musk finally responded: He agreed.
Figueiredo called Musk's new interest in Brazil "a complete game changer."
Thiago de Aragao, a senior associate with the Center for Strategic and International Studies who advises companies on risk in Latin America, warned that Musk's fight has potential downsides for X and other tech companies.
"What's going on in Brazil could inspire other countries to ... ultimately become more restrictive," he said.
The country, said Brooking of the Atlantic Council, could become an important cause for right-wing groups worldwide, including in the United States in an election year in which tech companies have largely retreated from policing misinformation.
"If you've built your career around Big Tech censorship ... you have to find a new enemy somewhere."
Cat Zakrzewski in Washington contributed to this report.
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Bryan Kohberger's alibi in Idaho killings to hinge on phone location
Kohberger's attorney said in a new court filing that an expert witness would contradict prosecutors' allegations that cellphone data placed him near the scene.
By Justine McDaniel | 2024-04-18

Bryan Kohberger, who is accused of killing four University of Idaho students, is escorted to an extradition hearing at the Monroe County Courthouse in Stroudsburg, Pa., on Jan. 3, 2023, days after being arrested in the homicides. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Bryan Kohberger, the graduate student accused of killing four University of Idaho students in November 2022, plans to offer witness testimony alleging that his cellphone was not near the scene of the murders on the night they occurred, according to a new court filing from his attorney.
Kohberger had already indicated his alibi in court documents -- that he was out driving at the time of the 4 a.m. killings. The Wednesday filing by Kohberger's attorney, Anne Taylor, suggests that he will attempt to prove it through testimony from a cell-tower expert who will claim that Kohberger's cellphone was in the wrong location to connect him to the killings.
That testimony would contradict prosecutors' allegation that cellphone data placed Kohberger on a highway driving away from the town where the killings occurred that night.
Kohberger, 29, is accused of fatally stabbing 20-year-olds Ethan Chapin and Xana Kernodle and 21-year-olds Madison Mogen and Kaylee Goncalves in their off-campus home in the early morning hours of Nov. 13, 2022. Authorities searched for the killer for nearly seven weeks, a drawn-out hunt that captured national attention and set the neighboring college towns of Moscow, Idaho, and Pullman, Wash., on edge.
Authorities arrested Kohberger, a criminal justice student at Washington State University in Pullman, at his family's home in Pennsylvania at the end of December. He was later indicted by a grand jury.
Kohberger has maintained his innocence. He pleaded not guilty to four counts of murder and one count of burglary in May. Attorneys are barred from speaking about most aspects of the case under a judge's order.
Kohberger was accused of the crime after being linked to DNA on a button snap of a knife sheath left at the scene, according to court records. Prosecutors also seized other items from Kohberger's home and car and alleged that his physical attributes matched a rough description of the intruder given by a surviving roommate.
In addition, authorities said cellphone records showed that Kohberger had been near the victims' off-campus house at least 12 times in the months preceding the killings. On the night of the killings, Kohberger's phone was tracked leaving his residence just before 3 a.m. before it stopped reporting to the network, authorities alleged in the criminal affidavit.
A car matching Kohberger's was seen on surveillance footage passing the victims' house four times, and was seen speeding away about 15 minutes after its last arrival at the house. Less than half an hour later, Kohberger's phone began reporting to the cell network again, placing him on a highway traveling from Moscow back to Pullman, according to the affidavit.
The testimony from the defense expert Kohberger plans to bring in will show, the new filing by his defense attorney said, that his mobile device did not travel on that highway. Instead, he will claim Kohberger "was south of Pullman, Washington and west of Moscow, Idaho on November 13, 2022."
Taylor said in the filing that Kohberger frequently went for nighttime drives after starting graduate school to hike, run or "see the moon and stars" and was doing so that night.
The next hearing in the case is set for May 14. A trial date has not been set.
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New Maui fire report shows utility waited hours to respond to broken power line
Hawaiian Electric did not send a representative to check on fallen power equipment until hours after fire officials alerted the utility, the report says.
By Brianna Sacks, Anumita Kaur | 2024-04-18

Fallen utility poles outside a gas station on Lahainaluna Road in Lahaina, Hawaii, on Aug. 21, 2023. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post) 


Hawaii's electric utility did not respond quickly to the first alerts of its power lines breaking before the deadly Maui fire last August, according to a new timeline report by the Hawaii attorney general's office, a lapse that experts say may have contributed to the deadliest fire in U.S. history.
The report shows that Maui Fire Department first learned a power pole had snapped, sending "low hanging wires across" the road at 5:16 a.m. on Aug. 8, prompting fire officers to immediately alert Hawaiian Electric, referred to as Maui Electric in the report."MECO was contacted but no ETA provided," the logs say. But a utility worker did not arrive on scene until hours later that afternoon, the report stated. By that point, numerous power lines had fallen in high winds, multiple fires were burning and the utility could not confirm to firefighters that the remaining power lines had been de-energized, according to the official timeline.
The 376-page report, conducted by the Fire Safety Research Institute on behalf of Hawaii Attorney General Anne Lopez and released Wednesday, is the first in a three-phase probe into how and why the Lahaina brush fire turned so catastrophic. While it did not assign blame or responsibility for how the fire started and spread, it -- along with a Maui Fire Department report released earlier in the week -- raises fresh questions about how Hawaiian Electric and multiple public agencies handled the fire that would ultimately wipe out Lahaina, especially given that both investigations cited the "profound link between proximate hurricanes and wildfires" and gave recent examples, such as a devastating hurricane wind-sparked blaze in the Lahaiana-area in 2018.
Hawaiian Electric did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The company has previously acknowledged its equipment probably caused the initial fire -- known as the "morning fire" -- which Maui firefighters worked to contain. In a lawsuit against Maui County, Hawaiian Electric has blamed the county for failing to fully extinguish that fire, which the utility said was reignited and the cause of the blaze that destroyed Lahaina.
Maui County has rejected that assertion, as have some lawyers representing fire victims. Attorney Alexander Robertson IV said the attorney general's report affirms that the utility failed to properly responded to downed power lines, and also failed to de-energize its power lines at the first sign of trouble during a high-wind event, he said.
Had the utility followed standard practice to dispatch a repair crew and visually inspect that broken pole, "they never should have re-energized that line at 6:07 a.m. thereby causing the fire," said Robertson, an attorney representing families who lost homes and loved ones in the blaze. "This horrible tragedy was entirely avoidable, in my opinion."
Wildfire experts and firefighters have also raised eyebrows at Hawaiian Electric's differentiation between a morning and afternoon fire, and their defense that their equipment only started one of the incidents which, fire investigators emphasized Wednesday when discussing the first phase of the investigation, were "absolutely in the same area."
The attorney general's data-heavy probe, which confirms the fire's origin and how it spread, aligns with The Post's previous reporting on how the fire originated.
Residents told The Post they were awakened by an arc flash and strong winds in the early hours of Aug. 8. They noticed that their air conditioners and lights were off. Around 6 a.m., they said their power came back on. Data prepared by Whisker Labs, a company that monitors U.S. grids, also confirmed that the grid experienced faults at this time. Around 6:30 a.m., the residents started to smell smoke.
The fire occurred on a day when -- despite red flag warnings, high wind watches and fire weather watches -- the Maui Emergency Management Agency was understaffed, the attorney general's report revealed.

Burned homes and vehicles in a neighborhood that was destroyed by the wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, on Aug. 25, 2023. (Tamir Kalifa for The Washington Post) 


The agency usually operates with an administrator and eight full-time employees. On Aug. 7, the agency's administrator at the time, Herman Andaya, was in Oahu at a conference, and another employee was unavailable.
The agency's Emergency Operations Center -- which is activated depending on weather incidents -- was only partially operating with two employees by 9 p.m. that day. The Emergency Operations Center wasn't fully activated until 4:30 p.m. Aug. 8, well after the flames had begun to engulf Lahaina, with most of the agency's employees assuming different roles to response to the situation.
Other Maui County agencies maintained normal staffing and did not preposition employees for the increased risks, the report revealed, underscoring the island's lack of preparedness. The fire department, the police department and the water department were all normally staffed on Aug. 7, the report said. Hawaiian Electric maintained normal staffing as well.
The state's initial findings come after the Maui Fire Department released its after-action report -- conducted by the Western Fire Chiefs Association -- on Tuesday.
That report revealed that relief vehicles lacked standard equipment, adding to delays in deploying them. During the peak of the August wildfires, off-duty staff were available, but insufficient vehicles hindered full deployment, forcing some to use personal vehicles.
Some staff members were not contacted and remained unaware of the unfolding disaster. Top officers and certain fire department staff use the "WhatsApp" application for updates, but use of that app was not universal across the department.
The after-action report also revealed there were no formal inter-island or mutual aid agreements among Hawaii fire departments, resulting in a cumbersome and slow process for relocating equipment.
In addition, the Maui Fire Department does not have any fire hand crews that could perform fuels-mitigation work, the report noted.
The two reports come as Maui residents continue to seek answers on basic questions about the disaster.
For months, at least 90 lawsuits representing hundreds of victims had been stalled due to Hawaiian Electric's demands to have them tried in federal court. At the same time, Maui County agencies have declined to answer fire investigators' requests for all records and interviews, forcing investigators to issue 67 subpoenas so far to the Maui Emergency Management Agency and the water, police and fire departments.
"We have limited information from EOC, from MEMA. We have made multiple requests for that information," said Derek Alkonis, research program manager for the Fire Safety Research Institute, during a news conference Wednesday on the report's release.
Investigators have been asking for information such as emergency management-related plans; staffing records for the day of the fire; communications within teams just before and after the fire; a recent history of brush clearance; water level records; details regarding West Maui's water pipe systems; and documents about multiagency training. Many of the subpoena requests have yet to be fulfilled.
In other cases, subpoenas were only partially fulfilled, according to the report's appendix.

Employees of Hawaiian Electric restore electric poles in the aftermath of the Maui wildfires in Lahaina, Hawaii, on Aug. 16, 2023. (Yuki Iwamura/AFP/Getty Images)
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Haitian Americans worry about Haiti but are wary of foreign intervention
Some Haitian Americans say U.S. officials should be doing more to help those affected by the gang violence that has turned Port-au-Prince into a war zone.
By Samantha Chery, Emmanuel Felton | 2024-04-18
MIAMI -- A few weeks after fleeing Port-au-Prince, Wildor Pierre stood before the congregation at Miami's Notre Dame d'Haiti Catholic Church and asked for vigilance against the "snakes" rocking Haiti.
The parishioners closed their eyes, bowed their heads and lifted their hands in prayer. In Haiti, their families have told them, water is being sanitized with bleach and food is scarce. Violence haunts their daily lives.
"What I want everyone here to know, no matter how long you've been here [in the U.S.] ... you are a native Haitian," Pierre told them in Creole. "What's happening at home, it concerns you."
From Miami up to Brooklyn, members of the Haitian diaspora in the United States, more than 1 million people, say they've grown increasingly terrified for  friends and family members affected by the gang violence that has turned the streets of Port-au-Prince -- the capital of the world's first free Black republic -- into a war zone. In recent weeks, dozens of people have been killed and at least 17,000 have been forced from their homes as gangs continue to raid the city's neighborhoods. The U.S. State Department has begun chartering helicopters to get U.S. citizens out of Haiti to safety in the neighboring Dominican Republic.
But many Haitians in the United States appear divided about what should happen next.
Some worry that Haiti's crisis is not receiving the same level of attention from U.S. officials as the Ukraine war and the Israel-Hamas conflict in Gaza. "As a taxpayer, my money is going to Ukraine," said Wildeen Tirone, 33, a special-education coordinator. "And I'm fine with that. All I'm saying is Haiti needs help too. But as the first free Black country in the world, Haiti has never gotten what it deserves."
Others are wary of more foreign intervention, tracing the island's problems back to its very founding as a self-governing country in 1804 after a long and bloody war of independence from France.
"Haiti should be able to fly by itself," said Tony Jean Thenor, a 65-year-old Miami social worker who emigrated in 1980. "We need folks that can tell the American government, 'Look, this medication you've been prescribing us for the last 50 years is not working.'"

Haitian parishioners from Notre Dame d'Haiti Catholic Church in Miami express frustration and hope amid escalating violence in Haiti.



Parishioners worship at Sunday morning Mass at Notre Dame d'Haiti Catholic Church in Miami's Little Haiti on March 17. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


The instability comes as some Haitian Americans ponder November's U.S. elections.
Joel Tirone, Wildeen Tirone's husband, credits President Biden with launching the Humanitarian Parole Program for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans looking to escape violence at home. About 30,000 migrants a month can enter the United States under the program, which also allows them to work as long as they have a financial sponsor and can pass background checks.
Joel Tirone, who says he left Haiti in 2016 because of government corruption and settled in the United States, hopes to use that program to bring his mother to the United States.
Yet he also fears that a second Biden term will mean more American interference in Haiti's affairs and wonders whether returning Donald Trump to the White House could be better for his homeland.
"I think Trump would be better for Haiti because Trump doesn't want to help other countries," said Joel Tirone, 36, a therapist and social worker.
Haiti has been devastated by natural disasters, including the 7.0-magnitude earthquake that killed more than 220,000 people in 2010, and political violence that culminated in the 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise. After the assassination, the Biden administration backed Ariel Henry, who was then the acting prime minister, to succeed Moise. Last month, Henry announced he was stepping down as violence continued to cripple the country. Last year, there were 5,000 homicides in Haiti, which was more than double the number in 2022, according to a recent United Nations report.
The chaos has some worried that the United States is on the verge of yet another migrant crisis. Since early last year, the number of encounters between U.S. Border Patrol and Haitian migrants has been steadily on the rise. The agency has encountered 123,554 Haitian citizens attempting to enter the country during the past six months, compared with 52,233 during the same period a year earlier.
In March, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) said he was sending more than 250 additional officers and National and Florida State Guard troops to the Florida Keys and southern waters of the state "in anticipation of a potential influx" of immigrants from Haiti entering the United States illegally.
But so far there hasn't been a significant spike in the number of migrants from Haiti trying to reach the United States on boats, according to John William Beal, a Coast Guard spokesperson. The Coast Guard reported sending back 65 Haitian migrants found on a distressed sailboat near the Bahamas in March.
Nonetheless, migrant advocates warn that if the Biden administration doesn't open up more legal paths for entry into the country, more Haitians will resort to dangerous sea crossings out of desperation.
People fleeing other countries have been embraced in America in a way that Haitian migrants typically aren't, said Taisha Saintil, senior policy analyst at UndocuBlack Network, an immigrant advocacy organization led by Black immigrants. "We are asking the administration to completely stop any plan that seeks to ... detain Haitian immigrants" attempting to enter the country, she said.
Peterson Demmat, 27, has been safe from Haiti's violence since August, when he came to North Miami Beach as part of the humanitarian parole program. But he hasn't escaped the crisis emotionally.
He checks his phone constantly, waiting for calls from his mother, who's still in Port-au-Prince. They usually talk two or three times a week, he said, but when he calls and can't reach her, he worries something terrible has happened. "All of me -- all my spirit -- all of it stays in Haiti," he said. "When I hear there's sad news going on in Haiti ... it feels like inside of me, my heart is broken."

In 2023, Peterson Demmat moved to Miami from Haiti to fulfill his dreams. Now, amid turmoil, he fears for his mother still living in Port-au-Prince.



Peterson Demmat sits in his living room in North Miami Beach, waiting for his mother to call from Port-au-Prince. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


The Church of God of Salvation in the Little Haiti section of Brooklyn is a hub for Haitians. Newly arrived migrants in New York can access food, jobs, school and housing at the church, while congregants also pool their money to send to charities they set up on the island.
"People are always talking about what immigrants take, but here we make sure nobody who comes through here ends up on food stamps or welfare," said Wildeen Tirone. "We set them up to be people who make this country better."
A group of Democratic lawmakers sent a letter to the Biden administration in March requesting that it extend access to a program known as temporary protected status to Haitian migrants, which allows Haitian nationals currently in the United States to remain and obtain work permits for as long as the island remains unsafe. As of December, almost 165,000 Haitian nationals held TPS status. The program is set to expire in August.
The Department of Homeland Security is monitoring the situation in Haiti, an agency spokesperson, Naree Ketudat, said. But there are no plans to extend the program, Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas recently told the Miami Herald. "Let me be clear that, when we interdict individuals from Haiti at sea, we return them to Haiti as quickly as possible," he said.
A spokesperson for the National Security Council said the United States hasn't seen signs of a migrant crisis, so far. The administration is working to find ways to help Haitians stabilize their country, according to the spokesperson, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they are not authorized to speak publicly.
"It is not up to the United States to solve this crisis," the official said. "This has to be a Haitian-led, Haitian-driven resolution to the crisis, and that's what we have been focused on."

Miami-Dade County is home to an estimated 100,000 Haitians, according to the 2022 American Community Survey. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


Judith Dorlean, 36, came to the United States 30 years ago with her parents and four siblings. While her family still sends food and money to relatives in Port-au-Prince and a smaller community called Thomazeau, their gifts can't stop the influx of fear that has struck the country. Sometimes, "they can't sleep or stay in their home because the gangs have taken over some parts," she said. Other family members have been kidnapped for ransom in recent months, she's been told by relatives.
It's hard to say exactly how, or even if, the U.S. government should intervene because Haiti needs to be able to govern itself, Dorlean said. But she has been watching local elected officials to make sure they keep campaign promises to expand programs that would make it easier for Haitian Americans to bring their family members to the United States to live and work.
"The resources that the U.S. would need to provide has to be at the best interest of the Haitian people" rather than serving American interests, Dorlean said.

Weiselande "Yanui" Cesar, a 54-year-old artist and instructor who runs Tradisyon Lakou Lakay Inc., roughly translated as "Hometown Traditions," in Miami's Little Haiti. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)



Barbara Jean Baptiste dances at a Haitian folkloric dance class at Tradisyon Lakou Lakay Inc. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


Weiselande "Yanui" Cesar, a 54-year-old artist and instructor living in Miami Shores, vividly remembers the day she and her two sisters were brought to the United States. When their American Airlines flight arrived at LaGuardia Airport in March 1981, they were greeted by their dad, stepmom and uncles, who were holding coats for them to face their first New York winter.
Cesar said she doesn't recall the exact reason she was "sent for" at age 11, but she imagines it was for the same reason many other Haitian families immigrated to New York at the time: the search for a better life and a good education. The plan was for her to stay just a short time, maybe for high school and college, and then go back home to Haiti.
But with Haiti's continuing political turmoil, that plan never materialized. Cesar moved with her parents to North Miami after she graduated from high school. Later, she married and had kids in Florida. She had to cancel her last trip back to Haiti, just before the covid-19 pandemic, she said, because the island had once again become too politically volatile.
"For me right now to see Haiti the way it is, it hurts. But it's also, 'What can I do?'" said Cesar, who runs Tradisyon Lakou Lakay Inc., roughly translated as "Hometown Traditions," an arts and culture nonprofit that offers Haitian folkloric dance classes.
"We have that power to take Haiti back," Cesar said. "Why can't we do it again?"
Felton reported from New York. Reshma Kirpalani in Miami contributed to this report.
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Maine lawmakers adopt gun control measures after 2023 mass killing
The state's legislators did not vote on a "red-flag" measure to give family members and law enforcement a way to remove guns from those deemed a danger to themselves or others.
By Joanna Slater | 2024-04-18

A memorial along Main Street in November in Lewiston, Maine. (Matt York/AP)


After a gunman killed 18 people last year at a bowling alley and bar in Maine, legislators pledged to revisit the state's gun laws.
This week, after months of debate, they approved new restrictions on weapons sales but did not pass a measure that would have significantly strengthened the ability to remove guns from those deemed dangerous.
Maine, a largely rural state where gun ownership is common, is a place where even some Democratic lawmakers had been reluctant to enact fresh limits on guns.
That dynamic changed considerably after the Oct. 25 shooting, the deadliest in the state's history.
Lawmakers passed a bill Thursday that expanded background checks to cover private gun sales advertised on platforms such as Facebook. On Wednesday, they also approved a measure instituting a 72-hour waiting period for gun purchases. Just last year, two similar measures failed to win enough votes.
Another bill passed by the legislature this week will ban bump stocks, accessories that increase the firing rate of semiautomatic weapons.
However, the state's legislators did not vote on a proposed "red-flag" measure, which would have given both family members and law enforcement a way to remove guns from those deemed a danger to themselves or others.
Maine Gov. Janet Mills (D) has yet to sign the bills passed by the legislature.
This week's votes mark the culmination of a legislative session that opened with hundreds of people gathering at the State House to press for tighter gun laws. In emotional testimony, family members of the victims pleaded with legislators to act.
After last year's shooting, there were wrenching revelations about missed chances to stop the gunman. People who knew the shooter -- Army reservist Robert Card -- had repeatedly told authorities that they were concerned about his mental state and access to weapons.
A friend and fellow member of the Army Reserve informed a sheriff's office in September that he believed Card was "going to snap and do a mass shooting." A sheriff's deputy visited Card's home to check on him and spotted someone inside but left after no one answered the door.
Card died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound after carrying out a rampage at two locations in Lewiston: Just-in-Time Recreation, a bowling alley, and Schemengees Bar and Grille.
Gun violence prevention groups had pushed for the passage of a red-flag law in response to the shooting. Such measures typically allow relatives and police to petition a judge to remove weapons from someone likely to harm themselves or others. More than 20 states have enacted such statutes.
Maine, by contrast, has an unusual "yellow-flag" law, which sets a high bar for the removal of firearms. The process begins with taking someone into protective custody, meaning police must first locate the person.
Then a clinician conducts a mental health evaluation to determine whether the person is likely to harm themselves or others. If so, law enforcement can petition a judge to prevent the person from possessing or buying weapons.
An independent commission investigating the shooting in Lewiston issued an interim report last month finding that sheriff's deputies should have initiated the yellow-flag process in Card's case. It also acknowledged that taking Card into custody "might not have been without difficulty and potential risk."
The legislature adopted a proposal from the governor adjusting the yellow-flag law. It would allow law enforcement officers to seek a warrant to take someone into protective custody under the statute if other attempts to do so have failed.
Nacole Palmer, executive director of the Maine Gun Safety Coalition, said the narrow change wasn't sufficient. "It would be a mistake to legislate purely to the last crisis, the last tragedy," she said. "The next one isn't going to look like that."
Gun rights advocates, meanwhile, decried the slate of restrictions ultimately passed by the legislature. The measures reflect "cookie-cutter" legislation pushed by national advocacy groups and are "out-of-step" with Maine's "proud gun-owning heritage," Justin Davis of the National Rifle Association and Laura Whitcomb of Gun Owners of Maine wrote in an opinion piece last month.
Advocates galvanized by the October mass killing vowed to keep going. Joe Anderson, a physician at Central Maine Medical Center in Lewiston, was working at the hospital the night of the shooting and treated one of the victims.
The following night he couldn't sleep, he said. He knew he had to do more. He went on to organize a rally of hundreds of health-care providers in November, an effort that grew into a new advocacy group called Maine Providers for Gun Safety.
"Any progress is progress, and we're certainly happy with whatever we can get this session," Anderson said. But the failure to pass the red-flag bill is "just not acceptable."
For a long time, he said, many Maine residents persisted in the belief that their state was different when it came to the national scourge of gun violence.
"It took it happening right in front of my eyes for it to become a priority," Anderson said. And "the reality is that is what has happened for a lot of legislators in this state."
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He forgave the man who killed his son, and helped free him from prison
"I do believe that we all, at some point, have to learn to forgive," said Azim Khamisa. "If we had enough people forgiving, that would shift society." 
By Sydney Page | 2024-04-18

Tony Hicks, left, with Azim Khamisa. In 1995, Hicks shot and killed Khamisa's son. Now, they work together to prevent similar tragedies. (Matthew Iske)


The night Azim Khamisa learned his son was murdered in a botched robbery, he fell to the floor, cradling himself against a refrigerator.
"The pain was so unbearable," Khamisa, 75, recalled. "I had this out-of-body experience."
His son, Tariq Khamisa, was a college sophomore at San Diego State University and working as a pizza deliveryman in 1995, when four teenaged gang members tried to rob him. Tariq Khamisa fought back, refusing to give them the pizza box in his hands. As he drove off, one gang member, Tony Hicks, fatally shot him with a stolen handgun.
Hicks was 14 years old.
Just hours after learning of his son's death, as Khamisa lay helpless on the floor, he had an epiphany.
A message came from a higher power, he said.
"There were victims at both ends of the gun," Khamisa said he realized. "Sometimes in deep trauma and tragedy, you have a spark of clarity."
And so Azim Khamisa did what most people wouldn't even attempt: He found a way to forgive -- and later befriend -- his child's murderer.

Tariq Khamisa, left, with his father, Azim Khamisa, in an undated photo. (Family photo)


Khamisa -- who practices meditation and sufism, a mystical religious practice within Islam -- felt that although Hicks committed a hideous act, he alone was not to blame for Tariq's death.
"It wasn't a 14-year-old that was the enemy who killed my son, it was the societal forces that caused it," Khamisa said. "The real culprit is that we haven't addressed why young people fall through the cracks and get involved in gangs and drugs and alcohol, and we lose so many kids."
Khamisa made it his mission to change that.
Nine months after his son's death, Khamisa started the Tariq Khamisa Foundation to help create safer schools and communities -- and prevent teens from turning to crime. It was a way to honor his son's legacy and give his short life more meaning.
"I didn't want to go through life angry and in hatred and resentment. Because if you stay like that, who do you hurt? Yourself," Khamisa said. "Forgiveness can create peace. ...We need to move away from this punitive mindset and become restorative."

Tariq Khamisa, who was 20 when he was murdered, aspired to become a photographer. (Courtesy of Tariq Khamisa Foundation)


Khamisa described his son as "an old soul in a young body with a great sense of humor," and said he wanted to become a photographer. He was 20 years old and engaged to be married.
Seven years following his death, Tariq's fiancee, Jennifer, took her own life.
"She was never able to bounce back," said Khamisa.
Khamisa's plan to forgive Hicks was set in motion a few months after the shooting when he met Hicks's grandfather, Ples Felix, in the office of Hicks's defense lawyer. Khamisa asked Felix to help him carry out his mission through the Tariq Khamisa Foundation. Felix was on board.
For the past 28 years, the unlikely pair have spoken at hundreds of school assemblies and events, as well as in prisons. In various forums, they have recounted the tragic tale that bonded them.
"I do believe that we all, at some point, have to learn to forgive," Khamisa said. "If we had enough people forgiving, that would shift society."

From left, Ples Felix, Azim Khamisa and Jereme Umali, all of the Tariq Khamisa Foundation, lead an audience of middle school students at Southwest Middle School in the Peace Pledge at a school assembly on November 16, 2018 in San Diego County.  (Peggy Peattie for The Washington Post)


Khamisa also sought to connect with Hicks shortly after the murder to forgive him face-to-face.
Hicks, then an eighth-grader, became the youngest person in California to be tried as an adult and was sentenced to 25 years to life in prison. Initially, when Khamisa requested to meet him and express forgiveness, Hicks declined.
"It was not something I was comfortable with, but it was something that I knew needed to be done at some point," said Hicks, now 43. "I didn't feel that I deserved to be forgiven for what I had done."

Ples Felix, left, and Azim Khamisa say farewell after presenting their Tariq Khamisa Foundation assembly at Southwest Middle School on November 16, 2018 in San Diego County. (Peggy Peattie for The Washington Post)


Hicks struggled to process his emotions, he said. He felt numb.
"Prison, a lot of times, isn't conducive to having these emotional epiphanies about your life," he said.
Five years after the shooting, Hicks felt ready to meet Khamisa. He sat across from him at California's Folsom State Prison, and they spoke for six hours.
"That was one of the most difficult conversations that I've had to have with anybody," said Hicks, adding that Khamisa asked him about the night he murdered his son -- and the circumstances that led him to pull the trigger.
Hicks's mother gave birth to him when she was 14 years old. His father wasn't in his life.
"I come from what would be considered a gang background," said Hicks, who joined a gang in sixth grade. "The majority of my family members were gang-involved."
Hicks's mother sent him to live with his grandfather when he was 9, and "sending me away made me feel like I was being abandoned," he said.
The day that Hicks killed Tariq, he had run away from his grandfather's home in San Diego. His grandfather was strict, which was a tough transition from his mother's more hands-off approach to parenting.
"What was going through my head was a lot of pain and anger," Hicks said. "I was focused on maintaining the last familial relationships that I felt like I had in my life; that was my friends at the time, and the guys I ran with."

Ples Felix talks in 2018 about his grandson Tony Hicks, pictured on screen, having made bad choices as a 14-year-old. (Peggy Peattie for The Washington Post)


When fellow gang members urged him to pull the trigger that night, "I didn't give it any thought," he said.
As Hicks spoke, Khamisa said he felt a connection to him.
"I'm looking in his eyes, and he held my glance for what seemed like an uncomfortable time," Khamisa said. "I was able to climb through his eyes and touch his humanity."
At the end of their discussion, Khamisa told Hicks he forgave him. He also encouraged him to take part in the Tariq Khamisa Foundation upon his release.
"Forgiveness can be very freeing," said Khamisa, explaining that when he left the prison that day, he felt markedly lighter.
Hicks said he felt lighter, too.
"No adults in my life spoke about forgiveness in that way," he said. "Azim's ability to forgive me provided me with the space to begin to forgive myself and forgive those people in my life that hurt me."
Hicks said his self-examination was slow and painful.
While in prison, Hicks stayed in touch with Khamisa. And after a time, Khamisa's daughter also reached out to Hicks.
It took her 20 years of wrestling with the agony of losing her brother, but like her father, Tasreen Khamisa came to understand that Tariq wasn't the only victim in the shooting.

Tasreen Khamisa with Hicks. (Matthew Iske)


Soon, Tasreen Khamisa, 51, started having weekly calls with Hicks while he was in prison. "I felt a strong responsibility to make sure that Tony was also going to have the opportunity to heal and find his purpose," she said.
Hicks's grandfather and the Khamisas became his support system while he was incarcerated. They spent years lobbying for his release.
"My attitude to the commissioner was: Tony has work to do, and that work is not behind bars," said Azim Khamisa. "The commissioner was very touched that the victim's father and sister advocated for the offender's release."
After 24 years in prison, Hicks was granted parole and released in 2019 at age 38.
"That was an amazing outcome," said Azim Khamisa.

Tasreen Khamisa and Azim Khamisa visiting Tony Hicks in prison in 2018. (Courtesy of Tariq Khamisa Foundation)


Since his release, Hicks -- who has developed a stronger relationship with both his parents in recent years -- has served on the board of the Tariq Khamisa Foundation, and he speaks at conferences and schools about his life story. He encourages students to avoid the path he took, and he reminds them that they can change the course of their lives.
Hicks is also a plumber, and he said he is rebuilding his life.
"It's been a very slow process," he said. "I'm doing really well over the last five years."
Much of that is because of the Khamisas, who he considers family.
"Family isn't always blood," Hicks said.

Ples Felix, left, with his grandson, Tony Hicks and Azim and Tasreen Khamisa. (Matthew Iske)


The Khamisas say Hicks has become an important member of their family.
"I see him as a son," said Azim Khamisa.
"I feel like he's my soul brother," said Tasreen Khamisa, the executive director of the Tariq Khamisa Foundation.
Often, Azim Khamisa places a photo of Tariq across from him while he eats dinner. He lights a candle next to his son.
"I talk to him, and he talks back," Azim Khamisa said.
Tariq tells him he's proud of his decision to forgive, and that it has inspired others to do the same.
"I know that in the future, Tariq and Tony will meet hand in hand," Azim Khamisa said.
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Despite 'model minority' trope, 1 in 10 Asian Americans live in poverty
To properly direct government help and resources to the people who need it most, data should be split up among the many groups that represent the overall Asian population in America, advocates say.
By Rachel  Hatzipanagos | 2024-04-18

An envelope containing a 2020 census letter mailed to a U.S. resident in Detroit. For the first time in 27 years, the U.S. government in 2024 changed how it categorizes people by race and ethnicity, an effort federal officials believe will more accurately count residents who identify as Hispanic and of Middle Eastern and North African heritage. (Paul Sancya/AP)


About US is a forum to explore issues of race and identity in the United States. Sign up for the newsletter.
When the Office of Management and Budget recently announced it was adding new racial and ethnic categories to the Census for the first time in 27 years, large Asian American advocacy groups rejoiced.
Asian Americans who traditionally only had one option when identifying their race -- Asian -- would soon have more options to identify themselves. The next Census will also allow them to identify their country of origin: Chinese, Asian Indian, Filipino, Vietnamese, Korean, or Japanese.
The changes are key to dismantling what many in the Asian American community call the "model minority myth," activists say.
The myth, a set of stereotypes which casts Asians as more hard-working, quiet and more successful than other groups, paints an inaccurate portrait of the fastest-growing racial group in the United States with origins in 19 countries, they say. It also clouds the many problems Asian Americans face such as poverty, especially in refugee populations, advocates say.
"The model minority type is a mixed bag in a way," said Ellen Wu, said associate professor in history at Indiana University Bloomington. "On the one hand, it's allowed Asian Americans to escape the most extreme versions of everyday violence and discrimination ... But really, it's been a lot more detrimental."
Asian Americans generally fare well economically compared to the overall U.S. population. In 2019, the median annual household income for an Asian American family was $85,800, compared with $61,800 among all U.S. households, according to the Pew Research Center.
However, income levels vary widely among Asian Americans. Among households headed by Burmese Americans, the average household income is $44,400; for Indian Americans, it's $119,000. Filipino households earned an average of $90,400, while Nepalese households made $55,000.
More than 2.3 million Asian Americans, at least one in 10, lived in poverty in 2022, according to a new Pew study.
To properly direct government help and resources to the people who need it most, data should be split up among the many groups that represent the overall Asian population in America, advocates say.
"Disaggregation of data is needed for Asian American communities because the model minority myth is a very real thing for us," said May yer Thao, president and chief executive of the Hmong American Partnership, or HAP, a nonprofit serving immigrants and refugee communities in St. Paul, Minn.
The collection of more detailed data about the country's Asian population is among several big changes the OMB announced to the next Census in 2030.

The previous standard questions asking about race and ethnicity data, based of 1997 standards from the Office of Management and Budget. (Office of Management and Budget/Office of Management and Budget )



A sample of a form asking the reader about their race and identity that meets the new standards from the Office of Management and Budget. (Office of Management and Budget)


The country's Middle Eastern and North African population, or MENA, will be recognized as a distinct ethnic identity for the first time.
Traditionally the Census has asked people to identify their race and ethnicity separately. Now, they will be part of the same question. So Latinos, for example, will be able to identify as such without having to also identify as a separate race, such as Black or White.
The term "Far East" will also not appear in the next Census and will be replaced with "Central or East Asia."
While the changes have been heralded by many advocacy groups, some say they doesn't go far enough. The disaggregation of data should also be done on a state and local level, Quyen Dinh, executive director of the Southeast Asia Resource Action Center, said.
The OMB declined to comment on whether it would be collecting enough data. An 2023 White House policy statement on advancing Asian American communities, included data disaggregation among its goals. "To ensure that [Asian American] and [Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander] populations are empowered by and benefit from federal programs, surveys, and equity assessments, federal data collection should include greater disaggregation of data," the report reads.
So far, 13 states have at least one law on the books that require disaggregation of race or ethnicity data. Four of these laws were passed in 2023 -- in Hawaii, Illinois, Massachusetts, and Nevada, according to a 2023 report from the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights.
At least 21 states are currently considering laws relating to data disaggregation by race and ethnicity, including Alabama, Indiana and Vermont, according to the leadership conference.
But not everyone supports this approach. Asian Americans for Equal Rights worries about the privacy implications of collecting such data, said Helen Yang, vice president of the group.
"Data is a double-edged sword," Yang said. "Of course, having data is good. But how are you going to use that data?"
Yang, who is Chinese American and immigrated to the United States in the 1990s to study electrical engineering, said that she is concerned that more refined data could be used by law enforcement and other government entities to target Chinese Americans during the ongoing tension between the United States and China.
"When something goes wrong and people are looking for someone to blame, they are immediately going to think of us," Yang said, pointing to the increase in hate crime incidents during the pandemic as a recent example of people targeting Chinese Americans.
To direct government aid to the people who need it most, it may be more helpful to ask people about the language they speak at home, Yang said. Overall, 72 percent of Asians speak English proficiently, according to Pew. But while 95 percent of U.S.-born Asians speak English, just 57 percent of Asian immigrants do the same. Those differences in language acquisition can make a significant difference in someone's economic success, advocates say.
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He spent 20 years trying to buy back his grandma's 'Passionate Pink' Mustang
Sam McGee, 48, spent more than 20 years trying to buy his late grandmother's 1968 "Passionate Pink" Mustang. He's using it for suicide prevention awareness.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-04-18

Sam McGee, 48, talks about the years he spent trying to buy back his late grandmother's 1968 "Passionate Pink" Mustang in the documentary "One of One," produced by students at Samuel V. Champion High School in Boerne, Tex. McGee is using the car and its backstory for suicide prevention awareness. (Miyoko McDonald, Silas Wood and Blake Brixey)


Sam McGee picked up the phone in 2022 and dialed the same number he'd called every year for decades. He had the same question he'd been asking for 20 years: Could his family buy back his late grandmother's Ford Mustang that had been sold in 1973 to pay for her funeral expenses?
Since 2001, the answer had been the same. Although the nuance fluctuated from firm denials to "maybe someday" to "I'll think about it," the bottom line had always been no. But in May 2022, McGee told the owner, whose family had kept the car for nearly 50 years, that he was considering buying a similar pink Mustang in Houston, about 200 miles east of him in Boerne, a city outside San Antonio.
"But I really want my grandmother's. Let me know if you're willing to sell it," McGee recalled telling her. "She said: 'Let me think about it a few days.'"
McGee, now 48, would have to wait to learn the fate of his decades-long mission, which was first reported by the San Antonio Express-News and recently covered by the Wall Street Journal. Even though he had never met his grandmother Eva Marie Corcoran, who died by suicide at the age of 42, McGee felt the hole her death and the loss of her cherished "Passionate Pink" Mustang had left in his family. A Mustang aficionado himself, McGee had felt compelled to recover the family vehicle. He also wanted to use the car to raise awareness about suicide prevention.
Since he believes the car, with its pink exterior and its houndstooth top, is unique, McGee eventually named the suicide prevention campaign "You Are One of One."
"I want it to be a rolling tribute to my grandmother," he said.
McGee first learned of his grandmother's car in the early 1990s while restoring a 1966 Mustang with his dad in high school. As they repaired it on evenings and weekends, his father would occasionally talk about his mother's pink Mustang with an unusual black-and-white checkered top. Since his mother's death had clearly traumatized his father, McGee said he didn't press for more information.
When the internet had become more commonplace by the end of the decade, McGee researched his grandmother's 1968 Mustang. He learned the car was part of a promotion during the first four months of that year in which Ford released different colored Mustangs each month. In February, that color was pink.
McGee believes it was one of only a handful of pink Mustangs sold in the Denver area, where his grandmother lived at the time, and further research led him to believe it was the only one with the houndstooth top.
Around 2001, his grandfather told him the car had been sold to a couple in Selden, Kan., near where McGee's parents were from. McGee found their number and gave them a call. They confirmed the family had bought the car nearly 30 years earlier and still had it. They told McGee they had no intention of selling it but said he could call every year to keep asking.
McGee did so without fail through the Bush, Obama and Trump administrations and into the first part of President Biden's. Every May, McGee called, and every May, he received a polite rejection.
Some high points broke up the many rejections. In 2007, McGee traveled to Kansas for his grandfather's 80th birthday. Knowing he would be within 40 miles of the car, he asked the owner if he could come by and see it and she agreed. He and his wife made the detour. During the trip, he learned that the car had 53,000 miles on it, had all original parts and had been perfectly preserved. McGee got a picture with the car, sat in the driver's seat and started the engine.
"It kind of just lit my passion on fire," he said.
During a 2021 trip to Colorado for a family wedding, McGee and his father made a 700-mile side trip to see the car. It was the first time McGee's dad had seen it since 1972, when he watched his mother drive it off into the sunset en route to a new life in Denver. It was also the last time he saw his mom alive.
"At that point, I knew I just had to get this thing back," McGee said.
But he didn't -- not at that meeting. McGee once again asked the owner to sell and once again was rejected.
Then May 2022 rolled around. McGee made his annual phone call to deliver his quasi-ultimatum involving the other pink Mustang that prompted the owner to take some time to think about it. A few days later, she called back -- she would sell.
McGee said he thinks the owner finally sold him the Mustang because, although it had been driven by her family through two generations, it had been sitting in a barn and then a storage unit for about 15 years. It wasn't being used or worked on. Plus, she seemed to be moved by the McGee family's connection to the car and his plan to use it to help people in crisis, McGee said.
Soon after, McGee and his father drove two days and some 800 miles from Boerne, Tex., to the owner's home in Selden, Kan. During the trip, McGee's father opened up about learning that his mother had died as he was about to graduate from the University of Kansas and start a life with his wife and 2-year-old daughter. He told McGee of Eva's upbringing -- about how her aunt and uncle raised her after her own mother died when she was young and about how she poured her love into the well-being of her children.
McGee said he believes his father's views on suicide shifted, from a taboo subject to something that could be averted if openly talked about.
"It was kind of the ultimate father-son road trip," McGee said.
Because of his grandmother, McGee serves as a board member for Hill Country Family Services, a nonprofit that embeds mental health officers with the local sheriff's department to help families in crisis. He's brought the car to raise awareness of the 988 national crisis hotline and end the stigma associated with talking about mental health. In November, he plans to take it to a "Out of the Darkness" fundraising run organized by the South Texas chapter of the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.
"We plan on using this car for a long time. It's not going to sit in a museum. It's going to be used for good things," he said.
McGee sees it as a way to honor his grandmother with something that brought her joy more than a half-century ago and that brings him joy now.
"For me, even though it was my grandmother I never knew, it was definitely a little bit of a hole in our family history, and a little bit of a hole in our family's dynamic -- something that didn't get talked about a lot.
"And so by getting that car, in some ways, I kind of felt like I was bringing her back."
If you or someone you know needs help, visit 988lifeline.org or call or text the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline at 988.
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Majority Latino city endures years of toxic water in health 'crisis'
After repeated violations, the state has stepped in -- but the problems are a reminder that safe water is not available to all Americans
By Silvia Foster-Frau | 2024-04-18
SUNLAND PARK, N.M. -- Rosana Monge clutched her husband's death certificate and an envelope of his medical records as she approached the microphone and faced members of the water utility board on a recent Monday in this city in southeast New Mexico.
"I have proof here of arsenic tests -- positive on him, that were done by the Veterans Administration," she testified about her husband, whose 2023 records show he had been diagnosed with "exposure to arsenic" before his death in February at age 79. "What I'm asking is for a health assessment of the community."
State and federal records show that in each of the last 16 years, drinking water samples tested in this 17,400-person town near the Texas border have contained illegally high levels of arsenic, including in 2016 when levels reached five times the legal limit.
Naturally occurring in the soil in New Mexico, arsenic seeps into the groundwater used for drinking. In water, arsenic has no taste, odor or color -- but can be removed with treatment. Over time, it can cause a variety of health problems, including cancer, diabetes and heart disease, endangering the lives of people in this low-income and overwhelmingly Latino community.
The Environmental Protection Agency has assessed Sunland Park's water operator, the Camino Real Regional Utility Authority (CRRUA), with 120 "violation points" over the last five years, a calculation based both on the number of times the utility has violated federal standards and the level of seriousness of the violations. For utilities serving at least 10,000 people that recently had a health-related violation, the tally was second only to the 182 points collected by Jackson, Miss., where problems with the drinking water earned national attention in 2022. Sunland Park has even more issues the EPA considers unresolved than Jackson.
Anne Nigra, a professor at Columbia University who focuses on the impacts of arsenic-ladled water on Latino communities and reviewed the utility's federally mandated water reports, called the situation in the New Mexico town "a public health crisis."
Experts who reviewed Joe Monge's medical records said his levels were elevated but not extraordinarily so. A single lab test, however, cannot measure long-term effects of arsenic exposure, and Rosana Monge, 65, and others in this town are convinced the elevated arsenic levels are responsible for health problems including skin lesions and fetal development complications. Despite their pleas at public meetings and elsewhere, they believe the utility has not been taking the issue seriously.
It is not entirely clear why arsenic has been allowed to seep into the water in Sunland Park year after year, though problems with infrastructure, lax enforcement of regulations and general inattention to the problem appear to be contributing factors.

A grassroots group of women collect signatures from other residents calling for the resignation of Camino Real Regional Utility Authority (CRRUA) board members who also sit on the City Council at Dona Ana Community College in Sunland Park. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Irene Rodriguez, left, collects signatures calling for the resignations at CRRUA. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Fifty years after the Safe Drinking Water Act established legal limits for toxins such as arsenic in Americans' drinking water, some public health experts and former EPA officials say politics and money have played an outsize role in how the agency determines maximum levels of contaminants allowed in drinking water. What's more, they say some communities across the country repeatedly exceed those levels: More than 7,400 public utilities reported a violation every quarter for the last three years, according to an analysis of the EPA's enforcement and compliance database.
Those most impacted, experts say, are low-income areas and communities of color, such as Sunland Park, which is 94 percent Latino. Studies show Latinos are exposed to arsenic in their drinking water at higher rates than any other racial or ethnic group, even when controlling for socioeconomic factors. Similarly, Black Americans are disproportionately impacted by lead contamination in their water.
The resulting picture, experts say, is that the world's wealthiest nation fails to consistently deliver to all its residents one of the most fundamental necessities for human life: safe drinking water.
"Why haven't we solved these problems? Because we don't want to," said Ronnie Levin, a Harvard professor who was a scientist at the EPA for more than 30 years. "It's shameful."
Udell Vigil, a spokesman for Sunland Park's utility, said in a statement the system is challenged by aging infrastructure, new development in the area and a statewide shortage of certified utility operators. He declined to answer questions about arsenic due to the potential of a lawsuit over the issue.
EPA spokesman Nick Conger said ensuring safe drinking water is a "top priority" for the agency, which is making enforcement of the legal limits a priority, and new federal infrastructure investments will help.
In Sunland Park, residents' complaints mounted in December when caustic soda, used to treat water for arsenic, was dumped into the water at unsafe levels as a result of what officials said was a plant malfunction. CRRUA's director abruptly retired, and the state's environmental agency levied a fine.
"I think they were mismanaging at a significant level," said John Rhoderick, director of the New Mexico Environmental Department's water protection division, adding that the system is now "on notice."
Some residents have now taken the first steps toward filing a lawsuit.
"This is a classic example of government at every level failing to protect public health for an inexcusable period of time," said Erik Olson, a former attorney for the EPA who is now a senior health strategist and advocate at the Natural Resources Defense Council. "It's outrageous it has been allowed to continue for well over a decade."

An arsenic treatment plant used by CRRUA is seen at sunset just outside Sunland Park in Santa Teresa, N.M. State investigators found last year that the plants operated by CRRUA to separate arsenic from the water "have been offline and bypassed for over a year." (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Naturally-occurring arsenic exists in pockets throughout the United States and particularly in the southwest, requiring municipalities to set up treatment plants that use varying techniques and chemicals to separate the arsenic from the water and extract it. The utility serving Sunland Park and the nearby Santa Teresa neighborhood has four such plants.
Because arsenic is completely soluble and easily absorbed by the body, standard tests for water quality sold in stores do not typically detect it, and its range of damage to the human body is expansive. Chronic exposure can cause cancer of the skin, lung and bladder, among other kinds, as well as heart disease. It's also associated with cognitive impairment, kidney disease, diabetes and lasting harm to fetal development. Ana Navas-Acien, professor of environmental health sciences at Columbia University, called arsenic "one of the most potent carcinogens" found in the environment.
The EPA's history of regulating arsenic is typical of how the agency has dealt with other water toxins, former EPA officials said. After the Safe Drinking Water Act was first adopted in 1974, the arsenic level was set at 50 parts per billion (ppb) -- or 50 micrograms of arsenic per liter of water. Even then, former officials said evidence had emerged from the scientific community demonstrating its detrimental effects on the human body and suggesting public health would be improved by a lower level.
The level was lowered once, in 2001, to 10 ppb, but some experts believe it is still too high.

Joseph Monge collects water bottles at a Sam's Club in El Paso. Monge drives to buy water roughly twice a week spending about 30 dollars a trip to provide clean water for his family and dogs out of concern about arsenic in the tap water in Sunland Park. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Joseph Monge fills a jug at a water filling station in El Paso. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


While the EPA sets federal toxin levels, nearly all states -- including New Mexico -- bear the responsibility for monitoring public water utilities and flagging violations, officials said. States can also set their own contaminant standards as long as they are not looser than the EPA's. New Jersey and New Hampshire have the level at 5 ppb for their states, as do some European countries.
"There was a lot of pressure from industry," said James Elder, who worked at the EPA for 24 years and headed its Office of Groundwater and Drinking Water in the early 1990s, where he advocated for lowering toxin limits. "The history of arsenic is exemplary of how tortuous the process still is in regulating contaminants in drinking water."
Regularly consuming drinking water with just 3 ppb of arsenic creates a 1 in 1,000 increased risk of bladder or lung cancer, according to a 2001 National Academy of Sciences report. "With carcinogens ... there is basically no safe limit," said Sydney Evans, a senior science analyst at the Environmental Working Group, an environmental research and advocacy group.
Last week, the EPA set a limit for a new drinking water contaminant, known as PFAS or forever chemicals -- the first time the agency has set a water standard for a new contaminant since 1996.

Rosana Monge takes her grandson Jax to school. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Sunland Park was founded in 1984, a decade after the passage of the Safe Drinking Water Act. Bordering Texas and Mexico, the town lies in stark desert terrain among beige mountains dotted with brush. The city is laid out as a collection of neighborhoods that dot McNutt Road like a string of pearls lying alongside the Mexico border. Cargo trains wind through the tall mountains, as does a multimillion-dollar wall along the international border, erected from private funds raised by an organization chaired by former Trump White House strategist Stephen K. Bannon.
A limestone cross that glimmers in the near-constant sun here sits atop Mount Cristo Rey, a popular mountain for pilgrims in this Catholic-dominant region. It overlooks a city where many residents say they have been concerned about the water for decades.
In the 1980s, the worry was a landfill and its accompanying incinerator that burned medical supply waste from New Mexico and El Paso. The residents said their health suffered from the water and air pollution it created.
Monge and her husband were among a group of more than a hundred residents, called the Concerned Citizens of Sunland Park, who spoke out against a permit for the landfill.
The protesters sold gorditas and other homemade food to pay for trips to the state's capitol in Santa Fe to protest the permit. They blocked traffic and called for public hearings. Newspapers around this time reported children who were born with brain defects, as well as worms and high lead levels in tap water. Finally, in 1991, the incinerator company's permit was denied and the state required the landfill to install a new liner to protect groundwater.

Isabel Santos shows documentation of decades of water issues in Sunland Park. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Rosana Monge, left, and Santos talk about CRRUA and the history of water concerns in Sunland Park. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Today, Sunland Park remains a working-class community where 84 percent speak Spanish at home, with more than double the national poverty and uninsured rates, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. In a place with few professional opportunities for young people, some of the loudest voices about the water quality are the same voices that spoke up more than 30 years ago: what's left of the Concerned Citizens protesters -- retirees who are no longer working full-time and know the city's history.
"Back then the people were stronger. Nowadays, many people are older and we can't even carry the gallons" of store-bought water, said Elvia Acevedo, 65, in her living room where cases of bottled water are stacked. "I want to fight and get justice. For those who can no longer."
It's not entirely clear how the problems with arsenic in the water began, but state and federal databases show violations piled up for years, even before several regional utilities were combined to form CRRUA in 2009.
At the state level, the New Mexico Environment Department is controlled by Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, a Democrat elected in 2018. Matt Maez, a spokesman for the department, said the state has struggled to fix the city's water because of budget cuts enacted under Lujan Grisham's Republican predecessor, Susana Martinez.
Several of CRRUA's seven board members, most of whom are elected officials, declined to comment. One, Alberto Jaramillo, who is also a city councilor, told The Washington Post he only recently learned about the area's history of elevated arsenic. But he said he drinks the tap water and believes it is safe.
"I haven't read what arsenic does to your body over time, but if somebody says that I got cancer because of this or that, I want to see the proof," Jaramillo said.

Joseph Monge pours bottled water for his dogs. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Sunland Park residents woke up one morning at the end of November and turned on their sink faucets and shower heads to see a slimy, oily goo emerging from their taps. Residents reported the problem immediately but that day passed, and then the next, and CRRUA said nothing. Finally, on the fourth day, CRRUA and Dona Ana County issued a notice that the water was not safe to drink, and had not been for days.
Local officials doled out bottled water. State officials investigated, discovering that the machine in charge of releasing caustic soda, used to treat arsenic, had malfunctioned, causing an unhealthy amount of pH buildup in the water. In all, residents were without potable water for six days.
As state officials investigated, they found something else: The water had illegally high levels of arsenic. Three of the four arsenic plants "have been offline and bypassed for over a year," the state said in a violation notice it sent to CRRUA, which did not account for the arsenic violations occurring in prior years.
CRRUA's executive director, Brent Westmoreland, retired in December. He did not respond to requests for comment.
In January, the New Mexico Environmental Department issued a report that found 58 "significant deficiencies" in CRRUA's water system. The state is now cracking down, levying a $251,580 fine in March. Then, a top environmental official sent a letter to the state's attorney general and auditor urging an investigation into CRRUA for "potential violations of consumer protection laws and possible waste, fraud, and abuse of state and federal funds."
State investigators also paid an unannounced visit to Sunland Park on March 15 and took 10 water samples, finding one was above legal arsenic limits. The state has now demanded CRRUA turn over records related to its water testing.
CRRUA is appealing the state's administrative order. In a letter to the state, CRRUA board chair Susana Chaparro said the utility was proud of "ongoing improvements" since January. "What we were handed did not occur overnight and cannot be fixed overnight," she said.

Joseph Monge hugs his son after returning from a trip to buy water. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Joseph Monge and his son Jax brush their teeth with bottled water. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The water utility also recently hired its first public information officer to communicate with its customers. Its website is now regularly updated, and notices have begun to go out with Spanish translations. CRRUA recently posted a video demonstrating how its staff samples water to test for arsenic. The utility's interim executive director Juan Carlos Crosby said in a county board meeting on April 9 that CRRUA was more than halfway through correcting the deficiencies identified by the state and is now testing for arsenic twice a month.
Eric Lopez, a consultant who recently began overseeing the arsenic plants, said CRRUA is also adding new technology to be able to monitor the water's chemical and contaminant levels remotely.
But many residents are unconvinced that change will come without more dramatic intervention from state or federal agencies. Resident Lorenzo Villescas, 68, said officials had a playbook for what was happening in Sunland Park.
"I compare this to Flint," he said, referring to the Michigan city where problems with lead in the water sparked national outrage 10 years ago this month. There, "the authorities denied it was bad, too."
Residents have been pleased by the new attention from state and local officials in recent months but have wondered if it's only come about because newer and wealthier residents in growing developments around the city have also now been affected.
"They discovered this now because the water came out bad in the new areas, where the rich people live," said Isabel Santos, 65, a former interim mayor and city council member who was also once president of the Concerned Citizens of Sunland Park and now wants to revive the group.

Rosana Monge, her son Joseph, and grandson Jax help her as they walk away from the casket of Joe Monge during a burial service at Arlington National Cemetery. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Villescas has lesions on his skin and wonders if it is from drinking the arsenic-laden water. So does Maria Lucero, 66, whose family helped found this town but is now looking to move out because of the water.
Irene Rodriguez, 62, is surrounded by cancer: Her husband, her mother and three of her four siblings were diagnosed with it. They only recently started to wonder if their water was to blame. She has stopped even brushing her teeth with it.
Ofelia Garcia, 81, said many of her friends and neighbors have died of thyroid cancer. "A lot of people down here die from cancer. But we don't know if it's from the water for sure," she said.
At a ranch full of high-end horses that compete at a local racetrack, horses kept dying, said a former employee who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of offending the utility. He said he quit and now only gives the horses he raises bottled drinking water.
Acevedo said she drank the tap water here for a long time, including when she was pregnant with her son Mikey. She said he was born with Down syndrome as well as thyroid problems, asthma and diabetes, while her other two children, who were born in California before she moved to Sunland Park, were born healthy.
In March, three friends of hers who were born and raised in Sunland Park died of cancer. She blames the water.
"People are dying from this," she said. "We're paying for something that's poisoning us."
With residents distrustful of the utility, it is common in Sunland Park to see water bottles piled up in garbage cans and stacked by the dozens in living rooms and kitchens. Some people drive to nearby El Paso for water while others say they boil the water before use, which experts said actually concentrates arsenic rather than removing it.
In a door-to-door survey conducted by Empowerment Congress in March, 317 out of 490 people said they were not using the tap water to drink or cook.

Family members watch as the casket arrives during Joe Monge's burial service. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Rosana Monge, her son Joseph, and grand children Joseph III, right, and Jax, center, stand at Joe Monge's casket. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


About 11 years ago, Monge's husband developed prostate and thyroid cancer. Several years ago, he began to hallucinate and grew weak. She took him from doctor to doctor in hopes of finding out what was wrong. His February death was officially attributed to Parkinson's disease. A bugler played "Taps" before the decorated Vietnam War veteran was buried on a crisp March morning in Arlington National Cemetery.
Monge, who has lived in town for over 40 years, now wonders if other conditions in her family -- one of her daughters was born premature at two pounds, another one developed a tumor in her late teens, while Monge herself was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis -- could be related to prolonged arsenic exposure.
Experts say arsenic can cause many of the conditions cited by residents though such diseases are also rampant in low-income communities of color even without dangerous water conditions. "There's a lot of parts of injustice in poor, Latino communities. ... But how do you just nail down one? How do you just say -- look, is this the thing that's killing you?" asked Israel Chavez, a lawyer representing residents.
After Monge spoke at the CRRUA board meeting about her late husband, Vivian Fuller, a field organizer for Empowerment Congress, cast aside her pre-written notes for public comments, and issued a new plea to the board members.
"People are dying. Our community is dying," she said. "There's nothing that we can do unless you all help us."

A sign for a water filtration company referencing arsenic in the public water is seen on the side of the road near new housing developments in Sunland Park. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)
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After Iran's attack on Israel, now fears over escalation at Lebanese border
Iran's unprecedented direct attack on Israel could upset the delicate balance on the northern border where Iranian-backed Hezbollah has spent the Gaza war skirmishing with Israeli forces.
By Sarah Dadouch, Shira Rubin | 2024-04-18

A destroyed vehicle stands outside a damaged community center, the day after Hezbollah launched missiles and drones at the Bedouin village of Arab al-Aramshe, amid ongoing cross-border hostilities between Hezbollah and Israel, in northern Israel on Thursday. (Hannah McKay/Reuters)


BEIRUT -- The Iranian strike on Israel over the weekend has refocused attention on the border with Lebanon where Iran's ally, Hezbollah, has long been fighting a muted war that could be the target of an Israeli retaliation.
The Israel Defense Forces and Hezbollah, both a military force and Lebanon's strongest political party, have been regularly skirmishing since Hamas's Oct. 7 blitz into Israel. Attacks have ebbed and flowed as the war in Gaza dragged on, punctuated by U.S. stabs at negotiating a diplomatic solution to resolve long-standing security issues.
But the unprecedented direct Iranian attack on Israel Saturday could upset the delicate balance of tit-for-tat attacks, with recent incidents suggesting that the way could be open for a long threatened Israeli assault.
It is an assault Hezbollah appears not to want, as evidenced by its delayed statement extending congratulations on the Iranian attack -- which it, significantly, did not participate in. 
A full blown war with Israel, which would devastate a Lebanon already beset by an economic crisis, would weaken Hezbollah's position in the country. That said, while the group has claimed it does not want a new war, it says it is ready for one.
A series of explosions in the Lebanese territory of Tel Ismail caught several Israeli soldiers from the Golani Brigade that had crossed the border, Hezbollah announced Monday. The statement described how it had sown the area with explosive devices after monitoring Israeli movements and anticipating an infiltration.
"They are preparing the northern front," a senior Israeli security official said, confirming to The Washington Post that the soldiers were injured inside Lebanon. Speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss confidential military plans, he said that following Israel's retaliation against Iran, it is likely that "Iranian leaders will instruct Hezbollah to activate. We have to be ready for next week."
The week has since seen a particularly violent escalation on the border with a string of attacks and retaliations that could escalate into a full blown operation. On Tuesday, Israeli strikes killed three members of Hezbollah, including a field commander.
Hezbollah then responded Wednesday with a drone and missile attack on the Israeli border community of Arab al-Aramshe, wounding 18 Israeli soldiers, six of them severely. Israeli jets responded with strikes deep into Lebanon, north of the city of Baalbek in the Beqaa Valley, some 60 miles inside the country, hitting what it said was the infrastructure of Hezbollah's air defense capabilities.
"If we thought, before the Iranian attack, that we had time to deal with Hezbollah, now the clock is ticking faster," said the Israeli official. "Israeli tolerance for Hezbollah is about to end."
Hezbollah's military capabilities dwarf those of Hamas, which Israel has been battling for the past six months with the avowed goal of dismantling the whole organization.
Israeli officials say the group has been preparing for combat with Israel for years and estimate it has 100,000 missiles in its arsenal, including mid- and long-range capabilities as well as an extensive subterranean tunnel system.

Lebanese villagers pass by a building which was destroyed by Israeli shelling, in Kfar Kila, a Lebanese border village with Israel, south Lebanon, on Thursday. (Mohammad Zaatari/AP)


Since the month-long Israel-Lebanon war in 2006, Iran has dramatically rearmed the Hezbollah, the Israeli security source said. The group also gained invaluable combat experience through its intervention in the Syrian civil war next door, where it helped prop up the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.
However, the Israeli official emphasized that the IDF has gained its own experience from the war in Gaza and would be sure not to let Hezbollah rebuild this time around -- "this time, it has to work."
Any conflict would likely be much worse than the 2006 war which killed around 250 Hezbollah members, by the group's count, and nearly 1,000 Lebanese civilians. Already in the skirmishes to date, Hezbollah has reported 270 of its members killed. Approximately 60 civilians have been killed also. At least 11 Israeli soldiers and four civilians have been killed, according to Israel.
Lebanon's civilians, especially those in the south, have braced themselves every summer since the war for a renewed onslaught, and this time their fears may come to life. The south is already being bombarded on a near daily basis, specifically targeting lands and houses owned by Shiites, said a senior Lebanese official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. Hezbollah draws its main support from Lebanon's Shiite community.
One aim for the bombardment could be to create a de facto no man's land in the south, making it more difficult for residents to return to destroyed houses and farming lands, the official said.
For the past six months, the United States has been trying to head off any conflict by pushing through a deal between the two sides to demarcate the land borders, push Hezbollah forces away from the border and intensify the Lebanese army presence in the border area.
White House envoy Amos Hochstein has led the negotiation efforts to broker the deal, meeting with Israeli officials and negotiating with Hezbollah via Lebanese intermediaries.
Both sides have stymied negotiations: Israel has refused to budge on some sticking points, Western and Lebanese officials said, and Hezbollah has repeatedly publicly and privately asserted that it will not continue such negotiations until a cease-fire is reached in Gaza.
Rubin reported from Tel Aviv.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/04/18/hezbollah-israel-lebanon-iran-war/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Middle East conflict live updates: Netanyahu says only Israel will decide Iran response; Tehran 'not looking for' escalation
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel will "make our decisions ourselves" after top diplomats from Britain and Germany urged restraint.
By Frances Vinall, Annabelle Timsit, Adam Taylor, Sammy Westfall, Jeff Stein, Caroline O'Donovan, Gerrit De Vynck, Susannah George, Samuel Granados, Laris Karklis, Nilo Tabrizy, Bryan Pietsch, Louisa Loveluck, Sufian Taha  | 2024-04-18
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel "will make our decisions ourselves" on how to respond to Iran's attack, after top diplomats from Britain and Germany along with the United States called for restraint to avoid a wider war. Iran's foreign minister said his country has sent Washington messages "through diplomatic channels mentioning that we are not looking for the escalation of tension in the region."
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Biden administration to reimpose oil and gas sanctions on Venezuela
U.S. officials say that President Nicolas Maduro has not upheld his end of the bargain to allow free and fair elections.
By Karen DeYoung, Samantha Schmidt | 2024-04-18

A pedestrian walks past a sign of Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A, and an image of Venezuelan independence hero Simon Bolivar, in Caracas, Venezuela, on March 20. (Ariana Cubillos/AP)


The Biden administration will reimpose oil and gas sanctions on Venezuela after President Nicolas Maduro failed to comply with a U.S.-backed agreement to allow opposition candidates and parties to run in July elections, the State Department said in a statement Wednesday.
A six-month general license, issued in October as part of a deal between Maduro and the Venezuelan opposition signed in October, is scheduled to expire at midnight Wednesday and will not be renewed, the officials said. The Treasury Department on Wednesday issued a new, limited license allowing businesses operating in Venezuela, including international oil companies, until May 31 to wind down their operations there.
The decision comes amid U.S. election year concerns that both global oil prices and the number of Venezuelan migrants seeking U.S. entry may increase as restrictions are reimposed on the primary source of Venezuela's income.
The Biden administration's temporary license allowed buyers from around the world to purchase Venezuelan crude and pay for it in U.S. dollars for the first time since former president Donald Trump's maximum-pressure policy -- with increased sanctions repeatedly upped during his administration -- effectively removed it from the international market. China, which ignored the U.S. sanctions, became Venezuela's main buyer and Iran its main supplier of chemicals needed to dilute and produce the country's heavy crude oil.
The revocation of the six-month general license does not affect the oil giant Chevron, which maintains significant operations in Venezuela and is allowed to extract oil and sell it in the United States under a separate license.
The Treasury Department is encouraging other companies to apply for "specific" licenses to continue or begin operations in or with Venezuela or engage in non-monetary swaps for oil, according to senior administration officials who briefed reporters in advance of the official statement on the condition of anonymity under White House rules. Unlike general licenses, the existence or terms of special licenses do not have to be made public.
"The administration is leaving the door open for U.S. and other Western companies to maintain a footprint in Venezuela," said Geoff Ramsey, a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council focused on Venezuela. "It's a delicate balance, but one that ensures that the White House retains leverage."
From an oil industry perspective, "this should do the job," said an adviser to energy companies engaged in the Venezuelan oil sector, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to protect the confidentiality of clients. While more cumbersome to regulate, the individual licenses would allow specific companies to sell Venezuelan oil on the open market and help prevent "sending Venezuela back into the hands of the Chinese, Iranians and Russians," the adviser said.
But another industry expert, former Obama administration coordinator for international energy affairs David L. Goldwyn, said that "unless specific licenses really alter what is permitted, China will benefit from cheap crude, Iran will benefit from increased product sales to Venezuela." Western companies, India and others who purchased Venezuelan heavy oil under the now-expired temporary license would "all be negatively affected," he said.
The U.S. could still decide to issue a new, more restrictive license or other types of sanctions relief at a later point if the Venezuelan government takes certain steps in the coming days, according to one person familiar with ongoing negotiations.
Any flexibility in the sanctions is likely to encounter blowback from lawmakers.
Seven Republican U.S. senators last week sent a letter to President Biden urging the administration to reinstate and "fully enforce all U.S. sanctions" against the Maduro government. "History has proven time and time again that appeasing dictators does not work," the senators wrote.
The Biden administration debated taking less drastic steps to show its displeasure with Maduro -- including the possibility of a more restrictive general license to replace the existing one that would have allowed foreign trade under certain circumstances. But the choice was "fundamentally based on the actions and non-actions of Venezuelan authorities," one official said.
"Despite delivering on some of the commitments made ... Maduro and his representatives prevented the democratic opposition from registering the candidate of their choice, harassed and intimidated political opponents, and unjustly detained numerous political actors and members of civil society," State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said in the statement.
Although Maduro's government "upheld certain aspects" of the agreement -- including setting the date for the presidential vote and taking initial steps to allow international electoral observers -- his government "has not followed through on the most critical" parts, another senior official said.
Chief among them is Maduro's disqualification of the leading opposition candidate, Maria Corina Machado, who a series of polls have indicated would easily beat Maduro, running for his third term as president. The government also refused to allow Machado's chosen substitute, 80-year-old philosophy professor Corina Yoris, to register.
Amnesty International this week condemned a "spike in arbitrary detentions, enforced disappearances, misuse of criminal law, violations of due process and fair trial guarantees, stigmatizing campaigns, and possible acts of torture against people perceived as critical of Nicolas Maduro's government."
In apparent violation of the Venezuelan constitution, the government has also placed restrictions on allowing absentee ballots for millions of Venezuelans living abroad, ruling that they must have permanent residency wherever they are living and a Venezuelan passport. Many of the migrants who have left the country for economic or political reasons in recent years have neither.
Delegations from the European Union and the Carter Center met with Venezuelan officials this week to discuss their electoral monitoring missions, but it is unclear whether they will be allowed access to independently assess the vote.
U.S. officials and Maduro representatives met multiple times since the agreement was signed to find a path forward. In Mexico City last week, the Biden administration continued to demand that Machado, or at least Yoris, be allowed to run and that Maduro release political prisoners, as agreed in the October deal signed by his government and opposition leaders in Barbados.
Maduro, in a national broadcast Monday night, accused the United States of failing to follow through on its commitments to lift all sanctions.
"We are going to keep moving forward with a license or without a license," Maduro said. "We are not a gringo colony, we are not your colony."
The opposition, meanwhile, is still scrambling to unite around a candidate who might be allowed to run against Maduro. Only three were allowed to register ahead of a deadline last month -- Edmundo Gonzalez, a former diplomat with minimal name recognition; Manuel Rosales, the 71-year-old governor of the state of Zulia; and Enrique Marquez, a former electoral official.
Rosales, who is seen by some as close to "chavismo" -- the left-wing, populist ideology tied to former president Hugo Chavez, who died in office and was replaced by Maduro in 2013 -- registered without opposition backing at the last minute. Since then, he has suggested that he would agree to step aside and offer his slot to a different candidate.
The fractious opposition parties have until Saturday, under election rules, to suggest a single substitute candidate on a unified platform. The question is whether they will be able to overcome their differences to agree to one person -- and whether the Maduro government would allow that candidate to run.
"If they do not put another candidate, I will continue with the Venezuelan flag held high to be the next president of Venezuela," Rosales said during a speech in Maracaibo in March. "There are two options here: either they appoint a candidate, or they support me. Without that support I will not run for president."
Machado has since offered to meet with Rosales and look for a solution.
Schmidt reported from Bogota, Colombia. Ana Vanessa Herrero in Caracas, Venezuela, contributed to this report.
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U.S. sanctions target Iran's drone production after attack on Israel
Treasury announces new sanctions on Tehran but seeks to contain broader conflict.
By Jeff Stein | 2024-04-18

Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen. (Kent Nishimura for The Washington Post) 


The Treasury Department on Thursday announced new sanctions on Iran in retaliation for its recent aerial attack against Israel, as the Biden administration seeks an economic rather than military response to Tehran.
Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen said the administration's actions would "degrade and disrupt" the Iranian drone program that targeted civilian populations in Israel. The sanctions also target Iranian steel production, a measure not taken by U.S. authorities since 2021. The United States has imposed sanctions on more than 600 Iranian-related entities over the past three years, according to the Treasury Department.
"Our actions make it harder and costlier at every turn for Iran to continue its destabilizing behavior," Yellen said in a statement. "We will continue to deploy our sanctions authority to counter Iran with further actions in the days and weeks ahead."
The new sanctions, which the administration had signaled earlier this week, appear designed to tame rather than inflame tensions in the region, as President Biden has sought to prevent a wider spread of hostilities in the Middle East. Some critics have pushed the administration to go further to reduce the revenue available to Iran's government by sanctioning China's huge purchases of Iranian oil. The Treasury Department has taken some steps to sanction Chinese firms for such purchases, but a more ambitious crackdown would risk raising global oil prices, and therefore U.S. gas prices in an election year.
The administration appears, at least for now, to be largely avoiding such escalation. Instead, the administration's sanctions Thursday appear to focus on targets inside Iran.
Sanctions cut off their targets from banks and other financial institutions that use the U.S. dollar. But it's not clear how many Western firms aid Iranian drone production, especially given that the Iranian economy already has minimal connections to the Western economies of the United States and its allies.
Western nations already had sanctions in place related to Iran's drones because of their use by Russian forces in Ukraine, said Rachel Ziemba, an adjunct senior fellow at the Center for a New American Security, a foreign policy think tank. "I see this as being more of the same," she said. "It's not an escalatory measure trying to choke off energy revenues, and I'm skeptical whether the names involved rely on U.S. dollar nexus points, which might limit their effectiveness."
Even before regional tensions were revived by the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel, Iran's economy was one of the most heavily sanctioned in the world. The United States has imposed sanctions on Iran since 1979, and the Trump administration significantly escalated the economic pressures after 2018, when it pulled out of the Iranian nuclear deal reached by the Obama administration.
The targets of the latest sanctions include 16 people and two companies that enable Iran's drone production. Five companies that provide materials for Iranian steel producer Khouzestan Steel Co. were also sanctioned. Treasury is also sanctioning three subsidiaries of an Iranian automaker accused of supporting the Iranian regime.
Iran over the weekend sent more than 300 drones and missiles toward Israel in response to a deadly Israeli attack on an Iranian consulate in Syria. The Iranian assault did not cause major damage or injuries, because Israeli, U.S. and other forces intercepted most of the barrage.
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Sophie Kinsella, best-selling 'Shopaholic' author, has brain cancer
The British author says she is receiving treatment for a form of aggressive brain cancer known as glioblastoma, adding she had been "waiting for the strength" to share the news with her fans.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-04-18

Sophie Kinsella, international best selling author, at a literary festival in March 2018 in Oxford, Britain. (David Levenson/Getty Images)


British author Sophie Kinsella says she is receiving treatment for a form of aggressive brain cancer known as glioblastoma.
Kinsella, whose real name is Madeleine Sophie Wickham, is widely known for her best-selling "Shopaholic" book series and other works including "Can You Keep a Secret?" Her most recent novel, "The Burnout," was released in October 2023. The first two books of the "Shopaholic" series were adapted into the 2009 movie "Confessions of a Shopaholic," starring Isla Fisher.
The writer, 54, said in a Facebook post Wednesday that she was diagnosed at the end of 2022 but did not immediately share the news as she wanted to ensure her children "were able to hear and process the news in privacy and adapt to our 'new normal.'"
The author said she had wanted to share a health update "for a long time" but had been "waiting for the strength to do so."
Kinsella said she has been receiving care at a London hospital and had undergone successful surgery, and that radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatment is ongoing. She said she is feeling "generally very well," but fatigued -- before joking that her memory is now "even worse than it was before!"
Glioblastoma is an aggressive cancer that is the most common of all malignant brain tumors. According to the American Brain Tumor Association, an average of more than 12,000 glioblastoma cases are diagnosed each year in the United States.
Kinsella has sold over 45 million copies of her books in more than 60 countries, according to her website. Her works, which typically feature likable, flawed heroines who navigate modern challenges and try to do the right thing, have been translated into over 40 languages.
In an interview with The Post in 2012, Kinsella said she aimed to "write heroines that we relate to," adding that while she likes to write "satisfying" endings, she also tries "to leave heroines in a position where the future isn't all wrapped up."
Book reviewers for The Post have previously named her works as among  the "best feel-good" books of the year, or praised her "trademark Brit wit," "signature warmth" and "touch of real wisdom."
Glioblastomas are malignant grade 4 tumors, the American Brain Tumor Association says, adding that "glioblastomas are diffusely infiltrative and invade nearby regions of the brain." They are hard to treat because they grow so fast, invading nearby brain tissue -- making 100 percent removal "nearly impossible," the association says, adding that the blood-brain barrier can prevent certain treatments being able to reach the tumor.
The American Association of Neurological Surgeons describes glioblastoma as "a devastating brain cancer that can result in death in six months or less, if untreated," while the American Brain Tumor Association says five-year relative survival rates for adults aged 40 and above with glioblastoma is 5.6 percent.
Symptoms vary depending on the location of the tumor, but can include headaches, blurred vision, vomiting, loss of appetite, and changes in mood and ability to think and learn.
Prominent figures who died of glioblastoma include Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), Beau Biden, the son of President Biden, and Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.).
Kinsella and thanked "wonderful" medical staff for their care.
"To everyone who is suffering from cancer in any form I send love and best wishes, as well as to those who support them," she said in her Facebook update. "It can feel very lonely and scary to have a tough diagnosis, and the support and care of those around you means more than words can say."
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Britain's renegade royal, Prince Harry, now calls himself a U.S. resident
In documents filed for Prince Harry's eco-tourism organization, Travalyst, he lists his country of residence as the United States, where has lived since 2020.

By Karla Adam | 2024-04-18

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle appear at the Heart of the Community Awards at the estate of Kevin Costner in Summerland, Calif., on Sept. 23, 2023. (Rod Rolle/Rod Rolle/Sipa USA via Reuters C)


LONDON -- It's official: Prince Harry, the fifth in line to the British throne, considers himself a U.S. resident.
Documents filed on Wednesday at Companies House, a registry of British company information, show that Harry, using his full name of Prince Henry Charles Albert David Duke of Sussex, has listed the United States as his "New Country/State Usually Resident," changing his primary residence from the United Kingdom.
The Duke and Duchess of Sussex have not lived in the United Kingdom for years, having decamped to California in 2020 after stepping back from royal duties. They live in Montecito with their two children, Prince Archie and Princess Lilibet.
The change of address was filed for Travalyst, Harry's eco-tourism organization that he founded before he left the U.K. While it was filed this week, the date on the document for the change is June 29, 2023. That was the day, according to British media reports, that Buckingham Palace confirmed Harry and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, had vacated Frogmore Cottage, their British home close to Windsor Castle.
In December, during Harry's legal battle over the level of his publicly funded security in the U.K., Harry said in a statement read by his lawyers that he regarded Britain as "my home" and a place that was "central to the heritage of my children and a place I want them to feel at home as much as where they live at the moment in the US. That cannot happen if it's not possible to keep them safe when they are on UK soil."
Harry's case against the British government over his security was rejected in February. This week, the prince lost his bid to appeal that ruling.
Harry has previously said he has considered becoming an American citizen.

Prince Harry and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, at a polo charity event on April 12 in Wellington, Fla. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP)


In an interview in February with "Good Morning America," Harry said that becoming a U.S. citizen "is a thought that has crossed my mind," but he added that it is "not a high priority for me right now."
Prince Harry's visa application is the subject of an ongoing lawsuit in the  United States. The Heritage Foundation, a D.C.-based conservative think tank, is suing the Department of Homeland Security for access to Harry's visa records. The think tank says that he may have lied about past drug use on his visa application, or received favorable treatment by officials. In his memoir, "Spare," Harry acknowledged that he used cocaine several times and used cannabis and psychedelic mushrooms.
Jane Hartley, U.S. ambassador to the U.K., was recently told in an interview with Sky News that "apparently President Trump says he thinks he might deport Harry if he becomes president." Hartley laughed off the suggestion, saying, "Well it's not going to happen in the Biden administration."
In an interview with GB News, Trump said, "We'll have to see if they know something about the drugs, and if he lied they'll have to take appropriate action," referring to Harry's visa application.
Harry has returned to Britain several times since moving to California. He made a transatlantic dash in February shortly after his father, King Charles III, was diagnosed with cancer.
He is also involved in various legal battles in the U.K., including a claim against Rupert Murdoch's News Group Newspapers over alleged unlawful information gathering. This week, Harry's lawyer told the High Court that the prince may be "forced" to settle because of escalating legal costs.
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How a 'RuPaul's Drag Race' finalist became an unlikely ambassador for Taiwan
Nymphia Wind has found an international stage where China has no interest (or influence) -- and is using her platform to make gains for queer inclusivity in Asia.
By Vic Chiang | 2024-04-18
TAIPEI, Taiwan -- From the moment she stepped onto the stage of "RuPaul's Drag Race," Nymphia Wind has embraced the color yellow not just as a fashion choice but as part of her identity.
For that first appearance, she stacked pairs of yellow sunglasses on her tall wig and wore a yellow overcoat, under which she concealed a stuffed plush banana at her crotch. Walking onto the stage, she performed a comedic slip after stepping on a banana peel. Since then, bananas have become her trademark and she has worn yellow more than any other color.
"Yellow represents the color of my skin," she said in an interview ahead of the finale of "RuPaul's Drag Race" on Friday, preferring to let her outfits rather than her words remind viewers that she's the only Asian contestant in the season. "By wearing yellow, I hope to raise more Asian awareness and appreciation."
Nymphia Wind, the drag persona of 28-year-old Taiwanese American fashion designer Leo Tsao, has made it to the final three contestants, putting her on track to become only the second Asian winner in 16 years of the show's main franchise. Her first name comes from a fairy-type Pokemon character, while "Wind" reflects her aspiration "to be free and invisible," she said. In Chinese, "wind" is a homophone of "craziness," and that has been the mood for her fans back home ever since the announcement of her participation in the race.
Each Saturday -- the day the show airs in Taiwan -- crowds pack gay bars in Taipei to watch the latest episode, wearing yellow to support the queen they call the "Banana Buddha." (She calls her fans the "Banana Believers.")

Nymphia Wind performing at Fuyou temple. 


With her ascendancy, Nymphia Wind, who was born in Los Angeles but grew up in Hong Kong and Taiwan, has found an international stage where Beijing -- which often pushes Taiwan out of such spaces -- has no influence  and where she can promote the vibrant inclusiveness of Taiwanese society.
"Even politicians who work hard abroad may not gain this kind of exposure for Taiwan," said Lawrence Jheng, 32, part of a cheerful crowd gathered at a Taipei club for the airing of the episode in which Nymphia Wind would declare she was "very proud to call myself Taiwanese."
"It never occurred to me that drag could have such power to break through Taiwan's diplomatic struggle," Jheng said.

Audience members cheer and applaud for Nymphia Wind's drag show at the temple. 



Audience members react to the performance. 


Taiwan's place on the world stage is often overshadowed by China, which claims sovereignty over the self-governing democratic island and won't allow it to be recognized in most international organizations, including the United Nations. Its sports teams are even compelled to participate under the designation "Chinese Taipei."
But while China stifles its LGBTQ community, Taiwan has a vibrant drag scene and promotes queer rights -- the island's government became the first in Asia to legalize same-sex marriage. And Nymphia Wind is becoming a cultural ambassador for that openness: She will represent Taiwan as a performer at cultural events during the Paris Olympics this summer.
"The government of Taiwan is very supportive of gay rights. We are the first country in Asia to legalize same-sex marriage, and I'm very proud to say I'm Taiwanese," she said.

Nymphia Wind, top, performing at Fuyou temple. 


Cross-dressing is not a new concept in Taiwan. In the years after martial law ended in 1987 and Taiwan began its transition to democracy, underground drag shows started to appear in Taipei's nightclubs. Male cross-dressers flourished on the local entertainment scene in the 1990s, performing traditional Taiwanese songs and bringing commercial success to shows that blurred gender difference.
Western-style drag performances took off about the same time, although usually featuring foreign queens. They became more popular as Taiwanese society became more socially liberal and inclusive, with the emergence of Taiwanese queens.
But Nymphia Wind's rise to stardom helped the culture broaden its mainstream appeal.
Influenced by K-pop girl groups in high school, she ventured into cross-dressing and later embraced drag during her fashion design studies in London. Her first performance was at a Taipei drag competition in 2018 and propelled her into the spotlight. She has since been featured in documentaries and TV programs, broadening the reach of drag culture on the island, as she continues to perform in bars.
"Whenever she performs, she would fill the whole place with laughter," said Alvin Chang, who has been hosting drag shows since 2001 and now runs Cafe Dalida, known as "the birthplace of drag queens in Taiwan." He's also hosting "RuPaul" viewing parties.

Nymphia Wind, center, meets with her backup dancers before the performance at the temple. 


"She doesn't just give you a talent show. She interacts with the audience to make everyone laugh. You see her and you just feel happy," Chang said. Nymphia Wind's mother, who has been supportive of her drag career since day one, often brings her friends to sit in the first row at the cafe to watch her perform.
Nymphia Wind still calls Cafe Dalida her "home bar," but that stage was not enough. In 2022, to challenge herself, she moved to New York and auditioned -- successfully -- for "RuPaul's Drag Race."
In the eyes of Taiwanese drag queens, Nymphia Wind has been an inspiration. "She's ambitious and dares to dream, but she is also under immense pressure to represent such a huge community," said Bagel Rimrim, one of Nymphia Wind's six "drag daughters," as her proteges are known.

Nymphia Wind, in her trademark yellow, circling up with members of her drag family before the performance. 



Audience members gather before the temple show. 


"She always told us to stop doing things by halves and show determination, and you can see her perfectionism in her outfits," she said. "If I'd been able to see her performances when I grew up, I would feel less lonely and see what I could become."
While Nymphia Wind is a role model for younger queens, she's trying to reach a wider -- and older -- audience in Taiwan.
She hosted a groundbreaking drag show at a Taoist temple in Taipei in October, unfurling a giant rainbow flag from a pagoda-like stage as young and old celebrated a queen who, as she put it, had "descended from heaven to bless the queer mortals."
"Old people are my target audience. I just feel like they could have a bit more fun, you know?" she said in an interview after the temple performance.
She planned to continue her experimentation, incorporating traditional Asian folklore into her drag performances, and hopefully becoming a tourism ambassador for Taiwan.
"I won't limit myself," she declared. "Maybe in my next temple show, I'll hop off a helicopter."

Nymphia Wind, at the center of the crowd at Fuyou temple. 


Nymphia Wind -- who has sought to infuse her self-made outfits and her performances with Asian culture by incorporating elements such as Taiwanese opera, Japanese Butoh dance and traditional Chinese knots -- is also gaining appeal across Asia. Her efforts have earned praise from judges for showcasing "Asian excellence" on the runway, and she has been booked for shows in Japan and the Philippines.
But she won't be going to China any time soon.
In fact, Chinese fans of "RuPaul's Drag Race" seem to be going out of their way to avoid talking about Nymphia Wind's success, apparently afraid of being caught up in the escalating tensions across the Taiwan Strait. "Drag Race" fan accounts on the Chinese microblogging site Weibo said they would minimize discussions about Nymphia to "protect their nascent drag scene."
The episode in which she spoke about Taiwan as a country in its own right has drawn attacks on Chinese social media.
To capitalize on her success in the show, Nymphia Wind wants to promote drag culture across Asia.
"The concept of modern drag queens is very Western, so I think I need to use drag to show more Asian perspectives," she said. "I just wanted to showcase more Asian drag aesthetic. Giving everything an Asian twist."
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Arrests made in $14.5 million gold heist, the largest ever in Canada 
Five people in Canada and one in the U.S. were arrested after 6,600 gold bars were stolen last year. The theft has been linked to a firearms trafficking operation.
By Niha Masih | 2024-04-18

Police officers open the back of a recovered truck during a news conference Wednesday regarding the joint investigation into a multimillion-dollar gold heist from Toronto Pearson International Airport. (Arlyn McAdorey/AP)


A year ago, a man drove a five-ton truck into Air Canada's cargo facility at Toronto Pearson International Airport carrying a seafood consignment bill to claim a shipment. Instead, he made off with a container of 6,600 gold bars weighing about 880 pounds -- and worth more than $14.5 million, or 20 million Canadian dollars.
Five people were arrested in Canada and one in the United States, investigators said Wednesday -- in what they described as the "largest gold heist" in Canada -- after a months-long investigation by national and international law enforcement authorities. Two Air Canada employees and a jewelry store owner from Toronto are among the suspects.
Besides the gold bars, the thieves also stole foreign currency worth $1.8 million, and investigators have linked the theft to a firearms trafficking operation.
"This was the largest gold heist in Canadian history. Reportedly, it's the sixth largest in world crime history," Nick Milinovich, the deputy chief of Peel Regional Police, said at a news conference. 
The theft was discovered when the logistics company responsible for securing the shipment showed up at the airport to find the container missing.
Police dubbed the operation "24 karat" and combed 225 businesses and residences in the area for video footage and interviewed 50 people. The effort also included the Philadelphia Field Division of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, which arrested one person in the United States with 65 illegal firearms.
"We believe that [the thieves have] melted down the gold and then the profits they got from the gold, they used to help finance the firearms," Detective Sergeant Mike Mavity said at the news conference.
Gold worth $65,000 -- a fraction of the amount stolen -- was recovered in the form of crudely fashioned bangles, along with Canadian currency worth $312, o00, police said. "This story is a sensational one, and one which we jokingly say belongs in a Netflix series or something greater than that," Peel Regional Police Chief Nishan Duraiappah said, adding that the investigation is ongoing.
Police said the criminal operation needed people at Air Canada to facilitate the high-profile heist. One of the suspects even led a police tour before investigators discovered his involvement, they said.
Air Canada, in a statement to Reuters, said it had suspended one employee from the cargo division charged in the theft, while the other employee had left the airline before police announced the charges.
The five people arrested and charged in Canada were released on bail, police said, while the individual arrested in the United States remains in custody. Warrants have been issued for three others in Canada, police added.
The airport gold theft topped another well-known heist in Canada in which more than 9,500 barrels of maple syrup were stolen and replaced with water. The value of the stolen liquid gold was about $13.3 million.
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Great Barrier Reef experiencing one of its worst coral bleaching events
Coral bleaching is evident across 73 percent of the famed marine park, as abnormally high ocean temperatures propel the world's fourth mass bleaching event.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-04-18

Australia's Great Barrier Reef is suffering one of its worst bleaching events on record.


Australia's Great Barrier Reef is experiencing one of its worst bleaching events since monitoring began nearly four decades ago, authorities say, with much of the famed reef showing signs of damage as warming ocean temperatures blight reefs worldwide.
Bleaching occurs when heat-stressed coral turn white after expelling symbiotic algae that provide food and color. It's a result of abnormal ocean temperatures in the past year that scientists worry could represent a major change to Earth systems.
In the Great Barrier Reef marine park, 73 percent of the reefs surveyed have prevalent bleaching -- which means that more than 10 percent of the coral cover is bleached, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, which manages the area, said Wednesday. Very high and extreme bleaching was observed across nearly 40 percent of the reef system.
"Climate change is the greatest threat to the Great Barrier Reef, and coral reefs globally," said Roger Beeden, the authority's chief scientist. "The Great Barrier Reef is an incredible ecosystem, and while it has shown its resilience time and time again, this summer has been particularly challenging."

Bleached and dead coral are visible from the air around Lizard Island on the Great Barrier Reef on April 4. (David Gray/AFP/Getty Images)


The dire update on Earth's largest reef system comes just days after scientists with the U.S.-based National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the International Coral Reef Initiative said anomalous ocean temperatures are afflicting reefs worldwide.
According to NOAA scientists, the world is experiencing its fourth global bleaching event, and the second in the last decade. At least 53 countries and local regions have experienced mass bleaching across the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian oceans, they said.
Ocean temperatures began building in the Great Barrier Reef area in late December and continued to rise throughout the Southern Hemisphere summer, causing "the highest levels of thermal stress on record," the marine park authority said.
The most intense and prolonged heat stress occurred at inshore reefs in the southern part of the marine park, with sea surface temperatures peaking at 2.5 degrees Celsius above average.
This is the Great Barrier Reef's fifth major bleaching event in nine years. Scientists say it could be the biggest test yet of the 1,400-mile-long world wonder's ability to recover. For the first time, extreme bleaching -- where more than 90 percent of coral cover on a reef is bleached -- was observed in all three regions of the marine park.
"Southernmost parts of the reef, which had been largely spared previously, have been hit particularly hard this time, with bleaching affecting many more species, extending to greater depths, and affecting some of the oldest and most resilient corals," said Simon Bradshaw, a research director with the nonprofit Climate Council. "This is a disaster at our doorstep."

Dead coral are seen underwater on April 5 near Lizard Island in Queensland, Australia. (David Gray/AFP/Getty Images)


The giant reef system -- which is so large it can easily be spotted from space -- has bounced back from disturbances in the past, including underwater heat waves in 2016 and 2017 that triggered coral bleaching events so severe that scientists worried the reef would never look the same again.
Scientists say the recovery from those events was driven by fast-growing Acropora corals, which are more vulnerable to thermal stress and coral bleaching.
"The Great Barrier Reef has seen increases in coral cover to high levels in recent years, indicating it is still a resilient system. But this resilience has its limits," said David Wachenfeld, research program director at the Australian Institute of Marine Science, a government agency.
Wachenfeld said the level of heat stress, and the results of the aerial surveys, indicate that the latest bleaching event is "one of the most extensive" the reef has experienced since the agency began monitoring the reef nearly 40 years ago.
Research divers had observed coral fatalities in every region of the reef, he said.
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As India votes, women and youth could put Modi and his BJP over the top
Unlike in most democracies, women and young people tend to be relatively conservative in India and represent key support for Prime Minister Modi and his BJP party.
By Karishma Mehrotra, Gerry Shih | 2024-04-18

A woman walks past a campaign poster of the Bharatiya Janata Party, featuring their leader and India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi, along a street in Varanasi on March 24. (Niharika Kulkarni/AFP/Getty Images)


NEW DELHI -- From the United States to South Korea, it is a political axiom in many parts of the world: Women and young people tend to be less conservative than their husbands and fathers.
Not in India.
As more than half a billion Indian voters cast ballots in the world's largest election starting Friday, two unlikely blocs of voters -- women and young voters -- could give Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government a significant boost in their bid to return to power for a third consecutive five-year term.
The emergence of these two constituencies marks a curious divergence between India and other democracies. It's born from Modi's unique appeal, which blends Hindu nationalism, personal charisma, big-ticket infrastructure spending and generous welfare programs into a powerful pitch that overshadows his failure to deliver enough jobs to precisely these voters.
But it also speaks to the broader social changes underway in India, where women in particular have increasingly voted independently from their husbands and become a highly sought-after electorate of their own.
If Modi secures reelection on June 4, as is widely expected, he'll have women like Prachi Kanherkar to thank.
Around their dinner table in Gwalior in central Madhya Pradesh state, Kanherkar's husband regularly laments about how Modi has injected religion into politics. But Kanherkar, a 37-year-old engineering professor, counters that Modi's record fills her with pride.
Modi, she says, unveiled a grand Hindu Ram temple at the site of a razed mosque in January. He landed a rover on the moon last year. He encourages Indians to speak Hindi rather than English, the language of India's foreign colonizers.

Women supporters during the election campaign of Yashpal Survarna, General Secretary of the BJP National OBC Morcha in Karnataka. (Samyukta Lakshmi for The Washington Post) 


"It can turn into a big fight, especially as we sit with guests and our opinions are so clearly different," said Kanherkar, who is part of a local women's prayer group formed two years ago by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, a Hindu nationalist organization affiliated with the BJP. "But my vote is my right, and it is for my country," she said. "I will use it."
Courting women voters has long been a tactic pursued by Indian parties, but political experts say Modi's party has taken it further than any previous government. In the last decade, the prime minister has announced programs to distribute free cooking gas cylinders, handed out bags of grain featuring his bearded visage, extended loans specifically for female entrepreneurs and even trained women to become drone pilots. The BJP has also taken Modi's strongman image and given it a twist to appeal to women by framing him as tough on rape and domestic violence, observant of traditional Indian values and committed to seva, or selfless service.
Moreover, political scientists say, Indian women -- like women in many other countries -- display higher levels of religiosity compared to men, which has benefited the Hindu nationalist ruling party. BJP-hosted blood donation drives, temple cleanings and prayer events like the ones that attracted Kanherkar have all been a key "bridge" to draw women into political life in recent years, said Anirvan Chowdhury, a political science postdoctoral fellow at Harvard University.
"When BJP talks about culture, when BJP talks about the temple, it is natural for the women to come toward the BJP," said Vanathi Srinivasan, the head of the BJP's women's wing. She said the BJP has found women are more likely to attend prayer song meetings than typical male-dominated political rallies, and the party has leaned into that as a strategy.
Today, the BJP is reaping the rewards of its recruitment drive.

Women stand in line to cast their votes at a polling station during India's general election in India's northeastern state of Assam on April 11, 2019. (Biju Boro/AFP/Getty Images)


In 2019, the gap between men and women in voter turnout significantly narrowed for the first time in decades, and in several recent state elections, the number of women voters has exceeded that of men, according to Sanjay Kumar, co-director at the Lokniti program for comparative democracy at the Center for the Study of Developing Societies, a premier polling organization in New Delhi.
And in six state assembly elections over the past two years in India's Hindi-speaking heartland, where the BJP is strongest, four saw women vote at a higher rate for that party than did men, according to Lokniti polls. For instance in India's largest state of Uttar Pradesh, home just by itself to more than 230 million people, women favored the BJP by two percentage points more than men.
This emerging gap in preferences, cited by five consultants across the political spectrum, has fascinated political observers. They say such differences did not exist a generation ago in a patriarchal society where men had greater control over where women went, how they lived -- and how they voted. Today, that's considered "outdated medieval thinking" by Arjun Dutta, a strategist at the Indian Political Action Committee political consultancy, who has been telling his clients, mostly regional political parties, to target women voters.
In Kanherkar's household, she and her husband, Anmol, not only differ in their politics, but where they get their news, a divergence made possible by the explosion of social media in India over the past decade that has given rise to a proliferation of political content -- and disinformation.
She says she receives information from Hindi-language newspapers, WhatsApp, Facebook and DailyHunt, a news aggregator app. Her husband, a supporter of the Congress opposition party, says he mostly watches liberal commentators on YouTube because TV channels only serve up pro-Modi fare.
"Fifteen years ago, information sources for a household used to be the same, whether the same TV channel or newspaper or interacting with the same set of people," said Rahul Verma, a political fellow at the Center for Policy Research. Now, he added, "individual mobile devices in our hands" have led to "differed decision-making."
The strong support for Modi among women has confounded his critics, who point out that women are in some ways faring worse, not better, since he entered office in 2014.
While some health indicators for Indian women have improved, their labor participation rate fell steadily from 39 percent as recently as 2000 to a low of 24.5 percent in 2019, before spiking in 2022 to 33 percent, according to the International Labor Organization. Ten years into Modi's rule, India still sits in the bottom 25 countries in terms of female labor participation.
"Every woman is asking us, they want money in their hands, they want jobs. They really want work to fight their poverty, unemployment, and inflation," said Alka Lamba of the opposition Congress party, which has been running a "Justice to Women" campaign to draw attention to what it says are persistently high levels of domestic violence, poverty and price rise in India under BJP rule.
Modi's ability to avoid blame for high unemployment has similarly preserved his position among another key constituency: the 18.5 million young Indians who are registered to vote for the first time. For many of these young Indians, pollsters say, the sense that India under Modi is rising as a geopolitical and economic power makes him attractive.
Although India's economic trajectory remained largely unchanged for decades under successive governments, averaging 7 percent a year since 2004, Indian headlines frequently compare India's growth to China's slowdown and highlight new highways, railways and airports inaugurated by Modi. All fuel a popular perception that under Modi, India's moment has finally arrived, political analysts say. Indians between the ages of 18 and 24 prefer Modi by about five to six percentage points more than other age groups, according to Lokniti data.
In a recent survey in New Delhi, Vibha Attri, a Lokniti researcher, found that young Indians felt their most pressing worry was a lack of jobs --  42 percent of college graduates under 25 are jobless, according to a 2023 study by Azim Premji University. Yet 70 percent of respondents said the BJP is best suited to run India, with two opposition parties trailing in single digits, Attri found.
"Even among those who say unemployment is a huge issue, a huge proportion of them are voting for Modi because that linkage is not there," Attri said. "It's because there is no alternative. Modi is the only leader they have known."
In the capital of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal, one of the first-time voters will be Saloni Parashar, a 21-year-old law student who said India's jobs crisis cannot be pinned on Modi alone. She was still confident in Modi's campaign promise that India will become a developed country by 2047, and said the BJP simply needed more time to show results.
"Ten years is not enough time for any government," she said. "They're doing the best they can."
For now, Parashar said she was thrilled about the thousands of kilometers of roads Modi has paved at home and the respect he's won abroad. He has been courted by the United States, and stood strong enough to resist U.S. pressure to side with Ukraine against Russia, she noted.
"The U.S. tried to sanction all the countries that import Russian oil, but you see they didn't sanction India," she said. "India is an important player now."
Emily Guskin in Washington contributed to this report.
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He built a 'fantasy world' in his apartment. It's now a historic site.
Ron Gittins turned his Birkenhead, England, flat into a fantasy world of sculptures and artwork. It was recognized by the British government after his death.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-04-18

Sculptures and murals decorating a room in Ron's Place, the former apartment of Ron Gittins in Birkenhead, England. (Alun Bull/Alun Bull, Historic England)


When Claire Jones stepped into the apartment of her husband's late uncle for the first time, she discovered what looked like the trappings of a carnival.
A giant concrete sculpture of a roaring lion's head stood in the living room, enveloping the fireplace. Looming in the next room was a giant Minotaur head. Papier-mache sculptures littered the hallways and colorful murals adorned every wall and ceiling, even in the bathroom.
Jones and her family had known Ron Gittins as an eccentric and solitary artist. But they hadn't realized until shortly after he died in 2019 at age 79 that he had carved, sculpted and painted his passion onto the walls of his rented apartment in Birkenhead, a riverside town in northwestern England where he lived alone.
It couldn't stay, Gittins's landlord had said. But Jones knew she wanted to preserve the scene.
"I was just kind of like, 'We can't just let this go,'" she told The Washington Post.

Paintings on the walls and ceiling of Ron's Place. (The Historic England Archive, Historic England)


For years, Gittins's family worked to protect his whimsical life's work, insisting that the apartment, "Ron's Place," was an irreplaceable art installation worthy of preservation. This month, the British government agreed. Historic England, a national body that designates historically significant sites in England, added Ron's Place to its National Heritage List, the family announced in early April.
The designation, which forbids an owner from making changes to Ron's Place without governmental consent, places Gittins's apartment among the ranks of the medieval churches and Victorian villas that usually receive such recognition in the country, securing an unlikely legacy for Gittins's creation. The apartment received a Grade II listing, which is given to "particularly important buildings of more than special interest," according to Historic England.
"This was Ron, who led a very small, private life," said Paul Kelly, a board member of the Wirral Arts and Culture Community Land Trust, an organization created to manage Ron's Place. "Suddenly, he was being recognized as having done something of interest on that scale. ... What an extraordinary thing."
Gittins, a self-employed artist and theater performer, was an outcast of sorts among his family, his niece Jan Williams wrote to The Post. He showed up at reunions in flamboyant outfits and spoke in codes, joking that he was a secret agent. He was known in Birkenhead as the local eccentric who sometimes strutted around town dressed as a Roman centurion.
He was, Williams said, "colorful, larger than life, loud, opinionated, argumentative yet affectionate."
Gittins kept his family at a distance. He let few people into his apartment, which his rental agreement had permitted him to decorate "to his own taste," according to the Ron's Place website.
Walking into Gittins's home after his death felt like finally discovering the world he'd been inhabiting, Williams said. The lion's head glistened with eyes made from shards of glass, and a frying pan sat in its mouth. Strewn around the apartment were smaller models, like an Egyptian sarcophagus that opened up to reveal a model mummy. While sorting through Gittins's possessions, Williams found a postcard he had written addressed to her, saying that he couldn't wait to show her his creations.
"Ron had created a fantasy world for his own pleasure," Williams said. "A sort of stage set where he played the leading role."

Ron Gittins in an undated family photo, dressed for a theatrical production. (Courtesy of Wirral Arts and Culture Community Land Trust)


Williams, herself an artist and photographer, led the effort to save Gittins's apartment. She first arranged to keep renting the apartment from his landlord, fundraising to cover the cost and forming a community organization to manage the space. Endorsements trickled in from singers, authors and sculptors who visited Ron's Place at the family's invitation. They landed a story in the Guardian and a video feature from the BBC.
In November 2022, the building that housed Ron's Place was put up for auction. Buyers circled, and Williams scrambled to raise the hundreds of thousands of dollars they needed to win a bidding war. It ended in a "fairytale-style" miracle, Williams said: On March 1, 2023, the last day of the auction, a donor emailed with an offer to lend Williams's organization most of the money it needed to purchase the building for about $400,000. The donor told Williams she had learned about Ron's Place that morning, while reading the newspaper on her commute.
"It felt as if it was meant to be," Williams said.
In a Hail Mary bid to delay the sale, Williams had also petitioned Historic England to list Ron's Place as historically significant. It was a long shot -- the designation is normally given to churches, inns and manors with centuries' more history than Gittins's apartment.
Historic England, however, heeded her request, even after Williams and the land trust secured ownership of Ron's Place. When Sarah Charlesworth, an evaluator with Historic England, visited the apartment later that year, she immediately noticed the same floor-to-ceiling lion statue that had greeted Williams and Jones years earlier.
"I was actually thinking 'This is a slam dunk' as soon as I came in," Charlesworth said.

Sculptures and murals decorating a room in Ron's Place. (The Historic England Archive, Historic England)


Ron's Place seemed to her like a striking example of "outsider art" -- artwork created by people with no formal artistic training and without the intention of being exhibited or sold. It was, Charlesworth said, a facet of Britain's history just as worthy of preservation as its churches and castles.
"Listing is not just about stately homes and chocolate box cottages," she said. "It is about being representative and inclusive and making sure that we do represent all aspects of the nation's history."
The apartment is closed to visitors as it undergoes repairs. Williams and Kelly, the Wirral Arts and Culture Community Land Trust board member, said the organization has plans after acquiring the entire building that houses Ron's Place, which also includes a garden and three upstairs apartments. They hope to preserve Gittins's artwork on the ground floor as a museum and art space and renovate the other apartments into low-cost housing units for artists.
It's an unlikely legacy for Gittins after devoting much of his life to the secret world in his apartment, Kelly said. But he thinks Gittins would be pleased to see others taking notice.
"Ron was a real outsider," Kelly said. "But ... this has been recognition for his work. He would be loving it."
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Russia's deadly attacks see Ukraine call out a Western double standard
After strikes in Ukraine this week, Ukrainian officials lamented that their country lacked the Western defense support that was so readily provided for Israel. 
By Ishaan Tharoor | 2024-04-18
You're reading an excerpt from the Today's WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox every weekday.

Firefighters work at a building that was partially destroyed after a Russian bombardment in Chernihiv, Ukraine, on Wednesday. (Francisco Seco/AP)


For Ukrainians, the double standard is glaring. Officials in Kyiv watched Saturday as a barrage of Iranian missiles and drones targeting Israel were intercepted both by the Jewish state's sophisticated missile defense system and the combined efforts of a coalition of Western and Arab partners. U.S. batteries on the ground in the region, warplanes and naval destroyers whirred into action to thwart an assault on a non-NATO ally, ensuring that Iran's strike caused minimal damage. Britain, France and Jordan stepped in to help too.
And then the Ukrainians considered their own predicament, locked in more than two years of a full-blown war with their larger, invading neighbor. Away from the front lines, Russia has launched wave upon wave of relentless, indiscriminate drone and missile attacks on Ukrainian cities, hitting shopping areas, power plants and residential blocks. 
"The whole world saw that Israel was not alone in this defense -- the threat in the sky was also being eliminated by its allies," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said after the weekend's events. "And when Ukraine says that its allies should not turn a blind eye to Russian missiles and drones, it means action is needed -- a bold one."
Zelensky had further reason for frustration Wednesday after Russian cruise missiles hit the downtown area of the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv. The strike -- one of the deadliest single attacks carried out in recent months by Russia -- killed at least 17 people and injured more than 60 others. "This would not have happened if Ukraine had received enough air defense equipment and if the world's determination to counter Russian terror was also sufficient," Zelensky wrote on Telegram. "There needs to be sufficient commitment from partners and sufficient support to reflect it."
In the aftermath of the attack on Chernihiv, which is close to the Russian border, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba lamented that his country lacked what was so readily provided for Israel. "These innocent people would not have been killed or injured if Ukraine had sufficient air defense capabilities," Kuleba wrote on social media. "Three days ago in the Middle East, we saw what reliable protection of human lives from missiles looks like."

A Russian missile attack killed more than a dozen people in Chernihiv, Ukraine, on April 17, according to local officials.


With a vital tranche of U.S. aid still stalled in Congress, Kyiv is desperate for help. Its artillery units face acute shortages of shells. Its exhausted battalions grapple with a lack of fresh recruits. And its political leaders issue pleas to the West for more fighter jets and missile defense systems to cope with Russia's aerial onslaughts.
Ukraine's second largest city, Kharkiv, is among the places bearing the brunt of these attacks. Some 30 miles from the border with Russia and once almost captured by Russian forces, Kharkiv has endured a spike in Russian bombardments since the end of last year. "The city has been on the receiving end of more ballistic missiles than at any time since the start of the war. Drone assaults have become more frequent: they fly faster and higher, and have a carbon wing-coating that makes shooting them down harder," noted the Economist.
Russia has also been able to dispatch warplanes to drop payloads of Soviet-era glide bombs over the city. Ukrainians understandably want help to counter such attacks, which have this year in the region killed dozens of civilians and targeted civilian infrastructure, including power plants. "We need that support to prevent Kharkiv being a second Aleppo," Kharkiv Mayor Ihor Terekhov told Britain's Guardian newspaper, likening his city's ordeal to what befell the Syrian metropolis a decade ago.
The odds are not in Ukraine's favor. A report published Monday by the Institute for the Study of War noted that Israel's successful defense against Iran's attack "underscores the vulnerabilities that Ukrainian geography and the continued degradation of Ukraine's air defense umbrella pose for Ukrainian efforts to defend against regular Russian missile and drone strikes."
Then there's the uncertainty about what may come from the West. In Washington, efforts by U.S. lawmakers to push through a spending bill on Ukraine gained traction Wednesday. In Europe, senior German officials announced an initiative to rush air defense equipment to Kyiv's forces. "We and our partners around the world must now be just as resolute in our defense against Russian terror from the air," German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock said ahead of the Group of 7 ministerial meeting on the Italian island of Capri. "Stronger air defenses are a matter of life and death for thousands of people in Ukraine and the best protection for our own security."
Still, Western officials are wary of providing Ukraine the same sort of cover they muster for Israel, including scrambling their own fighters to intercept missiles. "If you want to avoid an escalation in terms of a wider European war, I think the one thing you do need to avoid is NATO troops directly engaging Russian troops," British Foreign Secretary David Cameron told Britain's LBC radio station. "That would be a danger of escalation."
Other European diplomats feel Ukraine's outrage more keenly. "During Iran's attack against Israel, some Western countries contributed to protecting Israeli skies as an important act of solidarity," Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis told Politico. "Kyiv keeps requesting the same type of protection from the same group of countries for more than two years now. I am sure that Ukraine will raise an argument that if one non-NATO country has been provided with air defense when attacked by a hostile adversary, why should Ukraine be treated differently? Given the dire and urgent situation that Ukraine now faces, that argument is rather convincing."
On Wednesday, Zelensky reiterated his desire for such solidarity. "Our Ukrainian sky and the sky of our neighbors deserve the same security," he said. "And I thank everyone who also perceives our need for security as a need for equal security for all, because all lives are equally valuable."
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International diplomats say Israel looks set to respond to Iranian attack
Washington plans to impose new sanctions to "degrade Iran's military capacity" after it fired drones and missiles at Israel, the top U.S. security adviser said.
By Rachel Pannett, Annabelle Timsit, Bryan Pietsch, Sammy Westfall, Susannah George, Samuel Granados, Laris Karklis, Nilo Tabrizy, Michael Birnbaum, Dan Lamothe, Louisa Loveluck, Sufian Taha , Claire Parker, Julie Yoon, Cate Brown, Evan Hill, Jeff Stein | 2024-04-18
After Iran's unprecedented attack on Israel over the weekend, "it's clear that the Israelis are making a decision to act," British Foreign Secretary David Cameron said while on a trip to Israel. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said after meeting with Cameron that Israel appreciates the suggestions and advice from friends, but added: "We will make our decisions ourselves. The state of Israel will do whatever is necessary to defend itself." Meanwhile, the United States and the European Union are planning fresh sanctions against Iran over the attack.
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Woman accused of wheeling dead 'uncle' into bank to sign loan
Erika de Souza Vieira Nunes told investigators that Paulo Roberto Braga was alive when they entered the bank in Rio de Janeiro, police said. She's been charged with theft by fraud and abusing a corpse.
By Marina Dias | 2024-04-17

A Banco Itau branch in Rio de Janeiro. (Dado Galdieri/Bloomberg)


BRASILIA -- The woman arrives at the bank pushing a man in a wheelchair. His eyes are closed; his head lolls wildly.
"Uncle Paulo, are you listening?" Erika de Souza Vieira Nunes asks. "You need to sign it. If you don't sign it, there's no way. I can't sign it for you."
But Paulo Roberto Braga doesn't respond, a video recorded Tuesday shows.
The 68-year-old man is dead.
In an incident that has gone viral here, police say Nunes, 42, took Braga's body to a bank branch in Rio de Janeiro on Tuesday afternoon to secure a loan of about $3,250.
"Anyone watching the video can tell he was dead," Fabio Souza, the lead police investigator, told the television network Globonews. "Can you imagine her? she was touching him. She knew he was dead."
Now Nunes is charged with theft by fraud and abusing a corpse. Police now are working to determine her relationship with Braga and how he died, Souza said, and looking for the person who drove them to the scene.
Nunes has told investigators that Braga was alive when they entered the bank, police said. She has identified herself as his niece and caregiver.
The incident began before 2 p.m. Tuesday, when Nunes arrived at the Banco Itau branch. Employees noted Braga's appearance, became suspicious, and began recording video.
"I don't think he's okay," one employee observes. "There's no color in his face."
"He's like that," Nunes says.
Nunes takes hold of his head, the video shows. She tries to fit a pen between his fingers.
The bank called an ambulance. When the paramedics arrived, they said Braga had been dead for several hours.
Souza said investigators identified the presence of livor mortis (the settling of blood no longer circulated by the heart) -- an indication, he said, that he died lying down, not sitting up in the wheelchair.
Nunes told investigators that Braga was hospitalized last week with pneumonia but was discharged on Monday. Security video taken Monday shows her leaving the hospital with Braga, then still alive, in a wheelchair.
The bank video circulated widely on social media here, inspiring memes and commentary.
"What a depressing scene," one X user wrote.
Some poked fun at the scene. Others said it was nothing to laugh about. Some took the opportunity to condemn President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva or his predecessors, lament the state of morality in Brazil or declare the end times.
Some said it cast the country in an unfairly negative light.
"Brazil is not that," wrote another. "Extreme cases like this exist everywhere in the world."
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What Iran's attack on Israel revealed about its weapons arsenal  
Iran's first direct attack on Israel demonstrated the advances of its domestic weapons program, analysts said, while also exposing the limits of its arsenal.
By Susannah George, Samuel Granados, Laris Karklis, Nilo Tabrizy | 2024-04-17

Israeli military spokesperson Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari speaks to the media at Julis military base in southern Israel on Tuesday as Israel's military displays what it says is an Iranian ballistic missile retrieved from the Dead Sea after Iran launched drones and missiles toward Israel. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


Iran's first direct attack on Israel overnight Saturday demonstrated the country's military might and the advances of its domestic weapons program, analysts said, while also revealing the limitations of its arsenal.
With more than 300 drones and missiles launched in a layered onslaught, it was Iran's largest-ever conventional show of force. That it inflicted only minimal damage was due in part to the choreographed nature of the attack -- giving Israel and the United States ample time to prepare air defense systems -- but may also be attributed to shortcomings in its medium- and long-range capabilities.
"The operation showed that our armed forces are ready," Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi told crowds gathered Wednesday in Tehran to mark Army Day. Parades in the Iranian capital featured many of the same munitions used in the attack on Israel.
Raisi hailed the attack as a resounding "success," but was also quick to qualify the strikes as "limited" and "not comprehensive."
"If it was supposed to be a large-scale action, nothing would have been left of the Zionist regime," he said. And if Israel retaliates, Raisi pledged, "they will be dealt with fiercely and severely."
Yet after analyzing the munitions used in Saturday's assault and the success of regional defense systems, researchers say it's unclear how Iran could inflict greater damage on Israel through conventional military means.
"Iran basically threw everything it had that could reach Israel's territory," said John Krzyzaniak, a researcher who studies Iran's missile programs at the Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control. Like other analysts interviewed for this story, he has spent the past several days studying launch videos, imagery of debris and interception information to identify the Iranian munitions.
His conclusion is that Tehran "used some of every system they have." And experts said it made sense that the Sejjil-1 and Shahab-3 missiles were excluded from the attack.
Shahab-3 "wasn't used because it's so old," said Fabian Hinz, an Iran analyst at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in Berlin. "The Sejjil is a bit of a mysterious missile," he said, adding that Iran has "used it very, very little during maneuvers."
Other analysts noted the Sejjil was expensive to produce and may no longer be in production.
The quantity of munitions used also provides new insights into Iran's capabilities. The deployment of over 100 ballistic missiles in a single wave suggests that previous estimates that Iran has about 3,000 ballistic missiles stockpiled are probably accurate, and could even be on the low end.
"If this is just round one of an unknown number of rounds to come, you wouldn't fire a significant fraction of what you have just in the first round," Krzyzaniak said.
The firing of over 100 ballistic missiles in the space of a few minutes suggests Iran has at least 100 launchers, he added -- a new data point for researchers.
"This shows that Iran has really faced no limitation in domestically producing missiles and launchers," he said.
Iran's ballistic missile arsenal, the largest of any country in the Middle East, is almost entirely homegrown. In recent years Iran has demonstrated the ability to upgrade some systems, improving their range and precision.
The spokesman for Iran's armed forces, Abolfazl Shekarchi, said the munitions used in the strikes against Israel only represented "a fraction of" the country's military's might, according to a statement published on state-run media.
Before the attack on Israel, Iran's most significant use of ballistic missiles was in 2020, after a U.S. drone attack killed the powerful Iranian commander Qasem Soleimani.
Iran launched more than a dozen ballistic missiles at two U.S. military bases in Iraq, one in the country's west and one in the north. While there were no fatalities, dozens of U.S. service members suffered traumatic brain injuries.
Iran also used ballistic missiles in strikes this year on Pakistan, Syria and Iraq.
But the attack on Israel suggests that many of Iran's munitions are of low quality. Israel's military said 99 percent of the missiles and drones launched by Iran were intercepted or failed to launch.
"We saw that accuracy and precision are a work in progress," said Behnam Ben Taleblu, a senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies who has written extensively about Iran's missile program. "These weapons alone won't win a war for Iran."
Iranian drones made up the first wave of the attack. Cheap, effective and easy to produce, Iranian drones have been used in attacks across the Middle East for years. Iran has also supplied drones to Russia for its war in Ukraine, where they have been deadly.
During the attack on Israel, the slow-moving drones were probably deployed to occupy air defenses and allow more advanced munitions to get through. All the drones were shot down before entering Israeli airspace, the Israel Defense Forces said.
Ali Hamie, a Lebanese military analyst, said Iran had probably gleaned important lessons about Israel's aerial defenses. Commentators on Iranian state television have made similar points.
"It could be a testing attack," Hamie said, "and the Iranians got what they want. Making it past the air defenses is not only a symbolic victory, but real victory."
One of the few missiles to make it through the interceptors hit an Israeli air base in the Negev desert. Images of the strike were run on loop on many state-run Iranian broadcasters in the days after the attack. Israel characterized the damage as minor.
In addition to analyzing Israel's air defenses, Tehran will probably also be studying the problems with its missile systems that reportedly led to failures at launch and in flight, according to Afshon Ostovar, a professor of national security affairs at the Naval Postgraduate School in California.
"Another attack could be more effective," he said. But ultimately the kind of approach demonstrated in Saturday's attack "is not really sustainable over a long-term conflict."
Even if Iran changed the tempo of attacks and adjusted the munitions used, "they would still have to launch quite a lot of stuff for just a few [munitions] to get through," he said.
Some Iranian officials have suggested they have held back their most dangerous weapons.
"We are prepared to use weapons we have never used before. We have plans for every scenario," said Abolfazl Amoui, a parliamentary national security spokesman, in an interview with Lebanese broadcaster Mayadeen.
But analysts say it's unlikely that any one type of munition could be a game changer. Rather, it's more likely Iran would use the same kinds of munitions in a future attack, but in a different way: giving less warning, or launching the barrage in concert with allied militant groups in the region. The country's proxy forces, from Lebanon to Iraq to Yemen, played little role in Saturday's assault.
As Israel mulls its response, Tehran has warned that a counterattack would come in "a matter of seconds."
"Iran will not wait for another 12 days to respond," Deputy Foreign Minister Ali Bagheri Kani said Monday.
While the United States and Israel have celebrated the thwarting of Saturday's attack, analysts are urging humility.
"The number of munitions it took to repel the attack was enormous, costly and could be difficult to replicate," said Tom Karako, the director of the Missile Defense Project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
"Israel may have gotten lucky and Iran may have gotten very unlucky."
William Neff and Suzan Haidamous contributed to this report.
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Italy moves to pass law allowing antiabortion groups inside clinics
U.S.-funded groups in Italy have been pushing for greater restrictions on abortion in the country, and many doctors won't perform the procedure.
By Stefano Pitrelli, Kate Brady | 2024-04-17

People protest in Milan on International Safe Abortion Day on Sept. 28, 2022. (Luca Bruno/AP)


ROME -- Italy's lower house has passed an amendment, part of the right-wing government's new health-care package, that would open the way for antiabortion activists to enter family planning clinics, raising fears that women's right to choose could be under threat in the country.
According to the amendment passed Tuesday, "nonprofit groups with qualified experience in supporting maternity" will be given access to family planning counseling centers that issue the certificates needed to obtain an abortion.
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni's government maintains that the amendment doesn't really change anything, but rather clarifies aspects of the 1978 law that legalized abortion -- by allowing the activists into the centers where they weren't permitted before.
"This was already included in the letter of the law, which we haven't touched," said Raffaele Nevi, a lawmaker in the prime minister's coalition. "That's the whole reason it got so easily approved: It changes nothing. ... It's just about applying it."

Italy's Giorgia Meloni attends a center-right coalition closing rally in Rome on Sept. 22, 2022. A month later, she would be prime minister. (Gregorio Borgia/AP)


Italy's opposition says the latest national amendment has dealt women's rights a "heavy" blow, noting that some regions, including Umbria and Marche, have already restricted access to the abortion pill.
"The right keeps on showing its nostalgic nature and its patriarchal and obscurantist vision, seeking every time to erode women's rights," said Silvia Roggiani, an opposition lawmaker with the center-left Partito Democratico. "While other countries progress in the protection of gender rights, it's only shameful that Italy should be taking steps back."
There has been a renewed focus on the issue of abortion in Europe since the U.S. Supreme Court's 2022 decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, which has resulted in restrictions on abortion in many parts of the country.
In February, France became the first country in the world to enshrine abortion rights in its constitution, while the European Parliament voted last week to include access to abortion in its Charter of Fundamental Rights. The resolution is nonbinding but has been welcomed by abortion rights groups nonetheless.
Meloni, who became prime minister in 2022, has promised not to change Italy's abortion law, but finding a facility providing safe abortions is becoming increasingly difficult.
Italy legalized abortion with the approval of Law 194 in 1978, when the country was still staunchly Catholic. It allows women to seek a termination in the first 90 days of pregnancy. After that, an abortion can be performed only if there is a risk to the woman's life or there are serious issues with the fetus.
Doctors can refuse to perform an abortion for reasons of conscience, and according to 2021 Health Ministry data, more than 60 percent of gynecologists won't carry out the procedure.
Italy's biggest antiabortion organization, Pro Vita e Famiglia (Pro-Life and Family), is among the groups that would be allowed to enter consultation clinics under the amendment. The groups have called for doctors who provide abortions to have a patient see the fetus and then hear its heartbeat before the procedure is carried out.
The organization has links to the U.S. antiabortion organization Heartbeat International, from which it has received nearly $100,000 in funding since 2014.
Jacopo Coghe, a spokesperson for Pro Vita, said that while the group has no intention of entering abortion consultation clinics, it must return to its "original function of helping women find concrete alternatives to abortion."
While the amendment still needs approval in the Senate, there is little hope among opposition lawmakers that the measure can be halted.
The amendment "is already in -- it's a done deal," Roggiani told The Post. "I don't think it can be stopped."
Brady reported from Berlin.
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Russia hits Chernihiv, killing 18 as Ukraine pleads for air defense 
With a U.S. aid package stalled in Congress, Russia has exploited Ukraine's ammunition and air defense shortages, destroying energy infrastructure across the country.
By Siobhan O'Grady, Kostiantyn Khudov | 2024-04-18

Rescuers work at the site of a hotel destroyed during a Russian missile strike in Chernihiv, Ukraine, on Wednesday. (Valentyn Ogirenko/Reuters)


KYIV -- At least 18 people were killed and more than 60 wounded in the northern Ukrainian city of Chernihiv on Wednesday when Russian missiles struck the downtown area during morning rush hour -- an attack officials said could have been stopped if Ukraine had adequate air defenses.
Russia launched three Iskander cruise missiles at the city, which is just 60 miles from the Russian border and was nearly encircled by Russian troops in early 2022.

A Russian missile attack killed more than a dozen people in Chernihiv, Ukraine, on April 17, according to local officials.


"This would not have happened if Ukraine had received enough air defense equipment and if the world's determination to counter Russian terror was also sufficient," President Volodymyr Zelensky wrote on Telegram. "There needs to be sufficient commitment from partners and sufficient support to reflect it."
Ukraine has three Patriot air defense systems, but officials here say 26 are needed to cover the entire country. Last weekend, after Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba intensified his appeals for more systems, Germany pledged to send another to Ukraine.
"Ukraine urgently needs more Patriot systems," the Foreign Ministry posted on X after the attack.

An officer of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine looks on as rescuers work at the site of a building destroyed by a Russian missile strike in Chernihiv, Ukraine, on Wednesday. (Valentyn Ogirenko/Reuters)


A $60 billion aid package for Ukraine has been delayed in the U.S. Congress for months, as House Republicans refuse to allow a vote on the aid. In the meantime, Russia has exploited Ukraine's ammunition and air defense shortages, destroying energy infrastructure across the country and slowly gaining ground in the east. Russian forces are currently advancing toward the town of Chasiv Yar, outside Bakhmut, the city they seized last year.
After the United States, Britain, France and Jordan helped repel a major Iranian missile and drone attack on Israel on Saturday, Ukrainian officials pointed to their rapid intervention as evidence that such defense is possible. Kuleba again referred to those efforts on Wednesday after the strike on Chernihiv.
"These innocent people would not have been killed or injured if Ukraine had sufficient air defense capabilities," Kuleba wrote on X. "Three days ago in the Middle East, we saw what reliable protection of human lives from missiles looks like."
"Ukraine's partners have the necessary means to help us save Ukrainian lives with the same level of efficiency," he added.
The strike destroyed an eight-story building and damaged a hospital, university facility and residential buildings, officials said. Three children are among the injured, and one of the dead is a 25-year-old police officer who was killed in her home.
"People may be under the rubble," Viacheslav Chaus, head of Chernihiv Regional Military Administration, wrote on Telegram. "Rescuers and medics are making every effort to reach people."
The strike is one of the deadliest to hit the city since Russia invaded in February 2022. In the weeks that followed, Russia regularly targeted civilian infrastructure in the city, including homes, hospitals and a bread line.
Last summer, seven people were killed and 140 others wounded after a Russian missile struck a theater in the city that was hosting a drone convention. Many lives were saved in that attack because attendees rushed to the theater shelter before the strike.
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Work Advice: I've been offered a promotion ... and condolences?
I'm excited and confident about a promotion, but someone from another department is pooh-poohing it. What's the deal?
By Karla Miller | 2024-04-18

(iStock/Photo illustration by Alexis Arnold/The Washington Post)


Reader: I joined a new organization about eight months ago. A few months in, I was approached about a department head position. I applied for it because I have prior management experience. Long story short, I was selected as the new department head and will officially start the new role in about two months.
Colleagues in my department have all congratulated me on the promotion. But someone not in my department came up to me and said: "My condolences!" When I looked at them quizzically, the person explained that my department is dysfunctional and nobody else wanted the job. I replied that I have prior management experience and expressed confidence about taking on the new role. The person went on to say that I am probably not getting paid much extra and that they assume that I am only taking this position to set myself up for other opportunities down the road.
I was speechless. This is a person I hardly know or interact with. Why the disrespect? How should I handle this situation?
Karla: You probably feel like the star of a suspense movie who moves to a new town and finds a gorgeous old mansion for a bargain price, only to have the local wild-eyed crank inform you that it's cursed. Is this a ploy by someone who wanted the property but got outbid, or would you do well to heed the warning and vacate before blood starts seeping through the walls?
The good news is, you have two months before your move-in date to investigate. So get to it.
I would start by asking the crank for a coffee chat to find out more. "Can you tell me more about what I should be on the lookout for? What are some examples of dysfunction you've seen? What do you think is causing it? Do you know which people are good resources if I need guidance?"
Practical answers to these questions would be great, but you should mostly be listening for clues about why this person who hardly knows you would feel the need to drop a black fly in your celebratory chardonnay.
If they're just a dirt farmer who enjoys stirring up [shenanigans], you will figure it out pretty quickly; their anecdotes will be either based on hearsay or focused on personal wrongs committed against them, offering little in the way of specific, useful tips for you. In that case, their disrespect isn't aimed at you personally -- aside from the insulting insinuation that you got the job only because no one else wanted it. Just assume that whatever they do, they do for their own reasons, not to help out the new kid.
That doesn't mean they're lying or wrong about the hazards of your new venture. Even bad intel, seasoned with a liberal pinch of salt, has its usefulness as background information.
And if this person does provide plausible examples and helpful suggestions, you should weigh their value against what you learn from speaking with actual denizens of your (allegedly) dysfunctional department.
What do they see as the challenging parts of the job, and where do they recommend you turn if you run up against those challenges? Who held that position before, and why did they leave? What kinds of skills or traits will be helpful in this position -- patience? A firm hand? Organization? Flexibility? Obsessive documentation?
Keep in mind that even the people who support you will offer at best a partial perspective of the bigger picture. But the more people you consult -- and the less invested you let yourself become in any one person's story -- the more accurate your expectations will be when you take the leap.
Incidentally, confidence is important, but be wary of complacency. Your prior management experience, while valuable, may not align with your current situation. You also need the humility to acknowledge what you don't know and the flexibility to at least consider other solutions.
Don't be so bound to how things "should" work that you overlook what's actually effective in this particular workplace. Your fresh perspective might be the key to breaking out of dysfunctional cycles -- but you have a better chance of getting people to respect that fresh perspective when you understand how the status quo came to be.
And if you approach this new opportunity with a realistic vision, you will be less invested in the sunk costs if it turns out to be dysfunctional beyond repair.
All that said: Congratulations on landing the promotion. Your mysterious naysayer is right about one thing: Regardless of the outcome, this opportunity will leave you wiser and better prepared for bigger things. And while I'm sure you would rather have a success story to add to your resume, even horror stories can show others what you're really made of.
Reader Query: Have you ever had a manager who was a nice, likable person -- and therefore a lousy manager? Let me know at karla.miller@washpost.com
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United Airlines says Boeing 737 Max blowout, grounding cost it $200M
United blamed its failure to turn a profit in the first quarter of 2024 on the temporary grounding of Boeing's 737 Max 9 aircraft after the Alaska Airlines blowout.
By Leo Sands | 2024-04-17

United Airlines planes at Chicago's O'Hare International Airport in 2021. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)


The emergency grounding of Boeing's 737 Max 9 jetliner cost United Airlines $200 million in the first three months of this year, the airline said, blaming the disruption for its failure to turn a quarterly profit.
The airline reported net losses of $124 million in 2024's first quarter, though it described its overall financial and operational performance in the period as "strong." United's Tuesday statement also pointed optimistically to a broader hike in demand for air travel compared with before the pandemic, fueling its own plans to grow its network. In 2023, the airline reported a net loss of $194 million in the first quarter, and a net income of $2.6 billion for the full year.
Tuesday's report caps off a turbulent quarter for United. After the door plug of an Alaska Airlines Boeing 737 Max 9 blew out midflight in January, federal agencies grounded dozens of Boeing planes and limited the manufacturer's ability to deliver aircraft on time -- forcing United to cancel thousands of flights, reformulate schedules and pause hiring.
After the blowout, the Federal Aviation Administration grounded 171 planes with the same plug door design, 79 of which belonged to United. The three-week emergency grounding led to widespread disruption for both United and Alaska -- the only other U.S. carrier to have the 737 Max 9 in its fleet. The airlines canceled thousands of flights each as schedulers sourced alternative aircraft to transport stranded passengers.
In addition to temporarily grounding the model, the FAA also announced that it would be applying deeper scrutiny to Boeing's manufacturing processes -- delaying the delivery times on existing aircraft orders for carriers, including United.
The FAA also imposed a monthly limit on the number of 737 Max jets that Boeing can manufacture until the agency can ensure the company is abiding by its own quality control procedures. It delayed the certification and deliveries of Boeing's 737 Max 10, a larger version of the Max 9 of which United originally ordered 277 in 2017.
To cope with delays to delivery schedules, United paused the hiring of new pilots for May and June, and even urged its pilots to take unpaid time off next month. Union officials told United pilots that "recent changes to our Boeing deliveries" were the reason for the offer of voluntary time off, The Washington Post reported at the time.
On Tuesday, United announced that it had adjusted its "fleet strategy" to reduce its reliance on the Max 10 in the next few years, and converted some of its existing orders of Boeing Max 10s to Max 9s. It also announced it had signed "letters of intent" to lease 35 new Airbus A321neos, expected in 2026 and 2027 -- a key rival to the Max 10.
"We've adjusted our fleet plan to better reflect the reality of what the manufacturers are able to deliver," United CEO Scott Kirby said in a statement.
A preliminary report by the National Transportation Safety Board after the Alaska Airlines blowout found that four bolts designed to secure the door plug were missing on the Max 9 jetliner. A FAA audit also identified significant weaknesses in Boeing's quality control and assurance programs, setting the aerospace giant a deadline in late May to formulate a plan that would address the issues. Boeing said it had launched new protocols for inspecting the manufacturing process and documenting subsequent adjustments to the panel.
When reached for comment on this story, a Boeing spokesman referred to comments made last month by its chief financial officer, Brian West, in which he said that the company had put customers in a "tight spot" and that "the most important thing we do is communicate with them. And they have been supportive of everything we're trying to do to enhance safety and quality for the industry."
In January, Alaska estimated that the grounding of the 737 Max 9 would cost the carrier $150 million. In subsequent regulatory filings, reported by the Associated Press, Alaska disclosed that it had received a $160 million "initial compensation" payment from Boeing to cover the pretax losses related to the blowout. United did not immediately respond to a request for comment on whether it sought similar compensation from Boeing.
Lori Aratani contributed to this report.
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Tesla revives Musk's multibillion-dollar pay proposal despite court ruling
The electric-vehicle maker's board is asking shareholders to vote again for the same massive compensation package that was thrown out by a Delaware court.
By Taylor Telford, Aaron Gregg | 2024-04-18

Tesla CEO Elon Musk would receive compensation valued at tens of billions of dollars if shareholders approve a new proposal. (Elizabeth Frantz for The Washington Post)


Electric-vehicle maker Tesla is asking shareholders to ratify a pay package for CEO Elon Musk worth tens of billions of dollars -- the same agreement that was thrown out by a Delaware court this year.
"We are coming to you now so you can help fix this issue -- which is a matter of fundamental fairness and respect to our CEO," Robyn Denholm, chair of Tesla's board, wrote in a Securities and Exchange Commission filing Wednesday.
The request sets up another battle over the compensation package for Musk, one of the world's richest men. Shareholders and corporate governance experts are likely to clash before the upcoming meeting where investors will decide whether to greenlight another exorbitant agreement rewarding Musk -- at a moment when he and Tesla are grappling with stagnating revenue and slumping stock prices.
After the Delaware ruling voiding the 2018 package, Musk started publicly pushing to move the company's incorporation to Texas, which he hopes will be friendlier to his businesses. (In February, he moved his rocket company SpaceX from Delaware to Texas.) Shareholders are slated to vote on whether to move Tesla, and whether to ratify the pay package, at a meeting in June.
Tesla declined to provide additional comment to The Washington Post.
Should shareholders ratify the new package, Musk will still have to appeal the Delaware decision voiding the agreement, said Anat Alon-Beck, associate professor of law at Case Western Reserve University.
"Even if shareholders approve this, they're going to move the company and face more litigation -- that's for sure," Alon-Beck said.
Tesla's stock price has plunged 37 percent so far this year, which has dented the pay package's value. But it was still worth nearly $45 billion based on the stock's closing price on April 12, Tesla said in the filing, down from $56 billion when the Delaware court issued its ruling in January. It would still be the most valuable compensation agreement in corporate America, at least on paper.
Tesla closed at $155.45 a share on Wednesday, down  1.1 percent.
In a letter to shareholders, the company said the package was "100% at-risk" because Musk was "entitled to receive NO salary, NO cash bonuses, and NO equity that would vest simply by the passage of time; instead, he was asked to deliver results that most thought were impossible."
Tesla argued that giving Musk such a massive compensation package is justified because he has led the company during a period of "transformative and unprecedented growth." The company also argued that the Delaware court decision is unfair to shareholders because 73 percent of them had voted for the pay agreement in 2018.
Ann Lipton, associate professor of law at Tulane University, said it's "inaccurate" for Tesla to argue that Musk hasn't been compensated for his work with the company.
"Even at the time this pay package was awarded, he already had a big slice of Tesla, which meant he had plenty of motivation to increase the stock price," Lipton said.
Plaintiffs in the Delaware case alleged that the compensation committee and board of directors' process for the 2018 approval was "deeply flawed." Chancellor Kathaleen McCormick said Musk used his "enormous influence over Tesla" to shape the package, leveraging his personal relationships with the board members who approved it, including longtime friends and his former divorce lawyer.
"We're only here because Elon Musk and Tesla do not adhere to the most basic practices of corporate governance," Lipton said. "A normal company would take the L if necessary, but Musk wants to continue with this very public feud."
One wrinkle for Tesla is that "a basic of contract law is that you can't make a contract for something you've already done," said Brian Quinn, a professor at Boston College Law School. The company is trying to get around that by using a section of Delaware law that lets investors "ratify" actions that are otherwise improper. But the stage is still set for further litigation, Quinn said.
Musk has said he hopes for more favorable treatment should Tesla reincorporate in Texas, and Quinn said he has no doubt shareholders will approve the move. But he says Musk might be mistaken about Texas being kinder to Tesla, noting that the state is "notorious" for having a "very aggressive plaintiff's bar."
"If you move to Texas hoping you're not going to get sued, good luck with that," Quinn said.
Dan Ives, an analyst at Wedbush Securities, said he believes the company will win shareholder support for both measures.
"On the [compensation] package which was already approved by shareholders at the time in 2018, this has been an area of contention among some investors but we would expect the 2018 package will be reapproved and the Delaware court ruling would be moot in essence as Tesla will now be moving to Texas," Ives wrote Wednesday in a note to investors.
In its Wednesday proxy statement, the board said a new vote to "re-approve" the compensation package is needed in light of the Delaware court decision.
The new proxy proposal has more details about how the board devised the pay package. A special committee of the board argued for "subjecting the original 2018 package to a new shareholder vote, accompanied by expansive disclosure" about the process that was undertaken and possible conflicts of interest for directors.
"This will give all of Tesla's stockholders their voice back," the special committee wrote. "They will get to decide Musk's compensation, with full knowledge of everything criticized in" the Delaware case.
Lipton noted that the "special committee" was composed of a single board member, which is unusual. Based on the proxy filing, she said, it seems like the committee's goal was to alleviate "uncertainty" around Musk's compensation rather than to reevaluate the deal.
"The special committee disclosures explicitly say that she didn't reconsider whether the package was fair to shareholders," Lipton said. "There was no attempt to revisit the pay package."
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        Trader Joe's recalls fresh basil after salmonella outbreak
        Emily Heil

        Trader Joe's is warning customers who purchased fresh basil from stores around the country after investigators linked the product to a salmonella outbreak.

      

      
        Sweet potato and a tangy glaze make turkey meatloaf special
        Julia Turshen

        Adding grated sweet potato gives sometimes-dry turkey a welcome dose of moisture, flavor and nutrition.
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Trader Joe's recalls fresh basil after salmonella outbreak
Trader Joe's is warning customers who purchased fresh basil from stores around the country after investigators linked the product to a salmonella outbreak.
By Emily Heil | 2024-04-18

(Gary Hershorn/Getty Images)


Trader Joe's has issued a recall of fresh basil sold to customers in 29 states and D.C. over a two-month period after federal investigators found a link between the herb and a multistate outbreak of salmonella.
The grocery chain has voluntarily removed the product from its shelves and is warning customers to throw away or turn into the store any 2.5-ounce plastic clamshell packages bearing a label reading Infinite Herbs Organic Basil if they purchased them between Feb. 1 and April 6. The potentially tainted goods were sold to customers in Washington, D.C., as well as Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia and Wisconsin.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced that it has detected an outbreak in which 12 people in seven states are reported to be infected with a strain of salmonella. In seven of the eight cases "with information available," people said they had been exposed to the Trader Joe's basil before becoming ill, regulators say. The CDC is warning customers who bought Trader Joe's basil and removed it from its packaging or froze it to throw it away as a precaution. The federal health officials also ask anyone who might have been exposed to the herb to clean and sanitize surfaces that came into contact with it and to contact a health care provider if they became sick after eating the herbs.
The CDC's investigation of the outbreak is ongoing, it said, aimed at determining the source of the contamination and whether any other products are affected.
A Trader Joe's spokeswoman said in an email to The Washington Post that the company prioritizes safety and typically errs on the side of caution in recalling foods. "With more than five decades of experience working directly with the producers of our products, we stand by our proactive practices and continually improve our food safety processes," she said. "We take these matters seriously -- personally, even, as our families eat and drink TJ's products, too."
When a recall is issued, she said, the company takes steps to notify potentially affected people. "Our recall-related communications go well beyond regulatory requirements: We share news through in-store signs, on our website and through email alerts," she said.
Salmonella infections can cause fever and gastrointestinal issues, including diarrhea and intestinal cramps, that can last as long as a week. While most people will recover without treatment, it can be particularly dangerous to children under 5, the elderly and people with weakened immune systems.
Infinite Herbs is a Miami-based supplier, the CDC says.
Last month, Trader Joe's issued a recall of roasted cashews sold in 16 states after a Food and Drug Administration inspection of its supplier uncovered that a lot of nuts tested positive for salmonella. Also in March, more than 61,000 pounds of steamed chicken soup dumplings at the grocer were recalled for possibly containing hard plastic.
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Sweet potato and a tangy glaze make turkey meatloaf special
Adding grated sweet potato gives sometimes-dry turkey a welcome dose of moisture, flavor and nutrition.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-04-18

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post) 


Happy Thursday! It's almost Friday! I've got a great meatloaf recipe for you today!
Sorry for all the exclamation points, but I'm just really excited about this one. It's a turkey meatloaf that relies on a generous amount of grated sweet potato to add moisture, texture and color to otherwise-blah ground turkey. Fresh sage and a maple-mustard glaze give it a Thanksgiving-anytime-of-year vibe. It's perfect with mashed potatoes (or rice, or noodles, or whatever) and a salad, or you can also throw a sheet pan of Brussels sprouts or broccoli in the oven while the meatloaf cooks for another easy side dish.
This is just the kind of weeknight dinner I often crave: hearty but not heavy, familiar but a little different.
Get the recipe: Turkey and Sweet Potato Meatloaf
I came up with this recipe at the end of last year. My pal Emmet and I did a special holiday menu for the clients of our Full Fridge Club, a prepared-meal service with a charitable bent, and I thought it would be fun to offer turkey meatloaf rather than a more traditional roast turkey or ham or something like that.
When we cook food for our clients, we have the same goals as any home cooks: We want food that tastes really good and doesn't take forever to prepare; we try to make things that use good-quality and, ideally, local ingredients, but we don't want everything to cost a lot; and we want things to reheat well because we know people won't necessarily eat a dish -- or all of it -- the moment they get it. This meatloaf checks all those boxes.
The sweet potato keeps the turkey from drying out when you reheat it (as does using dark meat or any packaged ground turkey that has at least 10 percent fat).
Speaking of reheating, you can put the whole meatloaf in a 300-degree oven or -- and I highly recommend this method -- reheat slices in a buttered or oiled skillet so they get browned on the cut sides. And speaking of making it ahead, it lasts for several days in the fridge. For even more of a head start, you can make the sauteed onion mixture a couple days before assembling and baking the meatloaf.
It's all very easygoing, which makes it worth exclaiming about!

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food sRey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Posttyling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Get the recipe: Turkey and Sweet Potato Meatloaf
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Ask Sahaj: My boyfriend's parents treat me like an outsider
Her boyfriend's parents see him as their golden child, and they treat the letter writer like a "random woman who wandered in off the street."
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-04-18

(Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Hi Sahaj, I've been dating a wonderful man for three years. I feel like an outsider when we spend time with his parents, especially since we moved away from our hometown last summer. It makes sense that they want to catch up with their son now that they don't see him every week. But how should I handle my discomfort? It is always most acute the first day, but if the visit is four days, they usually treat us both warmly by day 2 or 3.
He is their golden boy, their only son and youngest child, and when we see them it feels as if he is the most interesting man in the world and I am some random woman who wandered in off the street. Worse, my partner and I are in the same field, but I am in graduate school. I fear I will always be a less smart, less interesting version of him to them. I do not feel this way around his sisters and their husbands; they are very sweet, and we get along well.
In the nine months since he moved, we have spent close to 30 days total with his parents which included visits to our hometown for both Jewish (his family), Christian (my family), and secular holidays. We stay with them since they have a guest suite and my family does not have room for us. I am not very close with my family. We have discussed marriage, and it stresses me out to be stuck with a second family who is lukewarm on me, who will never be impressed no matter how hard I try to impress them. His parents apparently really like me, but they aren't outwardly friendly people, though they are generally generous, patient and kind.
Should I say something to the parents? Or keep it to myself until we're married, and then ask to be treated like family? Or is it normal for parents to love their child more than their child's partner, and I should just limit my time with them?
-- On the Outs
On the Outs: Before you do or say anything, reflect on your feelings and experiences. On one hand you feel like "some random woman who wandered in off the street" and on the other his parents are "generous, patient and kind." How do these two experiences actually coexist? I'm not denying you feel this way, but feelings are not always factual.
Consider what evidence is feeding this story you have of how they perceive you. How do you really know they think you're less interesting or smart? Why do you struggle to believe that they like you? When you say you "try to impress them," that indicates you're seeking validation from them. Why? What insecurities are surfacing when you're with them? How does your own relationship -- or lack thereof -- with your family exacerbate this issue. I wonder if there's unprocessed grief around your own family and a sadness that your future in-laws are not filling that void.
Confronting these feelings can help you get clarity on what you feel due to an insecurity -- and may need to heal on your own -- versus what you may actually need from the relationship to feel accepted and acknowledged. Think about what specifically you want from them to feel included. Is it asking more questions about you? Is it including you in conversation? Feelings can be abstract so being precise can help clarify your needs.
It's unlikely you will have the same relationship with your partner's parents as he has. This doesn't mean they like you less, it just means the relationship is different. This also doesn't mean you don't deserve to feel loved, welcomed and appreciated. Let go of the comparison to how they treat their son, and, instead, imagine what kind of relationship you can realistically have with them? In what ways can you nurture this relationship, too?
Then, you can have a candid conversation with your partner. Be honest about what you are feeling, what behaviors and actions you observe, and what you may need moving forward. Maybe your boyfriend can be more aware of bringing you into the conversation when you feel left out. You can also ask his siblings-in-law if they feel similarly to elucidate if it's you or if your partner's parents are just this way with everyone.
Finally, I hear a bit of resentment in your question. You are justifying the time you spend with them because you live far away now, because they have the space, because he is closer to his family. But what I hear is, this isn't what I really want, or even, I am not getting what I want from this relationship. It may be time to have a bigger conversation with your partner to set some boundaries around how often you are with his family.
Family dynamics are not black or white. They can evolve. You just have to figure out what you are willing to tolerate, where you can give benefit of the doubt, and what you absolutely need to move forward.
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7 ways to use wallpaper -- without covering a whole room
Design pros share their favorite tricks for making a big impact with just a little bit of wallpaper.
By Michelle Brunner | 2024-04-18
Hoping to add some punch to a powder room, I once attempted to install peel-and-stick wallpaper myself. Like a lot of homeowners, I went the temporary paper route because I wanted to introduce a little pattern and polish to the space, but I was leery of making a big commitment. The regrettable affair played out like a long-lost "I Love Lucy" episode -- undoubtedly titled "A Sticky Situation" -- in which more of the wallpaper ends up on Lucy than the walls. Needless to say, I had to call in a pro to set things straight.
Thankfully, for those who might be afraid to commit to the task (or a whole room of the stuff), there are many ways to bring wallpaper into your home. We rounded up a group of design pros to find out their favorite tricks for making a big impact with just a little bit of wallpaper. Here's what they recommend.
While wallpapering a powder room is hardly a revolutionary idea, any compact space -- nooks, mudrooms, vestibules, butler's pantries -- can benefit from a dose of pattern. "Wallpaper can really transform a tiny room or passageway from an afterthought into something special," says Liz Levin, an interior designer based in Washington, D.C. "It's one big brushstroke that works magic."
Levin says such spaces are ripe for wallpaper experimentation. "They aren't places where people spend a ton of time, so there's less chance they'll tire of the pattern," she says. "And because those rooms tend to be smaller, you'll spend less on materials." As for scale, don't be afraid to go big in a small space -- pros say it can actually make a tiny room feel larger.

Liz Levin wallpapered the ceiling of a library in Warrenton, Va., with a large-scale geometric print. (Stacy Zarin Goldberg)


For a recent project in Warrenton, Va., Levin wallpapered the ceiling -- often referred to as the "fifth wall" -- with a large-scale geometric print that stands out against deep-blue-painted millwork. Upstairs in a bedroom, she chose a smaller-scale pattern for the ceiling and coordinated it with matching draperies. While the wallpapers are wildly different, they have one thing in common: a light background.
"If you're nervous about wallpapering the ceiling, having paper with a white background helps," she says, offering this explanation: "Sometimes clients worry that using wallpaper with darker colors on the ceiling will make it feel like it's closing in on them." For the same reason, she also advises reserving this trick for rooms with higher ceilings.

Kate Hougen of Mira Jean Designs in Arlington, Va., used pink grass cloth wallpaper to line shelf cabinets. (Reema Desai Photography/Mira Jean Designs)


To lend whimsy and a strategic bit of red to a Texas family room, Houston-based designer Jennifer Barron dressed the backs of bookshelves with a cheerful cowboy boot print. "Because shelf dividers can really chop up a pattern, it's best to stick to a wallpaper with a smaller repeat," she says.
For a subtler look, Kate Hougen of Mira Jean Designs in Arlington, Va., ran pink grass cloth wallpaper behind shelf cabinets displaying glassware. "Oftentimes, you see people paint the backs of bookshelves a different color," she says. "Wallpaper can achieve that same effect, but it adds a richness that you just can't get from paint. It creates a pretty backdrop to showcase things."
Flip through any design magazine, and you'll surely see dining room walls covered in bucolic scenes of flowering vines or towering trees. To get the look without the cost and labor, Barron likes to frame single panels of scenic wallpaper and hang them in pairs or a trio to create a focal point.
"The cost of covering a room in scenic wallpaper from luxury brands can be astronomical," she says. "Framing is a way to bring in some character without breaking the bank." Another benefit: When you move, you can easily take the panels with you.
Barron recommends forgoing glass when framing. "Adding glass just makes it heavier and harder to move around," she says. "A good installer can put the paper on a board and get it really smooth." Many retailers, such as Ballard Designs, Etsy and Chairish, sell already-framed panels.

Susie Atkinson likes to use borders to highlight a room's existing architectural features. (Alex Edwards/Studio Atkinson)


Say the words "wallpaper border" and people may recall the cabbage roses and Tuscan grape vines that adorned bedrooms and kitchens in the 1980s. But modern borders are thinner and thankfully absent of such froufrou motifs; they're worlds away from their Reagan-era counterparts.
"We wanted to stay away from the wide and too-quaint borders we remember," says London-based interior designer Susie Atkinson of Studio Atkinson. Her updated border designs take their inspiration from legendary English design firm Colefax and Fowler, which used to neatly outline the walls of rooms with ribbon trim for a tailored look.
Atkinson likes to use borders to highlight architectural features that already exist, or to create visual interest where there is none. It's also a way to add a bit of pattern and color without spending a ton of money. "Wallpaper can be very costly, and borders are a way around that; also you can put them up yourself," she says.
For a dining room in the Chevy Chase neighborhood of D.C., Hougen wrapped the upper half of the walls in pink grass cloth, keeping the wainscot below painted white. "If you've got wainscot, papering above it is an economical way to install wallpaper without having to commit to it from floor to ceiling," she says. If you're working with a darker-patterned wall covering, she recommends painting the wainscot the same hue as the background color of the paper for continuity.

For a recent project, Anne Pulliam covered a lampshade and wastebasket in a floral wallpaper. (Stacy Zarin Goldberg)


To add a floral accent to a bedroom in a recent project, Richmond-based designer Anne Pulliam covered a lampshade and wastebasket in Penny Morrison wallpaper. She notes that Etsy is a great source to buy accessories already covered in wallpaper, but it's also a straightforward DIY project for craftier sorts. For guidance, she recommends watching YouTube tutorials.
"It's inexpensive and easy to switch out if you get sick of it," she says. "You could even change them out seasonally."
Michelle Brunner is a writer in D.C. who covers interior design and culture.
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How to make the most of your small patio
A tight outdoor space can still be highly functional -- and great to look at, too. Here's how experts say you can make a small patio live larger.
By Colleen Grablick | 2024-04-18
Just because your patio is small doesn't mean it can't be purposeful. Maximizing a compact space might require some creativity, but with the right inspiration there are plenty of ways to transform a tiny outdoor space into a place you'll actually want to be -- whether for hosting, gardening or just hanging out.
"It's just about getting the balance right, so you're not cluttered," says Edward Jones, owner of the landscape design company Outside Space NYC.
Here's how to do a lot with a little.
Before you buy furniture, planters or other accessories, make a realistic assessment of how you'll actually use the space. "A lot of times, [people] go to a store, they fall in love with the furniture, they get it, and then they have to deal with the size of it and it doesn't match," says Tatyana Swift, an architect and designer in D.C.
Think about how much time you'll spend out there, and what you'll be doing. Do you aim to host friends? Work from the outdoor sofa? Grow your own veggies? Once you have an idea of what's most important to you, measure your space and draw a loose floor plan to scale, advises Jones, keeping in mind how you want to orient any furniture, plants or lights. If you're hurting for inspiration, hunt for photos on Pinterest to get a general sense of the layouts that appeal to you. "It gives you a sense of direction, a vibe where [you] are going to feel happy," he says.

To keep from cluttering a compact patio, experts advise choosing one main purpose for it, such as this configuration of lounge seating around a fire. (Outside Space NYC/Outside Space NYC )


You may want to host, barbecue and grow six tomato plants, but try to be selective. Otherwise, you run the risk of creating a space that looks messy and is too crowded to enjoy. "If it's too much of various different things, then it might start looking overwhelming," Swift says.
Rather than loading it up all at once, start with one or two pieces to anchor the space, then build from there. If entertaining is your main priority, for example, start with a sofa and coffee table. Live in that for a beat before determining whether it's necessary to add anything more. "Maybe you think you want to grill but then realize, eh, it's not really necessary, or it would look ridiculous," says Irene Kalina-Jones, a landscape designer and Jones's wife and business partner.
Also helpful in a compact footprint: Choosing pieces that can be easily rearranged and carried into your space (or into an apartment building elevator). You may want to sit with your new furniture a bit before landing on its permanent arrangement, Kalina-Jones says, and no one wants to drag heavy metal across their concrete floor.
Once you've settled on the primary function for your patio, you can experiment with decor to make the space more inviting. Swift recommends adding solar-powered lighting, assuming your patio gets some direct sun during the day. Solar lanterns that can be affixed to a wall, string lights that can be looped around a ledge, or free-standing lamps are all options. For shadier patios, you can buy rechargeable or cordless outdoor lamps. These sun- and battery-powered products are preferable even if you have access to an outlet, since cords and cables will only add clutter and tripping hazards to an already tight space.

An outdoor rug and lighting can make even modest patios feel like an extension of the indoors. (Outside Space NYC)


Putting an outdoor rug beneath your furniture arrangement won't only add to the visual appeal of your space, it can also make the area feel more comfortable, says Swift. Matching the rug to the taste and decor of your home can make the patio seem more like an extension of your living room, she says, rather than a separate cramped area. It can also define different uses; for example, a rug under an outdoor sofa can help delineate that section from a gardening or eating area.
Look for rugs made specifically for the outdoors, in a durable material such as polypropylene or polyester. After big rains, you may want to hang your rug to air-dry to avoid mildew build up.

The sitting area of this Brooklyn terrace is divided from a dining and barbecue area (not shown) by two "kissing" trees. (Outside Space NYC)


You can also use planters to divide a compact space, says Jones. Placing one at the end of a sofa can section off a "lounge" area (even if it's just one piece of furniture), from a "dining area" (even if it's only a bistro table and two chairs) -- suddenly, your tiny patio has two distinct zones. Just make sure your planter doesn't block a walkway, he says.
When it comes to using plants for purely decorative purposes, Kalina-Jones recommends larger pots clustered together for a tight patio, rather than smaller planters scattered around it. It might seem counterintuitive to go bigger in a small space, but not only will this make for easier watering, it will lend the appearance of a bountiful garden, even in minimal square-footage. For the same reason, she advises choosing plants that bloom at different times of the year to avoid a sad-looking dead zone. "Make sure you combine plants that bloom at different times of the seasons," she says. "You don't want to have one box that's only blooming in the spring, and there's nothing happening in the fall."
Another way to create an "oasis," she says, is by setting a potted tree in a corner. She recommends low-maintenance options with shallow roots, such as Japanese maples and a variety of birches. It may even provide some shade.
You can also maximize space by growing plants in a vertical tower garden that you've either constructed yourself or bought premade. These structures, designed for plants that can climb, create a lush vibe without much sprawl. Tomatoes are one beginner-friendly option for vertical growing, says Elise Pickett, owner of The Urban Harvest, as long as they have enough sunlight. Other candidates, both edible and not, include peppers, cucumbers, herbs, ivy and climbing roses.

If you aim to grow veggies, you can maximize space by growing them in a vertical tower garden. Tomatoes are one beginner-friendly option that do well in this setting, says Elise Pickett, owner of The Urban Harvest. (Elise Pickett)


If you've got a shadier patio that you'd like to turn into an edible garden, Pickett suggests exploring root vegetables such as carrots or radishes, or leafy greens such as kale and lettuce, all of which do well in containers. As with furniture, she cautions against impulse buys when you hit the nursery. Plants require maintenance -- and space -- so only buy what you can realistically take care of and fit.
Colleen Grablick is a writer in D.C. who covers news and the occasional curiosity.
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Miss Manners: Visiting friend sleeps on the rug instead of guest bed
Visiting friend sleeps on the rug instead of the bed. The rug smells like body odor.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-04-18
Dear Miss Manners: I have a dear friend who lived in the same city I lived in for many years. Several years ago, I moved to the other side of the continent, and she now visits me once a year for seven to 10 days. To my surprise, instead of sleeping in the bed in the guest room, she opts for the thick Persian rug on the floor. I only realized this when I cleaned the guest room upon her departure the first time. The rug smelled of body odor, so rather than launder bed linens (easy), I had to clean the rug to rid the room of the residual odor.
She says nothing to me about her sleeping preferences, but she has done this on every single visit. I don't know how to address it, or even if I should. I don't want to embarrass her, but cleaning the rug is time-consuming and creates unnecessary wear on the fibers. (In case you wonder if I'm sure she is sleeping there, she left her door ajar one night and I happened past it.) Any suggestions?
Assuming this is a dear friend you care about, inquire if there is anything amiss with the bed in the guest room -- without being too specific about why you are asking.
This will give her the opportunity to confess that the springs have all sprung, or the mattress is so soft that, once one lies down, it is impossible to get back out without calling fire and rescue. Such an approach has the downside of being an implicit promise to correct any deficiencies -- and lacks the simplicity of swapping out the rug before her next visit.
Dear Miss Manners: My son has been dating his girlfriend for about six months. In many ways, they are compatible and good for each other. I am happy for him.
She is very sociable and has a bubbly personality, but she has the habit of answering any question posed in the room -- even if it is not directed to her. She answers the question before the person being addressed has the chance, and sometimes even interrupts the person asking the question to start answering it.
She is 24 years old, fresh out of college. Can Miss Manners please advise how I can let her know that this is not acceptable behavior? I have tried subtle, gentle hints without much success. I want to avoid awkwardness and bad feelings for my son's sake.
Correcting her manners is not your place, even if she someday becomes your daughter-in-law. But Miss Manners will tell you how to deal with the more limited problem of what to do when she answers a question intended for yourself.
Listen with measured, if not unlimited, patience while she gives her answer. And then give yours. That this will be mildly embarrassing for your son's girlfriend is regrettable, but if she, or your son, have the courage to point that out, you can innocently explain that the question was directed to you.
Eventually, the new girlfriend will figure it out -- just as, eventually, she will no longer be 24.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Ask Amy: Wedding and baby showers are out of control! Can I opt out?
Can this letter writer start skipping increasingly out of control baby and wedding showers?
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-04-18
Dear Amy: How should I react to some of the baffling requests for gifts and money when invited to wedding showers, weddings, and baby showers?
I just received an invitation for my niece's baby shower (my sister is her mom). Request number one was for a book instead of a card. Okay, fine, but she is asking people to give this, along with a gift. She then offered for guests to enter in a raffle if they would bring a package of diapers. This is in addition to the gift and the book. She then said not to wrap the gift, and to have the gift sent directly to their home, so she could visit with her guests instead of opening these gifts in front of them (not, of course, because opening gifts and acknowledging the people giving them is tedious or schlepping the gifts home is annoying.)
At a baby shower for a friend's daughter, I felt I'd broken the rules when I gave a gift that was not on the registry. This was in addition to giving a wedding shower gift and a wedding gift to someone I barely know.
Am I just overly sensitive because I got married at the courthouse and don't have kids? Can I decline some of these events and send a not-so-extravagant gift? Do I have to suck it up, even though I think this trend continues to bring out money grubbing expectations that have very little to do with connecting with others?
-- Petty?
Petty?: Remember this: Anyone can ask for anything. It's a free country! But receiving a request does not obligate you to do anything about it, except to politely RSVP to an invitation.
Back in the Stone Age when I was an expectant mother, baby showers were held in someone's living room; gifts were opened in front of the guests and a parade of tiny onesies were held up for everyone to appreciate. The guests were thanked and acknowledged at the time and -- if the expectant mother was savvy and polite -- a note would be sent to each of the guests afterward.
My insight into modern baby showers comes from a few I've attended more recently which are held in banquet halls and attended by dozens of women. Unwrapped gifts are placed on a table and guests pick up their preprinted "thank you" note on the way out of the venue. (I do like the trend toward not wrapping gifts at these huge events, due to the waste.)
Registries can be extremely helpful (they tell you what the recipient wants or needs), but you are not obligated to buy a gift off of a registry.
Dear Amy: I need a gut check. I've been with my girlfriend, "Stella" for three years. We are in our late-20s. Stella is great. She is gorgeous and loving and very nice. Everyone loves her. I do, too.
The problem I'm having is that she is extremely gullible. She believes whatever conspiracy nonsense has most recently floated through her social media feed. Most of this misinformation has to do with health-related issues and because she follows and comments on it, she is fed more of it. Her latest bit is that she believes that cellphones cause brain cancer.
She can believe whatever she wants, but now this is starting to interfere with my own life because she is trying to influence me. I'm tired of this and thinking of breaking up with her, but this seems like a trivial reason to break up with someone who is so great in every other respect.
Can you weigh in?
-- Bored
Bored: What a person thinks -- and how a person thinks -- is not a trivial matter. According to you, your girlfriend is also trying to control you. Do you want to go through life having to defend your own rational choices? Do you want to possibly have a family with someone whose views about health and wellness are so radically different from your own?
I sincerely doubt it.
Dear Amy: "Tricked in Illinois" believed  their mother was manipulating  them by asking for a ride to church.
My late mother wanted a ride to church on Christmas Eve and I was too busy and selfish to notice. She got a ride with my brother-in-law, who was divorced from my sister. He understood! I will always regret that day.
-- Wanda
Wanda: "Tricked in Illinois" described a history of manipulation, but I hope she will make her choice based on your perspective.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Carolyn Hax: What will this parent do after the kids graduate and move out?
A parent isn't sure what will fill the empty space after the teens launch, ending "carpools and youth sports and school."

By Carolyn Hax | 2024-04-18

(Nick Galifianakis/Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I am super blessed to have two pretty good teens in the later high school years. In this stage of parenting, I am finding myself with more free time (they drive themselves, don't want to hang out with me so much, have healthy social lives, etc.) and realizing how different things will be when they both leave the nest.
And this scares me a bit. I don't remember exactly who I am without carpools and youth sports and school. Most of the other parents I'm around either have a giant post-kids bucket list and can't wait to get started on it, or are super sentimental and not looking forward to moving on. I don't have a bucket list, and I am also working not to be overly emotional over a positive and natural progression.
I realize I am going to need to rediscover myself and get a life of my own. I guess I'm looking for someone to just tell me I will survive this transition and find a new me. And I feel bad for asking this, knowing I am in a lucky spot, but I feel like the next five years are a total blank -- what do I do after work once they launch?!
-- Empty Nest Anxiety
Empty Nest Anxiety: Anything. And, yeah, the blank canvas is always the scariest part of the project.
But if all you want is assurance that you'll get through it, then, thanks for the softball question. You'll manage. Because it's either that or unravel, just as it was when you brought your first child home for the first time, and you had no idea what you were doing and no ability to even peek around the corner to see how it would all end up.
That's really it, isn't it? We never know what's coming -- all we know, from experience, is that when it comes, we'll figure something out. It's with varying degrees of success, but that's also okay. The figuring out is part of why life is so rewarding.
Readers' thoughts:
* Empty nest is WONDERFUL. Okay, it's not all roses. But you will have time to do stuff just for yourself, just because you feel like it. Remember all the things you stopped doing because you no longer had time? Pick just one to start.
* Please, I beg you, begin preparing now. Hobbies, journaling, a schedule of friend lunches or day hikes. Yoga. Gardening. Traveling. Or whatever. Dust off those long-ago dreams. Did you want to be a writer? A painter? Birdwatcher? Stand-up paddleboarder? A chef? What did kid-you want to be and do? I see so many parents (usually mothers, thanks to the gender roles we're shoehorned into) lose the plot when their kids leave for college.
* I just sent my oldest off to college three time zones away. I was dreading saying goodbye at the airport for days, and indeed I did tear up when I hugged him goodbye.
But once he was gone, I was able to reflect and realize what it meant. He earned every bit of his admission to this university, and though I miss him, I am thrilled for him. He called me this morning for some advice, and I told him that if I didn't hear from him, I would just assume things are going great. And that's exactly what I'm going to do.
* Just a brainstorm for this mom. "The Artist's Way" by Julia Cameron revolutionized the direction of my life. I can't recommend it enough for someone starting anew. You don't have to consider yourself an artist, but tapping into your innate creativity is so clarifying.
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I have a lot of enemies. Am I the problem? Hax readers give advice.
A reader has had "multiple" friend and family relationships end badly, and wonders if it it's time to look inward.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-04-17

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I think I'm overly prone to making enemies or having important relationships end in a ball of flames. I've explored this with therapists but have always heard, "It's not you, it's them." But if it keeps happening, surely it's at least a little bit me, right?
I've been happily married for years, have several decades-long close friendships, have held jobs for long stretches, and am even friends with most of my exes. So my life is not a chaos machine! But on the other hand, I'm on the outs with multiple close relatives, and I've had very meaningful friendships end with a bang. I've probably had a true enemy at most of my jobs/activities since my college years (many years ago now).
Does everyone make this level of enemies or lose multiple major friendships? Something about this feels like I must be failing at life. I think I'm generally perceived like and act like a decent human being. I'm one to speak up if I see someone treated badly, and sometimes that annoys people. But others do that too and it doesn't seem to create a string of enemies. Maybe I'm just generally annoying and in a way that reveals itself over time so I burn through more people than normal and drive people to rage?
Is it possible to be actually nice and still collect lots of enemies? If so, any life hacks for making fewer enemies while still being a reasonably sincere version of yourself, for the sake of sanity alone? Are there some people who just get more annoying over time on average than others, and if so, how do I know if that is me? Or do I not want to know? I really don't want to be the villain in other people's life stories.
-- Enemy Magnet
Enemy Magnet: The issue here may be less about your experiences and more about your framing of them. I have relatives I dislike and avoid; there have always been people in my workplace whom I don't get along with and some of whom have deliberately undermined me; my best friend of 30 years ended our friendship in a dramatic and painful way. I could go on, but you get the idea.
I would never describe any of these people as "enemies," however. They're just people I dislike. Some of them I hate. Some of them hate me. Some of them have hurt me in ways I can't forgive. Some of them are people I have hurt. It's just life. If I tallied up every single one of these problematic relationships, I might feel a little weird, but I don't, because the good and reciprocal and loving relationships outweigh them.
You describe yourself as someone with positive long-term relationships. If that description is accurate, then your therapist is probably right ... except insofar as "it's you" due to your internal framing of relationship ruptures as "having enemies."
-- Enemy Anemone
Enemy Magnet: I am the same way! I chalk it up to having good boundaries, not shying away from speaking out when something is wrong, and being comfortable dealing with conflict that others would choose to avoid. People don't like it when you enforce boundaries they want to cross, or bring up issues they would rather not deal with.
Where someone else might, for example, choose to just slowly ghost a friend, I choose to address whatever issue there is in the friendship. This can lead to a full "end" to the relationship vs. a conflict-free fadeaway. It sounds like you're doing just fine.
-- Anya
Enemy Magnet: What an interesting question from someone who is aware they may not be fully aware. Delving into these issues could be a great exercise. Line up your facts. Literally, on a piece of paper or in your notes.
What subjects were involved? Was it always about the same subject when you blew up with friends? Did small tiffs happen first? How are these former friends different from your long-term friends? Do they blow up with other people? Or maybe it's as simple as talking for too long without listening. Or even an annoying habit like flossing your teeth in public.
Many times, our greatest strength -- say for example, hitting the nail on the head with our comments -- may also be our greatest weakness. For example, hitting the nail on the head when the other person absolutely wasn't ready to hear that. Put another way, "knows me so well they can finish my sentences" can become "always interrupting me." It may not be any one thing, but the accumulation of small things over time can reach a tipping point.
I'm extremely self-aware, except for those parts of me to which I'm completely blind. Figuring out your common threads, or categories of threads, where problems arise may provide insight. But don't worry too much. It really may be them, not you -- at least most of the time.
-- Write It Down
Enemy Magnet: I could have written this. A couple of years ago, I confided in a close friend about one particular blowup. She was kind and honest enough to tell me I have some personality traits that endear me to her but are obnoxious or even threatening to people with less self confidence.
My advice: Solicit the feedback of a few close friends who know you well and really listen with an open mind to what they have to say -- without interrupting, excusing or explaining. You might learn something about yourself. Then, you can decide whether you want to temper those aspects of your personality or accept that you are going to turn some people off. No one is liked by everyone.
-- Doggoneit
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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15 Passover recipes for a meaningful and delicious holiday
Here are a variety of Passover recipes for serving at your Seder or during the rest of the week-long holiday.
By Becky Krystal | 2024-04-17
Passover is a big food event. First, there are the traditional Seder meals typically held the first two nights of the week-long Jewish holiday, starting on April 22, commemorating the exodus of ancient Israelites from Egypt as they escaped slavery and wandered the desert for 40 years.  The dietary restrictions required for Passover -- including avoiding leavened bread and certain baked goods -- mean extra thought has to go into menu planning.
To help you figure out what to serve at your Seders and for the rest of the week, I've collected some enticing options from our archives.

Fluffy Matzoh Balls. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Club soda or seltzer helps these tender matzoh balls float, and schmaltz (chicken fat) lends lots of savory flavor. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


You don't need chicken to make a satisfying matzoh ball soup. This recipe uses chickpeas, which only some Jews will eat for Passover, so check with your guests first. (Need a vegan option? We have you covered.) Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


A brisket recipe is welcome at any important Jewish holiday. Make sure you buy ketchup with a kosher-for-Passover label. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


This brisket comes together in a slow-cooker for supremely tender meat without a lot of babysitting. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Serve this casserole at a Seder or for another Passover week dinner. You can make it vegetarian by skipping the chicken skin garnish and using olive oil instead of the schmaltz. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Haroset is part of the Seder meal, representing the mortar used by enslaved Israelites in ancient Egypt. This is a rendition from cookbook author Joan Nathan with apples, wine, nuts and cinnamon. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


For a different texture, try haroset made with dried fruit. Cardamom, with its complex aroma, is a nice change of pace from the expected cinnamon. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Marie Ostrosky for The Washington Post)


Parsley is part of the Seder plate and dinner, but inevitably you end up with an entire bunch you need to use up. Here, it gets to shine in a bright green salad along with onion, tomatoes, cucumber and bell pepper. Get the recipe.

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Serve this crisp kugel -- made gluten-free thanks to potato starch -- as a light breakfast or lunch, or as a Seder side. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Weeknight Passover dinners can sometimes feel like a challenge. Have a little fun with an upgraded version of this crowd-pleasing dish. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


You won't be able to put down this dessert, featuring layers of matzoh, butterscotch and glossy chocolate. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Store-bought macaroons are a Passover staple. They're pretty simple to make from scratch, though, and this recipe pops with floral saffron and sharp, sweet crystallized ginger. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Gluten-free cakes often appear on Passover tables. This flourless treat uses eggs, butter (or margarine), nuts and lots of dark chocolate for a truly luxurious result. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Made from softened, crumbled matzoh mixed with beaten eggs, pine nuts and raisins, these fritters from Rome are deep-fried until light and crispy on the outside and custardy on the inside. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Anyone who's had leftover matzoh has probably made matzoh brei. Here's a recipe that can stand up as a main course for breakfast, lunch or dinner. Get the recipe.
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Cooking chat: Is it better to crack eggs on a bowl rim or the counter?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-04-18

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
A few questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Why are restaurants rushing diners through meals? We aren't lingerers. 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-04-17

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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These banana pecan muffins are a naturally sweet start to your day
Sweetened with ripe bananas and date sugar, these muffins are gently sweet without any added sugar.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-04-17

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Ripe banana is one of my go-to ingredients for adding sweetness more healthfully. I add slices of it in peanut butter sandwiches instead of jelly, mash it into pancake or waffle batter, and blend frozen chunks of it into smoothies -- no additional sweetener needed. I typically buy a couple of bunches at a time, let them get very ripe with plenty of brown spots, then peel them, break them into chunks and freeze them so I always have some on hand.
Bananas contain sugar -- that's what makes them taste sweet -- but their sugar is naturally "packaged" with fiber, antioxidants and essential nutrients, so using the whole fruit is a significantly better way to add sweetness than refined sugar. The fruit also brings its quintessential banana flavor and a measure of moisture, so while it isn't optimal for every recipe, when it works, it really works. These muffins are a prime example.
Get the recipe: Banana Pecan Muffins
Mashed, ripe bananas are these muffins' driving ingredient, built to make the most of the overripe fruit. The fruit is mashed, then bound into tender muffin form with whole-wheat flour and egg, perfumed with cinnamon and vanilla, and textured with a crunch of pecans, for a cakelike experience that is nourishing, too.
They do need a dose of sweetness beyond the banana, and I offer two options for achieving that. One is date sugar -- a whole-fruit sweetener made of ground, dried dates -- which makes the muffins free of added sugar and imparts a more subtle sweetness. (The other option is regular light brown sugar, which yields a more traditional but still-subtle level of sweetness.)
Whichever sweetener you choose, you'll wind up with an alluring batch of muffins, ideal at breakfast or with an afternoon tea or coffee, to sweeten your day in just the right way.
Get the recipe: Banana Pecan Muffins
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With the BRSO, Sir Simon Rattle gets the orchestra he always wanted
The charismatic former director of the Berlin Philharmonic and the London Symphony Orchestra is now in his inaugural year leading the esteemed German orchestra.
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2024-04-18

Sir Simon Rattle conducts the Berlin Philharmonic. (Astrid Ackermann)


For those who love out-of-town orchestras, this is a particularly strong season. The Rotterdam Philharmonic brought its tour to an energizing close a few weeks ago. On April 27, you can hear the Bamberg Symphony perform with pianist Helene Grimaud at George Mason University. And on April 30, Washington Performing Arts welcomes the arguable highlight of the spring roster of visitors, the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra, led by one of the classical world's most charismatic conductors, Sir Simon Rattle.
Rattle, 69, is the former principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic and is currently in his inaugural season as director of the BRSO. In February, the Czech Philharmonic announced the appointment of Rattle as its next principal guest conductor for a five-year term, effective with the upcoming 2024-2025 season.
A massive star in his native England (he was born in Liverpool), Rattle launched his career with the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra from 1980 to 1998. And, most recently, he concluded a high-profile  six seasons leading the London Symphony Orchestra, leaving the post as sweeping governmental budget cuts and post-Brexit economic shakeouts have destabilized Britain's classical landscape. Rattle has told interviewers that his reasons for leaving were "entirely personal," allowing him to be closer to his home and family in Berlin.
One of Munich's four orchestras (along with the Munich Philharmonic, the Munich Radio Orchestra and the Bavarian State Orchestra) the BRSO has been helmed by a proud lineage of directors including Eugen Jochum, Rafael Kubelik, Sir Colin Davis, Lorin Maazel and until his death in 2019, Mariss Jansons.

Rattle conducts the Berlin Philharmonic. (Astrid Ackermann)


The orchestra's long-standing "Musica Viva" series of works by contemporary composers was founded in 1945 by Karl Amadeus Hartmann, picked up in 1948 by Bavarian Radio (a year before the BRSO's founding) and continues to this day. Boasting a long legacy of composers conducting their own works -- Stravinsky, Boulez, Penderecki and Stockhausen all premiered music with the orchestra -- the series has helped cement the orchestra's reputation as hospitable to experimentation. (This summer, the BRSO will launch an experiment pointed the opposite direction -- a period-instrument ensemble that will spend the summer exploring Bach's cantatas.)
Rattle made his debut with the BRSO (and the Bavarian Radio Chorus, which he will also lead) in 2010 with a performance of Schumann's "Paradise and the Peri." And the affection he has since developed for the orchestra appears mutual -- its website features an excited cartoon Rattle, his most prominent feature that signature bouncing cloud of white curls.
On April 30, Rattle and the BRSO come to the Kennedy Center with a program including Wagner's "Prelude und Liebestod" from "Tristan und Isolde," Alexander von Zemlinsky's "Symphonische Gesange" (a piece featuring words by Black American writers including Langston Hughes, Jean Toomer and Countee Cullen), and Beethoven's "Symphony No. 6 in F Major" (the "Pastorale").
I caught up with the conductor by phone from his home in Berlin, where he has lived since 2003 with his wife, the mezzo-soprano Magdalena Kozena, and their three children.
This interview has been edited and condensed for clarity.
You're making your first visit to D.C. in 20 years with the BRSO. What do you see as the value of an orchestra touring internationally in 2024?
We are all thinking so carefully about what we're doing, why we're doing it, whether this is the right thing to be doing. All the European orchestras are having enormous debates about it, just for the sake of the planet. Musically, the benefits have always been enormous, to share the way an orchestra plays music with other countries. America is full of great orchestras, but European orchestras play in a very different way, and we all learn from each other. But also, in playing, going around the world, we get closer together. A tour is a unique opportunity -- we try to leave something in the places we go, so we're not just jetting off and jetting back.
What can you share about the character of the BRSO that drew you to it?
I fell in love with the orchestra when I was a teenager. I collected records and I loved Rafael Kubelik, who was the conductor at the time. He influenced me in so many ways. When I was 16, the orchestra came to Liverpool and played the Beethoven Ninth symphony. I had never seen such a complete contact between conductor and orchestra; they seemed to be inside each other's skins. There seemed to be rather extraordinary improvisation going on. This idea that an orchestra and conductor had such a degree of communication was one of my most enormous lessons in conducting, full stop -- that this was even possible. From there I did whatever I could to sneak into Kubelik's rehearsals to watch how this happens. It never occurred to me that one day I'd be at the head of the same orchestra.
What's at the core of your compatibility with the orchestra?
I'm not always a very enthusiastic guest conductor. I tend to be terribly cautious. But when I first met them I realized immediately what a sense of collaboration there was there. This isn't just the influence of Kubelik, but of [Mariss] Jansons. They came in with the idea of collaborating as fully as possible. How do you believe this music goes, and what can we all do together to make that a reality? I realized within half an hour at the first rehearsal that this was an orchestra I wanted to keep in touch with. Like everybody else, I thought we would have at least another decade of Mariss's wonderful music-making. But of course, the last time the orchestra came to the United States was the last concert Mariss conducted -- at Carnegie Hall, which he almost didn't get through. He was very weak, but still full of music, and the orchestra felt they had to give him everything in return. I think that's still a traumatic thing for an orchestra to have gone through.
What was the thinking behind the program? With the exception of the Zemlinsky, it's music that we're quite familiar with. Is this in service of showing something distinctive about the BRSO?
In some ways with the touring repertoire, this is just the way this particular cookie has crumbled. But, of course, what you will hear is one of the greatest of all the German orchestras playing right in the center of their repertoire. And the Zemlinsky is this extraordinary thing, with words written by great Black American authors and interpreted by Zemlinsky. This is very typical of the Weimar time.
You just left the London Symphony Orchestra. I wonder if you could tell me a little bit about the state of the arts in England. What's happening?
It's a struggle in my old country -- there's absolutely no doubt. What is amazing is the level of music-making that there is, despite the fact there is so little support. My old orchestra in Birmingham, along with every other arts institution in Birmingham, just got the news that next year the funding will be cut by 50 percent, and the following year by 100 percent. That's a very extreme example of what's going on in our country, but it's a struggle. The LSO, which is a wonderful orchestra -- they earn their living by touring. It's not a boring life, but it's a brutal life. As I face my 70s, it's just simply something I couldn't keep doing. They need to use up somebody else. It was of course, a very, very difficult decision to make, but it was absolutely a necessary one for my family.
And what about in Germany? I've read interviews where you've commented on how differently classical music is embraced.
I mean, of course, not everything is perfect in mainland Europe, but particularly in Central Europe, music is just considered absolutely part of what is necessary. I used to enjoy very much the fact that Angela Merkel would go watch football one day and come to the Berlin Philharmonic the next. So in that way, the idea that culture is important and should be part of everybody's life is still on the agenda. But there are a lot of discussions about radio orchestras in Europe, about whether this is still necessary, whether this should still exist, whether these should still be supported. So I think there are plenty of fights ahead. And this is a problem for the arts all over the world: simply, to put a stake in the ground and say we are here, this is still a necessity, not a luxury.
The Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra performs at the Kennedy Center Concert Hall on April 30. Visit www.washingtonperformingarts.org.
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The 35 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
A packed week includes the return of Filmfest D.C., the National Cannabis Festival, Earth Day activities and a Formula One car on Pennsylvania Avenue NW.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-04-18
The cherry blossoms are gone, but spring really shifts into high gear this weekend -- and we're not just saying that because a Formula One car is racing up and down Pennsylvania Avenue NW on Saturday afternoon. Filmfest DC officially opens Thursday, Earth Day activities abound, the National Cannabis Festival returns, National Park Week begins, Saturday is Record Store Day and there are plenty of delicious beverages to sip.
Oh, and in case you haven't heard -- Taylor Swift has a new album coming out first thing Friday. We have a whole list of listening parties, bingo, trivia and other events.
Filmfest DC
Downtown's beloved Landmark E Street Cinema is the site of most of the screenings for Filmfest DC, the Washington film festival now in its 38th year. This year's 10-day festival spans 65 films from 32 countries, including selections from the Arabian Sights Film Festival, which merged with Filmfest DC in 2020. At Landmark, watch movies like "Bye Bye Tiberias," a documentary about actress Hiam Abbass's return to her Palestinian village after a long absence; French screwball comedy "A Difficult Year," about a pair of grifters turned unlikely climate activists; South Korean road rage thriller "A Normal Family"; and MetroShorts, a collection of short works by D.C.-based filmmakers. Filmfest DC is also taking selections outside of the theater, with an alfresco movie night at the Wharf and a free showing of go-go documentary "Bring the Beat" at the Kennedy Center. Through April 28 at various times and locations. Free to $14 for individual films; "director's pass" for 10 films $100.
Tortured Poets Department Album Release Party at Royal Sands Social Club
A fundraiser for the American Heart Association, the Miss America Scholarship Foundation and the Miss District of Columbia Scholarship Organization, the party at the Royal Sands includes a screening of the "Eras Tour" film, friendship-bracelet-making stations, Swift-themed cocktail specials and a photo scavenger hunt, leading up to the midnight listening party. Look for $9 drinks and discounted food, including sushi and ahi tuna tacos. Admission includes a door prize ticket for prizes including merchandise or gift cards from D.C. businesses, and unlimited friendship bracelets. 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. $35-$40.
Third Thursdays: Documenting Music in D.C. at Alley Cat
This edition of the Friendship Heights Alliance's Third Thursday events explores the history of the District's ever-changing music scene, from 1920s jazz to 1970s go-go and 1980s punk. Hear from Charvis Campbell, executive director of Home Rule Music and Film, and Cynthia Connolly, photographer, curator and publisher of "Banned in D.C.: Photos and Anecdotes from the D.C. Punk Underground '76-'86." 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Passover Movie Night at Sixth and I: 'The Prince of Egypt'
DreamWorks' 1998 animated film "The Prince of Egypt" is the center point of Sixth and I's Passover celebrations. Along with the movie, which tells the story of the Book of Exodus, expect snacks, drinks and a singalong to the Oscar-winning ballad "When You Believe." Despite the movie technically being geared toward kids, the event is open only for those 21 and over. The movie kicks off at 8 p.m., and the happy begins half an hour earlier. 7:30 p.m. $18.
National Cannabis Festival at the Festival Grounds at RFK
Organizers hope the National Cannabis Festival eventually grows into "South by Southwest for cannabis lovers," with advocacy events and the National Cannabis Championship among the festivities surrounding the festival, held the weekend of 4/20 (obviously) at the RFK Festival Grounds. But the two-day concert remains the major draw, and this year's edition might be the biggest ever, headlined by Wu-Tang Clan and Redman on Saturday. (Let's say the odds are high you will hear "How High.") Thundercat tops the bill Friday night, but the lineup is loaded with D.C. talent, including go-go troupe Backyard Band, techno trio Black Rave Culture and rapper Noochie, whose "Live From the Front Porch" series has turned his yard into one of the city's most exciting venues. Friday from 4 to 10 p.m., Saturday from noon to 10 p.m. $55-$900.
Bad Reputation Fest at the Runaway
The rumors of the Runaway's demise have been greatly exaggerated, with the Brookland venue slated to close before being saved by a well-timed rent decrease. To celebrate, the club is hosting Bad Reputation Fest, promising three days of beers, burgers and nearly 20 bands. On the audio agenda: punk and rock, mostly from the DMV, including monster-themed surf act Daikaiju, "happy punks" Buko Buko, indie rockers Broken Hills and many more. Through Sunday. $35.
Formula One fan fest at Union Market
Formula One racing has grown in popularity in D.C., with die-hard fans waking up early or staying up late so they don't miss broadcasts from Japan, the Netherlands and other far-flung racetrack locations. This weekend, Red Bull Racing -- the team that boasts F1's top two drivers, Max Verstappen and Sergio Perez -- visits D.C. for a two-day promo trip. The event starts Friday afternoon with a fan fest outside Union Market, featuring an RB19 car on display, racing simulators, Q&As, a hands-on pit stop challenge, a merch shop and a performance by Joony. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Taylor Swift Rave at Public Bar Live
This aptly named event at the multilevel Public Bar is more dance party than listening party, and every available inch around the dance floor fills up when the DJ starts. Expect all the hits, themed drinks and photo stations. Organized by Drinks in the District, the rave features Hot 99.5, which is raffling tickets for the Eras Tour show in New Orleans. 10 p.m. $24.99.
Taylor Swift Album Drop Party at Bark Social
Does your four-legged friend love "1989" as much as you do, or is it more of a "Fearless" Chihuahua? Dress your dog up for its favorite Era at Bark Social's Alexandria and North Bethesda dog park/beer garden hybrids, which will be playing Taylor Swift tunes, awarding prizes for the best Taylor-inspired human and dog costumes, and serving $5 Swiftie cocktails. No dog is required for entry, though dogs must be registered with Bark Social, including their current vaccine records. Bethesda from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Alexandria from 5 to 10 p.m. Free for humans. Dogs require a day pass or monthly membership. (If your dog isn't already a member, you can get a free day pass online.)
The Rakim & DJ Jazzy Jeff & Ravi Coltrane Project at the Kennedy Center
The Kennedy Center's inaugural Hip-Hop &... Festival staged several shows in March, but its closing event brings together hip-hop icons Rakim and DJ Jazzy Jeff with saxophonist and bandleader Ravi Coltrane, the son of John and Alice Coltrane, for a performance with a full band. 8 p.m. $59-$169.
'Sustainable Fashion, Waste and Black Consumerism' at Eaton House
This three-day event at the Eaton hotel dedicates the weekend before Earth Day to discussions about sustainability in fashion culture, including clothing waste management, and Black consumerism. Panels include topics like the "psychology, marketing and influence of the Black dollar in fashion"; there's a demonstration on upcycling old jewelry; and guest speakers including Bridgett Artise share tales from the growing sustainability movement in the industry. There are also pop-up (sustainable!) shops throughout the event. Friday from 6 to 8:30 p.m., Saturday from noon to 7:30 p.m., Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. $25-$55.
House of Rendered Reflections Fashion Show at Artomatic
In honor of Earth Day, the sprawling Artomatic arts festival presents a sustainable runway show of local and environmentally conscious fashion. 6 p.m. Free.
Earth Day activities
Earth Day isn't enough for the crunchy city of Takoma Park, which celebrates a whole Earth Month, including a party in Sligo Creek Stream Valley Park. Join for a guided tree walk, face painting, snow cones and art activities. (10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.) At the annual Earth Day Fairfax at the Sully Historic Site, kids can learn about the science of weather forecasting, do experiments, meet farm animals or visit a touch-a-truck exhibit, while adults enjoy live music, yoga and ax throwing, or visit the local craft beer garden. (10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; $10 parking.) The Smithsonian American Art Museum and the National Portrait Gallery team up for the Earth Day Family Festival, with live music, scavenger hunts, curator talks and, of course, hands-on art activities. (11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.) The Anacostia Community Museum's Honor Earth festival features walking tours, chalk art, a clothing swap, exhibitors talking about plant care and D.C.'s tree canopy, and youth cooking and tasting demos. (10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.)
Red Bull Showrun and Formula One viewing party
Continuing with the F1 action (see Friday), Red Bull shuts down Pennsylvania Avenue between Third and Seventh streets NW for the Showrun, with 13-time Grand Prix winner David Coulthard driving an RB7 Formula One car along a closed course between 4 and 6 p.m. Gates open at 1:30 p.m., with food and drinks and interactive activities. Red Bull's FAQ for the event says, "If possible, please bring and wear ear protection." That evening, the D.C. Motorsport Community hosts a viewing party for the Chinese Grand Prix at Duke's Grocery in Navy Yard. Since the race doesn't begin until 3 a.m. Eastern time, there's a pre-party starting at 10:30 p.m. with DJs Alex Love and Farrah Flosscett, drink specials, and a late-night food menu. Duke's is open until 6 a.m., with the race and F1 TV data screens on all TVs.
Rooftop Beer Fest at Hi-Lawn
The spacious Hi-Lawn bar atop Union Market is planning an epic picnic on its faux-green grass: The inaugural Rooftop Beer Fest brings in 16 brewers to pour unlimited samples. D.C. favorites like Anxo, Atlas Brew Works, DC Brau and Right Proper Brewing are joined by out-of-town producers, including Two Roads Brewing, Allagash and Sierra Nevada. (Nonalcoholic beer will be available, too.) Hi-Lawn is grilling brats all day, or you can snag tacos from Little Miner Taco and Nashville-style hot chicken sandwiches from pop-up Little Hot Chicken. Lawn games and live music round out the afternoon fun. Two three-hour sessions begin at noon and 4 p.m. Noon to 7 p.m. $40-$50.
'The Big Lebowski' parties
While shooting "The Big Lebowski," Jeff Bridges, who played Jeffrey "the Dude" Lebowski, would ask the Coen brothers, "Did the Dude burn one before this scene?" That should tell you why viewing the 26-year-old classic has become a tradition on 4/20. The Alamo Drafthouse theaters in D.C. and Crystal City are hosting their trademark interactive "movie parties" that involve props, such as glow sticks and mini bowling balls for audience members, as well as themed drinks. (7 p.m. $16.) Meanwhile, the annual Big Lebowski Experience at Pearl Street Warehouse is a fittingly weird immersive experience, with costumed characters portraying roles from the film onstage while a band performs the movie's soundtrack. You'll just have to trust us on this one. Costumes encouraged. (7 p.m. doors. $16.50-$30.)
Record Store Day at Love People Records
Record Store Day returns with some sought-after vinyl -- a single with Olivia Rodrigo and Noah Kahan covering each other's songs; a new Pearl Jam album; a 1996 De La Soul concert recording -- that will bring lines to local record stores. Byrdland near Union Market has a waiting list for Saturday morning appointments; at Annapolis's Ka-Chunk, people have been known to get in line as early as midnight. If you're making the day a vibe instead of just hunting for limited-release records, though, head to Kensington. Love People Records -- one of our favorite recent arrivals -- is shutting down Fawcett Street for the day, with DJs, live music from Oddisee and Rack-Lo, live painting, and food and drinks. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Taylor Swift Karaoke at Quincy Hall
Ballston's Quincy Hall marked the release of "1989 (Taylor's Version)" with a Halloween karaoke contest -- a gambit so popular that the venue is resurrecting it for an album of new material. Get there early to sign up for classic hits or new material, sip on themed cocktails, and sing along with whoever's on the mic. Specials include $3 pizza slices and $3 jello shots from 9 p.m. until close. 9:30 p.m. Free.
National Park Week
National Park "Week" is actually bigger than the name suggests: The celebration of America's national parks stretches to nine days, each constructed around a different theme, such as conservation on Earth Day (Monday) or Junior Ranger Day (April 27). The fun starts Saturday with "Discovery," when entrance fees are waived at parks across the country. In the D.C. region, this includes Great Falls Park and Great Falls Tavern, Fort McHenry, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, and Prince William Forest Park. This is a busy day for parks, so early arrival is recommended. Through April 28. Free on Saturday; prices vary other days.
Brookside Gardens Plant Sale
We're fully into plant sale season, which is a boon for anyone who needs a nudge to start beautifying their patio or backyard. Enjoy a day out at Brookside Gardens in Wheaton, exploring the Japanese-style garden or the colorful azaleas, before browsing small plants, shrubs and trees for sale and getting advice on care and feeding from the gardens' horticulturists. Proceeds benefit the public garden. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Georgetown House Tour
The reliably charming Georgetown House Tour provides a rare chance to peep inside historic homes in one of the city's best-known neighborhoods, and the properties on this year's tour feature intriguing backstories. For example, Archie Roosevelt Jr. -- a grandson of President Theodore Roosevelt -- and his wife, Selwa, restored a house on N Street NW from near ruin to splendor in the 1950s, while a brick rowhouse on P Street NW was once home to Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and his wife, Nancy. Some are just drop-dead gorgeous: One house on S Street NW features a small pool and a backyard pond right in the middle of bustling Georgetown. Stick around after your walking tour for a refined snack during the Parish Tea at St. John's Episcopal Church from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., stocked with desserts from partners like Georgetown Cupcake and Olivia Macaron. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. $60 in advance, $65 on the day of the tour.
Zwanze Day at the Sovereign
Every year, cult Brussels brewery Cantillon releases a brand-new beer that's exclusively available at parties taking place simultaneously (or mostly simultaneously) around the world, from Shanghai to Thessaloniki, and Sydney to Stockholm. D.C.'s participant is, of course, the Belgian beer bar the Sovereign. Head to Georgetown for a day of celebration, with seven Cantillon lambic beers on draft, and seven others, including rare vintages, in bottles. This year's Zwanze Day beer is a typically unusual offering: a two-year-old lambic blended with sea lettuce and fermented underwater in abalone cages in France. How does it taste? You'll have to wait until the mass toast at 3 p.m. Eastern time. There are no tickets, so arrive early. 10 a.m. Free admission.
Chacho's Spicy Margarita Launch Party
When Chacho, the D.C.-based distillers of a spicy, jalapeno-infused aguardiente, announced the release of a canned cocktail earlier this month, the press release from the founder sounded as surprised as anyone else. "Are we a few years late to the party? Yes. Are there already hundreds of established big-name brands to compete with? Also yes." Chacho does have a secret weapon, though: Its spicy spirit, which is found on bars across the city, is the backbone of an award-winning margarita served in the distillery tasting room. To mark the arrival of the canned Spicy Margarita in stores, Chacho is hosting a launch party with food trucks and tastings at the distillery. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Earth Day Market at Waredaca Brewing
Laytonsville's Waredaca -- a craft brewery on a working, environmentally conscious horse farm -- marks Earth Day with a pop-up market offering flowers, plants, vintage home goods and other vendors, plus a taco truck and live music. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Women's Market at Caboose Commons
Soaps, candles, yarn, children's accessories, jewelry and prints are among the handmade objects that 20 vendors are showcasing and selling during the Women's Market at Fairfax's Caboose Commons. Grab a beer (or cocktail or soda) while browsing vintage goods and listening to live music by singer-songwriter Lauren Farrar. 3 to 7 p.m. Free.
Rich Medina at Extended Play
Rich Medina is a man of many talents: a globe-trotting DJ; the founder of the Afrobeat dance party Jump N Funk; a producer who worked with Jill Scott; a spoken word artist; a college lecturer. But above all that, he is most gifted at getting crowds to move as one. Medina visits Northeast Washington this weekend to headline Extended Play, the monthly dance party that takes over the loading dock outside restaurant incubator Mess Hall. There's Hawaiian and Filipino food from Kam and 46, as well as a full bar. 5 to 10 p.m. $20-$30.
Freigeist Kolsch Fest at the Roost
The experience of drinking in Cologne is not just about sipping kolsch, the easy-drinking golden beer served in a slim, cylindrical 6.8-ounce glass, known as a stange. It's about the culture surrounding the service: How the blue-aproned waiters, known as kobes, circle the room, carrying trays of full beers, and plop one down automatically in front of anyone who's emptied their glass, and draw another tick on a beer mat to track the table's consumption. Why is this relevant? Because the Roost is hosting what it's calling "traditional German kolsch service" this weekend, with German brewery Freigeist Bierkultur's Ottekolong kolsch flowing until customer says "when" (or the three hours are up). Sebastian Sauer, the founder of Freigeist, is the host, and some of its other beers will be sold a la carte. Noon to 3 p.m. $39.
MoCA on the Move: Celebrating Spring at Metropolitan Park
The weekly series by the Museum of Contemporary Art Arlington returns with live music, food trucks and family-friendly crafting. This week's guests are abstract expressionist painter Zhenya Parish, who will lead a session in "the art of letting go," and guitarist Sean Tracy. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Kids' cooking class at Maggiano's
Stop singing "On Top of Spaghetti" and take your little one to learn how to actually make a meatball. Grab a bite from the breakfast buffet and learn, from a chef at the Chevy Chase restaurant, how to make meatballs, step by step in a hands-on demonstration. The class is recommended for kids age 4 to 12, who will receive their own chef hat and apron to take home. 9 to 11 a.m. $30 for kids, $15 for adults.
Earth Day activities
Start Earth Day with a free yoga class at Yards Park, though there's also an evening class if you're not a morning person. (7 a.m. or 5:30 p.m. Free.) The U.S. Department of Agriculture hosts an Earth Day festival on the National Mall with garden tours, scavenger hunts, and exhibits on such topics as food waste, crop production, the role of bees and conservation on farms. Look out for appearances by Woodsy Owl, Smokey Bear and friends, as well as food vendors. (11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.)
Taylor Swift Party at the Pug
The Pug seems an unlikely place for a Taylor Swift party -- the soundtrack at the divey H Street bar is primarily punk and go-go -- and yet it's been hosting release parties for Swifties since "Midnights" dropped in October 2022, thanks to owner Tony Tomelden and his intrepid regulars. These very crowded, very fun events turn the crowd into a communal choir, singing at the top of their lungs. Don't expect fancy themed cocktails, though. It's a beer-and-a-shot place at heart, no matter what's playing on the turntable. 8 p.m. Free.
Profs and Pints lecture: Good, Evil and 'Dune' at Penn Social
When you walked out of the theater after the recent blockbuster "Dune: Part Two," did you think protagonist Paul Atreides was a hero? If so, Peter Herman, former Marymount University lecturer and scholar of religious and social themes in fiction, disagrees. At this Profs and Pints lecture, he argues author Frank Herbert's intentions to showcase Atreides as not a revolutionary leader, but another in a long line of tyrants. 6 to 8:30 p.m. $13.50 in advance; $17 at doors.
Lena Seikaly at Blues Alley
Duke Ellington's 125th birthday is celebrated across his hometown this month, but one of our favorite events is also one of the coziest: At Blues Alley, D.C. jazz fixture Lena Seikaly honors the classic album "Ella Fitzgerald Sings the Duke Ellington Song Book" with two sets of her favorite songs from those two greats. 7 and 9 p.m. $35.
1921 Biergarten Birthday Party at the Heurich House Museum
Can you believe the 1921 Biergarten behind Dupont Circle's Heurich House is five years old? That's only 125 years younger than the house itself. Spend the afternoon crafting -- make a birthday card, decorate a cupcake -- in the airy garden while enjoying local craft beer and cider, and check out the Home/Brewed exhibit, which honors former resident Christian Heurich, who owned D.C.'s largest 20th-century brewery as well as the historic mansion. 4 to 8 p.m. Free; RSVP requested.
Zeppelin fifth anniversary party
Inspired by dirigibles, decorated with an exterior mural of Godzilla, and known for serving up Japanese cuisine and vibrant karaoke in equal measure, Zeppelin has become a landmark in Shaw. The restaurant marks its fifth anniversary with a party featuring free sushi, free kushiyaki (skewered and grilled) snacks, and $5 cocktails. Appropriately for a place where the dining room pays homage to Led Zeppelin, 1960s and '70s rock star attire is requested. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
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How the robots will remember us when we're extinct
Two plays, from Rorschach Theatre and Washington Stage Guild, are about collectors (human and otherwise).
By Trey Graham | 2024-04-18

Ixchel and Jennifer Knight in Rorschach Theatre's "Human Museum." (DJ Corey)


It's been 100 years since Homo sapiens gasped its last, and the robots who remain are preparing an off-kilter tribute: With trillions of terabytes of data and an Earth landfilled with mankind's artifacts, the AI curators at the Human Museum have picked 20th-century disaster movies as the framing lens for their shiny new exhibition. That's the promisingly metafictional conceit that frames Miyoko Conley's puckish new post-apocalyptic comedy -- even if it doesn't rank among the somewhat headier concerns that actually drive the show.
Without shortchanging those thematic concerns (more on which momentarily), the imaginative actual intelligences of Rorschach Theatre have leaned into the whimsical frame: Old hands at using odd venues to tell unusual tales, director Randy Baker and his creative team have built "Human Museum" into a disused downtown retail space, developing what's on Conley's pages to deliver a show-going experience that starts at the street-level entrance and proves easily as entertaining as the events that'll transpire on the stage downstairs. Excess detail about the two-story installation wrapped around the playing area would spoil the considerable fun, but in a suite of rooms devoted to snapshotting the curiosities of human experience, even the restroom signage gets in on the game. (Would that the "immersive" environment surrounding that other site-specific production across town were anywhere near as engaging.)
In the play's maybe-not-so-distant future, as the staff of the Human Museum puts the finishing touches on that "End of Days" exhibition, one robot fiddles idly with an artifact -- a communications device, as chance and authorial intent would have it -- that decides to fiddle back. A burst of static, a disembodied echo from deep space and then a staggering possibility: Is there a shred of humanity out there after all? As the half-dozen characters embodied by Baker's winningly committed cast navigate this upended are-we-alone-in-the-universe inquiry, they'll find themselves unpacking ideas about the importance and the limitations of connection, the uncertainties of interpretation, the nature and even the purpose of knowledge.
Their conclusions? Not entirely clear, but perhaps not entirely the point: With Conley setting her small swarm of AIs loose to rummage through the consolations of philosophy, maybe it's the ruminating that's meant to be illuminating. With apologies to Descartes, these robots (and the humans their intelligence reflects) are prone to overthink, therefore they're endearing.
An ensemble effort of the most appetizing kind, Rorschach's staging of "Human Museum" throws an attic's worth of ephemera into realizing Conley's idiosyncratic futurescape, with a look and feel so agreeably cluttered there's almost no distinguishing between props, costumes, set pieces and makeup design. It's all arrayed in the quirky service of a story that's as interested in the act of archiving as in the meaning of the archive: To collect, to hold, to interpret, Conley's wonderfully curious robots seem to be saying, is inevitably to merge the subject into the self.

Susan Holliday and JC Payne in Washington Stage Guild's "An Unbuilt Life." (DJ Corey)


Collecting and holding and the implications of the object for the owner are centrally at issue in "An Unbuilt Life," another new play having its world premiere in D.C., courtesy of the Washington Stage Guild. Like Conley, playwright Elizabeth DeSchryver has some thoughts about what those acts can reveal -- especially, in this case, depending on the circumstances. A recently widowed socialite (Susan Holliday) goes digging into the provenance of an Old Master portrait her art dealer husband had squirreled away in his workshop, enlisting and ultimately ensnaring the late spouse's broker colleague (David Bryan Jackson) and an idealistic young apprentice (JC Payne) whose naive curiosity and blithe confidence lead the three of them straight into World War II-adjacent complications. Doing the right thing will mean destroying at least one reputation, but for Agatha, the protagonist of DeSchryver's play, it'll also mean reexamining many of the previously under-interrogated frames within which she's, well, built her life.
The mechanics of investigating an art world mystery provide much of the bulk of DeSchryver's earnest drama, set in the first decade of the 21st century, with YouTube still an obscure novelty and integrated research databases still coming online. There's talk of trimmed canvases, forged labels, international auction records and coded notebooks intercut with details of archaic artistic techniques, century-old market trends in fine-art fakery and the realities, both ugly and mundane, of day-to-day survival for art dealers and art owners in the nations of Nazi-occupied Europe. That Agatha's husband and grandfather both had war-centered stories of survival -- and of loss -- complicates both her decision-making process and the reassessment she'll have to make as the revelations pile up.
Steven Carpenter's handsomely straightforward production unfolds on a living room set (by Joseph B. Musumeci Jr.) that speaks quietly of its inhabitants' consequence and connections, underscoring the material realities that are as much at stake here as the ethical ones. Shellshocked Agatha, as that jaded broker colleague keeps pointing out, has lived her life in a comfortably privileged bubble -- one that, for all the play's upheaval and incident, has only just been popped as the final curtain comes down. As in "Human Museum," new information introduced into a seemingly stable system has upended things so thoroughly that those involved are left with more questions than answers -- and for Agatha, as for Rorschach's robots, the asking will prove the telling thing.
"Human Museum" from Rorschach Theatre, through May 5 at 1020 Connecticut Ave. NW. About 90 minutes without intermission. www.rorschachtheatre.com.
"An Unbuilt Life" from Washington Stage Guild, through May 5 at 900 Massachusetts Ave. NW. About two hours with intermission. www.stageguild.org.
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'Sasquatch Sunset': A wild, woolly elegy for creatures that never existed
The only dialogue in "Sasquatch Sunset" is grunts, hoots and warbles, but the soulfulness of its actors shines through.
By Ty Burr | 2024-04-18

Jesse Eisenberg in "Sasquatch Sunset." (Bleecker Street)


"Sasquatch Sunset" is either the silliest movie you'll see in 2024 or one of the most unexpectedly affecting, but like the meme says, why not both? A year in the life of a family of Bigfoots -- Bigfeet? -- it functions simultaneously as slow-motion slapstick, a very hairy nature documentary and a melancholy portrait of creatures not unlike us as they confront their own disappearance from the Earth.
With no narration and no dialogue beside grunts, hoots and warbles, the movie effectively puts an audience on the same (big)footing as the characters as they traverse the empty forests of the Pacific Northwest looking for food, a warm place to sleep and the company of their own kind. There are four of them: a cranky old alpha male (Nathan Zellner), a matriarch (Riley Keough), a younger male (Jesse Eisenberg) and a kid (Christophe Zajac-Denek). The costumes by creature suit designer Steve Newburn are so shaggily convincing that you quickly forget you're watching human actors, yet the performers invest their characters with soulfulness and something halfway between dignity and absurdity. Which pretty much sums up the eternal Sasquatch condition, if you will, and maybe that of any genetic first cousins as well.
Is there a plot? If you don't count life itself, not as such. Our hirsute heroes wander through woods, meadows and rivers with the slightly dazed caution of people wondering where everybody else has gone. Every so often, they set up a ritualistic drumming on tree trunks along with a specialized high-pitched call meant to travel long distances, followed by long pauses of listening for a response that fails to come. Then it's on to the next patch of forest.
There's comedy in their interactions, though, and some primal and universal urges. Specifically horniness: The alpha male is more or less continually tumescent -- we all know guys like him, right? -- and the matriarch has long since had enough. A scene in which the big fella ingests some hallucinogenic mushrooms and, in an advanced priapic state, goes off to find something, anything, to mate with does not end especially well. Just pretend you're watching an episode of "Mutual of Omaha's Wild Kingdom." (Note to Zoomers: This was a TV show, back when TVs had only three channels.)

Jesse Eisenberg and Christophe Zajac-Denek amid the wilderness in "Sasquatch Sunset." (Bleecker Street)


Who's responsible for this wonderful oddity? That would be Nathan and David Zellner, Texas-based brothers who have collaborated on writing, directing and acting in a series of deadpan independent films, among them the Western pastiche "Damsel" (2018) and the marvelous "Kumiko, the Treasure Hunter" (2014), about a Japanese woman convinced the buried treasure in the movie "Fargo" is still out there, waiting to be found. That reference aside, the Zellner brothers are not the Coen brothers. They're weirder.
But they're also capable, at their best, of nailing a tone of combined humor, pathos, eccentricity and wonder, all of which "Sasquatch Sunset" has in spades. It seems exactly right that one of the creatures is played by Eisenberg, normally a notoriously chatty performer; even under the hair suit, one senses a neurotic -- and completely understandable -- anxiety about what awaits the character and his clan around the next river bend. Also, the existence of a movie where Elvis Presley's granddaughter plays a Bigfoot is either a sign of the end times or a reminder that we live in the greatest country on Earth.
There are no Homo sapiens to be seen in "Sasquatch Sunset" and only occasional evidence of our presence. Yet the overall vibe is quietly elegiac, as if the Bigfeet are aware they're living in a world that's no longer theirs -- that a species that has managed to live out of sight of human civilization is on the verge of dwindling and disappearing unseen, leaving behind only legends, fuzzy home-movie "proof" and bad 1970s pseudo-documentaries. The Zellners mourn with poignant lunacy the vanishing not only of an animal that never existed but of our belief in a world where they might have, and with it the impenetrable wildness they call home. "Sasquatch Sunset" is a goofball curio touched with genuine sadness. It's "The Cherry Orchard" of cryptozoology.
R. At area theaters. Some sexuality, full Bigfoot nudity and bloody images. 89 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Guy Ritchie's 'Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare' is bro-historic fluff
The director's latest cool-guy action comedy dismisses the facts to ape much better, more serious classic war films.
By Jen Yamato | 2024-04-18

Alex Pettyfer, Henry Cavill, Alan Ritchson, Hero Fiennes Tiffin and Henry Golding in "The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare." (Daniel Smith/Lionsgate)


As much as Guy Ritchie's uber-violent, stakes-free, World War II action comedy caper "The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare" milks its "based on a true story" bona fides, it's more akin to the last decade's glut of slick, cool-guy popcorn pictures (including his own) than any meaningful retelling of real heroism.
Its contemporary ties don't stop Ritchie (the man who brought us "Sherlock Holmes," "The Man from U.N.C.L.E." and "The Gentlemen") from aping famous bits from much better, more serious classic war films. Like the sequence on a fishing trawler straight out of "The Guns of Navarone" that opens this liberally fictionalized account of a covert 1942 mission. Dubbed Operation Postmaster, its goal was to take down a German supply ship full of U-boat carbon dioxide filters, which would factor into a crucial turning point in the war.
To turbocharge the bro-historic intrigue and get the astronomical body count going in this shoot-'em-up grand theft aquatic, Ritchie must first assemble a ragtag squad of lethal (and lethally photogenic) heroes so rascally you know they'll get the bloody job done. You see, Hitler is marching across Europe, Britain's in a bind, and Winston Churchill (Rory Kinnear, beneath a mountain of prostheses) is desperate enough to clandestinely okay a deniable, off-the-books mission. Luckily, Brigadier Gubbins (Cary Elwes), head of the secret Special Operations Executive (SEO) org, knows just the rakish rule breaker for the job.
Enter Gus March-Phillips (Henry Cavill), leader of a team of ruthless killers willing to play dirty to disrupt Nazi business off the African coast. His squad is Anders Lassen (Alan Ritchson), a Danish hulk with an exaggerated lilt and astounding archery skills; Freddy Alvarez (Henry Golding), a frogman with a talent for explosives; Geoffrey Appleyard (Alex Pettyfer), a master strategist; and cunning young Irish sailor Henry Hayes (Hero Fiennes Tiffin).
They're not in it alone. Already in place on the Spanish island of Fernando Po, where the Germans have set up shop in neutral territory, are SOE agent-slash-actress Marjorie Stewart (Eiza Gonzalez, who holds her own, if not always her British accent), tasked with seducing a sadistic Nazi officer (Til Schweiger), and suave undercover fixer Richard Heron (Babs Olusanmokun), whose popular casino bar serves as such an unsubtle nod to "Casablanca" that a character drops one of Humphrey Bogart's most iconic quotes while sitting in his cafe.

Eiza Gonzalez in "The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare." (Daniel Smith/Lionsgate)


Off in their own glam spycraft 'n' subterfuge romp for half the film, they're two of the more interesting figures in an overstuffed ensemble that includes Eton-educated West African prince Kambili Kalu (an excellent Danny Sapani), who lends his resources "because the Nazis are gauche," and young wartime secretary Ian Fleming (Freddie Fox), who must have gotten plenty of 007 inspiration from his wartime stint.
Shot on location in Turkey and Britain, the film's handsome production design is undone by its dull photographic patina. Costume designer Loulou Bontemps's standout achievement is a stunning replica of Claudette Colbert's 1934 "Cleopatra" cutaway gown that Stewart wields like a weapon. Christopher Benstead's score goes from whistling spaghetti Western motifs to jazzy percussives. Yet the plot breezes on with flimsy banter and bloodshed to go along with scant character development.
Adapted from Damien Lewis's 2014 book "Churchill's Secret Warriors: The Explosive True Story of the Special Forces Desperadoes of WWII," the screenplay by Paul Tamasy, Eric Johnson, Arash Amel and Ritchie is oddly weightless given that its real-life commandos, heralded as precursors to the British Special Air Service (SAS) and modern black ops warfare, died in combat before war's end.
If you come, come for Cavill sniping Nazis by the hundreds with manic deadpan abandon, and stay for Ritchson looking like he stepped out of a Gold's Gym to destroy hordes of German hostiles with a bow and arrow. Then dive into the real history of the SOE, whose men and women could fill dozens more fascinating spy films without blunting the edges of history with fizzy bromantic antics.
R. At area theaters. Strong violence throughout and some language. 120 minutes.
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The never-ending Young Thug trial that could reshape hip-hop
The crucial, boring, chaotic trial of Young Thug and several others in Atlanta could help decide if lyrics could be used to help convict people.
By Ben Brasch, Herb Scribner | 2024-04-18

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; Kyle Gustafson for The Washington Post; Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP; iStockiStock)


ATLANTA -- Two years in the Fulton County court system have turned Young Thug into an iPad kid. With each passing day, he looks less and less like the musical prodigy who came out of the Atlanta projects and redefined the sound and style of trap. Who spent his 20s touring the world and blowing minds, just as likely to pose for cameras in a leather jacket as a billowing couture dress. Now, he wears a blank face in the chilly courtroom where guards deposit him most mornings.
The man born Jeffery Lamar Williams, now 32, pecks at a tablet. He swipes, he taps, he barely rises when the judge walks in. Thug paws at the screen as lawyers who will help decide whether he spends the next 20 years in prison crack their morning sodas and their morning jokes. "Is that Schlitz?" the judge asks. "Gotta stay warm in here somehow," an attorney says. Ha ha ha. Tap tap tap.
It is a February morning, the 654th day since Williams was jailed without bond and accused of running a murderous gang posing as a red-hot record label. Jury selection lasted a full year; the trial is likely to run past the next presidential election. When a forensic biologist takes the stand to explain the finer points of a "molecular Xerox machine" in relation to an alleged assault from 2013, Thug crosses his arms across his 6-foot-3-inch frame, closes his eyes and sinks toward the defense table. On the gallery's hard wooden benches, where a scrap of foam is impressed with the butt cheeks of some long-gone observer, a deputy will nod off before the hearing ends.
This is the same case that has obsessed the rap world and drawn scrutiny from legal scholars for its high drama and high stakes. It's the trial that has made tabloid headlines for its mishaps: pornographic Zoom-bombing and jurors' faces accidentally live-streamed. One of Williams's co-defendants has been accused of a hand-to-hand drug swap in full view of the judge. A deputy was arrested for allegedly smuggling contraband into jail and having an "inappropriate relationship" with another co-defendant who has since been severed from the case.
"It's been a wild ride," said Jack Lerner, co-author of "Rap on Trial: A Legal Guide for Attorneys," who is following the trial along with innumerable rap fans, concerned about its potential chilling effect on the industry. "They brought this massive [racketeering] case into a regular Georgia courtroom, Fulton County courtroom, that really wasn't set up for a case this massive."
But most days are morbid monotony. Thug stares forlornly into the news cameras. Living on chips and chocolate in jail, his lawyers say, he sleeps little. They say the government is trying to silence a generational Black artist using a case so thin that the indictment document cites Thug's own lyrics as "overt act[s] in furtherance of the conspiracy."
"Gave the lawyer close to two mil. He handles all the killings," Thug sang on 2019's album "So Much Fun," now transcribed in the official court records. "We don't speak 'bout s--- on wax. It's all mob business. We know to kill the biggest cats of all kittens."
The Fulton County Superior Courthouse sits less than five miles from Cleveland Avenue, nicknamed Bleveland Avenue for the Bloods-affiliated gangs that dominate the neighborhood, where Williams was raised as one of 11 children.
His childhood apartment was demolished when he was about 18 years old. A few years later, Thug released his debut mixtape "I Came From Nothing."
He sounded like no one else in the macho world of Southern rap, layering sophomoric and nonsensical lyrics over hard-nosed trap beats. The Washington Post's music critic Chris Richards would later describe his work as the sound of a "world being dismantled."

Young Thug performs on day four of the Lollapalooza Music Festival on Sunday, Aug. 1, 2021, at Grant Park in Chicago. (Amy Harris/Invision/AP)


Thug was quickly scooped up by legendary Atlanta artist Gucci Mane, with whom he shares an ice cream cone face tattoo, and his career only accelerated. He left Bleveland for Buckhead -- a tony part of Atlanta near a shopping mall with storefronts of Cartier and Gucci. By 2019, Thug had won a Grammy, collaborated with Elton John and established himself as one of the hottest upcoming stars in the fast-evolving world of rap.
Fame and money amplified Thug's unique style. His manager told a Fader reporter in 2014 that he "eats no real food." GQ wrote two years later he was injected with vitamins each month. He once ordered everyone who entered his home to wear white, according to a Complex reporter. He wore an Alessandro Trincone dress for the cover of his 2016 album "Jeffery." The Museum of Fine Arts in Boston later displayed the dress in its "Gender Bending Fashion" exhibition.
He is unapologetically a rapper of the South, which has largely displaced acts from the East and West coasts on the charts. When a Complex reporter drove with Thug by a 20-story housing project in Manhattan in 2021, Thug envied the balcony views not seen in Atlanta projects.
"That is why you can't compare to us, because you can still go to the top floor of your building and see the world, and see how you want to be," he said. "We gotta literally go to prison and get put on an airplane to get this high."
Thug's rise in the 2010s loosely coincided with increasing public concern about violent crime in Atlanta, with calls for authorities to take major action. Prosecutors under District Attorney Fani T. Willis (D) set their sights on Young Thug and about two dozen others believed to be associated with him. Investigators searched social media posts for gang signs and came to believe that some of Thug's lyrics about crimes and shootings were based in reality.
Thug was one of 28 people arrested in raids across the city on May 9, 2022. An 88-page indictment lays out the government's case that they operated as a gang called Young Slime Life -- which prosecutors noted bore the same initials as Thug's music label, Young Stoner Life.
"The members and associates of YSL moved like a pack, with defendant Jeffery Williams as its head," lead prosecutor Adriane Love would say during opening statements at the trial.

Jeffery Lamar Williams, better known at Young Thug, sits with his attorney during the lengthy jury selection process in Fulton County. (Audra Melton for The Washington Post)


Specifically, Thug was accused of renting a car used in the fatal 2015 drive-by that led to a gang war between two Bloods sets. But he was accused of involvement in a long list of homicides, armed robberies, aggravated assaults, theft, drug dealing, carjacking and witness intimidation that his co-defendants are charged with.
Thug's attorney Brian Steel denies the charges against his client, who pleaded not guilty.
"The prosecution has taken a young man who was born into no opportunity, despair and hardship. And he has become a world-renowned, award-winning musical artist," Steel told The Post last year.
Thug has essentially lived behind bars since his arrest, barring infrequent excursions such as a trip to his sister's funeral last year. He is driven 20 miles from his jail cell to the courthouse every weekday morning, to bear silent witness to one of the most complex racketeering cases in Georgia's history.
Legal experts told The Post that it is unconventional that Thug and his co-defendants are being prosecuted under Georgia's Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO) -- a legal framework prominently used in the 1980s to punish mafia activity, and which Willis and her prosecutors will also use to try former president Donald Trump on election fraud charges this summer.
RICO laws allow prosecutors to dismantle entire criminal organizations, from the street level to the top. If convicted, Thug and his five remaining co-defendants (the others either cut plea deals or will be tried separately) could face up to two decades in prison. But RICO cases are also notoriously massive, complicated and unwieldy, creating opportunity for disruptions and delays -- all on ample display during this case's long windup.
The screams startled everyone. It was April 19, 2023 -- midway through the case's year-long jury selection process that sifted through more than 2,000 potential people. Thug's head shot up and some of his co-defendants leaped to their feet as Rodalius Ryan -- an alleged member of Thug's crew already serving life in prison for a 2015 murder -- cried for help from a cell down a hallway from the courtroom.
Footage of the incident shows deputies almost losing control of the room. Cordarius Dorsey, another co-defendant, tried to barge past deputies at the door in an apparent attempt to reach Ryan. Max Schardt, who was representing Shannon Stillwell, implored the room with outstretched arms: "Everybody just chill!"
It was later reported that Ryan was screaming as deputies strip searched him. They allegedly found two packages of marijuana sewn into his underwear, according to body-camera footage aired on local news.
On most days, the courtroom is kept under control by Judge Ural D. Glanville, a career Army man and a joyful disciplinarian, who enters the courtroom each day with his service dog, a black Labrador named Jack.

Judge Ural D. Glanville addresses a room of 300 potential jurors at the Superior Court of Fulton County where a lengthy jury selection is taking place ahead of the YSL trial. (Audra Melton for The Washington Post)


When a potential juror skipped court to visit the Dominican Republic last year, Glanville ordered them to write a 30-page essay in APA style, with primary and secondary sources. When a juror asked for the courtroom to be made warmer, Glanville replied that he kept it cold to keep everyone awake. The judge told an attorney who showed up late to a hearing in May that he would be held in contempt unless he bought everyone lunch. (The lawyer ordered chicken wings from a nearby strip club.) And as Glanville grows frustrated with the trial's plodding pace -- prosecutors by mid-April had so far only made it through about a quarter of more than 200 expected witnesses -- he has threatened to hold court on the weekends.
But the surreality of the case sometimes gets away from the judge. Glanville inadvertently went viral on social media in the trial's first week for reading out Young Thug's lyrics in his monotone drawl. "F--- the police (f--- 'em), in a high speed," Glanville recited, butchering the flow. "F--- the judge."
Other incidents have been more serious. A video of a defendant's interrogation was leaked online last year, sparking an investigation. A defense attorney in the trial has been arrested on charges of bringing prescription pills into the courthouse and allegedly throwing his cellphone at a deputy's head. A potential juror was briefly jailed for recording court proceedings.
Less than a month of the start of the long-anticipated trial, in December, Glanville paused proceedings for several weeks after Stillwell was stabbed in the Fulton County Jail.
Prosecutors have been using rap lyrics as evidence since at least the 1990s, with mixed success and despite criticism that White musicians are rarely accused of doing the things they sing about. (No one ever charged Johnny Cash for saying he shot a man in Reno just to watch him die.)
"I think we should all be uneasy when forms of artistic expression are taken as literal truths almost as public confession. There's a real slippery slope," said Anthony Michael Kreis, a law professor at Georgia State University in downtown Atlanta.
Asked for comment, the DA's office pointed to the judge's November 2023 ruling that "the lyric and related social media evidence is logically and legally relevant and, thus, conditionally admitted."
The trial is a sensation online, with thousands of comments under a live stream from the courtroom and entertainment sites covering every legal argument and cultural repercussion. "Chance the Rapper's Birthday Wish Is For Young Thug To Be Released From Jail," read a BET headline Wednesday.
In Atlanta, where rap is a multibillion-dollar industry, up-and-coming artists also have a wary eye on the trial.

Jeffery Lamar Williams, a.k.a. Young Thug, sits with his lawyer in March 2023 during the lengthy jury selection process in Fulton County. (Audra Melton for The Washington Post)


"They're looking at [DA] Fani [Willis] like she's turned Atlanta into Gotham," said musician Langston Bleu. "It's not cool to be guilty of something just because you're really good at selling that."
Atlanta musician Cade Fortunat, who sings under the name 4TUNAT, found it laughable that lyrics could be considered evidence. When a rapper puts the word "Glock" or "AK-47" into a track, he said, they are more likely to be considering the syllabic structure of the word than remembering a real event.
Z6Saint, native Atlantean and rapper, noted Young Thug's imprisonment has not drawn many public protests. But he worries what will happen to the next generation of rappers if Thug and others are muzzled.
"I don't think people are too worried about it," he said. "They probably should be more worried about it."
If Thug has been chilled, it's not readily apparent. He released a new album, "Business Is Business" in June 2023, illustrated with an image of himself at the defense table beneath an empty judge's bench.
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'The Wiz' is more about having fun than creating a cohesive story
The new Broadway revival of "The Wiz" is charming, but at the cost of a broader artistic vision.
By Gloria Oladipo | 2024-04-18

Avery Wilson, center, with the company of "The Wiz" at the Marquis Theatre. (Jeremy Daniel)


The latest revival of "The Wiz" just wants to be fun. And that's a problem.
The original was a rarity. When it launched in 1975, the musical won the Tony Award for best musical and was among a handful of Broadway productions at the time to feature an all-Black ensemble. Soulful, rich, drenched in color and magic, the original offered a vibrancy unseen before. Songs like "Home" and the funky "Ease on Down the Road" are etched into the American songbook.
Promoted as "The Wiz" through the "Blackest of Black Lenses" in a New York Times feature, the new revival that just opened on Broadway is in touch with its legacy, delivering a pleasurable experience. But ultimately, this "Wiz" is adrift. The production is busied with creating entertainment and signposting Blackness, at the cost of a cohesive, artistic vision.

Wayne Brady as the Wiz. (Jeremy Daniel)


The adaptation of "The Wizard of Oz" has Dorothy (Nichelle Lewis) once again in slippers (silver, not ruby red) picking up a gaggle of friends (Avery Wilson, Phillip Johnson Richardson, and Kyle Ramar Freeman) as they travel to find the great and powerful wizard (Wayne Brady) who can solve all problems. Harmonies and solos frequently receive rapturous applause, a testament to the ensemble's bountiful talent. Lewis is a delicate Dorothy, delivering a gorgeous and emotional rendition of the tender song "Home." Melody A. Betts, as Aunt Em and the wicked witch Evillene, is a powerhouse, bringing a humor and vocal prowess to the gospel-esque "Don't Nobody Bring Me No Bad News." Brady is an energetic and hilarious Wiz, fully grasping his larger-than-life persona. Freeman is hysterical as Lion, frequently causing the theater to erupt in laughter.
But the sound of the music is overwhelming. The vocals of any given performer are frequently swallowed by swooping orchestrations. Song after song, vocalists belt to be heard (Deborah Cox, who plays Glinda, was nearly inaudible during her verse on "He's the Wiz," a real shame given her riches of ability.) With performers forced to sing-shout, the routine grows increasingly familiar.
Choices by director Schele Williams are similarly frustrating. The revival lacks a synergy across images. Projections and props to move us through locations make Oz look generic and cheap.

Melody A. Betts, center. (Jeremy Daniel)


Scenic designer Hannah Beachler, known for her work on the Black Panther series, borrows from a swath of Black-inspired imagery: the colorful houses of Black New Orleans, Adinkra symbols carved into trees. Afropicks and power fists adorn the Wiz's green throne. But they are piecemeal, never blending into a sustained vision.
For a musical teeming with visuals, Williams neglects to illustrate significant moments. There is no yellow brick road, one of the musical's most singular images. It is replaced by dancers dressed in yellow guard outfits printed to look like a road. Their standard entrance-and-exit grows dull, especially when their choreography doesn't quite fill up the rest of the stage.
We also never fully see Dorothy return home and reunite with her aunt (the play closes just as she arrives at her house). And the melting of Evillene happens atop a scaled tower, so that audience members only see faint wisps of smoke to know that she has been -- rather quickly -- vanquished.
The musical's four protagonists are often relegated to the stage's sidelines or blocked by dancing ensemble members. The choreography by JaQuel Knight, known for his work with Beyonce, is crowd-pleasing: a mix of twirls, occasional twerks, and lifts. But much like the show's other elements, there isn't a distinct connection to narrative.

Kyle Ramar Freeman, left, Nichelle Lewis, Phillip Johnson Richardson and Avery Wilson. (Jeremy Daniel)


William F. Brown's original book has been updated by comedian Amber Ruffin, whose jokes are sometimes funny (though one where Evillene is scared to get her silk press wet is a bit cringe). Ruffin doesn't waste time explaining her humor, allowing those of us who get it to get it.
But dramaturgical questions around Dorothy remain behind the wall of quips. Why does Dorothy suddenly consider Kansas "home," especially after sharing her deep isolation in the rural hellscape? How does Dorothy feel throughout her own journey, especially as most of her dialogue is used to continually encourage her fellow friends? These basic queries are left unanswered in pursuit of a good time, and Dorothy is pushed to the outskirts of her own story.
In many ways, "The Wiz" is a charming watch. It's enjoyable to feel the audience be genuinely amused. But its commitment to merriment leads it down an extremely uneasy road.
The Wiz, ongoing at the Marquis Theatre in New York. 2 hours, 30 minutes, including an intermission. wizmusical.com
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Farewell, Park City? Sundance Film Festival may be coming to your town.
The Sundance Film Festival announced Wednesday that it will start courting potential new hosts, signaling a potential exit from Utah.
By Herb Scribner | 2024-04-18

The Egyptian Theatre in Park City, Utah, during the Sundance Film Festival in January 2020. (Arthur Mola/Invision/AP) 


The Sundance Institute announced Wednesday that it has begun exploring potential new host cities for the annual Sundance Film Festival beginning in 2027, signaling a breakaway from its longtime home of Park City, Utah.
The 2025 and 2026 festivals will remain in Park City, which has played host since the yearly event started in 1981. The current contract with Park City expires in 2027, which has led the institute to reconsider where it plans to host the festival.
"We are in a unique moment for our Festival and our global film community, and with the contract up for renewal, this exploration allows us to responsibly consider how we best continue sustainably serving our community while maintaining the essence of the Festival experience," Eugene Hernandez, director of the Sundance Film Festival and public programming, said in a news release.
Sundance is one of the most notable events for the state of Utah, which typically is not a destination for Hollywood's rich and famous unless they're hitting the slopes. Residents of Park City, as well as film enthusiasts from out of town, try to catch a glimpse of celebrities or see films with Oscars buzz before they are released widely.
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox and Park City Mayor Nann Worel said in statements Wednesday that they plan to work with local leaders to keep the festival in the Beehive State. "We appreciate our partnership with Sundance, and we want the Festival to remain here for another 40 years," Worel said.
It's unclear what Sundance hopes to see in a potential new host city, if it moves from Park City. Sundance, which saw more than 17,000 entries from 153 countries for its 2024 festival, declined to comment on why it's considering a move or whether potential new hosts have already applied.
But the institute outlined its selection process, which includes multiple stages before selection. From April 17 to May 1, a special committee within Sundance will gather and share information with interested host cities. Submissions and proposals to host will begin in May and close on June 21, with the final selections announced in late 2024 or early 2025, according to the institute. The committee, which includes Robert Redford's daughter Amy Redford, will make the final decision on a potential new host city.
"To be clear, this does not mean that we are moving or have made a decision to move," a Sundance spokesperson said. "This includes Utah, given the Festival's long-standing relationship, and we absolutely encourage them to be a part of this process with us."
Jada Yuan contributed to this report.
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Washington's most exclusive new music venue: Noochie's 'Front Porch'
Over the last five years, the D.C.-based rapper has turned his porch into a stage. Now big-name acts are stopping by to perform.
By Rasha Ali | 2024-04-17

Noochie with Eric Roberson and the Thunderboyz band outside his home. (Gadise Regassa)


There is a house a little south of D.C. that is, most of the time, just a house. A tidy, brick-faced single-family home on a quiet street full of other similar, unassuming homes.
You might not even notice it, unless you happened to be passing by as an elegantly dressed R&B singer and his eight-piece band took over the front lawn to play a quick set, as happens every so often.
"We back again, y'all," the homeowner, 28-year-old Antwon Vincent, a rapper who performs under the name Noochie, announced to a crowd of about 10 one frigid December night. "Rain, sleet or snow. Whether it's hot or it's cold."
Then he introduced that evening's featured performer to the stage -- er, porch. Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter Eric Roberson walked through the front door, shook Noochie's hand and started crooning a slow-jam love song into a mic as if he were appearing on a late-night talk show with a studio audience.
Welcome to Noochie's "Live From the Front Porch," the D.C.-centric, residential equivalent of NPR's "Tiny Desk" concert series. It has featured big-name acts like Raheem DeVaughn and Ruben Studdard and attracted hundreds of thousands of viewers on YouTube and Instagram.
"Live From the Front Porch" originated about five years ago, when Noochie, who had been signed to Atlantic Records, was in the process of leaving his contract. Since he was in limbo with his record label, he didn't want to release any official music, not knowing where ownership rights would lie. Instead he grabbed his iPhone and a portable speaker and started recording himself freestyling over industry beats from his front porch. Then he shared the results on Instagram.
"I was like, let me do something that has no attachment to anything and let me just rap it. I'm not going to monetize from this, but it'll just show people that I'm skilled and give people a visual, too," the "Sneaky Tape 2" artist says. "It was completely out of hunger."
Noochie kept up the performances through the pandemic, and in March 2023, his friend Tyler Benson offered to help him increase the series's production value. Benson replaced the rapper's iPhone with a professional camera, which gave the duo an opportunity to do multiple takes and edit as needed. Benson's changes also meant Noochie could capture more of his front porch, so he had an idea: "Let me put a whole band on the porch." He swapped his portable speaker for live instrumentals.
Expanding "Live From the Front Porch" to "Live From the Front Porch Presents" happened almost by accident.
"There was no goal to put other people on it," Noochie says, chuckling. "This started because other people weren't putting me on stuff. People weren't calling me. ... People that I wanted to work with weren't working with me. So I was like, 'You know what, let me just go to square one with my own people, at my house, with my skills that I know how to do.' I mixed all the audio myself."
Noochie had always dreamed of having go-go legends the Backyard Band perform for his birthday, so in July he made the invite, set up the porch and decided to record the session. "Instead of being selfish," he remembers thinking, "I can give it to everybody."
In the nine months since, the Front Porch sessions have animated the D.C. music scene, as followers try to track down the exact location of the house and speculate on the timing of the next concert.
But Noochie wants the events to be in service of the musicians as much as the fans.
That's what Don Choo, a longtime family friend who used to work with Noochie's father, D.C. hip-hop trailblazer Oneway Boobe (real name Roger Vincent), says is the real appeal of "Live From the Front Porch." It gives artists an opportunity to home in on what they love most -- the music.
"Some of the best jam sessions have happened here because there's no 'Lights, camera, action' with thousands of people. This is just the artist vibing out. You get better music that way because it's a performance that comes from the heart, it's not to wow an audience," Choo said on the night of the Eric Roberson concert. "Like there's nobody here, there's no audience, it's just us."

D.C. rapper Noochie chats with one of his crew members before a "Front Porch" performance. (Gadise Regassa)


That feeling means a lot to Noochie -- it's the essence of what he's trying to preserve and promote. The tidy, brick-faced single-family home used to belong to his father. It was here that he watched his father push through his own challenges as a musician.
"I grew up in the era of him pursuing hip-hop in a city that was really only accepting of go-go," Noochie says. "It was kind of like I already got to experience seeing an uphill battle firsthand."
The rapper inherited this house just a year before his father was incarcerated in 2018.
"My dad, he was the reason I started. He's incarcerated right now, and this was his house. He tried to sell it, but I fought for it to make sure it didn't go nowhere, and fast-forward, here we are, and it brought a whole other meaning to what this house has meant already," Noochie says. "This used to be the studio; like Shy Glizzy got his start here, Fat Trel has been here, there's a lot of history here."
Noochie, who will perform this weekend at the National Cannabis Festival, sees "Live From the Front Porch" as a way of continuing his father's legacy -- and carving out his own.
"He was a nucleus to all these people, so I'm just keeping it going; that's how I look at it," he says. "It's a different group of individuals, but the spirit of it is the same. Just making sure that we all chasing the dream and we all get closer to it together."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/04/17/noochie-front-porch-dc/
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'Civil War,' 'Independence Day' and Hollywood's tradition of blowing up D.C.       
Movies like Alex Garland's "Civil War" and video games like "Fallout 3" frequently annihilate this city of symbols. Here's when it truly works.
By Alan Zilberman | 2024-04-17
This article contains spoilers for the movie "Civil War."
The Western Forces descend on Washington.
Tanks and soldiers flood the District, helicopters loom above the low streetscape. The Lincoln Memorial, now a garrison, is destroyed by rocket fire. The invading army's final target? The Oval Office, where an authoritarian president has lost control of everything. Combat journalists wade through the battlefield so the world can finally see, with horror and relief, how the United States has fallen.
That is how writer and director Alex Garland films the climax of his dystopian thriller "Civil War." In it, he envisions a fractured nation: Texas and California have seceded and the Mid-Atlantic is a giant war zone. Critics have split over the movie's scope and intentions, and whether Garland is playing with fire by invoking real-world political tensions while keeping the particulars blurry. Put me in the pro camp: A meditation on conflict's tendency to exhilarate, horrify and compromise, "Civil War" teems with terror and suspense. As the protagonists travel circuitously from New York to D.C., they strain to remain impartial as they encounter unimaginable scenes on American soil: armed skirmishes, a mass grave. And then, finally, the destruction of a whole city -- this one.

From left, Kirsten Dunst, Wagner Moura and Cailee Spaeny star in "Civil War," a dystopian thriller partially set in D.C. (Murray Close/A24)


The decimation of Washington in "Civil War" hits you in the gut, which is actually kind of weird. Filmmakers love to destroy Washington. We see them do it -- for the wrong reasons -- all the time.
A city of symbols has something very important going for it: It's also a city of shorthands. Pulverizing Washington -- sacking it, wrecking it, roughing it up a bit -- tells audiences that they've just witnessed a cataclysmic, unfathomable loss, a blow to the American spirit. But the most harrowing scenes of D.C. getting ethered -- the ones that connect on an emotional level, like in "Civil War" -- are from films that want to do more than use the monuments for pyrotechnics practice. Boots on the ground, the suggestion of a real city, are the only way to create intimacy and human stakes.
The most famous offender: "Independence Day," the massively popular alien invasion film from 1996, in which a flying saucer fires a death ray directly onto the White House. Los Angeles and Manhattan get zapped too -- but have some actual humans in the streets, including Harvey Fierstein's "Oh crap"-sputtering New Yorker. In D.C., any catastrophic loss of life is incidental; the president and his entourage are whisked away from the White House just in time. No thought for those living nearby, no quantifiable loss of life, not even a tourist on Pennsylvania Avenue. Director Roland Emmerich might as well have blown up a dollhouse. In fact, that's what he did.
That exploding White House is an impressive feat of practical effects, a money shot that intrigued audiences from the movie's first trailer. But the shallow nature of "Independence Day" can be felt in how often the sequence has been remixed. The shot is a literal punchline in an Austin Powers movie. If you go to the Alamo Drafthouse movie theater in D.C., there's a statue of Bill Pullman as the president he played in the film. It's trivial. You cannot fathom "Civil War" lingering in the popular imagination as kitsch, because Garland wants to shake his audience, not have D.C.'s destruction amount to little more than movie magic.
Other, similarly cavalier examples abound. Tim Burton's "Mars Attacks!" (1996) includes a cheeky sequence in which aliens use death rays and UFOs to juggle the Washington Monument until it can fall on a Boy Scout troop. For these cartoonishly evil Martians, that comes with a pay bump, as undoubtedly does dropping a chandelier on the first lady. Like Emmerich, Burton was borrowing Washington's symbols for his own purposes -- in his case, really handing it to elites -- but at least his frantic, over-the-top film doesn't register as glib.
More affecting is the mediocre sci-fi thriller "The Invasion" (2007), which is restrained in its assault on the District. But it is a frightening depiction of the city losing its grip, because it presents a ground-eye view of aliens taking control. I barely remember the film, but I have not shaken the image of people flinging themselves off the roof of Union Station.
How about superhero movies? "Captain America: The Winter Soldier" includes a giant hovercraft crashing into the Potomac River (the filmmakers had to digitally widen the waterway for their climactic shot). "X-Men: Days of Future Past" has a scene where the mutant Magneto levitates RFK Stadium from the banks of the Anacostia, then drops it onto the White House South Lawn. Like "Independence Day," these sequences are technically impressive, but they need a human touch. Before Magneto lifts the football arena, he at least has an exchange with a worker -- a human, who lives here! -- who can only stand by and watch, powerless.
Blockbuster filmmakers like Emmerich aren't seeking out character beats when they demolish the District and that's not why we see his movies -- or the decades of chase movies, fight movies, disaster movies and monster movies that ignore the human toll of the carnage they depict -- anyway. These scenes are often made with impressive skill and craft, but unless there is a sense of humanity or loss, they're can't truly abhor or thrill. We can see an empty, technically proficient exercise when superstorms wreck D.C. in "The Day After Tomorrow," or Cobra tanks roll toward the Capitol in "G.I. Joe: Retaliation." Almost all these scenes offer a distant view of the Capitol, rather than the street-level panic they would actually inspire. They don't hit. The only drawback to finding some humanity in the District would be that directors might become less eager to annihilate it.

Alex Garland, who wrote and directed "Civil War," promotes the film in Madrid this week. (J P Gandul/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Where is the destruction of D.C. affecting? In video games.
Released in 2008 by Bethesda Softworks, the sci-fi role-playing game "Fallout 3" is set in a post-nuclear Washington, D.C. Players wander the National Mall and surrounding areas, known in the game as "The Wasteland." Memorable dungeons to explore included Metro stations and Smithsonian museums, where players encounter zombies, mutants and giant insects. Ads for "Fallout 3" appeared around the D.C. Metro in 2008, showing the Capitol destroyed by a nuclear blast, and it was disturbing enough that a Washington Post reader wrote a letter to the editor complaining, "The people of our city do not need a daily reminder that Washington is a prime target for an attack. We do not need a daily reminder of what our worst fears look like."
I wonder what that reader would have made of the 2019 action game "Tom Clancy's The Division 2." It is set in the near-future and envisions a Washington, D.C., where a genetically engineered virus obliterates the population, so it is up to an elite force of well-armed warriors to stop the city from being taken over by roving street gangs. Like "Fallout," this game includes shells of famous landmarks, and yet it is the little details where the game finds its haunting verisimilitude. If the player wanders the map, they will find digital reproductions of every business and storefront. Promotional material for the game elaborates how developers used GIS data to get its setting just right, whether it's each tree lining the Mall or the precise location of the Chinatown gate. The game's developers even hired locals. Kelly Towles, an artist whose work can be found all over the D.C., contributed in-game graffiti that felt especially accurate to locals like me who are used to seeing his murals all over downtown.
I've lived in D.C. since 2006 and have sunk an embarrassing number of hours into both games. It was strangely comforting to wander the National Mall in "Fallout," wondering whether the Metro could provide adequate shelter during a nuclear blast. In "The Division 2," I could visit my old office and my favorite local cinema. That game became extra-eerie during the pandemic. In spring 2020, riding my bike through the abandoned streets of D.C. made me feel like a member of the Division, and made me see how the developers stumbled into something singular by making the game about how people might realistically attempt to survive in the actual D.C. When my player wanders into the Air and Space Museum or near the Tidal Basin for a protracted, desperate shootout, the game attains an emotional resonance that often eludes the medium.

"Civil War" is the latest movie to show destruction in Washington. (A24)


"Civil War" does similarly right by this town. Before the Western Forces and the combat journalists can enter the White House, they have to make it past soldiers guarding the Eisenhower Executive Office Building. Garland imagines the EEOB protected by large concrete walls designed to repel on-the-ground troops -- but it's honestly not that much more intense than the security theater that visitors encounter in real life when they visit the building for a work event. A city of symbols, sure, but one that can hold multiple meanings. A city you hate to see go boom.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2024/04/17/civil-war-washington-destroyed/
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