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Supreme Court seems skeptical of Trump's claim of absolute immunity but decision's timing is unclear

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    AP is live as the Supreme Court hears arguments Thursday over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election.
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            Protests outside U.S. Supreme Court in Washington as it hears Donald Trump's immunity case

        
        
            Protesters gathered outside the U.S. Supreme Court building in Washington Thursday as the court hears arguments over whether Donald Trump should be immune from prosecution for actions he took during his time as president.
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Protesters gathered outside the U.S. Supreme Court building in Washington Thursday as the court hears arguments over whether Donald Trump should be immune from prosecution for actions he took during his time as president.
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            Special counsel team argues presidential immunity 'has no foundation in the Constitution'

        
        
            Special counsel team attorney Michael Dreeben has gotten to the heart of the government's case during Supreme Court arguments over immunity for Donald Trump. Dreeben said absolute immunity for a former president "has no foundation in the Constitution."
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    [image: Activist Stephen Parlato of Boulder, Colo., right, joins other protesters outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Supreme Court is seen as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Demonstrators protest outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Demonstrates stand outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Demonstrators protest outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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Demonstrators protest outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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[image: A demonstrator walks outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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[image: The Supreme Court is seen during a protest as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Demonstrators protest outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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[image: The Supreme Court is seen during a protest as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Activists from opposing political positions demonstrate outside the Supreme Court as the justices hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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Activists from opposing political positions demonstrate outside the Supreme Court as the justices hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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[image: Diana Neary of Minneapolis, joins other protesters demonstrating outside the Supreme Court as the justices hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Diana Neary of Minneapolis, joins other protesters demonstrating outside the Supreme Court as the justices hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 15
Diana Neary of Minneapolis, joins other protesters demonstrating outside the Supreme Court as the justices hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday appeared likely to reject former President Donald Trump's claim of absolute immunity from prosecution over election interference, but it seemed possible Trump could still benefit from a lengthy trial delay, possibly beyond November's election.
Chief Justice John Roberts was among at least five members of the court who did not appear to embrace the claim of absolute immunity that would stop special counsel Jack Smith's prosecution of Trump on charges he conspired to overturn his 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden. 
But in arguments lasting more than 2 1/2 hours in the court's first consideration of criminal charges against a former president, Roberts also was among several justices who suggested that the case might have to be sent back to lower courts before any trial could begin. Roberts indicated he was unhappy with the reasoning adopted by the federal appeals court that ruled against Trump.

    


The timing of the Supreme Court's decision could be as important as the outcome. Trump, the presumptive 2024 Republican presidential nominee, has been pushing to delay the trial until after the election, and the later the justices issue their decision, the more likely he is to succeed.




The active questioning of all nine justices left the strong impression that the court was not headed for the sort of speedy, consensus decision that would allow a trial to begin quickly. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh, two of Trump's three high court appointees, suggested that former presidents might have some immunity and that in this case, lower courts might have to sort out whether that applied to Trump. That could further delay a trial.
Justice Amy Coney Barrett, the other Trump appointee, seemed less open to arguments advanced by Trump lawyer D. John Sauer. 
Smith's team is asking for a speedy resolution. The court typically issues its last opinions by the end of June, about four months before the election.

    


Trump, the first former president charged with crimes, had said he wanted to be at the Supreme Court on Thursday. Instead, he was in a courtroom in New York, where he is standing trial on charges that he falsified business records to keep damaging information from voters when he directed hush money payments to a former porn star to keep quiet her claims that they had a sexual encounter. 
Trump's lawyers argue that former presidents are entitled to absolute immunity for their official acts. Otherwise, they say, politically motivated prosecutions of former occupants of the Oval Office would become routine and presidents couldn't function as the commander in chief if they had to worry about criminal charges.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: No one is above the law. Supreme Court will decide if that includes Trump while he was president.
    

    
    
    AP Supreme Court writer Mark Sherman reports the court is going to decide if former President Trump can be tried for his actions following the last presidential election.

    

Lower courts have rejected those arguments, including a unanimous three-judge panel on an appeals court in Washington, D.C. 
The election interference conspiracy case brought by Smith in Washington is just one of four criminal cases confronting Trump.
Smith's team says the men who wrote Constitution never intended for presidents to be above the law and that, in any event, the acts Trump is charged with -- including participating in a scheme to enlist fake electors in battleground states won by Biden -- aren't in any way part of a president's official duties.

    


Nearly four years ago, all nine justices rejected Trump's claim of absolute immunity from a district attorney's subpoena for his financial records. That case played out during Trump's presidency and involved a criminal investigation, but no charges.
Justice Clarence Thomas, who would have prevented the enforcement of the subpoena because of Trump's responsibilities as president, still rejected Trump's claim of absolute immunity and pointed to the text of the Constitution and how it was understood by the people who ratified it.
"The text of the Constitution ... does not afford the President absolute immunity," Thomas wrote in 2020.
The lack of apparent support on the court for the sort of blanket immunity Trump seeks has caused commentators to speculate about why the court has taken up the case in the first place.

    


Phillip Bobbitt, a constitutional scholar at Columbia University's law school, said he worries about the delay, but sees value in a decision that amounts to "a definitive expression by the Supreme Court that we are a government of laws and not of men."
The court also may be more concerned with how its decision could affect future presidencies, Harvard law school professor Jack Goldsmith wrote on the Lawfare blog.
But Kermit Roosevelt, a law professor at the University of Pennsylvania, said the court never should have taken the case because an ideologically diverse panel of the federal appeals court in Washington adequately addressed the issues. 
"If it was going to take the case, it should have proceeded faster, because now, it will most likely prevent the trial from being completed before the election," Roosevelt said. "Even Richard Nixon said that the American people deserve to know whether their president is a crook. The Supreme Court seems to disagree."

    


The court has several options for deciding the case. The justices could reject Trump's arguments and unfreeze the case so that U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan can resume trial preparations, which she has indicated may last up to three months. 
The court could end Smith's prosecution by declaring for the first time that former presidents may not be prosecuted for official acts they took while in office. 
It also might spell out when former presidents are shielded for prosecution and either declare that Trump's alleged conduct easily crossed the line or return the case to Chutkan so that she can decide whether Trump should have to stand trial.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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The National Enquirer was the go-to American tabloid for many years. Donald Trump helped change that
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Catch and kill. Checkbook journalism. Secret deals. Friends helping friends.
Even by National Enquirer standards, testimony by its former publisher David Pecker at Donald Trump's hush money trial this week has revealed an astonishing level of corruption at America's best-known tabloid and may one day be seen as the moment it effectively died.
"It just has zero credibility," said Lachlan Cartwright, executive editor of the Enquirer from 2014 to 2017. "Whatever sort of credibility it had was totally damaged by what happened in court this week."
On Thursday, Pecker was back on the witness stand to tell more about the arrangement he made to boost Trump's presidential candidacy in 2016, tear down his rivals and silence any revelations that may have damaged him.
THE ENQUIRER HELPED FUEL THE RISE OF TABLOID CULTURE
However its stories danced on the edge of credulity, the Enquirer was a cultural fixture, in large part because of genius marketing. As many Americans moved to the suburbs in the 1960s, the tabloid staked its place on racks at supermarket checkout lines, where people could see headlines about UFO abductions or medical miracles while waiting for their milk and bread to be bagged.

    


Celebrity news was a staple, and the Enquirer paid sources around Hollywood to learn what the stars' publicists wouldn't say. It may have been true. It may have had just a whiff of truth. It was rarely boring.




When the tabloid paid a mourner to secretly snap a picture of Elvis Presley in his coffin for its front cover, that week's issue sold 6.9 million copies, according to the 2020 documentary, "Scandalous: The Untold Story of the National Enquirer."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For all the ridicule the tabloid received from "serious" journalists, Enquirer reporters hustled and broke some genuine news. A memorable picture of the married Sen. Gary Hart enjoying a tropical holiday alongside a woman he was involved with destroyed a presidential candidacy and brought politicians into the Enquirer's celebrity world. The tab was considered for a Pulitzer Prize after revealing a sex scandal involving U.S. Sen. John Edwards in the early 2000s.

    


During his celebrity days in the 1990s, Trump was a fixture in its pages, and often a source for news. When Pecker bought the Enquirer in 1999, one of his first calls was from Trump, who said, "Congratulations -- you bought a great magazine," the former executive testified this week.
As the "Scandalous" documentary illustrates, some of Pecker's unsavory practices predated his deal with Trump. The Enquirer paid for the story of Gigi Goyette, an actress who claimed she had an affair with Arnold Schwarzenegger, dangling the prospect of a potential book and movie. Then it kept silent as Schwarzenegger, who denied the affair, ran for California governor. The arrangement became known as "catch and kill."
Pecker said that in a summer 2015 meeting with Trump and lawyer Michael Cohen, he outlined how he would help the presidential candidate, a deal that included the alleged "catch and kill" arrangements with Karen McDougal and Stormy Daniels.

    


"They weren't put into writing," Pecker testified about his promises to Trump. "It was just an agreement among friends."
Throughout the campaign, National Enquirer headlines made no secret who the tabloid was backing: "Donald Trump: The Man Behind the Legend," read one. "Donald Trump: Healthiest Individual Ever Elected," was another.
The Trump-boosting covers baffled Steve Coz, a former top Enquirer editor, when he saw them at his neighborhood supermarket in Florida. "That is so foreign to anybody who worked at the National Enquirer," Coz said in the documentary.
NOT THE TYPICAL JOURNALISTIC PRACTICES
Cartwright, lured to a job at the Enquirer by his friend, Dylan Howard, with a promise to break stories like the Edwards scandal, instead found that material about one of the most colorful, compromised politicians in recent history was off limits. Meanwhile, Bill and Hillary Clinton were frequent targets of unflattering stories; Pecker called that a double win, since it helped Trump and anti-Clinton stories were popular with Enquirer readers.

    


Even Cartwright said he was surprised to learn in Pecker's testimony about the role Cohen played in helping to manufacture outlandishly false stories about Trump's Republican primary rivals. Ben Carlson was described as a "bungling surgeon and "brain butcher." Marco Rubio headlines referenced a "love child" and "cocaine connection." Ted Cruz supposedly was having five secret affairs and his father was alleged to have a connection with JFK assassin Lee Harvey Oswald.
Cartwright remembers wondering with friends at the time about what was going on, only to be told that "you're sounding like a conspiracy theorist."
The stories were wild, nothing truthful about them. But thousands of voters saw them, and when the rumors hit the mainstream media, the opponents -- particularly an angry Cruz -- were forced to address them.

    


"This is the ground zero of fake news," said Cartwright, now a correspondent for The Hollywood Reporter.
It has been years since an Enquirer story made an impact. In 2019, the tabloid published texts alleging an extramarital affair by Amazon founder Jeff Bezos -- also owner of The Washington Post, a thorn in then-President Trump's side. But it backfired when Bezos publicly revealed that the Enquirer had threatened to publish damning photos if the Post didn't halt an investigation into Pecker's American Media Inc. Pecker lost his job as head of the Enquirer's parent company in 2020, and it was eventually sold.
Celebrity news is widespread in the media today. TMZ has largely assumed the Enquirer's mantle with aggressive celebrity coverage and a willingness to pay for it, with more journalistic rigor. Political talk is also easy to find on the web, and so is disinformation.
The Enquirer averaged 238,000 newsstand sales each week during the last six months of election year 2016, according to the Alliance for Audited Media. During the last six months of 2023, its sales averaged just under 56,500. It limps along: The lead story on its website Thursday was "The Untold Story: Marko Stout's Journey From Obscurity to Art World Phenom."
"It's really a shadow of its former self," Cartwright said. "David Pecker's legacy will be that he totally destroyed that tabloid."
___
David Bauder writes about media for The Associated Press. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder
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Harvey Weinstein's 2020 rape conviction overturned by NY appeals court

            
    
        
  
    Hamas would lay down weapons after a two-state solution, officials says | AP News
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Hamas official says group would lay down its arms if an independent Palestinian state is established

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A top Hamas political official told The Associated Press the Islamic militant group is willing to agree to a truce of five years or more with Israel and that it would lay down its weapons and convert into a political party if an independent Palestinian state is established along pre-1967 borders. The comments by Khalil al-Hayya in an interview Wednesday came amid a stalemate in months of cease-fire talks. (AP video and production by Mehmet Guzel)
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    [image: Khalil al-Hayya, a high-ranking Hamas official who has represented the Palestinian militant group in negotiations for a cease-fire and hostage exchange deal, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, in Istanbul, Turkey, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)]
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                                        ISTANBUL (AP) -- A top Hamas political official told The Associated Press the Islamic militant group is willing to agree to a truce of five years or more with Israel and that it would lay down its weapons and convert into a political party if an independent Palestinian state is established along pre-1967 borders.
The comments by Khalil al-Hayya in an interview Wednesday came amid a stalemate in months of talks for a cease-fire in Gaza. The suggestion that Hamas would disarm appeared to be a significant concession by the militant group officially committed to Israel's destruction. 
But it's unlikely Israel would consider such a scenario. It has vowed to crush Hamas following the deadly Oct. 7 attacks that triggered the war, and its current leadership is adamantly opposed to the creation of a Palestinian state on lands Israel captured in the 1967 Mideast war.





    


Al-Hayya, a high-ranking Hamas official who has represented the Palestinian militants in negotiations for a cease-fire and hostage exchange, struck a sometimes defiant and other times conciliatory tone.
Speaking to the AP in Istanbul, Al-Hayya said Hamas wants to join the Palestine Liberation Organization, headed by the rival Fatah faction, to form a unified government for Gaza and the West Bank. He said Hamas would accept "a fully sovereign Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and the return of Palestinian refugees in accordance with the international resolutions," along Israel's pre-1967 borders.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

If that happens, he said, the group's military wing would dissolve.
"All the experiences of people who fought against occupiers, when they became independent and obtained their rights and their state, what have these forces done? They have turned into political parties and their defending fighting forces have turned into the national army," he said.
Over the years, Hamas has sometimes moderated its public position with respect to the possibility of a Palestinian state alongside Israel. But its political program still officially "rejects any alternative to the full liberation of Palestine, from the river to the sea" -- referring to the area reaching from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea, which includes lands that now make up Israel.

    


Al-Hayya did not say whether his apparent embrace of a two-state solution would amount to an end to the Palestinian conflict with Israel or an interim step toward the group's stated goal of destroying Israel.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Hamas official says group would lay down its arms if an independent Palestinian state is established.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on an AP interview with a top Hamas official.

    

Ophir Falk, a foreign policy adviser to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, declined to comment on Al-Hayya's comments, dismissing him as a "high-ranking terrorist." But he said Hamas had broken a previous truce with its Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel in which militants killed about 1,200 people, mostly civilians. Militants dragged some 250 hostages into the enclave. 
Israel's ensuing bombardment and ground offensive have killed more than 34,000 Palestinians, most of them women and children, according to local health authorities, and displaced some 80% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million.

    


"Prime Minister Netanyahu's government set a mission to destroy Hamas' military and governing capabilities in Gaza, free the hostages and ensure that Gaza does not pose a threat to Israel and the rest of the civilized world in the future," he said. "Those goals will be achieved."
There was no immediate reaction from the PLO or the Fatah-led Palestinian Authority, the internationally recognized self-ruled government that Hamas drove out when it seized Gaza in 2007, a year after winning Palestinian parliamentary elections. After the Hamas takeover of Gaza, the Palestinian Authority was left with administering semi-autonomous pockets of the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
The Palestinian Authority hopes to establish an independent state in the West Bank, east Jerusalem and Gaza -- areas captured by Israel in the 1967 Mideast war. While the international community overwhelmingly supports such a two-state solution, Netanyahu's hard-line government rejects it.

    


Nearly seven months into the war in Gaza, cease-fire negotiations have stalled. Israel is now preparing for an offensive in the southern city of Rafah, where more than 1 million Palestinians have fled to.
Israel says it has dismantled most of the initial two dozen Hamas battalions since the start of the war, but that the four remaining ones are holed up in Rafah. Israel argues that a Rafah offensive is necessary to achieve victory over Hamas.
Al-Hayya said such an offensive would not succeed in destroying Hamas. He said contacts between the political leadership outside and military leadership inside Gaza are "uninterrupted" by the war and "contacts, decisions and directions are made in consultation" between the two groups.
Israeli forces "have not destroyed more than 20% of (Hamas') capabilities, neither human nor in the field," he asserted. "If they can't finish (Hamas) off, what is the solution? The solution is to go to consensus."

    


In November, a weeklong cease-fire saw the release of more than 100 hostages in exchange for 240 Palestinian prisoners held in Israel. But talks for a longer-term truce and release of the remaining hostages are now frozen, with each side accusing the other of intransigence. Key interlocutor Qatar has said in recent days that it is undertaking a "reassessment" of its role as mediator.
Most of Hamas' top political officials, previously based in Qatar, have left the Gulf country in the past week and traveled to Turkey, where Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh met with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Saturday. Al-Hayya denied a permanent move of the group's main political office is in the works and said Hamas wants to see Qatar continue in its capacity as mediator in the talks.
Israeli and U.S. officials have accused Hamas of not being serious about a deal.
Al-Hayya denied this, saying Hamas has made concessions regarding the number of Palestinian prisoners it wants released in exchange for the remaining Israeli hostages. He said the group does not know exactly how many hostages remain in Gaza and are still alive. 
But he said Hamas will not back down from its demands for a permanent cease-fire and full withdrawal of Israeli troops, both of which Israel has balked at. Israel says it will continue military operations until Hamas is definitively defeated and will retain a security presence in Gaza afterwards.
"If we are not assured the war will end, why would I hand over the prisoners?" the Hamas leader said of the remaining hostages.
Al-Hayya also implicitly threatened that Hamas would attack Israeli or other forces who might be stationed around a floating pier the U.S. is scrambling to build along Gaza's coastline to deliver aid by sea. 
"We categorically reject any non-Palestinian presence in Gaza, whether at sea or on land, and we will deal with any military force present in these places, Israeli or otherwise ... as an occupying power," he said.
Al-Hayya said Hamas does not regret the Oct. 7 attacks, despite the destruction it has brought down on Gaza and its people. He denied that Hamas militants had targeted civilians during the attacks -- despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary -- and said the operation succeeded in its goal of bringing the Palestinian issue back to the world's attention.
And, he said, Israeli attempts to eradicate Hamas would ultimately fail to prevent future Palestinian armed uprisings.
"Let's say that they have destroyed Hamas. Are the Palestinian people gone?" he asked.
___
This story has been updated to correct the number of Palestinian prisoners freed during a cease-fire in November.
___
Associated Press journalists Khalil Hamra in Istanbul and Julia Frankel in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hamas-khalil-alhayya-qatar-ceasefire-1967-borders-4912532b11a9cec29464eab234045438
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Some campuses call in police to break up pro-Palestinian demonstrations, while others wait it out

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Police tangled with student demonstrators in Texas and California while new encampments sprouted Wednesday at Harvard and other colleges as school leaders sought ways to defuse a growing wave of pro-Palestinian protests.
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            AP Explains: wave of campus protests against Gaza war grows

        
        
            Police tangled with student demonstrators in Texas and California while new encampments sprouted Wednesday at Harvard and other colleges as school leaders sought ways to defuse a growing wave of pro-Palestinian protests.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        AP Explains: wave of campus protests against Gaza war grows
Police tangled with student demonstrators in Texas and California while new encampments sprouted Wednesday at Harvard and other colleges as school leaders sought ways to defuse a growing wave of pro-Palestinian protests.
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            Students scuffle with police on campus of USC on Wednesday

        
        
            The Los Angeles Police Department said more than 90 people were arrested Wednesday during a day of Gaza War protests at the University of Southern California.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Students scuffle with police on campus of USC on Wednesday
The Los Angeles Police Department said more than 90 people were arrested Wednesday during a day of Gaza War protests at the University of Southern California.
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            Students protesting on campuses across US ask colleges to cut investments supporting Israel

        
        
            Students at a growing number of U.S. colleges are gathering in pro-Palestinian encampments with a unified demand to end investments supporting Israel's war in Gaza.
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Students at a growing number of U.S. colleges are gathering in pro-Palestinian encampments with a unified demand to end investments supporting Israel's war in Gaza.
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    [image: A demonstrator is restrained by police at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Ricardo B. Brazziell/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: State troopers try to break up a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Student protests over the Israel-Hamas war have popped up on an increasing number of college campuses following last week's arrest of more than 100 demonstrators at Columbia University. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: Georgia State Patrol officers detain a demonstrator on the campus of Emory University during a pro-Palestinian demonstration, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Demonstrators chant at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: A Georgia State Patrol officer detains a protester on the campus of Emory University during a pro-Palestinian demonstration Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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A Georgia State Patrol officer detains a protester on the campus of Emory University during a pro-Palestinian demonstration Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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[image: A state trooper yells for protesters to move back during a pro-Palestinian rally at the University of Texas Wednesday April 24, 2024 in Austin, Texas. Protests Wednesday on the campuses of at least two universities involved clashes with police, while another university shut down its campus for the rest of the week. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: University of Texas police officers arrest a man at a pro-Palestinian protest on campus, Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: Protesters are cuffed after being detained on the campus of Emory University during a pro-Palestinian demonstration Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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Protesters are cuffed after being detained on the campus of Emory University during a pro-Palestinian demonstration Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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[image: University of Texas police approach protesters to apprehend them during a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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University of Texas police approach protesters to apprehend them during a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: A University of Southern California protester is detained by USC Department of Public Safety officers during a pro-Palestinian occupation at the campus' Alumni Park on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: Texas state troopers in riot gear try to beak up a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: Tents erected at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: A row of Palestinian flags are seen on the fence at the pro-Palestinians demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: State troopers on horses push back protesters during a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: Protesters chant at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. Texas. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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Protesters chant at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. Texas. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: Georgia State Patrol officers detain a protester on the campus of Emory University during an pro-Palestinian demonstration Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- Some U.S. universities called in police to break up demonstrations against the Israel-Hamas war, resulting in ugly scuffles and dozens of arrests, while others appeared content to wait out student protests Thursday, as the final days of the semester ticked down and graduation ceremonies loomed.
At Emerson College in Boston, 108 people were arrested at an alleyway encampment overnight and four police officers suffered injuries that were not life-threatening, Boston police said. Those arrested were expected to appear Thursday in Boston Municipal Court. 
Video of the scuffle shows students in the alleyway linking arms and using umbrellas to resist officers, who move forcefully through the crowd and throw some protesters to the ground. College leaders had earlier warned students that the alley, which is not solely owned by Emerson, had a public right-of-way and city authorities had threatened to take action if the protesters didn't leave. The video shows officers first warning students to leave before moving in. Emerson canceled classes Thursday.

    


Another 93 people were arrested Wednesday night during a protest at the University of Southern California, the Los Angeles Police Department said. One person was arrested on allegations of assault with a deadly weapon, although police officials didn't immediately provide details about the incident.




While grappling with growing protests from coast to coast, schools have the added pressure of May commencement ceremonies. At Columbia University in New York, students defiantly erected an encampment where many are set to graduate in front of families in just a few weeks. Columbia continued to negotiate with students after several failed attempts -- and more than 100 arrests -- to clear the encampment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At USC, tensions were already high after the university canceled a planned commencement speech by the school's pro-Palestinian valedictorian, citing safety concerns. After scuffles with police early Wednesday, a few dozen demonstrators standing in a circle with locked arms were detained one by one without incident later in the evening.

    


Officers encircled the dwindling group sitting in defiance of an earlier warning to disperse or be arrested. Beyond the police line, hundreds of onlookers watched as helicopters buzzed overhead. The school closed the campus.
Earlier Wednesday, officers at the University of Texas at Austin aggressively detained dozens of protesters. Hundreds of local and state police -- including some on horseback and holding batons -- bulldozed into protesters, at one point sending some tumbling into the street. Officers pushed their way into the crowd and made arrests at the behest of the university and Texas Gov. Gregg Abbott, according to the state Department of Public Safety.
In all, 57 people were jailed and charged with criminal trespass, according to a spokeswoman for the Travis County Sheriff's Office.
A photographer covering the demonstration for Fox 7 Austin was in the push-and-pull when an officer yanked him backward to the ground, video shows. The station confirmed that the photographer was arrested. A longtime Texas journalist was knocked down in the mayhem and could be seen bleeding before police helped him to emergency medical staff. 

    


Dane Urquhart, a third-year Texas student, called the police presence and arrests an "overreaction," adding that the protest "would have stayed peaceful" if the officers had not turned out in force. 
"Because of all the arrests, I think a lot more (demonstrations) are going to happen," Urquhart said.
Police left after hours of efforts to control the crowd, and about 300 demonstrators moved back in to sit on the grass and chant under the school's iconic clock tower.
In a statement Wednesday night, the university's president, Jay Hartzell, said: "Our rules matter, and they will be enforced. Our University will not be occupied."
North of USC, protesters at California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt, were barricaded inside a building for a third day. The school shut down campus through the weekend and made classes virtual.

    


At Emory University in Atlanta, local and state police swept in to dismantle a camp, although the university said the protesters weren't students but rather outside activists. Some officers carried semiautomatic weapons, and video shows officers using a stun gun on one protester who they had pinned to the ground. At least 17 people were detained, handcuffed with zip ties and loaded into a police transport van. It was unclear if the people detained were Emory students or faculty.
Protesters at Emory chanted slogans supporting Palestinians and opposing a public safety training center being built in Atlanta. The two movements are closely entwined in Atlanta, where there has been years of "Stop Cop City" activism that has included attacks on property. 

    


Harvard University in Massachusetts had sought to stay ahead of protests this week by limiting access to Harvard Yard and requiring permission for tents and tables. That didn't stop protesters from setting up a camp with 14 tents Wednesday after a rally against the university's suspension of the Harvard Undergraduate Palestine Solidarity Committee.
Students protesting the Israel-Hamas war are demanding schools cut financial ties to Israel and divest from companies enabling its monthslong conflict. Some Jewish students say the protests have veered into antisemitism and made them afraid to set foot on campus as graduation nears, partly prompting a heavier hand from universities. 
At New York University this week, police said 133 protesters were taken into custody, while over 40 protesters were arrested Monday at an encampment at Yale University. 
Columbia University averted another confrontation between students and police earlier Wednesday. University President Minouche Shafik had set on Tuesday a midnight deadline to reach an agreement on clearing an encampment, but the school extended negotiations until early Friday.
On a visit to campus Wednesday, U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson, a Republican, called on Shafik to resign "if she cannot bring order to this chaos." 
"If this is not contained quickly and if these threats and intimidation are not stopped, there is an appropriate time for the National Guard," he said.
On Wednesday evening, a Columbia spokesperson said rumors that the university had threatened to bring in the National Guard were unfounded. "Our focus is to restore order, and if we can get there through dialogue, we will," said Ben Chang, Columbia's vice president for communications.
___
Perry reported from Meredith, New Hampshire. Contributing to this report were Associated Press journalists in various locations including Joey Cappelletti, Will Weissert, Larry Lage, Steve LeBlanc, Dave Collins, Jim Salter, Haven Daley, Jesse Bedayn, John Antczak, Julie Walker and Joseph Krauss.
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[image: Officials set up the podium before the the swearing-in ceremony of the transitional council tasked with selecting Haiti's new prime minister and cabinet, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Soldiers deploy outside the Prime Minister's office in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, April 25, 2024. A transitional council tasked with selecting a new prime minister and cabinet is expected to be sworn-in on Thursday. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: FILE - Haiti's Prime Minister Ariel Henry, right, attends a working session at the Canada-CARICOM Summit in Ottawa, Ontario, Oct. 18, 2023. Henry resigned on April 25, 2024, leaving the way clear for a new government to be formed in the Caribbean country. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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[image: Soldiers deploy outside the Prime Minister's office in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in preparation for the swearing-in of a transitional council tasked with selecting a new prime minister and cabinet, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Interim Prime Minister Michel Patrick Boisvert, fifth from left, poses for a group photo with members of a transitional council tasked with selecting a new prime minister and cabinet, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Police stand guard outside the Prime Minister's office in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, April 25, 2024. A transitional council tasked with selecting a new prime minister and cabinet is expected to be sworn in on Thursday. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: Soldiers deploy outside the Prime Minister's office in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, April 25, 2024. A transitional council tasked with selecting a new prime minister and cabinet is expected to be sworn-in on Thursday. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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Soldiers deploy outside the Prime Minister's office in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, April 25, 2024. A transitional council tasked with selecting a new prime minister and cabinet is expected to be sworn-in on Thursday. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- Ariel Henry resigned Thursday as prime minister of Haiti, leaving the way clear for a new government to be formed in the Caribbean country, which has been wracked by gang violence that killed or injured more than 2,500 people from January to March.
Henry presented his resignation in a letter signed in Los Angeles, dated April 24, and released on Thursday by his office on the same day that a council tasked with choosing a new prime minister and Cabinet for Haiti was sworn in.
Henry's remaining Cabinet meanwhile chose Economy and Finance Minister Michel Patrick Boisvert as the interim prime minister. It was not immediately clear when the transitional council would select its own interim prime minister. 
Addressing a crowded and sweaty room in the prime minister's office, Boisvert said that Haiti's crisis had gone on too long and that the country now found itself at a crossroads. The members of the transitional council stood behind him, as well as the country's top police and military officials.

    


"After two long months of debate ... a solution has been found," Boisvert said. "Today is an important day in the life of our dear republic." 




He called the transitional council a "Haitian solution" and directing his remarks toward them, Boisvert wished them success, adding "I believe the determination is there."
After the speeches, the soft clink of glasses echoed in the room as attendees served champagne flutes toasted with a somber "To Haiti."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The council was installed earlier Thursday, more than a month after Caribbean leaders announced its creation following an emergency meeting to tackle Haiti's spiraling crisis. Gunfire heard as the council was sworn in at the National Palace prompted worried looks.
The nine-member council, of which seven have voting powers, is also expected to help set the agenda of a new Cabinet. It will also appoint a provisional electoral commission, a requirement before elections can take place, and establish a national security council.

    


The council's non-renewable mandate expires Feb. 7, 2026, at which date a new president is scheduled to be sworn in.
Smith Augustin, a voting member of the council, said that it was unclear if the council would decide to keep Boisvert on as interim prime minister or choose another. He said it would be discussed in the coming days. "The crisis is unsustainable," he said.
Regine Abraham, a nonvoting member of the council, recalled the July 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise, explaining that "that violence had a devastating impact."
Abraham said that gangs now controlled most of Port-au-Prince, tens of thousands of the capital's residents have been displaced by violence and more than 900 schools in the capital have been forced to close.
"The population of Port-au-Prince has literally been taken hostage," she said. 
Gangs launched coordinated attacks that began on Feb. 29 in the capital, Port-au-Prince, and surrounding areas. They burned police stations and hospitals, opened fire on the main international airport that has remained closed since early March and stormed Haiti's two biggest prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates. Gangs also have severed access to Haiti's biggest port.

    


The onslaught began while Prime Minister Henry was on an official visit to Kenya to push for a U.N.-backed deployment of a police force from the East African country. He remains locked out of Haiti.
"Port-au-Prince is now almost completely sealed off because of air, sea and land blockades," Catherine Russell, UNICEF's director, said earlier this week.
The international community has urged the council to prioritize Haiti's widespread insecurity. Even before the attacks began, gangs already controlled 80% of Port-au-Prince. The number of people killed in early 2024 was up by more than 50% compared with the same period last year, according to a recent U.N. report.
"It is impossible to overstate the increase in gang activity across Port-au-Prince and beyond, the deterioration of the human rights situation and the deepening of the humanitarian crisis," Maria Isabel Salvador, the U.N. special envoy for Haiti, said at a U.N. Security Council meeting on Monday.

    


Also in attendance at Boisvert's swearing in Thursday was Dennis Haskins, the newly installed U.S. ambassador. He said Thursday's events were an important step for Haiti.
"In crisis, the Haitians are able to do tremendous things, so we're here to help them," Haskins said. "We won't be the solution but hopefully we will be part of helping those finding the solution."
As part of that, he said the U.S. government was working to enforce export controls on weapons, many of which have found their way to Haiti, fueling the violence.
"The fact that many of the arms that come here are from the United States is indisputable and that has a direct impact," Haskins said. "It is something we recognize is a contributing factor to instability."

    


Nearly 100,000 people have fled the capital in search of safer cities and towns since the attacks began. Tens of thousands of others left homeless after gangs torched their homes are now living in crowded, makeshift shelters across Port-au-Prince that only have one or two toilets for hundreds of residents.
At the United Nations Thursday, World Food Program Deputy Executive Director Carl Skau said Haiti is suffering from a security, political and humanitarian crisis that is causing acute food insecurity for some 5 million people, or about half the population. The U.N. defines that as "when a person's inability to consume adequate food puts their lives or livelihoods in immediate danger." 
"The situation is dramatic," Skau told reporters. "Devastating crisis, a massive humanitarian impact, the worst humanitarian situation in Haiti since the 2010 earthquake."
Rachel Pierre, a 39-year-old mother of four children, living in one of the capital's makeshift shelters, said "Although I'm physically here, it feels like I'm dead."
"There is no food or water. Sometimes I have nothing to give the kids," she said as her 14-month-old suckled on her deflated breast.
Many Haitians are angry and exhausted at what their lives have become and blame gangs for their situation.
"They're the ones who sent us here," said Chesnel Joseph, a 46-year-old math teacher whose school closed because of the violence and who has become the shelter's informal director. "They mistreat us. They kill us. They burn our homes."
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Strict new EPA rules would force coal-fired power plants to capture emissions or shut down

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Marshall Steam Station coal power plant operates March 3, 2024, near Mooresville, N.C. A rule issued April 24, 2024, by the Environmental Protection Agency would force power plants fueled by coal or natural gas to capture smokestack emissions or shut down. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Coal-fired power plants would be forced to capture smokestack emissions or shut down under a rule issued Thursday by the Environmental Protection Agency.
New limits on greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel-fired electric plants are the Biden administration's most ambitious effort yet to roll back planet-warming pollution from the power sector, the nation's second-largest contributor to climate change. The rules are a key part of President Joe Biden's pledge to eliminate carbon pollution from the electricity sector by 2035 and economy-wide by 2050.
The rule was among four measures targeting coal and natural gas plants that the EPA said would provide "regulatory certainty" to the power industry and encourage them to make investments to transition "to a clean energy economy." The measures include requirements to reduce toxic wastewater pollutants from coal-fired plants and to safely manage coal ash in unlined storage ponds.

    


EPA Administrator Michael Regan said the rules will reduce pollution and improve public health while supporting the reliable, long-term supply of electricity that America needs.




"One of the biggest environmental challenges facing our nation is man-made pollution that damages our air, our water and our land," Regan said in a speech at Howard University. "Not only is this pollution a major threat to public health -- it's pushing our planet to the brink.''

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Regan called the power plant rules "a defining moment" for his agency as it works to "build a cleaner and healthier future for all of us.''
The plan is likely to be challenged by industry groups and Republican-leaning states. They have repeatedly accused the Democratic administration of overreach on environmental regulations and have warned of a looming reliability crisis for the electric grid. The rules issued Thursday are among at least a half-dozen EPA rules limiting power plant emissions and wastewater pollution.

    


Environmental groups hailed the EPA's latest action as urgently needed to protect against the devastating harms of climate change.
The power plant rule marks the first time the federal government has restricted carbon dioxide emissions from existing coal-fired power plants. The rule also would force future electric plants fueled by coal or gas to control up to 90% of their carbon pollution. The new standards will avoid 1.38 billion metric tons of carbon pollution through 2047, equivalent to the annual emissions of 328 million gas cars, the EPA said, and will provide hundreds of billions of dollars in climate and health benefits, measured in fewer premature deaths, asthma cases and lost work or school days.
Coal plants that plan to stay open beyond 2039 would have to cut or capture 90% of their carbon dioxide emissions by 2032, the EPA said. Plants that expect to retire by 2039 would face a less stringent standard but still would have to capture some emissions. Coal plants that are set to retire by 2032 would not be subject to the new rules.
Rich Nolan, president and CEO of the National Mining Association, said that through the latest rules, "the EPA is systematically dismantling the reliability of the U.S. electric grid.''

    


He accused Biden, Regan and other officials of "ignoring our energy reality and forcing the closure of well-operating coal plants that repeatedly come to the rescue during times of peak demand. The repercussions of this reckless plan will be felt across the country by all Americans."
Regan denied that the rules were aimed at shutting down the coal sector, but he acknowledged in proposing the power plant rule last year that, "We will see some coal retirements."
The proposal relies on technologies to limit carbon pollution that the industry itself has said are viable and available, Regan said. "Multiple power companies have indicated that (carbon capture and storage) is a viable technology for the power sector today, and they are currently pursuing those CCS projects,'' he told reporters Wednesday. 
Coal provided about 16% of U.S. electricity last year, down from about 45% in 2010. Natural gas provides about 43% of U.S. electricity, with the remainder from nuclear energy and renewables such as wind, solar and hydropower.

    


Dan Brouillette, president and CEO of of the Edison Electric Institute, which represents U.S. investor-owned electric companies, said he was "disappointed" that the EPA "did not address the concerns we raised about carbon capture and storage.'' While promising, the technology "is not yet ready for full-scale, economy-wide deployment,'' said Brouillette, who served as energy secretary in President Donald Trump's administration.
The rules initially included steps to curb emissions from existing natural gas plants, but Regan delayed that aspect of the rules until at least next year, saying he wanted to address complaints from environmental justice groups that the earlier plan allowed too much toxic air pollution that disproportionately harms low-income neighborhoods near power plants, refineries and other industrial sites. 

    


Even so, the rules issued Thursday complete "a historic grand slam" of major actions by the Biden administration to reduce carbon pollution, said David Doniger, a climate and clean energy expert at the Natural Resources Defense Council. The first and most important action was passage of the 2022 climate law, officially known as the Inflation Reduction Act, he said, followed by separate EPA rules targeting tailpipe emissions from cars and trucks and methane emissions from oil and gas drilling.
Together, the climate law and the suite of EPA rules "are the biggest reductions in carbon pollution we've ever made and will put the country on the pathway to zero out carbon emissions,'' Doniger said. 
The nation still faces challenges in eliminating carbon from transportation, heavy industry and more, said Abigail Dillen, president of the environmental group Earthjustice, "but we can't make progress on any of it without cleaning up the power plants.''
Jim Matheson, CEO of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, called the EPA rule "unlawful, unrealistic and unachievable," adding that it faced a certain court challenge. The rule disregards the Supreme Court's 2022 decision that limited the agency's ability to regulate carbon pollution under the Clean Air Act, Matheson said. 
"This barrage of new EPA rules ignores our nation's ongoing electric reliability challenges and is the wrong approach at a critical time for our nation's energy future," said Matheson, whose association represents 900 local electric cooperatives across the country.
The EPA rules would not mandate use of equipment to capture and store carbon emissions -- a technology that is expensive and still being developed. Instead, the agency would set caps on carbon dioxide pollution that plant operators would have to meet. Some natural gas plants could start blending gas with other fuel sources that do not emit carbon, although specific actions would be left to the industry.
Still, the regulation is expected to lead to greater use of carbon capture equipment. Only a handful of projects are operating in the country despite years of research.
The EPA also tightened rules aimed at reducing wastewater pollution from coal-fired power plants and preventing harm from toxic pits of coal ash, a waste byproduct of burning coal.
Coal ash contains cancer-causing substances like arsenic and mercury that can leach into the ground, drinking water and nearby rivers and streams, harming people and killing fish. The waste is commonly stored in ponds near power plants. The EPA issued rules in 2015 to regulate active and new ponds at operating facilities, seven years after a disaster in Kingston, Tennessee, that flooded two rivers with toxic waste and destroyed property.
Environmental groups challenged that rule, arguing it left a large amount of coal ash waste unregulated by the federal government. The rule issued Thursday forces owners to safely close inactive coal ash ponds and clean up contamination.
A separate rule will reduce toxic wastewater pollution by 660 million pounds annually, according to federal officials. It's a reversal of the Republican Trump administration's push to loosen coal plant wastewater standards.
___
This story has been corrected to show the Edison Electric Institute CEO's surname is Brouillette, not Brouilette.
___
Associated Press writer Michael Phillis in St. Louis contributed to this story.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the EPA at https://apnews.com/hub/us-environmental-protection-agency.
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    [image: Atkins weight loss products are seen on sale at a Kroger supermarket, Friday, April 12, 2024, in Marietta, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: NormaTec athletic recovery systems line the MIORA clinic at the Life Time at Target Center, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Minneapolis. Luxury athletic club operator Life Time launched a program that offers comprehensive medical testing, personalized training and a host of alternative therapies like cryotherapy. The Miora program also offers Ozempic and other weight loss drugs through the clinic that opened in Minneapolis last year. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: A TheraLight red light therapy bed is pictured at the MIORA clinic at the Life Time at Target Center, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Minneapolis. Luxury athletic club operator Life Time launched a program that offers comprehensive medical testing, personalized training and a host of alternative therapies like cryotherapy. The Miora program also offers Ozempic and other weight loss drugs through the clinic that opened in Minneapolis last year. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Slim Fast weight loss products are seen at a Kroger supermarket, Friday, April 12, 2024, in Marietta, Ga. Sales of SlimFast sold at supermarkets have dropped as people turn to weight loss drugs and retailers cut shelf space for diet products, the brand's parent company, Glanbia, told investors in February. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Life Time registered nurse and injections specialist Kylie Simko is pictured with the DEXA (Dual-Energy X-ray Absorptiometry) scan at the MIORA clinic at the Life Time at Target Center, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Minneapolis. Luxury athletic club operator Life Time launched a program that offers comprehensive medical testing, personalized training and a host of alternative therapies like cryotherapy. The Miora program also offers Ozempic and other weight loss drugs through the clinic that opened in Minneapolis last year. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Actress and singer Lisa Donahey poses for a photo in her backyard in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Donahey, 54, started Mounjaro under a doctor's care a year ago to address her Type 2 diabetes. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her ]
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[image: Actress and singer Lisa Donahey applies her make-up at her home in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Actress and singer Lisa Donahey applies her make-up at her home in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her "a kick-start," Donahey said she plans to wean herself off Mounjaro once she loses another 40 pounds. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actress and singer Lisa Donahey displays a shirt she used to wear before her dramatic weightloss at her home in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her ]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The TheraLight red light therapy bed is pictured at the MIORA clinic at the Life Time at Target Center, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Minneapolis. Luxury athletic club operator Life Time launched a program that offers comprehensive medical testing, personalized training and a host of alternative therapies like cryotherapy. The Miora program also offers Ozempic and other weight loss drugs through the clinic that opened in Minneapolis last year. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Slim Fast weight loss products are seen at a Kroger supermarket, Friday, April 12, 2024, in Marietta, Ga. Sales of SlimFast sold at supermarkets have dropped as people turn to weight loss drugs and retailers cut shelf space for diet products, the brand's parent company, Glanbia, told investors in February. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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[image: Life Time registered nurse and injections specialist Kylie Simko is pictured with the DEXA (Dual-Energy X-ray Absorptiometry) scan at the MIORA clinic at the Life Time at Target Center, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Minneapolis. Luxury athletic club operator Life Time launched a program that offers comprehensive medical testing, personalized training and a host of alternative therapies like cryotherapy. The Miora program also offers Ozempic and other weight loss drugs through the clinic that opened in Minneapolis last year. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | Life Time registered nurse and injections specialist Kylie Simko is pictured with the DEXA (Dual-Energy X-ray Absorptiometry) scan at the MIORA clinic at the Life Time at Target Center, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Minneapolis. Luxury athletic club operator Life Time launched a program that offers comprehensive medical testing, personalized training and a host of alternative therapies like cryotherapy. The Miora program also offers Ozempic and other weight loss drugs through the clinic that opened in Minneapolis last year. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 9
Life Time registered nurse and injections specialist Kylie Simko is pictured with the DEXA (Dual-Energy X-ray Absorptiometry) scan at the MIORA clinic at the Life Time at Target Center, Wednesday, April 3, 2024, in Minneapolis. Luxury athletic club operator Life Time launched a program that offers comprehensive medical testing, personalized training and a host of alternative therapies like cryotherapy. The Miora program also offers Ozempic and other weight loss drugs through the clinic that opened in Minneapolis last year. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actress and singer Lisa Donahey poses for a photo in her backyard in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Donahey, 54, started Mounjaro under a doctor's care a year ago to address her Type 2 diabetes. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her ]
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[image: Actress and singer Lisa Donahey applies her make-up at her home in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Actress and singer Lisa Donahey applies her make-up at her home in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her "a kick-start," Donahey said she plans to wean herself off Mounjaro once she loses another 40 pounds. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 9
Actress and singer Lisa Donahey applies her make-up at her home in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her "a kick-start," Donahey said she plans to wean herself off Mounjaro once she loses another 40 pounds. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actress and singer Lisa Donahey displays a shirt she used to wear before her dramatic weightloss at her home in the Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 16, 2024. Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. Having used the medication to give her ]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ever since college, Brad Jobling struggled with his weight, fluctuating between a low of 155 pounds when he was in his 30s to as high as 220. He spent a decade tracking calories on WeightWatchers, but the pounds he dropped always crept back onto his 5-foot-5-inch frame.
A little over a year ago, the 58-year-old Manhattan resident went on a new weight loss drug called Wegovy. He's lost 30 pounds, and has started eating healthier food and exercising -- the habits behind many commercial diet plans and decades of conventional wisdom on sustainable weight loss. 
Yet Jobling's experience also has altered his perspective on dieting. He now sees obesity as a disease that requires medical intervention, not just behavioral changes. In fact, he thinks he will need to stay on a drug like Wegovy for the rest of his life even though it has taken some of the joy out of eating. 

    


"I don't see how you can maintain (the weight) without medication," Jobling said. "Obviously, it's all about self-control. But I think it's less of a struggle to really maintain healthy eating when you got that assistance."




Like the lives of the people taking them, recent injected drugs like Wegovy and its predecessor, the diabetes medication Ozempic, are reshaping the U.S. health and fitness industries. They have proven successful in eliminating unwanted pounds more quickly and easily than consuming fewer and burning more calories alone. Such is their disruptive power that even established diet companies like WeightWatchers and brands like Lean Cuisine are getting makeovers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Although celebrities like Oprah Winfrey have spoken publicly of the drugs as revolutionary, some health experts worry that businesses without any expertise will start dispensing the prescription medications along with bad advice and unproven therapies.
A DEMAND TOO BIG TO IGNORE
At least 3 million prescriptions for the class of medications known as GLP-1 agonists were issued each month in the U.S. during the 12 months that ended in March, according to data from health technology company IQVIA. They include semaglutide, the drug in Ozempic and Wegovy, and tirzepatide, the drug in Mounjaro and Zepbound. Morgan Stanley research analysts have estimated that 24 million people, or 7% of the U.S. population, will be using GLPT-1 drugs by 2035.

    


The world's leading diet programs have taken note of such statistics and incorporated the popular drugs into their existing subscription plans. 
WeightWatchers, which was founded in 1963, last year acquired telehealth provider Sequence, enabling members to get prescriptions for weight loss drugs. WeightWatchers is sticking with its focus on behavior change as the cornerstone of weight reduction but launched virtual clinics that provide customized exercise and nutrition plans, as well as prescription care, for individuals who want to lose 20% of their body weight on average.
"The weight loss space will be led by the acknowledgement that weight loss is a matter of health care," WeightWatchers CEO Sima Sistani told analysts earlier this year. "This is a paradigm shift because weight loss has been and, unfortunately, often still is viewed as a vanity issue."

    


The Mayo Clinic, which first offered a weight management plan in book form in 1949, has published an updated version of the longtime bestseller, titled "The Mayo Clinic Diet: Weight-Loss Medications Edition."
The Mayo Clinic Diet program also has expanded to include access to weight loss drugs and advice on managing any side effects, according to Digital Wellness CEO Scott Penn, whose company developed an online platform for the original program. 
The new drugs have made being very overweight "feel more medical as a condition," he said.
GYMS AND DIET FOOD COMPANIES LOOK TO MUSCLE IN 
Luxury athletic club operator Life Time launched a membership program last year that offers comprehensive medical testing, personalized training and a host of alternative therapies like cryotherapy. Members of the Miora program also can get Ozempic and other weight loss drugs through the medical staff of a clinic that opened in Minneapolis last year.

    


Jeff Zwiefel, executive director of Life Time Miora, called the new drugs a "game changer" for the fitness industry. 
"We have an opportunity and an obligation and a responsibility to help people achieve results in conjunction with medical providers and make sure that that's the way to go, " he said.
Fitness chains are banking on the idea people on the drugs will lose enough weight to overcome any self-consciousness or physical limits that kept them from exercising. The gym franchise Equinox started a new personal training program in January for prescription-holders who want to preserve or build muscle mass as they shed unwanted pounds. 
The world of drug-assisted weight loss also is altering the ambitions of food companies. Sales of SlimFast, a line of meal replacement shakes and snacks sold at supermarkets, have dropped as people turn to weight loss drugs and retailers cut shelf space for diet products, the brand's parent company, Glanbia, told investors in February. 

    


Since the drugs suppress the appetites of people taking them, Glanbia and other companies are marketing their products as a source of adequate nutrients for people taking GLP-1s. Swiss multinational Nestle SA thinks it can benefit from the drugs' popularity and is expanding its Lean Cuisine frozen meals and OPTIFAST protein shakes. 
"Diets are cool again," Nestle SA CEO Ulf Mark Schneider told analysts in February. "It's something that people used to do quietly on the side, uncertain about their outcomes."
PROMISING RESULTS AND A WEALTH OF UNKNOWNS
Research has shown that about a third of people lose 5% or more of their body weight with diet and exercise alone, according to Dr. Louis Aronne, director of the Comprehensive Weight Control Center at Weill Cornell Medical school. In comparison, the medicine in the diabetes drug Mounjaro helped people with obesity or who are overweight lose at least a quarter of their weight when combined with restricted calories and exercise, a new study showed. 
But some experts worry about businesses marketing the drugs or serving as fitness coaches for patients on the medications. Dr. Cian Wade, a health care consultant for the global strategy and management firm Kearney, said he's concerned about a proliferation of clinics that don't have as much experience with obesity and related health conditions. 
"There's a potential worry that for some patients, (the clinics) will not have the right expertise at hand to be able to appropriately manage the side effects, nutrition-related issues," he said. 
Since GLP-1 medications are so new, it's unclear how many patients will stick with their drug regimens, which produce intolerable side effects for some people. Another reason patients may drop the drugs is cost. A month's supply of Wegovy costs $1,300, and Zepbound is priced at $1,000.
'THE NEW VERSION OF ME'
Lisa Donahey, 54, an actress and singer who lives in Los Angeles, started Mounjaro under a doctor's care a year ago to address her Type 2 diabetes. At the time, Donahey, who is 5-foot-7-inches tall, weighed 260 pounds and was a veteran of diet plans like Jenny Craig, WeightWatchers and Nutrisystem.
Her weight has since dropped to a little less than 190 pounds. She goes to a gym. After always being cast as a character actor, she's looking for new roles. Having used the medication to give her "a kick-start," Donahey said she plans to wean herself off Mounjaro once she loses another 40 pounds. 
"I had a sense of hopelessness that I was destined to be this way and just could not do it by myself," she said. "Now, with my weight being managed and the new version of 'me' is emerging, I just feel so empowered, excited and hopeful."
___
Read more of the AP's Be Well content: https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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Venice tests a 5-euro entry fee for day-trippers as the Italian city grapples with overtourism

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Under the gaze of the world's media, the fragile lagoon city of Venice launches a pilot program Thursday to charge day-trippers a 5-euro (around $5.35) entry fee that authorities hope will discourage visitors from arriving on peak days and make the city more liveable for its dwindling residents. (AP Video by Paolo Santalucia)
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    [image: Stewards check tourists QR code access outside the main train station in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. The daytripper tax is being tested on 29 days through July, mostly weekends and holidays starting with Italy's Liberation Day holiday Thursday. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment, while another 70,000 will receive exceptions, for example, because they work in Venice or live in the Veneto region. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Tourists line up to enter at the at St.Mark bell tower in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: A steward shows the QR code access outside the main train station in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. The daytripper tax is being tested on 29 days through July, mostly weekends and holidays starting with Italy's Liberation Day holiday Thursday. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment, while another 70,000 will receive exceptions, for example, because they work in Venice or live in the Veneto region. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Stewards check a tourist QR code access outside the main train station in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. The daytripper tax is being tested on 29 days through July, mostly weekends and holidays starting with Italy's Liberation Day holiday Thursday. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment, while another 70,000 will receive exceptions, for example, because they work in Venice or live in the Veneto region. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Citizens and activists confront police during a demonstration against Venice Tax Fee in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. The daytripper tax is being tested on 29 days through July, mostly weekends and holidays starting with Italy's Liberation Day holiday Thursday. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment, while another 70,000 will receive exceptions, for example, because they work in Venice or live in the Veneto region. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Tourists arrive outside the main train station in Venice, Italy, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday, April 25, 2024 to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Tourists enjoy a ride on gondolas in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Marco Bettini, director of Venis Informatics System, gestures as he talks to reporters at the police Venice control room, in Venice, Italy, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday, April 25, 2024 to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Workers prepare the tourist tax cashier desks outside the main train station in Venice, Italy, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday, April 25, 2024 to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Venice councillor Simone Venturini speaks with reporters in front of a tourist tax totem in Venice, Italy, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday, April 25, 2024 to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Tourists enjoy a sunny day at St.Mark square in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: A citizen shows a ticket with the writing 'Veniceland' during a protest against Venice Tax Fee in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. The daytripper tax is being tested on 29 days through July, mostly weekends and holidays starting with Italy's Liberation Day holiday Thursday. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment, while another 70,000 will receive exceptions, for example, because they work in Venice or live in the Veneto region. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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[image: Citizens and activists stage a protest against Venice Tax Fee in Venice, Italy, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The fragile lagoon city of Venice begins a pilot program Thursday to charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee that authorities hope will discourage tourists from arriving on peak days. The daytripper tax is being tested on 29 days through July, mostly weekends and holidays starting with Italy's Liberation Day holiday Thursday. Officials expect some 10,000 people will pay the fee to access the city on the first day, downloading a QR code to prove their payment, while another 70,000 will receive exceptions, for example, because they work in Venice or live in the Veneto region. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]
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                                        VENICE, Italy (AP) -- Under the gaze of the world's media, the fragile lagoon city of Venice launched a pilot program Thursday to charge day-trippers a 5-euro ($5.35) entry fee that authorities hope will discourage visitors from arriving on peak days and make the city more livable for its dwindling residents.
Visitors arriving at Venice's main train station were greeted with large signs listing the 29 dates through July of the plan's test phase that also designated separate entrances for tourists, and residents, students and workers. 
"We need to find a new balance between the tourists and residents,'' said Simone Venturini, the city's top tourism official. "We need to safeguard the spaces of the residents, of course, and we need to discourage the arrival of day-trippers on some particular days."
Not all residents, however, are persuaded of the efficacy of the new system in dissuading mass tourism, insisting that only a resurgence in the population will restore balance to a city where narrow alleyways and water buses are often clogged with tourists.

    


Hundreds of Venetians protested against the program, marching festively though the city's main bus terminal behind banners reading "No to Tickets, Yes to Services and Housing." Protesters scuffled briefly with police with riot gear who blocked them from entering the city, before changing course and entering over another bridge escorted by plainclothes police officers. The demonstration wrapped up peacefully in a piazza.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tourists arriving at the main station encountered almost as many journalists as stewards on hand to politely guide anyone unaware of the new requirements through the process of downloading the QR code to pay the fee. 
Arianna Cecilia, a tourist from Rome visiting Venice for the first time, said she thought it was "strange" to have to pay to enter a city in her native country, and be funneled through separate entrance ways for tourists. She and her boyfriend were staying in nearby Treviso, and so downloaded the QR code as required. But she was still caught off-guard while soaking in her first view ever of Venice's canals by the sight of the entrance signs and her boyfriend telling her to get out the ticket. 

    


On the other side of the entrance ways, workers in yellow vests carried out random checks at the train station. Transgressors face fines of 50 to 300 euros ($53 to $320), but officials said "common sense" was being applied for the launch. 
The requirement applies only for people arriving between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. Outside of those hours, access is free and unchecked. 
Venice has long suffered under the pressure of overtourism, and officials hope that the pilot project can help provide more exact figures to better manage the phenomenon. 
The city can track the number of hotel visitors, which last year numbered 4.6 million and is down 16% from pre-pandemic highs. But the number of day visitors, which make up the majority of the crowds in Venice, could only be estimated until recently.
A Smart Control Room set up during the pandemic has been tracking arrivals from cellphone data, roughly confirming pre-pandemic estimates of 25 million to 30 million arrivals a year, said Michele Zuin, the city's top economic official. That includes both day-trippers and overnight guests.

    


But Zuin said the data is incomplete.
"It's clear we will get more reliable data from the contribution" being paid by day-trippers, he said.
Venturini said the city is strained when the number of day-trippers reaches 30,000 to 40,000. On peak days, local police set up one-way traffic for pedestrians to keep the crowds moving.
Residents opposing the day-tripper tax insist that the solution to Venice's woes are to boost the resident population and the services they need, limiting short-term rentals to make available more housing and attract families back from the mainland. 
Last year, Venice passed a telling milestone when the number of tourist beds exceeded for the first time the number of official residents, which is now below 50,000 in the historic center with its picturesque canals.

    


"Putting a ticket to enter a city will not decrease not even by one single unit the number of visitors that are coming,'' said Tommaso Cacciari, an activist who organized a protest Thursday against the measure.
"You pay a ticket to take the metro, to go to a museum, an amusement park. You don't pay a ticket to enter a city. This is the last symbolic step of a project of an idea of this municipal administration to kick residents out of Venice," he said.
Venice Mayor Luigi Brugnaro declared the launch day, coinciding with an Italian holiday, a success, registering 15,700 paying visitors, 50% more than anticipated. 
More than 97,000 others had downloaded a QR code denoting an exemption, including to work in Venice or as a resident of the Veneto region. Hotels in Venice, including in mainland districts like Marghera or Mestre, provided a QR code for visitors to attest to their stay, which includes a hotel tax -- accounting for 40,000 of those.

    


Venturini, the tourist official, said that interest in Venice's pilot program has been keen from other places suffering from mass tourism, including other Italian art cities, and municipalities abroad such as Barcelona, Spain, and Amsterdam.
But Marina Rodino, who has lived in Venice for 30 years, doesn't see the fee as the cure-all. Neighboring apartments in her residential building near the famed Rialto Bridge once inhabited by families are now short-term apartment rentals.
The corner butcher shop closed. Yet she noted that the new entrance fee requirement will still allow young people to flood the city in the evening for the traditional aperitivo, which can grow rowdy.
She was passing out mock European Union passports for "Venice, Open City," underlining the irony of the new system, and challenging its legal standing with citations from the Italian Constitution guaranteeing its citizens the right to "move or reside freely in any part of the national territory."
"This is not a natural oasis. This is not a museum. It is not Pompeii. It is a city, where we need to fight so the houses are inhabited by families, and stores reopen. That is what would counter this wild tourism,'' Rodino said.
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                    AP is live from a courthouse in New York as Donal Trump's hush money trial resumes. Read more: https://bit.ly/3UdGlhk 
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            Trump says SCOTUS has 'a very important argument before it' as he walks into NY hush money trial

        
        
            Donald Trump insisted anew Thursday that a president "has to have immunity," as he returned to a New York City courtroom for his hush money trial. That trial is taking place at the same time the Supreme Court hears arguments over presidential immunity.
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Donald Trump insisted anew Thursday that a president "has to have immunity," as he returned to a New York City courtroom for his hush money trial. That trial is taking place at the same time the Supreme Court hears arguments over presidential immunity.
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            Donald Trump makes campaign stop in New York before heading to court

        
        
            The trial resumes at the same time that the U.S. Supreme Court hears arguments in Washington over whether he should be immune from prosecution for actions he took during his time as president. Speaking Thursday morning, Trump said: "A president has to have immunity."
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The trial resumes at the same time that the U.S. Supreme Court hears arguments in Washington over whether he should be immune from prosecution for actions he took during his time as president. Speaking Thursday morning, Trump said: "A president has to have immunity."
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    [image: Former President Donald Trump appears at Manhattan criminal court before his trial in New York, Thursday, April 25, 2024.(Spencer Platt/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump arrives at Manhattan criminal court in New York, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Jeenah Moon/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump sits in Manhattan criminal court in New York, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Jeenah Moon/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former president Donald Trump, left, watches as David Pecker answers questions on the witness stand, far right, from assistant district attorney Joshua Steingless, in Manhattan criminal court, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in New York. (Elizabeth Williams via AP)]
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[image: Emil Bove, attorney for former President Donald Trump, center, arrives at Manhattan criminal court in New York, on Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Jeenah Moon/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump speaks to members of the media at Manhattan criminal court in New York, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Jeenah Moon/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump reacts while meeting with construction workers at the construction site of the new JPMorgan Chase headquarters in midtown Manhattan, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in New York. Trump met with construction workers and union representatives hours before he's set to appear in court. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump speaks with members of the media while visiting with construction workers at the construction site of the new JPMorgan Chase headquarters in midtown Manhattan, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in New York. Trump met with construction workers and union representatives hours before he's set to appear in court. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: Former President Donald Trump signs autographs while speaking with construction workers at the construction site of the new JPMorgan Chase headquarters in midtown Manhattan, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in New York. Trump met with construction workers and union representatives hours before he's set to appear in court. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The former publisher of the National Enquirer testified Thursday at Donald Trump's hush money trial about going to great lengths to help shield his old friend from potentially damaging stories using a catch-and-kill scheme prosecutors allege amounted to interference in the 2016 presidential campaign.
At the same time, the U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments in a different criminal matter involving Trump, who has claimed that he should be immune from prosecution over his efforts to reverse his 2020 election loss to Joe Biden.

    
    What to know about Trump's hush money trial:

	Trump trial live updates: Testimony set to resume 
	Trump will be first ex-president on criminal trial. Here's what to know about the hush money case.
	A jury of his peers: A look at how jury selection will work in Donald Trump's first criminal trial.
	Trump is facing four criminal indictments, and a civil lawsuit. You can track all of the cases here.



    


Trump asked to skip his New York criminal proceedings for the day so he could sit in on the high court's special session, where the justices appeared likely to reject his claim. But it seemed possible Trump could still benefit from a lengthy trial delay, possibly beyond November's election.
His request to go to Washington was denied by Judge Juan M. Merchan, who is overseeing Trump's trial on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records in connection with hush money payments.

    


"I think the Supreme Court has a very important argument before it today," Trump said outside the courtroom. "I should be there."
Adding to the former president's legal woes, his former lawyers and associates were indicted Wednesday in a 2020 election-related scheme in Arizona. And a New York judge rejected a request for a new trial in a defamation case that found Trump liable for $83.3 million in damages. The hush money case also includes a looming decision on whether he violated a gag order.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump has maintained he is not guilty of any of the charges. In New York, he says the stories that were bought and squelched were false.




"There is no case here. This is just a political witch hunt," he said before court in brief comments to reporters.
Jurors heard from David Pecker, the longtime head of the tabloid, who described shelling out hundreds of thousands of dollars to buy up rights to potentially damaging stories for Trump, some in secret moves meant to avoid scrutiny from colleagues.

    


Trump watched intently as his friend spoke from the witness stand.
Pecker explained how he and his publication parlayed rumor-mongering into splashy stories that smeared Trump's opponents and, just as crucially, leveraged his connections to suppress seamy stories about Trump, including a porn actor's claim of an extramarital sexual encounter years earlier.
His testimony was a critical building block for the prosecution's theory that the partnership was a way to illegally influence the election. Prosecutors are seeking to elevate the gravity of the history-making first trial of a former American president and the first of four criminal cases against Trump to reach a jury.
As Pecker testified in a calm, cooperative tone about risque tales and secret dealings, the atmosphere in the utilitarian 1940s courtroom was one of quiet attentiveness. Court officers warned audience members not to talk or make any noise.
He also testified that he put his foot down on additional payments after the magazine was $180,000 in the hole for Trump-related transactions. The publication bought up a sordid tale from a New York City doorman and purchased accusations of an extramarital affair with a former Playboy model in order to prevent the claims from getting out elsewhere.

    


The breaking point for Pecker came with Stormy Daniels, the porn actor who was eventually paid by Cohen to keep quiet over her claim of a 2006 sexual encounter with Trump. The ex-president denies it happened.
Pecker recalled to the jury that he was dining with his wife, the night after the public learned of the infamous 2005 "Access Hollywood" tape in which Trump discussed grabbing women sexually without asking permission, when then-editor Dylan Howard called with an urgent matter. 
Howard said he heard from Daniels' representatives that she was trying to sell her story and that the tabloid could acquire it for $120,000 if it decided right away, Pecker told jurors.
Pecker was tapped out and later told Cohen so. 

    


"I am not paying for this story. I didn't want to be involved in this from the beginning," he said he told Cohen.
At the same time, Pecker advised that someone -- just not him -- should do something to prevent the story from going public. "I said to Michael, 'My suggestion to you is that you should buy the story and you should take it off the market because if you don't and it gets out, I believe the boss will be very angry with you.'"
The 12-person panel watched attentively, with some appearing to take notes. Pecker also recalled receiving a telephone call from Trump during the tabloid's pursuit of former Playboy model Karen McDougal's claims of an extramarital affair with Trump.
In other developments, prosecutors also argued Thursday that Trump had again violated a gag order. Merchan was already considering whether to hold Trump in contempt and fine him for what prosecutors say were 10 different violations of the order that barred the GOP leader from making public statements about witnesses, jurors and others connected to the case. Then the prosecution ticked off fresh instances of suspected breaches.

    


Assistant District Attorney Christopher Conroy pointed to additional remarks that Trump made about Cohen, a key prosecution witness when talking to reporters outside the courtroom and in other interviews. He also noted a comment Trump made about the jury being composed of "95 percent Democrats," among other things.
Trump was dismissive about the looming decision. When asked by reporters if he would pay the $1,000 fine for each of 10 posts if he so ordered, he replied, "Oh, I have no idea." He then said, "They've taken my constitutional right away with a gag order."
A conviction by the jury in the hush money probe would not preclude Trump from becoming president again, but because it is a state case, he would not be able to pardon himself if found guilty. The charge is punishable by up to four years in prison -- though it's not clear if the judge would seek to put him behind bars.
In Washington, the Supreme Court is moving faster than usual in taking up the Trump case, though not as quickly as special counsel Jack Smith wanted. The court's pace has raised questions about whether there will be time to hold a trial before the November election, if the justices agree with lower courts that Trump can be prosecuted.
Though entirely separate cases, the proceedings were jumbled together in one big legal and political puzzle that had implications not just for the presumptive Republican presidential nominee but for the American presidency writ large.
In both instances, Trump is trying to get himself out of legal jeopardy as he makes another bid for the White House. But the outcome of the Supreme Court case will have lasting implications for future presidents, because the justices will be answering the never-before-asked question of whether and to what extent does a former president enjoy immunity from prosecution for conduct alleged to involve official acts during his time in office.
___
Long reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Michelle L. Price contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-hush-money-trial-national-enquirer-1dd3c3111febf219bdf1d8627504a3c5
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    [image: A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Activist Stephen Parlato of Boulder, Colo., right, joins other protesters outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Demonstrators protest outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Demonstrators stand outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: The Supreme Court is seen during a protest outside the as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | The Supreme Court is seen during a protest outside the as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        The Latest: Supreme Court arguments conclude in Trump immunity case

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8
A demonstrator stands outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrates stand outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Activist Stephen Parlato of Boulder, Colo., right, joins other protesters outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Demonstrates stand outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Demonstrators protest outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Demonstrators stand outside the Supreme Court as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: The Supreme Court is seen during a protest outside the as the justices prepare to hear arguments over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, on Capitol Hill Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. Supreme Court on Thursday took up Donald Trump's bid to avoid prosecution over his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden.
Trump's lawyers argue that former presidents are entitled to absolute immunity for their official acts. Otherwise, they say, politically motivated prosecutions of former occupants of the Oval Office would become routine and presidents couldn't function as the commander in chief if they had to worry about criminal charges.
Lower courts have rejected those arguments, including a unanimous three-judge panel on an appeals court in Washington. And even if the high court resoundingly follows suit, the timing of its decision may be as important as the outcome. 
That's because Trump, the presumptive 2024 Republican presidential nominee, has been pushing to delay the trial until after the November election, and the later the justices issue their decision, the more likely he is to succeed.

    


The court typically issues its last opinions by the end of June, which is roughly four months before the election.
Currently:
-- What to listen for during Supreme Court arguments on Donald Trump and presidential immunity




-- The Supreme Court will decide whether Trump is immune from federal prosecution. Here's what's next
-- What to know in the Supreme Court case about immunity for former President Trump
-- Trump is in New York for the hush money trial while the Supreme Court hears his immunity case in DC

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court
Here's the latest:
ARGUMENTS CONCLUDE
Arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court have ended after more than 2 1/2 hours in Donald Trump's bid to avoid prosecution over his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss to Joe Biden.
The arguments had been scheduled to last for an hour but ran more than double the allotted time.

    


The case delved deep into the nuances of immunity, and key questions of when the high court might rule remain unclear.
The court usually releases its opinions by the end of June, and the timing of the ruling could be as important as the outcome. 
At least five justices appeared likely to reject the claim of absolute immunity, but some also suggested that former presidents might have some immunity.
If their ruling reflects that and requires lower courts to then sort out whether immunity applies to Trump, it could push the trial past the November election.
'A RULE FOR THE AGES'
The Supreme Court justices are keenly aware their decision on whether former commanders in chief have immunity will have huge implications not just for this case, but also far beyond this prosecution.
During arguments Thursday in Donald Trump's bid to avoid prosecution over his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss, Justice Neil Gorsuch told special counsel team lawyer Michael Dreeben they are "writing a rule for the ages."
Justice Brett Kavanaugh concurred, adding: "This case has huge implications for the presidency, for the future of the presidency, for the future of the country."

    


Dreeben is working hard throughout the arguments to make clear that a prosecution in this case would not open the floodgates to other criminal charges against future ex-presidents.
In response to a question about drone strikes authorized by former President Barack Obama, Dreeben said the U.S. government already analyzed that fact pattern and concluded that there was "no risk of prosecution for that course of activity."
THE HEART (AND THE TIMING) OF THE CASE
As Supreme Court arguments over immunity for Donald Trump stretched near the two-hour mark Thursday, special counsel team attorney Michael Dreeben got to the heart of the government's case.
He ticked through the acts Trump is charged with, including a slate to elevate fake electors in battleground states, that he said were undertaken in Trump's status as a presidential candidate and not a president.
Dreeben did, however, note that Trump's interactions with Justice Department officials in his administration were perhaps protected acts.
The justices appeared highly skeptical of Trump's claims of absolute immunity, but with arguments still underway, the essential question of when they might decide the case remains unclear.

    


The timing of their ruling could be as important as the outcome. At least five justices appeared likely to reject the claim of absolute immunity, but some also suggested that former presidents might have some immunity.
If their ruling reflects that and requires lower courts to then sort out whether immunity applies to Trump, it could push the trial past the November election. The court usually releases opinions by the end of June.
ONE-LEGGED STOOLS, HAM SANDWICHES AND AN ECLIPSE
In oral arguments that have involved a lot of elevated legal jargon, the Supreme Court justices also sneaked in a few fun metaphors Thursday during Donald Trump's bid to avoid prosecution over his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss to Joe Biden.

    


Striking a skeptical note while questioning Trump lawyer D. John Sauer, Chief Justice John Roberts argued that expunging from the indictment acts that are official rather than personal would hobble the case, making it a "one-legged stool."
Later, in conversation with special counsel team lawyer Michael Dreeben, Justice Samuel Alito brought up "the old saw about indicting a ham sandwich." He was referring to the belief that indictments are easy to secure, and that they don't necessarily indicate any likelihood of guilt.
Alito asked Dreeben whether he had come across a lot of cases in which a federal prosecutor wanted to indict a case and the grand jury refused. Dreeben said there are such cases, before Alito cut him off.
"Every once in a while there's an eclipse, too," Alito said, drawing some laughs in the courtroom.
SPECIAL COUNSEL'S TEAM IS UP BEFORE THE COURT
The team under Special Counsel Jack Smith, which wrote that a lack of previous criminal charges "underscores the unprecedented nature" of what Donald Trump is accused of, is up before the Supreme Court in Trump's bid to avoid prosecution over his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden.
Michael Dreeben, a lawyer for the Smith team, said the court has never before recognized absolute immunity for a former president. "Such presidential immunity," he said, "has no foundation in the Constitution."
Justice Clarence Thomas asked Dreeben whether he was saying that there was no immunity even for official acts.
Dreeben said yes and also that impeachment and conviction before the Senate is not a prerequisite for a courtroom prosecution. Dreeben said there are plenty of checks to prevent politically motivated prosecutions.
Thomas said that other presidential acts in the past would have seemed ripe for prosecution and yet none occurred. Dreeben responded that the core distinction is that those other acts were not crimes.
Dreeben said the Smith team was not endorsing a system in which presidents would be exposed to prosecution for mistakes or bad judgments.
GORSUCH POSES FRIENDLY QUESTIONS
Justice Neil Gorsuch posed a line of questions Thursday that appeared friendly to arguments by Trump's lawyers in his bid to avoid prosecution over his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden.
Gorsuch suggested that if presidents fear they could be prosecuted after they leave office, they could begin preemptively pardoning themselves.
"We've never answered whether a president can do that. And happily, it's never been presented to us," he said.
But Justice Amy Coney Barrett took issue with a key argument of the Trump team -- that under the Constitution, former presidents must be impeached and convicted before the Senate before they can be prosecuted in court.
Barrett said no one has ever suggested the justices would need to be impeached and convicted before they could be prosecuted. Trump lawyer D. John Sauer responded that under the Constitution, the sequence is only mandatory as it relates to former presidents.
JUSTICES POSE SCENARIOS AND EXPRESS SKEPTICISM
Some Supreme Court justices posed scenarios or expressed skepticism Thursday as arguments started in Donald Trump's bid to avoid prosecution over his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden.
Conservative Justice Samuel Alito said he considered it "implausible" that a president could legally order Navy SEALs to order the assassination of a political rival. That skepticism matters because the hypothetical is something the Trump team, which includes attorney D. John Sauer, has suggested could theoretically be protected from prosecution.
Conservative Justice Amy Coney Barrett asked Sauer a question that cut to the heart of the case, reading aloud allegations from the indictment and asking him to respond whether Trump's actions in each instance were private or official.
Trump's attorneys concede that immunity does not extend to personal actions but instead protects official acts. Sauer said he believed most of the acts are unquestionably official.
Chief Justice John Roberts, who could be a key swing vote, struck a skeptical note about the idea of expunging from the indictment acts that are official rather than personal, saying such a move would render the case a "one-legged stool."
Liberal Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson said Sauer was asking for a change in the immunity law. She raised Richard Nixon's pardon, asking, "I think that if everybody thought that presidents couldn't be prosecuted, then what was that about?"
Liberal Justice Elena Kagan noted the Founding Fathers did not insert an immunity clause for presidents into the Constitution -- but, she said, "they knew how to." 
THOMAS GETS FIRST QUESTION; SOTOMAYOR SKEPTICAL
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas pressed Donald Trump's lawyer D. John Sauer at the outset of arguments Thursday, asking where the principle of absolute immunity comes from.
The question was the first during arguments at the Supreme Court in Trump's bid to avoid prosecution over his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden.
Sauer fell back quickly on a Supreme Court case that's core to the defense -- a 1982 decision that held that former presidents are immune from civil lawsuits.
A skeptical Justice Sonia Sotomayor pointedly noted to Sauer that the indictment alleges that Trump acted for personal gain.
She said the Founding Fathers had contemplated the idea of immunity for presidents but had explicitly decided against it.
She made clear her opposition to the Trump legal team's position, saying she was having a hard time envisioning immunity for a president who creates and submits false documents, orders the assassination of a political rival, and any number of other criminal acts.
SUPREME COURT ARGUMENTS ARE UNDERWAY
First up on Thursday was D. John Sauer, making Donald Trump's argument that he's immune from criminal prosecution. A former Missouri solicitor general and onetime Supreme Court clerk, Sauer also represented Trump at the appeals court level.
Trump went to those arguments even though he wasn't required to be there, but he won't be in the audience at the Supreme Court today. He's required to be in New York for his hush money trial.
About 30 demonstrators gathered outside the Supreme Court before arguments, some wearing judicial robes with kangaroo masks and others holding signs like "Justice Delayed Is Justice Denied." That's an apparent reference to the the timing of the high court's ultimate decision in the case, which could determine whether a trial can be held before the election in November.
TRUMP TAKES TO SOCIAL MEDIA BEFORE ARGUMENTS
Shortly before arguments were slated to begin, Trump fired off a few posts Thursday on his social media network.
In one, he declared in all caps, "WITHOUT PRESIDENTIAL IMMUNITY, IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR A PRESIDENT TO PROPERLY FUNCTION, PUTTING THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN GREAT AND EVERLASTING DANGER!"
Trump also said that without immunity, a president would just be "ceremonial" and the opposing political party "can extort and blackmail the President by saying that, 'if you don't give us everything we want, we will Indict you for things you did while in Office,' even if everything done was totally Legal and Appropriate."
EXPECT A FULL BENCH ON THE COURT
Of the nine justices hearing the case, three were nominated by Trump -- Amy Coney Barrett, Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh. But it's the presence of a justice confirmed decades before Trump's presidency, Justice Clarence Thomas, that's generated the most controversy.
Thomas's wife, Ginni Thomas, urged the reversal of the 2020 election results and then attended the rally that preceded the Capitol riot. That has prompted calls for the justice to step aside from several court cases involving Trump and Jan. 6.
But Thomas has ignored the calls, taking part in the unanimous court decision that found states cannot kick Trump off the ballot as well as last week's arguments over whether prosecutors can use a particular obstruction charge against Capitol riot defendants.
COURT HAS MULTIPLE PATHS TO DECIDE THE CASE
The justices will probably meet in private a short time after arguments to take a preliminary vote on the outcome. Chief Justice John Roberts would be a prime candidate to take on the opinion for the court, assuming he is in the majority.
They could simply reject Trump's immunity claim outright, permitting the prosecution to move forward and returning the case to U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan to set a trial date.
They could also reverse the lower courts by declaring for the first time that former presidents may not be prosecuted for conduct related to official acts during their time in office. Such a decision would stop the prosecution in its tracks.
There are other options, too, including ruling that former presidents do retain some immunity for their official actions but that, wherever that line is drawn, Trump's actions fall way beyond it.
Yet another possibility is that the court sends the case back to Chutkan with an assignment to decide whether the actions Trump is alleged to have taken to stay in power constitute official acts.
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                    Aid trucks were seen in Rafah in southern Gaza on Wednesday, as Palestinians rushed to receive any humanitarian supplies. Humanitarian supplies were later unloaded by aid workers. Palestinians in Gaza are still struggling to receive basic food, aid and services. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Trucks enter Gaza at the Rafah Crossing bringing much-needed aid supplies

        
        
            Aid trucks were seen in Rafah in southern Gaza on Wednesday, as Palestinians rushed to receive any humanitarian supplies. Humanitarian supplies were later unloaded by aid workers. Palestinians in Gaza are still struggling to receive basic food, aid and services. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Trucks enter Gaza at the Rafah Crossing bringing much-needed aid supplies
Aid trucks were seen in Rafah in southern Gaza on Wednesday, as Palestinians rushed to receive any humanitarian supplies. Humanitarian supplies were later unloaded by aid workers. Palestinians in Gaza are still struggling to receive basic food, aid and services. (AP video/Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Israeli airstrikes and tank shelling kill 9 in Gaza, including 2 children

        
        
            Israeli airstrikes on the southern city of Rafah in the Gaza Strip, and a tank shelling in the central city of Deir al-Balah have killed at least nine Palestinians, including two children, hospital officials said Thursday. (AP video: Abd Al Kareem Hana and Mohammad Jahjouh. Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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Israeli airstrikes on the southern city of Rafah in the Gaza Strip, and a tank shelling in the central city of Deir al-Balah have killed at least nine Palestinians, including two children, hospital officials said Thursday. (AP video: Abd Al Kareem Hana and Mohammad Jahjouh. Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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    [image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Trucks, carrying humanitarian supplies for the Gaza Strip, wait in line on the Egyptian side, at the Kerem Shalom Crossing border as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Trucks, carrying humanitarian supplies for the Gaza Strip, wait in line on the Egyptian side, at the Kerem Shalom Crossing border as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Hezbollah civil defense and Al-Mahdi scout carry the coffins of Mariam Kashakesh, background, and her 10-year-old niece Sarah Kashakesh who were killed on Tuesday by an Israeli airstrike, as they pass in front of a destroyed house during their funeral procession in Hanine village, south Lebanon, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire since a day after the Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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[image: A man stands on a house that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike, in Hanine village, south Lebanon, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire since a day after the Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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A man stands on a house that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike, in Hanine village, south Lebanon, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire since a day after the Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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[image: Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Smoke rises to the sky after an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Smoke rises to the sky after an explosion in the Gaza Strip as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Students cry during the funeral of their classmate who was killed Tuesday by an Israeli strike on a house in the town of Hanin, at the backyard of Hezbollah-run Al-Mahdi school, in Tiri village, south Lebanon, Thursday April 25, 2024. Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire since a day after the Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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Students cry during the funeral of their classmate who was killed Tuesday by an Israeli strike on a house in the town of Hanin, at the backyard of Hezbollah-run Al-Mahdi school, in Tiri village, south Lebanon, Thursday April 25, 2024. Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire since a day after the Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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[image: Students shout slogans and carry the coffin of a 10-year-old girl was killed Tuesday by an Israeli strike on a house in the town of Hanin, during her funeral procession at the backyard of Hezbollah-run Al-Mahdi school, in Tiri village, south Lebanon, Thursday April 25, 2024. Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire since a day after the Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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Students shout slogans and carry the coffin of a 10-year-old girl was killed Tuesday by an Israeli strike on a house in the town of Hanin, during her funeral procession at the backyard of Hezbollah-run Al-Mahdi school, in Tiri village, south Lebanon, Thursday April 25, 2024. Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire since a day after the Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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[image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at the Al Aqsa hospital in Deir al Balah, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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[image: Jews participate in the Cohanim Priestly caste blessing during the holiday of Passover, overlooking the Western Wall, the holiest site where Jews can pray, with the golden Dome of the Rock in the background, in Jerusalem's Old City, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The Cohanim, believed to be descendants of priests who served God in the Jewish Temple before it was destroyed, perform a blessing ceremony of the Jewish people three times a year during the festivals of Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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[image: State troopers on horses push back demonstrators during a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas Wednesday April 24, 2024 in Austin, Texas. Protests Wednesday on the campuses of at least two universities involved clashes with police, while another university shut down its campus for the rest of the week. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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                                        Palestinian hospital officials said Israeli airstrikes on the southern city of Rafah in the Gaza Strip killed at least five people.
More than half of the territory's population of 2.3 million have sought refuge in Rafah, where Israel has conducted near-daily raids as it prepares for an offensive in the city. The Israeli military has massed dozens of tanks and armored vehicles in the area in what appears to be preparations for an invasion of Rafah.
In central Gaza, four people were killed in Israeli tank shelling.
A ship traveling in the Gulf of Aden came under attack Thursday, officials said, the latest assault likely carried out by Yemen's Houthi rebels over the Israel-Hamas war.
Meanwhile, a top Hamas political official told The Associated Press that the Islamic militant group is willing to agree to a truce of five years or more with Israel.

    


The Israel-Hamas war was sparked by the unprecedented Oct. 7 raid into southern Israel in which militants killed around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 hostages. Israel says the militants are still holding around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.




The war has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians, according to local health officials, around two-thirds of them children and women. 
Currently:
-- Ship comes under attack off coast of Yemen as Houthi rebel campaign appears to gain new speed

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- Satellite photos show new port construction in Gaza Strip for US-led aid operation
-- Some campuses call in police to break up pro-Palestinian demonstrations, while others wait it out
-- UN report says 282 million people faced acute hunger in 2023, with the worst famine in Gaza
-- EU military officer says a frigate has destroyed a drone launched from Yemen's Houthi-held areas
-- Hamas official says group would lay down its weapons if a two-state solution is implemented
-- World Central Kitchen workers killed by Israeli strikes in Gaza will be honored at memorial

    


Here is the latest:
ISRAEL MASSES MILITARY VEHICLES ALONG GAZA BORDER
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military has massed dozens of tanks and armored vehicles along its border with the southern Gaza Strip in what appears to be preparations for an invasion of the border city of Rafah.
An Associated Press journalist saw the movement of the vehicles on Thursday near Israel's Kerem Shalom crossing, which is next to Rafah.
Israeli leaders say Rafah is Hamas' last stronghold in Gaza after more than six months of war. Despite widespread international opposition, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to invade the city, located along the Egyptian border, as part of his plan to destroy Hamas in response to the group's Oct. 7 raid into southern Israel.
Some 1.4 million Palestinians, more than half of Gaza's population, have crammed into Rafah, most of whom fled fighting elsewhere in the territory. The international community, including the U.S., fears an Israeli operation will endanger civilians.
Israel says it is preparing a plan to evacuate civilians before carrying out any operation in Rafah.
UK ISSUES NEW SANCTIONS ON IRAN
LONDON - The U.K. on Thursday imposed a new round of sanctions on Iran over its unprecedented attack on Israel on April 13.

    


The sanctions are meant to hold Iran accountable for its attack and to deter further such activity. It's the second set of sanctions the U.K. has imposed since the attack.
British Foreign Secretary David Cameron's office issued a statement saying the sanctions target Iran's drone and missile industries. The new sanctions are on two people and four companies that are involved in Iran's drone production, the statement said. They were announced in coordination with the U.S. and Canada.
The U.K. has also announced a plan to expand trade sanctions by introducing new bans on the export of components used in drone and missile production to Iran.
BIDEN AND OTHERS CALL ON HAMAS TO RELEASE HOSTAGES
WASHINGTON -- U.S. President Joe Biden and other leaders issued a joint statement Thursday calling for Hamas to release hostages held in Gaza, the latest attempt at public pressure to advance negotiations over a potential cease-fire with Israel.
The statement was issued by Biden and the leaders of 17 other countries, all of which have citizens who are missing or were taken hostage during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel by Hamas. The other countries are Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Spain, Thailand, and the United Kingdom.

    


Here is the statement:
"We call for the immediate release of all hostages held by Hamas in Gaza for over 200 days. They include our own citizens. The fate of the hostages and the civilian population in Gaza, who are protected under international law, is of international concern.
"We emphasize that the deal on the table to release the hostages would bring an immediate and prolonged cease-fire in Gaza, that would facilitate a surge of additional necessary humanitarian assistance to be delivered throughout Gaza, and lead to the credible end of hostilities. Gazans would be able to return to their homes and their lands with preparations beforehand to ensure shelter and humanitarian provisions.

    


"We strongly support the ongoing mediation efforts in order to bring our people home. We reiterate our call on Hamas to release the hostages, and let us end this crisis so that collectively we can focus our efforts on bringing peace and stability to the region."
GIRL WHO WAS ORPHANED IN HAMAS ATTACK PLAYS IN OVAL OFFICE
WASHINGTON -- Abigail Edan, the 4-year-old girl who was orphaned and kidnapped by Hamas on Oct. 7, played in the Oval Office during a meeting with President Joe Biden.
The president, before leaving Thursday on a two-day trip to New York, recalled Wednesday's tender visit to reporters, saying "it went really well." He said Abigail did a lot of playing around on the swing set on the White House lawn, as well as in the Oval Office.
Biden said he received a note from her family, recounting that as Abigail was riding home, she said: "You know, I love Joe Biden."
A U.S. official who earlier Thursday described the meeting said Abigail also crawled through a small door at the bottom of the president's desk, a spot that was made famous decades ago in a photo of John F. Kennedy and his son.
The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the private meeting, said Biden met for about an hour with members of Abigail's family who have been taking care of her.
Abigail has joint American and Israeli citizenship. She was held by Hamas for nearly seven weeks before being released. Her visit came as the United States increases pressure on Hamas to accept a deal that would free more hostages and implement a cease-fire in Gaza.
-- Associated Press journalist Christopher Megerian contributed.
PIER FOR US-LED PROJECT TO BRING AID TO GAZA COMES UNDER FIRE
JERUSALEM -- An under-construction pier for a U.S.-led project to bring aid into the Gaza Strip came under fire Wednesday, forcing U.N. officials to take shelter there, Israeli and U.N. officials said.
No militant group immediately claimed responsibility for the assault, which the Israelis described as a mortar shell attack.
Authorities said that no one was wounded.
The attack marks a shaky start to the construction of the pier, a project that the U.S. is spearheading to surge humanitarian aid into Gaza. A Hamas official told The Associated Press on Wednesday that the militant group will resist any foreign military presence involved with the port project.
EU MILITARY OFFICER SAYS FRIGATE DESTROYED DRONE LAUNCHED FROM HOUTHI-HELD AREAS

NICOSIA, Cyprus -- A top European Union military officer said that a frigate that's part of an EU military mission in the Red Sea to protect merchant shipping destroyed a drone launched from an area in Yemen controlled by Houthi rebels on Thursday morning.
Austrian Gen. Robert Brieger, who is chair of the EU's military committee, said that it would be crucial for the bloc to "conserve resources" over the long haul because the threat posed by Houthi attacks "will not disappear" due to its connection to the Israel-Hamas war.
"The task given to the military is simply to protect merchant ships and to show the public that the European Union is not willing to accept a terrorist organization will interrupt the freedom of movement at sea," Brieger said.
Brieger said that he's asking EU members to provide the necessary resources to the EU mission dubbed Aspides -- Greek for "shields."
He said that it's the first time that the EU has launched a naval operation in a hostile environment that's twice the size of the 27-nation bloc, calling it a "litmus test" that the bloc will pass successfully.
US COLLEGES TURN TO POLICE TO QUELL PRO-PALESTINIAN PROTESTS
AUSTIN, Texas -- With graduations looming, student protesters doubled down early Thursday on their discontent over the Israel-Hamas war on campuses across the United States as universities, including ones in California and Texas, have become quick to call in the police to end the demonstrations and make arrests.
While grappling with growing protests from coast to coast, schools have the added pressure of May commencement ceremonies. At Columbia University in New York, students defiantly erected an encampment where many are set to graduate in front of families in just a few weeks.
Columbia continued to negotiate with students after several failed attempts -- and more than 100 arrests -- to clear the encampment, but several universities ousted demonstrators Wednesday, swiftly turning to law enforcement when protests bubbled up on their campuses.
Police peacefully arrested student protesters at the University of Southern California, hours after officers at the University of Texas at Austin aggressively detained dozens in the latest clashes between law enforcement and those protesting the Israel-Hamas war on campuses nationwide.
SHIP COMES UNDER ATTACK IN THE GULF OF ADEN
JERUSALEM -- A ship traveling in the Gulf of Aden has come under attack, the latest assault likely carried out by Yemen's Houthi rebels over Israel's ongoing war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
The attack comes after the U.S. military said early Thursday an allied warship shot down a Houthi missile targeting a vessel the day before near the same area. 
The Houthis claimed that Wednesday assault, which comes after a period of relatively few rebel attacks on shipping in the region over Israel's ongoing war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip. In Thursday's attack, a ship was targeted just over 25 kilometers southwest of Aden. That's according to the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center.
GAZA HEALTH MINISTRY REPORTS 43 DEAD IN THE LAST DAY
BEIRUT -- The Gaza Health Ministry says the bodies of 43 people killed in Israeli strikes have been brought to local hospitals over the past 24 hours. Hospitals also received 64 wounded people.
The ministry's latest report, issued Thursday, brings the overall Palestinian death toll from the Israel-Hamas war to at least 34,305. It says another 77,293 have been wounded.
The Health Ministry doesn't distinguish between fighters and civilians in its tallies, but it has said that women and children make up around two thirds of those killed.
The Israeli military says it has killed some 13,000 militants, without providing evidence. The war began when Hamas attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and dragging some 250 hostages back to Gaza.
ISRAELI STRIKES ON RAFAH KILL AT LEAST 5
RAFAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian hospital officials say Israeli airstrikes on the southern city of Rafah in the Gaza Strip have killed at least five people.
Among those killed in the strikes overnight and into Thursday were two children, identified in hospital records as Sham Najjar, 6, and Jamal Nabahan, 8.
In central Gaza, four people were killed in Israeli tank shelling, and their bodies were brought to a hospital. Family members told The Associated Press they were killed as they tried to move to northern Gaza, where Israel's military is preventing people from returning to their homes.
Israel has carried out near-daily air raids on Rafah, where more than half of Gaza's population of 2.3 million has sought refuge from fighting elsewhere. It has also vowed to expand its ground offensive against the Hamas militant group to the city on the border with Egypt despite calls for restraint, including from the United States.
The Israel-Hamas war was ignited by the Hamas-led attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7, in which some 1,200 people were killed, mostly civilians, and another 250 abducted.
The war has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. The ministry doesn't distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count but has said that around two-thirds of those killed were women and children.
The war has devastated Gaza's two largest cities and left a swath of destruction. Around 80% of the territory's population have fled to other parts of the besieged coastal enclave.
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TikTok has promised to sue over the potential US ban. What's the legal outlook?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Senate passed legislation Tuesday that would force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform under the threat of a ban. Here's what to know.
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    [image: FILE - The TikTok logo is displayed on a mobile phone in front of a computer screen, Oct. 14, 2022, in Boston. TikTok is gearing up for a legal fight against a U.S. law that would force the social media platform to break ties with its China-based parent company or face a ban. A battle in the courts will almost certainly be backed by Chinese authorities as the bitter U.S.-China rivalry threatens the future of a wildly popular way for young Americans to connect online. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Legislation forcing TikTok's parent company to sell the video-sharing platform or face a ban in the U.S. received President Joe Biden's official signoff Wednesday. But the newly minted law could be in for an uphill battle in court.
Critics of the sell-or-be-banned ultimatum argue it violates TikTok users' First Amendment rights. The app's China-based owner, ByteDance, has already promised to sue, calling the measure unconstitutional.
But a court challenge's success is not guaranteed. The law's opponents, which include advocacy organizations like the American Civil Liberties Union, maintain that the government hasn't come close to justifying banning TikTok, while others say national-security claims could still prevail.
For years, lawmakers on both sides of the aisle have expressed concerns that Chinese authorities could force ByteDance to hand over U.S. user data, or influence Americans by suppressing or promoting certain content on TikTok. The U.S. has yet to provide public evidence to support those claims, but political pressures have piled up regardless.

    


If upheld, legal experts also stress that the law could set a precedent carrying wider ramifications for digital media in the U.S.
Here's what you need to know.
IS A TIKTOK BAN UNCONSTITUTIONAL?
That's the central question. TikTok and opponents of the law have argued that a ban would violate First Amendment rights of the social media platform's 170 million U.S. users.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Patrick Toomey, deputy director of the ACLU's National Security Project, said a TikTok ban would "stifle free expression and restrict public access" to a platform that has become central source for information sharing. 
Among key questions will be whether the legislation interferes with the overall content of speech on TikTok, notes Elettra Bietti, an assistant professor of law and computer science at Northeastern University, because content-based restrictions meet a higher level of scrutiny. 

    


ByteDance has yet to officially file a lawsuit, but Bietti said she expects the company's challenge to primarily focus on whether a ban infringes on these wider free-speech rights. Additional litigation involving TikTok's "commercial actors," such as businesses and influencers who make their living on the platform, may also arise, she added.
COULD TIKTOK SUCCESSFULLY PREVENT THE BAN IN COURT?
TikTok is expressing confidence about the prospects of its planned challenge.
"Rest assured, we aren't going anywhere," TikTok CEO Shou Chew said in a video response posted to X Wednesday. "The facts and the Constitution are on our side, and we expect to prevail again."
Toomey also said that he is optimistic about the possibility of TikTok being able to block the measure in court, noting that both users and the company "have extremely strong" First Amendment claims.
"Many of the calls to completely ban TikTok in the U.S. are about scoring political points and rooted in anti-China sentiment," Toomey added. "And to date, these steps to ban TikTok had not been remotely supported by concrete public evidence."
Still, the future of any litigation is hard to predict, especially for this kind of case. And from a legal perspective, it can be difficult to cite political motivations, even if they're well-documented, as grounds to invalidate a law.

    


The battle could also string along for some time, with the potential for appeals that could go all the way to the Supreme Court, which would likely uphold the law due to its current composition, said Gus Hurwitz, a senior fellow at the University of Pennsylvania's Carey Law School.
HOW MIGHT THE GOVERNMENT RESPOND TO THE CHALLENGE?
TikTok's legal challenge won't go on without a fight. The government will probably respond with national-security claims, which were already cited prominently as the legislation made its way through Congress.
Toomey maintains that the government hasn't met the high bar required to prove imminent national-security risks, but some other legal experts note that it's still a strong card to play. 
"One of the unfortunate and really frustrating things about national-security legislation (is that) it tends to be a trump card," Hurwitz said. "Once national-security issues come up, they're going to carry the day either successfully or not."

    


Hurwitz added that he thinks there are legitimate national-security arguments that could be brought up here. National security can be argued because it's a federal measure, he noted. That sets this scenario apart from previously unsuccessful state-level legislation seeking to ban TikTok, such as in Montana.
But national-security arguments are also vulnerable to questioning as to why TikTok is getting specific scrutiny.
"Personally, I believe that what TikTok does isn't that different from other companies that are U.S.-based," Bietti said, pointing to tech giants ranging from Google to Amazon. "The question is, 'Why ban TikTok and not the activities and the surveillance carried out by other companies in the United States?'"

    


IF THE LAW IS UPHELD, COULD THERE BE WIDER RAMIFICATIONS?
Still, legal experts note that there could be repercussions beyond TikTok in the future. 
The measure was passed as part of a larger $95 billion package that provides aid to Ukraine and Israel. The package also includes a provision that makes it illegal for data brokers to sell or rent "personally identifiable sensitive data" to North Korea, China, Russia, Iran or entities in those countries. 
That has encountered some pushback, including from the ACLU, which says the language is written too broadly and could sweep in journalists and others who publish personal information.
"There's real reason to be concerned that the use of this law will not stop with TikTok," Toomey said. "Looking at that point and the bigger picture, banning TikTok or forcing its sale would be a devastating blow to the U.S. government's decades of work promoting an open and secure global internet."
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The summer after Barbenheimer and the strikes, Hollywood charts a new course

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from "Twisters." (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney/Pixar shows, from left, Sadness, voiced by Phyllis Smith, from left, Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, Disgust, voiced by Liza Lapira, Fear, voiced by Tony Hale and Anger, voiced by Lewis Black in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (Disney/Pixar via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sasha Lane, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Kevin Costner in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Joseph Quinn, left, and Lupita Nyong'o in a scene from "A Quiet Place: Day One." (Paramount Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 21 | This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Joseph Quinn, left, and Lupita Nyong'o in a scene from "A Quiet Place: Day One." (Paramount Pictures via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        The summer after Barbenheimer and the strikes, Hollywood charts a new course

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 21 | This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 21
This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from "Twisters." (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sasha Lane, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Kevin Costner in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by A24 shows Justice Smith, left, and Brigette Lundy-Paine in a scene from "I Saw the TV Glow." (A24 via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios shows The Minions in a scene from "Despicable Me 4." (Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, from left, Freya Allan as Nova, and Raka, played by Peter Macon, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Vladisav Lepoev/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Bleecker Street shows Robert De Niro, from left, Bobby Cannavale and William A. Fitzgerald in a scene from "Ezra." (John Baer/Bleecker Street via AP)]
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                                        " Barbenheimer " is a hard act to follow. But as Hollywood enters another summer movie season, armed with fewer superheroes and a landscape vastly altered by the strikes, it's worth remembering the classic William Goldman quote about what works: "Nobody knows anything."
Four decades later, that still may be true. Yet one thing Hollywood has learned in releasing films through the pandemic and the strikes is how to pivot quickly.
The summer of 2023 brought a new enthusiasm for moviegoing, with the fortuitous counterprogramming of "Barbie" and " Oppenheimer," and surprise hits like " Sound of Freedom," helping the season's box office crack $4 billion for the first time since 2019. But before the industry could take a victory lap, there was another crisis looming with the dual Hollywood strikes, which shuttered most productions for months.

    


MOVIES FIND A WAY POST-STRIKE
In the fallout, theaters lost big summer titles like "Mission: Impossible 8," "Captain America: Brave New World" and "Thunderbolts" to 2025. But they gained a gem in Jeff Nichols' "The Bikeriders" (June 21), about a 1960s Midwestern motorcycle club, as studios moved films around on the summer chessboard. "Deadpool & Wolverine," once set to kick off the summer moviegoing season on May 3 like many Marvel movies before it, is now sitting happily on July 26, patiently waiting to dominate the summer charts.




"I do love being right there in the belly of summer," said director Shawn Levy. "That's a juicy moment."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The kickoff weekend instead belongs to an original film about a different kind of superhero. " The Fall Guy," starring Ryan Gosling and Emily Blunt, is part romantic-comedy, part action-comedy, and all love letter to the stunt performers that make movies spectacular. It's an earnest crowd-pleaser that could jumpstart a season that feels, in some ways, like a throwback, with full-throttle spectacles ("Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga," "Twisters"), comedies ("Babes"), IMAX wonder ("The Blue Angels") and even a Kevin Costner Western.

    


Producer Jerry Bruckheimer has seen the highs and lows of summer movies over the decades, with blockbusters including " Top Gun: Maverick " and the "Pirates of the Caribbean" movies.
This season, he has three very different offerings on the calendar, two are fourth installments in popular franchises -- "Beverly Hills Cop" (July 3, Netflix) and "Bad Boys" (June 7, theaters) -- and one was planned for streaming but tested so well that it's getting a theatrical rollout ("Young Woman and the Sea," May 31).
"People just want to be entertained," Bruckheimer said. "It really comes down to us to make the right movies that they want to go see."
THE $4 BILLION GOAL POST
A Hollywood summer lasts 123 days from the first Friday in May through Labor Day Monday in September. Pre-pandemic, $4 billion was a normal summer intake and theaters could count on anywhere between 37 and 42 films to open on over 2,000 screens. The outlier was 2017, which had only 35 movies on over 2,000 screens and topped out at $3.8 billion. It makes last summer's $4 billion haul with 32 wide releases (45% of the $9 billion domestic haul) even more impressive. 

    


This summer should have 32 wide releases as well and over 40 movies opening in 500+ theaters. Notably only two of them are Marvel movies ("Deadpool" and Sony's "Kraven the Hunter") and are the only superhero movies on the calendar until the "Joker" sequel in the fall.
"People are going to see movies, not box office, and it looks like a really solid summer from a moviegoer's perspective," said Paul Dergarabedian, the senior media analyst for Comscore.
REVVING UP FOR ORIGINALS
"The Bikeriders" was one that planned for an awards season rollout, with a turbo boost from stellar reviews out of the Telluride Film Festival hailing star turns for Austin Butler and Jodie Comer. But as they inched closer to its release date it became clear that the strikes were not going to resolve in time for a press tour.
"It was kind of like walking on frozen glass for three months," Nichols said. "I was touring around doing press and trying to build this energy on my own. Let me tell you, it's not the same as Austin Butler."

    


Later in June, after a splashy Cannes debut, Kevin Costner will begin rolling out his two-part Western epic "Horizon: An American Saga," set during the Civil War. And as always there are a slew of Sundance breakouts peppered throughout the summer, from Jane Shoenbrun's "I Saw the TV Glow" and "Didi" to " Thelma " and "Good One."
FARE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Family films often go into hyperdrive in the summer, capitalizing on long days out of school. This year has plenty, like "The Garfield Movie" and "Despicable Me 4," re-releases of Studio Ghibli classics, and streaming options ("Thelma the Unicorn"). But perhaps none has more anticipation behind it than "Inside Out 2" (June 14, theaters), which meets up with Riley as she enters her teenage years as a new group of emotions crash Joy's party, including Anxiety, Envy, Ennui and Embarrassment.

    


"That age gives us everything we need and love for a Pixar film," director Kelsey Mann said. "It's full of drama, it has potential for a lot of heart, and I could also make it really funny."
John Krasinski is also delving into the inner world of children with his ambitious live-action hybrid "IF" (May 17, theaters) about the imaginary friends that get left behind and two humans (Ryan Reynolds and Cailey Fleming) who can still see them.
THE ALLURE OF HORROR
Audiences seeking the adrenaline rush of horrors and thrillers have plenty of choices, including "MaXXXine," the conclusion to Ti West's accidental Mia Goth trilogy ("X" and " Pearl ") that debuts around the fourth of July.
Goth's aspiring actress has made her way to Hollywood where a killer is stalking Hollywood starlets around the time of the home video boom of the 1980s.
"We recreated the sleazy side of Hollywood in a hopefully charming way," West said. "It's definitely a pretty wild night at the movies. A big, rockin', fun movie."
On June 28, audiences can also delve into the beginnings of "A Quiet Place" with a prequel set on "Day One" starring Luptia Nyong'o and "Stranger Things'" Joseph Quinn. Director Michael Sarnoski said they wanted to explore the "scope and promise" of a Quiet Place movie in New York. Later, Fede Alvarez brings his horror acumen to "Alien: Romulus" (Aug. 16), set between the first two.
M. Night Shyamalan is back as well with a thriller set at a pop concert ("Trap," Aug. 9) and his daughter, Ishana Night Shyamalan, makes her directorial debut with the spooky, Ireland-set "The Watchers" (June 7) with Dakota Fanning.
"It's very suspenseful and unexpected," Ishana said. "And it's very much built for the experience of being in a theater."
THE STARS ARE STREAMING
Much to the chagrin of theater owners, big summer movies have also existed off the big screen for years now. And the streamers have movie stars and spectacle with the festival favorite "Hit Man," the Anne Hathaway romance "The Idea of You," Jerry Seinfeld's starry pop-tart movie "Unfrosted" and a Mark Wahlberg/Halle Berry action comedy "The Union."
They have franchises too: "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F" (July 3) was a movie that was in and out of development since the mid-1990s, but got new life when Paramount licensed the rights to Netflix.
"We raised our hand to make sure we got the franchise right and kept the integrity and fun of the original," Bruckheimer said.
This installment adds an emotional component in which Eddie Murphy's Axel Foley reunites with his estranged daughter (Taylour Paige). It also sees the return of Judge Reinhold, John Ashton, Paul Reiser and Bronson Pinchot and adds Kevin Bacon and Joseph Gordon-Levitt.
On Aug. 9, Apple TV+ will also have "The Instigators," a new action-comedy starring Matt Damon and Casey Affleck as normal guys attempting a heist. "Midnight Run" was one of their touchstones.
"The script was so funny and I wanted to really embrace that," Doug Liman, who directed, said.
BUT ALSO, NOBODY KNOWS ANYTHING
Remember, anything can happen with summer movies.
We can pretend we knew that "Barbie" would be the biggest movie of the year, but would anyone have bet that an R-rated drama about the father of the atomic bomb would have made almost three times as much as Harrison Ford's last ride as Indiana Jones? Or that a $14 million crowdfunded movie from a new studio about child trafficking with next to zero promotion would earn over $250 million?
"Nobody knows anything is right," said "The Instigators" producer Kevin Walsh. "The movie business is so unpredictable. You never know what's going to work and what isn't. But you have your taste. And following your taste and your instincts in this business is paramount."
___
For interviews, reviews and more coverage of recent film releases, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/movies
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US growth slowed sharply last quarter to 1.6% pace, reflecting an economy pressured by high rates

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Articulated robots move inside the Hanwha Qcells Solar plant, Oct. 16, 2023, in Dalton, Ga. On Thursday, April 25, 2024, the U.S. government issues the first of three estimates of economic growth in the first quarter. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The nation's economy slowed sharply last quarter to a 1.6% annual pace in the face of high interest rates, but consumers -- the main driver of economic growth -- kept spending at a solid pace.
Thursday's report from the Commerce Department said the gross domestic product -- the economy's total output of goods and services -- decelerated in the January-March quarter from its brisk 3.4% growth rate in the final three months of 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

A surge in imports, which are subtracted from GDP, reduced first-quarter growth by nearly 1 percentage point. Growth was also held back by businesses reducing their inventories. Both those categories tend to fluctuate sharply from quarter to quarter.
By contrast, the core components of the economy still appear sturdy. Along with households, businesses helped drive the economy last quarter with a strong pace of investment.

    


The import and inventory numbers can be volatile, so "there is still a lot of positive underlying momentum,'' said Paul Ashworth, chief North America economist at Capital Economics. 
The economy, though, is still creating price pressures, a continuing source of concern for the Federal Reserve. A measure of inflation in Friday's report accelerated to a 3.4% annual rate from January through March, up from 1.8% in the last three months of 2023 and the biggest increase in a year. Excluding volatile food and energy prices, so-called core inflation rose at a 3.7% rate, up from 2% in fourth-quarter 2023.




From January through March, consumer spending rose at a 2.5% annual rate, a solid pace though down from a rate of more than 3% in each of the previous two quarters. Americans' spending on services -- everything from movie tickets and restaurant meals to airline fares and doctors' visits -- rose 4%, the fastest such pace since mid-2021. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But they cut back spending on goods such as appliances and furniture. Spending on that category fell 0.1%, the first such drop since the summer of 2022.

    


Gregory Daco, chief economist at the tax and consulting firm EY, noted that the underlying economy looks solid, though it's slowing from last year's unexpectedly fast pace. The rise in imports that accounted for much of the drop in first-quarter growth, he noted, is "a sign of solid demand" by American consumers for foreign goods. 
Still, Daco said that the economy's "momentum is cooling."
"It's unlikely to be a major retrenchment," he said, "but we are likely to see cooler economic momentum as a result of consumers exercising more scrutiny with their outlays.''

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The state of the U.S. economy has seized Americans' attention as the election season has intensified. Although inflation has slowed sharply from a peak of 9.1% in 2022, prices remain well above their pre-pandemic levels.
Republican critics of President Joe Biden have sought to pin responsibility for high prices on Biden and use it as a cudgel to derail his re-election bid. And polls show that despite the healthy job market, a near-record-high stock market and the sharp pullback in inflation, many Americans blame Biden for high prices.

    


Last quarter's GDP snapped a streak of six straight quarters of at least 2% annual growth. The 1.6% rate of expansion was also the slowest since the economy actually shrank in the first and second quarters of 2022.
The economy's gradual slowdown reflects, in large part, the much higher borrowing rates for home and auto loans, credit cards and many business loans that have resulted from the 11 interest rate hikes the Fed imposed in its drive to tame inflation.
Even so, the United States has continued to outpace the rest of the world's advanced economies. The International Monetary Fund has projected that the world's largest economy will grow 2.7% for all of 2024, up from 2.5% last year and more than double the growth the IMF expects this year for Germany, France, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and Canada.
Businesses have been pouring money into factories, warehouses and other buildings, encouraged by federal incentives to manufacture computer chips and green technology in the United States. On the other hand, their spending on equipment has been weak. And as imports outpace exports, international trade is also thought to have been a drag on the economy's first-quarter growth.

    


Kristalina Georgieva, the IMF's managing director, cautioned last week that the "flipside'' of strong U.S. economic growth was that it was "taking longer than expected" for inflation to reach the Fed's 2% target, although price pressures have sharply slowed from their mid-2022 peak.
Inflation flared up in the spring of 2021 as the economy rebounded with unexpected speed from the COVID-19 recession, causing severe supply shortages. Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 made things significantly worse by inflating prices for the energy and grains the world depends on. 

    


The Fed responded by aggressively raising its benchmark rate between March 2022 and July 2023. Despite widespread predictions of a recession, the economy has proved unexpectedly durable. Hiring so far this year is even stronger than it was in 2023. And unemployment has remained below 4% for 26 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s.
Inflation, the main source of Americans' discontent about the economy, has slowed from 9.1% in June 2022 to 3.5%. But progress has stalled lately.
Though the Fed's policymakers signaled last month that they expect to cut rates three times this year, they have lately signaled that they're in no hurry to reduce rates in the face of continued inflationary pressure. Now, a majority of Wall Street traders don't expect them to start until the Fed's September meeting, according to the CME FedWatch tool. 
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What to listen for during Supreme Court arguments on Donald Trump and presidential immunity

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Lawyers will cite a civil case involving President Richard Nixon during US Supreme Court arguments about whether former President Donald Trump is immune from prosecution for actions taken while in office.
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    [image: FILE - President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a rally in Washington, on Jan. 6, 2021. The Supreme Court will hear arguments over whether Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a rally in Washington, on Jan. 6, 2021. The Supreme Court will hear arguments over whether Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
FILE - President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a rally in Washington, on Jan. 6, 2021. The Supreme Court will hear arguments over whether Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - The Supreme Court of the United States is seen in Washington, March 26, 2024. The Supreme Court is hearing arguments this week with profound legal and political consequences: whether former President Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a federal case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 election. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]
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[image: FILE - Members of the Supreme Court sit for a new group portrait following the addition of Associate Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, at the Supreme Court building in Washington, on Oct. 7, 2022. Bottom row, from left, Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor, Associate Justice Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts, Associate Justice Samuel Alito, and Associate Justice Elena Kagan. Top row, from left, Associate Justice Amy Coney Barrett, Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch, Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh, and Associate Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. The core issue being debated before the Supreme Court on April 25, 2024, boils down to this: Whether a former president is immune from prosecution for actions taken while in office -- and, if so, what is the extent of the immunity? (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court hears arguments Thursday over whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in a case charging him with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election.
It's a historic day for the court, with the justices having an opportunity to decide once and for all whether former presidents can be prosecuted for official acts they take while in the White House.
But between a decades-old court case about Richard Nixon, and an obscure constitutional provision about presidential impeachments, there are likely to be some unfamiliar concepts and terms thrown about.

    
    Here's what to know: 

	Who is D. John Sauer?: Trump's lawyer arguing the immunity case was formerly a law clerk to Justice Atonin Scalia. 
	When will the court rule?: That's unclear. If the court hands down its decision in late June, which would be the typical timeframe, there might not be enough time to start Trump's Jan. 6 trial before the election.
	Trump hush money trial: A ruling in Trump's favor should have no bearing on his hush-money trial now underway, in part because that state-level case involves actions Trump took before he became president.



    


Here are some tips to help follow everything:
WHEN DOES THE SESSION START?
The court marshal will bang the gavel at 10 a.m. EDT and Chief Justice John Roberts will announce the start of arguments in Donald J. Trump vs. United States of America, as the case is called. 





    


The session easily could last two hours or more.
WHERE DO I FIND THE LIVESTREAM?
There are no cameras in the courtroom, but since the pandemic the court has livestreamed its argument sessions. Listen live on apnews.com/live/trump-supreme-court-arguments-updates or the court's website at supremecourt.gov. C-SPAN also will carry the arguments at c-span.org.
IMPEACHMENT CLAUSE
Expect to hear talk about the impeachment process and the relationship, if any, to criminal prosecution.
Central to Trump's immunity argument is the claim that only a former president who was impeached and convicted by the Senate can be criminally prosecuted. Trump was impeached over his efforts to undo the election in the run-up to the violent riot at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. But he was acquitted, not convicted, by the Senate in 2021.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump's lawyers cite as backup for their argument a provision of the Constitution known as the Impeachment Judgment Clause that says an officeholder convicted by the Senate shall nevertheless be "liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment" in court.

    


Prosecutors say the Trump team is misreading the clause and that conviction in the Senate is not a prerequisite for a courtroom prosecution.
WAIT, WHAT'S THIS ABOUT RICHARD NIXON?
There's going to be plentiful discussion about Nixon but not necessarily for the reasons one might think.
Trump's team has repeatedly drawn attention to a 1982 case, Nixon v. Fitzgerald, in which the Supreme Court held that a former president cannot be sued in civil cases for their actions while in office. The case concerned the firing of an Air Force analyst, A. Ernest Fitzgerald, who testified before Congress about cost overruns in the production of a transport plane.
Fitzgerald's lawsuit against Nixon, president at the time of the 1970 termination, was unsuccessful, with Justice Lewis Powell writing for the court that presidents are entitled to absolute immunity from civil lawsuits for acts that fall within the "outer perimeter" of their official duties.
Importantly, that decision did not shield presidents from criminal liability, though Trump's team says the same analysis should apply.
Special counsel Jack Smith's team is also likely to bring up a separate Supreme Court decision involving Nixon that they say bolsters their case -- a 1974 opinion that forced the president to turn over incriminating White House tapes for use in the prosecutions of his top aides. 

    


Prosecutors have also noted that Nixon accepted rather than declined a subsequent pardon from President Gerald Ford -- a recognition by the men, they say, "that a former President was subject to prosecution." 
DRONE STRIKES AND SEAL TEAM SIX
The justices are known to love presenting hypothetical scenarios to lawyers as a way of testing the outer limits of their arguments. Expect that practice to be on full display Thursday as the court assesses whether former presidents are entitled to absolute immunity.
Already, Trump's lawyers have warned that if the prosecution is permitted to go forward, it would open the floodgates to criminal charges against other presidents, such as for authorizing a drone strike that kills a U.S. citizen or for giving false information to Congress that leads the country into war.
In a memorable moment during arguments in January before a federal appeals court, a judge asked a Trump lawyer whether a president who ordered a Navy SEAL to assassinate a political rival could be prosecuted.

    


Look for Smith's team to try to draw a sharp distinction between acts that it says are quintessential exercises of presidential power -- such as ordering a drone strike during war -- to the acts that Trump is accused of in this case, such as participating in a scheme to organize fake electors in battleground states. Those acts, prosecutors say, are personal acts and not presidential ones.
___
Associated Press writer Mark Sherman contributed to this report.
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Australia and New Zealand honor their war dead with dawn services on Anzac Day

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dawn services held in Australia, NZ and Papua New Guinea to mark Anzac Day
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    [image: Veterans march during a Anzac Day parade at Hobsonville near Auckland, New Zealand, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Dean Purcell/NZ Herald via AP)]
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[image: Surf boats perform during the Anzac Day dawn service at Elephant Rock in Currumbin on the Gold Coast, Australia, Thursday April 25, 2024. (Jono Searle/AAP Image/via AP)]
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[image: Military cadets react during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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Military cadets react during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: A veteran is helped as he marches during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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[image: Crowds gather for the Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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[image: A veteran waves to the crowd during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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[image: Crowds gather for the Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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[image: A military cadet watches events during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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A military cadet watches events during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: Soldiers salute after laying a wreath during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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Soldiers salute after laying a wreath during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: A veteran reacts during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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A veteran reacts during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: Soldiers salute during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 24 | Soldiers salute during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 24
Soldiers salute during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: Australian naval personnel stand near a cenotaph during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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[image: Crowds gather during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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[image: A young girl reacts during an Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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[image: Crowds attend the Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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Crowds attend the Anzac Day dawn service at Coogee Beach in Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: Veterans wait to march in the Anzac Day parade in the central business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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Veterans wait to march in the Anzac Day parade in the central business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: Crowds react as they watch the Anzac Day parade in the central business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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[image: A young girl marches during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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A young girl marches during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: A member of the crowd films the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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A member of the crowd films the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: Navy personnel march during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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Navy personnel march during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: A girl holds a photo as she marches during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]
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A girl holds a photo as she marches during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: A young girl holds a photo as she marches during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 24 | A young girl holds a photo as she marches during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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A young girl holds a photo as she marches during the Anzac Day parade in central the business district of Sydney, Australia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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[image: An Anzac Day dawn service is held at the Auckland War Memorial Museum in Auckland, New Zealand, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Hayden Woodward /NZ Herald via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 24 | An Anzac Day dawn service is held at the Auckland War Memorial Museum in Auckland, New Zealand, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Hayden Woodward /NZ Herald via AP)
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An Anzac Day dawn service is held at the Auckland War Memorial Museum in Auckland, New Zealand, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Hayden Woodward /NZ Herald via AP)
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[image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, right, lays a wreath at the Anzac Day dawn service at the Auckland War Memorial Museum in Auckland, New Zealand, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Hayden Woodward /NZ Herald via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 24 | New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, right, lays a wreath at the Anzac Day dawn service at the Auckland War Memorial Museum in Auckland, New Zealand, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Hayden Woodward /NZ Herald via AP)
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New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, right, lays a wreath at the Anzac Day dawn service at the Auckland War Memorial Museum in Auckland, New Zealand, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Hayden Woodward /NZ Herald via AP)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Hundreds of thousands of people gathered across Australia and New Zealand for dawn services and street marches Thursday to commemorate their war dead on Anzac Day.
New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon attended a dawn service in his country's largest city, Auckland, while Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese saw the sun rise at a World War II memorial in the wilds of Australia's nearest neighbor, Papua New Guinea.
April 25 is the date in 1915 when the Australia and New Zealand Army Corps landed on the beaches of Gallipoli, in northwest Turkey, in an ill-fated campaign that was the soldiers' first combat of World War I.
Albanese trekked to the memorial in the town of Isurava over two days with Papua New Guinea Prime Minister James Marape. Isurava was the site of a major battle where United States and Australian troops fought the Japanese in August 1942.

    


"Those who enlisted for the Second World War grew up in an Australia scarred by the memory of the first," Nine Network reported Albanese telling the gathering.
"Anzac Day has never asked us to exalt in the glories of war. Anzac Day asks us to stand against the erosion of time and to hold on to their names," Albanese added.




Marape called for "peace to prevail in all circumstances."
Albanese has used his trip to underscore enduring security ties between the two countries that deepened in December, when he and Marape signed a wide-ranging security agreement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The signing was delayed by six months after a security pact between Papua New Guinea and the United States sparked riots in the South Pacific nation over concerns that the country's sovereignty was being undermined.
Marape said in December that his government's security agreements with the U.S. and Australia did not mean he was siding with those allies in their strategic competition with China.

    


Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Papua New Guinea over the weekend to discuss with Marape building closer relations.
In New Zealand, Luxon told the crowd that the country had its military personnel to thank for their freedom and democracy.
"It's a sacred day for all New Zealanders. It's a chance for us all to stop, to reflect, to remember, to commemorate great Kiwi service men and women in the past and present who have gone to stand up for our values," the Stuff news website reported Luxon saying.
A late morning commemorative service planned for the New Zealand capital of Wellington was canceled due to strong winds.
The government said the decision to cancel the event planned at Pukeahu National War Memorial Park was made for the health and safety of veterans, visitors and guests, The New Zealand Herald reported. A smaller event was held indoors.
Australian police assured the public Thursday that there was no extremist threat to Anzac Day services and marches in Sydney, after seven teenagers accused of following a violent extremist ideology were arrested in police raids across southwest Sydney on Wednesday.
Extremists have plotted mass-casualty attacks on past Anzac Days, but police have intervened before plans were executed.

    


Sydney residents turned out in large numbers for Thursday's events.
Later, Australian Deputy Prime Minister Richard Marles and New Zealand counterpart Winston Peters represented their governments at a dawn service at Gallipoli's Anzac Cove in Turkey, where hundreds had camped overnight.
"From the distant Pacific Ocean we arrive with humility. Upon your land, our footprints are joined forever. The fallen warriors of our people and your people rest together within your ancestral soil," Peters told the gathering.
"We meet here to commemorate the ground around us as the final resting place of far too many of our young men: Turkish, British, Australian and New Zealand men," Peters said.
Roger Kerr, from New Zealand, told the state-run news agency Anadolu that there was a bond with Turkey. "Even though they fought each other, both sides were respectful. I think this continues 100 years later," he said.
-----
Associated Press writer Andrew Wilks in Istanbul contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/anzac-australia-zealand-turkey-papua-isurava-3fae64c0826340f401ceec853fdc9ab9
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    [image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 13 | U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, talks with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken talks with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining talks with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining talks with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, shakes hans with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining as they meet at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, and U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns, far right, arrive at the Grand Halls to meet with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining on Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, talks with U.S. tourists as he walks in a waterfront area called The Bund, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns, third left, and Scott Walker, left, Consul General at the U.S Consulate General in Shanghai, visit a waterfront area called The Bund, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken talks to students at NYU Shanghai, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, with NYU Shanghai Vice Chancellor Jeffrey Lehman, back right, talks to students at NYU Shanghai, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 13 | U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, with NYU Shanghai Vice Chancellor Jeffrey Lehman, back right, talks to students at NYU Shanghai, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Blinken raises Chinese trade practices in meetings with officials in the financial hub of Shanghai

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, talks with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken talks with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining talks with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, shakes hans with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining as they meet at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, watches U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns, left, shake hands with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the Grand Halls, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, and U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns, far right, arrive at the Grand Halls to meet with Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining on Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken talks with U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns, center, with U.S. Consulate General in Shanghai Scott Walker, right, while attending a basketball game between the Shanghai Sharks and the Zhejiang Golden Bulls at the Shanghai Indoor Stadium, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, talks with U.S. tourists as he walks in a waterfront area called The Bund, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns, third left, and Scott Walker, left, Consul General at the U.S Consulate General in Shanghai, visit a waterfront area called The Bund, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 13 | U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns, third left, and Scott Walker, left, Consul General at the U.S Consulate General in Shanghai, visit a waterfront area called The Bund, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second left, U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns, third left, and Scott Walker, left, Consul General at the U.S Consulate General in Shanghai, visit a waterfront area called The Bund, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken talks to students at NYU Shanghai, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 13 | U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken talks to students at NYU Shanghai, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 13
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[image: U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, with NYU Shanghai Vice Chancellor Jeffrey Lehman, back right, talks to students at NYU Shanghai, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Shanghai, China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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                                        SHANGHAI (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken raised what the U.S. describes as unfair Chinese trade practices during his first full day of meetings in China on Thursday with local government officials in the financial hub of Shanghai.
Blinken met with the city's top official, Communist Party Secretary Chen Jining, and "raised concerns about (Chinese) trade policies and non-market economic practices," the State Department said in a statement. 
It said he stressed that the United States seeks healthy economic competition with China and "a level playing field for U.S. workers and firms operating in China."
"The two sides reaffirmed the importance of ties between the people of the United States and (China), including the expansion of exchanges between students, scholars, and business," it said. 
China's multibillion-dollar trade surplus with the U.S. along with accusations of intellectual property theft and other practices seen as discriminating against U.S. businesses in China have long been a source of friction in relations.

    


China, for its part, has objected strongly to U.S. accusations of human rights abuses and Washington's support for Taiwan, the self-governing island that Beijing considers its own territory and warns could be annexed by force. 




Asked about Blinken's comments, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said China has "always conducted economic and trade cooperation in accordance with market principles, firmly supported the multilateral trading system, and fully complied with the rules of the World Trade Organization." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We hope the U.S. will also earnestly respect the principle of fair competition, abide by the WTO rules, and work with China to create favorable conditions for the sound and stable development of China-U.S. economic and trade relations," Wang told reporters at a daily briefing. 
Blinken also spoke with students and business leaders before flying to Beijing for what are expected to be contentious talks with national officials, including Foreign Minister Wang Yi and possibly President Xi Jinping.

    


Blinken arrived in Shanghai on Wednesday shortly before U.S. President Joe Biden signed a $95 billion foreign aid package that has several elements likely to anger Beijing, including $8 billion to counter China's growing aggressiveness toward Taiwan and in the South China Sea. It also seeks to force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform.
China has railed against U.S. assistance to Taiwan and immediately condemned the aid as a dangerous provocation. It also strongly opposes efforts to force TikTok's sale.
Still, the fact that Blinken made the trip -- shortly after a conversation between Biden and Xi, a visit to China by Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and a call between the U.S. and Chinese defense chiefs -- is a sign the two sides are at least willing to discuss their differences.
"I think it's important to underscore the value -- in fact, the necessity -- of direct engagement, of speaking to each other, laying out our differences, which are real, seeking to work through them," Blinken told Chen, according to the State Department statement.

    


"We have an obligation for our people, indeed an obligation to the world, to manage the relationship between our two countries responsibly," he said. "That is the obligation we have, and one that we take very seriously."
Chen agreed with that sentiment and said the recent Biden-Xi call had helped the "stable and healthy development of our two countries' relationship."
"Whether we choose cooperation or confrontation affects the well-being of both peoples, both countries, and the future of humanity," he said.
Chen added that he hoped Blinken was able to get a "deep impression and understanding" of Shanghai, a city of skyscrapers, ports and more than 25 million people that is a magnet for commercially ambitious young people from China and abroad. 
Most recently, the U.S. has raised concerns that potential overcapacity in Chinese industries -- such as electric vehicles, steel and solar panels -- might crowd out U.S. and other foreign manufacturers.

    


Shortly after arriving, Blinken attended a Chinese basketball playoff game between the local Shanghai Sharks and the Zhejiang Golden Bulls, with the home team losing in the last seconds in a 121-120 nailbiter.
With the U.S. presidential race heating up, it's unclear what ramifications a victory for either Biden or former President Donald Trump might have for relations. But Trump could deepen a trade war he started during his first term. His tough rhetoric on China and isolationist approach to foreign policy could ramp up uncertainties.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-china-taiwan-ukraine-tiktok-blinken-397a23494cc818a3205ceebb4bb78e4b
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                                        Columbia University president Minouche Shafik is no stranger to navigating complex international issues, having worked at some of the world's most prominent global financial institutions. 
At the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, for example, she tackled both the European debt crisis and the Arab Spring. 
It remains to be seen, however, if her experience with world conflicts has sufficiently equipped her to navigate the thorny challenges she faces amid ongoing student protests over the Israel-Hamas war.
"The reason you protest is to call attention to an issue," said Ted Mitchell, president of the American Council on Education. "And you do that by challenging the normal order of things. It's not a problem to be solved, but a tension to be managed."
The task before her -- to balance the demands of students, faculty and politicians -- is also a reflection of just how complex governing universities has become in this day and age, when college footprints have grown ever larger, observers say. And it echoes the experience of a growing number of university leaders who, like Shafik, come from nonacademic backgrounds. 

    


Thus far, it seems no one is happy with Shafik's responses to the protests that began last week at Columbia.




Her decision to ask New York City police to intervene, resulting in the arrests of more than 100 protesters, only served to motivate the demonstrators, who quickly regrouped -- and to inspire other students at campuses around the country. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shafik initially appeared to have weathered the grilling by Republican lawmakers who have expressed growing concern about antisemitism on college campuses. She struck a more conciliatory tone before the House Education and Workforce Committee than the presidents of Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania, who were forced to step down after they were widely criticized for emphasizing free speech protections during their appearances before the same panel.

    


But Columbia's chapter of the American Association of University Professors responded angrily to her congressional testimony, accusing her of capitulating to demands from lawmakers who they said made "slanderous assaults" on faculty and students. The AAUP submitted a motion of censure against Shafik. While it does not call for her resignation and is largely symbolic, it reflects the intensity of anger on campus toward her actions.
And now lawmakers are piling on again. 
Republicans in New York's delegation to the U.S. House on Monday wrote a letter urging Shafik to resign, saying she had failed to provide a safe learning environment in recent days as "anarchy has engulfed the campus." During a visit to Columbia on Wednesday, Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson called for Shafik to resign "if she cannot bring order to this chaos." 
In a written statement to Congress preceding her in-person testimony, Shafik described a childhood in Egypt and then in the Southeast as schools were desegregating, saying those experiences gave her the skills necessary "to engage with and learn from people with a wide array of backgrounds and experience overcoming discrimination firsthand."

    


But that may not be enough; Shafik's position at Columbia also appears to require a fair amount of political finesse.
It's not only that she must try to balance principles of free speech and academic freedom with creating a safe environment on campus. Like other college presidents these days, she also is charged with balancing the pillars of shared governance between the faculty, the board and the administration, said Katherine Cho, assistant professor of higher education at Loyola University Chicago.
"Oftentimes, all three groups have different ideas of what the college is and how well the president is doing their job ... and the president might have a different definition of how they think that they're successful," Cho said.
When she arrived at Columbia last year, Shafik was the first woman to take on the role of president and one of several women newly appointed to take the reins at Ivy League institutions. 

    


Her experience in finance, rather than academia, puts her in line with more and more university leaders who come from nonfaculty backgrounds.
After obtaining her master's degree at the London School of Economics, she went on to earn a doctorate at Oxford University. She rose through the ranks at the World Bank, eventually becoming the bank's youngest-ever vice president.
Shafik also worked at the United Kingdom's Department for International Development, followed by stints at the International Monetary Fund and the Bank of England, before taking over the leadership of the London School of Economics. 
At the time of Shafik's appointment, Columbia Board of Trustees chair Jonathan Lavine described her as a leader who deeply understood "the academy and the world beyond it." 

    


"What set Minouche apart as a candidate," Lavine said in a statement, "is her unshakable confidence in the vital role institutions of higher education can and must play in solving the world's most complex problems."
Shafik also framed her international experience as foundational to her leadership of Columbia in her testimony to lawmakers. 
"These experiences have shown me that education is the single most powerful tool to make our communities and our world better," she said in her written statement. "And, amid these challenging times, I believe it is important for the Columbia community to realize the powerful impact of our core educational mission." 
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        Action in courts and state capitals around the U.S. this week have made it clear again: The overturning of Roe v. Wade and the nationwide right to abortion did not settle the issue.
One iteration of the issue was back before the U.S. Supreme Court on Wednesday for the second time in a month.
Meanwhile, Arizona lawmakers took a step toward repealing a near-total ban before enforcement can begin; California's governor pitched providing an outlet to abortion providers and patients from neighboring Arizona if that ban takes take effect; and Tennessee moved closer to criminalizing helping a minor go out of state for an abortion without parental consent. 
Here's what to know about the latest developments.
ARIZONA LAWMAKERS ADVANCE REPEAL OF ABORTION BAN
Three Republican lawmakers joined Democrats in the Arizona House to advance a bill repealing an abortion ban that was first put on the books in 1864, decades before Arizona became a state.

    


Democrats, including Gov. Katie Hobbs, had been pushing for a repeal since the Arizona Supreme Court ruling earlier this month that found the ban can be enforced since Roe v. Wade's overturning. Republicans had used procedural moves to block a vote on a repeal, which appears to have enough support to pass the state Senate.




The state's attorney general, also a Democrat, said enforcement won't begin until at least June 8.
There's been pressure on Arizona lawmakers to repeal from the state's governor, President Joe Biden, and the governor of neighboring state California. Gov. Gavin Newsom on Wednesday announced a measure that would allow doctors from Arizona to provide abortions for Arizona patients in California.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Under the proposed California legislation, Arizona providers could work in California without additional licenses though November.
Fourteen other states are already enforcing bans on abortion in all stages of pregnancy. But California has not proposed this kind of help for any of them, possibly because none shares a border with it.

    


At least one ballot measure on abortion could be before Arizona voters in November in the political battleground state.
ABORTION GOES BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT, AGAIN
The conservative majority of the U.S. Supreme Court, which overturned Roe v. Wade less than two years ago, seemed skeptical about the Biden administration's contention in arguments Wednesday that Idaho should be forced to allow abortion during medical emergencies.
The administration argued that a federal law that requires care hospitals that accept Medicaid provide emergency care even when patients cannot pay means that hospitals must also provide abortions in emergency situations when a patient's health is at serious risk.
Idaho's exceptions are narrower than that, allowing abortion only when the woman's life is at risk.
It was the second time in a month that abortion was before the high court. It's also considering whether to roll back the U.S. Food and Drug Administration's approvals for a drug that's often used in combination with a second drug for medication abortions -- which are now the most common method of abortion in the U.S.

    


Rulings on both cases are expected by June.
TENNESSEE POISED TO BAN TAKING MINORS ELSEWHERE FOR ABORTION 
With a state Senate vote Wednesday, Tennessee became the second state to give full legislative passage to a measure banning taking a minor out of the state without parental consent to obtain an abortion.
If Gov. Bill Lee, a Republican, signs it into law, it would impact only the part of the journey in Tennessee -- not the actual crossing of a state line.
Abortion is banned in all stages of pregnancy in Tennessee and five of the eight states it borders.
Idaho passed a similar law last year, but a court has put enforcement on hold because of a legal challenge. A Tennessee law would also likely also face court challenges.
California's governor has also fought against this measure and others like it that were proposed in other states, launching an ad campaign against them earlier this year.
MAINE BECOMES LATEST STATE TO PROTECT PROVIDERS
Maine Gov. Janet Mills on Monday signed a bill making her state at least the 14th with a law intended to protect those who provide abortion for out-of-state patients from legal action in those other states.

    


Maine's law will take effect in the summer.
It's a reminder that abortion policy has flowed in two directions since the end of Roe v. Wade in 2022: Most GOP-dominated states have sought to tighten access, while most Democrat-controlled ones have moved to protect or expand it.
Like several of the others, Maine's measure also applies to gender-affirming health care. In addition to imposing abortion bans or restrictions, most Republican-controlled states have also adopted bans on gender-affirming care for transgender minors.
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    [image: This June 2017 photo provided by Aitbek Amangeldy shows a selfie taken by his sister, Saltanat Nukenova, in Astana, Kazakhstan. Her husband, former economics minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev, is standing trial in her November 2023 death - a case that has riveted the Central Asian country and boosted awareness of domestic violence. (Courtesy of Aitbek Amangeldy via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 12, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, sits in a defendants' cage at his trial in Astana, Kazakhstan. Bishimbayev is on trial for killing his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, and the case has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country, with tens of thousands of people signing petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed the measure into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office Telegram channel via AP)]
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[image: A family walks past the courthouse where the trial of former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is taking place in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Sunday, April 21, 2024. Bishimbayev, charged with killing his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence, and on April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed the measure into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)]
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[image: In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, is escorted into court in Astana, Kazakhstan. The trial of Bishimbayev in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, Aitbek Amangeldy, second right, attends a court session for businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, the sister of Amangeldy. The trial has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, Aitbek Amangeldy, second right, attends a court session for businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, the sister of Amangeldy. The trial has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, Aitbek Amangeldy, attends a court session for businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, the sister of Amangeldy. The trial has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, Aitbek Amangeldy, attends a court session for businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, the sister of Amangeldy. The trial has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, sits in a defendants' cage in court in Astana, Kazakhstan. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova. The case has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening the punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, sits in a defendants' cage in court in Astana, Kazakhstan. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova. The case has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening the punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)
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[image: Two women buy flowers in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Sunday, April 21, 2024. A high-profile trial involving the killing of Saltanat Nukenova has raised awareness of spousal abuse in the Central Asian country. Businessman and former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is on trial for the killing of Nukenova. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)]
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[image: People walk in the center of Astana, Kazakhstan, Sunday, April 21, 2024. A high-profile trial involving the killing of Saltanat Nukenova has raised awareness of spousal abuse in the Central Asian country. Businessman and former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is on trial for the killing of Nukenova. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | People walk in the center of Astana, Kazakhstan, Sunday, April 21, 2024. A high-profile trial involving the killing of Saltanat Nukenova has raised awareness of spousal abuse in the Central Asian country. Businessman and former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is on trial for the killing of Nukenova. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev addresses parliament in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. The trial of businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister, in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | FILE - In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev addresses parliament in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. The trial of businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister, in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP, File)
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[image: FILE - A night view of the capital Astana, Kazakhstan, with the Presidential Palace seen in the center, Monday, Sept. 12, 2022. The trial of businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister, in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | FILE - A night view of the capital Astana, Kazakhstan, with the Presidential Palace seen in the center, Monday, Sept. 12, 2022. The trial of businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister, in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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        A high-profile murder trial in Kazakhstan boosts awareness of domestic violence

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This June 2017 photo provided by Aitbek Amangeldy shows a selfie taken by his sister, Saltanat Nukenova, in Astana, Kazakhstan. Her husband, former economics minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev, is standing trial in her November 2023 death - a case that has riveted the Central Asian country and boosted awareness of domestic violence. (Courtesy of Aitbek Amangeldy via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | This June 2017 photo provided by Aitbek Amangeldy shows a selfie taken by his sister, Saltanat Nukenova, in Astana, Kazakhstan. Her husband, former economics minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev, is standing trial in her November 2023 death - a case that has riveted the Central Asian country and boosted awareness of domestic violence. (Courtesy of Aitbek Amangeldy via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by the Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 12, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, sits in a defendants' cage at his trial in Astana, Kazakhstan. Bishimbayev is on trial for killing his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, and the case has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country, with tens of thousands of people signing petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed the measure into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office Telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 11 | In this photo released by the Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 12, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, sits in a defendants' cage at his trial in Astana, Kazakhstan. Bishimbayev is on trial for killing his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, and the case has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country, with tens of thousands of people signing petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed the measure into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office Telegram channel via AP)
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In this photo released by the Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 12, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, sits in a defendants' cage at his trial in Astana, Kazakhstan. Bishimbayev is on trial for killing his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, and the case has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country, with tens of thousands of people signing petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed the measure into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office Telegram channel via AP)
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[image: A family walks past the courthouse where the trial of former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is taking place in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Sunday, April 21, 2024. Bishimbayev, charged with killing his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence, and on April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed the measure into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 11 | A family walks past the courthouse where the trial of former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is taking place in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Sunday, April 21, 2024. Bishimbayev, charged with killing his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence, and on April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed the measure into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)
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[image: In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, is escorted into court in Astana, Kazakhstan. The trial of Bishimbayev in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 11 | In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, is escorted into court in Astana, Kazakhstan. The trial of Bishimbayev in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)
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In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, is escorted into court in Astana, Kazakhstan. The trial of Bishimbayev in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, Aitbek Amangeldy, second right, attends a court session for businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, the sister of Amangeldy. The trial has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, Aitbek Amangeldy, second right, attends a court session for businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, the sister of Amangeldy. The trial has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, Aitbek Amangeldy, attends a court session for businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, the sister of Amangeldy. The trial has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 11 | In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, Aitbek Amangeldy, attends a court session for businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, the sister of Amangeldy. The trial has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)
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[image: In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, sits in a defendants' cage in court in Astana, Kazakhstan. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova. The case has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening the punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 11 | In this photo released by The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office's Telegram channel on Friday, April 19, 2024, businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, the country's former economy minister, sits in a defendants' cage in court in Astana, Kazakhstan. Bishimbayev is on trial in the killing of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova. The case has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening the punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (The Kazakhstan Supreme Court Press Office telegram channel via AP)
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[image: Two women buy flowers in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Sunday, April 21, 2024. A high-profile trial involving the killing of Saltanat Nukenova has raised awareness of spousal abuse in the Central Asian country. Businessman and former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is on trial for the killing of Nukenova. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | Two women buy flowers in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Sunday, April 21, 2024. A high-profile trial involving the killing of Saltanat Nukenova has raised awareness of spousal abuse in the Central Asian country. Businessman and former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is on trial for the killing of Nukenova. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)
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[image: People walk in the center of Astana, Kazakhstan, Sunday, April 21, 2024. A high-profile trial involving the killing of Saltanat Nukenova has raised awareness of spousal abuse in the Central Asian country. Businessman and former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is on trial for the killing of Nukenova. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | People walk in the center of Astana, Kazakhstan, Sunday, April 21, 2024. A high-profile trial involving the killing of Saltanat Nukenova has raised awareness of spousal abuse in the Central Asian country. Businessman and former Economics Minister Kuandyk Bishimbayev is on trial for the killing of Nukenova. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Stanislav Filippov)
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[image: FILE - In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev addresses parliament in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. The trial of businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister, in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | FILE - In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev addresses parliament in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. The trial of businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister, in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening penalties for spousal abuse, and Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 11
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[image: FILE - A night view of the capital Astana, Kazakhstan, with the Presidential Palace seen in the center, Monday, Sept. 12, 2022. The trial of businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister, in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence. On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening punishment for spousal abuse, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it into law four days later. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)]
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                                        The CCTV footage shown at the domestic abuse trial was disturbing: The defendant is seen dragging his wife by her hair, and then punching and kicking her. Hours after it was recorded, she died of brain trauma.
The trial of businessman Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Kazakhstan's former economy minister, in the death of his wife, Saltanat Nukenova, has touched a nerve in the Central Asian country. Tens of thousands of people have signed petitions calling for harsher penalties for domestic violence.
On April 11, senators approved a bill toughening spousal abuse laws, and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed it four days later. It's been dubbed "Saltanat's Law" in her honor.
Kazakhs are riveted by Bishimbayev's trial, the first in the country of over 19 million people to be streamed online, and debates about it are dominating social media. Many see it as a moment of truth for Tokayev's promises of reforms and making officials accountable.

    


The 44-year-old Bishimbayev, once seen as a fresh, Western-educated face of Kazakhstan's government under former leader Nursultan Nazarbayev, was jailed for bribery in 2018 before being pardoned less than two years into his 10-year sentence.




Nukenova, 31, was found dead in November in a restaurant owned by one of her husband's relatives. Bishimbayev, who was charged with torturing and killing her, for weeks maintained his innocence but admitted Wednesday in court that he had beaten her and "unintentionally" caused her death.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His lawyers initially disputed medical evidence indicating Nukenova died from repeated blows to the head. They also portrayed her as prone to jealousy and violence, although no video from the restaurant's security cameras that was played in court has shown her attacking Bishimbayev.
Aitbek Amangeldy, Nukenova's elder brother and a key prosecution witness, told The Associated Press that he had no doubt his sister's tragic fate has shifted attitudes about domestic violence.

    


"It changes people's minds when they see directly what it looks like when a person is tortured," Amangeldy said in a video interview, citing the harrowing video played in court.
"Of course, it's difficult for me to be in court, to listen to various things that the defendant's side has been saying," he said. "It's even more painful to know that (their) words are being broadcast across the country. But I understand that these broadcasts are also educational material, including for lawyers and human rights defenders."
Like neighboring Russia, Kazakhstan largely remains a patriarchal society, and progress has been slow on issues such as domestic violence, sexual harassment, and disparities in employment.
According to a 2018 study backed by UN Women, the United Nations' gender equality agency, about 400 women die from domestic violence each year in Kazakhstan, although many abuse cases go unreported. 
In 2017, Kazakhstan decriminalized beatings and other acts causing "minor" physical damage, making them punishable only by fines or short jail terms. Russia enacted a similar law that year, outraging women's rights advocates. Kazakhstan's new law reverses this, increasing penalties for assailants and introducing new criminal offenses, including harassment of minors.

    


Days after Nukenova's death, her relatives launched an online petition urging authorities to pass "Saltanat's Law" to bolster protection for those at risk of domestic violence. It quickly got over 150,000 signatures. 
As Bishimbayev's trial began, more than 5,000 Kazakhs wrote senators urging tougher laws on abuse, Kazakh media said.
Still, Amangeldy said the law's final version failed to include all the provisions his family and allies had wanted, noting that "we still have no legal norms around stalking and harassment" of adults.
Viktoriya Kim, a Kazakhstan-based researcher at Human Rights Watch, said the very notion of "domestic violence" is absent from the country's criminal code. Including it, she said, would send "a clearer signal."
But Amangeldy argues that Kazakh society has clearly "passed a point of no return."

    


"For years, across Kazakhstan and the whole region, the issue (of domestic violence) was shrouded in silence. Raising the issue is already half the solution," he said.
Women's rights advocate Aigerim Kussainkyzy said Bishimbayev's trial has led to "a collective awakening" among politicians and ordinary citizens.
"Some may even label it the trial of the century. ... Male politicians, in particular, have started to consider the implications of domestic violence for their own daughters," said Kussainkyzy, who was among civil society representatives that lawmakers consulted before passing the bill.
The proposals encountered fierce pushback from the Kazakh Union of Parents -- an influential association that echoes Russia's opposition to feminist initiatives and LGBTQ+ rights. On the day Tokayev signed the domestic violence law, the organization gave its "Mother of the Year" award to Bishimbayev's mother, Almira Nurlybekova, in recognition of her "courage ... supporting her son through court proceedings and fighting for his rights."

    


Tokayev has talked repeatedly about strengthening protections for women. In January, he intervened after the Justice Ministry refused to consider the petition by Nukenova's family. 
Despite the inclusion of activists in the legislative process, some Kazakh rights defenders argue the law's passage has been accompanied by continuing pressure on those advocates, independent of the government.
Last month, authorities in Almaty -- Kazakhstan's largest city and business hub -- blocked a rally for International Women's Day to show solidarity with victims of domestic abuse. Feminita, the feminist and LGBTQ+ rights group that tried to organize it, has struggled for years for official registration.
In December, Kazakhstan put women's rights activist Dina Smailova on its wanted list after authorities launched a criminal fraud investigation that she described as likely retribution for her work.
Smailova, head of the NeMolchi.KZ foundation, which means "Don't Be Silent" and advocates for abuse survivors, told AP that she and her organization were unable to join discussions on the new law.
"I've lost faith in the authorities, because even as they pass a law protecting women and children from violence, they pass harsher laws against independent journalists and bloggers," Smailova said in an interview from Montenegro, where she lives.
She welcomed the bill "as a first step," but said it can only be adequately implemented after tackling "corruption and nepotism" within law enforcement and the courts, citing the fraud case against her.
"Kazakhstan is a country where everyone has a lot of relatives ... and if there's a case concerning a relative of someone in law enforcement, then that person will certainly evade responsibility," she said, adding that education and media campaigns are needed to change attitudes.
Senate Speaker Maulen Ashimbayev said that properly implementing the law will require "a great deal of work," including educational campaigns in schools and the media, as well as vigilance from civil society groups.
HRW's Kim told AP the investigation of Smailova, who has repeatedly criticized officials' failure to protect abused women and children, was marred by "numerous procedural infractions," raising "serious concerns that she is being persecuted."
"I would like to see more willingness from authorities to help and support those who fight for and promote women's rights," the researcher said, noting concerns about Kazakhstan's global reputation played a role in its willingness to act on domestic violence.
"International organizations have called for this particular step for years. That's something the authorities were ready to do to meet rights defenders halfway," she said.
Meanwhile, Bishimbayev's trial continues to spark controversy. Police are investigating telephone threats reported by Judge Ayzhan Kulbayeva after she disallowed forensic evidence from defense lawyers alleging Nukenova's death could have been caused by a preexisting condition.
As closing arguments approach, debate rages in Kazakhstan over its justice system and women's rights, with many believing the trial already has changed the country forever.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kazakhstan-domestic-abuse-trial-bc4a67880f5d78c5e7576b5826158e34
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Arizona indicts 18 in election interference case, including Giuliani and Meadows

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An Arizona grand jury has indicted former President Donald Trump's chief of staff Mark Meadows, lawyer Rudy Giuliani and 16 others. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: FILE - Former Mayor of New York Rudy Giuliani speaks during a news conference outside the federal courthouse in Washington, Dec. 15, 2023. Guiliani, a lawyer for former President Donald Trump, was among those indicted Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in an Arizona election interference case.(AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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[image: FILE - Mark Meadows speaks with reporters at the White House, Oct. 21, 2020, in Washington. Meadows, chief of staff for former President Donald Trump, was among those indicted Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in an Arizona election interference case. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: FILE - Dr. Kelli Ward, left, chair of the Arizona Republican Party, talks with a supporter of President Donald Trump as they join the crowd at a rally outside the Arizona Capitol, Nov. 7, 2020, in Phoenix. Ward is one of 11 Republicans in Arizona who submitted a document to Congress falsely declaring Donald Trump had beaten Joe Biden in the state during the 2020 presidential election were charged Wednesday, April 24, 2024 with conspiracy, fraud and forgery, marking the fourth state to bring charges against "fake electors." (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: FILE - Republican Rep. Anthony Kern argues in support of a provision in the Arizona budget package that strips cash from Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, May 4, 2017, in Phoenix. Kern is one of 11 Republicans in Arizona who submitted a document to Congress falsely declaring Donald Trump had beaten Joe Biden in the state during the 2020 presidential election were charged Wednesday, April 24, 2024, with conspiracy, fraud and forgery, marking the fourth state to bring charges against "fake electors." (AP Photo/Bob Christie, File)]
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FILE - Republican Rep. Anthony Kern argues in support of a provision in the Arizona budget package that strips cash from Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, May 4, 2017, in Phoenix. Kern is one of 11 Republicans in Arizona who submitted a document to Congress falsely declaring Donald Trump had beaten Joe Biden in the state during the 2020 presidential election were charged Wednesday, April 24, 2024, with conspiracy, fraud and forgery, marking the fourth state to bring charges against "fake electors." (AP Photo/Bob Christie, File)
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[image: FILE - Arizona Republican U.S. Senate candidate Jim Lamon poses for a photograph prior to the Arizona Republican Senate primary debate hosted by Newsmax at the Madison Center for The Arts, July 13, 2022, in Phoenix. Lemon, one of 11 Republicans in Arizona who submitted a document to Congress falsely declaring Donald Trump had beaten Joe Biden in the state during the 2020 presidential election, was charged Wednesday, April 24, 2024, with conspiracy, fraud and forgery, marking the fourth state to bring charges against "fake electors." (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: FILE - Arizona Rep. Jake Hoffman, R-Queen Creek, is sworn in during the opening of the Legislature at the state Capitol, Jan. 11, 2021, in Phoenix. Hoffman is one of 11 Republicans in Arizona who submitted a document to Congress falsely declaring Donald Trump had beaten Joe Biden in the state during the 2020 presidential election were charged Wednesday, April 24, 2024, with conspiracy, fraud and forgery, marking the fourth state to bring charges against "fake electors." (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - Kelli Ward, with her husband Michael Ward at her side, concedes to Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., in the race for the Republican nomination to U.S. Senate, Aug. 30, 2016, at her primary night party at a hotel in Scottsdale, Ariz. Ward and her husband are two of 11 Republicans in Arizona who submitted a document to Congress falsely declaring Donald Trump had beaten Joe Biden in the state during the 2020 presidential election were charged Wednesday, April 24, 2024, with conspiracy, fraud and forgery, marking the fourth state to bring charges against "fake electors." (David Kadlubowski/The Arizona Republic via AP, File)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- An Arizona grand jury has indicted former President Donald Trump 's chief of staff Mark Meadows, lawyer Rudy Giuliani and 16 others for their roles in an attempt to overturn Trump's loss to Joe Biden in the 2020 election.
The indictment released Wednesday names 11 Republicans who submitted a document to Congress falsely declaring that Trump won Arizona in 2020. They include the former state party chair, a 2022 U.S. Senate candidate and two sitting state lawmakers, who are charged with nine counts each of conspiracy, fraud and forgery. 
The identities of seven other defendants, including Giuliani and Meadows, were not immediately released because they had not yet been served with the documents. They were readily identifiable based on descriptions of the defendants, however.
Trump himself was not charged but was referred to as an unindicted co-conspirator. 





    


With the indictments, Arizona becomes the fourth state where allies of the former president have been charged with using false or unproven claims about voter fraud related to the election. Heading into a likely November rematch with Biden, Trump continues to spread lies about the last election that are echoed by many of his supporters.
"I will not allow American democracy to be undermined," Democratic state Attorney General Kris Mayes said in a video released by her office. "It's too important." 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Arizona indicts 18 in case over 2020 election in Arizona, including Giuliani and Meadows
    

    
    
    Eighteen people including Donald Trump's former chief of staff Mark Meadows and lawyer Rudy Giuliani have been indicted for alleged conspiracy, fraud and forgery related to the 2020 election in Arizona. AP's Lisa Dwyer reports Arizona becomes the fourth state to bring charges against "fake electors." 

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The indictment alludes to Giuliani as an attorney "who was often identified as the Mayor" and spread false allegations of election fraud. Another defendant is referred to as Trump's " chief of staff in 2020," which describes Meadows. 
Descriptions of other unnamed defendants point to Mike Roman, who was Trump's director of Election Day operations; John Eastman, a lawyer who devised a strategy to try to persuade Congress not to certify the election; and Christina Bobb, a lawyer who worked with Giuliani. 

    


A lawyer for Eastman, Charles Burnham, said his client is innocent. Bobb did not respond to a text message seeking comment, nor did a lawyer who is representing Roman in a case in Georgia. 
George Terwilliger, a lawyer representing Meadows, said he had not yet seen the indictment but if Meadows is named, "it is a blatantly political and politicized accusation and will be contested and defeated." Giuliani's political adviser, Ted Goodman, decried what he called "the continued weaponization of our justice system." 
The 11 people who had been nominated to be Arizona's Republican electors met in Phoenix on Dec. 14, 2020, to sign a certificate saying they were "duly elected and qualified" electors and claiming that Trump carried the state. A one-minute video of the signing ceremony was posted on social media by the Arizona Republican Party at the time. The document was later sent to Congress and the National Archives, where it was ignored.
Biden won Arizona by more than 10,000 votes. Of the eight lawsuits that unsuccessfully challenged Biden's victory in the state, one was filed by the 11 Republicans. 
Their lawsuit asked a judge to de-certify the results that gave Biden his victory in Arizona and block the state from sending them to the Electoral College. In dismissing the case, U.S. District Judge Diane Humetewa said the Republicans lacked legal standing, waited too long to bring their case and "failed to provide the court with factual support for their extraordinary claims."

    


Days after that lawsuit was dismissed, the 11 participated in the certificate signing.
The Arizona charges come after a string of indictments against fake electors in other states. 
In December, a Nevada grand jury indicted six Republicans on felony charges of offering a false instrument for filing and uttering a forged instrument in connection with false election certificates. They have pleaded not guilty.
Michigan's Attorney General in July filed felony charges that included forgery and conspiracy to commit election forgery against 16 Republican fake electors. One had charges dropped after reaching a cooperation deal, and the 15 remaining defendants have pleaded not guilty.

    


Three fake electors also have been charged in Georgia alongside Trump and others in a sweeping indictment accusing them of participating in a wide-ranging scheme to illegally overturn the results. They have pleaded not guilty.
In Wisconsin, 10 Republicans who posed as electors settled a civil lawsuit, admitting their actions were part of an effort to overturn Biden's victory. There is no known criminal investigation in Wisconsin.
Trump was indicted in August in federal court over efforts to cling to power after his defeat, including the fake electors scheme. The U.S. Supreme Court on Thursday will hear arguments on his claim in that case that he can't be prosecuted for acts he committed while serving as president.
In early January, New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez said that state's five Republican electors cannot be prosecuted under the current law. In New Mexico and Pennsylvania, fake electors added a caveat saying the election certificate was submitted in case they were later recognized as duly elected, qualified electors. No charges have been filed in Pennsylvania.

    


In Arizona, Mayes' predecessor, Republican Mark Brnovich, conducted an investigation of the 2020 election, but the fake elector allegations were not part of that examination, according to Mayes' office.
The so-called fake electors facing charges are Kelli Ward, the state GOP's chair from 2019 until early 2023; state Sen. Jake Hoffman; Tyler Bowyer, an executive of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA who serves on the Republican National Committee; state Sen. Anthony Kern, who was photographed in restricted areas outside the U.S. Capitol during the Jan. 6 attack and is now a candidate in Arizona's 8th Congressional District; Greg Safsten, a former executive director of the Arizona Republican Party; energy industry executive James Lamon, who lost a 2022 Republican primary for a U.S. Senate seat; Robert Montgomery, chairman of the Cochise County Republican Committee in 2020; Samuel Moorhead, a Republican precinct committee member in Gila County; Nancy Cottle, who in 2020 was the first vice president of the Arizona Federation of Republican Women; Loraine Pellegrino, past president of the Ahwatukee Republican Women; and Michael Ward, an osteopathic physician who is married to Kelli Ward.
In a statement, Hoffman accused Mayes of weaponizing the attorney general's office in bringing the case but didn't directly comment on the indictment's allegations. 
"Let me be unequivocal, I am innocent of any crime, I will vigorously defend myself, and I look forward to the day when I am vindicated of this naked political persecution by the judicial process," Hoffman said.
None of the others responded to either phone, email or social media messages from The Associated Press seeking comment.
___
Associated Press writers Gabe Stern and Scott Sonner in Las Vegas, Kate Brumback in Atlanta and Marc Levy in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, contributed to this report.
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- Police peacefully arrested student protesters at the University of Southern California on Wednesday, hours after police at a Texas university aggressively detained dozens in the latest clashes between law enforcement and those protesting the Israel-Hamas war on campuses nationwide.
While tensions rose between police and protesters at USC earlier in the day, in the evening a few dozen demonstrators standing in a circle with locked arms were detained one by one without incident.
Police officers encircled the dwindling group, which sat in defiance of an earlier warning to disperse or be arrested. Beyond the police line, hundreds of onlookers watched as helicopters buzzed overhead. The school closed the campus.
While universities struggling to defuse unrest have quickly turned to law enforcement, the arrests in California were in sharp contrast to the chaos that ensued just hours earlier at the University of Texas at Austin. 

    


Hundreds of local and state police -- including some on horseback and holding batons -- pushed into protesters, at one point sending some tumbling into the street. Officers made 34 arrests at the behest of the university and Texas Gov. Gregg Abbott, according to the state Department of Public Safety.




A photographer covering the demonstration for Fox 7 Austin was in the push-and-pull when an officer yanked him backward to the ground, video shows. The station confirmed that the photographer was arrested. A longtime Texas journalist was knocked down in the mayhem and could be seen bleeding before police helped him to emergency medical staff. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dane Urquhart, a third-year Texas student, called the police presence and arrests an "overreaction," adding that the protest "would have stayed peaceful" if the officers had not turned out in force. 
"Because of all the arrests, I think a lot more (demonstrations) are going to happen," Urquhart said.

    


Police left after hours of efforts to control the crowd, and about 300 demonstrators moved back in to sit on the grass and chant under the school's iconic clock tower.
In a statement Wednesday night, the university's president, Jay Hartzell, said: "Our rules matter, and they will be enforced. Our University will not be occupied."
North of USC, students at California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt, were barricaded inside a building for a third day, and the school shut down campus through the weekend and made classes virtual.
Harvard University in Massachusetts had sought to stay ahead of protests this week by limiting access to Harvard Yard and requiring permission for tents and tables. That didn't stop protesters from setting up a camp with 14 tents Wednesday following a rally against the university's suspension of the Harvard Undergraduate Palestine Solidarity Committee.
Students protesting the Israel-Hamas war are demanding schools cut financial ties to Israel and divest from companies enabling its monthslong conflict. Some Jewish students say the protests have veered into antisemitism and made them afraid to set foot on campus, partly prompting a heavier hand from universities. 

    


At New York University this week, police said 133 protesters were taken into custody, while over 40 protesters were arrested Monday at an encampment at Yale University. 
Columbia University averted another confrontation between students and police earlier Wednesday. University President Minouche Shafik had set on Tuesday a midnight deadline to reach an agreement on clearing an encampment, but the school extended negotiations, saying it would continue talks with protesters for another 48 hours.
On a visit to campus Wednesday, U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson, a Republican, called on Shafik to resign "if she cannot bring order to this chaos." 
"If this is not contained quickly and if these threats and intimidation are not stopped, there is an appropriate time for the National Guard," he said.
On Wednesday evening, a Columbia spokesperson said rumors that the university had threatened to bring in the National Guard were unfounded. "Our focus is to restore order, and if we can get there through dialogue, we will," said Ben Chang, Columbia's vice president for communications.

    


Columbia graduate student Omer Lubaton Granot, who put up pictures of Israeli hostages near the encampment, said he wanted to remind people that there were more than 100 hostages still being held by Hamas.
"I see all the people behind me advocating for human rights," he said. "I don't think they have one word to say about the fact that people their age, that were kidnapped from their homes or from a music festival in Israel, are held by a terror organization."
Harvard law student Tala Alfoqaha, who is Palestinian, said she and other protesters want more transparency from the university.
"My hope is that the Harvard administration listens to what its students have been asking for all year, which is divestment, disclosure and dropping any sort of charges against students," she said.

    


Police first tried to clear the encampment at Columbia last week, when they arrested more than 100 protesters. The move backfired, acting as an inspiration for other students across the country to set up similar encampments and motivating protesters at Columbia to regroup. 
On Wednesday about 60 tents remained at the Columbia encampment, which appeared calm. Security remained tight around campus, with identification required and police setting up metal barricades.
Columbia said it had agreed with protest representatives that only students would remain at the encampment and they would make it welcoming, banning discriminatory or harassing language.
On the University of Minnesota campus, a few dozen students rallied a day after nine protesters were arrested when police took down an encampment in front of the library. U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar, whose daughter was among the demonstrators arrested at Columbia last week, attended a protest later in the day.
A group of more than 80 professors and assistant professors signed a letter Wednesday calling on the university's president and other administrators to drop any charges and to allow future encampments without what they described as police retaliation.
They wrote that they were "horrified that the administration would permit such a clear violation of our students' rights to freely speak out against genocide and ongoing occupation of Palestine."
___
Perry reported from Meredith, New Hampshire. Contributing to this report were Associated Press journalists in various locations including Joey Cappelletti, Will Weissert, Larry Lage, Steve LeBlanc, Dave Collins, Jim Salter, Haven Daley, Jesse Bedayn, John Antczak, Julie Walker and Joseph Krauss.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gaza-war-campus-protests-47f4f7f0916a6493b79eede3e4d0a55d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Arizona House approved a repeal of the state's near-total abortion ban | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Arizona House advances a repeal of the state's near-total abortion ban to the Senate

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Arizona House advances a repeal of the state's near-total abortion ban to the Senate


                
                
    
    Photos
                    6
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Arizona Rep. Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, D-Tucson, left, gets a hug from Sen. Anna Hernandez, D-Phoenix, after the vote tally on the proposed repeal of Arizona's near-total ban on abortions winning approval from the state House Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: FILE - The historic Arizona Capitol building stands, April 11, 2024, in Phoenix. Democrats in the Arizona House are expected on Wednesday, April 24, to make another attempt to repeal Arizona's near-total abortion ban, which the state's highest court says can be enforced. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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[image: FILE - Democratic state Rep. Stephanie Stahl Hamilton, sponsor of a proposal to repeal Arizona's near-total ban on abortion, speaks on the floor of the Arizona House in Phoenix on April 17, 2024. Democrats in the Arizona House are expected on Wednesday, April 24, to make another attempt to repeal the the long-dormant abortion law, which the state's highest court says can be enforced. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)]
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- A proposed repeal of Arizona's near-total ban on abortions won approval from the state House Wednesday after two weeks of mounting pressure on Republicans over an issue that has bedeviled former President Donald Trump's campaign to return to the White House. 
Three Republicans joined in with all 29 Democrats Wednesday to repeal a law that predated Arizona's statehood and provides no exceptions for rape or incest. If the Senate approves as expected, Arizona would allow abortions up to 15 weeks. 
Their political ambitions imperiled by widespread opposition to a near-total abortion ban, Trump and U.S. Senate candidate Kari Lake had urged Arizona lawmakers to ease the restrictions. But until Wednesday, most state House Republicans repeatedly used procedural votes to block repeal, each time drawing condemnation from Democratic President Joe Biden, who has made his support for abortion rights central to his reelection campaign. 

    


"Make no mistake, Arizonans are living in 1864 now because Donald Trump dismantled Roe v. Wade," Democratic state Sen. Priya Sundareshan of Tucson said in a news conference before the vote organized by the Biden campaign and the Arizona Democratic Party.




The repeal vote comes a day after Biden said Trump created a "health care crisis for women all over this country," by imperiling their access to care. White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the vote is a sign that "we're moving forward in the right direction." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Arizona is one of a handful of battleground states that will decide the next president. Trump, who has warned that the issue could lead to Republican losses, has avoided endorsing a national abortion ban but said he's proud to have appointed the Supreme Court justices who allowed states to outlaw it. 
Dozens of people gathered outside the state Capitol before the House and Senate were scheduled to meet, then filled seats in the public gallery as lawmakers voted, many of them carrying signs or wearing shirts showing their opposition to abortion rights.

    


Arizona Republicans have been under intense pressure from some conservatives in their base, who firmly support the abortion ban, even as it's become a liability with swing voters who will decide crucial races including the presidency, the U.S. Senate and the GOP's control of the Legislature. 
"I am disgusted today," said Republican Rep. Rachel Jones, who voted against repeal. "Life is one of the tenets of our Republican platform. To see people go back on that value is egregious to me."
State Rep. Matt Gress, one of the three Republicans who crossed party lines to support the repeal measure, said in a statement that the near-total abortion ban was "unworkable and out of line with the values of Arizonans." GOP Rep. Tim Dunn said counterintuitively that his vote in favor of repeal was "the most pro-life vote I could possibly make" because, he said, backlash to the total ban would lead voters to support abortion even after 15 weeks. 
The other Republican who supported the repeal measure, state Rep. Justin Wilmeth, didn't return an email and phone call seeking comment on the vote.

    


California Gov. Gavin Newsom and several lawmakers said Wednesday they'll push for legislation temporarily allowing Arizona doctors to perform abortions for their own patients in the neighboring state.
The Arizona Supreme Court concluded this month that the state can enforce a long-dormant law that permits abortions only to save the pregnant patient's life. The ruling suggested doctors could be prosecuted under the law first approved in 1864, which carries a sentence of two to five years in prison for anyone who assists in an abortion. 
The law had been blocked since the U.S. Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision guaranteed the constitutional right to an abortion nationwide.
After Roe v. Wade was overturned in June 2022, then-Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich, a Republican, persuaded a state judge that the 1864 ban could be enforced. Still, the law hasn't actually been enforced while the case was making its way through the courts. Brnovich's Democratic successor, Attorney General Kris Mayes, urged the state's high court against reviving the law.

    


Mayes has said the earliest the law could be enforced is June 8, though the anti-abortion group defending the ban, Alliance Defending Freedom, maintains county prosecutors can begin enforcing it once the Supreme Court's decision becomes final, which is expected to occur this week.
If the proposed repeal wins final approval from the Republican-controlled Legislature and is signed into law by Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs, a 2022 statute banning the procedure after 15 weeks of pregnancy would become the prevailing abortion law. Even so, there would likely be a period where all abortion is outlawed, because the repeal won't take effect until 90 days after the end of the legislative session, likely in mid-summer. 

    


Planned Parenthood officials vowed to continue providing abortions for the short time they are still legal and said they will reinforce networks that help patients travel out of state to places like New Mexico and California to access abortion.
Advocates are collecting signatures for a ballot measure allowing abortions until a fetus could survive outside the womb, typically around 24 weeks, with exceptions -- to save the parent's life, or to protect her physical or mental health.
Republican lawmakers, in turn, are considering putting one or more competing abortion proposals on the November ballot. 
A leaked planning document outlined the approaches being considered by House Republicans, such as codifying existing abortion regulations, proposing a 14-week ban that would be "disguised as a 15-week law" because it would allow abortions until the beginning of the 15th week, and a measure that would prohibit abortions after six weeks of pregnancy, before many people know they're pregnant. 
House Republicans have not yet publicly released any such proposed ballot measures.
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    [image: FILE - Heisman Trophy winner Reggie Bush of the University of Southern California smiles while posing for photos after a news conference in New York, Dec. 10, 2005. Reggie Bush has been reinstated as the 2005 Heisman Trophy winner, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, more than a decade after Southern California returned the award following an NCAA investigation that found he received what were impermissible benefits during his time with the Trojans.(AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)]
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[image: FILE - Southern California tailback Reggie Bush picks up the Heisman Trophy after being announced as the winner of the award in New York, Dec. 10, 2005. Reggie Bush has been reinstated as the 2005 Heisman Trophy winner, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, more than a decade after Southern California returned the award following an NCAA investigation that found he received what were impermissible benefits during his time with the Trojans.(AP Photo/Julie Jacobson, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Heisman Trophy, awarded to Reggie Bush in 2005, is seen in Heritage Hall during a meeting of University of Southern California football players on the campus in Los Angeles Thursday, June 10, 2010. Reggie Bush has been reinstated as the 2005 Heisman Trophy winner, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, more than a decade after Southern California returned the award following an NCAA investigation that found he received what were impermissible benefits during his time with the Trojans. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Reggie Bush has his Heisman back.
The Heisman Trust reinstated the former Southern California tailback as the 2005 Heisman Trophy winner on Wednesday, citing fundamental changes in the structure of college athletics during the 14 years since Bush forfeited the trophy and the honor.
Bush gave up his Heisman following an NCAA investigation that found he received what were impermissible benefits during his time with the Trojans. College football players are now allowed to profit from their work in many ways, and the Heisman Trust decided it was time to move past the conflict with one of the most exciting players in the sport's history.
"We are thrilled to welcome Reggie Bush back to the Heisman family in recognition of his collegiate accomplishments," said Michael Comerford, president of The Heisman Trophy Trust. "We considered the enormous changes in college athletics over the last several years in deciding that now is the right time to reinstate the Trophy for Reggie. We are so happy to welcome him back."

    


The Heisman Trust has returned the trophy to Bush and the replica to USC. Bush also will be invited to all future Heisman Trophy ceremonies.




Bush won the trophy awarded to the top player in college football after amassing 2,218 yards from scrimmage and scoring 18 touchdowns in 2005. His 784 first-place votes were the fifth most in Heisman history, and the trophy was a crowning achievement for Bush after three seasons at USC as one of the most dynamic college football players in decades.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I am grateful to once again be recognized as the recipient of the Heisman Trophy," Bush said in a statement. "This reinstatement is not only a personal victory, but also a validation of the tireless efforts of my supporters and advocates who have stood by me throughout this arduous journey."
The reinstatement of Bush gives USC a total of eight Heisman winners, most of any school.

    


USC typically displays its replicas of the Trojans' Heisman Trophies in the lobby of Heritage Hall, its historic football headquarters, while the retired uniform numbers of its Heisman winners are displayed on huge banners draping the Peristyle at the Coliseum during USC home games. Bush's No. 5 jersey is expected to be back among the honored numbers this fall.
"What a historic day!" said USC coach Lincoln Riley, who coached Caleb Williams to the school's most recent Heisman in 2022. "Reggie's reintroduction to the Heisman Family is a special moment for every person that has been associated with USC football. We are thrilled that Reggie's athletic accomplishments as one of the greatest to ever play the game can officially be recognized."
The USC football program wrote "back where it belongs " in a social media post.
"This is a momentous day for Reggie Bush and the entire USC community as we celebrate the rightful return of his Heisman Trophy," USC athletic director Jen Cohen said. "Reggie's impact at USC and on college football as a whole is truly unmatched. He has displayed the utmost resiliency and heart throughout this process and is so deserving of every accolade and trophy he's ever received. We are grateful to the Heisman Trophy Trust for making this happen."

    


Bush had his award vacated in 2010 after USC was hit with massive NCAA sanctions when it was found that Bush and his family received money and gifts from fledgling marketing agents who were hoping to represent him. The sanctions were the final result of a prolonged, antagonistic dispute between the NCAA and USC under former athletic director Mike Garrett.
USC received a two-year postseason ban and lost a whopping 30 scholarships under the sanctions. The NCAA also vacated 14 wins by the Trojans during the heart of Bush's career, including the 55-19 victory over Oklahoma in the Bowl Championship Series title game at the Orange Bowl following the 2004 season.
USC was even required to "disassociate" from Bush for 10 years following the NCAA's decision. The school immediately ended its disassociation when that period ended in June 2020, welcoming Bush back to the school.

    


The Trust said in its statement that its decision followed a "deliberative process" in which it closely monitored changes in the college athletics landscape. That included the U.S. Supreme Court's 2021 decision that questioned the legality of the NCAA's amateurism model and opened the door to athlete compensation; the ability of players to be paid for their name, image and likeness; and the NCAA's recent proposal to remove the cap on education-related payments.
"Recognizing that the compensation of student athletes is an accepted practice and appears here to stay, these fundamental changes in college athletics led the Trust to decide that now is the right time to return the Trophy to Bush, who unquestionably was the most outstanding college football player of 2005," the Trust said.

    


Public opinion has long favored the return of Bush's trophy. Johnny Manziel, the 2012 Heisman winner from Texas A&M, said on social media last month that he would not participate in Heisman festivities unless Bush got his trophy back.
Manziel thanked the Trust on Wednesday "for doing what's right and welcoming a storied member of our history back into the fold. There were many voices throughout this process that stood on the table for Reggie simply because of the kind of human being he is. I look forward to being on that stage with you this December (Reggie Bush) you deserve it."
Among others praising the decision were Williams, the 2022 winner and the projected No. 1 pick in Thursday's NFL draft; 2001 winner Eric Crouch of Nebraska; and 2011 winner Robert Griffin III of Baylor.
Bush was the No. 2 overall pick in the 2006 NFL draft by New Orleans, and he played for five teams over 11 seasons. He is now a commentator and studio analyst for Fox Sports.
Last August, Bush filed a defamation lawsuit against the NCAA for issuing a statement to media in 2021 that said Bush had a "pay-for-play" arrangement. That statement was in response to media inquiries about whether Bush would have his statistics from his USC career reinstated when NIL payments became permissible. Bush contended the statement cast him in a false light.
"I want to make it abundantly clear that I have always acted with integrity and in accordance with the rules and regulations set forth by the NCAA," Bush said Wednesday. "The allegations brought against me were unfounded and unsupported by evidence, and I am grateful that the truth is finally prevailing."
___
AP College Football Writer Eric Olson in Omaha, Nebraska, contributed to this report.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Russia on Wednesday vetoed a U.N. resolution sponsored by the United States and Japan calling on all nations to prevent a dangerous nuclear arms race in outer space, calling it "a dirty spectacle" that cherry picks weapons of mass destruction from all other weapons that should also be banned.
The vote in the 15-member Security Council was 13 in favor, Russia opposed and China abstaining. 
The resolution would have called on all countries not to develop or deploy nuclear arms or other weapons of mass destruction in space, as banned under a 1967 international treaty that included the U.S. and Russia, and to agree to the need to verify compliance.
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said after the vote that Russian President Vladimir Putin has said Moscow has no intention of deploying nuclear weapons in space. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Russia vetoes a UN resolution calling for the prevention of a dangerous nuclear arms race in space.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports tensions rise at the UN over weapons in space.

    


    


"Today's veto begs the question: Why? Why, if you are following the rules, would you not support a resolution that reaffirms them? What could you possibly be hiding," she asked. "It's baffling. And it's a shame."
Putin was responding to White House confirmation in February that Russia has obtained a "troubling" anti-satellite weapon capability, although such a weapon is not operational yet. 




U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan on Wednesday echoed Thomas-Greenfield, reiterating that "the United States assesses that Russia is developing a new satellite carrying a nuclear device." If Putin has no intention of deploying nuclear weapons in space, Sullivan said, "Russia would not have vetoed this resolution."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia dismissed the resolution as "absolutely absurd and politicized," and said it didn't go far enough in banning all types of weapons in space.
Russia and China proposed an amendment to the U.S.-Japan draft that would call on all countries, especially those with major space capabilities, "to prevent for all time the placement of weapons in outer space, and the threat of use of force in outer spaces."

    


The vote was 7 countries in favor, 7 against, and one abstention and the amendment was defeated because it failed to get the minimum 9 "yes" votes required for adoption.
The U.S. opposed the amendment, and after the vote Nebenzia addressed the U.S. ambassador saying: "We want a ban on the placement of weapons of any kind in outer space, not just WMDs (weapons of mass destruction). But you don't want that. And let me ask you that very same question. Why?"
He said much of the U.S. and Japan's actions become clear "if we recall that the U.S. and their allies announced some time ago plans to place weapons ... in outer space."
Nebenzia accused the U.S. of blocking a Russian-Chinese proposal since 2008 for a treaty against putting weapons in outer space.
Thomas-Greenfield accused Russia of undermining global treaties to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, irresponsibly invoking "dangerous nuclear rhetoric," walking away from several of its arms control obligations, and refusing to engage "in substantive discussions around arms control or risk reduction."

    


She called Wednesday's vote "a real missed opportunity to rebuild much-needed trust in existing arms control obligations."
Thomas-Greenfield's announcement of the resolution on March 18 followed White House confirmation in February that Russia has obtained a "troubling" anti-satellite weapon capability, although such a weapon is not operational yet.
Putin declared later that Moscow has no intention of deploying nuclear weapons in space, claiming that the country has only developed space capabilities similar to those of the U.S.
Thomas-Greenfield said before the vote that the world is just beginning to understand "the catastrophic ramifications of a nuclear explosion in space."
It could destroy "thousands of satellites operated by countries and companies around the world -- and wipe out the vital communications, scientific, meteorological, agricultural, commercial, and national security services we all depend on," she said.
The defeated draft resolution said "the prevention of an arms race in outer space would avert a grave danger for international peace and security." It would have urged all countries carrying out activities in exploring and using outer space to comply with international law and the U.N. Charter.

    


The draft would have affirmed that countries that ratified the 1967 Outer Space Treaty must comply with their obligations not to put in orbit around the Earth "any objects" with weapons of mass destruction, or install them "on celestial bodies, or station such weapons in outer space."
The treaty, ratified by some 114 countries, including the U.S. and Russia, prohibits the deployment of "nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction" in orbit or the stationing of "weapons in outer space in any other manner."

    


The draft resolution emphasized "the necessity of further measures, including political commitments and legally binding instruments, with appropriate and effective provisions for verification, to prevent an arms race in outer space in all its aspects."
It reiterated that the U.N. Conference on Disarmament, based in Geneva, has the primary responsibility to negotiate agreements on preventing an arms race in outer space.
The 65-nation body has achieved few results and has largely devolved into a venue for countries to voice criticism of others' weapons programs or defend their own. The draft resolution would have urged the conference "to adopt and implement a balanced and comprehensive program of work."
At the March council meeting where the U.S.-Japan initiative was launched, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned that "geopolitical tensions and mistrust have escalated the risk of nuclear warfare to its highest point in decades."
He said the movie "Oppenheimer" about Robert Oppenheimer, who directed the U.S. project during World War II that developed the atomic bomb, "brought the harsh reality of nuclear doomsday to vivid life for millions around the world."
"Humanity cannot survive a sequel to Oppenheimer," the U.N. chief said.
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            1 of 9 | Attorney Tommy Hastings, third from left, speaks on behalf of his and fellow attorney Gabe Sassin's clients during a press conference, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in The Woodland, Texas. Several relatives of patients who died while waiting for a new liver said Wednesday they want to know if their loved ones were wrongfully denied a transplant by Dr. Steve Bynon, a Houston doctor accused of manipulating the waitlist to make some patients ineligible to receive a new organ. (Kirk Sides/Houston Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Niemma Mostacci is seen during a press conference, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in The Woodland, Texas. Several relatives of patients who died while waiting for a new liver said Wednesday they want to know if their loved ones were wrongfully denied a transplant by Dr. Steve Bynon, a Houston doctor accused of manipulating the waitlist to make some patients ineligible to receive a new organ. (Kirk Sides/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | Niemma Mostacci is seen during a press conference, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in The Woodland, Texas. Several relatives of patients who died while waiting for a new liver said Wednesday they want to know if their loved ones were wrongfully denied a transplant by Dr. Steve Bynon, a Houston doctor accused of manipulating the waitlist to make some patients ineligible to receive a new organ. (Kirk Sides/Houston Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
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[image: Susie Garcia, center, describes the days immediately before her son's death during a press conference, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in The Woodland, Texas. Several relatives of patients who died while waiting for a new liver said Wednesday they want to know if their loved ones were wrongfully denied a transplant by Dr. Steve Bynon, a Houston doctor accused of manipulating the waitlist to make some patients ineligible to receive a new organ. (Kirk Sides/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Several relatives of patients who died while waiting for a new liver said Wednesday they want to know if their loved ones were wrongfully denied a transplant by a Houston doctor accused of manipulating the waitlist to make some patients ineligible to receive a new organ.
Officials at Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center have said they are investigating after finding that a doctor had made "inappropriate changes" in the national database for people awaiting liver transplants. Earlier this month, the hospital halted its liver and kidney programs. 
Susie Garcia's son, Richard Mostacci, died in February 2023 after being told he was too sick for a transplant. He was 43. "We saw him slipping away, slipping away and there was nothing that we could do, and we trusted, we trusted the doctors," Garcia said at a news conference.

    


She's among family members of three patients who retained attorneys with a Houston law firm that filed for a temporary restraining order Tuesday to prevent Dr. Steve Bynon from deleting or destroying evidence. Attorney Tommy Hastings said that some interactions with Bynon had caused "concerns about maybe some personal animosities and that maybe he may have taken it out on patients."




"Again, we're very early in this investigation," Hastings said.
Hermann-Memorial's statement didn't name the doctor, but the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston, or UTHealth Houston, issued a statement defending Bynon, calling him "an exceptionally talented and caring physician" with survival rates that are "among the best in the nation." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bynon is an employee of UTHealth Houston who is contracted to Memorial Hermann. He did not respond to an email inquiry Wednesday.
The hospital has said the inappropriate changes were only made to the liver transplant program, but since he shared leadership over both the liver and kidney transplant programs, they inactivated both.

    


The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services also said it's conducting an investigation, adding it is "working across the department to address this matter." 
Neither Hermann Memorial nor UTHealth or HHS had additional comments Wednesday. 
Meanwhile, a woman using a different law firm filed a lawsuit last week in Harris County against Memorial Hermann and UTHealth alleging negligence in the death of her husband, John Montgomery, who died in May 2023 at age 66 while on the waitlist for a liver transplant. The lawsuit says that Montgomery was told he wasn't sick enough, and subsequently, that he was too sick before ultimately being taken off the list.
The death rate for people waiting for a liver transplant at Memorial Hermann was higher than expected in recent years, according to publicly available data from the Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients, which evaluates U.S. organ transplant programs. The group found that in the two-year period from July 2021 through June 2023, there were 19 deaths on the waitlist, while models would have predicted about 14 deaths. 
While the hospital's waitlist mortality rate of 28% was higher than expected "there were many liver programs with more extreme outcomes during the same period," Jon Snyder, the registry's director, said in an email. 
He said that the hospital's first-year success rates for the 56 adults who received transplants between July 2020 through December 2022 was 35% better than expected based on national outcomes.
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Key moments in the Supreme Court's latest abortion case that could change how women get care

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dueling protests were taking place outside the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington. The court was hearing arguments Wednesday over whether state abortion bans enacted after its sweeping ruling overturning Roe v. Wade can extend to medical emergencies. (AP video: Rick Gentilo, Dan Huff)
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            Supreme Court considers when doctors can provide emergency abortions in states with strict bans

        
        
            Conservative Supreme Court justices appear skeptical that state abortion bans enacted after the overturning of Roe v. Wade violate federal health care law, though some also are questioning the effects on emergency care for pregnant patients.
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    [image: Abortion rights activists rally outside the Supreme Court, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. Supreme Court heard its first test on Wednesday of state abortion bans that have been enacted since the court upended the Roe v. Wade constitutional right to abortion. While the current case involves an Idaho abortion ban, the court's ruling could have implications beyond that state.

Idaho lawmakers have banned abortion except when a mother's life is at risk. The Biden administration says the state law conflicts with a federal law requiring emergency room doctors to stabilize patients, no matter what, even if that means an abortion.

How the court will rule is uncertain. The justices could make a major ruling -- or they could rule narrowly on how Idaho's state law interacts with the federal law, the the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act ( EMTALA ).

A look at the key points in Wednesday's arguments.
POTENTIALLY FAR-REACHING IMPACT



Attorneys for both sides warned that the justices' ruling could affect women and doctors far beyond Idaho, changing how emergency rooms treat patients in many other states.

"There are 22 states with abortion laws on the books," said Attorney Joshua N. Turner, who represented Idaho. "This isn't going to end with Idaho. ... This question is going to come up in state after state."





Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar, arguing for the Biden administration, cautioned that other states could pass laws limiting how emergency rooms offer other services, which could mean trouble for more patients when they go to a hospital.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"This effectively allows states to take any particular treatment they don't want their hospitals to provide and dump those patients out of state," she warned. "And you can imagine what would happen if every state started to take this approach."

    




MEDICAL HYPOTHETICALS



Medical "what-ifs" peppered the arguments, sometimes turning personal: What if a woman's water breaks early in her pregnancy, exposing her to serious infection risk at a point when the fetus can't survive outside the womb? What if continuing the pregnancy would subject a pregnant person to organ failure, or cause permanent infertility?

Idaho's Turner told the court that those would be "very case by case" situations - a response that left Justice Amy Coney Barrett "shocked."

Barrett, one of the conservatives who voted to overturn Roe v. Wade, pressed Turner on when a prosecutor might bring charges against a doctor for providing an abortion. Experts whom Turner had cited, Barrett said, had told the court that doctors who performed abortions in those cases would be protected. 

Turner agreed and said that doctors in Idaho could use their "good faith," medical judgment but Barrett pressed him further. 

"What if the prosecutor thought differently?" Barrett asked. "What if the prosecutor thought, well, I don't think any good faith doctor could draw that conclusion."

Justice Sonia Sotomayor, part of the court's liberal minority, asked Turner to consider how the federal law requires hospitals to treat patients for more common medical emergencies, like the diabetes that she has had since childhood. 

What if, she said, the state banned treating diabetes with insulin?

"Federal law would say you can't do that,'" said Sotomayor. "Objective medically accepted standards of care require the treatment of diabetics with insulin. Idaho is saying unless the doctor can say that this person's death is likely, as opposed to serious illness, they can't perform abortion."

    




ABORTION FOR SUICIDAL PATIENTS?



Conservative Justice Samuel Alito was particularly alarmed by Idaho's argument that emergency rooms could be forced to provide abortions if a pregnant patient in mental distress demanded one. The state has only raised this as a hypothetical, and not provided an actual example of a doctor being in this position.

"Does health mean only physical health or does it also mean mental health?" Alito asked Prelogar, noting that he was trying to get her on the record about it if future incidents arise.

Prelogar said it's not the administration's view that an abortion would be provided as emergency medical care if a woman was suicidal or depressed. She said that the hospital would be required to treat such patients in other ways, dealing with their mental health episode.

"That could never lead to pregnancy termination because that is not the accepted standard of practice to treat any mental health emergency," Prelogar said.

    




THE LAW'S INTENT



Congress passed its federal law mandating that emergency rooms stabilize or treat patients in 1986, after reports that private hospitals were offloading patients - many of them without health insurance and in bad condition - on public hospitals.

Nearly 40 years later, the attorneys and justices spent some of Wednesday diving into why Congress crafted the law.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh pressed Prelogar on why the law was initially created. Idaho's officials have argued that the law was supposed to ensure patients without health insurance were treated, and should not be used as a way for the federal government to police whether doctors perform abortions in an emergency.

"The text of the statute which says in no uncertain terms, here is the fundamental guarantee: If you have an emergency medical condition and you go to an ER in this country, they have to stabilize you," Prelogar said.

But Turner raised another conundrum for the court about Congress' intent: Why would doctors be required to perform abortions when the text of the law calls on them to treat "unborn children."

"It would be a strange thing for Congress to have regard for the unborn child and yet also be mandating termination of unborn children," he told the court.

    




AN UNCLEAR RESOLUTION



It's unclear exactly where the Supreme Court will land, but the court had earlier allowed Idaho's abortion ban to be fully enforced while litigation continues.

That means at least five members of the court voted to put on hold a lower court's ruling that the federal law overrides Idaho's abortion ban in medical emergencies. So the Biden administration was facing a tough road in persuading the court to uphold that ruling.

Six conservative justices all have cast votes to limit abortion access, including five who voted less than two years ago to overturn Roe v. Wade.

Justices Neil Gorsuch, Clarence Thomas and Alito seemed most likely to side with Idaho on Wednesday. The liberal justices, Ketanji Brown Jackson, Kagan and Sotomayor were most favorable to the administration.

The outcome likely turns on the votes of the other three members of the court -- Chief Justice John Roberts and Barrett and Kavanaugh. 

Barrett and Kavanaugh voted to overturn Roe.

    



----

Boone reported from Boise, Idaho. 
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How US changes to 'noncompete' agreements and overtime pay could affect workers
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For millions of American workers, the federal government took two actions this week that could bestow potentially far-reaching benefits.
In one move, the Federal Trade Commission voted to ban noncompete agreements, which bar millions of workers from leaving their employers to join a competitor or start a rival business for a specific period of time. The FTC's move, which is already being challenged in court, would mean that such employees could apply for jobs they weren't previously eligible to seek.
In a second move, the Biden administration finalized a rule that will make millions more salaried workers eligible for overtime pay. The rule significantly raises the salary level that workers could earn and still qualify for overtime.
The new rules don't take effect immediately. And they won't benefit everyone. So what exactly would these rules mean for America's workers?

    


WHAT IS A NONCOMPETE AGREEMENT?

Noncompete agreements, which employers have deployed with greater frequency in recent years, limit an employee's ability to jump ship for a rival company or start a competing business for a stated period of time. The idea is to prevent employees from taking a company's trade secrets, job leads or sales relationships to a direct competitor, who could immediately capitalize on them. 




Many industries use noncompete agreements, often among their salespeople, said Paul Lopez, managing partner at Tripp Scott, a Florida law firm that has handled more than 100 cases involving noncompete clauses. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They're the ones out there generating leads and sales," Lopez said. "The last thing you as a business will want is for that person to go over to your competition and do the same thing."
WHO IS TYPICALLY SUBJECT TO THESE AGREEMENTS?
People may assume that noncompete agreements apply only to high-level executives in the technology or finance industries. But many lower-level workers are subject to the restrictions as well. The rules vary by state.

    


In Florida, one medical sales worker was barred by his employer from joining a competitor for 10 years -- and once he left his job, was unemployed for more than five years, said Stefanie Camfield, assistant general counsel with Engage PEO, a Florida company that handles human resources for small and medium-sized businesses.
"He was able to find another sales position in a completely different industry," Camfield said. "But the learning curve was there, so he wasn't making the same amount of money."
In another case, a company in the optical industry that had hired a sales associate was informed by his former employer that it intended to enforce a noncompete agreement. So the optical company terminated the employee, Camfield said.
"They thought they had a qualified sales associate hired and ready to get to work, and all of a sudden now they're back to square one."
WHY BAN NONCOMPETE AGREEMENTS?
Some view noncompete agreements as harmful and unfair to workers by limiting their mobility. Career opportunities are often more attractive outside an employee's current workplace. And with restrictions on the type of work they can do for a competitor, it can be hard to shift into a more suitable or lucrative position.

    


Many hiring managers, after all, most value job candidates who already have a certain level of experience in the same industry.
"A noncompete would unilaterally ban someone from getting exactly the kind of job that it's reasonable to want," said Jennifer Tosti-Kharas, a professor of organizational behavior at Babson College in Massachusetts. "To cut people off from that is overly paternalistic. It's using a really blunt instrument to limit people's mobility, when in reality there are other legal mechanisms to prevent trade secrets being disclosed."
HOW DO I KNOW IF I'M SUBJECT TO A NONCOMPETE?

People are sometimes surprised to learn that they're bound by such an agreement. They might not even find out until after they've left for a new job, and their former employer intervenes and causes them to be fired.
"When you join a company, you're so focused on the opportunity in front of you, you might not be thinking about what's that next jump," Tosti-Kharas said.

    


Experts suggest that employees consult their human resources department about any noncompete agreements that might exist. If a workplace doesn't have an HR department, an employee should ask a lawyer for the company. 
ARE TRADE SECRETS NOW LIKELY TO BE SPILLED?
There are still laws on the books that protect companies' trade secrets. The FTC decision doesn't change that. 
And the U.S. Chamber of Commerce has already filed a lawsuit against the Federal Trade Commission, calling its decision a dangerous precedent for government micromanagement of business. Lawsuits could delay any implementation of the FTC's new rule, potentially for years.
WHAT ABOUT THE NEW OVERTIME RULES?
Starting July 1, employers of all sizes will be required pay overtime -- time and a half salary after 40 hours a week -- to salaried workers who make less than $43,888 a year in certain executive, administrative and professional roles. That cap will then rise to $58,656 by the start of 2025. Previously, the cap was $35,568.

    


WHO QUALIFIES?
The Labor Department estimates that 4 million salaried workers who weren't previously eligible will qualify. Some occupations, though, including teachers, doctors and lawyers are not eligible for overtime pay and thus are not affected by the change. And some states, like California and New York, already have salary thresholds that exceed the federal level.
WHAT'S THE REACTION SO FAR?
Predictably, groups that represent companies have lined up against the new rule. Conversely, worker groups are applauding it as a necessary and long-overdue change.
The National Retail Federation argued that the new rules "curtail retailers' ability to offer the most flexible, generous and tailored benefits packages to lower-level exempt employees across the industry."
It also asserted that the new rules don't give employers adequate time to make the changes needed. And it complained that the inclusion of automatic increases "exceeds the Department's legal authority and oversteps longstanding Fair Labor Standards Act and Administrative Procedure Act principles."
On the social media site X, the AFL-CIO labor organization said the rules will "restore and extend overtime protections for hard-working Americans."
WILL THE CHANGES BE CHALLENGED IN COURT?
Almost certainly so. A 2016 effort by the Obama administration was scuttled in court just days before it was set to take effect. Because the new overtime rules won't take effect until July 1, groups have time to study the ruling before mounting a challenge.
"I would expect there will be some legal challenges," said Ted Hollis, a partner at the law firm Quarles & Brady. "When the Obama administration published its proposed rule in 2016, that was almost immediately challenged in court."
HOW SHOULD BUSINESSES PREPARE FOR THIS?
Companies of all sizes will have to reclassify workers who will now qualify for overtime pay -- and make sure they track hours and pay them properly.
Another option is to raise employees' salaries so they would remain exempt from overtime. But employers should keep in mind that two more increases are coming under the new timetable.
They'll also have to determine how they will budget for the extra pay for overtime. Small businesses will have the toughest time.
"Some are going to have to cut workers," Hollis said. "Others will have to cut hours from existing workers.
"Some are going to have to raise prices, and some probably won't be able to figure out a way to make it economically work and wind up having to shut down, unfortunately."
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                    Students at a growing number of U.S. colleges are gathering in pro-Palestinian encampments with a unified demand to end investments supporting Israel's war in Gaza.
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    [image: University of Michigan computer science junior Josh Brown, center, hands out miniature blue and white flags of Israel while standing Wednesday, April 23, 2024, in front of a banner reading "LONG LIVE THE INTIFADA," in Ann Arbor, Mich. The banner is part of a protest by students and groups demanding the Ann Arbor school divest from companies that do business with Israel. (AP Photo/Corey Williams)]
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[image: Tents erected at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: Students and press look on as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: Workers remove posters with an image of President Joe Biden reading, "International Terrorist," from a statue on the University of Minnesota campus, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Minneapolis. Student activists called for a second day of protest against Israeli military action in Gaza. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 19 | Workers remove posters with an image of President Joe Biden reading, "International Terrorist," from a statue on the University of Minnesota campus, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Minneapolis. Student activists called for a second day of protest against Israeli military action in Gaza. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 19
Workers remove posters with an image of President Joe Biden reading, "International Terrorist," from a statue on the University of Minnesota campus, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Minneapolis. Student activists called for a second day of protest against Israeli military action in Gaza. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 19 | Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 19
Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-LA) speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 19 | Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-LA) speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 19
Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-LA) speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-LA) speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 19 | Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-LA) speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 19
Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-LA) speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students and press look on as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 19 | Students and press look on as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 19
Students and press look on as Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 19 | Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 19
Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks to the media on the Lower Library steps on Columbia University's campus in New York, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: University of Southern California protesters push and shove University Public Safety officers as tempers get heated during a pro-Palestinian occupation on the University of Southern California campus Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: A University of Southern California protester, right, confronts a University Public Safety officer at the campus' Alumni Park during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: University of Southern California protesters fight with University Public Safety officers as they try to remove tents at the campus' Alumni Park during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 19 | University of Southern California protesters fight with University Public Safety officers as they try to remove tents at the campus' Alumni Park during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 19
University of Southern California protesters fight with University Public Safety officers as they try to remove tents at the campus' Alumni Park during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A University of Southern California protester is detained by USC Department of Public Safety officers during a pro-Palestinian occupation at the campus' Alumni Park on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: University of Southern California protesters carry a tents around Alumni Park on the University of Southern California to keep security from removing them during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: A University of Southern California protester is detained by USC Department of Public Safety officers during a pro-Palestinian occupation at the campus' Alumni Park on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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                                        Students at a growing number of U.S. colleges are gathering in protest encampments with a unified demand of their schools: Stop doing business with Israel -- or any companies that support its ongoing war in Gaza.
The demand has its roots in the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement, a decades-old campaign against Israel's policies toward the Palestinians. The movement has taken on new strength as the Israel-Hamas war surpasses the six-month mark and stories of suffering in Gaza have sparked international calls for a cease-fire. 
Inspired by ongoing protests and the arrests last week of more than 100 students at Columbia University, students from Massachusetts to California are now gathering by the hundreds on campuses, setting up tent camps and pledging to stay put until their demands are met. 
"We want to be visible," said Columbia protest leader Mahmoud Khalil, who noted that students at the university have been pushing for divestment from Israel since 2002. "The university should do something about what we're asking for, about the genocide that's happening in Gaza. They should stop investing in this genocide."

    


Campus protests began after Hamas' deadly Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel, when militants killed about 1,200 people, most of them civilians, and took roughly 250 hostages. During the ensuing war, Israel has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, according to the local health ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and noncombatants but says at least two-thirds of the dead are children and women.




WHAT DO THE STUDENTS WANT TO SEE HAPPEN? 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The students are calling for universities to separate themselves from any companies that are advancing Israel's military efforts in Gaza -- and in some cases from Israel itself.
Protests on many campuses have been orchestrated by coalitions of student groups, often including local chapters of organizations such as Students for Justice in Palestine and Jewish Voice for Peace. They're banding together as umbrella groups, such as MIT's Coalition Against Apartheid and the University of Michigan's Tahrir Coalition.

    


The groups largely act independently, though there has been some coordination. After students at Columbia formed their encampment last week, they held a phone call with about 200 other people interested in starting their own camps. But mostly it has happened spontaneously, with little collaboration between campuses, organizers said.
The demands vary from campus to campus. Among them: 
-- Stop doing business with military weapons manufacturers that are supplying arms to Israel. 
-- Stop accepting research money from Israel for projects that aid the country's military efforts. 
-- Stop investing college endowments with money managers who profit from Israeli companies or contractors.
-- Be more transparent about what money is received from Israel and what it's used for. 
Student governments at some colleges in recent weeks have passed resolutions calling for an end to investments and academic partnerships with Israel. Such bills were passed by student bodies at Columbia, Harvard Law, Rutgers and American University.

    


HOW ARE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES RESPONDING? 
Officials at several universities say they want to have a conversation with students and honor their right to protest. But they also are echoing the concerns of many Jewish students that some of the demonstrators' words and actions amount to antisemitism -- and they say such behavior won't be tolerated.
Sylvia Burwell, president of American University, rejected a resolution from the undergraduate senate to end investments and partnerships with Israel.
"Such actions threaten academic freedom, the respectful free expression of ideas and views, and the values of inclusion and belonging that are central to our community," Burwell said in a statement.
Burwell cited the university's "longstanding position" against the decades-old BDS movement.
Protesters in the movement have drawn parallels between Israel's policy in Gaza -- a tiny strip of land tucked between Israel, Egypt and the Mediterranean Sea that is home to about 2.3 million Palestinians -- to apartheid in South Africa. Israel imposed an indefinite blockade of Gaza after Hamas seized control of the strip in 2007. 

    


Opponents of BDS say its message veers into antisemitism. In the past decade alone, more than 30 states have enacted laws or directives blocking agencies from hiring companies that support the movement. Former Education Secretary Betsy DeVos called it a "pernicious threat" in 2019, saying it fueled bias against Jews on U.S. campuses.
Asked this week whether he condemned "the antisemitic protests," President Joe Biden said he did. "I also condemn those who don't understand what's going on with the Palestinians," Biden said after an Earth Day event Monday.
At Yale, where dozens of student protesters were arrested Monday, President Peter Salovey noted in a message to campus that, after hearing from students, the university's Advisory Committee on Investor Responsibility had recommended against divesting from military weapons manufacturers.

    


President Minouche Shafik at Columbia said there should be "serious conversations" about how the university can help in the Middle East. But "we cannot have one group dictate terms," she said in a statement Monday.
MIT said in a statement that the protesters have "the full attention of leadership, who have been meeting and talking with students, faculty, and staff on an ongoing basis."
HOW MUCH MONEY ARE THE SCHOOLS RECEIVING?
On many campuses, students pushing for divestment say they don't know the extent of their colleges' connections to Israel. Universities with large endowments spread their money across a vast array of investments, and it can be difficult or impossible to identify where it all lands.
The U.S. Education Department requires colleges to report gifts and contracts from foreign sources, but there have been problems with underreporting, and colleges sometimes dodge reporting requirements by steering money through separate foundations that work on their behalf.
According to an Education Department database, about 100 U.S. colleges have reported gifts or contracts from Israel totaling $375 million over the past two decades. The data tells little about where the money comes from, however, or how it was used.
Some students at MIT have published the names of several researchers who accept money from Israel's defense ministry for projects that the students say could help with drone navigation and missile protection. All told, pro-Palestinian students say, MIT has accepted more than $11 million from the defense ministry over the past decade. 
MIT officials didn't respond to an emailed request for comment.
"MIT is directly complicit with all of this," said sophomore Quinn Perian, a leader of a Jewish student group that is calling for a cease-fire in the Israel-Hamas war. He said there's growing momentum to hold colleges accountable for any role they play in supporting Israel's military.
"We're all drawing from the same fire," he said. "They're forcing us, as students, to be complicit in this genocide."
Motivated by the Columbia protests, students at the University of Michigan were camping out on a campus plaza Tuesday demanding an end to financial investments with Israel. They say the school sends more than $6 billion to investment managers who profit from Israeli companies or contractors. They also cited investments in companies that produce drones or warplanes used in Israel, and in surveillance products used at checkpoints into Gaza.
University of Michigan officials said that they have no direct investments with Israeli companies, and that indirect investments made through funds amount to a fraction of 1% of the university's $18 billion endowment. The school rejected calls for divestment, citing a nearly 20-year-old policy "that shields the university's investments from political pressures."
WHAT'S NEXT FOR THE STUDENTS?
Students at Harvard and Yale are demanding greater transparency, along with their calls for divestment.
Transparency was one of the key demands at Emerson College, where 80 students and other supporters occupied a busy courtyard on the downtown Boston campus Tuesday. 
Twelve tents sporting slogans including "Free Gaza" or "No U.S. $ For Israel" lined the entrance to the courtyard, with sleeping bags and pillows peeking out through the zippered doors.
Students sat cross-legged on the brick paving stones typing away on final papers and reading for exams. The semester ends in a couple of weeks.
"I would love to go home and have a shower," said Owen Buxton, a film major, "but I will not leave until we reach our demands or I am dragged out by police."
___
The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Supreme Court appears skeptical that state abortion bans conflict with federal health care law

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dueling protests were taking place outside the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington. The court was hearing arguments Wednesday over whether state abortion bans enacted after its sweeping ruling overturning Roe v. Wade can extend to medical emergencies. (AP video: Rick Gentilo, Dan Huff)
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    [image: Abortion-rights activists rally outside the Supreme Court, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Abortion rights activists, covered in blankets with red paint, lie down as they rally outside the Supreme Court, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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    Follow the AP's live coverage of arguments in the Supreme Court


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Conservative Supreme Court justices appeared skeptical Wednesday that state abortion bans enacted after the overturning of Roe v. Wade violate federal health care law, though some also questioned the effects on emergency care for pregnant patients. 
The case marks the first time the Supreme Court has considered the implications of a state ban since overturning the nationwide right to abortion. It comes from Idaho, which is among 14 states that now ban abortion at all stages of pregnancy with very limited exceptions. 
The high court has already allowed the state ban to go into effect, even in medical emergencies, and it was unclear whether members of the conservative majority were swayed by the Biden administration's argument that federal law overrides the state in rare emergency cases where a pregnant patient's health is at serious risk. 

    


The closely watched case tests how open the court is to carving out limited exceptions to state abortion bans. Their ruling, expected by late June, will also affect a similar case in Texas and could have wide implications amid a spike in complaints that pregnant women have been turned away from emergency rooms care since Roe was overturned.




The Biden administration says abortion care must be allowed in those cases under a law that requires hospitals accepting Medicare to provide emergency care regardless of patients' ability to pay. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Justice Samuel Alito, who wrote the decision overturning Roe v. Wade, was doubtful. "How can you impose restrictions on what Idaho can criminalize, simply because hospitals in Idaho have chosen to participate in Medicare?" Alito said. 
Idaho contends its ban does have exceptions for life-saving abortions, and the administration wants to wrongly expand the times when it's allowed to turn hospitals into "abortion enclaves."
But liberal justices detailed cases of pregnant women hemorrhaging or having to undergo hysterectomies after abortion care was denied or delayed in states with bans.

    


"Within these rare cases, there's a significant number where the woman's life is not in peril, but she's going to lose her reproductive organs. She's going to lose the ability to have children in the future unless an abortion takes place," said Justice Elena Kagan.
Conservative Justice Amy Coney Barrett, meanwhile, said she was "kind of shocked" that an attorney for Idaho appeared to hedge when asked whether the state would allow abortions in cases like those. Attorney Joshua N. Turner responded that doctors can use their "good faith" medical judgment under Idaho's life-saving exception, but Barrett continued to press: "What if the prosecutor thinks differently?" 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Turner acknowledged that a doctor could face a criminal case in that situation. Performing an abortion outside of limited exceptions in Idaho is a felony punishable by up to five years in prison. 
Most Republican-controlled states have started enforcing new bans or restrictions since Roe was overturned, and Turner said those laws all have narrower exceptions than the federal law.

    


"This isn't going to end with Idaho. This question is going to come up in state after state," he said. 
Doctors have said Idaho's abortion ban has already affected emergency care. More women whose conditions are typically treated with abortions must now be flown out of state for care, since doctors must wait until they are close to death to provide terminations within the bounds of state law.
Abortion opponents say doctors have mishandled maternal emergency cases, and argue the Biden administration overstates health care woes to undermine state abortion laws.
The justices also heard another abortion case this term seeking to restrict access to abortion medication. It remains pending, though the justices overall seemed skeptical of the push.
The Justice Department originally brought the case against Idaho, arguing the state's abortion law conflicts with the 1986 Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act, known as EMTALA. It requires hospitals that accept Medicare to provide emergency care to any patient regardless of their ability to pay. Nearly all hospitals accept Medicare. 

    


A federal judge initially sided with the administration and ruled that abortions were legal in medical emergencies. After the state appealed, the Supreme Court allowed the law to go fully into effect in January.
The audience was sparse inside the court, with several benches empty or sparingly used. But outside, dueling protesters gathered with signs such as "Abortion saves lives," from one side of the crowd and "Emergency rooms are not abortion clinics" from abortion opponents.
___ Associated Press writers Gary Fields and Mark Sherman contributed to this report.
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New federal rule would bar 'noncompete' agreements for most employees

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Federal Trade Commission building is seen, Jan. 28, 2015, in Washington. U.S. companies would no longer be able to bar employees from taking jobs with competitors under a rule approved by the FTC on Tuesday, April 23, 2024, though the rule seems sure to be challenged in court. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. companies would no longer be able to bar employees from taking jobs with competitors under a rule approved by a federal agency Tuesday, though the rule is sure to be challenged in court. 
The Federal Trade Commission voted Tuesday 3-2 to ban measures known as noncompete agreements, which bar workers from jumping to or starting competing companies for a prescribed period of time. According to the FTC, 30 million people -- roughly one in five workers -- are now subject to such restrictions. 
The Biden administration has taken aim at noncompete measures, which are commonly associated with high-level executives at technology and financial companies but in recent years have also ensnared lower-paid workers, such as security guards and sandwich-shop employees. A 2021 study by the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis found that more than one in 10 workers who earn $20 or less an hour are covered by noncompete agreements.

    


When it proposed the ban in January 2023, FTC officials asserted that noncompete agreements harm workers by reducing their ability to switch jobs for higher pay, a step that often provides most workers with their biggest pay increases. By reducing overall churn in the job market, the agency argued, the measures also disadvantage workers who aren't covered by them because fewer jobs become available as fewer people leave their positions. They can also hurt the economy overall by limiting the ability of other businesses to hire needed employees, the FTC said.




The rule, which doesn't apply to workers at non-profits, is to take effect in four months unless it is blocked by legal challenges. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Noncompete clauses keep wages low, suppress new ideas and rob the American economy of dynamism," FTC Chair Lina Khan said. "We heard from employees who, because of noncompetes, were stuck in abusive workplaces."
Some doctors, she added, have been prevented from practicing medicine after leaving practices. 

    


Business groups have criticized the measure as casting too wide a net by blocking nearly all noncompetes. They argue that highly paid executives are often able to win greater pay in return for accepting a noncompete.
"It'll represent a sea change," said Amanda Sonneborn, a partner at King & Spalding in Chicago who represents employers that use noncompetes. "They don't want somebody to go to a competitor and take their customer list or take their information about their business strategy to that competitor."
But Alexander Hertel-Fernandez, a professor at Columbia University who is a former Biden administration Labor Department official, argued that lower-income workers don't have the ability to negotiate over such provisions. 
"When they get their job offer," he said, "it's really a take-it-or-leave-it-as-a-whole," he said. 
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce said Tuesday that it will file a lawsuit to block the rule. It accused the FTC of overstepping its authority. 
"Noncompete agreements are either upheld or dismissed under well-established state laws governing their use," said Suzanne Clark, the chamber's CEO. "Yet today, three unelected commissioners have unilaterally decided they have the authority to declare what's a legitimate business decision and what's not by moving to ban noncompete agreements in all sectors of the economy." 

    


Two Republican appointees to the FTC, Melissa Holyoak and Andrew Ferguson, voted against the proposal. They asserted that the agency was exceeding its authority by approving such a sweeping rule.
Noncompete agreements are banned in three states, including California, and some opponents of noncompetes argue that California's ban has been a key contributor to that state's innovative tech economy.
John Lettieri, CEO of the Economic Innovation Group, a tech-backed think tank, argues that the ability of early innovators to leave one company and start a competitor was key to the development of the semiconductor industry.
"The birth of so many important foundational companies could not have happened, at least not in the same way or on the same timeline and definitely not in the same place, had it not been for the ability of entrepreneurs to spin out, start their own companies, or go to a better company," Lettieri said. 

    


The White House has been stepping up its efforts to protect workers as the presidential campaign heats up. On Tuesday, the Labor Department issued a rule that would guarantee overtime pay for more lower-paid workers. The rule would increase the required minimum salary level to exempt an employee from overtime pay, from about $35,600 currently to nearly $43,900 effective July 1 and $58,700 by Jan. 1, 2025. 
Companies will be required to pay overtime for workers below those thresholds who work more than 40 hours a week.
"This rule will restore the promise to workers that if you work more than 40 hours in a week, you should be paid more for that time," said Acting Labor Secretary Julie Su. 
___
This story has been updated to correct to the spelling of the Columbia professor's last name. It's Alexander Hertel-Fernandez, not Alexander Hertzel-Fernandez. 
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Biden says the US is rushing weaponry to Ukraine as he signs a $95 billion war aid measure into law

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Calling it "a good day for world peace," President Joe Biden signed into law the $95 billion war aid measure that includes assistance for Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and other allies, marking an end to the long, painful battle with Republicans in Congress.
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            Biden signs $95 billion war aid bill with critical assistance for Ukraine, Israel

        
        
            Calling it "a good day for world peace," President Joe Biden signed into law the $95 billion war aid measure that includes assistance for Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and other allies, marking an end to the long, painful battle with Republicans in Congress.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Biden signs $95 billion war aid bill with critical assistance for Ukraine, Israel
Calling it "a good day for world peace," President Joe Biden signed into law the $95 billion war aid measure that includes assistance for Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and other allies, marking an end to the long, painful battle with Republicans in Congress.
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            Senate overwhelmingly passes aid for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan with big bipartisan vote

        
        
            The Senate has passed $95 billion in war aid to Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan, sending the legislation to President Joe Biden after months of delays and debate over how involved the United States should be in foreign wars.
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The Senate has passed $95 billion in war aid to Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan, sending the legislation to President Joe Biden after months of delays and debate over how involved the United States should be in foreign wars.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden said Wednesday that he was immediately rushing badly needed weaponry to Ukraine as he signed into law a $95 billion war aid measure that also included assistance for Israel, Taiwan and other global hot spots.
The announcement marked an end to the long, painful battle with Republicans in Congress over urgently needed assistance for Ukraine, with Biden promising that U.S. weapons shipment would begin making the way into Ukraine "in the next few hours."
"We rose to the moment, we came together, and we got it done," Biden said a White House event to announce the bill signing. "Now we need to move fast, and we are."
But significant damage has been done to the Biden administration's effort to help Ukraine repel Russia's invasion during the funding impasse that dates back to August, when the Democratic president made his first emergency spending request for Ukraine. Even with a burst of new weapons and ammunition, it's unlikely Ukraine will immediately recover after months of setbacks. 

    


Biden immediately approved sending Ukraine $1 billion in military assistance, the first installment from about $61 billion allocated for Ukraine. The package includes air defense capabilities, artillery rounds, armored vehicles and other weapons to shore up Ukrainian forces who have seen morale sink as Russian President Vladimir Putin has racked up win after win.




Meanwhile, Ukraine for the first time has begun using long-range ballistic missiles provided secretly by the United States, bombing a Russian military airfield in Crimea last week and Russian forces in another occupied area overnight, American officials confirmed Wednesday. The U.S. is providing more of the Army Tactical Missile System, known as ATACMS, in the new military package, according to one official who was not authorized to comment and spoke on the condition of anonymity.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Still, longer term, it remains uncertain if Ukraine, after months of losses and massive damage to its infrastructure, can make enough progress to sustain American political support before burning through the latest influx of money. 

    


White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan cautioned that even as new U.S. aid flows into Ukraine, it's possible that Russia will continue to make tactical gains in the weeks ahead.
"The fact is that it's going to take some time for us to dig out of the hole that was created by six months of delay," he said.
Tucked into the measure is a provision that gives TikTok's Beijing-based parent company, ByteDance, nine months to sell it or face a nationwide prohibition in the United States. The administration and a bipartisan group of lawmakers have called the social media site a growing national security concern, which ByteDance denies.
The bill includes about $26 billion in aid for Israel and about $1 billion in humanitarian relief for Palestinians in Gaza as the Israel-Hamas war continues. Biden said Israel must ensure the humanitarian aid for Palestinians in bill reaches the Hamas-controlled territory "without delay."

    


House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., delayed the aid package for months as members of his party's far right wing, including Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia and Thomas Massie of Kentucky, threatened to move to oust him if he allowed a vote to send more assistance to Ukraine. Those threats persist.
Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, has complained that European allies have not done enough for Ukraine. While the former president stopped short of endorsing the funding package, his tone has shifted in recent days, acknowledging that Ukraine's survival is important to the United States.
Many European leaders have long been nervous that a second Trump term would mean decreased U.S. support for Ukraine and NATO. The European anxiety was heightened in February when Trump in a campaign speech warned NATO allies that he "would encourage" Russia to "do whatever the hell they want" to countries that don't meet defense spending goals if he returns to the White House. 

    


It was a key moment in the debate over Ukraine spending. NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg quickly called out Trump for putting "American and European soldiers at increased risk." But in reality, the White House maneuvering to win additional funding for Ukraine started months earlier. 
Biden, the day after returning from a trip to Tel Aviv following Hamas militants' Oct. 7 attack on Israel, used a prime-time address to make his pitch for the funding.
At the time, the House was in chaos because the Republican majority had been unable to select a speaker to replace Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., who had been ousted weeks earlier at the urging of restive legislators on the right.
Far-right Republicans have adamantly opposed sending more money for Ukraine, with the war appearing to have no end in sight. Biden in August requested more than $20 billion to keep aid flowing into Ukraine, but the money was stripped out of a must-pass spending bill.

    


By late October, Republicans finally settled on Johnson, a low-profile Louisiana Republican whose thinking on Ukraine was opaque, to serve as the next speaker. Biden during his congratulatory call with Johnson urged him to quickly pass Ukraine aid and began a monthslong, largely behind-the-scenes effort to bring the matter to a vote.
In private conversations with Johnson, Biden and White House officials leaned into the stakes for Europe if Ukraine were to fall to Russia. On explicit orders from Biden, White House officials also avoided directly attacking Johnson over the stalled aid. 
Biden praised Johnson and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., saying in the end they "stepped up and did the right thing." 
"History will remember this moment," he said.
At frustrating moments during the negotiations, Biden urged his aides to "just keep talking, keep working," according to a senior administration official, who insisted on anonymity to discuss internal discussions.
So they did. In a daily meeting convened by White House chief of staff Jeff Zients, the president's top aides would brainstorm possible ways to better make the case about Ukraine's dire situation in the absence of aid.
The White House also sought to accommodate Johnson and his various asks. For instance, administration officials at the speaker's request briefed Reps. Chip Roy, R-Texas, and Ralph Norman, R-S.C., two conservatives who were persistent antagonists of Johnson.
In public, the administration deployed a strategy of downgrading intelligence that demonstrated Russia's efforts to tighten its ties with U.S. adversaries China, North Korea and Iran to fortify Moscow's defense industrial complex and get around U.S. and European sanctions.
The $61 billion can help triage Ukrainian forces, but Kyiv will need much more for a fight that could last years, military experts say. 
Realistic goals for the months ahead for Ukraine -- and its allies -- include avoiding the loss of major cities, slowing Russia's momentum and getting to Kyiv additional weaponry that could help them go on the offensive in 2025, said Bradley Bowman, a defense strategy and policy analyst at the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies in Washington.
"I think Ukrainian success is not guaranteed," Bowman said, "but Russian success is if we stop supporting Ukraine."
Biden lamented that the package did not include money to bolster U.S. border security. The White House had proposed including in the package provisions it said would have helped stem the tide of migrants and asylum seekers coming to the U.S. Republicans, however, rejected the proposal at the urging of Trump, who did not want to give Biden the win on an issue that's been an albatross for the Democratic administration.
___
Associated Press writers Lolita C. Baldor, Haleluya Hadero, Mary Clare Jalonick and Darlene Superville contributed to this report.
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                    Calling it "a good day for world peace," President Joe Biden signed into law the $95 billion war aid measure that includes assistance for Ukraine, Israel, Taiwan and other allies, marking an end to the long, painful battle with Republicans in Congress.
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    [image: In this image provided by the U.S. Army, U.S. Army Sgt. Ian Ketterling, gunner for Alpha Battery, 1st Battalion, 3rd Field Artillery Regiment, 17th Field Artillery Brigade, prepares the crane for loading the Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) on to the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) in Queensland, Australia, July 26, 2023. U.S. officials say Ukraine for the first time has begun using long-range ballistic missiles, called ATACMS, striking a Russian military airfield in Crimea and Russian troops in another occupied area overnight. (Sgt. 1st Class Andrew Dickson/U.S. Army via AP)]
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[image: FILE - In this image provided by the U.S. Army, soldiers, from the 3rd Battalion, 321st Field Artillery Regiment of the 18th Field Artillery Brigade out of Fort Bragg N.C., conduct live fire testing at White Sands Missile Range, N.M., on Dec. 14, 2021, of early versions of the Army Tactical Missile System. U.S. officials say Ukraine for the first time has begun using long-range ballistic missiles, striking a Russian military airfield in Crimea and Russian troops in another occupied area overnight. The strikes come about a month after the U.S. secretly provided the weapons so that Ukraine could strike targets up to 190 miles away. (John Hamilton/U.S. Army via AP, file)]
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[image: In this image provided by the U.S. Army U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Jimmy Lerma, crew chief for Alpha Battery, 1st Battalion, 3rd Field Artillery Regiment, 17th Field Artillery Brigade, adjusts the Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) for loading on to the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) at Williamson Airfield in Queensland, Australia, on July 26, 2023. U.S. officials say Ukraine for the first time has begun using long-range ballistic missiles, called ATACMS, striking a Russian military airfield in Crimea and Russian troops in another occupied area overnight. (Sgt. 1st Class Andrew Dickson/U.S. Army via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A Ukrainian national flag waves over the center of Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city, Feb. 16, 2022. U.S. officials say Ukraine for the first time has begun using long-range ballistic missiles, striking a Russian military airfield in Crimea and Russian troops in another occupied area overnight. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov, File)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks before signing a $95 billion Ukraine aid package that also includes support for Israel, Taiwan, and other allies, in the State Dining Room of the White House, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Ukraine for the first time has begun using long-range ballistic missiles provided secretly by the United States, bombing a Russian military airfield in Crimea last week and Russian forces in another occupied area overnight, American officials said Wednesday.
Long sought by Ukrainian leaders, the new missiles give Ukraine nearly double the striking distance -- up to 300 kilometers (190 miles) -- that it had with the mid-range version of the weapon that it received from the U.S. last October. 
"We've already sent some, we will send more now that we have additional authority and money," White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan said. The additional ATACMS were included in a new military aid package signed by President Joe Biden on Wednesday.
Biden approved delivery of the long-range Army Tactical Missile System, known as ATACMS, in February, and then in March the U.S. included a "significant" number of them in a $300 million aid package announced, officials said. 

    


U.S. officials would not provide the exact number of missiles given last month or in the latest aid package, which totals about $1 billion.
Ukraine has been forced to ration its weapons and is facing increasing Russian attacks. Ukraine had been begging for the long-range system because the missiles provide a critical ability to strike Russian targets that are farther away, allowing Ukrainian forces to stay safely out of range. 





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Information about the delivery was kept so quiet that lawmakers and others in recent days have been demanding that the U.S. send the weapons -- not knowing they were already in Ukraine. 
For months, the U.S. resisted sending Ukraine the long-range missiles out of concern that Kyiv could use them to hit deep into Russian territory, enraging Moscow and escalating the conflict. That was a key reason the administration sent the mid-range version, with a range of about 160 kilometers (roughly 100 miles), in October instead.

    


Adm. Christopher Grady, vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Wednesday that the White House and military planners looked carefully at the risks of providing long-range fires to Ukraine and determined that the time was right to provide them now.
He told The Associated Press in an interview that long-range weapons will help Ukraine take out Russian logistics nodes and troop concentrations that are not on the front lines. Grady declined to identify what specific weapons were being provided but said they will be "very disruptive if used properly, and I'm confident they will be." 
Like many of the other sophisticated weapons systems provided to Ukraine, the administration weighed whether their use would risk further escalating the conflict. The administration is continuing to make clear that the weapons cannot be used to hit targets inside Russia. At the State Department, spokesman Vedant Patel said Wednesday that Biden directed his national security team to send the ATACMS specifying that they be used inside Ukrainian sovereign territory.

    


"I think the time is right, and the boss (Biden) made the decision the time is right to provide these based on where the fight is right now," Grady said Wednesday. "I think it was a very well considered decision, and we really wrung it out -- but again, any time you introduce a new system, any change -- into a battlefield, you have to think through the escalatory nature of it."
Ukrainian officials haven't publicly acknowledged the receipt or use of long-range ATACMS. But in thanking Congress for passing the new aid bill Tuesday, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy noted on the social platform X that "Ukraine's long-range capabilities, artillery and air defense are extremely important tools for the quick restoration of a just peace."
One U.S. official said the Biden administration warned Russia last year that if Moscow acquired and used long-range ballistic missiles in Ukraine, Washington would provide the same capability to Kyiv. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to talk about internal discussions.

    


Russia got some of those weapons from North Korea and has used them on the battlefield in Ukraine, said the official, prompting the Biden administration to greenlight the new long-range missiles.
The U.S. had refused to confirm that the long-range missiles were given to Ukraine until they were actually used on the battlefield and Kyiv leaders approved the public release. One official said the weapons were used early last week to strike the airfield in Dzhankoi, a city in Crimea, a peninsula that Russia seized from Ukraine in 2014. They were used again overnight east of the occupied city of Berdyansk.
Videos on social media last week showed the explosions at the military airfield, but officials at the time would not confirm it was the ATACMS.
"These strikes proved -- once again -- that Ukraine can notch battlefield victories when given the right tools," said Sen. Roger Wicker of Mississippi, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee who has long pressed the administration to send the long-range weapons. 

    


Ukraine's first use of the weapon came as political gridlock in Congress had delayed approval of a $95 billion foreign aid package for months, including funding for Ukraine, Israel and other allies. Facing acute shortages of artillery and air defense systems, Ukraine has been rationing its munitions as U.S. funding was delayed.
With the war now in its third year, Russia used the delay in U.S. weapons deliveries and its own edge in firepower and personnel to step up attacks across eastern Ukraine. It has increasingly used satellite-guided gliding bombs -- dropped from planes from a safe distance -- to pummel Ukrainian forces beset by a shortage of troops and ammunition.
The mid-range missiles provided last year, and some of the long-range ones sent more recently, carry cluster munitions that open in the air when fired, releasing hundreds of bomblets rather than a single warhead. Others sent recently have a single warhead.
One critical factor in the February decision to send the weapons was the U.S. Army's ability to begin replacing the older ATACMS. The Army is now buying the Precision Strike Missile, so is more comfortable taking ATACMS off the shelves to provide to Ukraine, the official said.
At the White House, Sullivan said the administration "has worked relentlessly to address those concerns" and stocks are now coming off the production line and the ATACMS can be sent without hurting U.S. military readiness.
___
Associated Press writers Ellen Knickmeyer and Aamer Madhani contributed to this report.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- About one-quarter of U.S. adults age 50 and older who are not yet retired say they expect to never retire and 70% are concerned about prices rising faster than their income, an AARP survey finds.
About 1 in 4 have no retirement savings, according to research released Wednesday by the organization that shows how a graying America is worrying more and more about how to make ends meet even as economists and policymakers say the U.S. economy has all but achieved a soft landing after two years of record inflation. 
Everyday expenses and housing costs, including rent and mortgage payments, are the biggest reasons why people are unable to save for retirement.
The data will matter this election year as Democratic President Joe Biden and Republican rival Donald Trump are trying to win support from older Americans, who traditionally turn out in high numbers, with their policy proposals.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: More than 1 in 4 US adults over age 50 say they expect to never retire, an AARP study finds.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on older adults who don't see themselves retiring, ever.

    


    


The AARP's study, based on interviews completed with more than 8,000 people in coordination with the NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, finds that one-third of older adults with credit card debt carry a balance of more than $10,000 and 12% have a balance of $20,000 or more. Additionally, 37% are worried about meeting basic living costs such as food and housing. 




"Far too many people lack access to retirement savings options and this, coupled with higher prices, is making it increasingly hard for people to choose when to retire," said Indira Venkateswaran, AARP's senior vice president of research. "Everyday expenses continue to be the top barrier to saving more for retirement, and some older Americans say that they never expect to retire."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The share of people 50 and older who say they do not expect to retire has remained steady. It was 23% in January 2022 and 24% that July, according to the study, which is conducted twice a year
"We are seeing an expansion of older workers staying in the workforce," said David John, senior strategic policy advisor at the AARP Public Policy Institute. He said this is in part because older workers "don't have sufficient retirement savings. It's a problem and its likely to continue as we go forward."

    


Based on the 2022 congressional elections, census data released Tuesday shows that voters 65 and older made up 30.4% of all voters, while Gen Z and millennials accounted for 11.7%.
Biden has tried to court older voters by regularly promoting a $35 price cap on insulin for people on Medicare. He trumpets Medicare's powers to negotiate directly with drugmakers on the cost of prescription medications. 
Trump, in an interview with CNBC in March, indicated he would be open to cuts to Social Security and Medicare. The former president said "there is a lot you can do in terms of entitlements, in terms of cutting."
Karoline Leavitt, press secretary for Trump's campaign, said in a statement to The Associated Press on Tuesday that Trump "will continue to strongly protect Social Security and Medicare in his second term."
In the AARP survey, 33% of respondents 50 and older believe their finances will be better in a year. 

    


A looming issue that will affect Americans' ability to retire is the financial health of Social Security and Medicare. 
The latest annual report from the program's trustees says the financial safety nets for millions of older Americans will run short of money to pay full benefits within the next decade.
Medicare, the government-sponsored health insurance that covers 65 million older and disabled people, will be unable to pay full benefits for inpatient hospital visits and nursing home stays by 2031, the report forecast. And just two years later, Social Security will not have enough cash on hand to pay out full benefits to its 66 million retirees.
An AP-NORC poll from March 2023 found that most U.S. adults are opposed to proposals that would cut into Medicare or Social Security benefits, and a majority support raising taxes on the nation's highest earners to keep Medicare running as is.
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    [image: Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., walks to the chamber as the Senate prepares to advance the $95 billion aid package for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan passed by the House, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, April 23, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- For Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell and House Speaker Mike Johnson, the necessity of providing Ukraine with weapons and other aid as it fends off Russia's invasion is rooted in their earliest and most formative political memories.
McConnell, 82, tells the story of his father's letters from Eastern Europe in 1945, at the end of World War II, when the foot soldier observed that the Russians were "going to be a big problem" before the communist takeover to come. Johnson, 30 years younger, came of age as the Cold War was ending.
As both men pushed their party this week to support a $95 billion aid package that sends support to Ukraine, as well as Israel, Taiwan and humanitarian missions, they labeled themselves "Reagan Republicans" an described the fight against Russian President Vladimir Putin in terms of U.S. strength and leadership. But the all-out effort to get the legislation through Congress left both of them grappling with an entirely new Republican Party shaped by former President Donald Trump.

    


While McConnell, R-Ky., and Johnson, R-La., took different approaches to handling Trump, the presumptive White House nominee in 2024, the struggle highlighted the fundamental battle within the GOP: Will conservatives continue their march toward Trump's "America First" doctrine on foreign affairs or will they find the value in standing with America's allies? And is the GOP still the party of Ronald Reagan?




"I think we're having an internal debate about that," McConnell said in an interview with The Associated Press. "I'm a Reagan guy and I think today -- at least on this episode -- we turned the tables on the isolationists."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Still, he acknowledged, "that doesn't mean they're going to go away forever."
McConnell, in the twilight of his 18-year tenure as Republican leader, lauded a momentary victory Tuesday as a healthy showing of 31 Republicans voted for the foreign aid; that was nine more than had supported it in February. He said that was a trend in the right direction.

    


McConnell, who has been in the Senate since 1985, said passing the legislation was "one of the most important things I've ever dealt with where I had an impact."
But it wasn't without cost. 
He said last month he would step away from his job as leader next year after internal clashes over the money for Ukraine and the direction of the party.
For Johnson, just six months into his job as speaker, the political crosscurrents are even more difficult. He is clinging to his leadership post as right-wing Republicans threaten to oust him for putting the aid to Ukraine to a vote. While McConnell has embraced American leadership abroad his entire career, Johnson only recently gave complete support to the package.
Johnson has been careful not to portray passage as a triumph when a majority of his own House Republicans opposed the bill. He skipped a celebratory news conference afterward, describing it as "not a perfect piece of legislation" in brief remarks. 
But he also borrowed terms popularized by Reagan, saying aggression from Russia, China and Iran "threatens the free world and it demands American leadership."

    


"If we turn our backs right now, the consequences could be devastating," he said.
Hard-line conservatives, including some who are threatening a snap vote on his leadership, are irate, saying the aid was vastly out of line with what Republican voters want. They condemned both Johnson and McConnell for supporting it.
"House Republican leadership sold out Americans and passed a bill that sends $95 billion to other countries," said Republican Sen. Tommy Tuberville of Alabama, who opposed the bill. He said the legislation "undermines America's interests abroad and paves our nation's path to bankruptcy."
Johnson has been lauded by much of Washington for doing what he called "the right thing" at a perilous moment for himself and the world.
"He is fundamentally an honorable person," said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., who brokered the negotiations and spent hours on the phone and in meetings with Johnson, McConnell and the White House.

    


Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, said Johnson and McConnell "both showed great resolve and backbone and true leadership at a time it was desperately needed."
When McConnell began negotiations over President Joe Biden's initial aid request last year, he quickly set the terms for a deal. He and Schumer agreed to pair any aid for Ukraine with help for Israel, Schumer said, and McConnell demanded policy changes at the U.S. border with Mexico.
On McConnell's mind, he said, was that Trump was "unenthusiastic" about providing more aid to Kyiv. Yet McConnell, whose office displays a portrait of every Republican president since Reagan with the exception of Trump, had a virtually nonexistent relationship with the man he often refers to not by name, but simply as "the former president."

    


Still, Trump would prove to hold powerful sway. When a deal on border security neared completion after months of work, Trump eviscerated the proposal as insufficient and a "gift" to Biden's reelection. Conservatives, including Johnson, rejected it out of hand.
With the border deal dead, McConnell pushed ahead with Schumer on the foreign aid, with the border policies stripped out, solidifying their unusual alliance. The Senate leaders met weekly throughout the negotiation.
"We disagreed on a whole lot, but we really stuck together," Schumer said.
"We just persisted. We could not give up on this."
Meanwhile, a small group of GOP senators began working on an idea they thought could give Johnson some political wiggle room. Sens. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, Kevin Cramer of North Dakota and Markwayne Mullin of Oklahoma took an idea that Trump had raised -- structuring the aid to Ukraine as a loan -- and tried to make it reality. 
Through a series of phone calls with Trump, several House members, as well as the speaker, they worked to structure roughly $9 billion in economic aid for Ukraine as forgivable loans -- just as it was in the final package.
"Our approach this time was to make sure that the politics were set, meaning that President Trump is on board," Mullin said.
The conversations culminated in Johnson making a quick jaunt to Florida, where he stood side by side with Trump at his Florida club just days before moving ahead with the Ukraine legislation in the House.
It was all enough, with Democratic help, to get the bill across the finish line. The legislation, which Biden signed into law on Wednesday, included some revisions from the Senate bill, including the loan structure and a provision to seize frozen Russian central bank assets to rebuild Ukraine. Nine GOP senators who had opposed the first version of the bill swung to "yes" largely because of the changes Johnson had made. 
The result was a strong showing for the foreign aid in the Senate, even though the decision could prove costly for Johnson. 
What comes next on Ukraine is anyone's guess. 
While the $61 billion for Ukraine in the package is expected to help the country withstand Moscow's offensive this year, more assistance will surely be needed. Republicans, exhausted after a grueling fight, largely shrugged off questions about the future.
"This one wasn't easy," Mullin said.
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More US aid will help Ukraine avoid defeat in its war with Russia. Winning is another matter

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Soldiers carry the coffins of two Ukrainian army sergeants during their funeral in Lviv, Ukraine, Tuesday, April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: The body of a woman killed by Russian bombardment in Chernihiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ribbons with the colors of the European Union and Ukraine are attached to a tree next to memorial wall of Ukrainian soldiers killed during the war in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A woman rallies to raise awareness on the fate of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Kyiv, Ukraine, Sunday, April 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | A woman rallies to raise awareness on the fate of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Kyiv, Ukraine, Sunday, April 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Davyd Arakhamia, a lawmaker with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's Servant of the People party, talks during an interview with Associated Press in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A volunteer makes a camouflage net at a facility producing material for Ukrainian soldiers in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, April 22, 2024. A newly approved package of $61 billion in U.S. aid may prevent Ukraine from losing its war against Russia. But winning it will be a long slog. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: From left, U.S. representatives Nathaniel Moran, R-Tx, Tom Kean Jr, R-NJ, Bill Keating, D-Mass, and Madeleine Deane, D-Pa, talk to journalists during a joint news conference outside Saint Michael cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, April 22, 2024. A newly approved package of $61 billion in U.S. aid may prevent Ukraine from losing its war against Russia. But winning it will be a long slog. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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        More US aid will help Ukraine avoid defeat in its war with Russia. Winning is another matter
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[image: The body of a woman killed by Russian bombardment in Chernihiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ribbons with the colors of the European Union and Ukraine are attached to a tree next to memorial wall of Ukrainian soldiers killed during the war in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A woman rallies to raise awareness on the fate of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Kyiv, Ukraine, Sunday, April 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | A woman rallies to raise awareness on the fate of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Kyiv, Ukraine, Sunday, April 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7
A woman rallies to raise awareness on the fate of Ukrainian prisoners of war in Kyiv, Ukraine, Sunday, April 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Davyd Arakhamia, a lawmaker with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's Servant of the People party, talks during an interview with Associated Press in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: A volunteer makes a camouflage net at a facility producing material for Ukrainian soldiers in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, April 22, 2024. A newly approved package of $61 billion in U.S. aid may prevent Ukraine from losing its war against Russia. But winning it will be a long slog. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- A big, new package of U.S. military aid will help Ukraine avoid defeat in its war with Russia. Winning will still be a long slog.
The arms and ammunition in the $61 billion military aid package should enable Ukraine to slow the Russian army's bloody advances and block its strikes on troops and civilians. And it will buy Ukraine time -- for long-term planning about how to take back the fifth of the country now under Russian control.
"Ultimately it offers Ukraine the prospect of staying in the war this year," said Michael Clarke, visiting professor in war studies at King's College London. "Sometimes in warfare you've just got to stay in it. You've just got to avoid being rolled over."
The U.S. House of Representatives approved the package on Saturday after months of delays by some Republicans wary of U.S. involvement overseas. It was passed by the Senate on Tuesday, and President Joe Bidensigned it into law on Wednesday.

    


The difference could be felt within days on the front line in eastern and southern Ukraine, where Russia's much larger army has been slowly taking territory against massively outgunned Ukrainian forces.
The aid approval means Ukraine may be able to release artillery ammunition from dwindling stocks that it has been rationing. More equipment will come soon from American stocks in Poland and Germany, and later from the U.S.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The first shipments are expected to arrive by the beginning of next week, said Davyd Arakhamia, a lawmaker with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's Servant of the People party.
But opposition lawmaker Vadym Ivchenko, a member of the Ukrainian parliament's National Security, Defense and Intelligence Committee, said logistical challenges and bureaucracy could delay shipments to Ukraine by two to three months, and it would be even longer before they reach the front line.

    


While details of the shipments are classified, Ukraine's most urgent needs are artillery shells to stop Russian troops from advancing, and anti-aircraft missiles to protect people and infrastructure from missiles, drones and bombs.
What's coming first is not always what front-line commanders need most, said Arakhamia, the Ukrainian lawmaker. He said that even a military giant like the U.S. does not have stockpiles of everything.
"The logic behind this first package was, you (the U.S.) finds our top priorities and then you see what you have in the warehouses," Arakhamia said. "And sometimes they do not match."
Hope for future breakthroughs for Ukraine still hangs on more timely deliveries of Western aid, lawmakers acknowledge.
Many experts believe that both Ukraine and Russia are exhausted by two years of war and won't be able to mount a major offensive -- one capable of making big strategic gains -- until next year.
Still, Russia is pushing forward at several points along the 1,000-kilometer (600-mile) front, using tanks, wave after wave of infantry troops and satellite-guided gliding bombs to pummel Ukrainian forces. Russia is also hitting power plants and pounding Ukraine's second-largest city, Kharkiv, which is only about 30 kilometers (some 20 miles) from the Russian border. 

    


Ivchenko said the goal for Ukraine's forces now is to "hold the line" until the bulk of new supplies arrive by mid-summer. Then, they can focus on trying to recapture territory recently lost in the Donetsk region. 
"And probably ... at the end of summer we'll see some movement, offensive movement of the Ukrainian armed forces," he said.
Some military experts doubt Ukraine has the resources to mount even small offensives very soon.
The U.S. funding "can probably only help stabilize the Ukrainian position for this year and begin preparations for operations in 2025," said Matthew Savill, director of military sciences at the Royal United Services Institute, a think tank.
In the best-case scenario for Ukraine, the American aid will give commanders time to reorganize and train its army -- applying lessons learned from its failed summer 2023 offensive. It may also galvanize Ukraine's allies in Europe to increase aid.

    


"So this just wasn't about Ukraine and the United States, this really affected our entire 51-country coalition," said U.S. Congressman Bill Keating, a Democrat who visited Kyiv on Monday as part of a four-member congressional delegation.
Zelenskyy insists Ukraine's war aim is to recapture all its territory from Russia -- including Crimea, seized illegally in 2014. Even if the war ultimately ends through negotiation, as many experts believe, Ukraine wants to do that from as strong a position as possible.
Whatever happens on the battlefield, Ukraine still faces variables beyond its control.
Former U.S. President Donald Trump, who seeks to retake the White House in the November election, has said he would end the war within days of taking office. And the 27-nation Europe Union includes leaders like Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico, who have opposed arming Ukraine.

    


Ukraine's allies have held back from supplying some arms out of concern about escalation or depleting their own stocks. Ukraine says that to win the war it needs longer-range missiles it could use for potentially game-changing operations such as cutting off occupied Crimea, where's Russia's Black Sea fleet is based.
Ukraine especially wants a longer-range version of Army Tactical Missile Systems, known as ATACMS, from the U.S., along with Taurus cruise missiles from Germany. Both governments have resisted calls to send them because they are capable of striking targets deep within Russian territory.
The new bill authorizes Biden to send Ukraine ATACMS that have a range of some 300 kilometers (190 miles) "as soon as practicable." 
On Wednesday, American officials revealed that the U.S. already secretly transferred a number of the longer-range missiles to Ukraine last month, and they were used for the first time last week to strike an airfield in occupied Crimea. The officials spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the delivery before it became public.
Meanwhile, Russia is using its advantage in troops and weapons to push back Ukrainian forces, perhaps seeking to make maximum gains before Ukraine's new supplies arrive.
For weeks it has pummeled the small eastern city of Chasiv Yar, suffering heavy losses. Britain's Ministry of Defense says 900 Russian troops are being killed or injured a day in the war.
Capturing the strategically important hill town would allow them to move toward Sloviansk and Kramatorsk, key cities Ukraine controls in the eastern region of Donetsk. It would be a significant win for Russian President Vladimir Putin, who Western officials say is bent on toppling Ukraine's pro-Western government.
Russian pressure was aimed not just at gaining territory, but on undermining Zelenskyy and bolstering critics who say his war plan is failing, said Clarke of King's College London.
The U.S. aid package decreases the likelihood of a political crisis in Ukraine, and U.S. Speaker Mike Johnson deserves credit for pushing it through Congress, he said.
"He held history in his hands," Clarke said.
___
This story has been updated to correct Orban's title, the Slovak prime minister's name and that the British estimate of daily Russian losses is for the war, not one battle.
___
Associated Press writers Lolita C. Baldor and Tara Copp contributed from Washgington.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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It began with defiance at Columbia. Now students nationwide are upping their Gaza war protests

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The turmoil sweeping universities across the United States continues as dozens of student protesters faced charges, new encampments arose and some colleges allowed students to stay home and learn online.
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            Dozens arrested at NYU pro-Palestinian protest

        
        
            Students protests over Israel's war with Hamas have been spreading in New York and nationwide, with police taking 133 protesters into custody late Monday after a protest at New York University. (AP video: Noreen Nasir/Production: Vanessa A. Alvarez)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Dozens arrested at NYU pro-Palestinian protest
Students protests over Israel's war with Hamas have been spreading in New York and nationwide, with police taking 133 protesters into custody late Monday after a protest at New York University. (AP video: Noreen Nasir/Production: Vanessa A. Alvarez)
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            A pro-Palestinian encampment grows on the campus of the University of Michigan

        
        
            A pro-Palestinian encampment at the center of the University of Michigan's campus in Ann Arbor grew inside what has been labeled the "Liberated Zone" (AP video: Joey Cappelletti)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        A pro-Palestinian encampment grows on the campus of the University of Michigan
A pro-Palestinian encampment at the center of the University of Michigan's campus in Ann Arbor grew inside what has been labeled the "Liberated Zone" (AP video: Joey Cappelletti)
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            Protests roiling U.S. colleges escalate with arrests, new encampments and closures

        
        
            The turmoil sweeping universities across the United States continues as dozens of student protesters faced charges, new encampments arose and some colleges allowed students to stay home and learn online.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Protests roiling U.S. colleges escalate with arrests, new encampments and closures
The turmoil sweeping universities across the United States continues as dozens of student protesters faced charges, new encampments arose and some colleges allowed students to stay home and learn online.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    9
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Police in Riot gear stand guard as demonstrators chant slogans outside the Columbia University campus, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in New York. U.S. colleges and universities are preparing for end-of-year commencement ceremonies with a unique challenge: providing safety for graduates while honoring the free speech rights of students involved in protests over the Israel-Hamas war. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: Students protest at an encampment outside the Kresge Auditorium on the campus of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters gather near an encampment set up in front of Sproul Hall on the campus of the University of California, Berkeley in Berkeley, Calif., Tuesday, April 23, 2024. The Israel-Hamas war protests creating friction at universities across the United States escalated Tuesday as some colleges encouraged students to attend classes remotely and dozens faced charges after setting up tents on campuses and ignoring official requests to leave. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)]
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[image: New York City Police Department officers arrest pro-Palestinian protesters outside a student-led encampment at New York University on Monday night, April 22, 2024, in New York. The protest and encampment was set up to demand the university divest from weapons manufacturers and the Israeli government. (AP Photo/Noreen Nasir)]
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters gather in front of Sproul Hall on the campus of the University of California, Berkeley in Berkeley, Calif., Tuesday, April 23, 2024. The Israel-Hamas war protests creating friction at universities across the United States escalated Tuesday as some colleges encouraged students to attend classes remotely and dozens faced charges after setting up tents on campuses and ignoring official requests to leave. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)]
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[image: A sign sits erected at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York, Monday, April 22, 2024. U.S. colleges and universities are preparing for end-of-year commencement ceremonies with a unique challenge: providing safety for graduates while honoring the free speech rights of students involved in protests over the Israel-Hamas war. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: NYPD officers from the Strategic Response Group form a wall of protection around Deputy Commissioner of Legal Matters Michael Gerber and Deputy Commissioner of Operations Kay Daughtry, not in the picture, during a press conference regarding the ongoing pro-Palestinians protest encampment at Columbia University in New York on Monday, April 22, 2024. U.S. colleges and universities are preparing for end-of-year commencement ceremonies with a unique challenge: providing safety for graduates while honoring the free speech rights of students involved in protests over the Israel-Hamas war. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: Students protest at an encampment on the campus of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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Students protest at an encampment on the campus of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Cambridge, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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[image: New York City Police Department officers arrest pro-Palestinian protesters outside a student-led encampment at New York University on Monday, April 22, 2024, in New York. The protest and encampment was set up to demand the university divest from weapons manufacturers and the Israeli government. The NYPD said 133 protesters were taken into custody on Monday, and all have been released with summonses to appear in court on disorderly conduct charges. (AP Photo/Noreen Nasir)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- What began last week when Columbia University students refused to end their protest against Israel's war with Hamas had turned into a much larger movement by Tuesday as students across the nation set up encampments, occupied buildings and ignored demands to leave.
Protests had been bubbling for months but kicked into a higher gear after more than 100 pro-Palestinian demonstrators who had camped out on Columbia's upper Manhattan campus were arrested Thursday. Dozens more protesters have been arrested at other campuses since, and many now face charges of trespassing or disorderly conduct.
With tensions at Columbia continuing to run high and some students afraid to set foot on the campus, officials said the Ivy League school will switch to hybrid learning for the rest of the semester, which will be finished by the end of next week.

    


At nearby New York University, police said 133 protesters were taken into custody late Monday and all had been released with summonses to appear in court on disorderly conduct charges. New York City Mayor Eric Adams said police officers were hit with bottles and other objects at some of this week's protests. 




In Connecticut, police arrested 48 protesters -- four of them not students -- Monday at Yale University, after they refused to leave an encampment on a plaza at the center of campus.
Yale President Peter Salovey said protesters had declined an offer to end the demonstration and meet with trustees. After several warnings, school officials determined "the situation was no longer safe," so police cleared the encampment and made arrests.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the Midwest on Tuesday, a demonstration at the center of the University of Michigan campus had grown to nearly 40 tents, and nine anti-war protesters at the University of Minnesota were arrested after police took down an encampment in front of the library. Hundreds rallied to the Minnesota campus in the afternoon to demand their release.

    


On the West Coast, California State Polytechnic University, Humboldt, announced that its campus would be closed through Wednesday after demonstrators occupied a building Monday night. Three protesters were arrested. Classes were to be conducted remotely, the school said on its website.
Since the war in Gaza began, colleges and universities have struggled to balance safety with free speech rights. Many long tolerated protests but are now doling out more heavy-handed discipline.
Harvard University in Massachusetts has tried to stay a step ahead of protests by locking most gates into its famed Harvard Yard and limiting access to those with school identification. The school has also posted signs that warn against setting up tents or tables on campus without permission.
Literature Ph.D. student Christian Deleon said he understood why the Harvard administration may be trying to avoid protests but said there still has to be a place for students to express what they think.
"We should all be able to use these kinds of spaces to protest, to make our voices heard," he said.

    


Ben Wizner, a lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union, said college leaders faced extremely tough decisions because they had a responsibility to ensure people could express their views, even when others found them offensive.
"But they also need to protect students from targeted harassment, threats and intimidation," he said. "And sometimes that line can seem like a gray one." 
The New York Civil Liberties Union cautioned universities against being too quick to call in law enforcement in a statement Tuesday.
"Officials should not conflate criticism of Israel with antisemitism or use hate incidents as a pretext to silence political views they oppose," said Donna Lieberman, the group's executive director.
Leo Auerbach, a student at the University of Michigan, said the differing stances on the war hadn't led to his feeling unsafe on campus but he has been fearful of the "hateful rhetoric and antisemitic sentiment being echoed."
"If we're trying to create an inclusive community on campus, there needs to be constructive dialogue between groups," Auerbach said. "And right now, there's no dialogue that is occurring."

    


At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, physics senior Hannah Didehbani said protesters were inspired by those at Columbia.
"Right now there are several professors on campus who are getting direct research funding from Israel's ministry of defense," she said. "We've been calling for MIT to cut those research ties."
Protesters at the University of California, Berkeley, which had an encampment of about 30 tents Tuesday, were also inspired by Columbia's demonstrators, "who we consider to be the heart of the student movement," said law student Malak Afaneh.
Columbia President Minouche Shafik said in a message to the school community Monday that she was "deeply saddened" by what was happening on the campus, where some Jewish students say the criticism of Israel has veered into antisemitism.

    


U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson planned a trip to visit Jewish students at the university on Wednesday and address antisemitism on college campuses in a press conference.
Columbia has a history of protest, most notably in 1968, when hundreds of students angry about racism and the Vietnam War occupied five campus buildings. After a week, a thousand police officers swept in and cleared them out, making 700 arrests. The Associated Press reported at the time that 100 students and 15 police officers were injured.
Campus protests began after Hamas' deadly attack on southern Israel, when militants killed about 1,200 people, most of them civilians, and took roughly 250 hostages. During the ensuing war, Israel has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, according to the local health ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and noncombatants but says at least two-thirds of the dead are children and women.
___
This story was first published on April 23, 2024. It was updated on April 24, 2024, to correct the number of arrests at Yale University. University officials now say there were 48 arrests total, four of them not students, instead of 60 arrests total, including 47 students.
___
Perry reported from Meredith, New Hampshire. Associated Press writers Will Weissert in Triangle, Virginia; Larry Lage in Ann Arbor, Michigan; Steve LeBlanc in Cambridge, Massachusetts; Dave Collins in Hartford, Connecticut; Jim Salter in O'Fallon, Missouri; Haven Daley in San Francisco; and John Antczak in Los Angeles contributed to this report.
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Rush hour chaos in London as 5 military horses run amok after getting spooked during exercise

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    London police have contained two horses that were seen running around loose without riders in the heart of the U.K. capital on Wednesday morning. 
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    [image: Two horses on the loose bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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[image: A white horse on the loose bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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[image: A white horse on the loose bolts through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Five military horses spooked by noise from a building site bolted during routine exercises on Wednesday near Buckingham Palace, threw off four riders and caused chaos as they galloped loose through central London streets and collided with vehicles during the busy morning rush hour.
The commotion erupted when the horses from the Household Cavalry, which were conducting an extended exercise for an upcoming military parade, presumably became alarmed by the sound of concrete falling off a moving walkway at a construction site in Belgravia, a swanky neighborhood just to the west of the palace.
Five of the seven horses ran off and four soldiers were thrown off. Three of them were hospitalized with injuries. None of them were deemed to be life-threatening.
The horses -- minus their riders -- then ran through main roads in central London, hitting vehicles and stunning commuters as they headed to work. The horses were all captured shortly after and are back at the barracks in Hyde Park undergoing medical tests.

    


Witnesses saw one of the loose animals crashing into a taxi waiting outside the Clermont Hotel nearby, shattering windows. Another of the animals crashed into a tour bus, smashing the windshield.
Pictures and videos shared widely across social media show two of the horses -- one white, one black -- running at speed down Aldwych, in between London's historic financial center and the busy West End theater district.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The white horse's face and legs were soaked in blood. A British Army spokesperson was not able to confirm what caused the injury. 
Megan Morra, who was on her way to work, told the BBC that she saw the striking image of the white horse with a head injury.
"There was a lot of blood," she said. "I was a bit distressed to be honest, looking at the poor horse."
The horses are from the Household Cavalry, the ceremonial guard of the monarch and a feature of state functions in London. 

    


The extent of the injuries the horses suffered were not immediately known.
In a video statement on X, formerly Twitter, Matt Woodward, Commanding Officer of the Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment, said around 150 horses are exercised every morning in parks and on the roads to keep them fit and get them used to the surroundings and the noise so they are less easily panicked during parades.
"This morning, however, a small group of horses were spooked by some construction works on a quiet side road in Belgravia where building materials were dropped from height right next to them," he said.
"Thankfully, considering the frequency of exercise and numbers of horses involved, this type of incident is extremely rare," Woodward added., He thanked the emergency responders and members of the public for reacting quickly.
"This enabled swift treatment of our soldiers and helped bring our injured horses to safety," he added.
The London Ambulance Service said it treated four people across three separate incidents in the space of 10 minutes after the incident erupted around 8:30 a.m. 
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She was too sick for a traditional transplant. So she received a pig kidney and a heart pump

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Doctors have transplanted a pig kidney into a New Jersey woman who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (AP Video: Shelby Lum)
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    [image: Lisa Pisano looks at photos of her dog after her surgeries at NYU Langone Health in New York on Monday, April 22, 2024. Doctors transplanted a pig kidney into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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[image: In this photo provided by NYU Langone Health, surgeons operate on Lisa Pisano at the hospital in New York on April 12, 2024. Doctors transplanted a pig kidney into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (Joe Carrotta/NYU Langone Health via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by NYU Langone Health, a surgeon lifts the gene-edited pig kidney out of Lisa Pisano's abdomen to check its function at the hospital in New York on April 12, 2024. Doctors transplanted the organ into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (Joe Carrotta/NYU Langone Health via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by NYU Langone Health, a gene-edited pig kidney with thymus is removed from its transport container to be prepared for transplantation at the hospital in New York on April 12, 2024. Doctors transplanted a pig kidney into a patient, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (Joe Carrotta/NYU Langone Health via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by NYU Langone Health, surgeons lower a gene-edited pig kidney into Lisa Pisano's abdomen at the hospital in New York on April 12, 2024. Doctors transplanted the organ into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (Joe Carrotta/NYU Langone Health via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by NYU Langone Health, surgeons work during the implantation of a gene-edited pig kidney for Lisa Pisano at the hospital in New York on April 12, 2024. Doctors transplanted a pig kidney into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (Joe Carrotta/NYU Langone Health via AP)]
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[image: Lisa Pisano looks at photos of her dog after her surgeries at NYU Langone Health in New York on Monday, April 22, 2024. Doctors transplanted a pig kidney into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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[image: Lisa Pisano steps back into her bed while recovering from her surgeries at NYU Langone Health in New York on Monday, April 22, 2024. Doctors transplanted a pig kidney into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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[image: This family photo shows Lisa Pisano, right, and her daughter, Brittany Harvill. In April 2024, doctors transplanted a pig kidney into Pisano, who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also included a fix for her failing heart. (Courtesy NYU Langone Health via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Doctors have transplanted a pig kidney into a New Jersey woman who was near death, part of a dramatic pair of surgeries that also stabilized her failing heart.
Lisa Pisano's combination of heart and kidney failure left her too sick to qualify for a traditional transplant, and out of options. Then doctors at NYU Langone Health devised a novel one-two punch: Implant a mechanical pump to keep her heart beating and days later transplant a kidney from a genetically modified pig.




Pisano is recovering well, the NYU team announced Wednesday. She's only the second patient ever to receive a pig kidney -- following a landmark transplant last month at Massachusetts General Hospital - and the latest in a string of attempts to make animal-to-human transplantation a reality.
This week, the 54-year-old grasped a walker and took her first few steps.

    


"I was at the end of my rope," Pisano told The Associated Press. "I just took a chance. And you know, worst case scenario, if it didn't work for me, it might have worked for someone else and it could have helped the next person."
Dr. Robert Montgomery, director of NYU Langone Transplant Institute, recounted cheers in the operating room as the organ immediately started making urine.
"It's been transformative," Montgomery said of the experiment's early results.
But "we're not off the hook yet," cautioned Dr. Nader Moazami, the NYU cardiac surgeon who implanted the heart pump.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"With this surgery I get to see my wife smile again," Pisano's husband Todd said Wednesday.
Other transplant experts are closely watching how the patient fares.
"I have to congratulate them," said Dr. Tatsuo Kawai of Mass General, who noted that his own pig kidney patient was healthier overall going into his operation than NYU's patient. "When the heart function is bad, it's really difficult to do a kidney transplant."

    


THE PIG ORGAN QUEST
More than 100,000 people are on the U.S. transplant waiting list, most who need a kidney, and thousands die waiting. In hopes of filling the shortage of donated organs, several biotech companies are genetically modifying pigs so their organs are more humanlike, less likely to be destroyed by people's immune system.
NYU and other research teams have temporarily transplanted pig kidneys and hearts into brain-dead bodies, with promising results. Then the University of Maryland transplanted pig hearts into two men who were out of other options, and both died within months.
Mass General's pig kidney transplant last month raised new hopes. Kawai said Richard "Rick" Slayman experienced an early rejection scare but bounced back enough to go home earlier this month and still is faring well five weeks post-transplant. A recent biopsy showed no further problems.
A COMPLEX CASE AT NYU
Pisano is the first woman to receive a pig organ -- and unlike with prior xenotransplant experiments, both her heart and kidneys had failed. She went into cardiac arrest and had to be resuscitated before the experimental surgeries. She'd gotten too weak to even play with her grandchildren. "I was miserable," the Cookstown, New Jersey, woman said.

    


A failed heart made her ineligible for a traditional kidney transplant. But while on dialysis, she didn't qualify for a heart pump, called a left ventricular assist device or LVAD, either. 
"It's like being in a maze and you can't find a way out," Montgomery explained -- until the surgeons decided to pair a heart pump with a pig kidney.
TWO SURGERIES IN EIGHT DAYS 
With emergency permission from the Food and Drug Administration, Montgomery chose an organ from a pig genetically engineered by United Therapeutics Corp. so its cells don't produce a particular sugar that's foreign to the human body and triggers immediate organ rejection.
Plus a tweak: The donor pig's thymus gland, which trains the immune system, was attached to the donated kidney in hopes that it would help Pisano's body tolerate the new organ.
Surgeons implanted the LVAD to power Pisano's heart on April 4, and transplanted the pig kidney on April 12. There's no way to predict her long-term outcome but she's shown no sign of organ rejection so far, Montgomery said. And in adjusting the LVAD to work with her new kidney, Moazami said doctors already have learned lessons that could help future care of heart-and-kidney patients.

    


Special "compassionate use" experiments teach doctors a lot but it will take rigorous studies to prove if xenotransplants really work. What happens with Pisano and Mass General's kidney recipient will undoubtedly influence FDA's decision to allow such trials. United Therapeutics said it hopes to begin one next year.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: FILE - Light from the setting sun falls on the Hudson Yards neighborhood in the borough of Manhattan in New York City, as seen from the Weehawken Pier in Weehawken, New Jersey, on Wednesday, March 22, 2023. New Jersey is incentivizing taxpayers who work from home for New York based employers to sue New York in court for taxing their wages. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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[image: Former New Jersey State Senator Steve Oroho poses for a portrait on Friday, March 22, 2024, in Jersey City, N.J. roho pushed as a legislator to address the issue of New Jersey taxpayers being taxed by New York. He said he's skeptical of New Jersey's commitment to the effort, which puts the financial onus of a potentially lengthy and expensive legal challenge on the individual taxpayer. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie)]
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[image: FILE - People wait to drive through the Holland Tunnel into New York City during morning rush hour traffic in Jersey City, New Jersey, on Wednesday, March 8, 2023. New Jersey is incentivizing taxpayers who work from home for New York based employers to sue New York in court for taxing their wages. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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[image: FILE - A subway approaches an above ground station in the Brooklyn borough of New York with the New York City skyline in the background, June 21, 2017. New Jersey is incentivizing taxpayers who work from home for New York based employers to sue New York in court for taxing their wages. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)]
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                                        HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -- Telecommuting, a pandemic-era novelty that has become a permanent alternative for many people, has some Connecticut and New Jersey employees of New York-based companies questioning why they still have to pay personal income tax to the Empire State.
Their home states are wondering as well.
Fed up with losing out on hundreds of millions of dollars in tax revenue each year, New Jersey is now offering a state tax credit to residents who work from home and successfully appeal their New York tax assessment. Connecticut is considering a similar measure.
The Garden State's bounty -- a rebate worth roughly half a person's refund of income taxes they paid to New York for the 2020-2023 period -- has been claimed so far by one winning litigant since the state made the offer in July, according to the state's Division of Taxation. That taxpayer received a $7,797.02 refund for their efforts. Officials hope that person's windfall will encourage others to follow suit.

    


Another New Jersey resident who is taking up the state's offer is Open Weaver Banks, a tax attorney who prefers working from home to braving an "awful" commute into the Big Apple. She's also filed one of a growing number of similar challenges.




"The process of doing the refund and the appeal isn't all that intimidating to me," said Banks, a tax partner at Hodgson Russ LLP. "I'm on New Jersey's team here. I would like to see more residents doing this. I think they have a really fair point."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

New York requires out-of-state commuters who work for New York-based companies to pay New York income taxes, even if they've stopped physically going in to the office most days a week, unless they can satisfy very strict requirements for what constitutes a bona fide home office. 
A home office near a specialized track to test new cars, for example, might qualify if it couldn't be replicated in New York. But a worker with specialized scientific equipment set up in their home that could be duplicated over the border would still have to pay, according to a memorandum from the New York State Department of Taxation.

    


When the nature of work was upended in 2020, New York should have "softened" these requirements, Banks said. "And they didn't. They are just standing by and fighting the claims."
Both neighboring states have implemented "retaliatory" tax rules that affect New Yorkers who work remotely for Connecticut or New Jersey-based companies, but these workforces are far smaller and their overall tax payments don't make up the difference. 
Out-of-state taxpayers paid New York nearly $8.8 billion in 2021 in taxes, roughly 15% of the state's total income tax revenues, according to the Citizens Budget Commission in New York. Of that, $4.3 billion came from New Jersey taxpayers and $1.5 billion from Connecticut taxpayers. 
It's unclear how much of that was earned at home. But out-of-state employees of New York-based companies who work remotely are increasingly appealing their tax bills, Amanda Hiller, the acting commissioner and general counsel for the New York Department of Taxation and Finance, told state legislators recently.

    


Hiller acknowledged that New York's decades-old policy, known as a "convenience of the employer rule," has created a financial burden for New Jersey and Connecticut, which provide tax credits to their residents for the income taxes they've paid New York so they are not double-taxed.
New Jersey's Division of Taxation said the state's long-term goal is to have New York's rule overturned entirely, something that will likely require a taxpayer's legal challenge to succeed before the U.S. Supreme Court. That could be a tall order: New Hampshire tried to sue Massachusetts for temporarily collecting income tax from roughly 80,000 of its residents who worked from home during the pandemic, and the Supreme Court rejected the complaint without comment. 
Officials in New Jersey estimate it could reap as much as $1.2 billion annually if residents working from home for New York companies are taxed at home. Connecticut could recoup about $200 million, its officials say.

    


Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont has proposed an initiative similar to New Jersey's that needs final legislative approval. It's unclear, however, whether it can pass before the session ends May 8.
"We think it's an unconstitutional overreach by the state of New York," Jeffrey Beckham, secretary of Connecticut's state budget office, said recently. "We think our residents should be paying tax to us and they'd be paying at a lower rate."
Indeed, the top marginal state income tax rate, as of Jan. 1, for individuals in New York is 10.90%. Connecticut's top rate is 6.99% and New Jersey's is 10.75%, according to the Tax Foundation.
"An awful lot of people are hurt by these laws," said Edward Zelinsky, a Connecticut resident, tax law expert and professor at Yeshiva University's Cardozo School of Law in New York City. "While New York and other states like to pretend that these are wealthy people, the people who are most hurt by this rule are often people of modest income, middle income, people who can't afford lawyers."

    


Zelinksy has been trying, so far without success, to challenge New York's tax rule for about 20 years, including a pending case over the income he earned working from home while his school was closed due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
A small number of states, including Arkansas, Delaware, Nebraska and Pennsylvania, have tax rules similar to New York's. New Jersey and Pennsylvania have a reciprocal income tax agreement.
Andrew Sidamon-Eristoff, who is in the unique position of being the former New Jersey state treasurer and a former New York commissioner of taxation and finance, believes eventually the right litigant will "get it before the right court to challenge it."
But former New Jersey state Sen. Steven Oroho, an accountant who commuted for nearly two decades into New York City and who pushed as a legislator to address the inequity, said he's skeptical of New Jersey's commitment to the effort, which puts the financial onus of a potentially lengthy and expensive legal challenge on the individual taxpayer. 
"New York is very, very aggressive and unfortunately, in my view," said Oroho. "New Jersey has been extremely passive." 
___
Associated Press Writer Mike Catalini in Trenton, N.J. contributed to this story.
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What a TikTok ban in the US could mean for you

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Senate passed legislation Tuesday that would force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform under the threat of a ban. Here's what to know.
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    [image: FILE - A TikTok content creator, sits outside the U.S. Capitol, April 23, 2024, in Washington. TikTok is gearing up for a legal fight against a U.S. law that would force the social media platform to break ties with its China-based parent company or face a ban. A battle in the courts will almost certainly be backed by Chinese authorities as the bitter U.S.-China rivalry threatens the future of a wildly popular way for young Americans to connect online. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, file)]
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[image: A TikTok content creator, speaks to reporters outside the U.S. Capitol, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Washington, as Senators prepare to consider legislation that would force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform under the threat of a ban, a contentious move by U.S. lawmakers. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Jennifer Gay, a TikTok content creator, sits outside the U.S. Capitol, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Washington as Senators prepare to consider legislation that would force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform under the threat of a ban, a contentious move by U.S. lawmakers. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: FILE - The TikTok Inc. building is seen in Culver City, Calif., March 17, 2023. The House has passed legislation Saturday, April 20, 2024, to ban TikTok in the U.S. if its China-based owner doesn't sell its stake, sending it to the Senate as part of a larger package of bills that would send aid to Ukraine and Israel. House Republicans' decision to add the TikTok bill to the foreign aid package fast-tracked the legislation after it had stalled in the Senate. The aid bill is a priority for President Joe Biden that has broad congressional support. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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                                        No, TikTok will not suddenly disappear from your phone. Nor will you go to jail if you continue using it after it is banned. 
After years of attempts to ban the Chinese-owned app, including by former President Donald Trump, a measure to outlaw the popular video-sharing app has won congressional approval and is on its way to President Biden for his signature. The measure gives Beijing-based parent company ByteDance nine months to sell the company, with a possible additional three months if a sale is in progress. If it doesn't, TikTok will be banned. 
So what does this mean for you, a TikTok user, or perhaps the parent of a TikTok user? Here are some key questions and answers. 
WHEN DOES THE BAN GO INTO EFFECT?
The original proposal gave ByteDance just six months to divest from its U.S. subsidiary, negotiations lengthened it to nine. Then, if the sale is already in progress, the company will get another three months to complete it. 

    


So it would be at least a year before a ban goes into effect -- but with likely court challenges, this could stretch even longer, perhaps years. TikTok has seen some success with court challenges in the past, but it has never sought to prevent federal legislation from going into effect. 




WHAT IF I ALREADY DOWNLOADED IT?
TikTok, which is used by more than 170 million Americans, most likely won't disappear from your phone even if an eventual ban does take effect. But it would disappear from Apple and Google's app stores, which means users won't be able to download it. This would also mean that TikTok wouldn't be able to send updates, security patches and bug fixes, and over time the app would likely become unusable -- not to mention a security risk. 
BUT SURELY THERE ARE WORKAROUNDS?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Teenagers are known for circumventing parental controls and bans when it comes to social media, so dodging the U.S. government's ban is certainly not outside the realm of possibilities. For instance, users could try to mask their location using a VPN, or virtual private network, use alternative app stores or even install a foreign SIM card into their phone. 

    


But some tech savvy is required, and it's not clear what will and won't work. More likely, users will migrate to another platform -- such as Instagram, which has a TikTok-like feature called Reels, or YouTube, which has incorporated vertical short videos in its feed to try to compete with TikTok. Often, such videos are taken directly from TikTok itself. And popular creators are likely to be found on other platforms as well, so you'll probably be able to see the same stuff. 
"The TikTok bill relies heavily on the control that Apple and Google maintain over their smartphone platforms because the bill's primary mechanism is to direct Apple and Google to stop allowing the TikTok app on their respective app stores," said Dean Ball, a research fellow with the Mercatus Center at George Mason University. "Such a mechanism might be much less effective in the world envisioned by many advocates of antitrust and aggressive regulation against the large tech firms."
SHOULD I BE WORRIED ABOUT USING TIKTOK?
Lawmakers from both parties -- as well as law enforcement and intelligence officials -- have long expressed concerns that Chinese authorities could force ByteDance to hand over data on the 170 million Americans who use TikTok. The worry stems from a set of Chinese national security laws that compel organizations to assist with intelligence gathering - which ByteDance would likely be subject to - and other far-reaching ways the country's authoritarian government exercises control.

    


Data privacy experts say, though, that the Chinese government could easily get information on Americans in other ways, including through commercial data brokers that sell or rent personal information.
Lawmakers and some administration officials have also expressed concerns that China could - potentially - direct or influence ByteDance to suppress or boost TikTok content that are favorable to its interests. TikTok, for its part, has denied assertions that it could be used as a tool of the Chinese government. The company has also said it has never shared U.S. user data with Chinese authorities and won't do so if it's asked.
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A conservative quest to limit diversity programs gains momentum in states

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The sign above the door to the Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging inside the main administration building on the main University of Kansas campus is seen on Friday, April 12, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. A conservative quest to limit diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives is gaining momentum in state capitals and college governing boards, with officials in about one-third of the states now taking some sort of action against it. (AP Photo/John Hanna, File)]
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[image: FILE - Students walk down Jayhawk Boulevard, the main street through the main University of Kansas campus, Friday, April 12, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. A conservative quest to limit diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives is gaining momentum in state capitals and college governing boards, with officials in about one-third of the states now taking some sort of action against it. (AP Photo/John Hanna, File)]
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[image: FILE - Students walk through the University of Texas at Austin campus near the school's iconic tower, Sept. 27, 2012, in Austin, Texas. A conservative quest to limit diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives is gaining momentum in state capitals and college governing boards, with officials in about one-third of the states now taking some sort of action against it. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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                                        A conservative quest to limit diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives is gaining momentum in state capitals and college governing boards, with officials in about one-third of the states now taking some sort of action against it.
Tennessee became the latest when the Republican governor this week signed legislation that would prohibit banks and other financial institutions from considering a customer's participation -- or lack thereof -- in "diversity, equity and inclusion training" or "social justice programming." 
That came shortly after the Democratic governor in Kansas allowed legislation to become law without her signature that will prohibit statements about diversity, equity or inclusion from being used in decisions about student admissions, financial aid or employment at higher education institutions.
Last week, Iowa's Republican-led Legislature also gave final approval to a budget bill that would ban all DEI offices and initiatives in higher education that aren't necessary to comply with accreditation or federal law. The measure expands upon a directive last year from the Iowa Board of Regents to eliminate DEI staff positions.

    


Republican lawmakers in about two dozen states have filed bills seeking to restrict DEI initiatives this year. They are countered by Democrats who have sponsored supportive DEI measures in about 20 states. Altogether, lawmakers have proposed about 150 bills this year that would either restrict or promote DEI efforts, according to an Associated Press analysis using the legislation-tracking software Plural.




WHAT'S AT ISSUE?
Higher education institutions and many businesses have long devoted resources to improving diversity and inclusivity.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More recently, conservative groups began raising concerns that DEI initiatives are promoting an agenda that elevates racial or gender identity over individual merit. Since 2022, about half a dozen conservative or libertarian organizations have offered model measures to state lawmakers to eliminate DEI offices or prohibit the use of DEI criteria in training programs or employment, academic and financial decisions. 

    


Christopher Rufo, a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute and an architect of the movement, said in a recent article that the ultimate goal is to "abolish DEI in all American institutions."
The acronym DEI "has now been weaponized," said Paulette Granberry Russell, president of the National Association of Diversity Officers in Higher Education. "And it's taking us, unfortunately, back to a time that failed to acknowledge the inequities that persist today based on discriminatory practices."
The Race and Equity Center at the University of Southern California has launched a "National DEI Defense Fund." Among other things, it provides free professional development courses where publicly funded DEI training has been banned.
ANTI-DEI LAWS
Republican-led Florida and Texas last year became the first states to adopt broad-based laws banning DEI efforts in higher education. Universities in Texas have since eliminated more than 100 DEI-related jobs and Florida universities also have been shedding positions. 

    


Earlier this year, Republican governors in Alabama and Utah signed laws restricting diversity, equity and inclusion efforts not only in higher education but also in K-12 schools and throughout state government. 
GOP governors in Idaho and Wyoming also signed legislation this year restricting the use of state funds for DEI efforts at higher education institutions. Other bills signed into law in Idaho and GOP-led Indiana prohibit the use of DEI statements in employment and admissions decisions at public colleges and universities.
A similar bill barring mandatory DEI statements in higher education passed Wisconsin's Republican-led legislature but got vetoed by the Democratic governor.
UNIVERSITY POLICIES
Facing political pressure, some universities have revised their practices regarding diversity, equity and inclusion. 
University of Wisconsin regents agreed in December to shift at least 43 diversity positions to focus on "student success" and eliminate statements supporting diversity on student applications. The actions were part of a deal with lawmakers to release funding for pay raises and campus construction projects. 

    


Large public university systems in Arizona, Georgia, Missouri and North Carolina are among those that have scrapped the use of diversity statements in employment decisions. 
Oklahoma Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt signed an executive order in December barring state agencies and universities from supporting DEI programs that "grant preferential treatment based on one person's particular race, color, sex, ethnicity or national origin."
The University of Oklahoma said its DEI office closed April 1 and the remaining employees are being reassigned to new roles.
SUPPORTING DEI
Some Democratic-led states have forged ahead with legislation to expand their emphasis on diversity, equity and inclusion in government and education. 

    


Washington's Democratic governor signed a law this year that requires diversity, equity and inclusion concepts to be incorporated into updated state learning standards for public K-12 schools. 
Legislation given final approval this month by Maryland's Democratic-led General Assembly requires the state's retirement system to employ a director of diversity, equity and inclusion. 
Various budget proposals also would allot money to specific state DEI efforts. As one example: Oregon's Democratic governor signed legislation last week that provides $50,000 to the Columbia River Gorge Commission for a diversity, equity and inclusion initiative.
___
Associated Press writer Sean Murphy contributed from Oklahoma City.
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    [image: FILE - Second-grade students select their meals during their lunch break in the cafeteria, Dec. 12, 2022, at an elementary school in Scottsdale, Ariz. The nation's school meals will get a makeover under new nutrition standards that limit added sugars for the first time, the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Mariani, File)]
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                                        The nation's school meals will get a makeover under new nutrition standards that limit added sugars for the first time, the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced Wednesday. 
The final rule also trims sodium in kids' meals, although not by the 30% first proposed in 2023. And it continues to allow flavored milks -- such as chocolate milk -- with less sugar, rather than adopting an option that would have offered only unflavored milk to the youngest kids.
The aim is to improve nutrition and align with U.S. dietary guidelines in the program that provides breakfasts to more than 15 million students and lunches to nearly 30 million students every day at a cost of about $22.6 billion per year.
"All of this is designed to ensure that students have quality meals and that we meet parents' expectations," Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack told reporters. 

    


The limits on added sugars would be required in the 2025-2026 school year, starting with high-sugar foods such as cereal, yogurt and flavored milk. By the fall of 2027, added sugars in school meals would be limited to no more than 10% of the total calories per week for breakfasts and lunches, in addition to limites on sugar in specific products.




Officials had proposed to reduce sodium in school meals by as much as 30% over the next several years. But after receiving mixed public comments and a directive from Congress included in the fiscal year 2024 appropriations bill approved in March, the agency will reduce sodium levels allowed in breakfasts by 10% and in lunches by 15% by the 2027-2028 school year.
--
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Biden tries to navigate the Israel-Hamas war protests roiling college campuses

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Police in Riot gear stand guard as demonstrators chant slogans outside the Columbia University campus, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in New York. U.S. colleges and universities are preparing for end-of-year commencement ceremonies with a unique challenge: providing safety for graduates while honoring the free speech rights of students involved in protests over the Israel-Hamas war. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters gather in front of Sproul Hall during a planned protest on the campus of UC Berkeley in Berkeley, Calif., on Monday, April 22, 2024. Hundreds of pro-Palestinian protesters staged a demonstration in front of Sproul Hall where they set up a tent encampment and are demanding a permanent cease-fire in the war between Israel and Gaza. (Jose Carlos Fajardo/Bay Area News Group via AP)]
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[image: Columbia University professors rally in solidarity with their students rights to protest free from arrest at the Columbia University campus in New York on Monday April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]
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[image: President Joe Biden waves as he walks across the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, after returning from a trip to Florida where he blamed Donald Trump for Florida's upcoming abortion ban. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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        Biden tries to navigate the Israel-Hamas war protests roiling college campuses

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Police in Riot gear stand guard as demonstrators chant slogans outside the Columbia University campus, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in New York. U.S. colleges and universities are preparing for end-of-year commencement ceremonies with a unique challenge: providing safety for graduates while honoring the free speech rights of students involved in protests over the Israel-Hamas war. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)]
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[image: President Joe Biden waves as he walks across the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, after returning from a trip to Florida where he blamed Donald Trump for Florida's upcoming abortion ban. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Student protests over the war in Gaza have created a new and unpredictable challenge for President Joe Biden as he resists calls to cut off U.S. support for Israel while trying to hold together the coalition of voters he'll need for reelection.
The protests at Columbia University in New York and other campuses have captured global media attention and resurfaced questions about Biden's lagging support from young voters. His handling of the Middle East conflict is also being closely watched by both Jewish and Arab American voters in key swing states.
At best for Biden, the protests are a passing distraction while the White House presses forward with negotiations over a cease-fire and the release of hostages held by Hamas while pushing Israel to limit casualties with more than 34,000 Palestinians dead. At worst, they build momentum toward the Democratic National Convention in Chicago in August, potentially triggering scenes of violence that could recall the unrest of protests against the Vietnam War during the party's convention there in 1968. 





    


"If it ends with Columbia, that's one thing," said Angus Johnston, a historian focused on campus activism. "If this sends the national student movement to a new place, that's a very different situation."
Already, Biden's aides have had to work to minimize disruptions from antiwar protesters, holding smaller campaign events and tightly controlling access. Demonstrators forced his motorcade to change routes to the Capitol on his way to deliver the State of the Union, and they've thrown a red substance intended to symbolize blood near his home in Delaware.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The president could face more confrontations with students this spring. Morehouse College said Tuesday that Biden would appear at the iconic historically Black campus in May to deliver a commencement address that could draw protests.

    


FRUSTRATION AT COLUMBIA
More than 100 pro-Palestinian demonstrators camped out at Columbia were arrested Thursday, with dozens more people arrested at other campuses. Many now face charges of trespassing or disorderly conduct. The protesters have demanded that their universities condemn Israel's assault on Gaza after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack and divest from companies that do business with Israel.
Some people have reported antisemitic chants and messages at and around the Columbia campus, and similar concerns have been reported at other universities. Some Jewish students say they've felt unsafe on campus. The White House, in a message Sunday to mark the Passover holiday, denounced what it called an "alarming surge" of antisemitism, saying it "has absolutely no place on college campuses, or anywhere in our country."
Four Jewish Democratic members of Congress toured Columbia's locked-down campus on Monday with members of the school's Jewish Law Students Association. They condemned that things had escalated to where Jewish students felt unsafe and the university canceled in-person classes Monday. Columbia said it would use hybrid remote and in-person learning through the end of the spring term.

    


Rep. Kathy Manning of North Carolina called on the Education Department and Justice Department to work with the White House "to ensure that all universities take steps necessary to keep Jewish students and faculty safe."
"This discrimination is simply unacceptable and cannot be allowed to continue," she said. 
Biden on Monday sought the same middle ground that he's staked out for months as he backs Israel's military operations with weapons shipments while also pushing Israel to limit civilian casualties and get more humanitarian aid into Gaza, where the United Nations has said there is a looming famine. 
"I condemn the antisemitic protests," the president said at an Earth Day event. He then added, "I also condemn those who don't understand what's going on with the Palestinians."
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York, a high-profile progressive who represents parts of the Bronx and Queens, spoke before Biden at the same event. She said it was "important that we remember the power of young people shaping this country" and praised "the leadership of those peaceful student-led protests."

    


HOW MUCH IS BIDEN TO BLAME?
Former President Donald Trump, Biden's presumptive Republican opponent in November, pointed to the headlines and images coming out of Columbia to redirect focus from his criminal hush money trial in New York, telling reporters in the courthouse Tuesday that Biden bears the blame for the unrest. 
"If this were me, you'd be after me. You'd be after me so much," he said. "But they're trying to give him a pass. But what's going on is a disgrace to our country, and it's all Biden's fault and everybody knows it."
In a sign of the political potency of the situation at Columbia, Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson of Louisiana planned to visit the school Wednesday and meet with Jewish students.

    


Joel Rubin, a former State Department official and Democratic strategist who has worked in Jewish politics for years, rejected critics blaming Biden "for everything that's gone wrong" but said the president would have to "make the argument for why the policy is the right one and let the chips fall where they may."
"If it were purely politics and polling, it would be a very hard one," Rubin said. "But I think Biden is making these decisions based on national security."
Biden graduated from Syracuse's law school in 1968, bypassing the campus convulsions over the Vietnam War. He distanced himself from that protest movement two decades later during his first run for president.
"I was married, I was in law school, I wore sports coats," Biden said in 1987. "You're looking at a middle-class guy. I am who I am. I'm not big on flak jackets and tie-dyed shirts. You know, that's not me.''
Biden has been endorsed this year by many leading youth activist organizations and built his campaign around key social issues -- such as defending abortion rights, combating climate change and canceling student debt for millions -- that they believe can energize voters under 30 who are more likely to be concerned about his approach to Gaza. 
He was in Florida on Tuesday to capitalize on the momentum against nationwide abortion restrictions and criticize a state law soon to go into effect that will ban abortions after six weeks, before many women know they're pregnant. A day earlier, Vice President Kamala Harris held an event promoting abortion rights in swing state Wisconsin. 
Safia Southey, a 25-year-old law student at Columbia who is Jewish, has been participating in the protest and sleeping at the encampment on the university's quad since Thursday. She believes outrage over the war will deflate Biden's chances against Trump because staunch supporters of Israel are more likely to support the presumptive Republican nominee.
"I think Biden has tried to be very strategic and it's backfired in a lot of ways," she said.
However, Southey said she'll vote for Biden "pretty much no matter what" in a matchup with Trump.
"The students who are upset, especially at these kind of universities, are smart enough to not stay home," she said. "I think that they're going to go out and vote, and they're going to go for the most strategic option, even if they're not happy for Biden. I think that they would do anything to make sure that Trump's not in office."
Democratic pollster Cornell Belcher was skeptical that campus demonstrations over Gaza would prove to be politically influential.
"What percentage of Americans are really in those narrow spaces, and how representative are they of a broader American audience, or even a broader youth audience?" he asked.
Johnston, the historian on student activism, said the current protests don't approach the size or intensity of demonstrations in the 1960s, when school officials were held hostage and campuses were vandalized. 
But over the years, he said, "there's a lot of times where student protests have shaped the national debate."
___
Weissert and Megerian reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Jill Colvin in New York contributed to this report.
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Australian police arrest 7 alleged teen extremists linked to stabbing of a bishop in a Sydney church

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Flores sit on a fence outside the Christ the Good Shepherd church in suburban Wakely in western Sydney, Australia, on April 16, 2024. Detectives and secret service agents investigating the stabbing of a bishop in the Sydney church last week executed search warrants in the city on Wednesday, April 24, as part of a major operation, officials said. (AP Photo/Mark Baker, File)]
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                                        SYDNEY (AP) -- Australian police arrested seven teenagers accused of following a violent extremist ideology in raids across Sydney on Wednesday, as a judge extended a ban on social media platform X sharing video of a knife attack on a bishop that started the criminal investigation.
The seven, aged 15 to 17, were part of a network that included a 16-year-old boy accused of stabbing a bishop in a Sydney church on April 15, police said. 
Clips of the stabbing were taken from the church service's livestream and subsequently made the rounds on X. An Australian regulator on Monday ordered the platform to take down the videos, an action the platform is fighting.
Other social media companies including Google, Microsoft, Snapchat and TikTok have complied with similar orders.
Five other teenagers were still being questioned late Wednesday by the Joint Counter-Terrorism Team, which includes federal and state police as well as the Australian Security Intelligence Organization, the nation's main domestic spy agency, and the New South Wales Crime Commission, which specializes in extremists and organized crime.





    


More than 400 police officers executed 13 search warrants at properties across southwest Sydney because the suspects were considered an immediate threat, New South Wales Police Deputy Commissioner David Hudson said.
"We will allege that these individuals adhered to a religiously motivated, violent extremist ideology," Hudson told reporters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was considered that the group ... posed an unacceptable risk and threat to the people of New South Wales, and our current purely investigative strategies could not adequately ensure public safety," Hudson added.
Australian Federal Police Deputy Commissioner Krissy Barrett said investigators found no evidence of specific targets or timing of an intended "violent act."
She said the police operation was not linked to Anzac Day on Thursday, a public holiday when Australians remember their war dead.

    


It has been a potential target of extremists in the past.
A 16-year-old was charged on Friday with committing a terrorist act, a crime that carries a maximum penalty of life in prison, following the knife attack in which an Assyrian Orthodox bishop and priest were injured.
An Australian Federal Court judge on Wednesday extended an order banning X from showing videos of Bishop Mar Mari Emmanuel being repeatedly stabbed.
Justice Geoffrey Kennett extended the ban, which the court put in place on Monday, until May 10.
X, formerly called Twitter, announced last week it would fight in court Australian orders to take down posts relating to the attack.
Australia's eSafety Commission, which describes itself as the world's first government agency dedicated to keeping people safer online, applied to the court for the temporary global ban. 
Marcus Hoyne, a lawyer for X, told the judge on Wednesday that the bishop didn't want the video banned. Emmanuel recently signed an affidavit "stating that he is strongly of the view that the material should be available," Hoyne said.

    


Hoyne said the eSafety Commission was attempting to exercise "exorbitant jurisdiction" with "injunctions that effectively operate throughout the whole world."
Hoyne also said a court ordered ban on the video "might be futile."
"It appears that this material is now appearing in lots of different places," Hoyne added.
The commission's lawyer Christoher Tran said X had not complied with Monday's order. Hoyne said he did not "have instructions about that one way or the other."
X has not responded to The Associated Press's questions on Tuesday about the company's compliance with the order.
X's owner, Elon Musk, has accused Australia of stifling free speech, while Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has labeled Musk an "arrogant billionaire."
"The Australian people want the truth," Musk posted on his personal X account on Wednesday. "X is the only one standing up for their rights."
Musk also took aim at Australian independent Sen. Jacqui Lambie who on Tuesday canceled her X account over the controversy and urged fellow lawmakers to do the same.

    


"She is an enemy of the people of Australia," Musk posted. "This woman has utter contempt for the Australian people."
Lambie told Sky News television Musk was a "billionaire bully."
"He has absolutely no social conscience," she said. "Someone like that should be in jail and the key be thrown away."
Authorities blame social media for drawing a crowd of 2,000 people to converge at the Christ the Good Shepherd Church following the attack, which led to a riot in which 51 police officers were injured and 104 police vehicles were damaged.
ASIO Director-General Mike Burgess confirmed that his organization was involved in Wednesday's operation.
"Australia's security service is always doing its thing to provide security intelligence that enables the police to deal with these problems when we have immediate threats to life or anything else that's evolving," Burgess said.

    


He said investigations of children had peaked at 50% of ASIO's "priority counterterrorism case load" a few years ago and the number had since reduced.
But the number of minors under investigation was rising again for reasons including social media content, Burgess said.
"They're a vulnerable cohort," Burgess said.
___
McGuirk reported from Melbourne, Australia.
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Angry farmers in a once-lush Mexican state target avocado orchards that suck up too much water

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    As a drought in Mexico drags on, angry subsistence farmers have begun taking direct action on the water-intensive avocado orchards and berry fields of commercial farms that are drying up streams in the mountains west of Mexico City. (AP video by Armando Solis)
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    [image: A man shows a pump removed from an unlicensed water intake as his group of residents, farmworkers and small-scale farmers from Villa Madero dismantle illegal water taps in the mountains of Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. As a drought in Mexico drags on, angry subsistence farmers have begun taking direct action on thirsty avocado orchards and berry fields of commercial farms that are drying up streams in the mountains west of Mexico City. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: An unlicensed irrigation pond holds water near an avocado orchard in the mountains of Villa Madero during a drought in Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Residents from Villa Madero who spotted the pond say they plan to meet with authorities to get the pond's owner to agree on a percentage of water usage, and if it fails, they plan to destroy it. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: People dismantle an unlicensed water intake as their group of residents, farmworkers and small-scale farmers disconnect water taps in the mountains of Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. As Mexico's drought drags on, angry farmers in Villa Madero have begun taking direct action to dismantle illegal water intakes which they say are drying up the streams in the mountains west of Mexico City. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: Boats are docked on the shore of Lake Patzcuaro, during a drought in Mexico, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Activist Juan Manuel Valenzuela estimates that 90% of the boats that used to fish and ferry tourists around are now out of service. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: A snail lays in the dry bed of Lake Patzcuaro, during a drought in Mexico, Thursday, April 18, 2024. The lake has been reduced to about half its size, due to drought, deforestation, sediment buildup, and increased water demands from avocado and berry growers. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: An armed police officer accompanies locals from Villa Madero through the mountains in search of unlicensed water intakes and irrigation ponds during a drought in Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Subsistence farmers and activists from the Michoacan town of Villa Madero organized teams to go into the mountains and rip out illegal water pumps and breach unlicensed irrigation holding ponds. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: Residents of Villa Madero look at unlicensed irrigation holding ponds during a drought in the mountains of Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. The group said they plan to meet with authorities to get the pond's owner to agree on a percentage of water usage, and if it fails, they plan to destroy it. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: Janitzio Island stands in Lake Patzcuaro, which has low water levels during a drought in Mexico, Thursday, April 18, 2024. Farmers are starting to pasture livestock and plant crops on the lake bed. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: A municipal police officer drinks water from a stream lined with an unlicensed hose as he accompanies locals who are dismantling illegal water taps during a drought in the mountains of Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. On Wednesday, dozens of residents, farmworkers and small-scale farmers from Villa Madero hiked up into the hills to tear out irrigation equipment using mountain springs to water avocado orchards carved out of the pine-covered hills. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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[image: An unlicensed irrigation pond is under construction by an avocado orchard during a drought in the mountains of Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Farmers from Villa Madero who spotted the pond say they plan to meet with authorities to get the pond's owner to agree on a percentage of water usage, and if it fails, they plan to destroy it. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | An unlicensed irrigation pond is under construction by an avocado orchard during a drought in the mountains of Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Farmers from Villa Madero who spotted the pond say they plan to meet with authorities to get the pond's owner to agree on a percentage of water usage, and if it fails, they plan to destroy it. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 11
An unlicensed irrigation pond is under construction by an avocado orchard during a drought in the mountains of Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Farmers from Villa Madero who spotted the pond say they plan to meet with authorities to get the pond's owner to agree on a percentage of water usage, and if it fails, they plan to destroy it. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Locals ride in a National Guard truck in search of unlicensed water intakes and irrigation holding ponds that irrigate avocado and berry orchards during a drought in the mountains of Villa Madero, Mexico, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Subsistence farmers and activists from the Michoacan town of Villa Madero organized teams to go into the mountains and rip out illegal water pumps and breach unlicensed irrigation holding ponds. (AP Photo/Armando Solis)]
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                                        VILLA MADERO, Mexico (AP) -- As a drought in Mexico drags on, angry subsistence farmers have begun taking direct action on thirsty avocado orchards and berry fields of commercial farms that are drying up streams in the mountains west of Mexico City. 

Rivers and even whole lakes are disappearing in the once green and lush state of Michoacan, as the drought combines with a surge in the use of water for the country's lucrative export crops, led by avocados.

In recent days, subsistence farmers and activists from the Michoacan town of Villa Madero organized teams to go into the mountains and rip out illegal water pumps and breach unlicensed irrigation holding ponds. 

A potential conflict looms with avocado growers -- who are often sponsored by, or pay protection money to, drug cartels.

    



Last week, dozens of residents, farmworkers and small-scale farmers from Villa Madero hiked up into the hills to tear out irrigation equipment using mountain springs to water avocado orchards carved out of the pine-covered hills.

The week before, another group went up with picks and shovels and breached the walls of an illegal containment pond that sucked up water from a spring that had supplied local residents for hundreds of years.

"In the last 10 years, the streams, the springs, the rivers have been drying up and the water has been captured, mainly to be used for avocados and berries," said local activist Julio Santoyo, one of the organizers of the effort. "There are hamlets in the lower part of the township that no longer have water."



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Santoyo estimated that about 850 of the plastic-lined, earthen containment ponds have sprung up in the hills around Villa Madero, usually soon after planters have illegally logged or burned the native pine forest. Pines help the soil retain water, while avocado trees deplete it. 

Francisco Gomez Cortes said residents of his hamlet, El Sauz, had been asking the landowner for 15 years to allow the spring to flow downhill to their community. 

After a year in which Mexico received only about half its normal rainfall, residents became desperate, and last week they worked up the courage to hike up the hill and rip out pumps and hoses for the avocado orchard.

"We don't have enough water for human consumption," Gomez Cortes said. 

"It's sad. It's sad to walk down these trails that are now dry, when they once had trees and springs," he said. "They haven't even left any water for the (forest) animals that nest along the banks."

    



In a sign of how seriously the local government is taking the potential threat, the group was accompanied by the mayor of Villa Madero, who blamed outsiders for the problem.

"There are people who aren't from this town, who come to our township and are invading us," Mayor Froylan Alcauter Ibarra said. "They are taking water away from the people who live downhill, and they don't realize these are the poorest people."

Residents say they don't want to deny water entirely to the orchards and have proposed an agreement to give landowners 20% of the water from local streams, if they allow the remaining 80% to keep flowing. They say they haven't gotten any response yet.

Drug cartels often make money from illegal logging and extorting money from avocado growers in Michoacan. The activists around Villa Madero have suffered threats, kidnappings and beatings in the past.

"We are running a serious risk of them killing us for protesting," Gomez Cortes said. "Out of necessity, we are doing what the government should be doing."

The government has long done little to limit the growers and combat deforestation and water takeovers. But it does seem to have developed a sudden interest in preventing the looming conflict. 

In March, activists organized a meeting nearby at Patzcuaro Lake to demand authorities do something about the fast-declining water levels. Patzcuaro is a shallow but extensive lake in Michoacan with a beautiful colonial town on its shores and an island of fishermen perched in the middle.

The fishermen of Janitzio island with their shallow boats and hooped, figure-eight nets were made famous by photographers and filmmakers in the 1940s and 50s as a symbol of Mexico's folk traditions. The town of Patzcuaro draws hundreds of thousands of tourists.

But due to the drought, deforestation, sediment buildup and the increased water demands from avocado and berry growers, Patzcuaro lake has been reduced to about half its size. You can now reach the Janitzio island by wading, and activist Juan Manuel Valenzuela estimates that 90% of the boats that used to fish and ferry tourists around are now out of service.

Nearby Lake Cuitzeo, one of the largest freshwater lakes in Mexico, is now nearly dried up.

"We cannot allow them to extinguish our lakes," Valenzuela said. "It would be a tragedy for Michoacan."

Alejandro Mendez, Michoacan's state environment secretary, acknowledges that the problem has gotten out of hand. So scarce has water become in the once-lushly forested lake areas that orchard owners often send tanker trucks to suck thousands of gallons from the lake to water their groves.

    



"As many as 100 trucks could be seen taking water from the lake," Mendez said of the situation in March.

So about a week ago, the state police began patrolling the lake shore and detaining any truck drivers they saw extracting water. And Mendez said the state has begun monitoring agricultural holding ponds to see if any are getting refilled from the lake. 

While Lake Patzcuaro has grown and shrunk in the past, this time it may be terminal; farmers are starting to pasture livestock and plant crops on the lake bed.

"It will be difficult, because the humans and the livestock will survive, barely, but the animals and the plants will be gone -- that will all be dried up and gone," Gomez Cortes said.

AP writer Mark Stevenson in Mexico City contributed to this report.

___

Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    [image: Secretary of State Antony Blinken waves as he boards a plane, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., en route to China. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)]
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                                        SHANGHAI (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has begun a critical trip to China armed with a strengthened diplomatic hand following Senate approval of a foreign aid package that will provide billions of dollars in assistance to Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan as well as force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform -- all areas of contention between Washington and Beijing.
Blinken arrived in Shanghai on Wednesday just hours after the Senate vote on the long-stalled legislation and shortly before President Joe Biden is expected to sign it into law to demonstrate U.S. resolve in defending its allies and partners. Passage of the bill will add further complications to an already complex relationship that has been strained by disagreements over numerous global and regional disputes. 
Still, the fact that Blinken is making the trip -- shortly after a conversation between Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping, a similar visit to China by Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and a call between the U.S. and Chinese defense chiefs -- is a sign the two sides are at least willing to discuss their differences.

    


Of primary interest to China, the bill sets aside $8 billion to counter Chinese threats in Taiwan and the broader Indo-Pacific and gives China's ByteDance nine months to sell TikTok with a possible three-month extension if a sale is in progress. China has railed against U.S. assistance to Taiwan, which it regards as a renegade province, and immediately condemned the move as a dangerous provocation. It also strongly opposes efforts to force TikTok's sale.




The bill also allots $26 billion in wartime assistance to Israel and humanitarian relief to Palestinians in Gaza, and $61 billion for Ukraine to defend itself from Russia's invasion. The Biden administration has been disappointed in China's response to the war in Gaza and has complained loudly that Chinese support for Russia's military-industrial sector has allowed Moscow to subvert Western sanctions and ramp up attacks on Ukraine.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even before Blinken landed in Shanghai -- where he will have meetings on Thursday before traveling to Beijing -- China's Taiwan Affairs Office slammed the assistance to Taipei, saying it "seriously violates" U.S. commitments to China, "sends a wrong signal to the Taiwan independence separatist forces" and pushes the self-governing island republic into a "dangerous situation."

    


China and the United States are the major players in the Indo-Pacific and Washington has become increasingly alarmed by Beijing's growing aggressiveness in recent years toward Taiwan and Southeast Asian countries with which it has significant territorial and maritime disputes in the South China Sea.
The U.S. has strongly condemned Chinese military exercises threatening Taiwan, which Beijing regards as a renegade province and has vowed to reunify with the mainland by force if necessary. Successive U.S. administrations have steadily boosted military support and sales for Taiwan, much to Chinese anger.

    


A senior State Department official said last week that Blinken would "underscore, both in private and public, America's abiding interest in maintaining peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait. We think that is vitally important for the region and the world."
In the South China Sea, the U.S. and others have become increasingly concerned by provocative Chinese actions in and around disputed areas.
In particular, the U.S. has voiced objections to what it says are Chinese attempts to thwart legitimate maritime activities by others in the sea, notably the Philippines and Vietnam. That was a major topic of concern this month when Biden held a three-way summit with the prime minister of Japan and the president of the Philippines.
On Ukraine, which U.S. officials say will be a primary topic of conversation during Blinken's visit, the Biden administration said that Chinese support has allowed Russia to largely reconstitute its defense industrial base, affecting not only the war in Ukraine but posing a threat to broader European security.

    


"If China purports on the one hand to want good relations with Europe and other countries, it can't on the other hand be fueling what is the biggest threat to European security since the end of the Cold War," Blinken said last week.
China says it has the right to trade with Russia and accuses the U.S. of fanning the flames by arming and funding Ukraine. "It is extremely hypocritical and irresponsible for the U.S. to introduce a large-scale aid bill for Ukraine while making groundless accusations against normal economic and trade exchanges between China and Russia," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said Tuesday.
On the Middle East, U.S. officials, from Biden on down, have repeatedly appealed to China to use any leverage it may have with Iran to prevent Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza from spiraling into a wider regional conflict.

    


While China appears to have been generally receptive to such calls -- particularly because it depends heavily on oil imports from Iran and other Mideast nations -- tensions have steadily increased since the beginning of the Gaza war in October and more recent direct strikes and counterstrikes between Israel and Iran.
Blinken has pushed for China to take a more active stance in pressing Iran not to escalate tensions in the Middle East. He has spoken to his Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, several times urging China to tell Iran to restrain the proxy groups it has supported in the region, including Hamas, Lebanon's Hezbollah, Yemen's Houthis and Iranian-backed militias in Iraq and Syria.
The senior State Department official said Blinken would reiterate the U.S. interest in China using "whatever channels or influence it has to try to convey the need for restraint to all parties, including Iran."
The U.S. and China are also at deep odds over human rights in China's western Xinjiang region, Tibet and Hong Kong, as well as the fate of several American citizens that the State Department says have been "wrongfully detained" by Chinese authorities, and the supply of precursors to make the synthetic opioid fentanyl that is responsible for the deaths of thousands of Americans.
China has repeatedly rejected the American criticism of its rights record as improper interference in its internal affairs. Yet, Blinken will again raise these issues, according to the State Department official.
Another department official, who also spoke on condition of anonymity to preview Blinken's private talks with Chinese officials, said China had made efforts to rein in the export of materials that traffickers use to make fentanyl but that more needs to be done.
The two sides agreed last year to set up a working group to look into ways to combat the surge of production of fentanyl precursors in China and their export abroad. U.S. officials say they believe they had made some limited progress on cracking down on the illicit industry but many producers had found ways to get around new restrictions.
"We need to see continued and sustained progress," the official said, adding that "more regular law enforcement" against Chinese precursor producers "would send a strong signal of China's commitment to address this issue."
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                    Quarterbacks Caleb Williams, Drake Maye, Jayden Daniels and 10 other prospects expected to be selected in the first round played flag football with Special Olympics athletes on the eve of the NFL Draft in Detroit (AP video: Mike Householder)
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    [image: LSU quarterback Jayden Daniels signs a football for a young athlete during an NFL Football Play Football Prospect Clinic with Special Olympics athletes, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)]
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[image: FILE - LSU quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) celebrates with his parents on senior day, for his final home game, before an NCAA college football game against Texas A&M in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023. Daniels is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]
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[image: FILE - LSU quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) runs for a touchdown against Florida during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. Daniels is a possible first round pick in the NFL Draft.(AP Photo/Derick Hingle, File)]
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[image: North Caroline quarterback Drake Maye works with young athletes during an NFL Football Play Football Prospect Clinic with Special Olympics athletes, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)]
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[image: USC quarterback Caleb Williams reacts after a throw during an NFL Football Play Football Prospect Clinic with Special Olympics athletes, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)]
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[image: USC quarterback Caleb Williams autographs an athlete's shirt during an NFL Football Play Football Prospect Clinic with Special Olympics athletes, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Jayden Daniels handled the media with the same poise and command he displays in the pocket.
Asked a few times about speculation that he doesn't want to play for Washington and whether he prefers going to another team, Daniels understandably took a diplomatic approach one day before the NFL draft.
"I'm blessed to go wherever I'm called," Daniels said Wednesday. "Whoever calls my phone, whoever gives the card to the Commissioner that says my name, I'm blessed to go and they're gonna get my all."
Pressed further about the Commanders and asked if he'd be OK going there, Daniels replied: "100%."
The 2023 Heisman Trophy winner from LSU is expected to be one of the top three players selected Thursday night. After USC quarterback Caleb Williams goes to Chicago first overall, Daniels is the odds-on favorite to be the No. 2 pick, according to BetMGM Sportsbook.

    


The Commanders need a franchise QB and will have their choice of Daniels, North Carolina's Drake Maye or Michigan's J.J. McCarthy. The team took an unorthodox approach during its predraft visits and hosted all of them together along with several other prospects for a Topgolf outing.




Reports that Daniels' agent, Ron Butler, wasn't pleased with the visit led to his client answering questions about it 33 hours before the Commanders are on the clock.
"I just had fun with the other guys just being able to interact with people throughout the process. It was cool," Daniels said, adding that he's not a golfer but is starting to learn the sport.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Teams typically want to maximize their time with a player ahead of the draft so Washington faced criticism for its decision to host a group visit.
Daniels downplayed having any issues with it.
"I spent quite some time with them," Daniels said. "Obviously, Zoom meetings prior and the combine and when I got up there I spent some time with them, but I had other places to go, so I had to catch a flight but overall just a good visit."

    


New Commanders coach Dan Quinn hired former Cardinals coach Kliff Kingsbury to be the offensive coordinator. Kingsbury had some success with dual-threat QB Kyler Murray in Arizona and previously with Patrick Mahomes and Johnny Manziel in college.
"Obviously, his track record with mobile quarterbacks speaks for itself," Daniels said. "I've been familiar with Kliff."
Daniels has a strong relationship with Raiders coach Antonio Pierce, who was an assistant at Arizona State when he played there before transferring to LSU.
Las Vegas would have to trade up from No. 13 to get Daniels.
"I've known AP since I was a teenager, so obviously our relationship off the field meant a lot," Daniels said. "We'll see what happens but I'm blessed to go wherever I'm called."
Daniels, Williams and Maye are among 13 players in town for the draft. They participated in a football clinic with Special Olympics Michigan athletes on a cold, blustery morning in a ballpark that used to be the site of old Tigers Stadium.
Williams had a big smile throughout the event. He tossed five straight touchdown passes to youngsters at one point. Prospects played catch, ran routes, gave tips and interacted with the youth for an hour on the field before a 30-minute session with reporters.

    


"I had a blast," Williams said. "They seemed to have a great time. It was really enjoyable for me. Football is about having fun."
Michael Penix Jr. and Bo Nix could join Williams, Daniels, Maye and McCarthy to make it six quarterbacks in a first round that's loaded with offensive players. Six would tie the record for most QBs in the first round.
The 1983 draft had three Hall of Fame quarterbacks -- John Elway, Dan Marino and Jim Kelly -- selected in the first round along with Todd Blackledge, Tony Eason and Ken O'Brien.
The most QBs in the top five is three, so there's a chance this draft will set a record if McCarthy sneaks in.
"We have a chance to be real good," Daniels said of the draft class. "A lot of special talent in this draft."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: FILE _ Will Power, of Australia, talks with a crew member following practice for the Indianapolis 500 auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Monday, May 22, 2023, in Indianapolis. Power said Thursday, April 25, 2024, he was unaware of any manipulations to Team Penske's push-to-power system until after last weekend's IndyCar race at Long Beach and never illegally used the mechanism.. Power finished fourth and while his result was not thrown out, he was docked 10 points and all three Penske drivers were fined $25,000. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)]
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[image: FILE - Team Penske driver Josef Newgarden, center, celebrates his first place finish along with second place finisher Arrow McLaren driver Pato O'Ward of Mexico, left, and third place finisher Team Penske driver Scott McLaughlin of New Zealand in the IndyCar Grand Prix of St. Petersburg auto race, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. Team Penske suffered a humiliating disqualification Wednesday, April 24, when reigning Indianapolis 500 winner Josef Newgarden was stripped of his victory in the season-opening race for manipulating his push-to-pass system. Penske teammate Scott McLaughlin, who finished third in the opener on the downtown streets of St. Petersburg, Florida, was also disqualified. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | FILE - Team Penske driver Josef Newgarden, center, celebrates his first place finish along with second place finisher Arrow McLaren driver Pato O'Ward of Mexico, left, and third place finisher Team Penske driver Scott McLaughlin of New Zealand in the IndyCar Grand Prix of St. Petersburg auto race, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. Team Penske suffered a humiliating disqualification Wednesday, April 24, when reigning Indianapolis 500 winner Josef Newgarden was stripped of his victory in the season-opening race for manipulating his push-to-pass system. Penske teammate Scott McLaughlin, who finished third in the opener on the downtown streets of St. Petersburg, Florida, was also disqualified. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Team Penske driver Josef Newgarden, right, celebrates his victory with team owner Roger Penske after the IndyCar Grand Prix of St. Petersburg auto race, Sunday, March 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. Team Penske suffered a humiliating disqualification Wednesday, April 24, when reigning Indianapolis 500 winner Josef Newgarden was stripped of his victory in the season-opening race for manipulating his push-to-pass system. Penske teammate Scott McLaughlin, who finished third in the opener on the downtown streets of St. Petersburg, Florida, was also disqualified. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)]
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                                        Will Power said Thursday he was unaware of any manipulations to Team Penske's push-to-power system until after last weekend's IndyCar race at Long Beach and never illegally used the mechanism.
Team Penske is under heavy scrutiny following the March 10 season-opening race at St. Petersburg, Florida, in which Josef Newgarden was stripped of the victory and Scott McLaughlin, who finished third, was also disqualified.
Power finished fourth and while his result was not thrown out, he was docked 10 points and all three Penske drivers were fined $25,000. Power has not been accused of any wrongdoing by IndyCar but was punished because the manipulated systems were found on all three Penske cars following Sunday morning's warmup in California.
"I was disappointed to learn about the penalty that we received this week from IndyCar," Power wrote on social media. "There was an oversight by our team and I was unaware of the situation until it was brought to our attention following Long Beach.

    


"As per the rules, I did not utilize the P2P capabilities during any start or restart during the St. Petersburg race," he continued. "While I accept the penalty, I want it to be known that I did nothing wrong and followed the rules."




Team Penske has maintained that the push-to-pass system on its three Chevrolets was utilized in a test session for upcoming hybrid engines and then mistakenly not replaced before the start of the season. It remained on the cars for three races and Newgarden onboard videos clearly show the reigning Indianapolis 500 winner illegally using push-to-pass to gain position on at least one restart.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

McLaughlin in a Wednesday night statement said he used the system for less than 2 seconds and gained no positions on the track. He said he pushed the button out of habit.
IndyCar prohibits the use of the push-to-pass system on starts and restarts and the button isn't even supposed to work on those occasions. The issue was discovered Sunday in California when a glitch in the system knocked push-to-pass out on all cars except the three Penske entries.

    


IndyCar then examined the units, found them to be illegal, and forced the team to correct the systems before the race.
Roger Penske, who owns the race team, IndyCar and Indianapolis Motor Speedway, told The Associated Press "I am embarrassed" by the scandal. Newgarden has yet to address the issue but a Friday morning news conference has been added to his schedule at Barber Motorsports Park in Alabama.
IndyCar has yet to present the data that proves Newgarden manipulated his way to the victory. The disqualification dropped him from first to 11th in points and the scandal hit right before Friday night's Season 2 debut episode of "100 Days to Indy" in which Newgarden is the star.
Newgarden, in addition to being the reigning Indy 500 winner, is a two-time IndyCar champion and in a contract year with Penske. He's believed to be chasing a pay raise that would put him in line with the extensions recently signed by Colton Herta and Pato O'Ward, drivers with lesser credentials than Newgarden.
O'Ward was named the St. Pete winner following the disqualifications in Arrow McLaren's first victory since 2022.
___
AP IndyCar: https://apnews.com/hub/indycar
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    [image: This image released by the New York Philharmonic shows former New York Yankees baseball player Bernie Williams, standing left, with conductor Gustavo Dudamel as he makes his New York Philharmonic debut in New York on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (Brandon Patoc/New York Philharmonic via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Bernie Williams was in the center, just like the old days at Yankee Stadium. Only this time he was at Lincoln Center alongside conductor Gustavo Dudamel and making his New York Philharmonic debut.
After spending 16 years gaining fame while roaming the grass where Joe DiMaggio and Mickey Mantle once trod, Williams was on the stage made famous by Leonard Bernstein and where guitar great Andres Segovia once played.
Williams performed "Moving Forward," a jazz-infused work he composed in 2009 that was newly arranged by Jeff Tyzik as part of the orchestra's spring gala on Wednesday night at David Geffen Hall, a public exclamation of the former All-Star outfielder's second career as a classical guitarist.
A day before the performance, he recalled going to the Manhattan School of Music from 2012-16 to learn his new trade and earn a bachelor's degree.

    


"A lot of these people were running laps around me and I had to come to the realization that I had to work as hard as have I ever worked upon anything, including being a Major League Baseball player," he said. "I had to put in the work, and none of that stuff that I did prior was going to help me here. I really had to reinvent myself. In learning all of the stuff that I learned being a professional baseball player, some of the stuff really helped me in performing under pressure, putting in the work in and being relentless."




Dudamel, who becomes music director in 2026-27, gave Williams a glowing introduction that was repeatedly interrupted by applause as he recounted Williams' background at an event to raise money for music education.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Bernie grew up in Puerto Rico and I think that maybe he had some other opportunities outside music," Dudamel said.
Wearing a dark suit and tie with patent leather loafers, Williams played his 4 1/2-minute composition backed by the Philharmonic, joined by student musicians.

    


Now 55, Williams signed with the Yankees on his 17th birthday in 1985, made it to the major leagues six years later and became a four-time World Series champion, five-time All-Star and the 1998 AL batting champion. He hit .297 with 287 homers, 1,257 RBIs and 147 stolen bases for the Yankees from 1991-2006.
He began playing guitar when he was 6 or 7 in Puerto Rico, learning from his mother's friends, and listened to the guitar work of his dad, Bernabe. Bernie brought his guitar to the ballpark and played in the clubhouse lounge to MTV tunes picked by teammate Derek Jeter.
"When you're on the road, there's a certain amount of time that you spend in the room," Williams said. "A lot of people play video games, a lot of people just watch TV. So I used to kind of like split time between watching TV, ordering room service and playing guitar between."
He used to play in a paint room under the right-field stands at the old Yankee Stadium, where Ron Guidry had left a drum set that Paul O'Neill took over. Williams brought an amplifier, and they jammed after batting practice and during rain delays.
A particular thrill occurred before a game against Minnesota in 1998, when Bruce Springsteen walked into the clubhouse, spoke with some of the Yankees players and signed Williams' guitar, writing: "To Bernie, If you ever get tired of baseball ..." The two joined to play "Glory Days" at Joe Torre's Safe at Home Foundation gala in 2007.

    


By 2003, Williams released his first recording, "The Journey Within." His second, "Moving Forward," earned a Latin Grammy nomination in 2009 for best instrumental album, and he's contemplating his third, which he hopes will have more daring playing and writing.
"Anybody can enjoy a good piece of music and some of that music is able to move people in ways that nothing else can," Williams said. "So understanding those emotions that come with being a musician I think has taken me in a great journey and it's just such an awesome process to have in contrast to what I used to do in sports. It's great to have an opportunity to do both things in one lifetime."
His mother was adamant about him going to college. Williams received a degree in 2016 after the four-year undergraduate program. He studied guitar with Christopher Rosenberg, harmony, composition and improvisation with Garry Dial and writing with John Pagano. Williams now serves on the school's board of trustees.

    


Ahead of this week's performance, Williams spent from April 9-13 performing at the Cafe Carlyle, the celebrated Upper East Side nightspot where Bobby Short entertained New York's high society from 1968-2004.
"Everybody's so close and you hear a pin drop and everybody's so attentive," he said. "It's such a unique experience, at least for me. I'm used to playing in front of 50,000 people, everybody yelling and screaming their hearts out. So it's, yeah, quite a contrast."
Philharmonic CEO Gary Ginstling said after Wednesday morning's rehearsal that 30 orchestra musicians lined up to get balls, caps and shirts autographed by Williams as he posed for photos. Cellist Patrick Jee rehearsed in a Yankees jersey already signed by Torre and Jeter.
"I've never seen them all so giddy about one of our artists," Ginstling said.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Whether at home or on the road, Art Schallock would begin each day by taking the elevator down to the lobby and collecting the latest comic books for roommate Yogi Berra.
"Every morning," Schallock recalled, chuckling at the thought decades later.
Schallock never minded. It was all worth it.
Just part of being the new guy back in the day, a rite of passage for the latest big leaguer getting promoted. Schallock got the call in 1951, replacing future Hall of Famer Mickey Mantle when the New York Yankees optioned the then-19-year-old to Triple-A. Schallock, then 27, roomed with Berra and was tasked with picking up Berra's daily delivery of "funnies" as they called them.
The oldest living former major leaguer, Schallock turns 100 on Thursday and is being celebrated in the Bay Area and beyond as the milestone approaches.

    


The baseball memories are still plenty fresh.
"That was quite a thrill, quite a thrill playing with those guys," Schallock shared in a video call. "I roomed with Yogi Berra when I got up there and he knew all the hitters. We went over all the hitters on each team. Besides that, I had to run down to the lobby and get his funny books. Every morning. Yogi knew all the hitters, how to pitch to them, whether it's low, high or whatever, he knew how to pitch to them. And I had to learn from him."




The Bay Area native went to Tamalpais High in Mill Valley then College of Marin before becoming the 10,823rd major league player when he debuted on July 16, 1951. He pitched 2 2/3 innings for the Yankees that day at Detroit, then earned his first career win exactly one month later at Washington.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The left-hander won three World Series rings from 1951-53, although he only pitched in the '53 Series, retiring Brooklyn's Jackie Robinson during a two-inning outing in Game 4. He went 6-7 with a 4.02 ERA over five seasons in 58 games and 14 starts with the Yankees and Orioles.

    


He still wears one of those World Series rings regularly on his pitching hand.
"Here's a game that I loved, I really enjoyed it and loved the game of baseball and they pay you for it. What more can you ask for?" Schallock said. "I wish I was playing today and getting the salaries that they get, but that's the way it goes."
Schallock shakes his head and smiles about the money. He signed with the Dodgers for $5,000, and if he lasted past June 1 he received another $5,000 payment. 
"When I got out of the service, I went to junior college for a couple of years and pitched baseball there and then I pitched semi-pro in San Francisco and made a name for myself and Brooklyn signed me," he shared.
Schallock still has some years to go to set any kind of age records. Negro Leagues pitcher Si Simmons of the 1926 New York Lincoln Giants lived to 111, while another ex-Yankees pitcher, Red Hoff, reached 107. 
Though Schallock has a hard time hearing these days, he relishes every chance to chat about baseball. And he offers no real secrets to his longevity -- no strict exercise regimen or special diet. 

    


"Stop having a drink, have two," he said, laughing. "That's all I was allowed to drink before dinner, that was it, my wife cut me off. Vodka over the rocks with a little splash of water, vodka and water and a little ice. Only two. I also had a few beers. 
"(Yankees manager) Casey Stengel always had beer in the clubhouse after the game. He'd rather see you drink in the clubhouse rather than some bar. 'Cuz two or three of you go in the bar and sit down, the fans think you're a drunk because you're sitting in a bar, so you drink in the ballpark."
Of course, there's been some good fortune along the way to make it to 100.
Serving for the U.S. Navy in the Pacific Ocean during World War II after enlisting in 1942, Schallock narrowly escaped harm when the neighboring aircraft carrier USS Liscome Bay was sunk by a Japanese torpedo in November 1943 and 644 were killed -- accounting for the majority of the casualties in the Battle of Makin.
"I never thought I would get back to the highest level. I wanted to play baseball, yes," he said. "I did it in junior college. In those years, the Bay Area was full of baseball. When I say full of baseball, semi-pros. Every town had a team."

    


Schallock has been signing his share of baseballs leading up to joining the rare centenarian club. They will throw him a party at his assisted living facility, Cogir On Napa Road Assisted Living and Memory Care.
Perhaps find him an agent now given all the fanfare?
"It's too late," Schallock said, laughing, "it's too late."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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                                        The WNBA draft is over, and superstars like No. 1 pick Caitlin Clark are heading toward surefire pro careers.
Not all 36 selections from his year's draft will have such assurances. The league has 144 coveted roster spots among 12 teams, and other options for pro careers in women's basketball either in the U.S. or overseas are scarce.
It's a sharp contrast from men's prospects who don't make NBA rosters. They have more opportunities, including more overseas opportunities and playing in the G League.
The NBA also has 30 teams with 15 players allowed on the regular season roster, so there are more spots available.
Why don't all WNBA draft picks make team rosters?
There's a simple reason why being among those 36 draft picks doesn't ensure a roster spot: most of the spots will be taken by returning players.
Only 19 of the 2023 picks played at least one game in the WNBA last season. Since 2018, 142 of 216 draft picks (65.7%) have played in a WNBA game at some point in their career.

    


The high mark was 28 of the 36 draftees in 2019.
Players have tried to carve out a WNBA chance by playing professionally overseas, but those jobs are also at a premium. Brittney Griner's nine-month incarceration in Moscow along with the war in Ukraine have led to the elimination of dozens of potential jobs in Russia.




Will the top college stars make it in the WNBA?
Clark, the former Iowa player and the NCAA's career leading scorer, was picked first overall by the Indiana Fever, and she'll certainly get a chance. The same is likely true for Stanford's Cameron Brink (No. 2, Los Angeles) and national champion South Carolina star Kamilla Cardoso (No. 3, Chicago).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last year, only seven of 12 second-round picks and three of 12 third-round picks saw any regular-season action. That suggests nothing is guaranteed for NCAA Tournament standouts like UConn's Nika Muhl (drafted No. 14, Seattle Storm) and Iowa's Kate Martin (No. 18, Las Vegas Aces).
Why does it matter?
Of course, it's disappointing for players who come so close to fulling their WNBA dreams but get squeezed out because of numbers. It also can be a big deal for fans who no longer get to see a favorite college player on the court.

    


"You can be a great college player and not make a WNBA roster," ESPN WNBA analyst LaChina Robinson said last year. "You're not only competing with players that are currently on the roster, but also a ton of women's basketball players overseas that have been honing their skills and waiting for opportunity to break into the WNBA."
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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    [image: Washington Capitals' Alex Ovechkin, center, talks to T.J. Oshie, right, and Max Pacioretty during the third period in Game 2 of the team's NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the New York Rangers, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Washington Capitals' John Carlson (74) and Alex Ovechkin (8) fight with New York Rangers' Ryan Lindgren (55) during the third period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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[image: Washington Capitals' Alex Ovechkin reacts after a call during the second period in Game 1 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the New York Rangers, Sunday, April 21, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Washington Capitals' Alex Ovechkin shoots during the second period in Game 1 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the New York Rangers, Sunday, April 21, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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                                        ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) -- Alex Ovechkin has just one shot on goal through the first two games of the Washington Capitals' first-round playoff series against the New York Rangers, which they trail 2-0.
Coach Spencer Carbery acknowledged after the Game 2 loss this week that Ovechkin is "struggling" and looks a bit off. The Capitals need production out of the No. 2 goal-scorer in NHL history, among other things, to get back in the series against the league's best team from the regular season. Game 3 is at home Friday night.
"I think it's just settle down a little bit," Ovechkin said Thursday. "Not good, but sometimes you just have to do what you can do out there: play physical, try to create open space for your linemates. But we're all in the same boat. We all have to play better if we want to get success."
Ovechkin's lowest shot total through the first two games of a series before now was four (2012 vs. Boston) and five in the 2018 Stanley Cup Final against Vegas. Washington went on to win each series.

    


The 38-year-old longtime captain and face of the franchise said patience is the key to getting more pucks on net against fellow Russian Igor Shesterkin, who has stopped 42 of the 46 shots he has faced so far.




"Try to find the lane," Ovechkin said. "We play against a good hockey team. They're going to sacrifice their body. They're going to play hard against our top lines, blocking shots, (be) physical, and we just have to play simple and if we have the puck on our stick don't throw it right away."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Carbery said he and Ovechkin have had some good discussions about how to get through defenders and be closer to the net for higher-quality opportunities and "attacking as much as he can."
"That's not necessarily from the perimeter -- getting to the inside, taking a couple extra steps, threaten, change your shot angle," Carbery said. "And now you've changed your shot angle and now there's no longer shin pads and a stick in your lane."

    


Getting Ovechkin the puck in better positions to shoot is also on the Capitals' to-do list. It can pay dividends, after he scored just eight goals in his first 43 games this season and finished with 31 after a torrid second half.
Teammates and coaches aren't worried about Ovechkin and expect him to be able to turn it on. He has 853 goals in the regular season trailing just Wayne Gretzky and 72 in the playoffs, one shy of Dallas Stars forward Joe Pavelski for the most among active players.
"He'll be good," Carbery said. "He's been through so many situations like this, I expect him to step up big time in Game 3."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/NHL
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    [image: Michigan head coach Sherrone Moore watches during the NCAA college football team's spring game in Ann Arbor, Mich., Saturday, April 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)]
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[image: FILE - Michigan quarterback Alex Orji runs during the team's NCAA college football game against Michigan State, Oct. 21, 2023, in East Lansing, Mich. Michigan coach Sherrone Moore will have a lot of decisions to make in his first season, leading the defending national champions after Jim Harbaugh bolted to coach the Los Angeles Chargers. Whom he chooses to start at quarterback will be potentially pivotal. Moore has a lot of options, including the speedy Orji and experienced Jack Tuttle. (AP Photo/Al Goldis, File)]
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[image: Michigan quarterback Alex Orji (10) shows head coach Sherrone Moore a wrestling belt after scoring a touchdown during the NCAA college football team's spring game in Ann Arbor, Mich., Saturday, April 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)]
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[image: FILE - Nebraska quarterback Dylan Raiola throws passes for teammates during the NCAA college football team's NFL Pro Day, Wednesday, March 20, 2024 in Lincoln, Neb. Raiola is the highest-ranked recruit in Nebraska program history and is the presumed starter this fall. (Anna Reed/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File, File)]
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[image: Oregon State quarterback Aidan Chiles runs with the ball during the first half of the team's NCAA college football game against Colorado on Nov. 4, 2023, in Boulder, Colo. Michigan State is breaking in a new football coach and quarterback this year. The Spartans may benefit from how familiar the pivotal people in the program are because they both were at Oregon State last season. Former Beavers coach Jonathan Smith was hired in late November and quarterback Chiles joined him less than a month later. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: Wisconsin quarterback Braedyn Locke (18) makes a pass during spring NCAA college football practice on a field outside Camp Randall Stadium in Madison, Wis., Saturday, April 20, 2024. (Samantha Madar/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]
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[image: Wisconsin quarterback Braedyn Locke (18) makes a pass during spring NCAA college football practice on a field outside Camp Randall Stadium in Madison, Wis., Saturday, April 20, 2024. (Samantha Madar/Wisconsin State Journal via AP)]
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                                        Quarterback discussions always dominate spring football, never more than this year in the Big Ten with transfers coming and going and only a handful of starters returning.
Just four of the 14 teams -- and two of the four from the Pac-12 that join the conference in August -- appear set at the position.
Defending national champion Michigan will go into preseason practice with a three-man competition to replace J.J. McCarthy. Alex Orji and Davis Warren were the starters in the spring game last Saturday. Jack Tuttle, granted a seventh year of eligibility, missed the spring while recovering from an injury.
"He'll be in it," first-year coach Sherrone Moore said. "We talked about this as a team, as a staff -- the dudes that he backed up are Michael Penix (at Indiana) and J.J. McCarthy. So he's got talent and we'll see what happens when he gets in fall camp."

    


Kansas State transfer Will Howard and Devin Brown are the front-runners to take over at Ohio State for Kyle McCord, who transferred to Syracuse.
Iowa and Northwestern face major challenges. The Hawkeyes' Cade McNamara continues to recover from a knee injury and was extremely limited in the spring, and the man who replaced him in October, Deacon Hill, entered the transfer portal Monday. The Wildcats also took a hit when 2023 starter Brendan Sullivan entered the portal on the same day.




At Michigan State, the assumption was that Aidan Chiles would be the guy when he transferred from Oregon State, the previous stop for first-year Spartans coach Jonathan Smith. But North Dakota transfer Tommy Schuster was sharp in the spring game and is making a push.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maryland will decide between North Carolina State transfer MJ Morris and Billy Edwards Jr., who was the backup to the prolific Taulia Tagovailoa. Rutgers' battle is between 2023 starter Gavin Wimsatt and Minnesota transfer Athan Kaliakmanis, who played for offensive coordinator Kirk Ciarrocca when Ciarrocca held same job with the Gophers.

    


Tyler Van Dyke, who started 28 games for Miami, and Braedyn Locke are dueling at Wisconsin. At Indiana, first-year coach Curt Cignetti will decide between Ohio transfer Kurtis Rourke and Tayven Jackson.
Nebraska coach Matt Rhule said he won't name a starter until the fall, but it would be a major surprise if it's not five-star freshman Dylan Raiola. He was the top national recruit among quarterbacks and has had a solid spring. Heinrich Haarberg is back, but the Cornhuskers put up the program's worst offensive numbers since the 1960s under his direction.
Illinois (Luke Altmyer), Minnesota (New Hampshire transfer Max Brosmer), Penn State (Drew Allar) and Purdue (Hudson Card) have their quarterback situations settled.
PLAYERS ON MOVE

Notable moves in the transfer portal:
WR Jahmal Banks (Wake Forest to Nebraska), LB Jaishawn Barham (Maryland to Michigan), Brosmer (New Hampshire to Minnesota), Chiles (Oregon State to Michigan State), Julian Fleming (Ohio State to Penn State), Hill (Iowa to TBD), Howard (Kansas State to Ohio State), RB Quinshon Judkins (Mississippi to Ohio State), Kaliakmanis (Minnesota to Rutgers), WR KeAndre Lambert-Smith (Penn State to Auburn), RB Reggie Love (Illinois to Purdue), McCord (Ohio State to Syracuse), C Seth McLaughlin (Alabama to Ohio State), WR Tanner Miller (Oregon State to Michigan State), OL Kadyn Proctor (Iowa to Alabama), DE Nic Scourton (Purdue to Texas A&M), Sullivan (Northwestern to TBD), Chip Trayanum (Ohio State to Kentucky), TE Cael Vanderbush (Iowa to TBD).

    


INJURY ROUNDUP

The most significant injury of the spring was to Michigan S Rod Moore, who tore his ACL in practice March 25. He has started 27 games and made a late interception to seal the Wolverines' win over Ohio State in November. ... Iowa tight end Luke Lachey was full-go in spring and looked good, offensive coordinator Tim Lester said. Lachey, one of the top offensive players in the conference, broke his ankle in the third game and missed the rest of the season. ... RBs Nicholas Singleton and Kaytron Allen didn't play in Penn State's spring game because of what coach James Franklin called "bumps and bruises." ... RB Kyle Monangai and CB Robert Longerbeam missed the last week of Rutgers' spring practice with minor injuries. ... Wisconsin LB Aaron Witt will be out until fall after suffering an upper-body injury last week.

    


SEASON OPENERS
Minnesota once again will open with a Thursday night game, hosting North Carolina on Aug. 29. Eastern Illinois also visits Illinois that night.
Aug. 31: Fresno State at Michigan; Akron at Ohio State; Penn State at West Virginia; UConn at Maryland; Howard at Rutgers; Florida Atlantic at Michigan State; FIorida International at Indiana; Illinois State at Iowa; UTEP at Nebraska; Miami (Ohio) at Northwestern; Western Michigan at Wisconsin; Indiana State at Purdue.
Openers for Pac-12 teams entering the Big Ten, on Aug. 31: UCLA at Hawaii; Idaho at Oregon; Weber State at Washington. Sept. 1: Southern California vs. LSU, at Las Vegas.
___
This story has been corrected to correct the month of the Pac-12 school's entry to the Big Ten. It is August, not July.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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    [image: The crowd watch Norway's Casper Ruud playing Spain's Rafael Nadal on the court Philippe Chatrier, known as center court, during their final match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium Sunday, June 5, 2022 in Paris. The Roland Garros stadium will host the tennis competitions during the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)]
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[image: Spanish tennis player Rafael Nadal gives a press conference at the Mutua Madrid Open tennis tournament in Madrid, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- The second retractable roof at Roland Garros will be inaugurated on the opening day of the French Open next month, organizers said on Thursday about a project planned with the Paris Olympics in mind.
A ceremony for the roof over the 10,000-seat Suzanne Lenglen court will be held on May 26 when play starts in the main draws, tournament director Amelie Mauresmo said at a news conference.
Even before the inauguration for the two-week tournament, the roof can be closed if rain comes during qualifying rounds on the six previous days.
The main 15,000-seat Philippe Chatrier court has had a retractable roof since 2020.
"It is a court that will help us a lot," Mauresmo said, calling it the "most visible new feature" of the 2024 tournament.
Mauresmo praised the new roof as giving more flexibility in scheduling matches and ensuring play for 25,000 fans on the grounds and TV viewers worldwide.

    


The two roofed courts will help keep the Olympic tournament on schedule from July 27-Aug. 4 at the Paris Games. At the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, matches in open-air courts were disrupted by searing heat and humidity.




Rafael Nadal, the record 14-time men's singles champion at the clay-court Grand Slam, doubted on Wednesday he will be ready for Roland Garros as he's dealing with injuries at age 37.
"We cross our fingers for him and for us. He's at home and he knows it," Mauresmo said, hours before Nadal was due on court at the Madrid Open. "We are waiting to see what happens and we will follow his desires."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even though Nadal is the all-time greatest player at Roland Garros, Mauresmo is not yet prepared to make a special case for him to be seeded as his ranking has dropped to No. 512. Wimbledon has given preferred seeding to grass-court specialist players. 
"We have also seen that it brought some benefits but it has also brought some drawbacks," Mauresmo said about seeding according to a player's history instead of current ranking. "So that is not a subject on the table yet."

    


If Nadal is unseeded, he could be drawn to face any other player in the first round, including long-time rival and defending champion Novak Djokovic or two-time major champion Carlos Alcaraz.
Nadal, an Olympic gold medalist in singles and doubles, is expected at Roland Garros for the Summer Games, and could play doubles with Alcaraz, French Tennis Federation official Stephane Morel suggested.
Roland Garros also stages boxing finals in the second week of the Olympics. Mauresmo said the extra attractions had only a positive effect on demand for the French Open.
The tournament is sold out for the first week with daily crowds of 75,000 expected, and about 650,000 across the three weeks including qualifying.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: Chicago Cubs relief pitcher Luke Little pauses on the mound during the fifth inning of the team's baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Chicago Cubs reliever Luke Little said he had to change his glove before he entered Wednesday night's 4-3 victory over the Houston Astros because of an American flag patch.
Manager Craig Counsell went to insert Little with one out in the seventh inning. But as the 6-foot-8 left-hander went through the usual check by umpires for pitchers coming into the game, he was told he had to swap out his glove.
"The issue was the American flag was on his glove," Counsell said. "Pitchers' gloves, they're pretty strict about not having white on the pitchers' gloves. Apparently the flag had what could be a distraction to the hitter."
As Little went to the mound to warm up for his ninth appearance of the season and No. 16 for his career, a clubhouse attendant went to his locker to find a replacement. The first glove he brought to Little also had an American flag patch, so he went back to get another one -- which hadn't been broken in.

    


"I had to beat it a little bit, try and get it flexed out," Little said. "Of all the things to do is breaking in a glove during a game."
The 23-year-old Little, who is from North Carolina, said he has been using the same glove since Class A ball. After the issue was resolved, he retired both batters he faced.




Following the victory, Little posted on the social platform X, " Proud to be an American ... Go Cubs Go, " on X, along with a flag emoji and a GIF of wrestler Hulk Hogan playing a guitar in front of an American flag.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The clubbies told me that they had got an email from MLB that I'm not allowed to wear it," he told the AP. "But I just didn't assume that they were just going to just cut me. It's not like it has an advantage in the game. It's not like it blinds the hitters. Just representing my country.
"Just a whole debacle. Got to get ready without it and throw through it."
An MLB spokesperson said Thursday that the league notified the Cubs previously that the glove couldn't be used because the white was deemed a competitive distraction.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Bob Cole, the voice of hockey in Canada for a half century who served as the soundtrack for some of the national sport's biggest moments, has died. He was 90.
Friend and fellow broadcaster John Shannon said Cole died Wednesday night in his hometown of St. John's, the capital of the Canadian province of Newfoundland and Labrador. The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, the network for which Cole worked, announced his death Thursday, adding daughter Megan said her father had been healthy "up until the very end."
Known for his "Oh baby!" catchphrase, Cole called some iconic games as part of CBC's "Hockey Night in Canada." His distinctive play-by-play style added even more flavor to the 1972 Summit Series between Canada and the Soviet Union, the 2002 Olympic final in Salt Lake City and numerous Stanley Cup Finals.
Cole called his first game, on radio, between Boston and Montreal in April 1969 and moved to TV in 1973. He called his last game on April 6, 2019 -- the regular-season finale between the Canadiens and Toronto Maple Leafs -- and in between was honored by the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1996, winning the Foster Hewitt Memorial Award for outstanding contributions as a hockey broadcaster.

    


Greg Millen, a former NHL goaltender-turned-broadcaster, said Cole's voice was "almost like a symphony."




"Bob had an unbelievable ability of bringing the game up and down depending on what was happening on the ice," Millen said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe opened his remarks between playoff games Thursday by passing along condolences to Cole's family.
"Someone who touched the game in so many ways, as an icon in our sport and the voice of hockey, not just in Toronto, but in our country," Keefe said. "A sad day for sure."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Will Anderson Jr. is back at the NFL draft a year after the Houston Texans selected the AP Defensive Rookie of the Year with the third pick overall.
Anderson and New Orleans Saints edge rusher Chase Young joined Klutch Athletics founder Rich Paul this week for the reveal of New Balance's first football cleats. Marvin Harrison Jr., who is expected to be the first wide receiver selected Thursday night, also will be wearing the new cleats.
"I was one of those people who didn't care about what cleat I had on and when I got to the league it started to change a little bit more," said Anderson, who had seven sacks as a rookie. "You start putting a little bit more weight on, your body starts changing, and then you got vets (giving advice) so that's when I started taking it serious and started seeing it's a big difference, comfortability, how your feet move in it, ankle support." 

    


Paul, whose Klutch Athletics sportswear brand is co-authored with New Balance, emphasized the importance of giving players input into the design.
"These guys play every Sunday so the perspective that Will and Chase can give you from the field directly to the innovation Center is extremely important," Paul said. "They plant their foot, they cut and then the scale and the size of these guys and their mobility, being able to build a cleat that actually supports that and enhances their ability to perform is really cool.




"Also, we gotta have the voice of the athlete be back to the athlete. You can't just go out and make something and then expect them to perform in it without giving them input. That doesn't work. And so just making sure that we can consistently be authentic in that space is important."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Paul, a mega-agent whose first client was LeBron James, is focusing his brand on bringing together community, athletes and culture.
"That's one of the main reasons why I got involved because of that community feel," Anderson said. "That's what I'm all about. Growing up, I didn't have somebody with the platform that I have come back and talk to my school or come back and talk to me when I was little. So I got this blessing to be a blessing. So now that I'm here, I get to go out and talk to the community, talk to the kids, to do all this good stuff to be a positive influence because that's something that I wanted growing up. Now I got the chance to do that, to be a part of something special with Rich and the team that he's built."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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[image: Racquel Smith arrives to Orleans Parish Criminal District Court ahead of the Cardell Hayes sentencing in the killing of her husband and former New Orleans Saints player Will Smith at the Orleans Criminal Court building in New Orleans, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Sophia Germer/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | Racquel Smith arrives to Orleans Parish Criminal District Court ahead of the Cardell Hayes sentencing in the killing of her husband and former New Orleans Saints player Will Smith at the Orleans Criminal Court building in New Orleans, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Sophia Germer/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
Racquel Smith arrives to Orleans Parish Criminal District Court ahead of the Cardell Hayes sentencing in the killing of her husband and former New Orleans Saints player Will Smith at the Orleans Criminal Court building in New Orleans, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Sophia Germer/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- The man who fatally shot retired NFL star Will Smith during a confrontation following a car crash in 2016 received a 25-year prison sentence Thursday in a New Orleans courtroom. 
It was the second time Cardell Hayes, 36, had faced sentencing in Smith's death. He was convicted of manslaughter in December 2016 and later sentenced to 25 years. But the jury vote had been 10-2 and the conviction was later tossed after the U.S. Supreme Court outlawed such non-unanimous verdicts. After a new trial, Hayes was convicted by a unanimous jury in January.
In handing down the sentence, Judge Camille Buras acknowledged the strong support Hayes received from friends and family. But she noted that both Hayes and a companion were armed when they exited Hayes' car after the crash, and that Smith was unarmed. 
Smith was shot eight times -- seven times in the back -- during the confrontation with Hayes that happened after Hayes' SUV struck the rear of Smith's vehicle.

    
        
    

    


Smith's daughter Lisa, now a teenager, was among those who spoke in court before the sentencing. She said her mother had to relearn to walk after the shooting and she lamented not having her father around for major life events.
"Mr. Hayes, you ruined my life," she said. "You took my father away from me."
In testimony in support of Hayes, his mother, Dawn Mumphrey, expressed sorrow for the loss of Smith. "Our lives are forever changed as well," she said, her voice shaking. She tearfully looked at the judge. "I ask for your mercy," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hayes has long said he fired in self-defense. He said he fired only because he believed a drunken and belligerent Smith had retrieved a gun from his SUV. He insisted on the stand that he heard a "pop" before he started shooting and that he did not shoot at Smith's wife, Racquel, who was hit in the legs.
Evidence showed Smith was intoxicated at the time of the confrontation. But there was no witness or forensic evidence to back up Hayes' claim that Smith had wielded or fired a weapon. At the January retrial, defense attorney John Fuller did not call Hayes to testify, but insisted prosecutors had failed to prove Hayes didn't fire in self-defense. 

    


Hayes was released on bond after having served more than four years of the original sentence. He remained free during multiple retrial delays, some due to the COVID-19 pandemic. But he was taken back into custody following the unanimous Jan. 27 verdict and had been awaiting sentencing at the New Orleans jail.
The overturned verdicts from the 2016 jury also included an attempted manslaughter conviction in the wounding of Racquel Smith. Hayes was acquitted of that charge at January's second trial.
Hayes has already served more than four years in prison, for which he will receive credit. He has also been subject to strict supervision and home confinement. It was not immediately clear whether and how that would count toward his sentence. Buras said she would discuss that with prison officials.
Before Thursday's sentencing, about two dozen of Hayes' family and friends formed a circle and prayed in the wide courthouse hallway.

    


Smith, a 34-year-old father of three, was a defensive leader on the Saints team that lifted spirits in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina devastated the city in 2005. He helped carry the team to a winning season in 2006 and a Super Bowl victory in 2010. Smith attended Ohio State University and helped the Buckeyes win the 2002 national championship.
Hayes, who owned a tow truck business, once played semi-pro football and is the father of a young son.
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    [image: FILE - A Chinese flag is unfurled on the podium of a swimming event final at the 2020 Summer Olympics, on July 29, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. An Australian newspaper said Saturday, April 20, 2024, 23 Chinese swimmers were cleared to compete at the Tokyo Olympics despite testing positive to doping because world governing bodies agreed with Chinese authorities and ruled that the tests had been contaminated.(AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Heavily criticized for its secretive oversight of positive tests by 23 Chinese swimmers before the Tokyo Olympics, the World Anti-Doping Agency on Thursday appointed a veteran Swiss prosecutor to review how it handled the cases.
The Montreal-based doping watchdog said Eric Cottier will be an independent prosecutor "to conduct a thorough review of WADA's handling of the matter."
Cottier was attorney general of Vaud -- the home canton (state) of the International Olympic Committee and swimming's governing body World Aquatics -- for 17 years until his retirement in December 2022.
The prosecutor is expected to deliver a report, WADA said, "within two months" -- just weeks before the opening of the Paris Olympics where some of the same Chinese swimmers could compete.
Three of the 23 swimmers later won gold medals at the Tokyo Olympics where American and British swimmers took the silver medals. The Games were held in 2021.

    


It was unclear if Cottier will travel to China to question people involved in the 2021 investigation.
Cottier's report will go to the executive committee of WADA. Its vice president Yang Yang is a two-time Olympic gold medalist in speed skating from China and a former IOC member.




Investigations by the New York Times and German broadcaster ARD published over the weekend detailed how top swimmers from China tested positive for the same banned heart medication in January 2021 at a national meet about seven months before the Tokyo Games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Chinese state authorities later explained to WADA it found evidence weeks after of contamination, including in spice containers, in the kitchen of a hotel where the swimmers stayed. It is still unclear how traces of the medication trimetazidine (TMZ) got into the kitchen.
WADA accepted the explanation and the Chinese anti-doping agency rulings that the swimmers were not to blame in 2021 when its own investigators could not travel to China during a lockdown in the COVID-19 pandemic.

    


The swimmers never served provisional suspensions during the investigation and their positive tests were never made public until the past week.
The Times and ARD revelations have angered athletes, swim federations and anti-doping officials worldwide who suspect favorable treatment for China, which has paid WADA almost $2 million in extra funding in recent years.
Throughout 2021, China was working closely with the IOC on the challenging preparations to host the Winter Olympics in Beijing in February 2022. They were successfully staged in lockdown conditions.
WADA leaders insisted at a 90-minute news conference Monday they had followed their rules and due process in world sports.
"WADA's integrity and reputation is under attack," its president Witold Banka, a former 400-meter runner from Poland, said Thursday in a statement.
Banka said WADA was "unfairly accused of bias in favor of China" by not appealing at the Court of Arbitration for Sport in Lausanne to challenge decisions that cleared the swimmers.
The agency said Cottier "will be granted full and unfettered access to all of WADA's files and documents related to this matter and will be free to consult with any independent experts as he sees fit."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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    [image: FILE - Florida State head coach Mike Norvell claps as his players warm up for the Orange Bowl NCAA college football game against Georgia, Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Norvell, like most every other team in the Atlantic Coast Conference, has spent the spring handling change. He hopes it can lead to another league title and a spot in the 12-team College Football Playoff. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: FILE - Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney walks on the field before an NCAA college football game against Miami, Saturday, Oct. 21, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Clemson's offense is searching for playmakers this season after a year when the team's mistakes had them at 4-4 and out of ACC title contention by the end of October. The Tigers rallied for five straight victories, but don't want to dig a similar hole this season. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | FILE - Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney walks on the field before an NCAA college football game against Miami, Saturday, Oct. 21, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Clemson's offense is searching for playmakers this season after a year when the team's mistakes had them at 4-4 and out of ACC title contention by the end of October. The Tigers rallied for five straight victories, but don't want to dig a similar hole this season. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Louisville head coach Jeff Brohm shouts instructions to his team during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Louisville, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023. Louisville enters without Jack Plummer, who led Jeff Brohm's first-year program to its first ACC title game berth. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, FIle)]
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[image: FILE - FILE - Coastal Carolina quarterback Grayson McCall runs against Georgia Southern during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Sept. 30, 2023, in Statesboro, Ga. North Carolina State broke in Coastal Carolina transfer Grayson McCall this spring. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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[image: FILE - Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik (2) plays against North Carolina during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. Clemson's offense is searching for playmakers this season after a year when the team's mistakes had them at 4-4 and out of ACC title contention by the end of October. The Tigers rallied for five straight victories, but don't want to dig a similar hole this season. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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[image: FILE - New England Patriots offensive coordinator Bill O'Brien watches warm ups before an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023, in Pittsburgh. Three ACC teams had new leaders in charge this spring in Boston College's Bill O'Brien, Duke's Manny Diaz and Syracuse's Fran Brown. (AP Photo/Matt Freed, File)]
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[image: FILE - Oregon State quarterback DJ Uiagalelei (5) looks to throw a pass against Washington during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Corvallis, Ore. The biggest new addition for Florida State is at quarterback where one-time Clemson starter D.J. Uiagalelei takes over for Jordan Travis, who helped Florida State to its first ACC championship in nine years. (AP Photo/Mark Ylen, FIle)]
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    [image: FILE - Florida State head coach Mike Norvell claps as his players warm up for the Orange Bowl NCAA college football game against Georgia, Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Norvell, like most every other team in the Atlantic Coast Conference, has spent the spring handling change. He hopes it can lead to another league title and a spot in the 12-team College Football Playoff. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: FILE - Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney walks on the field before an NCAA college football game against Miami, Saturday, Oct. 21, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Clemson's offense is searching for playmakers this season after a year when the team's mistakes had them at 4-4 and out of ACC title contention by the end of October. The Tigers rallied for five straight victories, but don't want to dig a similar hole this season. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)]
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[image: FILE - Louisville head coach Jeff Brohm shouts instructions to his team during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Louisville, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023. Louisville enters without Jack Plummer, who led Jeff Brohm's first-year program to its first ACC title game berth. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, FIle)]
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[image: FILE - FILE - Coastal Carolina quarterback Grayson McCall runs against Georgia Southern during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Sept. 30, 2023, in Statesboro, Ga. North Carolina State broke in Coastal Carolina transfer Grayson McCall this spring. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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[image: FILE - Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik (2) plays against North Carolina during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. Clemson's offense is searching for playmakers this season after a year when the team's mistakes had them at 4-4 and out of ACC title contention by the end of October. The Tigers rallied for five straight victories, but don't want to dig a similar hole this season. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)]
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[image: FILE - New England Patriots offensive coordinator Bill O'Brien watches warm ups before an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023, in Pittsburgh. Three ACC teams had new leaders in charge this spring in Boston College's Bill O'Brien, Duke's Manny Diaz and Syracuse's Fran Brown. (AP Photo/Matt Freed, File)]
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[image: FILE - Oregon State quarterback DJ Uiagalelei (5) looks to throw a pass against Washington during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Corvallis, Ore. The biggest new addition for Florida State is at quarterback where one-time Clemson starter D.J. Uiagalelei takes over for Jordan Travis, who helped Florida State to its first ACC championship in nine years. (AP Photo/Mark Ylen, FIle)]
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                                        Florida State coach Mike Norvell, like most every other coach in the Atlantic Coast Conference and across the sport, has spent the spring handling change. 
He hopes it can lead to another league title and a spot in the 12-team College Football Playoff. 
The biggest new addition for the Seminoles is at quarterback, where one-time Clemson starter D.J. Uiagalelei takes over for Jordan Travis, who helped Florida State to its first ACC championship in nine years before a late, season-ending injury.
Uiagalelei, a backup behind Trevor Lawrence when the Tigers last went to the national playoffs in 2020, looks to keep the Seminoles near the top. 
"All in all, it's just been a really good spring that we've been able to put together," Norvell said following the team's spring game this past weekend. 
Uiagalelei, who twice defeated Florida State as a Clemson starter, spent last season at Oregon State. Uiagalelei said he joined the Seminoles because expectations are high after last season's success. 

    


"That's what you want. You want to be able to be able to be able to play at a place where the expectations are high and it's ACC championship, national championship or bust," said Uiagalelei, playing his fifth season. 




SIGNAL CALLERS
The Seminoles are not the only program navigating change this offseason. Louisville is without Jack Plummer, who led Jeff Brohm's first-year program to its first ACC title game berth. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

North Carolina State broke in Coastal Carolina transfer Grayson McCall this spring. North Carolina, Duke, Pitt, Syracuse and Wake Forest will all have quarterbacks getting their first extensive action with their teams. 
Brohm liked what he saw out of Texas Tech transfer Tyler Shough this spring. "Once we get into game planning and ways to move the chains, he'll be very efficient because he's an accurate passer," Brohm said. 
Accuracy is what new Wolfpack passer McCall is all about. He set the NCAA record with a 207.6 passer efficiency rating in 2021, a mark that was surpassed by LSU's Jayden Daniels (208) this past season. 

    


North Carolina State coach Dave Doeren saw McCall's poise and confidence all spring. "He's got a lot of grit. He's a really tough kid, couldn't be happier with what he's doing," he said. 
COACHING CHANGES
Three ACC teams had new leaders in charge this spring in Boston College's Bill O'Brien, Duke's Manny Diaz and Syracuse's Fran Brown. 
O'Brien took over when Jeff Hafley left to become Green Bay's defensive coordinator. O'Brien had success as head coach at Penn State before going to Houston. He also was on Nick Saban's Alabama staff and helped develop quarterbacks Mac Jones and Bryce Young
Diaz, the former Miami coach, was hired after Mike Elko left to become Texas A&M's choice to replace the fired Jimbo Fisher. 
BIGGER CHANGES
The ACC, like all other Power Five leagues except the Pac-12, will add to their membership with SMU of the American Athletic Conference joining officially on July 1 and Cal and Stanford the Pac-12 joining on Aug. 2. 
The moves mean additional travel for college football coaches that don't generally like change. Florida State will play at SMU next season and host Cal. 

    


Louisville goes to Stanford next season a week before facing Pitt at home. Another contender, North Carolina State, heads to Cal in mid-October. 
CLEMSON'S SPRING
The Tigers, picked last summer to repeat as ACC champions, instead lost four league games before November and missed the CFP for a third straight season. 
Clemson finished with a flourish -- five straight victories including over ranked opponents in Notre Dame and North Carolina -- and took plenty of confidence into spring drills. Coach Dabo Swinney anticipates a huge step forward for quarterback Cade Klubnik in his second full season as starter. 
"We had to learn the hard way sometimes and I had to learn the hard way," Klubnik said. "That's just how it is." 
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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    [image: FILE - Alfa Romeo test driver Theo Pourchaire, of France, drives during a practice session for the Formula One U.S. Grand Prix auto race at Circuit of the Americas, Friday, Oct. 21, 2022, in Austin, Texas. Pourchaire faces a new challenge after his IndyCar debut in going from the streets of Long Beach to the road course at Barber Motorsports Park in Alabama. The 20-year old Frenchman, who is the reigning Formula 2 champion, gets his second turn racing for injured Arrow McLaren driver David Malukas on Sunday. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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                                        Theo Pourchaire faces a new challenge following his IndyCar debut -- going from the streets of Long Beach to the road course at Barber Motorsports Park in Alabama.
The 20-year old Frenchman, who is the reigning Formula 2 champion, gets his second turn racing for injured Arrow McLaren driver David Malukas on Sunday. He goes to a different side of the country and a much different course.
"For me, it was something new," Pourchaire said this week after McLaren said he would race Barber. "It was not easy to learn, but in the end I think I adapted pretty quickly to this championship, to this car, to the team. I still have a lot of things to learn, like for example, this weekend it's going to be a new race track.
"I will almost start from zero. I have a little bit more experience now, so I feel a bit more confident."
Pourchaire had never before driven an Indy car until last weekend's first practice session. He qualified 22nd but finished 11th and was IndyCar's "biggest mover" at Long Beach, "which is incredible for my first IndyCar race."

    


His introduction to the American open-wheel series came with no track time leading up to last Friday's first practice at Long Beach. He'd been in Indianapolis for a couple of weeks before for a seat-fitting and to get acclimated with the team, and spent one day in the Chevrolet simulator in North Carolina.




Pourchaire is still adapting to aspects of IndyCar like the longer length of the races and different fuel strategies. He expects to need a few laps on the 17-turn, 2.3-mile Barber track to get up to a competitive speed starting with Friday's first practice session.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I learned a lot of things" at Long Beach, he said. "How the car behaves on the race track like Long Beach was important for me to discover. But it will be even more important to rediscover the car, I think, in Barber, because the track is completely different."
___
AP IndyCar: https://apnews.com/hub/indycar
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    [image: Rafael Nadal of Spain returns the ball to Darwin Blanch of United States during the Mutua Madrid Open tennis tournament in Madrid, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Rafael Nadal of Spain competes against Darwin Blanch of United States during the Mutua Madrid Open tennis tournament in Madrid, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Rafael Nadal of Spain serves to Darwin Blanch of United States during the Mutua Madrid Open tennis tournament in Madrid, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- Rafael Nadal didn't need much effort as he cruised to a 6-1, 6-0 victory over American teenager Darwin Blanch in the first round of the Madrid open on Thursday.
Nadal looked in good form in what was only his third match since returning from his latest injury layoff. He had made his return in Barcelona last week, losing to Alex De Minaur in the second round.
The 37-year-old Nadal had arrived in Madrid saying he was not 100% fit, and that he was only going to play because the tournament was at home.
On Wednesday, Nadal said that in his current condition he would not play if this was the French Open.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- A Kentucky appeals court judge has denied Zedan Racing Stables' requests for an emergency hearing and ruling that sought to allow Bob Baffert-trained Arkansas Derby winner Muth to run in next week's Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs.
Kentucky Court of Appeals Judge Jeff S. Taylor issued an order denying relief on Wednesday, saying Zedan's motion failed to name the Hall of Fame trainer suspended by Churchill Downs as an "indispensable party" in its motion. Taylor's order added that the action "constitutes an impermissible collateral attack by a nonparty" after a federal court ruled against Baffert last year.
Taylor also wrote the ZRS' "inexplicable" delay seeking relief from Baffert's extended ban by the historic track precluded consideration for emergency relief. A three-judge panel will hear the motions as standard procedure, but time is short for an immediate decision with eligible Derby horses required to be stabled at the track by Saturday morning. The post draw is Saturday evening.

    


ZRS sued Churchill Downs days after Muth's Arkansas Derby victory, seeking entry into the milestone 150th Kentucky Derby on May 4 despite the track's extended suspension of Baffert through the end of this year. The discipline keeps the two-time Triple Crown winner out of the Derby for a third consecutive year after an initial two-year suspension for a failed postrace drug test by deceased colt Medina Spirit (who was disqualified) after it crossed the finish line first in the 2021 race.




Muth won last month's Arkansas Derby but could not receive the 100 points that would have put him in the 20-horse field because of the suspension. Jefferson County Circuit Judge Mitch Perry denied the injunction last week and expressed concern about "innocent third parties" having to remove eligible horses to make room for Muth.
Perry also noted that ZRS was aware Baffert's horses had to be transferred to a non-suspended trainer by Jan. 29 yet chose to remain with him.
___
AP horse racing: https://apnews.com/hub/horse-racing
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- The Chicago Blackhawks have agreed to a six-year contract with defenseman Alex Vlasic, rewarding one of their best young players with a long-term deal.
The team announced the move on Thursday. The contract runs through the 2029-30 season with a $4.6 million salary-cap hit.
"Alex made enormous strides this year and proved he is a legitimate top-four defenseman in the NHL," general manager Kyle Davidson said in a release. "In his first full season in the NHL, Alex established himself as an important piece of our young core, and we're excited to have him with us for the next six years."
Chicago went 23-53-6 this year, setting a franchise record for losses. But it is hoping for a turnaround as soon as next season, and the contract for Vlasic stamps the Wilmette, Illinois, native as part of the team's young core.
The 6-foot-6 Vlasic, who turns 23 in June, had two goals and 14 assists in 76 games this season. He averaged almost 21 1/2 minutes of ice time, ranking second on the team behind fellow defenseman Seth Jones.

    


Vlasic and Jones are on the U.S. roster for the world championships in Czechia next month.
Vlasic was selected by Chicago in the second round of the 2019 draft, and he made his NHL debut with the Blackhawks in March 2022. He has three goals and 16 assists in 97 career NHL games.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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                                        U.S. Olympic hurdler Christina Clemons sent numerous emails to those in the track community raising concerns over a gap in health care insurance coverage for new mothers who still wanted to compete.
Those baby steps turned into big strides as USA Track & Field unveiled a program Thursday that expands an existing maternity support system to give athletes more time to work their way back. It's one less hurdle for women in the sport who want to start a family in the middle of their careers.
For Clemons, it's a way to help carry the baton and follow in the footsteps of Allyson Felix and others who have been advocating for equality for mothers on and off the track.
"There is a huge lack of support in sports in general when it comes to mothers, which is crazy to me," said the 33-year-old Clemons, who gave birth to her son, Kylo, on Feb. 4, 2023, and is trying to make the U.S. team for the Paris Games this summer. "This program (by USATF) really is filling a gap and coming in and saving the day. You don't feel so pressured to perform at a time when no matter what you do, you really can't -- not a year after pregnancy."

    


Under the current system, a Team USA athlete can gain assistance through the Elite Athlete Health Insurance set up by the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee. It provides insurance for one year after the end of a pregnancy, with the caveat that an athlete still expects to compete. There's also an athlete stipend.




USATF's new plan increases the time frame to give an athlete more of an opportunity to recover and more chances to requalify for their funding, which is based on results and rankings through a tiered system that need to be achieved by a certain date. To qualify for tier status, an athlete must meet certain criteria such as being a medalist or finalist in the most recent major meet (Olympics or world championships) or finish in the top 15 in the world rankings. There are other levels, too, based on performance.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This season, USATF's expanded policy includes six athletes, with funding part of the organization's overall budget. It reimburses for COBRA health care premiums, along with providing additional support through the USATF's high-performance programs.

    


"For us, it's a pretty simple fix -- and an important fix," said Renee Chube Washington, the chief operating officer for USATF. "It's stressful being a new mom or dad. ... If we can help ease a little bit of that stress, we can and we will."
For so long, women in track and field encountered the same sort of message -- get pregnant and face barriers. Through the actions over the years of some of the sport's top runners like Felix, Kara Goucher and Alysia Montano, more light is being cast on the subject. They successfully lobbied for more protections over endorsement-contract terms.
Clemons wants to help pave the way, too.
"It's extremely important because these changes that us mothers are making will change the outlook women have on becoming mothers while still competing," said Clemons, a silver medalist in the 60-meter hurdles at the 2018 world indoor championships. "Many women wait until after they finish their careers to become mothers because of the fear of not being supported. We shouldn't have to put our lives on hold when men don't have to."

    


In addition, USATF is exploring ways to provide child care options at big events for athletes who are parents.
"It's all a part of a holistic approach to help our athletes," Washington said. "It's part of the secret sauce that makes the difference to get us on the podium, which is where we want to be."
For Clemons, the new health insurance policy became a game changer.
Clemons competed until she was 2 1/2 months pregnant, with her last race at the 2022 U.S. outdoor championships that June. She didn't officially return to training until last October, which didn't give her a chance to requalify for tier benefits by the September deadline. She sent email after email to officials to voice her concerns.
The new program grants her a grace period to obtain tier status. Clemons made the U.S. squad for the world indoor championships last month, advancing to the semifinals in the hurdles. But it wasn't until a race two weeks ago when she truly felt back, matching a personal-best time.

    


"What USATF did to correct this (gap) is huge for mothers," said Clemons, who is preparing for U.S. Olympic trials in June in an effort to earn a ticket to Paris. "I'm very appreciative.
"I have the support that I need behind me. I really, truly feel like I'll make this team and I'll come home with a medal."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) -- Pakistan won the toss and elected to field against New Zealand in the fourth Twenty20 on Thursday.
The five-match series is tied 1-1.
Mohammad Rizwan and Irfan Khan were ruled out of the remainder of the series after suffering hamstring injuries during the third T20 last Sunday.
Allrounder Imad Wasim, who came out of retirement for the T20 World Cup in June, received his first game of the series and left-handed batter Fakhar Zaman replaced Rizwan. Leg-spinner Usama Mir was included in place of Abrar Ahmed, and fast bowler Zaman Khan and Mohammad Amir replaced rested fast bowlers Shaheen Shah Afridi and Naseem Shah.
New Zealand also made three changes. Opening batter Tim Seifert was ruled out due to a sore back and was replaced by Tom Blundell, who will play his first game in the series. Josh Clarkson has recovered from illness, and Ben Sears has replaced Cole McConchie.

    


___
Lineups:
Pakistan: Saim Ayub, Babar Azam (captain), Fakhar Zaman, Usman Khan, Shadab Khan, Iftikhar Ahmed, Imad Wasim, Usama Mir, Mohammad Amir, Abbas Afridi, Zaman Khan.
New Zealand: Tim Robinson, Tom Blundell, Dean Foxcroft, Mark Chapman, James Neesham, Michael Bracewell (captain), Josh Clarkson, Ben Sears, Ish Sodhi, William O'Rourke, Jacob Duffy.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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    [image: FILE - Philadelphia Eagles offensive tackle Jordan Mailata (68) after an NFL football game against the New York Giants, on Jan. 8, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. The NFL will expand its international search for talent by opening an academy in rugby-mad Australia to develop promising teenagers in the Asia-Pacific region into college and pro prospects. The NFL Academy will open in September for student athletes ages 12 to 18, following recruitment camps taking place this summer in Australia and New Zealand. Ahead with the NFL Draft, the announcement says the region is full of talent the likes of Philadelphia Eagles offensive tackle Jordan Mailata, a 6-foot-8 Australian who was deemed too big for rugby. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)]
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                                        The NFL will expand its international search for talent by opening an academy in rugby-mad Australia to develop promising teenagers in the Asia-Pacific region into college and pro prospects.
The NFL Academy will open in September for student athletes aged 12 to 18, following recruitment camps taking place this summer in Australia and New Zealand, the league announced on Thursday.
Ahead of the NFL Draft, the announcement says the region is full of talent such as Philadelphia Eagles offensive tackle Jordan Mailata, a 6-foot-8 (2.08-meter) Australian who was deemed too big for rugby league.
"Football has changed my life, and opening an NFL Academy in Australia will no doubt help many more young people change theirs," Mailata said in the league announcement.
The academy will be housed at A.B. Paterson College on the Gold Coast and the plans include construction of a high-performance facility on the college grounds -- to be completed in 2026 -- also available for community use.

    


Mailata, who came through the league's International Player Pathway program, will be on the Gold Coast to announce the Eagles' first-round draft pick.




"The Asia-Pacific region is rich in sporting talent, and I look forward to seeing the next generation of football players out there craft their own pathway to playing in the NFL in the years to come," he said.
The move is another step in the league's global expansion. NFL owners voted in December to authorize the league to hold eight games internationally each season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Green Bay Packers will play the Eagles when the NFL holds its first regular-season game in Brazil on Sept. 6. For the 2024 season, the NFL will also have three games in London along with one in Germany. And Spain is on tap in 2025 for its first game, to be played at Real Madrid's newly renovated Santiago Bernabeu Stadium.
The league already has an academy in the UK, and Europe has become a reliable source of Division I recruits.

    


The Asia-Pacific region has lots of potential, and not just for Aussie punters.
New Zealand sprinter Eddie Osei-Nketia switched to American football to play for Hawaii.
Rugby and Australian Rules are potentially good sources of talent like Welsh rugby union star Louis Rees-Zammit, who signed with the Kansas City Chiefs as a returner/running back/wide receiver.
For the new academy, the first recruitment camp is scheduled on June 29 at A.B. Paterson College. A second is July 6 in Sydney followed by an Aug. 24 camp in Auckland, New Zealand.
"The NFL Academy program is a significant league initiative that is driving football development efforts globally, and successfully changing the lives of young people around the world," said Brett Gosper, head of Europe and APAC with the NFL.
"We look forward to bringing the program to the Gold Coast, Australia, and continuing to build authentic player pathways for international talent, giving more young people from across the Asia-Pacific region the opportunity to play the game in the years ahead."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) -- Former Pakistan women's captain Bismah Maroof retired from international cricket on Thursday after 276 games in an 18-year career.
"I have decided to retire from the game I love the most," the 32-year-old Maroof said in a statement on Thursday. "It has been an incredible journey, filled with challenges, victories, and unforgettable memories."
Maroof, an allrounder, batted left-handed and scored 6,262 runs including 33 half-centuries -- three ODI scores in the 90s -- and bowled right arm leg break and bagged 80 wickets. 
She was 15 when she debuted for Pakistan in 2006 in a one-day international against India, and three years later played her first Twenty20 against Ireland.
Maroof took a break in 2021 to give birth to her first child and said she was grateful for a parental policy that extended her career.
"The support from the PCB has been invaluable, particularly in implementing the first ever parental policy for me, which enabled me to represent my country at the highest level while being a mother," Maroof said.

    


Maroof captained Pakistan in 96 internationals, including at her fourth Women's World Cup in 2022 in New Zealand.




She also played in all eight Women's T20 World Cups, and was captain in the last two in 2020 and 2023.
Maroof was also a member of the Pakistan squad which twice won gold medals at the Asian Games in 2010 and 2014 but was denied a shot at a hat trick last year when Asian Games organizers refused to allow competitors to bring their babies.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When she gave up the captaincy last year, PCB president Najam Sethi said, "Bismah has been an inspiration for millions of girls and has been a catalyst for positive change. With her immense dedication and hard work, she has shown that women can continue to follow their passions and dreams."
Tania Mallick, the PCB head of women's cricket, lauded Maroof on Thursday.
"We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Bismah for her commitment and invaluable services to the team and the country," Mallick said. "May her journey ahead be as rewarding and fulfilling as her cricketing career has been."
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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    [image: Vegas Golden Knights players surround Noah Hanifin after he scored against the Dallas Stars during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 11 | Vegas Golden Knights players surround Noah Hanifin after he scored against the Dallas Stars during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Noah Hanifin slaps a scoring shot against the Dallas Stars during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) is tripped up by Vegas Golden Knights left wing William Carrier (28) during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars players celebrate a first period power play goal by Jason Robertson, not visible, during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Vegas Golden Knights in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights right wing Jonathan Marchessault, right, celebrates his first period goal with goaltender Logan Thompson (36) during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Dallas Stars in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Roope Hintz (24) chases the puck against the Vegas Golden Knights during the first period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Wyatt Johnston skates with the puck against the Vegas Golden Knights during the first period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights right wing Jonathan Marchessault (81) celebrates his first period goal in front of the Dallas Stars bench during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (20) and Vegas Golden Knights right wing Anthony Mantha (39) exchange words after a scuffle during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (20) and Vegas Golden Knights right wing Anthony Mantha (39) scuffle during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: NHL linesman Trent Knorr (74) and players try to intervene as Dallas Stars defenseman Nils Lundkvist (5) and Vegas Golden Knights center Brett Howden (21) get tangled up during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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    [image: Vegas Golden Knights players surround Noah Hanifin after he scored against the Dallas Stars during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Vegas Golden Knights players surround Noah Hanifin after he scored against the Dallas Stars during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Noah Hanifin slaps a scoring shot against the Dallas Stars during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Noah Hanifin slaps a scoring shot against the Dallas Stars during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Stars left wing Jason Robertson (21) is tripped up by Vegas Golden Knights left wing William Carrier (28) during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars players celebrate a first period power play goal by Jason Robertson, not visible, during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Vegas Golden Knights in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights right wing Jonathan Marchessault, right, celebrates his first period goal with goaltender Logan Thompson (36) during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series against the Dallas Stars in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Roope Hintz (24) chases the puck against the Vegas Golden Knights during the first period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Dallas Stars center Roope Hintz (24) chases the puck against the Vegas Golden Knights during the first period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Stars center Wyatt Johnston skates with the puck against the Vegas Golden Knights during the first period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Dallas Stars center Wyatt Johnston skates with the puck against the Vegas Golden Knights during the first period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights right wing Jonathan Marchessault (81) celebrates his first period goal in front of the Dallas Stars bench during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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Vegas Golden Knights right wing Jonathan Marchessault (81) celebrates his first period goal in front of the Dallas Stars bench during Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (20) and Vegas Golden Knights right wing Anthony Mantha (39) exchange words after a scuffle during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 11 | Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (20) and Vegas Golden Knights right wing Anthony Mantha (39) exchange words after a scuffle during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 11
Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (20) and Vegas Golden Knights right wing Anthony Mantha (39) exchange words after a scuffle during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (20) and Vegas Golden Knights right wing Anthony Mantha (39) scuffle during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (20) and Vegas Golden Knights right wing Anthony Mantha (39) scuffle during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 11
Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (20) and Vegas Golden Knights right wing Anthony Mantha (39) scuffle during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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[image: NHL linesman Trent Knorr (74) and players try to intervene as Dallas Stars defenseman Nils Lundkvist (5) and Vegas Golden Knights center Brett Howden (21) get tangled up during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)]
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NHL linesman Trent Knorr (74) and players try to intervene as Dallas Stars defenseman Nils Lundkvist (5) and Vegas Golden Knights center Brett Howden (21) get tangled up during the second period in Game 2 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Dallas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Jack Eichel and defending Stanley Cup champion Vegas got exactly what they anticipated, and withstood that early hard push in Game 2 by the desperate Dallas Stars. 
The Golden Knights didn't settle for a split while starting the first-round series on the road. 
"We expected them to come out and push hard that first five, 10 minutes and they did," Eichel said. "We responded. We were able to come in here after the first period and it's all tied. ... They gave us all we could handle."
Eichel assisted on the tying goal by Jonathan Marchessault late in the first period before adding an empty-netter late, Noah Hanifin scored the tiebreaker with unassisted goal late in the second period and the Knights won 3-1 on Wednesday night for a 2-0 series lead. 
Game 3 is Saturday night in Las Vegas.
"We're in a good spot, but there's still a lot of hockey left to be played," Hanifin said. "We're happy to get back into our building and have that momentum on our side. ... Just got to keep doing what we're doing, chipping away at it and play our game."

    


Hanifin was one of the three trade-deadline acquisitions for the Knights, the No. 8 seed in the Western Conference. 




Marchessault's second goal of the series was his franchise-record 36th in the postseason while appearing in all 90 of Vegas' playoff games. Logan Thompson had 20 saves in his second career playoff start, though Dallas didn't get a shot to him in the final 5:37 of the game.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the Western Conference Final last May, the Knights were the top seed when winning the first three games against Dallas and eventually taking the series in six games. 
After falling 4-3 in the opener of this first-round series, the Stars came out intent on setting a hard-hitting tone before the series shifted West.
Mason Marchment took defenseman Zach Whitecloud off his skates with a jarring hit behind the Vegas net only 2 1/2 minutes into the game. Knights captain Mark Stone ended up on the ice midway through the first period when it appeared that he was going to take a shot at Jason Robertson, who instead bowed up and delivered a body blow instead. 

    


In the end, Dallas still couldn't take down the Knights.
"Loved our first period. We make one mistake at the end of the first, probably deserved to be up. That was probably a critical point in the game," Stars coach Pete DeBoer said. "Eichel, the wrong guy gets behind us at the wrong time. And that's what they do, they make you pay. So you come out of the first after playing a great period and you have nothing to show for it."
Hanifin's go-ahead goal with 1:07 left in the second period came after defenseman Esa Lindell blocked two shots in a row.
Robertson put Dallas up 1-0 with his second goal of the series, on a power play with 3:13 left in the first period. His 10th career playoff goal was his eighth against Vegas. 
After Eichel's shot went in the empty net late, Robertson broke his stick when he slammed it against the post.
The goal by Robertson came soon after Marchment whiffed at a loose puck that had popped off Thompson's glove, and another scramble in front of the goalie when Roope Hintz was denied twice.

    


The Knights got even with 1:51 left in the first period on a charge when Eichel made a move that Jake Oettinger bit on. The goalie slipped down and Marchessault had an open side of the net after getting a nifty pass. 
"We settled in eventually. You don't want want 1-0 to turn into 2-0, so we did a good job with that," Vegas coach Bruce Cassidy said. "Go into the intermission 1-1, we haven't been our best, but we got through it."
Oettinger had 23 saves, including a sequence in the second period when he knocked away three successive shots by Shea Theodore.
After his first shot was blocked, Theodore gathered the loose puck and tried a backhander on which Oettinger made a sprawling save, lunging to knock away the puck with his extended glove. The Knights defenseman got the puck again, skated around a couple of Stars and his third shot went off the goalie who was still laying on the ice at the edge of the crease. 

    


That was during a 4-on-4 period after a scuffle in front of Oettinger when his teammate Ryan Suter threw Anthony Mantha down and both got roughing penalties. 
Thomas had a couple of close-range saves right after that. 
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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    [image: Boston Bruins goaltender Jeremy Swayman (1) makes a save on Toronto Maple Leafs' Tyler Bertuzzi (59) as Bruins' Hampus Lindholm (27) and Brandon Carlo (25) defend and Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews (34) looks on during the third period of action in Game 3 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series in Toronto on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Brad Marchand broke a tie midway through the third period and the Boston Bruins beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-2 on Wednesday night to take a 2-1 lead in the first-round playoff series.
After Todd Bertuzzi tied it for Toronto with 8:35 left, Marchard put the Bruins back in front 28 second later. He took a pass from Danton Heinen and ripped a shot past goalie Ilya Samsonov's ear. Marchand capped the scoring with an empty-netter and also had an assist.
Jake DeBrusk and Trent Frederic also scored for Boston, and Jeremy Swayman made 28 saves. Swayman made 35 saves in Boston's 5-1 victory in Game 1, then gave way to Linus Ullmark in Toronto's 3-2 victory in Game 2.
GOLDEN KNIGHTS 3, STARS 1
DALLAS (AP) -- Noah Hanifin broke a tie with an unassisted goal late in the second period and Stanley Cup champion Vegas beat top-seeded Dallas to take a 2-0 lead in the first-round series.

    


Hanifin was one of the three trade-deadline acquisitions for the Knights, the No. 8 seed in the Western Conference.
Jonathan Marchessault scored his second goal of the series, and his franchise-record 36th in the postseason while appearing in all 90 of Vegas' playoff games.




Jack Eichel assisted on Marchessault's goal and added an empty-netter. Logan Thompson had 20 saves in his second career playoff start.
Game 3 is Saturday night in Las Vegas.
KINGS 5, OILERS 4, OT
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) -- Anze Kopitar fired a wrist shot past Stuart Skinner's glove and into the top corner on a breakaway to give Los Angeles a victory over Edmonton in Game 2 of the first-round playoff series.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kopitar picked up the puck near the Edmonton blue line, moved in on Talbot and shot from the slot as Oilers defenseman Darnell Nurse dove to try to block the shot.
Los Angeles rebounded from a 7-4 loss Monday night in the opener to send the series to Los Angeles tied 1-1. Game 3 is Friday night.
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    [image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) shoots next to New Orleans Pelicans forward Herbert Jones (5) as Pelicans guard Trey Murphy III (25) watches during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, right, drives against New Orleans Pelicans guard CJ McCollum, left, during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans center Jonas Valanciunas, right, shoots a reverse shot against Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren (7) during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans center Jonas Valanciunas (17) is defended by Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren (7) during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Luguentz Dort, right, prepares to shoot next to New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson shouts from the bench during the second half in Game 2 of the team's NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Oklahoma City Thunder, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans guard CJ McCollum (3) shoots against Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren (7) as guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) watches during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren (7) prepares to shoot from between New Orleans Pelicans forward Herbert Jones (5) and guard CJ McCollum (3) during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Luguentz Dort (5) looks to pass the ball away from New Orleans Pelicans guard Trey Murphy III (25) during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder forward Jalen Williams dunks as New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram watches during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 11 | Oklahoma City Thunder forward Jalen Williams dunks as New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram watches during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram, right, drives against Oklahoma City Thunder guard Luguentz Dort during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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        Shai Gilgeous-Alexander's 33 points lead Thunder past Pelicans 124-92 as OKC takes a 2-0 lead

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) shoots next to New Orleans Pelicans forward Herbert Jones (5) as Pelicans guard Trey Murphy III (25) watches during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, right, drives against New Orleans Pelicans guard CJ McCollum, left, during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans center Jonas Valanciunas, right, shoots a reverse shot against Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren (7) during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans center Jonas Valanciunas (17) is defended by Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren (7) during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Luguentz Dort, right, prepares to shoot next to New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 11
Oklahoma City Thunder guard Luguentz Dort, right, prepares to shoot next to New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson shouts from the bench during the second half in Game 2 of the team's NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Oklahoma City Thunder, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans guard CJ McCollum (3) shoots against Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren (7) as guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) watches during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren (7) prepares to shoot from between New Orleans Pelicans forward Herbert Jones (5) and guard CJ McCollum (3) during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Luguentz Dort (5) looks to pass the ball away from New Orleans Pelicans guard Trey Murphy III (25) during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder forward Jalen Williams dunks as New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram watches during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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[image: New Orleans Pelicans forward Brandon Ingram, right, drives against Oklahoma City Thunder guard Luguentz Dort during the second half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Nate Billings)]
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                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- Just a few days ago, the Oklahoma City Thunder looked like a young team struggling through their first playoff game together.
On Wednesday night, they looked like grizzled playoff veterans. 
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 33 points and the top-seeded Thunder beat the New Orleans Pelicans 124-92 to take a 2-0 lead in their first-round Western Conference playoff series.
Gilgeous-Alexander said the Thunder remained focused instead of worrying about outside issues such as other highly seeded teams struggling at home.
"I think it just goes back to us prioritizing winning," he said. "And all those things are distractions that get in the way of winning. And every night, all 15 of us go to bed and want to win the next game, want to win the next day. And we do everything we can to do so."
Chet Holmgren had 26 points and seven rebounds and Jalen Williams added 21 points for the Thunder, who shot 59% from the field and made 14 of 29 3-pointers.

    


Jonas Valanciunas scored 19 points and Herb Jones and Brandon Ingram added 18 each for the Pelicans. 
In Game 1, Valanciunas had 20 rebounds, including nine offensive, and the Pelicans outrebounded the Thunder 52-44. On Wednesday, Oklahoma City outrebounded New Orleans 37-35 and held the Pelicans to eight offensive boards. 




The Pelicans continued to struggle on offense without top scorer Zion Williamson, who remained out with a strained left hamstring. Ingram, New Orleans' No. 2 scorer in the regular season, got off just 10 shots in Game 2 as Oklahoma City's Lu Dort harassed him throughout the night. Ingram made just 5 of 17 field goals in Game 1.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Thunder also scored 22 points off New Orleans' 18 turnovers.
Game 3 is Saturday in New Orleans. 
"Now, the challenge is to continue to grow and learn and improve with the series because the Pelicans are going to improve," Thunder coach Mark Daigneault said. "They're a good team that's going home and they're well coached. They're going to get better. You know so we have to continue to get better."

    


The pace picked up significantly from Sunday's game, which Oklahoma City won 94-92. The Thunder, who averaged 120.1 points in the regular season, were much more comfortable with it. 
"In the first game, I thought both teams were kind of calibrating," Daigneault said. "And, tonight we had much quicker recognition of the way that they were guarding us, where we wanted to attack, and we got to those things pretty well."
Valanciunas scored 11 points in the first three minutes, but Holmgren countered with 13 points in the first seven minutes.
Gilgeous-Alexander picked up where Holmgren left off. He didn't score for the first nine minutes, then scored seven in the final three minutes of the quarter to help the Thunder take a 35-22 lead. Holmgren's 15 points were the most by a Thunder rookie in any quarter of a playoff game.
"I thought they turned up the pressure offensively," Pelicans coach Willie Green said. "They got some early 3's and that opened the floodgates up for them."
Oklahoma City led 63-50 at halftime. Holmgren scored 20 points and Gilgeous-Alexander added 16 before the break.

    


The Thunder extended their lead to 92-74 at the end of the third, and Gilgeous-Alexander and Holmgren went to the bench for good with the Thunder leading 120-86 in the fourth.
"Tough one for us," Green said. "Give them credit, they took care of home court. It was a dominant win for them. So we'll get home, we'll regroup and get back after it."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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    [image: Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo, right, battles for the ball against Boston Celtics center Al Horford and guard Jaylen Brown during the first half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Tyler Herro had 24 points and 14 assists, hitting six of Miami's franchise playoff-record 23 3-pointers, to lead the Heat to a 111-101 victory over the Boston Celtics on Wednesday night and tie their first-round playoff series at one game apiece.
Bam Adebayo had 21 points and 10 rebounds, and new Celtics nemesis Caleb Martin also had 21 points for the Heat, who shot 53.5% (23 of 43) from beyond the arc to bounce back after a Game 1 blowout. That broke Miami's playoff record of 20 3-pointers, set against the Bucks in the 2021 first round. 
Jaylen Brown scored 33 points for top-seeded Boston. Jayson Tatum scored 28, showing no ill-effects of Martin's hard foul that sent him crashing to the floor with under a minute to play in Boston's 114-94 victory on Sunday.
The series moves to Miami for Games 3 and 4 on Saturday and Monday.

    


THUNDER 124, PELICANS 92
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 33 points and Oklahoma City beat New Orleans to take a 2-0 lead in their first-round Western Conference playoff series.
Chet Holmgren had 26 points and seven rebounds and Jalen Williams added 21 points for the top-seeded Thunder, who shot 59% from the field and made 14 of 29 3-pointers.
Jonas Valanciunas scored 19 points and Herb Jones and Brandon Ingram added 18 each for the Pelicans.
New Orleans continued to struggle on offense without top scorer Zion Williamson, who remained out with a strained left hamstring.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- TikTok is gearing up for a legal fight against a U.S. law that would force the social media platform to break ties with its China-based parent company, a move almost certainly backed by Chinese authorities as the bitter U.S.-China rivalry threatens the future of a wildly popular way for young people in America to connect online.
Beijing has signaled TikTok should fight what it has called a "robbers" act by U.S. lawmakers "to snatch from others all the good things that they have." Should a legal challenge fail, observers say Chinese authorities are unlikely to allow a sale, a move that could be seen as surrendering to Washington. 
Beijing may not want the U.S. action against the popular short-form video platform to set a "bad precedent," said Alex Capri, senior lecturer at the National University of Singapore and research fellow at Hinrich Foundation. "If Beijing capitulates to the U.S., where does it end?"

    


The legislation that U.S. President Joe Biden signed this week could allow Washington to widen its scope to target other China-related apps, such as the popular e-commerce platform Temu, and embolden U.S. allies to follow suit, said Hu Xijin, a former editor-in-chief for the party-run newspaper Global Times.




With 170 million American users, TikTok should "have more guts to fight to the very end and refuse to surrender," Hu, now a political commentator, said Wednesday on Chinese social media. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

TikTok vowed to challenge the new U.S. law, which requires its Beijing-based parent company, ByteDance, to divest its stakes within a year to avoid a ban. The company has characterized the law as an infringement on the free speech rights of its users, most of whom use the app for entertainment.
"We believe the facts and the law are clearly on our side, and we will ultimately prevail," the company wrote on the social platform X. 

    


The fight over TikTok has increased tensions between the U.S. and China, with both vowing to protect their economic and national security interests. U.S. lawmakers are concerned the Chinese ownership of the app could allow Beijing to exert unwanted influence in the U.S., especially on young minds. The law has followed a string of successes by Washington in curbing the influence of Chinese companies through bans, export controls and forced divestitures, drawing protests from Beijing that the U.S. is bent on suppressing China's rise through economic coercion.
The U.S. has forced other Chinese companies to divest before, including in 2020, when Beijing Kunlun, a Chinese mobile video game company, agreed to sell the gay dating app Grindr after receiving a federal order. But TikTok, created by a Chinese company only for the overseas market and evidence of the nation's tech powers on the global stage, is a high-profile case that Beijing does not want to lose.
National dignity is at stake and could "take precedence over the financial interests of ByteDance investors," including global investors who own 60% of the company, said Gabriel Wildau, managing director of the New York-headquartered consulting and advisory firm Teneo. 

    


A legal challenge from the company is expected to lean on First Amendment concerns and could drag on for years. Beijing is betting on a legal win, analysts say.
What to do if TikTok doesn't prevail is likely still being debated with the Chinese leadership, said Dominic Chiu, an analyst with Eurasia Group. President Xi Jinping, who will have to sign off on whether to permit or prohibit the sale, probably has not made the final decision, Chiu said.
Luckily for Xi, there is no urgency for Beijing to decide, said Sun Yun, director of the China program at the Washington-based Stimson Center. "A lot of things could change," she said.
If lawmakers get their wish and a sale does occur, it's likely to be a challenging and messy process for TikTok, which would have to disentangle its U.S. operations from everything else.
For one, the price tag for TikTok's U.S. business -- which is unknown -- is expected to be high enough to severely limit the pool of investors and companies who'd be able to afford it. Some investors -- including former Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin -- have already positioned themselves as potential buyers of a U.S. version of TikTok. ByteDance, which is privately held, is valued at $220 billion, according to market tracker Pitchbook.

    


And there's uncertainty about what would happen with the TikTok algorithm, the secret sauce that feeds users short videos based on their interests and has contributed to the platform's status as a cultural juggernaut. 
ByteDance would be barred from controlling the algorithm of a U.S. spinoff of TikTok. Many experts believe Chinese authorities would block any sale of the technology that populates people's TikTok feeds under export regulations revised in 2020, when then-President Donald Trump unsuccessfully tried to ban TikTok through an executive order that was blocked in federal courts.

    


Some, including Mnuchin, have said TikTok would need to be rebuilt in the U.S. using new technology. But it's unclear what that might look like, or how well it can reproduce the type of video recommendations users have grown accustomed to seeing.
Robin Burke, a professor of information science at the University of Colorado Boulder, says some aspects of the algorithm might be replicated by industry insiders. But he also noted there are areas where TikTok appears ahead of its competitors and duplication might prove challenging. 
"TikTok has all the experience, they have all the data," Burke said. "I think it's unlikely that a U.S. business -- if they don't inherit the technology from the parent company -- would be able to build something equivalent. Certainly not right away."
___
AP journalist Dake Kang contributed from Beijing.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tiktok-ban-china-lawsuit-biden-42840d6596dbb6671442db94fe95cddd
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                                        SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) -- President Joe Biden has a great economic story to tell voters a decade from now, less so in 2024.
On Thursday, the Democratic president headed to upstate New York to celebrate Micron Technology's plans to build a campus of computer chip factories made possible in part with government support. But the initial phase of the project would open the first plant in 2028 and the second plant in 2029, with more time expected for the next two factories to be completed.
Staring down a rematch with Republican Donald Trump, Biden is asking voters to believe in a vision for the U.S. economy that is still largely a promise. This at a moment when voters are most worried about enduring pressures from high inflation, which have led most to rate Biden poorly on the economy.
Biden is campaigning on the future, just as Trump, the former president, taps into a past when U.S. manufacturing was the world standard. The Democrat is trying to convince voters to think about how historians will later recall his presidency.

    


"We're going to look back on this 20 years from now and be talking about what a revolutionary period this was for the country," Biden told unionized electricians last week. "We're going to make a real gigantic difference."




It's a unique message in an era of near-instant gratification. Compared to when Biden began in politics in the 1970s, people can immediately stream music and videos on their smart phones, order a pizza with finger swipe or text a friend thousands of miles away.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump, for his part, is telling voters that Biden's policies will hurt jobs tied to making gasoline-powered autos and ultimately send work to China. On Tuesday, he vented about how the rising value of the dollar against foreign currencies would hobble U.S. manufacturing by making American-made goods too costly.
"It sounds good to stupid people, but it is a disaster for our manufacturers and others," Trump posted on Truth Social. "They are actually unable to compete and will be forced to either lose lots of business, or build plants, or whatever, in the 'smart' Countries."

    


The former president at a recent Pennsylvania rally lamented the loss of factory jobs that once made the United States "the greatest country in the history of the world," saying that the country has since "lost its confidence, willpower and sight."
The Biden administration helped jumpstart the Micron project by agreeing to provide $6.1 billion in government support that will also cover a memory chip factory in Idaho that would be operating in 2026. The money also helps pay for the first two factories in Clay, New York, but not the second pair to be opened later. The funding is part of the 2022 CHIPS and Science Act that, along with the administration's funding for renewable energy projects, has boosted factory construction spending to record levels.
There are also factories planned by Intel in Arizona and Ohio, TSMC in Arizona, Samsung in Texas and other chipmakers. Their efforts will power artificial intelligence and electric vehicles, among other technologies that Biden believes will cement America's position as the world's largest economy. Biden has gone to Arizona and Ohio to celebrate chip factories and previously went to New York in 2022 for the Micron project.

    


For decades, voters have heard politicians pledging a manufacturing boom without much to show for it. Factory employment peaked in the late 1970s and has steadily drifted downward because of automation, outsourcing to cheap countries and the closures that come with each recession.
In celebrating the Micron project, New York Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-New York, noted that Trump, while president, famously told voters that electronics maker Foxconn would open a sprawling set of factories in Wisconsin.
At the time, Trump took a victory lap, saying that the Taiwan-headquartered company would be bringing manufacturing jobs to the United States.
"I will tell you they wouldn't have done it here, except that I became president, so that's good," Trump said in June 2018.

    


That project notoriously flamed out, feeding a sense of cynicism about what the government can do. Microsoft agreed in 2023 to buy the land for a data center after Foxconn failed to deliver on its 13,000 promised jobs.
Schumer said an interview that voters will find that this time is different, predicting they will see the United States as pulling ahead of China on the technologies that are essential for national security and economic growth, allowing more jobs and needed technology to stay in America.
"We want to be proud of our economy and there was too much of a feeling that we were losing out to China and other countries," Schumer said.
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    [image: This family photo shows Ryan Corbett holding rabbits with his daughter Miriam and son Caleb in Kabul, Afghanistan in 2020. Lawyers for Corbett, believed held by the Taliban for nearly two years, are asking a United Nations human rights investigator to intervene, citing what they say is cruel and inhumane treatment. Corbett was abducted on August 10, 2022 after returning to Afghanistan, where he and his family had been living at the time of the collapse of the U.S.-based government there one year earlier, on a valid 12-month business visa to pay and train staff. (AP Photo/Anna Corbett)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Lawyers for an American believed to be held by the Taliban for nearly two years are asking a United Nations human rights investigator to intervene, citing what they say is cruel and inhumane treatment.
Ryan Corbett was abducted Aug. 10, 2022, after returning to Afghanistan, where he and his family had been living at the time of the collapse of the U.S.-based government there a year earlier. He arrived on a valid 12-month visa to pay and train staff as part of a business venture he led aimed at promoting Afghanistan's private sector through consulting services and lending.
Corbett has since been shuttled between multiple prisons, though his lawyers say he has not been seen since last December by anyone other than the people with whom he was detained.
In a petition sent Thursday, lawyers for Corbett say that he's been threatened with physical violence and torture and has been malnourished and deprived of medical care. He's been held in solitary confinement, including in a basement cell with almost no sunlight and exercise, and his physical and mental health have significantly deteriorated, the lawyers say.

    


Corbett has been able to speak with his family by phone five times since his arrest, including last month. His family has not been able to see him -- his only visits have been two check-ins from a third-party government -- and their characterizations of his mistreatment are based on accounts from recently released prisoners who were with him and his openly dispirited tone in conversations.




"During Mr. Corbett's most recent call with his wife and children, Mr. Corbett indicated that the mental torture and anguish have caused him to lose all hope," said the petition, signed by the Corbett family attorneys, Ryan Fayhee and Kate Gibson.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The petition is addressed to Alice Edwards, an independent human rights investigator and the special rapporteur for torture in the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights at the U.N. It asks Edwards, who was appointed by the U.N. Human Rights Council, to "urgently reach out to the Taliban to secure Mr. Corbett's immediate release and freedom from torture, as guaranteed by international law." 

    


"This situation is just dragging on, and I'm increasingly concerned and taking steps that I hope will make a difference and help the situation -- just increasingly concerned and panicking about Ryan's deteriorating health and physical and mental health," Corbett's wife, Anna, said in an interview. "And that was leading me to take this next step."
The U.S. government is separately working to get Corbett home and has designated him as wrongfully detained. A State Department spokesman told reporters last month that officials had continually pressed for Corbett's release and were "using every lever we can to try to bring Ryan and these other wrongfully detained Americans home from Afghanistan."
A spokesperson for the Interior Ministry in Afghanistan said this week that it had no knowledge of Corbett's case. 
Corbett, of Dansville, New York, first visited Afghanistan in 2006 and relocated there with his family in 2010, supervising several non-governmental organizations.

    


The family was forced to leave Afghanistan in August 2021 when the Taliban captured Kabul, but he returned the following January so that he could renew his business visa. Given the instability on the ground, the family discussed the trip and "we were all pretty nervous," Corbett's wife said.
But after that first uneventful trip, he returned to the country in August 2022 to train and pay his staff and resume a business venture that involved consulting services, microfinance lending and evaluating international development projects.
While on a trip to the northern Jawzjan province, Corbett and a Western colleague were confronted by armed members of the Taliban and were taken first to a police station and later to an underground prison.
Anna Corbett said that when she learned her husband had been taken to a police station, she got "really scared" but that he was optimistic the situation would be quickly resolved. 

    


That, however, did not happen, and Anna Corbett, who has three teenage children and makes regular trips to Washington, said she's trying to advocate as forcefully as she can while not letting "anxiety take over."
"I feel like it's the uncertainty of all of it that just is so difficult because you just don't know what's going to come at you -- what call, what news," she said. "And I'm worried about Ryan and the effect of the trauma on him and then also on my kids, just what they're experiencing. I've tried to protect them the best I could, but this is so difficult."
___
Associated Press writer Riazat Butt in Kabul, Afghanistan, contributed to this report.
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    [image: Israeli honor guard soldiers salute during the funeral Israeli reserve Major Dor Zimel in Even Yehuda, Israel, Monday, April 22, 2024. Zimel , 27, died of his wounds after Iran-backed Lebanese militant Hezbollah group fired a volley of rockets and drones on northern Israel on April 17. The attack wounded at least 14 Israeli soldiers, six seriously, the army said. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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[image: Secretary of State Antony Blinken waits to speak at the start of a briefing on the recently released 2023 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices at the State Department in Washington, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks before signing a $95 billion Ukraine aid package that also includes support for Israel, Taiwan, and other allies, in the State Dining Room of the White House, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A former senior U.S. official who until recently helped oversee human-rights compliance by foreign militaries receiving American military assistance said Wednesday that he repeatedly observed Israel receiving "special treatment" from U.S. officials when it came to scrutiny of allegations of Israeli military abuses of Palestinian civilians.
The allegation comes as the Biden administration faces intense pressure over its ally's treatment of Palestinian civilians during Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza. And matters because of who said it: Charles O. Blaha. Before leaving the post in August, he was a director of a State Department security and human rights office closely involved in helping ensure that foreign militaries receiving American military aid follow U.S. and international humanitarian and human rights laws.

    


Blaha said his departure from the State Department after decades of service was not related to the U.S.-Israeli security relationship. He is the second senior State official involved in that relationship to assert that when it comes to Israel, the U.S. is reluctant to enforce laws required of foreign militaries receiving American aid. 




"In my experience, Israel gets special treatment that no other country gets," Blaha said. "And there is undue deference, in many cases, given" to Israeli officials' side of things when the U.S. asks questions about allegations of Israeli wrongdoing against Palestinians, he added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He spoke to reporters at an event where he and other members of an unofficial, self-formed panel of former senior U.S. civilian and military officials released a report pointing to civilian deaths in specific airstrikes in Gaza. They said there was "compelling and credible" evidence that Israeli forces had acted illegally.
Blaha's comments echoed those of another State Department official and panel member, Josh Paul. Paul resigned as a director overseeing arms transfers to other countries' militaries in October in protest of the U.S. rushing arms to Israel amid its war in Gaza.

    


Asked about the allegations from the two, a State Department spokesman, Vedant Patel, said "there is no double standard, and there is no special treatment." 
Israeli officials did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Israel consistently says it follows all laws in its use of U.S. military aid, investigates allegations against its security forces and holds offenders accountable.
Israel historically is the United States' biggest recipient of military aid, and Biden on Wednesday signed legislation for an additional $26 billion in wartime assistance. But Biden has come under growing pressure over that support as Palestinian deaths mount. 
The latest Israel-Hamas war began on Oct. 7, when Hamas and Islamic Jihad, two militant groups backed by Iran, carried out a cross-border attack that killed 1,200 people in Israel. Israel responded with an offensive in Gaza that has caused widespread devastation and killed more than 34,000 people, according to local health officials.

    


In coming days, the administration says it will announce its official findings from reviews it did into allegations of especially serious human rights abuses by specific Israeli military units. Those units would be barred from receiving U.S. military aid if the U.S. review confirms those allegations.
Separately, the Biden administration also is expected to disclose by May 8 whether it has verified assurances from Israel that the country is not using U.S. military aid in a way that violates international or human rights law. Both Israel's written assurance and the U.S. verification were mandated by a new presidential national security memo that Biden issued in February. 
The February agreement was negotiated between the Biden administration and members of his own Democratic Party, who had been pushing for the U.S. to begin conditioning military aid to Israel on improving treatment of Palestinian civilians.
Panel members released their report Wednesday to urge the U.S. to scrutinize specific attacks in Gaza that the former officials argued should lead to a conclusion that Israel was wrong when it confirmed it was complying with the laws. If that determination is made, the U.S. could then suspend military aid.

    


Wednesday's unofficial report points to 17 specific strikes on apartments, refugee camps, private homes, journalists and aid workers for which the former U.S. officials and independent experts allege there's no evidence of the kind of military target present to justify the high civilian death tolls. 
They include an Oct. 31 airstrike on a Gaza apartment building that killed 106 civilians, including 54 children. Israeli officials offered no reason for the strike, and a Human Rights Watch probe found no evidence of a military target there, the officials said. Israel has said in many of the instances that it is investigating.
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    [image: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban delivers his address at the third Hungarian edition of the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC Hungary, in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)]
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[image: Editor of the U.S. conservative website Human Events Jack Posobiec speaks at the third Hungarian edition of the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC Hungary, in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)]
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[image: The chairman of the American Conservative Union (ACU) and Chairman of the CPAC Foundation Matt Schlapp delivers a speech at the third Hungarian edition of the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The two-day event is hosted from April 25 to 26 by the Center for Fundamental Rights of Hungary for the third consecutive year. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)]
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[image: Participants sing the national anthem during the opening ceremony for the third Hungarian edition of the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, April 25, 2024. The two-day event is hosted from April 25 to 26 by the Center for Fundamental Rights of Hungary for the third consecutive year. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)]
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Hungary's nationalist prime minister, addressing a conservative conference in Budapest on Thursday, said upcoming European and U.S. elections were a chance for right-wing forces to defeat the "progressive world spirit," and encouraged former U.S. President Donald Trump to defend "his own truth" in his ongoing criminal trial. 
Viktor Orban, a right-wing populist and the European Union's longest-serving leader, told supporters at the Conservative Political Action Conference Hungary that conservatives across the West, including himself and Trump, are under attack by a hegemonic liberal order. 
EU elections in June and U.S. elections in November, Orban said, will be a chance to usher in an "era of sovereignty" modeled on Hungary, which he called a "conservative island." 
"These elections coincide with major shifts in world political and geopolitical trends," Orban said. "The order of the world is changing, and we must usher our cause to triumph in the midst of these changes. Progressive liberals feel the danger. Replacing this era means replacing them." 

    


Orban's speech opened the third Hungarian iteration of CPAC, an event that this year features numerous far-right figures including U.S. media personality Jack Posobiec, Republican Rep. Paul Gosar of Arizona and Dutch anti-Islam lawmaker Geert Wilders.




The two-day CPAC event in Hungary underscores U.S. conservatives' growing embrace of the Hungarian leader, who has been accused of dismantling democratic institutions, overseeing widespread official corruption and cracking down on critical media. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Independent media outlets, including The Associated Press, were not granted accreditation to cover CPAC Hungary, and were encouraged to follow the event via a livestream. In an email, organizers said the conference is a "no woke zone," and that coverage would be possible at "future events when and if your organization becomes significantly less woke." 

    


Orban has depicted himself as a defender of European Christendom against Muslim migrants, progressives and the "LGBTQ lobby," and has faced backlash after comments that he opposes Europe becoming a " mixed-race society."
But on Thursday, Orban accused "liberal progressive" governments of employing tactics that critics say he himself has used in Hungary, and suggested that the 34 felony counts against Trump for allegedly falsifying business records in connection with hush money payments were politically motivated. 
"If necessary, they will use government agencies against us -- as my American friends say, 'weaponizing state institutions,'" Orban said. "This happens to us Hungarians constantly in Brussels. This is what is happening to President Trump in America, and we encourage him to fight for his own truth not only in the elections, but also in the courts." 
Orban, who is routinely hostile toward the EU, has sought for years to rally far-right European parties into a more cohesive political force in the bloc's legislature. As campaigning for the June 6-9 polls heats up, he has called for a fundamental change in EU leadership.

    


But he has racked up domestic political headaches in recent months after several senior officials, including the president and justice minister, were forced to resign over a scandal involving a presidential pardon to a man implicated in a child sexual abuse case. 
Emerging from the scandal was political newcomer Peter Magyar, a former insider within Orban's ruling Fidesz party who has shot to prominence through his allegations of entrenched corruption and cronyism among the country's leaders.
Magyar this month mobilized around 100,000 anti-Orban demonstrators in central Budapest, and announced his formation of a new party which will participate in EU elections.
Yet Orban on Thursday struck an optimistic tone, telling CPAC attendees: "Make America great again, make Europe great again! Go Donald Trump, go European sovereigntists!"
"Let's saddle up, put on our armor, head to the battlefield and begin the election battle!" he said. 
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                    A memorial at the National Cathedral in Washington honors seven World Central Kitchen aid workers killed by Israeli strikes in Gaza this month. Celebrity chef Jose Andres, who is behind the World Central Kitchen relief group, spoke at the service Thursday.
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    [image: FILE - Palestinians inspect a vehicle with the logo of the World Central Kitchen wrecked by an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. A memorial at the National Cathedral in Washington, on April 25, will honor seven World Central Kitchen aid workers killed by Israeli strikes in Gaza earlier this month. (AP Photo/Ismael Abu Dayyah, File)]
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[image: People inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, April 2, 2024. World Central Kitchen, the food charity founded by celebrity chef Jose Andres, called a halt to its work in the Gaza Strip after an Israeli strike killed seven of its workers, mostly foreigners. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The seven World Central Kitchen aid workers killed by Israeli airstrikes represented the "best of humanity" and risked everything "to feed people they did not know and will never meet," Jose Andres, the celebrity chef who founded the organization, told mourners who gathered Thursday to honor the dead.
Speaking at Washington National Cathedral, Andres said there was no excuse for the killings and he called for an investigation into the deaths. He appeared to struggle at times to maintain his composure, his words focused on the lives and contributions of the aid workers as he pleaded for greater compassion.
"The seven souls we mourn today were there so that hungry people could eat," said Andres, reading aloud their names. "Their examples should inspire us to do better, to be better."
The workers were killed April 1 when strikes from Israeli armed drones ripped through vehicles in their convoy as they left one of World Central Kitchen's warehouses on a food delivery mission: Palestinian Saifeddin Issam Ayad Abutaha; Britons John Chapman, James Kirby and James Henderson; dual U.S.-Canadian citizen Jacob Flickinger; Australian Lalzawmi Frankcom; and Polish citizen Damiam Sobol.

    


Andres spoke in depth about each one and their contributions to the work of feeding people suffering through disaster and deprivation -- human-made and natural -- around the world.




He said Abutaha was an integral member of the team who was very close to his family. He said Chapman was "brave, selfless and strong" and had the ability to make people around him feel "loved and protected." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Andres said Flickinger was a problem-solver, "exactly what you need" in the chaos of a disaster zone and Frankcom gave "joy to others even more than she gave food."
He talked of how Henderson had taught first aid in Ukraine and was an avid rugby player. He said Kirby, known to friends as "Kirbs," was driven to help people in need. And he said a town in Turkey had named a street after Sobol, in honor of his work there after an earthquake. 

    


At times, Andres spoke emotionally about the organization's mission and why aid workers do what they do.
"We stand next to communities as they feed themselves, nourish themselves, heal themselves. People don't want our pity. They want our respect. Our only way to show respect is facing the mayhem alongside them," he said. "We remind them by showing up that they are not alone in the darkness."
After an unusually swift investigation, Israel said the military officials involved in the attack had violated policy by acting based on a single grainy photo that one officer had contended -- incorrectly -- showed one of the seven workers was armed. The Israeli military dismissed two officers and reprimanded three others.
"I know we all have many unanswered questions about what happened and why. There is no excuse for these killings," Andres told mourners, demanding an investigation. "The official explanation is not good enough." 
The aid workers, whose trip had been coordinated with Israeli officials, are among more than 220 humanitarian workers killed in the Israel-Hamas war that began Oct. 7, according to the United Nations. That includes at least 30 killed in the line of duty.

    


The international prominence and popularity of Andres and his nonprofit work galvanized widespread outrage over the killings of the group's workers. The deaths intensified demands from the administration and others that Israel's military change how it operates in Hamas-controlled Gaza to spare aid workers and Palestinian civilians in the territory who are facing a humanitarian crisis and desperately need aid from relief organizations as the U.N. warns of looming famine.
World Central Kitchen, along with several other humanitarian aid agencies, suspended work in the territory after the attack. "We haven't given up," World Central Kitchen spokesperson Linda Roth said last week. "We are in funeral mode right now."
Douglas Emhoff, husband of Vice President Kamala Harris, and Kurt Campbell, the deputy secretary of state, were among those at the event, joined by diplomats from more than 30 countries, along with representatives from the State Department and the U.S. Agency for International Development.

    


Democratic Sen. Chris Van Hollen of Maryland, one of the most active lawmakers pushing President Joe Biden to condition military aid on improved Israeli treatment of aid workers and Palestinian civilians, joined the mourners as a lone bagpiper played.
___
Associated Press writers Menelaos Hadjicostis in Nicosia, Cyprus, and Rebecca Santana contributed to this report.
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that Kurt Campbell is the deputy secretary of state, not the assistant deputy secretary of state.
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    [image: FILE - Texas National Guard watch migrants after beaching barriers set up on the Rio Grande in El Paso, Texas, March 21, 2024. A Texas grand jury on Tuesday, April 23, indicted more than 140 migrants on misdemeanor rioting charges over an alleged mass attempt to breach the U.S.-Mexico border, a day after a judge threw out the cases. (Omar Ornelas/El Paso Times via AP, File)]
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[image: Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly answers questions from reporters following a public event at the Shawnee County, Kansas, jail, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. Kelly has vetoed provisions included by Republican lawmakers in the next state budget to force her to assist Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]
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[image: Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson, R-Andover, follows a discussion of budget issues during a joint meeting of legislative committees, Thursday, April 25, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Masterson and other Republicans want to require the Kansas National Guard to help Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson, R-Andover, follows a discussion of budget issues during a joint meeting of legislative committees, Thursday, April 25, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Masterson and other Republicans want to require the Kansas National Guard to help Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        GOP mulls next move after Kansas governor vetoes effort to help Texas in border security fight

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Texas National Guard watch migrants after beaching barriers set up on the Rio Grande in El Paso, Texas, March 21, 2024. A Texas grand jury on Tuesday, April 23, indicted more than 140 migrants on misdemeanor rioting charges over an alleged mass attempt to breach the U.S.-Mexico border, a day after a judge threw out the cases. (Omar Ornelas/El Paso Times via AP, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | FILE - Texas National Guard watch migrants after beaching barriers set up on the Rio Grande in El Paso, Texas, March 21, 2024. A Texas grand jury on Tuesday, April 23, indicted more than 140 migrants on misdemeanor rioting charges over an alleged mass attempt to breach the U.S.-Mexico border, a day after a judge threw out the cases. (Omar Ornelas/El Paso Times via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
FILE - Texas National Guard watch migrants after beaching barriers set up on the Rio Grande in El Paso, Texas, March 21, 2024. A Texas grand jury on Tuesday, April 23, indicted more than 140 migrants on misdemeanor rioting charges over an alleged mass attempt to breach the U.S.-Mexico border, a day after a judge threw out the cases. (Omar Ornelas/El Paso Times via AP, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly answers questions from reporters following a public event at the Shawnee County, Kansas, jail, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. Kelly has vetoed provisions included by Republican lawmakers in the next state budget to force her to assist Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly answers questions from reporters following a public event at the Shawnee County, Kansas, jail, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. Kelly has vetoed provisions included by Republican lawmakers in the next state budget to force her to assist Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly answers questions from reporters following a public event at the Shawnee County, Kansas, jail, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Topeka, Kan. Kelly has vetoed provisions included by Republican lawmakers in the next state budget to force her to assist Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson, R-Andover, follows a discussion of budget issues during a joint meeting of legislative committees, Thursday, April 25, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Masterson and other Republicans want to require the Kansas National Guard to help Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson, R-Andover, follows a discussion of budget issues during a joint meeting of legislative committees, Thursday, April 25, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Masterson and other Republicans want to require the Kansas National Guard to help Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson, R-Andover, follows a discussion of budget issues during a joint meeting of legislative committees, Thursday, April 25, 2024, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. Masterson and other Republicans want to require the Kansas National Guard to help Texas in its fight with the Biden administration over border security. (AP Photo/John Hanna)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By JOHN HANNA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- Kansas' governor is blocking an attempt by Republican legislators to give the state's National Guard a "border mission" of helping Texas in its partisan fight with the Biden administration over illegal immigration.
Top Republicans in the Kansas House were considering Thursday whether their chamber can muster the two-thirds majority necessary to override Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly's veto of immigration provisions in the next state budget. The Senate's top Republican promised to mount an override effort, but the House would vote first. 
Kelly on Wednesday vetoed a budget provision that would have directed her administration to confer with Texas' Republican governor, Greg Abbott, and send Kansas National Guard personnel or equipment to the border. The GOP proposal would have helped Texas enforce a state law allowing its officials to arrest migrants suspected of crossing into the U.S. illegally. She also vetoed a provision setting aside $15.7 million for the effort.

    


Abbott is in a legal battle with Democratic President Joe Biden's administration, which insists the U.S. Constitution gives the federal government control of border security. In her veto message, Kelly said border security is a federal issue and suggested that the budget provisions improperly encroached on her power as the Kansas National Guard's commander in chief.




"It is not the Legislature's role to direct the operations or call out the National Guard," she wrote. "When a governor deploys soldiers as part of a federal mission, it is done intentionally and in a manner that ensures we are able to protect our communities."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kansas legislators reconvened Thursday after a spring break and are scheduled to wrap up their work for the year Tuesday.
Republicans nationwide have expressed support for Texas, and Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson acknowledged Thursday that the $15.7 million in spending by Kansas would represent mostly "moral support" for Texas' much larger effort. 

    


Masterson, a Wichita-area Republican, said the state constitution gives legislators the authority to pass laws to give directions to agencies under Kelly's control.
"She's tied in with the Biden administration, so she's not motivated to help solve that problem," he said.
Earlier this year, the Kansas House and Senate approved separate resolutions expressing support for Texas. Democrats said the Texas governor's stance is constitutionally suspect and has created a humanitarian crisis. 
Masterson said Republicans would try to override the veto. However, because the provisions were tucked into a budget bill, it's not clear that GOP leaders have the necessary two-thirds majorities in both chambers -- though they would if all Republicans were present and voted yes.
"We try to give all options available to support our border, support our fellow states and make sure our nation's safe," said House Majority Leader Chris Croft, a Kansas City-area Republican.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kansas-governor-texas-border-immigration-5c9276aa0ba59be8289b694b394856c0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Macron outlines his vision for Europe to become an assertive global power as war in Ukraine rages on | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Macron outlines his vision for Europe to become an assertive global power as war in Ukraine rages on

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech on Europe in the amphitheater of the Sorbonne University, Thursday, April 25 in Paris. 2024. French President Emmanuel Macron will outline his vision for Europe as a more assertive global power at the backdrop of war in Ukraine, security, and economic challenges in a speech ahead of pivotal election for the European Parliament in June. (Christophe Petit Tesson, Pool via AP)]
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[image: French President Emmanuel Macron arrives to deliver a speech on Europe in the amphitheater of the Sorbonne University, Thursday, April 25 in Paris. 2024. French President Emmanuel Macron will outline his vision for Europe as a more assertive global power at the backdrop of war in Ukraine, security, and economic challenges in a speech ahead of pivotal election for the European Parliament in June. (Christophe Petit Tesson, Pool via AP)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron warned Thursday that Europe could "die" if it fails to build its own robust defense as Russia's war in Ukraine rages on, or if it fails to undertake major trade and economic reforms to compete with China and the U.S.
Macron urged Europeans to become more ambitious in a fast-changing world to face the challenges of war, fierce trade competition, energy scarcity, climate change and increasing authoritarianism. 
In a nearly two-hour speech at Sorbonne University in Paris, Macron said that the continent is divided and "too slow and lacks ambition" at a time when the 27-member European Union needs to become a superpower, defend its own borders and speak with one voice if it wants to survive and thrive.
"Our Europe today is mortal," Macron said. "It can die and that depends solely on our choices," he added. He called on people to make those choices now because, "it's today that Europe is between war and peace." 

    


Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, now in its third year, is an existential threat and Europe isn't armed enough to defend itself when "confronted by a power like Russia that has no inhibitions, no limits," Macron said. 




'Our ability to ensure our security is at stake," Macron said. "Russia mustn't be allowed to win." 
Europe now has the "good fortune" of having the Biden administration's commitment to supporting Ukraine, Macron said. But, in a year of key elections around Europe, in the U.S. and elsewhere, support may fragment or disappear entirely, he added. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Europe must become capable of defending its interests, with its allies by our side whenever they are willing, and alone if necessary," Macron said. 
Strong armies, a European rapid intervention program and force, tanks, a missile shield and other weapons, produced in Europe, will need the support of "a joint diplomatic force that will speak with one voice and build bridges with Africa and Latin America," the French leader said. 

    


"Only then will Europe show that it's not a United States' lap dog, and that it also knows how to talk to other regions of the world," he said.
France has been a firm supporter of Ukraine in its fight against Russian aggression, and Macron has often clashed with other Western leaders as he has insisted that Europe must stand by the country at any cost. The French president alarmed European leaders by saying recently that sending Western troops into Ukraine to shore up its defenses shouldn't be ruled out. 
Referring to trade practices of China and the U.S., Macron said "the two world powers have decided not to respect the rules of global trade" by shoring up protections and subsides while Europe's industry remains open and is stuck in overregulation. 
"Let's do the same, we are in competition," Macron said. 
"We must buy faster, we must produce more and we must buy more that is made in Europe. That is key," Macron said. 
Thursday's speech came less than two months before a pivotal European Parliament election.
Macron, an avid advocate of a united and assertive Europe, also rallied support for his centrist Renaissance party before the June 6-9 vote as far-right parties lead the moderate coalitions in the polls. He called for safeguarding democratic values as the "authoritarian model" was becoming "more popular" across the continent. 

    


The war in Ukraine and immigration are top priorities for European Union voters, according to polls. Far-right parties have gained support by criticizing Macron's government policies on both issues. Macron acknowledged divisions on immigration policies, including on asylum and deportation rules for those who have arrived to Europe illegally. 
He emphasized the need for an effective response and Europe-wide coordination for curbing illegal immigration, closer cooperation with immigrants' countries of origin and a unified, relentless fight against human traffickers. 
Macron criticized the idea of striking an agreement, as Britain as done, with countries in Africa and elsewhere to transfer immigrants there. 

    


"This is a betrayal of our values that ultimately leads us to dependency on other counties," Macron said. 
The British government earlier this week approved a law allowing the deportation of some migrants who enter the country illegally to Rwanda. 
Macron lost his majority in France's most influential house of parliament, the National Assembly, after the 2022 election to the far-left coalition and the far-right National Rally party.
The social situation in France remains tense as Paris prepares to host the Olympic Games this summer, amid protests from teachers and police officers, and farmer demonstrations in recent weeks. The protests follow huge rallies last year against Macron's ultimately successful proposal to increase the retirement age from 62 to 64.
___
Barbara Surk reported from Nice, France. Lorne Cook contributed to this report from Brussels. 
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                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- Congo 's government is questioning Apple about the tech company's knowledge of "blood minerals" from a conflict zone in the African country that could be smuggled into its supply chains and is demanding answers within three weeks.
A group of international lawyers representing Congo said Thursday that they sent letters to Apple's CEO Tim Cook and its French subsidiary this week, raising concerns about human rights violations involving the minerals extracted from mines in the country's troubled east that might end up being used in the company's products. 
They included a list of questions challenging Apple to show how it monitors its supply chains in a region where more than 100 armed rebel groups operate, some of whom have been accused of carrying out mass killings of civilians.
Writing to Cook, the lawyers said "it has become clear to us that year after year, Apple has sold technology made with minerals sourced from a region whose population is being devastated by grave violations of human rights."

    


"The iPhones, Mac computers and accessories that Apple sells to its customers around the world rely on supply chains that are too opaque, and that are tainted by the blood of the Congolese people," the lawyers said.




Eastern Congo is one of the most mineral-rich regions in the world but is also the site of a huge humanitarian disaster, with the armed groups fighting for years for control of the mines and the valuable minerals in them, and millions of people displaced and affected by the worsening violence. The situation has deteriorated badly in the last few months.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Apple, which has a market value of around $2.6 trillion, has denied using minerals from mines and regions where human rights violations take place, saying it conducts business ethically and "responsibly" sources minerals in Congo and neighboring countries.

    


The minerals it buys don't finance war or armed groups, it says. The lawyers for the Congo government said "those claims do not appear to be based on concrete, verifiable evidence."
The Congo government said it has suspicions that some of the tin, tungsten, tantalum and gold -- known as the 3TG critical minerals -- that Apple sources from suppliers is smuggled out of Congo to neighboring Rwanda and then infiltrated into the global supply chain. The 3TG minerals are key components in electronics.
In response to a request for comment, Apple pointed to a section from a company filing on conflict minerals.
"Based on our due diligence efforts, including analyzing the information provided by third-party audit programs, upstream traceability programs, and our suppliers, we found no reasonable basis for concluding that any of the smelters or refiners of 3TG determined to be in our supply chain as of December 31, 2023 directly or indirectly financed or benefited armed groups in the DRC or an adjoining country," the report said, using the abbreviation for Democratic Republic of the Congo.
"In Congo, people have been dying for 30 years as a result of illegal mining," Congo government spokesperson Patrick Muyaya said. "We want clarification on the sources of supply for major technology companies, in particular Apple, to verify whether they are acquiring minerals produced in completely illegal conditions." 

    


He said Rwanda "is presented" as the supplier for many of the minerals while having few reserves of its own.
Congo has accused Rwanda of financing and directing the notorious armed rebel group M23 in eastern Congo to help extract minerals illegally. The United Nations also says M23 is backed by Rwanda.
Rwanda denies that but tensions between the countries are flaring, while M23 and other groups are accused of regularly carrying out attacks that include the killing and raping of civilians, according to Human Rights Watch.
The lawyers for the Congo government quoted a 2022 report by nonprofit group Global Witness that claimed Apple had previously applied "few meaningful mitigation measures" to avoid using smuggled minerals.

    


The Congo government was now seeking "effective redress" against "end-users of blood minerals" across the world, the lawyers said.
They asked Apple to respond to questions over its supply chain controls within three weeks and said they had compiled a report on "the laundering" of Congo's minerals by Rwanda and private entities that would be made public this month.
They also would seek instructions from the Congo government as to what legal measures it is considering against Apple, the letter said.
___
AP Business Writer Kelvin Chan in London and AP writer Saleh Mwanamilongo in Kinshasa, Congo, contributed to this report.___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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                                        AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) -- Fellow U.S. Army reservists who witnessed the mental and physical decline of a colleague who would commit Maine's deadliest mass shooting told a commission investigating the killings Thursday that they tried to intervene before the tragedy.
Six weeks before Robert Card killed 18 people at a bar and bowling alley in Lewiston, his best friend and fellow reservist Sean Hodgson texted their supervisors, telling them to change the passcode to the gate at their Army Reserve training facility and arm themselves if Card showed up. The Lewiston killings happened Oct. 25 - exactly six months prior to Thursday's hearing.
"I grieve every day for the many lives that are lost for no reason and those that are still affected today," Hodgson said prior to testifying Thursday.
Hodgson told superiors on Sept. 15: "I believe he's going to snap and do a mass shooting." That message came months after relatives had warned police that Card had grown paranoid and said they were concerned about his access to guns. 





    


The failure of authorities to remove guns from Card's possession in the weeks before the shooting has become the subject of a monthslong investigation in the state, which also has passed new gun safety laws since the tragedy.
Card also was hospitalized in a psychiatric hospital for two weeks in July, and the Army barred him from having weapons while on duty. But aside from briefly staking out the reserve center and visiting Card's home, authorities declined to confront him. He was found dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound two days after the shootings.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In an interim report released last month, the independent commission launched by Gov. Jane Mills concluded that the Sagadahoc County sheriff's office had probable cause under Maine's "yellow flag" law to take Card into custody and seize his guns. It also criticized police for not following up with Hodgson about his warning text.

    


On Thursday, another fellow reservist, Daryl Reed, said told the commission he witnessed firsthand the mental and physical decline of a colleague who went from a "normal guy" who traded stocks and loved hunting and being outdoors to becoming paranoid and believing others were calling him a pedophile. 
Card also acquired expensive night vision equipment that he said he used for hunting, Reed said. Reed said fellow reservists started to become concerned Card could become a danger to colleagues, and they informed their superiors.
In an exclusive series of interviews in January, Hodgson told The AP he met Card in the Army Reserve in 2006 and that they became close friends after both divorced their spouses around the same time. They lived together for about a month in 2022, and when Card was hospitalized in New York in July, Hodgson drove him back to Maine.
Growing increasingly worried about his friend's mental health, Hodgson warned authorities after an incident in which Card started "flipping out" after a night of gambling, pounding the steering wheel and nearly crashing multiple times. After ignoring his pleas to pull over, Card punched him in the face, Hodgson said.

    


"It took me a lot to report somebody I love," he said. "But when the hair starts standing up on the back of your neck, you have to listen."
Some officials downplayed Hodgson's warning, suggesting he might have been drunk because of the late hour of his text. Army Reserve Capt. Jeremy Reamer described him as "not the most credible of our soldiers" and said his message should be taken "with a grain of salt."
Hodgson said he struggles with post-traumatic stress disorder and alcohol addiction but said he wasn't drinking that night and was awake because he works nights and was waiting for his boss to call.
The commission also heard from the state's director of victim witnesses services, and more Army personnel were expected to testify. Cara Cookson, director of victim services for the Maine Office of the Attorney General, described through tears the daunting task of responding to the enormity of the tragedy with a "patchwork of resources."

    


Later Thursday, the Maine Resiliency Center, which provides support to people affected by the killings, planned to hold a six-month commemoration event at a park in Lewiston.
"Our hearts are still healing, and the road to healing is long, but we will continue to walk it together," Mills said.
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    [image: FILE - In this picture provided by Swedish Coast Guard, a leak from Nord Stream 2 is seen, on Sept. 28, 2022. A Chinese container ship remains to be the prime suspect in causing damage last year to a Baltic Sea gas pipeline running between NATO members Finland and Estonia which was reopened this week after multimillion-euro repair work, (Swedish Coast Guard via AP, File)]
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                                        HELSINKI (AP) -- A Chinese container ship remains the focus of an investigation into what caused the damage last year to a Baltic Sea gas pipeline between NATO members Finland and Estonia, Finnish authorities said Thursday.
It has been more than six months since substantial, human-made damage that caused a major drop in pressure was first detected in the Balticconnector pipeline in Finnish economic waters on Oct. 8. Gas system operators in Finland and Estonia -- Gasgrid Finland and Elering -- were forced to shut it down, disconnecting a crucial link between the Nordic and Baltic gas markets for several months.
The pipeline, which runs across the Gulf of Finland between the Finnish town of Inkoo and the Estonian port of Paldiski, was reopened this week after multimillion-euro repair work.
The National Bureau of Investigation, a branch of the Finnish police, said Thursday that it still believes that an anchor of the Hong Kong-flagged cargo vessel Newnew Polar Bear ship, which was on its way to St. Petersburg, Russia, was dislodged and caused the damage detected in Balticconnector.

    


The "investigation has progressed, and there has been cooperation with the Chinese authorities probing the case," Detective Supt. Risto Lohi, NBI's head of the investigation, told The Associated Press.




"The main line of investigation has remained unchanged -- the cargo ship Newnew Polar Bear and its anchor are considered to be related to the pipeline damage," Lohi said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Finnish investigators haven't said whether they believe the damage allegedly caused by the Chinese vessel was done intentionally or whether it was caused by incompetent seafaring, as suggested by some experts. 
Finnish maritime authorities said at the time of the incident, they failed to establish radio contact with Newnew Polar Bear's captain despite several attempts. 
Last year, NBI said that an initial inquiry by investigators and experts found a trail of about 11/2 to four meters (five to 13 feet) on the seabed that was seen to lead to the point of damage in the gas pipeline. That trail is believed to have been caused by the heavy six-ton anchor of Newnew Polar Bear, which was later retrieved from the seabed by the Finnish Navy.

    


"We're probably talking about months before final conclusions," pending further information from technical studies and data from NBI's international partners, Lohi said.
Sauli Niinisto, a former president of Finland, spoke with Chinese President Xi Jinping about the Balticconnector case in a video call in January, but no details of the talks have been disclosed.
Telecom cables connecting Finland and Estonia, as well as Sweden and Estonia, were also damaged at the same time as the Balticconnector pipeline. Finnish and Estonian authorities believe both incidents may be connected to the Chinese vessel.
Janne Gronlund, senior vice president at Gasgrid Finland, said that Balticconnector was reopened for commercial operation early Monday after gas started flowing from Finland to Estonia. A smaller amount of gas was also flowing in the other direction.

    


"I'm happy to say that everything has proceeded as planned" since the pipeline's relaunch, he said.
More than a dozen different organizations and companies were engaged in the repairs, which were completed in just over six months. Repairing such submarine infrastructure usually takes one to two years, Estonia's Elering said.
Gronlund said the total cost of the pipeline repair work, performed entirely by remote-controlled equipment at a depth of 60 meters (around 200 feet), is estimated at around 35 million euros ($38 million).
It remains open as to who will pick up the bill.
Last year, Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo initiated discussions with European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on getting financing from the European Union to repair the pipeline. The EU covered 75% of Balticconnector's original construction cost of around 300 million euros.
Following damage to the gas pipeline and data cables, NATO has stepped up its patrols of the Baltic Sea. The alliance has sent minehunters, maritime patrol aircraft, and drones to the region to secure the area and detect suspicious movement near its critical undersea infrastructure.
Finland, an EU nation of 5.6 million that neighbors Russia, joined NATO in April 2023 after decades of military nonalignment.
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    [image: Gordana Siljanovska Davkova, presidential candidate backed by the opposition conservative VMRO-DPMNE party, holds a news conference after winning in the first round of the presidential election, in Skopje, North Macedonia, late Wednesday, April 24, 2024. Siljanovska Davkova has a big lead ahead of Stevo Pendarovski, the candidate of the Social Democrats and they both will face each other in the second round of the presidential election that will coincide with the general election on May 8. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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                                        SKOPJE, North Macedonia (AP) -- Near-complete results from North Macedonia's first round of presidential polls confirmed on Thursday a strong shift towards a candidate backed by the country's center-right opposition.
It was the seventh such election in the small landlocked Balkan country since it gained independence from the former Yugoslavia in 1991.
With 99.85% of Wednesday's ballots counted, the State Electoral Commission said Gordana Siljanovska Davkova had 40.08% -- that's about double the votes of incumbent President Stevo Pendarovski, who got 19.93%. 
Siljanovska Davkova and Pendarovski, who is backed by the governing social democrats, will face off in a second round on May 8, when the country will also hold parliamentary elections.
The presidential election is largely seen as a barometer for the parliamentary vote. Political analyst Aleksandar Krzhalovski said the result of Wednesday's voting will largely determine the runoff.

    


Krzhalovski, who heads the Macedonian Center for International Cooperation, said Thursday that the governing social democrats had made the mistake of focusing almost exclusively on European Union membership in Pendarovski's campaign.




They neglected "all other important issues, especially the fight against crime and corruption, which are seen by the citizens -- and noted in international reports -- as a major problem," he said.
The runoff will also be affected by potential support from other candidates who failed to get through to the second round. Foremost among them is North Macedonia's Foreign Minister Bujar Osmani, a government-allied candidate from the country's ethnic Albanian minority, who got 13.36%. Turnout was 49.75%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pendarovski, 61, and Siljanovska Davkova, 70, had also competed for a five-year presidential term in 2019, when Pendarovski won the runoff.
Hopes are high in North Macedonia that the next president will oversee the country's long-anticipated entry into the EU -- a prospect that both main parties support.

    


The small Balkan country has orbited the 27-nation bloc for nearly two decades with little to show for its efforts.
But the two presidential candidates have differed on how to deal with neighboring Bulgaria's demands that Skopje enshrine in its constitution the recognition of a Bulgarian ethnic minority. EU member Bulgaria has said it will otherwise hinder North Macedonia's membership bid for the bloc.
North Macedonia has been a candidate to join the EU since 2005, but membership talks only began in 2022 and the process is expected to take years.
International observers monitoring the presidential election said in their report Thursday that voting "took place in a peaceful and democratic atmosphere."
But they added that "the increasingly negative rhetoric was regrettable and reflected broader political fragmentation and ethnic division" in the small Balkan country of 2.1 million people.
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Even as it works to get much-needed new supplies of weapons and ammunition from a huge U.S. aid package to the front line, Ukraine is seeking to reverse the drain of potential soldiers from the country, announcing that men of conscription age will no longer be able to renew their passports from outside Ukraine.
The Cabinet of Ministers said late Wednesday that men between 18 and 60 years old who are deemed fit for military service will only be able to renew their passports inside Ukraine. 
Millions of Ukrainians have fled the country since Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022, mostly to neighboring European countries. The European Union's statistics agency, Eurostat, says 4.3 million Ukrainians are living in EU countries, 860,000 of them men 18 years of age or older.
The defense minister of Poland, home to one of the biggest Ukrainian diasporas, said the country was ready to help "in ensuring that those who are subject to compulsory military service go to Ukraine," though he did not specify how.

    


Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz said "Ukrainian citizens have obligations towards the state."




The move has met with some criticism inside Ukraine. Opposition lawmaker Ivanna Klympush-Tsyntsadze, who heads the Parliamentary Committee for Ukraine's European Integration, said denying military-age men access to consular services could lead to "well-founded" legal challenges at the European Court of Human Rights.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think that these actions will only push an enormous number of Ukrainians to look for different ways to obtain citizenship from other countries," she said.
Russia's population of almost 150 million dwarfs Ukraine's 38 million, and Moscow can draw on a much bigger army. Earlier this month, Ukraine lowered the conscription age from 27 to 25  in an effort to bolster the size of its military.
Oleksandr Pavlichenko, executive director of the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union, said the measure was a violation of individual rights -- and also unlikely to succeed in getting Ukrainian men to return home from abroad.

    


"It's just an emotional step, not a legal one," he said. "It will not bring the results."
Ukraine is in need of fresh troops to bolster forces in the south and east, where Russia is pressing forward with its efforts to take ground from outnumbered and outgunned troops.
The U.S. is sending $61 billion in new U.S. military aid, a lifeline for Kyiv's armed forces in their more than two-year war with Russia. President Joe Biden signed into law the aid package on Wednesday.
U.S. officials also confirmed Wednesday that the United States last month secretly sent Ukraine a number of long-range missiles that Kyiv has urgently sought so that its forces can hit Russian forces well behind the front lines. Ukraine used them for the first time last week to strike an airfield in occupied Crimea, the officials said.
The Army Tactical Missile Systems, known as ATACMs, have a range of some 300 kilometers (190 miles). More are expected to be sent to Ukraine as part of the new U.S. aid package.

    


Russia was dismissive of the weapons' likely impact.
"This will not fundamentally change the outcome of the special military operation. We will succeed. But it will cause more problems for Ukraine itself," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said. 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said "the key now is speed" in getting the supplies into place. Ukrainian forces have run desperately short of artillery ammunition and air defense missiles during six months in which the U.S. aid was held up by wrangling in Congress. That has allowed the Kremlin's forces to inch forward in parts of eastern Ukraine in what has largely become a war of attrition.
Ukraine's general staff said Thursday that the situation at the front remained "difficult."
Six people were injured in the Cherkasy region of central Ukraine on Thursday after a "high speed target" struck a critical infrastructure object, Regional Gov. Ihor Taburets said on social media. He said a rescue operation was underway.
Russian forces also targeted infrastructure in northern Ukraine, launching a guided aerial bomb on the city of Sumy. The Regional Military Administration said emergency services were responding to the attack and the impact of the strike was still being clarified.

    


In the eastern Kharkiv region, an attack near a railway station injured seven people, regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov, said on Telegram.
Britain's Treasury chief, on a visit to Kyiv, urged all NATO countries to increase defense spending to 2.5% of GDP to help Ukraine and "pile the pressure" on Russian president Vladimir Putin.
Treasury chief Jeremy Hunt said he told Zelenskyy during Wednesday's visit that the U.K. would maintain at least its current level of military support, some 3 billion pounds ($3.8 billion) in 2024, for "as long as it takes."

    


U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said this week his country's defense budget will increase to 2.5% of GDP from its current level of just over 2% by 2030. Sunak also announced 500 million pounds ($625 million) in new aid for Ukraine - including ammunition, vehicles, boats and 1,600 strike and air defense missiles.
___
Associated Press writers Susie Blann in Kyiv, Vanessa Gera in Warsaw and Emma Burrows in London contributed to this story.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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[image: South Carolina Sen. Dick Harpootlian, D-Columbia, speaks during the Senate's budget debate on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Columbia, South Carolina. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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[image: South Carolina Senate Majority Leader Shane Massey, R-Edgefield, center, listens during the Senate's budget debate on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Columbia, South Carolina. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- The South Carolina Senate approved its budget Wednesday after debating items like requiring school children use the bathrooms of their sex assigned at birth and whether universities can spend state money to move to another athletic conference.
The $15.8 billion budget for next fiscal year raises salaries for state employees and teachers, sets aside more money to improve and repair roads and bridges and doubles a planned income tax cut to 0.2%.
It also sets up a showdown with the House over the next month or beyond as the House's $500 million property tax rebate is not in the Senate plan.
A group of three House members and three senators -- likely including the leaders of each chamber's budget committee -- is going to have to sort out the differences. Last year, there was a monthlong showdown over how much money should be given to a new veterinary school at Clemson University.

    


Late Wednesday, senators added a one-year provision to the budget requiring students use the bathroom of their sex assigned at birth and stay during overnight field trips in rooms of people of the same sex.




All the Republicans voting supported the proposal. Democrats said passing the idea over just a few minutes of debate instead of through a regular bill was dangerous.
"This will clearly subject our state to legal action. We are willfully wasting taxpayer dollars to defend against something that will be found unconstitutional," said Democratic Sen. Tameika Isaac Devine of Columbia

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Senators also on Wednesday night took up what many see as a problem with charter school operators using state money for themselves instead of education, limiting to 2% the amount schools can use for administration. 
"They are hiring employees of the schools they authorize as consultants," Democratic Sen. Nikki Setzler of West Columbia said. "It is wrong what is going on. And they don't think this General Assembly is going to do anything." 

    


Senators debated small parts of the spending plan for well over a dozen hours over two days as the main framework of the spending plan for the 2024-25 fiscal year was hammered out in the Senate Finance Committee earlier this month.
They approved an amendment prohibiting universities from spending state money on entry fees, exit fees or outside attorney expenses if they try to change conferences. Clemson University is suing the Atlantic Coast Conference -- its home for sports for 71 years -- challenging what the school calls the league's "exorbitant $140 million" exit fee.
Senators also required county libraries to provide detailed plans on how they will keep inappropriate material out of the hands of children or lose any state funding. Supporters said they won't punish libraries if a child sees adult material.
"They need to certify they have a plan. They aren't throwing this stuff on the shelf and saying have at it," said Republican Sen. Josh Kimbrell of Spartanburg, the amendment's sponsor.
Instead of $500 million in a property tax rebate, the Senate plan chooses to spend $100 million to knock the income tax rate most people pay in the state from 6.4% to 6.2% The state is in the middle of a five-year effort to cut its top income tax rate from 7% to 6% and this cuts the time to four years.

    


Senators would spend the rest of that money on roads and bridges, local water and sewer system repairs, and other items.
The $500 million comes from an account meant to provide property tax relief. Sales tax goes into the fund, and a boom in spending during and after the COVID-19 pandemic has left the account flush with cash.
The House budget suggested giving the money back as a property tax rebate. But county officials worry property tax bills will snap back next year and homeowners will be angry at them.
Another difference in the House and Senate budgets is how much of a raise is given to state employees. The Senate plan would give state employees making less than $50,000 a raise of $1,375 a year. Workers making more than that would get a 2.75% boost in pay. The House plan gives a $1,000 raise to workers making less than $66,667 and a 1.5% raise to those who make more.

    


Items both chambers agreed on including $200 million in teacher raises. Every teacher would get a pay bump and the minimum salary for a starting teacher would be increased to $47,000 a year. The budget also would allow teachers to get a yearly raise for each of their first 28 years instead of their first 23.
The debate ran so long that senators brought in dinner Wednesday night. After a 40-minute break to eat sandwiches, a few senators withdrew their amendments, including Democratic Sen. Margie Bright Matthews of Walterboro, who had a weight loss drug proposal.
"Since we've eaten I would move to withdraw that," Matthews said to laughter.
"If I had known that, we would have eaten earlier," Republican Senate President Thomas Alexander of Walhalla responded.
___
This story was first published April 24, 2024. It was updated April 25, 2024, to correct the amount of the South Carolina Senate's version of the state budget. The total lawmakers can spend would be $15.8 billion, not $15.4 billion.
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    [image: FILE -Germany's Maximilian Krah, of the German far-right Alternative for Germany party, grimaces during a session at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, Tuesday, April 23, 2024. German government and opposition lawmakers have assailed the far-right Alternative for Germany for its alleged closeness to Russia and China after an assistant to a legislator for the party was arrested on suspicion of spying for Beijing. This week's arrest of an assistant to European Parliament lawmaker Maximilian Krah cast an unflattering light on Alternative for Germany (AfD). (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The German government and opposition lawmakers assailed the far-right Alternative for Germany for its alleged closeness to Russia and China Thursday after an assistant to a legislator for the party was arrested on suspicion of spying for Beijing.
This week's arrest of an aide to European Parliament lawmaker Maximilian Krah cast an unflattering light on the Alternative for Germany, or AfD, which has long faced criticism for Russia-friendly positions. Krah said he would dismiss the employee, Jian Guo, but remain the AfD's top candidate for the European Parliament election in June.
One reason why Germany is a focus of Russian and Chinese spying is "the existence of a right-wing extremist party ... that is prepared eagerly to take up every narrative from China and Russia and spread it," Konstantin Kuhle of the Free Democrats, one of the parties in the coalition government, told a debate in the German parliament in which mainstream lawmakers lined up to criticize the AfD. "So one must say very clearly: AfD is a weak point in German democracy when it comes to our defense of our liberal democracy."

    


A lawmaker with the conservative opposition Christian Democrats, Marc Henrichmann, accused the AfD of "betraying and selling out the German people." He referred to recent allegations involving the party as "Russia today, China tomorrow."




AfD lawmaker Stefan Keuter accused mainstream politicians of trying to "distract from your own political failure" with help from security services, portraying his party as the victim of a campaign. "Why is this issue popping up now, at the time of an election campaign? That's very obvious," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The debate came as prosecutors in the eastern city of Dresden said they were considering whether to open an investigation into Krah himself. Those proceedings are unrelated to federal prosecutors' investigation of Guo, they said in an emailed response to a query about the case.

    


They said the preliminary probe, which may or may not lead to a formal investigation, stems from reports of possible Russian and Chinese payments for Krah's work as a lawmaker. 
News magazine Der Spiegel and public broadcaster ZDF reported last week that Krah was questioned by the FBI at the end of a visit to the United States in December about possible payments from pro-Russian sources.
Krah has denied receiving any such payments. He wrote on social platform X that the preliminary investigation was "expectable given the press situation and routine" and added that "we are still in the area of suppositions and insinuations." 
Separately, the no. 2 on the AfD's list for the European Parliament election, Petr Bystron, earlier this month denied allegations in a Czech daily that he may have received money from a pro-Russian network.
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    [image: FILE - Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez walks at the Europe Summit in Granada, Spain, Oct. 6, 2023. Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has left Spain in suspense on announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife. Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned all Wednesday April 24, 2024 by announcing that he was canceling all events until next week when he will unveil his future. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez poses for a portrait after an interview with The Associated Press at the Moncloa Palace in Madrid, Spain, June 27, 2022. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez says that he will consider resigning after what he calls ]
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[image: FILE - A partially damaged poster of Spanish Prime Minister and Socialist Party candidate Pedro Sanchez flaps in Parla, outskirts Madrid, Spain, April 26, 2019. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez says that he will consider resigning after what he calls ]
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[image: Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez listens to a speech by Vox party leader Santiago Abascal during a parliamentary session in Madrid, Spain, Oct. 21, 2020. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez says that he will consider resigning after what he calls ]
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[image: FILE - Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez and his wife Begona Gomez arrive at 10 Downing Street in London, Dec. 3, 2019. A Spanish judge agreed Wednesday, April 24, 2024 to probe accusations of corruption made against the wife of Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez by a private group with a history of filing lawsuits for right-wing causes. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)]
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[image: FILE - Pedro Sanchez gestures as he arrives at the Spanish parliament in Madrid, Spain, July 25, 2019. Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has left Spain in suspense on announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife. Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned all Wednesday April 24, 2024 by announcing that he was canceling all events until next week when he will unveil his future. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Pedro Sanchez arrives at the Spanish parliament in Madrid, Spain, July 22, 2019. Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has left Spain in suspense on announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife. Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned all Wednesday April 24, 2024 by announcing that he was canceling all events until next week when he will unveil his future. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)]
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[image: FILE - Spain's Prime Minister and Socialist Party leader Pedro Sanchez and and his wife Begona Gomez, left, celebrate general election results in Madrid, Spain, April 28, 2019. Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has left Spain in suspense on announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife. Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned all Wednesday April 24, 2024 by announcing that he was canceling all events until next week when he will unveil his future. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)]
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[image: FILE - Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez attends a media conference on the final day of a North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO, summit in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, June 30, 2022. Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has left Spain in suspense on announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife. Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned all Wednesday April 24, 2024 by announcing that he was canceling all events until next week when he will unveil his future. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)]
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    [image: FILE - Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez walks at the Europe Summit in Granada, Spain, Oct. 6, 2023. Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has left Spain in suspense on announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife. Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned all Wednesday April 24, 2024 by announcing that he was canceling all events until next week when he will unveil his future. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Spain's Prime Minister and Socialist Party leader Pedro Sanchez and and his wife Begona Gomez, left, celebrate general election results in Madrid, Spain, April 28, 2019. Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has left Spain in suspense on announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife. Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned all Wednesday April 24, 2024 by announcing that he was canceling all events until next week when he will unveil his future. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)]
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[image: FILE - Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez attends a media conference on the final day of a North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO, summit in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, June 30, 2022. Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has left Spain in suspense on announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife. Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned all Wednesday April 24, 2024 by announcing that he was canceling all events until next week when he will unveil his future. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)]
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez left Spain in suspense after announcing he may step down because of what he called an "unprecedented" smear campaign against his wife.
Sanchez, who has been in office since 2018, stunned the nation Wednesday by announcing that he was canceling all official events until next week, when he will unveil his future plans. The announcement came hours after a Madrid provincial judge agreed to study allegations of corruption brought by a right-wing group against Sanchez's wife, Begona Gomez.
Here's what you need to know about the potential political crisis in the eurozone's fourth leading economy and how it could play out:
WHAT'S NEXT
The big question is what will the 52-year-old Sanchez -- one of Europe's longest serving Socialist leaders -- decide to do come Monday. His likely options are:

    


-- Resignation: If Sanchez resigns then it will fall to Spain's King Felipe VI to consult with the leaders of the parties in the parliament's lower house to see if any politician can cobble together the support necessary to form a new government. Sanchez's party could feasibly remain in office but none of his colleagues has his charisma and respect.




-- Vote of confidence: Sanchez could decide to face a vote of confidence by the lower house, which he could win with a simple majority based on the support he already enjoys. This could be a strategic move ahead of important regional elections in Spain's Catalonia region in May as well as those in Europe in June.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- Early elections: Sanchez could announce early elections, but the parliament could not be dissolved before May 29 to comply with a constitutional mandate that one year must pass between the dissolution of parliament by the prime minister.
All three options would likely put major legislative projects on hold, including a controversial plan to recognize the state of Palestine, reaching a deal with Britain on Gibraltar's status following Brexit, and a bill to give an amnesty to Catalan separatists that made an illegal secession push in 2017.

    


THE LETTER
Sanchez's four-page letter stated that he needed time to reflect on his future. It was the first time a prime minister has ever done this in Spain.
The letter surprised many political observers for its intimate, emotional content for a leader who oozes cool confidence and, in European style, keeps his wife and two daughters out of the spotlight.
"This attack is without precedent, it is so serious and coarse that I need to stop and reflect with my wife," he said. "Most of the time we forget that politicians are people. And I do not blush to say it, but I am a man who is deeply in love with my wife, who is living with the feeling of impotence while being pelted with mud."
Sanchez was able to form a new left-wing coalition government in November to start another four-year term with the support of myriad small and regional parties from around Spain. He has been hounded and vilified by right-wing opponents and much of the media before and since last July's elections. The leading opposition Popular Party, which won the most seats in the elections, attacks him for doing deals with separatist parties purely to stay in office. 

    


In the past, Spain's right-wing parties launched similar campaigns against previous Socialist party prime ministers such as Felipe Gonzalez and Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero.
THE PROBE
Hours before Sanchez dropped his bombshell-in-a-letter, a Spanish judge agreed to look into allegations of corruption against Gomez made by a private group with a history of filing lawsuits mainly for right-wing causes. The complaint is based on news reports. On Thursday, the Madrid regional prosecutor recommended it be thrown out. 
The court based in Madrid will eventually either shelve the complaint or open full investigations with a view to trial. But it now has the authority to call people in for testimony, which could cause greater embarrassment for Gomez. Gomez has not been indicted. 
The judge agreed to look into the allegations that Gomez allegedly used her position to influence business deals. The court did not provide further information and said that the probe was under seal.

    


Earlier this year, Spain's government watchdog for conflict of interests tossed out a complaint made by the Popular Party against Sanchez in which the opposition party claimed that Gomez had allegedly influenced her husband in a decision related to an airline.
Gomez, 49, does not hold public office and maintains a low political profile. She studied marketing and has been involved with fundraising projects and non-governmental organizations. 
CLEAN HANDS
The allegations against Gomez were made by a group called Manos Limpias, or "Clean Hands."
Manos Limpias takes advantage of a peculiarity of Spanish law called the "popular prosecution" that allows individuals or entities to take part in certain criminal cases even when they haven't been directly harmed by the accused.

    


Manos Limpias describes itself as a union, but its main activity is as a platform pursuing legal cases. Many have been linked to right-wing causes targeting leftist politicians, and most of them never prosper. But it did play a role in a major legal case that ended in the conviction of the son-in-law of Spain's former King Juan Carlos and led to his daughter Princess Cristina being dragged into court before she was absolved.
Manos Limpias' general secretary, Miguel Bernad, belonged to a far-right party in the 1980s and early 90s. Last month, Bernad won an appeal in Spain's Supreme Court after a lower court had found him guilty for allegedly being part of an extortion ring.
On Thursday, Manos Limpias issued a statement to Spanish state news agency EFE saying that its allegations against Gomez were entirely based on media reports.
It said: "If they are not true, it would be up to those who published them to admit to their falsehood, but if they are true, then we believe that the legal case should continue forward."
SANCHEZ STYLE
While many politicians have come out in support of Sanchez, the Popular Party maintains his decision is one of political strategy to win time and try to gain support.
Oriol Bartomeus, a professor of political science at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, said the move by Sanchez fits his profile as a politician who has managed to stay in power thanks to pulling off the unexpected.
"This is pure Sanchez, this is his style of knocking the pieces off the board," Bartomeus told The Associated Press.
___
Giles reported from Madrid.
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    [image: A French made Rafale fighter jet lands at the international airport in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Croatia purchased 12 used fighter jets of the same type for about 1 billion euros. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)]
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                                        ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) -- The first six of a dozen Rafale multipurpose fighter jets purchased by Croatia from France landed at an air force base near Zagreb on Thursday with a welcome ceremony attended by top officials.
The deal, signed in 2021 with French aircraft manufacturer Dassault Aviation, was said to be worth over a billion euros. In addition to the aircraft, the contract covered weapon systems, spare parts, logistics and training.
France is to deliver the remaining six jets in 2025. The acquisition will enable the Croatian Air Force to replace its outdated Soviet-designed Mikoyan MiG-21 fighters. 
The Defense Ministry of Croatia, a NATO member, said the arrival of the aircraft from France piloted by Croatian crews is a historic moment for the country.
"This is a historic moment for Croatia, we realized our dream," Croatia's Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic said at the ceremony, moments after the six Rafales landed on the runway in succession.

    


The fighters are equipped with advanced attack-navigation systems, the French manufacturer had said.
In what appeared to be a mini arms race in the Balkans, Serbian populist President Aleksandar Vucic last month also announced plans to purchase 12 new Rafale fighters in a deal that was reportedly worth 3 billion euro. The potential deal was not confirmed by French officials.




The acquisition of Rafale jets would allow Serbia to modernize its air force, which consists mainly of Soviet-made MiG-29 fighters as well as aging Yugoslav combat aircraft.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia has been a traditional supplier of military aircraft, including combat helicopters, to Serbia, which has refused to join international sanctions against Moscow for its invasion of Ukraine.
The rapid arming by the Serbian military during the past few years has been worrying some of its neighbors. Serbia, a European Union candidate, is almost completely surrounded by NATO member countries.
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UN report says 282 million people faced acute hunger in 2023, with the worst famine in Gaza

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Palestinians line up for a meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. According to the Global Report on Food Crises released Wednesday, April 24, nearly 282 million people in 59 countries suffered from acute hunger in 2023, with war-torn Gaza the territory with the largest number of people facing famine. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Nearly 282 million people in 59 countries suffered from acute hunger in 2023, with war-torn Gaza as the territory with the largest number of people facing famine, according to the Global Report on Food Crises released Wednesday.
The U.N. report said 24 million more people faced an acute lack of food than in 2022, due to the sharp deterioration in food security, especially in the Gaza Strip and Sudan. The number of nations with food crises that are monitored has also been expanded.
Maximo Torero, chief economist for the U.N.'s Food and Agriculture Organization, said 705,000 people in five countries are at Phase 5, the highest level, on a scale of hunger determined by international experts -- the highest number since the global report began in 2016 and quadruple the number that year.
Over 80% of those facing imminent famine -- 577,000 people -- were in Gaza, he said. South Sudan, Burkina Faso, Somalia and Mali each host many thousands also facing catastrophic hunger.





    


According to the report's future outlook, around 1.1 million people in Gaza, where the Israel-Hamas war is now in its seventh month, and 79,000 in South Sudan are projected to be in Phase 5 and facing famine by July.
It said conflict will also continue to drive food insecurity in Haiti, where gangs control large portions of the capital. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: UN report says 282 million people faced acute hunger in 2023, with the worst famine in Gaza.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a United Nation's assessment of world hunger.

    

Additionally, while the El Nino phenomenon peaked in early 2024, "its full impact on food security - including flooding and poor rain in parts of east Africa and drought in southern Africa, especially Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe - are like to manifest throughout the year." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called the report "a roll call of human failings," and that "in a world of plenty, children are starving to death."
"The conflicts erupting over the past 12 months compound a dire global situation," he wrote in the report's foreword. 

    


Guterres highlighted the conflict in the Gaza Strip, as the enclave holds the highest number of people facing catastrophic hunger. There is also the year-old conflict in Sudan, which has created the world's largest internal displacement crisis "with atrocious impacts on hunger and nutrition," he added. 
According to the report, over 36 million people in 39 countries and territories are facing an acute hunger emergency, a step below the famine level in Phase 4, with more than a third in Sudan and Afghanistan. It's an increase of a million people from 2022, the report said.
Arif Husain, the U.N. World Food Program's chief economist, said every year since 2016 the numbers of people acutely food insecure have gone up, and they are now more than double the numbers before the COVID-19 pandemic.
While the report looks at 59 countries, he said the target is to get data from 73 countries where there are people who are acutely food insecure.
Secretary-General Guterres called for an urgent response to the report's findings that addresses the underlying causes of acute hunger and malnutrition while transforming the systems that supply food. Funding is also not keeping pace with the needs, he stressed.

    


"We must have the funding, and we also must have the access," WFP's Husain said, stressing that both "go hand-in-hand" and are essential to tackle acute food insecurity.
The report is the flagship publication of the Food Security Information Network and is based on a collaboration of 16 partners including U.N. agencies, regional and multinational bodies, the European Union, the U.S. Agency for International Development, technical organizations and others.
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland's foreign minister on Thursday called on NATO to increase its defense preparedness and said his government wants to be at the center of decision-making in the European Union, seeking to reestablish the country as a reliable international partner as the war in Ukraine rages across the border.
Setting out his vision for Poland at the heart of Europe, Radek Sikorski warned that a Russian attack on NATO would end in defeat for Moscow, but NATO must increase its defenses.
The previous national conservative government in Poland clashed frequently with the EU, especially over the rule of law. While Warsaw always maintained strong ties with the United States, its influence within the EU waned under the former government.
Arguing that EU membership brought many benefits, Sikorski said: "That is why it is so important for Poland to return to the group of countries creating Europe, and not defending themselves against Europe."

    


Ahead of the speech, the foreign ministry said Sikorski's vision was closely aligned with that of French President Emmanuel Macron, who was also laying out his ambitions for Europe to be a more assertive global power in a speech on Thursday. 




Senior Polish officials have welcomed Macron's outspoken support for Ukraine but also want Paris to increase its deliveries of military aid.
"It is not we - the West - who should be afraid of a clash with Putin, but the other way around," Sikorski said. "It is worth recalling this, not to increase Russians' sense of threat, because NATO is a defense pact, but to show that an attack by Russia on any of the Alliance members would inevitably end in its defeat. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Russia's military and economic potential pales in comparison to that of the West. If we do not lack the will, Russia will lose. Putin's only hope is our lack of determination."
Sikorski's speech was directed at both the world and the domestic audience in the nation of 38 million people located along the eastern flank of both and NATO and the EU. It is a key hub for Western weapons going to Ukraine.

    


Under President Vladimir Putin, Russia has waged a hybrid war against Poland, including with disinformation, Sikorski charged. He said Russia was lying when it falsely claimed that Poland seeks to annex parts of Western Ukraine around the city of Lviv that once belonged to Poland.
"Lviv is Ukraine," he said in Ukrainian, in a message he said he hoped would be heard in the Kremlin.
"Russian leaders and propagandists want to pit us against Ukrainians," Sikorski continued. "They will not succeed. They will lose on this front as well."
Sikorski's speech set out the new direction of the pro-European government of Prime Minister Donald Tusk, which took office in December, replacing the coalition led by the arch-conservative Law and Justice party. Tusk and Sikorski returned to the same leadership roles they led before losing power in 2015. The government has vowed to restore democratic norms eroded in the interim.
Among those attending the speech was President Andrzej Duda, who is aligned with Law and Justice, as well as members of the diplomatic corps in Warsaw who listened to the speech from the parliament's gallery.

    


The government is also asserting its right to define Poland's international policies as Duda has recently been acting against its wishes. Duda recently met with presumptive Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump and expressed readiness to host nuclear weapons within NATO's sharing program. 
He did not seek approval from Tusk's government for either step. 
Sikorski harshly condemned many of the previous government's policies, noting that former prime minister Mateusz Morawiecki was not in parliament Thursday because he had gone to Budapest for the annual meeting in Europe of the American Conservative Political Action Conference, or CPAC. Sikorski said Morawiecki would be meeting with "pro-Putin nationalists."
After the speech, Duda said he was shocked and disappointed at what he called an "attack on the policy pursued by the previous government."

    


"In my opinion, it was baseless and contained many lies, manipulations and untruths. This divides Poles and creates an unnecessary political conflict. These words simply provoked distaste in me," Duda told reporters in the halls of parliament.
Law and Justice led Poland from 2015 to 2023, and while it stressed ties with the United States, it had a conflicted stance toward the 27-member EU and in particular toward Germany, which invaded and occupied Poland during World War II.
Sikorski stressed the importance of friendship with Germany, saying that the period of confrontation under the previous government had ended. 
"Germany is our democratic neighbor, our largest trading partner, an important European actor, and a key ally in NATO. Warsaw and Berlin need each other," he said.
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The German parliament voted Thursday to introduce an annual national "veterans' day" to honor people who have served in the military, which often has struggled to gain recognition in the country.
The proposal was drawn up by the parties in Chancellor Olaf Scholz's three-party governing coalition together with the main opposition conservative bloc, and was approved by nearly all parties in the Bundestag, parliament's lower house. 
It says a "veterans' day" should be celebrated "publicly and visibly" every June 15. It also calls for improved follow-up care for people wounded while serving in the German military, the Bundeswehr.
The motion "is a strong, important and, yes, an overdue signal of recognition and appreciation," Defense Minister Boris Pistorius told lawmakers.
Post-World War II Germany has generally been uncomfortable with militarism and war, and the country emerged slowly from its postwar military shell after reunification in 1990. Then-Chancellor Helmut Kohl broke a taboo against German troops serving abroad by sending military medics to support the U.N. mission in Cambodia in 1992.

    


More robust military deployments abroad, for example in Kosovo, Afghanistan and Mali, later became a mainstay of the Bundeswehr's activities.




In 2008, Germany introduced a new military decoration for bravery, giving troops the possibility of earning such an honor for the first time since World War II. A memorial to soldiers killed while serving in the Bundeswehr was built at the Defense Ministry in Berlin and inaugurated in 2009.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But even now, "the word 'veteran' is little used in our society, and this must come to an end," said Johannes Arlt, a lawmaker with Scholz's center-left Social Democrats who has served as an air force officer. "We need more visibility and we need more recognition for our soldiers and veterans, and that's why we need a veterans' day in Germany."

    


The Bundeswehr was founded in 1955, serving first as West Germany's military and, since 1990, as that of the reunited Germany. More than 10 million people have served in it over the decades.
Germany launched a drive to modernize the Bundeswehr and increase its military spending shortly after Russia started its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in early 2022.
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                                        NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) -- A top European Union military officer said that a frigate that's part of an EU mission in the Red Sea to protect merchant shipping destroyed a drone launched from an area in Yemen controlled by Houthi rebels on Thursday morning.
Austrian Gen. Robert Brieger, who is chair of the EU's military committee, said that it would be crucial for the bloc to "conserve resources" over the long haul because the threat posed by Houthi attacks "will not disappear" due to its connection to the Israel-Hamas war.
"The task given to the military is simply to protect merchant ships and to show the public that the European Union is not willing to accept a terrorist organization will interrupt the freedom of movement at sea," Brieger said.
Brieger said that he's asking EU members to provide the necessary resources to the EU mission dubbed Aspides -- Greek for "shields."

    


He said that it's the first time that the EU has launched a naval operation in a hostile environment that's twice the size of the 27-nation bloc, calling it a "litmus test" that the bloc will pass successfully.
The commander of an EU naval mission in the Red Sea, Greek Rear Adm. Vasilios Gryparis, wants to significantly increase its size to better defend against possible attacks by Houthi rebels based in Yemen. Nineteen of the 27 EU nations are involved in the mission, but only four frigates are patrolling an area twice the size of the bloc.




The EU mission was established in February to defend civilian vessels and doesn't take part in any military strikes. The southern part of the Red Sea is deemed a high-risk zone.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Iran-backed Houthi rebels, which control much of Yemen's north and west, launched a campaign of drone and missile attacks on shipping in the Red Sea in November. They have also fired missiles toward Israel, although those have largely fallen short or been intercepted.

    


The attacks have hit maritime trade to Egypt and Europe, with only around half the usual number of ships moving through the area. It's added up to two weeks of transit time for vessels that want to avoid the Suez Canal, hiking transport costs and shipping insurance.
The rebels have described their campaign as an effort to pressure Israel to end the wear. The ships targeted by the Houthis, however, largely have had little or no connection to Israel, the U.S. or other nations involved in the war.
Their campaign has continued despite more than two months of U.S.-led retaliatory airstrikes.
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                                        A third man has been detained in a bribery case involving one of Russia's most senior defense officials, Moscow's court service said Thursday.
It said businessman Alexander Fomin is suspected of paying bribes to Deputy Defense Minister Timur Ivanov, who was detained on Wednesday, as well as Ivanov's associate, Sergei Borodin. All of the men are to remain in custody until at least June 23. 
It is rare for such a high-ranking official to be accused of a crime in Russia. Ivanov, an ally of Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, was jailed pending an investigation and trial on charges of bribery, court officials said in a statement. He was in charge of military construction projects and was previously accused of living a lavish lifestyle in anti-corruption investigations conducted by the team of late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny. It is unclear what sparked the decision to charge him with bribery. 

    


Ivanov, 48, was sanctioned by both the United States and European Union in 2022 after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. President Putin's spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov, said Wednesday that the construction projects that were overseen by Ivanov will continue. 




Moscow's court service said Fomin and Borodin contributed to Ivanov receiving a "particularly large bribe" -- an offense punishable by up to 15 years in prison. As part of the case against Fomin and the deputy minister, the courts service added that Fomin did not pay for goods, work and services related to repairing and reconstructing buildings. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russian state news agency Tass reported Wednesday that a Moscow businessman whose company is involved in construction gave testimony which incriminated the deputy defense minister. Tass did not name the individual who gave the evidence, but public records and Russian newspapers say that Alexander Fomin owns half of the company, called Olimpsitistroy.

    


In 2021, Ivanov awarded Fomin and the co-owner of Olimpsitistroy a state award called For Merit to the Fatherland for building medical centers, the Russian newspaper Kommersant reported. 
According to a court statement Wednesday, investigators told the judge that Ivanov conspired with third parties to receive a bribe in the form of unspecified property services "during contracting and subcontracting work for the needs of the Ministry of Defense." 
Ivanov's lawyer, Murad Musayev, told the state news agency Tass on Wednesday that his client is accused of "taking a bribe in the form of free construction and repair work on supposedly his personal properties," and in turn providing "assistance to companies that were contractors for the Defense Ministry."
Another lawyer, Denis Baluyev, was quoted by state news agency RIA Novosti as saying Wednesday that Ivanov maintains his innocence.
According to the Defense Ministry's website, Ivanov was appointed in 2016 by a presidential decree. He oversaw property management, housing and medical support for the military, as well as construction projects.
RIA Novosti quoted Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov as saying that Shoigu and President Vladimir Putin were informed of Ivanov's arrest, which comes as Moscow's war in Ukraine grinds through its third year.

    


Independent Russian news outlets reported Wednesday that the bribery charges were intended to hide more serious charges of treason and avoid scandal, citing two unidentified sources close to the Federal Security Service, or FSB.
Peskov dismissed the suggestion and described the reports as speculation. "There are a lot of rumors. We need to rely on official information," he told journalists.
Musayev, Ivanov's lawyer, also denied any other charges, telling RIA Novosti Ivanov faced only bribery allegations. 
Before his arrest, Ivanov was seen attending a meeting with Shoigu and other top military brass. The move against Ivanov came nearly a month after Putin called on the FSB to "keep up a systemic anti-corruption effort" and pay special attention to state defense procurement.
Russian media reported that Ivanov oversaw some of the construction in Mariupol, a Ukrainian port city that was devastated by bombardment and occupied by Russian forces early in the war.

    


Zvezda, the official TV channel of the Russian military, reported in summer 2022 that the ministry was building an entire residential block in Mariupol and showed Ivanov inspecting construction sites and newly erected buildings.
That same year, the team of opposition leader Navalny alleged Ivanov and his family had been enjoying luxurious trips abroad, lavish parties and owned elite real estate. The activists also alleged that Ivanov's wife, Svetlana, divorced him in 2022 to avoid sanctions and continued living a lavish lifestyle.
Few high-level officials have been prosecuted in Russia.
In April 2023, former Deputy Culture Minister Olga Yarilova was arrested and charged with embezzling more than 200 million rubles ($2.2 million). Yarilova, who held her post from 2018 to 2022, is on trial and facing a possible seven-year jail term.

    


Former Economics Minister Alexei Ulyukayev received an eight-year prison sentence in 2017 for accepting a $2 million bribe from one of Putin's top associates. The high-profile trial was widely seen as part of infighting between Kremlin clans. Ulyukayev, now 68, was granted early release from prison in May 2022.
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                                        TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- Taiwan's president-elect has appointed new foreign and defense ministers to join his incoming administration as the island faces continuing military threats and diplomatic isolation from China.
Lai Ching-te, who assumes the presidency on May 20, announced Thursday that current Presidential Secretary General Lin Chia-lung will take over as foreign minister.
He said Wellington Koo will head the Defense Ministry at a time when Taiwan is upgrading its defenses against China with new ships, submarines, warplanes, missile systems and other land-based defenses. 
Along with stepping up its threat to annex Taiwan by force, China has whittled down the number of Taiwan's formal diplomatic allies to just 12, while excluding it from the United Nations and most other international organizations. 
Koo, a lawyer, has headed the National Security Council under current President Tsai Ing-wen, who is leaving office as mandated after two four-year terms. He will be replaced in the high-profile role by current Foreign Minister Joseph Wu. 

    


Taiwan has a long-embedded tradition of civilians serving as defense minister, in contrast to China's practice of appointing top generals who have taken an increasingly bellicose attitude toward Taiwan, the U.S. and in asserting China's territorial claims in the South China and East China seas. 




Lin previously served as mayor of Taiwan's largest city, Taichung, and was put in charge of Taiwan's economic outreach to Southeast Asia, Australia and New Zealand. Both Lin and Koo are members of the Democratic Progressive Party, with which China has cut contacts over its refusal to acknowledge Beijing's claim of sovereignty over the island. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lai handily won the presidential election in January, although the main opposition Nationalist Party that backs eventual unification with China took a one-vote majority in the legislature.

    


Taiwan has a mixture of presidential and parliamentary systems with much power also invested in local city and county governments. The formula emerged after Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalists relocated their government to the former Japanese colony of Taiwan in 1949 as Mao Zedong's Communists seized power on the mainland after a decades-long civil war.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The British Parliament has finally passed legislation to send some migrants to Rwanda, clearing the runway for flights this summer under Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 's controversial plan aimed at deterring risky English Channel crossings by people desperate to reach the U.K.
A bill designed to unblock a plan beset by court challenges and legislative battles was approved early Tuesday, delivering what Sunak hopes will be a much-needed political victory and fulfill his pledge to "stop the boats."
Human rights activists and migrants' groups have vowed to continue the fight against the policy, which they say is unethical and inhumane.
Here's a look at the plan and what it took to reach this stage.
WHAT IS THE RWANDA PLAN?
The Rwanda plan is the British government's response to the growing number of migrants from around the world -- reaching a high of 46,000 in 2022 -- who cross the English Channel from France to Britain in small boats. 

    


Most people who arrive that way apply for asylum, and in the past many have been granted it. The Conservative government says these migrants should not be treated as genuine refugees because they did not claim asylum in another safe country, such as France, that they reached first.




In an attempt to deter people from making the risky journeys, the U.K. struck a deal with Rwanda in April 2022 to send migrants who arrive in the U.K. as stowaways or in boats to the East African country, where their asylum claims would be processed and, if successful, they would stay.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Human rights groups and other critics of the plan say it is unworkable and unethical to send migrants to a country 4,000 miles (6,400 miles) away that they don't want to live in. No one has yet been sent to Rwanda, but Sunak has said the first flights will leave in July.
WHY DID IT TAKE SO LONG TO REACH THIS POINT?
The Rwanda plan was immediately met with legal challenges. The first removal flight was grounded at the last moment in June 2022 after a ruling from the European Court of Human Rights,

    


The case ultimately reached Britain's Supreme Court, which dealt the government a defeat in November, ruling that the policy is unlawful because Rwanda is not a safe third country where migrants can be sent. Five justices unanimously said that "the removal of the claimants to Rwanda would expose them to a real risk of ill-treatment" because they could be sent back to the home countries they had fled.
The judges said there was evidence Rwanda had a culture that misunderstood its obligations under the Refugee Convention, was dismissive toward asylum-seekers from the Middle East and Afghanistan, and had little experience of the asylum procedures needed to handle the cases of migrants from around the world.
HOW DID THE U.K. GOVERNMENT RESPOND?
Britain and Rwanda signed a treaty in December pledging to strengthen protections for migrants, partly by barring Rwanda from sending any migrants deported from the U.K back to their home countries. Sunak's government argued the treaty allowed it to pass a law declaring Rwanda a safe destination.
The Safety of Rwanda Bill, which was passed Tuesday, pronounces the country safe, making it harder for migrants to challenge deportation and allows the British government to ignore injunctions from the European Court of Human Rights that seek to block removals.

    


If that fails to stop legal challenges, Sunak has said he would consider ignoring or leaving international human rights treaties including the European Convention on Human Rights. That move is backed by some members of Sunak's governing Conservative Party, but would draw strong domestic opposition and international criticism. The only European countries that are not party to the rights convention are Belarus and Russia.
The Rwandan government insists it is "committed to its international obligations" and has been recognized by the U.N. and other international institutions "for our exemplary treatment of refugees." Rwanda's government says the country is ready to receive migrants from Britain, and has plans to build more than 1,000 houses, including recreational facilities, for the deportees.

    


HAVE OTHER COUNTRIES TRIED SIMILAR POLICIES?
Britain is not alone in trying to control irregular migration. Much of Europe and the U.S. is struggling with how best to cope with migrants seeking refuge from war, violence, oppression and a warming planet that has brought devastating drought and floods.
A few countries have tried offshore processing of asylum seekers -- notably Australia, which first sent migrants to the Pacific island nation of Nauru in 2001 and has operated an asylum-processing center there since 2012.
From 2013 to 2018, Israel had a deal with Rwanda to deport African migrants, until Israel's supreme court declared it unlawful. 
Denmark has moved away from a deal with Rwanda and wants to find a solution with fellow European Union countries. 
"A British or Danish solution will solve a problem for the individual country," Danish Immigration Minister Kaare Dybvad Bek told Danish broadcaster DR Tuesday. "But we believe a unified European solution will solve more problems, because you will also stop the people smugglers who today make billions from transporting people across the Mediterranean."

    


Last year, Italy reached a deal with Albania for the Balkan country to temporarily house and process some of the thousands of migrants who reach Italian shores. There is a crucial difference from the U.K. plan: it's not a one-way trip. Successful asylum-seekers would get to start new lives in Italy, not Albania.
___
Jan M. Olsen in Copenhagen, Denmark contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's global migration coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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    [image: FILE - A mural is seen, March 1, 2023, in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. Military forces in Burkina Faso killed 223 civilians, including babies and many children, in attacks on two villages accused of cooperating with militants, Human Rights Watch said in a report published Thursday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        DAKAR, Senegal (AP) -- Military forces in Burkina Faso killed 223 civilians, including babies and many children, in attacks on two villages accused of cooperating with militants, Human Rights Watch said in a report published Thursday.
The mass killings took place on Feb. 25 in the country's northern villages of Nondin and Soro, and some 56 children were among the dead, according to the report. The human rights organization called on the United Nations and the African Union to provide investigators and to support local efforts to bring those responsible to justice.
"The massacres in Nondin and Soro villages are just the latest mass killings of civilians by the Burkina Faso military in their counterinsurgency operations," Human Rights Watch Executive Director Tirana Hassan said in a statement. "International assistance is critical to support a credible investigation into possible crimes against humanity."

    


The once-peaceful nation has been ravaged by violence that has pitted jihadis linked to al-Qaida and the Islamic State group against state-backed forces. Both sides have targeted civilians caught in the middle, displacing more than 2 million people, of which over half are children. Most attacks go unpunished and unreported in a nation run by a repressive leadership that silences perceived dissidents.




The HRW report provided a rare firsthand account of the killings by survivors amid a stark increase in civilian casualties by Burkina Faso's security forces as the junta struggles to beat back a growing jihadi insurgency and attacks residents under the guise of counterterrorism.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Earlier in April, The Associated Press verified accounts of a Nov. 5 army attack on another village that killed at least 70 people. The details were similar -- the army blamed the villagers for cooperating with militants and massacred them, even babies.
Witnesses and survivors told HRW that the Feb. 25 killings were believed to have been carried out in retaliation for an attack by Islamist fighters on a military camp near the provincial capital Ouahigouya, about 25 kilometers (15 miles) away.

    


The toll of civilian deaths was higher than first described by local officials. A public prosecutor previously said that his office was investigating the reported deaths of 170 people in attacks carried out on those villages.
A Burkina Faso government spokesperson didn't respond to requests for comment about the Feb. 25 attack. Officials previously denied killing civilians and said jihadi fighters often disguise themselves as soldiers.
More than 20,000 people have been killed in Burkina Faso since jihadi violence linked to al-Qaida and the Islamic State group first hit the West African nation nine years ago, according to the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project, a United States-based nonprofit.
Burkina Faso experienced two coups in 2022. Since seizing power in September 2022, the junta led by Capt. Ibrahim Traore has promised to beat back militants but violence has only worsened, analysts say. Around half of Burkina Faso's territory remains outside of government control.
Frustrated with a lack of progress over years of Western military assistance, the junta has severed military ties with former colonial ruler France and turned to Russian instead for security support. 
___
Follow AP's Africa coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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                    The Senate passed legislation Tuesday that would force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform under the threat of a ban. Here's what to know.
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    [image: FILE - A man carries a Free TikTok sign in front of the courthouse where the hush-money trial of Donald Trump got underway April 15, 2024, in New York. The House has passed legislation Saturday, April 20, to ban TikTok in the U.S. if its China-based owner doesn't sell its stake, sending it to the Senate as part of a larger package of bills that would send aid to Ukraine and Israel. House Republicans' decision to add the TikTok bill to the foreign aid package fast-tracked the legislation after it had stalled in the Senate. The aid bill is a priority for President Joe Biden that has broad congressional support. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)]
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[image: First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: Una creadora de contenidos de TikTok, permanece frente al Capitolio de Estados Unidos, el martes 23 de abril de 2024, en Washington, mientras los senadores se preparan para considerar la legislacion que obligaria a la empresa matriz de TikTok, con sede en China, a vender la plataforma de medios sociales bajo la amenaza de una prohibicion, una medida polemica de los legisladores estadounidenses. (AP Foto/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: Jennifer Gay, a TikTok content creator, sits outside the U.S. Capitol, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Washington as Senators prepare to consider legislation that would force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform under the threat of a ban, a contentious move by U.S. lawmakers. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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[image: the Texas Governor's Mansion Wednesday, July 18, 2012, in Austin, Texas. After four years, the historic Texas Governor's Mansion was restored in a $25 million project after the building was nearly destroyed by fire. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- When President Joe Biden showed off his putting during a campaign stop at a public golf course in Michigan last month, the moment was captured on TikTok. 
Forced inside by a rainstorm, he competed with 13-year-old Hurley "HJ" Coleman IV to make putts on a practice mat. The Coleman family posted video of the proceedings on the app -- complete with Biden holing out a putt and the teen knocking his own shot home in response, over the caption, "I had to sink the rebuttal." 
The network television cameras that normally follow the president were stuck outside. 
Biden signed legislation Wednesday that could ban TikTok in the U.S. while his campaign has embraced the platform and tried to work with influencers. Already struggling to maintain his previous support from younger voters, the president is now facing criticism from some avid users of the app, which researchers have found is a primary news source for a third of Americans under the age of 30.

    


"There's a core hypocrisy to the Biden administration supporting the TikTok ban while at the same time using TikTok for his campaign purposes," said Kahlil Greene, who has more than 650,000 followers and is known on TikTok as the "Gen Z Historian."
"I think it illustrates that he and his people know the power and necessity of TikTok." 




The Biden campaign defends its approach and rejects the idea that White House policy is contradicting its political efforts. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We would be silly to write off any place where people are getting information about the president," said Rob Flaherty, who ran the White House's Office of Digital Strategy and now is deputy manager of Biden's reelection campaign. 
Flaherty said Biden's team forged relationships with TikTok influencers the 2020 election and that the platform has only gotten more influential since then, "growing as an internet search engine and driving narratives about the president."

    


The Biden campaign says that an increasingly fragmented modern media environment requires it to meet voters where they are and that TikTok is one of many such places where would-be supporters see its content, in addition to platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 
It has produced its own TikTok content, but also relied on everyday users who interact with the president. That includes a post from a family that ate fries and other fixings from the Cook Out fast food chain when Biden recently visited Raleigh, North Carolina, as well as Coleman's putting video.
Opponents of TikTok say its ownership by Chinese company ByteDance gives Beijing a dangerous amount of influence over what narratives Americans see as well as potential access to U.S. user data. Chinese national-security laws allow the ruling Communist Party wide latitude over private business, though the U.S. has not made public evidence that the Chinese government has manipulated the app or forced ByteDance to do its bidding. 
The law Biden signed Wednesday would force ByteDance to sell the app to a U.S. company within a year or face a national ban. ByteDance has argued the law violates the First Amendment and promised to sue. 

    


Former President Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, now publicly opposes a TikTok ban after issuing an executive order while in office trying to ban the app if ByteDance didn't sell it.
The White House doesn't have an official TikTok account and Biden banned the app on most government devices in December 2022. Yet the Biden campaign also officially joined TikTok on the night of this year's Super Bowl, as the president shunned a traditional gameday TV interview to instead spread a political message with the platform. 
Former White House press secretary Jen Psaki convened a virtual briefing in 2022 for more than two dozen of the app's influencers to discuss the U.S. approach to Ukraine, a gathering later parodied on "Saturday Night Live."
There have been scores of other such events, including an influencer party at the White House last Christmas and a State of the Union watch party in March. During Biden's recent, $26 million campaign fundraiser at New York's Radio City Music Hall with former Presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton, there was an influencer happy hour and an after-party where attendees interacted with Biden. 

    


White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said that the legislation Biden signed "is not a ban. This is about our national security." She added that the White House isn't saying "that we do not want Americans to use TikTok." 
TikTok has 170 million U.S. users and a study released last November by the Pew Research Center found that about a third of U.S. adults under 30 regularly got news from TikTok, compared to 14% of all adults.
Adults under 30 are more likely than U.S. adults overall to oppose a ban on the use of TikTok in the United States, according to an AP-NORC poll conducted in January. Nearly half of 18- to 29-year-olds are opposed, compared to 35% of U.S. adults.

    


About 2 in 10 U.S. adults said then they use TikTok at least once a day, including 44% of 18- to 29-year-olds. Among 18- to 29-year-olds, 7% say they use TikTok "almost constantly" and an additional 28% are using it "several times a day." 
Priorities USA, a leading Democratic super PAC, is spending around $1 million this cycle to help fund more than 100 TikTok influencers who produce pro-Biden content ahead of November, and views those efforts as an extension of traditional organizing and communications initiatives.
Even if TikTok is eventually banned, most of its influencers are on other platforms that could continue to take their content, especially YouTube and Instagram, said Danielle Butterfield, Priorities USA's executive director.
"TikTok users are online generally and that's a lot of different places," said Butterfield, who was also deputy director of digital advertising for Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign. 
Biden, meanwhile, has seen his standing with young people decline. About one-third of adults under 30 approve of how he's handling his job as president, according to an AP-NORC poll conducted in March -- a sharp drop from the roughly two-thirds approved when he first entered office. 
Greene studied history at Yale, served as the school's first Black student body president and graduated in 2022. He attended past White House events as an influencer, including a Juneteenth celebration and a West Wing event for the Inflation Reduction Act, a sweeping health care and green energy package, where he met both Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris.
About a year ago, however, Greene says he began posting about Biden's championing a sweeping 1994 crime law that activists have long said contributed to the mass incarceration of racial minorities. He also criticized Biden's current administration for what he called "a lack of specific policy made for Black Americans." 
Since then, while Greene continues to receive more general emails from the Biden administration, he said says he's no longer invited to more personal events while some "creators who fell in line, who are less critical" are still going.
Flaherty, Biden's deputy campaign manager, said the campaign has paid influencers in specific instances, like when their content has been used in ads, and that some content creators who work with the campaign have raised concerns about legislation forcing divestment. But he doesn't see it having a major Election Day impact. 
"I think young voters aren't going to vote on TikTok," Flaherty said. "They are going to vote on issues, which are discussed on TikTok but they're also discussed other places."
Greene, however, said young voters' frustration with the Biden administration in other areas -- particularly its handling of Israel-Hamas war -- have combined with the TikTok divestment legislation to spell political problems for Biden. 
"There's no ability for me to overstate how that exacerbates the outcry," he said, "and the dissatisfaction that people already have." 
___
Associated Press writer Linley Sanders contributed to this report.
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    [image: FILE - Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, Adm. Christopher Grady, right, arrives for a closed door briefing about the leaked highly classified military documents, on Capitol Hill, April 19, 2023, in Washington. Grady says there's been no final decision on whether or not all U.S. troops will leave Niger and Chad. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: FILE - A U.S. and Niger flag are raised side by side at the base camp for air forces and other personnel supporting the construction of Niger Air Base 201 in Agadez, Niger, April 16, 2018. The United States is attempting to create a new military agreement with Niger that would allow it to remain in the country, weeks after the junta said its presence was no longer justified, two Western officials told The Associated Press Friday April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Carley Petesch, File)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- There has been no final decision on whether or not all U.S. troops will leave Niger and Chad, two African countries that are integral to the military's efforts to counter violent extremist organizations across the Sahel region, a top U.S. military official told The Associated Press on Wednesday. 
Niger's ruling junta ended an agreement last month that allows U.S. troops to operate in the West African country. The State Department said Wednesday night that U.S. and Nigerien officials would meet Thursday in the capital, Niamey, "to initiate discussions on an orderly and responsible withdrawal of U.S. forces."
That meeting comes as the two countries have been "unable to reach an understanding" to continue cooperation "in a manner that addresses the needs and concerns of each side," State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said.

    


The government of neighboring Chad in recent days also has questioned its agreement with the U.S., Joint Chiefs Vice Chairman Adm. Christopher Grady, the nation's second-highest-ranking military officer, said in an interview. 
The agreements allow the U.S. to conduct critical counterterrorism operations within the countries' borders and have supported military partner training in both nations. The reversals have prompted concern that U.S. influence in Africa is losing ground to overtures from Russia and China. 




"We are all trying to establish ourselves as the partner of choice," Grady said. "It's up to us to establish why we think our partnership with them is important. We certainly want to be there. We want to help them, we want to empower them, we want to do things by, with and through (them)." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While U.S. officials said Saturday that the military would begin plans to withdraw troops from Niger, they said discussions on a new military agreement were ongoing. 
"There's still negotiations underway," Grady said. "I don't believe there is a final decision on disposition of U.S. forces there." 

    


Relations have frayed between Niger and Western countries since mutinous soldiers ousted the country's democratically elected president in July. Niger's junta has since told French forces to leave and turned instead to Russia for security. Earlier this month, Russian military trainers arrived to reinforce the country's air defenses and with Russian equipment to train Nigeriens to use.
The government of Chad also recently requested that U.S. forces leave, and officials from the State Department, U.S. Africa Command and the Pentagon will work with Chad's government to make the case for U.S. forces to stay, Grady said. 
"The team has got get on the ground there and work it through," Grady said.
He said that if both countries ultimately decide the U.S. cannot remain there, the military will have to look for alternatives to run counterterrorism missions across the Sahel, a vast region south of the Sahara Desert. 
"If we are asked to leave, and after negotiations that's the way it plays out, then we are going to have to recalculate and figure out a new way to do it," Grady said. 
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- A federal investigation has concluded that a young Black man died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound inside a rural Missouri home, not at the hands of the white homeowner who had a history of racist social media postings, an FBI official told The Associated Press Wednesday.
Derontae Martin, 19, was at a prom party on April 25, 2021, when he died in an attic closet. The death was initially ruled a suicide. Relatives of Martin and others questioned that finding, and a jury at a coroner's inquest later ruled that Martin died by "violence," prompting the FBI investigation.
Chris Crocker, acting special agent in charge of the FBI's St. Louis division, said an extensive investigation concluded "that this was a self-inflicted gunshot wound, not a homicide or a hate crime." Relatives were informed of the finding in December, Crocker said.

    


Martin's mother, Ericka Lotts, said in a text that she remains convinced that her son was the victim of a homicide.
---
EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org




---
Martin was originally from the St. Louis area, but his family moved to Park Hills, a town of 8,500 residents about 60 miles (97 kilometers) southwest of St. Louis, when he was a child. Though that area of Missouri is about 95% white, Martin was popular and happy, Ericka Lotts has said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Martin was a star defensive tackle and earned a scholarship to a small out-of-state college. He graduated from high school in 2020 but needed to bring up his entrance exam score before he could go to college. Ericka Lotts had relocated back to the St. Louis area, and Martin was living with her.
On the night of April 24, 2021, Martin was back in the Park Hills area. He attended the prom party of a young woman, a friend of a friend, at a home near Fredericktown, 27 miles (43 kilometers) south of Park Hills.

    


The home was owned by a man who in Facebook postings mocked foreign accents and defended the Confederate flag. He posted a meme showing a hand flipping the finger. It read: "Here's my apology for being white." Because the man is not charged with a crime, The Associated Press is not naming him.
Deputies and EMTs were called to the home at 3:01 a.m. on April 25, 2021. They found Martin in the attic, dead. Madison County Sheriff Katie McCutcheon said an initial autopsy indicated Martin died of a self-inflicted gunshot. The Missouri State Highway Patrol was asked to investigate, and it concurred.
About 100 racial injustice activists marched in Fredericktown shortly after Martin's death. Gray said at the time that counter-protesters tossed two nooses at protesters and yelled racial slurs. That area of Missouri was home to Frank Ancona, a Missouri Ku Klux Klan leader shot to death by his wife in 2017.
A coroner's inquest jury was convened in July 2021. The AP obtained audio of the testimony through an open records request. Zachary Graham testified that he saw Martin shoot himself.

    


Others said Martin had been acting paranoid and aloof. Martin had methamphetamine in his system -- enough to cause paranoia and irrational thinking -- according to a toxicology report cited by Dr. Russell Deidiker, who performed the autopsy.
But Phillip Lawler testified that the homeowner told him weeks after the shooting that he killed Martin. "He just told me he didn't like Black people" and used a racial slur, Lawler testified.
The homeowner, at the inquest, denied ever saying anything like that. He testified that he was at the party and on the main floor of the home with others when the shot was heard, sending people scattering. Some of the young people, in testimony, backed up his account.
Crocker, in a phone interview with the AP, said evidence showed that Martin had meth levels in his body "consistent with levels that often lead to extreme paranoia and sometimes even death." He told others at the party he was worried that a gang member was after him, the investigation found. Someone gave him a gun for protection.

    


Martin shot himself "in the presence of a friend of his who was trying to talk him out of doing it," Crocker said.
Family members had said evidence didn't match suicide, but Crocker said the wound was consistent with being self-inflicted.
FBI officials met with Martin's family in December to inform them of the findings. "We made sure to give them a whole understanding of the steps we took to reach this conclusion," Crocker said.
The U.S. Department of Justice's Civil Rights Division provided two attorneys to help with the investigation, Crocker said. An FBI agent who specializes in hate crimes was assigned to the investigation.
"We really took extraordinary steps in this case to make sure we reached the right conclusion," Crocker said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/black-teenagers-death-missouri-no-charges-6c6753efad18150cd7868e81ba48044b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Haiti's government scrambles to impose tight security measures as council inauguration imminent | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Haiti's government scrambles to impose tight security measures as council inauguration imminent

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A council tasked with choosing a new prime minister and cabinet for Haiti is scheduled to be sworn in on Thursday as the government scrambles to impose tight security measures to prevent any injuries or deaths amid relentless gang violence. (AP Video by Nikenson Duverge and Pierre Luxama)
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    [image: Police stop at a car to inspect in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Pedestrians walk past a charred body in Port-au-Prince's Petion-Ville neighborhood, Haiti, Sunday, April 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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[image: A body lies in the middle of the street as commuters make their way through the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | A body lies in the middle of the street as commuters make their way through the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
A body lies in the middle of the street as commuters make their way through the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Street vendors withdraw from the area where they were selling their bread, near the National Palace, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, April 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph, File)]
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- Armored vehicles roll slowly past Haiti's National Palace as police scan the horizon for gangs. Every day, bullets whiz past the area, striking buildings and people alike.
Gangs control most of the territory that surrounds the palace, but a transitional council charged with selecting a new prime minister and Cabinet for Haiti is demanding that its members be sworn in at the palace.
The ceremony is scheduled for Wednesday even as officials scramble to impose tight security measures, according to two high-ranking regional officials with knowledge of the matter who asked that their names be withheld because they were not authorized to speak to the media.
The push to hold the ceremony at the palace is considered by some a show of force to suggest the Haitian government is still in charge despite marauding gangs who have previously attacked the palace and have promised to derail the ceremony as a daily barrage of gunfire persists in downtown Port-au-Prince.

    


"No one out here is safe," said Josil Djaimeska, 33, as he waved his hand in reference to the sprawling public park known as Champ de Mars where he sat Tuesday morning near the palace.




Just steps from where he sat, a stray bullet struck Djaimeska late last week. The bullet is still in his calf, and he's hoping a doctor will operate on him soon.
Shortly after he spoke, a pop-pop-pop of gunfire erupted briefly nearby.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 2,500 people were killed or wounded across Haiti from January to March, a more than 50% increase compared with the same period last year, according to a recent U.N. report. Much of the violence is concentrated in Port-au-Prince.
In a speech Monday at the U.N. Security Council, Maria Isabel Salvador, the U.N. special envoy for Haiti, said the council's priorities should include a plan for near-term security.
"Gang leaders and other spoilers have stated their intention to violently disrupt the current political process," she said. "I cannot stress enough the need to assist Haiti with its efforts to reestablish security."

    


While gangs have long operated in Haiti, they now control 80% of Port-au-Prince, and the coordinated attacks launched starting Feb. 29 have paralyzed the capital and beyond. They have burned police stations and hospitals, opened fire on the main international airport that remains closed since early March and stormed Haiti's two biggest prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates.
"I am 63 years old and this is the first time I see something like this in Port-au-Prince," said Renoir Auxil, who now lives in an abandoned bathroom in the Champ de Mars park after gangs raided his neighborhood.
He said the ongoing violence should not deter Haiti from moving forward.
"Whatever the circumstance is, they have to swear in the council," he said.
The transitional council consists of nine members, seven of them with voting powers. Those awarded a seat are Petit Desalin, a party led by former senator and presidential candidate Jean-Charles Moise; EDE/RED, a party led by former Prime Minister Claude Joseph; the Montana Accord, a group of civil society leaders, political parties and others; Fanmi Lavalas, the party of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide; the Jan. 30 Collective, which represents parties including that of former President Michel Martelly, and the private sector.

    


As preparations to install the council continue, sporadic gunfire broke out several times near the National Palace on Tuesday.
It's a sound that hundreds of people who were forced to flee their homes and are now living in a makeshift shelter close to the palace have gotten used to. But they are still talking about the shooting that occurred Sunday. One of their own was hit in the back by a stray bullet in the yard of the shelter while buying spaghetti.
The man remains hospitalized and requires surgery, said Chesnel Joseph, 46, director of the shelter, which previously housed Haiti's Ministry of Communications.
Joseph once worked as a math teacher, but since nearly all schools in Port-au-Prince have closed as a result of the violence, he is now unemployed.

    


Regional officials told The Associated Press that swearing in the council at the National Palace is considered too risky and that they are urging members to choose a safer venue.
While the venue of the ceremony is still being debated, some Haitians like Marie-Andre Blain, 46, doubt it will be held at the palace.
"There is no security in this country. You just basically pray to God," she said. "If the higher ranks aren't safe, we ourselves aren't safe."
___
Associated Press reporter Bert Wilkinson in Georgetown, Guyana contributed.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    [image: Gov. Roy Cooper talks about what is in his budget adjustment bill during a press conference in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (Ethan Hyman/The News & Observer via AP)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- The North Carolina General Assembly returned Wednesday for its budget-adjustment session, receiving a spending plan from Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper that seeks to halt Republicans' premier policies in recent years on taxes and school choice -- proposals that GOP lawmakers are likely to ignore.
Barred by term limits from running for reelection, Cooper offered his last budget recommendation as governor before the House and Senate gaveled in their daily floor meetings at midday, the first time most legislators were together in Raleigh since October. That was when the GOP wrapped up a landmark session that restricted abortion, expanded gun rights and Medicaid and eliminated income limits on families who can receive scholarships for K-12 children to attend private schools. 
Cooper's budget would spend $3.6 billion more for the fiscal year starting July 1 than the $30.9 billion already slated for the two-year state budget enacted last fall. A new revenue forecast estimates that an additional $1.4 billion will be at the state government's disposal through mid-2025 than what was anticipated, giving elected officials funds to address other needs. 

    


The governor's budget seeks to halt the upcoming sharp expansion of the Opportunity Scholarship Program. Cooper said Republicans were "trying to choke the life out of public schools" through the program and tax policies, "then accuse them of failing while they gasp for breath."




Cooper also wants to keep the highest wage-earners from benefitting fully from upcoming individual tax cuts by forcing them to keep paying the current 4.5% rate on income above $200,000 for married couples filing jointly, for example. And he wants the corporate income tax to stay at 2.5%, instead of falling to 2.3% next year and reaching zero in 2030.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republicans "can choose desperately needed investments to educate our children and our workforce, along with tax cuts for the middle class and small businesses," Cooper said. "Or they can choose tax giveaways for corporations and the wealthy, and keep robbing taxpayer money from public schools to fund private-school vouchers. That's the billion-dollar choice."

    


The proposal now heads to lawmakers who will develop their own budget-adjustment bill, likely first the House and then the Senate. The two chambers then will work out a compromise to present to Cooper. 
With Republicans holding narrow veto-proof majorities in both chambers, they can override Cooper if they stay united. So there's less incentive to work with the governor.
GOP leaders have said they plan no significant changes to their already-enacted tax reduction plans, which they attribute to helping create a strong economy. 
Republicans also sound ready to locate more money for Opportunity Scholarships so that more qualified applicants this fall can receive funds that they say are helping more students succeed. A massive increase in applications means the program could need another $300 million, House Speaker Tim Moore has said.

    


Otherwise, Senate leader Phil Berger, a Rockingham County Republican, said Wednesday that he expected to consider budget adjustments that account for inflation and population growth. Cooper's proposal is nearly 12% higher than what the second-year of the enacted budget envisions.
Cooper's plan "is always to spend more, tax more," Berger told reporters. "I can just tell you that we do not intend to go down that path."
The tax and vouchers changes would also help retain more revenues to help with K-12, preschool and child care needs, Cooper said. His proposal would raise teacher pay on average by 8.5% with $1,500 bonuses for most instructors, compared with 2.8% average raises under the current budget. And he wants to spend $650 million in part to help child care centers threatened by closure with an upcoming loss of federal COVID-19 dollars and raise the state's portion to pay for government-funded pre-K. 
Still, Berger and Rep. Jason Saine, a senior budget-writer, said they anticipate that some of Cooper's spending proposals will get support from Republicans. 

    


"I think there's always room to meet somewhere in the middle," said Saine, a Lincoln County Republican. "We're certainly going to work hard to try to get something that that everyone can agree on and then get out of town." Lawmakers are looking to adjourn in the early summer ahead of fall elections when all 170 General Assembly seats are on the ballot. 
Other nonbudget legislation likely to advance during the session includes a House bill that would force sheriffs to assist federal agents in picking up jail inmates they believe are in the country illegally. The Senate also wants the House to consider its measure legalizing and regulating medical marijuana. 
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    [image: Democratic state Sen. James Maroney of Connecticut explains a far-reaching bill that attempts to regulate artificial intelligence during a debate in the state Senate in Hartford, Conn. on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. The bill marks one of the first major legislative proposals in the country to reign in bias in AI decision-making and protect people from harm. (AP Photo/Susan Haigh)]
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                                        HARTFORD (AP) -- The Connecticut Senate pressed ahead Wednesday with one of the first major legislative proposals in the U.S. to rein in bias in artificial intelligence decision-making and protect people from harm, including manufactured videos or deepfakes. 
The vote was held despite concerns the bill might stifle innovation, become a burden for small businesses and make the state an outlier.
The bill passed 24-12 after a lengthy debate. It is the result of two years of task force meetings in Connecticut and a year's worth of collaboration among a bipartisan group of legislators from other states who are trying to prevent a patchwork of laws across the country because Congress has yet to act.
"I think that this is a very important bill for the state of Connecticut. It's very important I think also for the country as a first step to get a bill like this," said Democratic Sen. James Maroney, the key author of the bill. "Even if it were not to come and get passed into law this year, we worked together as states."

    


Lawmakers from Connecticut, Colorado, Texas, Alaska, Georgia and Virginia who have been working together on the issue have found themselves in the middle of a national debate between civil rights-oriented groups and the industry over the core components of the legislation. Several of the legislators, including Maroney, participated in a news conference last week to emphasize the need for legislation and highlight how they have worked with industry, academia and advocates to create proposed regulations for safe and trustworthy AI.




But Senate Minority Leader Stephen Harding said he felt like Connecticut senators were being rushed to vote on the most complicated piece of legislation of the session, which is scheduled to adjourn May 8. The Republican said he feared the bill was "full of unintended consequences" that could prove detrimental to businesses and residents in the state.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think our constituents are owed more thought, more consideration to this before we push that button and say this is now going to become law," he said.

    


Besides pushback from Republican legislators, some key Democrats in Connecticut, including Gov. Ned Lamont, have voiced concern the bill may negatively impact an emerging industry. Lamont, a former cable TV entrepreneur, "remains concerned that this is a fast-moving space, and that we need to make sure we do this right and don't stymie innovation," his spokesperson Julia Bergman said in a statement.
Among other things, the bill includes protections for consumers, tenants and employees by attempting to target risks of AI discrimination based on race, age, religion, disability and other protected classes. Besides making it a crime to spread so-called deepfake pornography and deceptive AI-generated media in political campaigns, the bill requires digital watermarks on AI-generated images for transparency.
Additionally, certain AI users will be required to develop policies and programs to eliminate risks of AI discrimination.
The legislation also creates a new online AI Academy where Connecticut residents can take classes in AI and ensures AI training is part of state workforce development initiatives and other state training programs. There are some concerns the bill doesn't go far enough, with calls by advocates to restore a requirement that companies must disclose more information to consumers before they can use AI to make decisions about them.
The bill now awaits action in the House of Representatives. 
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    [image: FILE - The William McKinley Monument is silhouetted in front of the west side of the Ohio Statehouse, Monday, April 15, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. Republican legislative leaders in Ohio say they are negotiating with Democrats to assure President Joe Biden appears on the state's November ballot, but the exact shape of the solution remains murky. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Republican legislative leaders in Ohio say they are negotiating with Democrats to assure President Joe Biden appears on the state's November ballot, but the exact shape of the solution remains murky. 
GOP Ohio Senate President Matt Huffman told reporters Wednesday that productive discussions are under way between both legislative chambers and both political parties about how to fix the fact that the Democratic National Convention, where Biden is to be formally nominated, falls after Ohio's ballot deadline of Aug. 7. The convention will be held Aug. 19-22 in Chicago.
"Certainly, it's something that's going to happen. We need to take care of it," Huffman said, seeming to adjust his earlier stance that it was "a Democratic problem" that was up to the General Assembly's minority party to work out. He said the answer may be added to an existing bill or it could be contained in a stand-alone measure. 

    


On Tuesday, Republican House Speaker Jason Stephens expressed support for doing something to fix the problem with Ohio's deadline not just for this election cycle, but on a longer term basis. 




Since Ohio changed its certification deadline from 60 to 90 days ahead of its general election, state lawmakers have had to adjust the requirement twice, in 2012 and 2020, to accommodate candidates of both parties. Each change was only temporary.
Huffman said he also favors a more permanent solution.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Senate Democratic Leader Nickie Antonio continued to express confidence Wednesday that Biden will make Ohio's ballot, saying that "all options are being explored." 
"The discussion is there, and it will become reality when we see it," she said. Antonio said a proxy war between Huffman and Stephens for next session's speakership is "the elephant in the room" that may be causing delays. 
As Ohio nears the May 9 cutoff set by Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose, legislation meant to ensure Biden will appear on fall ballots in Alabama cleared the state's Senate Tuesday. The Alabama bill offers accommodations to the president like those made four years ago for then-President Donald Trump. 
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    [image: FILE - Registered nurse Sandra Younan sets up a new intravenous line for a patient under her care at Providence Cedars-Sinai Tarzana Medical Center in the Tarzana neighborhood of Los Angeles on March 11, 2021. A new rule in California aims to limit health care price increases to just 3% each year. The Health Care Affordability Board approved the rule on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. It sets a statewide cost growth target of 3% each year. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- Doctors, hospitals and health insurance companies in California will be limited to annual price increases of 3% starting in 2029 under a new rule state regulators approved Wednesday in the latest attempt to corral the ever-increasing costs of medical care in the United States.
The money Californians spent on health care went up about 5.4% each year for the past two decades. Democrats who control California's government say that's too much, especially since most people's income increased just 3% each year over that same time period.
The 3% cap, approved Wednesday by the Health Care Affordability Board, would be phased in over five years, starting with 3.5% in 2025. Board members said the cap likely won't be enforced until the end of the decade.
A new state agency, the Office of Health Care Affordability, will gather data to enforce the rule. Providers who don't comply could face fines.

    


"We want to be aggressive," board chair Dr. Mark Ghaly said, while acknowledging that the cap "really translates into a major challenge" for the health care industry.
The vote is just the start of the process. Regulators will later decide how the cost target will be applied across the state's various health care sectors. And enforcement will be progressive, with several chances for providers to avoid fines.




California's health care industry has supported the idea of a statewide cost target but argued a 3% cap is too low and will be nearly impossible to meet. In December, the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services said the cost to practice medicine in the United States would increase 4.6% this year alone.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The board based the target on the average annual change in median household income in California between 2002 and 2022, which was 3%. Dr. Tanya W. Spirtos, president of the California Medical Association that represents doctors, wrote a letter to the board noting that number is "artificially low" because it includes the years of the Great Recession, when income dropped dramatically. She said a better gauge would be looking at the past 10 years, when median household income increased an average of 4.1% per year.

    


Hospitals argue much of what they charge is outside of their control. More than half of hospitals' expenses are salaries for workers, and many of those are set through collective bargaining agreements with labor unions. Plus, a new state law that takes effect this year will gradually increase the minimum wage for health care workers to $25 per hour. 
More than half of California's 425 hospitals are losing money, and many rural facilities are in danger of closing -- prompting the state Legislature last year to approve an emergency loan program. 
Carmela Coyle, president and CEO of the California Hospital Association, said when it comes to hospital finances, "the fat is already gone." She said hospitals regularly perform complex procedures that save lives, including quadruple bypass surgeries.
"We're fooling ourselves if we think that's cheap or can be done less expensively," she said.

    


Health care spending in the United States has more than doubled in the past two decades, reaching $4.5 trillion in 2022, according to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. Eight other states have set statewide cost targets for their health care industries. What makes California's cap different, experts say, is both the staggering size of the state's health care industry and its plan to enforce the limit with fines.
Health providers could exceed the cap if they have a good reason, including giving raises to health care workers. Those issues have yet to be worked out and will be considered on a case by case basis.
California has greatly expanded access to health insurance in recent years, including using taxpayer money to provide deep discounts for some middle-income earners and offering free coverage to all low-income adults regardless of their immigration status. State lawmakers have resisted more ambitious actions, including a single-payer system. 

    


"Making quality health care affordable is a top priority for our administration," Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom said in a statement released by his office. "This action is a crucial first step forward in our efforts to reign in outrageous heath care costs and make health care more affordable."
Wednesday's vote was the state's first foray into tackling health care spending in California, which reached $405 billion in 2020, or $10,299 per person -- the 22nd highest in the nation. Still, costs have increased greatly for people who get health insurance through their job. In 2006, just 6% of California workers who had deductibles of $1,000 or more. By 2020, it was 54%. 
"We have a system right now that the incentives are not about getting the most cost efficient service," said Anthony Wright, executive director of Health Access California who advised the board on the new cost limit. "This is an attempt to try to have that incentive into a market that is more about getting bigger than about getting better." 
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    [image: State Rep. John Ragan, R-Oak Ridge, presents a bill to vacate the entire Tennessee State University board of trustees during a House session Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Tennessee's Republican-dominant House on Wednesday spiked legislation that would have banned local governments from paying to either study or dispense money for reparations for slavery.
The move marked a rare defeat on a GOP-backed proposal initially introduced nearly one year ago. It easily cleared the Republican-controlled Senate last April, but lawmakers eventually hit pause as the House became consumed with controversy over expelling two Black Democratic lawmakers for their participating in a pro-gun control protest from the House floor. That protest followed a deadly elementary school shooting in Nashville.
Interest in the reparations bill emerged again this year, just as lawmakers and GOP Gov. Bill Lee were in the process of finalizing the removal and replacement of every board member of the state's only publicly-funded historically Black public university, Tennessee State University. That sparked more outrage among critics who contend that Tennessee's white GOP state leaders have long refused to trust Black local leaders. 

    


As the TSU fallout increased, House members appeared hesitant to hold a potentially explosive debate over reparations. The bill was briefly debated on the House floor last week but support remained unclear. 




"The idea of studying reparations doesn't take anything from you," Democratic Rep. Larry Miller, who is Black and from Memphis, said during the short House debate. "What's inside of you to say, 'Look, we can't study our history. We can't even talk about our history, you can't even use your local tax dollars to study it.' That is so antiquated."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ultimately, House leaders waited until the final week of session to return to the measure. But as Republican Rep. John Ragan, the bill's sponsor, approached the front of the House to begin his opening remarks, another Republican requested that the body "table" his proposal -- a move that would effectively kill it for the year. 

    


Nearly 30 Republicans joined House Democrats in tabling the bill, including Republican House Speaker Cameron Sexton.
Ahead of the vote, Ragan maintained his bill was needed, arguing that reparations advocates want to "take money from our grandchildren's pockets as a judgement for someone else's great-great-grandfather's actions." 
"Is it right to say that the faults of a small percentage of long-past generations must be borne by all of today's Americans? No. It's never right to punish an innocent person for an act committed by another," Ragan said Wednesday. 
Under House rules, no other lawmakers were allowed to speak during the vote. 
"We decided move on, go accomplish some other stuff," Sexton later told reporters. "You can always come back."
Tennessee lawmakers began seriously considering banning the consideration of reparations only after the state's most populated county, which encompasses Memphis, announced it would spend $5 million to study the feasibility of reparations for the descendants of slaves and find "actionable items." 
The decision by Shelby County leaders was prompted by the fatal beating of Tyre Nichols by officers in January 2023. 

    


Yet the idea to ban reparations has been floated in other states. 
A Florida Republican lawmaker proposed a constitutional amendment this year that would have banned state or local governments from paying reparations, but the measure didn't pass. A Missouri Republican introduced a bill that would ban any state or local government entity from spending on reparations based on race, religion, gender identity, sexual orientation or economic class. It hasn't advanced to date.
Meanwhile, other states have willingly moved to study reparations, including California, New Jersey and Vermont. 
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    [image: FILE - The Torrance County Detention Facility is seen, Sept. 29, 2022, in Estancia, N.M. County commissioners in rural New Mexico extended authorization for a migrant detention facility Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in cooperation with federal authorities over objections by advocates for immigrant rights who allege inhumane conditions and due process violations at the privately operated Torrance County Detention Facility. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton, File)]
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- County commissioners in rural New Mexico extended authorization for a migrant detention facility Wednesday in cooperation with federal authorities over objections by advocates for immigrant rights who allege inhumane conditions and due process violations at the privately operated Torrance County Detention Facility.
The 3-0 vote by the Torrance County commission clears the way for a four-month extension through September of an agreement with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement for the detention of migrants at the facility.
At a public meeting, advocates renewed criticism that the facility has inadequate living conditions and provides limited access to legal counsel for asylum-seekers who cycle through. Critics of the detention center have urged federal immigration authorities to end their contract with a private detention operator, while unsuccessfully calling on state lawmakers to ban local government contracts for migrant detention.

    


The ACLU announced Tuesday that it had uncovered documents from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement that show a 23-year-old Brazilian migrant didn't receive adequate mental health care prior to his suicide in August 2022 at the Torrance County Detention Facility after being denied asylum. Contacted by email Wednesday, ICE representatives had no immediate response to the allegations by the ACLU.




The ACLU urged federal authorities reconsider its contract the Torrance County facility based on a "mortality review" by ICE's health services corps of circumstances leading up to the death of Kelsey Vial during the migrant's monthslong detention. The document describes Vial's symptoms and treatment for depression while awaiting removal to Brazil and concludes that detention center staff "did not provide Mr. Vial's health care within the safe limits of practice."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

County Commissioner Sam Schropp said events described by the ACLU took place nearly two years ago and don't reflect current conditions at the facility that he has witnessed during his own unannounced visits. He described numerous accounts of desperation among migrants related to food, water and health care access within the facility as "hearsay."

    


"The accounts which you attribute to the federal government will not be changed by closing of (the Torrance County Detention Facility). Those detainees will be moved to another facility and there will be no one like me appearing," Schropp said.
The ACLU's Mike Zamore petitioned a top ICE official to conduct a new review of the detention center before extending the contract beyond May.
"While this review continues, ICE should let the contract for Torrance expire," wrote Zamore, national director of policy and government affairs for the ACLU. "From a good governance perspective, it makes no sense to renew a contract for operations that have repeatedly resulted in dangerous conditions and chronic violation of federal standards."
The detention center at Estancia can accommodate at least 505 adult male migrants at any time, though actual populations fluctuate.

    


Torrance County Manager Janice Barela said federal authorities proposed terms of the four-month extension of the services agreement for immigrant detention. County government separately contracts for jail space unrelated to immigration at the detention center, which is the county's largest payer of property taxes.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/new-mexico-migrant-detention-facility-extension-032e5695f94490e6a2ff9b06b2cfc8da
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                    In Gaza's Khan Younis city, dozens of displaced people are living in the packed corridors of the European hospital, where health workers struggle to assist the sick and injured. The families cook, sleep and wash clothes inside the hospital. Meanwhile, footage shows a new compound of tents being built near the city. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Dozens live in packed corridors of European hospital in Gaza's Khan Younis

        
        
            In Gaza's Khan Younis city, dozens of displaced people are living in the packed corridors of the European hospital, where health workers struggle to assist the sick and injured. The families cook, sleep and wash clothes inside the hospital. Meanwhile, footage shows a new compound of tents being built near the city. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Dozens live in packed corridors of European hospital in Gaza's Khan Younis
In Gaza's Khan Younis city, dozens of displaced people are living in the packed corridors of the European hospital, where health workers struggle to assist the sick and injured. The families cook, sleep and wash clothes inside the hospital. Meanwhile, footage shows a new compound of tents being built near the city. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                0:51

            
        

    
    
        
            Israeli airstrike on the city of Rafah kills at least three people overnight

        
        
            An Israeli airstrike late Tuesday hit a house in Gaza's southernmost city of Rafah, killing at least three people, according to hospital authorities. The dead included two brothers. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Israeli airstrike on the city of Rafah kills at least three people overnight
An Israeli airstrike late Tuesday hit a house in Gaza's southernmost city of Rafah, killing at least three people, according to hospital authorities. The dead included two brothers. (AP video by Mohammad Jahjouh)
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            Netanyahu condemns U.S. pro-Palestinian college protests

        
        
            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has lashed out at pro-Palestinian demonstrations on US college campuses, calling them antisemitic and comparing them to the lead-up to the Holocaust.
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has lashed out at pro-Palestinian demonstrations on US college campuses, calling them antisemitic and comparing them to the lead-up to the Holocaust.
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    [image: Friends and supporters of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, protest outside of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's residence to demand a deal for the immediate release of all hostages, after Hamas released a video of Goldberg-Polin, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Supporters of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, protest outside of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's residence to demand a deal for the immediate release of all hostages, after Hamas released a video of Goldberg-Polin, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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[image: Protesters shout slogans during a pro-Palestinian demonstration demanding a permanent cease-fire in Gaza, near the home of Sen. Chuck Schumer in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Tuesday, April 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)]
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[image: A University of Southern California protester is detained by USC Department of Public Safety officers during a pro-Palestinian occupation at the campus' Alumni Park on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell speaks during a debate on Iran's strike against Israel Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)]
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European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell speaks during a debate on Iran's strike against Israel Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Strasbourg, eastern France. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks before signing a $95 billion Ukraine aid package that also includes support for Israel, Taiwan, and other allies, in the State Dining Room of the White House, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: FILE - U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk, speaks during a news conference in Baghdad, Iraq, Aug. 9, 2023. The United Nations is calling for "a clear, transparent and credible investigation" of mass graves uncovered at two major hospitals in war-torn Gaza that were raided by Israeli troops. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)]
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[image: Israeli Border Police scuffle with a supporter of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, during a protest near Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's official residence to demand a deal for the immediate release of all hostages, after Hamas released a video of Goldberg-Polin, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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Israeli Border Police scuffle with a supporter of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, during a protest near Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's official residence to demand a deal for the immediate release of all hostages, after Hamas released a video of Goldberg-Polin, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Police restrain a supporter of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, during a protest outside of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's residence to demand a deal for the immediate release of all hostages, after Hamas released a video of Goldberg-Polin, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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Police restrain a supporter of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, during a protest outside of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's residence to demand a deal for the immediate release of all hostages, after Hamas released a video of Goldberg-Polin, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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[image: Friends and supporters of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, protest outside of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's residence to demand a deal for the immediate release of all hostages, after Hamas released a video of Goldberg-Polin, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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Friends and supporters of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who was kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, protest outside of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's residence to demand a deal for the immediate release of all hostages, after Hamas released a video of Goldberg-Polin, in Jerusalem, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                        Germany said Wednesday that it plans to follow several other countries in resuming cooperation with the U.N. relief agency for Palestinians in Gaza after the publication of an independent review of its neutrality.
The head of the Arab League hailed the report, saying it showed that Israel's allegations were baseless and part of a "systematic campaign" meant to end the mandate of the agency.
The Israeli Foreign Ministry called Germany's decision "regrettable and disappointing." Israel says that hundreds of UNRWA workers are members of Palestinian militant groups, and claims the report understated the problem. Its allegations led to the suspension of contributions to UNRWA by the United States and more than a dozen other countries. 
Also Wednesday, the Israeli military said it is redeploying two reserve brigades from its northern border to Gaza for "defensive and tactical missions," as it prepares for an offensive in Rafah, which Israel describes as Hamas' last stronghold in the territory.





    


More than half of the territory's population of 2.3 million have sought refuge in Rafah.
U.S. President Joe Biden signed into law on Wednesday a $95 billion war aid measure that includes around $9 billion in humanitarian assistance for Gaza, which experts say is on the brink of famine, as well as billions for Israel. 
The Israel-Hamas war was sparked by the unprecedented Oct. 7 raid into southern Israel in which militants killed around 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 hostages. Israel says the militants are still holding around 100 hostages and the remains of more than 30 others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The war has killed more than 34,000 Palestinians, according to local health officials, around two-thirds of them children and women. 
Currently:
-- A blast near a ship off Yemen may mark a new attack by Houthi rebels after a recent lull
-- Hamas releases video showing well-known Israeli-American hostage

    


-- Biden signs a $95 billion war aid measure with assistance for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan
-- Police tangle with students in Texas and California as wave of campus protest against Gaza war grows
-- Nepal asks visiting Qatari emir to help free Nepali student held hostage by Hamas
Here is the latest:
UN OFFICIAL SAYS ISRAEL IS WORKING TO IMPROVE AID DELIVERY TO GAZA
UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N.'s top humanitarian official for Gaza says Israel has taken steps to improve the delivery of aid to Gaza but further urgent measures are needed to increase the volume of food and other critical items needed in the territory that faces looming famine.
Sigrid Kaag, the U.N. senior humanitarian and reconstruction coordinator for Gaza, told the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday that "a paradigm shift is needed to continue to meet the immense needs of the civilian population in a safe and secure manner."
She said this requires further scaling up "in the quality and quantity of assistance," irreversible steps to enable the safe and unhindered delivery of aid in Gaza, and "timely preparations" for projects to start early recovery of Gaza.
Kaag said she and her team have worked to launch a new streamlined land corridor from Jordan and to maximize access for humanitarian cargo from Egypt through the Rafah and Kerem Shalom crossings.

    


She said a "U.N. mechanism" to accelerate the provision of aid to Gaza that the Security Council called for in a December resolution will start operating "in the coming days," initially by land from Jordan and by sea from Cyprus.
She added that "a database and notification system will go online for all cargo destined for Gaza along supply routes."
Kaag said her team has "very constructive cooperation" with Israel, which she said has taken a number of steps since April 5.
She said that includes increasing the volume of aid crossing into Gaza, temporarily opening the Erez crossing and opening the port of Ashdod for humanitarian goods, increasing the number of trucks entering from Jordan and preparing other crossings to northern Gaza where acute hunger and looming famine are worst. She also cited the resumption of some bakery operations in central and northern Gaza and the repair of the water pipeline to northern Gaza.

    


But Kaag said other measures need urgent implementation, including improvement in checkpoint procedures and clearing humanitarian convoys as well as repairing roads and approving additional communication equipment, armored vehicles and spare parts for critical equipment.
"Agreement on medical and casualty evacuation is equally urgent," she said, and improved communications between aid workers and Israeli military decisionmakers and "effective and credible deconfliction "is vital for all humanitarian actors on the ground."
NETANYAHU CALLS US COLLEGE PROTESTS ANTISEMITIC
JERUSALEM -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has lashed out at pro-Palestinian demonstrations on American college campuses, calling them antisemitic and comparing them to the lead-up to the Holocaust.

    


In a video statement released Wednesday, Netanyahu said that "antisemitic mobs have taken over leading universities" where "they call for the annihilation of Israel."
"This is reminiscent of what happened in German universities in the 1930s," he said. "It's unconscionable."
He called on state, local and federal officials to intervene.
Groups organizing the protests deny allegations of antisemitism, saying the demonstrations are directed at Israel and its actions in Gaza.
Students demanding schools cut financial ties to Israel and divest from companies enabling its monthslong conflict, which was sparked by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack in southern Israel. Dozens have been arrested on charges of trespassing or disorderly conduct. 
Some Jewish students are taking part in the protests, while others say the demonstrations have veered into antisemitism and made them afraid to set foot on campus.
BIDEN URGES ISRAEL TO ENSURE AID REACHES GAZA
WASHINGTON -- U.S. President Joe Biden on Wednesday called on Israel to ensure that just-approved humanitarian assistance reaches Gaza "without delay."
Biden had just signed a sweeping war aid package that includes $26 billion in assistance to Israel and humanitarian relief for the Gaza Strip. In remarks from the White House, Biden said the bill "significantly, significantly" increases humanitarian aid to the territory and that he's been working "intently for months" to make that possible.
"Israel must make sure all this aid reaches the Palestinians in Gaza, without delay," Biden said. 
HAMAS RELEASES VIDEO OF HOSTAGE HERSH GOLDBERG-POLIN
JERUSALEM -- Hamas has released a recorded video of a renowned Israeli American hostage.
The video was the first sign of life of Hersh Goldberg-Polin since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel. It's not clear when the video was taken.
In it, Goldberg-Polin accused Israel's government of abandoning the people who are being held hostage by Hamas. He also claimed that some 70 captives have been killed in Israel's bombing campaign. Goldberg-Polin was clearly speaking under duress, and the claim could not be independently verified.
Goldberg-Polin, 23, was at the Tribe of Nova music festival when Hamas launched its attack from nearby Gaza. In the video, Goldberg-Polin is missing part of his left arm.
Witnesses said he lost it when attackers tossed grenades into a shelter where people had taken refuge. He tied a tourniquet around it before being bundled into the truck.
Though there was no date on the video, Goldberg-Polin appeared to reference the weeklong Jewish holiday of Passover. Passover began Monday.
His family said it gave permission for the video to be published after Hamas released it.
"This distressing video serves as an urgent call to take swift and decisive action to resolve this horrific humanitarian crisis and ensure the safe return of our loved ones," the family said in a statement released by a forum for hostages' relatives.
Hostages' families have accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government of not doing enough to secure the release of their relatives.
Goldberg-Polin is one of the most recognized captives. Posters with his image are pinned up across Israel. His mother, Rachel Goldberg, has met with world leaders and addressed the United Nations.
HALF OF HEZBOLLAH COMMANDERS IN SOUTH LEBANON 'ELIMINATED,' ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER SAYS
JERUSALEM -- Israel's defense minister said Wednesday that half of Hezbollah's commanders in southern Lebanon "have been eliminated" and the others are in hiding.
Yoav Gallant spoke during a visit to the Israeli military's Northern Command, which has been spearheading the low-intensity conflict with the Lebanese militant group that erupted after the start of the Gaza war.
"The operational results are very impressive," he said. "We caused half of them to die, and half of them to hide and abandon southern Lebanon."
He did not provide any evidence, and there was no way to independently verify those claims. A Hezbollah spokesperson declined to comment.
Hezbollah began launching attacks along the border shortly after Hamas' Oct. 7 assault triggered the Gaza war. The two militant groups are close allies backed by Iran.
The fighting has grown in intensity in recent months, with Israel carrying out a number of strikes that have killed senior Hezbollah operatives as the militants launch barrages of rockets and drones into northern Israel. Tens of thousands of people have been displaced from communities on both sides of the border. Israel has insisted they must return, and neither side has ruled out a wider war.
GAZA HEALTH OFFICIALS PROVIDE NEW DEATH TOLL IN DAILY REPORT
CAIRO -- The Gaza Health Ministry said Wednesday the bodies of 79 people killed in Israeli strikes have been brought to local hospitals over the past 24 hours. Hospitals also received 86 wounded people, it said in its daily report.
That brings the overall Palestinian death toll from the Israel-Hamas war to at least 34,262, the ministry said. Another 77,229 have been injured, it said.
The Health Ministry doesn't distinguish between fighters and civilians in its tallies, but has said that women and children make up around two thirds of those killed.
The Israeli military says it has killed some 12,000 militants, without providing evidence to back up the claim.
ATTACK TARGETS SHIP NEAR BAB EL-MANDEB STRAIT
JERUSALEM -- A suspected attack targeted a ship off Djibouti near the crucial Bab el-Mandeb Strait, authorities said Wednesday.
It wasn't immediately clear who carried out the attack, though Yemen's Houthi rebels have launched dozens of assaults on shipping since November over Israel's war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
The British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center reported the attack. The private security firm Ambrey did as well.
The attack happened near the Bab el-Mandeb, which separates the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, as well as East Africa from the Arabian Peninsula.
ISRAEL CARRIES OUT AIRSTRIKES ON BORDER AREAS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON
BEIRUT -- Israel's air force carried out a series of airstrikes on border areas in southern Lebanon Wednesday hours after Lebanon's militant Hezbollah said it fired dozens of rockets in retaliation for strikes a day earlier that killed two civilians.
Hezbollah's Al-Manar TV reported as many as 14 airstrikes Wednesday on the outskirts of the border villages of Aita al-Shaab and Ramia.
Israel's military spokesman said they are striking at Hezbollah targets in south Lebanon, adding that details will follow later.
Hezbollah earlier said that it fired dozens of rockets at the northern Israeli village of Shomera in retaliation for an airstrike the day before that killed a woman and a 10-year-old girl and also wounded six people.
Hezbollah also said that it fired two missiles at a building in the northern Israeli village of Avivim saying Israeli troops were taking positions inside it.
Hezbollah started attacking Israeli military posts along the border on Oct. 8, a day after the militant Palestinian group Hamas carried out its attack on southern Israel killing 1,200 people and taking 250 hostages triggering the ongoing war.
Since then more than 350 people have been killed in Lebanon including over 260 Hezbollah members and about 50 civilians. The exchange has killed at least 12 soldiers and nine civilians in Israel.
EGYPT ARRESTS ACTIVISTS AT PRO-PALESTINIAN PROTEST
CAIRO -- Egyptian authorities have arrested around two dozen activists who held a protest outside a U.N. facility in Cairo in solidarity with Palestinians in war-torn Gaza, a rights lawyer said Wednesday.
Lawyer Khaled Ali said at least 18 activists, mostly women, were arrested Tuesday when police forces broke up the protest outside the regional office of the U.N. women's agency in Cairo's district of Maadi.
Later Wednesday, prosecutors ordered the release of everyone who was detained, said Khaled el-Balshy, head of the Journalists' Union.
There was no comment from the government.
The protesters called for the protection of women in Gaza amid Israel's monthslong war on Hamas. They were also voicing solidarity for civilians in Sudan, which has been plunged into a destructive war between rival generals since April last year.
Among those detained were prominent rights lawyers Mahinour el-Masry and Ragia Omran, and activists Rasha Azab and Iman Ouf, Ali said. A couple of bystanders were also detained when police forces dispersed the protest, he added.
Though Egypt's government has condemned Israel's campaign in Gaza, it has largely banned public protests against the war. Criticism of the country's ties with Israel, with which it signed a peace accord in 1979, is highly sensitive.
Earlier this month, security forces arrested 10 activists who participated in a pro-Palestinian protest. They were later released.
ISRAELI MILITARY SAYS IT SHOT WOMAN WHO RAN AT SOLDIERS WITH A KNIFE
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says its forces shot dead a Palestinian woman after she allegedly ran toward Israeli soldiers with a knife in the southern West Bank on Wednesday.
The military said it took place at Okfim junction near the Palestinian city of Hebron. No soldiers were injured.
Palestinian authorities identified the slain woman as 20-year-old Maimuna Harahsheh.
Violence has surged in the West Bank since the Israel-Hamas war broke out on Oct. 7., when Hamas militants from Gaza broke into southern Israel, killing 1,200 people.
Rights groups and Palestinians say Israeli forces use excessive force against Palestinian suspects, a problem they say has worsened since the Israel-Hamas conflict erupted.
Since October, at least 487 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire in the West Bank, the Ramallah-based Health Ministry says.
Many Palestinians have been shot dead in armed clashes, some in attempted stabbing attacks, and others for throwing stones at troops. Several appear to have been shot dead while posing no apparent threat.
ARAB LEAGUE WELCOMES REPORT ON UNRWA NEUTRALITY
CAIRO -- The head of the Arab League on Wednesday hailed the conclusion of an independent review of the neutrality of the U.N. relief agency for Palestinians.
Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul Gheit said the wide-ranging 48-page report by the independent panel showed that Israel's allegations were baseless and part of a "systematic campaign" meant to end the mandate of the agency, known as UNRWA.
The report, which was released earlier this week, found that Israel had never expressed concern about anyone on the staff lists it has received annually since 2011. 
It said UNRWA has "robust" procedures to uphold the U.N. principle of neutrality, but it cited serious gaps in implementation.
Israel says that hundreds of UNRWA workers are members of Palestinian militant groups. Its allegations led to the suspension of contributions to UNRWA by the United States and more than a dozen other countries, but some have resumed contributions. Israel says the report ignored the severity of the problem.
In a statement, Aboul Gheit urged all countries that suspended funding to resume financial assistance for UNRWA, which helps 6 million Palestinians. He said a review of these countries' position is a "humanitarian necessity and a moral duty," specifically urged UNRWA's largest donor, the U.S., to reconsider.
ISRAEL SENDS 2 BRIGADES TO GAZA AS IT PREPARES FOR RAFAH OFFENSIVE
TEL AVIV, Israel -- The Israeli military said it is deploying two reserve brigades for missions in the Gaza Strip.
Wednesday's announcement came as Israel prepared for a ground invasion of Rafah, the southern Gaza city that Israel says is Hamas' last major stronghold.
More than half of Gaza's population of 2.3 million is sheltering in the city, and an offensive there has raised international concern over the potential harm to civilians. Israel has been gradually reducing the number of troops it has in the territory, but officials have said that was with the aim of regrouping as the army prepares to move into Rafah.
Israel considers an invasion there necessary to meet its war aim of destroying Hamas' military and governing capabilities.
In a statement Wednesday, the Israeli military said the brigades would be involved in "defensive and tactical missions" in Gaza, without elaborating. It said the soldiers have been studying the main lessons from the fighting in Gaza ahead of their deployment. 
The military said the brigades had previously been operating along Israel's northern border, where the militant group Hezbollah and Israeli forces have been exchanging fire throughout the war in Gaza.
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Another Republican candidate has jumped into the Massachusetts U.S. Senate race. 
Ian Cain on Wednesday formally launched his campaign. He's the second Republican to take on incumbent Democratic U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren as she runs for her third term.
Cain has served as Quincy's first city councilor who is Black and out as gay. He is also the founder of a startup that is a blockchain technology incubator. He has taken aim at Warren, saying she is working for herself instead of the people of Massachusetts.
"What's worse is that she's incapable of delivering real results because she's so bogged down in extreme partisanship," Cain said in a campaign video. Cain said he grew up in Quincy.
The 41-year-old said he is running to "usher in the next generation of leadership, where leaders focus on embracing the innovation economy and the new digital world."

    


Republican John Deaton, a former U.S. Marine and cryptocurrency attorney, is also challenging Warren.
Deaton, who was born in Detroit and recently moved to Massachusetts, has highlighting his hardscrabble upbringing, his years in the Marines serving as a judge advocate at Marine Corps Air Station in Yuma, Arizona; and his career as a lawyer in part representing victims of mesothelioma.




Deaton, 56, has cast himself as a fighter for the working and middle classes. 
Both Republicans face a steep climb against Warren, 74, a former Harvard law professor who has twice won a Senate seat, and came in third in Massachusetts in her 2020 bid for president.
Warren currently has more than $4 million in her campaign account.
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                                        HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) -- Connecticut's first-in-the-nation paid sick leave law from 2011 moved closer Wednesday to being updated, requiring all employers, down to those with a single worker, to provide their employees with time off by 2027.
Cheers were heard from the House of Representatives gallery after lawmakers voted 88-61 in favor of legislation that attempts to provide guaranteed time off to people left out of the old law, including many low-wage and part-time workers across the state. The bill is expected to clear the Senate in the coming days. 
Both chambers are controlled by Democrats.
While Republicans argued the bill will be a burden for small businesses, proponents said the proposed expansion is common sense, especially after the COVID-19 pandemic.
"We've experienced quite a culture change since 2011, and that's especially true even more since we experienced the pandemic," said Democratic House Majority Leader Jason Rojas, who said people no longer want themselves or a coworker to go into work sick. "People shouldn't have to choose between being sick, making other people sick, and losing out on compensation."

    


If the bill is ultimately signed by Democratic Gov. Ned Lamont, as expected, Connecticut will join Washington, D.C., Arizona, California, Illinois, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, Vermont and Washington in requiring paid sick leave for any business with one or more employees. 




Republican House Minority Leader Vincent Candelora said that would be a mistake. He and other GOP lawmakers argued the bill will create a financial and bureaucratic hardship for small business owners and break the state's recent cycle of economic growth.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Connecticut's current paid sick law generally requires certain employers with at least 50 employees to provide up to 40 hours of paid sick leave annually to "service workers" in certain specified occupations. This bill applies to all employees and affects employers with 25 or more workers beginning Jan. 1, 2025; 11 or more workers beginning Jan. 1, 2026; and one or more workers beginning Jan. 1, 2027. 

    


An employee would accrue one hour of paid sick leave for each 30 hours worked, for a maximum of 40 hours of paid leave per year. 
"We are now taking a giant leap and going to have a broad-brush impact every business throughout the entire state of Connecticut -- and I don't think people here appreciate or understand how it's going to affect them," Candelora said.
The bill, the result of months of negotiations to ultimately get a proposal that could clear the House, was also criticized for being too lenient and not requiring workers to provide their employer with a doctor's note.
"This could be for somebody to take a day off and go to the beach," said Republican Rep. Steve Weir of Hebron. "Let's be honest. This not sick leave. It provides an unfunded mandate on our employers."
Lamont, a Democrat and former businessman, said he believes the bill strikes an appropriate balance between protecting the workforce and providing safeguards so the benefit is not misused and small business owners are protected. 

    


"Especially considering what we learned during the recent outbreak of a viral pandemic, it's appropriate that we take a look at our existing paid sick days laws and evaluate how they are working and how we can strengthen them," Lamont said in a statement. 
Lamont said he will sign the bill once it passes the Senate. 
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                                        Some public school teachers in Tennessee could gain new powers to carry concealed guns into the classroom, a year after a deadly school shooting in the state's capital city stirred impassioned debate about the best ways to curb such violence. 
The Republican-led Legislature in Tennessee gave final approval to the legislation Tuesday, just days after Republican governors in Iowa and Nebraska signed laws that also expand the potential for armed personnel in schools. 
Tennessee lawmakers followed that up with more gun-rights measures Wednesday, giving final approval to bills letting retired law officers bring guns into schools and prohibiting local extreme-risk-protection ordinances that allow guns to be removed from people judged to pose a threat to themselves or others. 
Both bills head next to Republican Gov. Bill Lee, who pushed unsuccessfully last year for a statewide measure that would allow some version of extreme risk protection orders.

    


The legislative action highlights a national divide on public safety and gun policies, coming as Democratic-led legislatures in Colorado, Maine and Vermont all took steps toward imposing greater firearm restrictions. 




Legislatures in about 20 states already have passed measures this year to expand gun rights or restrict access to firearms. Dozens more proposals are pending. The measures continue a trend from last year, when more than half the states enacted firearms legislation, with Democrats generally favoring more limits and Republicans more freedoms for gun owners.
GUNS IN TENNESSEE

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A little over a year ago, a shooter opened fire at a private Christian elementary school in Nashville, killing three children and three adults before police killed him.
Tensions ran high as lawmakers debated a response, peaking as the Republican majority expelled two Black Democratic House members last year for their role in a protest supporting gun control. Both lawmakers were subsequently reinstated.

    


Protests also broke out Tuesday after lawmakers passed the latest school gun legislation. 
A previous Tennessee law already allowed some private school teachers and staff to carry guns.
The new measure would expand that to public schools with several conditions. Teachers and staff would first have to obtain a permit to carry a handgun, which requires passing a background check, getting mental health clearance and completing 40 hours of training in basic school policing. They also would need written authorization from the school's principal and local law enforcement. And they wouldn't be able to take guns into school events at stadiums, gymnasiums or auditoriums.
The legislation was one of several pro-gun bills passed this year in Tennessee. 
On Monday, Lee signed a bill expanding the private school gun provisions to preschools. On Tuesday, Lee signed legislation requiring schools to provide age-appropriate instruction on firearm safety. And he signed legislation Tuesday prohibiting financial institutions from requiring special tracking codes for retail firearm sales. 

    


GUNS IN SCHOOLS
About half of the U.S. states allow teachers or other school employees with concealed carry permits to bring guns onto school property, according to the Giffords Law Center, a gun control advocacy group.
About a half-dozen states have passed measures this year that could expand the ability of some people to bring guns into schools. 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, a Republican, signed legislation last Friday that creates new protections for teachers who carry guns in schools. A 2021 state law already allowed schools to authorize individuals to carry firearms, but some districts have been reluctant to embrace that because of concerns about insurance coverage.
The new Iowa law allows teachers and staff who undergo gun safety training to get a professional permit to carry guns in schools. If they do, they would be protected from criminal and civil liability for use of reasonable force. The law comes three months after a 17-year-old student opened fire at a school in Perry, Iowa, killing a a school principal and sixth-grade student and wounding several other people. 

    


Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen, a Republican, signed legislation last Thursday that would authorize security staff in the state's smallest school districts to carry guns. The law was pared back from an initial proposal that would have applied to all schools. 
Republican-led legislatures in Kentucky, South Dakota and Utah also passed measures this year that could expand the ability of some people to bring guns into schools. A bill passed in Wyoming allots $480,000 to reimburse schools for the cost of training employees to carry guns on school property.
GUN CONTROL MEASURES
Contrary to the Republican-backed measures, lawmakers in various Democratic-led states have been forging ahead this year with measures to impose greater restrictions on guns. 
After an Army reservist killed 18 people and wounded 13 others in Lewiston last year, Democratic Maine Gov. Janet Mills called for a variety of new laws aimed at preventing dangerous people from possessing guns. 

    


The Democratic-led Legislature last week approved measures that would impose a 72-hour waiting period for gun purchases and expand background checks on private gun sales. It also passed legislation to ban devices that convert semi-automatic firearms into rapid-firing weapons like machine guns, and enhance an existing law that allows judges to temporarily remove guns from people during a mental health crisis.
The Vermont House on Wednesday approved a bill that cracks down on the possession and transfer of so-called ghost guns, which are hard-to-trace firearms and their components that lack serial numbers and are increasingly being used in crimes. The amended legislation now goes back to the state Senate for consideration.
Supporters say it's critical for Vermont to require background checks and serial numbers on these often privately made firearms to keep guns out of the hands of people prohibited from having them and as the U.S. Supreme Court takes up the legal fight over ghost guns.
Colorado's Democratic-led Legislature is considering numerous gun-control proposals. Among several that recently passed the House, one would require gun dealers to get state permits and another would ask voters to impose a 9% tax on the sale of guns and ammunition. 
___
Associated Press writers Jonathan Mattise in Nashville, Tennessee, and Lisa Rathke in Marshfield, Vermont, contributed to this report.
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    [image: Gordana Siljanovska Davkova, presidential candidate backed by the opposition conservative VMRO-DPMNE party, exits the booth before casting her ballot for the presidential election at a polling station, in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. People are lining up at pools to cast their votes in a peaceful atmosphere, hoping that the next president will be able to bring the country into the European Union. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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[image: Stevo Pendarovski, incumbent President and a presidential candidate backed by the ruling social democrats (SDSM), talks to media outside a polling station after voting in the presidential election in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. People are lining up at pools to cast their votes in a peaceful atmosphere, hoping that the next president will be able to bring the country into the European Union. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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[image: An elderly man comes from voting booth to cast his ballot for the presidential election at a polling station in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. People are lining up at pools to cast their votes in a peaceful atmosphere, hoping that the next president will be able to bring the country into the European Union. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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[image: Hristijan Mickoski, center left, the leader of the opposition conservative VMRO-DPMNE party, raises his fist next to their presidential candidate Gordana Siljanovska Davkova, center right, during a news conference, after winning in the first round of the presidential election, in Skopje, North Macedonia, late Wednesday, April 24, 2024. Siljanovska Davkova has a big lead ahead of Stevo Pendarovski, the candidate of the Social Democrats and they both will face each other in the second round of the presidential election that will coincide with the general election on May 8. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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[image: A woman casts her ballot for the presidential elections at a polling station in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. People are lining up at pools to cast their votes in a peaceful atmosphere, hoping that the next president will be able to bring the country into the European Union. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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[image: Gordana Siljanovska Davkova, presidential candidate backed by the opposition conservative VMRO-DPMNE party, holds a news conference after winning in the first round of the presidential election, in Skopje, North Macedonia, late Wednesday, April 24, 2024. Siljanovska Davkova has a big lead ahead of Stevo Pendarovski, the candidate of the Social Democrats and they both will face each other in the second round of the presidential election that will coincide with the general election on May 8. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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[image: Stevo Pendarovski, incumbent President and a presidential candidate backed by the ruling social democrats (SDSM), talks to media outside a polling station after voting in the presidential election in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. People are lining up at pools to cast their votes in a peaceful atmosphere, hoping that the next president will be able to bring the country into the European Union. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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[image: A woman casts her ballot for the presidential elections at a polling station in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. People are lining up at pools to cast their votes in a peaceful atmosphere, hoping that the next president will be able to bring the country into the European Union. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | A woman casts her ballot for the presidential elections at a polling station in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. People are lining up at pools to cast their votes in a peaceful atmosphere, hoping that the next president will be able to bring the country into the European Union. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9
A woman casts her ballot for the presidential elections at a polling station in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. People are lining up at pools to cast their votes in a peaceful atmosphere, hoping that the next president will be able to bring the country into the European Union. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gordana Siljanovska Davkova, presidential candidate backed by the opposition conservative VMRO-DPMNE party, holds a news conference after winning in the first round of the presidential election, in Skopje, North Macedonia, late Wednesday, April 24, 2024. Siljanovska Davkova has a big lead ahead of Stevo Pendarovski, the candidate of the Social Democrats and they both will face each other in the second round of the presidential election that will coincide with the general election on May 8. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | Gordana Siljanovska Davkova, presidential candidate backed by the opposition conservative VMRO-DPMNE party, holds a news conference after winning in the first round of the presidential election, in Skopje, North Macedonia, late Wednesday, April 24, 2024. Siljanovska Davkova has a big lead ahead of Stevo Pendarovski, the candidate of the Social Democrats and they both will face each other in the second round of the presidential election that will coincide with the general election on May 8. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 9
Gordana Siljanovska Davkova, presidential candidate backed by the opposition conservative VMRO-DPMNE party, holds a news conference after winning in the first round of the presidential election, in Skopje, North Macedonia, late Wednesday, April 24, 2024. Siljanovska Davkova has a big lead ahead of Stevo Pendarovski, the candidate of the Social Democrats and they both will face each other in the second round of the presidential election that will coincide with the general election on May 8. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman looks for her polling place at a polling station to vote for the presidential election, in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. Around 1.8 million registered voters can cast ballots on Wednesday for one of the seven candidates who are competing for the largely ceremonial president's post in the first round of elections in North Macedonia. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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                                        SKOPJE, North Macedonia (AP) -- North Macedonia will head to a presidential runoff after no candidate secured enough votes to win outright in Wednesday's first round of balloting held as the country seeks to enter into the European Union.
The second round of voting on May 8 will coincide with parliamentary elections. Near-full results from Wednesday's vote showed a strong shift in favor of the candidate backed by the center-right main opposition coalition, VMRO-DPMNE.
With about 92% of the votes counted, Gordana Siljanovska Davkova was well ahead with just under 40%. Incumbent President Stevo Pendarovski, who is seeking a second five-year term with support from the country's governing social democrats, was second with nearly 20%, according to the State Electoral Commission. 
Pendarovski was followed by a government-allied candidate from the ethnic Albanian minority, Foreign Minister Bujar Osmani, with 13.6%. Turnout was 49.75%.

    


To win outright, a candidate needed to win support from more than 50% of registered voters. So Siljanovska Davkova and Pendarovski will meet in the presidential runoff.


Hopes are high in North Macedonia that the president will oversee long-anticipated entry into the EU. 
The small Balkan country has orbited the 27-nation bloc for nearly two decades with little to show for its efforts.
Addressing dozens of celebrating VMRO-DPMNE supporters outside the party headquarters in central Skopje late Wednesday, Siljanovska Davkova insisted on her pro-EU credentials.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is the beginning of a new era, this must be a new course, I should call it the European course," she said. "Let us prove that we have always (belonged to) Europe."
Pendarovski voiced disappointment with the result. But he said he hoped to do better in the second round, including with the support of the country's ethnic Albanian minority that represents about a quarter of the population.

    


Seven candidates were running for the largely ceremonial position, with the brief campaigning period focusing on EU accession, the rule of law, fighting corruption and reducing poverty.
Electoral commission head Aleksandar Dashtevski said earlier Wednesday that voting was going smoothly, with only a minor technical problem with biometric devices at some polling centers which was quickly resolved. 
Siljanovska Davkova, 70, and Pendarovski, 61, agree that their country belongs in the EU. But they have differed on how to deal with neighboring Bulgaria's insistence on Skopje enshrining in its constitution recognition of a Bulgarian ethnic minority. EU member Bulgaria has said it will otherwise block North Macedonia's bloc membership bid.
North Macedonia has been a candidate to join the EU since 2005, but membership talks only began in 2022 and the process is expected to take years.
Voter Stavre Temelkovski said he had high expectations that North Macedonia would become a full-fledged EU member soon.
"I expect a civic movement to win, for us to be a part of all those pro-Western systems, and to start a process of healing for a state which has waited for almost three decades," he said. "Many generations are exhausted."
___
Follow the AP's coverage of global elections at: https://apnews.com/hub/global-elections/
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    [image: FILE - Republican presidential candidate former UN Ambassador Nikki Haley speaks during a news conference, March 6, 2024, in Charleston, S.C. Haley suspended her presidential campaign, she refused to endorse Donald Trump for the 2024 Republican nomination and apparently so did some of her supporters. Haley won almost 17% of Pennsylvania's primary vote Tuesday, to Trump's 83%, despite not campaigning for president since she ended her bid March 6. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)]
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- When Nikki Haley suspended her presidential campaign, she refused to endorse Donald Trump as the last remaining major candidate for the 2024 Republican nomination -- and apparently so did some of her supporters in Pennsylvania.
Haley won almost 17% of Pennsylvania's primary vote Tuesday, or 1 in 6 votes, to Trump's 83%, despite not campaigning for president since she ended her bid in early March.
Pennsylvania's 19 electoral votes up for grabs in the presidential election make it a premier battleground state. So should those Haley GOP voters refuse to support Trump in November, it could prove a damaging blow to his prospects for victory in the state and, possibly, reelection. 
Haley's base was never big enough to seriously challenge Trump before he clinched a third straight Republican presidential nomination, but her supporters have continued to vote for her in primaries in Pennsylvania and elsewhere even after she dropped out.

    


With nearly all ballots counted in Pennsylvania's primary, the former U.N. ambassador and South Carolina governor tallied more than 157,000 votes, or about twice the 80,500-vote margin by which Democrat Joe Biden beat Trump in Pennsylvania in 2020. Pennsylvania's election was even closer in 2016, when Trump beat Democrat Hillary Clinton by 44,000 votes.




A larger proportion of votes for Haley tended to come from urban and suburban areas where Trump suffered massive losses in his two previous presidential campaigns.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than a million votes have been counted for Haley in Republican primaries and caucuses since she dropped out, though some of those may have been cast early or by mail before she ended her campaign. During that period, Trump received about 5.8 million votes. 
Over the same period, more than 600,000 ballots were counted for candidates other than Joe Biden in Democratic primaries and caucuses, while about 4.6 million were for Biden.

    


On the Democratic side in Pennsylvania, U.S. Rep. Dean Phillips of Minnesota won 7% against Biden, or nearly 70,000 votes as of Wednesday. 
Counties had reported about 60,000 for write-in candidates in the Democratic primary -- an increase from state elections office figures of 28,372 in 2016 and 34,356 in 2020. A handful of counties had not yet reported write-in totals, and the breakdown of write-in votes for " uncommitted " was not immediately available.
Phillips and Haley qualified for Pennsylvania's primary ballot before they dropped out of the presidential race, and Biden and Trump are on track to win their parties' presidential nominations and face each other in November's general election. Phillips has endorsed Biden.
All told, about 1 million ballots have been counted apiece in Tuesday's GOP and Democratic presidential primaries in Pennsylvania, out of 3.5 million registered Republican voters and 3.9 million registered Democratic voters. 
Pennsylvania holds closed primary elections, meaning that someone must have been registered as a Republican or a Democrat by April 8 to have voted in the primary for that party.
___
AP Director of Public Opinion Research Emily Swanson contributed to this report. Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter. 
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    [image: President Joe Biden speaks before signing a $95 billion Ukraine aid package that also includes support for Israel, Taiwan, and other allies, in the State Dining Room of the White House, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden has granted clemency to 16 people who were convicted of non-violent drug crimes, issuing pardons to 11 men and women and commuting the sentences of five other people in the latest use of his clemency power to address racial disparities in the justice system. 
Biden said in a statement Wednesday that April is Second Chance Month and that many of the individuals getting clemency had received "disproportionately longer" sentences than they would have under current law.
The Democratic president is campaigning for reelection in November and is grappling with how to boost support from communities of color that heavily supported him over Republican Donald Trump in the 2020 election. The two rivals are headed for a likely rematch in November.
"Like my other clemency actions, these pardons and commutations reflect my overarching commitment to addressing racial disparities and improving public safety," Biden said. 

    


Biden said those receiving pardons had shown a commitment to bettering their lives and doing good in their communities. He said those who had their sentences commuted, or shortened, had shown they were worthy of forgiveness and the chance to build a future outside of prison.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





The president issued his most recent pardons in December 2023 to thousands of people who were convicted of the use and simple possession of marijuana on federal lands and in the District of Columbia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An Associated Press analysis of Justice Department data shows that Biden has granted 129 commutations, more than any predecessor in their first term, dating to Richard Nixon. Nixon issued the most pardons at 691.
A pardon is an expression of forgiveness by the president, commonly granted to recognize that a person convicted of a crime has accepted responsibility for their actions. A pardon doesn't mean the person is considered innocent, but does restore some rights, such as voting, that are lost upon conviction. A commutation only reduces a sentence but does not affect a conviction.
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                                        CAMERON, La. (AP) -- Up to $20,000 is being offered for information leading to a criminal conviction or civil penalty involving a dolphin that was found shot to death in southwest Louisiana.
Federal wildlife officials, in a news release Monday, said a juvenile bottlenose dolphin was found shot to death March 13 along the coast of Cameron Parish. It was found on West Mae's Beach, and the stranding was reported to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which said a necropsy showed multiple bullets lodged in the dolphin's brain, spinal cord and heart. 
Harming or killing wild dolphins is prohibited under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, according to NOAA. Violations can be prosecuted civilly or criminally and are punishable by up to $100,000 in fines and up to a year in jail. 
NOAA's Office of Law Enforcement is investigating the killing. Anyone with information should call the NOAA Enforcement Hotline at 800-853-1964. Tips can be left anonymously, but to be eligible for the reward, the caller must include a name and contact information.
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    [image: Minnesota Senate Democratic Majority Leader Erin Murphy talks with reporters on the Senate floor in the Minnesota State Capitol after a Republican attempt to expedite an ethics investigation of Democratic Sen. Nicole Mitchell, who's facing a felony burglary charge, failed on a tie vote, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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[image: Minnesota Senate Republican Minority Leader Mark Johnson talks with reporters on the Senate floor in the Minnesota State Capitol after a Republican attempt to expedite an ethics investigation of Democratic Sen. Nicole Mitchell, who's facing a felony burglary charge, failed on a tie vote, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski).]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | Minnesota Senate Republican Minority Leader Mark Johnson talks with reporters on the Senate floor in the Minnesota State Capitol after a Republican attempt to expedite an ethics investigation of Democratic Sen. Nicole Mitchell, who's facing a felony burglary charge, failed on a tie vote, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski).


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The dome of the Minnesota State Capitol in St. Paul is shown on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, ahead of a vote on a Republican attempt to expedite an ethics investigation of Democratic Sen. Nicole Mitchell, who's facing a felony burglary charge. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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[image: Democratic State Sen. Nicole Mitchell, right, of Woodbury, speaks with Sen. Robert D. Farnsworth, a Republican from Hibbing, on the floor of the Minnesota Senate on April 2, 2024, at the State Capitol in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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[image: The gallery outside the Minnesota Senate chamber in the State Capitol is shown ahead of a vote on a Republican attempt to expedite an ethics investigation of Democratic Sen. Nicole Mitchell, who's facing a felony burglary charge, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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                                        ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) -- A Republican attempt to expedite an ethics investigation of a Democratic Minnesota state senator who's facing a felony burglary charge failed on a tie vote Wednesday.
Sen. Nicole Mitchell was absent as the Senate met for the first time since her arrest early Monday at her estranged stepmother's home in Detroit Lakes. Mitchell told police she broke into the northwest Minnesota home because her stepmother refused to give her items of sentimental value from her late father including his ashes, according to a criminal complaint.
Mitchell was charged Tuesday with one count of first-degree burglary and released after a day in jail.
Mitchell's arrest has complicated the remainder of the 2024 legislative session because Senate Democrats hold just a one-seat majority. Senate Republican Minority Leader Mark Johnson, of East Grand Forks, who has called on Mitchell to resign, said several major bills in the pipeline are likely to be dependent on her vote.

    


"How can Minnesotans trust that?" he asked during the floor debate. 
Democratic Majority Leader Erin Murphy, of St. Paul, told reporters that Mitchell, who is from Woodbury, will be allowed to vote remotely as the legislative and legal process plays out. Because of the turmoil, however, Democratic leaders put several bills on hold that were due for floor votes Wednesday and Thursday.


 Her attorney said Mitchell's dispute with her stepmother arose out of a "fractured relationship" between the two that has been aggravated by age-related issues. In a Facebook post, Mitchell denied stealing. Her attorney has advised her not to resign.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Senate Republicans filed an ethics complaint against Mitchell before the Senate convened Wednesday, then forced a vote on a motion to immediately launch the investigation and consideration of her expulsion. Under normal Senate rules, it could take 30 days just to start the process, which would delay any action until after the legislative session, which must end by May 20.

    


"Senators must be held to the highest standard of ethical conduct," GOP Sen. Eric Lucero, of St. Michael, told his colleagues. "Public trust has been violated. We must have a swift examination of this serious felony charge to ensure the integrity of this institution and the state of Minnesota is upheld."
The ethics complaint quotes extensively from Mitchell's charging papers, including her comment to the arresting officer, "I know I did something bad."
But Democratic Sen. Nick Frentz, of North Mankato, told them Mitchell is entitled to due process and the presumption of innocence. He said other lawmakers charged with crimes in recent years were allowed to go through the legal process.
Mitchell's desk was empty for the debate, which ended in a 33-33 vote. 
Murphy said a timeline for considering the GOP ethics complaint has yet to be decided. 
But the process is designed to be difficult. The Senate ethics panel is made up of two Democrats and two Republicans, and any vote to expel a senator would require a two-thirds majority.

    


Murphy told reporters she had spoken to Mitchell only briefly, right after her release from jail on Monday. She said they focused on her well-being and her children..
"This is obviously a very tough and challenging situation for this institution," Murphy said. "Senator Mitchell is ... going to have to have a number of difficult conversations with her family, with the people who sent her here to represent them, and with her colleagues."
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                    New York's highest court has overturned Harvey Weinstein's 2020 rape conviction, finding the judge at the landmark #MeToo trial prejudiced the ex-movie mogul with "egregious" improper rulings, including a decision to let women testify about allegations that weren't part of the case.
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    [image: FILE - Harvey Weinstein arrives at a Manhattan courthouse for jury deliberations in his rape trial, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020, in New York. New York's highest court has overturned Harvey Weinstein's 2020 rape conviction and ordered a new trial. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The decision by New York's highest court to overturn the rape conviction of movie mogul Harvey Weinstein has reopened a painful chapter in America's reckoning with sexual misconduct by powerful figures -- an era that began in 2017 and helped launch the #MeToo movement.
Here's what you need to know about why Weinstein's rape conviction was thrown out and what happens next:
WHY WAS THE CONVICTION TOSSED?
New York's Court of Appeals found the trial judge in the rape case prejudiced Weinstein with "egregious" improper rulings, including a decision to let women testify about allegations that Weinstein wasn't charged with.
In its 4-3 decision, the court's majority said it was an "abuse of judicial discretion" for Judge James Burke to allow testimony from these other women about "loathsome alleged bad acts and despicable behavior."
"Without question, this is appalling, shameful, repulsive conduct that could only diminish defendant's character before the jury," they said.

    


Weinstein's attorney Arthur Aidala had argued that Burke also swayed the trial by giving prosecutors permission to confront Weinstein, if he chose to testify, about his past history.




He said Weinstein wanted to testify but opted not to because he would have had to answer questions about more than two-dozen alleged acts of misbehavior dating back four decades, including fighting with his movie producer brother, flipping over a table in anger, snapping at waiters and yelling at his assistants.
WILL WEINSTEIN BE RELEASED?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Weinstein, 72, will remain imprisoned because he was convicted in Los Angeles in 2022 of another rape and sentenced to 16 years in prison.
Weinstein has been serving time in New York, most recently at the Mohawk Correctional Facility, about 100 miles (160 kilometers) northwest of Albany.
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
The Manhattan district attorney's office has indicated it plans to retry Weinstein, which means his accusers could be forced to retell their stories on the witness stand.

    


"We will do everything in our power to retry this case, and remain steadfast in our commitment to survivors of sexual assault," the prosecutors' statement said.
Weinstein was convicted in New York on charges of criminal sex acts involving forced oral sex on a TV and film production assistant in 2006 and rape in the third degree for an attack on an aspiring actress in 2013.
Weinstein maintains his innocence and contends any sexual activity was consensual. 
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    [image: This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson and Hugh Jackman as Wolverine/Logan in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Morena Baccarin as Vanessa and Ryan Reynolds as Wade Wilson in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)]
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[image: Shawn Levy, director of the upcoming film "Deadpool & Wolverine," discusses the film during the Walt Disney Studios presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Shawn Levy, left, director of the upcoming film "Deadpool & Wolverine," and Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige wave to the audience during the Walt Disney Studios presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Shawn Levy, director of the upcoming film "Deadpool & Wolverine," discusses the film during the Walt Disney Studios presentation at CinemaCon 2024, Thursday, April 11, 2024, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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                                        Shawn Levy is no novice when it comes to rumors around his projects. Years on "Stranger Things" taught him how to tune out the noise. Yet even he's found himself astonished by the sheer volume of speculation around "Deadpool & Wolverine."
"The rumors around this movie are overwhelming," Levy said in a recent interview with The Associated Press. "But so is the anticipation, which is a nice situation."
Anticipation might be an understatement for a movie that is poised to be the theatrical event of the summer, when it opens on July 26. The first trailer, which aired during the Super Bowl, was viewed a record 365 million times online in its first 24 hours. The second, which dropped this week, broke another record - for the most "F-bombs" in the MCU (six in less than three minutes).
Much of that excitement is because this film marks the first time Ryan Reynolds' foul-mouthed Deadpool/Wade Wilson and Hugh Jackman's Wolverine are being folded into Kevin Feige's Marvel Cinematic Universe. Both properties existed previously under the 21st Century Fox banner.

    


When Disney acquired the studio's film and TV assets in early 2019, Wolverine had already died in "Logan," a third "Deadpool" was in development and Marvel was still firmly in the PG-13 business, a rating that allows for only one F-bomb.


On a call with investors as the deal was going through, Walt Disney Company CEO Bob Iger was already reassuring people that a Disney Deadpool would remain R-rated. Soon after, Reynolds also posted a photo on social media showing his character with Mickey Mouse ears on a yellow school bus labeled "Disney." The meta humor, it seemed, was also firmly intact.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But what would the story be? Levy was announced as the film's director in early 2022, coming in as a fan of Reynolds' snarky tone and fourth wall breaking.
"There was no way I was going to reinvent a wheel, a tonal wheel, that works so beautifully," Levy said. "Both Disney and Marvel, up and down the food chain, empowered Ryan and I to make this movie exactly as we dreamed."

    


WAIT, HOW IS WOLVERINE HERE?
Things really started to really take shape when Jackman signed on that fall, however. It would mark the first time that the characters would be together in a movie since 2009's "X-Men Origins: Wolverine." In the years since, Reynolds and Jackman have staged a very tongue in cheek, very funny "feud" with one another on social media, dancing around the idea of sharing the big screen again.
The dream seemed to have died after "Logan" and Jackman's retirement as Wolverine. But death is never exactly final in the multiverse, and, they promised, this film would not interfere with "Logan."
"It's a really interesting duo," Levy said. "They're built for huge conflict with each other because they're so different individually. But that makes for a very interesting story, because the best two hander stories, whether it's 'Midnight Run' or '48 Hours' or 'Planes, Trains and Automobiles,' yes, it's littered with conflict. But it's ultimately about something more as well and that's what audiences will see."

    


The dynamic was also fueled by the real-life friendship between Levy, Jackman and Reynolds that goes back a decade off screen and includes films like "Free Guy" and "Real Steel."
"The real benefit of being friends off set is that you can try crazy stuff without fear of falling. Because some of it won't work and that will be momentarily embarrassing, but if you're among friends, it's okay to make a fool of yourself in the pursuit of something surprising and something unexpected," Levy said. "This movie is filled with moments, both comedic and character based, that we didn't expect and were the result of a freedom that that came from being friends."
IT'S SUMMER. NO HOMEWORK REQUIRED. 
The Marvel multiverse has gotten a bit overwhelming in recent years for the more casual fans who may have seen most of the films but only dabbled in the Disney+ offerings that regularly introduce new concepts and characters that eventually find their way into the films. "Deadpool & Wolverine," for instance, uses the Time Variance Authority (TVA) -- a major part of "Loki" but new to the movies -- to help get Deadpool to the MCU. But Levy promises that enjoyment of "Deadpool & Wolverine" requires no bingeing or studying beforehand.

    


"I was a good student in school. I'll do my homework as an adult. But I am definitely not looking to do homework when I go to the movies," Levy said. 
"I very much made this film with certainly a healthy respect and gratitude towards the rabid fan base that has peak fluency in the mythology and lore of these characters and this world. But I didn't want to presume that. This movie is built for entertainment, with no obligation to come prepared with prior research."
THERE WAS A SILVER LINING IN THE STRIKES
Like many productions, "Deadpool & Wolverine" was affected by the strikes. It was "pencils down" when the writers walked out, including for Reynolds who is credited on the script, and a complete shutdown when the actors went to the picket lines.

    


"The impact was real," Levy said. "For me as the director, and the producer, the multi-month pause happened right in the middle of filming. All I could do was edit and review the footage. But it taught me about my movie, and it really revealed what was working and what the movie wanted to be."
When they resumed shooting post-strike, Levy wasn't panicked about rushing to the finish. Instead, he felt like he'd come back with a deeper knowledge of what they needed to do.
"It really focused our work and I think improved our work in the second half," Levy said. "That's not a luxury we ever get in live-action filmmaking."
OH, RIGHT, THE MOVIE...
So, what about what's IN the film? Well, that's something that Levy can't really talk about. For one, he's busy finishing the movie ("it's coming together nicely," he said). Also, "Deadpool & Wolverine" doesn't need to tease out plotlines to stoke enthusiasm, what when there are near daily articles speculating about a Taylor Swift cameo (and a Wikipedia page that's nearly 5,000 words). It's unclear what the Venn Diagram overlap is for Swifties and Marvel fans but one thing is apparent: United, they're a powerful bunch.
Marvel has had some Phase 5 bumps, with films like "The Marvels" underperforming financially and others underwhelming critics. And outside of the MCU, the industry is feeling the pains of so-called "superhero fatigue" that has sent DC back to the drawing boards to start anew. But "Deadpool & Wolverine" is not to be underestimated.
It could be the first MCU movie since "Spider-Man: No Way Home" to crack $1 billion, which would also put it in the running to become the highest grossing R-rated film of all time. That title currently belongs to "Joker" with its $1.08 billion. 
"Audiences are hungry for a great time at the movies," Levy said. "They want to be delighted, transported and entertained. And when they are given that, whether it's 'Barbie,' 'Oppenheimer' or any number of other recent movies, they show up."
He added: "The movie is built for audience delight. I think that (they're) in for a very fun ride."
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Four decades in, the Pet Shop Boys know the secret to staying cool

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Back with new album "Nonetheless," recorded during the pandemic, the Pet Shop Boys discuss finding joy in lockdown solitude. (April 25)
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    [image: FILE British band The Pet Shop Boys, Neil Tennant, left, and Chris Lowe perform after receiving The Oustanding Contribution To Music award at the Brit Awards 2009 at Earls Court exhibition centre in London, England, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2009. Forty years and 50 million record sales after the Pet Shop Boys rose to fame with ]
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[image: This album cover image released by Parlophone/Warner shows "Nonetheless" by Pet Shop Boys. (Parlophone/Warner via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Musicians Neil Tennant, left, and Chris Lowe of the British duo Pet Shop Boys perform during the Berlin Festival on the grounds of the former Tempelhof airport in Berlin, Germany, Friday Sept. 6, 2013. Forty years and 50 million record sales after the Pet Shop Boys rose to fame with ]
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[image: FILE - Chris Lowe, right, and Neil Tennant of the Pet Shop Boys accept their award at the British Industry Awards at the Royal Albert Hall in London, England, Monday evening, Feb. 8, 1988. Forty years and 50 million record sales after the Pet Shop Boys rose to fame with ]
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[image: FILE - Neil Tennant, left, and Chris Lowe, of the Pet Shop Boys, perform at the Rock in Rio music festival in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Friday, Sept. 15, 2017. Forty years and 50 million record sales after the Pet Shop Boys rose to fame with ]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Chicken Kiev, AI-generated press releases and the annoyance of fan selfies while performing -- there was a lot on the minds of the Pet Shop Boys as the iconic British duo prepared to release a new album.
Their 15th studio album, "Nonetheless," comes Friday -- 40 years (and 50 million record sales) after Neil Tennant and Chris Lowe rose to fame with the single "West End Girls." Bands of any longevity -- especially such a long one -- are often asked the cliche: "How do you stay relevant?" For them, it's about never trying to be cool.
"That's something a lot of people try and do, to be somehow cool, which is therefore completely uncool, because it's trying too hard," Tennant told The Associated Press recently. "So we have just followed our own instincts."
"We'll always be relevant in our world," Lowe added, laughing.
A testament of that relevance? Classic Pet Shop Boys hits were used as plot points in two cult movies last year: a karaoke scene in "Saltburn" featuring "Rent" and a key Christmas scene in "All of Us Strangers" soundtracked by "Always on My Mind."

    


This is worlds away from Hollywood past, where, Tennant says, "It's a Sin" was always overused for the young guy walking into a gay club "reducing us to this sort of cliche of gay disco."




"Nonetheless" remains upbeat despite being written in the U.K. during the coronavirus pandemic, when most people were locked down at home.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Well, the weather was nice, wasn't it?" Lowe jokes.
"It was a very productive time," Tennant adds, noting that the cancellation of their tour eased the pressure.
"I think that's why it sounds in a way quite optimistic, because life was different. It was a different sort of life with no pressure, apart from not trying to catch the virus," he says.
The first single, "Loneliness," addresses the social isolation of the pandemic but was written as a positive message. Another lockdown-themed track, "Why Am I Dancing?" was Tennant asking himself: "Why are you enjoying this situation of being by yourself so much so that you can actually dance?"

    


"And I'm probably cooking at the same time," he is quick to add.
"Cooking and dancing, now that's a little podcast idea, isn't it?" Lowe jokes.
And while Lowe says he'd be popping a ready-made pie in the oven, Tennant would be making dal, brown rice and vegetables or a chicken Kiev.
"You've got a good story for that," Tennant says, looking to his bandmate.
"I wrote to (U.K. supermarket) Marks & Spencer... asking them to change the spelling of chicken Kiev to chicken Kyiv because of the war," Lowe says. They did eventually change it.
Despite living through big changes in the way music is consumed, the band remain philosophical. Despite new ways of listening and discovering music, "music is still music."
And when it comes to Spotify, while Lowe says it has helped him discover a lot of new music, both hate the app's recommendations.
"With us, The Pet Shop Boys, it will say, 'If you like this, you might like Duran Duran,' so it thinks you're all '80s," Tennant explains. "And if you're us you say: 'You might like Years and Years electronic pop music or Kraftwerk from before us.'"

    


"Sometimes they might just think, 'Well you're gay so you might like Boy George because he's gay as well.' It's very, very stupid," he says.
Pet Shop Boys will perform five special performances at London's Royal Opera House in July, but please don't run to the front of the stage and then turn your back for a selfie.
"I just deliberately move out the way. Sorry to be a spoilsport but I find it really, really rude," Tennant says.
Cellphone users aren't all bad for business though.
"You now know when something is working because all the phones come out," Tennant explains.
"Cigarette lighters are replaced with phones for a ballad it looks really quite gorgeous, it's really quite moving," he adds.
Artificial intelligence is changing the industry, but the band doesn't have any plans to use it anytime soon -- well, at least not in its music.
When their publicist called for a quote on the album for a press release, they turned to ChatGPT, which described the album as "a celebration of the unique and diverse emotions that make us human." They went with it.
"It's a great quote" Tennant admits. "We sort of agree with it. We normally make some flippant remark, whereas ChatGPT gave us this very earnest description which is actually accurate."
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    [image: FILE - Travis Scott performs at Astroworld Festival at NRG park on Friday, Nov. 5, 2021, in Houston. A judge has declined to dismiss hundreds of lawsuits filed against rap star Scott over his role in the deadly 2021 Astroworld festival in which 10 people were killed in a crowd surge. State District Judge Kristen Hawkins issued a one-page order made public Wednesday, April 24, 2024, denying Scott's request to be dropped from the case. (Jamaal Ellis/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - The crowd watches as Travis Scott performs at Astroworld Festival at NRG park on Friday, Nov. 5, 2021, in Houston. A judge has declined to dismiss hundreds of lawsuits filed against rap star Scott over his role in the deadly 2021 Astroworld festival in which 10 people were killed in a crowd surge. State District Judge Kristen Hawkins issued a one-page order made public Wednesday, April 24, 2024, denying Scott's request to be dropped from the case. (Jamaal Ellis//Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Two people who knew an unidentified victim of a fatal incident at the Houston Astroworld concert embrace at a memorial on Nov. 7, 2021, in Houston. A judge has declined to dismiss hundreds of lawsuits filed against rap star Travis Scott over his role in the deadly 2021 Astroworld festival in which 10 people were killed in a crowd surge. State District Judge Kristen Hawkins issued a one-page order made public Wednesday, April 24, 2024, denying Scott's request to be dropped from the case. (AP Photo/Robert Bumsted, File)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- A judge has declined to dismiss hundreds of lawsuits filed against rap star Travis Scott over his role in the deadly 2021 Astroworld festival in which 10 people were killed in a crowd surge.
State District Judge Kristen Hawkins issued a one-page order denying Scott's request that he and his touring and production company, XX Global, should be dropped from the case. The order was signed on Tuesday but made public on Wednesday. 
Scott's attorneys had argued during an April 15 hearing that he was not responsible for safety planning and watching for possible dangers at the concert on Nov. 5, 2021. 
They argued Scott's duties and responsibilities related to the festival only dealt with creative aspects, including performing and marketing. 
However, Noah Wexler, an attorney for the family of Madison Dubiski, 23, one of the 10 people killed, said Scott, whose real name is Jacques Bermon Webster II, had a "conscious disregard for safety" at the sold-out festival. Wexler argued Scott encouraged people who didn't have tickets to break in and ignored orders from festival organizers to stop the concert when told to do so as people in the crowd were hurt or dying.

    


Earlier this month, Hawkins dismissed lawsuits against Drake and several other individuals and companies involved in the show.




The lawsuit filed by Dubiski's family is set to be the first one to go to trial on May 6.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The families of the 10 people who died, plus hundreds who were injured, sued Scott and Live Nation -- the festival's promoter -- as well as dozens of other individuals and entities.
After an investigation by Houston police, no charges were filed against Scott, and a grand jury declined to indict him and five other people on any criminal counts related to the deadly concert.
Those killed, who ranged in age from 9 to 27, died from compression asphyxia, which an expert likened to being crushed by a car.
Some of the lawsuits filed by the families of the dead and the hundreds who were injured have been settled, including those filed by the families of four of the dead.
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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    [image: Ukrainian rapper alyona alyona, left, and singer Jerry Heil hold the Ukrainian flag as they pose for the media before departing from the main train station in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ukrainian singers Jerry Heil, right, and rapper alyona alyona arrive to catch a train at the main station, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ukrainian singer Jerry Heil, left, and rapper alyona alyona perform a song in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ukrainian singer Jerry Heil says goodbye to her parents before departing at the main train station, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ukrainian singer Jerry Heil, left, and rapper alyona alyona pose for a photograph during an interview with The Associated Press in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Two girls dance as Ukraine's song entrance in the Eurovision contest is played at the main train station, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ukrainian singers Jerry Heil, right, and rapper alyona alyona arrive to catch a train at the main station, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | Ukrainian singers Jerry Heil, right, and rapper alyona alyona arrive to catch a train at the main station, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6
Ukrainian singers Jerry Heil, right, and rapper alyona alyona arrive to catch a train at the main station, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian singer Jerry Heil, left, and rapper alyona alyona perform a song in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ukrainian singer Jerry Heil says goodbye to her parents before departing at the main train station, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Ukrainian singer Jerry Heil, left, and rapper alyona alyona pose for a photograph during an interview with The Associated Press in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition, the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Even amid war, Ukraine finds time for the glittery, pop-filled Eurovision Song Contest. Perhaps now even more than ever.
Ukraine's entrants in the pan-continental music competition -- the female duo of rapper alyona alyona and singer Jerry Heil -- set off from Kyiv for the competition on Thursday. In wartime, that means a long train journey to Poland, from where they will travel on to next month's competition in Malmo, Sweden.
"We need to be visible for the world," Heil told The Associated Press at Kyiv train station before her departure. "We need to show that even now, during the war, our culture is developing, and that Ukrainian music is something waiting for the world" to discover.
"We have to spread it and share it and show people how strong (Ukrainian) women and men are now," added alyona, who spells her name with all lower case letters.

    


Ukraine has long used Eurovision as a form of cultural diplomacy, a way of showing the world the country's unique sound and style. That mission became more urgent after Russia's full-scale invasion in February 2022. Russian President Vladimir Putin has denied that Ukraine existed as a distinct country and people before Soviet times.




Ukrainian singer Jamala won the contest in 2016 -- two years after Russia illegally seized the Crimean Peninsula -- with a song about the expulsion of Crimea's Tatars by Stalin in 1944. Folk-rap band Kalush Orchestra took the Eurovision title in 2022 with "Stefania," a song about the frontman's mother that became an anthem to the war-ravaged motherland, with a haunting refrain on a traditional Ukrainian wind instrument.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Alyona and Heil will perform "Maria & Teresa," an anthemic ode to inspiring women. The title refers to Mother Theresa and the Virgin Mary, and the lyrics include the refrain, in English: "All the divas were born as the human beings" -- people we regard as saints were once flawed and human like the rest of us.

    


Heil said the message is that "we all make mistakes, but your actions are what define you."
And, alyona added: "with enough energy you can win the war, you can change the world."
The song blends alyona's punchy rap style with Heil's soaring melody and distinctly Ukrainian vocal style.
"Alyona is a great rapper, she has this powerful energy," Heil said. "And I'm more soft."
"But great melodies," alyona added. "So she creates all the melodies and I just jump in."
Ukraine has been at the forefront of turning Eurovision from a contest dominated by English-language pop songs to a more diverse and multilingual event. Jamala sang part of her song in the Crimean Tatar language, while Kalush Orchestra sang and rapped in Ukrainian.
Ukraine's Eurovision win in 2022 brought the country the right to host the following year, but because of the war the 2023 contest was held in the English city of Liverpool, which was bedecked in blue and yellow Ukrainian flags for the occasion -- a celebration of Ukraine's spirit and culture. 
Thirty-seven countries from across Europe and beyond -- including Israel and Australia -- will compete in Malmo in two Eurovision semifinals May 7 and 9, followed by a May 11 final. Ukraine currently ranks among bookmakers' top five favorites alongside the likes of singer Nemo from Switzerland and Croatian singer-songwriter Baby Lasagna.

    


Russia, a long-time Eurovision competitor, was kicked out of the contest over the invasion.
The Ukrainian duo caught a train after holding a news conference where they announced a fundraising drive for a school destroyed by a Russian strike.
The duo is joining with charity fundraising platform United 24 to raise 10 million hryvnia (about $250,000) to rebuild a school in the village of Velyka Kostromka in southern Ukraine that was destroyed by a Russian rocket in October 2022. The school's 250 pupils have been unable to attend class since then, relying on online learning.
From the rubble, a teacher managed to rescue one of the school's treasured possessions -- a large wooden key traditionally presented to first grade students to symbolize that education is the key to their future.

    


Alyona and Heil have also embraced the key as a symbol, wearing T-shirts covered in small metal housekeys.
"It's a symbol of something which maybe some people in Ukraine won't have, because so many people lost their homes," Heil said. "But they're holding these keys in their pockets, and they're holding the hope."
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The Rolling Stones set to play New Orleans Jazz Fest 2024, opening Thursday

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Rolling Stones perform at a celebration for the release of their new album, "Hackney Diamonds," Oct. 19, 2023, in New York. The 2024 New Orleans Jazz & Heritage festival, which spans two weekends, was set to open Thursday, April 25, 2024, with dozens of acts big and small playing daily on 14 stages spread throughout the historic Fair Grounds race course. The Stones play next Thursday, May 2, and tickets for that day of music have long been sold out. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- It looks like the third time is the charm as the 2024 New Orleans Jazz & Heritage festival prepares, again, for The Rolling Stones to perform. 
The festival, which spans two weekends, is set to open Thursday with dozens of acts playing daily on 14 stages spread throughout the historic Fair Grounds race course. The Stones play next Thursday, May 2, tickets for which have long been sold out. 
In 2019, festival organizers thought they had landed the legendary rock band, but the appearance was canceled because lead singer Mick Jagger had heart surgery. They tried again in 2021, but a surge in COVID-19 cases ultimately forced the fest to cancel.




Now, says festival producer Quint Davis, "It's gonna be special." 
This will be the first time the Stones play Jazz Fest.
Opening day acts include rock bands Widespread Panic and The Beach Boys, reggae artist Stephen Marley and jazz vocalist John Boutte. 

    


"The talent is great, the weather is projected to be good and people's expectations are going to be met," Davis said.
Blue skies, sunshine and temperatures in the 80s were forecast for opening day Thursday. Similar weather was expected for the rest of the first weekend, which runs through Sunday and showcases performances by Grammy Award-winning singer-songwriter Jon Batiste, country megastar Chris Stapleton, R&B singer Fantasia, rock band Heart, Cajun fiddler Amanda Shaw and The Cute Guys, jazz pianist Patrice Rushen, and blues and folk artist Ruthie Foster. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Anticipation for the Stones' performance is palpable, Davis said.
"All I'm hearing is 'How can I get a ticket?'" he said of fans trying to see the marquee performance. "Unfortunately for some, that day sold out in like a day-and-a-half after tickets went on sale. I think people have just waited so long for this."
The Rolling Stones in October released " Hackney Diamonds," their first album of original material since 2005 and their first without drummer Charlie Watts, who died in 2021. Though he hasn't seen a set list, Davis said fans can expect to hear a mix of greatest hits and new releases. No special guests are expected to perform with the Rolling Stones, but Davis said "never say never."

    


"Just expect euphoria," he said laughing. "I think maybe we're going to need some ambulances on site because people are going to spontaneously combust from the excitement. And, they're playing in a daylight event. They're gonna be able to make eye contact with the audience. That's going to create a really special bond."
Acts on the festival's 14 stages usually play simultaneously beginning when gates open at 11 a.m. and continuing until the music ends at 7 p.m. But the other stages will shut down next week when the Stones take the stage.
"We didn't want to have 13 empty stages and no people in front of them when the Stones start singing favorites like '(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction' and 'Jumpin' Jack Flash,'" Davis said. "Everyone who bought a ticket for that day primarily bought one to see The Stones."
Davis said tickets for the festival's other days remain available and can be purchased online through their website.

    


Much of Jazz Fest celebrates the Indigenous music and culture of New Orleans and Louisiana but the music encompasses nearly every style imaginable: blues, R&B, gospel, Cajun, Zydeco, Afro-Caribbean, folk, Latin, rock, rap, contemporary and traditional jazz, country, bluegrass and everything in between.
Colombia's rhythms, from music to dance and food, also will be highlighted this year as part of the festival's cultural exchange. Close to 200 Colombian artists are scheduled to participate, including headliners Bomba Estereo on Saturday, ChocQuibTown's lead singer Goyo in a guest appearance with local band IFE on Sunday, and salsa legends Grupo Niche closing the celebration on May 5.
And don't forget the food. During the festival, food available on site includes crawfish bread, pecan catfish meuniere and catfish almondine, cochon de lait and turducken po-boys, boudin, crawfish etouffee, jambalaya, crawfish Monica and shrimp and grits.
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The windmill sails at Paris' iconic Moulin Rouge have collapsed. No injuries are reported

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The windmill atop Paris' famous 19th century Moulin Rouge cabaret fell off the roof overnight. The reason for the accident remains unknown and there were no injuries. Foul play has been ruled out according to media reports. (AP video/Oleg Cetinic)
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    [image: People walk past the Moulin Rouge (Red Mill) Thursday, April 25, 2024 in Paris. The windmill from the Moulin Rouge, the 19th century Parisian cabaret, has fallen off the roof overnight along with some of the letters in its name. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: A tourists train drives past the Moulin Rouge (Red Mill) Thursday, April 25, 2024 in Paris. The windmill from the Moulin Rouge, the 19th century Parisian cabaret, has fallen off the roof overnight along with some of the letters in its name. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: The Moulin Rouge (Red Mill) is seen Thursday, April 25, 2024 in Paris. The windmill from the Moulin Rouge, the 19th century Parisian cabaret, has fallen off the roof overnight along with some of the letters in its name. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: The Moulin Rouge (Red Mill), and the Sacre Coeur basilica, right, are seen Thursday, April 25, 2024 in Paris. The windmill from the Moulin Rouge, the 19th century Parisian cabaret, has fallen off the roof overnight along with some of the letters in its name. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- 
The iconic windmill sails of the Moulin Rouge, a vibrant emblem of Paris's bohemian lifestyle, collapsed Thursday after a show. No injuries were reported. 
The incident took place shortly before 2 a.m., after the last performance of the night had ended and the audience had left the historic cabaret venue, renowned for its dazzling shows and can-can dancers. 
Jean-Victor Clerico, the director of Moulin Rouge, told French media that a "technical problem" led to the windmill's sails and part of the cabaret's illuminated sign crashing to the ground.
Despite the setback, Clerico said that the show at Moulin Rouge will go on, emphasizing the cabaret's resilience and commitment to continuing its legacy. "The show continues, that's the most important thing," he said.
Eric Lejoindre, mayor of Paris's 18th district, confirmed on X that the structure was not in danger of further collapse. He conveyed relief over the safety of both Parisians and visitors. 

    


Local Sylvain Lemerle said it was lucky no one was hurt. 
"It will be strange for the tourists who will take pictures without the sails, it looks a bit naked but it will be replaced, and certainly quicker than Notre Dame," he told The Associated Press, referring to the historic Paris cathedral that was ravaged by a fire in 2019.




The Moulin Rouge, which marks its 135th anniversary in October, primarily attracts tourists today. It was severely damaged by a fire in 1915 and was closed for nine years for renovations.
Stephane Cachelin, from a local shop-owners association, said it is "a symbol of Montmartre, of its village, the bohemian way of life, of Paris. The whole world comes here to take pictures."
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Seattle Kraken move games to over-the-air broadcaster with streaming on Amazon's Prime Video

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Seattle Kraken goaltender Joey Daccord defends against a Minnesota Wild shot during the third period of an NHL hockey game Thursday, April 18, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- The Seattle Kraken will move their games to an over-the-air broadcaster and have a streaming partnership with Amazon's Prime Video beginning with the 2024-25 season, the team announced Thursday.
The Kraken will be the first NHL team to have a streaming deal with Prime Video for all non-nationally televised games and will be available to Amazon Prime members in Washington, Oregon and Alaska. They are also the third individual team to have a streaming partnership with Prime Video, joining the New York Yankees and the Seattle Storm.
Amazon CEO Andy Jassy has a minority stake in the ownership group of the Kraken.
Seattle will partner with TEGNA for the over-the-air component, with most of the broadcasts airing on KONG-TV in Seattle. At least 15 of the games are expected to air on KING, the NBC affiliate in Seattle, with games also broadcast on TEGNA-owned stations in Portland, Oregon (KGW), and Spokane, Washington (KREM).

    


The team said TEGNA is working on other over-the-air options for broadcast partners in the three states.
Seattle had spent its first three seasons with games broadcast on ROOT Sports, which is primarily owned by the Seattle Mariners. But the regional sports network has run into financial and production issues in the past year which has left its future in question.




The Kraken and ROOT Sports agreed to mutually end their original partnership early.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"ROOT has been a terrific partner for us; we have appreciated their support as we determined our broadcast plans moving forward," Kraken owner Sam Holloway said in a statement. "Today's announcement is a game changer for our fans. Our goal is to increase the ways they can watch our games -- whether they're cheering us on at home or on the go. To have both TEGNA and Prime Video as trusted partners is a dream come true."
The NHL also announced Thursday a two-year agreement with Prime Video that will make the streamer the exclusive home of Monday night NHL games broadcast in Canada. All Monday night NHL games broadcast in English in Canada will air through Prime Video for the 2024-25 and 2025-26 seasons.
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of TEGNA throughout.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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Countertenor Anthony Roth Costanzo to become general director of Opera Philadelphia

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Anthony Roth Costanzo, new general director and president of Opera Philadelphia, poses at the Academy of Music in Philadelphia on April 15, 2024. (Matthew Placek/Opera Philadelphia via AP)]
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                                        Anthony Roth Costanzo was hired Thursday as general director and president of Opera Philadelphia and will continue his career as a leading countertenor while taking over an ambitious company dealing with post-pandemic economic challenges.
"Even though I'm an opera singer, it's my job to ensure the health of this art form I love," he said in an interview this week. "And the other side of the coin is that I'm frustrated by opera and its inability to always innovate in the ways I think can help it grow. So, it's something I have been building a skill set for for a long time, and I have been waiting for an opportunity that feels right."
Constanzo, who turns 42 on May 8, will start work on June 1 and replace David Devan, who is retiring after 13 seasons in charge. Music director Corrado Rovaris has a contract through 2026-27.
Opera Philadelphia for 2024-25 dropped its well-regarded season-opening festival, which began in 2017, and lowered next season's budget to $10 million -- of which $1,275,000 is projected to come from ticket revenue. There will be just three mainstage productions, starting with the U.S. premiere of Missy Mazzoli's "The Listeners" on Sept. 25. 

    


"They kept this season lean, which gives me some room to move around if I'm successful in bringing more resources," Constanzo said. "I really feel like some of the future vision that we can build on at Opera Philadelphia is the idea of strategic partnerships and collaborations that help us pool resources and expand our wings beyond the world of opera."




Costanzo raised the funding for "Glass Handel," an art installation at Philadelphia's Barnes Foundation as part of the O18 festival that featured the music of Philip Glass and George Frideric Handel. It included videos, live painting and dance.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I put together the idea and the creative team, and then I built the budget," he said in an interview this week. "I remember even driving the truck, the U-Haul truck with the sets in it."

    


Board chairman Stephen K. Klasko said 42 people applied for the position. Costanzo impressed with "his optimism and charisma."
"His ability to have raised a lot of contributor revenue for his programs was pretty incredible," Klasko said. "We have to build new audiences that are excited about what we're doing that aren't necessarily coming out to see `Madame Butterfly.'"
Costanzo appeared this year in a new production of Thomas Ades' "The Exterminating Angel" at the Paris Opera, headlines Gluck's "Orfeo ed Eurydice" at the Metropolitan Opera starting May 16 and is in the world premiere of Gregory Spears' "The Righteous" at the Santa Fe Opera starting July 13.
Holding an administrative role while singing is rare but not unprecedented. Soprano Beverly Sills became general director of New York City Opera in 1979 and continued singing for the next year.
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    [image: This image released by Disney/Pixar shows Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, left, and Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (Disney/Pixar via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 50 | This image released by Disney/Pixar shows Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, left, and Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (Disney/Pixar via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson and Hugh Jackman as Wolverine/Logan in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from "Twisters." (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Damon Herriman, left, and Tom Hardy in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney/Pixar shows, from left, Anger, voiced by Lewis Black, Fear, voiced by Tony Hale, Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, Sadness, voiced by Phyllis Smith, Disgust, voiced by Liza Lapira, Envy, voiced by Ayo Edebiri, Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke and Embarrassment, voiced by Paul Walter Hauser, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (Disney/Pixar via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Bronson Pinchot in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Eddie Murphy in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Eddie Murphy in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Martin Lawrence, left, and Will Smith in a scene from "Bad Boys: Ride or Die." (Frank Masi/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Sienna Miller in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Kevin Costner in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Luke Wilson, center, in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Will Smith, left, and Martin Lawrence in a scene from Bad Boys: Ride or Die." (Frank Masi/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 50 | This image released by Sony Pictures shows Will Smith, left, and Martin Lawrence in a scene from Bad Boys: Ride or Die." (Frank Masi/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by A24 shows a scene from "I Saw the TV Glow." (A24 via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Lionsgate shows, clockwise from bottom left, Kevin Hart, Cate Blanchett, Ariana Greenblatt, Florian Munteanu and Jamie Lee Curtis in a scene from "Borderlands." (Lionsgate via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Nika King in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Elizabeth Mitchell in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Lionsgate shows Cate Blanchett in a scene from "Borderlands." (Lionsgate via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Demetrius Grosse in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sideshow and Janus Films shows Theo Kircher, left, and Lea Drucker in a scene from "Last Summer." (Sideshow and Janus Films via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Lionsgate shows Bill Skarsgard, left, and FKA twigs in a scene from "The Crow." (Larry Horricks/Lionsgate via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Lionsgate shows Bill Skarsgard, left, and and FKA twigs in a scene from "The Crow." (Larry Horricks/Lionsgate via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Bleecker Street shows Robert De Niro, left, and Bobby Cannavale in a scene from "Ezra." (John Baer/Bleecker Street via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Bleecker Street shows Robert De Niro, from left, Bobby Cannavale and William A. Fitzgerald in a scene from "Ezra." (John Baer/Bleecker Street via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Kim Bodnia as Henry Ederle, Jeanette Hain as Gertrud Ederle, Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Vladisav Lepoev/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Elena Nenkova/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Jeanette Hain as Gertrud Ederle, left, and Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Vladisav Lepoev/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Vladisav Lepoev/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Ben Wang, left, and Sara Ye in a scene from "Sight." (Angel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Terry Chen, left, and Greg Kinnear in a scene from "Sight." (Angel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Cailey Fleming, left, with Blue, voiced by Steve Carell, in a scene from "IF." (Paramount Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MUBI shows a scene from "Gasoline Rainbow." (MUBI via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MUBI shows a scene from "Gasoline Rainbow." (MUBI via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Harriet Slater in a scene from "Tarot" (Slobodan Pikula/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            37 of 50 | This image released by Sony Pictures shows Harriet Slater in a scene from "Tarot" (Slobodan Pikula/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Larsen Thompson in a scene from "Tarot" (Slobodan Pikula/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            38 of 50 | This image released by Sony Pictures shows Larsen Thompson in a scene from "Tarot" (Slobodan Pikula/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            39 of 50 | This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, from left, Freya Allan as Nova, and Raka, played by Peter Macon, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            40 of 50 | This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, from left, Freya Allan as Nova, and Raka, played by Peter Macon, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Adria Arjona, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Hit Man." (Netflix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            41 of 50 | This image released by Netflix shows Adria Arjona, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Hit Man." (Netflix via AP)
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows David Jonsson in a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            43 of 50 | This image released by 20th Century Studios shows a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Joseph Quinn, left, and Lupita Nyong'o in a scene from "A Quiet Place: Day One." (Paramount Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            44 of 50 | This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Joseph Quinn, left, and Lupita Nyong'o in a scene from "A Quiet Place: Day One." (Paramount Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios shows Honey Badger, left, voiced by Frank Welker, and Baby Gru, voiced by in a scene from "Despicable Me 4." (Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            45 of 50 | This image released by Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios shows Honey Badger, left, voiced by Frank Welker, and Baby Gru, voiced by in a scene from "Despicable Me 4." (Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by A24 shows Justice Smith, left, and Brigette Lundy-Paine in a scene from "I Saw the TV Glow." (A24 via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            46 of 50 | This image released by A24 shows Justice Smith, left, and Brigette Lundy-Paine in a scene from "I Saw the TV Glow." (A24 via AP)
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[image: This image released by Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios shows The Minions in a scene from "Despicable Me 4." (Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            47 of 50 | This image released by Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios shows The Minions in a scene from "Despicable Me 4." (Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sasha Lane, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            48 of 50 | This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sasha Lane, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            49 of 50 | This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Chris Hemsworth in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            50 of 50 | This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Chris Hemsworth in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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    [image: This image released by Disney/Pixar shows Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, left, and Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (Disney/Pixar via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 50 | This image released by Disney/Pixar shows Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, left, and Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (Disney/Pixar via AP)
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This image released by Disney/Pixar shows Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, left, and Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (Disney/Pixar via AP)
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 50 | This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)
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This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson and Hugh Jackman as Wolverine/Logan in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 50 | This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson and Hugh Jackman as Wolverine/Logan in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)
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This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson and Hugh Jackman as Wolverine/Logan in a scene from "Deadpool & Wolverine." (20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from "Twisters." (Universal Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 50 | This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from "Twisters." (Universal Pictures via AP)
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This image released by Universal Pictures shows a scene from "Twisters." (Universal Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 50 | This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)
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This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)
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[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 50 | This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)
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This image released by Focus Features shows Austin Butler in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)
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[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Damon Herriman, left, and Tom Hardy in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 50 | This image released by Focus Features shows Damon Herriman, left, and Tom Hardy in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)
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This image released by Focus Features shows Damon Herriman, left, and Tom Hardy in a scene from "The Bikeriders." (Focus Features via AP)
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[image: This image released by Disney/Pixar shows, from left, Anger, voiced by Lewis Black, Fear, voiced by Tony Hale, Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, Sadness, voiced by Phyllis Smith, Disgust, voiced by Liza Lapira, Envy, voiced by Ayo Edebiri, Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke and Embarrassment, voiced by Paul Walter Hauser, in a scene from "Inside Out 2." (Disney/Pixar via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Bronson Pinchot in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Eddie Murphy in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 50 | This image released by Netflix shows Eddie Murphy in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Eddie Murphy in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 50 | This image released by Netflix shows Eddie Murphy in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)
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This image released by Netflix shows Eddie Murphy in "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F." (Netflix via AP)
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Martin Lawrence, left, and Will Smith in a scene from "Bad Boys: Ride or Die." (Frank Masi/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Sienna Miller in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Kevin Costner in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 50 | This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Kevin Costner in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Kevin Costner in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Luke Wilson, center, in a scene from "Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 1." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Will Smith, left, and Martin Lawrence in a scene from Bad Boys: Ride or Die." (Frank Masi/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 50 | This image released by Sony Pictures shows Will Smith, left, and Martin Lawrence in a scene from Bad Boys: Ride or Die." (Frank Masi/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by A24 shows a scene from "I Saw the TV Glow." (A24 via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Lionsgate shows, clockwise from bottom left, Kevin Hart, Cate Blanchett, Ariana Greenblatt, Florian Munteanu and Jamie Lee Curtis in a scene from "Borderlands." (Lionsgate via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 50 | This image released by Lionsgate shows, clockwise from bottom left, Kevin Hart, Cate Blanchett, Ariana Greenblatt, Florian Munteanu and Jamie Lee Curtis in a scene from "Borderlands." (Lionsgate via AP)
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This image released by Lionsgate shows, clockwise from bottom left, Kevin Hart, Cate Blanchett, Ariana Greenblatt, Florian Munteanu and Jamie Lee Curtis in a scene from "Borderlands." (Lionsgate via AP)
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Nika King in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 50 | This image released by Angel Studios shows Nika King in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)
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This image released by Angel Studios shows Nika King in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Elizabeth Mitchell in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 50 | This image released by Angel Studios shows Elizabeth Mitchell in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by Lionsgate shows Cate Blanchett in a scene from "Borderlands." (Lionsgate via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Demetrius Grosse in a scene from "Possum Trot." (Angel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sideshow and Janus Films shows Theo Kircher, left, and Lea Drucker in a scene from "Last Summer." (Sideshow and Janus Films via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Lionsgate shows Bill Skarsgard, left, and FKA twigs in a scene from "The Crow." (Larry Horricks/Lionsgate via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Lionsgate shows Bill Skarsgard, left, and and FKA twigs in a scene from "The Crow." (Larry Horricks/Lionsgate via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Bleecker Street shows Robert De Niro, left, and Bobby Cannavale in a scene from "Ezra." (John Baer/Bleecker Street via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Bleecker Street shows Robert De Niro, from left, Bobby Cannavale and William A. Fitzgerald in a scene from "Ezra." (John Baer/Bleecker Street via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Kim Bodnia as Henry Ederle, Jeanette Hain as Gertrud Ederle, Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Vladisav Lepoev/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Elena Nenkova/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Jeanette Hain as Gertrud Ederle, left, and Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Vladisav Lepoev/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows Daisy Ridley as Trudy Ederle in a scene from "Young Woman and the Sea." (Vladisav Lepoev/Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Ben Wang, left, and Sara Ye in a scene from "Sight." (Angel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Angel Studios shows Terry Chen, left, and Greg Kinnear in a scene from "Sight." (Angel Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Cailey Fleming, left, with Blue, voiced by Steve Carell, in a scene from "IF." (Paramount Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MUBI shows a scene from "Gasoline Rainbow." (MUBI via AP)]
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[image: This image released by MUBI shows a scene from "Gasoline Rainbow." (MUBI via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Harriet Slater in a scene from "Tarot" (Slobodan Pikula/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            37 of 50 | This image released by Sony Pictures shows Harriet Slater in a scene from "Tarot" (Slobodan Pikula/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Larsen Thompson in a scene from "Tarot" (Slobodan Pikula/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            38 of 50 | This image released by Sony Pictures shows Larsen Thompson in a scene from "Tarot" (Slobodan Pikula/Columbia-Sony Pictures via AP)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Noa, played by Owen Teague, from left, Freya Allan as Nova, and Raka, played by Peter Macon, in a scene from "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Netflix shows Adria Arjona, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Hit Man." (Netflix via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows David Jonsson in a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by 20th Century Studios shows a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Joseph Quinn, left, and Lupita Nyong'o in a scene from "A Quiet Place: Day One." (Paramount Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios shows Honey Badger, left, voiced by Frank Welker, and Baby Gru, voiced by in a scene from "Despicable Me 4." (Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            45 of 50 | This image released by Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios shows Honey Badger, left, voiced by Frank Welker, and Baby Gru, voiced by in a scene from "Despicable Me 4." (Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios via AP)
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[image: This image released by A24 shows Justice Smith, left, and Brigette Lundy-Paine in a scene from "I Saw the TV Glow." (A24 via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios shows The Minions in a scene from "Despicable Me 4." (Illumination Entertainment and Universal Studios via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sasha Lane, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            48 of 50 | This image released by Universal Pictures shows Sasha Lane, left, and Glen Powell in a scene from "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures via AP)
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Anya Taylor-Joy in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Chris Hemsworth in a scene from "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Are you ready for some movies this summer? There's action-adventure, romance, horror, franchises and anniversary re-releases of some of your favorites populating theaters and streaming services from May through Labor Day. You just have to know where to look. 
Things kick off in theaters in May with Universal's Ryan Gosling and Emily Blunt action romantic comedy "The Fall Guy" (May 3), a new installment in the Apes series, "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes" (May 10), followed by Jane Shoenbrun's buzzy thriller "I Saw the TV Glow" (May 17) and closing out with the Mad Max prequel "Furiosa." June brings "Hit Man" to Netflix and "Bad Boys 4" to theaters, as well as "Inside Out 2," "The Bikeriders" and the first part of Kevin Costner's Civil War-era Western epic "Horizon: An American Saga."
And while July might not have another " Barbenheimer" showdown, but there's plenty to be excited for including the space race rom-com "Fly Me To the Moon," "Twisters" and, of course, "Deadpool & Wolverine." August has some gems too, including chapter two of "Horizon," a new Alien movie ("Alien: Romulus") and some thrillers like "Cuckoo" and "Trap."

    


Here's your guide to what's coming to theaters and streaming services this summer.
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MAY MOVIE RELEASES
May 2
"Turtles All the Way Down" (MAX, streaming): Based on John Green's popular novel, Isabela Merced plays 17-year-old Aza in this coming-of-age story.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

May 3
"The Fall Guy" (Universal, theaters): A love letter to stunt performers (and a funny, slick send-up of the movie industry), Ryan Gosling plays a veteran stunt guy who's enlisted to find a missing movie star (Aaron Taylor-Johnson) so that his crush (Emily Blunt) can finish her directorial debut.
"The Idea of You" (Amazon, streaming): Anne Hathaway plays a single mother in Los Angeles who begins a relationship with a younger pop star, played by Nicholas Galitzine, in this smart and charming romantic comedy.

    


"Unfrosted" (Netflix, streaming): Jerry Seinfeld makes his directorial debut with this film about the race between cereal rivals Kellogg's and Post to create a new pastry. Seinfeld stars alongside Melissa McCarthy, Jim Gaffigan, Amy Schumer, Hugh Grant, Max Greenfield and many more.
"I Saw the TV Glow," (A24, theaters, wide on May 17): In Jane Schoenbrun's second feature, a Sundance breakout, realities blur for two teenagers (Justice Smith and Brigette Lundy-Paine) watching a mysterious late-night television show.
"Wildcat" (Oscilloscope, theaters): Ethan Hawke directs his daughter Maya Hawke in this unconventional, artful portrait of American author Flannery O'Connor. 
"Evil Does Not Exist" (Sideshow and Janus Films, theaters): Ryusuke Hamaguchi's follow-up to "Drive My Car" is an unnerving slow burn about a father and daughter and their quiet town in the woods outside of Tokyo, whose tranquil way of life threatened when a company decides to build a glamping retreat nearby.
"Jeanne du Barry" (Vertical, theaters on May 2): Maiwenn co-wrote, directs and stars in this period drama about a working class woman who wins over King Louis XV (Johnny Depp).

    


"Tarot" (Sony, theaters): A horror about what happens when a group of friends use someone else's deck (apparently a sacred rule of Tarot).
"Mars Express" (GKIDS, theaters): A future-set animated noir about a private detective and her android partner on the hunt for a hacker, from filmmaker Jeremie Perin. It will be presented in both its original French and an English dub.
"Catching Fire: The Story of Anita Pallenberg" (Magnolia, theaters and video on demand (VOD)): A documentary that goes beyond the headlines about the actress and muse forever associated with the Rolling Stones.
"Star Wars: Episode I - The Phantom Menace" re-release (Disney, theaters).
May 5
"Steel Magnolias" 35th Anniversary re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
May 9
"Mother of the Bride" (Netflix, streaming): Brooke Shields plays mother to Miranda Cosgrove in this romantic comedy about her daughter's engagement to the son of the man who broke her heart.

    


May 10
"Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes" (20th Century Studios, theaters): Generations after Caesar, apes have become the dominant species in this new installment directed by "Maze Runner" alum Wes Ball. Owen Teague stars as the young ape Noa whose world us upended when an intelligent human ("The Witcher's Freya Allan) arrives.
"Gasoline Rainbow" (MUBI, theaters): Filmmakers Bill and Turner Ross direct this largely improvised road trip film about teenagers in Oregon searching for The Party At The End Of The World.
"Lazareth" (Vertical, theaters and VOD): Ashley Judd stars in this thriller about a woman who adopts her nieces and raises them isolated in the woods.
"Poolman" (Vertical, theaters): Chris Pine's directorial debut, in which he plays a normal Los Angeles guy who's asked to do some sleuthing around a shady business deal, got some scathing reviews out of the Toronto International Film Festival but now's your chance to judge for yourself. Annette Bening, Danny DeVito and Jennifer Jason Leigh also star.

    


"Force of Nature: The Dry 2" (IFC Films, theaters and VOD): Eric Bana is a federal agent investigating a missing corporate whistleblower.
"The Image of You" (Republic Pictures, theaters and VOD): Based on a bestselling thriller about identical twins pulled apart by a new love, with Sasha Pieterse and Mira Sorvino. 
May 17
" IF " (Paramount, theaters): This family film about a girl (Cailey Fleming) and her upstairs neighbor (Ryan Reynolds) who can see all the imaginary friends (aka IFs) who have been left behind was written and directed by John Krasinski. IF voices include Steve Carell, Emily Blunt, Maya Rudolph, Matt Damon and the late Louis Gossett Jr.
" Thelma the Unicorn " (Netflix, streaming): This animated film about a pony whose dreams of becoming a pop star come true was written by "Napoleon Dynamite" duo Jared and Jerusha Hess.
" The Blue Angels " (Amazon/MGM, limited theatrical): If you're looking for some "Top Gun" spectacle at the movies this summer, there's a new documentary shot with IMAX cameras about the Navy's Flight Demonstration Squadron that was filmed over a year. It's getting a week-long IMAX run before hitting Prime Video on May 23. It was directed by Paul Crowder and produced by J.J. Abrams and Glen Powell.
" Back to Black " (Focus Features, theaters): Marisa Abela plays Amy Winehouse in this biographical drama about the "Rehab" singer who died at 27 in 2011. Sam Taylor-Johnson ("Fifty Shades of Grey") directs.
" Babes " (Neon, theaters): "Broad City's" Ilana Glazer co-wrote and stars in this raucous comedy about an accidental pregnancy (and friendship and growing up and body stuff) that got rave reviews out of SXSW.
" The Strangers: Chapter 1 " (Lionsgate, theaters): Masked strangers terrorize a young couple, Madelaine Petsch and Froy Gutierrez, who have to spend a night in a remote cabin after their car breaks down in this horror.
May 19-22
"North By Northwest" 65th Anniversary re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
"Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind" 40th Anniversary re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
"Castle in the Sky" re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
"Darkness of Man" (Saban Films, VOD): Jean Claude Van Damme plays a former Interpol operative.
May 24
" Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga " (Warner Bros., theaters): Buckle up, George Miller is back with another high-octane Mad Max tale focusing this time on a young Furiosa, played by Anya Taylor-Joy, and a warlord named Dementus (Chris Hemsworth). 
" The Garfield Movie " (Sony, theaters): Chris Pratt voices another classic character in this animated film about the feline lasagna enthusiast. 
" Atlas " (Netflix, streaming): Jennifer Lopez is a skeptical data analyst who must learn to trust artificial intelligence to save humanity in this Brad Peyton-directed flick.
" Sight " (Angel Studios, theaters): From the studio behind "Sound of Freedom," the inspirational drama "Sight" is about an eye surgeon who wants to restore a blind child's vision. It stars Terry Chen and Greg Kinnear.
"The Keeper" (Lama Entertainment, theaters): Based on the true story of Army vet George Eshleman, who endeavors to raise awareness about military suicides by hiking the Appalachian trail.
May 31
" Robot Dreams " (Neon, NY theaters; LA on June 7): This Oscar nominated animated charmer, about a dog who builds himself a robot companion, is finally getting a proper theatrical release in the U.S.
" Young Woman and the Sea " (Disney, theaters): Daisy Ridley plays the first woman to swim across the English Channel, Trudy Ederle, who won gold at the Olympics in 1924 and who finished the 21-mile trek in 1926. The inspirational drama arrives just in time for the Summer Olympics.
"Jim Henson: Idea Man" (Disney+, streaming): Ron Howard takes us inside the mind of the man behind "The Muppet Show," and countless other entertainments, in a new documentary.
" Ezra " (Bleecker Street, theaters): A story about a down on his luck father (Bobby Cannavale) fighting to protect his young autistic son (William A. Fitzgerald). Robert De Niro and Whoopi Goldberg co-star in this drama from Tony Goldwyn.
"The Dead Don't Hurt" (Shout! Studios, theaters): Vicky Krieps and Viggo Mortensen play star-crossed lovers in the 1860s American West, divided and fractured when he enlists to fight for the Union and she is left behind to defend herself in a corrupt frontier town.
"Summer Camp" (Roadside Attractions, theaters): Diane Keaton, Kathy Bates and Alfre Woodard are childhood friends who meet again at a camp reunion.
"HAIKYU!! The Dumpster Battle" (Sony Pictures/Crunchyroll, theaters): Already a hit in Japan, this installment in the anime volleyball series finds old nemesis teaming up to defeat a rival high school team.
"Backspot" (XYZ Films, theaters): Devery Jacobs is an ambitious cheerleader and Evan Rachel Woods is her demanding head coach.
"PROTOCOL 7" (Abramorama, theaters): A corporate thriller based on real events about a group who goes up against a pharmaceutical company.
"In a Violent Nature" (IFC, theaters): An undead golem pursues teens on vacation in this horror.
"Flipside" (Oscilliscope, theaters): A documentary about a filmmaker's attempt to revive the New Jersey record store he worked in as a teen.
"Invisible Nation" (Abramorama, theaters): A documentary about Tsai Ing-wen, the first female president of Taiwan.
JUNE MOVIE RELEASES
June 2
"The Muppet Movie" 45th Anniversary re-release (Fathom Events, theaters)
June 7
" Hit Man " (Netflix, streaming): Armed with glowing reviews from the fall festivals, Richard Linklater's "Hit Man" starring Glen Powell is finally coming to Netflix.
" Bad Boys: Ride or Die " (Sony, theaters): Will Smith, in the first major movie he's made since slapping Chris Rock at the 2022 Oscars ("Emancipation had already been filmed by then), reunites with Martin Lawrence for the fourth installment in the "Bad Boys" franchise, which started in 1995.
" The Watchers " (Warner Bros., theaters): Dakota Fanning plays an artist who gets stranded in a forest in western Ireland where mysterious creatures lurk in the night in this film from Ishana Night Shyamalan.
"I Used to be Funny" (Utopia, theaters and VOD): "Bottoms" star Rachel Sennott plays an aspiring stand-up comic in Ally Pankiw's debut.
June 9-12
"The Secret World of Arrietty" re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
"When Marnie Was There" 10th Anniversary re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
June 14
" Inside Out 2" (Disney, theaters): Riley is a teenager now and some new emotions are coming onto the scene to join Joy (Amy Poehler) and the gang, including Anxiety (Maya Hawke), Envy (Ayo Edebiri), Ennui (Adele Exarchopoulos) and Embarrassment (Paul Walter Hauser).
"Treasure" (Bleecker Street, theaters): Lena Dunham and Stephen Fry play father and daughter in this 1990s road-trip movie about a Holocaust survivor on a journey back to his homeland, Poland.
"Ultraman: Rising" (Netflix, streaming): Animator Shannon Tindle ("Kubo and the Two Strings") directs this animated action film about a baseball star/superhero who has to raise the offspring of a foe.
"Tuesday" (A24, theaters): Julia Louis-Dreyfus plays a mother to a teenage daughter who meets death in the form of a talking bird in this fairy tale-esque debut from Daina O. Pusic.
"The Grab" (Magnolia, theaters): A documentary investigation into the run on natural resources by governments, financial investors and private security forces.
"Summer Solstice" (Cartilage Films, theaters): Friends go away for a weekend for the first time after one has transitioned.
June 21
" The Bikeriders " (Focus Features, theaters): Jeff Nichols captures the spirit of a Midwestern motorcycle club in the 1960s in this exciting drama starring Jodie Comer, Austin Butler, Tom Hardy and Mike Faist. It's inspired by Danny Lyon's 1967 photo-book about the Outlaws Motorcycle Club.
"Thelma" (Magnolia, theaters): June Squibb goes on a "Mission: Impossible" style adventure across Los Angeles with Richard Roundtree to try to reclaim her money from a phone scammer in this delightful comedy.
"Janet Planet" (A24, theaters, wide on June 28): Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Annie Baker makes her film debut with this dreamy tale of an 11-year-old girl and her mother in western Massachusetts one summer.
"Kinds of Kindness" (Searchlight Pictures, theaters): Emma Stone's "Poor Things" Oscar is barely in the rearview mirror and she's already back with another Yorgos Lanthimos film, described as a triptych fable. Also starring Jesse Plemons, Willem Dafoe, Margaret Qualley, Hong Chau, Joe Alwyn, Mamoudou Athie and Hunter Schafer.
"Fancy Dance" (Apple, theaters, streaming on June 28): Lily Gladstone stars in this gem about a woman caring for her niece on the Seneca-Cayuga reservation in Oklahoma, the search for her missing sister and the plight of Indigenous women.
"What Remains" (VMI, theaters and VOD): Andrea Riseborough and Stellan Skarsgard star in this movie about an alleged serial killer, his therapist and a detective attempting to solve a cold case.
"She Rises Up" (Abramorama, theaters): This documentary about economic opportunities for women follows subjects in Sri Lanka, Peru and Senegal.
"Bread & Roses" (Apple TV+, streaming): This Jennifer Lawrence-produced documentary sheds light on Afghan women since Kabul fell to the Taliban in 2021.
June 23
"South Park: Bigger, Longer, & Uncut" 25th Anniversary sing-a-long (Fathom Events, theaters).
June 25
"Diane von Furstenberg: Woman In Charge" (Hulu, streaming): The story of the mogul behind the iconic wrap dress, including interviews with the likes of Oprah Winfrey, Marc Jacobs and Hillary Clinton.
"I Am: Celine Dion" (Amazon/MGM, streaming): A behind the scenes look at Celine Dion life now, living with the rare neurological disorder stiff person syndrome. 
June 28
"A Quiet Place: Day One" (Paramount, theaters): "Pig" helmer Michael Sarnoski takes over directing duties for Krasinski in this prequel about the invasion, set in New York City. It stars Lupita Nyong'o and "Stranger Things'" Joseph Quinn.
"Horizon: An American Saga-Chapter I" (Warner Bros., theaters): Kevin Costner's two-part Western epic focuses on the westward expansion during the American Civil War. He co-wrote, directed and stars alongside the likes of Sienna Miller, Sam Worthington and Jena Malone.
"A Family Affair" (Netflix, streaming): Nicole Kidman, Joey King and Zac Efron star in this film about a mother and daughter, a movie star boss and an unexpected romance with comic consequences.
"Last Summer" (Sideshow and Janus Films, theaters): Anne and Pierre's life is lovely in Paris with their daughters, 6 and 8, until her stepson Theo moves in and begins an affair with her in this Catherine Breillat film.
"BLUE LOCK THE MOVIE-EPISIDE NAGI" (Crunchyroll/Sony Pictures): Based on an anime that has sold more than 30 million copies, this feature is set around soccer.
"Daddio" (Sony Pictures Classics, theaters): Dakota Johnson and Sean Penn star in this two-hander about a woman and her taxi driver one night in New York.
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JULY MOVIE RELEASES
July 3-5
"Despicable Me 4" (Universal, theaters): Gru and the minions are back, with a new baby in the mix.
"Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F" (Netflix, streaming): Forty years after Axel Foley crossed jurisdictions to investigate a crime, Eddie Murphy is back for a fourth film, alongside Judge Reinhold and Paul Reiser.
"MaXXXine" (A24, theaters): After "X" and "Pearl," Ti West concludes his unlikely trilogy by bringing Mia Goth's aspiring star Maxine to Los Angeles in 1985 in this highly stylized slasher.
"Touch" (Focus, theaters): Baltasar Kormakur directs a thrilling romance about a widower's search for his first love 50 years after she disappeared.
" Kill " (Roadside Attractions, theaters): Set on the Rajdhani Express to New Delhi, this bloody action thriller stars Lakshya as an army commando who takes on a gang of violent thieves terrorizing passengers while on his way to derail his true love's (Tanya Maniktala) arranged marriage.
"Possum Trot" (Angel Studios, theaters): Based on a true story about 22 families in a small East Texas town who adopt 77 difficult to place children out of the foster system.
"Space Cadet" (Prime Video, streaming): Emma Roberts plays a woman who embellishes an application and lands in NASA's astronaut training program.
July 11
"Tyler Perry's Divorce in the Black" (Prime Video, streaming): Meagan Good stars in this new Tyler Perry joint about a woman realizing the ugly truth about her husband.
July 12
"Fly Me to the Moon" (Sony/Apple TV+, theaters): Scarlett Johansson and Channing Tatum star in this romantic comedy from Greg Berlanti about a marketing executive hired by NASA to fake the moon landing...just in case.
"Sing Sing" (A24, theaters): Colman Domingo stars in this movie about a few incarcerated men who begin acting in a theater group. This fall festival breakout is based on "The Sing Sing Follies" by John H. Richardson and "Breakin' the Mummy's Code" by Brent Buell and co-stars Paul Raci as well as several former prisoners.
"Longlegs" (Neon, theaters): Nicolas Cage and Maika Monroe lead this thriller about an FBI agent assigned to an unsolved case involving a serial killer.
"National Anthem" (Variance Films and LD Entertainment, theaters): Photographer Luke Gilford's directorial debut, about queer rodeo subculture, starring Charlie Plummer.
July 13
"Princes Mononoke" re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
July 19
"Twisters" (Universal, theaters): Daisy Edgar-Jones, Glen Powell and Anthony Ramos lead a new band of storm chasers in this standalone sequel to the 1996 blockbuster directed by Lee Isaac Chung ("Minari," "The Mandalorian") and produced by Steven Spielberg. 
"Skywalkers: A Love Story" (Netflix, streaming): An adventurous couple dream of climbing the world's "last super skyscraper" and performing an acrobatic stunt on top. 
July 21
"The NeverEnding Story" 40th Anniversary re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
July 26
"Deadpool & Wolverine" (Disney, theaters): The Merc with a Mouth (Ryan Reynolds) and the previously dead X-Man (Hugh Jackman) find their way to one another at last, and the Marvel Cinematic Universe, in this Shawn Levy-directed film. There are more rumors than confirmations about what it's even about, and who will be making a cameo, but two things are certain: It's rated R and it's going to be one of the summer's biggest hits.
"Didi" (Focus, theaters): This coming-of-age pic from Sean Wang about a 13-year-old Taiwanese-American kid (Izaac Wang) in the Bay Area on his last summer before high school in 2008 won the audience award at the Sundance Film Festival.
"The Fabulous Four" (Bleecker Street, theaters): Lifelong friends (Susan Sarandon, Megan Mullally and Sheryl Lee Ralph) go to Key West for a wedding (college pal, played by Bette Midler).
AUGUST MOVIE RELEASES
August 2
"The Instigators" (Apple TV+, theaters; Streaming on Aug. 9): Doug Liman directs this comedic heist movie starring Matt Damon, Casey Affleck and Hong Chau. 
"Harold and the Purple Crayon" (Sony, theaters): Many years after Spike Jonze was supposed to adapt the classic 1955 children's book, and several delays with this iteration, the family fantasy film is finally making it to theaters. Starring Zachary Levi as Harold and Lil Rel Howery, it blends animation and live action.
"Kneecap" (Sony Pictures Classics, theaters): Naoise O Caireallain aka "Moglai Bap", Liam Og O Hannaidh aka "Mo Chara", JJ O Dochartaigh aka "DJ Provai", all playing themselves in this film about the titular rap trio from Belfast.
"Cuckoo" (Neon, theaters): Hunter Schaefer stars in this unnerving, blood-soaked thriller set in the German Alps. Dan Stevens plays her father's creepy boss.
August 3
"Ponyo" re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
August 9
"Trap" (Warner Bros., theaters): Josh Hartnett stars in an original thriller from M. Night Shyamalan about a murderer at large inside a massive arena concert.
"It Ends With Us" (Sony, theaters): Blake Lively and Justin Baldoni star in this adaptation of the Colleen Hoover novel about romantic love and childhood trauma.
"The Fire Inside" (Amazon/MGM, theaters): Ryan Destiny plays professional boxer Claressa "T-Rex" Shields in this biographical sports drama from Oscar-nominated cinematographer Rachel Morrison, in her feature debut.
"Borderlands" (Lionsgate, theaters): After a few years of delays, Eli Roth's colorful action-adventure "Borderlands," based on the video game, is barreling to theaters starring Cate Blanchett, Ariana Greenblatt and Kevin Hart.
"My Penguin Friend" (Roadside Attractions, theaters): Based on a true story, a fisherman (Jean Reno) finds hope in a penguin rescued from an oil spill.
"Good One" (Metrograph Pictures, theaters): A 17-year-old (Lily Collias) goes on a backpacking trip in the Catskills with her dad (James Le Gros) and his oldest friend in this poignant coming-of-age drama. India Donaldson's debut was a Sundance breakout.
August 16
"Horizon: An American Saga - Chapter 2" (Warner Bros., theaters): Costner continues the story of the American West with this second chapter, exclusively in movie theaters.
" Alien: Romulus " (20th Century Studios, theaters): The director of "Don't Breathe" helms this terrifying new installment in the Alien series, starring Cailee Spaeny, Isabela Merced and David Jonsson.
"The Union" (Netflix, streaming): Halle Berry and Mark Wahlberg are former high school sweethearts turned spies in this action-comedy-romance.
"Close to You" (Greenwich Entertainment, theaters): Elliot Page plays Sam, who goes to his hometown for the first time since his transition for his father's birthday.
August 23
" Blink Twice " (Amazon/MGM, theaters): Zoe Kravitz makes her directorial debut, with Channing Tatum starring as a tech billionaire who invites a waitress (Naomi Ackie) to his private island where odd things start happening. 
" The Crow " (Lionsgate, theaters): Bill Skarsgard, FKA twigs and Danny Huston star in director Rupert Sanders' reboot of the comic-based series about a dead musician resurrected to avenge his and his fiance's deaths.
" Between the Temples " (Sony Pictures Classics, theaters): Jason Schwartzman and Carol Kane develop an unlikely friendship while she studies to get a late-in-life bat mitzvah.
"Slingshot" (Bleecker Street, theaters): Casey Affleck and Laurence Fishburne star in this sci-fi thriller about an astronaut whose grasp on reality starts to dwindle on a dangerous mission.
"Place of Bones" (The Avenue, theaters and VOD): Heather Graham plays a mother who gets an unexpected visitor at her isolated ranch in a bloodied bank robber.
August 25-28
"Rear Window" 70th Anniversary re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
"Whisper of the Heart" re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
"The Cat Returns" re-release (Fathom Events, theaters).
August 30
"Kraven the Hunter" (Sony, theaters): Deadpool isn't the only R-rated comic book movie on the block this summer. Aaron Taylor-Johnson stars as the titular Marvel villain in this film from J.C. Chandor, co-starring Ariana DeBose and Russell Crowe.
"Reagan" (ShowBiz Direct, theaters): Dennis Quaid plays Ronald Reagan in this childhood to White House biopic, the first full-length film about the 40th U.S. President.
___
For interviews, reviews and more coverage of recent film releases, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/movies
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
2. "A Calamity of Souls" by David Baldacci (Grand Central)
3. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
4. "The Familiar" by Leigh Bardugo (Flatiron)
5. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
6. "Table for Two" by Amor Towles (Viking)
7. "Toxic Prey" by John Sanford (Putnam)
8. "James" by Percival Everett (Doubleday)
9. "The #1 Lawyer" by Patterson/Allen (Little, Brown)
10. "The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store" by James McBride (Riverhead)
11. "Bad Dreams in the Night" by Adam Ellis (Andrews McMeel)
12. "House of Flame and Shadow" by Sarah J. Maas (Bloomsbury)
13. "Close to Death" by Anthony Horowitz (Harper)
14. "First Lie Wins" by Ashley Elston (Viking/Dorman)
15. "A Fate Inked in Blood" by Danielle L. Jensen (Del Rey)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)

    


2. "An Unfinished Love Story" by Doris Kearns Goodwin (Simon & Schuster)
3. "Seriously, So Good" by Carissa Stanton (Simon Element)
4. "Love, Mom" by Nicole Saphier (Broadside)
5. "Knife" by Salman Rushdie (Random House)
6. "Somehow" by Anne Lamott (Riverhead)


7. "The Wide Wide Sea" Hampton Sides (Doubleday)
8. "Briefly Perfectly Human" by Alua Arthur (Mariner)
9. "Financial Literacy for All" by John Hope Bryant (Wiley)
10. "My Beloved Monster" by Caleb Carr (Little, Brown)
11. "Indulge" by Valerie Bertinelli (Harvest)
12. "Practicing the Way" by John Mark Comer (Waterbrook)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

13. "The Wager" by David Grann (Doubleday)
14. "Age of Revolutions" by Fareed Zakaria (Norton)
15. "Pizza Night" by Alexandra Stafford (Clarkson Potter)
_____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Jujutsu Kaisen, Vol. 22" by Gege Akutami (Viz)
2. "Just for the Summer" by Abby Jimenez (Forever)
3. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
4. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
5. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
6. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Book" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)

    


7. ";gracias! / Thank You!" by Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (Planeta)
8. "One by One" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
9. "Wild Love" by Elsie Silver (Bloom)
10. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
11. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Zando)
12. "Bride" by Ali Hazelwood (Berkley)
13. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
14. "The Corpse in the Closet" by Lucy Score (Bloom)
15. "House of Sky and Breath" by Sarah J. Maas (Bloomsbury)
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    [image: FILE - A woman holds a placard with a picture of Iranian woman Mahsa Amini during a protest against her death, in Berlin, Germany, on Sept. 28, 2022. A rapper in Iran who came to fame over his lyrics about the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini and criticizing the Islamic Republic has been reportedly sentenced to death, state media and rights activists said Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- A rapper in Iran who came to fame over his lyrics about the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini and criticizing the Islamic Republic has been sentenced to death, his lawyer and rights activists said Thursday. 
Confusion still surrounds the death sentence issued against 33-year-old metal shop worker Toomaj Salehi, as even Iran's state-run IRNA news agency and its judiciary did not formally confirm it. But the news quickly drew international criticism from the United States and United Nations experts, who pointed at it as a sign of Tehran's continuing crackdown against all dissent following years of mass protests in the country. 
"Art must be allowed to criticize, to provoke, to push the boundaries in any society," a panel of the U.N.'s independent experts on Iran said in a statement Thursday. 
Word first spread Wednesday after a report by Iran's pro-reform Shargh newspaper said Salehi had been given a death sentence by a Revolutionary Court in Isfahan, a central Iranian city recently targeted by an apparent Israeli attack. Revolutionary Courts in Iran often involve closed-door hearings, secret evidence and few rights for those on trial. 

    


Salehi's lawyer, Amir Raisian, told The Associated Press on Thursday that he had received notice of the death sentence against his client. Raisian said he planned to file an appeal. 




Salehi's case stems from Amini's death in 2022 after her arrest by police for not wearing a hijab to their liking. United Nations investigators say Iran was responsible for Amini's death, and that it violently put down largely peaceful protests in a monthslong security crackdown that killed more than 500 people and saw over 22,000 detained.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Salehi rapped about Amini in one video, saying: "Someone's crime was dancing with her hair in the wind." 
In another verse, he predicts the downfall of Iran's theocracy. "Your whole past is dark, the government that took the light out of the eyes. ... We go from the bottom of the pyramid and knock to the top. ... Forty-four years of your government, this is the year of failure."

    


His other songs vulgarly criticized the all-volunteer Basij wing of Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, as well as referencing Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
Salehi initially received a six-year prison sentence, but had been released after Iran's Supreme Court sent the case back to the lower court over flaws in his original sentence. 
Salehi was released on bail, but then arrested again in November after saying in a video message that he was tortured after his arrest in October 2022. State media at the time released a video showing him blindfolded and apologizing for his words, a statement likely made under duress. 
Iran's judiciary did not acknowledge the death sentence, while IRNA referred to "reports" he received it. 
To have a death sentence issued on a reversal of a lesser sentence is highly unusual in Iran, possibly signifying just how serious Iran's theocracy had taken Salehi's remarks. It also comes as other journalists, activists and musicians have been targeted since the "Women, Life, Freedom" demonstrations over Amini. An Iranian singer who won a Grammy presented by U.S. first lady Jill Biden was sentenced to more than three years in prison over his anthem supporting the 2022 protests,

    


Activists immediately criticized the sentence. 
"This grotesque manipulation of the judicial process aims to silence dissent," Hadi Ghaemi of the New York-based Center for Human Rights in Iran said. "Toomaj's imprisonment stems from his vocal advocacy against state oppression. It is imperative that supporters of free speech and dissent unite to demand his immediate release."
The sentencing also drew criticism from Washington.
"This is just another example of the Iranian regime's horrific and pervasive human rights abuses," State Department spokesperson Vedant Patel said Wednesday. "We once again condemn the Iranian regime's ... use of the death sentence as a tool to suppress people's human rights and fundamental freedoms." 
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    [image: This image released by PBS shows actor John Lithgow, right, with Yoli, as they work on a screen print drawing during the filming of "Art Happens Here With John Lithgow," premiering April 26. (Antonio Diaz/PBS SoCal via AP)]
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[image: FILE - John Lithgow poses for a portrait to promote during the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah, on Jan. 28, 2019. Lithgow stars in the new PBS series "Art Happens Here With John Lithgow," premiering April 26. (Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        At 78, John Lithgow's acting career is not slowing down. He appeared in the best picture nominee "Killers of the Flower Moon" and starred with Jeff Bridges in the FX series "The Old Man." Recently, the two-time Academy Award nominee and multiple Emmy, Tony and Golden Globes-winning actor played the new kid in school. He learned dance, ceramics, silk-screen printing and vocal jazz ensemble with Los Angeles-area high school students. It was filmed for "Art Happens Here with John Lithgow," airing Friday on PBS with the goal of promoting arts education.
Lithgow, who has an undergraduate degree from Harvard and was a Fulbright Scholar at the London School of the Arts, spoke with The Associated Press about going back to school.
Answers have been edited for clarity and brevity.
AP: One argument about education is students need to prioritize math and science and learn to code. Arts education is a bonus but not a priority. What do you say to that?
LITHGOW: You've got to get kids excited about learning and eager to get to school. If there is something at school which is entirely theirs, something that is a creative project where they are really and truly expressing themselves...they're going to want to get to school. I think arts education is a huge part of that. I also think sports is a big part of that. 

    


AP: You act. You've performed in comic operas and conducted music. You've written books and paint. For "Art Happens Here," you lean into being a novice, what's the takeaway message?
LITHGOW: Creating a show like this is to try to persuade people just to wake up. I mean, you've got to think about the children, especially after the children have endured two years of a pandemic. Two years of pandemic has been hard on all of this, all of us, but they've been catastrophic for kids. Kids are not used to going to school. They lost two years, and two years in the life of a child is an eternity. 


AP: How did you decide which classes to take?
LITHGOW: I wanted it to be things that I'm not good at or had very little experience with, if any. I didn't want to do any theater. I wanted to do things that were technically difficult. I wanted to insert myself into a situation where I still had a lot to learn or a lot to remember. I wanted to be with a bunch of bright kids who were having a lot of fun with the new kid in class and trying to bring him up to speed. 
AP: What kind of reaction did you get from the students?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

LITHGOW: They weren't particularly dazzled by my presence. Not a lot of them, to my dismay, really knew who I was, until somebody mentioned "Shrek," you know? And that was only my voice. But they were very game, and they were such superb kids. Look, these were kids who had decided to go to ceramics class. They had decided to go to dance class. They had decided to go to the LA County High School of the Arts to study voice. They were serious about what they did, and they knew this was well-intentioned. 

    


AP: What did you think of the experience?
LITHGOW: It was incredible fun. It was very hard work because these were rigorous things. It's not easy showing up to do a documentary every morning for two months, but it's fun. It's a very good thing that we captured my own insecurity. I knew it was important for me to look like the fool and for the kids to look like the experts and...watch me fail and fail until I had a tiny measure of success -- and to try to capture that joy. Because joy is what it was all about.
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    [image: Culture Minister Gennaro Sangiuliano arrives at Quirinal presidential palace to be sworn in, Rome, Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022. Italy's Culture Ministry banned art loans to the Minneapolis Institute of Art, following a long-running dispute with the U.S. museum over the Stabiae Doriforo, a Roman-era marble copy of the ancient-Greece's Doryphoros of Polykleitos, believed to have been looted from Italy almost a half-century ago. The U.S. museum, which bought the Doryphoros in 1986 for $2.5 million, said it purchased the sculpture from art dealer Elie Borowski, only after Italy's claim was denied by the German government and the artwork was imported into the United States. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, file)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Italy's Culture Ministry has banned loans of works to the Minneapolis Institute of Art, following a dispute with the U.S. museum over an ancient marble statue believed to have been looted from Italy almost a half-century ago.
The dispute began in March 2022 when an Italian court ruled that the Minneapolis museum was irregularly in possession of the Stabiae Doriforo, a Roman-era copy of The Doryphoros of Polykleitos, an ancient Greek sculpture.
Rome claims that the sculpture was looted in the 1970s from an archaeological site at Stabiae, an ancient city close to Pompeii that was also covered by lava and ashes when Mount Vesuvius erupted in A.D. 79.
A spokesman for Italy's Culture Ministry confirmed the ban on Wednesday.
In February 2022, Italian prosecutors issued an international warrant for the artwork to be impounded and returned. At a news conference earlier this year, Nunzio Fragliasso, chief prosecutor at the Torre Annunziata court, said they were "still awaiting a response."

    


In 1984, while the work was on display in a German museum, Italy initiated a legal proceeding to claim it. The claim was denied in 1986. The U.S. museum, which bought the statue in 1986 for $2.5 million, said it was purchased from art dealer Elie Borowski and imported into the United States.




"Since that time, the work has been publicly displayed and extensively published," the Minneapolis museum said in a statement. "While it takes issue with recent press reports regarding the Doryphoros, Mia (the museum) believes that the media is not an appropriate forum to address unproven allegations."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The museum asserted that it has always acted "responsibly and proactively" with respect to claims related to its collection. However, it added, "where proof has not been provided, as well as where Mia has evidence reasonably demonstrating that a claim is not supported, Mia has declined to transfer the work."
The museum called Italy's new ban on loans "contrary to decades of exchanges between museums."
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    [image: A man looks at the painting 'Portrait of Fraulein Lieser' by Austrian painter Gustav Klimt prior to an auction, in Vienna, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. A portrait of a young woman by Gustav Klimt that was long believed to be lost has been sold at an auction in Vienna for 30 million euros ($32 million). The Austrian modernist artist started work on the ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 5 | A man looks at the painting 'Portrait of Fraulein Lieser' by Austrian painter Gustav Klimt prior to an auction, in Vienna, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. A portrait of a young woman by Gustav Klimt that was long believed to be lost has been sold at an auction in Vienna for 30 million euros ($32 million). The Austrian modernist artist started work on the "Portrait of Fraulein Lieser" in 1917, the year before he died, and it is one of his last works. (AP Photo/Christian Bruna)
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[image: Auctioneer Michael Kovacek declares the sale of the painting 'Portrait of Fraulein Lieser' by Austrian painter Gustav Klimt during an auction, in Vienna, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. A portrait of a young woman by Gustav Klimt that was long believed to be lost has been sold at an auction in Vienna for 30 million euros ($32 million). The Austrian modernist artist started work on the ]
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[image: Attendees take photographs of the painting 'Portrait of Fraulein Lieser' by Austrian painter Gustav Klimt during an auction, in Vienna, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. A portrait of a young woman by Gustav Klimt that was long believed to be lost has been sold at an auction in Vienna for 30 million euros ($32 million). The Austrian modernist artist started work on the ]
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                                        VIENNA (AP) -- A portrait of a young woman by Gustav Klimt that was long believed to be lost was sold at an auction in Vienna on Wednesday for 30 million euros ($32 million).
The Austrian modernist artist started work on the "Portrait of Fraulein Lieser" in 1917, the year before he died, and it is one of his last works. Bidding started at 28 million euros, and the sale price was at the lower end of an expected range of 30-50 million euros. 
The painting went to a bidder from Hong Kong, who wasn't identified.
The Im Kinsky auction house said that "a painting of such rarity, artistic significance, and value has not been available on the art market in Central Europe for decades."
The intensely colored painting was auctioned on behalf of the current owners, Austrian private citizens whose names weren't released, and the legal heirs of Adolf and Henriette Lieser, one of whom is believed to have commissioned the painting. It's not entirely clear which member of the Lieser family was the model.

    


Klimt left the painting, with small parts unfinished, in his studio when he died of a stroke in early 1918 and it was given to the family who had commissioned it, according to the auction house.




The Jewish family fled Austria after 1930 and lost most of their possessions.
It's unclear exactly what happened to the painting between 1925 and the 1960s, a period that includes the Nazi dictatorship. Austria was annexed by Nazi Germany in 1938.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The auction house says there is no evidence that the painting was confiscated then, but also no proof that it wasn't. It ended up with the current owners through three successive inheritances. 
In view of the uncertainty, an agreement was drawn up with the current owners and the Liesers' heirs to go forward with the sale under the Washington Principles, which were drafted in 1998 to assist in resolving issues related to returning Nazi-confiscated art. 
The auction house said it was very happy with Wednesday's result.
The sale price was an art auction record for Austria. The highest price previously paid at an auction in the country was just over 7 million euros for a work by Frans Francken the Younger in 2010.
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    [image: A family visiting from Sarasota watches the solar eclipse at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla., Monday, April 8, 2024. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- For the first time in more than a year, the monthly board meeting of Walt Disney World's governing district on Wednesday was back to being what many municipal government forums often are -- boring.
There were no rants against Disney by the board's chairman nor demands by local opponents for board members appointed by Gov. Ron DeSantis to resign immediately. Instead, board members approved contracts for the installation of pipelines for chilled water, sediment removal, the replacement of a wastewater lift pump and the removal of compost waste.
What made this meeting different from most during the past year or so was that it came a month after Disney and DeSantis' board appointees reached a deal to end their state court lawsuits over DeSantis' takeover of the district. The district provides municipal services such as firefighting, planning and mosquito control, among other things, for the theme park resort. 

    


"We're doing the people's business," said Charbel Barakat, the board's vice chair.
Not even a group of Disney supporters who regularly speak out against DeSantis' board appointees bothered to show up during the public comment period on Wednesday.




Until last year's takeover of the governing district, it had been controlled for the entirety of its five decades by Disney supporters.
The takeover by DeSantis and the Republican-led Legislature was sparked by Disney's opposition to Florida's so-called Don't Say Gay law, which bans classroom lessons on sexual orientation and gender identity in early grades. DeSantis championed the 2022 law and repeatedly took shots at Disney in speeches until he suspended his presidential campaign.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lawsuits in federal and state courts followed. The state lawsuits have been dismissed, and the federal lawsuit is on hold pending further negotiations over agreements between Disney and the DeSantis appointees.

    


During Wednesday's board meeting, the only reference to the lawsuits was a housekeeping matter that resulted from the deal. Board members approved an amendment to a labor services agreement, shortening it to 2028 instead of 2032.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on X, formerly known as Twitter: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Two novels that tell complex and surprising stories of migration are among six finalists for the 2024 Women's Prize for Fiction.
U.S.-French writer Aube Rey Lescure's debut novel "River East, River West" depicts west to east immigration through the story of Americans in China, while British author Isabella Hammad's "Enter Ghost" charts a Shakespearean actress's complicated return to her Palestinian homeland.
The shortlist announced Wednesday for the 30,000 pound ($37,000) award includes two Irish writers: Claire Kilroy, for her story of motherhood, "Soldier, Sailor," and Anne Enright for multigenerational saga "The Wren, The Wren."
Australia's Kate Grenville, a previous Women's Prize winner, makes the list with her eighth novel, historical adventure "Restless Dolly Maunder." U.S. writer V. V. Ganeshananthan is nominated for her second novel, "Brotherless Night," set during Sri Lanka's civil war.

    


Founded in 1996, the prize is open to female English-language writers from any country. Past winners include Zadie Smith, Tayari Jones and Barbara Kingsolver, who won last year for "Demon Copperhead."




This year, awards organizers launched a companion Women's Prize for Nonfiction to help rectify an imbalance in publishing. In 2022, only 26.5% of nonfiction books reviewed in Britain's newspapers were by women, and male writers dominated established nonfiction writing prizes.
The winners of both fiction and nonfiction prizes will be crowned at a ceremony in London on June 13.
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    [image: FILE - A pregnant woman stands for a portrait in Dallas, Thursday, May 18, 2023. According to provisional statistics for 2023 released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Thursday, April 25, 2024, U.S. births fell last year, in a substantial drop marking an apparent end to pandemic-related fluctuations and a return to a long-standing national decline. A little under 3.6 million babies were born in the U.S. last year, about 76,000 fewer than the year before. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. births fell last year, resuming a long national slide.
A little under 3.6 million babies were born in 2023, according to provisional statistics released Thursday by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. That's about 76,000 fewer than the year before and the lowest one-year tally since 1979.
U.S. births were slipping for more than a decade before COVID-19 hit, then dropped 4% from 2019 to 2020. They ticked up for two straight years after that, an increase experts attributed, in part, to pregnancies that couples had put off amid the pandemic's early days. 
But "the 2023 numbers seem to indicate that bump is over and we're back to the trends we were in before," said Nicholas Mark, a University of Wisconsin researcher who studies how social policy and other factors influence health and fertility.

    
        
    
Birth rates have long been falling for teenagers and younger women, but rising for women in their 30s and 40s -- a reflection of women pursuing education and careers before trying to start families, experts say. But last year, birth rates fell for all women younger than 40, and were flat for women in their 40s. 

    


Mark called that development surprising and said "there's some evidence that not just postponement is going on." 
Rates fell across almost all racial and ethnic groups.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US births fell last year, marking an end to the late pandemic rebound, experts say.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on the declining birth rate in the U.S.

    

The numbers released Thursday are based on more than 99.9% of the birth certificates filed in 2023, but they are provisional and the final birth count can change as they are finalized. For example, the provisional 2022 birth count appeared to show a dip, but ended up being higher than 2021's tally when the analysis was completed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There could be an adjustment to the 2023 data, but it won't be enough to erase the "sizeable" decline seen in the provisional numbers, said the CDC's Brady Hamilton, the new report's first author.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Experts have wondered how births might be affected by the June 2022 U.S. Supreme Court decision that allowed states to ban or restrict abortion. Experts estimate that nearly half of pregnancies are unintended, so limits to abortion access could affect the number of births.

    


The new report indicates that the decision didn't lead to a national increase in births, but the researchers didn't analyze birth trends in individual states or dissect data among all demographic groups.
The new data does raise the possibility of an impact on teens. The U.S. teen birth rate has been falling decades, but the decline has been less dramatic in recent years, and the drop seems to have stopped for teen girls ages 15 to 17.
"That could be Dobbs," said Dr. John Santelli, a Columbia University professor of population and family health and pediatrics. Or it could be related to changes in sex education or access to contraception, he added. 
Whatever the case, the flattening of birth rates for high school students is worrisome and indicates that "whatever we're doing for kids in middle and high school is faltering," Santelli said.
More findings from the report:
--From 2022 to 2023, the provisional number of births fell 5% for American Indian and Alaska Native women, 4% for Black women, 3% for white women and 2% for Asian American women. Births rose 1% for Hispanic women.

    


--The percentage of babies born preterm held about steady.
--The cesarean section birth rate rose again, to 32.4% of births. Some experts worry that C-sections are done more often than medically necessary.
--The U.S. was once among only a few developed countries with a fertility rate that ensured each generation had enough children to replace itself -- about 2.1 kids per woman. But it's been sliding, and in 2023 dropped to about 1.6, the lowest rate on record. 
Surveys suggest many U.S. couples would prefer to have two or more kids but see housing, job security and the cost of child care as significant obstacles to having more children. 
"There's something getting in the way of them being able to achieve those goals," Mark said.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: FILE - Granulated sugar is poured using a spoon, Sept. 12, 2016, in Philadelphia. New York City residents may soon see warning labels next to sugary foods and drinks in chain restaurants and coffee shops, under a law set to go into effect later in 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New York City residents may soon see warning labels next to sugary foods and drinks in chain restaurants and coffee shops, under a law set to go into effect later this year. 
The rule requires food businesses with 15 storefronts or more to post a warning icon -- a black and white spoon loaded with sugar -- next to menu items containing at least 50 grams of added sugar.
Businesses will also have to post the following written label to accompany the logo: "Warning: indicates that the added sugar content of this item is higher than the total daily recommended limit of added sugar for a 2,000 calorie diet (50g). Eating too many added sugars can contribute to type 2 diabetes and weight gain."
The city's health department posted its proposed rule language last week and set a public hearing for late May. City officials and Mayor Eric Adams, a Democrat, approved the law last year. The rule is scheduled to go into effect June 19 for prepackaged food items and Dec. 1 for other items. 

    


Asked about the policy in a 1010 WINS radio interview Thursday, Adams said, "We have an obligation and responsibility as a city, not only to react to the healthcare crisis, but to be proactive to prevent some of the healthcare issues. Sugar is one of the leading causes of health-related items and issues and diseases."




"I say over and over again in my personal journey of health, "Food is medicine," said Adams, a self-styled healthy eater who has claimed to be vegan but admitted he sometimes eats fish. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The incoming rule isn't a New York City mayor's first foray into public health policy. 
Former Mayor Michael Bloomberg got artificial trans fat banned from chain restaurants and required chains to post calorie counts on menus. He also banned smoking indoors at restaurants and bars. Bill de Blasio, the mayor before Adams, pushed a rule to notify customers of high sodium in foods.
Critics of such regulations have long argued that officials are turning the city into a "nanny state." 
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                    The Los Angeles Police Department said more than 90 people were arrested Wednesday during a day of Gaza War protests at the University of Southern California.
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    [image: University of Southern California protesters fight with University Public Safety officers as they try to remove tents at the campus' Alumni Park during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: University of Southern California protesters push and shove University Public Safety officers as tempers get heated during a pro-Palestinian occupation on the University of Southern California campus Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: A University of Southern California protester is detained by USC Department of Public Safety officers during a pro-Palestinian occupation at the campus' Alumni Park on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: A University of Southern California protester, right, confronts a University Public Safety officer at the campus' Alumni Park during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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A University of Southern California protester is detained by USC Department of Public Safety officers during a pro-Palestinian occupation at the campus' Alumni Park on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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[image: University of Southern California protesters carry a tents around Alumni Park on the campus of the University of Southern California to keep security from removing them during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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University of Southern California protesters carry a tents around Alumni Park on the campus of the University of Southern California to keep security from removing them during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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[image: University of Southern California protester raises an anti war sign in Alumni Park on the campus of the University of Southern California during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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[image: University of Southern California protesters carry a tent around Alumni Park on the University of Southern California to keep security from removing it during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]
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University of Southern California protesters carry a tent around Alumni Park on the University of Southern California to keep security from removing it during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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[image: University of Southern California protesters carry a tents around Alumni Park on the University of Southern California to keep security from removing them during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 25 | University of Southern California protesters carry a tents around Alumni Park on the University of Southern California to keep security from removing them during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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University of Southern California protesters carry a tents around Alumni Park on the University of Southern California to keep security from removing them during a pro-Palestinian occupation on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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[image: Student protestors erected approximately 20 tents on Parrish Beach by Clothier Hall at Swarthmore College in Swarthmore, Pa. on Tuesday, April 23, 2024. (Monica Herndon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]
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[image: A woman is arrested at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: State troopers try to break up a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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[image: Students participate in a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 25 | Students participate in a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: A woman is arrested at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | A woman is arrested at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: Pro-Palestinian protesters face off with mounted state troopers at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | Pro-Palestinian protesters face off with mounted state troopers at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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Pro-Palestinian protesters face off with mounted state troopers at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: A pro-Palestinian protester faces off with state troopers at the University of Texas Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)]
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A pro-Palestinian protester faces off with state troopers at the University of Texas Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: A pro-Palestinian protester walks past pro-Israel protesters at the University of Texas Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | A pro-Palestinian protester walks past pro-Israel protesters at the University of Texas Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)/Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cally, a former UT student, faces off with a mounted state trooper at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | Cally, a former UT student, faces off with a mounted state trooper at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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Cally, a former UT student, faces off with a mounted state trooper at a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: A woman raises a fist during a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | A woman raises a fist during a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 25
A woman raises a fist during a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin. (Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: A Palestinian flag is displayed at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | A Palestinian flag is displayed at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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[image: A woman is arrested at a pro-Palestinan protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | A woman is arrested at a pro-Palestinan protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: Texas state troopers in riot gear try to break up a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | Texas state troopers in riot gear try to break up a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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Texas state troopers in riot gear try to break up a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman via AP)
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[image: Signs are displayed on tents at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | Signs are displayed on tents at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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Signs are displayed on tents at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Student protesters hold up sheets as others pray at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 25 | Student protesters hold up sheets as others pray at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People sit outside tents at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 25 | People sit outside tents at the pro-Palestinian demonstration encampment at Columbia University in New York on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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                                        Student protests over the Israel-Hamas war have popped up on an increasing number of college campuses following last week's arrest of more than 100 demonstrators at Columbia University. 
By Thursday, police in Boston and Los Angeles said they had arrested protesters at schools in those cities and at least one university announced that it had closed its campus. Protests on Wednesday on the campuses of at least two universities involved clashes with police, while another university shut down its campus for the rest of the week.
The students are calling for universities to separate themselves from any companies that are advancing Israel's military efforts in Gaza -- and in some cases from Israel itself.
Protests on many campuses have been orchestrated by coalitions of student groups. The groups largely act independently, though students say they're inspired by peers at other universities.

    


A look at protests on campuses in recent days:
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
Pro-Palestinian student protesters set up a tent encampment at the Ivy League university in New York last week. Police first tried to clear the encampment on Thursday, when they arrested more than 100 protesters. But the move backfired, acting as an inspiration for other students across the country and motivating protesters at Columbia to regroup. 




University officials said early Wednesday that they were extending a deadline for protesters to clear out. They said the demonstrators had committed to removing a significant number of tents and agreed that only students would remain at the encampment. They also said they would make the encampment more welcoming by banning any discriminatory language or harassing messages. The encampment on the upper Manhattan campus appeared calm and a little smaller on Wednesday morning.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson visited Columbia on Wednesday to meet with Jewish students over concerns about antisemitism on college campuses. Johnson said Israel and Jewish students on campus will not stand alone. Protesters nearby said they couldn't hear him and he responded, "Enjoy your free speech."

    


THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
Dozens of police officers and state troopers, including some on horseback and holding batons, forcefully arrested more than two dozen student protesters and a local news photographer at the University of Texas at Austin Wednesday after university officials and the governor called authorities.
Protesters said they had planned a walkout and march to the main campus lawn, where students would occupy the space and host events throughout the afternoon. But the university said in a statement that it would "not tolerate disruptions" like those at other campuses. 
Fifty-seven people were jailed and charged with criminal trespass Wednesday following the protest, according to a spokeswoman for the Travis County Sheriff's Office. The Travis County Attorney's Office received several cases resulting from the demonstration and reviewed them after defense attorneys expressed concerns, spokeswoman Diana Melendez said in a statement Thursday. The county attorney's office and the court agreed there were deficiencies in the probable cause affidavits and ordered the release of those arrested, according to the statement. The office said it will continue to review all cases to "determine whether prosecution is factually and legally appropriate." 

    


Gov. Greg Abbott said on X that the protesters belong in jail, and that any student who joins what he called hate-filled, antisemitic protests at any public college or university in the state should be expelled.
A photographer covering the demonstration for local Fox affiliate, Fox 7 Austin, was among those arrested after being caught in a push-and-pull between law enforcement and students. The station confirmed the arrest in its online story. Another journalist was knocked down in the mayhem and was seen bleeding before police helped him to emergency medical staff, who bandaged his head.
In a statement, University President Jay Hartzell said that peaceful protests within the university's rules are acceptable but that breaking the rules and disrupting others' ability to learn are not allowed. 

    


"Our rules matter, and they will be enforced," his statement said. "Our University will not be occupied."
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
The Los Angeles Police Department said more than 90 people were arrested Wednesday night during a protest at the University of Southern California for alleged trespassing. One person was arrested for alleged assault with a deadly weapon. LAPD Capt. Kelly Muniz told reporters that there was an altercation in one part of the protest area, but she did not have specific details of the alleged assault. There were no reports of injuries. The university posted on X on Wednesday that it had closed campus and that police would arrest people who did not leave.
Earlier in the day police removed several tents, then got into a back-and-forth tent tugging match with protesters before falling back. At one point, USC police detained a man and put him in a vehicle. A crowd surrounded the car and chanted "Let him go!" and the officers eventually did so. The man waved at demonstrators to indicate they should return to the park. 

    


THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
Two pro-Palestinian students participating in a protest on campus were arrested Tuesday and charged with criminal trespassing, after "repeated warnings to be quiet," said university spokesperson Ben Johnson.
About 50 protesters had gathered at a campus amphitheater to share stories about their connections to the Palestinian people before marching. While stopping at a building on the university's medical campus, two individuals became "disruptive," Johnson said. Per university policy, the students who were arrested will be referred to the student conduct office.
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
Trying to stay ahead of protests, Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts, locked most gates into its famous Harvard Yard ahead of classes Monday and limited access to those with school identification. The school also posted signs warning against setting up tents or tables on campus without permission. Those efforts didn't stop protesters from setting up a camp with 14 tents Wednesday, which came after a rally against the university's suspension of the Harvard Undergraduate Palestine Solidarity Committee.
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, HUMBOLDT
Protesters at the university used furniture, tents, chains and zip ties to block entrances to an academic and administrative building on Monday. Protesters chanted, "We are not afraid of you!" before officers in riot gear pushed into them at the building's entrance, video shows. University officials closed the campus through this weekend, saying instruction would continue to be remote. They said in a statement Tuesday that students had occupied a second building and three students had been arrested. On Wednesday, officials said some unidentified people who were not students were also inside one of the occupied buildings. Humboldt is located about 300 miles (480 kilometers) north of San Francisco.
On Thursday, the university said protesters continued to occupy the two buildings on campus and it was making contingency plans, including possibly keeping campus closed beyond Sunday.
EMERSON COLLEGE
Boston Police said Thursday that 108 people were arrested at an encampment at Emerson College. Police said four officers suffered injuries that weren't considered life-threatening. Those arrested were expected to appear in Boston Municipal Court.
On Tuesday, about 80 students and other supporters at Emerson College occupied a busy courtyard on the downtown Boston campus. College officials warned the students on Wednesday that some of the protesters were in violation of city ordinances, including by blocking a right-of-way and fire hydrants, and violating noise laws. The school said the alley where some protesters have set up tents is owned by the city, and Boston police have warned of imminent law enforcement action. The college said in a statement that campus police were offering escort services for students after officials received credible reports of some protesters engaging in "targeted harassment and intimidation of Jewish supporters of Israel."
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
At New York University, an encampment set up by students swelled to hundreds of protesters earlier this week. Police on Wednesday said that 133 protesters had been taken into custody. They said all were released with summonses to appear in court on disorderly conduct charges.
EMORY UNIVERSITY
Atlanta police and Georgia state troopers dismantled a camp on Emory University's quadrangle Thursday morning, with Associated Press journalists counting at least 17 people detained.
University police had ordered several dozen demonstrators who set up tents on the campus early Thursday morning to leave, according to Emory spokeswoman Laura Diamond. She said in an email to The Associated Press that the group "trespassed" onto the private school.
"These individuals are not members of our community," Diamond said. "They are activists attempting to disrupt our university as our students finish classes and prepare for finals."
A long line of officers surrounded the encampment of about three dozen tents after 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, as protesters chanted slogans supporting Palestinians and opposing a public safety training center being built in Atlanta. The two movements are closely entwined in Atlanta, where there has been years of "Stop Cop City" activism that has included a fringe of anarchist attacks on property and the killing by state troopers of a protester who was occupying the site.
When officers in tactical gear began detaining people, some submitted, but others physically pushed back. Those who were detained were handcuffed with zip ties and loaded into a police transport van. Video shows officers at least once used an electrical stun gun on a protester who was handcuffed on the ground.
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
An encampment at the center of the University of Michigan campus in Ann Arbor had grown to about 40 tents on Tuesday. Almost every student there wore a mask, which was handed to them when they entered. Student protesters declined to identify themselves to reporters, saying they feared retribution by the university. One student stood near the encampment passing out small flags of Israel, saying he didn't want Jewish students walking through campus to only see the protesters.
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar attended a protest at the University of Minnesota on Tuesday, hours after nine demonstrators were arrested when police took down an encampment in front of the library. Hundreds had rallied to demand their release. Omar's daughter was among the protesters arrested at Columbia last week. 
On Wednesday, more than 80 professors and assistant professors signed a letter calling on the University of Minnesota's president to drop any charges, lift any ban on the arrestees' presence on campus and to allow future encampments.
YALE UNIVERSITY
Police arrested 48 protesters, including four who were not students, after they refused to leave an encampment on a plaza at the center of Yale University's campus in New Haven, Connecticut, on Monday.
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY
Protesters at the University of California, Berkeley, had set up about 30 tents as of Tuesday.
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    [image: Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange shortly after the opening bell, Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are tumbling Thursday after a dispiriting cocktail of data suggested both that the economy's growth is flagging and that inflation remains stubbornly high. A sharp drop for Meta Platforms, one of Wall Street's most influential stocks, also dragged the market lower.
The S&P 500 was down 0.8% in afternoon trading, erasing the majority of what had been a big winning week so far. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 479 points, or 1.3%, as of 12:52 p.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 1.2% lower.
Meta Platforms, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, dropped 11.5% even though it reported better profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. Investors focused instead on big investments in artificial intelligence Meta pledged to make. AI has created a frenzy on Wall Street, but Meta is increasing its spending when it also gave a forecasted range for upcoming revenue whose midpoint fell below analysts' expectations.

    


Expectations had built very high for Meta, along with the other "Magnificent Seven" stocks that drove most of the stock market's returns last year. They need to hit a high bar to justify their high stock prices.




The entire U.S. stock market felt the pressure of another jump in Treasury yields following the disappointing data on the U.S. economy. The report shot directly at one of the main beliefs that sent the S&P 500 to multiple records this year: The economy can avoid a deep recession and support strong profits for companies, even if high inflation takes a while to fully get under control. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That's what Wall Street calls a "soft landing" scenario, and expectations had grown recently even for a "no landing" where the economy avoids a recession entirely. 
But Thursday's report suggested the U.S. economy's growth slowed during the first three months of 2024 to a 1.6% annual rate from 3.4% at the end of 2023. 

    


That was weaker than expected and would have been disappointing by itself. Making it worse for financial markets, the report also said inflation was hotter during the three months than economists forecast. That could tie the hands of the Federal Reserve, which normally juices sluggish economies by cutting interest rates.
Thursday's economic data will likely get revised a couple times as the U.S. government fine-tunes the numbers. But the lower-than-expected growth and higher-than-expected inflation is "a bit of a slap in the face to those hoping for a 'no landing' scenario," said Brian Jacobsen, chief economist at Annex Wealth Management.
"Things can change a lot from one quarter to the next, so it's too early to say the Fed has failed, but this doesn't help their cause."
Treasury yields climbed immediately after the economic report's release as traders pared bets for cuts to rates this year by the Federal Reserve.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury jumped to 4.70% from 4.66% just before the report and from 4.65% late Wednesday. The two-year Treasury yield, which more closely tracks expectations for the Fed, jumped back to the edge of 5% from 4.93% late Wednesday.

    


Traders are now largely betting on the possibility of just one or maybe two cuts to interest rates this year by the Fed, if any, according to data from CME Group. They came into the year forecasting six or more after inflation cooled notably into the end of 2023. A string of reports this year showing inflation remaining hotter than forecast has crushed those expectations.
Top Fed officials themselves have said recently they could hold interest rates high for a while before getting full confidence inflation is heading down toward their target. The Fed has been keeping its main interest rate at the highest level since 2001. High interest rates slow the overall economy and hurt prices for investments.
With interest rates looking to stay high for a while, more pressure is on companies to deliver bigger profits. 
Southwest Airlines fell 7.3% after the carrier reported worse results for the first quarter than analysts expected. CEO Robert Jordan said the airline was reacting quickly "to address our financial underperformance" and cope with delayed deliveries of new planes from Boeing. It will limit hiring, offer voluntary leave to employees and stop flying to four airports. 

    


Textron tumbled 11.1% after the maker of Bell helicopters and Cessna jets reported weaker profit and revenue than forecast. Caterpillar sank 6.5% despite reporting stronger profit than expected. Its revenue for the latest quarter fell short of analysts' expectations. 
IBM fell 9.2% even though it also reported stronger profit than expected. Its revenue likewise failed to meet analysts' forecasts, as it said it was buying HashiCorp in a deal valuing the multi-cloud infrastructure automation company at $6.4 billion.
Carrier Global jumped 7.3% after reporting stronger earnings than expected after wringing more operating profit out of each $1 in revenue.
In stock markets abroad, Japan's Nikkei 225 slid 2.2% as investors wait to hear whether the Bank of Japan will make any moves to prop up the tumbling value of the yen.
Indexes were mixed elsewhere in Asia and Europe. 
___
AP Business Writers Yuri Kageyama and Matt Ott contributed. 
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A man who sped through a red light in Kansas City and crashed into a patrol car has been sentenced to 10 years in prison for involuntary manslaughter in the deaths of an officer and a bystander. 
Jerron Lightfoot, 20, of Tonganoxie, Kansas, said he was "truly sorry and never intended to hurt anyone" before he was sentenced Wednesday. 
The Feb. 15, 2023, crash killed Officer James Muhlbauer, who was 42, Jesse Eckes, who was 52, and Muhlbauer's police dog, Champ.
Police determined that Lightfoot sped up to nearly 90 mph just two seconds before hitting Muhlbauer's car on the driver's side. The impact sent the car crashing into Eckes, who was sitting on a concrete barrier. 
Lightfoot, who initially blamed his brakes, entered a guilty plea this February in which prosecutors agreed to recommend no more than 10 years in prison. 

    


Eckes' sister, Mandi Dunbar, argued against sentencing Lightfoot to prison, saying her brother was in and out of jail during his life. She said his life might have turned out better if he had been given a chance when he was younger.
But family and friends of Muhlbauer, a celebrated officer and father of three, sought the maximum sentence.
The hearing ended with Lightfoot handcuffed and led out of the courtroom, which was packed with friends and family, along with uniformed officers. 
"Currently, I don't think I can forgive him, maybe in time," Muhlbauer's widow, Cassie Muhlbauer said outside the courthouse.
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    [image: FILE - This undated family photo shows David Schultz with his two sons. The body of an Iowa trucker who went missing just before Thanksgiving has been found, according to his wife. The Iowa Department of Public Safety said Wednesday, April 25, 2024, that a body was found in a farm field near where David Schultz's semi was found parking on a two-lane highway. (Family photo via AP)]
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[image: Jake Rowley consoles Sarah Schultz, the wife of Wall Lake truck driver David Schultz, while talking about the discovery of her husband's body on Wednesday during a news conference Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Sac City, Iowa. David Schultz had been missing since Nov. 21, 2023, when his truck was found parked on Sac County Road N-14. (Tim Hynds/Sioux City Journal via AP)]
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                                        A body believed to be that of a missing truck driver has been found in a northwest Iowa field not far from where his abandoned rig was discovered on an isolated highway just before Thanksgiving , but details of his death remain a mystery.
The Iowa Department of Public Safety said someone in his field discovered a body Wednesday, near where 53-year-old David Schultz's semi was found parked in the middle of the road on Nov. 21.
The DPS didn't identify the body as that of Schultz and said in a news release that a forensic autopsy was planned. But Schultz's wife, Sarah, told reporters on Thursday that the person found was wearing boots that matched her husband's, and his keys were found in the pants pocket.
The discovery, she said, brought a mixture of relief and sorrow.
"I'm glad we know where he is now," Sarah Schultz said. "There's still a lot of questions. Things don't make sense."

    


Schultz, of Wall Lake, Iowa, left home late on the night of Nov. 20 to pick up a load of pigs from a hog confinement near Eagle Grove, Iowa. He was expected to deliver the pigs the next morning to a livestock dealer in Sac City, Iowa, a small farming town about 90 miles (145 km) northwest of Des Moines. When he didn't show up, no one could get him on the phone.




Sarah Schultz reported him missing and the truck was found later that afternoon, less than 10 miles (6.2 km) northeast of his destination. The pigs were still in the trailer. Schultz's wallet and phone were inside his rig. His jacket was on the roadside.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jake Rowley, the regional team leader of United Cajun Navy, a nonprofit search-and-rescue organization that helped with the search, said local law enforcement agencies searched the area where the body was found immediately after Schultz went missing, including with drones. More than 250 volunteers searched an additional 100,000 acres.
An unanswered question, Rowley said, was whether the the body "was there the entire time," or if it was recently moved to the spot where it was found.
Sarah Schultz described her husband as a devoted family man who stressed to his kids the importance of being respectful and working hard.
"He was such a good father," Sarah Schultz said. "It's not fair."
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    [image: A bulk carrier moves through a newly opened deep-water channel in Baltimore after being stuck in the harbor since the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapsed four weeks ago, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: A Coast Guard vessel passes the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People are seen on the container ship Dali that lays under the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge lays, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: Salvage work continues on the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- The first cargo ship passed through a newly opened deep-water channel in Baltimore on Thursday after being stuck in the harbor since the Francis Scott Key Bridge collapsed four weeks ago, halting most maritime traffic through the city's port. 
The Balsa 94, a bulk carrier sailing under a Panama flag, passed through the new 35-foot (12-meter) channel headed for St. John, Canada. 
Its voyage marked an important step in the ongoing cleanup and recovery effort as salvage crews have been working around the clock to clear thousands of tons of mangled steel and concrete from the entrance to Baltimore's harbor. 
The ship is one of five stranded vessels expected to pass through the new, temporary channel, including one loaded car carrier. Other ships are scheduled to enter the port, which normally processes more cars and farm equipment than any other in the country.

    


On Thursday morning, the vessel moved through the channel guided by two tug boats, one in front and one behind. It passed in between red and green buoys marking the channel's boundaries and glided slowly by the wreckage of the bridge and the grounded Dali, the massive container ship that caused the collapse when it slammed into one of the bridge's support columns. 




Pieces of the fallen bridge are still blocking other parts of the port's main channel, which has a controlling depth of 50 feet (15 meters), enough to accommodate some of the largest cargo and cruise ships. Officials have prioritized opening a temporary channel deep enough for large commercial vessels to pass through in hopes of easing the economic impacts of the collapse. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Balsa 94 is expected to arrive in Canada on Monday.
The Dali lost power and veered off course shortly after leaving the Port of Baltimore bound for Sri Lanka last month. Six members of a roadwork crew -- all Latino immigrants from Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras -- plunged to their deaths in the collapse. Four bodies have been recovered from the underwater wreckage while two remain missing.

    


A memorial for the victims near the south end of the bridge has grown in recent weeks. It now includes six large wooden crosses decorated with flags from the victims' home countries and other personal items, including the hardhats and work boots that allowed them to provide for their families and chase the American dream. A painted canvas backdrop displays abstract scenes from the bridge collapse and salvage efforts as well as handwritten notes from the men's loved ones. 
"We want to send a message to the world that we're here and we care," said the artist, Roberto Marquez, who was visiting the memorial late Thursday morning. "We will be here working until they are all recovered." 
The new channel will remain open until Monday or Tuesday. It will close again until roughly May 10 while crews work to remove steel from the Dali and refloat the ship, which will then be guided back into the port, officials said earlier this week. 
The 35-foot depth is a substantial increase over the three other temporary channels established in recent weeks. It puts the cleanup effort slightly ahead of schedule, as officials previously said they hoped to open a channel of that depth by the end of April. 

    


The port's main channel is set to reopen next month after the ship has been removed. That will essentially restore marine traffic to normal.
In a court filing Monday, Baltimore's mayor and city council called for the Dali's owner and manager to be held fully liable for the bridge collapse, which they said could be devastating for the regional economy. They said the port, which was established before the nation's founding, has long been an economic driver for Baltimore and the surrounding area. Losing the bridge itself has also disrupted a major east coast trucking route.
Officials have established a slew of assistance programs for port workers and others whose jobs are suffering as a result of the collapse.
The filing came in response to an earlier petition on behalf of the two companies asking a court to cap their liability under a pre-Civil War provision of an 1851 maritime law -- a routine procedure for such cases. A federal court in Maryland will ultimately decide who's responsible and how much they owe.
In the meantime, both the FBI and the National Transportation Safety Board are conducting probes to determine what caused the ship to lose power and strike the bridge.
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    [image: FILE - Authorities continue to work at the home of suspect Rex Heuermann, who has been charged with killing at least four women in the long-unsolved slayings known as the Gilgo Beach killings, in Massapequa Park, N.Y., July 24, 2023. On Tuesday, April 23, 2024, investigators launched a sprawling search of a wooded area on New York's Long Island as part of an investigation into the Gilgo Beach killings, a law enforcement official told The Associated Press. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Authorities investigating New York's Gilgo Beach killings have launched a sprawling search of a wooded area on Long Island, a law enforcement official told The Associated Press.
The case has fueled national speculation after years of dead ends. Months ago, prosecutors charged a New York architect with murder in the death of four of the 11 women whose remains were found buried along a remote beach highway in 2010 and 2011.
Dozens of police canine units and officers started searching Tuesday through woodlands in Manorville, New York, the law enforcement official said. The official was not authorized to discuss details of the investigation publicly and spoke to AP on condition of anonymity.
The Suffolk County district attorney's office, which is prosecuting the suspect, Rex Heuermann, said only that the search related to an ongoing investigation.

    


"The Suffolk County Police Department, the New York Police Department and the New York State Police are working with the District Attorney's Office on an ongoing investigation," prosecutors said in a statement. "We do not comment on investigative steps while they are underway."




Heuermann has pleaded not guilty. His lawyer has said Heuermann denied committing the crimes.
Investigators have insisted since Heuermann's arrest that the probe is far from over. They said Heuermann, who lived in Massapequa Park across the bay from where the bodies were found, was probably not responsible for all the deaths. Some of the victims disappeared in the mid 1990s.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The average long-term U.S. mortgage rate climbed this week to its highest level since late November, another setback for home shoppers in what's traditionally the housing market's busiest time of the year.
The average rate on a 30-year mortgage rose to 7.17% from 7.1% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.43%.
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners refinancing their home loans, also rose this week, lifting the average rate to 6.44% from 6.39% last week. A year ago, it averaged 5.71%, Freddie Mac said.
When mortgage rates rise, they can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, limiting how much they can afford at a time when the U.S. housing market remains constrained by relatively few homes for sale and rising home prices.

    


The average rate on a 30-year mortgage has now increased four weeks in a row. The latest uptick brings it to its highest level since November 30, when it was 7.22%.
After climbing to a 23-year high of 7.79% in October, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage had remained below 7% since early December amid expectations that inflation would ease enough this year for the Federal Reserve to begin cutting its short-term interest rate. 




Mortgage rates are influenced by several factors, including how the bond market reacts to the Fed's interest rate policy and the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Home loan rates have been mostly drifting higher after a string of reports this year showing inflation remaining hotter than forecast, which has stoked doubts over how soon the Fed might decide to start lowering its benchmark interest rate. The uncertainty has pushed up bond yields.
Top Fed officials themselves have said recently they could hold interest rates high for a while before getting full confidence inflation is heading down toward their target of 2%. 

    


The rise in mortgage rates in recent weeks is an unwelcome trend for home shoppers this spring homebuying season. Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes fell last month as homebuyers contended with elevated mortgage rates and rising prices. 
While easing mortgage rates helped push home sales higher in January and February, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains well above 5.1%, where was just two years ago.
That large gap between rates now and then has helped limit the number of previously occupied homes on the market because many homeowners who bought or refinanced more than two years ago are reluctant to sell and give up their fixed-rate mortgages below 3% or 4% -- a trend real estate experts refer to as the "lock-in" effect.
"The jump in mortgage rates has taken the wind out of the sails of the mortgage market," said Bob Broeksmit, CEO of the Mortgage Bankers Association. "Along with weaker affordability conditions, the lock-in effect continues to suppress existing inventory levels as many homeowners remain unwilling to sell their home to buy a new one at a higher price and mortgage rate." 

    


Homebuilders have been able to mitigate the impact of elevated home loan borrowing costs this year by offering incentives, such as covering the cost to lower the mortgage rate homebuyers take on. That's helped spur sales of newly built single-family homes, which jumped 8.8% in March from a year earlier, according to the Commerce Department.
"With rates staying higher for longer, many homebuyers are adjusting, as evidenced by this week's report that sales of newly built homes saw the biggest increase since December 2022," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist.
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    [image: The sun sets behind spinning land-based wind turbines in Atlantic City, N.J., on Dec. 13, 2023. On April 24, 2024, eight Jersey Shore towns wrote to New Jersey utility regulators saying that a proposed wind farm off Long Beach Island will be costlier than expected. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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                                        LONG BEACH TOWNSHIP, N.J. (AP) -- Government supporters of offshore wind energy projects in New Jersey and New York are trading blows with opponents in some shore towns who say many vacationers and local residents don't want to see turbines filling the ocean horizon.
Eight Jersey Shore beach towns wrote to state utility regulators Wednesday, saying one wind farm proposal will be vastly more expensive than projected, and will cost tourism-driven jobs and economic activity.
Their move came on the same day that federal energy regulators approved new rules to streamline the application and approval processes for offshore wind farms, and also the day that New York Gov. Kathy Hochul issued supply chain and logistics proposals to help her state's offshore wind industry. Hochul's move came days after three New York projects were scrapped because the companies and state regulators couldn't agree on the financial terms.

    


Shore towns spanning much of New Jersey's 127-mile coastline wrote to the state's Board of Public Utilities, saying the proposed Atlantic Shores wind farm will be costlier than originally proposed, particularly if the developers are allowed to re-bid it.




An economic analysis sent by Long Beach Township, Beach Haven, Ship Bottom, Barnegat Light, Surf City, Harvey Cedars, Brigantine, and Ventnor predicts reduced visitation to the Jersey Shore by people who don't want to see windmills on the horizon could cost Ocean County alone more than $668 million in economic losses.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Atlantic Shores project will devastate the economies of the shore municipalities by deterring visitors and eliminating thousands of jobs," said James Mancini, mayor of Long Beach Township on Long Beach Island. "It is imperative that any offshore wind projects are placed far enough out to avoid these drastic impacts, which adversely affect not only the shore municipalities' residents, visitors, and businesses, but all of New Jersey's residents."

    


The towns also said allowing the project owners to re-bid would increase additional costs to ratepayers to $10 billion, up from $3.7 billion.
The BPU and Atlantic Shores did not immediately respond to a message seeking comment Thursday. But the New Jersey Offshore Wind Alliance said the law firm that wrote to New Jersey regulators is "engaged in misguided litigation against offshore wind development," and that an operating wind farm off Block Island, Rhode Island proves that offshore wind farms can coexist with tourism and recreational fisheries.
Atlantic Shores would have 157 turbines and would be located 8.7 miles from shore, among the closest projects proposed for the state's shoreline. It is a partnership between Shell New Energies US LLC, and EDF-RE Offshore Development, LLC.
It is one of three offshore wind projects currently pending in New Jersey. The state Board of Public Utilities in January chose Attentive Energy LLC and Leading Light Wind LLC to build offshore wind projects.
Also on Wednesday, U.S. Interior Secretary Deb Haaland announced that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement finalized new regulations for offshore wind projects intended to save the industry $1.9 billion over the next 20 years. It would streamline some processes, eliminate what the agencies called duplicative requirements and allow money for eventual decomissioning work to be put up incrementally instead of all at once at the start of a project.

    


That same day, New York's governor responded to the collapse of three offshore wind projects last week by issuing requests for proposals and information regarding supply chains and logistics for offshore wind projects. That followed the state canceling three preliminarily approved offshore wind projects after failing to reach final agreements with any of them
New York provisionally approved the projects in October 2023. They are Attentive Energy One being developed by TotalEnergies Rise Light & Power and Corio Generation; Community Offshore Wind, and Vineyard Offshore's Excelsior Wind.
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    [image: FILE - The Rotunda is shown at the University of Virginia on March 1, 2024 in Charlottesville, Va. The University of Virginia says concerns about hazing have prompted the school to terminate one local fraternity and suspend three others on its Charlottesville campus. The school said Wednesday, April 24, 2024 that the Pi Kappa Alpha chapter ]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - The Rotunda is shown at the University of Virginia on March 1, 2024 in Charlottesville, Va. The University of Virginia says concerns about hazing have prompted the school to terminate one local fraternity and suspend three others on its Charlottesville campus. The school said Wednesday, April 24, 2024 that the Pi Kappa Alpha chapter "engaged in serious hazing behavior." (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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                                        CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (AP) -- Concerns about hazing have prompted the University of Virginia to terminate one local fraternity and suspend three others on its Charlottesville campus, the school said Wednesday. 
The university said in a statement that the Pi Kappa Alpha chapter had "engaged in serious hazing behavior." The school said it decided to terminate its fraternal organization agreement following an investigation. 
Disciplinary action also has been initiated against individual students for their alleged involvement in hazing, the university said. 
The school did not elaborate on the allegations or the findings against the chapter. It said details will be posted in the coming weeks on a university webpage that publishes reports of hazing misconduct.
Pi Kappa Alpha did not immediately respond to an email from The Associated Press seeking comment. The Daily Progress and other news outlets reported that Justin Buck, executive vice president of Pi Kappa Alpha national, confirmed the chapter was expelled for a minimum of four years. 

    


Buck said the fraternity members there were an "embarrassment" and that they "sullied and degraded" the organization's good name, The Daily Progress reported. 




"This action was taken following the confirmed abhorrent and detestable hazing activities by individuals," Buck said. 
The University of Virginia also stated that it had suspended Kappa Sigma, Theta Chi and Sigma Alpha Mu as investigations continue.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Theta Chi said in a statement that its staff members have been in contact with university administrators and chapter leadership and are gathering facts. 
"Theta Chi does not tolerate hazing as it runs directly contrary to its mission of developing Resolute Men and has no place within the fraternity experience," the organization said in a statement. 
Sigma Alpha Mu said in a statement that it issued a temporary suspension of operations at the chapter in Charlottesville. The fraternity also said it sent staff members there to investigate allegations of lower-level hazing in coordination with the university. 
Kappa Sigma did not respond to an email seeking comment. 
"The university does not tolerate hazing activity," the school said, "and we act quickly to investigate and pursue necessary disciplinary action when reports are made."
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[image: The Cumberland Valley School Board holds a special meeting to discuss their decision to cancel an assembly featuring Maulik Pancholy, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Mechanicsburg, Pa. The Cumberland Valley School District's board voted 5-4 Wednesday to allow Pancholy, who is gay, to speak against bullying during a May 22 assembly at Mountain View Middle School. (Joe Hermitt/The Patriot-News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 5 | The Cumberland Valley School Board holds a special meeting to discuss their decision to cancel an assembly featuring Maulik Pancholy, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Mechanicsburg, Pa. The Cumberland Valley School District's board voted 5-4 Wednesday to allow Pancholy, who is gay, to speak against bullying during a May 22 assembly at Mountain View Middle School. (Joe Hermitt/The Patriot-News via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of reinstating the Maulik Pancholy assembly cheer during the Cumberland Valley School Board special meeting to discuss their decision to cancel the assembly, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Mechanicsburg, Pa. The Cumberland Valley School District's board voted 5-4 Wednesday to allow Pancholy, who is gay, to speak against bullying during a May 22 assembly at Mountain View Middle School. (Joe Hermitt/The Patriot-News via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 5 | Supporters of reinstating the Maulik Pancholy assembly cheer during the Cumberland Valley School Board special meeting to discuss their decision to cancel the assembly, Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in Mechanicsburg, Pa. The Cumberland Valley School District's board voted 5-4 Wednesday to allow Pancholy, who is gay, to speak against bullying during a May 22 assembly at Mountain View Middle School. (Joe Hermitt/The Patriot-News via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brooke Ryerson, 16, right a 10th grade student and her mom Valarie Ryerson of Hampden Twp., Pa., hand out stickers with the eagle logo on a rainbow background before the the Cumberland Valley School Board holds a special meeting to discuss their decision to cancel an assembly featuring "30 Rock" star, Maulik Pancholy, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (Joe Hermitt/The Patriot-News via AP)]
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                                        MECHANICSBURG, Pa. (AP) -- A gay actor's speech that was canceled over his "lifestyle" is back on at a Pennsylvania school after residents spoke out.
The Cumberland Valley School District's board voted 5-4 Wednesday night to allow children's book author Maulik Pancholy, who is gay, to speak against bullying during a May 22 assembly at Mountain View Middle School. The board voted after hearing from residents, including more than a dozen students.
The board on April 15 unanimously canceled Pancholy's talk after a board member cited concerns about what he described as the actor's activism and "lifestyle." Some board members also noted the district enacted a policy about not hosting overtly political events after it was criticized for hosting a Donald Trump rally during his 2016 presidential campaign.
Some community members said the cancellation was ill-advised and sent a hurtful message, especially to the LGBTQ+ community, and Superintendent Mark Blanchard and other district leaders sent a letter to the board, faculty and staff asserting that Pancholy's speech should have been allowed. 

    


The education officials said they were not given "a real opportunity" by the board to answer questions or provide guidance about the event, which they said was aimed at reinforcing the importance of treating all people equally. 




Pancholy, 48, is an award-winning actor, including for his roles on the television shows "30 Rock" and "Weeds," and as the voice of Baljeet in the Disney animated series, "Phineas & Ferb." He also has written children's books and in 2014 was named by then-President Barack Obama to serve on the President's Advisory Commission on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, where he co-founded a campaign to combat AAPI bullying.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pancholy's appearance was scheduled by the school's leadership team, which each year selects an author to present a "unique educational experience for students," according to the district.

    


At the April 15 meeting, school board members said they did not know what Pancholy would talk about, but one member said he didn't "want to run the risk" of what it might entail.
"If you research this individual, he labels himself as an activist," Bud Shaffner said, according to Pennlive. "He is proud of his lifestyle, and I don't think that should be imposed upon our students, at any age."
The Associated Press sent an email to Pancholy's publicists Thursday seeking comment on the board's decision to reverse itself.
In a statement posted on social media after the initial board vote, Pancholy had said that as a middle school student he never saw himself represented in stories, and that books featuring South Asian-American or LGBTQ+ characters "didn't exist." When he started writing his own novels years later, he was still hard-pressed to find those stories, he said.
"It's why I wrote my books in the first place," Pancholy wrote. "Because representation matters."
Pancholy said his school visits are meant "to let all young people know that they're seen. To let them know that they matter." 
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    [image: Police officers prepare to escort students to be reunited with their families at Arlington Bowie High School after the school was placed on a lockdown due to a suspected shooting outside the school building, Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson)]
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[image: Onlookers wait outside Arlington Bowie High School after the school was placed on a lockdown due to a suspected shooting outside the school building, Wednesday April 24, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson)]
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                                        ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) -- Police say a 17-year-old has been arrested on a murder warrant after fatally shooting a schoolmate on the campus of an Arlington, Texas, high school.
The slain student was identified as 18-year-old Etavian Barnes by the Tarrant County Medical Examiner's Office.
Barnes was found unresponsive with multiple gunshot wounds Wednesday afternoon outside portable buildings on the campus of Bowie High School, according to Arlington Police Chief Al Jones.
No other injuries were reported.
The suspect, who was also a student at the school, was arrested a short time later near the campus, according to Jones, who said the two apparently knew each other.
"We're still early on in our investigation, our detectives are working to determine a motive," Jones said.
Jones said the shooting was reported about 2:50 p.m., shortly before classes were scheduled to be dismissed, and the school was placed on lockdown for about two hours before students were allowed to leave.

    


Arlington Independent School District Superintendent Matt Smith said classes at the school are canceled for Thursday.
"Honestly, I'm at a loss for words by this tragedy," Smith said. "Schools are supposed to be a place of learning and growth" but that was interrupted by what he called "senseless violence."
Smith said counselors will be available to students and staff when classes resume.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Federal Trade Commission is sending more than $5.6 million in refunds to consumers as part of a settlement with Amazon-owned Ring, which was charged with failing to protect private video footage from outside access.
In a 2023 complaint, the FTC accused the doorbell camera and home security provider of allowing its employees and contractors to access customers' private videos. Ring allegedly used such footage to train algorithms without consent, among other purposes.
Ring was also charged with failing to implement key security protections, which enabled hackers to take control of customers' accounts, cameras and videos. This led to "egregious violations of users' privacy," the FTC noted.
The resulting settlement required Ring to delete content that was found to be unlawfully obtained, establish stronger security protections and pay a hefty fine. The FTC says that it's now using much of that money to refund eligible Ring customers.

    


According to a Tuesday notice, the FTC is sending 117,044 PayPal payments to impacted consumers who had certain types of Ring devices -- including indoor cameras -- during the timeframes that the regulators allege unauthorized access took place.




Eligible customers will need to redeem these payments within 30 days, according to the FTC -- which added that consumers can contact this case's refund administrator, Rust Consulting, or visit the FTC's FAQ page on refunds for more information about the process.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement sent to The Associated Press, Ring said that bad actors took emails and passwords that were "stolen from other companies to unlawfully log into Ring accounts of certain customers" who used the same credentials on multiple sites back in 2019 -- adding that the company promptly addressed this by notifying those it discovered to be "exposed in a third-party, non-Ring incident" and taking action to protect impacted accounts.

    


Ring did not immediately address the FTC's allegations of employees and contractors unlawfully accessing footage.
Earlier this year, the California-based company separately announced that it would stop allowing police departments to request doorbell camera footage from users, marking an end to a feature that had drawn criticism from privacy advocates.
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Workers at auto plants in the South should be free to unionize without pressure from employers or anti-union governors, acting U.S. Labor Secretary Julie Su said Thursday, even as some southern states pass laws to inhibit organized labor.
"That choice belongs to the worker, free from intervention, either by the employer or by politicians, free from retaliation and threats," Su told The Associated Press in an interview Thursday in Atlanta. "And what we are seeing is that workers who were thought to be too vulnerable to assert that right are doing it, and they're doing it here in the South."
The United Auto Workers union vowed a broad campaign to organize southern auto assembly plants after winning lucrative new contracts in a confrontation with Detroit's automakers. Last week, 73% of those voting at a Volkswagen AG plant in Chattanooga, Tennessee chose to join the UAW. It was the union's first in a Southern assembly plant owned by a foreign automaker.

    


Workers at Mercedes factories in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, will vote on UAW representation in May, and the company has also targeted plants in Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina and Texas.




But political and business leaders in southern states have long fought organized labor. Ahead of the Volkswagen vote, six Southern Republican governors criticized the UAW's organizing drive, arguing that autoworkers who vote for union representation would jeopardize jobs. Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee on Monday called the union vote "a mistake" and "a loss for workers."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ford Motor Co. CEO Jim Farley said in February that his company will "think carefully" about where it will build new vehicles after the UAW's strike last year. If the UAW organizes other automakers, it could raise their costs, leading them to build more vehicles outside the United States. But Su said President Joe Biden's administration is focused on supporting jobs in the country, noting grants to automakers to support a transition to electric vehicles.

    


"So the auto industry is an iconic American industry," Su said before speaking to the African American Mayors Association. "We want to make sure that employers who do right by their workers, who come to the bargaining table in good faith, who negotiate fair contracts, can also thrive and profit by using U.S. workers."
Biden is backing unions in other ways. Su noted the administration in January finalized a rule mandating unionized labor on all federal construction projects costing more than $35 million, despite complaints from nonunion contractors that the rule reduces competition and increases costs.
"That's one way that we ensure that you've got good union workers on jobs," Su said, saying union labor agreements are rising sharply on construction projects.
Southern states are also pushing laws that would claw back economic incentive dollars if companies recognize unions without requiring a secret ballot election. Every major southern auto plant has received state economic development assistance.
Federal law also allows employers to recognize unions if a majority of workers return signed cards authorizing unions to represent them, a process known as card check. Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp signed such a law Monday; Lee signed one in Tennessee last year. Alabama lawmakers are advancing such a measure.

    


Supporters believe unions can unfairly pressure workers into signing cards, while employers have a better chance of defeating unions in secret ballot elections. But those who support unions argue the laws violate the National Labor Relations Act, which allows voluntary recognition. They also say that employers use secret ballot elections to scare workers away from unions.
Su said she's not sure if the Labor Department will seek to challenge the laws, noting the National Labor Relations Board, which oversees union affairs, has primary responsibility. But she said that "there are federal standards beneath which no worker should have to live and work." 
Su also decried union busting activity by employers, calling it "unacceptable." She cited a 2017 survey that showed nearly half of American workers would vote to unionize if they had the opportunity.
"This is part of President Biden's promise to center workers in the economy," Su said. "He has said he's the most pro-worker, pro-union president in history, and we are going to make good on that promise. And that includes making sure that workers have the right to join a union."
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                                        NEW CARLISLE, Ind. (AP) -- Amazon 's cloud computing unit Amazon Web Services plans to invest $11 billion to build a data center in northern Indiana that will create at least 1,000 new jobs, state and company officials announced Thursday.
Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb called the project planned near the town of New Carlisle, about 15 miles (24 kilometers) west of South Bend, "the largest capital investment announcement in Indiana's history."
"This significant investment solidifies Indiana's leadership position in the economy of the future, and will undoubtedly have a positive ripple effect on the town of New Carlisle, the north central region and the state of Indiana for years to come," Holcomb said in a news release.
The announcement from Holcomb's office and AWS did not include a timeline for the data center campus in northern Indiana's St. Joseph County, which abuts the Michigan state line.

    


But Carl Baxmeyer, president of the St. Joseph County Board of Commissioners, said in the news release that it would be built "over the next decade" at the Indiana Enterprise Center, located just east of New Carlisle, and "will be a major employment center for all of northern Indiana."




The AWS data center would contain computer servers, data storage drives, networking equipment, "and other forms of technology infrastructure used to power cloud computing capabilities, and generative artificial intelligence (AI) technologies," according to the news release.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Roger Wehner, AWS director of economic development, said the Indiana data center "will create numerous well-paying job opportunities and tap into the state's burgeoning tech sector, while contributing significantly to the state's growing economy."
Based on the company 's planned investment, the Indiana Economic Development Corp. has committed to providing data center sales tax exemptions "for eligible capital investments over a 50-year term," the release states.

    


The IEDC has also committed to a variety of performance-based tax credits to support the AWS data center plans, including up to $18.3 million in headcount-based tax credits, up to $55 million in Hoosier Business Investment tax credits, and up to $20 million in redevelopment tax credits, the release states.
AWS will provide up to $7 million to support road infrastructure improvements along State Road 2, surrounding the company's planned data center, according to the release.
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                                        WATERFORD TOWNSHIP, N.J. (AP) -- Firefighters have completely contained a forest fire that burned several hundred acres (hectares) in southern New Jersey.
The blaze in the Wharton State Forest started sometime Tuesday night in Waterford Township in Camden County and spread into Shamong Township in neighboring Burlington County, according to the New Jersey Forest Fire Service. It burned 510 acres (206 hectares) before it was declared fully contained as of 8 a.m. Thursday.
The blaze did not cause any injuries or property damage, but a nearby campground was evacuated as a precaution. Several roads near the fire scene were closed, causing some travel delays.
The cause of the fire remains under investigation.
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                                        Fewer Americans applied for unemployment benefits last week as the labor market continues to hold up despite higher interest rates imposed by the Federal Reserve in its bid to curb inflation.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that unemployment claims for the week ending April 20 fell by 5,000 to 207,000 from 212,000 the previous week. That's the fewest since mid-February.
The four-week average of claims, which smooths out some of the weekly up-and-downs, ticked down by 1,250 to 213,250.
Weekly unemployment claims are considered a proxy for the number of U.S. layoffs in a given week and a sign of where the job market is headed. They have remained at historically low levels since the pandemic purge of millions of jobs in the spring of 2020.
The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark borrowing rate 11 times beginning in March of 2022 in a bid to stifle the four-decade high inflation that took hold after the economy rebounded from the COVID-19 recession four years ago. The Fed's intention was to loosen the labor market and slow wage growth, which it said contributed to persistently high inflation.

    


Many economists thought there was a chance the rapid rate hikes could cause a recession, but jobs have remained plentiful and the economy surged on strong consumer spending.




Last month, U.S. employers added a surprising 303,000 jobs, yet another example of the U.S. economy's resilience in the face of high interest rates. The unemployment rate dipped from 3.9% to 3.8% and has now remained below 4% for 26 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Though layoffs remain at low levels, companies have been announcing more job cuts recently, mostly across technology and media. Google parent company Alphabet, Apple, eBay, TikTok, Snap, Amazon, Cisco Systems and the Los Angeles Times have all recently announced layoffs.
Outside of tech and media, UPS, Macy's, Tesla and Levi Strauss also have recently cut jobs.
In total, 1.78 million Americans were collecting jobless benefits during the week that ended April 13. That's 15,000 fewer than the previous week.
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Asian shares mostly declined Thursday as investors awaited a flood of global earnings reports, including updates from U.S. tech companies known as the "Magnificent Seven." 
Japan's benchmark Nikkei 225 slid 1.4% in morning trading to 37,931.81. South Korea's Kospi dropped nearly 1.0% to 2,649.96. Hong Kong's Hang Seng gained 0.5% to 17,282.67, while the Shanghai Composite edged 0.2% higher, to 3,049.90. 
Trading was closed in Australia for a national holiday, Anzac Day. 
Attention is also turning to the Bank of Japan, whose two-day monetary policy meeting started Thursday. 
"For the record, heading into tomorrow's policy decision, exceptional Japanese yen weakness is the agitated elephant in the room for the BoJ," Tan Jing Yi of Mizuho Bank said in a commentary. 
In currency trading, the U.S. dollar rose to 155.46 Japanese yen from 155.31 yen. The euro cost $1.0707, up from $1.0697.

    


The yen has been trading at 155 yen-levels lately, its lowest level in 34 years. That helps Japanese exporters by raising the value of their overseas earnings, but it also raises the price of imports. Speculation has been growing Japan may intervene to prop up the yen. 




On Wall Street, the S&P 500 was virtually flat and edged up by 1.08, or less than 0.1%, to 5,071.63. It had jumped sharply in the first two days of the week to claw back nearly two-thirds of last week's steep loss. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Dow Jones Industrial Average slipped 42.77, or 0.1%, to 38,460.92, and the Nasdaq composite added 16.11, or 0.1%, to 15,712.75.
Tesla jumped 12.1% after saying the night before that it would accelerate production of new, more affordable vehicles, which investors have been hoping will kickstart growth. The announcement helped investors look past the 55% drop in profit that Tesla reported.
Tesla is the first of the group of stocks among the Magnificent Seven to report its results for the start of 2024. The focus is on the small group of stocks because they drove most of the U.S. stock market's gain last year, and they'll need to perform to justify their high prices.

    


Meta Platforms also reported its latest results after trading ended Wednesday. Alphabet and Microsoft will follow it a day later. 
The hope is that profit growth will broaden beyond the Magnificent Seven to other types of companies, in large part because a remarkably solid U.S. economy. They'll likely need to deliver fatter profits if they want their stock prices to rise. That's because they're unlikely to get much help from the other lever that can lift stock prices: interest rates.
"A strong earnings season looks likely to help restore market confidence," according to Solita Marcelli, chief investment officer Americas at UBS Global Wealth Management. 
A report Wednesday said orders for machinery, airplanes and other long-lasting manufactured goods were stronger last month than expected. A recent string of such reports has quashed hopes that the Federal Reserve may deliver the three cuts to interest rates this year that it had earlier signaled.

    


Boeing lost 2.9% despite reporting results that weren't as bad as analysts feared. The company, which is battling criticism about the safety of its airplanes, said it's taking steps to improve its manufacturing quality, which has slowed down production.
Teledyne Technologies tumbled 10.9% for one of the market's largest losses after the seller of digital imaging sensors, cameras and other equipment reported weaker profit and revenue than forecast. It said demand from the industrial automation and test and measurement markets was weaker than it expected. 
On the winning side of the market, Hasbro jumped 11.9% after the toy and game company reported better profit and revenue for the latest quarter than analysts expected. It benefited from growth delivered by its Baldur Gate 3 and Magic: The Gathering games, as well as by its Peppa Pig content.
Texas Instruments climbed 5.6% after reporting stronger profit and revenue for the latest quarter than forecast. Boston Scientific was another one of the stronger forces pushing upward on the S&P 500. It rose 5.7% after topping forecasts for profit and revenue. 
In energy trading, benchmark U.S. crude declined 15 cents to $82.66 a barrel. Brent crude, the international standard, fell 14 cents to $87.88 a barrel. 
___
AP Business Writer Stan Choe contributed. 
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Utah hockey fans welcomed the former Arizona Coyotes to their new home Wednesday.
Players and coaches were greeted at the airport in morning by a crowd of approximately 100 players from local youth hockey programs. The kids chanted "Go, Utah! Go, Utah!"
The team attended a fan celebration at the Delta Center in the afternoon. The arena was packed for the free event, with many fans turned away at the doors.
"We're 70 people who got traded the same day and we're going to the same place," coach Andre Tourigny said. "I think all of that creates some magic. I think we'll just be tighter with that. When you want to win championships, you need to go through the trenches together. We went through some trenches this year."
The challenges uprooting from Arizona are tempered by the energetic reception the club has received in the state and a chance to build a new culture.

    


"We're now a part of history," player Lawson Crouse said. "Not too many people get to say they can do this. Obviously, the circumstances over the past couple of weeks have been unlike anything out there, but to be here now we feel honored, and we feel blessed and we're really looking forward to get things rolling here."




Immediate concerns for the team from a logistical standpoint include getting practice facilities and a locker room in place. They plan to make temporary arrangements with community venues for the near future.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We just need ice whether it's here or it's at one of the practice rinks," general manager Bill Armstrong said. "As long as we have ice, we're good."
Four-time All-Star forward Clayton Keller thinks team can break through and be a playoff team in its debut season in the Beehive State after failing to reach the postseason the last four years in Arizona.
"It takes time to learn how to win in this league," Keller said. "When everyone buys in, I think that's when you can take some steps and reach that next level."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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    [image: FILE - The Federal Correctional Institution is seen in Dublin, Calif., Monday, April 15, 2024. Nearly all inmates have been transferred out of the troubled women's prison set to be shut down in California, and U.S. senators on Wednesday, April 24, demanded an accounting of the rapid closure plan for the facility where sexual abuse by guards was rampant. (AP Photo/Terry Chea, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Nearly all inmates have been transferred out of a troubled women's prison set to be shut down in California, and U.S. senators on Wednesday demanded an accounting of the rapid closure plan for the facility where sexual abuse by guards was rampant. 
As of Tuesday only "a small group" of women were still being held at FCI Dublin, with the majority of its 605 inmates having been sent this week to other federal facilities, said Donald Murphy, a spokesperson for the Bureau of Prisons, or BOP. The unspecified number who remained at the minimum security prison near Oakland were pending release or transfer to halfway houses, he said. 
Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee sent a letter to the BOP expressing concern over claims of a chaotic transfer process during which inmates on buses and planes didn't receive proper medical care and were reportedly subjected to "mistreatment, harassment, neglect, and abuse while in transit."

    


Susan Beaty, a lawyer for inmates who blew the whistle on the conditions at the prison, said there were reports that during transport guards made abusive comments to the women, "labeling them as snitches, referring to the closure of Dublin." In addition, the inmates were shackled at their wrists and ankles for the entirety of their long journeys, despite their minimum-security classification, and in some cases were denied water and trips to the bathroom, Beaty said. 




The BOP didn't immediately respond to the senators' letter, but Murphy said the bureau was addressing all the inmates' needs with "compassion and respect" during the transfer process. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The process involved careful planning and coordination to ensure the safe transfer of women to other facilities, with special attention given to their unique programming, medical, and mental health requirements," he wrote in an email to The Associated Press. "We remain committed to helping each individual adjust to their new environment with the necessary care and support." 

    


A 2021 Associated Press investigation exposed a "rape club" culture at the prison where a pattern of abuse and mismanagement went back decades. The Bureau of Prisons repeatedly promised to improve the culture and environment -- but the decision to shutter the facility represented an extraordinary acknowledgment that reform efforts failed. 
Following the sudden announcement April 15 that FCI Dublin would be shut down, U.S. District Court Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers ordered a case-by-case review of each inmate's specific needs before the transfers began. 
In response, the bureau filed court papers questioning the authority of the special master appointed by the judge on April 5 to oversee the prison, who was tasked with reviewing each woman's status. Inmate advocates hoped the judge's decision would slow the shutdown. But the bureau proceeded with the process anyway, saying in a court filing that "extensive resources and employee hours have already been invested in the move."
Five Senate judiciary committee members on Wednesday asked Bureau of Prisons director Colette Peters to provide information on preparations to close the facility and guidance given "for the safe and humane release from custody or transfer of individuals to other BOP facilities."

    


"Individuals in custody at FCI Dublin have long endured a toxic carceral culture marked by sexual assault, harassment, and medical neglect at the hands of BOP staff. And now, while subjected to the deprivations and indignities of a flawed and rushed closure and transfer protocol, women in custody are reporting hostility and retaliation from BOP employees who blame them for the facility's closure. This is unacceptable," said the letter signed by Democratic senators Cory Booker of New Jersey; Richard Durbin of Illinois; Jon Osoff of Georgia; and Alex Padilla and Laphonza Butler of California. 
Beaty said some of her clients have reportedly been sent to facilities in Texas, Florida, Minnesota and West Virginia. 
"These are women who'd been able to see their kids and their parents and loved ones with some regularity. Now they're distraught because they've been ripped apart," Beaty said.

    


Advocates had called for most inmates to be freed -- not transferred -- from FCI Dublin, which they said was not only plagued by sexual abuse but also has hazardous mold, asbestos and inadequate health care. They also worry that some of the safety concerns could persist at other women's prisons.
Last August, eight FCI Dublin inmates sued the Bureau of Prisons, alleging the agency had failed to root out sexual abuse at the facility. Their lawyers have said the civil litigation will continue.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fci-dublin-california-prison-shutdown-86b7284ca597d89269a1af301c02eed3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Instagram fraudster 'Jay Mazini' has been sentenced for his crypto scheme that preyed on Muslims | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Instagram fraudster 'Jay Mazini' has been sentenced for his crypto scheme that preyed on Muslims

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The former Instagram influencer known as " Jay Mazini " who swindled millions of dollars from online followers and a network of Muslims during the pandemic was sentenced to seven years in prison on Wednesday, prosecutors said.
Jebara Igbara, 28, of New Jersey, had pleaded guilty to fraud charges, admitting that he created a Ponzi scheme that involved cryptocurrency frauds netting around $8 million. Prosecutors say the money funded a decadent lifestyle that included luxury cars and a lot of gambling.
Exploiting the economic chaos of the COVID-19 pandemic, Igbara leveraged connections in the Muslim community to gather investments for his firm Hallal Capital LLC, saying it would earn returns on stocks, and the reselling of electronics and personal protective equipment.
"Shamefully, he targeted his own religious community, taking advantage of their trust in him so he could spend and gamble their hard-earned money," said Breon Peace, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, in a statement.

    


As he networked with high-value investors locally, Igbara amplified his online persona, reaching around 1 million Instagram followers, prosecutors said. 




He built a following in part by filming cash giveaways, often handing stacks of money to fast food workers or everyday people checking out at Walmart. In at least one video, he handed out cash alongside rapper 50 Cent.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Viewers got the impression he was so successful he could just give money away. And his online popularity earned him even more trust from fraud victims, prosecutors said.
By 2020, he attracted the ire of online sleuths who openly accused him of fraud, and cheered when he was arrested in 2021 on kidnapping charges. He later admitted in another case to kidnapping a potential witness to his frauds.
But many of his victims did turn to the FBI, according to court documents.

    


At least four people told FBI agents they sent over $100,000 in Bitcoin, on a promise of a cash wire transfer, according to court documents. One victim reported being scammed out of 50 Bitcoin, with Igbara first faking $2.56 million in a wire transfer, and later explaining away why the transfers hadn't arrived.
Igbara addressed the people he ripped off ahead of his sentencing on Wednesday in a Brooklyn federal court.
"He apologized profusely to his victims," lawyer Jeffrey Lichtman said following the sentencing Wednesday in Brooklyn.
Igbara's seven-year sentence for fraud will run concurrently with five-year prison sentencing for the kidnapping and includes time served since 2021, his lawyer said.
As part of his sentence, Igbara is ordered to pay $10 million to his victims.
As for "Jay Mazini," the Instagram and other social media accounts are mostly scrubbed. But the saga lives on in compilations on YouTube, and in an episode of the 2023 documentary series " The Age of Influence."
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    [image: FILE -Bettersten Wade speaks to the attendees of her son Dexter Wade's funeral service in Jackson, Miss. Monday, Nov. 20, 2023. Looking on are the Rev. Al Sharpton, right, who delivered the eulogy, civil rights attorney Ben Crump, background, and one of her son's daughters, Jaselyn Thomas. Bettersten Wade, a woman who sued Mississippi's capital city over the death of her brother has decided to reject a settlement after officials publicly disclosed how much the city would pay his survivors, her attorney said Wednesday. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- A woman who sued Mississippi's capital city over the death of her brother has decided to reject a settlement after officials publicly disclosed how much the city would pay his survivors, her attorney said Wednesday.
George Robinson, 62, died in January 2019, days after three Jackson police officers pulled him from a car while searching for a murder suspect.
The Jackson City Council on Tuesday approved the payment of $17,786 to settle the lawsuit that relatives of Robinson filed in state court in October 2019, WLBT-TV reported. City documents said the settlement was not an admission of liability by the city or the three officers named in the lawsuit. Robinson was Black, as are the three officers.
The payment to the relatives -- including Robinson's sister, Bettersten Wade -- was approved on a unanimous vote. Wade's attorney, Dennis Sweet III, released a letter Wednesday saying that the city of Jackson violated a confidentiality agreement that was part of the settlement. Sweet said that because of the public disclosure and because the city "appears to claim or infer some sort of perceived victory," Wade intends to continue suing the city.

    


Sweet said Robinson's family reached a separate "substantial settlement" with an ambulance company.




Councilman Kenneth Stokes said he thought the city settlement was too small, although he voted for it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm saying it just sends the wrong message about human life, especially Black people's lives," Stokes said. "I think a step in the right direction would've been to pay the family a little bit more."
The lawsuit alleged that the three officers "brutally, viciously and mercilessly beat Mr. Robinson by striking and kicking him."
"Mr. Robinson had not committed any crime, was not the subject of any active warrant, and was not a threat to himself or any person in the area," the lawsuit said.

    


Robinson had been hospitalized for a stroke days before the police encounter and was on medication, Wade has said. He had a seizure hours after he was beaten, and he died two days later from bleeding on his brain.
Second-degree murder charges against two of the officers were dropped in the case. In August 2022, a Hinds County jury convicted former detective Anthony Fox of culpable negligence manslaughter -- and then in January of this year, the Mississippi Court of Appeals overturned Fox's conviction. A majority of the appeals court wrote that prosecutors failed to prove Fox "acted in a grossly negligent manner" or that Robinson's death "was reasonably foreseeable under the circumstances."
Wade is the mother of Dexter Wade, who was run over by an off-duty Jackson Police Department officer in March 2023.
Dexter Wade was buried at the Hinds County Pauper's Cemetery. But it was October before his mother was told about the burial. 
His body was exhumed Nov. 13, and an independent autopsy was conducted. A wallet found in the pocket of his jeans contained his state identification card with his home address, credit card and a health insurance card, said civil rights attorney Ben Crump, who is representing Wade's family. 
On Nov. 20, Dexter Wade's family held a funeral for him, and he was buried in another cemetery.
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- Arizona doctors could give their patients abortions in California under a proposal announced Wednesday by Gov. Gavin Newsom to circumvent a ban on nearly all abortions in the neighboring state.
It would apply only to doctors licensed in good standing in Arizona and their patients, and last only through the end of November. Arizona's 1864 law banning all abortions except if the woman's life is in jeopardy would take effect June 8, and Newsom said protecting access to abortions is "just about basic decency" and "respect for women and girls." 
"This Arizona law is the first border-state law that will directly impact the state of California," the Democratic governor said. "Rather than just acknowledging that fate and future, we're trying to get ahead of this law." 
Newsom joined the California Legislative Women's Caucus and advocates to announce the proposal. Lawmakers called the Arizona law "draconian" and said California had an obligation to get involved. The bill would need to pass by a two-thirds vote in each house of the Legislature before reaching Newsom's desk. After he signs it, it would go into effect immediately. 

    


Dr. Tanya Spirtos, a gynecologist and president of the California Medical Association, said it is unfortunate that Arizona abortion patients will have to travel out of state, but she's proud to see California step in to assist them. 




"All personal medical decisions, including those around abortion, should be made by patients in consultation with their health care providers," Spirtos said. "By banning virtually all abortions in the state, the ruling will put physicians in harm's way for simply providing often lifesaving medical care to their patients." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Arizona Supreme Court cleared the way earlier this month for the near-total ban to move forward. Fifteen states have banned abortion at all stages of pregnancy, though Arizona's Legislature is expected to repeal the 160-year-old law, setting the state up for a 15-week limit. California law generally allows the procedure up to the point of fetal viability, which is around 24 weeks. 

    


About 11,500 abortions were reported in Arizona in 2022, down from nearly 14,000 in the previous year, according to a report from the Arizona Department of Health Services. 
Democratic Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs' office declined to comment on the California bill. 
Newsom should focus on "very real problems" in his own state, said Arizona House Speaker Ben Toma, a Republican who voted against repealing the near-total ban. 
Arizona state Sen. Eva Burch, a Democrat, said the California proposal is "a step in the right direction," but she hopes it is not necessary and that Arizona repeals the ban. Burch has had two abortions to terminate nonviable pregnancies. 
"It's unreasonable for us to expect patients to have to travel out of state for this kind of care," Burch said. "In circumstances like mine, where I was having a failed miscarriage, a stalled miscarriage, traveling wouldn't be appropriate."
While abortion access in California has never been under serious threat, Newsom -- widely seen as a potential presidential candidate beyond 2024 -- has made defending that access a priority of his administration. 

    


Newsom pushed for abortion access to be enshrined in the California Constitution. He approved $20 million of taxpayer money to help pay for women in other states to come to California for abortions, and he signed dozens of laws aimed at making it harder for other states to investigate women who do so, including banning social media companies from complying with subpoenas or warrants. 
In 2022, months after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, California launched a publicly funded website to promote the state's abortion services, including information about financial help for travel expenses and letting teenagers in other states know that California does not require them to have their parents' permission to get an abortion in the state. 
It's also become a chief talking point in Newsom's role as a top surrogate of President Joe Biden's reelection campaign. Using money left over from his own 2022 reelection campaign, Newsom started a political action committee he calls the " Campaign for Democracy " that has paid for billboards and TV ads in Republican-led states to criticize their leaders' attempts to outlaw or restrict access to abortions. In February he launched ads in multiple states to criticize proposals there that aimed to prohibit out-of-state travel for abortions. 

    


Newsom's campaign on Sunday released a dramatic ad in Alabama depicting a young woman trying to leave the state who is stopped by a police officer who demands that she take a pregnancy test. The ad ran after an Alabama lawmaker introduced a bill to make it a crime to help someone under 18 get an abortion without telling their parents or guardians. It has not been voted on in committee. 

    


___
Associated Press writers Adam Beam in Sacramento and Anita Snow and Jacques Billeaud in Phoenix contributed.
___
Austin is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow Austin on the social platform X: @sophieadanna
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A self-exiled Chinese businessman is set to face an anonymous jury at his trial next month on fraud charges after a judge on Wednesday cited his past willingness to tamper with judicial proceedings as reason for concern.
Guo Wengui goes to trial May 22 in Manhattan federal court, where jurors will be escorted by U.S. marshals in and out of the courthouse, according to an order from Judge Analisa Torres.
Lawyers for Guo agreed that the jury should be anonymous, saying in court papers that "protective measures are justified by the actions and potential actions" of the Chinese Communist Party, "who has not hesitated to use each and every means at its disposal to attack" him, the judge noted in her written order.
She also said defense lawyers oppose the claims by prosecutors that an anonymous jury was necessary on the grounds that Guo has used his organization to harass and threaten critics, and because of his "extensive obstructive conduct" and substantial media attention.

    


"From our prospective, it would be appropriate due to the actions and potential actions the Chinese Communist Party may take," defense attorney Sid Kamaraju said of an anonymous jury in an interview, repeating what the defense asserted in court papers.




Torres said she had previously found that Guo has demonstrated a willingness to tamper with judicial proceedings when he posted videos and social media posts encouraging followers to "persevere" with protests at the homes and offices of a bankruptcy trustee and his lawyer, resulting in threats and harassments against the trustee and his associates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The judge also said she chose not to address concerns by Guo's lawyers about the Chinese Communist Party targeting their client because the rationale from prosecutors was sufficient to order an anonymous jury.
Guo, arrested in March 2022, has pleaded not guilty to charges including wire and securities fraud after prosecutors claimed he cheated thousands of investors in too-good-to-be-true offerings that promised outsize profits for investors in his media company, GTV Media Group Inc., his so-called Himalaya Farm Alliance, G'CLUBS, and the Himalaya Exchange.

    


Prosecutors allege that he used proceeds from a five-year fraud scheme starting in 2018 to buy extravagant goods and assets for himself and his family, including a 50,000-square-foot mansion, a $3.5 million Ferrari, two $36,000 mattresses and a $37 million luxury yacht. His lawyers, though, have said he is broke.
In court papers, defense lawyers have criticized the government's theory that Guo was driven by greed, saying jurors would be entitled to conclude that his actions stemmed from "the constant threat of death" as a result of political beliefs.
They wrote that Guo "would not abandon those beliefs for a piano or luxury suits, particularly when he was able to purchase those things for himself without risking the movement."
Guo was once thought to be among the richest people in China before he left in 2014 during a crackdown on corruption that ensnared individuals close to him, including a top intelligence official. Chinese authorities have accused Guo of rape, kidnapping, bribery and other offenses.

    


Guo has said those allegations are false and were meant to punish him for publicly outing corruption and criticizing leading figures in the Communist Party. Prosecutors, who had previously listed Guo as "Ho Wan Kwok" in court papers, changed his name to Miles Guo on Wednesday, saying it was the name by which he is most commonly known.
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                    Chicago's so-called "rat hole" is gone. A Chicago sidewalk landmark some affectionately call the "rat hole" has been removed after city officials determined the section bearing the imprint of an animal was damaged.
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    [image: FILE - Chicago's iconic Rat Hole along the 1900 block of West Roscoe Street in the Roscoe Village neighborhood is seen, Jan. 19, 2024, in Chicago. The Chicago sidewalk landmark some residents affectionately called the ]
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- The "rat hole" is gone.
A Chicago sidewalk landmark some residents affectionately called the "rat hole" was removed Wednesday after city officials determined the section bearing the imprint of an animal was damaged and needed to be replaced, officials said.
The imprint has been a quirk of a residential block in Chicago's North Side neighborhood of Roscoe Village for years, but it found fresh fame in January after a Chicago comedian shared a photo on the social platform X. 
The attention, however, quickly grew old for neighbors who complained about visitors at all hours, sometimes leaving coins and other items scattered across the sidewalk. Plus, many in the neighborhood argue that the imprint was actually caused by a squirrel. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Chicago's 'rat hole' removed after city determines sidewalk with animal impression was damaged.
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports on the removal of some cement in Chicago.

    

Erica Schroeder, a spokesperson for the Chicago Department of Transportation, said the square of sidewalk "containing the famous 'Chicago rat hole'" is now in temporary storage. 

    


She said that where the slab of sidewalk, which has an impression resembling the outline of a rat -- claws, tail and all -- will eventually end up is expected to be a "collaborative decision between the city departments and the mayor's office."




Schroeder said the rat hole section, as well as other portions of sidewalk along Roscoe Street, were removed by Department of Transportation crews Wednesday morning after the agency inspected them and determined they needed to be replaced because of damage. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Georgina Ulrich, a neighbor, shot video of crews using a concrete saw, a forklift and finally a truck to remove the slab and drive it away. 
"All this for a rat imprint," Ulrich said in one of the clips. 
New concrete was poured later Wednesday, Schroeder said.
"The alderman's office has definitely received complaints from neighbors about people gathering and people placing a bunch of different objects in the public way there," she told The Associated Press.

    


Alderman Scott Waguespack's office had been receiving complaints for several months, both about that portion of sidewalk being uneven and people congregating there to look at and photograph the rat hole, Paul Sajovec, Waguespack's chief of staff, said Wednesday.
"It was just a combination of the fact that the sidewalk was uneven and also that people would show up at various times of the day and night and make a lot of noise and create other issues and problems," he said.
In January, someone filled in the rat hole with a material resembling white plaster, although the impression was quickly dug out by fans, the Chicago Tribune reported at the time. 
Chicago resident Winslow Dumaine told the newspaper that people living nearby said the imprint had been there for nearly two decades. 
___
Callahan reported from Indianapolis. 
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    [image: Andy Kahan, Director of Victim Services and Advocacy for Crime Stoppers, speaks next to the family of Arlene Alvarez during a press conference to discuss the indictment of Tony Earls in the death of the 9-year-old in 2022 at Crime Stoppers on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in Houston. (Karen Warren/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- A man accused of fatally shooting a 9-year-old girl when he was robbed at a Houston ATM in 2022 has been indicted on a murder charge in her death.
Tuesday's indictment against Tony Earls comes nearly two years after another grand jury declined to indict him in the death of Arlene Alvarez.
Gwen Alvarez, the girl's mother, said the indictment brought her family some relief, knowing it is the "first step of receiving justice for my daughter."
"Hopefully we inspire other families to never give up on their loved ones. It's horrible and it's a big nightmare what we go through. ... We're living day by day," a tearful Gwen Alvarez said during a news conference.
Authorities said Wednesday an arrest warrant has been issued for Earls, who has been a fugitive for about a year now on an unrelated assault charge. A $5,000 reward is being offered for information leading to his arrest, said Andy Kahan, director of victim services at Crime Stoppers of Houston.

    


Earls' previous attorneys had said their client was not a "monster" but a family man who was devastated by Arlene's death. They said Earls was not reckless in his actions and was only protecting his family.




Earls and his wife were at an ATM to withdraw money on Feb. 14, 2022, when an unidentified robber pulled a gun on them and fled after taking $20, along with a check and their car keys, according to prosecutors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Earls' attorneys said after their client got out of his car, the robber fired and Earls fired back in self-defense. Investigators say Earls fired at a truck thinking the robbery suspect had possibly climbed into it.
But the vehicle was actually carrying Arlene and her family as they went to the ATM to make a deposit before heading to a late dinner at a pizzeria. The girl was shot in the head and later died at a hospital.
Earls was arrested and charged with aggravated assault, serious bodily injury. But a grand jury in July 2022 declined to indict him on that charge or several others, including manslaughter and murder. The man who robbed Earls has never been caught.

    


Harris County District Attorney Kim Ogg said that earlier this year she assigned a special prosecutor, Warren Diepraam, to re-examine the case. Diepraam said an FBI firearms expert was brought in to review evidence.
Diepraam said he couldn't discuss the evidence presented to the grand jury. But his investigation, which was assisted by Houston police and attorneys for the Alvarez family, found that Earls had a clear view of the Alvarez family's truck and there was nothing to indicate it was connected to the robber. 
"The conclusion that I reached was that if you're going to discharge a weapon into a car ... you better make sure that you're 100% correct because there are no second chances to bring back an innocent life," Diepraam said. 
Shooting recklessly into a vehicle or a location voids any claims of self-defense or defense of property under Texas law, he said. 
Ogg praised Arlene's family for their patience and efforts in the case. 
"They could have been bitter. They could have done nothing. Instead, they directed all their energy toward achieving justice for Arlene. And that's our goal. ... They will get their day in court," Ogg said. 
If convicted, Earls could be sentenced to up to life in prison.
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano on X: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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[image: A boy, right, and a girl attend a training session during a Hobby horsing competition in St. Petersburg, Russia, on Sunday, April 21, 2024. Several dozen kids, 48 girls and one boy, from first-graders to teenagers gathered in a gymnasium in northern St. Petersburg, Russia's second largest city, for a hobby horsing competition. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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[image: A girl fails to overcome an equestrian hurdle during a Hobby horsing competition in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, April 20, 2024. Several dozen kids, 48 girls and one boy, from first-graders to teenagers gathered in a gymnasium in northern St. Petersburg, Russia's second largest city, for a hobby horsing competition. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 14 | A girl fails to overcome an equestrian hurdle during a Hobby horsing competition in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, April 20, 2024. Several dozen kids, 48 girls and one boy, from first-graders to teenagers gathered in a gymnasium in northern St. Petersburg, Russia's second largest city, for a hobby horsing competition. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 14
A girl fails to overcome an equestrian hurdle during a Hobby horsing competition in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, April 20, 2024. Several dozen kids, 48 girls and one boy, from first-graders to teenagers gathered in a gymnasium in northern St. Petersburg, Russia's second largest city, for a hobby horsing competition. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A girl carries her hobby horses during a Hobby horsing competition in St. Petersburg, Russia, on Sunday, April 21, 2024. Several dozen kids, 48 girls and one boy, from first-graders to teenagers gathered in a gymnasium in northern St. Petersburg, Russia's second largest city, for a hobby horsing competition. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (AP) -- Several dozen kids -- 48 girls and one boy, from first-graders to teenagers -- gathered recently at a gymnasium in northern St. Petersburg for a hobby horsing competition. The event looked exactly like a proper equestrian competition, but instead of a horse they rode a stick with a horse's head.
Hobby horsing aficionados say one can buy a stick horse or make one from scratch.
The Russian Federation of Hobby Horsing, which organized the competition, says on its website that the discipline comes from Finland and that it's more of a grassroots movement rather than a professional sport.
Yet, there are still tournaments, couches and judges, and participants have to abide by the rules of horse-riding competitions.
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- A routine traffic stop on a highway south of Denmark's capital turned into an unusual standoff as a 26-year-old woman locked her car and refused to speak to the police officer who had pulled her over, authorities said Thursday.
The Central and West Zealand Police said in its daily report that the woman, who was not identified, was originally pulled over near the town of Koege on Wednesday for talking on a handheld cell phone while driving and not wearing a seat belt.
Police also noted that the tires on her car were worn out, there was no rear window and the vehicle's insurance had expired, the report said.
To open the car, the officers had to call a mechanic. Once that was done, they detained the woman and took her to a nearby hospital for a blood test.
Inside the car, police found two folding knives, leading to additional charges, they said. In Denmark, police can search a vehicle when they pull it over for a traffic violation.
No other details were given.
The Central and West Zealand Police covers the area south and west of Copenhagen.
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2 military horses that broke free and ran loose across London are in serious condition

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    London police have contained two horses that were seen running around loose without riders in the heart of the U.K. capital on Wednesday morning. 


                
                
    
    Photos
                    5
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A white horse on the loose bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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[image: Two horses on the loose bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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[image: Two horses on the loose bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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[image: A white horse on the loose bolts through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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A white horse on the loose bolts through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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[image: A horse collides with a taxi in London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. Several military horses bolted during routine exercises near King Charles III's main residence in London on Wednesday and ran loose through the center of the city, injuring at least four people and colliding with vehicles during the morning rush hour. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Two military horses that bolted and ran miles through the streets of London after being spooked by construction noise and tossing their riders were in serious condition Thursday after undergoing operations, a U.K. government official said.
The animals were among a group of four horses that broke free during routine exercises Wednesday near Buckingham Palace and caused chaos as they galloped loose through central London during morning rush hour. A fifth horse tried to bolt but couldn't break free. 
"Three of them are fine, two of them are unfortunately in a relatively serious condition and obviously we will be monitoring that condition," defense minister James Cartlidge told Sky News. "They are in a serious condition, but as I understand, still alive."
Three soldiers thrown from their steeds were hospitalized with injuries, but were expected to fully recover and return to work.

    


The British Army said three of the horses were expected to return to duty, but the fate of the two with the worst injuries was unclear. 
Neither was believed to have broken bones, but a horse named Quaker was transferred to an equine hospital for specialist care, an army spokesperson said. 




Vida, a white horse seen drenched in blood as it galloped down Aldwych, in between London's historic financial center and the busy West End theater district, was treated for lacerations. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Vida was the most visibly injured and the pictures of the horse running through London soaked in blood were horrifying," the army said in a statement. 
The other loose horses from the Household Cavalry, the ceremonial guard of the monarch and a feature of state functions in London, are named Trojan and Tennyson. 
During the wild spectacle captured by stunned commuters and shared on social media, the horses had near misses with cyclists and a rider on a motorbike at a traffic light. 

    


Vida ran alongside Trojan, a black horse that could be seen sideswiping a taxi as it turned into oncoming traffic after running through a red light at an intersection.
One of the animals shattered the windows of a taxi it struck outside the Clermont Hotel and another smashed a windshield when it slammed into a tour bus. 
Two of the horses were corralled at Limehouse about 5 miles (8 kilometers) from where they bolted. All the captured horses were taken back to barracks in Hyde Park. 
Cartlidge said the army trains with about 150 horses every day, so the incident was exceptionally rare. 
"Unfortunately we have seen what has happened, but all I can say is the crucial thing ... no serious injuries to the public as far as we aware, and of course we will be keeping an eye on the situation," he told LBC.
The horses had been training for an upcoming military parade and were spooked by the crashing sound of construction materials at a work site in Belgravia, a swanky neighborhood just to the west of the palace, said Matt Woodward, commanding officer of the Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment.
A day after the incident, more than 150 horses and close to 200 participants took part in the regiment's annual inspection at Hyde Park to demonstrate readiness for summer pageantry including Trooping the Color and state visits.
A small crowd gathered as mounted riders, dressed in black, red and gold uniforms with golden helmets, trotted to the beat of a brass band.
___
This story has been corrected to show that the black horse seen running with a bloody horse was named Trojan, not Quaker. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/horses-bolt-loose-london-injured-bloody-3f26655babe06f78a68164fed597b033
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More than just a bowl of noodles, ramen in Japan is an experience and a tourist attraction

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Spicy, steaming, slurpy ramen may be everyone's favorite Japanese food. In Tokyo, long lines circle around blocks, and waiting an hour for your favorite ramen is normal. What awaits might just be a dive, but a hot bowl of ramen rarely fails to hit the spot. (AP Video/Hiromi Tanoue and Ayaka McGill)
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    [image: A staff member prepares small bowls of noodle for participants of Tokyo Ramen Tours at Shinbusakiya, a ramen shop which offers "Hokkaido classics," at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Participants eat the noodle at Shinbusakiya, a ramen shop which offers "Hokkaido classics," during Tokyo Ramen Tours at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Frank Striegl, standing at center, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, explains foreign participants of a ramen tasting tour at Nagi which offers "Fukuoka fusion," type ramen at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Frank Striegl, center, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, leads several participants of a ramen tasting tour near Shibuya pedestrian crossing at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 17 | Frank Striegl, center, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, leads several participants of a ramen tasting tour near Shibuya pedestrian crossing at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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Frank Striegl, center, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, leads several participants of a ramen tasting tour near Shibuya pedestrian crossing at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Participants of Tokyo Ramen Tours enter Shinbusakiya, a ramen shop which offers "Hokkaido classics," at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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Participants of Tokyo Ramen Tours enter Shinbusakiya, a ramen shop which offers "Hokkaido classics," at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Chefs prepare noodles for participants of Tokyo Ramen Tours at Syuuichi, which means "once a week," featuring curry-flavored ramen, at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Frank Striegl, bottom right, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, explains participants of a ramen tasting tour at Nagi, which offers "Fukuoka fusion," type ramen at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A staff member prepares to serve noodles for participants of Tokyo Ramen Tours at Syuuichi, which means "once a week," featuring curry-flavored ramen, at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A chef cooks noodle for participants of Tokyo Ramen Tours at Nagi, which offers "Fukuoka fusion," type ramen at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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A chef cooks noodle for participants of Tokyo Ramen Tours at Nagi, which offers "Fukuoka fusion," type ramen at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Frank Striegl, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, walks inside Nagi, which offers "Fukuoka fusion," type ramen at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 17 | Frank Striegl, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, walks inside Nagi, which offers "Fukuoka fusion," type ramen at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 17
Frank Striegl, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, walks inside Nagi, which offers "Fukuoka fusion," type ramen at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Frank Striegl, right, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, explains foreign participants of a ramen tasting tour at Shinbusakiya, a ramen shop which offers "Hokkaido classics," at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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Frank Striegl, right, a guide of Tokyo Ramen Tours, explains foreign participants of a ramen tasting tour at Shinbusakiya, a ramen shop which offers "Hokkaido classics," at Shibuya district on April 2, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: A staff member cooks one of their ramen merchandise sold online at Gourmet Innovation, in Tokyo Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Gourmet Innovation has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: A staff member cooks one of their ramen merchandise sold online at Gourmet Innovation in Tokyo, on April 10, 2024. Gourmet Innovation has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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A staff member cooks one of their ramen merchandise sold online at Gourmet Innovation in Tokyo, on April 10, 2024. Gourmet Innovation has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Co-founder and executive Kenichi Nomaguchi of Tokyo-based Gourmet Innovation, explains on the merchandise during an interview with The Associated Press, in Tokyo on April 10, 2024. Gourmet Innovation has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 17 | Co-founder and executive Kenichi Nomaguchi of Tokyo-based Gourmet Innovation, explains on the merchandise during an interview with The Associated Press, in Tokyo on April 10, 2024. Gourmet Innovation has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Co-founder and executive Kenichi Nomaguchi of Gourmet Innovation, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Tokyo, on April 10, 2024. Gourmet Innovation has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 17 | Co-founder and executive Kenichi Nomaguchi of Gourmet Innovation, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Tokyo, on April 10, 2024. Gourmet Innovation has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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Co-founder and executive Kenichi Nomaguchi of Gourmet Innovation, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Tokyo, on April 10, 2024. Gourmet Innovation has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Kota Kobayashi prepares a bowl of noodle at his chain called "Ore No Ikiru Michi" in Tokyo on April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 17 | Kota Kobayashi prepares a bowl of noodle at his chain called "Ore No Ikiru Michi" in Tokyo on April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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Kota Kobayashi prepares a bowl of noodle at his chain called "Ore No Ikiru Michi" in Tokyo on April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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[image: Kota Kobayashi, owner of a chain ramen shop called "Ore No Ikiru Michi," speaks during an interview with The Associated Press on April 17, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 17 | Kota Kobayashi, owner of a chain ramen shop called "Ore No Ikiru Michi," speaks during an interview with The Associated Press on April 17, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 17
Kota Kobayashi, owner of a chain ramen shop called "Ore No Ikiru Michi," speaks during an interview with The Associated Press on April 17, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Spicy, steaming, slurpy ramen might be everyone's favorite Japanese food.
In Tokyo, long lines circle around blocks, and waiting an hour for your ramen is normal. What awaits might be just a dive, but a hot bowl of ramen rarely fails to hit the spot. 
Often cooked right before your eyes behind dingy counters, the noodle dish starts here at around 1,000 yen ($6.50), and comes in various flavors and local versions. There's salty, soy-based "shoyu" or "miso" paste. Perhaps it's red-hot spicy with a dash of chili. Sometimes there's no soup at all but a sauce to dip the noodles in.
The curly noodles are lighter than the darker buckwheat "soba," or "udon," which are also usually flatter or thicker.

    
        
    
GLOBAL SUCCESS
Ramen has also surged in popularity in the U.S., South Korea and other countries. Retail sales in the United States have risen 72% since 2000, according to NielsenIQ, a sales tracker. In the 52 weeks ending April 13, Americans bought more than $1.6 billion worth of ramen.

    


In restaurants, versions beyond the traditional soup are appearing, said Technomic, a research and consulting company for the restaurant industry. Del Taco, a Mexican chain, recently introduced Shredded Beef Birria Ramen, for example.
Packaged ramen that's easily cooked in hot water at home is called instant noodles; it's precooked and then dried. The story of how Momofuku Ando invented instant ramen in a backyard shed in 1958, when food was still scarce, is the stuff of legend in Japan. He went on to found the food giant Nissin Foods. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Although convenient, instant noodles aren't the same as the ramen served at restaurants.
THE EXPERIENCE 
Some Japanese frequent ramen shops twice or three times a week. They emerge, dripping with sweat, smacking their lips.
"I'm probably a talking bowl of ramen," says Frank Striegl as he leads a dozen American tourists through the back alleys of Tokyo's funky Shibuya district on what he calls "the ultimate ramen experience."

    


The crowd is led behind a shabby doorway, sometimes down narrow stairs, to a dim-lit table where ramen gets served in tiny bowls, practically the size of a latte cup, or about a quarter of a regular ramen bowl. That's so guests have enough room in their tummies to try out six different kinds of ramen, two at each spot during the tour.
One restaurant, Shinbusakiya, offers "Hokkaido classics" from the northernmost main island, while another, Nagi, offers "Fukuoka fusion," from the southern main island of Kyushu. It includes a green ramen, similar to pasta al pesto. Syuuichi, which means "once a week," features curry-flavored ramen.
"It's not just, of course, about eating delicious ramen, but also learning about it," said Striegl, a Filipino American who grew up in Tokyo. He calls ramen "people's food."
"A lot of countries around the world have their version of ramen in a way," he said. "So I think because of that, it's a dish that's easy to understand. It's a dish that's easy to get behind."
While the tour participants were relishing their noodles, Striegl outlined a brief history of ramen: Its roots date back to the samurai era, when a shogun took a fancy to Chinese noodles, setting off the localizing journey for ramen that continues today.

    


Katie Sell, a graduate student on Striegl's tour, called ramen "a kind of comfort food, especially in the winter. Get a group of friends, go have some ramen and just enjoy it."
Kavi Patel, an engineer from New Jersey, said he was glad he included the humble ramen on his tour of Japan, along with more established attractions like the ancient capital of Kyoto and the deer park in Nara. "I'm having good fun," he said.
ADJUSTING TO CHANGE
While ramen has never been more popular in Japan, ramen places have struggled because of the pandemic, the weakening Japanese yen, and the higher cost of wheat imports and energy, according to a study by Tokyo Shoko Research.
One beneficiary of the pandemic is a home delivery service for frozen, professionally cooked ramen. Called takumen.com, it boasts some 500,000 subscribers in Japan.
Another Tokyo operation, Gourmet Innovation, has signed on 250 of the country's top ramen joints to sell packaged versions of their soup, noodles and toppings, to be heated up in boiling water and served at home.

    


Co-founder and executive Kenichi Nomaguchi, who hopes to expand his business overseas, says ramen and animation are Japan's most successful exports. 
Why ramen? Unlike pasta or curry, ramen is difficult to replicate at home, he said, Making it from scratch involves hours of cooking stock, with pork, beef or chicken, various fish or bonito flakes, and "kombu" kelp. Some stock uses oysters.
LOTS OF VARIETY
Besides the different soup stocks and flavors, onions, grated garlic, ginger or sesame oil can be added for extra punch. Toppings can include bean sprouts, barbecued pork, boiled or raw eggs, seaweed, fermented bamboo shoots called "menma," chopped green onions, cooked cabbage, snow peas or corn.

    


Some insist a bowl of ramen is not complete without a slice of narutomaki, a whitefish cake with a pink spiral pattern.
Unusual varieties include coffee ramen and ramen topped with ice cream or pineapple.
Jiro-style ramen, named for a legendary restaurant in Tokyo, features mounds of vegetable toppings, huge steak-like barbecued pork and pungent, grated garlic seeped in a fatty pork-based stock.
"Impact is important. So the pork has to be big so it's truly memorable," said Kota Kobayashi, who serves Jiro-style ramen at his chain, "Ore No Ikiru Michi," which translates to, "The way I live my life."
Kobayashi is a former professional baseball player at the Yokohama Bay Stars, and played with the minor league Cleveland Guardians before switching to his ramen business. 
"When I quit baseball, I chose ramen as my way of life," he said with a smile.
He can wax philosophical about ramen. One cultural difference he has observed is that Americans tend to leave the noodles and drink all the soup, while the Japanese mostly do the opposite.
And taste is only part of what makes good ramen. One must also offer entertainment, Kobayashi said.
At his restaurants, the chopsticks are tucked in a box on a shelf, so first-time visitors ask where they are. Repeat customers go straight to that box. Kobayashi calls out, "Welcome back," making the customers feel a connection, even if he doesn't remember a thing about them.
___
Dee-Ann Durbin contributed to this story from Detroit.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama
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Airlines will now be required to give automatic cash refunds for canceled and delayed flights

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Passenger drop off their baggage at United Airlines in C Terminal at George Bush Intercontinental Airport, Thursday, Dec. 21, 2023, in Houston. The Biden administration issued final rules Wednesday, April 24, 2024, to require airlines to automatically issue cash refunds for things like delayed flights and to better disclose fees for baggage or canceling a reservation. (Brett Coomer/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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                                        The Biden administration issued final rules Wednesday to require airlines to automatically issue cash refunds for things like delayed flights and to better disclose fees for baggage or canceling a reservation.
The Transportation Department said airlines will be required to provide automatic cash refunds within a few days for canceled flights and "significant" delays.
Under current regulations, airlines decide how long a delay must last before triggering refunds. The administration is removing that wiggle room by defining a significant delay as lasting at least three hours for domestic flights and six hours for international ones.
Airlines still will be allowed to offer another flight or a travel credit instead, but consumers can reject the offer.




The rule will also apply to refunds of checked-bag fees if the bag isn't delivered within 12 hours for domestic flights or 15 to 30 hours for international flights. And it will apply to fees for things such as seat selection or an internet connection if the airline fails to provide the service.

    


Complaints about refunds skyrocketed during the COVID-19 pandemic, as airlines canceled flights and, even when they didn't, many people didn't feel safe sharing a plane cabin with other passengers.
Airlines for America, a trade group for large U.S. carriers, noted that refund complaints to the Transportation Department have fallen sharply since mid-2020. A spokesperson for the group said airlines "offer a range of options -- including fully refundable fares -- to increase accessibility to air travel and to help customers make ticket selections that best fit their needs."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The group said the 11 largest U.S. airlines issued $43 billion in customer refunds from 2020 through 2023.
The Transportation Department issued a separate rule requiring airlines and ticket agents to disclose upfront what they charge for checked and carry-on bags and canceling or changing a reservation. On airline websites, the fees must be shown the first time customers see a price and schedule. 

    


The rule will also oblige airlines to tell passengers they have a guaranteed seat they are not required to pay extra for, although it does not bar airlines from charging people to choose specific seats. Many airlines now charge extra for certain spots, including exit-row seats and those near the front of the cabin.
The agency said the rule will save consumers more than $500 million a year.
Airlines for America said its members "offer transparency and vast choice to consumers" from their first search. 
The new rules will take effect over the next two years. They are part of a broad administration attack on what President Joe Biden calls "junk fees." Last week, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg announced that his department will let state officials in 15 states help enforce federal airline consumer protection laws.
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Southwest Airlines flight attendants ratify a contract that will raise pay about 33% over 4 years

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Southwest Airlines plane prepares to land at Midway International Airport, Feb. 12, 2023, in Chicago. Flight attendants at Southwest Airlines on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, ratified a contract that includes pay raises totaling more than 33% over four years, as airline workers continue to benefit from the industry's recovery since the pandemic. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Flight attendants at Southwest Airlines have ratified a contract that includes pay raises totaling more than 33% over four years, as airline workers continue to benefit from the industry's recovery since the pandemic.
The Transport Workers Union said Wednesday that members of Local 556 approved the contract by a margin of 81% to 19%. The union's board rejected a lower offer last summer, and flight attendants voted against a second proposal in December.
Southwest has about 20,000 flight attendants. They will get raises of more than 22% on May 1 and annual increases of 3% in each of the following three years.
The union said the contract provides record gains for flight attendants and sets a standard for other flight attendants. Cabin crews at United Airlines and American Airlines, which are represented by other unions, are still negotiating contracts.

    


The union said the deal gives Southwest crews the shortest on-duty day and highest pay in the industry, compensation during disruptions like the Southwest meltdown in December 2022, and industry-first paid maternity and parental leave. Workers will also split $364 million in ratification bonuses, according to the union.




Dallas-based Southwest, the nation's fourth-biggest airline, said the contract includes changes in scheduling and will help the airline's operation. 
Pilot unions at Delta, United, American and Southwest approved contracts last year that raised pay by more than one-third over several years. This week, Delta said its flight attendants and other nonunion workers will get 5% raises. 
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    [image: FILE - A Meta Portal Go is displayed during a preview of the Meta Store in Burlingame, Calif., on May 4, 2022. Meta reports earnings on Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)]
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                                        Facebook and Instagram parent company Meta said Wednesday its first-quarter profit more than doubled, boosted by higher advertising revenue and a 6% increase on the average price of ads on its platforms. But its shares dropped sharply in after-hours trading following lukewarm revenue guidance.
Meta Platforms Inc. earned $12.37 billion, or $4.71 per share, in the January-March period. That's up from $5.71 billion, or $2.20 per share, in the same period a year earlier. 
Revenue rose 27% to $36.46 billion from $28.65 billion. 
Analysts, on average, were expecting earnings of $4.32 per share on revenue of $36.14 billion, according to a poll by FactSet. 
For the current quarter, the Menlo Park, California-based company said it expects revenue between $36.5 billion and $39 billion. Analysts are expecting revenue of $38.25 billion for the second quarter, which is higher than the midpoint of Meta's guidance range. 

    


Meta also said it expects its 2024 capital expenses to be higher than anticipated due to its investments in artificial intelligence. It is forecasting expenses in the range of $35 billion to $40 billion, up from its earlier guidance of $30 billion to $37 billion. 




The company has been investing heavily in AI and earlier this month unveiled a new set of artificial intelligence systems that are powering what CEO Mark Zuckerberg calls "the most intelligent AI assistant that you can freely use."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meta, along with leading AI developers Google and OpenAI, and startups such as Anthropic, Cohere and France's Mistral, have been churning out new AI language models and hoping to persuade customers they've got the smartest, handiest or most efficient chatbots.
"Meta's earnings should serve as a stark warning for companies reporting this earnings season," said Thomas Monteiro, senior analyst at Investing.com "Even though the company did beat estimates in all top- and bottom-line metrics, it didn't matter as much as the reported lowering revenue expectations for Q2. This is the exact opposite of what Tesla did yesterday and goes to show that investors are currently looking at the near future with heavy mistrust." 

    


On Tuesday, electric vehicle maker Tesla reported that its first-quarter net income plummeted 55%. But it said it would accelerate production of new, more affordable vehicles, and on Wednesday its stock rose 12%.
The number of people using Meta's apps, meanwhile, continued to increase, with 3.24 billion users on average for March in its "family of apps" that includes Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp and Messenger. That's up 7% year-over-year. Beginning this quarter, the company will no longer disclose user figures for Facebook. 
Meta had 69,329 workers as of March 31, a decrease of 10% year-over-year. Zuckerberg called 2023 the "year of efficiency" and the company laid off thousands to reduce expenses. 
Meta's shares fell 16% in after-hours trading. Meta's stock price has more than doubled over the past year thanks to a rebound in online advertising.
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TikTok may be banned in the US. Here's what happened when India did it

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Senate passed legislation Tuesday that would force TikTok's China-based parent company to sell the social media platform under the threat of a ban. Here's what to know.
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    [image: FILE- Activists of Jammu and Kashmir Dogra Front shout slogans against Chinese President Xi Jinping next to a banner showing the logos of TikTok and other Chinese apps banned in India during a protest in Jammu, India, July 1, 2020. (AP Photo/Channi Anand, File)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- The hugely popular Chinese app TikTok may be forced out of the U.S., where a measure to outlaw the video-sharing app has won congressional approval and is on its way to President Biden for his signature. 
In India, the app was banned nearly four years ago. Here's what happened:
WHY DID INDIA BAN TIKTOK?
In June 2020, TikTok users in India bid goodbye to the app, which is operated by Chinese internet firm ByteDance. New Delhi had suddenly banned the popular app, alongside dozens other Chinese apps, following a military clash along the India-China border. Twenty Indian and four Chinese soldiers were killed, and ties between the two Asian giants plunged to a new low.
The government cited privacy concerns and said that Chinese apps pose a threat to India's sovereignty and security.
The move mostly drew widespread support in India, where protesters had been calling for a boycott of Chinese goods since the deadly confrontation in the remote Karakoram mountain border region.





    


"There was a clamour leading up to this, and the popular narrative was how can we allow Chinese companies to do business in India when we're in the middle of a military standoff," said Nikhil Pahwa, a digital policy expert and founder of tech website MediaNama.
Just months before the ban, India had also restricted investment from Chinese companies, Pahwa added. "TikTok wasn't a one-off case. Today, India has banned over 500 Chinese apps to date."
HOW DID USERS AND CREATORS REACT? 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At the time, India had about 200 million TikTok users. And the company also employed thousands of Indians.
TikTok users and content creators, however, needed a place to go -- and the ban provided a multi-billion dollar opportunity to snatch up a big market. Within months, Google rolled out YouTube Shorts and Instagram pushed out its Reels feature. Both mimicked the short-form video creation that TikTok had excelled at.
"And they ended up capturing most of the market that TikTok had vacated," said Pahwa.

    


In India, TikTok content was hyperlocal, which made it quite unique. It opened a window into the lives of small-town India, with videos coming from tier 2 and 3 cities that showed people doing tricks while laying down bricks, for example.
But for the most part, content creators and users in the four years since the ban have moved on to other platforms.
Winnie Sangma misses posting videos on TikTok and earning a bit of money. But after the ban, he migrated to Instagram and now has 15,000 followers. The process, for the most part, has been relatively painless.
"I have built up followers on Instagram too, and I am making money from it, but the experience isn't like how it used to be on TikTok," he said.
Rajib Dutta, a frequent scroller on TikTok, also switched to Instagram after the ban. "It wasn't really a big deal," he said.
HOW IS INDIA'S BAN DIFFERENT FROM THE U.S. 
The legislation to outlaw the app has won congressional approval and now awaits a signature from Biden.
The measure gives ByteDance, the app's parent company, nine months to sell it, and three more if a sale is underway. If this doesn't happen, TikTok will be banned. It would take at least a year before a ban goes into effect, but with likely court challenges, it could stretch longer.

    


In India, the ban in 2020 was swift. TikTok and other companies were given time to respond to questions on privacy and security, and by January 2021, it became a permanent ban. 
But the situation in the U.S. is different, said Pahwa. "In India, TikTok decided not to go to court, but the U.S. is a bigger revenue market for them. Also, the First Amendment in America is fairly strong, so it's not going to be as easy for the U.S. to do this as it was for India," he said, in reference to free speech rights in the U.S. Constitution. 
As Chinese apps proliferate across the world, Pahwa says countries need to assess their dependency on China and develop a way to reduce it as the apps can pose a national security risk. 
The app is also banned in Pakistan, Nepal and Afghanistan and restricted in many countries in Europe.
"Chinese intelligence law and its cybersecurity law can allow Chinese apps to work in the interest of their own security. That creates a situation of distrust and it becomes a national security risk for others," said Pahwa.

    


"There should be different rules for democratic countries and for authoritarian regimes where companies can act as an extension of the state," he added.
---
This story corrects the expert's erroneous reference to Fourth instead of First Amendment.
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Chinese automakers redefine the car as a living space at Beijing Auto Show

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Visitors look at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]
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[image: Visitors take photos of a Zeekr car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]
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[image: Visitors look at a Great Wall's Haval car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 25 | Visitors look at a Great Wall's Haval car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors check at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 25 | Visitors check at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: The BYD Han EV car sedan is shown during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 25 | The BYD Han EV car sedan is shown during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li speaks during a press conference at the opening China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 25 | Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li speaks during a press conference at the opening China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors photograph a Lamborghini car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 25 | Visitors photograph a Lamborghini car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li, waves to the media during a press conference at the opening of the China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 25 | Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li, waves to the media during a press conference at the opening of the China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Attendees take photos of the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 25 | Attendees take photos of the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: The all electric Mini Aceman is unveiled at the BMW booth during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 25 | The all electric Mini Aceman is unveiled at the BMW booth during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Visitors take photos of a MG concept car during an opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 25 | Visitors take photos of a MG concept car during an opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: A live streamer works near the Volvo EX30 fully electric small SUV unveiled during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 25 | A live streamer works near the Volvo EX30 fully electric small SUV unveiled during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Models pose near the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. China's largest EV maker, BYD has been expanding rapidly into overseas markets, launching its low-priced Dolphin Mini, sold as the Seagull in China, in Latin American markets this year. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Models pose near the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. China's largest EV maker, BYD has been expanding rapidly into overseas markets, launching its low-priced Dolphin Mini, sold as the Seagull in China, in Latin American markets this year. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Visitors look at Toyota cars during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | Visitors look at Toyota cars during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors stand near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Visitors stand near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A live streamer poses near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | A live streamer poses near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: A woman chats on her phone near the Lincoln Navigator SUV during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | A woman chats on her phone near the Lincoln Navigator SUV during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: The BYD Qin L Dmi is unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | The BYD Qin L Dmi is unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman reacts near the 01 from Jiyue-auto during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | A woman reacts near the 01 from Jiyue-auto during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Attendees look at Honda GT during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | Attendees look at Honda GT during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Workers take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | Workers take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Workers take a break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 25 | Workers take a break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 25 | Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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        Chinese automakers redefine the car as a living space at Beijing Auto Show

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Visitors look at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 25 | Visitors look at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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Visitors look at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors take photos of a Zeekr car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 25 | Visitors take photos of a Zeekr car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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Visitors take photos of a Zeekr car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors take photos of a Zeekr car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 25 | Visitors take photos of a Zeekr car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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Visitors take photos of a Zeekr car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors look at a Great Wall's Haval car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 25 | Visitors look at a Great Wall's Haval car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 25
Visitors look at a Great Wall's Haval car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors check at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 25 | Visitors check at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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Visitors check at an MG car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: The BYD Han EV car sedan is shown during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 25 | The BYD Han EV car sedan is shown during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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The BYD Han EV car sedan is shown during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li speaks during a press conference at the opening China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 25 | Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li speaks during a press conference at the opening China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li speaks during a press conference at the opening China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors photograph a Lamborghini car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 25 | Visitors photograph a Lamborghini car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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Visitors photograph a Lamborghini car during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li, waves to the media during a press conference at the opening of the China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 25 | Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li, waves to the media during a press conference at the opening of the China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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Founder and CEO of the electric car manufacturer Nio, William Li, waves to the media during a press conference at the opening of the China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Attendees take photos of the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 25 | Attendees take photos of the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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Attendees take photos of the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: The all electric Mini Aceman is unveiled at the BMW booth during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 25 | The all electric Mini Aceman is unveiled at the BMW booth during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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The all electric Mini Aceman is unveiled at the BMW booth during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Visitors take photos of a MG concept car during an opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 25 | Visitors take photos of a MG concept car during an opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 25
Visitors take photos of a MG concept car during an opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: A live streamer works near the Volvo EX30 fully electric small SUV unveiled during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 25 | A live streamer works near the Volvo EX30 fully electric small SUV unveiled during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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A live streamer works near the Volvo EX30 fully electric small SUV unveiled during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Models pose near the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. China's largest EV maker, BYD has been expanding rapidly into overseas markets, launching its low-priced Dolphin Mini, sold as the Seagull in China, in Latin American markets this year. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 25 | Models pose near the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. China's largest EV maker, BYD has been expanding rapidly into overseas markets, launching its low-priced Dolphin Mini, sold as the Seagull in China, in Latin American markets this year. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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Models pose near the BYD Qin L Dmi unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. China's largest EV maker, BYD has been expanding rapidly into overseas markets, launching its low-priced Dolphin Mini, sold as the Seagull in China, in Latin American markets this year. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Visitors look at Toyota cars during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 25 | Visitors look at Toyota cars during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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Visitors look at Toyota cars during the opening of China Auto Show in Beijing, China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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[image: Visitors stand near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 25 | Visitors stand near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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Visitors stand near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: A live streamer poses near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 25 | A live streamer poses near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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A live streamer poses near a concept car from Nissan during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: A woman chats on her phone near the Lincoln Navigator SUV during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 25 | A woman chats on her phone near the Lincoln Navigator SUV during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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A woman chats on her phone near the Lincoln Navigator SUV during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: The BYD Qin L Dmi is unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 25 | The BYD Qin L Dmi is unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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The BYD Qin L Dmi is unveiled during Auto China 2024 held in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: A woman reacts near the 01 from Jiyue-auto during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 25 | A woman reacts near the 01 from Jiyue-auto during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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A woman reacts near the 01 from Jiyue-auto during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 25 | Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Attendees look at Honda GT during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 25 | Attendees look at Honda GT during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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Attendees look at Honda GT during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Workers take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 25 | Workers take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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Workers take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Workers take a break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 25 | Workers take a break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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Workers take a break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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[image: Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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Models put on make up while others take a lunch break during Auto China 2024 in Beijing, Thursday, April 25, 2024. Global automakers and EV startups unveiled new models and concept cars at China's largest auto show on Thursday, with a focus on the nation's transformation into a major market and production base for digitally connected, new-energy vehicles. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- How about turning a car's front bucket seats 180 degrees so they face the rear seats and extending out a table so the occupants can play cards or eat a meal? Or a 43-inch (109 centimeter) screen for the passengers in the back seat?
The seemingly never-ending efforts of China's electric car makers to redefine the automobile went on display Thursday at the opening of the nation's largest annual auto show. They are forcing established makers such as Volkswagen and Nissan to change the way they develop cars to remain players in what is the world's largest auto market.
Nissan joined Toyota in announcing a tie-up at the Beijing Auto Show with a major Chinese technology company as the Japanese makers strive to meet customer demand in China for AI-enabled online connectivity in cars.
The car with a large flat screen was launched last week at a price of 789,000 yuan ($109,000) by ZEEKR, a young company that is part of the Geely group, a major Chinese automaker that also owns Volvo. It also presented the vehicle with the swiveling front seats, the ZEEKR Mix, as an intelligent living room on wheels. It will be the company's fifth model when it goes on sale later this year.

    


"What was the mass market is now being replaced by new energy," ZEEKR Vice President Jason Lin told The Associated Press at his company's space at Beijing's sprawling exhibition center. "This is particularly obvious at the auto show this year. The cars you see on the new energy stand are very creative. ... But when we go back to the market for fuel cars, it seems that they are all cars from three years ago, five years ago."




A government green-energy push to encourage the development of the electric vehicle industry has transformed the auto market in China. EV sales reached 25% of new car sales last year, cutting into the market for gasoline-powered vehicles. But it's not just how the cars are powered. Chinese car makers have expanded on the Tesla model, adding digital features and connectivity that appeal to a younger, tech-savvy car-buying audience.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A proliferation of EV makers, encouraged by tax breaks as well as green-energy subsidies, has prompted a fierce price war that is expected to lead to a shakeout and consolidation of the industry in the coming years. Geely's ZEEKR division, which delivered its first car less than three years ago, has yet to turn a profit, but Lin said the goal is to break even this year. 

    


Hybrids, which have trailed EVs in China, are expected to be a growing segment going forward. The country's largest EV maker, BYD, showed off two "dual-mode" plug-in cars that can run either solely on electricity or as hybrids. It also introduced the latest version of a hybrid off-road SUV from its luxury Yangwang brand, including an optional built-in drone system.
"China's EVs ... have successfully realized the large-scale replacement of traditional fuel cars, and this trend is irreversible," said Lu Tian, the head of sales for BYD's Dynasty models, which are named after China's former imperial dynasties.

    


Not so fast, said an executive from Chery, a more traditional Chinese maker and a leading exporter. Li Xueyong, a deputy general manager, said the company envisions a future of 40% fuel vehicles, 30% hybrids and 30% electric. The company plans to develop both fuel-powered and new-energy cars, he said.
With competition so fierce at home, many Chinese makers are looking overseas, raising concern in both Europe and the U.S. that cheaper Chinese imports could devastate their auto industries. The EU is weighing whether to impose tariffs on China-made EVs because of the government subsidies that drove the industry's growth.
In Mexico, Chinese vehicles went from about 2.6% of the market in 2021 to 19.2% in the first quarter of this year. Most of those were gasoline-powered vehicles, as there are few charging stations and the cost of electricity makes it expensive to do so at home. 
BYD launched its low-priced Dolphin Mini, sold as the Seagull in China, in Latin American markets this year. The company accounted for 41% of EV sales in Brazil in the first three months of this year.

    


Chinese makers are starting to build plants overseas. Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who began his political career leading autoworkers' unions in the 1970s, was personally engaged in negotiations last year that are bringing a BYD factory to Bahia state -- on the site of a former Ford plant that closed when the U.S. maker left the country. Two other Chinese automakers including Chery already have factories in Brazil.
In China, foreign makers are accelerating the development of new electric car models with digital connectivity to stay competitive.
"This market has become something of a fitness center for us," Volkswagen CEO Oliver Blume said Wednesday on the eve of the auto show. "We have to work harder and faster to keep up." 

    


Other automakers expressed similar sentiments. Japan's Nissan sent top executives to the Beijing auto show to get a first-hand feel for the pace of change in China, company President Makoto Uchida said.
Nissan signed a memorandum of understanding with Baidu to use the Chinese search engine's generative AI capabilities in its cars sold in China. Uchida said Nissan needs to meet the needs of Chinese customers at the speed at which the market is changing.
"If we cannot do those two aspects, I think it is very difficult to keep our business in China," he said.
Tang Daosheng, a senior executive from Chinese tech giant Tencent, joined Toyota's presentation at the auto show, saying the company would provide big data and cloud computing services for Toyota vehicles and connect its ubiquitous WeChat messaging and e-payment system to them.
Volvo, the Swedish brand bought by Geely, stressed a simpler approach to the digitalization of its cars. The company said its new EX30 electric SUV uses sustainable fabrics and has an audio system and tablet screen that are easy to operate.
"We believe that technology should be measured by its utility, not just its novelty," said Xiaolin Yuan, Volvo's Asia-Pacific head.
The EX30 will sell for 210,000 to 260,000 yuan ($29,000 - $36,000) in China, the company announced.
American brands at the show included Lincoln, Cadillac, Buick and Chevrolet. Ford presented a muscular look tied to its history, telling the story of the Mustang and Bronco -- which it described as a "sport utility vehicle" when it was launched in 1966 -- and showing the latest versions of those models.
___
Associated Press researchers Yu Bing and Wanqing Chen and video producers Olivia Zhang and Caroline Chen in Beijing and writers Mark Stevenson in Mexico City and Gabriela Sa Pessoa in Sao Paulo, Brazil, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-auto-ev-toyota-byd-4d034a4b4c0621081c4824b64e461fd6
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    [image: FILE - This June 26, 2007 file photo shows the exterior of Oracle Corp. headquarters in Redwood City, Calif. Oracle Corp.'s planned campus in Nashville, Tenn. will serve as the computer technology giant's world headquarters, placing it in a city that's a center of the health care industry, CEO Larry Ellison said. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | FILE - This June 26, 2007 file photo shows the exterior of Oracle Corp. headquarters in Redwood City, Calif. Oracle Corp.'s planned campus in Nashville, Tenn. will serve as the computer technology giant's world headquarters, placing it in a city that's a center of the health care industry, CEO Larry Ellison said. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)
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[image: FILE - Larry Ellison, chairman of Oracle Corporation and chief technology officer, watches from the stands at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament Oct. 13, 2021, in Indian Wells, Calif. Oracle Corp.'s planned campus in Nashville, Tenn. will serve as the computer technology giant's world headquarters, placing it in a city that's a center of the health care industry, CEO Larry Ellison said. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Oracle Corp.'s planned campus in Nashville, Tennessee, will serve as the business software giant's world headquarters, placing it in a city that's a center for the U.S. health care industry, company Chairman Larry Ellison said.
Ellison spoke about Oracle's plans for its Nashville offices during a conversation about health care technology with former U.S. Sen. Bill Frist at the Oracle Health Summit on Tuesday. 
In 2021, a Tennessee panel approved $65 million in state incentives for Oracle, with the company planning to bring 8,500 jobs and an investment topping $1 billion to Nashville over a decade. Then-Mayor John Cooper's office announced that the company, currently based in Austin, Texas, planned to build the new campus with 1.2 million square feet (111,400 square meters) of office space. In 2020, Oracle announced it was moving its headquarters from its longtime home in Redwood City, California, to Texas.

    


Frist, a doctor and businessman, asked Ellison why Nashville was chosen. Ellison, whose company bought electronic medical records company Cerner in 2022, called the city "a health center." 




"We're moving this huge campus, which will ultimately be our world headquarters," Ellison said. "We're moving that to Nashville."
Ellison then joked that he "shouldn't have said that." 
According to the Nashville Health Care Council, Tennessee's capital city has more than 900 companies with 550,000 employees working in the health care industry. HCA Healthcare and Change Healthcare are among the large companies based in the growing city. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ellison, who is also the company's chief technology officer, said Oracle wants to be part of a community where people want to live. He said the city "ticked all the boxes" in employee surveys.
"Nashville is a fabulous place to live," Ellison said. "It's a great place to raise a family. It's got a unique and vibrant culture .... It's the center of the industry we're most concerned about, which is the health care industry." 

    


The Nashville mayor's office said in 2021 that Oracle paid $254 million for 60 acres (24 hectares) in downtown Nashville and offered $175 million upfront for public infrastructure, including a pedestrian bridge over the Cumberland River, environmental cleanup, a sewer pump station and a riverfront park.
Ellison said plans for the riverfront campus include a community clinic, a concert venue, a hotel and a restaurant. 
Nashville Mayor Freddie O'Connell said his office has been actively engaged with Oracle since he was elected last year, "and it's been clear that they intended to enhance the level of activity at their River North campus."
"We are a complete city that also checks the box for business," O'Connell said in a statement. 
___
This story has been updated to correct that Ellison is Oracle's chairman, not CEO.
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- A Tesla that may have been operating on the company's Autopilot driving system hit and killed a motorcyclist near Seattle, raising questions about whether a recent recall went far enough to ensure Tesla drivers using Autopilot pay attention to the road.
After the crash Friday in a suburban area about 15 miles (24 kilometers) northeast of the city, the driver of a 2022 Tesla Model S told a Washington State Patrol trooper that he was using Autopilot and looked at his cellphone while the Tesla was moving.
"The next thing he knew there was a bang and the vehicle lurched forward as it accelerated and collided with the motorcycle in front of him," the trooper wrote in a probable-cause document. 
The 56-year-old driver was arrested for investigation of vehicular homicide "based on the admitted inattention to driving, while on Autopilot mode, and the distraction of the cell phone while moving forward, putting trust in the machine to drive for him," the affidavit said.

    


The Tesla driver told the trooper that he was driving home from having lunch when the crash occurred at about 3:45 p.m.




The motorcyclist, Jeffrey Nissen, 28, of Stanwood, Washington, was under the car and pronounced dead at the scene, authorities reported.
Authorities said they have not yet independently verified whether Autopilot was in use at the time of the crash. "We have not gotten that far yet. It's very early stages of the investigation," Washington State Patrol Capt. Deion Glover said Wednesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The death comes about four months after U.S. auto safety regulators pressured Tesla into recalling more than 2 million vehicles to fix a defective system that's supposed to make sure drivers pay attention when using Autopilot.
A message was left Wednesday seeking comment from Tesla, which collects online data from its vehicles.
Under the December recall, part of a two-year investigation into Teslas on Autopilot hitting emergency vehicles parked on roadways, Tesla reluctantly agreed to update Autopilot software to increase warnings and alerts to drivers. 

    


Autopilot can keep a car centered in its lane and a distance from vehicles in front of it, but Tesla says on its website that the cars can't drive themselves, despite the name.
The company's monitoring system sends alerts to drivers if it fails to detect torque from hands on the steering wheel, a system that experts have described as inadequate. They say the systems should have infrared cameras that make sure drivers have their eyes on the road.
It's not known whether the Tesla involved in the Washington motorcyclist's death got the software update specified in the recall, but documents filed by Tesla with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration say most newer Teslas have software that would automatically include the update.
Kelly Funkhouser, associate director of vehicle technology for Consumer Reports, said it's her understanding that the software update automatically went to most Teslas. 
Many Teslas have cameras in the cabin that can watch drivers using Autopilot, but Funkhouser said Consumer Reports found in testing that the cameras can be covered up by drivers without consequences.

    


The government should be investigating the crash to see if the recall fixes are doing what they were intended to do, said Philip Koopman, a professor at Carnegie Mellon University who studies vehicle-automation safety.
If Autopilot was in use, "NHTSA should be looking at this as a data point as to whether Tesla has effectively removed unreasonable risk from the use of Autopilot," Koopman said. "The problem is this affects other road users, which is why regulatory intervention is appropriate."
A message was left seeking comment from NHTSA. Since 2016, the agency has sent investigators to at least 35 crashes in which Teslas suspected of operating on a partially automated driving system hit parked emergency vehicles, motorcyclists or tractor trailers that crossed in the vehicles' paths, causing a total of 17 deaths.
The agency also is investigating crashes involving automated driving systems from other automakers. Most recently it sent teams to two fatal crashes involving Ford Mustang Mach-E electric vehicles.
____
Krisher reported from Detroit. 
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    [image: FILE - Human rights lawyer Adam Bodnar hands out flyers to morning commuters as he runs in his first election, for a seat in the Senate with the opposition Civic Coalition, in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2023. Poland's prosecutor general told the parliament on Wednesday, April 24, 2024, that powerful Pegasus spyware was used against hundreds of people under the former government in Poland, among them elected officials. Adam Bodnar told the lawmakers that speaking as both a citizen and as prosecutor general, he found the scale of the surveillance to be ]
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland's prosecutor general told the parliament on Wednesday that powerful Pegasus spyware was used against hundreds of people during the former government in Poland, among them elected officials.
Adam Bodnar told lawmakers that he found the scale of the surveillance "shocking and depressing."
"It is sad for me that even in this room I am speaking to people who were victims of this system," Bodnar told the Sejm, the lower house of parliament.
Bodnar, who is also the justice minister, didn't specify who exactly was subject to surveillance by the spyware. His office said the information was confidential.
Bodnar was presenting information that the prosecutor general's office sent last week to the Sejm and Senate. The data showed that Pegasus was used in the cases of 578 people from 2017 to 2022, and that it was used by three separate government agencies: the Central Anticorruption Bureau, the Military Counterintelligence Service and the Internal Security Agency.

    


The data show that it was used against six people in 2017; 100 in 2018; 140 in 2019; 161 in 2020; 162 in 2021; and then nine in 2022, when it stopped.




The Associated Press broke the news of the former governments' abuse of Pegasus in December 2021, based on forensics by the University of Toronto's online watchdog Citizen Lab.
Bodnar said that the software generated "enormous knowledge" about the "private and professional lives" of those put under surveillance. He also stressed that the Polish state doesn't have full control over the data that is gathered because the system operates on the basis of a license that was granted by an Israeli company. He said "the use of this type of method must raise serious doubts from the point of view of the protection of constitutional rights."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pegasus, produced by Israel's the NSO Group, has been sold to governments and is described as a tool to fight criminals and terrorists. However, evidence has emerged of governments using it against political opponents, journalists and human rights workers. 

    


The Biden administration, concerned about the potential of the technology for abuse, blacklisted the NSO Group in 2021, barring it from access to U.S. technology. This year it went further and imposed visa restrictions on foreign individuals involved in the misuse of commercial spyware.
Pegasus gives its operators complete access to a mobile device, allowing them to extract passwords, photos, messages, contacts and browsing history and activate the microphone and camera for real-time eavesdropping.
Its use in Poland under the previous government, led by the Law and Justice party, resulted in accusations that the authorities were abusing power and eroding democratic guardrails. 
Investigations into the use of the powerful spyware were launched after Prime Minister Donald Tusk took office in December as the head of a three-party pro-European Union coalition.
The investigations into Pegasus use are part of a larger effort by Tusk and Bodnar to restore democratic norms that they believe were eroded by the Law and Justice government, which held power from 2015 to 2023.

    


"The use of Pegasus over these few years has poisoned the essence of democracy in Poland," Marcin Bosacki, a lawmaker with Tusk's centrist Civic Coalition, told lawmakers after Bodnar's presentation.
Jaroslaw Kaczynski, the head of Law and Justice, said last month during testimony to an investigative commission that the "use of Pegasus was in accordance with the law," and that in 99% of the cases it was used against criminals.
The minister currently in charge of the security services, Tomasz Siemoniak, said earlier this month in an interview on the private broadcaster TVN24 that while the use of Pegasus in Poland was "justified" in some cases of suspected terrorism and for counterintelligence use, in "too many cases" it wasn't justified.
Siemoniak said the unjustified use of the software resulted in Poland losing its license for using it. 
Bodnar is also working to address the issue of judicial independence after the previous government overhauled the justice system to gain more control over courts.
The practices of Law and Justice prompted the European Union to withhold billions of euros in funding -- money that is now flowing after a change of government.
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    [image: FILE - Richard Katsuda, educator and co-chair of Nikkei for Civil Rights and Redress opens the LA Day of Remembrance at the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles, Feb. 18, 2023. The names of thousands of people held in Japanese American incarceration camps during World War II will be digitized and made available for free, genealogy company Ancestry announced Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The names of thousands of people held in Japanese American incarceration camps during World War II have been digitized and made available for free, genealogy company Ancestry announced Wednesday.
The website, known as one of the largest global online resources of family history, is collaborating with the Irei Project, which has been working to memorialize more than 125,000 detainees. It's an ideal partnership as the project's researchers were already utilizing Ancestry. Out of over 60 billion records Ancestry holds, nearly 350,000 have been found to be pertinent to camp detainees and their families.
People will be able to look at more than just names and tell "a bigger story of a person," said Duncan Ryuken Williams, the Irei Project director.
"Being able to research and contextualize a person who has a longer view of family history and community history, and ultimately, American history, that's what it's about -- this collaboration," Williams told told The Associated Press exclusively. 

    


In response to the 1941 attack by Japan on Pearl Harbor, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 on Feb. 19, 1942, to allow for the incarceration of people of Japanese ancestry. The thousands of citizens -- two-thirds of whom were Americans -- were unjustly forced to leave their homes and relocate to camps with barracks and barbed wire. Some detainees went on to enlist in the U.S. military. 




Through Ancestry, people will be able to tap into scanned documents from that era such as military draft cards, photographs from WWII and 1940s and '50s Census records. Most of them will be accessible outside of a paywall. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Williams, a religion professor at the University of Southern California and a Buddhist priest, says Ancestry will have names that have been assiduously spell-checked. Irei Project researchers went to great efforts to verify names that were mangled on government camp rosters and other documents. 

    


"So, our project, we say it's a project of remembrance as well as a project of repair," Williams said. "We try to correct the historical record."
The Irei Project debuted a massive book at the Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles that contains a list of verified names the week of Feb. 19, which is a Day of Remembrance for the Japanese American Community. The book, called the Ireicho, will be on display until Dec. 1. The project also launched its own website with the names as well as light installations at old camp sites and the museum.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Anna Branch, 37, had her hours at work reduced at the start of the pandemic in 2020, she suddenly noticed ads for an app called EarnIn.
"You know how they get you -- the algorithms -- like they're reading your mind," Branch said. "The ad said I could get up to $100 this week and repay it in my next pay period."
Branch, who was working as an administrative assistant in Charleston, South Carolina, downloaded the app, agreed to the flat fee, and added the suggested "tip." The cash helped her cover expenses until payday, when the app debited the borrowed $100, plus $18 for the fee and tip. Four years later, Branch said she still uses the app, as often as once a month.
EarnIn is one of more than a dozen companies that provide this service, billed as Earned Wage Access. The apps extend small short-term loans to workers in between paychecks so they can pay bills and meet everyday needs. On payday, the user repays the money out of their wages. Between 2018 and 2020, transaction volume tripled from $3.2 billion to $9.5 billion, according to Datos Insights.

    


While Earned Wage Access apps have been around for over a decade, the pandemic and its aftermath boosted their popularity. Some apps have approachable human names -- like Dave, Clio, Albert, and Brigit -- while others suggest financial freedom: Empower, FloatMe, FlexWage, Rain. The typical user earns less than $50,000 a year, according to the Government Accountability Office, and has experienced the pinch of two years of high inflation.




Proponents of the apps say they help people living paycheck to paycheck manage their finances and avoid the need for more onerous options, such as payday loans or overdrawing a bank account. But some analysts, consumer advocates and lawmakers say the apps are actually payday loans in a new tech wrapper, and that they can trap users in an endless cycle of borrowing that depletes their earnings.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Critics also say the costs of the loans are not always transparent. Many charge monthly subscription fees and most charge mandatory fees for instant transfers of funds, though there is typically a no-cost option to receive funds in one to three business days. The average APR for a loan repaid in seven to 14 days was 367%, a rate comparable to payday lending, according to a report from the Center for Responsible Lending.

    


Muddying the waters is the fact that some employers have integrated Earned Wage Access apps into their payroll, with different costs, models, and fee structures. Amazon and Walmart, for example, do not always charge employees for early access to earned wages outside of regular pay periods. 
"THEY GET YOU HOOKED"
Sheri Wilkins, 60, who works as a home health aide in College Station, Texas, said she's used the apps since 2020, and that she feels "dependent on the money."
The health care contractor that employs Wilkins offers DailyPay, and Wilkins typically uses the app to transfer the amount of that day's wages ($10.60 an hour) twice a day -- once after each of her two shifts, for which she's paid separately. Each time, she pays a $3.49 fee, for a total of $7 a day. At $35 a week, the app eats up more than three hours of her pay weekly, or a-day-and-a-half's work per month.

    


"They get you hooked on having that money," Wilkins said. "It's fine and great to have it -- to buy groceries and cigarettes -- but when it comes time to have your paycheck, it's only $50-$60."
Wilkins said she was not aware the app had a free option, which would transfer the money in one to three days. She said the app always directed her to the instant transfer option.
A spokesperson for DailyPay said in a statement that the app offers two options with no fees to most users and a third with what they described as a "small ATM-like fee."
Matt Bahl, who researches workplace issues for the Financial Health Network, said the growth of the Earned Wage Access industry is a symptom of widespread financial insecurity.
"It's meant to help solve short-term liquidity challenges," he said. "But if those challenges are the result of insufficient income, it won't solve them. You can't 'tech' your way out of material deficits."

    


THE TIPS
Andrew Lewis, 32, who lives in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, said he uses EarnIn, in part to meet unexpected expenses. Lewis works as a process technician for an electronics manufacturing company, and said he sometimes uses the app as often as every week, for gas money or something his toddler or wife needs.
Lewis usually pays the "tips" the apps suggest, he said, but he doesn't "like them that much," in part because of the messaging.
"Tips keep us running for millions of members like you," EarnIn's in-app copy reads. The company says it uses tips to maintain a no-fee option.
"I feel a little guilty because of how they make it sound," Lewis said.
In 2021, the California Department of Financial Protection and Innovation found "users often feel compelled to leave (tips) due to applied pressure tactics like... claiming tips are used to support other vulnerable consumers or for charitable purposes."

    


In its report, the department found that borrowers who use Earned Wage Access take out an average of 36 loans a year. On 5.8 million transactions, 73% of consumers paid a "tip," at $4.09 per tip on average. On three dozen loans, that's $147 annually in tips alone.
CONVENIENCE AND NO CREDIT CHECK
Penny Lee, head of the Financial Technology Association, an industry group, says more people are turning to Earned Wage Access as a convenience that allows them to make up for the "disconnect between what the consumer needs to be able to spend ... and their pay cycle."
Like Buy Now, Pay Later loans, the apps don't run credit checks and bill themselves as interest-free. Unlike payday loans or auto title loans, where borrowers pledge their vehicles as collateral, users of the apps don't face balloon payments, black marks on their credit reports, or the possibility of losing their car if they fail to pay. Supporters also say the apps don't sue or send collectors after unpaid debts.
The FTA says the average cost per use of an Earned Wage Access app is between $2.59 and $6.27. The companies say the charges are comparable to ATM fees and cheaper than overdraft fees, which people incur if they don't have enough money left in a checking account to cover a bill before payday. The average overdraft fee is more than $25 and can be as high as $36. 
However, in its report, the Center for Responsible Lending found that users of the apps experienced a 56% increase in checking account overdrafts.
A PIVOTAL MOMENT FOR REGULATION
A number of states have moved to regulate Earned Wage Access by capping fees on these products. The industry backs a federal bill, currently before Congress, that would exclude the apps from being regulated by the Truth in Lending Act.
When Connecticut passed a law capping the fees the apps could charge, EarnIn stopped operating in the state. Asked why, EarnIn CEO Ram Palaniappan said it was no longer "economically viable."
Both California and Hawaii are currently drafting laws to rein in Earned Wage Access fees. 
Rep. Bryan Steil, R-WI, one of the federal bill's backers said, it will "ensure workers across the country can continue to use these services, which help them to better connect work to reward."
But Hawaii State Sen. Chris Lee, a Democrat who introduced regulation targeting Earned Wage Access in the state Senate, called the 300-plus percentage interest rates a "modern payday loan scheme." Lee said he would like to see more transparency and worker protections.
Lauren Saunders, an attorney at the National Consumer Law Center, says this a pivotal moment for regulation.
"If (Earned Wage Access) were being used by people to cover one emergency cost a year, it could be better than being subject to overdraft fees or payday or auto title loans," she said. "But being better than terrible predatory products shouldn't be the bar."
___
The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism. 
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- TikTok said Wednesday that it's halting a feature on its new app rewarding users in Europe for watching videos, after facing pressure from regulators worried about its addictive features. 
The company backed down days after the European Union warned that the TikTok Lite app might have breached the 27-nation bloc's digital regulations when it launched earlier this month. The EU's executive Commission threatened to order the suspension of features that pose a risk to kids. 
"TikTok always seeks to engage constructively with the EU Commission and other regulators," it said in a post on social media platform X. "We are therefore voluntarily suspending the rewards functions in TikTok Lite while we address the concerns that they have raised."
TikTok Lite, which was rolled out in France and Spain, is a slimmed-down version of the main TikTok app that lets users earn rewards. Points earned by watching videos, liking content and following content creators can then be exchanged for rewards including Amazon vouchers and gift cards on PayPal.

    


EU officials warned earlier this week that TikTok could face an order as early as Thursday to suspend the reward features. They had demanded the company turn over information about the app, including a risk assessment that should have been carried out before the app was rolled out, under threat of hefty financial penalties. 




"Our children are not guinea pigs for social media," European Commissioner Thierry Breton said in a social media post responding to the announcement. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He noted that main TikTok app faces EU scrutiny in the form of a separate ongoing in-depth investigation into its compliance with the bloc's Digital Services Act. Brussels is examining whether TikTok is doing enough to curb "systemic risks" stemming from its design, including "algorithmic systems" that might stimulate "behavioral addictions." Offices are worried that measures including age verification tools to stop minors from finding "inappropriate content" might not be effective.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tiktok-europe-38b0df14494b2fb68c2d9e2bb9c34469



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Microsoft and Amazon face scrutiny from UK competition watchdog over recent AI deals | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Microsoft and Amazon face scrutiny from UK competition watchdog over recent AI deals

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: File - Arthur Mensch, cofounder and CEO of Mistral AI, attends the UK Artificial Intelligence (AI) Safety Summit in Bletchley, England on Nov. 2, 2023. The Competition and Markets Authority said it's looking into Microsoft's partnership with France's Mistral AI and the company's hiring of key staff from another startup, Inflection AI. (Toby Melville/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British competition regulators said Wednesday they'll scrutinize recent artificial intelligence deals by Microsoft and Amazon over concerns that the moves could thwart competition in the AI industry. 
The Competition and Markets Authority said it's looking into Microsoft's partnership with France's Mistral AI and the company's hiring of key staff from another startup, Inflection AI. The watchdog also separately announced that it's investigating Amazon's $4 billion investment in San Francisco-based Anthropic. 
Big Tech companies have been pouring money into generative AI startups amid growing public and business interest in the technology, but the investments have also drawn attention from antitrust authorities. 
The U.K. watchdog said it was seeking comments from "interested third parties," before deciding whether to carry out an in-depth antitrust investigation.

    


"We will assess, objectively and impartially, whether each of these three deals fall within U.K. merger rules and, if they do, whether they have any impact on competition in the U.K.," the watchdog's executive director of mergers, Joel Bamford, said in a statement. 




Microsoft said it will provide the watchdog with the information it needs to carry out its inquiries. 
"We remain confident that common business practices such as the hiring of talent or making a fractional investment in an AI start-up promote competition and are not the same as a merger, the company said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Microsoft last month hired Mustafa Suleyman, who co-founded Google's DeepMind AI research lab, to head up its consumer artificial intelligence business, along with the chief scientist and several top engineers and researchers from Inflection, his AI startup. 
Microsoft also teamed up earlier this year with Mistral, which has become France's AI darling after being founded only last year. That followed Microsoft's previous existing partnership with ChatGPT maker OpenAI, which is also facing scrutiny from the CMA. 

    


Mistral said it's "fully committed to cooperating with the CMA throughout this process to ensure that our long-term independence and access to the market are upheld." 
Amazon, meanwhile, has spent billions for a minority stake in Anthropic. The two companies are collaborating to develop so-called foundation models, which underpin the generative AI systems that have captured global attention.
"It's unprecedented for the CMA to review a collaboration of this type," Amazon said in a statement. "Unlike partnerships between other AI startups and large technology companies, our collaboration with Anthropic includes a limited investment, doesn't give Amazon a board director or observer role, and continues to have Anthropic running its models on multiple cloud providers." 
The CMA said it's stepping up its scrutiny of the market for foundation models after it published a report that highlighted the risk that powerful companies could use partnerships with key AI players to strengthen their positions.
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    [image: Pope Francis holds his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Tech giant Cisco Systems on Wednesday joined Microsoft and IBM in signing onto a Vatican-sponsored pledge to ensure artificial intelligence is developed and used ethically and to benefit the common good.
Cisco Systems chief executive Chuck Robbins signed the document, known as the Rome Call, and met privately with Pope Francis, the Vatican said.
The pledge outlines key pillars of ethical and responsible use of AI. It emphasizes that AI systems must be designed, used and regulated to serve and protect the dignity of all human beings, without discrimination, and their environments. It highlights principles of transparency, inclusion, responsibility, impartiality and security as necessary to guide all AI developments.
The document was unveiled and signed at a Vatican conference on Feb. 28, 2020 -- just before Italy locked down as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic -- by Microsoft's Brad Smith and IBM's John Kelly III. Universities, U.N. agencies, private corporations and nongovernmental organizations have signed on as well.

    


Francis has called for an international treaty to ensure AI is developed and used ethically, devoting his annual peace message this year to the topic.




Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the Pontifical Academy for Life who is leading the AI initiative, welcomed Cisco's participation. He cited the IT company's expertise in "infrastructure, security and protection of AI data and systems."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Artificial intelligence has captured world attention thanks to advances by cutting-edge systems like OpenAI's ChatGPT that have dazzled users with the ability to produce human-like text, photos and songs. But the technology has also raised fears about the risks the rapidly developing technology poses to jobs, privacy and copyright protection and even human life itself.
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    [image: This photo shows the ingredients to cook ramen easily in Tokyo, on April 22, 2024. Ramen noodles are so popular they have become one reason to visit Japan. But ramen can easily be cooked at home too, especially if you can find the ingredients at your neighborhood Asian grocery store. (AP Photo/Yuri Kageyama)]
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[image: This photo shows a bowl of ramen noodle cooked easily in Tokyo, on April 22, 2024. Ramen noodles are so popular they have become one reason to visit Japan. But ramen can easily be cooked at home too, especially if you can find the ingredients at your neighborhood Asian grocery store. (AP Photo/Yuri Kageyama)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Ramen noodles are so popular they have become one reason to visit Japan. But ramen can easily be cooked at home too, especially if you can find the ingredients at your neighborhood Asian grocery store.
A Japanese cookbook author who goes by one name, Rii, believes food should be more than delicious -- it must be easy to make.
Her book, "Lunches Children Love," is about making cute bento lunches filled with laughing faces and animals made out of food. And she shares recipes for adults on her Instagram account (only in Japanese), including healthy vegetarian rice gruel and curry.
Rii shared this ramen recipe with The Associated Press. It uses packaged noodles, since making ramen noodles from scratch is a long and complicated process.
SUPEREASY RAMEN, By RII
Start to finish: 20 minutes
Servings: 5
INGREDIENTS:
Five packages ramen noodles (120 grams or about 4 ounces each)

    


7.5 cups water
Half a cup soy sauce
5 tablespoons Japanese mentsuyu soup base sauce
2 tablespoons oyster sauce
2 tablespoons chicken soup stock
3 tablespoons chicken oil
1 tablespoon sesame seed oil
Some grated garlic and grated sesame seeds
DIRECTIONS
Boil the water in a large pot. Add the sauces and other ingredients to the boiling water. Then add the noodles and cook until tender. Add your favorite toppings, such as chopped green onions, canned or packaged "menma" bamboo shoots and a sliced boiled egg. Serve in a bowl.
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    [image: FILE - A sign for the Chipotle restaurant in Pittsburgh's Market Square is pictured Feb. 8, 2016. Last week, the Newport Beach, California-based Mexican chain asked its U.S. and Canadian employees to temporarily select another protein option for their meals to preserve its supply of chicken. But the chain said Thursday, April 25, 2024, that employees can go back to eating chicken again. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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                                        Chipotle says its employees can choose chicken once again.
Last week, the chain asked its U.S. and Canadian employees to temporarily select another protein for their work meals to preserve the company's supply of chicken. The directive applied to both corporate staff and restaurant employees.
Newport Beach, California-based Chipotle has more than 114,000 workers in the U.S. and Canada.
But Laurie Schalow, the Mexican chain's chief corporate affairs and food safety officer, said Thursday that the directive has been rescinded and employees can return to ordering chicken with their meals.
"We are not experiencing outages of chicken in our restaurants," Schalow said in a statement. "Last week we temporarily asked employees to select non-chicken options for their employee meals to maintain supply for our guests based on our strong sales, but employees are now free to select chicken in their meals as normal."

    


Chipotle's chicken al pastor, which is marinaded in morita peppers, ground achiote and pineapple, debuted in March 2023. It grew so popular that it soon made up 20% of all orders, Chipotle said. It was removed from the menu last August.




During a conference call with investors Wednesday, Chipotle said its reintroduction of chicken al pastor in March as a limited-time offer drove strong traffic to its 3,371 U.S. stores and 66 international stores.
Chipotle said its revenue rose 14% to $2.7 billion in the January-March period while its same-store sales - or sales at locations open at least a year - were up 7%. Brian Niccol, Chipotle's chairman and CEO, said chicken al pastor was bringing in additional customers and encouraging regulars to come more often.
Chipotle Chief Financial Officer Jack Hartung said Thursday that the company plans to pull chicken al pastor off the menu again sometime in the third quarter of this year.
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    [image: FILE - An oak tree with new leaf growth also shows pollen and a drop of water hanging among the branches at a park in Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. There are three main types of pollen. Earlier in the spring, tree pollen is the main culprit. After that grasses pollinate, followed by weeds in the late summer and early fall. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tree pollen pods lay in a pile at a park in the Dallas suburb of Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America issues an annual ranking of the most challenging cities to live in if you have allergies, based on over-the-counter medicine use, pollen counts and the number of available allergy specialists. In 2024, the top five were Wichita, Kansas; Virginia Beach, Virginia; Greenville, South Carolina; Dallas; and Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)]
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[image: FILE - Tree pollen pods lay in a pile at a park in the Dallas suburb of Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America issues an annual ranking of the most challenging cities to live in if you have allergies, based on over-the-counter medicine use, pollen counts and the number of available allergy specialists. In 2024, the top five were Wichita, Kansas; Virginia Beach, Virginia; Greenville, South Carolina; Dallas; and Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)]
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                                        Allergy season can bring misery to tens of millions of Americans each year.
Tree, grass, and other pollens can cause runny noses, itchy eyes, coughing and sneezing. 
Where you live and what you're allergic to can make a big difference in how bad your allergies are, but there are many things you can do to feel better. 
Here are some tips from experts to keep allergies at bay -- maybe even enough to allow you to enjoy the outdoors.
WHICH POLLENS CAUSE ALLERGIES? 
There are three main types of pollen. Earlier in the spring, tree pollen is the main culprit. After that grasses pollinate, followed by weeds in the late summer and early fall. 
Some of the most common tree pollens that cause allergies include birch, cedar, cottonwood, maple, elm, oak and walnut, according to the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America. Grasses that cause symptoms include Bermuda, Johnson, rye and Kentucky bluegrass.

    


TRACK POLLEN LEVELS, THEN PLAN YOUR DAY
The best and first step to controlling allergies is avoiding exposure. That's easier said than done when it's nice out. 
Start with keeping your windows closed at home and in the car, avoiding going out when pollen counts are highest and changing clothes when you get home. The same masks that got us through the pandemic can protect you from allergies -- though they won't help with eye symptoms.




Pollen trackers can help with planning. The American Academy of Allergy Asthma and Immunology tracks levels through a network of counting stations across the U.S. Counts are available at its website and via email.
HOW TO RELIEVE ALLERGY SYMPTOMS

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

You can't fight an enemy you don't know. 
Since many Americans are allergic to several things at once, the first thing to figure out is what specifically you're allergic to, said Dr. Nana Mireku, an allergist in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. 
Over-the-counter nasal sprays can help relieve symptoms, but they take a while to kick in, so it's best to start them in early in the season, said Dr. Rachna Shah, an allergist and director of the Loyola Medicine Allergy Count. 

    


Antihistamines are another option. Shah said she's seen some patients benefit from switching to a similar brand if one stops working, but said that there isn't much broader data to back the recommendation. 
For young children and people who have to take many different allergy medications, immunotherapies in the form of shots and oral drops can help desensitize the immune system to allergens, treating symptoms at their root.
WHERE ARE POLLEN LEVELS THE WORST? 
The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America issues an annual ranking of the most challenging cities to live in if you have allergies, based on over-the-counter medicine use, pollen counts and the number of available allergy specialists. This year, the top five were Wichita, Kansas; Virginia Beach, Virginia; Greenville, South Carolina; Dallas; and Oklahoma City.
IS ALLERGY SEASON CHANGING? 
If you've been thinking it started earlier and seems longer this year, you're on to something. 
Shah usually starts looking at pollen counts in the Chicago area in April. But this year, she peeked at her data in mid-February, and tree pollen was already at a "moderate" level.
"This season has been so nuts," she said. "Granted, it was a pretty mild winter, but I didn't expect it to be so early."

    


Shah said she believes this season will be longer than other years, assuming the weather remains warm.
Experts say climate change has led to longer and more intense allergy seasons.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- West Virginia will ask the U.S. Supreme Court to weigh in on an appeals court ruling that allowed a transgender athlete to compete on her middle school teams, Attorney General Patrick Morrisey said Wednesday. 
"We're not going to allow the elites in the swamp to impose their values on West Virginia citizens," Morrisey said at a news conference in the state Capitol.
A 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel ruled 2-1 last week that West Virginia's transgender sports ban violated Becky Pepper Jackson's rights under Title IX, the federal civil rights law that prohibits sex-based discrimination in schools. Jackson, 13, has been taking puberty-blocking medication and publicly identified as a girl since she was in the third grade.
The court ruled in favor of the American Civil Liberties Union, its West Virginia chapter and the LGBTQ interest group Lambda Legal. They sued the state, county boards of education and their superintendents in 2021 after Republican Gov. Jim Justice signed the bill into law.

    


In February 2023, the appeals court blocked the state's bid to kick her off her middle school cross country and track and field teams if the law were enforced.




On April 16, two days after the latest ruling, Jackson won the shot put and finished second in the discus at her county's middle school championships. Five competitors from a rival school did not participate in the shot put, according to meet statistics. Video posted online showed the rivals each stepping into and then out of the shot-put circle and refusing to compete.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All five of the students were present at Wednesday's news conference and received a standing ovation from Morrisey and other supporters.
"My hope is that this case will get revisited, and I'm asking all men and all women that believe in women's sports to get on board and help us save women's sports," said 14-year-old Emmy Salerno of Shinnston, West Virginia -- one of the female athletes who protested at the meet. 

    


After the news conference ended, LGBTQ+ advocacy organization Fairness West Virginia Communications Director Jack Jarvis released a statement saying cases like this one "contribute to a hostile environment where trans youth are much more likely to experience harassment, bullying and discrimination."
"Transgender women are women, period," Jarvis said. "If you want to support women, you need to support all women. Becky and all of the other trans youth across our state deserve to fully participate in school activities and athletic events."
The appeals court noted that Jackson has been living as a girl for over five years and changed her name, and the state of West Virginia has issued her a birth certificate listing her as female. The court said she takes puberty-blocking medication and estrogen hormone therapy. Starting in elementary school, she has participated only on girls' athletic teams.
"B.P.J. has shown that applying the act to her would treat her worse than people to whom she is similarly situated, deprive her of any meaningful athletic opportunities, and do so on the basis of sex. That is all Title IX requires," Judge Toby Heytens wrote. 

    


Sports participation is one of the main fronts in legislative and legal battles in recent years over the role of transgender people in U.S. public life. Most Republican-controlled states have passed restrictions on participation, as well as bans on gender-affirming health care for minors. Several have also restricted which bathrooms and locker rooms transgender people can use, particularly in schools.
West Virginia is one of at least 24 states with a law on the books barring transgender women and girls from competing in certain women's or girls sports competitions.
"If we allow this decision to stand, then those laws are in danger, too," Morrisey said during the news conference. 
The Biden administration originally planned to release a new federal Title IX rule addressing both campus sexual assault and transgender athletes. Earlier this year, the department decided to split them into separate rules, and the athletics rule now remains in limbo.

    


Morrisey said the state will be filing its case some time over the next month. He called West Virginia's law "reasonable," adding that "boys have a competitive advantage: They're bigger, they're faster, they're stronger." 
"There is nothing, nothing equal about having males compete against men and women," he said. "Gender identity is beside the point."
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                                        Spending too many nights trying to fall asleep -- or worrying there aren't enough ZZZs in your day? You're not alone.
Nearly one-third of American adults say they don't get the recommended seven to nine hours a night. Some of the major causes: Stress, anxiety and a culture that experts say is about productivity, not rest.
"You need to understand what your body needs and try your hardest to prioritize that and not just see sleep as kind of what's left over of the day," said Molly Atwood, an assistant professor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.
Don't fall for online fads or unproven methods to fall asleep and stay asleep. Instead, try these simple tricks recommended by sleep experts.
CREATE A BUFFER ZONE
Work-related stress is inevitable, and it can be hard to disconnect. Try creating a "buffer zone" between the end of your work day and your bedtime.

    


Experts suggest leaving career work and daily responsibilities alone about an hour before bed. Don't check email, pay bills, do chores or scroll endlessly through social media. Instead, create a routine where you relax with a book, indulge in a hobby or spend time with loved ones.
"It goes back to the core value of mindfulness," said Dr. Annise Wilson, an assistant professor of neurology and medicine at Baylor University. "Anything that helps to center you and just helps you focus and release a lot of that tension from the day will then help promote sleep."
WATCH WHAT YOU EAT

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Eating a large meal right before bedtime can disrupt your sleep, so try to grub in the early evening hours.
"I would say that eating a large meal is impactful simply because it's like giving your body a really large job to do right before sleep at a time when things are supposed to be shutting down," Atwood said.
But don't go to bed super-hungry, either. Try snacks with protein or healthy fats, like cheese, almonds or peanut butter on whole grain bread.

    


AVOID CAFFEINE AND ALCOHOL
Having a nightcap or post-dinner espresso might feel relaxing, but it could lead to a long night. 
While alcohol can help you fall asleep initially, it can disrupt your sleep cycle, reducing the quality of sleep and increasing the chances you'll wake up more often in the middle of the night. 
Caffeine is a stimulant that blocks adenosine, a chemical that contributes to the feeling of sleepiness -- and it can take your body up to 10 hours to clear caffeine. 
For these reasons, experts suggest finishing up your caffeinated or boozy beverages several hours before bed. 
LIMIT TECHNOLOGY
Light from phones and computer screens can disrupt the circadian rhythm - or the internal clock that naturally wakes us up - by suppressing melatonin, which assists with sleep.
But you'll need self-discipline to stop streaming or scrolling, said Dr. Dianne Augelli, an assistant professor of clinical medicine at Weill Cornell Medicine.
"TikTok doesn't want you to stop," Augelli said. "Only you can stop you, so you have to learn to put that stuff away."
TALK TO YOUR DOCTOR
If nothing's working and you've struggled to get a good night's sleep for more than a month, experts say it's time to go to a doctor. This is especially true if your sleepless nights are interfering with your work performance or your mood.

    


"It doesn't matter how much relaxation you do. At a certain point, it's not going to be effective if there's a significant amount of stress," Atwood said. "... It might involve some problem-solving to figure that out."
___
In a story published April 23, 2024, about sleep tips, The Associated Press erroneously reported the name of an academic medical institution. It is Weill Cornell Medicine, not Weill Cornell Medical College.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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[image: This image provided by Mud Australia shows dining plates. Mud Australia has matte-finish ceramic pieces in soft hues like pistachio, duck egg, mist, and blossom, that would make a dreamy set to dine on. Many chefs are using creative dishware designed with irregular shapes and unusual colors to help create a mood. (Becca Crawford/Mud Australia via AP).]
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                                        The way a dish looks has been important to the dining experience since forever, but perhaps never more than now. Relaxed and homey. Or vibrant and celebratory. And perhaps shareable, too.
"Chefs know that guests spend a lot of time looking at their plates," says Chandra Ram, associate editorial director of Food & Wine magazine.
"So it's another detail, before you eat, to help set the stage for a visual experience. This is especially true for dishes they know are going to make it onto Instagram -- a beautiful plate makes for a better (and more shareable) image, which helps market the restaurant."
As with restaurants, so with the home.
Design is all over new tableware. The classic white ceramic circle has ceded some ground to plates in a variety of creative shapes and colors.
PERFECT IMPERFECTION

"Chefs and restaurants are moving away from traditional ways of food presentation," says Thomas Kastl, director of dining at Ambiente, the global homewares trade fair in Frankfurt each year. "The latest trend embraces handmade-style tableware, or irregular shapes inspired by nature, like leaves or shells."

    


Stoneware, in particular, is enjoying a renaissance, he says. It's natural, recyclable and long-lasting, and "implies down-to-earthiness, legacy and craftsmanship." 




The stoneware trend also reflects a "more relaxed plating style," even in fine-dining restaurants, Kastl said.
It's part of a larger shift in decor, says Blair Donovan, an editor at Apartment Therapy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The past few years have been all about soft, fluid furniture; now I'm noticing these silhouettes trickle over to dinnerware," "Instead of conventionally clean-edged plates and platters, more organically shaped, asymmetric styles are cropping up."
A LITTLE WONKINESS
Donovan mentions brands like Food52 and Soho Home for having embraced "imperfect" dining sets, often in neutral, earthy tones.
At Crate & Barrel, designer Leanne Ford's Kiln wonky dinnerware looks fresh off the potter's wheel. The retailer also sells the Julo stoneware collection from Portugal, with blue and brown reactive glazes creating kinetic patterns.

    


Scallop trim - a trend noted in Apartment Therapy's 2024 State of Home Design survey - has found its way from decor to plates, where the wavy edging is especially well-suited to smaller appetizer and dessert dishes.
Ceramicist Jono Pandolfi started making dinnerware for restaurants in 2004. When Michelin-starred restaurateurs like Danny Meyer began working with him, the business really took off. Today he's in a 6,000-square-foot production house in Union City, New Jersey, where 10 kilns are kept busy making stoneware for home cooks and gourmet restaurants around the country. 
And on New York's Lower East Side, the recently opened Bar Miller restaurant serves its omakase menu on the colorfully glazed ceramic slabs and plate bowls of local artisans Helen Levi and FeFo Studio.
A CANVAS FOR SELF-EXPRESSION
"Chefs are telling me they use beautifully patterned plates to help tell their stories," says Ram, of Food & Wine. "A vintage plate style might reiterate that a chef was influenced by a parent or grandparent's cooking."

    


Some playful patterns put the design on just one side of the plate. Others evoke nature, like Fortessa's swirling Cloud Terre and Northern Lights collections. 
Still others favor modern art. In Olhao, Portugal, David Pimentel and Arren Williams created Casa Cubista, named for the town's Cubist-style buildings. The buzzy brand has handmade plates with bold swaths of glaze, colored dips and graphic abstracts.
Mud Australia has matte-finish ceramic pieces in soft, dreamy hues with names like pistachio, duck egg, mist and blossom.
DOES COLOR MATTER?
At London's Kitchen Theory food design lab, chef Jozef Youssef and his team have done surveys of how the color of a dish affects a diner's perception of the plated food.
Their findings: Dishes served on red plates were thought to be sweeter, making them ideal for desserts. Yellow plates seemed to make fruit dishes look especially appetizing. Blue and green? These plates were said to make dishes appear healthier.
___
New York-based writer Kim Cook covers design and decor topics regularly for The Associated Press. Follow her on Instagram at @kimcookhome.
___
For more AP Lifestyles stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/lifestyle.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Relentlessly rising auto insurance rates are squeezing car owners and stoking inflation.
Auto insurance rates rose 2.6% in March and are up 22% from a year ago. Premium costs have been marching steadily higher since 2022, even as inflation at the consumer level steadily cooled from its 9.1% peak in the middle of that year. Consumers have had some relief as the rate of cost increases for food and energy, two key components of most budgets, has eased greatly.
But auto insurance and car ownership costs have become a sticking point for consumers and the Federal Reserve in its battle to rein inflation back to its goal of 2%.
Typically, individuals would see a noticeable increase in their premiums because of speeding tickets and other moving violations. Adding new drivers or a general increase in claims in the area were other reasons.

    


But the persistent rise in rates over the last two years has been far more sweeping. New vehicle prices starting spiking during the pandemic, mainly because of a worldwide shortage of computer chips amid production cuts and supply chain bottlenecks. Dealers spent much of 2021 with few or no cars in stock.




Car price increases eased heading into 2024, with the average at $47,338 in January, down from a peak of $48,516 in late 2022, according to Edmunds.com. 
Higher value for cars, along with more advanced technology and intricate parts, has raised the overall cost of repairs. Overall maintenance and repair costs jumped 8.2% in March from a year ago, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. That's eased a bit over the last year. The rate of increase was as high as 14.2% in early 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The severity is really the thing that has influenced rates more over the last two years than anything," said Greg Smolan, vice president of insurance operations at AAA Northeast. "A fender bender in the past didn't have all the sensors and cameras."

    


Higher overall auto prices and auto repair costs prompted insurers to start raising premiums as overall car values jumped. Price increases for insurance rates, like many other increases from food to clothing, have been sticky and are less likely to drop at the same rate as broader inflation, if at all.
That has been beneficial for insurers who have seen profits surge. Wall Street is expecting bigger leaps in 2024.
"Our sole concentration last year was to get the right rate," said Progressive CEO Tricia Griffith, during a fourth-quarter earnings conference call. "We feel like we're in a really great position now."
Progressive's profit jumped 50% and its revenue surged nearly 18% to $62.1 billion in 2023. Wall Street expects its profit to skyrocket nearly 80% in 2024 on a 14% jump in revenue.
Allstate reported a modest profit in 2023 after reporting a loss a year earlier. Wall Street expects its profit to surge 13-fold as revenue rises 10% to $62.9 billion in 2024.
"Companies are getting a lot closer to rate adequacy now," Smolan said. "I think you'll see some flattening out of the real large increases."

    


The process of obtaining auto insurance can be confusing and overwhelming, considering the differing mix of requirements in each state, extra options and the confusing industry and legal jargon used by insurers. The first step for many should be gaining a better understanding about auto insurance, according to the Insurance Information Institute.
Consumers should shop around by getting at least three different quotes and from different types of insurance companies. Also, comparing costs before buying a car could help give consumers a better sense of the true cost of owning a specific car. Premiums are based in part on a car's price, along with prospective repair costs and safety data.
Deductibles could be a major factor in determining monthly premium costs. That's the amount of money that a driver is responsible for paying toward a claim. Higher deductibles usually mean lower premiums. 
Bundling multiple policies under one insurer could come with a discount. This is common for homeowners using the same company for their home and auto policies. There may also be discounts for insuring more than one vehicle under the same company.

    


Defensive driving courses also help give drivers discounts on insurance. The timing and standards vary by state, but courses are usually offered in-person and online. Companies including Progressive and Geico often offer multi-year discounts for taking such a course. They can usually steer policy holders toward reputable companies offering the course and certificate.
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    [image: This photo provided by Edmunds shows a 2017 Tesla Model 3 fitted with an aftermarket vinyl wrap. Wrapping your vehicle gives it a fresh and distinctive look. (Courtesy of Edmunds via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Edmunds shows a 2017 Model 3 during its professional wrap installation process. Just about any kind of color or graphic can be applied. (Courtesy of Edmunds via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Edmunds shows a 2024 Tesla Cybertruck in Beverly Hills, Calif. In addition to providing an eye-popping new color, a vinyl wrap can be used for business promotional purposes. (Ryan Greger/Edmunds via AP)]
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                                        Gaze around the next time you're stuck in traffic and see if you're not surprised, maybe even a little saddened, by the monochromatic sea around you. Modern cars come in a fantastic variety of shapes and sizes, but far fewer explore the more vibrant shades of the color wheel. 
The most popular colors for new cars in North America are white, black, gray and silver, according to automotive paint supplier BASF. Together, they constitute about 80% of the colors in new-car production. Drivers seeking more personality might opt for an automaker's red, blue or forest green offering, but what if you prefer something more expressive? In the past, you would have been limited to an expensive paint job. Today there's another option: a vinyl wrap. Edmunds ' car experts answer the top questions related to car wraps.
WHAT'S A VINYL WRAP?
Vinyl wraps are sheets of film, precisely cut and applied to a car's body panels using a heat gun and mild adhesive. They're durable, relatively affordable and, with good care, can last around five years. And if you get bored, they're also relatively easy to remove. 

    


They're also a fast-growing car-customizing trend. If you've ever spotted cars with chameleon, chrome-like finishes, patterns such as stripes and camouflage, or just an off-beat pink or lime green, you've likely seen a vinyl wrap. They can even incorporate graphics, logos and text, offering an ideal way to advertise products and services. Your only constraints are budget and imagination. 




HOW MUCH DO THEY COST?
Like a new paint job, the cost of wrapping a car depends on size, style and difficulty of installation. Expect to pay about $3,000 to do a glossy or matte finish wrap on a small sedan like a Honda Civic. For an SUV, the price will rise to about $4,000. Chrome or metallic finishes require more care during installation so expect to pay anywhere from $6,000 to $8,000 for this eye-catching choice. There's also an additional cost if you want your vehicle's inside door jambs wrapped. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Interestingly, vehicle wrapping is no longer something you can only do with the aftermarket. Tesla offers colored protection wraps for its vehicles as accessories that can be purchased from its website and installed at a few select locations. Tesla's pricing for wraps start at about $6,000. 

    


As with good paintwork, much of the cost is in the prep. Installers wash and detail cars to remove contaminants from the paint and often remove bumpers, headlights and taillights to allow for tighter wrapping. Installers can also use scalpel-like tools to make finer cuts if customers balk at the idea of disassembly. 
WHY SHOULD I WRAP MY CAR?
A vinyl wrap is a great, low-cost way to try a new look for your vehicle. A reputable paint job designed to last for many years can cost almost double, or more, than a wrap, and it's a far more permanent solution. Wraps are more versatile, especially if you want to add unique graphics, which would require skilled and expensive hands to replicate with paint. 
Wraps require more care than paint, however. Sun, snow, salt and rain can exact their toll on a wrap. Owners can minimize the damage with regular washing (avoid the hard bristles of automatic washes), spot-detailing (cleaning off insects and bird and tree droppings) and limiting sun exposure as much as possible (parking inside, using a car cover for prolonged outdoor parking). Sun is a specific threat since prolonged exposure can "bake" the vinyl into the paint, making it harder to remove later. 

    


Typical removal is easy for experienced installers and costs around $500 to $1,000. But if the wrap has fused with the paint and starts to come off in flakes and shards -- a nightmare scenario for most installers -- costs increase dramatically. 
But with a bit of care, you can avoid this scene and instead think about the next vibrant color or design that will set you apart from the sea of silver, black and white cars around you. 
EDMUNDS SAYS 
A vinyl wrap can breathe life into the look of your car. It's temporary and usually more affordable than a new paint job but requires some care and maintenance to retain its quality. 
____________
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Dan Frio is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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    [image: Patients' shadows are cast on a wall at a Doctors Without Borders medical clinic in Putucual, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. A group of women and teenage girls visited the medical clinic in eastern Venezuela for free contraceptives where a community health worker taught them how to use an IUD, condoms and birth control pills correctly and about HPV infections. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix).]
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    [image: A community health worker teaches a group of women and teenage girls about contraception methods, at a Doctors Without Borders medical clinic, in Putucual, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. The health worker also asked what they knew about HPV. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: A patient receives a birth control implant at a Doctors without Borders medical clinic in Putucual, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. A group of women and teenage girls visited the medical clinic in eastern Venezuela where a community health worker taught them how to use an IUD, condoms and birth control pills correctly and about HPV infections. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: A community health worker teaches a group of women and teenage girls about contraception methods, at a Doctors Without Borders medical clinic, in Putucual, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. The health worker also asked them what they knew about HPV. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: A patient looks at a birth control injection at a Doctors without Borders medical clinic in Putucual, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. A group of women and teenage girls visited the medical clinic in eastern Venezuela where a community health worker taught them how to use an IUD, condoms and birth control pills correctly and about HPV infections. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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[image: A patient leaves with a box of complimentary condoms after visiting the Doctors Without Borders medical clinic in Putucual, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. While there she attended a discussion led by a community health worker who taught women and teenage girls how to use an IUD, condoms and birth control pills correctly and about HPV infections. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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                                        PUTUCUAL, Venezuela (AP) -- Some of the 10 women and teenage girls who recently came to a medical clinic in eastern Venezuela for free contraceptives fidgeted a bit when a community health worker taught them how to use an IUD, condoms and birth control pills correctly.

The health worker also asked what they knew about HPV, the most common sexually transmitted infection in the world and the cause of nearly all cervical cancer. The women, ages 16 to 33 -- two of whom had traveled to Putucual by boat and bus -- only one had learned about human papillomavirus in middle school. The rest had talked about it with friends or cousins, but never their parents. 

None knew HPV vaccines exist, even though Venezuelan pediatricians have long recommended giving all children the vaccine starting at age 9.

Venezuela's government has repeatedly broken its promise to provide the shots for free, and many public-school teachers don't follow the requirement to teach sex ed. President Nicolas Maduro 's administration claims the well-being of youth and women is a priority, but the onus is on parents to talk to their kids about HPV and pay for the vaccines at private clinics. That's out of reach for most in a country where private-sector workers earn $202 a month on average, and public employees' monthly minimum wage is $3.60 plus $100 in bonuses. 

Most HPV infections are asymptomatic and go away without treatment. But some can lead to genital warts and cancers, primarily of the cervix, but also of the anus, penis and throat.

Official health care statistics are elusive in Venezuela, making it virtually impossible to know the rate of HPV infection or how many people have been vaccinated either privately or by nongovernmental organizations. HPV vaccine coverage estimates from the World Health Organization show a blank space for Venezuela.

In 2022, Maduro's administration estimated 30% of Venezuelan women are affected by cancer-causing strains of HPV. But the Ministry of Popular Power for Health did not publicly provide the data nor historical figures to show how the rate may have changed. 

Health care professionals in the South American country told The Associated Press that the government's figure is an undercount. 

"With HPV, all governments have a social and moral debt to the female population," said Dr. Carlos Cabrera, an OB-GYN in private practice and director of the maternal fetal medicine program at the Central University of Venezuela. "But people don't like to talk about sexual and reproductive health."

When HPV shots first hit the market in the mid-2000s, the oil-dependent state's coffers were flush. The price of oil -- Venezuela's most valuable resource -- was steadily climbing and the country produced more than a million barrels a day. In 2009, doctors urged the government of President Hugo Chavez to introduce the HPV vaccine into the country, but they were ignored.



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


In 2015, Ministry of Health officials appeared ready to start offering HPV shots, mentioning in the agency's annual performance report that the country's vaccine schedule would include them and they "would be administered starting in 2016." By this time, Venezuela's budget holes due to financial mismanagement were apparent, but U.S. economic sanctions had not yet crippled the oil industry. 

Venezuela's last vaccine promise came in late 2022 after it reached an agreement with GAVI, a public-private global alliance that helps poor countries procure vaccinations. Government officials said shipments were expected for 2023, but no shots were distributed then, and they are also not listed among those being offered during national vaccination week.

The Ministry of Popular Power for Communication and Information did not respond to questions from the AP about the status of the vaccines, including reasons for the delay.

GAVI, whose assistance is time-limited and requires government funding commitments, said in a statement that Venezuela "reconfirmed its ... intent" to introduce the HPV vaccine in November 2023. It did not answer the AP's question about when it expected the first shots to arrive, saying only that rolling out vaccines takes preparation time.

    



The health ministry's vaccination schedule still does not list the HPV vaccine. But that has not stopped state television from occasionally airing a two-minute cartoon of a Maduro-lookalike superhero -- "Super Mustache" -- whose adversaries are accused of wanting to "destroy everything" in Venezuela, including the "vaccines for the youngest women." Globally, girls and young women are the primary demographic for the HPV shot. 

Private practices in Venezuela that obtain the vaccine through importers sell it for $100 or more, depending on the brand and city, and recommend one or two boosters -- which cost extra. Very few can afford that in a country where paychecks of public and private-sector employees aren't enough to cover a month of food for a family of four, which exceeds $350. 

Awareness about HPV is another issue: Public schools used to teach about STIs, giving students a chance to ask questions that they might not have felt comfortable bringing to their parents. 

    



But educators now largely ignore the requirement to teach the subject -- either due to personal beliefs or because meager pay forces teachers to find second or third jobs, to the point that they're not in the classroom five days a week. 

"In theory, on paper, we have a decent sex education program that adheres to international standards, with correct messages," said Dr. Lila Vega, a pediatrician and member of the Network of Mothers, Fathers and Representatives of Venezuela, an NGO that promotes the participation of parents and guardians in schools. "But in reality, we are not even teaching addition and subtraction, and sex education is not a priority."

Under Chavez, the ministries of education and culture edited and printed several free textbooks. "Life and Comprehensive Health" for seventh graders had lengthy explanations on teen pregnancy, birth control methods and the cancer risks posed by HPV infections. It included an image of "possible lesions caused by HPV."

Maduro's administration last printed the textbooks in 2015. Education officials later set up a digital library to which teachers can refer students, but the health book was never uploaded. Some teachers still share a PDF version of the book with their students, and others refer kids to old copies in school libraries. 

Adriana Yeguez, 33, who participated in the session at the clinic in Putucual run by the global medical charity Doctors Without Borders, believes adolescents like her 16-year-old son need more information than what they can get on their own or at school. So, she and her partner are talking to him about HPV.

"We do talk to him, especially about infections," Yeguez said. "What if he gets one? Imagine that! What if there's no cure or treatment? What if we don't have money?"





In some Latin American countries, studies showed a lack of parental knowledge about HPV was an obstacle to vaccination. And in Venezuela, physicians say parents and governments also resist the vaccine due to cultural taboos and the false notion that girls will see it as a ticket to promiscuity. 

The vaccine prevents more than 90% of cancers caused by HPV. Yuly Remolina, a researcher and oncologist in Mexico City, believes that statistic is the best argument for why governments should provide the shots and parents and young adults should seek them out. 

"It is incredible to continue seeing young patients with cervical cancer who cannot be operated on, who have to be given chemotherapy and radiotherapy, and who end up dying of it," said Remolina, who sees patients from Venezuela, Colombia and other Latin American countries.

It's why Daniel Rojas, a community health worker at the Putucual clinic, urged the women and teens to seek medical attention if they suspect an HPV infection: "Don't let the days go by just thinking 'Maybe yes, maybe no.'"

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/venezuela-health-infections-sti-hpv-vaccines-maduro-e22975e1280aee1ac3e3845c3eeac33b
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    [image: FILE - Holstein heifers are loaded into trucks at a dairy in Oregon on Jan. 21, 2011. Dairy cattle moving between states must be tested for the bird flu virus, U.S. agriculture officials said Wednesday, April 24, 2024, as they try to track and control the growing outbreak. (Kobbi R. Blair/Statesman-Journal via AP, File)]
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                                        U.S. health and agriculture officials are ramping up testing and tracking of bird flu in dairy cows in an urgent effort to understand -- and stop -- the growing outbreak. 
So far, the risk to humans remains low, officials said, but scientists are wary that the virus could change to spread more easily among people. 
The virus, known as Type A H5N1, has been detected in nearly three dozen dairy herds in eight states. Inactive viral remnants have been found in grocery store milk. Tests also show the virus is spreading between cows, including those that don't show symptoms, and between cows and birds, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Starting Monday, hundreds of thousands of lactating dairy cows in the U.S. will have to be tested -- with negative results -- before they can be moved between states, under terms of a new federal order. 

    


Here's what you need to know about the ongoing bird flu investigation: 
WHY IS THIS OUTBREAK SO UNUSUAL?
This strain of what's known as highly pathogenic avian influenza has been circulating in wild birds for decades. In recent years, it has been detected in scores of mammals around the world. Most have been wild animals, such as foxes and bears, that ate sick or dying birds. But it's also appeared in farmed minks. It's shown up in aquatic mammals, such as harbor seals and porpoises, too. The virus was even found in a polar bear in northern Alaska. 




The virus was discovered in ruminants -- goats and then dairy cows -- in the U.S. this spring, surprising many scientists who have studied it for years. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When we think of influenza A, cows are not typically in that conversation," said Richard Webby, an influenza expert at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
Flu viruses are notorious for adapting to spread among new species, so detection in dairy cows raises concerns it could spread to people, Webby said. 
HOW LONG HAS BIRD FLU BEEN SPREADING IN COWS? 
Scientists confirmed the virus in cows in March after weeks of reports from dairy farms that the animals were falling ill. Symptoms included lethargy, sharply reduced milk supply and changes to the milk, which became thick and yellow. 

    


Finding remnants of the virus in milk on the market "suggests that this has been going on longer, and is more widespread, than we have previously recognized," said Matthew Aliota, a veterinary medicine researcher at the University of Minnesota.
Under pressure from scientists, USDA officials released new genetic data about the outbreak this week. 
The data omitted some information about when and where samples were collected, but showed that the virus likely was spread by birds to cattle late last year, said Michael Worobey, an evolutionary biologist with the University of Arizona. 
Since then, it has spread among cattle and among farms, likely through contact with physical objects such as workers' shoes, trucks or milking machines, Worobey said. 
And then the cows spread the virus back to birds, he said. 
"The genetic evidence is as clear as could be," Worobey said. "Birds that are sampled on these farms have viruses with clear mammalian adaptations." 

    


WHAT DO SCIENTISTS SAY ABOUT EFFORTS TO TRACK THE OUTBREAK? 
Several experts said the USDA's plans to require testing in cows are a good start.
"We need to be able to do greater surveillance so that we know what's going on," said Thomas Friedrich, a virology professor at the University of Wisconsin's veterinary school.
Worobey said the ideal would be to screen every herd. Besides looking for active infections, agriculture officials also should be looking at whether cows have antibodies to the virus, indicating past infections, he said.
"That is a really accessible and quick way to find out how widespread this is," he said.
More testing of workers exposed to infected animals is also crucial, experts said. Some farm owners and some individual workers have been reluctant to work with public health officials during the outbreak, experts have said. 
"Increased surveillance is essentially an early warning system," Aliota said. "It helps to characterize the scope of the problem, but also to head off potentially adverse consequences."
HOW BIG A RISK DOES BIRD FLU POSE FOR PEOPLE?
Scientists are working to analyze more samples of retail milk to confirm that pasteurization, or heat-treating, kills the H5N1 virus, said Dr. Don Prater, acting director of the FDA's food safety center. Those results are expected soon. 

    


While the general public doesn't need to worry about drinking pasteurized milk, experts said they should avoid raw or unpasteurized milk. 
Also, dairy farm workers should consider extra precautions, such as masking, hand washing and changing work clothes, Aliota said.
So far, 23 people have been tested for the virus during the outbreak in dairy cows, with one person testing positive for a mild eye infection, CDC officials said. At least 44 people who were exposed to infected animals in the current outbreak are being monitored for symptoms. 
WHAT ARE SCIENTISTS' CONCERNS FOR THE FUTURE? 
David O'Connor, a virology expert at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, likened recent bird flu developments to a tornado watch versus a warning.

    


"There are some of the ingredients that would be necessary for there to be a threat, but we're not there," he said. As with a tornado watch, "you wouldn't change anything about how you live your daily life, but you would maybe just have a bit of increased awareness that something is happening."
Worobey said this is the kind of outbreak "that we were hoping, after COVID, would not go unnoticed. But it has." 
He said ambitious screening is needed "to detect things like this very quickly, and potentially nip them in the bud."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Malaria's impact transcends societal boundaries, claiming lives across diverse demographics. (AP video/Fred Ooko, Desmond Tiro)
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    [image: Friends and family lower the casket of Rose Bella Awuor, 31 years, after a funeral service at her home in Awendo, Migori County, Kenya Thursday, April. 11, 2024. Awuor fell ill in December and lost her five-month pregnancy before succumbing to malaria. It was the latest of five deaths in this family attributed to malaria. The disease is endemic to Kenya and is preventable and curable, but poverty makes it deadly for those who can't afford treatment. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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[image: A nurse administers an injection to a malaria patient in a ward at Nightingale Medical Centre, in Kisumu, Kenya Tuesday, April. 16, 2024. Even after parts of Kenya participated in an important pilot of the world's first malaria vaccine, with a reported drop in deaths for children under 5, the disease is still a significant public health challenge. Kenya's health ministry hasn't said when the vaccine will be widely available. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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[image: Medical staff attend to Malaria patients at Nightingale Medical Centre, in Kisumu, Kenya Tuesday, April. 16, 2024. Even after parts of Kenya participated in an important pilot of the world's first malaria vaccine, with a reported drop in deaths for children under 5, the disease is still a significant public health challenge. Kenya's health ministry hasn't said when the vaccine will be widely available. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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[image: A mourner views the body of Rose Bella Awuor, 31 years, during her funeral service at her home in Awendo, Migori County, Kenya Thursday, April. 11, 2024. Awuor fell ill in December and lost her five-month pregnancy before succumbing to malaria. It was the latest of five deaths in this family attributed to malaria. The disease is endemic to Kenya and is preventable and curable, but poverty makes it deadly for those who can't afford treatment. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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[image: A laboratory technician holds malaria blood test slides at the Nightingale Medical Centre, in Kisumu, Kenya Tuesday, April. 16, 2024. Even after parts of Kenya participated in an important pilot of the world's first malaria vaccine, with a reported drop in deaths for children under 5, the disease is still a significant public health challenge. Kenya's health ministry hasn't said when the vaccine will be widely available. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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[image: Winnie Akinyi, elder sister to Rose Bella Awuor, 31 years, holds her late sister's portrait ahead of her burial in Awendo, Migori County, Kenya Thursday, April. 11, 2024. Awuor fell ill in December and lost her five-month pregnancy before succumbing to malaria. It was the latest of five deaths in this family attributed to malaria. The disease is endemic to Kenya and is preventable and curable, but poverty makes it deadly for those who can't afford treatment. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 10 | Winnie Akinyi, elder sister to Rose Bella Awuor, 31 years, holds her late sister's portrait ahead of her burial in Awendo, Migori County, Kenya Thursday, April. 11, 2024. Awuor fell ill in December and lost her five-month pregnancy before succumbing to malaria. It was the latest of five deaths in this family attributed to malaria. The disease is endemic to Kenya and is preventable and curable, but poverty makes it deadly for those who can't afford treatment. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 10
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[image: Friends and family carry the casket of Rose Bella Awuor, 31 years, after a funeral service at her home in Awendo, Migori County, Kenya Thursday, April. 11, 2024. Awuor fell ill in December and lost her five-month pregnancy before succumbing to malaria. It was the latest of five deaths in this family attributed to malaria. The disease is endemic to Kenya and is preventable and curable, but poverty makes it deadly for those who can't afford treatment. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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Friends and family carry the casket of Rose Bella Awuor, 31 years, after a funeral service at her home in Awendo, Migori County, Kenya Thursday, April. 11, 2024. Awuor fell ill in December and lost her five-month pregnancy before succumbing to malaria. It was the latest of five deaths in this family attributed to malaria. The disease is endemic to Kenya and is preventable and curable, but poverty makes it deadly for those who can't afford treatment. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)
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[image: Humphrey Kizito, centre, with his brother and sister in law, stand by their parents gravesite at their home in Siaya, Kenya Saturday, April. 13, 2024. Even after parts of Kenya participated in an important pilot of the world's first malaria vaccine, with a reported drop in deaths for children under 5, the disease is still a significant public health challenge. Kenya's health ministry hasn't said when the vaccine will be widely available. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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Humphrey Kizito, centre, with his brother and sister in law, stand by their parents gravesite at their home in Siaya, Kenya Saturday, April. 13, 2024. Even after parts of Kenya participated in an important pilot of the world's first malaria vaccine, with a reported drop in deaths for children under 5, the disease is still a significant public health challenge. Kenya's health ministry hasn't said when the vaccine will be widely available. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)
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[image: Humphrey Kizito holds death certificates of his parents who died of Malaria at their home in Siaya, Kenya Saturday, April. 13, 2024. Even after parts of Kenya participated in an important pilot of the world's first malaria vaccine, with a reported drop in deaths for children under 5, the disease is still a significant public health challenge. Kenya's health ministry hasn't said when the vaccine will be widely available. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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[image: Friends and family prepare to lower the casket of Rose Bella Awuor, 31 years, after a funeral service at her home in Awendo, Migori County, Kenya Thursday, April. 11, 2024. Awuor fell ill in December and lost her five-month pregnancy before succumbing to malaria. It was the latest of five deaths in this family attributed to malaria. The disease is endemic to Kenya and is preventable and curable, but poverty makes it deadly for those who can't afford treatment. (AP Photo/Brian Ongoro)]
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                                        MIGORI, Kenya (AP) -- As the coffin bearing the body of Rosebella Awuor was lowered into the grave, heart-wrenching sobs from mourners filled the air. Her sister Winnie Akinyi, the guardian to Awuor's orphaned son, fell to the ground, wailing.
It was the latest of five deaths in this family attributed to malaria. The disease is common in Kenya, and it is preventable and curable, but poverty makes it deadly for those who can't afford treatment.
In the family's compound in the western county of Migori, three other graves are visible, that of Awuor's husband and their other two children who died from malaria before the age of 2.
Awuor, 31, fell ill in December and lost her five-month pregnancy before succumbing to malaria. Her 11-year-old son is the family's only survivor.
Malaria is still a significant public health challenge in Kenya, though some progress may be coming. Parts of Kenya participated in an important pilot of the world's first malaria vaccine, with a reported drop in deaths for children under 5. Kenya's health ministry hasn't said when the vaccine will be widely available.

    


The biggest impact is felt in regions characterized by high temperatures like Kenya's Indian Ocean coast, and places with high rainfall like the western region near Lake Victoria.




Kenya had an estimated 5 million malaria cases and over 12,000 deaths reported in 2022, according to the World Health Organization.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Most of those affected are children under 5 and pregnant women.
Kenya continues to combat malaria with traditional methods such as distributing bed nets that are treated with insecticides, spraying breeding areas, and promoting prompt diagnosis and treatment, but experts say progress against the disease with those approaches has plateaued.
Public health expert Dr. Willis Akhwale, special adviser for the Kenya End Malaria Council, said the COVID-19 pandemic slowed down distribution of drugs and treatment.

    


He said innovative treatment methods are needed in the wake of drug resistant cases reported in parts of Africa.
"We need to start looking at investments in new generation medicines. That should then be able to counter any resistance in (the) foreseeable future," he said.
Akhwale said other needs include more funding and logistical support.
"In Kenya the shortfall in terms of the need is almost $52 million, so we need to close that gap," he said, citing health ministry data. He recommended domestic funding and private sector support amid donor fatigue with crises around the world.
Wilson Otieno has been admitted to a hospital three times for malaria and has received outpatient treatment countless times. It's expensive for the 33-year-old accountant and father in the lakeside city of Kisumu.
Malaria is never "pocket friendly," he said.
Some progress has been made with local manufacturing of crucial medication.
The Kenya-based Universal Corporation Limited last year received the WHO's approval to produce an antimalarial drug known as Spaq, a combination of sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine plus amodiaquine.

    


The approval was an important step in Africa's capacity to make lifesaving medications, a new focus for governments and public health officials after vulnerabilities were exposed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Africa relies heavily on drug imports.
"It will really help in lowering the dependency for imports as we saw during the COVID era, where whatever was being imported actually had huge supply disruptions," said Palu Dhanani, the founder and managing director of UCL.
If you don't get the right medicine at the right time, malaria can cause unnecessary deaths, Dhanani said.
___
Tiro reported from Nairobi, Kenya. Evelyne Musambi in Nairobi contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Climate change is bringing malaria to new areas. In Africa, it never left

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed in her one room in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed in her one room in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed in her one room in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, a 66-year-old malaria patient, is photographed in her one room in the Makoko neighborhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent, malaria has never left. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed outside her house in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed with her grandson Ayomide Kotun, outside her house in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed outside her house in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: A bathroom and toilets were Funmilayo Kotun, a malaria patient and others use in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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    [image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed in her one room in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed in her one room in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed in her one room in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed in her one room in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed in her one room in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, a 66-year-old malaria patient, is photographed in her one room in the Makoko neighborhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent, malaria has never left. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed outside her house in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: Funmilayo Kotun, 66-years-old, a malaria patient is photographed with her grandson Ayomide Kotun, outside her house in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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[image: A bathroom and toilets were Funmilayo Kotun, a malaria patient and others use in Makoko neighbourhood of Lagos, Nigeria, Saturday, April 20, 2024. When cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving the threat, or broadening the range, of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left.(AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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                                        LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) -- When a small number of cases of locally transmitted malaria were found in the United States last year, it was a reminder that climate change is reviving or migrating the threat of some diseases. But across the African continent malaria has never left, killing or sickening millions of people.
Take Funmilayo Kotun, a 66-year-old resident of Makoko, an informal neighborhood in Nigeria's Lagos city. Its ponds of dirty water provide favorable breeding conditions for malaria-spreading mosquitoes. Kotun can't afford insecticide-treated bed nets that cost between $7 and $21 each, much less antimalarial medications or treatment.
For World Malaria Day on Thursday, here is what you need to know about the situation in Africa:
MALARIA IS STILL WIDESPREAD
The malaria parasite mostly spreads to people via infected mosquitoes and can cause symptoms including fever, headaches and chills. It mostly affects children under 5 and pregnant women. 

    


Vaccine efforts are still in early stages: Cameroon this year became the first country to routinely give children a new malaria vaccine, which is only about 30% effective and doesn't stop transmission. A second vaccine was recently approved. On Thursday, WHO announced that three African countries -- Benin, Liberia and Sierra Leone -- were rolling out vaccine programs for millions of children.




Cases of resistance to antimalarial drugs and insecticides are increasing, while funding by governments and donors for innovation is slowing. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Living conditions play a role, with crowded neighborhoods, stagnant water, poor sanitation and lack of access to treatment and prevention materials all issues in many areas. And an invasive species of mosquito previously seen mostly in India and the Persian Gulf is a new concern. 
A GROWING PROBLEM
Globally, malaria cases are on the rise. Infections increased from 233 million in 2019 to 249 million in 85 countries in 2022. Malaria deaths rose from 576,000 in 2019 to 608,000 in 2022, according to the World Health Organization. 

    


Of the 12 countries that carry about 70% of the global burden of malaria, 11 are in Africa and the other is India. Children under 5 constituted 80% of the 580,000 malaria deaths recorded in Africa in 2022.
COVID-19 HURT PROGRESS
The fight against malaria saw some progress in areas such as rapid diagnostic tests, vaccines and new bed nets meant to counter insecticide resistance, but the COVID-19 pandemic and a shift in focus and funding set back efforts. 
A study published in Tropical Medicine and Infectious Disease last year said COVID-19-induced lockdowns led to disruptions at 30% of rural community health service points across Africa. Malaria cases started spiking again, breaking a downward trend between 2000 and 2019. 
That downward trend could soon return, according to the WHO.
A WARMING WORLD AND NEW FRONTIERS
Africa is "at the sharp end of climate change," and the increasing frequency of extreme weather events causes havoc in efforts to combat malaria in low- and middle-income regions, Peter Sands, the executive director of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, warned in December. 

    


In 2023, the WHO's World Malaria Report included a chapter on the link between malaria and climate change for the first time, highlighting its significance as a potential risk multiplier. Scientists worry that people living in areas once inhospitable to mosquitoes, including the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro and the mountains of eastern Ethiopia, could be exposed. 
In Zimbabwe, which has recorded some of its hottest days in decades, malaria transmission periods have extended in some districts, "and this shift has been attributed to climate change," said Dr. Precious Andifasi, a WHO technical officer for malaria in Zimbabwe.
___
Mutsaka reported from Harare, Zimbabwe.
___
The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) -- A new $781 million home for the University of Kentucky's Markey Cancer Center will help researchers accelerate work aimed at "conquering cancer in the commonwealth," its director said Thursday.
Construction is set to start on the project, meant to build on the Markey Center's growing national recognition for research and patient care in a state plagued by some of the nation's worst cancer rates. State and university officials gathered for an event to break ground on Thursday.
The project, scheduled for completion in 2027, will consolidate the Markey Center's services in the new UK Cancer and Advanced Ambulatory Building. Markey's outpatient services are currently spread across six locations on the UK Chandler Hospital campus. The project also includes an adjacent parking garage estimated to cost $104 million.

    


The consolidated structure will give patients more convenience, and clinicians and researchers more opportunities to collaborate, UK officials said Thursday.
"This facility will enable our talented clinicians and researchers to work together like never before, accelerating innovations that will directly translate into better outcomes for our patients," said Dr. B. Mark Evers, director of the UK Markey Cancer Center.




Last year, the Markey Center achieved the highest level of recognition from the National Cancer Institute. It's the only institution in the state with designation as a "comprehensive" cancer center and is among several dozen cancer centers nationally to attain the status. The designation will further bolster cancer research and patient care in the Bluegrass State, UK officials said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kentucky has led the nation in incidence rates for lung and bronchus and cervical cancers, while ranking near the top for colon and rectal cancers.
"In a state that still holds the highest cancer rates, this building represents our commitment to expanding care, growing our capacity and, ultimately, conquering cancer in the commonwealth," Evers said.

    


In the past 10 years, Markey outpatient clinic visits have increased by 57%, UK said. 
The new 550,000-square-foot building will feature a full spectrum of cancer care services -- including imaging, labs, urgent care, pharmacy, palliative care and rehabilitation, UK said. It also will house Markey's outpatient clinics, including chemotherapy infusion, radiation medicine, multidisciplinary oncology, gynecologic oncology, breast care center and hematology/bone marrow transplant. It also will be home to a Comprehensive Spine Center, ambulatory surgery space and other outpatient services.
"This building signifies our commitment to addressing the critical health needs of our state, providing advanced care across various disciplines and ensuring that Kentuckians have access to the most innovative treatments close to home," said UK President Eli Capilouto.
Construction of the new building is funded by UK HealthCare. The 2,400-space parking structure will be funded separately as a public-private partnership, UK officials said.
State and private funds will be used to support Markey's programs and services in the new facility. UK trustees approved initial planning and design in 2021.
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    [image: FILE - Tabs of buprenorphine, a drug which controls heroin and opioid cravings, are photographed in Greenfield, Mass., on July 23, 2018. It's easier than ever for doctors to prescribe buprenorphine, a gold standard medicine for opioid addiction, since the U.S. government lifted barriers in January 2023. But despite the looser restrictions and a continuing overdose crisis, a new study finds little change in the number of patients taking the medication, according to findings published Wednesday, April 24, 2024, in the New England Journal of Medicine. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)]
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                                        It's easier than ever for doctors to prescribe a key medicine for opioid addiction since the U.S. government lifted an obstacle last year. But despite the looser restrictions and the ongoing overdose crisis, a new study finds little change in the number of people taking the medication.
Researchers analyzed prescriptions filled by U.S. pharmacies for the treatment drug buprenorphine. The number of prescribers rose last year after doctors no longer needed to get a special waiver to prescribe the drug, while the number of patients filling prescriptions barely budged.
It may take more than one year to see a bigger increase in patients, said study co-author Dr. Kao-Ping Chua of the University of Michigan Medical School.
"There are so many other barriers to prescribing that we have to address," said Chua. 
The findings were published Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine.

    


Buprenorphine, which helps with cravings, comes in a pill or film that dissolves under the tongue. It costs about $100 a month. A common version of buprenorphine is Suboxone. Nurse practitioners, physician assistants and doctors can prescribe it.




"People think this is a very complicated medicine and that it requires some sort of complex knowledge to use, when that's just not the case," said Dr. Ryan Marino of Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine in Cleveland who has treated hundreds of people with buprenorphine. He had no role in the study.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Barriers include insurance hurdles, price, pharmacies that don't stock the drug and doctors who believe patients with addiction take up too much time, Chua and other experts said.
"There's a lot of stigma about this medication, and just in general about patients with opioid addiction," Chua said. 
In addition, some people may not want to try buprenorphine, Chua said. They may think they can't truly recover if they're using the opioid-based medication, he said. And it can trigger withdrawal symptoms, especially in people who've been using fentanyl, the powerful opioid now dominating the drug supply. 

    


The researchers used a database that captures 92% of filled prescriptions. Comparing 2022 and 2023, before and after the waiver was eliminated, they found 53,600 prescribers at the end of 2023, a 27% increase compared to a year earlier. The number of people filling prescriptions rose about 2% to around 845,000.
The government should look for ways to encourage and even compel hospitals and health systems to provide more treatment, said Brendan Saloner, an addiction researcher at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, who was not involved in the study. 
More doctors are prescribing buprenorphine, but "getting the bulk of the medical profession to catch up is taking too long," Saloner said.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: FILE - Containers of Roundup are displayed on a store shelf in San Francisco, Feb. 24, 2019. Bayer, the manufacturer of the popular weedkiller, won support Wednesday, April 24, 2024, from the Missouri House for a proposal that could shield it from costly lawsuits alleging it failed to warn customers its product could cause cancer. (AP Photo/Haven Daley, File)]
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[image: FILE - A soybean field is sprayed in Iowa, July 11, 2013. Bayer, the manufacturer of a popular weedkiller, won support Wednesday, April 24, 2024, from the Missouri House for a proposal that could shield it from costly lawsuits alleging it failed to warn customers its product could cause cancer. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Bayer AG corporate logo is displayed on a building of the German drug and chemicals company in Berlin, Monday, May 23, 2016. Bayer, the manufacturer of a popular weedkiller, won support Wednesday, April 24, 2024, from the Missouri House for a proposal that could shield it from costly lawsuits alleging it failed to warn customers its product could cause cancer. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: FILE - A soybean field is sprayed in Iowa, July 11, 2013. Bayer, the manufacturer of a popular weedkiller, won support Wednesday, April 24, 2024, from the Missouri House for a proposal that could shield it from costly lawsuits alleging it failed to warn customers its product could cause cancer. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)]
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[image: FILE - The Bayer AG corporate logo is displayed on a building of the German drug and chemicals company in Berlin, Monday, May 23, 2016. Bayer, the manufacturer of a popular weedkiller, won support Wednesday, April 24, 2024, from the Missouri House for a proposal that could shield it from costly lawsuits alleging it failed to warn customers its product could cause cancer. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The manufacturer of a popular weedkiller won support Wednesday from the Missouri House for a proposal that could shield it from costly lawsuits alleging it failed to warn customers its product could cause cancer.
The House vote marked an important but incremental victory for chemical giant Bayer, which acquired an avalanche of legal claims involving the weedkiller Roundup when it bought the product's original St. Louis-area-based producer, Monsanto.
The legislation now heads to the Missouri Senate with several weeks remaining in the annual legislative session. Bayer pursued similar legislation this year in Idaho and Iowa, where it has mining and manufacturing facilities, but it fell short in both states. 
Bayer disputes claims that Roundup's key ingredient, glyphosate, causes a cancer called non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. But it has set aside $16 billion and already paid about $10 billion of that amount to resolve some of the tens of thousands of legal claims against it.

    


Though some studies associate glyphosate with cancer, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has said it is not likely to be carcinogenic to humans when used as directed. 




The Missouri legislation says that federally approved pesticide labeling "shall be sufficient to satisfy any requirement for a warning label regarding cancer" -- effectively thwarting failure-to-warn allegations in future lawsuits.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are grateful that members of the Missouri House have supported farmers and science over the litigation industry," Bayer said in a statement Wednesday. 
A coalition that includes Bayer has run ads on radio stations, newspapers and billboards supporting the legislation.
Farmers overwhelmingly rely on Roundup, which was introduced 50 years ago as a more efficient way to control weeds and reduce tilling and soil erosion. For crops including corn, soybeans and cotton, it's designed to work with genetically modified seeds that resist Roundup's deadly effect.

    


More than a dozen majority party Republicans joined Democrats in voting against the legislation as it passed the House on a 91-57 vote. Some Democrats made personal pleas to vote no. 
"If you vote for this bill, you are voting for cancer -- and it will hurt my feelings, and I will not smile at you on the elevator," said state Rep. LaDonna Appelbaum, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.
Supporters said it was important to protect Bayer, whose North American crop science division is based in the St. Louis area, from lawsuits that could jeopardized the availability of Roundup. They cited concerns that Bayer eventually could pull Roundup from the U.S. market, leaving farmers dependent on alternative chemicals from China.
"This bill isn't about cancer, it's really about the process of what's taken place within the courts," said Republican state Rep. Mike Haffner, chair of the House Agriculture Policy Committee. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bayer-glyphosate-roundup-lawsuits-cancer-db7fc5e0ce1584e45ff18aa76f23df25



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Jill Biden launches bike ride for wounded service members, stresses need to support vets | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Jill Biden launches bike ride for wounded service members, stresses need to support vets

    
        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: First lady Jill Biden, in purple, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, in purple, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden, right, standing with Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, left, speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, right, standing with Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, left, speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Jill Biden launches bike ride for wounded service members, stresses need to support vets

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: First lady Jill Biden, in purple, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, in purple, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8
First lady Jill Biden, in purple, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8
First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8
First lady Jill Biden speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8
First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden, right, standing with Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, left, speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, right, standing with Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, left, speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8
First lady Jill Biden, right, standing with Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, left, speaks before the start of the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8
First lady Jill Biden and President Joe Biden greet riders at the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8
First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8
First lady Jill Biden, left, and Sharona Young, retired naval chief petty officer, second from left, watch as wounded warrior riders begin the Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                By DARLENE SUPERVILLE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jill Biden on Wednesday sounded a red horn to start the Wounded Warrior Project's annual Soldier Ride from the White House lawn, using the launch of the multiday bike ride to stress the importance of supporting service members.
"My husband often says that we have many obligations as a nation but only one sacred obligation: to support you and your families when we send you into harm's way and when you return," she said of President Joe Biden, who is up for reelection. 
Jill Biden spoke about steps the administration has taken to expand veteran access to quality home health care, provide benefits and care for veterans harmed by toxins and prevent homelessness and suicide among veterans. She also talked about help for spouses of active-duty and retired servicemembers. 
President Biden unexpectedly joined the first lady after signing a $95 billion war aid bill and referred to the group of riders as the "spine of America." 

    


The Wounded Warrior Project was founded in 2003 to help veterans and the families and caregivers of service members who suffered a physical or mental injury or illness while serving in the military on or after Sept. 11, 2001. Soldier Ride began in 2004 to help raise awareness for injured veterans. The tradition of starting the ride from the White House began in 2008.
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    [image: FILE - An abortion-rights demonstrator holds a sign during a rally, May 14, 2022, in Chattanooga, Tenn. On Wednesday, April 10, 2024, Republican lawmakers in Tennessee advanced legislation making it illegal for adults to help minors get an abortion without parental consent. (AP Photo/Ben Margot, File)]
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Tennessee is poised to become the second state in the nation to make it illegal for adults to help minors get an abortion without parental consent, a proposal that is likely to face immediate legal challenges should Gov. Bill Lee sign it into law. 
Tennessee's GOP-dominant Statehouse approved the bill Wednesday, clearing the way for the measure to head to the Republican governor's desk. While Lee hasn't public commented on the proposal, he has repeatedly defended enacting the state's sweeping abortion ban and stressed his opposition to the procedure. 
Yet, even if Lee signs the measure into law, reproductive rights advocates are expected to move quickly to ask a court to block the statute from being enforced. Last year, Idaho became the first state to enact the so-called " abortion trafficking " law, but a federal judge has since temporarily blocked the law after reproductive rights groups sued to challenge it.

    


"This bill is a direct attack on me, on my family, on my friends, on my network that support Tennesseans who are pregnant and vulnerable minors that need access to care to go across state lines and receive the necessary care," said Democratic Rep. Aftyn Behn while debating the bill Tuesday evening.




According to the legislation, Tennessee would make it illegal for an adult who "intentionally recruits, harbors, or transports" a pregnant minor within the state to get an abortion without consent from the minor's parents or guardians. Yet supporters changed the proposal at the last-minute to exempt ambulance drivers, emergency medical services personnel and other common transportation services.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Those convicted of breaking the law would be charged with a Class A misdemeanor, which requires a nearly one year imprisonment sentence.
Republican Rep. Jason Zachary, the bill's House sponsor, specifically referenced Behn's previous public promise to help any young person travel out of state if they needed an abortion "even if it lands me in jail."

    


"That's what recruitment looks like," Zachary said as Behn pointed at herself while he read her statement. 
Meanwhile, Zachary also argued that the bill was necessary by pointing to a lawsuit filed earlier this year by Missouri's attorney general.
Republican Attorney General Andrew Bailey has accused Planned Parenthood of illegally taking minors from Missouri into Kansas to obtain abortions without parental consent. The lawsuit, based on a video from a conservative group that has promoted false claims on other issues, is asking a state district court to stop Planned Parenthood from engaging in the conduct it alleges.
"This piece of legislation protects parental rights," Zachary said. "We are not relitigating abortion. That issue has already been settled in Tennessee fortunately."
However, critics have countered that the bill does not contain exemptions for minors who may have been raped by their parents or guardians. Instead, the legislation states that the biological father of the pregnant minor may not pursue a civil action if the pregnancy was caused by rape.

    


Among the top critics of the measure is California Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat who launched an advertising campaign criticizing the Republican-backed bill by showing a young frightened woman handcuffed to a hospital bed and crying for help with a sexual assault evidence collection kit visible in the frame. 
Tennessee bans abortions at all stages of pregnancy but there are exemptions in cases of molar pregnancies, ectopic pregnancies, and to remove a miscarriage or to save the life of the mother. Notably, doctors must use their "reasonable medical" judgment -- a term that some say is too vague and can be challenged by fellow medical officials -- in deciding whether providing the procedure can save the life of the pregnant patient or prevent major injury.
A group of women is currently suing to clarify the state's abortion ban. A court decision is expected soon on whether the lawsuit can continue or if the law can be placed on hold as the legal battle continues.
Ever since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned the constitutional right to abortion in 2022, anti-abortion advocates have been pushing states to find a way to block pregnant people from crossing state lines to obtain the procedure.
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri's Republican-led Legislature on Wednesday passed a bill to ban Medicaid funding from going to Planned Parenthood, a move they have tried for years in a state where almost all abortions are banned.
The bill, approved 106-48 Wednesday in the House, aims to make it illegal for Missouri's Medicaid program to reimburse Planned Parenthood for health care services to low-income patients, such as pap smears and cancer screenings.
Abortions are not covered by Medicaid, and almost all abortions are illegal in Missouri. But abortion opponents say Planned Parenthood should not receive any public funding because clinics in other states provide abortions.
"My rhetorical question is: Is Planned Parenthood sending monies from our state budget to other states to allow for women to have an abortion?" Republican Rep. Brian Seitz asked during Wednesday debate on the House floor. "Abortion is murder." 

    


House Democratic Minority Leader Crystal Quade in a statement described the bill as "an act of petty vengeance by Republicans against one of largest providers of women's health care in Missouri."




Planned Parenthood cautioned that other reproductive health care providers that serve Medicaid patients in Missouri do not have the capacity to take on all of Planned Parenthood's patients. 
"Experts are clear: there are not enough other providers in the health care safety-net system to absorb Planned Parenthood's patients," the region's Planned Parenthood said in a statement Wednesday. "At Planned Parenthood, we'll continue to do everything we can to continue serving our patients -- no matter what."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Few states -- Arkansas, Mississippi, and Texas, according to Planned Parenthood -- have successfully blocked Medicaid funding for the organization.
A February state Supreme Court ruling found that Missouri lawmakers' latest attempt at defunding Planned Parenthood was unconstitutional. 

    


While past efforts to kick Planned Parenthood off Missouri's Medicaid program have been struck down by courts, this year, GOP lawmakers are taking another approach and passing the ban as a policy bill in hopes of avoiding another legal showdown. 
Some House Democrats predicted the latest defunding bill likely will be fruitless, too. They pointed to a pending constitutional amendment that could go before Missouri voters this fall and would restore abortion rights in the state. 
The abortion-rights campaign needs to collect at least 172,000 voter signatures by May 5 to get on the ballot. 
A spokesperson for Gov. Mike Parson on Wednesday did not immediately respond to an Associated Press request for comment on whether the Republican intends to sign the latest Planned Parenthood defunding bill. But his support is expected. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/planned-parenthood-abortion-missouri-defunding-3e09e1517bf9c1cfa8fa92306a63a404



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Bird flu outbreak in the US. What to know | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What to know about the latest bird flu outbreak in the US

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    CDC Director Dr. Mandy Cohen explains the latest bird flu outbreak and what people should know (April 3)
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    [image: FILE - Cases of eggs from Cal-Maine Foods, Inc., await to be handed out by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce employees at the Mississippi State Fairgrounds in Jackson, Miss., on Aug. 7, 2020. The largest producer of fresh eggs in the United States said Tuesday, April 2, 2024 that it has stopped production at a Texas plant after bird flu was found in chickens there. Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. said in a statement that approximately 1.6 million laying hens and 337,000 pullets, about 3.6% of its total flock, were destroyed after the infection, avian influenza, was found at the facility in Parmer County, Texas. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, file)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 1 | FILE - Cases of eggs from Cal-Maine Foods, Inc., await to be handed out by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce employees at the Mississippi State Fairgrounds in Jackson, Miss., on Aug. 7, 2020. The largest producer of fresh eggs in the United States said Tuesday, April 2, 2024 that it has stopped production at a Texas plant after bird flu was found in chickens there. Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. said in a statement that approximately 1.6 million laying hens and 337,000 pullets, about 3.6% of its total flock, were destroyed after the infection, avian influenza, was found at the facility in Parmer County, Texas. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, file)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 1
FILE - Cases of eggs from Cal-Maine Foods, Inc., await to be handed out by the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce employees at the Mississippi State Fairgrounds in Jackson, Miss., on Aug. 7, 2020. The largest producer of fresh eggs in the United States said Tuesday, April 2, 2024 that it has stopped production at a Texas plant after bird flu was found in chickens there. Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. said in a statement that approximately 1.6 million laying hens and 337,000 pullets, about 3.6% of its total flock, were destroyed after the infection, avian influenza, was found at the facility in Parmer County, Texas. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, file)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      


            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    



By SEAN MURPHY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        A poultry facility in Michigan and egg producer in Texas both reported outbreaks of avian flu this week. The latest developments on the virus also include infected dairy cows and the first known instance of a human catching bird flu from a mammal.
Although health officials say the risk to the public remains low, there is rising concern, emerging in part from news that the largest producer of fresh eggs in the U.S. reported an outbreak.
Here are some key things to know about the disease.
WHAT ARE EXPERTS SAYING?
Dr. Mandy Cohen, the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, told The Associated Press on Wednesday that the agency is taking bird flu seriously, but stressed that the virus has already been well studied.
"The fact that it is in cattle now definitely raises our concern level," Cohen said, noting that it means farmworkers who work with cattle -- and not just those working with birds -- may need to take precautions.

    


The good news is that "it's not a new strain of the virus," Cohen added. "This is known to us and we've been studying it, and frankly, we've been preparing for avian flu for 20 years."
WHAT IS BIRD FLU?
Some flu viruses mainly affect people, but others chiefly occur in animals. Avian viruses spread naturally in wild aquatic birds like ducks and geese, and then to chickens and other domesticated poultry.
The bird flu virus drawing attention today -- Type A H5N1 -- was first identified in 1959. Like other viruses, it has evolved over time, spawning newer versions of itself.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since 2020, the virus has been spreading among more animal species -- including dogs, cats, skunks, bears and even seals and porpoises -- in scores of countries.
In the U.S., this version of the bird flu has been detected in wild birds in every state, as well as commercial poultry operations and backyard flocks. Nationwide, tens of millions of chickens have died from the virus or been killed to stop outbreaks from spreading.

    


Last week, U.S. officials said it had been found in livestock. As of Tuesday, it had been discovered in dairy herds in five states -- Idaho, Kansas, Michigan, New Mexico and Texas -- according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
HOW OFTEN DO PEOPLE GET BIRD FLU?
This bird flu was first identified as a threat to people during a 1997 outbreak in Hong Kong. In the past two decades, nearly 900 people have been diagnosed globally with bird flu and more than 460 people have died, according to the World Health Organization. 
There have been only two cases in the U.S., and neither were fatal.
In 2022, a prison inmate in a work program caught it while killing infected birds at a poultry farm in Montrose County, Colorado. His only symptom was fatigue, and he recovered.
This week, Texas health officials announced that a person who had been in contact with cows had been diagnosed with bird flu. Their only reported symptom was eye redness.
WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF BIRD FLU?
Symptoms are similar to that of other flus, including cough, body aches and fever. Some people don't have noticeable symptoms, but others develop severe, life-threatening pneumonia.
CAN IT SPREAD BETWEEN PEOPLE?
The vast majority of infected people have gotten it directly from birds, but scientists are on guard for any sign of spread among people. 

    


There have been a few instances when that apparently happened -- most recently in 2007 in Asia. In each cluster, it spread within families from a sick person in the home.
U.S. health officials have stressed that the current public health risk is low and that there is no sign that bird flu is spreading person to person.
WHAT IS THE ECONOMIC IMPACT?
While it's too early to quantify the potential economic impact of a bird flu outbreak, many of these latest developments are concerning, particularly the transmission of the virus from one species to another, said Darin Detwiler, a food safety and policy expert at Northeastern University.
"We don't have a magic forcefield, an invisible shield that protects land and water runoff from impacting other species," Detwiler said. "There is a concern in terms of how this might impact other markets, the egg market, the beef market."
If the outbreak is not quickly contained, consumers could ultimately see higher prices, and if it continues to spread, some industries could experience "reputational strain," possibly affecting the export industry, Detwiler added.

    


The egg industry already is experiencing some tightening of supply following detections of bird flu late in 2023 and in early January, coupled with the busy Easter season, where Americans typically consume an average of 3 billion eggs, said Marc Dresner, a spokesperson for the American Egg Board.
Still, even with the outbreak in Texas and the nearly 2 million birds that were killed there, Dresner said there are an estimated 310 million egg laying hens in the U.S. and wholesale egg prices are down about 25% from a February peak.
___
This story was initially published on April 3. It was updated on April 24 to correct the spelling of Darin Detwiler's first name, which had been misspelled "Daren."

    


___
Associated Press reporters Jonathan Poet in Philadelphia and Mike Stobbe and videojournalist Sharon Johnson in Atlanta contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - Cows are seen at a dairy in California, Nov. 23, 2016. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration said Tuesday, April 23, 2024, that samples of pasteurized milk had tested positive for remnants of the bird flu virus that has infected dairy cows. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)]
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                                        Dairy cattle moving between states must be tested for the bird flu virus, U.S. agriculture officials said Wednesday as they try to track and control the growing outbreak.
The federal order was announced one day after health officials said they had detected inactivated remnants of the virus, known as Type A H5N1, in samples taken from milk during processing and from store shelves. They stressed that such remnants pose no known risk to people or the milk supply.
"The risk to humans remains low," said Dawn O'Connell of the federal Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response. 
The new order, which goes into effect Monday, requires every lactating cow to be tested and post a negative result before moving to a new state. It will help the agency understand how the virus is spreading, said Michael Watson, an administrator with the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. 

    


"We believe we can do tens of thousands of tests a day," he told reporters. 
Until now, testing had been done voluntarily and only in cows with symptoms.
Avian influenza was first detected in dairy cows in March and has been found in nearly three dozen herds in eight states, according to USDA. 




It's an escalation of an ongoing outbreak of highly pathogenic avian influenza spread by wild birds. Since the start of the outbreak, more than 90 million birds in U.S. commercial flocks have either died from the virus or been killed to try to prevent spread. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two people in the U.S. -- both farmworkers -- have been infected with bird flu since the outbreak began. Health officials said 23 people have been tested for bird flu to date and 44 people exposed to infected animals are being monitored. 
Officials said that samples from a cow in Kansas showed that the virus could be adapting to more animals and they detected H5N1 virus in the lung tissue of a dairy cow that had been culled and sent to slaughter. 

    


So far, officials with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have seen no signs that the virus is changing to be more transmissible to people. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union announced on Wednesday an investigation into whether China is using unfair methods to deprive companies in Europe of access to its market for medical devices ranging from hypodermic needles to high-tech scanners.
The probe launched by the European Commission -- the EU's executive branch as well as its trade and competition watchdog -- is the latest attempt to help companies gain the kind of access to China's vast markets that Chinese firms enjoy in Europe.
"Openness is vital for businesses to thrive, for consumers, and to spur innovation worldwide," commission trade chief Valdis Dombrovskis said in a statement.
"We are launching this investigation with China so that we can achieve a level playing field in our procurement markets for producers of medical devices, on both sides," he said. "Regrettably, our repeated discussions with China on this trade irritant have been fruitless."

    


Should it fail to resolve the issue, Brussels could restrict the access of Chinese buyers, goods and services to the EU market. It says Chinese exports of medical devices to Europe surged more than 100% between 2015 and 2023.




The commission said it has gathered evidence indicating that China's market has gradually closed to European firms and products made in the EU. It asserts that measures introduced by China "unfairly differentiate" between local and foreign companies. It did not quantify the effects on European businesses.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

France, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands are among the countries worst hit, the commission said, but it added that the medical device market is so big that many large companies and thousands of small and medium-sized enterprises around Europe might be suffering unfair treatment.
The first step in the investigation -- which could take from nine to 14 months to complete -- will be for the commission to send a list of questions to Chinese authorities.

    


The commission is hopeful that no action will be needed. It says the main aim is to win fair treatment for all sides. "Our expectation is that China's market for public procurement will be as open to us as ours is to them. Simple. Nothing more, nothing less," spokesman Olof Gill told reporters.
But China's foreign ministry said the EU move smacked of protectionism.
"The EU has always touted itself as the most open market worldwide, but what we see now is that it is gradually moving towards protectionism," ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said.
"We urge the EU to adhere to its commitment to the open market and the principle of fair competition, abide by WTO (World Trade Organization) rules, and stop unwarrantedly suppressing and restricting Chinese companies on various pretexts," he said.
___
Kelvin Chan in London contributed to this report.
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    [image: A Long March rocket carrying a crew of Chinese astronauts in a Shenzhou-18 spaceship lifts off at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwestern China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they attend a send-off ceremony for their manned space mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwestern China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu gestures from a vehicle during a send-off ceremony for their manned space mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwestern China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Li Cong and Ye Guangfu wave to spectators as they attend a send-off ceremony for their manned space mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwestern China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu gestures from a vehicle during a send-off ceremony for their manned space mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwestern China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Li Cong and Ye Guangfu wave to spectators as they attend a send-off ceremony for their manned space mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwestern China, Thursday, April 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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                                        JIUQUAN SATELLITE LAUNCH CENTER, China (AP) -- China launched a three-member crew to its orbiting space station on Thursday as part of its ambitious program that aims to put astronauts on the moon by 2030. 
The Shenzhou-18 spacecraft lifted off from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center on the edge of the Gobi Desert in northwestern China atop a Long March 2-F rocket at 8:59 p.m. (1259 GMT). 
The spacecraft's three-member crew will relieve the Shenzhou-17 team, which has been staffing China's Tiangong space station since last October.
The China Manned Space Agency, or CMSA, held a send-off ceremony -- complete with flag-waving children and patriotic music -- for the Shenzhou-18 crew earlier on Thursday, as the three astronauts prepared to enter the spacecraft.
The trio is made of Commander Ye Guangfu, 43, a veteran astronaut who took part in the Shenzhou-13 mission in 2021, and fighter pilots Li Cong, 34, and Li Guangsu, 36, who are spaceflight rookies.

    


They are expected to reach the space station about six-and-a-half hours after liftoff.
China built its own space station after being excluded from the International Space Station, largely because of U.S. concerns over the Chinese military's involvement in the program. This year, the Chinese station is slated for two cargo spacecraft missions and two manned spaceflight missions.




The Shenzhou-18 crew will spend about six months on the space station. They will conduct scientific tests, install space debris protection equipment on the station, carry out payload experiments, and popularize science education, among other things, according to Lin Xiqiang, deputy director of the CMSA.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lin also said China was working toward eventually offering access to its space station to foreign astronauts and space tourists.
"We will accelerate the research and promotion of the participation of foreign astronauts and space tourists on flights on China's space station," he said in a press conference Wednesday.

    


The country is planning a mission to bring back samples from Mars around 2030 and three lunar probe missions over the next four years. It also wants to put astronauts on the moon by 2030.
China conducted its first crewed space mission in 2003, becoming the third country after the former Soviet Union and the U.S. to put a person into space using its own resources.
The U.S. space program is believed to still hold a significant edge over China's due to its spending, supply chains and capabilities. However, China has broken out in some areas, bringing samples back from the lunar surface for the first time in decades and landing a rover on the less explored far side of the moon.
The U.S. aims to put a crew back on the lunar surface by the end of 2025 as part of a renewed commitment to crewed missions, aided by private sector players such as SpaceX and Blue Origin.
___
Mistreanu reported from Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
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                    A new report says circumstantial evidence points to climate change as worsening the deadly deluge that flooded Dubai and surroundings.Thursday's study says between 10% and 40% more rain fell in just one day last week than it would have in a world without the warming that has come from the burning of coal, oil and natural gas.
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    [image: FILE - People walk through floodwater caused by heavy rain while waiting for transportation on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, April 18, 2024. A new report says climate change played a role in the floods. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike, File)]
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[image: FILE - An abandoned vehicle stands in floodwater caused by heavy rain with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, seen in the background, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, April 18, 2024. A new report says climate change played a role in the floods. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike, File)]
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[image: FILE - A man walks through standing floodwater caused by heavy rain with the Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest building, seen in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, April 18, 2024. A new report says climate change played a role in the floods. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike, File)]
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[image: FILE - A group of people work to recover an abandoned vehicle taken by floodwater caused by heavy rain in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, April 18, 2024. A new report says climate change played a role in the floods. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike, File)]
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[image: FILE - A man walks along a road barrier among floodwater caused by heavy rain on Sheikh Zayed Road highway in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, April 18, 2024. A new report says climate change played a role in the floods. (AP Photo/Christopher Pike, File)]
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                                        Circumstantial evidence points to climate change as worsening the deadly deluge that just flooded Dubai and other parts of the Persian Gulf, but scientists didn't discover the definitive fingerprints of greenhouse gas-triggered warming they have seen in other extreme weather events, a new report found.

Between 10% and 40% more rain fell in just one day last week -- killing at least two dozen people in the United Arab Emirates, Oman and parts of Saudi Arabia -- than it would have in a world without the 1.2 degrees Celsius (2.2 degrees Fahrenheit) warming that has come from the burning of coal, oil and natural gas since the mid-19th century, scientists at World Weather Attribution said Thursday in a flash study that is too new to be peer-reviewed.

In at least one spot, a record 11 inches (28.6 centimeters) of rain fell in just 24 hours, more than twice the yearly average, paralyzing the usually bustling city of skyscrapers in a desert.

    



One of the key tools in WWA's more than 60 past reports has been creating computer simulations that compare an actual weather event to a fictional world without climate change, but in the Dubai case there wasn't enough data for those simulations to make such a calculation. But analysis of decades of past observations, the other main tool they use, showed the 10% to 40% bump in rainfall amounts.

Even without computer simulations, the clues kept pointing at climate change, scientists said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"It's not such a clear fingerprint, but we have lots of other circumstantial evidence, other lines of evidence that tell us that we see this increase," said Imperial College of London climate scientist Friederike Otto, who coordinates the attribution study team. "It's what we expect from physics. It's what we expect from other studies that have been done in the area, from other studies around the world, and there's nothing else that's going on that could explain this increase."





There is a long-known effect in physics that finds the air holds 7% more moisture with every degree Celsius (4% for every degree Fahrenheit).

Otto said she has confidence in the conclusion, but said this was one of the harder attribution studies the team has undertaken.

    



El Nino, which is a natural occasional warming of the central Pacific that changes weather systems worldwide, was a big factor, the report said. These heavy Gulf downpours have happened in the past but only during an El Nino. And the researchers said those past deluges seem to be trending heavier -- something scientists have long said would happen in many parts of the world as the world warms.

This flooding, which came from two separate and near simultaneous storm systems, would not have happened without El Nino, said study co-author Mansour Almazroui of the Center of Excellence for Climate Change Research (CECCR), King Abdulaziz University in Saudi Arabia. Nor would it have been like this without human-caused climate change, Otto added.

Because rainfall amounts varied over the region and the lack of data, the report couldn't put a figure on if climate change had increased the likelihood of downpours like this in Dubai, but Otto estimated that it's probably about three times more likely to happen now than in pre-industrial times.

    



The report and its authors threw cold water on speculation that UAE cloud seeding had anything to do with the amount of rain or its likelihood. Many scientists dispute cloud seeding's effectiveness in general. Even so, the clouds in the storm system were not seeded, the report said. And the results of cloud seeding, if any, in general are more immediate, Otto said. And this storm was forecast days in advance. 

"This type of rainfall never comes from cloud seeding," Almazroui said in a Thursday news conference.

While the authors use well-established techniques and this is what scientists expect with climate change, when there's a disagreement between computer simulations and observations, conclusions shouldn't be drawn, said University of Victoria, Canada, climate scientist Andrew Weaver, who wasn't part of the research.

    



It's a strong enough case that greenhouse gas emissions are a factor, several other outside scientists said.

University of Melbourne, Australia, climate scientist Malte Meinshausen called Thursday's study "a well-balanced, impressively detailed and adequately cautious assessment."

"This work, when combined with theory and attribution studies associated with the increasingly frequent other extreme rain and flooding events around the world, makes the convincing case that climate warming supercharged the recent extreme rainfall and flooding event UAE and Oman," said climate scientist Jonathan Overpeck, dean of the University of Michigan's environment school. "This is what global warming increasingly looks like -- more severe climate extremes and human suffering."

    



__

Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment

___

Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears

______

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Japan's moon lander wasn't built to survive a weekslong lunar night. It's still going after 3

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image provided by SLIM official X account @SLIM_JAXA shows a part of the moon surface taken by Japan's first moon lander called SLIM on Tuesday, April 23, 2024. Japan's first moon lander has survived a third freezing lunar night, Japan's space agency said Wednesday, April 24, after receiving an image from the device three months after it landed on the moon. (SLIM official X account @SLIM_JAXA via AP)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's first moon lander has survived a third freezing lunar night, Japan's space agency said Wednesday after receiving an image from the device three months after it landed on the moon.
The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency said the lunar probe responded to a signal from the earth Tuesday night, confirming it has survived another weekslong lunar night.
Temperatures can fall to minus 170 degrees Celsius (minus 274 degrees Fahrenheit) during a lunar night, and rise to around 100 Celsius (212 Fahrenheit) during a lunar day. 
The probe, Smart Lander for Investing Moon, or SLIM, reached the lunar surface on Jan. 20, making Japan the fifth country to successfully place a probe on the moon. SLIM on Jan. 20 landed the wrong way up with its solar panels initially unable to see the sun, and had to be turned off within hours, but powered on when the sun rose eight days later.

    


SLIM, which was tasked with testing Japan's pinpoint landing technology and collecting geological data and images, was not designed to survive lunar nights.
JAXA said on the social media platform X that SLIM's key functions are still working despite repeated harsh cycles of temperature changes. The agency said it plans to closely monitor the lander's deterioration. 




Scientists are hoping to find clues about the origin of the moon by the comparing mineral compositions of moon rocks and those of Earth.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The message from SLIM came days after NASA restored contact with Voyager 1, the farthest space probe from earth, which had been sending garbled data back to earth for months.
An U.S. lunar probe developed by a private space company announced termination of its operation a month after its February landing, while an Indian moon lander failed to establish communication after touchdown in 2023. 
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    [image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu, center, Li Guangsu, left, and Li Cong attend a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Ye Guangfu, center, with Li Guangsu, left and Li Cong, Chinese astronauts for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, speaks during a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Cong speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, wave as they arrive for a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, wave as they arrive for a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu salutes during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu salutes during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: A reporter films Chinese astronauts, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | A reporter films Chinese astronauts, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: An attendee films a badge depicting the Tiangong space station as Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong meet with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | An attendee films a badge depicting the Tiangong space station as Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong meet with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Staff members walk away from a billboard, background, depicting Chinese astronauts on past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | Staff members walk away from a billboard, background, depicting Chinese astronauts on past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space attends a news conference for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space attends a news conference for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space as they attend a press conference for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space as they attend a press conference for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: A staff member takes a selfie with a billboard depicting Chinese astronauts on the past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | A staff member takes a selfie with a billboard depicting Chinese astronauts on the past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from right, Ye Guangfu and Li Guangsu watch as a reporter raises hand for a question during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from right, Ye Guangfu and Li Guangsu watch as a reporter raises hand for a question during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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    [image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu, center, Li Guangsu, left, and Li Cong attend a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 18 | Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu, center, Li Guangsu, left, and Li Cong attend a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu, center, Li Guangsu, left, and Li Cong attend a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu, center, Li Guangsu, left, and Li Cong attend a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 18 | Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu, center, Li Guangsu, left, and Li Cong attend a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                    2 of 18
Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu, center, Li Guangsu, left, and Li Cong attend a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 18 | Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong wave as they arrive for a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Ye Guangfu, center, with Li Guangsu, left and Li Cong, Chinese astronauts for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, speaks during a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 18 | Ye Guangfu, center, with Li Guangsu, left and Li Cong, Chinese astronauts for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, speaks during a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Ye Guangfu, center, with Li Guangsu, left and Li Cong, Chinese astronauts for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, speaks during a meeting with the press at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 18 | Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 18 | Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Cong speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 18 | Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Cong speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Cong speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 18 | Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu speaks during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, wave as they arrive for a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 18 | Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, wave as they arrive for a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from left, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, wave as they arrive for a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu salutes during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 18 | Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu salutes during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Chinese astronaut for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Ye Guangfu salutes during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: A reporter films Chinese astronauts, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | A reporter films Chinese astronauts, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                    12 of 18
A reporter films Chinese astronauts, Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong, for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: An attendee films a badge depicting the Tiangong space station as Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong meet with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 18 | An attendee films a badge depicting the Tiangong space station as Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong meet with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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An attendee films a badge depicting the Tiangong space station as Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission Li Guangsu, Ye Guangfu and Li Cong meet with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Staff members walk away from a billboard, background, depicting Chinese astronauts on past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 18 | Staff members walk away from a billboard, background, depicting Chinese astronauts on past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Staff members walk away from a billboard, background, depicting Chinese astronauts on past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space attends a news conference for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 18 | A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space attends a news conference for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space attends a news conference for an upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space as they attend a press conference for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 18 | A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space as they attend a press conference for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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A staff member wearing a face mask depicting a Chinese astronaut in a space as they attend a press conference for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: A staff member takes a selfie with a billboard depicting Chinese astronauts on the past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 18 | A staff member takes a selfie with a billboard depicting Chinese astronauts on the past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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A staff member takes a selfie with a billboard depicting Chinese astronauts on the past Shenzhou missions after Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission met with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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[image: Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from right, Ye Guangfu and Li Guangsu watch as a reporter raises hand for a question during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 18 | Chinese astronauts for the upcoming Shenzhou-18 mission, from right, Ye Guangfu and Li Guangsu watch as a reporter raises hand for a question during a meeting with media members at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in northwest China, Wednesday, April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        JIUQUAN SATELLITE LAUNCH CENTER, China (AP) -- China's space agency is making final preparations to send a new crew to its space station on Thursday as part of its ambitious program that aims to put people on the moon by 2030.
The three-member crew of the Shenzhou-18 spacecraft will relieve the current team who have been manning China's Tiangong space station since last October. 
China built its own space station after being excluded from the International Space Station, largely due to the United States' concerns over the People's Liberation Army's -- the Chinese Communist Party's military arm's -- involvement in the program. This year, the station is slated for two cargo spacecraft missions and two manned spaceflight missions.
In a press conference on Wednesday, the China Manned Space Agency (CMSA) introduced the three astronauts: Commander Ye Guangfu, 43, a veteran astronaut who was part of the Shenzhou-13 mission in 2021; and astronauts Li Cong, 34, and Li Guangsu, 36, who will go to space for the first time.

    


The Shenzhou-18 crew will spend about six months on the space station. They will conduct scientific tests, install space debris protection equipment on the space station, carry out payload experiments, and popularize science education, among other things, according to Lin Xiqiang, deputy director of the CMSA.




Lin also said China was working toward eventually offering access to its space station to foreign astronauts and space tourists.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We will accelerate the research and promotion of the participation of foreign astronauts and space tourists in flights with China's space station," he said. "We definitely expect to see astronauts of different identities on China's space station."
The crew is set for lift-off at 1259 GMT from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center on the edge of the Gobi Desert in the country's northwest. 
China conducted its first manned space mission in 2003, becoming the third country after the former Soviet Union and the U.S. to put a person into space using its own resources.

    


The U.S. space program is believed to still hold a significant edge over China's due to its spending, supply chains and capabilities. However, China has broken out in some areas, bringing samples back from the lunar surface for the first time 